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What is nervous system? 
The nervous system is a complex network of cells and organs that allows the body to communicate 

internally and respond to external stimuli. It is responsible for regulating and coordinating bodily 

functions, processing sensory information, and enabling thoughts, emotions, and behaviors. The 

nervous system plays a central role in maintaining homeostasis (balance) and ensuring the body can 

react quickly to changes in the environment. 

Major Components of the Nervous System: 

1. Central Nervous System (CNS): 

o The central nervous system consists of the brain and spinal cord. It serves as the 

control center of the body, processing information received from the body and 

sending out commands to execute actions. 

o Brain: The brain is the most complex organ in the body, responsible for interpreting 

sensory information, controlling voluntary and involuntary movements, processing 

thoughts and emotions, and overseeing higher cognitive functions like memory, 

learning, and decision-making. 

o Spinal Cord: The spinal cord acts as a pathway for communication between the brain 

and the rest of the body. It also plays a role in reflexes, which are quick, automatic 

responses to certain stimuli. 

2. Peripheral Nervous System (PNS): 

o The peripheral nervous system connects the CNS to the limbs and organs. It consists 

of nerves that extend from the brain and spinal cord to the rest of the body. 

o The PNS is divided into two main parts:  

1. Somatic Nervous System: Controls voluntary movements by regulating 

skeletal muscles and carries sensory information from sensory organs (e.g., 

skin, eyes, ears) to the CNS. 

2. Autonomic Nervous System (ANS): Controls involuntary functions, such as 

heart rate, digestion, respiratory rate, and the functioning of glands. The ANS 

is further divided into:  

▪ Sympathetic Nervous System: Prepares the body for "fight or flight" 

responses during stress or emergencies (e.g., increasing heart rate, 

dilating pupils). 

▪ Parasympathetic Nervous System: Calms the body after stress, 

promoting "rest and digest" activities (e.g., slowing the heart rate, 

stimulating digestion). 

3. Neurons: 
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o Neurons are the basic building blocks of the nervous system. They are specialized 

cells that transmit electrical signals, known as nerve impulses. Neurons 

communicate with each other through synapses, where electrical signals are 

converted into chemical signals. 

o Neurons consist of three main parts:  

▪ Cell Body: Contains the nucleus and is responsible for maintaining the cell. 

▪ Dendrites: Branch-like structures that receive signals from other neurons. 

▪ Axon: A long, thin extension that transmits electrical impulses away from the 

cell body to other neurons, muscles, or glands. 

2. Synapses and Neurotransmitters: 

o Synapses are the gaps between neurons where signals are transmitted from one 

neuron to another. 

o Neurotransmitters are chemicals that transmit signals across synapses. They can 

excite or inhibit the receiving neuron, influencing the activity of the nervous system. 

Functions of the Nervous System: 

1. Sensory Input: 

o The nervous system collects sensory information from the external environment 

(e.g., light, sound, temperature) and internal body conditions (e.g., muscle stretch, 

blood pressure). Sensory receptors send signals to the brain and spinal cord for 

processing. 

2. Integration: 

o The CNS processes and interprets sensory input, making sense of the information. 

The brain then formulates responses based on past experiences, knowledge, and 

immediate needs. 

3. Motor Output: 

o After processing information, the CNS sends motor commands to muscles and glands 

through the peripheral nervous system to initiate appropriate actions, such as 

movement, secretion of hormones, or adjustments in body temperature. 

4. Homeostasis: 

o The nervous system helps regulate many vital processes, such as body temperature, 

blood pressure, and pH balance, ensuring the body remains in a state of balance 

(homeostasis) despite changes in the external environment. 

5. Cognition and Emotion: 

o The brain is responsible for higher functions such as thinking, reasoning, 

problem-solving, memory, and emotions. These processes allow humans to interact 

with their environment, learn, and make decisions. 
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6. Reflexes: 

o The nervous system is responsible for automatic, rapid responses to stimuli, known 

as reflexes. These occur without conscious thought and are mediated by the spinal 

cord (e.g., pulling your hand away from a hot surface). 

