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Workshop objectives
•To distinguish between difficult and complex tasks
•To explore the ways to structure complex tasks 
•To share the ways to assess complex tasks
•To understand the importance of authentic audience

In this workshop session, teachers will have the opportunity to:

Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers
Give and receive meaningful feedback
Develop new skills, techniques and strategies for effective
teaching
Identify strengths and weaknesses of personal teaching
strategies (self-assessment)
Demonstrate flexibility in the selection and use of teaching
strategies
Present information in a variety of formats and platforms
Evaluate evidence and arguments            
Revise understanding based on new information and evidence
Consider ideas from multiple perspectives 
Propose and evaluate a variety of solutions
Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to generate new ideas
and inquiries
Consider multiple alternatives, including those that might be
unlikely or impossible
Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products or
processes
Practice visible thinking strategies and techniques
Make connections between subject groups and disciplines

Teaching for
Understanding
by David
Perkins (flipped
classroom
activity),
Kagan’s Bloom
taxonomy
rethink

SkillsResources and supplies

Big classroom, 
Projector,
Pens and
papers,
Printer

Complex tasks - workshop for teachers
Complex tasks are tasks that involve more than one interaction or stage in order to
complete it, and as such they require us to use strategic, critical and creative thinking, and
problem solving skills. Complex tasks are more engaging, more rigorous, more meaningful
and authentic, as well as more effective in long term and trans-disciplinary learning.This
workshop will give teachers tools to structure and assess complex tasks.

Assessment

Disciplinary and
interdisciplinary
charts



Welcome and introduction – 1 min.

Activity 1: Whole group discussion and identifying difficult and complex tasks – 
                 10 min. 

Activity 2: Quick Think pair share of complex tasks in teachers’ classrooms – 5      
                 min. 

Activity 3: Presentation and discussion about some examples of complex tasks.  
                  – 10 min.

Activity 4: Creating a complex task in a disciplinary and in an inter-disciplinary 
                 Environment. Charts as evidence. – 30 min.

Activity 5: Flipped classroom check in point, Jigsaw – Teachers share what 
                 they think was most important from the text, 3 groups: How should 
                 we teach? What should we teach? How can we assess complex 
                 tasks? – 10 min.

Activity 6: Teachers will think of an opportunity for the authentic audience for 
                 the complex tasks that they’ve created. Adding to the charts and 
                 sharing. – 10 min. 

Closing and thanks – 1 min.

Flow of activities and learning engagements
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