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By Dale Rankin

The Chamber of Commerce Weath-
er has arrived even after a dire
prediction by the Weather Wonks
that the humidity would be so high
it would bring Air You Can Wear
which fortunately didn’t materialize
since we saw very few curly headed
people Around The Island under
the Waxing Gibbous Moon. A cool
front is scheduled for next week so
we got that going for us.

Season of the Square Fish

It’s been a busy season for Square
Fish as there have been more than
a few reports of Islanders finding
bundles of contraband washed up
hereabouts. Padre Island National
Seashore reports that Border Patrol
agents recovered two bundles of
cocaine down island while out on
patrol and Corpus Christi Police
records show a similar discovery re-
cently. Just the latest reminder that
we live in a smuggling lane here on
our little sandbar.

Slappin’ skeeters...

If you are reading this on Thursday
or Friday keep an eye out for Vector
Control as city crews are scheduled
to spray Flour Bluff on Thursday
and The Island on Friday. Vector
Control sounds rather ominous and
Darth Vaderish for a fellow driving
around in a truck with smoke com-
ing out the back (that doesn’t come
from the tailpipe) and with Hallow-
een coming up it put us in mind of
Riley P. Dog back in the foggy past
when he was disguised as Vector
Control and seemed curious but
mostly unconcerned about the cloud
emerging from his posterior end.
He won the Back Porch Bar dog
costume that year and there were
few mosquito bites reported.

Nightmare on Jackfish

Halloween has arrived early for
some Island drivers in the form of
tickets for going the wrong way on
Jackfish Avenue which is one-way
during construction. According to
the recipients the fines increase

for going the wrong way “with
construction crews present.” As

it turns out the wheels of justice
assume that if it is a work zone
then workers are present around the
clock and the burden of proof is on
the scofflaw to prove they were not
there, so if you plan on driving the
wrong way on Jackfish at least keep
your dashcam on to preserve the
evidence.

The businesses along the SPID
Access Road where traffic has been
reduced to southbound only are
anxiously waiting for the work to
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Island Short-Term Rental C

set for Court November 2

By Dale Rankin

Home builder Mike Mostaghasi
who has been operating Short-
Term Rental houses on Padre
Island since January in violation
of city ordinances is scheduled for
a bench trial in municipal court
on November 2. As of mid-week
no time for the proceedings was
listed on the court docket.
Mostaghasi said he will go to
court to challenge the ban on leas-

ing houses for overnight stay in
Island residential neighborhoods.
Mostaghasi said he has been offer-
ing three houses on Padre Island in
neighborhoods zoned RS-6 which
includes most Island residential ar-
eas, as overnight stay destinations
for several months and has been
fined by the City of Corpus Christi
and now he plans to go to court to
have the city ban on Short-Term
Rentals (STR) overturned.

A total of 72 citations are listed on
city records against Mostaghasi
and were scheduled to go to court
on October 19, however, that date
was moved to November 2. City
records show that city inspectors
have issued Mr. Mostaghasi cita-
tions for either operating the STR
in residential Island neighbor-
hoods or advertising them, which

STRs cont. on A5

Flannngos in Port A!

It’s been said that it is truly an ill
wind that doesn’t blow somebody
some good and that is the case
with Hurricane Idalia that swept
across Florida in late August and
blew this pair of flamingos into
the Port Aransas Nature Preserve.
Like many of us who came down
for a few days and never left the
birds seem to like it and are stick-
ing around.

Photo by Paula Baker

Flamingos spotted at Robert’s
Point By Christopher Saenz-
Olvera

A Chance t0 Vote for Lower Taxes
State Proposition 4 offers lower Property Taxes if approved

By Dale Rankin

It isn’t often that voters in Texas
get a chance to go to the polls

and vote to lower their Property
Taxes but that opportunity is in
front of voters in the November 7
election with Early Voting already
underway. The question posed by
long-time Islander Ralph Coker
goes right to the point.

