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Inside the Moon

Desalination on The Island!

By Dale Rankin

Quick what season is it? It was win-
ter on Friday, summer on Monday, 
and winter again on Wednesday. We 
know it’s the unofficial end of the 
hurricane season when the white 
pelicans come soaring in over the 
Laguna Madre and this week they 
took up residence in the fresh water 
in the new canals at the Whitecap 
North Padre Island site along with 
ducks and the occasional heron. It’s 
still a mystery what the birds are 
finding to eat in the groundwater 
that fills the canals but they seem to 
like it. 

La Posada

The big news this week is the kick-
off of the La Posada Lighted Boat 
Parade season with the kickoff party 
Thursday night and the parades on 
December 9 and 10. The Friday 
parade will once again be televised 
by KRIS 6 TV and there is plenty of 
area for public viewing for that pa-
rade all along the Intracoastal Water-
way from Doc’s Seafood & Streaks 
to Snoopy’s Pier and Marker 37. For 
those new to The Island this is the 
52 year for the parades which began 
informally when a group of Island-
ers began decorating their boats and 
it has now grown into the largest 
single toy-raising event in the state 
for the Marine Reserve Toys for Tots 
program. The organizers ask that 
those wishing to donate toys remem-
ber that the kids from eight to fifteen 
years old often get overlooked in 
favor of toys for the younger kids 
so keep that in mind if you want to 
donate. Some of the money is also 
used to feed families OTB that need 
some help putting food on the table 
during the holiday season. We will 
have a comprehensive history of La 
Posada in our next issue.

JFK Bridge lane closures

We feature a story this week on the 
closure of two lanes on the JFK 
Bridge as part of the $9 million 
maintenance project which began 
there one year ago this month. In 
the press notice sent out by Texas 
Department of Transportation this 
week is a line which says the work 
and subsequent lane closures will 
be over by December 9. If so, that 
is a much better than the first lane 
reductions which stretched from 
December, 2021 to March of 2022. 
There has been some confusion 
in the reporting OTB due to two 
simultaneous projects happening on 
the JFK Bridge and JFK Causeway, 
just to be clear there has been no an-
nouncement from TxDot or the City 
of Corpus Christi that the causeway 
nor bridge will be completely closed 
to traffic at any time during the work 
as at least one lane in each direction 
will always remain open. 

Winter Texans

Our Winter Texan friends are start-
ing to trickle in from OTB and 
points beyond Sweeney Switch. The 
first round of cold weather up north 
brought the first covey of snow birds 
in OTB and the second wave began 
arriving this week after the holiday. 
By the end of December they will 
be walking the seawall in their short 
pants while we locals wear the only 
pair of pantalones largos we can 
find in our closet. With our weather 
of late it will be chili today and hot 
tamale so dig out your fur lined flip 
flops everybody and say hello if you 
see us Around The Island. 

Friday Send Off 
for Flour Bluff 
Football Team

It’s Time to La Posada!
Kickoff Party Thursday, December 1

Parades Friday, December 9, and Saturday December 10

Damaged Barge on South Packery Jetty 
scheduled for Removal by March

The Flour Bluff Hornet 
football team is headed to San 
Antonio on Friday, Decem-
ber 2, to play the Liberty 
Hill Panthers in a Regional 
Championship game and the 
district is holding a send for 
the team starting at 1:20 p.m. 
The event will start in front 
of Flour Bluff High School 
and continue down Waldron 
Road, then to the Junior High 
School, then to the ECC cam-
pus before heading to SPID. 
The Friday game begins at 7 
p.m. at Dub Farris Stadium on 
North Loop 1604 West. 

The Hornets last week beat 
San Antonio Veterans Memo-
rial 66-42, Liberty Hill beat 
San Antonio Alamo Heights 
37-32. The two teams are 
among eight teams still left in 
the 5A Division II playoffs. 
For the complete playoff 
bracket see Page 3 in this 
edition. 

Where did the sand go?
When the demolition of 
Bob Hall Pier was com-
pleted two months ago the 
wooden bollards seen in 
this photo were under-
ground but recent beach 

No Thanksgiving is complete without a visit 
from Santa and St. Nick made his appearance 
at the Padre Island Yacht Club this week. That 

is St. Nick Colosi in the red suit. 

By Dale Rankin

Efforts to remove the wayward barge 
which has been lodged against the 
outside of the South Packery Jetty 
for almost two months are ongoing 
with current plans calling for its 
removal in mid-March, according to 
a spokesman for the barge’s owner.

As you can see from these photo-
graphs the barge has shifted its posi-
tion on the jetty. The first photograph 
was taken on September 29 and the 

By Dale Rankin

With desalination in the news these days we take 
a look back at a time when the possibility of 
building desalination plants on Padre Island was 
under study. The year was 2004 and the plan was 
to digtest wells on Padre Island to bring up brack-
ish groundwater for use as a water source.

It was called the Padre Island Desalination Plant 
Feasibility Analysis and Siting Plan and the idea 
was to sample ground water by drilling three test 
wells with the possibility of more if needed. The 
drilling took place at the Mustang Island Fire Sta-
tion #16, the Padre Island Pump Station near Villa 
Maria Isabel Drive and Sand Dollar Avenue, and 
near Cape Summer at the west end of Sea Pines 
Drive. The story comes to us through the Island 
Moon’s February, 2004 edition. 

From Paper Street 
to Pavement

Purchase of property on Palmira 
may lead to it completion

Unpaved Palmira Avenue 
looking north from La Tuna 

Drive to Whitecap Boulevard. 

Mary Craft
The section of Palmira Street from 
Whitecap Boulevard to Las Tunas 
Drive, long-planned but never paved 
and completed, may soon offer Is-
landers a new north-south axis from 
Whitecap southward to Encantada 
Avenue. 

Islanders Lori and Moshin Rasheed 
who own the IGA Island Market 
recently purchased a 1.83 acre 
(80'x1,000') tract of land along the 
unpaved portion of Palmira with 
plans to build townhomes. Entrance 
to the planned 42 units will be off 
of Whitecap Boulevard and will 
require paving the portion of Palmira 
Avenue from Whitecap Boulevard 
southward to connect it to the Las 
Tunas Drive/La Palmira intersection.

second was taken this week. 

The barge is owned by Peninsula 
Marine Service based on the Bolivar 
Peninsula which has contracted out 
the salvage operation. Company of-
ficials said this week the most likely 
means of removing the barge will 
be to repair it sufficiently to allow 
it to be filled with air and floated 
from the location. Divers who have 
inspected the barge say it has a long 

gash on the starboard side caused 
by jetty rocks as the barge washed 
through the mouth of the channel 
after breaking free from its moor-
ings inside the channel. Most of 
the jetty rocks which were loaded 
onto the barge have since washed 
off the barge and will have to be 
removed separately, according to 
the company spokesman. The cost 
of removing the barge will be borne 
by the insurance company hired by 
Peninsula Marina Service. 

erosion left them exposed this 
week as sand has been washed 
from the beach. The bollards 
have since been removed for 
safety reasons. 

By Dale Rankin

The 52 annual La Posada 
Season officially gets under-
way on Thursday, December 
1 with the Kickoff Party at 
HardKnocks Sports Bar & 
Grill. 

Thinks get under way at 6 
p.m. with a silent and a live 
auction which includes a four-

wheel drive vehicle, and tickets 
to the Las Vegas Raiders vs. San 
Francisco 49ers on New Year’s 
Day, a scooter, and a kayak. 
Entry is free for those who bring 
an unwrapped toy. Live music 
will be by the band Dreaming 
in Color featuring Debra Scott 
Brown. 

The Friday parade will start at 
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Spoonbill by Sue Thorson Hecker

La Posada cont. from A1

Snoopy’s will be serving oysters on the half 
shell specials of the twelve different varieties 
of oysters that will be on the Pearl’s Oyster 
Bar menu. The specials will also include the 
different ways they will be prepared. The 
specials will start on Friday, December 2nd. 
The Pearl Oyster Bar no longer has an opening 
date because some items needed like heaters 
did not arrive. 

The northeast corner at Whitecap & 
SPID will no longer be a used car lot. There 
is a City Ordinance that you cannot park on a 
vacant lot. The property owner has engaged 
a towing service and signs will be at the site 
warning of the risk involved in parking there 
next week. 

The Animal Hospital of Padre Island will 
have “Pet Pics with Santa” on Saturday, De-
cember 17th 11 am - 2 pm.

Snoopy’s will be serving oysters on the half 
shell specials of the twelve different varieties 
of oysters that will be on the Pearl’s Oyster 
Bar menu. The specials will also include the 
different ways they will be prepared. The 
specials will start on Friday, December 2nd. 
The Pearl Oyster Bar no longer has an opening 
date because some items needed like heaters 
did not arrive. 

The Donut Palace will be relocating to where 
the Survive Fusion & Wellness unit is across 
the street from CVS. The last day at their 
current location will be February 20th. The 
owners will be visiting family in Cambodia 
so the shop will be closed December 18th - 
January 10th. The remodel of the new location 
should take about 2 - 3 months. The owner said 
that he could not renew his lease because there 
is a bait & tackle store moving into his spot. 
Although the rent will be significantly higher 
he says he will just change prices slightly. For 
example, donuts will be $1.10 instead of $1.00.

Snoopy’s will be serving oysters on the half 
shell specials of the twelve different varieties 
of oysters that will be on the Pearl’s Oyster 
Bar menu. The specials will also include the 
different ways they will be prepared. The 
specials will start on Friday, December 2nd. 
The Pearl Oyster Bar no longer has an opening 
date because some items needed like heaters 
did not arrive. 

The northeast corner at Whitecap & 
SPID will no longer be a used car lot. There 
is a City Ordinance that you cannot park on a 
vacant lot. The property owner has engaged 
a towing service and signs will be at the site 
warning of the risk involved in parking there 
next week. 

The Animal Hospital of Padre Island will 
have “Pet Pics with Santa” on Saturday, De-
cember 17th 11 am - 2 pm.
 

The La Posada Kick-off Party will be held 
Thursday, December 1st 6 pm at Hardknocks. 
There will be a live and silent auction and 
the Dreaming in Color Band will entertain. 
The event benefits Toys for Tots so bring an 
unwrapped toy.

Bearfoot Gift Baskets & Floral Deigns cre-
ates unique baskets and floral arrangements. 
Islander Jodi Guarino does many closings and 
first home gifts for realtors’ clients but she also 
makes gifts for any occasion. Call or text Jodi 
at 356-0893 and she can design according to 
any theme you would like.

The Padre Island Home Tour will be held 
on Sunday December 4th 1 - 5 pm. There will 
be eight homes decorated for the holidays 
some with goodies. Tickets are $25 and your 
ticket puts you in a raffle for $250. The event 
is sponsored by the Padre Island Enrichment 
Club and proceeds go to the PIE scholarship 
program for area students. 

Random Stuff

GoodRx is a free program that gives you 
discounts on prescription medications which 
certainly helps if you do not have insurance. 
Simply go to their web site and enter your 
medication to get a discount coupon. It is 
accepted at most pharmacies including CVS. 
If you have insurance, you still may want to 
use their discount because at times the price 
is better than what you would pay with insur-
ance.

Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company is 
also a source for low cost prescription drugs.
When you recycle plastic bottles take off 
the caps. Only keep them on if it says so on 
the cap.

Qatar where the FIFA World Cup Soccer 
is being played is the richest country in the 
world. It has a population of about 3 mil-
lion but 2.2 million are migrant workers. 
The laborers pay is about $300/month. Qatar 
received the bid to host the world cup in 2010 
and since then has built 7 stadiums, an airport, 
expressways, about 100 hotels and created 
the city of Lusail. The country gained its inde-
pendence in 1971 and is the size of Connecti-
cut (100 miles by 50 miles.).

The Rasheeds are selling the old country 
store which is the blue building between An-
gry Marlin and SLC Middle School Academy. 
It has a new roof, sewer line connected to the 
city line, remodeled interior and drive thru 
window. The property is .68 acres. One of 
the prospective buyers would like to open a 
diner there. If interested, call Mohsin Rasheed 
at  832-922-7951.

The Food Mart site at the corner of Waldron 
and frontage road has sold and will become a 
used car lot.

The Flour Bluff Hornets Football team will 
play Liberty Hill Panthers in the Regional 
Final on Friday, December 2nd 7 pm at Dub 
Farris Athletic Complex in San Antonio. You 
can watch the game on Flour Bluff Sports 
Information YouTube Channel.
 

The next ISAC (Island Strategic Action 
Committee) meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 6th 5:30 pm at the Padre Island 
Baptist Church. All are welcome.

The Annual Golf Cart Santa  Caravan will 
be on Sunday, December 4th with a south 
route and north route. The south one will 
begin at the Seashore Learning Center parking 
lot at 5 pm. They will toss candy to children 
along the way and just ask for an unwrapped 
toy. It will be led by a fire truck blasting a 
siren so you can hear them coming. The north 
route begins at the Mazoch Christmas Home 
on Whitecap and goes down Aquarius to the 
homes on the north end of the Island. 

The 2nd Annual Santa’s Beach Party will 
be held at Surepoint Medical Center parking 
lot on Sunday, December 4th 2 - 5 pm. There 
will be a bounce house, picture with Santa, 
face painting, hot dogs, peppermint cocoa and 
more. The Beach 96.5 will be broadcasting 
there during the event. 

Padre Island Holiday Market will be held on 
Sunday, December 4th 1 - 5 pm at the Island 
Presbyterian Church. There will be photo 
opportunities with Santa or the Grinch and 
printouts for sale.  

Padre Plaza Shopping Center will be open-
ing next to the old Country Store (blue build-
ing) on SPID by the end of 2023. Developer 
Mohsin Rasheed is meeting with potential 
tenants. 

the JFK Causeway and will move through the 
north end of the Island canal system. It will be 
televised live on KRIS 6 TV with broadcasters 
Pat Simon and Taylor Alanis going live along 
the Laguna Madre and Meteorologist Stefanie 
Lauber live from the Wilson’s party on Jack-
fish. The Marines will be at the Jackfish boat 
ramp collecting toys. Hardknocks Sports Bar 
& Grill will host a watch party from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. on all TV screens for those that do 
not want to attend the Friday parade live. La 
Posada will have toy boxes at Doc's Seafood 
& Steaks, Marker 37 and Snoopy's Pearl Oys-
ter Bar and the Marines will be there in full 
uniform for toy collection and photos. 

If you are thinking of decorating your boat for 
the parades but need some help in getting it 
done mark your calendar for 10 a.m. Saturday, 
December 3 at the Padre Island Yacht Club. 
Uniform Marines will be on hand along with 
Island volunteers to help Islanders get their 
lights and decorations mounted on your boat. 
There will also be some technical elves on 
hand to help get stubborn generators up and 
running. A crew from KRIS 6 TV will be on 
hand for the occasion. 

There will be seven collector boats in the 
parades which will be signified with amber-
colored lights and those wishing to donate can 
signal to them with a flashlight. 

Last day to register your boat 

The last day to register a boat for the La 
Posada parades is Saturday, December 3. Get-
ting your boat registered for the parade is a 
simple –one-stop process. Registration forms 
are available on The Island at Ace Hardware, 
IGA Island Market, and Hardknocks Sports 
Bar & Grill. Simply walk in and fill out the 
form and file it there 

Or to register by email contact Bob Corbett, 
the 2022 Boat Parade Captain, at bob.cor-
bett895@gmail.com and he will send you the 
forms which can be filed out and submitted. 
You can also get the forms at the event website 
at laposadafoundation.org. There is no fee to 
enter. There will be a captains meeting at 6 
p.m., Monday, December 5, at the Padre Island 
Yacht Club.  

