
By Dale Rankin

It’s been a good week here on our 
little sandbar. Labor Day wasn’t 
much work Around the Island this 
week as the beaches were full but 
not packed, about like a mid-sum-
mer weekend, as the late arrival of 
Labor Day seemed to tamp down 
the OTB invasion. 

Historically our tourism season 
was considered to be 100 days 
starting with Memorial Day and 
running steady through Septem-
ber but as state-mandated back 
to school days moved steadily 
into August our season is now 
closer to 75 days but our shoulder 
seasons in April and October have 
consistently been busier in the 
years after Covid when we were 
overwhelmed. Our tourism in-
dustry is changing and our Island 
is changing with it as we can see 
by the new construction going up 
Around the Island. 

Longtime real estate professionals 
report that potential buyers are 
now migrating to Padre Island 
as prices from Rockport to Port 
Aransas have jumped with the 
rebuild after Hurricane Harvey 
and there is upward pressure on 
the price of Padre homes even in 
the current tight market. We have 
been discovered.

Open Enrollment
For Islanders of a certain age the 
annual Medicare Enrollment Pe-
riod, when you can select a plan, 
is October 15 – December 7 this 
year. Enough said.

Open canals

We continue to await the removal 
of the sand plug on Lake Padre to 
open Island canals to water flow. 
There was nothing public to report 
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42 homesites under contract 
at Whitecap development
Special events space nearing completion
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By Dale Rankin

Builder Esperanza Homes has 
placed 42 homesites under contract 
at the Whitecap development on 
Padre Island. 

According  to a release by the com-
pany the McAllen based Esperanza 
Homes is nationally recognized 
as a Builder Magazine Top 100 
Builder and has been named to the 
Inc.5000 list of fastest growing 

By Jim Atwill and Dale Rankin

With the groundbreaking for the 
new Briscoe King Pavilion this 
week we take a look at the man 
behind the name. Who was Briscoe 
King and how did the pavilion at 
Balli Park come to be named after 
him?  

There is very little on the written 
records in Nueces County that 
addresses that question so when 
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Open House 
for Highway 

361 Plan
Monday, September 21

Islanders will have a chance be 
part of the planning process for 
improvements to State Highway 
361. Texas Department of Trans-
portation is holding an open house 
to residents, businesses, commut-
ers and visitors to join a communi-
ty conversation about safety along 
the SH 361 corridor on Monday, 
Sept. 21, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Island in the Son United Methodist 
Church, 10650 SH 361. 

It will be conducted in a come-
and-go open house format, giving 
attendees an opportunity to stop by 
at their convenience, talk directly 
with TxDOT staff, review ongo-
ing safety efforts, and share their 
thoughts about the corridor. No 
formal presentation will be given.

The goal is to gather communi-
ty feedback to help shape both 
near-term and long-term strategies 
aimed at improving safety along 
the corridor. 

The island with the model homes is in Whitecap phase 1

The old Briscoe King Pavilion and Bob Hall Pier

The circular skatepark design set for Billish Park.

Work begins at new Briscoe 
King Pavilion

Work began this week with 
groundbreaking for the new $8 
million Briscoe King Pavilion at 
Padre Balli Park. The new facility 
is located just behind the dune 
between the current pavilion and 
Bob Hall Pier. It will include 
5000 square feet of air condi-
tioned meeting space as well as 
a banquet kitchen. It is funded 
through the Island Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone #2 and is ex-
pected to be completed in 2027. 

Design on a $1 million skatepark 
planned for Billish Park is com-
plete and construction set to begin 
in January, 2027, according to 
information presented to the Island 
Strategic Action Committee this 
week.

The park will be located in the 
south-central portion of the park 
and is designed for all levels of 
skateboarders, including a separate 
section for beginners.

Design for Island skatepark complete
Construction to begin January 2027

Briscoe King Pavilion this week

September 25-27

Wounded 
Warrior Beach 

Bash needs 
sponsors

The 12th Annual Wounded Warrior 
Beach Bash is on for the weekend 
of September 25-27. 

Each year wounded veterans and 
their families are invited to the 
Surfside Condos for an all-expense 
paid weekend. The organizers are 
looking for sponsors for packag-
es starting at $60 to help pay the 
expenses for the event. To sponsor 
the event contact Linda Lindsey, 
830-591-8212. 
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 Randy Yoder hooked this 43-inch beauty on Labor Day in the Lower Laguna 
Giant with Guide Adrian Woschnagg. 
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Hi! My name is Jazzlyn S. Krueger, and I took this at Cheonjeyeon Waterfall 
at Jeju, South Korea. I’m a native Padre Islander stationed in South Korea, 

and I grew up with the Moon. I’m so happy I get to share! Thank you! 

Mike and Catherine Clark took the Moon to Mesa Verde National Park where 
civilization transcends time. 

The Traveling Moon
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Letters to the Editor

UFO’s
In reference to the Pentagons’ release of 
more info about UFOs, flying saucers, ETs 
and so forth. There is no proof or evidence 
of any kind anywhere in the world that the 
earth has ever been visited by anybody from 
outer space.

A photo or a moving camera image is not 
evidence since evidence must be identified 
to what it is, otherwise it is not evidence. 
There is a lot of other things in the earth or 
things that have happened that would make 
you think otherwise but there just isn’t 
anything provable. 

The precision made, interlocking rock walls 
with large pivoting doors in Bolivia might 
have been made by somebody from outer 
space because it is unknown exactly how 
or why they were made. And possibly there 
has been some update finding that I am 
not aware of. It’s assumed it was made by 
inhabitants of Bolivia because there is some 
head images of Bolivian Indians among the 
scattered and broken, damaged rocks that 
probably an earthquake or enormous flood 
caused.  As far as I know, no scientist has 
ever figured out what tools were used to 
make such things ant could only be made 
with the most modern tools of  today.

No lore about the rocks was ever handed 
down through the ages so it’s possible when 
the rocks were scattered, it  killed anybody 
connect to them. In the past thousands of 
people have been killed by just one earth-
quake. I am not aware if scientists have 
proven anything new about the rocks.

If somebody, in the past, had visited earth 
from outer space, it would have made head-
lines and be known today because there is 
no reason any government or country would 
keep it unknown. Scientists have stated that 
those rocks might be the oldest rock works 
in the world, 12,000 years or older.

Bobbie Kimbrell

Public information, free speech rights go hand in hand

By Kelley Shannon

It takes time and 
energy to keep a 
close watch on our 
government, but 
it’s our right as 
citizens. Really, it’s 
a duty. Transparen-
cy laws along with 
liberties granted by 
the U.S. Constitu-
tion help us do the 
job.

Access to public information and free 
speech go hand in hand. We can’t effec-
tively speak to and about our government 
without knowing the facts.

Yet freedom of speech and one of the 
state’s main transparency laws, the Texas 
Public Information Act, are in the spotlight 
amid concerns they are being eroded. The 
Freedom of Information Foundation of 
Texas will explore these topics at its state 
conference “Tracking the Truth, Safeguard-
ing First Amendment Rights” on Sept. 18 in 
Austin.

Free expression on college campuses is the 
focus of the conference’s opening ses-
sion, featuring former KUT News general 
manager Debbie Hiott, whose recent firing 
by the University of Texas at Austin ignited 
a free speech and transparency controver-
sy. The conference will also include First 
Amendment experts; a look at access to 
immigration enforcement information; a 
keynote address by Garrett Haake, chief 
White House correspondent for NBC 
News; and a session on using the Texas 
Public Information Act.

Despite a weakening of the Public Informa-
tion Act over the years, the 53-year-old law 
still allows light to shine on government to 
answer essential questions about how tax-
payer money is spent and how government 
officials make decisions. At its core, as it 
was written and intended, the law is strong 
and protects citizens’ right to know. That’s 
because government information is pre-
sumed to be open, unless a legal exemption 
to disclosure exists.

This structure gives power to the people by 
requiring a governmental body that seeks 
to withhold information to argue why it 
should be permitted to do so. In most cases, 
it must seek a ruling from the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office.

That means the attorney general fulfills a 
vital oversight role. It’s a much better sys-
tem than letting government officials make 

those decisions themselves, something the 
opening words of the Public Information Act 
warn against.

“The people, in delegating authority, do not 
give their public servants the right to decide 
what is good for the people to know and 
what is not good for them to know,” the law 
states.

But there are problems with the act we can-
not ignore.

Some governments abuse the law by delay-
ing information releases. They unnecessarily 
seek attorney general rulings when infor-
mation is clearly public or give requesters 
unfair expensive cost estimates for obtaining 
records. Some misuse the attorney-client 
privilege and litigation exceptions and others 
to try to block disclosure of information.

The act needs stronger enforcement mea-
sures. This can take several forms. One 
method is to ensure that records requestors 
who must go to court to force the release of 
information can recover their legal fees from 
that government. Currently, this isn’t a given 
in Texas.

The state Legislature should address these 
areas in its 2027 session. We need a back-
to-basics approach to the Public Information 
Act to remain true to its intent of helping 
citizens watch over their public servants and 
tax dollars.

