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Island Moon Live is on
Thursday’s from 11-12 and 1-2
on 1440 KEYS AM, 98.7 FM,

and on YouTube

By Dale Rankin

Halloween 2026 is upon us and so
far the scariest thing we have seen
has been the television campaign
ads which make it seem like the
candidates are a spectral species
of ghouls, ghosts and office seek-
ing goblins. As of mid-week we
have yet to see a single dog in cos-
tume but we have a confluence of
Halloween Happenstance this year
with the holiday falling not only
on Saturday but on the Saturday
that marks the time we Fall Back
our clocks so there will be an ex-
tra bewitching hour of revelry for
partiers after 2 a.m. when it will
become 1 a.m. once again — it will
be like Déja Vu all over again. Ah,
to be young again...

Commodores Park already
being used

With the ribbon cutting for the
new and improved Commodores
Park set for Thursday, November
5, pickleballers, hoopsters, and
tennis players have already broken
in the new courts there. The beau-
tiful weather brought out Islanders
over the weekend to use the new
facilities in a show of how much
we have needed the new additions
to the park over the years.

So long Andre

For the past quarter of a centu-

ry the Beach Bums have been a
fixture of Island life. Like the tides
you could count on finding the
Bums gathered on the beach each
day and catching up on surfing
conditions and where the reds
were biting. The Bums first began
on the beach at Zahn Road then
moved south after the opening

of Packery Channel in 2005 and
Beach Bum #1 was Islander Andre
LaVoy. Each day Andre would
post his duck decoy on a stick to
slow down traffic then paint sea
shells gold and spread them on the
beach to the delight of kids of all
ages. Andre was the consummate
Islander who took full advantage
of the easy access to our local
beaches and showed the rest of us
how to live our best Island life.

A few years ago Andre and his
wife moved east to be near family
and this week word came that

he passed away at the age of 86.
It will be impossible to replace
Andre Around the Island and his
photo will be the latest addition
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Early Voting turnout breaks records
Fi irst n nine days of balloting already exceeds 2022 total

By Dale Rankin

A record number of voters have
cast ballots in Early Voting during

# the first nine days of balloting for

the November 3 General Election.

! The total number of Early Voters

in the 2022 mid-term elections
was 30,763, by close of Early
Voting on Tuesday, October 27 in
this cycle, a total of 55,894 ballots
had already been cast including

' mail in ballots.

| In 2022 a total of 89,744 votes
| were cast across the city in mid-

term election, the 2026 totals if

& the trend continues look to shatter

Voting signs outside of the Island Presbyterian church

Beachcombing Report

By Dale Rankin

The Padre Isles Property Owners
Association this week announced
they are exploring plans to place
two water flow restriction devic-
es in canals that could be closed

| Jace Tunnell holding a doll covered in barnacles.

Property Owners Association
proposes water tlow restriction
devices for Island canals

Two structures would leave “12 to 15 foot” opening for boat passage

during high water events to protect
the 32 miles of island bulkheads.

The two structures would be con-
structed of sheet piling with a “12
to 15 foot” gap in the center of the
canal for boat passage, the opening

A little Island history

By Bobbie Kimbrell

Editor s note: Bobbie Kimbrell
moved to Flour Bluff'in the early
1940s where he was a commercial
fisherman and where he still lives.

There have been thousands of

men and some women who have
commercial fished in the Laguna
Madre and some of them were very
colorful characters.

Some were very adventurous and
some could be called renegades
because they broke what game laws
there were in helping to eke out a
living. The average fisherman didn’t
drink any more than the average
worker of any profession although
some of them drank to excesses and
there were some teetotalers. Some
spent all of their catch on alcohol
and had to borrow money from the
fish dealer for a loan to make the
next fishing trip.

Voting cont. on page A3

A Beachcomber’

Halloween Nightmare

There is nothing quite like a doll
with snail eggs coming out of its
eyes to ruin a perfectly pleasant
walk on the beach.

I find about 20 dolls each year
during my beachcombing sur-
veys. Some have barnacles grow-
ing out of their heads. Others are
missing hair, limbs, or whatever

- innocence they once possessed.

Some may enter the Gulf through
rivers or get left behind on beach-

Beachcombing cont. on page A6

could be closed with the use of
panels when a surge tide from an
approaching storm or other high
water events is eminent, accord-
ing to plans presented at the
monthly meeting of the PIPOA

POA cont. on page A3

Laguna Fisherman Were a
Colorful Lot

Up toward the bulkheads

Most fishermen were very gener-
ous and would give you the shirt
off their back and would help you
learn how to catch fish, but would
hardly ever tell where they made
their catch or the exact locations.

If you asked a fisherman where
he was fishing he would usually
say, “up toward the bulkheads,

History cont. on A5

Island Moon
website
launch

OR Code will allow

readers to receive
latest issue by cell
phone

The first draft of the new Island
Moon website is launching next
week. Starting in the next issue of
the Island Moon we will include a
QR Code to allow Moon readers
to receive the new edition of the
paper through their cell phones by
connecting to the new site which
will still be a work in progress.

The new site will include a com-
prehensive history of Padre Island
and the surrounding area drawn
from the past three decades of the
Island Moon as well as an Ask

the Editor box to allow readers to
submit questions.

Look for the QR Code in the next
edition of the Island Moon!

Early Voting
turnout breaks
records

First nine days of
balloting already
exceeds 2022 total

By Dale Rankin

A record number of voters have

cast ballots in Early Voting during
the first nine days of balloting for
the November 3 General Election.

The total number of Early Voters
in the 2022 mid-term elections was
54,947, by close of Early Voting
on Tuesday, October 27 in this
cycle, a total of 55,894 ballots had
already been cast including mail in
ballots.

In 2022 a total of 89,744 votes
were cast across the city in mid-
term election, the 2026 totals if the
trend continues look to shatter that
record with three days of Early
Voting remaining along with the
Election Day turnout.

Early Voting turnout has been es-
pecially brisk on the city’s South-
side where incumbent Gil Hernan-
dez is running for the mayor’s seat
after terming out in the District 5
slot. A total of 8167 votes had been
cast at the two Southside polling
places by Tuesday.

On Padre Island 2674 votes had
been cast, in Flour Bluff the total
was 3396. In the 2022 election
there were a total of 8905 regis-
tered voters on Padre Island, that
number is 8481 for the current
election.
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Briones receives prestigious TxDOT award

Island Moon

Gilchrist award honors outstanding agency engineer
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Joseph Briones, P.E., Texas Department of
Transportation Corpus Christi Deputy Dis-
trict Engineer, recently received the 2026
Gibb Gilchrist Award.

The annual award, one of TxDOT’s pres-
tigious Big Five awards, recognizes an
outstanding TxDOT engineer who demon-
strates exceptional leadership and man-
agement with dedication to innovation and
collaboration while overcoming highly com-
plex highway engineering challenges.

Briones received the honor this month as
part of the agency’s 100th Centennial Short
Course at Texas A&M University.
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During his more than 20 years w1th TxDOT,
Briones has served in numerous leadership
positions with the Corpus Christi District,
including, and most notably, as Project
Manager for the US 181 Harbor Bridge
Replacement Project.

Briones grew up in Orange Grove and
attended Texas Tech University where
he received his bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering.

Gilchrist was a TxDOT pioneer serving
as the state highway engineer and dean of
engineering, president and first chancellor
for Texas A&M University.

Voting cont. from Al

that record with three days of Early Voting
remaining along with the Election Day
turnout.

Early Voting turnout has been especially
brisk on the city’s Southside where in-
cumbent Gil Hernandez is running for the
mayor’s seat after terming out in the Dis-
trict 5 slot. A total of 8167 votes had been
cast at the two Southside polling places by
Tuesday.

On Padre Island 2674 votes had been cast,
in Flour Bluff the total was 3396. In the

2022 election there were a total of 8905
registered voters on Padre Island, that num-
ber is 8481 for the current election.
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delicate bay systems.

our Island so special.

reasons,

despite differences.

forDIST

Vote Dan for District 4,

We can deliver reliable water at affordable costs without compromising our

We can support our vital industry partners while simultaneously enhancing the
quality of life for our residents.

We can attract new economic investment to our city while fiercely protecting
our residential neighborhoods and preserving the community feel that makes

As a proud Islander and your Candidate for City Council District 4, these are the
I'm personally asking for your vote.

Corpus Christi deserves better than what we have seen over the last two years.
The division and negativity from leadership have stained our city's reputation at
both the state and national levels. It's time for a change. Resolving our critical
water infrastructure challenges and restoring our city's credibility requires
leadership with a clear vision, experience, and a willingness to work together

With your vote, we can shift the direction of our city council
towards collaboration, progress, and a
better future for District 4.

number 4 on the ballot!

HERRINGTON

RICT 4

info@Dan4D4.com 361-589-9546

Pol. Adv. paid for by the Dan Herrington Campaign; Dan Suckley, Treasurer
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Letters to the Editor

T M '-.«I'HEEL HEAR ME SQUEAK.

