Belief #3 God and His Sovereignty

We believe in one eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, and ever-present God who created all things and
reigns supremely over all creation. He is sovereign over history, over nations, and over every individual
life — and his purposes cannot be thwarted. He is holy, loving, just, and merciful, and he governs all
things according to his perfect will.

Reason 1 God is the eternal, self-existing Creator of all things

Scripture opens with the declaration that God created the heavens and the earth — establishing him as
the uncaused first cause of all that exists. He is not a created being but the eternal source of all creation,
existing before time and beyond it.

Genesis 1:1

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."”
New International Version (NIV)

Psalm 90:2

"Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting
you are God."
New International Version (NIV)

Reason 2 God is omnipotent — nothing is too hard for him

The Bible consistently declares that God’s power is without limit. He holds the universe in his hands, and
no plan of his can be thwarted.

Jeremiah 32:17

"Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched
arm. Nothing is too hard for you."
New International Version (NIV)

Job 42:2

"I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted."
New International Version (NIV)



Reason 3 God is omniscient and omnipresent — he knows and sees all

God’s knowledge is infinite and exhaustive — he knows the end from the beginning and searches every
heart. He is also present everywhere at all times.

Psalm 139:1-4

"You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely."”

New International Version (NIV)

Isaiah 46:10

"I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. | say, ‘My purpose
will stand, and I will do all that | please.”
New International Version (NIV)

Reason 4 God reigns as King over all nations and rulers

Scripture declares that God is the supreme ruler over all earthly kingdoms and authorities. Kings rise and
fall at his direction, and no government or power operates outside his sovereign oversight.

Psalm 47:7-8

"For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the nations; God is
seated on his holy throne."

New International Version (NIV)

Daniel 4:35

"All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven
and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’"
New International Version (NIV)

Reason 5 God works all things together for the good of those who love him

God’s sovereignty is not cold or distant — it is exercised with love and purpose toward his people. Paul's
great declaration assures believers that God is actively working every circumstance toward a good and
glorious end.

Romans 8:28

"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”
New International Version (NIV)

Proverbs 19:21

"Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails."”
New International Version (NIV)



Reason 6 God chose and predestined his people before the foundation of the world

Paul declares in Ephesians that God’s sovereign plan of redemption was not an afterthought — he chose
his people in Christ before the creation of the world.

Ephesians 1:11

“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will."
New International Version (NIV)

Ephesians 1:4

“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”
New International Version (NIV)

Reason 7 God is holy, just, and loving — his sovereignty flows from perfect character

God’s sovereignty is not mere raw power — it is the rule of a God who is perfectly holy, completely just,
and overflowing with love.

Isaiah 6:3
"And they were calling to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his
glo,y wm

New International Version (NIV)

1 John 4:16

"And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in them."

New International Version (NIV)

Summary — Belief #3

* God is the eternal, self-existing Creator — Genesis 1:1 and Psalm 90:2 establish his existence
before all things.

* God is omnipotent — nothing is too hard for him — Jeremiah 32:17 and Job 42:2 declare his
limitless power.

¢ God is omniscient and omnipresent — Psalm 139:1—4 and Isaiah 46:10 show he knows and
sees all things.

* God reigns as King over all nations — Psalm 47:7—8 and Daniel 4:35 declare his supreme
authority.

* God works all things for the good of his people — Romans 8:28 and Proverbs 19:21 show his
loving providence.

¢ God predestined his people before creation — Ephesians 1:4 and 1:11 reveal his eternal
redemptive plan.

* God is holy, just, and loving — Isaiah 6:3 and 1 John 4:16 ground his sovereignty in perfect
character.