Our information rights give us the ability 
to track the truth as we use our free speech 
rights to make our voices heard.

Kelley Shannon is executive director of 
the Freedom of Information Foundation of 
Texas, a nonprofit based in Austin. For more 
information about the organization and its 
upcoming state conference, which is open 
to members of the public who register, go to 
www.foift.org.

TxDOT invitation to SH 361 Safety Conversation
Monday, Sept. 21, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Island in Son Methodist Church

The Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) is inviting residents, businesses, 
commuters and visitors to join a community 
conversation about safety along the SH 361 
corridor.

The SH 361 Corridor Safety Conver-
sation will be held on Monday, Sept. 21, 
2026, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Island in the 
Son United Methodist Church, 10650 SH 
361, Corpus Christi, Texas 78418.

The event will be conducted in a come-
and-go open house format, giving attendees 
an opportunity to stop by at their conve-
nience, talk directly with TxDOT staff, 
review ongoing safety efforts, and share 
their thoughts about the corridor. No formal 
presentation will be given.

Whether you travel SH 361 every day, 
live nearby, own a business in the area, or 

simply use the corridor from time to time, 
TxDOT wants to hear from you. Communi-
ty feedback will help shape both near-term 
and long-term strategies aimed at improving 
safety along the corridor.

“We know the people who use SH 361 every 
day have valuable insights into the challeng-
es and opportunities along the corridor,” 
said TxDOT officials. “This conversation is 
an opportunity to listen, share what we’ve 
learned so far, and work together toward 
safer travel for everyone.”

Attendees will have the chance to learn more 
about current and future safety initiatives, 
provide comments and discuss concerns 
directly with TxDOT representatives.

Your experience matters. Stop by, share 
your perspective and help shape the future 
of safety along SH 361.

private companies in the US. A statement 
from Whitecap developers says:  Esperanza 
Homes and Whitecap are working together 
to develop a new cottage series of homes 
designed specifically for Whitecap. 

“This is about more than adding another 
builder to Whitecap,” said Terence Johnson, 
EVP and GM/Ashlar Development. “We are 
working closely with Esperanza to create a 
cottage product specifically for this commu-
nity. They understand what we are trying to 
accomplish at Whitecap and have embraced 
the opportunity to design something that fits 
the character and lifestyle we are creating.”

Esperanza Homes said construction is 
anticipated to begin in early 2027. Design 
work on the cottage series is underway, with 
plans, elevations, pricing and other details 
to be released as the product is finalized.

“The addition of this cottage series gives 
us another important housing choice within 
Whitecap,” Johnson said. “Our objective 
is to offer a thoughtful range of homes and 
price points without losing the overall de-
sign quality and identity of the community. 
Esperanza is helping us accomplish that.”

Events Center
The special events area at the Whitecap de-
velopment is also nearing completion with 
portions expected to be open to the public 
by the end of 2027. The area includes pick-
leball courts, an outdoor events area, boat  
docks, restrooms, food trucks, a tour boat, 
and a restaurant site for future development. 



Q.C. Meat Market (3002 S Port Ave, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78405) is really more 
of a broadline Mexican grocery store than 
just a meat market. Q.C. stands for Quinta 
Caporales, which translates to “Foreman’s 
Estate.”
Their produce department is tidy, well-
stocked, and fresh. You’ll find calabacitas, 
jicama, nopales, cassava, epazote, ver-
dolagas, y chiles — as well as most staples 
you’d find in any grocery store.
There’s a tortilla-making station with one 
woman making tortillas de harina and the 
other tortillas de maiz. It’s easy to get torti-
lla-making FOMO just standing there, and 
if it happens to you, there is relief within 
grasp: a variety of masa- and tortilla-mak-
ing gear and related ingredients are for 
sale. You can also pick up other cooking 
wares like un disco, una olla grande, un 
molcajete, un metate y su mano, o talav-
eras poblanas. And there’s a display with 
many different knives, spatulas, and other 
utensils.
Of course, there are dry goods, toiletries, 
pantry items, various panes and pan dulce, 
canned goods, and an entire wall dedicat-
ed to every herb, spice, and dried chile 
imaginable. There’s a little area with small 
private kiosk-like desks. I’m not sure what 
they were for. Could be machines that send 
money home, computers you can rent by 
the hour, or gambling machines. Whatever 
they were, there were a couple of folks 
using them. Closer inspection felt rude, so I 
abstained.
The meat counter though! Oh, boy! It’s a 
fifty-foot-long series of refrigerated display 
cases with piles of beef, chicken, and pork. 
Every known cut in the canon of Tejano 
and Mexican cooking is right there. Plus 
a vast array of partially prepared meat: 
marinated this-and-that, skewers, poppers, 
grill-ready, seasoned cuts — everything 
from arrachera to zancarrón. If all of that 
overwhelms your senses, just grab some 
ready-to-eat chicharrones. They’re fried 
onsite — in pork fat, of course.
The checkout counter is also a mini finan-
cial services center where you can get a 
money order, buy some minutes for your 
mobile plan, grab a charger for your phone, 
or play various Texas Lottery games.
As if all of that weren’t enough, the joint 
also houses the best taco spot in the Coastal 
Bend: Taqueria el Charly is not messing 
around. I’m not even sure where to start, 
but I guess breakfast is as good a place as 
any.
The breakfast taco covers the basics with 
eggs, bacon, chorizo, ham, and cheese 
— presumably in any combination. The 
three breakfast plates are a Jalisco Omelet, 
Huevos Rancheros, and The Super Ranche-
ro, which is huevos rancheros plus a pork 
chop.
Lunch and dinner offerings include tacos, 
plates, or meat by-the-pound: asada, barba-
coa, bistec, buche, cabeza, carnitas, fajita, 
lengua, pastor, papas locas, pollo, y tripas.
They make both flour and corn tortillas 
right there, and they are the best examples 
of either that I have ever eaten. Everything 
is great, but we need to talk about the 
plato de carne al pastor because it was a 
revelation.
Layered meat cooked on a vertical spit 
exists in several food cultures. There is a 
heat source — usually in the back — which 
keeps crispy edges on the meat and gradu-
ally melts a fat cap on top so that the meat 
below is continuously basted. The rotisserie 
is stopped to slice off scraps as needed. 
The original is Turkey’s döner kebab. The 
Middle East and the Levant got in on the 
action with shawarma. Not to be left out, 
Greece joined the party with gyro. Leba-
nese and Iraqi immigrants to Mexico after 
The Great War came up with tacos árabes 
(Arab tacos). Finally, tacos árabes evolved 
into tacos al pastor (shepherd tacos) and 
the dish can be found all over Mexico and 
in most Mexican restaurants abroad.
Here’s the thing: the pastor at Taqueria el 
Charly is seasoned more like shawarma 
than it is garden-variety al pastor. This tells 
me that Charly is hip to history. And if all 

that isn’t enough, there’s a chilled add-ons 
bar. Charly offers four excellent salsas, a 
tub of cilantro, cebolla, y chile, and another 
tub of radishes and cucumber.
Taqueria el Charly is open 7:00 AM to 9:00 
PM Monday through Saturday. They close 
at 3:00 PM on Sunday.
Inspired by Charly’s excellent salsa bar, I 
want to share a recipe we just developed 
here at The Port Aransas Cookbook. It 
features the morita chile—a smoke-dried 
jalapeño that is left to ripen longer on the 
vine than a standard chipotle, making it 
slightly softer, sweeter, and fruitier while 
still delivering a complex, smoky heat. This 
salsa pairs beautifully with homemade al 
pastor, and I hope you’ll give it a try.

Salsa Morita Tatemada
●	 24 whole Roma tomatoes, cored 

(2500g)
●	 3 large red onions, peeled and 

quartered (900g)
●	 12 whole tomatillos, husked and 

rinsed (600g)
●	 2 whole heads garlic, cloves 

peeled and left whole (85g)
●	 8 pods morita chiles, wiped clean 

and stemmed (23g)
●	 ½ cup neutral oil (120g total), 

divided into 2 tbsp (30g) and 6 
tbsp (90g)

●	 ¼ cup apple cider vinegar (52g)
●	 3 tbsp Knorr Caldo de Pollo pow-

der (30g)
●	 2 tbsp dried Mexican oregano (4g)

Roast:
1.	 Place tomatoes, red onions, and 

tomatillos on sheet pans covered 
in aluminum foil. Place in the top 
rack of the oven, about 4 inches 
from the top, and broil on the 
highest temperature setting for 10 
minutes, rotating the pans halfway 
through. You’re looking for a good 
char. Remove and let cool.

2.	 Fry Garlic & Chiles: Heat 2 
tbsp (30g) of the oil in a skillet 
over medium heat. Fry the garlic 
cloves for exactly 4 minutes until 
blistered and golden brown. Add 
the morita chiles to the hot oil and 
toss constantly for 35 seconds. 
Remove from heat immediately.

Hydrate:
1.	 Transfer the chiles to a bowl of 

200°F water and steep for exactly 
15 minutes. Leave the garlic and 
oil in the skillet.