Dale, our property tax went down
37% this year. Thats too good to

be true. What's the catch?
Ralph Coker

We know it sounds like Crazy Talk
Ralph but there are actually two
things driving down the size of
the Property Tax checks we write
this year. But as we often say here-
abouts the Large Print doth
giveth while the small print doth
taketh away...

First, the Corpus Christi City

Council in its August 29
meeting — coincidentally or
maybe not a day before the
Full Moon — voted to take
two actions that effectively
cut city Property Taxes by
10% by raising the reduction
in appraised property val-

ue for city tax calculations
from the previous 10% to

Taxes cont. on AS

A little Island history

The Dredging of Packery Channel

By Dale Rankin

With a dredging project about

to begin in Packery Channel

we take a look back at how the
channel was originally dredged
and at later dredging projects that
have helped to keep sand on the
Michael J. Ellis Beach.

It all began on April 7, 2001 when
37,033 voters in Corpus Christi
went to the polls and approved
the Storm Damage Reduction and
Environmental Restoration Proj-
ect which we now call Packery
Channel.

The plan was to reopen the recur-
ring natural pass to the Gulf of
Mexico to spur growth along the
Michael J. Ellis Seawall where

History cont. on page A8

Packery Channel on 6-14-05

Wildflowers by Steve Coons

By the numbers...
Island Early
Voting turnout
second highest
in the County

After two days of Early Voting
in the November 7 election 226
voters had cast ballots at the
Island polling location at Island
Presbyterian Church, making it
the second highest turnout in the
county. A total of 1845 votes had
been cast when the polls closed
Tuesday night with Early Voting
continuing through November 3.
As of Tuesday the next highest
turnout was at the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing Center with 369, fol-
lowed by the Island location, third
was Nueces County Courthouse
where 211 votes were cast, 151
votes had been cast at the Ethel
Eyerly Senior Center in Flour
Bluff.
By the numbers

In the last two similar Joint
Constitutional Elections in 2021
and 2022 here is how the two
precincts on The Island voted
in comparison to countywide
votes. Keep in mind that these are
countywide numbers and while
all of Nueces County will vote in
the Constitutional Amendments
on the current ballot only those
in the City of Corpus Christi will
vote on Proposition A.

2023 Joint Constitutional Elec-
tion/Proposition A City Election
(First two days of Early Voting.
Note: The numbers for the state
constitutional election and the city
election are not listed separately.
211,500 total registered voters
countywide

Voting cont. on A3

By the numbers

Padre Island
Real Estate
Activity
September 1 —
September 15

Interior Lot Homes Sold
15722 Escapade Street
16121 Jessamine Street
15705 Cuttysark Street
13930 Sea Horse Avenue
15718 Dyna Street_
51 Interior Lot Homes Listed
From $318,800.00 to $870,000.00

Waterfront Homes Sold

15345 Isabella Court
16029 Cuttysark Street
13910 Isla Colon
48 Waterfront Homes Listed From
$479,900.00 to $2,495,000.00_

Real Estate cont. on A5
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Letters to the Editor

Texas Fatals

Driving on busy roads in our state’s oil and
gas production areas can be both challeng-
ing and dangerous. Energy exploration and
production across Texas requires many large
trucks and heavy tankers, and drivers should
take extra care to safely share the road with
these vehicles.

In 2022, more than 78,000 traffic crashes
occurred in the state’s five main energy
sectors—the Permian Basin, Eagle Ford
Shale, Barnett Shale, Anadarko Basin and
the Haynesville/Bossier Shale—resulting
in 1,072 fatalities last year. These traffic
deaths accounted for nearly 25% of the
state’s total traffic fatalities last year.

Failure to control speed and driver inatten-
tion are ranked as the top two contributing
factors in crashes in the five main energy
regions.

With all of this in mind, TxDOT is launch-
ing its new statewide ‘“Be Safe. Drive
Smart” campaign this week and urging
motorists to stay alert and drive at a safe
speed in our state’s oil and gas producing
arcas. TxDOT is also investing heavily to
improve mobility and safety on roadways
impacted by traffic in the state’s five energy
producing regions. Over the next 10 years,
TxDOT is planning to invest a historic
level of $19.2 billion in rural areas through
the 2024 Unified Transportation Program
(UTP). This shows TxDOT’s commitment
to building and maintaining a safe and
efficient transportation system in all parts of
the state.