For parade routes and a boat entry form see 
Page 4 in this issue of the Island Moon.
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Pier cont. from A1

2022 Class 5A Division II Football Playoffs
Bi-District Area Reg. Semis Reg. Finals State Semis State Championship State Semis Reg. Finals Reg. Semis Area Bi-District

Nov. 10-12 Nov. 17-19 Nov. 24-26 Dec. 1-3 Dec. 8-10 Dec. 16, 2022 Dec. 8-10 Dec. 1-3 Nov. 24-26 Nov. 17-19 Nov. 10-12

1A Canutillo FB Marshall 9A
Canutillo FB Marshall

2D Amarillo Palo Duro 28-0 56-0 Huntsville 10D
Canutillo FB Marshall

4B FW Arlington Hts. 21-14 49-7 Aus. McCallum 12B
FW Arlington Hts. Waco University

3C Fris. Independence 40-21 31-24 Waco University 11C
Abilene Wylie FB Marshall

2A Abilene Wylie 21-18 55-18 Montg. Lake Creek 10A
Abilene Wylie Lake Creek

1D El Paso 54-14 25-7 Texas City 9D
Abilene Wylie Lake Creek

3B Frisco Emerson 50-40 78-19 Leander Rouse 11B
Colley. Heritage Leander Rouse

4C Colley. Heritage 35-14

REGION I REGION III

48-14 Austin Crockett 12C

3A Argyle Belton 11A
Argyle Belton

4D FW Wyatt 63-0 56-0 Austin Northeast 12D
Argyle Brenham

2B WF Rider 7-0 31-10 Brenham 10B
WF Rider Brenham

1C EP Chapin 48-7 42-28 Dayton 9C
Argyle Pt. Neches-Groves

4A Grapevine 44-27 38-28 Austin LBJ 12A
Grapevine Austin LBJ

3D Lake Dallas 31-14 69-0 Elgin 11D
Grapevine Pt. Neches-Groves

1B EP Andress 38-21 24-19 Pt. Neches-Groves 9B
Abilene Cooper

STATE CHAMPION
Pt. Neches-Groves

2C Abilene Cooper 49-20 Montgomery 10C

5A Midlo. Heritage Liberty Hill 13A
Midlo. Heritage Liberty Hill

6D Dallas Kimball 42-14 63-17 SA Highlands 14D
Midlo. Heritage Liberty Hill

8B Marshall 45-37 63-14 Sharyland Pioneer 16B
Crandall Mercedes

7C Crandall 48-47 37-27 Mercedes 15C
South Oak Cliff Liberty Hil

6A South Oak Cliff 33-27 (OT) 37-32 Alamo Heights 14A
South Oak Cliff Alamo Heights

5D Mansfield Summit 12-7 64-27 Kerrville Tivy 13D
South Oak Cliff Alamo Heights

7B Lovejoy 42-37 31-8 Gregory-Portland 15B
Lovejoy Gregory-Portland

8C Whitehouse 38-34

REGION II REGION IV

64-6 Mission Vets 16C

7A Melissa CC Flour Bluff 15A
Melissa CC Flour Bluff

8D Hallsville 57-20 56-21 Roma 16D
Melilssa CC Flour Bluff

6B Dallas Wilson 42-38 49-42 SA Burbank 14B
Ennis Lockhart

5C Ennis 55-23 62-7 Lockhart 13C
Melissa CC Flour Bluff

8A Texas High 42-21 66-42 Sharyland 16A
Terrell Sharyland

7D Terrell 28-21 (OT) 32-7 Edcouch-Elsa 15D
Terrell SA Veterans Mem.

5B Everman 49-16 35-23 SA Veterans Mem. 13B
Everman SA Veterans Mem.

6C Seagoville 51-7 38-7 SA Harlandale 14C

Eight Wonders of Port Aransas…

My family visited Port Aransas the week of 
Thanksgiving. We are a large, active bunch so I 
planned an Amazing Race adventure based on 
the Eight Wonders of Port Aransas. My family 
had a blast running this race and visiting the 
various sites. The Port Aransas Preservation 
and Historical Association was very helpful in 
planning the event. They answered my emails 
and phone calls with questions about what I 
read online. And, they arranged several special 
opportunities for us. I really appreciate how 
helpful Ashley Harris and Cliff Strain were and 
want to publicly acknowledge them. They are 
an asset to your community!!  Frank Coletta 
and the volunteers at Farley Boat Works were 
amazing too! They were friendly, engaging, 
and patient. It was a cold, rainy week but we 
had a great time on your island with the help of 
the people mentioned above. Thank you! 
 
Karla Rojas 
Dallas, TX

City Reminds Residents and Businesses that 
Performing Animals Require Permits

Permits Can Be Obtained at Corpus Christi Animal Care Services 
November 22, 2022

Corpus Christi Animal Care Services (CCACS) wants to remind residents and business owners or 
operators featuring animals in any performing act that they must have a City-issued permit to do 

so.
What does this mean? Any person or business must have a permit to allow a performing animal 

exhibition, pet shop, rodeo, stable, circus, kennel, grooming shop, or boarding facility at an event 
occurring within Corpus Christi city limits.

Persons or organizations seeking a permit should apply to CCACS at least 20 days before any 
event, such as a circus, rodeo, show, animal ride, etc. The permit will be valid for the duration of 
the event only.  Separate permits must be granted for each event or activity. (CCACS) wants to 
remind residents and business owners or operators featuring animals in any performing act that 

they must have a City-issued permit to do so.
What does this mean? Any person or business must have a permit to allow a performing animal 

exhibition, pet shop, rodeo, stable, circus, kennel, grooming shop, or boarding facility at an event 
occurring within Corpus Christi city limits.

Persons or organizations seeking a permit should apply to CCACS at least 20 days before any 
event, such as a circus, rodeo, show, animal ride, etc. The permit will be valid for the duration of 

the event only.  Separate permits must be granted for each event or activity.

Hi Dale, 

As far as I know this is at least the third time 
in the past years that a leaning or fallen pole 
on the Causeway had caused traffic problems.
I'll ask the same question I heard before. Why 
can't all utility services on these poles be put 
into pipes and run alongside or under the 
bridge?

Richard Beekman	

RILEY P DOG PARK
I would like to thank Dale Rankin and Jan 
Park for their efforts in pursuing a Dog Park 
on the Island since 2014. I have asked them 
if I could form a Committee to help maintain, 
manage & see that the Park stay secure. If any-
one is interested in helping please email me at 
jminervini4@gmail.com and I will insure we 
meet soon so that we can open and keep open 
our Riley P Dog Park.
Joe Minervini

City to Hold Runoff Election 
on December 13

Early Voting from December 5 through December 9 
Island residents not eligible to vote

The City of Corpus Christi will hold runoff elections in three districts on December 13. None of 
the candidates received a majority vote in the Council Member District 1, 2, and 3 races. Per the 
City Charter, the candidates receiving the highest and second highest number of votes will enter 
a runoff election. Registered voters in Districts 1, 2, and 3 will be able to cast their Early Voting 
and Election Day ballots at the following locations in Corpus Christi during the designated dates 
and times.
Residents in District 4 including Padre Island and Flour Bluff will not be allowed to vote. 

The last day to apply for a ballot by mail is Friday, December 2.  For information on how to 
apply, call the Nueces County Clerk’s Office at 361-888 0865.

Things To Do In December
Holly Days at the South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center weekends thru Dec 17 (Santa, lights, hayrides, and MORE) 
Friday night is ArtWalk & Mayor's Merriest Decor Contest so don't miss that opportunity to enjoy vendors, music, food trucks, festive cocktails at 
your favorite bar, affordable art, photo ops, and lots of lights, and decorations 
12/3 Illuminated Boat Parade downtown 5:30-7:30pm

12/4 Padre Island Market- Holiday Market at the Island Presbyterian Church 1-5pm

12/4 La Posada & Nueces ESD2 Toys for Tots Santa Caravan! and Island Holiday Golf Cart Parade starts at 4:30 at Seashore Elementary 

12/4 PIE Padre Island Enrichment Club Home Holiday Tour every Sunday for Shopping on Peppermint Lane Holiday Market downtown 
12/9 Friday La Posada Lighted Boat Parade watch from Marker 37 and Snoopy's or along the canals

Free Christmas Tree Forest Family Fun Day Dec 10 at the Art Museum of South Texas, but you have from now until December 14 to enjoy the 
decorated storybook Christmas tree display

12/17 Market In The Park/ Dec. for a last chance at some local shopping

12/17 Free Holiday by the Bay Winter Wonderland at American Bank Center with skating, Santa, kids activities, food trucks, and music.

Debbie Noble

The City of Corpus Christi’s Gulf Beaches, 
Natural Resources and Aquatics Superinten-
dent Darren Gurley told the Island Strategic 
Action Committee this month that the beach 
has eroded by twenty feet since the tidal surge 
from Hurricane Ian swept across area beaches 
in late September. 
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Friday Parade Route

Saturday Parade Route

Toys For Tots 
November 28, 2022

With the holidays in full swing, it’s the perfect time for the residents of the Coastal Bend to join 
together to assist those less fortunate. In the spirit of the holidays, I wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to bring attention to certain efforts in our area that will benefit many families this holiday 
season.

Toys for Tots is a nationwide campaign and has very strong roots and participation in Corpus 
Christi, Port Aransas, Rockport-Fulton, and the Coastal Bend area. The initiative began in 1947, 
when Marine Major Bill Hendricks collected and donated 5,000 toys to children in their city. 
The campaign was so successful that Marine Reserve Units around the country began collecting 
and donating toys, under the shared objective to “bring the joy of Christmas to America’s needy 
children.” Since its inception in 1947, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program has 
distributed over 452 million toys to more than 209 million needy children across the country. 
Events are held around the area to promote the Toys for Tots holiday drive effort from the public, 
along with Marines from the local Naval Air Station who collect donations. With a great military 
base, strong charity presence and generous-minded people and industry, District 32 is a great 
place for Toys for Tots to contribute to the children of our area. If you would like to learn more 
or get additional info, please visit their website at: https://corpus-christi-tx.toysfortots.org/local-
coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.aspx

 In addition to this great organization, there are many other charitable events in the area occur-
ring this holiday season. To find volunteer opportunities, you can look at Feeding Texas’s website 
https://www.feedingtexas.org/get-help/.  As we prepare for the holiday season, let’s join together 
in helping the community and bettering the lives of those around us.

 If you have questions regarding any of the information mentioned in this week's article, please 
do not hesitate to call my Capitol or District Office.  Please always feel free to contact my office 
if you have any questions or issues regarding a Texas state agency, or if you would like to contact 
my office regarding constituent services. As always, my offices are available at any time to assist 
with questions, concerns or comments (Capitol Office, 512-463-0672; District Office, 361-949-
4603). 

                                                         - State Representative Todd Hunter, District 32

Rep. Hunter represents Aransas County and part of Nueces County.  He can be contacted at todd.
hunter@house.texas.gov or at 512-463-0672. 

 

 

Schedule for 2022 La Posada Events 
 

Thursday     December 1st  6:00 PM Silent Auction  Hard Knocks Bar & Grill 

   7:30 PM Live Auction  Hard Knocks Bar & Grill 

 

Saturday      December 3 10:00AM Boat Decorating Padre Island Yacht Club 

 

Sunday         December 4  5:00 PM Land Parade  Briscoe Pavilion 

 

Friday           December 9  7:00 PM Boat Parade  Packery Channel 

 

Saturday      December 10  6:00 PM Boat Parade  Caravel Boat Ramp 

 

Sunday         December 11  8:30 AM Breakfast for Marines & Load Toys – PIYC 

 

Monday       December 12  6:00 PM Awards Presentation    PIYC 

History from A1

The idea was to take advantage of the brack-
ish water that is only a few feet below the 
surface near the beach and to drill further 
inland toward the Laguna Madre to determine 
which, if any location made sense for mov-
ing forward with the plan. The overall plan 
was called the Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
(ASR) plan and it called for contractors to drill 
holes six inches wide and 850 feet deep with 
soil and rock samples collected and logged 
to track the movement of subsurface water. 
The drilling took a month and each of the test 
holes was then sealed while study of the drill 
samples was underway to determine whether to 
build two desalination plants on Padre Island, 
one near the Whitecap Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and another near the #16 Fire Station on 
Mustang Island.

To say the report was a dense read – a little 
thin on plot – requires only a reading of this 
summary paragraph:

Combining desalination of brackish groundwa-
ter with ASR storage of treated drinking water, 
both utilizing brackish, confined sand aquifers 
and clay confining layers at depths of less than 
250 m. The combination of these two technolo-
gies, referred to as “DASR,” is a cost-effective 
water management approach that enables 
efficient, base load operation of desalting 
facilities at steady rates while meeting peak 
demands with water stored in ASR wells. The 
initial target yield of demonstration DASR fa-
cilities is 20 MUD peaking capacity, to be met 
with 4 MUD of desalination, 8 Ml/D ofASR 
capacity, and about 8 MUD of imported water 
supply from a pipeline to the mainland. In sub-
sequent phases, capacity would be expanded to 
meet increasing demands. The project involves 
providing both brackish water supply and ASR 
well capacity using horizontal directional drill-
ing (HDD) technology, in addition to vertical 
wells, since available site location opportuni-
ties are quite limited.

The Report

On August 30, 2010 a final 143 page report 
entitled Feasibility and Pilot Study was issued 

by the Texas Water Development Board as part 
of a wider study that included the Rio Grande 
Valley concentrating along the Laguna Madre.

The study cost $3 million and found the initial 
cost of infrastructure to use brackish ground-
water would be $13 million but that figure 
would only produce enough fresh water for 
evaluating the concept, it would not produce 
nearly enough water to be the sole source for 
Padre Island or even to be a cost-effective ad-
dition to surface water.  

After three years of work to study the use of 
wells to pump out groundwater for desalina-
tion use the report simply said “After exhaust-
ing that possibility, the only remaining alterna-
tive was to evaluate the use of an open intake 
in the Gulf of Mexico” and concluded that 
“development of a seawater desalination plant 
was technically feasible,” which was hardly 
a revelation since desalination was already 
proven technology at the time. 

The report went on to say, “The major draw-
back to seawater desalination is the capital and 
operational costs.”  It found that the electri-
cal and chemical cost of converting brackish 
groundwater to potable water was .94 cents 
per 1000 gallons which was still cheaper than 
converting water from the Gulf of Mexico at 
a cost of $1.348 per 1000 gallons but more 
expensive than harvesting surface water at .30 
cents per 1000 gallons.

There was also the issue of water supply as 
it was determined that as the vacant areas of 
Padre Island, such as Cape Summer which 
still is vacant, filled in the ground wells simply 
couldn’t refurbish their water supply fast 
enough to meet the growing demand and that 
was the end of the idea of using groundwater 
for desalination on Padre Island. 

As the Water Wonks are fond of saying, when 
God made Texas he made enough land for 
everybody but only enough water to fight over. 