Hello Dale,

I enjoyed reading your article titled “Box 13
and the Election That Will Live in Infamy”
published in the February 25, 2016 edition
of The Island Moon. However, there is a
factual misstatement in the last paragraph
of said article regarding the death of George
Parr on April 1, 1975 on his Los Horcones
Ranch, to-wit: George Parr did not shoot
himself with a “shotgun” as alleged. In
truth and in fact, George Parr shot himself
in the head with a .45 caliber semiautomat-
ic pistol belonging to his attorney, Nago
Alaniz. See The Duke of Duval, The Life &
Times of George B. Parr by Dudley Lynch,
Texian Press (1976), pp. 130-31. See also
The Fall of the Duke of Duval by John E.
Clark, Eakin Press (1995), pp. 17-20. You
may also want to search the archives of

the Corpus Christi Caller-Times for news
articles written by Joe Coudert reporting the
events of April 1, 1975 in Duval County.
Moreover, as an Assistant Attorney General
of Texas, I was present in the courtroom of
U.S. District Judge Owen Cox in Corpus
Christi on the afternoon of March 31, 1975,
when George Parr failed to appear for his
revocation hearing; and on April 1, 1975,

I personally observed the body of George
Parr, with its fatal .45 caliber head wound,
at a funeral home in San Diego. At the time
of his death, inside his Chrysler automobile
parked near a windmill on his Los Horcones
Ranch, George Parr had in his possession
an AR-15 assault rifle, in addition to the

.45 pistol, but he had no shotgun, just for
the record. Otherwise, your article on Box
13 was commendable, and I look forward
to reading more of your interesting and
informative articles in future editions of the
Moon. Keep up your good work!

Best Wishes,

Jerry Carruth

POA cont. from Al

Board Tuesday would be located on PIPOA
owned property north of the existing bridge
on Whitecap Blvd. and a second north of
the bridge over Commodores Drive.

A prior plan to construct a seagate at the en-
trance to Lake Padre from Packery Channel
to replace the gate removed in 2022 was not
mentioned at Tuesday’s meeting.

Board members said Tuesday the next step
in the process to move forward with the
two water flow restriction devices is to seek
an engineering firm to design the struc-
tures and to determine if a permit from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would be
necessary. The plan for the devices comes
with the anticipation of removal of the sand
dam east of the Don Patricio Bridge which
currently blocks water flow into the island
canal system from the east. Board members
said they are meeting with city officials

this week to request that the dam remain

in place until water flow meters can be in-
stalled to record water velocity through the
system prior to the removal of the sand dam
so that it can be contrasted to flow after its
removal. They said those devices are antic-
ipated to be in place “in the next 60 days.”
They said water flow has increased with the
opening of the canal under the Commodores
Dr. Bridge and has caused some washouts
around bulkheads on Jackfish Ave.

The cost estimate for the two proposed
structures and a timeline for their design
and construction was not given.

GALE LAW GROUP

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

ATTORNEYS/MEDIATORS

14633 S. Padre Island Dr.
361.808.4444

Office@GaleLawGroup.com
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Island Obituary

Andre Maurlce LaVoy

September 17, 1940 — October 11, 2026
Andre during his service as a U.S. Army
helicopter pilot

Andre Maurice LaVoy, 86, passed away on
Sunday, October 11, 2026, leaving behind

a lifetime of cherished memories, extraor-
dinary adventures, and a legacy of love,
laughter, and friendship.

Born on September 17, 1940, in Detroit,
Michigan, to Llewelyn and Elda LaVoy, An-
dre attended Milford High School, graduat-
ing with the Class of 1959. A gifted athlete,
he excelled in both football and track and
field, setting a state high school record in
the high jump. His athletic talents earned
him a football scholarship to Western Mich-
igan University, where he continued his
education before beginning a life of service
and adventure.

Andre first served in the United States Navy
before going on to distinguish himself as a
helicopter pilot in the United States Army
during the Vietnam War.

A decorated veteran, Andre was twice
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross

for extraordinary heroism while partici-
pating in aerial flight. His courage under
enemy fire, unwavering dedication to his
fellow soldiers, and willingness to go above
and beyond the call of duty reflected the
remarkable character of a man who lived his
life with bravery, integrity, and heart. His
military service was a source of tremendous
pride and an enduring part of his legacy.
Following his military career, Andre relo-
cated to Texas and continued his passion for
aviation as a pilot for Petroleum Helicop-
ters, Inc. (PHI). His career in aviation took
him around the world, providing oppor-
tunities to experience new places, explore
different cultures, and enjoy countless
adventures. Flying was more than a profes-
sion for Andre; it was a lifelong passion that
perfectly suited his adventurous spirit and
love of discovery.

Beyond his distinguished flying career,
Andre had an unmistakable zest for life

and a wonderful sense of humor. He was
passionate about Formula One and NA-
SCAR racing and was an enthusiastic sports
fan who enjoyed following the University
of Michigan Wolverines, Detroit Tigers, and
Kansas City Chiefs. He loved photography
and had a gift for capturing life’s moments,
although those who knew him might say
his greatest talent was delivering a perfectly
timed—and often wonderfully corny—dad
joke. Andre never missed an opportunity to
make someone laugh.

But of all the places Andre’s adventures
took him, none held his heart quite like

the beaches of Padre Island, Texas. It was
there, surrounded by sunshine, sand, and an
incredible circle of friends, that Andre was
truly in his element. An avid shuffleboard
player and enthusiastic participant in beach
golf, he embraced the easygoing island
lifestyle and the friendships that made it so
special.

Andre during his service as a U.S. Army
helicopter pilot

Andre also had a deep appreciation for the
natural beauty of the island and the wild-
life that called it home. He volunteered his
time helping protect endangered sea turtles,
assisting with the identification of nesting
sites, supporting hatchling releases, and
contributing to conservation efforts during
nesting season. It was one of the many ways
he quietly gave back to a place he loved so
dearly.

He also had a particularly endearing tradi-
tion of collecting seashells, painting them
gold, and leaving them along the beach for
unsuspecting children to discover—a small
gesture that perfectly captured his generous
heart and playful spirit. Andre was a beloved
presence on Padre Island, where his warmth,
humor, and genuine love of people earned
him countless lifelong friends.

One of Andre’s favorite places was the Pel-
ican Bar on Padre Island, a place that would
forever hold a particularly special meaning.
On November 11, 2011—11/11/11—he
married the love of his life, Glenda, there.
Their marriage was a beautiful chapter in
Andre’s life, filled with love, companionship,
laughter, and treasured memories.

Above all else, Andre loved his family. He
is survived by his devoted wife, Glenda;

his three children, Adam LaVoy (Kristy),
Alan LaVoy, and Eric LaVoy; and his five
stepchildren, Lisa Crary (Brian), Jack
Cimino (Tony), Paula Jones (Mark), Chris-
topher Walker (Samantha), and Joey Walker
(Dana). He also leaves behind one grand-
daughter, eight step-grandchildren, and

two step-great-grandchildren, along with
countless friends whose lives were brighter
because he was part of them.

Andre had a rare ability to make people feel
welcome, to find humor in the everyday,
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Stuff I Heard on the Island

By Dale Rankin

Jay Gardner, raig Tho

mp

Island Moon

on, Dale Rankin, and Jacob Augs on the radio

show live each Thursday from Doc's

Each Thursday a group of us gather down-
stairs at Doc’s Seafood & Steaks and do a
live radio show for two hours to talk about
all things Island. It airs on KEYS Radio and
on YouTube under the Island Moon Live
title. I began doing the show with long-time
local radio host Jim Lago since what was
supposed to be a one-time only show in
2021 that somehow turned into a regular
gig then a show with Blake Farenthold and
with the passing of both of them it fell to
me to keep going.

The show began out on Tupper Road where
the Clear Channel Radio studios are located
and then migrated to Blake’s house then
finally to Doc’s where it has settled in for
the past three or four years. It also moved
around on the radio dial to KEYS Radio
1440 AM and 98.7 FM where you can catch
the audio version and the YouTube channel
where you can see the video.

It’s an interesting location for a radio show
because it includes the soundtrack of The
Island in the form of squawking seagulls,
the motor whine of passing tug boats, and
the cackling of grackles grabbing packets
of sugar off of neighboring tables that are
picked up by the six live microphones

we use. The show is somewhere between
National Public Radio and Howard Stern as
we have had everyone from the chair of the
Port of Corpus Christi to our friend Ernie
Buttler, to the kids from the Challenge
Team at Flour Bluff High School.

The first hour of the show goes on live from
11 a.m. to noon then we continue on You-
Tube as that portion of the show is taped to
run at I p.m. on KEYS after they simulcast
the noon news from KRIS. We try to avoid
office seekers during the election season,
with a few exceptions, since there is plenty

Last week we were entertained with the removal of the dilapidated sailboat
that had taken up residence under the JFK.

i
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MEWS=TALK = SPORTS

T heado show cast from 7-31-2025 with Jay Gardner, Jacob Aus, Dale
Rankin, Charlie Zahn, Greg Smith, and Dr. Brian Gull

of space on the radio waves for that on other
shows. The last thing we want to become

is a show that is an echo chamber of stump
speeches by the great and near-great. We do
keep an open mic for Islanders with upcom-
ing events to talk about and anyone is invit-
ed to stop by as long as you are comfortable
in front of a live microphone.

We also use a soundtrack from recordings
with local musicians who own the publish-
ing rights to their own material with regular
appearances by Stevie Start, Billy Snipes,
and Ty Dietz who play us in and out of
breaks.

So if you have something you want to say
or you just want to stop by and see how the
sausage is made we are there each Thursday
making radio on Island Time.