Disorders of the Nervous System: 

Disruptions in the nervous system can lead to various disorders, including: 

1. Neurological Disorders: 

o Alzheimer's Disease: A neurodegenerative disease that affects memory and 

cognitive function. 

o Parkinson's Disease: A movement disorder caused by the death of 

dopamine-producing neurons. 

o Multiple Sclerosis (MS): An autoimmune disease in which the immune system 

attacks the protective covering of nerve fibers, leading to loss of communication 

between the brain and body. 

2. Stroke: 

o A stroke occurs when blood flow to a part of the brain is interrupted, causing brain 

cells to die due to lack of oxygen. This can result in loss of motor control, speech, or 

other functions. 

3. Epilepsy: 

o A disorder characterized by recurring, unprovoked seizures due to abnormal 

electrical activity in the brain. 

4. Peripheral Neuropathy: 

o Damage to peripheral nerves, which can cause numbness, weakness, or pain, often 

due to diabetes, infections, or injuries. 

5. Mental Health Disorders: 

o Conditions such as depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, and bipolar disorder are 

linked to imbalances or dysfunctions in brain chemistry and neural circuits. 

Summary: 

The nervous system is a highly intricate and essential system that controls and coordinates all 

activities in the body. It is made up of the central nervous system (CNS), which includes the brain 

and spinal cord, and the peripheral nervous system (PNS), which connects the CNS to the rest of the 

body. The system receives sensory input, processes information, and generates appropriate motor 

responses. It regulates involuntary functions, supports cognition and emotional processing, and 

helps maintain homeostasis. Disorders affecting the nervous system can lead to a wide range of 

health issues, including neurological conditions, mental health disorders, and movement problems. 

What is central nervous system? 
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The Central Nervous System (CNS) is a critical part of the nervous system that serves as the primary 

control center of the body. It consists of the brain and spinal cord, which work together to process 

sensory information, generate thoughts, control movements, and regulate bodily functions. The CNS 

is responsible for interpreting sensory data and coordinating responses, making it essential for nearly 

every aspect of behavior, cognition, and physical activity. 

Main Components of the Central Nervous System: 

1. Brain: 

o The brain is the most complex organ in the body, responsible for processing sensory 

input, generating thought, controlling voluntary and involuntary movements, and 

managing emotions and memory. 

o The brain can be divided into several key parts, each with specific functions:  

▪ Cerebrum: The largest part of the brain, responsible for higher cognitive 

functions such as thinking, reasoning, learning, memory, and voluntary 

muscle movements. It is divided into two hemispheres (left and right) and 

consists of four lobes:  

▪ Frontal Lobe: Involved in decision-making, problem-solving, 

movement, and personality. 

▪ Parietal Lobe: Processes sensory information related to touch, 

temperature, and spatial awareness. 

▪ Temporal Lobe: Responsible for hearing, memory, and speech. 

▪ Occipital Lobe: Primarily responsible for processing visual 

information. 

▪ Cerebellum: Located at the back of the brain, it coordinates balance, 

posture, and fine motor movements. It helps smooth and refine motor 

actions. 

▪ Brainstem: Located beneath the brain, the brainstem connects the brain to 

the spinal cord and controls essential functions such as breathing, heart rate, 

and sleep cycles. It includes the midbrain, pons, and medulla oblongata. 

▪ Diencephalon: Includes the thalamus (which relays sensory information) 

and the hypothalamus (which regulates body temperature, hunger, thirst, 

and the release of hormones). 

2. Spinal Cord: 

o The spinal cord is a long, tube-like structure that extends from the base of the brain 

(at the medulla oblongata) down through the spine. It acts as a communication 

pathway between the brain and the rest of the body. 
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o The spinal cord contains nerve fibers that carry signals from the brain to the body 

and vice versa. It also plays a key role in reflex actions—automatic responses to 

stimuli that do not require input from the brain. 

o The spinal cord is protected by the vertebral column (spine) and is surrounded by 

cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), which cushions and nourishes the brain and spinal cord. 

Functions of the Central Nervous System: 

1. Sensory Processing: 

o The CNS receives sensory input from the peripheral nervous system (PNS), which 

collects data from sensory receptors throughout the body (e.g., in the skin, eyes, 

ears). The brain interprets this sensory information to create perceptions of the 

environment, such as sight, sound, and touch. 