Blend:
1.	 Drain the chiles. Working in 

batches, crush the dried oregano 
between your fingers directly into 
the blender to release the oils. Add 
the roasted vegetables, pan-fried 
garlic and infused oil, hydrated 
chiles, vinegar, and Knorr Caldo 
de Pollo. Blend on high for 60 
seconds.

Set the emulsion:
1.	 Heat the remaining 6 tbsp (90g) 

of oil in a large rondeau (or wide, 
heavy-bottomed pot) over medi-
um-high heat until shimmering. 
Pour in the blended salsa. Reduce 
heat to medium-low and simmer 
for exactly 15 minutes to set the 
emulsion and deepen the color. 
Cool before service.
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Stuff I Heard on the Island

Parts of the Michael J. Ellis Seawall has been restricted to vehicle access since 
February of this year, when this photo was taken.

The Port A Cookbook

By Chris Jordan

Tempest in a Taco

Charred tomatoes, tomatillos, and 
red onion

Charly’s salsa and veggie bar

The menu at Taqueria el Charly

It was Winston Churchill who said, “De-
mocracy is the worst form of government 
except all those other forms that have been 
tried…”and former House Speaker Tim 
O’Neill who said, “All politics is local.” 

Our local politics was on full display at 
Corpus Christi City Hall this week as the 
act of passing the $1.5 billion city budget 
ran smack into election year politics and 
erupted into a microcosm of how things 
run here. After three months of budget 
hearings and special community meetings 
the final vote on the budget came down to a 
.05% tax increase which would cost Island 
taxpayers $14 per year for each $500,000 
of appraised value and an average of $5 for 
households across the city. It’s a modest 
increase in an election year that promises to 
be tough on incumbents and a rate that had 
been vetted many times by the nine mem-
bers of the city council, with the exception 
of the mayor who was removed from the 
budget process by council members who 
put her on a thirty day time out. 

But it seems some members of the coun-
cil who are currently seeking re-election, 
including our own District 4 member 
Kaylynn Paxson who is running for mayor, 
want to be able to say they did not vote for 
any tax increase and wanted the city staff 
to find $900,000 in cuts at the eleventh 
hour on the second and final reading of the 
budget vote so that the No New Tax Rate 
could be adopted. 

As regular readers of these pages know I 
have seldom met a tax hike that I like and 
I admire the intention to hold the line, but 
the time to do that was weeks ago when the 
budget was being put together, not at the 
end of the process when failure to approve 
a budget would effectively leave the city 
without a budget under state rules which set 
hard and fast dates. 

I won’t get into details here but I encourage 
anyone who plans to vote in the November 
city elections to take the time to watch the 

meeting on the city website and see how 
the sausage is being made down there these 
days. It seems to me the fight over water has 
turned this council into a Factious Flock of 
Flailing Factions.  

The first attempt at passing a budget failed 
as candidates on the council tried to pile on 
the No New Tax train but too many jumped 
onboard and the budget failed. Eventually 
the .05 rate was ultimately adopted since 
changing it on the tight state deadline would 
have been problematic and would have 
required an emergency meeting. But when 
the flailing on Tuesday were complete there 
was a legal fiction included in the budget, 
proposed by mayoral candidate Gil Hernan-
dez, to cut pay hikes for the lower rung of 
city employees making $14 per hour even 
though the money to give them meager 
raises was included in the approved budget. 
Try fitting that onto a bumper sticker!

While the acting out was real no Oscars 
were awarded but some members of the city 
staff might be in line for the Job Patience of 
the Year Award and I suspect City Manager 
Peter (Job) Zanoni may have been strapped 
to his chair or else he would have sprung 
across the dais and wrapped his hands 
around the throats of a couple of the grand-
standers. 

As outlined here recently our island has a 
lot at stake in this city election and with 
8600 registered voters we should produce 
about 6000 of the 120,000 or so votes cast 
in November. There will likely be some run-
off elections and islanders turn out for those 
in good numbers so our vote will count. 

All politics are local and democracy at the 
local level is messy. But there is messy and 
there is dysfunctional and sometimes the 
line gets blurred. Once again I encourage 
voters to go to the city’s YouTube channel 
and watch what happened on Tuesday. 

We Corpused it up. 

this week but like the proverbial swan who 
looks so placid above the water line beneath 
the surface the feet are creating turbu-
lence. The process of getting water moving 
through our canals is now $40 million down 
the road in the form of bridges and twen-
ty-two years since the bond election for 
what is now the Don Patricio Bridge which 
has been waiting for the water to flow for 
more than two years now. We build the 
bridges then we build dams…maybe when 
our hurricane season effectively ends this 
month we can pull the plug. 

Beach bollards
City crews continue to work to widen the 
beach along the Michael J. Ellis Seawall to 
get it to 150-feet wide. City officials told 
the Island Strategic Action Committee this 
week the width of the beach has been in-

creased by thirty feet over the summer and 
they will continue to move sand from the 
pile north of Packery Channel to the South 
Packery Beach through the winter months. 
The 150-foot width is the magic number 
at which state rules allow for the wooden 
bollards to be removed to allow for vehicle 
traffic and the goal is to push the line of 
bollards south by next summer. 

We’ve hit the sweet spot of the season 
where the beach crowds thin out and maybe 
at some point the weather will cool off as 
we hit the height of the beach going season. 
October is just around the corner when 
we hold festivals to truck crops and farm 
animals and we can stop white-knuckling 
the hurricane season. It’s a good time to be 
on our little sandbar, so get out there and go 
to the beach…and say hello if you see us 
Around the Island. 
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History cont. from A1 Working at a Speedy Pace

Construction began this week on the new Briscoe King Pavilion.

Work conitnues at the Speedy Stop on the Island. The access to Highway 361 is under con-
struction on the right, and the car wash, gas pumps, and convenient store are all moving 

along.

Speedy Stop with Packery Basin in the background

Morning sunrise By Michelle Walters

long-time so we talked to Port Aransas 
resident, former Justice of the Peace, and 
former owner of the Tarpon Inn Jim Atwill 
to find the answer. Mr. Atwill actually knew 
the man who called himself R. Briscoe King 
– the R standing for Russell – and combin-
ing Mr. Atwill’s knowledge with what we 
could find from other sources here is what 
we know about R. Briscoe King. 

The first thing to know is that his lineage is 
not connected to the famed King Ranch. His 
father was Judge James A. King in Austin 
who was appointed by Gov. William P. 
Hobby as State Tax Commissioner in 1919. 
Judge King was the author of a book “When 
Friends Become Foes, a story of the Civil 
War.” He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge, and he also taught Sunday school at 
the First Methodist Church for ten years.

His son R. Briscoe King was born January 
29, 1905 in Karnes City and attended ele-
mentary school in Floresville. After studying 
at the University of Texas he attended the 
University of Oklahoma Law School where 
he graduated in 1930 and passed the bar 
examinations in both Texas and Oklahoma 
that year. King was a practicing attorney in 
Corpus Christi from 1930 until his death and 
was active in political affairs. He was state 
executive committeeman for the 20th Sena-
torial District from 1960-1962 and in 1960 
was Nueces County chairman for Gov. Price 
Daniel. He also served for a short time as 
special judge of 117th District Court. He was 
also the head of the Buccaneer Commission 
from 1961-1963. 

He was the City Attorney of Corpus Christi 
from 1937 until 1942 when he joined the 
Navy for four years reaching the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander and serving as Mil-
itary Governor of U.S. Opposition Forces 
in Sasabo, Japan. But it was his work he 
did shortly before leaving for World War II 
that arguably had the greatest impact on the 
history of Corpus Christi. 

Since the 1919 hurricane which devastated 
downtown the need for a seawall on Corpus 
Christi Bay was realized but as is often the 
case when it comes to Corpus Christi poli-
tics it was a contentious project and by the 
1930s the project was still moving through 
the process and found its way into the 
courts and that is where Mr. King became 
involved. Throughout the 1930s as City At-
torney he was involved with using imminent 
domain to claim the bay front land needed 
to build the seawall. Through his efforts the 
seawall was completed in 1941 when Mr. 
King left to join the Navy. 

He returned to Corpus Christi and practiced 
law until becoming Nueces County Judge 
from October 3, 1969 after being appoint-
ed to succeed Noah Kennedy who left to 
become Judge of 148th District Court. Then 
in 1970 Judge King ran for judge of County-
Court-at Law #2 and won the Democratic 
nomination by a majority of 4-1 and was 
elected without opposition in the General 
Election. He was to take office on January 1, 
1971 but died before being sworn in.

So what does any of that have to do with 
Balli Park? Briscoe King served on the 
Board of Directors of the Nueces County 
Parks Board from 1964 until he was ap-
pointed County Judge in in 1969. His wife 
died January 10, 1970 and R. Briscoe King 
followed on November 24, 1970 and was 
buried in Seaside Memorial Park. In honor 
of the fact that he was Nueces County Judge 
and a member of the Nueces County Parks 
Board for five years seems plenty of justi-
fication for Nueces County Commissioners 
putting his name on a building that is now 
about to get $8 million in expansion. 

And now you know who Briscoe King was. 