And the rest as they say is history. 
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Stuff I Heard on the Island
By Dale Rankin

Every election is an inflection point that 
changes something in the way public business 
is done. They amplify the common themes 
that cut across local governmental entities and 
the challenge that we have seen in the election 
cycle just ended does indeed have a common 
theme; from the City of Corpus Christi, to 
Nueces County, to the Flour Bluff school dis-
trict, to Emergency Services District #2 (ESD 
#2) the common theme is that they all want 
to take more money from the private sector 
and transfer it into the public sector and two 
of them were successful in that so while two 
others were not. But what is clear is that voters 
both on Padre Island and in Flour Bluff sent a 
clear message that they are not happy with the 
performance of their publicly elected officials 
and when given the chance to vote on increases 
in taxes they decisively voted against them first 
with the ESD #2 and more recently at the Flour 
Bluff ISD where the only two board members 
who had opposition were voted out. Let’s take 
them one at a time.  

ESD #2

For those unfamiliar with the Nueces County 
Emergency District #2 it is a holdover from 
the days before Flour Bluff was annexed into 
the City of Corpus Christi four decades ago. 
In most areas of Texas similar districts were 
dissolved and/or integrated into the city service 
when an area was annexed. But in a few cases 
such as ESD #2 they received the ability to 
levy property taxes and remain in operation. 

In the November, 2021 election ESD #2 put 
an increase from three cents per one hundred 
dollar valuation to a rate of four and one-half 
cents per one hundred dollar valuation on the 
ballot; a 50% tax hike with the stated need for 
the additional revenue being the loss of person-
nel to Corpus Christi Fire Department due to 
its better pay and benefits package. The 2020 
budget for the district shows Property Tax Rev-
enue of $1,079,348, and $1,165,146 Operating 
Expenses with $704,088 of that for Personnel 
Costs and cost per call of $2696. That same 
year showed $3.7 billion in taxable value in the 
district with about 70% of that coming from 
Padre Island. 

A 50% tax hike is a big ask and the stated 
reason for needing more money for personnel 
in order to match CCFD carried a big red flag 
for voters as evidenced in the vote. CCFD has 
collective bargaining and gets regular Cost 
of Living and benefit increases so match-
ing the ESD #2 pay and benefits to those of 
CCFD would be a de facto grant of collective 
bargaining to ESD #2. In what is normally a 
low turnout election with only constitutional 
amendments on the ballot 1829 voters from 
Padre Island and Flour Bluff turned out and 
sent a decisive message with a vote of 1261 
against the increase and 568 in favor – a 69% 
to 31% mandate to hold the line on spending 
as five of six voting precincts in the districted 
voted no. 

Since that time the City of Corpus Christi 
has offered to absorb the employees at ESD 
#2 into CCFD, an offer that was refused in 
writing by the district and now with three of 
the five seats on the ESD #2 board coming up 
for appointment when the new Nueces County 
Commissioners Courts is sworn in Precinct 4 
County Commissioner Brent Chesney has a 
clear choice to make by reappointing three of 
the same board members who voted to put the 
50% tax hike on the ballot or appoint three new 
members who have already put in applications. 
An inflection point if ever there was one.

Flour Bluff ISD

But if the ESD #2 vote was a message from 
taxpayers it was one the Flour Bluff ISD Board 
of Directors did not hear. This November they 
put a property tax increase of $4.2 million 
in local revenue over the current number of 
$41,399,411 on the ballot with again about 
70% of that coming from Padre Island, and the 
vote was again decisive with a vote of 65% 
against and 35% in favor - almost the same 
numbers as the proposed tax hike for ESD #2 
a year before. The difference being that this 
time the tax hike failed in every single voting 
precinct in the school district on Padre Island 
and in Flour Bluff. It’s starting to smell like an 
anti-tax pattern here. 

Not only did voters hand down a no-new-
tax mandate they also cast what can best be 
described as a vote of no confidence in the old 
board by voting out the only two members of 
the board who had opponents by decisive mar-
gins of 60% in one race and 57% in another in 

favor of the challengers. The incumbent board 
members failed to win a single precinct on 

By Dotson Lewis 

Senior Moments

Dotson’s Note: As I wrote last week, “I thought 
perhaps a few of you Moon Monkeys have never 
heard of this branch of the United States Army. 
This is something new or a stroll down memory 
lane. Which, is up to you.” Thanks to by old 
friend Tommy Thompson, who served one hitch 
in the Coast Artillery before transferring to the 
Ordnance Corps, and to Wikipedia for the facts 
contained in this report and to the United States 
Army Signal Corps for the photos.  
 

World War II Norway 

 
 

Above, One of the three 28 cm main battery 
guns at Oscarsborg Fortress Norway. During 
the Battle of Drøbak Sound in April 1940, 
the German navy lost the new heavy cruis-
er Blücher, one of their most modern ships, 
to a combination of fire from various coastal 
artillery emplacements, including two obsolete 
German-made Krupp 280 mm (11 inch) guns 
and equally obsolete Whitehead torpedoes. 
The Blücher had entered the narrow waters 
of the Oslofjord, carrying 1,000 soldiers and 
leading a German invasion fleet. The first salvo 
from the Norwegian defenders, fired from Os-
carsborg Fortress about 1 mile (1,600 meters) 
distant, disabled Blücher's main battery and set 
her afire. 
Fire from the smaller guns (57 mm to 150 mm) 
swept her decks and disabled her steering, and 
she received several torpedo hits before the 
fires reached her magazines and doomed her. 
As a result, the remainder of the invasion fleet 
reversed, the Norwegian royal family, parlia-
ment and cabinet escaped, and the Norwegian 
gold reserves were safely removed from the 
city before it fell. 

World War II Pacific 
In December 1941, during the Battle of Wake 
Island, US Marine defense battalions fired at 
the Japanese invasion fleet with six 5-inch 
(127 mm) guns, sinking the Japanese de-
stroyer Hayate by scoring direct hits on her 
magazines, and scoring eleven hits on the light 
cruiser Yubari, forcing her to withdraw, and 
temporarily repulsing Japanese efforts to take 
the island. 
The Harbor Defenses of Manila and Subic 
Bays denied Manila harbor to the invading 
Japanese until Corregidor fell to amphibious 
assault on 6 May 1942, nearly a month after 
the fall of Bataan. Beyond tying up besieging 
Japanese forces (who suffered severe supply 
shortages due to the inability to use Manila as 
a port), the forts allowed interception of radio 
traffic later decisive at Midway. 
The Japanese defended the island of Betio in 
the Tarawa atoll with numerous 203 mm 
(8-inch) coastal guns. In 1943, these were 
knocked out early in the battle with a com-
bined USN naval and aerial bombardment.  
World War II Atlantic Wall 

 
 

38 Cm Gun Of Batterie Todt 

Nazi Germany fortified its conquered ter-
ritories with the Atlantic Wall. Organization 
Todt built a string of reinforced concrete pill-
boxes and bunkers along the beaches, or 
sometimes slightly inland, to house machine 
guns, antitank guns, and artillery ranging in 
size up to the large 40.6 cm naval guns. The 
intent was to destroy Allied landing craft be-
fore they could unload. During the Normandy 
Landings in 1944, shore bombardment was 
given a high importance, using ships from 
battleships to destroyers and landing craft. For 
example, the Canadians at Juno beach had fire 
support many times greater than they had had 
for the Dieppe Raid in 1942. 
The old battleships HMS Ramillies and War-
spite with the monitor HMS Roberts were used 
to suppress shore batteries east of the Orne; 
cruisers targeted shore batteries at Ver-sur-
Mer and Moulineaux; while eleven destroyers 
provided local fire support. The battleship Tex-
as was used to suppress the battery at Pointe 
du Hoc, but the guns there had been moved to 
an inland position, unbeknownst to the Allies. 
In addition, there were modified landing craft: 
eight "Landing Craft Gun", each with two 
4.7-inch guns; four "Landing Craft Support" 
with automatic cannon; eight Landing Craft 

Senior Moments Special to The Island Moon

Tank (Rocket), each with a single salvo of 
1,100 5-inch rockets; eight Landing Craft 
Assault (Hedgerow), each with twenty-four 
bombs intended to detonate beach mines 
prematurely. Twenty-four Landing Craft Tank 
carried Priest self-propelled 105mm howit-
zers which also fired while they were on the 
run-in to the beach. Similar arrangements 
existed at other beaches. 

 
 

Above, 240 mm (9.4 in) shells from Bat-
tery Hamburg straddle USS Texas during 
the Bombardment of Cherbourg. On June 
25, 1944 the American battleship Texas en-
gaged German shore batteries on the Cotentin 
Peninsula around Cherbourg. Battery Hamburg 
straddled the ship with a salvo of 240mm 
shells, eventually hitting Texas twice; one shell 
damaging the conning tower and navigation 
bridge, with the other penetrating below decks 
but failing to explode. Return fire from Tex-
as knocked out the German battery.  

 
Above, blockhouse for 152 mm gun, 
near Camogli. Part of the complex called Ligu-
rian Wall. Allied efforts to take the port of Tou-
lon in August 1944 ran into "Big Willie", a 
battery consisting of two prewar French turrets, 
equipped with the guns taken from the French 
battleship Provence, each mounting a pair 
of 340 mm naval guns. The range and power of 
these guns was such that the Allies dedicated 
a battleship or heavy cruiser to shelling the fort 
every day, with the battleship Nevada eventu-
ally silencing the guns on August 23, 1944. 
Post-World War II 
After World War II the advent of jet air-
craft and guided missiles reduced the role of 
coastal artillery in defending a country against 
air and sea attacks while also rendering fixed 
artillery emplacements vulnerable to enemy 
strikes. 
The Scandinavian countries, with their long 
coastlines and relatively weak navies, con-
tinued in the development and installation of 
modern coastal artillery systems, usually hid-
den in well-camouflaged armored turrets (for 
example Swedish 12 cm automatic turret gun). 
In these countries the coastal artillery was part 
of the naval forces and used naval targeting 
systems. Both mobile and stationary (e.g. 100 
56 TK) systems were used. 
In countries where coastal artillery has not 
been disbanded, these forces have ac-
quired amphibious or anti-ship missile capa-
bilities. In constricted waters, mobile coastal 
artillery armed with surface-to-surface mis-
siles still can be used to deny the use of sea 
lanes. The Type 88 Surface-to-Ship Missile is 
an example of modern, mobile coastal artillery. 
Poland also retains a Coastal Missile Division 
armed with the Naval Strike Missile. 
During the Croatian War of Independence in 
1991, coastal artillery operated by Croatian 
forces played an important role in defending 
Croatian Adriatic coast from Yugoslav na-
val and air strikes, especially around Zadar, 
Šibenik and Split, defeating the Yugoslav 
Navy in the Battle of the Dalmatian Channels.  
 
Dotson’s Other Note: In practice, there is a 
distinction between artillery sited to bombard 
a coastal region and coastal artillery, which 
has naval-compatible targeting systems and 
communications that are integrated with the 
navy rather than the army. There you have it. 
Comments are welcome to the Editor of The 
Island Moon or to me at Mobile: 530-748-
8475 or at dlewis1@stx.rr.com. FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION:  The weekly Veterans Round 
Table meetings are on Tuesdays 9-11AM.  All 
veterans, their families and anyone interested 
in veterans’ activities, are invited. The meeting 
location is at Del Mar College, Center for Eco-
nomic Development, 3209 S. Staples. (Across 
from Ray High School). Also, the Veterans 
Radio Round Table is on the air on KEYS 
AM 1440 & 98.7 FM, 8 – 10 a.m., Saturdays.  
Please listen and call in or text.  The listener/
text line is: 361-882-5397…It’s your two hours, 
please let us hear from you.    

History of the Coastal Artillary Part 2

Padre Island or in Flour Bluff. The voters are 
telling the board they don’t like the direc-
tion they are going and I suspect you will see 
contested races for the other three board seats 
in two years. The question now is whether the 
board is listening. 

The City

The Corpus Christi City Council approved its 
own tax increase of 6.2% which transferred 
an additional $6 million from private hands 
into city coffers, the difference being that in 
the case of the city the tax increase did not 
have to go on the ballot. The result was the 
removal from office of one At-Large council 
member perceived as a tax and spender and 
32% of Island voters casting their ballots for 
an unknown challenger in the race for mayor 
which I think it is fair to say was mostly a pro-
test vote and Island voters voted resoundingly 
against four of the five bond items listed on the 
ballot including funds for streets and libraries, 
only narrowly approving the item for public 
safety. Once again voters used the avenues 
they had to protest spending and spenders and 
voted their pocketbook with the message being 
to stop raising our Property Taxes. 

The County

Not to be left behind in the tax hike sweep-
stakes Nueces County Commissioners passed 
their own. According to their public notice the 
commissioners – with Commissioner Chesney 
the only vote against – increased the county’s 
tax levy by moving $7.8 million – an 8% in-
crease according to their public notice – from 
private hands into public hands. 

The county like the city tried with some suc-
cess to spin the tax increase as a tax cut by 
jumping up and down and pointing at the Tax 
Rate – which did decrease but not nearly as 
much as property values increased –  ignor-
ing the across the board increase in property 
valuations which meant we all wrote larger 
checks  and they increased their take of public 
money by $7.8 million. The office holders 
took advantage of a lack of understanding by 
reporters who – check the stories – led with 
proclamations that the city and county both 
decreased the Tax Rate without mentioning 
that it was in fact a tax increase. Island voters 
were not fooled and voted in favor of Republi-
can Challenger Connie Scott by a vote of 76% 
over incumbent Democrat Barbara Canales at 
24% which was down by five points on Padre 
Island from her previous race.

What does it mean?

I think the inflection point we find ourselves at 
after this election is potentially a very danger-
ous one. I have had front row seats at two tax-
payer revolts and both started with conditions 
just like the ones were are seeing here. It was 
largely frustration with constant tax and spend 
polices at the city a few years ago that ousted 
a two-term mayor and replaced her with a guy 
who lasted all of thirty-one days in office. 

Limits on tax hikes by the city and county by 
the State Legislature simply do not work. Two 
session ago the legislature lowered the amount 
of annual property tax increases without an 
election from 8% per year to 3.5% but as evi-
denced here it took only two budget cycles for 
city and county officials to find the loopholes 
by moving debt service around in their budgets 
that brought us increases of 6.3% and 8% this 
year with no means of objection by voters 
except to vote against incumbents and bond 
packages; that’s how tax revolts start and once 
they begin they are like a runaway grand jury. 
After realizing that the answer is not at the 
state but at the city and county level they back 
spending caps as the only way forward and the 
Law of Unintended Consequences with spend-
ing caps is immediate and severe. The short 
answer to what happens in no new annexation 
and if the spending cap sticks around long 
enough the result is enclave cities surrounded 
by incorporated areas – see Dallas. 

A lot of money came from outside the city in 
the last election that was pushing a No-Growth 
policy and if that group dovetails with a tax 
revolt and a spending cap it could quickly 
send this city down a road that could change 
it forever. The way I read the numbers in this 
election the taxpayers are restless and when 
they get restless they look for recourse that 
right now doesn’t really exist and that can lead 
things in a very dangerous direction. The vot-
ers have spoken and we are about to find out if 
the political class is listening.

An inflection point like this city has never 
seen.

Texas Shipwrecks
We’ve been writing a lot about 

shipwrecks and lost treasure on The 
Island. Since the first Spanish ships 

washed ashore in 1554 there has 
been everything from Liberty Ships 
to blockade runners, to a ship which 
blew up in Nueces Bay with future 

President U.S. Grant aboard go to 
watery graves in these parts.

All told there have been just over 
2000 known shipwrecks on the Texas 
Coast and more are being found even 

today. When Hurricane Ike hit Galves-
ton in 2009 she turned up a Civil War 

era ship that there was no previous 

record of. It’s a subject that brings out 
the little kid in all of us. 

