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What is Skeletal System? 
The skeletal system is the framework of bones and cartilage that supports the body, protects internal 

organs, facilitates movement, and serves as a storage reservoir for minerals and fat. It plays a crucial 

role in maintaining the body's structure and function. Here's a detailed overview: 

Key Functions of the Skeletal System: 

1. Support: The skeletal system provides a rigid structure that supports the body. It serves as 

the "framework" for the body, maintaining its shape and supporting tissues like muscles and 

organs. 

2. Protection: Bones protect vital internal organs from physical damage. For example: 

o The skull protects the brain. 

o The rib cage protects the heart and lungs. 

o The vertebrae protect the spinal cord. 

3. Movement: Bones, in conjunction with muscles, enable movement. Muscles attach to bones 

via tendons, and when muscles contract, they pull on bones, creating movement at joints. 

This system allows for a wide range of motions, from walking to fine motor tasks like writing. 

4. Mineral Storage: Bones act as a storage site for minerals, particularly calcium and 

phosphorus. These minerals can be released into the bloodstream when needed, helping to 

maintain mineral balance in the body. Calcium, in particular, is vital for muscle function, 

nerve transmission, and blood clotting. 

5. Blood Cell Production: The bone marrow (found in the cavities of certain bones) is the site 

of hematopoiesis, the production of red blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets. This is 

essential for oxygen transport, immune function, and blood clotting. 

6. Fat Storage: Bones, especially in the yellow bone marrow, store fat, which can be used as an 

energy reserve. 

Major Components of the Skeletal System: 

1. Bones: 

o Bone tissue is a dense, hard connective tissue that provides structure and strength. 

It is made up of cells embedded in a matrix of minerals (primarily calcium 

phosphate) and collagen fibers. 

o There are 206 bones in the adult human body, which vary in shape and size, 

including long bones (e.g., femur), flat bones (e.g., skull), short bones (e.g., carpals), 

and irregular bones (e.g., vertebrae). 

2. Cartilage: Cartilage is a flexible, semi-rigid connective tissue found in areas where flexibility 

and smooth movement are required. It covers the ends of bones at joints, helps absorb 

shock, and reduces friction. There are three types of cartilage: 
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o Hyaline cartilage (found in joints, ribs, and respiratory system). 

o Elastic cartilage (found in the ears and epiglottis). 

o Fibrocartilage (found in intervertebral discs and knee joints). 

3. Joints: Joints are the points where two or more bones meet, allowing for movement and 

flexibility. There are different types of joints: 

o Synovial joints (e.g., knee, elbow, hip) are highly movable and contain a fluid-filled 

cavity. 

o Fibrous joints (e.g., sutures in the skull) are immovable or slightly movable. 

o Cartilaginous joints (e.g., intervertebral discs) allow limited movement. 

4. Ligaments: Ligaments are strong, flexible bands of connective tissue that connect bones to 

other bones, stabilizing joints and limiting movement to prevent injury. 

5. Tendons: Tendons are connective tissues that attach muscles to bones, enabling movement. 

They transfer the force generated by muscle contraction to bones, allowing motion at the 

joints. 

Types of Bones: 

● Long bones: Found in limbs (e.g., femur, humerus), they are longer than they are wide and 

support weight. 

● Short bones: Cube-shaped bones found in wrists and ankles (e.g., carpals, tarsals). 

● Flat bones: Thin and flat bones, such as the skull, ribs, and sternum, protect organs. 

● Irregular bones: Complex shapes, such as the vertebrae and facial bones. 

● Sesamoid bones: Small, round bones that form within tendons, such as the patella 

(kneecap). 

Bone Structure: 

● Compact bone: Dense and forms the outer layer of bones, providing strength. 

● Spongy bone: Found inside bones, particularly at the ends of long bones, and contains bone 

marrow. It is lighter and less dense than compact bone. 

Bone Development and Growth: 

Bones undergo a process called ossification (or osteogenesis), where cartilage is gradually replaced 

by bone tissue. This process is particularly important during childhood and adolescence, when bones 

are growing. Growth plates (epiphyseal plates) at the ends of long bones allow for lengthening during 

growth. 

Bone Remodeling: 

Bones are constantly being remodeled throughout life. This involves the removal of old bone tissue 

(by osteoclasts) and the formation of new bone tissue (by osteoblasts). This process is crucial for 

maintaining bone strength and repairing microdamage. 
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Common Bone Disorders: 

● Osteoporosis: A condition where bones become weak and brittle due to a loss of bone 

density. 

● Arthritis: Inflammation of joints, often causing pain and stiffness (e.g., osteoarthritis, 

rheumatoid arthritis). 

● Fractures: Breaks or cracks in bones, often caused by trauma or disease. 

● Rickets: A childhood disorder caused by vitamin D deficiency, leading to soft, weak bones. 

Summary: 

The skeletal system is essential for the body's structure, protection, and movement. It includes 

bones, cartilage, joints, ligaments, and tendons, all working together to allow movement, provide 

support, protect vital organs, store minerals and fat, and produce blood cells. Proper functioning of 

the skeletal system is critical for overall health and mobility. 
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