We like to stay near the Twin Lakes
of Muddle and Puddle when we do the
show.
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& Istahd Moon Live

Billy Snipes plays the show on from a break on 9-17-2026 with Debbie
Noble, Natalie Williams, and Sheriff J.C. Hooper
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By Chris Jordan
The legendary Grey Moss Inn in Grey For-
est, Texas, was a great place to have landed
for my very first restaurant job. It was an
easy choice: it was just down the way on
the same rural road my family’s miniature
horse farm was on. The farm was minia-
ture; the horses were full-sized. And to be
clear, The Grey Moss Inn wasn’t an inn at
all. It was a restaurant, and a hell-of-a-one
at that.
It was where I learned about washing dish-
es, peeling garlic, busing tables, waiting ta-
bles, playing host, schmoozing bigger tips,
wine, steak temps, cigarettes, drugs, girls,
staying up all night, and doing it again for
days in a row. It was like being at a CIA
campus that had gone off the rails and
Kitchen Confidential was the curriculum.
The Grey Moss Inn made it 90 years. That’s
540 in restaurant years. It’s a Mexican
restaurant now. I’m just glad I was there
smack-dab in the middle of its heyday.
The place certainly left its mark. I can still
remember my coworkers’ names. Remem-
bering The Grey Moss Inn is melancholy
for me for sure, but that’s the thing about
restaurants — even the great ones — they
don’t last forever.
I worked at a couple of restaurants after
that, but I wouldn’t be thrust into another
formative restaurant experience until I
moved to Port Aransas in 1992. Guy Car-
nathan had never owned a restaurant before
Beulah’s. Hell, he hadn’t even worked in
one. That turned out to be more blessing
than curse, though. Guy was blazing a trail
for sure — it was like riding a culinary
comet. I’d never seen food done with such
elevated intention before. What Guy did
have that ended up being his ace in the
hole was exceptionally good taste. In food,
though not necessarily in any other aspect
of the restaurant business — he hired me,
after all.
My girlfriend, Beedle, went to work there
first and recruited me soon after. [ was
thrust among a crew that was both rag-
tag and exceptionally well-suited for the

Guy Carnathan and the author,
October 9, 1993

task at hand: survive the restaurant’s first
summer. I’d made it through basic training
at The Grey Moss Inn, but I had not seen
any real combat until that summer of *93.
It was trial by fire — the kind of experi-
ence you share with others and NEVER
forget. Now’s as good a time as any for the
inevitable shout-out: Julie Caraker, Beedle
Scalan, Andy Wells, Cita Palmeros, and
Guy Carnathan, of course. Many others
came later, but that was the crew at the core
of Beulah’s origin story.

Beulah’s morph-moved to the waterfront
where it was mostly-sorta known as The

Drivers headed OTB of late have been
asking about the new developments going
in east of SPID near the base of the JFK

Bridge. The work consists of two projects.

The new structure at 14,102 SPID is the
Lighthouse Center which is a two-story
32,000-plus square-foot building that
with will be home to Real Life Church
which is the owner and anchor tenant that
will take up about half of the space in the
building. The remainder will include space
for commercial, meeting, recreational,
and retail space, and a 3000 square-foot
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The Ghosts of Restaurants Past

Pelican Club. It carried on for a few years,
wound on down, eventually closed, and the
building it left vacant fell into the marina
during Hurricane Harvey.

Years later, I would open a restaurant of my
own, Tacorama. Beedle came to work there
shortly after and pretty much ran the show
from then on. If you were in Port Aransas
at the end of the last millennium, you had
some of our tacos. Locals, tourists, school
kids, and fishermen were among the folks
that kept us in business day after day: 6
AMto 1 PM ... every single day. It was
brutally hot in that little thatched-roof taco
hut. It vanquished all but the strong. Lots
of good folks passed through its doors, but
I remember Mark Pulich and Gloria Fisher
for sure. I burned my finger once and Glo-
ria said to let her see it. After she’d given it
a glance, she leveled a scornfully disap-
pointed look my way and said, “Oh, good
lord, child! That ain’t nothing! I’ve had
worse on my eyeball!” Mark went on to
complete culinary school, become the chef
at Venetian Hot Plate, and now operates his
own restaurant, The Roasted Clove over in
Corpus Christi.

I opened another restaurant, Shrimp House,
and then The Flats Lounge. I thought all
three of those joints were pretty cool and a
lot of y’all had a hand in making them so.
By 1999, I was partying like it was 1999
and just never stopped. It was what my
friend Preecher Williams has come to call
“the good ole, bad ole days.” If you had

to put up with me and my BS around that
time, [ hope you can please forgive me. By
2004, I figured I was about to get run off
the island and decided to see myself out be-
fore that happened. I didn’t leave town in a
barrel, but that was only because I couldn’t
afford one. If it wasn’t for Celean Duthie
loading me up in her land yacht and driving
me to her cabin in the arid mountains of
eastern Washington, I might not have made
it. Thank you, Celean.

There’s just one more restaurant I need to
tell about before I get to the one I really
want to talk about. Beedle and our son
Jordan had come to live in Kerrville and
Celean was willing to relocate there from
the Pacific Northwest so I could be near
Jordan. I would need a job immediately
upon arrival, and had sniffed out an ideal
prospect. I managed to get Blake Pickett
on the phone, and after we’d chatted a bit,
he and I both knew we were right for each
other: he was soon to be opening a killer
restaurant in Kerrville and I — well, I need-
ed a job.

River’s Edge Tuscan Grille was the closest
thing to fine dining Kerrville ever had

and will probably ever have. The well-re-
searched menu was developed from Blake’s
travel in Italy as well as his lifelong dedica-
tion to crafting great food. We had a good
crew, a great clientele, daily specials, and
an all-Italian wine list. We made history
there, both professionally and personally
— Blake met his wife Stephanie there and
that’s exactly where they got hitched. Blake
sold the restaurant to a guy who couldn’t
keep the doors open. Sometimes there’s
not even an apparent reason a successful
restaurant fails under new ownership. It just
happens. It’s a tale as old as time.

I’'m gonna leave it right here for now, and
even though most of y’all know where this
is going, you’re gonna have to wait until
next week to get some closure ... so to
speak.

restaurant with an operor still to be
announced.

The newer development still in the
foundation stage will be home to the
Surfing Crab Cajun seafood restaurant
which announced in July they are opening
two new locations across the city. The
development will also have retail space
available with a scheduled opening in
February, 2027. The Nueces Appraisal
District lists the property owner as Purnama
LLC.
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(where Corpus Christi Bay meets the La- of his brothers would build the bridges. Ace Sports Talk SpeCIal tO the ISland MO s

guna Madre); or down below which meant  hired two men of Mexican descent to do the . T he B as eb all World S erles_P art 1

south of Pita Island. If he said the Lower cement finishing. They could do whatever
End it meant south of Baffin Bay or before  finish was needed on the cement and were
you get to the Nine Mile Hole which is known Texas-wide as the best in that trade.
also called the Graveyard because so many o )

fish suffocated in the hot salty water in the On his time off from working Ace spent

| By-Dotson Lewis

i

summertime when the tide got so low the most of his time fishing with a rod and reel

fish were trapped in the hold. Some fish- in a river, lake or just anywhere there was | Dotson s Note: The World Series is the The World Series has been contested 121

ermen would say they were fishing in the some water. Ace’s last cement job was on annual championship series of Major times through 2025, with the AL team

flats, (shallow water), or in the deep oron  the construction of the NAS-CC where League Baseball (MLB), a professional winning 68 times and the NL team 53. The

the Padre side (eastside), or the King Ranch h; worked on(;he Cem?g‘ilkhel?d? an?l baseball league operating in the United current World Series champions are the Los

side, (west side or west shore). the unique underground fuel tanks for the States and Canada, contested between the ~ Angeles Dodgers of the National League,
airplanes. After that Ace’s health got bad . . , .

champion teams of the American League who defeated the AL’s Toronto Blue Jays in

Nearly every new fisherman added some and he gave up the cement work for a try at AL) and the National L NL

new ideas or new means of catching fish commercial fishing. Being inexperienced (Th ) and the va w’Zla eaguz(h ) " seven games.

which helped the fishing industry. In the in commercial fishing Ace nearly starved to e winning team, determined (nroug. The Oricinal World Seri

earliest days of fishing the nets were made  death to start with but eventually made a go ahbest—Qf sev;nhp l;zy off, zs(dfeclar e?l tZe e vrniginal /vo eries

of cotton and the stageings, (Leaders), made out of it with the help of other fishermen. champions of the league (ojten calie .

of cotton with iron fishhooks that rusted fast. “world champions”) and awarded the ieforg 1882, Wh?n theé\merlcan d