 So starting in this issue we’re going to 
feature a lists and maps of many of the 
ships which made their last port o call 
in the briny deep, or shallow, in Texas 

waters.

The first of these maps is on page 11
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The Island Outdoors
By Jay Gardner

On the Rocks

My crazy friend Gary Glick from the Friends 
of the Rio Grande Valley reef is currently 
writing an article for the CCA newsletter that 
will come out in the next edition, and the edi-
tors reached out to me to help “translate” the 
article. Ha!  One of the main concepts that’s 
hard to get across in writing is the idea of 
“interstitial spaces.”  If you do a search for that 
term on the webs, you’ll get a lot of mumbo-
jumbo about blood vessels and cells, or maybe 
something about architecture.  But when you 
add “artificial reefs” to the end of the search, 
you get a lot closer to what I’m referring to, 
which is “the spaces between reef blocks or 
other material that allow small fish and other 
organisms to escape predation.”  It literally 
refers to a small space where a large fish can’t 
get into.
Why is this important you ask?  Why do I care 
about reef complexity?  It’s a lesson that ex-
plains why there are fish around structure, and 
you can use this to your advantage when fish-
ing.  Think of an oil rig out in the gulf; it’s big, 
and the big legs go straight down through the 
water column into the mud.  There is almost no 
complexity to a rig, so about the only fish that 
are around a rig are large fish.  Rigs aggregate 
fish and fishermen know this.  However, there 
are little to no interstitial spaces to allow small 
fish to grow up there.  Rigs don’t “produce” 
fish.  Now, think of an oyster reef, or even our 
jetties.  If you’ve ever snorkeled the jetties, 
you’ll see that there are lots of small fish liter-
ally swimming around IN the rocks.  They can 
get back in a corner where the big fish can’t eat 
them.  Plus, the surface of the jetties attracts 
and grows the small shrimp and crabs the little 
fish eat.  Oyster reefs work in the exact same 
way.  The interstitial spaces literally produce 
(and protect) fish.  There’s your science lesson 
for the week.
The Island Strategic Action Committee is 
slated for next Tuesday at 5:30pm at the Padre 
Island Baptist Church.  We have an action-
packed agenda, and hopefully there will be an 
update from the City on Bond 2018, although 
I’m not holding my breath.  We will be talking 
about the boat ramps at Clem’s and Billing’s 

that need repairing, and the flooding that has 
been occurring under the bridge.  The contrac-
tor has been having to pump the water out 
almost daily to get to their equipment.  We 
will also be discussing Commodores Park, and 
the potential future plans.  You loyal readers 
know that in a surprise move, staff put it on the 
Bond 2022 for $1.0 million for design of the 
park (doesn’t say construction).  Even more 
surprising is that about 57% of Island voters 
voted against the parks bond.  In any event, we 
have previously vetted a few potential wish-list 
projects for Commodores Park at ISAC in the 
past, although the Parks and Recs Advisory 
Committee wasn’t consulted.  So, at this stage, 
since it did pass bond citywide, we are going to 
try and get up some speed and push the horse 
back in front of the cart and get everything 
lined up the way it should be again. 
We will also be passing a resolution recom-
mending to the city that they draft and finalize 
an erosion plan for city shorelines and bay 
beaches.  Erosion is threatening parks and 
infrastructure and needs to be prioritized and 
addressed.  It’s cheaper to armor and prevent 
erosion now than it is to fix later.  The resolu-
tion and corresponding plan should give staff 
the help and impetus to protect our resources.
We will also be tackling the TIRZ #2 list of 
projects that needs to get going on with the 
reauthorization.  We had been waiting to see 
the level of commitment from the participants, 
and I think we have that nailed down.  We need 
to remember that there are still six-pack items 
outstanding, such as Packery Channel boat 
ramp improvements, ADA access to the jetties, 
aids to navigation, dredging, etc.  The list has 
grown over the years and months to include 
parks, bridges, multi-modal mobility plans, and 
infrastructure that benefits the public.  These 
projects have been a moving target over time, 
but we’ll solidify the list and get it polished up 
over the next couple of meetings.
There’s a ton of dink trout in the channels and 
deeper water.  Bend the barbs down on your 
hooks and jig heads that way you can shake 
the undersized fish off without touching them.  
Drop me a line at tarponchaser@mail.com and 
I’ll see you next week here On the Rocks. 

When it gets cold and nasty some 
drum fishing can break out some 

bright smiles! Black drum from the 
mouth of Baffin Bay. Live shrimp on 

the bottom. 

Augs, Jay, and 
Johnny made it out to 

chase some
 fish recently.

 It is always great to 
spend time with 

family on the water! 
Thanks Jay!

Backwater  Adventures
By Joey  Farah
Farah’s Fishing Adventures

Tides of the Week

Packery Channel Surf Forecast

Wow it’s already December, it’s time to slow 
down and view both fishing and life with a 
slower stroke. Most all anglers that have been 
stepping into my boat have all started out 
working their lures too fast; summertime pre-
sentation. In the last few weeks we have seen 
some water temps as low as the low 50s. This 
finally gave our gamefish a cold shock. Those 
first cold snaps push all kinds of bait towards 
deep, soft bottom winter hideouts. Gamefish 
will follow until water temps warm up and 
quickly disperse back out into the flats. The 
shallow water will warm up quickly in the sun, 
attracting bait and predators into shallow water 
sand pockets. Even though it’s warm a slower 
presentation will improve your success.  
 
     I’m using two techniques most of the time 
from the boat. A heavy jig head of 1/4 ounce 
with a soft plastic, and a lighter 1/8-1/16th 
ounce head. Heavier set up casts far and gets 
the bait down and into the lower strike zone 
quickly. I tap the bottom when I’m over mostly 
sandy bottoms, and pick up strikes as game-
fish are sucking it up off of the floor of the 
bay. I’ll also gently climb the plastic up into 
the mid water column and let it coast down 
towards the top of the thick grass. Along the 
edges of canals and deep zones, scrape your 
lure along the bottom with a slow retrieve. 
With a few lifts of the rod producing a slow 
swim. We are trying to imitate a cold stunned 
baitfish that is easily taken advantage of. With 
the lighter jig head selection, the sound of the 
bait hitting the water seems to be more natural 
and actually attracts strikes as soon as it hits 
the surface. The slow descent of the lvighter 
weighted lure hangs in the strike zone longer, 
teasing gamefish. With a lighter lure don’t be 
concerned with how much water you are work-
ing between you and the end of your cast, but 
on casting to specific potential hiding places 
for a predator in wait. Hover lightly weighted 
DOWN SOUTH LURES SUPER MODELS, 
tequila sunrise in green water with daytime 
sun. Darker colors like Purple Reign at dawn 
and in cloudy conditions, in and over isolated 
sand pockets in 4’ of water. 

 
 Watch the birds 

     The biggest and most mature fish will 
be anticipating the movements of bait, and 

adjusting to be in the most comfortable zones 
with water temperatures their upmost priority. 

Watching birds, and signs of baitfish both on 
the surface and in the water as you slowly 

idle from deep to shallow can be a good way to 
figure out what depth your targets are holding. 
In areas that you may be catching good num-
bers of small trout, slip into waist deep water 
close by to find the larger fish laying up wait-
ing for bigger meals of finger mullet, Shad, 

and pin perch. A slow presentation here in the 
shallows with large baits is where we usually 

find our largest of trophies. Long casts with big 
soft plastics threaded with a light jig head, or 
a good suspending bait will allow you to hang 
those lures for a long time in the middle of the 

water column.  
I’ve been throwing a few suspending and slow 
sinking hard baits and stomping trout when the 

bite is off. The MIRROLURE suspending Shad 
has been my choice. 

The world under the surface 
 

     Slowing down in the bay, somehow brings 
you to walk with a different pace on land as 
well. Taking your time and envisioning your 
lures gliding along in a slow swim, ducking 
and diving through the vegetation and struc-
ture, only brings you deeper into the world 

under the surface. Suddenly she appears, her 
silver cheek flashes and your lure disappears 
behind the black of her eye. You drop the tip 
of your rod and then bring the line right. Her 
head spits boiling white as she tries to throw 

the hook free. When she dives her broad black 
back darts under the boat and you can see the 
spots on her back. After a few dreamy connec-
tions with creatures you fooled into a surface 

visit from the sea, you might be able to calmly 
walk through the stores Christmas shopping for 

your best of company.  
 

     Make it a easy experience this year, shop 
local and grab something from a few of my 

favorite businesses. 

 
Marker 37 Marina!

 
     The pro shop is full of great lures and easy 
Christmas goodies for your fisherman. Their 
shirts and hoodies all $15-$40 board shorts 
too! The best polarized sunglasses around 

REDTAIL REPUBLIC has a big display in the 
store and is what I wear to see all of the action 

on and below the surface. 

 
Roy’s Bait and Tackle!

 
     This is just the craziest fishing and water 
sports store in Texas!  
Holiday sale items that are there on sale for 
sometimes half price. All weather clothing, 
jackets, wade fishing stuff, lures, tackle like 
nowhere else. The best part of Roy’s is that 
there are staff there that knows what they are 
talking about, so asking questions is always 
welcomed.  
 
This is the time of year you can catch me with 
a day or two off a week. When you see pleas-
ant weather on the horizon pick up the phone 
and message me for YOUR DAY on the water. 
Follow all of our hookups on FACEBOOK AT 
JOEY FARAHS BACKWATER FISHING.  
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Nature Notes

muhlenbergia capillaris pink cloud muhly grass garden driveway

Muhlenbergia capillaris wild

Pimk Muhly Grass

Going Native
By Ed Proffitt

	 Thanksgiving is past and we’re on 
the road toward Christmas and New Years!  
Donna & I gave thanks by driving to the Padre 
Island National Seashore and communing 
with nature --- even though the beaches were 
closed.  Mistral the Magnificent Mutt had a 
grand time, which for our family is the essence 
of best-of-times.

	 Few grasses can rival Muhly grass 
(Muhlenbergia capillaris) for raw beauty. It is 
named for H.E. Muhlenberg (1753-1815), the 
first botanist born in the U.S. (in Trappe, Penn-
sylvania) and a Lutheran pastor, and who first 
“discovered” this species. The genus Muhlen-
bergia was named by another botanist, C.L. 
Willdenow in honor of Muhlenberg. In addi-
tion to being a great naturalist and botanist, 
Muhlenberg founded Franklin College (later, 
Franklin and Marshall College) in Lancaster, 
Penn. 

	 Muhly grass (a true grass Family Po-
aceae) is native to the National Seashore and 
hence likely the rest of north Padre Island. It is 
a clump former, and so won’t spread unduly to 
take over your yard.  This 2 to 3 foot tall grass 
forms pink flowering stems in the Fall and can 
really brighten a fall and winter garden.

	 Muhlenbergia does well in full sun 
to partial shade, low nutrients / poor soil, and 
dry, somewhat salty conditions.  It will fulfill 
our “native need” for drought tolerant plant 
species that requires virtually no watering after 
becoming established. It can be grown from 

seed, but don’t collect from the National Sea-
shore! Probably easier, it can be grown from a 
clump division from the wild, but again…help 
protect the species and habitats of the National 
Seashore.

	 Muhlenbergia, like nearly all 
grasses is wind-pollinated, but butterflies are 
attracted to it although they likely add little to 
percent of flowers pollinated. Song birds and 
small mammals eat the seeds.

	 In a previous column I promised to 
keep looking in to information as to whether 
or not palm trees, especially Sabal mexicana, 
are native to north Padre Island. In addition to 
previously cited vegetation analyses from the 
1990’s I came across one from 2017 commis-
sioned by the National Seashore. Diamond et 
al. (2017) do not list the species, or even the 
family.  I emailed Diamond and he said he 
wasn’t sure but his sense was that most palms 
in Texas “preferred” somewhat more moist 
floodplains (or ones previously wet when col-
onization was occurring).  So, the jury is still 
out but this is another nail in the coffin of S. 
mexicana being considered truly native rather 
than naturalized.  As ever, thanks for consider-
ing native plants in your yard, and please keep 
in mind that “wild habitat” is needed if we 
want to have “wildlife” (birds, mammals, but-
terflies, etc). That means we need to protect 
and conserve patches of wild habitat (outside 
the national seashore!) in order to promote 
faunal populations.  So, keep Going Native.

	

Attwater’s Prairie Chickens
By Celeste Silling

One of Texas’s most interesting 
birds is the Attwater’s Prairie Chicken, a type 
of grouse. These birds are very local, as they 
are found only in two Texas counties:  Colo-
rado County and Goliad County.  They only 
live in the gulf coast prairies, a habitat that is 
now hard to find.

For those who have never seen a 
male Attwater’s Prairie Chicken before, let me 
attempt to describe it. The bulk of the bird’s 
body looks like a striped chicken, with brown 
and white bars going horizontally down its 
body. On its face are neon orange eyebrows 
that make it look (in my opinion) a little bit 
perturbed.

But the feature that really stands out 
are the air sacs on the sides of the neck. When 
the male grouse is relaxed, its neck looks rela-
tively normal. But when it’s trying to attract a 
mate, the feathers on the sides of its neck raise 
up to look like cat ears, and the bare orange 
skin underneath inflates. It looks like some-
one superglued two orange balloons to their 
neck. The female, on the other hand, lacks the 
orange eyebrows and air sacs.

	 The male Attwater’s Prairie Chicken 
uses these strange fashion accessories when 
he is trying to impress a female. During the 
mating display, the male will the raise feathers 
on the side of his neck, inflate air sacs, lift his 
tail up, and make a booming sound, and stomp 
around like the attractive bird he is. This dis-
play, which is often done by multiple grouse 
at a time, is called a lek. I highly recommend 
looking up videos of Prairie Chicken leks, as it 
really is an interesting display.

	 This bird was once relatively com-

mon in Texas and Louisiana. But unfortu-
nately, its population deeply declined after it 
was heavily hunted in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The numbers continued to plunge as 
the grouse’s habitat was converted into crop-
land and rangeland. Less than 1% of the gulf 
coastal prairie habitat still exists today, making 
it one of the most endangered ecosystems in 
North America. This so reduced the bird's 
numbers that they were declared endangered 
in 1967.

Fortunately, there is still hope for this species. 
Several organizations are successfully raising 
Attwater’s prairie-chickens for release into 
the wild. About 300 of these birds are released 
every year at the Attwater Prairie Chicken 
National Wildlife Refuge and private property, 
where the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
The Nature Conservancy implement manage-
ment practices. 
Interestingly, the Houston Zoo’s Attwater’s 
Prairie Chicken breeding facility is housed at 
the NASA Johnson Space Center. The space 
center provides the perfect place to rear the 
birds, as it is quiet and safe enough for this 
endangered species. While the NASA rearing 
site is not usually open for visitors, Gulf Coast 
Bird Observatory is offering a once-in-a-life-
time tour of the facility in our online Experi-
ences Auction at www.gcbo.org. And if you 
want to learn more about the rearing program, 
you can read about it at www.houstonzoo.org. 
It truly takes a village (and apparently a space 
center) to rehabilitate an animal population 
that has dropped this low. So let’s care for the 
habitat and animals that surround us here in 
Texas, and keep their populations viable. The 
Prairie Chickens will thank you!

A male Attwater’s Prairie Chicken displaying.
Photo by George Lavendowski, USFWS

Turkey Talk
By Pastor Kris Bair

	 As I write today, my mind swirls 
with Turkey Logistics.  It was going to be a 
simple and small Thanksgiving, but no.  