2. Motor Control: 

o The CNS generates motor output, directing the movement of muscles. It sends 

signals through the spinal cord and peripheral nerves to muscles to perform 

voluntary actions, like walking or picking up objects. It also controls involuntary 

movements, such as the contraction of the heart or the movement of digestive 

muscles. 

3. Cognition and Thought: 

o The brain is responsible for higher-order cognitive functions such as thinking, 

reasoning, learning, memory, problem-solving, and decision-making. The cerebrum 

plays a major role in these processes, particularly in the frontal lobes. 

4. Regulation of Vital Functions: 

o The brainstem and other parts of the CNS regulate vital, automatic functions such as:  

▪ Breathing 

▪ Heart rate 

▪ Blood pressure 

▪ Sleep-wake cycles 

o The hypothalamus plays a key role in regulating body temperature, hunger, and 

thirst, while also controlling the release of hormones from the pituitary gland. 

5. Emotions and Behavior: 

o The brain also manages emotional responses and behavioral patterns. The limbic 

system, which includes structures like the amygdala and hippocampus, is 

responsible for emotions, memory formation, and motivation. 

6. Reflexes: 
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o Reflexes are rapid, involuntary responses to stimuli that occur without conscious 

thought. The spinal cord plays an essential role in reflexes, such as when you touch 

something hot and automatically withdraw your hand before you feel pain. 

Protection of the Central Nervous System: 

The CNS is highly protected by several layers: 

● Skull and Vertebral Column: These bony structures protect the brain and spinal cord from 

physical damage. 

● Meninges: Three protective membranes (the dura mater, arachnoid mater, and pia mater) 

surround the brain and spinal cord, helping to cushion and protect them. 

● Cerebrospinal Fluid (CSF): This fluid surrounds the brain and spinal cord, providing 

cushioning and removing waste products. It also nourishes the CNS. 

● Blood-Brain Barrier: A selective barrier that protects the brain from harmful substances in 

the blood while allowing essential nutrients to pass through. 

Disorders of the Central Nervous System: 

Several conditions can affect the CNS, including: 

● Stroke: A disruption of blood flow to the brain, leading to damage in the affected area, which 

can result in loss of motor skills, speech, or cognitive function. 

● Multiple Sclerosis (MS): An autoimmune disease where the immune system attacks the 

protective covering of nerve fibers in the CNS, leading to muscle weakness, coordination 

problems, and vision issues. 

● Parkinson's Disease: A neurodegenerative disorder characterized by tremors, stiffness, and 

difficulty with movement control, caused by the loss of dopamine-producing neurons in the 

brain. 

● Alzheimer's Disease: A progressive neurodegenerative disease that causes memory loss, 

confusion, and cognitive decline due to damage to brain cells. 

● Spinal Cord Injury: Damage to the spinal cord can result in partial or complete loss of 

sensation and movement below the site of injury, leading to paralysis. 

Summary: 

The Central Nervous System (CNS) is composed of the brain and spinal cord, and it is responsible for 

controlling and coordinating bodily functions. It processes sensory information, controls motor 

functions, enables cognition and emotional responses, and regulates vital processes like breathing 

and heart rate. The CNS is protected by physical structures, membranes, cerebrospinal fluid, and the 

blood-brain barrier. Disorders affecting the CNS can result in a range of conditions, from cognitive 

decline to movement disorders. 

What is peripheral nervous system? 

The peripheral nervous system (PNS) is a part of the nervous system that exists outside the brain 

and spinal cord (which make up the central nervous system, or CNS). The PNS is responsible for 
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transmitting sensory and motor signals between the central nervous system and the rest of the body, 

including limbs, organs, and muscles. 

Main Components of the PNS: 

1. Cranial Nerves: These nerves arise from the brain and control functions such as vision, smell, 

taste, and movement of the face, head, and neck. 

2. Spinal Nerves: These nerves emerge from the spinal cord and carry signals to and from the 

rest of the body. There are 31 pairs of spinal nerves, each corresponding to a particular 

segment of the body. 

3. Autonomic Nervous System (ANS): A subdivision of the PNS that controls involuntary bodily 

functions such as heart rate, digestion, and breathing. The ANS is further divided into: 

o Sympathetic Nervous System: Prepares the body for "fight or flight" responses. 

o Parasympathetic Nervous System: Controls "rest and digest" functions, helping the 

body to conserve energy and recover after stress. 