The nets changed from cotton to linen and After the JFK Causeway was completed Commissioner’s Trophy. It was first played S§0c11at10n Wa}? (I)\Inn§ als z second

eventually to nylon and monofilament and 10 1950, Ace apd another fisherman and in 1903 to determine the championship rnfag)or feag.ue, ; Be atllgorﬁlpl ss0c1a‘;1é);11

the hooks changed from plates to stainless @ former superintendent of Flour Bluff team of baseball after the American League ~©- - TO1eS510nal basc ball 17ayers ( -

steel. Different types of hooks were used, school put in the first bait stand ever on declared itself the second major-league 1875) and then the National League

such as New York trout hooks and Eagle the Intracoastal Canal south of the former circuit in the United States to compete with (founded 1876) represented the top level

claw which were smaller hooks used on the  swing bridge. After a few years Ace became the previously established National League of organized baseball in the United States.
trotlines. the sole owner of the Red Dot Bait Stand ; e " All championships were awarded to the
and ran it until he retired. While commercial Thanks to Bill Morgan and Wikipedia team with the best record at the end of the
Winfield Garfield Bowman fishing and running the Red Dot, Ace did a Jor the facts and photos contained in this season, without a postseason series bein
lot of rod and reel fishing, fishing under the | 7éPO"". playedi From 18851) to 1890. the Nati onalg
When the weather was bad and too rough to  birds, where trout kicked up shrimp and the League and the American A’ssociation
go fishing a lot of fishermen would gather at  birds flocked over them. Ace caught a lot faced each other in a series of games at the
the fish market and swap stories of past fish- of trout. Fishing in the flats with a Johnson d of th to determi 1
ing experiences or about where they came  spoon Ace caught a lot of large redfish as enc of the season to determine an overa
from originally and what their previous life  they were tailing in the shallow water. At f:hamp 1on. These series were dlsorgamz.ed
was all about. one time Ace was the president of the Flour in comparison to the modern World Series,
Bluff-Padre Island Business Association with the terms arranged through negotiation
of the owners of the championship teams

with the members taking turns to be presi-
dent for one year. Ace made one of the first beforehand. The number of games played
ranged from as few as three in 1884

removable popping corks out of cork, which
(Providence defeated New York three

resulted in the first plastic popping cork.

games to zero), to a high of fifteen in 1887
(Detroit beat St. Louis ten games to five).
Both the 1885 and 1890 Series ended in
ties, each team having won three games
with one tie game.

One of the most interesting and colorful
fishermen I ever met was Winfield Garfield
Bowman. He was from New York City and
lived near Fulton Fish Market on Long Is-
land. At that time and for 100 years the Ful-
ton Fish Market was the largest fish market ~ When it got cold in the winter Ace would go
in the world. During the Spanish American  fishing on the west bank of the canal across
War Windy was a cook in the Army and from John Bean’s Pier, (no Snoppy’s), and
was in the battle of San Juan Hill in Cuba.  catch a lot of big trout with a mirror lure

He drew a pension from being in that war. or live shrimp. One morning he caught a
Windy built his own 35-foot motor boat that Number 3 tub of trout with a mirror lure

he stayed on while fishing down the Lagoon on live shrimp in one hour and gave them
and he built his own 16-foot skiff that he to his customers at the Red Dot Bait Stand.

The series was promoted and referred
to as “The Championship of the United
States”, “World’s Championship Series”, or

used for fishing. Windy was heavy on the Ace demonstrated the first spinning reel to t ot P « ) -

salt and put a I%t of sal}‘: in everytging he customers but hardly ever sgld onég because Commissioner’s Trophy World’s Serles“ for short. An”urban myth

cooked, including the coffee. they could be bought for less elsewhere. holds. the name World Series” came from a
. ) o putative sponsorship by the New York World

Windy was about six feet tall and on the Through the years there have been so many Quahﬁf:atmn to the World Series is newspaper. The earliest such claim found

slim side but strong and durable. In the colorful commercial fishermen that it would | determined through a postseason by Snopes was made in 1991 by Nick Auf

winter months Windy caught a lot of drum  take volumes to write about all of them. tournament consisting of six teams per der Maur. Ben Zimmer posits confusion

and usually loaded up the ice box in the Their catches of trout and redfish were a league — three teams who won their with The World Almanac, whose name does

motor boat in two or three days. In the early  blessing for the housewife who bought fish | respective divisions and three teams who
spring Windy was famous for making a trap ~ at the market since trout and redfish are the | achieved the best win-loss record overall
set on the King Ranch shoreline and caught  top choice. but failed to clinch a division title. The team The 19th-century competitions are not

a lot of sow trout, five to eight pounds which have won their league’s tournament,  officially recognized as part of World Series
on average. At that time, about when the or clinched a pennant, qualify for the World  history by Major League Baseball, which
Intracoastal Canal was completed, the water Series against the other league’s pennant considers 19th-century baseball to be a

had so much salt in it that it had the color of winner. prologue to the modern baseball era. As
strawberry soda water which made for better late as approximately 1960, some sources

§1f1lggzzfiiﬁﬁgfé;vggiiig?ﬁ:f ti:;:ﬁe though t' h ios is plaved int treated the 19th-century series on an equal
I atthough sometimes the seres 1s played 0 4445 with the 20th-century series. After

warden came by for a visit. Windy was November due to the expansion of the MLB i, -+ 1930 however man};/ authorities

also a gambler and would gamble on just postseason. Because the series is played in 4. the m(;dem Worid Series to 1903 and

about anything; poker, moon and dominoes . .
and the punch boards. Windy stayed in the the fall (autumn) season in North America, gisoy 5 the earlier contests separately.

reflect being founded by the newspaper.

The series is traditionally played in October,

Nueces Hotel in downtown Corpus Christi it is often referred to as the Fall Classic. (For example, the 1929 World Almanac
when he wasn’t fishing. One winter my dad Before the AL and NL were split into lists “Baseball World’s Championships
fished with Windy in Baffin Bay and they divisions in 1969. the team with the best 1884—-1928” in a single table, while the

1943 edition lists “Baseball World’s
Championships 1903-1942".)

caught a good load of drum on every trip. At
age 69 Windy died in the Spohn Hospital of
pneumonia.

regular-season win—loss record in each
league won that league’s pennant and
advanced to the World Series, barring a

Ace Kimbrell tie necessitating a pennant playoff. Since 1892—-1900: “The Monopoly Years”
the introduction of the Major League Following the collapse of the American
Another fisherman who I call colorful was Baseball postseason playoff format in Association after the 1891 season, the

my dad, Samuel Acie (Ace) Kimbrell.
At age sixteen he learned how to survey

1969, each league has conducted a League =~ National League was again the only major
Championship Series (ALCS and NLCS) league. The league championship was

working with a surveyor. From there he Ty o preceding the World Series to determine awarded in 1892 by a playoff between

got into the cement business of building which of its teams will advance, while split season champions. This scheme was

small cement bridges and culverts when t%le On of the original bait stand owners | those series have been preceded in turn abandoned after one season. Beginning

first paved rko.?ld ls1 1{1 Tgxis were built. l?'fie S was Louis Rawalt who owned The by Division Series (ALDS and NLDS) in 1893—and continuing until divisional

fﬁ;?iﬁngl fs ﬂ; ec s nlf[)rea ctt o re vigﬁtiﬁgtgd IA (? en Coastway where Packery Bar & Grill | since 1995, and Wild Card games or series  play was introduced in 1969—the pennant

would sﬁb contract the job and he an d’tw o building is now located in each league since 2012. Until 2002, was awarded to the first-place club in the
home-field advantage in the World Series standings at the end of the season. For four

| alternated from year to year between the seasons, 18941897, the league champions

AL and NL. From 2003 to 2016, home- played the runners-up in the postseason

field advantage was given to the league that championship series called the Temple Cup.
won that year’s All-Star Game. Starting in A second attempt at this format was the
2017, home-field advantage was awarded Chronicle-Telegraph Cup series, which was
to the league champion team with the better played only once, in 1900.

regular-season win—loss record regardless
of that team’s seeding in earlier postseason
rounds (i.e. a Wild Card team in one league
will be given home-field advantage over a
division winner in the other league if it had
the better record or wins the tie-breaking
procedure).

In 1901, the American League was formed
as a second major league. No championship
series were played in 1901 or 1902 as the
National and American Leagues fought
each other for business supremacy (in 1902,
the top teams instead opted to compete in a
Jfootball championship).

To Be Continued

BAY FISHING

POOL&SPASERVICES Iz ¢ G - OFFSHORE FISHING
s ' : POLPHIN WATCHING

REPAIRS - BEMODELS

WEEKLY MTENJ!NCE + EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION -

15715 S. Padre f‘-\fﬁﬂ(f Dr #101 Wade in the Water Pool Services LLC 3 742 3195 - ' L
FREE Water Testing! . 361-658-8581 Buccaneercrulses com




A6

Island Moon

October 29, 2026

Island Outdoors

Nature Notes Beachcombing Report

Mottled, Mallard, or a Species Between?

Beachcombing cont. from Al

es, then travel with winds and ocean cur-
rents before washing ashore in Texas. Their
exact origins are usually a mystery, and the

Occasionally, these finds pay off. HBO
comedian John Oliver once paid $10,000 for
my collection of about a dozen dolls, then

Florida Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula fulvigula) pair, male (left) and female (right).
Photo by Katie Titsworth

By: Katie Titsworth

If you’ve ever stared at a brown duck
through binoculars, wondering whether
you’re looking at a female, an immature
bird, or a male in eclipse plumage, you know
how tricky duck identification can be. On
Florida’s Gulf Coast, however, telling these
ducks apart is becoming increasingly im-
portant as the endemic Florida Mottled Duck
(Anas fulvigula fulvigula) is hybridizing
with feral Mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) at
an alarming rate.

The Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) is a year-

round resident of the Gulf Coast, making it
the only dabbling duck species in this region
that both nests and winters here. Mottled
Ducks are found in their highest numbers

in the coastal prairies and wetlands of the
western Gulf Coast, where they are a highly
valued game species. There are two distinct
subspecies of the Mottled Duck: the Gulf
Coast Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula macu-
losa), found along the coast from Alabama to

Tamaulipas, Mexico, and the Florida Mottled

Duck, endemic to peninsular Florida.