I should’ve known better--“the best 
laid plans of mice”--and Cooks--“aft gang 
astray.”
	 Since we moved to Texas, we’ve 
struggled to do even a small turkey for the oc-
casion.  The oven in my kitchen is too tiny to 
hold the roasting pan for even a 12-pound bird.  
	 We’ve tried a number of solutions.  

We’ve moved the shindig over to 
the DD’s (Darling Daughter’s), and put her in 
charge of the turkey and most of the meal.
	 She’s a very good cook, who bought 
a special roasting pan for her bird and used a 
new recipe to prepare and bake it.
	 Sadly, it did not meet the GP’s (Great 
Provider, my husband’s) Western-Kansas-
declared-by-KSU’s-extension-homemakers’ 
Standards, because it was pink near the bone 
and going to kill us all with salmonella.  
	 He removed himself from the meal 
with snorts and insults, leaving the rest of us to 
enjoy it. 

Which we did.  
	 The bird’s reduced carcass was then 
removed to our house and cooked for sev-
eral more hours in a smaller pan in our oven, 
after which he ate it with abandon for several 
days—dried out and tasteless, but utterly safe 
from bacteria.  
	 The DD washed her hands of turkey 
cooking, but has lowered herself to provide the 
stuffing occasionally.
	 We’ve done the turkey in my roaster 
on our grill, but the heat isn’t as even as in the 
oven and Big Bird must be watched carefully.  
	 Add to these issues the perennial one 
about the leftovers.  

They all fall to me.  Always.  No one 
will take leftovers home.

Now, turkey sandwiches can only 
be consumed for so long before they become 
tasteless.   
	 Our only freezer is the side-by-side 
one attached to our frig, and it’s always full.  
	 And even if turkey leftovers made it 
into the freezer (in the form of slices for sand-
wiches, or gallons of turkey soup, or several 
turkey pot pies), the GP would never 1) think 
to look for food there or 2) be able to find food 
the food in there.  
	 He can’t find food in the frig, either.
	 For all these reasons, AND that 
we were unlikely to have more than three or 

four max sharing the meal, I logically chose 
this year to buy a turkey breast instead of the 
whole bird, planning the meal weeks ago.
	 Last week the fourth member of our 
party was confirmed.  

The night before the meal, the fifth 
member of our party was added.  
	 And I learned that we might be host-
ing six Ukrainians the day after Thanksgiv-
ing—folks for whom a load of leftovers might 
be a real treat.
	 AND I was pretty sure that at that 
late date the grocery store shelves would be 
sadly depleted.  

Lord, have mercy.
	 I should’ve known better.  This has 
happened before.  If you keep the door open, 
people will enter.  
	 An old colleague of mine posted on 
Facebook that she was hosting 42 people for 
Thanksgiving dinner at her house—again.  
	 I don’t envy her (in fact, I’m aghast 
at the thought of it), but I’m quite sure most of 
the leftovers will be walking out her door.  
	 I could not, at any point, verify 
exactly how many would be at our table at any 
given time during the holiday weekend.  
	 But that’s OK.  We laughed and ate 
a lot of good food and some of us snorted no 
matter what.  

All was well.  We can be so thankful 
for that!  
	 At Island Presbyterian Church, For-
tuna Bay and Gypsy, we have a new door for 
entry—a lovely one with stained glass, and all 
who enter are welcome. 
	 Share worship with us on Sundays at 
10 a.m. in the sanctuary or via Livestream or 
Zoom from our Facebook page.  
	 We’re dressed up for Advent and 
preparing for a baby, coming to a stable close 
by.  
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Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

Dotson’s Note: In preparing to watch the 
upcoming 2022 Army - Navy Game, I am sharing 
some of my thoughts that might be of interest to 
some of you Moon Monkeys. These games, to me, 
are some of the most memorable.  Thanks to Bill 
Morgan, Eric Milzarski and Douglas MacAr-
thur, for the facts contained in the report ant 
to Bill Morgan, The Sports Blog, and the US 
Army for the photos.
 

There is perhaps no college football rivalry 
more intense, more enduring than that between 
the Army Black Knights out of West Point 
and the Navy Midshipmen out of Annapolis. 
The Army-Navy game, is truly iconic. It is the 
embodiment of the brotherly rivalry between 
soldiers and their sailor and Marine counter-
parts.
Over the years, these two teams have clashed 
122 times, making for some outstanding 
games. The following games are rated without 
personal branch preference, focusing on both 
the quality of the game and the impact each 
had on military history.
 So, for example, the 1893 Navy victory that 
almost lead to a duel between a General and 
an Admiral has been glossed over because, 
frankly, the game itself wasn’t too spectacular.
1890: Army 0 — Navy 24
You cannot talk about this rivalry without 
first bringing up the game that started it all. 
The Naval Academy had been around for 11 
years at this point and they wanted to put on 
a friendly game against the newly established 
Military Academy (Army) team. Despite not 
having a coach, the Midshipmen each chipped 
in 52 cents to pay for half of the traveling costs 
to get to West Point to play on “The Plain.” A 
tradition was born.

Football Has Changed

1973: Army 0 — Navy 51

In 1973, the Navy team had been decent 
enough. But something special was in the 
air that year at John F. Kennedy Stadium, 
and the Navy team caught fire for one game, 
racking up 460 total yards and five recovered 
turnovers. In fact, two Navy players had over 
100 rushing yards: Ed Gilmore with 123 and 
Cleveland Cooper with 102.
It’s a shame that they won this “astounding 
victory” against a team that was just plain bad. 
That year, the Army lost every game — all but 
three of which were by 29 points or more. In 
fact, when the rivals faced off, Army lost by 
more points than the entire team had scored 
that season, which was only 42.  If you want to 
joke about the Army’s football history, point to 
the year 1973 or 2003’s 0 and 13 season…or 
the 14-year losing streak. 
2016: Army 21 — Navy 17
To me the best game in recent history hap-
pens to share the distinction of being the game 
where the 14-year Navy win streak was finally 
snapped. Army intercepted two of Navy QB 
Zach Abey’s passes and went into halftime 
with a 14-0 lead; it was the middle finger the 
Army needed to prove they weren’t showing 
up for a 15th consecutive defeat.
The Midshipmen came back from the locker 
room ready for a new game. They straight-
ened up with two touchdowns on 19 carries 
and a field goal. Even though they tried to 
shake things up with a few read options, the 
underdog Army was too damn relentless and 
snagged a well-earned and much needed vic-
tory.

1926: Army 21 — Navy 21
In front of 110,000 spectators, Soldier Field 
in Chicago was dedicated to all of those lost 

Mission Completed
By Andy Purvis

The Top Army-Navy Games 

Sports

fighting for America with that year’s Army-
Navy game. Both teams were dominant: The 
Army had only lost once (to Notre Dame) 
and had shutout five teams. The Navy was 
undefeated.
The game was a complete stalemate. Both 
teams threw everything they had at each other, 
but they were too evenly matched. They played 
to the point of near darkness when the game 
was finally called and deemed a tie at 21 to 21.

1944: Army 23 — Navy 7
The Army-Navy game of 1944 is often called, 
“The (original) Game of the Century” and was 
set to the backdrop of America’s entrance into 
WWII. Shortly after Metz, France was liber-
ated and just before the Battle of the Bulge, on 
December 2, 1944, the #1 ranked Army played 
the #2 ranked Navy in what many considered 
the de facto national championship.
All eyes were on the game and it did not disap-
point. Just a few years prior, the abysmal 1-7-1 
Army team of 1940 almost caused military 
leaders to can the entire program. A short four 
years later, the team was unstoppable. On the 
season, the offense took 504 points and the 
defense only allowed 35. Glenn Davis, Army 
Running Back, was honored with the Maxwell 
Award that year and, eventually, the Heisman 
in 1946. Army was looking to snap a 5-year 
losing streak to the Navy, who were also domi-
nant in 1944.
With WWII on the everyone’s mind, the coun-
try’s eyes were glued to the game. Despite stiff 
competition, Army claimed victory and the first 
of three consecutive National Championships.
1963: Army 15 — Navy 21
Not only was the game itself amazing, but the 
circumstances surrounding the 1963 show-
down makes it the “Greatest Army-Navy 
Game,” according to various sources.
The game took place just two weeks after 
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. 
Military tradition dictates a 30-day national 
period of mourning, but just four days after 
the tragedy, it was announced the game was 
on. Sources say that it was Jacqueline Kennedy 
who wanted the game her husband loved to 
continue. It was also the same day star Navy 
Quarterback, Roger Staubach, was awarded the 
Heisman.
America needed this game and Staubach, 
found his match in his ultimate rival, Army 
Quarterback, Rollie Stichweh. Army took an 
early lead and stopped Navy with a goal-line 
stand, but Navy Full Back, Pat Donnelly 
responded with three touchdowns, putting the 
Midshipmen up 21-7 with ten minutes left. 
Then, the Army mounted a surprising come-
back, refusing to give up the ball. A touchdown 
and a 2-point conversion later, Army was just 
a possession away from victory, but the clock 
was ticking. The entire country watched, out of 
their seats. Despite an amazing effort, the Navy 
was saved by the buzzer, which stopped Army 
at the 2-yard line.

The instant replay was also introduced to 
American audiences this game. So, there is one 
happy bit of information. 

Dotson’s Other Note: If you feel like another 
game should have been included on this list, 
please let me know. Do any of you Moon 
Monkeys know who first penned “On the fields 
of friendly strife are sown the seeds that on 
other days, on other fields, will bear the fruits 

There he stood on the sideline in his 
Brooks Brothers suit, matching tie, trademark 
fedora and the game-plan rolled up in his 
hand.  “I’ve always dressed this way,” he later 
said.  He appeared tall and thin like an old pay 
phone, but standing 6’ 2” tall and weighing 210 
pounds he was bigger than he looked.  There 
were whispers that he still lifted weights after 
practice.  Most of his hair had departed, his 
jaw reminded me up a truck bumper, and he 
owned the bluest pair of eyes you have ever 
looked into.  Cowboy blue, some said.  He 
chewed gum on game day with intensity, but 
you’d never know it by looking.  His voice was 
laced with Texas twang, and he spoke with a 
slight lisp when he was younger.  He looked like 
someone had licked all the red off his candy.  
Dallas Cowboy fullback, Walt Garrison, was 
once asked if Tom Landry ever smiled.  “I don’t 
know,” said Walt.  “I only played there nine 
years.”  Tom Landry claimed to have patterned 
his game day demeanor after golf sensation and 
fellow Texan, Ben Hogan.  “Ben had this ability 
to block everything out and concentrate on the 
present,” said Landry.  

It all started for Thomas Wade “Tom” 
Landry in the South Texas Rio Grande Valley.  
He was born in Mission, Texas, a town of less 
than 5,000 souls.  The date was September 11, 
1924.  His father, Ray, was an auto mechanic 
and a volunteer fireman.  Ray was also athletic 
and played football at Mission in 1917.  Tom’s 
mother, Ruth, was a homemaker for four kids, 
Robert, Tommy, Ruthie and Jack.  One of Tom’s 
earliest jobs was delivering newspapers.  Shy 
beyond belief, as a child he was hit by a car and 
nearly lost his life.  Landry grew up in a place 
where there was not a whole lot to look forward 
to.  Mission High School in the 1930’s had less 
than 200 students enrolled.  Besides football, 
Tom played basketball and ran on the track 
team.  Tom initially started his football career at 
offensive center in high school before becoming 
a tailback, punter and defensive back.  Tom 
was an “A” student, president of his class, and a 
member of the National Honor Society.  He was 
also voted “Cutest Boy” in his senior class.  He 
was just an ordinary kid, but very competitive 
on the field.  The newspapers wrote that he 
played as if he were possessed and without fear.  
“If a guy caught a ball against me, I’d try to hit 
him so hard he wished he hadn’t.  And nothing 
made me madder than to have someone catch 
a touchdown pass on me,” said Landry.  Coach 
Bob Martin’s team played a “Notre Dame Box.”  
“It was a single-wing type offense,” explained 
Landry. 

Tom Landry wore #88, scored more 
than two touchdowns per game from the 
tailback position and, as a punter; he averaged 
over 40 yards per kick, in his senior season.  
This was a time of no facemask, and no one had 
ever heard of professional football.  

The 1940 Mission Eagles won the 
district 40A football title.  It was a prelude to 
what was about to happen.  In 1941, Mission 
proceeded to score 323 points on their way to 
a 12-0 record.  Only Donna, Texas, their arch 
rivals, scored a touchdown in week six on the 
Mission defense.  As luck would have it, the 
Redskin’s score came on a pass interference call 
in the Missions’ end zone, against Tom Landry.  
Instead of the officials placing the ball at the 
1-yard line and, awarding a first down, they 
gave Donna a touchdown. 

Mission beat Aransas Pass 19-0 in the 
Bi-District playoffs, before facing the Hondo 
Owls for the Class 1A Regional Championship.  
This game was played on December 13, 1941.  
Tom Landry rushed for three touchdowns 
and passed for a fourth, in a 33-0 blowout.  
Landry’s last rushing touchdown covered 63 
yards.  Landry was selected unanimously to 
the Rio Grande Valley Freedom Newspaper 
All-Millennium Team, as a defensive back.   
Tom was recruited by Texas, Rice, SMU and 
Mississippi State.  He chose Texas and enrolled 

as a freshman the following year, but Tom 
Landry’s world was changing quickly.  The 
Great Depression had ended and WW II lay 
dead ahead.  Six days before the Class 1A 
Regional Championship game, the Japanese 
had attacked Pearl Harbor.

Like millions of other American 
boys, Tom’s older brother, Robert, enlisted in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps, after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.  While flying his B-17 over to 
England, Robert’s plane had gone down in the 
North Atlantic, somewhere near Iceland.  In 
1942, Tom immediately left the University of 
Texas and joined the Army Air Corps.  He 
began his basic training at Sheppard Field 
near Wichita Falls, Texas, and finished his 
preflight training at Kelly Field in San Antonio, 
Texas.   Tom received his B-17 co-pilot training 
in Sioux City, Iowa.  He was assigned to the 
Eighth Air Force, 493rd Bombardment Group 
of the 860th Bombardment Squadron.  

Tom Landry flew 30 missions during 
the European Theater and survived a crash 
in France when his plane ran out of gas.  “All 
nine of us walked away,” said Landry.  Another 
near-crash occurred while returning from a 
bombing run in Czechoslovakia.  “The B-17 
sounded as if it were running out of fuel over 
occupied Belgium,” Landry said.  “We were 
weaving our way down, and the pilot decided 
it was time to jump, time to become a prisoner 
of war, an MIA.  When I got out of my seat, 
I noticed the fuel mixture was bad, so I just 
shoved the lever forward and all four engines 
cut on again.”  Mark Twain once wrote, “The 
two most important days of your life are the 
day you were born and the day you found out 
why.”
“I began to think back on it; I knew God 
had a purpose for me,” said Landry.  He was 
discharged as a first lieutenant in 1945 and 
returned to Austin to continue his studies and 
play football.  Tom married Alicia Wiggs on 
January 28, 1949.  His friends joked that she 
may have been the only one who could make 
him smile.  They had three children together.  
In 1958, Tom Landry accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Savior. 

