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A Year

Into the Light:

Waking Up and Reigniting

By Rev. Annette Cavender

i his year, 2020, a year of clarity of vision, I write
JL this letter within the silence of quarantine, where
we are challenged to find unity in solitude, togetherness in
separation.

This is such a contrast to last year’s President’s letter and the
cover article by then Vice President Rev. Dr.
Mindy Sloan, where the theme was
unity and moving forward together,

and that theme certainly dominated

our path through the last half of 2019.

Collectively we saw a movement
toward coming together in so many ways at Harmony Grove, nourishing each other through food
and fellowship after Sunday services, supporting each other through individual struggles and
successes, through the natural processes of births and passings, through illnesses and recoveries...
to name just a few ways we came together.

“Breaking Free” By April Cunningham

In many ways, 2019 feels like it was practice for the challenge we are experiencing this year.

It is no small irony that I began composing this letter on the 6th anniversary of the Cocos fire, with
our beloved Harmony Grove in shutdown mode, much as it was in May 2014...for very different
reasons.

At the beginning of this year, we were elated to receive the County’s long-awaited seal of approval
on our rebuild plans (formally known as our application for a Minor Deviation to our Major Use
Permit).

When we began this process, we had no clue how lengthy and arduous the journey ultimately
would be. So much hard work, followed by periods of waiting between numerous engineering |
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