Wild Mallards winter in low concentrations
throughout Florida and migrate to their
northern breeding areas in the spring. How-
ever, their feral counterparts are found year-
round in the state, primarily within urban
and suburban areas. As a result, the range of
feral Mallards completely overlaps with the
relatively small breeding range of endemic
Mottled Ducks, which extends from Alachua
County southward.

Observations of the two species in mixed
flocks and pairs have been noted for over
20 years by birders and biologists alike, and
they are even capable of producing fertile
hybrid offspring. This poses a serious threat
to the Florida Mottled Duck population as
the subspecies is genetically “swamped” by
the overabundant feral Mallards.

Research has demonstrated a concerningly
high hybridization rate between Florida
Mottled Ducks and Mallards, at around 95%

are identified as hybrids, colloquially known
as “Muddled” ducks, than as genetically

distinct members of either species. Hybrids
can be identified largely by their unique
facial streaking, often showing patches

of iridescent green on the head, a trait not
seen in pure Mottled Duck individuals with
an unstreaked, buffy face.

Although permits are required for the
possession, purchase, or selling of domestic
Mallards in Florida, these birds are illegally
released in concerningly large numbers
throughout the state. The Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
estimates that over 12,000 Mallards are
purchased and potentially released across
the state each year, often for aesthetic pur-
poses. In partnership with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), the FWC pro-
vides permits for the control of feral Mal-
lards through lethal control and trapping
(May 1st—August 31st) and destruction of
nests and eggs (year-round). However, such
control methods appear to have a limited
effect on hybrid prevalence, based on pop-
ulation surveys and increasing observations
by birders in peninsular Florida.

Threats to Mottled Ducks are not central-
ized to the Florida Gulf Coast. Coastal
marsh loss in Texas and Louisiana forces
these ducks into urban wetland areas,
potentially increasing contact with Mal-
lards. Hybridization rates between these
species have not been extensively analyzed
within this area of the Mottled Duck range,
but such habitat loss raises concerns about
similar genetic swamping to that occurring
in Florida.

Protecting the Florida Mottled Duck means
preserving more than a familiar face in our
coastal wetlands. As a subspecies endemic

to peninsular Florida, it represents a unique
part of the state’s natural heritage, one that

could be lost if hybridization continues un-
checked. Reducing the release of domestic

Mallards,

protecting wetland habitats, and monitoring
hybridization are important steps toward

. s " ensuring that Mottled Ducks remain a
Genetic analyses reveal that more individuals £

distinct part of our Gulf Coast wildlife for
generations to come.

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS
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dolls have been reluctant to Cooperate. destroyed them. A reasonable approach to

home security. I donated the money to the
Amos Rehabilitation Keep in Port Aransas,
which rehabilitates sea turtles and birds.

With Halloween approaching, there is no
reason I should be the only one losing sleep.

Recently, I rode past a doll lying facedown
on Matagorda Peninsula. It wore a sandy
white dress, had a full head of hair, and
looked disturbingly realistic. Pale skin and
tar smeared across both legs completed the
scene. | did a double take from my electric
bike, briefly thinking I had found a body.
Fortunately, it was a doll about two and a
half feet tall. My heart eventually accepted
that explanation.

So, the next time you find a beach doll,
consider the possibilities. It might help
wildlife. It might haunt your dreams. Either
way, | recommend checking the eyes before
bringing it home.

Sleep tight tonight.

Jace Tunnell is the Director of Community
Engagement for the Harte Research Institute
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.
His Beachcombing series appears in news-
papers, as a weekly video on YouTube and
KEDT PBS, and as a weekly feature on
KEDT NPR. Follow Jace at harteresearch.
org, Facebook (@harteresearch) and Insta-
gram (@harteresearch).

Then there is the post at mile marker 30

at Padre Island National Seashore. Dolls
are nailed to it or tied around it. I regular-
ly inspect the residents. New ones appear
while older ones become increasingly
weathered by sunshine and salt air. The area
is supposedly haunted. My only encounter
involved getting stuck in deep sand. That
was sufficient.

Creepy doll found on Padre ]sland Natlonal Seashore
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By Jay Gardner

I attended the TPWD artificial reefing work-
shop the other day, and a few things stuck
out. Mainly, the new regulations being pro-
mulgated from the Feds are becoming more
and more onerous over time. The amount of
red tape being required for applications has
quadrupled from what it was just a few years
ago and organizations that were already
strapped for time and money in these efforts
are literally being tripped up.

We want to be waiting on materials, not on
paperwork and permits. We lose materials of
opportunity all along the Texas coast because
either we don’t have a place to store them,
we don’t have the money on hand to move
them, or the main reason is, we don’t have
the permit to reef them. The folks at TPWD
are doing the best they can, but applying

for a permit, then waiting for two years and
going back and forth over minutiae details

is borderline not acceptable. I have to give

a shout out to Lindsey and MaryBeth for
doing more work than what they are handed.

The main issue is that it takes 2-3 years

to get these US Army Corps of Engineers
permits, and a good deal of that is waiting
on National Marine Fisheries to figure out
if a pile of rocks in the middle of nowhere
in the gulf is going to somehow massacre

a bunch of sea turtles and manta rays. You
know, because a pile of concrete culverts and
concrete pyramids is extremely hazardous.
These 2,000 1b pieces of concrete may grow
a brain, become sentient, transform into
motile organisms, and take down a manta
ray. Yes, I’m being facetious, but come on,
there has got to be some form of logic and
common sense applied to these situations.
The part that really hurts is that it takes 2-3
years to get a permit that is only good for 24
months, and then you have to start the entire
process over again.

Some of the main reasons for the declines
worldwide of sea turtles and manta rays
is bycatch in longlining, gillnetting, small
scale fisheries, and of course Asian trade
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By Joey Farah

in gill plates, because as you guessed it,
ancient medicine claims that tonic made
from the ground bones of manta rays gives
you special powers. Those types of fishing
aren’t legal here in the States, we kicked
the massive longlining operations out of our
EEZ, and I don’t know of anyone who puts
zip in their step by grinding stingray bones.
So I’m not sure why we get punished for
something that is going on on the other
side of the world? If you want to make a
difference for these sea creatures, then hop
a plane to Indonesia and take the poachers
head on instead of sitting in an office in
Tampa and hiding behind a mountain of
paperwork. Rant over.

There are still a few migrating birds around.
We were sitting at the cabin in the Laguna
the other day, and I had just noticed that my
hummingbird feeder was dry, and right on
cue, a hummingbird flew up right in front
of us sitting there. I felt bad that I didn’t
have an adequate supply of sugar at the
cabin to fill it up again. That’s on the top of
the list for the next trip down. There have
been some great migrants coming through
that are on the rare and range extension list
on eBird. There are still somewhere around
75 million birds a night that are headed our
direction and waiting on the next cold front
to push them south.

We are sitting in what I consider the sweet
spot of the fall right now with temps in

the mid 80’s and lows in the low 70’s at
night. It’s still not enough for me to turn
off the A/C, but it feels pretty comfortable
most of the time. Beachcombing has been
pretty good from what [’'m reading, but I
wouldn’t know because I am chained to
this chair. I’'m assuming fishing is pretty
similar as well, so it’s time to get out there.
The Island Strategic Action Committee is
next week, as well as the Commodores Park | &
ribbon cutting. I’ll see you there. Drop me

a line at jaygardner1032@gmail.com and

we’ll see you next week On the Rocks.

.

The sky ignited in bright orange and yel-
lows, breaking dawn into a heavenly paint-
ing of a new day. I looked over my shoulder
as [ made my way south, with friends re-
cently passed on my mind. Ancient peoples
that lived here along the ocean believed you
could channel a connection with our loved
ones as the sun met the horizon over the

sea. | have to say I feel the same way. My
friend Jeff Kratz made that journey south for
decades, shrimping, fishing, building cabins,
lots of fun hunting trips, and most important
trips to the cabin with grandchildren! A man
finds his sole in the quiet moments like a
rising sun over the water, puts your thoughts
and focus in check. If you are not able to
watch the sun rise, catch up to it as it falls a
few times a week. You might find some great
memories of folks gone from us and many a
little bit of yourself in that sky.

m j

The variable temperatures and weather
changes have given us some beautiful sky
canvas, and fishing has been both excel-

lent and frustrating. Both are normal for

the month of October, a month of change.
Anglers must remember that there is a smor-
gasbord of food sources readily available

to gamefish all over the bay and the surf.
This has put mature gamefish on a pattern of
holding tight to the best bait, and waiting for
the best lunar feeding times to take a meal.
High tides are also a normal condition this
time of year and spread everything out over
a fast and shallow expanse. Many anglers
are beating their summer program to death,
using what was working this summer far too
late in the year. Covering water and staying
loose and maneuverable is key in constantly
getting into good catching.

Drift fishing over anchoring up will allow
you to find out what water level in the bay
fish and bait are concentrated in. Matching
maps, GPS, even Google on your phone to
your drift fishing will let you figure where
the bait is relatively to the bottom changes.
Pin point where you have seen the most

bait and that’s where you need to be during
predicted lunar feeding times. We drift using
a drift anchor or bag; this slows us down and
keeps us square so that casting is easier as a

group.