Who is this guy Briscoe King?
By Jim Atwill
Being one of your weekly readers and 
loving all the yellowed historical sections, I 
thought you and your readers might want to 
know more about Briscoe King as his name 
is associated with the Pavilion I started 
practicing law in 1966 with a law firm in 
Corpus Christi known as Sorrell, Anderson, 
Porter and Stone. 
Although not a member of the firm, Briscoe 
rented a space in law office where he con-
ducted his law practice. As a new lawyer, I 
would often seek advice and then listen to 
his stories. He advised me to start volun-
teering to various charities in town in order 
to meet people and get my name around. He 
was Chairman of the local Red Cross Chap-
ter and in 1969 he asked me to become Di-
saster Chairman, saying there is very little 
to do and you’ll meet a lot of people. 
Well, then comes Hurricane Celia, we all 
now the rest. Briscoe was a lawyer admit-
ted to both the Oklahoma and Texas bars. 
He started in 1930 in Corpus Christi and 
in 1937 became City Attorney of Corpus 
Christi and was instrumental in acquiring 
land along the bay front by eminent domain 
in order for the City to build the sea wall 
along Shoreline. He served in the Navy 
for 4 years in WW II and reached the rank 
of Lieutenant Commander and served as 
the Military Governor of the US Oppo-
sition Forces in Sasabo, Japan. Later he 
represented most all of the major railroads 
operating from Corpus Christi to the Rio 
Grande Valley, was active in the Democrat-
ic Party, served on many civic and county 
boards and in 1969 was appointed Nueces 
County Judge to succeed Noah Kennedy. 
In 1970 he ran for Judge of County Court 
of Law No. 2, I was his campaign chairman 
and won the election by a majority of 4-1, 
however, he later died before he could take 
office.

Merchant-focused scan-to-pay experience 
lets customers pay from their phones while 
businesses keep the register and checkout 
setup they already use.
TEXAS COAST -TapBridge is live in 
the United States and ready for qualifying 
merchants across the Texas coastal region. 
Built for businesses that want another cus-
tomer-driven way to pay without rebuilding 
their checkout operation, TapBridge lets 
customers scan a QR code and complete 
payment from their own phone.
For merchants, the value is simple: no new 

TapBridge Is Live and Ready for Texas Coastal Merchants
payment machine to buy or rent, no new 
register required, and no need to replace 
the systems already in place. The customer 
initiates the payment, and the merchant 
receives payment confirmation in seconds 
so business can keep moving.

Built for Merchants. Ready for Custom-
ers.
 Keep the register and checkout setup al-
ready in place
 Add scan-to-pay without adding another 
payment machine
 Let customers complete payment from their 
own phones
 Use TapBridge alongside the merchant’s 
existing payment operation

TapBridge is designed for restaurants and 
bars, food trucks and mobile vendors, 
seasonal businesses, pop-ups, festivals and 
outdoor events, retail and local services, and 
tourism and hospitality operators.
TapBridge works alongside existing 
merchant operations rather than asking 
businesses to abandon their current work-
flow. The platform adds a customer-driven 
payment path where speed, mobility and 
flexibility matter.
Powered by North’s established pay-
ment-processing infrastructure.
Texas coastal merchants interested in Tap-
Bridge can request merchant access at tap-
bridge.co. Merchant activation is subject to 
payment-processing approval.



The sea grass fell from my guests hook, yet 
on the boat something in it wiggled. I bent 
over and picked up a tiny Ballyhoo. Just 4 
inches long this small baitfish is like candy 
to many saltwater species. One of dozens of 
food sources that is so plentiful this time of 
year. As the season for bay fish and bait to 
be born and grow to the size that is ready to 
migrate out of our bays, there are an entire 
different set of species that come in from 
the gulf now for their time in the protected 
back waters. Each sweep of fresh tide will 
bring in Shad and small bait along with that 
green tide and set fishing on fire! 

Anglers following mullet will have good 
fishing but those that pay close attention 
and find the concentrations of Shad, and 
tiny ocean bait will be closest to the best 
bait source and most mature gamefish. The 
high oil content of this super baitfish is 
higher, and the real trophy fish will follow 
and seek them out. 

Our biggest catches in the last few weeks 
have not been by accident, but from 
carefully playing each cast of the lure. 
Repeated casts to the same area, Rhyth-
mic reeling and pumping the rods do not 
trick the old and Wise. As my bait hits the 
water my imagination brings me into being 
the baitfish. Splashing down, skittering 
an attack and flowing towards the grass 
to hide. Frantic bursts of movement just 
as pin perch close in and peck at the tail. 
Mimicking the real story playing out under 
the sea. Casting past glowing sand pockets 
and pausing the bait in the open for an easy 
strike. Watching bait and seeing slashing 
of gamefish through schools of scattering 
Shad. Being completely focused and ready 
to cast to the action. One of my jobs on the 
bait is to point out and teach my guests how 
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I hope you loyal readers had a great Labor 
Day!  Augs had his annual skeet shoot out 
at Roadkill Willies ranchita, and we sweat-
ed through a few rounds of knocking down 
some orange clays and laughing at each 
other missing.  Skeet shooting and dove 
hunting are long time south Texas traditions 
that involve passing down gun safety to the 
new shooters, good food, and mostly the 
embellished stories of the past that are told 
in between rounds.  Don’t forget to pick up 
your shells!

Not only is it dove season, it’s also Political 
season, and there have been lots of shots 
fired.  I had expected that after the Inner 
harbor desal vote last week that things would 
calm down at council, but I was wrong.  
They’ve hit another gear, and I suppose I 
will go back to just seeing what the head-
lines are in the news the next day instead of 
watching it.

The temporary stoppage of Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) re-
leases from Choke Canyon and Lake Corpus 
Christi has hit the front burner lately, and it 
seems a lot of desal people have jumped on 
that bandwagon and taken to social media in 
droves.  Folks, we have to have fresh water 
getting into our bays and estuaries at critical 
times for fish, shrimp, and crabs.  Because 
there haven’t been inflows, the Nueces Bay 
complex is suffering.  The lack of freshwater 
inflows is more environmentally damaging 
than the Inner Harbor desal plant would be 
to the bays.  Read that again.

The current Agreed Order calls for the re-
lease of 36,500 acre feet over a period of 120 
days (for simplicity).  An acre foot is about a 
half of an Olympic-size swimming pool, so 
we’re talking about over 18,000 swimming 
pools.  That’s a lot of water.  While I would 
love to see that kind of volume go into the 
Nueces Delta, we do have to be pragmatic 

about things.  There are also two other 
things that have changed since the Agreed 
Order (besides the drought) is that science 
finally caught up with the timing of releas-
es, and we don’t need to be releasing water 
during the summer. Also, the Coastal Bend 
Bays and Estuaries has a water control 
gate adjacent to the by-pass pump to direct 
water into the Delta that wasn’t there in 
the beginning of the Agreed Order.  So, we 
could get away with doing much smaller, 
directed “releases” at the right time of the 
season.  Think of a garden hose on trickle 
instead of a fire hose at full bore.  It would 
be much more effective and leave more 
water in the lake.  Middle ground.  That is 
one of the first things that will come from 
the Nueces Estuarine Advisory Committee 
over the next couple of months.  Stay tuned 
for sure on that one.

The beach continues to be a mystery on 
why the upwelling is still hanging around, 
making things a bit chillier and keeping 
the water clarity between dusty and messy.  
Driving is still terrible down south.  I 
postulate that there is a correlation between 
El Nino and the upwelling.  In the Pacific, 
El Nino either drives or suppresses the 
upwelling, which can have dramatic effects 
on nutrients, fishing, and hurricane steer-
ing.  I think it’s the same thing here, only in 
reverse order.  The effects are also showing 
up in the Loop Current, which is doing 
some interesting things.

One of the effects that this phenomenon is 
having is that Mayan Riviera (Belize and 
Mexico) are getting absolutely pounded 
with sargassum.  They have set up a Na-
tional Sargassum Task Force to address im-
pacts that sargassum is having on tourism. 
They are attempting to counter the influx of 
the stuff with beach raking, workboats, and 
specialized collectors.  They are working 
on offshore barriers to block it from coming 
in, and I’m thinking of some of the seaweed 
fences that are by some of the boat ramps 
over in Flour Bluff.  They keep a lot of it 
out but doesn’t prevent it.  

I dug in a bit deeper, and sure enough, 
there has been a steady increase in sargas-
sum over the past decade or so.  The Great 
Atlantic Sargassum Belt is the official title 
of the brown menace and is increasing in 
volume “hyperbolically” from the coast of 
Africa, across the Atlantic, into the Carib-
bean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and then back 
out into the Atlantic.  I don’t need to tell 
you loyal readers what beaches are like 
when that stuff is piled 4 feet high as far as 
you can see. Forecasting models indicate 
that it’s going to get worse.  More later.

Well folks, now that summer is officially 
over, school is back in, and football season 
has started, I’d say we’re about to get back 
into a comfortable pace but I know that’s 
not what happens.  Southeast of Disorder 
will have to wait.  What happens is that 
schedules become double booked and there 
is always another meeting to go to.  There 
will be some meetings scheduled regarding 
Hwy 361 coming up soon, as well as other 
MPO projects.  Drop me a line at jaygard-
ner1032@gmail.com and we’ll see you 
next week On the Rocks.