Nov. 7, 2000, was the last deathless day on
Texas roadways.

Best,
Jeff Salzgeber
Sherry Matthews Group, for TxDOT

T AM WHEEL. HEAR ME SQUEAK.
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November 11, 2023

In America, Veterans Day is the day in
which we reflect and honor the sacrifice,
service, and dedication of the men and
women who have served in the U.S. Armed
Forces. November 11 is a time to appreciate
and honor all who served in the military—
whether serving here at home or overseas.

This day serves as a reminder of the true
meaning of the phrase, service before self.
To commit to service in the military is to
pledge oneself to a cause greater than an
individual. To serve is to set aside one’s per-
sonal motivations for the betterment of all.

Veterans Day originates from Armistice
Day, World War I, Nov. 11, 1918. From
those who fought to create our great nation,
to those who are currently deployed, we
owe a permanent debt of gratitude.

The Lone Star State is home to more veter-
ans than any other state. The Texas Veterans
Commission is here to ensure veterans
receive the benefits they have earned and
connect with services and resources they
may need.

May we always remember veterans’ self-
lessness, commitment to duty, and service
to all Americans. Showing appreciation can
be as simple as saying thank you for your
service.

Laura Koerner
Texas Veterans Commission
Chairwoman and U.S. Navy Veteran
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Elephants and donkeys seldom agree

Manned and Unmanned
Aircraft to Share Air
Space at Corpus Christi
International Airport

Manned and unmanned aircraft will be
able to share air space at Corpus Christi
International Airport under the terms of an
agreement signed this week by the City of
Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University,
and Corpus Christi Lone Star Unmanned
Aircraft System Center of Excellence and
Innovation (LSUASC) and the Corpus
Christi International Airport (CCIA).

The agreement enables simultaneous oper-
ations of manned and unmanned aircraft at
the airport and within its airspace.

“We are the first airport of our size to have
unmanned and manned aircraft flying side
by side,” said Kevin Smith, Director of Avi-
ation at CCIA. “We are thrilled to welcome
the Lone Star UAS program to our campus,
and we look forward to the work that we’ll
do together.”

The LSUASC is one of seven Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) Unmanned
Aircraft System (UAS) test sites in the
United States and was established in the
Fall of 2013 as a research center at Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Voting cont. from Al

1845 votes cast countywide in first two
days of voting

12% of votes cast on first day of Early
Voting were from The Island

226 Island votes cast in first two days of
voting

151 Flour Bluff votes cast in first two days
of voting

2022 Joint Constitutional Election
211,202 registered voters in Nueces Coun-
ty

9801(4.64%) total countywide voters cast
ballots

1280 Countywide votes cast in first two
days of Early Voting/Mail In

110 Island votes cast in first two days of
voting

69 Flour Bluff votes cast in first two
days of voting

8550 registered Island voters

906 (10.5%) Island votes cast

2021 Joint Constitutional Election
207,477 registered voters in Nueces
County

11,687 (5.63%) voted countywide

906 Countywide vote in first day of Early
Voting/Mail In

109 Island votes cast in first day of voting
81 Flour Bluff votes cast in first day of
voting

8467 registered Island voters

1027 (12.2%) Island votes cast

6% of countywide votes cast on first day
of Early Voting were from The Island
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Football,

Hearing the recent howls over Michigan
football and calls to cancel a winning coach,
I’m reminded of a quote from the Bobfa-
ther. I don t expect to win enough games to
be put on NCAA probation. I just want to
win enough to warrant an investigation.

How ironic that today, Husker fans have
been down so low that many are celebrating
a rather ugly win to reach a 4-3 record. Like
me, many have bowl-game sugar plums
dancing in our heads. It feels good to have
a diversion that temporarily sets aside the
troubles of the world. TGIF

Tom Cullinan (Harry Husker, 1970)

I just read the October 20 issue.

