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Psalm 24:7 “Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that
the King of glory may come in.”

Acts 22:2, 4 “When they heard him speak to them in Hebrew, they became very
quiet. ... | persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both
men and women and throwing them into prison.”

Meditation

Psalm 24:7 makes a great declaration: “Lift up your heads, you gates!” This is
the sound of welcoming the King of glory into the city. It is also a prophecy
ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey,
preparing to walk the road to the cross and accomplish the mission of salvation
for humanity.

God does not only desire to enter the temple —He also desires to enter human
hearts. Many times, our hearts are like tightly shut gates, locked by anxiety,
pride, wounds, guilt, or fear. Yet God still gently calls to us, inviting us to open
the doors of our hearts to Him.



The book of Acts shows us the dramatic transformation of Paul’s life. He once
persecuted Christians and even imprisoned those who believed in Jesus. But
when he truly encountered Christ, his life was completely changed. The one who
once opposed the Lord became a passionate preacher of the gospel. This
reminds us that there is no life that God cannot transform.

Today, are you willing to open your heart to the Lord once again? Perhaps there
are still places within you that remain closed and untouched. But the King of
glory comes not to condemn, but to bring light, forgiveness, and new life. Paul’s
life stands as a true testimony of this reality.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are the King of glory. Please enter my heart and open the
places within me that are closed and hardened. No matter what my past may
be, renew my life and make me a person who follows You and bears witness to
You. May my life be open to You, and may Your glory and peace fill me
completely. In the name of Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.
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Psalm 117:2 “For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord
endures forever. Praise the Lord!”

Acts 2:5, 7, 11

“‘Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven.”

“‘Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?”

“We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

Meditation

If the entire Bible could be summarized in one word, many people would agree
that word is: “love.” However, the love revealed in the Bible is primarily the love
of God.

God’s love is very different from human love. Human love can change or grow
cold, and human promises may disappear because of circumstances, time, or
distance. When people leave this world, everything may seem to come to an
end. But God’s love is different. His love contains truth, holiness, salvation, and
eternity. It is not based merely on feelings, but is rooted in truth and holiness.
His love is not temporary —it lasts from everlasting to everlasting. This is a kind
of love no human being can fully give.

Acts chapter 2 tells us that people from many nations had come to Jerusalem,

and they were amazed to hear the disciples declaring “the wonders of God” in

different languages. This shows us that the gospel does not belong to only one
nation, culture, or language. It is God’s invitation to all people.

God deeply desires people to truly understand His love. Therefore, He allowed
them to hear the gospel in their own native language. God comes near to
people and speaks to them in ways they can understand.

Today, who are we called to share the gospel with? We are called to share it
with those who are hurting, weary, discouraged, and in need of God. May we
not only experience God'’s love ourselves, but also become people who carry
His love to others—using a “language” they can understand, bringing God’s
comfort and hope into their lives.



Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for pouring out Your love and abundant grace upon us.
Your faithfulness never changes. Help me not only to receive Your grace, but
also to share Your love with others. In the name of Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.
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Psalm 97:10 “Let those who love the Lord hate evil, for He guards the lives of
His faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.”

1 Thessalonians 5:14 “And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who
are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, and be
patient with everyone.”

Meditation

The first half of Psalm 97:10 speaks about “the human heart,” while the second
half speaks about “God’s protection.” A person who truly loves God will
gradually turn their heart toward Him; and when a person is willing to turn
toward God and walk away from sin, they will also experience more deeply
God'’s protection and guidance.

Sin itself often leads people into darkness, bondage, and destruction. Many
times, what truly harms us is not only the evil around us, but sin within us. Pride
destroys relationships; greed steals peace; bitterness consumes the heart;
hatred causes people to live in darkness; lust brings bondage; hypocrisy leads
people away from truth. Those who love God gradually come to understand that
sin not only harms themselves and others, but also separates them from God.
Therefore, they naturally begin to “hate evil.”



When people draw near to God, depend on Him, and walk away from darkness,
God personally protects, strengthens, and guides them. This does not mean
believers will never face difficulties, but it does mean that God will never
abandon those who belong to Him. He guards our hearts from being consumed
by darkness, keeps us from falling in temptation, sustains our faith during
suffering, and prevents our lives from becoming completely enslaved by sin.

Paul also reminds the church that different people require different kinds of love
and patience. Some need warning, some need encouragement, and some need
gentle support. This teaches us that mature faith is not only about our own
relationship with God, but also about learning to care for the needs of others.
When a person truly lives in God’s love, they themselves are transformed by
God and also become a source of comfort and help to others. This is the kind of
life that gradually grows into the maturity and wholeness that pleases God.

Today, pay attention to the people around you. Who may be weary,
discouraged, weak, or in need of a word of encouragement from God? Perhaps
God wants to use you to bring His love and truth into that person’s life.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me to truly love You and to turn away from the sins that draw
me away from You. When | am weak, please strengthen and uphold me. Give
me a gentle and patient heart so that | may encourage the discouraged and help
the weak. May my life reflect Your truth and Your love. In the name of Jesus
Christ | pray, Amen.
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Psalm 89:1 “| will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth | will make
Your faithfulness known through all generations.”

Mark 16:20 “Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the
Lord worked with them and confirmed His word by the signs that accompanied
it. Amen.”

Meditation

After people experience God’s grace, they often treasure those experiences
deep in their hearts, and they become a continual source of thanksgiving and
praise. Some even desire to pass this faith on to the next generation, from
generation to generation. This is because God’s love and faithfulness are not
merely stories from the past, but realities that continue to unfold in people’s lives
today.