4. Somatic Nervous System: Another subdivision of the PNS, it controls voluntary movements 

and sensations. It carries sensory information from the body to the CNS and motor 

commands from the CNS to the muscles. 

Functions of the PNS: 

● Sensory Input: Collecting information from sensory receptors (like those in the skin, eyes, 

and ears) and transmitting it to the CNS. 

● Motor Output: Sending commands from the CNS to muscles and glands to execute 

movement or other physiological responses. 

● Autonomic Regulation: Regulating involuntary processes like heartbeat, digestion, and 

breathing. 

In summary, the peripheral nervous system plays a crucial role in connecting the central nervous 

system to the rest of the body, enabling communication and the coordination of both voluntary and 

involuntary actions. 

What are neurons? 

Neurons are specialized cells of the nervous system responsible for transmitting electrical signals 

throughout the body. They are the building blocks of both the central nervous system (CNS) and the 

peripheral nervous system (PNS), enabling communication between the brain, spinal cord, and other 

parts of the body. 

Key Characteristics of Neurons: 

1. Excitability: Neurons can respond to stimuli, such as chemical signals, physical touch, or 

electrical impulses. 

2. Conductivity: Neurons can transmit electrical impulses, called action potentials, over long 

distances within the body. 

3. Secretion: Neurons can release neurotransmitters, which are chemicals that transmit signals 

to other cells, including other neurons, muscles, or glands. 
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Structure of Neurons: 

Neurons have a unique structure that allows them to carry out their functions efficiently. The basic 

parts of a neuron are: 

1. Cell Body (Soma): The central part of the neuron that contains the nucleus and organelles. It 

processes incoming signals and maintains the cell’s overall functions. 

2. Dendrites: Branched extensions from the cell body that receive signals from other neurons 

or sensory receptors. They help carry incoming information toward the cell body. 

3. Axon: A long, slender projection that transmits electrical impulses away from the cell body to 

other neurons, muscles, or glands. Axons can be very long (even up to several feet in the 

human body) and are often insulated by a myelin sheath, which speeds up signal 

transmission. 

4. Axon Terminals (Synaptic Endings): The endings of the axon that release neurotransmitters 

to communicate with other neurons or cells at synapses (the junctions between two neurons 

or a neuron and a muscle). 

5. Myelin Sheath: A fatty layer that surrounds the axon in many neurons. It helps to speed up 

the transmission of electrical signals by insulating the axon and allowing the action potential 

to travel more quickly. 

6. Nodes of Ranvier: Gaps in the myelin sheath where the axon is exposed. These nodes allow 

the action potential to jump from node to node, speeding up signal conduction. 

Types of Neurons: 

1. Sensory Neurons (Afferent Neurons): These neurons carry sensory information from sensory 

receptors (such as the skin, eyes, and ears) to the central nervous system (CNS). 

2. Motor Neurons (Efferent Neurons): These neurons carry motor commands from the CNS to 

muscles and glands, enabling movement and other bodily functions. 

3. Interneurons: These neurons are found within the CNS and serve as connectors between 

sensory and motor neurons. They process and integrate information, helping to form 

complex responses. 

Function of Neurons: 

Neurons transmit information through electrical impulses. When a neuron is stimulated (e.g., by a 

signal from another neuron or sensory input), it generates an action potential, which is a rapid 

electrical charge that travels down the axon. This action potential eventually reaches the axon 

terminals, where it triggers the release of neurotransmitters. These neurotransmitters cross the 

synapse to communicate with neighboring neurons, muscles, or glands. 

In summary, neurons are essential for transmitting information throughout the nervous system, 

allowing us to sense the environment, control movement, and regulate internal bodily functions. 

What are Synapses and Neurotransmitters 

Synapses: 
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A synapse is the junction or gap between two neurons (or between a neuron and a muscle or gland), 

where communication occurs. It allows one neuron to transmit an electrical or chemical signal to 

another cell, enabling the nervous system to relay information. 

There are two main types of synapses: 

1. Chemical Synapses: The most common type of synapse, where the communication between 

neurons is mediated by neurotransmitters (chemical messengers). 