Dale Rankin wrote in “Around the Island”
that school vouchers would generate addi-
tional money for schools. School vouch-

ers won’t go to school districts. Instead,
they will go to parents who wish to take
their child out of public school and go to

a private or parochial school, thus taking
enrollment away from the public school,
and therefore, taking money away. Vouchers
of $8000 won’t go anywhere near paying
annual tuition at most private or parochi-

al schools. Vouchers will award families
$8000 to use for private education.

Please verify....

Thank you.

Penny Pillack, Retired public school teacher
and principal

Editor’s note: You are correct Penny, as
stated last week the vouchers would allow
parents to use them to send kids to charter
schools like Seashore Charter Schools. The
amount of the voucher for each student
would be $8000 which is an increase over
the current $6500 per student provided by
state funds.

Proposition A

Thanks to the Nueces County Republi-
can Party for opposing Proposition A.
If approved, it would be a $1 Billion
waste of tax revenue. The present con-
vention center lost $14.5 Million of tax
revenue in 2021-2022. It has probably
lost $50 Million plus over the last 20
years. The VCC director and board are
out of control and wasting $ Millions of
HOT and PPID funding each year. The
VCC does not represent the interests of
the hotels, which are the source of their
funding. After defeating Proposition A,
I hope your party will help us clean up
the VCC and city council.

Ralph Coker
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Senior Moments

By Dotson Lewis

Dotson s Note: Hans von Kaltenborn gen-
erally known as H. V. Kaltenborn, was an
American radio commentator. He was heard
regularly on the radio for over 30 years,
beginning with CBS in 1928. He was known
for his highly precise diction, his ability to
ad-lib, and his depth of knowledge of world
affairs. Kaltenborn was born in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, and grew up in Merrill, Wiscon-
sin. He began his career as a newspaper
reporter, but moved to radio when it began
to establish itself as a bona fide source of
news. Thanks to Dotson G. Lewis Sr. and
the Merrill Advocate for the facts contained
in this report and to the Merrill Advocate
for the photos.

HYV Kaltenborn
When he was 19, he ran away from home
and joined the 4th Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry Regiment to fight in the Spanish—
American War. The war ended two months
after his enlistment before the regiment
could go overseas, however. Kaltenborn
wrote articles from his training camp for the
Wisconsin newspaper the Merrill Advocate,
becoming editor of the paper following his
demobilization.

He left the Advocate to spend time in Eu-
rope; returning to take a job with the Brook-
Iyn Daily Eagle. At 24, he went to college,
enrolling as a special student at Harvard
University. When he finished, he returned
to the Eagle, traveling during summers to
distant locales.

Anti-German sentiment during World War I
motivated Kaltenborn to change his byline
from Hans von Kaltenborn to H. V. Kalten-
born. He was no relation to General Hans
von Kaltenborn-Stachau, a former Prussian
Minister of War.

Called the “Dean” of radio commentators
by Edward R. Murrow and others, Kalten-
born addressed the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce while speaking from an experi-
mental station in Newark, N.J. on April 21,
1921 where the group had assembled there
to see the new invention of radio. A year
later on April 4, 1922, he made the first of
what later became a regular series of radio
talks on current events. Kaltenborn called
them the “first spoken editorials ever heard
by a radio audience.”

Kaltenborn was one of the first news
readers to provide analysis and insight into
current news stories. His vast knowledge
of foreign affairs and international politics
amply equipped him for covering crises in
Europe and the Far East in the 1930s. His
vivid reporting of the Spanish Civil War and
the Czech crisis of 1938 helped establish
the credibility of radio news in the public
mind and helped to overcome the nation’s
isolationist sensibilities. As authors Chris-
topher H. Sterling and John M. Kittross
wrote, Kaltenborn reported on the Spanish
Civil War “while hiding in a haystack be-
tween the two armies. Listeners in America
could hear bullets hitting the hay above him
while he spoke.”