I met Tom Landry once at a 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes meeting 
in Dallas, Texas.  He spoke with conviction 
about his faith and quoted Bible verses.  The 
one thing he said that has remained with me 
all these years:  “Losing requires you to do 
absolutely nothing.”  He was talking about God, 
family and football.  

Landry told a wonderful story 
that day about playing George Halas and the 
Chicago Bears.  The date was November 27, 
1960.  The Cowboys had not won a game 
all year and Landry had admitted that his 
offensive line was so bad no one wanted to 
carry the ball.  After the game was over and 
the Bears had won 17-7, Halas crossed the field 
to shake Landry’s hand.  Halas said, “Tom we 
knew every play you were going to run.”  “How 
is that possible,” exclaimed Tom.  “When your 
team broke the huddle, there were two guys 
in the backfield smiling and one who looked 
terrified.  We knew he was the one getting the 
football.”  

Landry lived his life in many 
chapters, but he was born into football and 
belonged there.  If you were a football fan, he 
became part of your life because football was 
a part of your life.  The Mission High School 
Football Stadium is now named Tom Landry 
Stadium. 

Tom Landry left us on February 
12, 2000, after battling leukemia.  There is no 
argument; he was one of the best.  Landry 
just had this aura about him.  He was not 
an emotional speaker, but he spoke with 
sensitivity.  He would open up in public and 
touch your heart.  The real story of Tom 
Landry was that he was an even better person 
than he was a football coach, and that’s saying 
something. 

By Dotson Lewis
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The Holiday Market in Port A last weekend. Photos by Ronnie Narmour

Andy Davidson shows great form at 
this year's Turkey Bowl.

Julie Caraker and Lee Harper at the 
Gaff's Turkey Bowl. 

Sand Sculptors Albert Jr from Austin, Albert Sr from Corpus, Abe Waterman from 
Canada by way of South Padre and Bruce from St. Louis sculpted their annual 

holiday's piece in downtown Port A

Belt Sander Races last Saturday at the Gaff
Photo by Ronnie Narmour

Turkey Bowling last Saturday at the Gaff
Photos by Ronnie Narmour

And the 2022 Turkey Bowl winner is.... 
Tom Ramsden is presented this year's trophy by Kip and Lee. 

Barbara Creager, aka Mum, shows her 
handmade quilts at the Holiday Mar-

ket in Port A last weekend. 

Frieda Greene shows her photography 
at the Holiday Market in Port A last 

weekend.

Because you 
served...
We can all 
live a life of 
freedom!
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Active Duty, Reserve, 
Retired, and Veterans of the 
United States Navy, Marine 

Corps, and Coast Guard

FRA Branch 94
1651 Flour Bluff Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

Come join Branch 94 for our regular meeting, held 
on the second Sunday of each month at 1300

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK
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 Price Reduced! 

13741 Hawksnest Bay Dr.   
4/3/3  

$599,500 

New Homes Available  
by Steve’s Homes 

 

 

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?  
 

Below are some of our available rentals: 

 

 
Let Steve’s Homes build your Custom Dream Home on your lot!  

Steve’s Homes 

Call Cindy Molnar 549-5557 

16018 Treebine Dr. 
4/3/3 

$545,000 

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557 

1806 Hosea Ct. Located in Flour 
Bluff Cornerstone subdivision. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage 
2,065 sq. ft. $389,900 Call  
Madeline Casey at 361-443-0687 

15982 Punta Espada Loop 
3/2/2 

$519,900 

13833 Hawksnest Bay Dr.  
4/3/3  

$554,900 

14721 Whitecap Blvd #363    
Fully furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath-
room condo, recently updated. Great 
location near the beach.  $299,900 
Call Randy Corpuz  at 361-765-
9914 

13801 Captains Row -Exceptional  
 custom home, 151' canal front at 
 fingertip of gated St. Elevator , 
pool, 2 lifts, sunsets over ICW 
$1,999,900. 
Call Pam Morgan 361-215-8116 

13953 Fortuna Bay #3  2/2 with 
an awesome waterfront location 
1,029 sq. ft. Deck and boat lift, short 
ride to the Intracoastal Waterway. 
$249,900 Call Charlie Knoll for 
appt. 361-443-2499 

Aransas Princess #107– Condo 2 
bedrooms , 2 baths 1295 sq ft locat-
ed on the first floor. Listen to the 
waves break and enjoy the view and 
beach life. $470,000 Call Charlene 
at 361-244-2344 

14918 Island Village Dr. Fully 
Furnished 2 bedroom 2 bathroom 
unit , two pools on site very close  
the  beach. $454,900 Call Charlie 
Knoll at 361-443-2499.  

Sale Pending! 

218 Las Palmas Dr. - 50x100.49 
lot. Located in Flour Bluff ISD, close 
to schools, shopping, Laguna Madre, 
and NAS. $55,000 Call Charlie 
Knoll at 361-443-2499 

15325 Cruiser Unit A & B 
2/2.5/1 each side 

$2,250/month each side 

13958 Fortuna Bay I 
2/2 Furnished 

$1,350 / month 

13845 Hawksnest Bay —5/3/2 
with a pool 2,747 sq ft. Great loca-
tion close to the beach, schools, 
park.  $594,999 Call Kellye Pena 
at  
361-522-0292 

14041 Coquina Bay Ave 
MLS#407084 4/2.5/2 2318sqft. 
Water views and Large backyard for 
pool. $489,900 Call Randy 
Corpuz at 361-765-9914 

4010 Moorhead– Offers 3 bed-
rooms two baths, 2 car garage ,SS 
appliances & granite counter tops. 
Beautiful in ground pool & screened 
patio. $309,000 Call Charlie Knoll 
at 361-443-2499. 

13957 Ports O Call Dr 8,596 Sq Ft 
lot close to numerous boat ramps , 
restaurants and the beach. Call 
Charlie Knoll at 361-443-2499 

Our services include: 
•  Tenant Qualifying  
• Collections of Rents 

• Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance 
• Professional Itemized Monthly Statements  

• Marketing/Advertising 

225 Thelma Dr -  4 bedroom, 3 
bath waterfront property located in 
Flour Bluff Laguna Madre Cove 
 Subdivision. Boat lift with large deck 
and covered patio. $625,000 Call 
Christy Zamora at 619-315-5195 

14514 E Cabana #210 - 
2 bedroom, 2 bath WATERFRONT 
condo at Mariners Cay! 971 sq. ft. & 
updated! 2nd floor unit w/elevator 
access. $284,000. Call Kim  
Mogford at 361-434-8522 

 

15406 Fortuna Bay #2902 
2/2/1 Waterfront 
$1,750/month 

Sale Pending! 

Price Reduced! 

Sale Pending! 

Price Reduced! 

Open House Sundays 1- 4 

Sale Pending! 

15425 Fortuna Bay #306 
1/1 Waterfront 

$1,250/month 

15737 Escapade  
4/3/2 Washer & Dryer 

$3,000 /month 

15426 Grass Cay A  
3/2 Waterfront 

$1,800/month 

Sale Pending! 

Price Reduced! Price Reduced! 

Open House Dec. 3rd 2 - 4 
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Islanders Jerry and Remyia got married in 
September and took the Island Moon on their 

honeymoon to beautiful Queenstown, New 
Zealand. Here they are overlooking magnificent 
Lake Wakatipu. Congratulations you guys and 

thanks for taking us along!

Shipwrecks Texas Style
Editor’s note: When it comes to beach combing in South Texas there is always one thought 

in the back of everyone’s mind; maybe I’ll find a Spanish doubloon. So in the interest of 
channeling the inner child of beachwalkers across our state we are running the first part of a 

list showing every shipwreck along our coast. The remainder will be in the next issue.

319 Beach St. 
next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134

KKeeeeppiinn''  DDooggss  oonn  tthhee  BBeeaacchh!!

Island Animal Clinic

NOW OPEN

Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

Mon-Fri by Appointment 

We Treat Your Pets LIKE FAMILY!

• Medicine • Surgery
• Diagnostics • Boarding
• Pharmacy • Radiology
• Pet Bathing & More!
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Sailboat being removed from the Cabana canal

Lake Padre in late September 
Photo by Doc MacGregor II

Canals paralleling Whitecap.
Photo by Jacob Augs

Hummus 
Serves eight

Ready in 15 minutes

Ingredients:

○	1 (16 ounce) jar Mezzetta fire-roasted red bell peppers, 
drained

○	Juice from 2 lemons

○	4 garlic cloves, peeled

○	1 teaspoon salt

○	1 teaspoon black pepper

○	1 teaspoon ground comino

○	1 teaspoon ground coriander

○	2 (14 ounce) cans chickpeas, drained

○	½ cup tahini (not including oil that has separated)

○	¼ cup extra virgin olive oil

○	¼ teaspoon paprika

○	2 Tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

○	2 Tablespoons pine nuts, toasted in a pan on the stove

Preparation:

Place bell pepper and lemon juice in blender or food processor, blend until 
smooth. Add salt, pepper, comino, coriander, garlic, chickpeas, and tahini. Blend 
until very creamy. This may take a while. You may need to add a little water and/
or stir mixture to get a good flow going. Fold hummus onto a plate, drizzle with 
olive oil. Garnish with paprika, parsley and pine nuts. Serve with flatbread (either 
laffa or pita).

I managed to find Peter, the shopkeeper from the deli. We spoke briefly on the phone. He seemed 
open to an interview, so look for that in a future column. You know, the black-eyed peas might 
sing us a song, but the chickpeas will only hummus one.

We ended up having a Friendsgiving of sorts 
last Friday. Dear peeps from as far as Hawaii, 
Austin, and Cotter Street were there. I was 
intent on doing something a little different so 
I put out a spread of semi-exotic finger foods. 
The selection was at least partially inspired by 
what would be called meze (or similar names) 
in North Africa, The Mediterranean, Greece, 
Turkey, The Levant, The Balkans, The Middle 
East, as well as Iran and Iraq. We had things 
like artichoke hearts, olives, finger salad, eggs, 
cheeses, hummus, sardines, lamb, and tzatziki 
(which may have been more of a raita). I 
hadn’t conceived of this meal in time to make 
flat bread, so we just put out lots of different 
crackers we had in the pantry. 

Of course there was plenty of wine too, 
highlighted by a lovely Chateuneuf du 
Pape. But we also had Rioja Riserva, Ribera 
del Duero Crianza, a negociant-bottled 
Bourgogne, a Bordeaux Superieur, a Langhe, 
and a super-Romagnolo of 100% sangiovese. 
I had some magnum jugs of French table wine 
and a bag-in-box of tempranillo in case we 
ran low on the good stuff. Somebody brought 
a bottle of white, and Andrea put a couple of 
bottles in the fridge just in case, but you know 
I’m not really down with tighty-whities so I 
couldn’t tell you what they were. One of our 
friends even brought a lovely bottle of Ocean 
vodka with her from Hawaii where it is made 
from 100% sugar cane. Who knew? I sampled 
it and it was quite good. It was smooth as 
can be, had a low-key savory background, 
a sparkle of citrus, and a silky mouthfeel — 
all hallmarks of good vodka IMO. We had 
a crowd big enough to get ten seats around 
our giant round dining table, but fortunately 
we DID NOT have a large enough  —  or 
thirsty enough — crowd to finish all the wine. 
Another friend left behind a bottle of Bogle 
Phantom which brought back memories from 
twenty-five years ago when that same friend 
would buy cases of Bogle merlot from my 
restaurant, Shrimp House. At the time Bogle 
was available wholesale through the Austin-
based boutique wine distributor Ambiente. 
Coincidentally, I would go on to represent 
Ambiente’s unique portfolio in the San 
Antonio on-premise market in the late aughts. 
Time flies like the wind… but fruit flies like 
wine.

In late-eighties San Antonio, I was a senior in 
high school, had a cute girlfriend, a miserable 
GPA, and drove a 1978 Ford LTD II. Even 
though I loved that car, I def wasn’t hip to how 
cool it actually was. This Ford was really the 
recently-discontinued Gran Torino disguised 

There's a Hummus Among Us
By Chris Jordan

with luxe sedan-style appointments. Mine 
had the larger-than-standard 351 Windsor V8 
motor and was pretty peppy. My buddy Bill 
drove a Triumph TR6 and we would race to 
and from our favorite eatery during our off-
campus senior lunch period. We took turns 
the victor: the Triumph was more nimble in 
tight quarters, but the Ford had muscle on the 
straight-aways. The place we raced to and 
fro was a deli called Saleh’s Fantastic Foods. 
The proprietor, who was very kind to us 
obnoxious kids, was a man named Peter. This 
little store had all kinds of unfamiliar foods 
from far-away lands. Although I have always 
been an adventurous eater, some of the things 
in the shop lacked enough context for me to 
appreciate them. I tried, but I usually ordered 
the meatball sandwich. It was superb. There 
were vats of olives and feta and many other 
things that you didn’t see at the supermarket 
back then. So probably it was this early 
impression at Saleh’s Fantastic Foods that 
planted the first seeds in my mind for our 
Friendsgiving meze.

Later, my first season in Port Aransas, my 
friend Chris invited me over to his mom 
Meri’s pad for a traditional Lebanese 
meze. I remember there was flatbread and 
kibbeh and baba ghanoush, but I’m sure 
there was tabbouleh, hummus, and who-
knows-what else. Meri was from Bandera 
but learned to make these things because 
she had married into a family of Lebanese 
descent. Meri of Meri’s Malibu was a very 
special lady, and some of you probably know 
that for yourselves. Chris went on to be a 
chef somewhere in Florida and also makes 
paddleboards now. His Facebook bio says he 
worked at the long-defunct Port Aransas icon 
Manjo’s Burger Bar and you know that’s true. 
I haven’t seen Chris since our mutual pal Mike 
Flood's memorial, but I still count him a good 
friend….well, because he was and I know he 
still is. That marvelous meal with Meri and 
Chris was right around this time of year, so 
you know I was thinking of it as I prepared my 
own little holiday meze.

So let’s talk about hummus. Full disclosure: 
I’m late to the hummus party. I mean, I have 
tried it over the years but it mostly didn’t 
do anything for me. I guess at some point 
recently, I got a taste of the good stuff because 
I dig it now and I’ve been making it at home. 
I’ve only got a handful of attempts under 
my belt, but I thought the batch I made at 
Friendsgiving was quite good so I’m gonna 
share what I’ve learned so far. If you’ve got 
a high performance blender like a Vita-mix, 
use that. If not, best go with a food processor. 
If you want to get a little more serious, you 
can husk your chickpeas. It’s more trouble but 
it does make creamier hummus. If you want 
to get really fancy, you can cook your own 
chickpeas from dried. This will pack a little 
more flavor punch. You can easily investigate 
techniques for either option online. Use the 
best tahini you can find. I purchased Toyva 
tahini at the I.G.A. in Port Aransas and it is 
excellent. Soom is another good brand.

1978 Ford LTD II

PIPOA News by Marvin Jones, President

As always, let me have 
your thoughts.  You can reach me at marvin@
pipoa.net or call me at 469-231-3485.  
You can also call the Padre Isles Property 
Owners Association (PIPOA) office with any 
questions you have at 361-949-7025.

2023 Board of Directors Election- In March 
of 2023, two (2) Board of Directors seats 
are up for election.  The seats are currently 
held by Marvin Jones and Sandy Graves, 
respectively.

For Padre Isles POA owners wanting to run 
for the Board, the registration period will 
open on Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 8:00 
AM Central and will close on Thursday, 
December 15, 2022, at 5:00 PM Central.

Per the Bylaws, Board Members must be at 
least 18 years old and be members of the 
Association (own property in the PIPOA).