When we have light winds don’t slow you
down too much, the sound of landing baits
and lures over and over again in the same
location will spook fish. Windy conditions
are best 10-20mph. In light winds I almost
always look towards deeper water to find
feeding fish. Light winds will most likely
be during high pressure; shallow fish feel
that and lock up. Head to deeper water

st
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Mr John held this MONSTER BULL RED high after it demolished a topwater
plug while we were fishing a spoil area along the ICW south of Blrd Island. Farah

where there will be some tidal movement
and shade from the sun. The edges of the
ICW are hit right now. I’ve found lots of
trout and big redfish along the spoil islands
along the Intracoastal Canal past Bird Island.
The water will be a little dirtier than that
found over along the shoreline of the King
Ranch. This makes it easier for predators to
catch baitfish, clear water is not always your
friend. That slightly off color also shows the
signs of tidal flow, which means more oxy-
gen and baitfish. Bait fishermen are starting
to narrow their efforts towards only shrimp
and finger mullet, these baits fished along
the edges of flats and deep water have been
the most productive.

Here is a big event coming up! Those giant
redfish will be spawning in the surf during
the next three weeks! Cut mullet, finger
mullet and sardines fished in the second and
third guts will land the largest of redfish of
the year! These are spawning fish, they need
to be released. Not all redfish make baby
redfish, just the big ones. Heavier rods and
pyramid or surf weights are needed; some
of the roughest conditions are when they
are really going off. Bob Hall Pier is going
to be the eat place to catch true giants mid
November during cold fronts.

Chase your soul and good fishing through
the glow of the rising and setting sun. Even a
few casts alongside the ocean will relax your
thoughts. Follow all of our fishing on Face-
book at Joey Farah’s Backwater Fishing!

361-442-8145

- My friénd Manfred celebrated his 88th
birthday with me on the water this week!
Still fishine and enjovine the outdoors!
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Island Real Estate Roundup

Apryl Noles

As we head into the final days of October,
the Padre Island real estate market contin-
ues to show steady activity! It’s been a busy
and productive month, with buyers making
moves and properties successfully closing
across the island.

This week, the detached home sector led
the way, with six homes entering the option
period and four successfully closing. In the
condominium sector, we saw one property
go pending and two enter the option period.
Meanwhile, the townhome sector recorded
one successful closing.

As October comes to an end, it’s encour-
aging to see continued movement across
our island market. With the holiday season
approaching, we’ll be keeping a close eye
on how market activity unfolds heading into
November.

Here, you’ll find this week’s breakdown of
the latest market statistics. Stay tuned for
next week’s update as we continue tracking
the Padre Island real estate market!

Detached Homes In The Option Period:
-13910 N Cabana St (Listed for $1,099,900)
-13521 Port Royal Ct (Listed for $695,000)

-13518 Carlos Fifth Ct (Listed for
$685,000)

Island Moon

_ Sales of detached homes
‘J continue to lead the market

-13613 Port Royal Ct (Listed for $509,000)
-14702 Aquarius St (Listed for $470,000)

-13733 Hawksnest Bay Dr (Listed for
$429,900)

Detached Homes That Sold:

-15342 Cartagena St (Listed for
$1,199,900)

-15942 El Soccorro Loop (Listed for
$585,000)

-13929 Blackbeard Dr (Listed for
$499,000)

-14702 Aquarius St (Listed for $425,000)

Condominium That Is Pending:

-15005 Windward Dr Unit 122 (Listed for
$169,500)

Condominiums In The Option Period:

-15002 Windward Dr Unit 202 (Listed for
$375,000)

-14810 Windward Dr Unit 603 (Listed for
$249,900)

Townhome That Sold:

-14890 Granada Dr Unit 107 (Listed for
$499,999)

Texas Oyster Harvesting Season
Opens Nov. 2

@

_Falton

LT e M e

AUSTIN — The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) is opening several
bays to commercial and recreational oyster
harvest, beginning at12:01 a.m. Monday,
Nov. 2.

To establish which harvest areas will be
open at the beginning of the oyster season
in Texas, TPWD collects samples prior to
the shellfish harvesting season. The factors
evaluated include reaching certain thresh-
olds based on the abundance of legal-sized
oysters (3-inches or greater).

After evaluating pre-season oyster samples,
four of the areas opened met the threshold
and four additional TX areas had relatively
high abundance of market oysters on select
reefs but did not meet the opening threshold

overall due to the presence of reefs with
lower abundance. Harvest areas TX-1 and
TX-5 in Galveston Bay; TX-13, TX-19 and
TX-20 in Matagorda Bay; TX-29, TX-30
and TX-32 in Aransas Bay will be open for
harvest on Nov. 2. TX-33 in Corpus Christi
Bay and TX-34 in the Lower Laguna
Madre were not sampled but will also open
Nov. 2. These areas typically do not have
any commercial oyster harvest. Opening
these TX areas will provide more fishing
opportunities and better distribute the fleet
when the 2026-2027 season begins.

Aransas Bay, Matagorda Bay, Corpus
Christi Bay, and the Lower Laguna Madre
will be open to public harvest beginning
Nov. 2.

Pets | N[

Around cont. from Al

to the Beach Bum Wall of Fame just south
of the channel as a reminder of Beach Bums
past. We miss Andre, he left our island a
better place.

Open canals

With the end of October upon us we await
the removal of the sand dam east of the Don
Patricio Bridge blocking water flow into
Island canals. The board of the Padre Isles
Property Owners Association this week an-
nounced a plan to place water flow restriction
devices at two places in PIPOA canals and
also to delay removal of the sand dam until
devices to measure the speed of flowing
water are in place, a process that is expected
to take about sixty days. All we can say right
now is take a look to the east as you cross
over the Don Patricio and do a site check...

The Don Patricio Bridge
and the Sand Dam

October 29, 2026

Short-Term rentals

The new Short-Term Rental Ordinance is set
to go before the Corpus Christi City Coun-
cil in its November 10 meeting. A draft is
circulating but will likely change by the time
it reaches the council.

STRs are prohibited by language in the cur-
rent STR Ordinance which reads:

Each applicant (for a short-term rental
permit) shall acknowledge that any permit
granted under this article does not supersede
any property-specific restrictions against
short-term rentals that may exist under law,
agreement, lease, covenant or deed restric-
tion.

That comes down to the language in cov-
enants in each of the 29 separate Island
subdivisions that make up the membership
of the PIPOA. That language is available on
the PIPOA website and the board is working
with the association’s attorney to see if it
needs to be tightened up to ward off the kind
of problems with STRs currently going on
along Ocean Drive. To change that language
51% of the property owners in each of the
separate subdivisions must approve the
change and that is going to take some door-
to-door heavy lifting. We will keep readers
abreast of the developments as the new ordi-
nance moves through the system. It is also a
question for Islanders to ask of candidates in
the current council elections.

® That’s all for now everybody, look for the

new website next week and say hello if you
see us Around the Island.

Island Police Blotter

October I-

14200 blk. Allamanda Oct. 26 Assault with
Injury

13800 blk. Gunwale Oct. 26 Burglary of a
Motor Vehicle

14800 blk. Cobo de Bara Oct. 26 Burglary of
a Motor Vehicle

14200 blk. Encantada Oct. 25. Theft from a
building $750-$2500

15100 blk. Leeward Oct. 25 Assault Family
Violence Choking — Lost Consciousness

13500 blk. Peseta Oct. 24 Burglary of a
Motor Vehicle

15100 blk. Leeward Oct. 24 Assault with
Injury

16000 blk. Cuttysark Oct. 20 Assault by
Contact

13300 blk. SPID Oct. 20 Burglary of a
Vehicle

14100 blk. SID Oct. 15 Theft $2500-$30,000

WINHER OF THE STATE OfF TEXAS
SMALL BUSIMESS AWARD

October 26

15000 blk. Dasmarinas Oct. 10 Assault with
Injury

14721 Whitecap Blvd. Oct. 10 Assault with
Injury

14800 blk. Granada Oct. 10 Burglary of a
Motor Vehicle

14800 blk. Dasmarinas Oct. 9 Aggravated
Assault with a Deadly Weapon

14300 blk. SPID Oct. 8 Terroristic Threat

15200 blk. Beach Way Oct. 5 Burglary of a
Vehicle

14300 blk. SPID Oct. 4 Assault

Texas Master Naturalist

E Now is your

chance to apply
|

'-;1'_ % Scan now for more!

www.txmn.org/st

Connect with nature,
volunteer with us!

Naturalist .

South Texas Chapter

Keepin' Dogs on the Beach!

Island Animal Clinic

Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

+ Medicine + Surgery
» Diagnostics « Radiology
« Pharmacy « & More!