Radio historian James F. Widner described
Kaltenborn’s skill as a news analyst:

“Kaltenborn was known as a commentator
who never read from a script. His ‘talks’
were extemporaneous|[ly] created from
notes he had previously written. His anal-
ysis was welcomed into homes especially
during the war and the time leading up to
America’s entry into it. He had an inter-
national reputation and was able to speak
intelligently about events because he had
interviewed many of those involved.” From
the contacts he developed in his travels
and his ability to speak fluent German and
French, Kaltenborn seemed chosen for the
role he developed at CBS. One of his most
famous periods was during the Munich
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H. V. Kaltenborn-The Best
of The Best

crisis in 1938. Much of what listeners heard
was Kaltenborn speaking without script
even after sometimes having been up for
most of a night covering the breaking news.
Some claimed that when Kaltenborn was
awakened during the Munich vigil, one
merely had to utter Munich and Kaltenborn
could talk for hours on the subject.

Kaltenborn joined NBC in 1940. On elec-
tion night in 1948, he and Bob Trout, a for-
mer CBS colleague, were at the NBC news
desk to broadcast the returns of the White
House race between President Harry S.
Truman and challenger Thomas E. Dewey.
Throughout the evening, the returns were
too close to call. As the evening progressed,
Kaltenborn could see a swing in Dewey’s
favor. It was enough for him to project
Dewey the winner, although the returns
were still close. What Kaltenborn did not
foresee was another swing in the votes
going to Truman. As evening turned to early
morning, Kaltenborn retracted his original
projection and announced Truman as the
winner.

On his newscast, Kaltenborn described
how Truman did an impersonation of the
journalist describing how he (Truman) was
losing the election. Kaltenborn later stated,
“We can all be human with Truman. Beware
of that man in power who has no sense of
humor”.

Another incident of embarrassment came
when Dizzy Dean was Kaltenborn’s guest
on the program. Exasperated by Dean
mispronouncing his name, Kaltenborn
decided to throw the pitcher a curve and
asked him what he would do about Russia,
Dean didn’t miss a beat. He said, “I’d take
some bats and balls and gloves and sneak
them behind the Iron Curtain and teach
them Rooshin kids how to play baseball.
Why if Joe Stallion knowed how much
money there was in concessions, he’d get
out of politics and into an honest business”.
Though Kaltenborn left full-time broad-
casting in 1953, he provided analyses
during NBC’s television coverage of the
Republican and Democratic conventions in
1956. Those live newscasts were anchored
by Chet Huntley and David Brinkley in
their first on-air pairing. Kaltenborn was in
his mid-seventies when the television age
arrived, and some see his time in TV as a
disappointment. Forever the radio news-
man, Kaltenborn would report everything,
including the movements of the subject he
was describing, despite the fact that millions
of people were watching it.
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Kaltenborn was also a regular panelist on
the NBC television series Who Said That?,
in which a panel of celebrities attempt to
determine the speaker of a quotation from
recent news reports.

Dotson’s Other Note: Kaltenborn (July 9,
1878 — June 14, 1965), had very specific
views about radio s role in presenting the
news. Later in life he wrote on the subject
in many of his books. He was one of four
Jjournalists who portrayed themselves in the
1951 film The Day the Earth Stood Still.
Kaltenborn also appears as himself'in the
1939 Frank Capra film Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington. In 1944 Kaltenborn received
the Alfred I. DuPont Award. The National
Radio Hall of Fame inducted him in 2011.
Do any of you older Moon Monkeys remem-
ber him?

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The week-

ly Veterans Round Table meetings are on
Thursdays 9-11AM. All veterans, their
families and anyone interested in veterans’
activities, are invited. The meeting location
is at Del Mar College, Center for Economic
Development, 3209 S. Staples. (Across from
Ray High School). Also, the Veterans Radio
Round Table is on the air on KEYS AM 1440
& 98.7 FM, 8 — 10 a.m., Saturdays. Please
listen and call in or text. The listener/text
line is: 361-882-5397. Its your two hours,

please let us hear from you.