By Joey Farah
Backwater AdventuresOn the Rocks

By Jay Gardner

Island Outdoors

Finn with Joby and Jozy out at the ranchito

Old tricks pay off

This beautiful 27” trout struck a DOWN SOUTH LURES Pink Panther along the 
Eastern Shoreline close to Bird Island. 

I managed to pull this giant trout to 
attack this bright Chartreuse DOA 5.5” 
Jerk bait along the South Shore of Baffin 

Tuesday!

Big stringers FULL OF REDS AND TROUT THIS WEEK!  

Lauren and Rachel

to react to real time signs of the presence of 
gamefish feeding. 

Lately I’m asked each day what are my fa-
vorite times of year to be on the water. I al-
ways say November and the first two weeks 
of Dec. Right now is pretty special and each 
day I see some things that are incredible, 
BUT hold on to your britches, FALL IS ON 
ITS WAY! 

Follow all of our fishing on Facebook at 
Joseph Farah 

Tick Tock at Capt Joey Farah! 

361-442-8145

Finn had a great time helping pick up 
shells
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Beachcombing Report
By Jace Tunnell

Jace holding a few Monkey Combs

Monkey Comb on the beach

Nature Notes
Best Eyes in the Animal Kingdom

Ruby-throated Hummingbird By Britt Thompson

Immature male Regal Jumping Spider 
Photo by Zygy, via Wikimedia Commons

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

361-885-7901
completefoundationrepairs.com

• Concrete leveled 
• Soil erosion voids filled 
• Swimming pool cracks sealed 
• Swimming pool decking leveled 
• Concrete foundation leveling 
• Pier and beam foundation work 

BULKHEAD 
REPAIR
BULKHEAD 

REHABILITATION

Monkey Combs Wash Ashore

One of my favorite things about beachcomb-
ing is finding something I have never seen 
before. No matter how many years I spend 
searching the Texas coast, there is always 
something new waiting to wash ashore.
During my weekly beach survey, I start-
ed finding strange, round objects covered 
with hundreds of little projections. My first 
thought was that they looked like the ends 
of toilet scrubbers. After finding several, 
though, I realized these weren’t pieces of 
trash. They were some type of seed or fruit.
Then I found one with part of its stem still 
attached, and something clicked. I had seen 
these before while flipping through my sea 
bean reference guides.
They were monkey combs.
Monkey combs are the fruits from a tropical 
tree called Apeiba sp., native to Mexico 
and Central America into South America. 
The unusual woody fruits can grow several 
inches across and are covered with flexible 
bristles, giving them their distinctive appear-
ance and name. Inside are numerous small, 
oil rich seeds.
I ended up finding around 10 monkey 
combs, which made this an especially 
exciting survey. Sea beans and other drift 
seeds fascinate me because they show just 

how connected the Texas coast is to distant 
tropical environments.
Fruits and seeds can enter rivers, reach the 
ocean, and then be transported by currents 
before eventually washing ashore. We may 
never know exactly where these monkey 
combs started their journeys or how long 
they spent at sea.
Monkey combs also have a history of human 
use. Their seeds have been used traditionally 
for oil and hair treatments, while fibers from 
the tree have been made into rope, baskets 
and other useful items.
Finding something new still gets me excited. 
That’s what keeps beachcombing interesting. 
You never know what the next wave will 
deliver.
Sometimes, what looks like a toilet scrubber 
turns out to be a tropical traveler.
Jace Tunnell is the Director of Commu-
nity Engagement for the Harte Research 
Institute at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi. His Beachcombing series appears in 
newspapers, as a weekly video on YouTube 
and KEDT PBS, and as a weekly feature on 
KEDT NPR. Follow Jace at harteresearch.
org, Facebook (@harteresearch) and Insta-
gram (@harteresearch).

By Hailey Burrow

Though human brains receive a variety of 
information from all of our sensory organs, 
we tend to rely heavily on vision. Like many 
other animals, we use vision to take in our 
surrounds, look for food, and keep an eye 
out for danger. So how do human eyes mea-
sure up against the best vision in the animal 
world?

A few factors influence what we might con-
sider ‘good’ vision. One is the ability to see 
color. Humans are trichromats, which means 
that we have three types color receptors, 
known as cone cells. These color receptors 
allow us to perceive different combinations 
of the three primary colors of light: red, 
green, and blue. Through these different 
combinations we can perceive all the colors 
of the rainbow. We have most mammals 
beat in color vision; only a few species of 
primates and possibly marsupials are trichro-
mats. Most mammals are dichromats; they 
have only two color receptors and see the 
world in shades of blue and yellow, similar 
to red-green color blindness in humans.

Outside of the mammal class, many other 
animals have our color vision beat. Many 
species of fish, bird, and reptile are tetrach-
romats, with four types of cone cells. These 
extra color receptors allow them to see ul-
traviolet light, another range of color we can 
only imagine. It doesn’t stop there though! 
There are many invertebrates with even 
more types of color receptors, most notable 
of which is the mantis shrimp. With 12 to 16 
different types of cone cells, mantis shrimp 
have the most types of color receptors of 
any animal, with the ability to see deep into 
ultraviolet wave lengths. However, research 
has shown that even though their range of 
vision is great, the mantis shrimp’s ability to 
differentiate between similar colors is very 
poor.

Plenty of animals can beat us in color vision, 
but how do they measure up to our visual 

acuity—the clarity of our vision? In other 
words, how many letters would they be 
able to read on an eye chart (if they could 
read)? Human visual acuity is actually 
quite good compared to other animals. 
Details that are clear to us are often blurry 
or difficult to decipher for other creatures. 
Small animals and animals with compound 
eyes like insects and crustaceans have par-
ticularly poor visual acuity, but even larger 
animals might have very poor vision.

However, there are some animals that can 
match or surpass our visual acuity. One that 
might surprise you is the jumping spider. 
These species of tiny spiders have the some 
of the best vision among arthropods, even 
with their tiny eyes being less than an inch 
long. Their visual acuity is believed to be 
comparable with cats or elephants, with hu-
man vision being only 5 to 10 times better 
than the spider’s. This good vision is only 
limited to a couple of their eyes, however. 
Though their other eyes grant them a near 
360-degree view of their surroundings, 
only the space they are pointing their two 
principle eyes toward will have color and 
clarity. Another set of impressive eyes 
can be found on sharks. Sharks have the 
best underwater vision, and are able to see 
several yards in clear water, and very well 
in very low light. Compare that to the last 
time you tried opening your eyes underwa-
ter with no goggles!

But the true champions of vision are birds, 
especially birds of prey. They have two 
fovea—a focal point with a high concen-
tration of cones that provides the sharpest 
vision—while humans only have one. 
Combine this exceptional visual acuity 
with their impressive color vision, and 
binocular eye placement, and it’s easy to 
see why these predators have the best eyes. 
With all these adaptations working togeth-
er, birds of prey can pick out details from 
miles away. So good luck to any prey that 
are trying to hide from them!



By R. Michael Stallings
Originally published, October 14, 2001

We’ve all heard the expressions “when 
the smoke clears and when the dust settles.” 
Given time, the smoke in our life does clear; 
the dust does settle, giving us an opportunity 
to see things more clearly, to look and think 
upon the familiar in an unfamiliar way.

With the smoke cleared and the dust 
settled in New York City, Washington, D.C., 
and a field in Pennsylvania, with the window 
of our perspectives forever changed, what do 
you see? What do you think? What or whom 
do you look upon differently than before?

Bill was born in 1925. When he was 
17, he joined the United States Navy. He and 
his friends were eager to join the fight. They 
even worried the war would end before they 
could get in it.

In “The Greatest Generation,” Tom 
Brokaw writes, “They answered the call to 
help save the world from the two most pow-
erful and ruthless military machines ever 
assembled, instruments of conquest in the 
hands of fascist maniacs.”

With his hair now more white than gray, 
Bill has become, some claim, a WWII his-
torian through a voracious appetite for read-
ing (begging the pardon of a certain military 
history professor at Texas A&M University 
who, on the first day of class, set forth the 
difference between those to be considered 
history buffs versus historians).

In fact, so enthusiastic was he about his 
research that his exuberance often spilled 
over and he was compelled to enter a room 
full of perfectly content, disinterested family 
members only to crack open the latest ad-
dition to the voluminous bedside stack and 
share a paragraph or two. Satisfied he had 
gained everyone’s attention (disturbed or in-
terrupted them), he would return to his bed-
room library undaunted by the disinterest; 
it was just further evidence of his superior 
intellect anyway.

Nowadays, post Sept. 11, I listen to this 
WWII veteran’s stories with a sharper ear. 
I hear things I’ve not heard in a story I’ve 
heard a dozen times. I listen and I am moved 
to absorb all I can, while he is still here to 
tell me.