At the end of the Gospel of Mark, we read that the disciples went out to preach
the gospel, and “the Lord worked with them.” What a precious promise! God
never intended for people to accomplish His work alone. When we are willing to
step out for Him, God Himself goes with us, guiding us and giving us strength.



Many people think that sharing the gospel requires great ability, powerful
preaching, or doing extraordinary things. But in reality, a genuine testimony, a
word of encouragement, or a simple act of care and companionship can
become a vessel through which God works—bringing comfort and hope into

someone’s life. What truly touches people is not merely human eloquence, but
the presence and love of God.

To share the gospel is to share Christ and the salvation of His cross, bringing
God’s love and faithfulness into another person’s life.

Today, may God use your voice.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me with Your everlasting love and for faithfully
guiding me throughout my life. As | share Your love and faithfulness with others,
remind me that You are still working with me. Strengthen and encourage me to

become a messenger of the gospel. In the name of Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.
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Job 19:25% know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand on
the earth.”

1 Corinthians 15:20 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

Meditation

Many people are searching for hope. But where does true hope really come
from? Can human effort bring lasting hope? When a person is trapped in the
depths of suffering, is it still possible to see hope?

At the darkest moment of his life, Job lost his possessions, his health, and even
the support of those closest to him. He himself could not understand why
suffering had come upon him. Yet in the midst of such deep pain, he spoke
these powerful words of hope: “I know that my Redeemer lives.”

What an extraordinary faith this was! A faith that rose above circumstances,
above feelings, and even above death itself.

Paul answers this question clearly in today’s Scripture. Jesus Christ has risen
from the dead. He became “the firstfruits,” meaning that death is not the final
ending, and darkness is not forever. Because Christ has conquered death, those
who belong to Him also have the hope of eternal life and resurrection.

Humanity’s greatest fear is often not simply the coming of suffering, but the fear
of having no hope in the midst of suffering. Today, may Job’s faith in God
remind us once again: “My Redeemer lives.” Because He lives, we still have
hope—not a temporary hope, but an eternal hope.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being my living Redeemer. Give me faith to believe
that because You have conquered death, You are also able to give me eternal
hope. May my heart find renewed strength and peace in You. In the name of
Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.
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Jeremiah 10:23 “LORD, | know that people’s lives are not their own; it is not for
them to direct their steps.”

Luke 12:19-20 “And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry. 'But God said to him, ‘You fool!
This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you
have prepared for yourself?’”

Meditation

Modern people place great importance on planning. From education and
careers to retirement and financial management, we all hope to arrange our
future carefully and securely. Yet when | read Jeremiah’s words, “People’s lives
are not their own; it is not for them to direct their steps,” | find myself deeply
agreeing. These words reveal an important truth about life.

Jeremiah is not telling us to stop planning, nor is he denying human
responsibility. Rather, he is calling us to awaken to the reality that no matter how



carefully we plan, there will always be things beyond our control. Life inevitably
brings unexpected turns, losses, and changes that remind us of our limitations.

The rich fool in Jesus ’'parable is a perfect example. He worked hard and
accumulated great wealth, believing that his possessions were his ultimate
security. He said to himself, “Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” Yet when
God called him home unexpectedly, he realized that everything he had
depended upon could not be taken with him.

What, then, is our true security? Is it the balance in our bank account? A healthy
body? A successful career? Stable relationships? These are all valuable gifts
from God. Yet wealth can disappear, health can decline, relationships can
change, and human abilities fade with time.

So where does true peace come from?Jesus said, “Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give you.” This peace is not dependent on favorable circumstances. It is
a peace that enables us to rest even in the midst of storms. When we entrust
our future to God, we can live with confidence and trust in an uncertain world.

Today, let us honestly ask ourselves: Is my deepest sense of security built upon
my own plans, or upon the unchanging faithfulness of God?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, | need Your constant reminder that my life is not ultimately under
my control, but in Your loving hands. Teach me to be humble and not to place
my hope in wealth, abilities, or achievements, but in Your unchanging
faithfulness. When | face an uncertain future, grant me a heart that trusts in You,
knowing that You will guide my steps. In the name of Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.
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2 Chronicles 30:18-19 “Although most of the many people who came from
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun had not purified themselves, yet
they ate the Passover contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for
them, saying, ‘May the LORD, who is good, pardon everyone who sets their
heart on seeking God—the LORD, the God of their ancestors—even if they are
not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.’”

Luke 15:20 “So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”

Meditation

Today’s two passages remind us that what God values most is not outward
perfection, but a heart that sincerely turns back to Him.

In the days of King Hezekiah, many people were unable to complete the
ceremonial purification required by the Law before participating in the Passover.
Yet their hearts were genuinely seeking God. Therefore, Hezekiah prayed on
their behalf, asking God to show mercy to those who sincerely desired to seek
Him. God heard his prayer and accepted the people.

Jesus ’parable of the prodigal son paints this same grace in a beautiful and
powerful way. The son returned home carrying failure, shame, and regret. Yet



before he even reached his father, his father saw him from a distance, was filled
with compassion, ran to him, embraced him, and kissed him.This father is a

picture of our Heavenly Father’s heart.

Today, may we not focus only on our weaknesses, failures, and shortcomings,
allowing them to keep us away from God. Instead, may we see that our
Heavenly Father has already stretched out His hands of grace and is lovingly
waiting for us to return. When we turn back to Him, we experience once again
His forgiveness, acceptance, and blessing. The sooner we return, the sooner we
will enjoy the grace and abundant life that God has prepared for us.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You. There is only one thing | want to say:

“Your mercy and grace are always greater than my weakness and
shortcomings.” Please give me a heart that sincerely seeks You, so that no
matter what circumstances | face, | will always be willing to return to Your loving
embrace. In the name of Jesus Christ | pray, Amen.