Interested members are asked to please 
send a notice and a brief resume, along with 
a picture, to the Executive Director, Gary 
Klepperich, gary@pipoa.net.  Resumes 
may also be mailed to the PIPOA office or 
dropped off at the office located at 14015 
Fortuna Bay Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418.

Candidate-submitted resumes will be 
published in a newsletter; be placed on 
the PIPOA's Facebook page, and put on 
the PIPOA's website.  The PIPOA will not 
proofread resumes prior to publication.

For questions, please contact the Executive 
Director, Gary Klepperich, at the email 
address above, or call 361-949-7025.

Good News- The derelict sailboat (ghost 
ship- Captain Jack Sparrow would have been 
proud) has been towed away to the boatyard 
for decommissioning.  Thank you to the 
residents along the Cabana canal.  You would 

Full Transparency and Disclosure

not believe the red tape we went through 
with several government agencies.  The vessel 
is gone but will not be forgotten.  

Towing- The Board’s Sticker Committee has 
had two meetings.  It has a proposal for a new 
policy to present to the Board.  The policy 
simplifies procedures and is more user-
friendly but tightens up on PIPOA members 
acquiring boat ramp parking permits.  Stay 
tuned.  The policy will be presented at the 
December 13th Board meeting.   

Over the weekend, two vehicles and four 
trailers were towed from the boat ramps.   

Tax Return- The 2021 PIPOA Tax Return 
was filed on time.  It will be up on the PIPOA 
website within the next few days.    

Board Meeting- The next PIPOA Board 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
13, 2022, at 5:30 PM at the Padre Island 
Baptist Church located across from 
Whataburger.  All PIPOA members are 
invited to attend.  

La Posada- December 9th will be the boat 
parade on the North canals, and December 
10th will be the boat parade in the South 
canals.  The parade is still in need of lighted 
boats.  If you would like to be in the parade, 
contact Bob Corbett at bob.corbett895@
gmail.com.  For a full listing of dates and 
events, go to the La Posada Facebook 
page.  In addition, La Posada invites those 
participating in the boat parade to a boat 
decorating party on Saturday, December 3, 
2022, at 10:00 AM.  Padre Island Yacht club 
volunteers, along with the Marines, will be 
available to help you decorate your boat.  
Bring your lights and decorations, and they 
will all pitch in to help.
  
   
Marvin Jones, PIPOA President     

News you 
can Use
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Crossword Solution on classifieds page

Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster

Mind-Numbing Frustration

Sudoku

Going Easy On You...

Sudoku answers are 
not available.

Play at your own risk!

 JFK Causeway to Aquarius/
SPID intersection
Crimes against Property

14000 block SPID Midnight November 27 Trespassing

14000 block SPID 11 p.m. November 26 Trespassing

Suspicious Person

11800 block SPID 5 p.m. November 25 

Traffic

54 Traffic Stops

13300 SPID 4 p.m. November 26 Crash

SPID West to Laguna Madre 
Crimes against Person

15100 block SPID 10 p.m. November 26 Assault by Contact

Crimes against Property

14300 Blue Fish 5 a.m. November 22 Theft of Vehicle Parts

13500 block Queen Johanna 11 a.m. November 27 

14000 block SPID Midnight November 27 Trespassing

14000 block SPID 11 p.m. November 26 Trespassing

15100 block SPID 10 p.m. November 26 Criminal Mischief 
$2500-$30,000

13500 block Queen Johanna 10 p.m. November 23 Theft 
$2500-$30,000

14200 block Bay Bean Noon November 22 Theft of Services

15300 block Cruiser Noon November 22 Theft of Services

13900 block El Socorro 10 a.m. November 22 Theft of 
Services

14200 block Bay Bean 11 a.m. November 21 Theft of Services

Disturbance

14300 block Aloha 5 a.m. November 26 

15100 block SPID 10 p.m. November 26 Public Intoxication

Police Blotter    November 22 - November 28
14300 block Aloha 5 a.m. November 26 

15200 block Cartagena 6 p.m. 

Suspicious Person

13900 block Binnacle 8 p.m. November 21 

14000 block Fortuna Bay 5 p.m. November 27

15800 block Cuttysark 7 p.m. November 24

13900 block Laffite 3 p.m. November 22 

Traffic

81 Traffic Stops

16100 block Cuttysark 10 a.m. November 21 Parking Violation

SPID east to Gulf of Mexico 
Crimes against Property

14700 block Whitecap Noon November 24 Trespassing

15100 block Kokomo 3 a.m. November 24 Criminal Mischief 
$100-$750

15100 block Kokomo 3 a.m. November 24 Theft of Service $500-
$1500

15100 block Kokomo 3 a.m. November 24 Theft $750-$2500

Disturbance

15200 block Windward 11 p.m. November 26 Noise Ordinance 
Violation

15000 block Windward 11 p.m. November 24 Noise Ordinance 
Violation 

6300 block SH 361 9 a.m. November 26

Suspicious Person

14900 block Windward 4 p.m. November 22 

Traffic

53 Traffic Stops

6700 block SH 361 8 p.m. November 25 Crash

Moon Crossword
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12lbs     for    $2.50

Whitecap Blvd

1 gal       for     $0.75
5 gal       for     $3.00

Water

Moon Classifieds #972
    Here’s how to place a  

Classified Ad 
To place an ad you can call me at  

361-834-1382 or 
Email your ads to: 

moonclassad@twc.com 
No texts please 

Costs start at $12 for 25 words, 
 20 cents a word after that per issue.   
For a small additional charge, your 
ad can be centered, made larger or   
pictures or clip art can be added. 
Ads with payment can be taken to 

our office at:  
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 

Deadline for classified ads is no later 
than NOON on Tuesday 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
BEFORE PUBLICATION 

We accept 
American Express, Visa, 

MasterCard 
 

Legal & Business Notices 
Do you need to place a legal or business 

notice?  You’ll find that our rates for running 
your notice cost less than many other 

publication in Nueces County. 
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 

The Island Moon Weekly 
for more information  

The Island Newspaper since 1996 

Help Wanted 
Full Time Custodian $15hr 

Port Aransas ISD 
Great Benefits 

Call Pete 361-749-1221 
Real Estate 

Small Three Bedroom 
Deck for Boat 
Available Now 

Rent $1500 monthly  
Deposit is the same 
Off Laguna Shores 

During day call Louis  
361-537-0059 

After 3 pm call Mary Lou 
361-728-1326 

Services 
Appliance Repair 

 
-N- House Appliance 

Repair 
Most major brands & 

appliances 
Also offering complete dryer 

vent clean outs 
Mention this ad for 
discount on repairs 
361-960-0911 
BBQ Cleaning 

CALL 

 
Because YOU 

don’t want to do 
it! 

Frank 361-813-1929 cell 
361-99-GRILL (994-7455) 
CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com   

Pool & Spa Services 
ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA 

SERVICE 
Weekly Pool Maintenance – Repairs 
Renovations - Chemicals – Supplies 

Residential – Commercial 
25 Years Experience – Insured 
Free Delivery! Free Estimates! 

Island Resident Owned 
Call 361-949-8899 

Wade In The Water Pool Services 
Cleaning • Repairs • Remodels 
  Hot Tubs • Warranty Station 
Don’t go OTB for pool & spa 

chemicals! 
15715 SPID #101  

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
FREE WATER TESTING 

Locally owned and operated since 
2010 

Call 361-658-8581 

Outdoor Services 
Power Washing 

ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
We Power Wash 

 Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & 
Sidewalks 

 Call us now to schedule an estimate 
361-949-2773 

REGIONAL AREA  
MAINTENANCE 

(RAM) 
Pressure Washing 

 Driveway – Decks -  Homes  
Roofs  

Deck Staining & Repairs 
Free Estimates 

Call RAM 
361-800-3535 

Lawn & Tree Trimming 

 
COMMERCIAL CUTTERS 

Tree Trimming & Stump Grinding 
Services 

Fully Insured – Free Estimates 
361-446-3980 

Islandscape Maintenance 

 
* Lawn Maintenance   * Power  Washing       
* Palm Trimming         *  Fall Cutback 
* Lot Mowing               *  Decks       
* Installation                                     

FREE ESTIMATES 
361-949-2773 

REGIONAL AREA  
MAINTENANCE 

(RAM)  
Let us take care of your lawn care 

needs.  Our customers have 
appreciated our attention to detail 
●Professional Staff & Equipment 
●Residential & Commercial 
●Large & Small Properties 
●Senior Discount 

Call RAM 
361-800-3535 

Home Maintenance 
Concrete Specialists 

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 
Larry Allen 

Concrete Construction 
30 years experience 

Local references available 
830-460-1173 

Patios – Retaining Walls  
Foundation – Driveways 

Larryallen.concrete@yahoo.com 
14318 Cruiser St.  

Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
PO Box 2526 Bandera, TX 78003 

No Job Too Small…No Job Too Big 
Stucco 

GOT CRACKS? 
CALL THE STUCCO PROS  

AT 361-949-2100 
Roofing 

ROOFING PROS! 
Custom Home Exteriors, Inc. 
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100 

Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified 
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles 

Island Homeowner 
Roofing Padre Island 

Since 1985! 
Wolfe Construction, Inc. 
 Insurance Restoration 

Specialists 
 Roofing 
 Residential & Commercial 

Bryan Wolfe 
361-949-1180  

15809 El Soccorro Loop 
Corpus Christi TX 78418 
Boat Lifts & Docks 

WHATS UP DOCKS AND 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

We offer boatlift services (repairs 
and new installations) and docks, 

decks, piers and much more 
Contact Geoffrey Coventry   

361-230-2004 
 “The bitterness of poor quality 

remains long after the sweetness 
of low price is forgotten.” 

Benjamin Franklin 

Boat Lifts & Docks  (Contd)  
Artistic Construction 

 Decks, Docks, Pilings, Boat Lifts, 
Painting, Remodeling, Welding, 

Blacksmithing, Handyman. 
Licensed – Insured   

PIBA & BBB Member    
Decades of experience. 

361-444-4702 
Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc 

Al-Anon & AA Meetings 
Is alcohol causing a problem  

in your family? 
Try Al-Anon 

Al-Anon meets at 
7:00 pm Sundays at 

Padre Island Baptist Church 
Friends and families of 
problem drinkers find 

understanding and support at 
Al-Anon Meetings 

An Al-Anon group meets each 
Thursday at 7:00 PM at 
St Andrew by the Sea 
14238 Encantada Ave. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS 

The Sunset 7 AA Meetings are 
held on Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 7 PM at : 
The Presbyterian Church  

On the Island 
14030 Fortuna Bay Dr. 

In addition Sunday AA Meetings 
 are held at 8 AM at   

The Pavillon on the Boardwalk 
Near Padre Bali 

Crossword SolutionJFK Bridge Lane Closures Begin
The JFK Bridge will be reduced to one lane of 
traffic in each direction between the hours of 9 
p.m. and 6 a.m. beginning Thursday, December 
1 as the Texas Department of Transportation’s 
(TxDOT) JFK Causeway Bridge maintenance 
project enters its final phase.

During this final phase, the work zone and 
closures will be along the eastbound lanes on 
the south side of the bridge, the lanes used for 
traffic traveling from Flour Bluff onto Padre 
Island.

Motorists will shift to the westbound lanes on 
the north side of the bridge. The north side 
of the bridge is generally used by motorists 
heading westward from Padre Island to Flour 
Bluff.

During the initial portion of this phase, 
a TxDOT contractor will be performing 
nighttime work to establish the new traffic 

pattern. The work will include installing 
pavement markings to separate the single 
eastbound and westbound travel lanes on 
the north side of the bridge. Temporary steel 
barriers will be installed to separate the two 
travel lanes and the eastbound travel lane from 
the work zone on the south side of the bridge. 

Work associated with setting up the new 
traffic pattern will be done at night and have 
an expected completion date of December 9, 
according to a statement released this week 
by the City of Corpus Christi. The speed limit 
for the project area will be reduced to 50 mph. 
Under the terms of the contract the work must 
be complete by the start of Spring Break 2023 
at the latest.



December 1, 2022 Island Moon B 15

Rockport Center for the Arts opens 
December 11

Private events Dec. 10 celebrating the new facility 
with public opening Dec. 11  

BBB Scam Alert: Beware of an 
increase in travel scams during 

the holidays

Port Aransas Art Center Events 
for December 2022

December 1-3

12/1  Thursday –Watercolor with Jane 10-1PM $25/30
12/2  First Friday Reception  5:30-7:30PM 
12/2  Friday-Sip and Shop 11-5PM Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing 
stroll through the art center. 
12/3  Saturday –Creative Printmaking  12-3:00PM  $55/50. 
12/3  Saturday-Sip and Shop Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the Art center 11-5PM. 

December 5-10    
12/5  Monday- Fundamentals of Art with Dylan  1-4:00PM  $30/35 	
	      
12/6  Tuesday -Acrylic Fluid Art  with Vanessa   12-3:00PM  $65/70
12/7  Wednesday- Beginning Oils with Dylan 12-3:00PM $40/45 
12/8  Thursday- Watercolor with Jane 10-1:00PM $25/30 
12/9  Friday- Sip and Shop Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the art center 11-5:00PM. 
12/10  Saturday – Kids Art Class  11-1:00PM  $50/55.
12/10  Saturday- Sip and Shop Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the art center 11-5:00PM.  

December12-17 
12/12 Monday -Fundamentals of Art with Dylan 1-4:00PM $30/35 
12/13 Tuesday-Acrylic Fluid Art with Vanessa 12-3:00PM $65/70
12/16 Friday Photography with John 9-11PM $25/30.  
12/16 Friday Sip and Shop Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the art center 
12/17 Saturday Creative Printmaking 12-3:00PM   $50/55. 
12/17 Saturday Family Art Day with Anita- 1-3:00PM.   FREE
12/17 Saturday Sip and Shop- Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the art center.
 

December 19-24
12/19 Monday- Fundamentals of Art w/ Dylan  1-4:00PM  $30/35	              
12/20 Tuesday-Acrylic Fluid Art w/ Vanessa 12-3:00PM  $65/70 
12/21 Friday- Beginning Oils with Dylan 12-3:00PM $40/45		
	      
12/23 Friday- Sip and Shop  Enjoy a glass of wine & a relaxing stroll 
through the art center 11-5:00PM
12/24 Saturday – Kids Art Class  12-3:00  $50/55. 
12/24 Saturday- Sip and Shop 11-5:00PM Enjoy a glass of wine & a 
relaxing stroll through the art center    

December 25-31
12/25 Sunday Closed
12/26 Monday Closed  
12/30 Friday-Sip and Shop 11-5:00PM Enjoy a glass of wine & a 
relaxing stroll through the art center  
12/ 31 Saturday-Sip and Shop 11-5:00PM Enjoy a glass of wine & a 
relaxing stroll through the art center   

The Rockport Center for the Arts (RCA) this 
week announced official opening plans for 
its new 14,000-square-foot visual arts and 
education building located at 204 S. Austin St. 
in the heart of downtown Rockport.
 
The new RCA, a partnership with the City of 
Rockport, will officially open to the public 
on Sunday, December 11, at noon, with a 
ceremonial ribbon cutting and invitation-only 
activities taking place Saturday evening, Dec. 
10, as part of the Rockport Center for the Arts 
Grand Opening Festivities, presented by PNC 
Bank. 
 