I am getting a firsthand account from a 
member of what Brokaw so aptly calls The 
Greatest Generation. I desire not to just sum 
up his experiences as “he served his coun-
try.” I want to know the specifics. I want to 
know what it was like for him; what it was 
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Mon - Thur 7am - 4pm
Fri 7am - Noon

Sat and Sun Closed

Monday (left) and Tuesday (right) at the 
Port Aransas Ferry landing.

Tuesday beach cams in Port Aransas 
showed almost empty beaches.

Now is your 
chance to apply 
Scan now for more! 
 

www.txmn.org/st 
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Connect with nature,  
volunteer with us! 
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Discovering the Familiar ...
Looking back at 911

like for the white-haired man standing before 
me who eagerly joined in the fight to keep 
the enemy from our shores, from our cities 
and from our homes.

Brokaw reminds us, “These men and 
women came of age in the Great Depression, 
when economic despair hovered over the 
land like a plague. They had watched their 
parents lose their businesses, their farms, 
their jobs, their hopes. They had learned to 
accept a future that played out one day at a 
time. Then, just as there was a glimmer of 
economic recovery, war exploded across Eu-
rope and Asia. When Pearl Harbor made it 
irrefutably clear that America was not a for-
tress, this generation was summoned to the 
parade ground and told to train for war.”

“They faced great odds and a late start, 
but they did not protest. At a time in their 
lives when their days and nights should have 
been filled with innocent adventure, love, 
and the lessons of the workaday world, they 
were fighting, often hand to hand, in the most 
primitive conditions possible, across the 
bloodied landscape of France, Belgium, Ita-
ly, Austria. They fought their way up a neck-
lace of South Pacific islands few had ever 
heard of before and made them a fixed part of 
American history — islands with names like 
Iwo Jima, Guadalcanal, Okinawa. They were 
in the air every day, in skies filled with terror, 
and they went to sea on hostile waters far re-
moved from the shores of their homeland.”

Yes, the smoke has cleared, the dust 
has settled from Sept. 11, and now we look 
upon the familiar in an unfamiliar way. To-
day, tomorrow, and the coming months will 
certainly be a time of discovery, in essence, 
a time of discovering the familiar. For me, 
the discovery has already begun. I look and 
think upon someone familiar and see in his 
76 years, a dad to be proud of.

September market 
off to a good start

Island Real Estate Roundup

What a Difference a Day Makes
Photos from Ronnie Narmour

Apryl Noles

September market off to a good start
What a great start to September as we offi-
cially transition out of the summer season 
and into our fall real estate market here on 
Padre Island. Buyer activity remained steady 
across all three residential sectors this past 
week, giving us a positive start to the new 
month.

In the detached home sector, five homes 
went under the option period and two prop-
erties successfully closed. The condominium 
sector also saw continued activity, with two 
properties entering the option period and 
one closing. In the townhome sector, one 
property went under the option period and 
two properties closed.

It is encouraging to see continued movement 
across each sector as we begin September. 
With summer behind us and the fall market 
underway, I’ll continue watching our local 
numbers closely to see how inventory, buyer 
activity, pricing, and closed sales develop 
throughout the month.

Below, you’ll find a complete breakdown of 
this week’s Padre Island real estate statistics. 
Stay tuned for next week’s update as we 
continue tracking the Padre Island market!

Detached Homes In Option Period:
-14329 Emerald St (Listed for $685,000)
-14854 Highland Mist (Listed for 
$659,900)
-14218 Punta Bonaire Dr (Listed for 
$649,000)
-15285 Cartagena Ct (Listed for $475,000)
-15609 Escapade St (Listed for $370,000)

Detached Homes That Sold:
-15826 Almeria Ave (Listed for $625,000)
-15274 Caravel Dr (Listed for $295,000)

Condominiums In Option Period:
-14810 Windward Dr Unit 603 (Listed for 
$249,900)
-14300 Aloha St Unit 128 (Listed for 
$220,000)

Condominium That Sold:
-14721 Whitecap Blvd Unit 254 (Listed for 
$219,500)

Townhome In Option Period:
-14422 Verdemar Dr Unit 301 (Listed for 
$220,000)

Townhomes That Sold:
-15509 Cruiser St Unit A (Listed for 
$389,900)
-14901 Windward Dr Unit 801 (Listed for 
$365,000)
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Crossword Solution on classifieds page

Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster

Mind-Numbing Frustration

Going Easy On You...

Sudoku answers are not 
available.

Play at your own risk!

Sudoku Island Crossword

Island Moon Live
Our Thursday radio show is on 1440 

KEYS and 98.7 fm as well as streamed live 
on YouTube and Facebook! We record the 

show on Thursdays live from 11 am to 1 pm. 
We have an enormous amount of different 

friends and guests, telling stories about how 
the Island used to be, and where we are 

heading.  All of the videos are free to watch, 
and can be found on YouTube at Island 

Moon Live via this QR Code. Live Streams

Build your own Farley Boat
Wooden Boat Festival in November

Photos from woodenboatfestival.org

The Wooden Boat Festival in Port Aransas is 
still more than a month away but the Farley 
Boat Works in Port Aransas is taking appli-
cations for builders who want to construct 
their own wooden boat in three days. 
The Family Boat Build is the festival’s main 

attraction and no experience is needed. 
The festival runs from November 6-8 and 
volunteers from Farley Boat Works will be 
on hand to help boat builders.  Potential 
boat builders should contact Farley Boat 
Works. 
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Moon Classifieds #1169

Crossword Solution

Tides of the Week

Hi Tech Plastering, Inc.
Stucco, Eifs Coatings, Patch Jobs
Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete 

Repair Wood Replacement, Facia, 
etc.

Artisan – Joe Cantu
Phone/Fax 361-814-5605

htplastering@aol.com

Hiring Now!
Padre Island condo maintenance 
position with experience in sheet-
rock, painting, minor electrical,
plumbing, and carpentry. Must 
be efficient, team-oriented, and 
have dependable transportation. 
Full-Time.
Apply in Person: 
Anchor Resort 
14300 S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Seaside Housekeeping 
and Interiors

Reliable quality work since 1996
Insured and Bonded

Available for residential & move-
outs

References available on request
Please call or text Valerie Elliot 361-

215-4640

Roofing Pros! 
*Painting	 *Stucco
*Pergolas	 *Fences

Custom Home Exteriors
Since 1985! 

361-949-2100
Island Resident

Island Moon Jobs
The Island Moon is currently look-
ing to fill two staff positions: 

·	 Web assistant. We 
are looking for a web 
assistant familiar with 
WordPress to complete 
the construction of our 
website. Hours are flex-
ible and may be done 
from home.

·	 A free-lance photogra-
pher to shoot assign-
ments on Padre Island 
and in Port Aransas.

Those interested may contact the 
Island Moon at 361 979-7700
or email editor@islandmoon.com 

For Sale
Mausoleum Crypt for two at 
Memory Gardens Cemetery, 
Corpus Christi, TX. Crypt is eye 
level, Bldg. 2, Sec 2B, Crypt 21D, 
Level 2. 
Valued at over $9000, will sell 
for $7350. We will pay closing 
cost. Cash or certified check only. 
Call 512 483-4373 or email: 
rcadrbe@aol.com. 
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By Rev. Dr. Ken

Thoughts from Reverend Ken What is New for Hunting Season 2026-27

“You better swing at everything…” 
Mercy is in short supply

A man was pulled over for speeding. He 
tried to talk the officer out of issuing a ticket. 
The prospect of his insurance premiums 
rising, as well as the fine, worried him. He 
pleaded that he was normally a very safe 
driver, along with some other excuses. The 
officer told him he would have to take it 
up with court. He issued the citation for 
speeding.
A few months later, it was the first game in 
the local recreational baseball league. The 
man who had been cited for speeding was 
the umpire for the game. The very first batter 
of the game was the officer who had issued 
the speeding ticket.
As the officer stepped into the batter’s box 
both men recognized each other. The officer 
asked how it went with the speeding ticket. 
The umpire responded, “You’d better swing 
at everything!”
We live in an eye for an eye world. Our 
desire for retribution goes beyond the ath-
letic field. It is worked out on battlefields, 
in political and social arenas, online, and in 
our relationships. You hurt me, I hurt you. 
Although in today’s world sometimes we 
feel the need to hurt you before you hurt me. 
We call it a preemptive strike.
Too often retribution also resembles a 
scorched earth approach. You take my eye, 
I blow your brains out; you cross me, I’ll 
destroy your character and career; you strike 
me, I will annihilate you.
Mercy is needed desperately in our day. Evil 
begets evil; harm generates harm; outrage 
generates outrage; attack generates attack.
Jesus teaches another way. He said, “Bless-
ed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.” Mercy breaks the chain with the 
unpredictability of grace.
In the Bible, mercy is a big broad concept. It 
is linked with compassion, one of the prima-
ry motives of the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
In today’s brutal world, compassion is often 
seen as a weakness. In the Bible, compassion 
is a strength.
Mercy involves helping and serving people 
in need. Jesus taught that it is giving food 
to the hungry; giving drink to the thirsty; 
welcoming the stranger, caring for the sick, 
and visiting the imprisoned. Mercy requires 
empathy, seeking to understand life from 
the perspective of another. It is standing in 