Taxes cont. from Al

20% thus reducing the amount of city Prop-
erty Tax owed.

In addition homeowners over 65 years of
age also got an additional reduction in their
appraised value for city Property Taxes
from the previous $50,000 to $62,500 with
both changes reflected in the change in City
Property Tax owed in the tax notices going

out now. That’s the Large Print. ..
now for the smail print. ..

The cuts described above would/will cut $9
million off of the total amount of Property
Tax revenue collected by the city in Fiscal
Year 2024-2025, but not to fear the city
will not go broke! The council approved a
budget for the new fiscal year that is just
under a seven percent increase in the No
New Tax number...that is to say the city’s
tax levy is up almost 7% in spite of the
cuts in appraised value. The reason for the
lower numbers in the tax notices on The
Island is that the median home price for the
entire city of Corpus Christi is $307,000
while the median price of an Island home
as of September, 2023 is $414,900 so the
20 percent reduction in appraised value is
more pronounced for Island taxpayers, not
to mention our higher percentage of home-
owners over 65 year of age. So while the
city council raised the amount of the Prop-
erty Tax levy citywide some of the burden
which has continuously shifted to Island
homeowners over the decades — including
a 27.5% increase in 2022 alone — found its

way OTB.

Proposition 4 - a good reason to
vote...

The second reason for lower tax bills is

to be found on the Texas Constitutional
Amendment ballot now being voted on in
Early Voting for the November 7 election.
There are several items on the ballot that
have little or nothing to do with The Island
and in most of the constitutional amendment
elections that appear on the ballot every two
years after each session of the Texas Legis-
lature pass by a healthy margin. But there is
an item on this ballot that we Islanders very
much need to make sure passes. Proposition
4 reads as follows:

Proposition 4 — HJR 2 “The constitutional
amendment to authorize the legislature to
establish a temporary limit on the maximum
appraised value of real property other than
a residence homestead for ad valorem tax
purposes, to increase the amount of the
exemption from ad valorem taxation by

a school district applicable to residence
homesteads from $40,000 to $100,000;

to adjust the amount of the limitation on
school district ad valorem taxes imposed
on the residence homesteads of the elderly
or disabled to reflect increases in certain
exemption amounts, to except certain
appropriations to pay for ad valorem tax
relief from the constitutional limitation on
the rate of growth of appropriations, and

to authorize the legislature to provide for

a four-year term of office for a member of
the board of directors of certain appraisal
districts.”

What it means: Because Texas has no

state income tax (and we are not advocating
for one) our state has some of the highest
property taxes in the nation and across the
state and on The Island as well about half
of those Property Taxes are paid to school
districts (in our case Flour Bluff ISD but not
Seashore Charter Schools). To provide some
tax relief in this past session the Texas Leg-
islature approved a $12.7 billion package
that would send $7.1 billion in state money
to school districts so they can lower their

(
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property tax rates. The amendment now on
the ballot would also raise the state’s school
district homestead exemption — or the slice
of a home’s value that can’t be taxed to

pay for public schools — from $40,000 to
$100,000 meaning homeowners can reduce
the amount of appraised value for tax pur-
poses by $60,000 thus accounting for the
second part — along with the city appraisal
reduction — of the lower tax bill you now
hold in your hand.

Further, the amendment would authorize the
state legislature to limit the annual appraisal
increase on non-homestead real property;
exclude appropriations made to increase
state education funding from the state ap-
propriations limit. All good news for Island

taxpayers.

That’s the Large Print...now
for the small print...

The taxes-owed number reflected in the
notices now arriving in mail boxes has the
reductions in school taxes (which will be
replaced by state funds) and the increases
in the appraisal number for tax purpos-

es already baked in. Taxing entities are
assuming that taxpayers/voters will vote
their interest and approve the reductions
included in the Proposition 4 now before
voters and reduced the taxes-owned number
in the current tax notices accordingly. Once
again due to the increase of 20% and up

in appraised value on The Island that we
see every year these reductions will benefit
Island homeowners more than some other
areas — unless. ..