Mon - Thur Tam - 4pm
Fri Tam - Noon
Sat and Sun Closed

319 Beach St.

next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134
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Sudoku Island Crossword
Sudoku answers are not Crossword Solution on classifieds page
available.
Play at your own I'iSk! ACFOSS 1 2 3 4 5 3 r 8 9 10 11 12 13
, 1. Vegas calculation T 15
Going Easy On You...
5. "Rabbit food" = -
8 7 9 2 6 3 10. Fox chaser?
20 21
2 8 9 1 14. Advertising catchword .
9 5 15. Gladiators' grounds = = “
4 5 6 2 3 16. Cad -z:' 28
3 9 17. Echoing split gom. 1
8 7 5 6 4 19. Seep out
37 38 39
4 1 20. Turgenev novel "On the
7 2 1 3 o 32 .43 44
6 1 9 8§ 4 7 21. Part of SSE 47 48
22. Echoing drum
Knuckle-Cracker gdru -51 >
24. Speak to the customs S -
7 8 5 officer?
8 5 3 6 26. Military takeover - e
24 27. Aaron's daughter e 65 &%
1 2 28. Competitions 3 B3 5
9 41 2 8|5 7 32. Shearing sound
8 9 34. Klink's clink
Down
319 36. First name among
S 6 7 s ironmen 1. Slew, in slang 23. Expenditure 48. Scented bag
. Transport Miss Daisy, . Easy gait . Yearn (for
5 1 9 37. Gave flowers and candy 2.1 Miss Dai 25.E - 30. ¥ (for)
to e.g. 26. Almond or peach, 52.San __ Channel
: : . It may follow a was . Feed a party partner
813 5 40. Recite rhetoric 4.1 foll h  28. Feed
. Transvaal treks . Defamatory . Newspaper section,
5 1 8 6 4 42 B&B 5T | trek 29. Def 54.N i
. 4 43. Gatherers of the fall fall  ©- Greet the dawn 30. Echoing Baum perhaps
9 6 46. Genesis hame 7. Not right canine 55. They may hold
417 12 47. Floating cobweb 8. Exterminator’s target  31. Brings to court water
2 6 49. Appealed earnestly 9. 500 site 32. Big swallow 6. Cherry placement
2 1 51. Andy's partner 10. "Deceive the eye"  33. Echoing taboo 57. Govt. space
59 Aff | (with "l'oeil") 35. They follow "Roll explorers
328 4 9 - ATHiTm openty ‘'em!" 58. Blessin
55. Echoing dance 11. Tooth part em ' g
1 6|4 58- Green or coffee 12. Greek liqueur 38. It's acted seriously ~ 62."You _itto
Brain-Buster 59' Wharf pest 13. Swarm 41. Coral ridge yourself"
7 60- it has sﬁx sides 18.Partofacentury  44.Located in the 63. Shelley specialty
1 9 3 ' o center
61. Echoing virtuous person
7 8 6 9 r _ 45. Hose nozzle, e.g.
64. It's sometimes struck
1 3 8 65. Prepared to testify
9 7 8 6 66. Twofold
7 9 2 67. Minor flap
6 7 8 4 68. Pavarotti or Domingo
9 4 3 69. Noted Renaissance
8 patron
Notice of Public Hearing Financial Focus
On November 16 at 6:00pm, during the are held accountable for the quality of their Makzng the Most Of Medicare 0p€l’l Enrollment

Island Foundation regularly scheduled financial management practices and that
Board Meeting, we will have a Pub- they improve those practices. The system is
lic Hearing for the purpose of giving an  designed to encourage Texas public schools
overview of the financial accountability to better manage their financial resources in
rating system, known as the CHARTER order to provide the maximum allocation
FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating System  possible for direct instructional purpos-
of Texas). The purpose of FIRST is to en- es. Seashore Charter Schools received a
sure that open-enrollment charter schools rating of A - Superior.

When you turn 65, Medicare becomes a vital part of your health care coverage. But
Medicare isn’t a “set and forget” program.

You have the opportunity — and often the need — to review and adjust your coverage
every year during the annual open enrollment, between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7. Here are
some things to consider:

- Out-of-pocket costs such as monthly premiums, deductibles, copayments and other
expenses that Medicare doesn’t cover: Sometimes a plan with a higher premium saves
money overall because of lower deductibles and copays.

- Prescription drug coverage: Verify that your medications are included.

- Provider access. Make sure your doctors and hospitals are covered by the plan.
S W T T i, i W, T, T

i - Your health care needs for the coming year: Does your potential plan cover the care
snFE f | E“A Hn you expect to need?

i-'_- ----- : Anfi travel plans:‘ Frequent travelers mlght want supplemental coverage for overseas
medical emergencies not covered by Medicare.

M I NI = H r O R A
i C et So, take advantage of Medicare’s annual open enrollment to ensure the coverage you

c A U S E W A Y choose meets your needs.
l:l.lMATE nn HTH“LLE n STnHAEE This content was provided by Edward Jones for use by Bobby Mogford, your Edward

Jones financial advisor at 15201 So. Padre Island Dr. Suite 140 Member SIPC.
STARTING AT $39.00 :
NO LONG LEASE AGREEMENT! FdwardJones

OLIMATE OONTROL Retirement happens whether you're
oM SITE MANAGER 3 H H

OPEN 7 DAYS e 4 ready or not. Being ready is better.
ELEOTROMIO GATE ACONSS Bobby Mogford, AAMS®

VIDED SURVEILLANOE Financial Advisor

HOUZSEHOLD & COMMEROIAL 15201 South Padre Island Drive

MOVING SUFFLIES AVAILABLE Suite 140 "On the Island"

STORAGE IS OUR BIISIHESSI

361-949-9500
OFFICE HOURS: M-F 8:30-6:00 SAT 8:30-5:30 pEssze oA edwardjones.com
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Here’s how to place a
Classified Ad

Services

Services

Services

For Sale

Appliance Repair

To place an ad call:
361-949-7700 or
Email your ads to:
editor@islandmoon.com
No texts please
Costs start at $15 for 25 words
25 cents a word after that
Pictures or art additional $5.00
Small charge for larger ads
Ads with payment can be taken to
our office at:

14646 Compass St., Suite 4
Deadline for classified ads is no
later than NOON on Tuesday
PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED
BEFORE PUBLICATION
We accept:

American Express, Visa,
MasterCard

=N- I-[ouse ﬁ«ppllance

Repair
Most major brands &
appliances

Also offering complete dryer
vent clean outs along with

pool cleaning services
Mention this ad for
discount on repairs
361-960-0911

Hi Tech Plastering, Inc.
Stucco, Eifs Coatings, Patch Jobs
Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete

Repair Wood Replacement, Facia,

etc.
Artisan - Joe Cantu
Phone/Fax 361-814-5605
htplastering@aol.com

Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts

BBQ Cleaning

Al-Anon & AA Meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sunset 7 AA Group
Meets four times per week on
North Padre Island
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
7 pm at Island
Presbyterian Church,
14030 Fortuna Bay Dr.
Sunday 8 am at Padre Balli RV
Park Open Pavilion
15820 Park Rd 22.

(In bad weather, the Sunday
meetings will
be indoors at IPC)

CALL

The B==i

Authorized Technician

Because YOU
don’t want to do

it!

Frank 361-813-1929 cell
361-99-GRILL (994-7455)

Is alcohol causing a problem
in your family?
Try Al-Anon
Al-Anon meets at 7:00 pm
Sundays at Padre Island
Baptist Church

CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com

Artistic Construction
Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc.
Licensed & Insured
Member of Padre Island
Business Association

361-444-4702
Sunniepadreisland@yahoo.com

Roofing Pros!
*Painting *Stucco
*Pergolas *Fences
Custom Home Exteriors
Since 1985!
361-949-2100

Island Resident

Seaside Housekeeping
and Interiors

Reliable quality work since 1996
Insured and Bonded
Available for residential
& move-outs
References available on request
Please call or text Valerie Elliot
361-215-4640

Pool & Spa Service

ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE
Weekly Pool Maintenance — Repairs
Renovations - Chemicals - Supplies

Residential - Commercial
25 Years Experience - Insured
Free Delivery! Free Estimates!

Island Resident Owned

Call 361-949-8399

Wade In The Water Pool Services
Cleaning * Repairs * Remodels
Hot Tubs * Warranty Station
Don't go OTB for pool & spa
chemicals!
15715 SPID #101
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
FREE WATER TESTING
Locally owned and operated since 2010

Call 361-658-8581

Mausoleum Crypt for two at Mem-
ory Gardens Cemetery, Corpus
Christi, TX. Crypt is eye level, Bldg.
2,5ec 2B, Crypt 21D, Level 2.
Valued at over $9000, will sell for
$7350. We will pay closing cost.
Cash or certified check only.
Call 512 483-4373 or email:
rcadrbe@aol.com.

Outdoor Services

Lawn & Tree Trimming

COMMERCIAL CUTTERS
Tree Trimming & Stump
Grinding Services
Fully Insured - Free Estimates
361-446-3980

OUTDOOR GEAR FOR SALE
MINNKOTA Riptide 80/24 Volts,
PENN 9/0 Reel, Roller Rods 80 Ib,
Crab trap, 20 ft Sportsman Shrimp
net new. 3 bank on board charger,
Bowtech Insanity CPXL, 9 ft Maya
surfboard By Tuttle, Sunny Health
Recumbent Bike, Black electric re-

cliner. Call for prices 830-765-4325

Dr. Lauren Jensen

Optometrist O

» EYE EXAMS
» GLASSES
« SUNGLASSES

Thuron Home improvement
services
Appliances - fixtures exchange
Drywall repair and painting
Doors , windows, or cabinet repair-
ing
Electrical or plumbing problem
Assembling new things and much
more
Please contact us at 512-779-7494
Seniors - single mom's savings
available

Taland Family

« CONTACT LENSES

URGENT EYE CARE
DIABETIC EYE EXAMS
PEDIATRIC EYE CARE

P ’
a\k:/. (361) 529-7570

.
\?) 14650 Compass, Ste 2

Your one-stop shop for eyecare on the island!