solidarity with the marginalized. Being 
merciful is being a good human.
Mercy also involves forgiveness extended 
to the other. The merciful don’t focus on the 
speck in another’s eye while forgetting the 
log in their own eye. They turn away from 
revenge and retribution. In fact, they pray 
for the persecutor and love the enemy.
Human forgiveness is based in God’s 
mercy. As we receive forgiveness in Christ 
freely, so we seek to forgive freely. This can 
be hard and take time to do. Mercy is not 
the same thing as forgiving and forgetting.
Mercy frees us from endlessly replaying 
the grievances of yesterday. These lead 
only to bitterness. To be merciful is to live 
with the past without being held captive by 
the past. It is the refusal to be defined by 
circumstances; it gives the ability to change 
course; it will reframe the narrative; it will 
create unexpected set of possibilities for the 
future.
The late Bishop Desmond Tutu grew up un-
der the horror of apartheid in South Africa. 
He insisted that without mercy there is no 
future. When apartheid was overthrown, he 
rejected a trial model of dealing with the 
cycle of violence, war crimes, and other 
injustices. He argued for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. This process 
offered amnesty and forgiveness for any 
perpetrator of violence who would come 
forward and publicly confess the full truth 
of their actions. He suggested that the al-
ternative to mercy would have continue the 
cycle of violence.
Mercy is the counternarrative of hope given 
by God. It is the alternative way of being 
in a world defined by rage and grievance, 
meanness and bitterness, revenge and ret-
ribution. Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy.
Each Sunday a bunch of humans gather 
to worship God in community at Island 
Presbyterian Church, giving thanks for 
grace, love, healing, and hope, working for 
peace, justice, and reconciliation. There is 
always room at the table for you! Join us 
on Sundays at 10 a.m., 14030 Fortuna Bay 
Drive, or on our Facebook page.
Choose kindness, compassion, and love; 
do justice and make peace; welcome the 
stranger.

Hummingbirds lap up nectar using a specialized, grooved tongue that flicks up to 
18 times per second. By Riekie Roncinske

Green-wing and Blue-wing Teal Photograph by Chris Morrow

AUSTIN — The 2026-27 hunting season has 
kicked off successfully with the dove opener 
across Texas on Sept. 1. However, hunters 
should be aware of regulation changes before 
entering the field.

Licenses Changes

Updated identity verification rules are now in 
effect for Texas hunting and fishing license 
purchases to combat residency fraud and 
support Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment law enforcement. Additional informa-
tion can be found at the License ID Validation 
FAQ page or the Purchase Requirements for 
Licenses, Endorsements and Tags page on the 
TPWD website.

All recreational licenses and endorsement 
stamps also have a digital option. The digital 
license option is available through online 
purchase only. Digital license holders must 
keep their digital license available via mobile 
device while in the field or on the water as 
they will not receive a printed license or tags. 
License holders must access and use their 
digital tags through the Texas Hunt & Fish 
mobile app. Digital licenses can be viewed 
through the Texas Hunt & Fish and TPWD 
Outdoor Annual mobile apps.

Regulation Changes

·	 “Doe days” expanded in 21 counties 
from four to 16 days.

·	 Earlier start for the South Zone Dove 
regular season.

·	 Elimination of Special White-winged 
Dove Days.

·	 Matagorda and Wharton counties 
now closed to Wild Turkey hunting.

·	 Harvest of unbearded Wild Turkey 
hens now prohibited statewide.

·	 Definition of muzzleloader modi-
fied to allow for use of new muzzleloading 
technology.

Season Date Changes

Hunters should be aware of several season 
date changes for the 2026-27 hunting seasons 
before their first hunt, including:

The regular dove seasons are as follows:

·	 North Zone: Sept. 1 – Nov. 8, resum-
ing Dec. 18, 2026 – Jan. 7, 2027

·	 Central Zone: Sept. 1 – Oct. 25, 
resuming Dec. 11, 2026 – Jan. 14, 2027

·	 South Zone: Sept. 1 – Oct. 25, 
resuming Dec. 18, 2026 – Jan. 21, 2027

The expansion of “doe days” in Austin, 
Bastrop, Caldwell, Colorado, Comal (east 
of IH 35), DeWitt, Fayette, Goliad (north of 
U.S. Highway 59), Gonzales, Guadalupe, 
Hays (east of IH 35), Jackson (north of U.S. 
Highway 59), Karnes, Lavaca, Lee, Tra-
vis (east of IH 35), Victoria (north of U.S. 
Highway 59), Waller, Washington, Wharton 
(north of U.S. Highway 59), and Wilson 
counties will provide hunters with more 
opportunities to harvest antlerless white-
tailed deer.

The expanded doe day season in these 
counties is:

·	 Nov. 14 – 29, 2026 (second 
Saturday of November through the Sunday 
immediately following Thanksgiving)

The chachalaca season dates have been 
updated to be the same as quail season Nov. 
1 – Feb. 28, 2027.

Turkey Harvest Map:

Turkey hunters have a new tool available 
this year called the Turkey Harvest App that 
utilizes mandatory harvest data provided 
by successful hunters to display county-
scale harvest throughout the fall and spring 
seasons.

New World Screwworm:

New World screwworms (NWS) are para-
sitic flies that lay eggs in open wounds or 
mucous membranes of live warm-blooded 
animals. Hunters are encouraged to be 
vigilant while out in the field by reporting 
any animals they might see with suspicious 
wounds and thoroughly inspect their har-
vested game for wounds that may contain 
NWS larvae (maggots). Management of 
wildlife carcasses that may contain NWS 
larvae is important. Ensuring that no viable 
NWS larvae are left on or in the carcass 
will be of paramount importance to stop the 
NWS life cycle.

Hunters are encouraged to utilize Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission’s interactive NWS 
Zone Map before they hit the field and can 
find information about NWS at screwworm.
texas.gov .

Teal hunting season opens Sept. 19 with a 
nine-day early season for the second consec-
utive year.

The 2025 Waterfowl Breeding Population 
and Habitat Survey conducted by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
Canadian Wildlife Service estimated the 
blue-winged teal breeding population at 4.4 
million birds, which was 13 percent below 
the long-term average.

Unfortunately, the most recent 2026 May 
survey indicated the numbers dipped lower 
again this year with an estimated 3.96 mil-
lion blue-winged teal. It’s an 11 percent drop 
from last year’s numbers and remains below 
the 4.7-million threshold that is required for 
a 16-day special early teal season. Therefore, 
hunters can also expect another shortened 
season for the 2027-28 hunting season.

“Breeding population size is only part of 
what ultimately determines the number 
of birds hunters see in September,” said 
Kevin Kraai, Waterfowl Program Leader 
for TPWD. “Hopefully, good production in 
the Prairie Pothole Region puts a substantial 
number of young-of-the-year birds into the 
fall flight despite the smaller breeding popu-
lation counted earlier this spring.”

Blue-winged teal is the second most abun-
dant duck in North America and the primary 
species targeted during Texas’ early teal 
season. Despite lower breeding population 
survey numbers, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) biologists are encour-
aged by reports of strong production in 
portions of the Prairie Pothole Region this 
summer.

Teal Season in Texas Commences Sept. 19

Another important aspect of the teal-sea-
son story is that that the migration of 
blue-winged teal appears to be changing. 
Historically, bluewings moved through 
Texas during a relatively predictable and 
compressed period, with migration generally 
building through September and peaking late 
in the month. That pattern is becoming less 
predictable.

“We are now seeing blue-winged teal mi-
grate across a much broader period in the 
fall. Migration still begins in mid- to late 
August, but substantial numbers of birds 
can remain much farther north, including 
portions of the Prairie Pothole Region and 
breeding range, well into October and even 
November,” said Kraai. “At the same time, 
many birds do not appear to be moving as 
far south as they historically did.”

According to TPWD biologists, historically, 
relatively few blue-winged teal remained 
available to Texas hunters during the regular 
duck season. Today, a substantial portion of 
the population winters no farther south than 
the Texas coast, and blue-winged teal has 
become the number one harvested duck in 
Texas in many recent regular seasons.

“At this point, I expect a below-average 
early teal season overall in Texas,” added 
Kraai. “The continental breeding population 
is down again, the nine-day season gives us 
very little room to accommodate increasing-
ly prolonged migration, and habitat is drying 
across several important teal regions of the 
state.”

The nine-day statewide 2026 early teal sea-
son in Texas will run Sept. 19-27. The daily 
bag limit on teal is six, with a possession 
limit of 18. 
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Scattered shots…
The highlights of my weekend were running 
into my old friend Guitar Grady from Austin 
who opened the show for Larry Joe Taylor 
at the Sip Yard. I’ve know Grady since the 
90’s when I was booking for the Antone’s 
Record Label of which he was the guitarist 
for swamp pop artist Lazy Lester. Grady is a 
good dude and I gave him the ten dollar tour 
of Port A. I’m hoping to see more of him in 
the coming months. I also enjoyed the Dolly 
Parton Tribute at Treasure Island last Satur-
day with Five Card Draw. Not to mention a 
super great show from Nick Lawrence, Kelly 
Kenning and Clay Hollis also at the Sip Yard. 
Plus I caught some of the very interesting Red 
Feather show at Treasure Island.