“We are so pleased and proud to be opening 
this amazing new facility,” said Luis Purón, 
executive director for RCA. “Our membership, 
the community, and others throughout Texas 
at large have been so supportive of our efforts 
to rebuild following the destruction brought by 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017; this is a testament to 
their efforts and we are so grateful.” 
 

As the holidays approach, many Americans 
are beginning to look at their holiday traveling 
plans and deciding the best, and most 
affordable, way to visit family and friends. 
 
BBB historically receives a large influx of 
reports regarding travel scams around the 
holidays and provides the following data 
from BBB Scam Tracker: 
 

·	 In 2021, $360,000 was reported 
lost to travel scams from October-
December, accounting for 35% of all 
money lost to travel scams for the 
entire year. 

·	BBB’2 2021 Scam Tracker Risk 
Report ranked travel scams among 
the 10 riskiest consumer scams in 
2021 with a median loss of $700 per 
report. 

·	While median loss decreased 
between 2020 and 2021, exposure, 
the likelihood of encountering 
a scam, and susceptibility, the 
likelihood to lose money to a scam, 
both increased. 

 
In addition to the threat of con artists posing as 
legitimate travel companies or rental agencies, 
prospective travelers also must contend with 
airline labor shortages, increased oil prices and 
reduced fleets of rental vehicles from reputable 
lenders. 
 
As travelers solidify their plans and contact 
rental locations, travel agencies or hotels, BBB 
cautions Texas residents to be careful when 
interacting with anyone who uses aggressive 
sales tactics or promotes a deal that seems too 
good to be true. BBB recommends booking 
and scheduling travel plans as far in advance as 
possible to avoid allowing a sense of urgency 
to distract from thoroughly investigating a 
business’s claim, advertisement or deal to 
determine its legitimacy. 
 
To assist consumers in identifying and 
avoiding the most common travel scams, BBB 
provides the following brief descriptions of 
the top five most-reported travel scams:
 

·	 Vacation rental con. These con 
artists lure in vacationers with 
the promise of low fees and great 
amenities. The "owner” creates a 
false sense of urgency – such as 
telling potential clients that another 
vacationer is interested in the rental 
– to get payment up before doing 
sufficient research or questioning the 
legitimacy of the ad.

·	 “Free” vacation scams. When a 
cruise or travel company advertises 
a vacation as “free,” it does not 
necessarily mean the trip is without 
cost or restrictions. Watch out for 
add-on fees for air transportation, 
port charges, taxes, tips and other 
undisclosed fees.

·	 Hotel scams. When staying in a 
hotel, beware of scammers who use 
various techniques to obtain 
credit card information, including 
fake front desk calls, “free” wi-fi 
connections and fake food delivery. 

·	 Third-party booking site scams. If 
you book your airfare, hotel or 
other travel through a third-party 
website, be sure to use caution. BBB 

 
Located one block from Aransas Bay, the 
1.2-acre site is the first original facility to be 
built for the celebrated 53-year-old non-
profit organization. Award-winning Richter 
Architects of Corpus Christi designed the 
new coastal contemporary facility, with 
Teal Construction Company, of Houston 
and Corpus Christi, serving as the general 
contractor for the project. 
 
The new $12.5 million campus includes the 
two-story, 14,000-square-foot visual arts and 
art education building, serving as the home 
to hallmark art programs with four spacious 
galleries and five classrooms, as well as The 
Rockport Conference Center (The ROCC), 
an adjacent 8,000-square-foot conference and 
event center on the RCA campus, which hosted 
the Nov. 10–13 Rockport Film Festival as its 
inaugural event. 

Scam Tracker continues to receive 
reports of scammers pretending to 
be online airline ticket brokers. In 
the most common version of the 
scam, travelers pay with a credit 
card and, shortly after making the 
payment, receive a call from the 
company asking to verify name, 
address, banking information or 
other personal details – something a 
legitimate company would never do.

·	 Timeshare reselling cons. A 
timeshare owner looking to sell gets 
a call from someone claiming to be 
a real estate broker or agent. These 
scammers claim to specialize in 
timeshare resales and promise they 
have buyers ready to purchase. To 
secure this service, the scammer 
pressures the target into paying an 
upfront fee. The timeshare owner 
pays up, but the reselling agent never 
delivers.

To avoid becoming a victim of a travel scam 
this holiday season, Better Business Bureau 
recommends prospective travelers follow these 
guidelines:
 

·	 Get trip details in writing. Before 
making a final payment, get all 
the details of the trip in writing. 
Details should include the total cost, 
restrictions, cancellation penalties, 
and names of the airlines and hotels. 
Also, review and keep a copy of the 
airline’s and hotel’s cancellation 
and refund policies and the travel 
agency or booking site's cancellation 
policies.

·	 “Too good to be true” deals. As is 
common in various scams, if the deal 
or discount seems to be too good to 
be true, it probably is. Scammers 
often use this tactic to lure in 
potential victims and use aggressive 
“limited time” language to entice 
travelers to pay before researching 
the business. 

·	 Avoid wiring money or using a 
prepaid debit card. These payments 
are the same as sending cash. Once 
the money is sent, there is no way to 
get it back. Paying with a credit card 
can be disputed and dramatically 
limits liability from a fraudulent 
purchase.

·	 Call the rental owner. If you are 
not using a service that verifies 
properties and owners, do not 
negotiate a rental solely by email. 
Many scammers don’t live locally. 
Speaking with the owner on the 
phone and asking detailed questions 
about the property and local 
attractions will clarify whether the 
listing is genuine. An owner with 
vague answers is a clear red flag.

·	 Unsolicited offers. Be particularly 
cautious if you “win” a free trip 
without entering a contest or 
sweepstakes. This is especially true 
if the offer is time-sensitive and 
requires the consumer to accept and 
pay for the offer immediately or risk 
it going to another “winner.” Check 
the official website of the company 
the offer is originating from to verify 
that it is legitimate. 
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By Ronnie Narmour

ronnienarmour@gmail.com

Three Chords and the Truth

The Gaff
Cold Beer      		 Open Daily at 11 am	 Hot Pizza

Live MusicBelt Sander 
Races

Pot Lucks & Brunch on 
Thanksgiving…

We had one rompin’ stompin’ good time last 
weekend. Just to state the obvious, it was 
Thanksgiving on Thursday and brother did 
me and my Mermaid Gal chow down. We 
went to a couple of pot lucks at Red’s Riviera 
and the Gaff and let me tell you, the spread at 
Red’s was epic. I’m not exaggerating when I 
say they put out a feast to feed an army. I’m 
still full. After Red’s on Thursday we headed 
to the Gaff…. we spent a lot of time there 
this weekend. My beloved island daughter 
Cheyenne (I call her Shiny) has started 
working there and that is a good, good thing. 
She is really a quite excellent cook and has 
started a Sunday brunch with stuff like Deviled 
Eggs Benedict, Monte Cristo Sandwich and 
a delicious Twice Baked Breakfast Potato. It 
reminded me of the times when I first moved 
to Port A in 2008 and lived in my van on the 
beach. I started out writing a View from a Van 
column in the Moon and would go to the Gaff 
every Sunday to get Kiwi’s world famous 
Eggs Benedict and use their facilities. It seems 
only fitting that Shiny would bring back their 
Sunday brunches. And brother let me tell you, 
it was delish. 

Belt Sander Races and Turkey 
Bowling at the Gaff…               

On Saturday we raced my belt sander, the 

Moon Monkey and I actually won my first 
heat after Chris Jordan took a crow bar to 
it. Go figure. I actually won a couple of races 
this time. Surprise surprise!!! And even more 
surprising, one of the Tractor Supply guys 
from AP, Rusty, even offered to set up another 
racer for me with their winning design. YES 
SIR!!! I’m back in the saddle again. I was 
real close to junking my racer all together. 
When Sunday finally came around we hit the 
Gaff again for the big “handing over of the 
bowling pin”. That’s when former Back Porch 
GM Lee Harper graciously handed over the 
symbolic pin to Gaff owner Kip Shannon 
plus the Turkey Bowling Trophy that dates 
back to 2007. I’m mighty proud of that trophy 
since my name appears as the World Champ of 
2012. It was a wonderful day of hanging out 
with our friends and indulging in silly games. 
The Turkey Bowl founder, Susan Powell was 
even there briefly. It’s all because of her. Many 
of the old Back Porch employees were also 
there and the vibe felt right at home. By the 
time the turkey started going mushy, a new 
winner emerged. Tom Ramsden’s name will 
now adorn the 2022 spot on the trophy. Kip 
and Lee deserve a big thank you for making 
this happen. 

Live Music
TONIGHT

Thursday, 
December 1 
Darwin’s Misfits @ 
Gaff
Ron Baker & John 
Dunnaway @ Island 
Wine
Lucy Morrison @ 
Blackbeard’s
Acoustic Open Mic 
@ Rockport Little 
Theater
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Italian
Jerry Ward @ Pelican
Ty Dietz @ Cassidy’s 
Pub
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Italian
Brian Winfrey @ 
Blackbeard’s
Updog, Ambrose 
Brown, Love Again @ 
House of Rock 

Friday, 
December 2 
Billy Snipes @ Gaff
Robin Blue @ 
Scuttlebutt’s
Caleb Navarro, Derek 
& The Nat 20’s  @ 
House of Rock
Groove @ Executive 
Surf Club  
Spazmatics @ Brewster 
Downtown
Chainlinks @ Brewster 
Southside
Michael Burtts Band 
@ Pelican
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Ty Dietz @ Packery 
Bar

Saturday, 
December 3 
Groove @ VFW
Brad Ethridgte @ Gaff
Private Party @ Island 
Wine
Matt Hole @ Packery 
Bar
Bart Crow, The East 
& the Crow @ House 
of Rock
Slaid Cleaves @ Third 
Coast Theater
Eclipse @ Executive 
Surf Club
Triptonite @ Vernon’s
John Cortez @ 
Cassidy’s Pub
OTB @ BUS
High N Dry: Def 
Leppard Tribute @ 
Brewster Downtown
The Max @ Rockit’s
Billy Snipes @ 
Scuttlebutt’s
Splendiferous @ 
Pelican
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Ty Dietx @ Mesquite 
Inn

Sunday, 
December 4
The Browns @ Island 
Wine
Tumble Dry Low @ 
Bernie’s
Jerry Ward @ Pelican
Sensi Trails, The 
Happys @ House of 
Rock 
Jennifer Gayle Bradley 
@ Blackbeard’s
Ty Dietz @ Kody’s

Monday, 
December 5
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Tuesday, 
December 6
Open Mic @ House of 
Rock
Chuck Almarez  @ 
Blackbeard’s
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s
Jerry Ward @ Pelican 
Eclipse @ Cassidy’s Pub

Wednesday, 
December 7
Riptide @ VFW
Singer Songwriter Open 
Mic @ Island Wine
Damon Scott @ Pelican
Billy Snipes @ 
Scuttlebutt’s
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Thursday, 
December 8
Ron Baker & Jon 
Dunaway @ Island Wine
Splendiferous @ 
Brewster Downtown
Acoustic Open Mic @ 
Rockport Little Theater
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Friday, 
December 9
Brad Ethridge @ Gaff
ChillBillies @ Legends, 
Fulton
Bri Bagwell @ Third 
Coast Theater
JonMikael MREZ @ 
Pelican
Kolby Cooper, Huser 
Bros @ Brewster 
Downtown
18 Hours @ Rockit’s
JonMikael Mrez @ 
Pelican
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Saturday, 
December 10
BELT SANDER RACES 
(3 PM) @ Gaff
Coastal  Benders @ 
Island Wine
LA PASADA @ Padre 
Island
Radney Foster @ Third 
Coast Theater
OTB @ Rialto Theater 
AP
The Groove @ Rockit’s
Triptonite, Corpus 
Creepys, Crucial Riddim 
@ House of Rock 
Starlite & the 
Moonbeams @ Vernon’s
Jam Council @ 
Executive Surf Club
Rusell Boyd’s Sing-
Along Piano Bar @ 
Brewster Downtown
The Groove @ Rockit’s
Chainlinks @ Pelican
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
J.R. Cole @ Sarita Farms

Peaches is in line at this year's Pot 
Luck Thankgiving Dinner at Red's. 

And the 2022 Turkey Bowl winner 
is.... Tom Ramsden is presented this 

year's trophy by Kip and Lee. 

West Coast Ska Band, Sensi Trails 
will play the House of Rock on 

Sunday.

Paula Rose shows her Sandy Strands 
jewelry at the Holiday Market in Port 

A last weekend. 

Timmy baby here we come…

Me and my Mermaid Gal plan to take a 
little vaycay to Mexico on the week before 
Christmas. Our fiend, Tim Everett and his 
sons Austin and Adam, who used to own the 
Port A Beer Hut and sold it to buy a beach 
resort in Trocones on the Pacific Coast. I have 
an airline credit that I need to use or it will 
expire. I spent a week in Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo 
back in the 80’s. I remember catching a big 
sail fish in a tiny boat and I remember sitting 
at the water’s edge with my toes in the water 
when a big wave came out of nowhere and 
rolled me across a bunch of coral where a 
kazillion Spiny Urchins proceeded to break off 
under my skin. I actually got pretty sick from 
it and picked them out with tweezers swearing 
I’d never do that again… well that and never 
eat conch ceviche off a street vendor. But 
other than that, it was a good trip.

Scattered shots…

There was a new fellow on stage at the Gaff 
on Saturday by the name of Carson Miller 

who impressed Kip. Kip’s story goes that 
this young man wandered into our favorite 
Pirate Bar with little more than a guitar and 
a business card. Kip hired him on the spot, 
sight unseen. He said Carson had sold him the 
minute he pulled out his business card figuring 
that he must be good since he had a guitar and 
a business card. On Sunday my amigo Billy 
Snipes had the honor of playing the festivities. 
We also got over to the Holiday Market in the 
Civic Center on Saturday to see our friend 
Paula Rose who makes mind blowing jewelry 
and beach décor from shells and other marine 
debris which she finds on our area beaches. 
I also ran into photographer Frieda Greene, 
Barbara Creager (aka: Mum) who was 
showing her hand stitched patchwork quilts 
plus Frankie and Joanie of Frankie’s Kitchen 
fame also had some beautiful jewelry on 
display.

DO NOT MISS LIST  
Coming this weekend…

We have more good stuff coming your way 
this weekend. On Thursday it’s Ron Baker 

& John Dunnaway at Island Wine. Ron is 
an excellent guitarist who played guitar ten 
years with Charlie Pride. Also on Thursday 
the Gaff will host fundraiser for Operation 
Santa Clause with Darwin’s Misfits featuring 
Father James Derkits on guitar and vocals. 
On Friday it’s Billy Snipes at the Gaff and 
on Saturday its Brad Ethridge playing the 
Gaff, Also on Saturday Island Wine has a 
private party and the Groove will play the 
VFW; Slaid Cleaves will play the Third Coast 
Theater, Bart Crow is at the House of Rock 
and Brewster Street Downtown will have a 
Deg Leppard tribute band with High and 
Dry. On Sunday the Browns play Island Wine 
and Matt Hole will play Packery Bar plus the 
great West Coast reggae/ska band Sensi Trails 
along with The Happy will play the House of 
Rock. That ought to hold you for a spell. Be 
safe out there.

♫♪♫ And, that’s the truth ♫♪♫

Billy Snipes played the Gaff's Turkey 
Bowl last Sunday.

Carson Miller played the Gaff last 
Saturday.

Former Islander Tim Everitt and his 
tribe at his resort at Bajito Bay in 

Trocones, Mexico.