Marine Masters
Mobile Marine Service
We've been providing

quality marine repairs at
your place since 2001,

Operator Owner
[on Revnaolds

Island Moon Live

Certified Technicians
« Tamaha « Honda
o Suzuki  « Mercury
« Evinrude « Mariner
« Johnson  « Volvo

361-949-7570  361-728-1745

marinemasters@hotmail.com

MEWS=TALK « SPORTS

Tides of the Week

Our Thursday radio show is on 1440
KEYS and 98.7 fm as well as streamed live
on YouTube and Facebook! We record the
show on Thursdays live from 11 am to I pm.
We have an enormous amount of different
friends and guests, telling stories about how
the Island used to be, and where we are
heading. All of the videos are free to watch,
and can be found on YouTube at Island
Moon Live via this OR Code.

Live Streams

Crossword Solution
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Three Chords and the Truth

Chrysler that seats about 20 - and turn

the Sip Yard into a Love Shack for the
evening. For the uninitiated the B52s and
Mock Lobster are a mash up of 1970s and
80s new wave with a little bit of Rocky
Horror Picture Show thrown in just for
fun. So spray your hair up in a beehive,

| thrown some glitter on your tail feathers
and head over the Sip Yard for a night of
over the top music and fun.

By Ronnie Narmour
ronnienarmour@ gmail.com

A sure sign that the Winter Texans are
returning to Port Aransas for the season are
the new and improved designs of beltsand-
ers at the races at The Gaff. The racers
from up north return each autumn with the
new designs they have woodshedded over

| the summer and kick things up a notch
every other Saturday when the beltsanders
run. If you plan on heading that way for a
race get there early because the place fills
up.

A second sign of the Winter Texans return
is the regular Wednesday night residen-

cy of the PA Rockers at Bernies’ Beach
House which will start to ramp up in early
November and hit its crescendo after the
Thanksgiving holiday. The PA Rockers
might be doing a little make-over after their
band leader, Colorado Bob Reed, passed
away this year. The Return of the Rockers
marks a change of the seasons as much as
the cooler temperatures of late.

Joe ng Carrrasco Wlth the K Clly
Rockers in Poltava, Ukraine

The music scene is dominated by All
Hallows Eve this week with the return of
Port Aransas favorite by way of Ukraine
Tex-Mex Joe King Carrasco who will be
playing Shorty’s on Halloween Night. This
year’s holiday hits on Saturday night and
expect a big night with Joe King recently
returned from the war zone in Ukraine
where he and his crew have been working
to rescue stranded dogs and get as many
Ukrainian families to safety as they can.

For the past two years Joe and wife Nicole
and friends have been raising money to buy
used cars across Europe and driving them to
Ukraine where they can be used as ambu-
lances near the front lines where marked
rescue vehicles fall prey to hostel missiles
and drones. In an interview on the Island
Moon Live Radio Show on his last visit

to town Joe King said the cars turned into
ambulances have a life span of about forty
days before they are identified as rescue
vehicles and are targeted and have to be
replaced. One tip from Joe King if you are
planning a trip to the Ukraine — don’t fasten
your seatbelt in case you are targeted by a
drone and have to bail out in a hurry.

ﬂze PA Rockers playing at Berme 5.

Also Coming this weekend...

Joe King has been playing shows all over
the Ukraine in basements and under camou-
flage netting sometimes to crowds of mostly
female audiences — behind the front — and
mostly male audiences near the frontlines.

Joe King and The Crowns are part of the
Austin landscape all the way back to the
1970s and are now based in Llano when
they are not in Europe. A Joe King ap-
pearance has been a regular thing on the
Port Aransas musical landscape for over a
decade. Before Hurricane Harvey arrived he
and the band played New Year’s each year
at the old Giggity’s and before that the now
lamented Back Port Bar.

Jim Dugan

Also around Port Aransas this weekend is
the 20" Annual Halloween Party at Bernies
and the Halloween Dress Up Part at The
Gaff with Jim Dugan and then on Sunday
Brad Ethridge will do his weekly Sunday
show.

Also on Sunday the monthly Sip & Shuck
Tour on the Scarlet Lady will launch with
the first-of its kind oyster boat tour of local
oyster bed with Prosecco, fresh oysters,
paired with curated Sauvignon Blanc from
Chris Hamilton and a background on oys-
ter farming in the area. The tour launches 1
pm at 440 W. Cotter Ave. and runs through
3 pm.

He and Nicole and a group of road weary
musicians that always includes his bass
player Chuggy will light it up at Port Aran-
sas’ Oldest and Friendliest along with an
opening show.

It’s going to be a Big Halloween Weekend
| in Port A so don’t you dare miss it!

773 And, that’s the truth 35

T he Huser Bros played Zhe famous Plg
Party.at Shorty's recently

Scattered shots...

Down the street from Shorty’s over at the
Sip Yard Cruise Control will be on hand
for the Saturday night fun. On Friday the
B52s tribute band Mock Lobster will ride
in to town in their car as big as a whale — a

Brad Ethridge
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BELT SANDER RACES
EVERY 2ND & 4TH SATURDAY

THE

CoLD BEER

Island Moon

In 202r2.Jim Dugaﬁ played the Gdﬁ" and Ronnie was oding down the‘fort.
Photo by Mark Wysoki

@‘: E VA U

%‘f:ii'{'

Thursday,
October 29 Tuesday:,
Treaty Oak Revival, November 3

Wm Clark Green @ Brad Etheridge @

BELTSANDER RACES EVERY 2ND & 4TH SAT

Concrete Street OPEN MIC EVERY WED WITHBRADE. AN
Johnson All Starz @ Ruben Limas @
Shorty’s ;ggi:g?’%? Sodlad Blackbeards on the
Jim Dugan
Brewstegr Isgnd _— peach
BRAD ETHRIDGE

Wednesday,
Friday, October 30 November 4
Boo & Poo @ Gaff Open Jam @ Gaff
Boone Holding @ Billy Snipes @ Doc’s
Shorty’s
Mock Lobster- Thursday,

B52’s Trib @ Sip
Yard

Bl @RI JOHN ELIJAH BAND EVERY MONDAY
LNICACCIVADI@EIE JOHNSON ALL STARZ EVERY THURS
Brewster Island JIM DUGAN & TY DIETZ EVERY SUN

November 5
Johnson All Starz @
Shorty’s

Brad Brown @
Blackbeard’s on the

Meza (@ Brewster Beach

ST JOE KING CARRASCO _

Eli Howard & Friday, November 6

ST IOl A LACIOS BROS WOODEN BOAT

Brewster Downtown petkiersaralcrl AR FEST PA

Lucky Dogz @

Fulton’s Irish Pub Saturday,
November 7

HALLOWEEN, WOODEN BOAT

October 31 FEST PA

JOE KING Trea’sure ISland Left Right Left @

CARRASCO @ [N @3 AHATV/ AN (oo3 Jj | Shorty’s

Shorty’s Gimme Gimme

Cruise Control @ FOUR SEPARATE CLUBS: Disco @ House of

Sip Yard LIVE MUSIC VENUE e

Diamond’s Edge @ -PLEASURE DANCE CLUB

Pelican -HIGH END WHISKEY LOUNGE Sunday, November 8

Billy Snipes @ Bier |[:1E1E0 [0 (WRILI6LYR@IHIL GBI PINK FLAMINGO

Hauis PA PUB CRAWL @

Creepy Crawlers @ Red’s

Dorados FARLEY WOODEN

Emerald Unplugged BOAT FEST @ City

@ Brewster Marina

Southside &PW PORT ARANSAS

Nathan Allen @ FARMER’S

gl VIARKET

Ryan Bingham @
b Concrete Street
NOV 6 Foe Dugan, Ty Dietz
NOV7 @ Shorty’s

Brewster [sland
Dreaming in Color
@ Surf Club
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409 w ave G cuares 149-4960
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OPEN DAILY AT 11 AM

LIVE MusIC
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HoT PizzA
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Island Moon October 29, 2026

WORKING TOGETHER,

WE GET THINGS DONE?

\Irabajando juntos hacemos las cosas! “é -~

T 0 D D DISTRICT 32

HUNTER,

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Todd Hunter promised to fight for Coastal Bend families and
from cutting taxes and combating the cost of living crisis

to protecting our communities, growing the Coastal Bend
economy, and strengthening schools he has delivered big time.

B HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX RELIEF: Passed a $51B property
tax cut, boosting homestead exemptions and savings for
seniors and disabled Texans.

PROTECTING COASTAL HOMEOWNERS: Passed TWIA
reform and blocked rate hikes to keep windstorm
insurance affordable.

RELIEF FOR COASTAL SCHOOLS: Authored legislation easing
insurance costs for coastal schools to safeguard classroom
funds and teacher pav.

KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE: Banned defunding police
and toughened penalties for human trafficking.

GROWING OUR ECONOMY & SUPPORTING JOBS: Delivered tax
relief for local businesses and Coastal Bend industries to
protect jobs.

STRENGTHENING HEALTHCARE: Expanded rural healthcare
funding and emergency gear while investing in mental
health facilities.

EARLY VOTING OCTOBER 19-30
ELECTION DAY TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

ElectToddHunter.com

Political ad paid for by the Todd Hunter Campaign



