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Workshop objectives
•To understand the role of skills in progressive curriculum and life 
•To explore how skills development can be supported in a home setting 
•To understand simple processes for developing curious and skilled learners 
 

In this workshop session, parents will have the opportunity to:

Communicate
Analyze 
Identify
Reflect 
Classify 
Make connections

Transdisciplinary
skills puzzle
cutouts
Take-away
inquiry question
prompts
(handout)
Take away
inquiry vocab
prompt (handout) 
Creativity
handout

SkillsResources and supplies

Big classroom
Projector
Papers and
pens

Skills-focused learning - workshop for parents
Skills are the greatest asset of progressive learning. Families who support skills
development and encourage children and young people to apply their skills or “figure out”
the world on their own usually face less fuss around school life in general. Moreover, in a
world where billions of dollars are being invested in marketing that hacks our thinking into
buying and consuming, thinking skills serve as a protection and keepers of integrity and
autonomy of a person. This workshop gives parents simple tools and scenarios to support
students’ thinking skills. 

Assessment

Involvement in
discussions
Sharing
answers and
questions
Puzzle sort



Welcome and introduction to the workshop – 3 min.

Getting to know each other through the question “What’s a skill?” – 5 min.

Quick review of the role of skills across the progressive curriculum – 3 min.

Activity 1: Parents will complete the puzzle with skills clusters and specific transferrable 
                 skills - 10 min. 
                Debrief – 3 min.
                Parents’ sharing: What field related (technical) skills do you need at 
                your work daily? Comparing field specific skills requirements to the 
                trans-disciplinary skills list – 10 min.

A mini lecture about the importance of skills for thinking and life in general (extract from
David Perkins’ conference); comments - 15 min.

Activity 2: Short discussion about triggers for thinking + inquiry vocabulary 
                handout – 10 min. 

Activity 3: Effective vocabulary for triggering thinking, the “20/80” rule – parents will 
                 consider hypothetical scenarios to understand and find out the effective 
                 communication approach to stimulate an active mind – 15 min. 

Mini presentation about creative thinking skills - 5 min. 

Parents questions and exchange – 10 min. 

Thanks and closing the workshop – 3 min. 

Flow of activities and learning engagements



Sneak peek into the resources
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