Coming this weekend…

Moving right along… we have another fun 
weekend in store for you live music lovers out 
there. Starting off the weekend, the Johnson 
All Starz will play the weekly Thursday gig at 
Shorty’s with Art Galvan, Antone Perez and 
Wildman Ray Ray Summy. And coming this 
Friday the 11th we have the Lucky Dogz fea-
turing Darrell McCullough on guitar and lead 
vocals. Also on Friday Landry Allen will play 
Bron’s, the delightful B-Flat Dueling Pianos 
will bring their baby grands to the Yard yet 
one more time and finally blues man deluxe, 
John Cortez, will play Shorty’s. And coming 
the Saturday the 12th the Gaff will have their 
WORLD FAMOUS BELT SANDER RACES 
at 5:00 with Coach Big Jim Dugan providing 
the tunes before and after the race and Todd 
Dorn will play that night. BTW, my world 
famous racer, the Moon Monkey probably 
won’t make it to this race since I’m tied up 
with Macky and Mathew’s shindig going on at 
the same time. Rest assured, I’LL BE BACK. 
I want to also mention that after the benefit 
at Shorty’s, which ends at 8:00, Dreaming in 
Color will take the stage from 9:00- 1:00…
that’s eleven hours of straight live music. Bet-
ter get you naps in! And finally on Saturday, 
Americana stud Mario Flores will play the 
Sip Yard and Dave Florez will play Bron’s. 
I should also mention that the heavy medal 
outfit Sevendust is playing Concrete Street on 
Saturday. And I would be derelict in my duty 
if not to mention the Tuesday the 15th is my 
Mermaid Gal’s birthday and we’re going to 
dinner at Lisabella’s, yummy.

On the horizon…
And on the near horizon keep an eye out for 
shows by the Jam Band, the Palacios Broth-
ers, Squeezebox Bandits, Revolution, Boo 
& Poo, the INTERNATIONAL TALK LIKE 
A PIRATE DAY PARADE at the Gaff on Sep-
tember 19th, Ton of Brass, Cathouse, Aloha 
Dave, Triptonite, Cruise Control, San Juan 
Underground, Fuzion, Heavy Soul, a Doors 
Tribute, Whole Lotta Zep, Hard Rock Com-
edy, Mosh Pit Addicts and the Expendables 
at the House of Rock, Dallas Moore, West 
Bound Hearts, Emerald Unplugged, Red 
Feather, Josh Meloy and the undeniable King 
of Tex Mex Senior Joe King Carrasco. 

♫♪♫ And, that’s the truth ♫♪♫

 

By Ronnie Narmour
ronnienarmour@gmail.com

The Gaff
        Cold Beer      	 Open Daily at 11 am	 Hot Pizza

Live MusicBelt Sander Races
EVERY 2nd & 4th SATURDAY

Adios Labor Day…

Unless you’re a local, I’m guessing that my 
Labor Day may have different perimeters than 
yours. Having lived in Port A for nearly two 
decades, the mere mention of Memorial Day 
and Labor Day strikes fear in my heart due to 
the fact that I know there will be thousands 
of people soon to be spitting on my neck 
and shopping at the local grocery store with 
three generations of family tagging along and 
blocking up the aisles. It’s called the 100 Day 
Summer Tourist Season which is also dictated 
by the ever the changing school schedules. The 
good news is that we are finally at the end of 
this annual monster. And don’t forget the big 
daddy’s of them all, Spring Break and Sand-
Fest which is a whole other can of worms. 

Time to breathe…

Think I’m over reacting? Walk a hundred miles 
in my flip flops and see if you don’t want to 
hunker down. I mean we have other shorter 
holidays such as Christmas, New Years, Easter 
and Thanksgiving that come and go quickly 
and really don’t have a down side and few 
homegrown holidays such as Talk Like a Pirate 
Day and the Black Eyed Pea Off that are a lot 
of laughs. My personal favorite is Halloween 
in which I’m really looking for to this year 
because my pal Joe King Carrasco will be 
playing Shorty’s that night. I really only have 
to consolidate my moves when the 100 Days 
of Summer Tourist Season comes around or as 
I call it The 100 Days of No Left Turns. The 
floodgates are now closed, the lodging rates 
are cheaper and the trailer parks have emptied 
out. So for now, what we get are the locals 
(of course), second homers, fishermen and 
day trippers.   I know this is bad for retail but 
it wasn’t like this when we were just a little 
drinking beach town with a fishing problem…
but now we are a bonafied tourist trap and it’s 
time to breath. 

Ward Bros Benefit…
Coming this Saturday, September 12th Shorty’s 
will be hosting a benefit for Macky and 
Mathew Ward. The brothers had a bad fire 
at their house which was in the family for 
generations. Macky and Mathew are great 
guys and have many friends here who want to 
help the guys with getting their house back up 
and livable. The benefit will be from 2-6 and 
will have Edwin Meyer’s famous jambalaya, 
an auction and silent auction and live music. 
I have enlisted about 20 musicians who will 
donate their time for this event including Ray 
Summy, John Elijah, Brad Ethridge, James 
Derkits, Eli Brown, Billy Snipes, Ron Baker, 
Austin Forrest, Tex Beaumont, Red Feather, 
Brad Brown, Jered Clark, Craig Ware, Scott 
Graham, Miguel Cantu and Christopher 
Ivory. It looks like this may turn into a pretty 
cool jam. Hope to see yall there.

Live Music
TONIGHT

Labor Day traffic on the dreaded 
Hyway 361 going into Port A.

Brothers Mathew and Macky Ward’s 
benefit will be this Saturday at 

Shorty’s (2-8) .

Guitar Grady from Austin opened for 
Larry Joe Taylor last weekend 

at the Sip Yard

 Bartenders Linda Morgan and Hope 
Shoemaker gave tribute to Dolly Parton 

at Treasure Island last Sunday.
The Belt Sander Races are back at the 

Gaff starting this Saturday.

John Cortez and Jody Jennings will 
play Shorty’s on Friday. 
Photo by David Dickie

Thursday, 
September 10
Johnson All Starz @ 
Shorty’s
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s on the 
Beach
Geoff Tate @ 
Brewster Downtown
Dan Harrington @ 
Brewster Southside
Jim Dugan @ 
Brewster Island
Austin Carlile, 
Thuggernaut @ 
House of Rock
Rick’s Duo @ 
Rockit’s
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s on the 
Beach
Randall Hunt @ 
Sandbox NPI
Carl Hayes @ 
Hemingway’s
Brian Zampini @ 
Anchor Bar

Friday, 
September 11
Lucky Dogz @ 
Treasure Island
John Cortez @ 
Shorty’s
Landry Allen @ 
Bron’s
B-Flat Dueling 
Pianos @ Sip Yard
Phillip Dean West 
@ Gaff
N.E.F. @ Pelican 
Lounge
Aaron Jacob @ 
Brewster Island
Eric Graham @ 
Brewster Southside
Spazmatics @ 
Brewster Downtown
Cathouse @ 
Exchange
Fuzion, AJ Cruz @ 
Sugar Shack
Dos Locos @ 
Blackbeard’s 
Darren McGill @ 
Sandbox NPI
Jules Taylor @ 
Fajitaville
Carl Hayes @ 
HardKnocks
Marti J @ Anchor 
Bar
Mike Guerra & 
Trisum @ Pier 99
Lisa Sullivan, Just 

Cuz @ 18 Eighteen
Bill Goodge @ 5th & 
Elm Portland

Saturday, 
September 12   
WARD BROS 
BENEFIT (2-8) @ 
Shorty’s
BELT SANDER 
RACES @ Gaff
Jim Dugan @ Gaff
Dreaming in Color 
@ Shorty’s
Mario Flores @ Sip 
Yard Sat Sept 12
Dave Florez @ 
Bron’s Sat Sept 12
Sevendust @ 
Concrete Street Sat 
Sept 12
Chuck Almarez @ 
Blackbeard’s 
Rip Tide Cowboy @ 
Billish Park
Bayside Acoustic, 
EJ Mathews @ 
Fajitaville
Love Street, Carl 
Hayes @ Anchor Bar
Us Music @ Pier 99
Rinkinkaya @ 
Sandbox NPI
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s

Sunday,  
September 13  
Jim Dugan, Ty Dietz 
@ Shorty’s
Rick’s Duo @ Surf 
Club
Lisa Sullivan @ 
Blackbeard’s
Red Feather @ 
Anchor Bar
Melissa Ann @ Pier 
99
Eli Brown @ 
Sandbox NPI
EJ Mathews @ 
Anchor Bar
Caleb Griffis @ 
Fajitaville
Melissa Ann @ 
Doc’s
Joe Padilla @ La 
Playa CC

Monday, 
September 14
John Elijah Band @ 
Shorty’s
Johnny Kiser @ 
Pelican Lounge

The Labor Day ferry lines were packed 
leaving Port A.

Three Chords and the Truth