2. Electrical Synapses: Less common, these synapses allow direct electrical communication 

between neurons through gap junctions, enabling faster signal transmission. 

Structure of a Synapse: 

A typical chemical synapse consists of: 

1. Presynaptic Neuron: The neuron that sends the signal. The end of the presynaptic neuron 

contains small sacs called synaptic vesicles, which store neurotransmitters. 

2. Synaptic Cleft: The small gap between the two neurons (or a neuron and a target cell like a 

muscle or gland). This is where neurotransmitters are released. 

3. Postsynaptic Neuron: The neuron or target cell that receives the signal. The postsynaptic cell 

has receptor sites on its membrane that are sensitive to specific neurotransmitters. 

Synaptic Transmission Process: 

1. Action Potential Arrival: An action potential (electrical signal) travels down the axon of the 

presynaptic neuron and reaches the axon terminal. 

2. Neurotransmitter Release: The electrical signal triggers the release of neurotransmitters 

from synaptic vesicles into the synaptic cleft. 

3. Neurotransmitter Binding: The neurotransmitters cross the synaptic cleft and bind to 

specific receptors on the membrane of the postsynaptic neuron (or muscle/gland). 

4. Signal Transmission: Binding of neurotransmitters to the receptors generates a new 

electrical signal in the postsynaptic cell, continuing the transmission of information. 

5. Neurotransmitter Removal: After the neurotransmitter has transmitted the signal, it is either 

broken down by enzymes, reabsorbed by the presynaptic neuron (a process called reuptake), 

or diffuses away, stopping the signal. 

Neurotransmitters: 

Neurotransmitters are chemical substances that transmit signals across a synapse from one neuron 

to another or to a target cell, such as a muscle or gland. They are released by the presynaptic neuron 

into the synaptic cleft and bind to receptors on the postsynaptic neuron, leading to a physiological 

response. 

Types of Neurotransmitters: 

There are many different neurotransmitters, each with distinct roles in the body. Some common 

examples include: 

1. Acetylcholine (ACh): 
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o Function: Involved in muscle contraction and the activation of the parasympathetic 

nervous system (rest and digest functions). 

o Location: Found in neuromuscular junctions (between neurons and muscles) and the 

brain. 

2. Dopamine: 

o Function: Plays a key role in mood regulation, motivation, reward, and motor 

control. It's involved in the brain's pleasure and reward pathways. 

o Location: Found in areas of the brain like the basal ganglia and mesolimbic pathway. 

3. Serotonin: 

o Function: Regulates mood, sleep, appetite, and digestion. Often called the 

"feel-good" neurotransmitter. 

o Location: Primarily found in the brain and intestines. 

4. Norepinephrine (Noradrenaline): 

o Function: Involved in the body's "fight or flight" response, increasing alertness and 

arousal. It also regulates mood. 

o Location: Found in the brain and throughout the sympathetic nervous system. 

5. Gamma-Aminobutyric Acid (GABA): 

o Function: The primary inhibitory neurotransmitter, which reduces the activity of 

neurons, calming the nervous system. 

o Location: Found in the brain, particularly in regions like the cortex. 

6. Glutamate: 

o Function: The primary excitatory neurotransmitter, which increases the activity of 

neurons, important for learning and memory. 

o Location: Found throughout the brain. 

7. Endorphins: 

o Function: Act as natural painkillers, reducing pain and stress, and promoting feelings 

of pleasure and well-being. 

o Location: Released in response to stress, exercise, or pain. 

Functions of Neurotransmitters: 

● Excitatory Neurotransmitters (e.g., glutamate) increase the likelihood that a postsynaptic 

neuron will generate an action potential and continue the signal transmission. 

● Inhibitory Neurotransmitters (e.g., GABA) decrease the likelihood of an action potential, 

thereby dampening or slowing down the transmission of a signal. 

Summary: 
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● Synapses are the connections between neurons (or between neurons and muscles/glands) 

that allow communication. 

● Neurotransmitters are the chemicals that transmit signals across synapses, enabling the 

nervous system to carry out its functions, such as sensing stimuli, controlling movements, 

and regulating emotions and bodily processes. 
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