If through apathy or some unforeseen Act of
Political Nature state Proposition 4 is voted
down then...you will get a second notice
demanding more money since the reduc-
tions would be taken off the books.

But there is more...

There is one more thing included in the cur-
rent state ballot that is not reflected in the
tax numbers but equally important. Included
in the ballot language is a plank that would
allow voters to elect three members to their
local appraisal district’s board of directors,
which are currently appointed, in counties
with 75,000 or more population. Anyone
who has ever appealed their tax appraisal
should appreciate that. Note the elected
members would be on the Appraisal District
Board of Directors, not the Appraisal Revue
Board, but at least it gives voters a chance
to be heard.

Further the amendment also includes other
tax reforms, including a temporary limit

on appraisals for commercial, mineral and
residential properties that don’t receive a
homestead exemption that are worth less
than $5 million. (Read: rental property). If
voters approve the idea, appraisal districts
could not raise the taxable value of those
properties by more than 20% each year for
the next three years. The limit would expire
in 2026 unless lawmakers and voters decide
to extend it. The amendment would also ex-
pand the pool of businesses that don’t have
to pay the state’s franchise tax.

So all of that taken together is why your tax
bill is down 37% - unless of course the state
amendment fails at the polls...if ever there
was a time for Islanders to vote this is it.
Keep in mind all these changes are unrelat-
ed to the City of Corpus Christi Proposition
A regarding city Sales Tax. Early Voting
continues through Friday, November 3™ and
Election Day is Tuesday, November 7. Vote
early and vote often or give up your right to
complain about rising taxes.

Thanks for writing Ralph, we hope that
helps.

THANK YOU FOR STICKING WITH US
THROUGH THE LONG HOT SUMMER!
AS ATHANK YOU WE’LL HAVE HALF
OFF EVERYTHING THIS FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY, OCT. 27TH AND 28TH.

We have new A/C’s a huge TV wall and free popcorn too. We promise

not to let you down again so come on in and check out the new changes

at our re-grand opening this weekend. Travis Klaus, Owner, The Slip
15037 SPID
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Walking the Texas Coast
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Jay and Chrissy Kleberg passed through
Padre Island last week on a 370 mile walk
along the Texas Coast from the Sabine
River to the Rio Grande in twenty days.
Along the way they interviewed residents
and scientists including Jace Tunnel from
the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of
Mexico Studies at Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Corpus Christi.

They walked the length of San Jose Island
this week, paddled their kayak across Pack-
ery Channel, and headed south through
Padre Island National Seashore on their
way to the state’s southern border.

“We grew up in Texas and have traveled
and worked in conservation all over the
state and western hemisphere. So much
growth and so much of our natural assets

.

are on our coast,” Chrissy said. “Jay took
on a new position at the Gulf of Mexico
Trust, and we thought that a tour of the
coast would help better understand the
changes of occurring, the communities, and
the issues. The more we researched it, we
realized that no one had hiked the entire
length of Texas’ seven barrier islands.
When we mentioned it to our filmmaking
friends, they suggested that we document
our journey and the team at Austin PBS
offered to be our broadcast distribution
partner.”

Their trek will be chronicled in a film
called Chasing the Tide which will air on
Public Television in August, 2024 across
the state.

—

[ TEXAS

=L

¢ | ——— PADRE ISLAND

yi— BRALOS ISLAND

G’_ MATAGORDA ISLAND
(AN JoSE ISLAND

MUSTANG ISLAND

FOLLET'S ISLAND

éﬁ.

U 1. SANINE LANE

1 GALVESTON BAY
L] MATAGORRM BRY
4 SAK ANTONID BAY
S CORPYS CHBISTI BAY
& EAFFIN BAY
. LNCUNA MAURE

E) EGUMA L UIMIRT 2oy

STRs cont. from Al

is also a violation of city ordinance, since
January, 16, 2023. The amount any fines
levied in the cases will be at the discretion
of a Municipal Court Judge but based on
standard fines for the alleged offenses could
total just over $30,000.

Each citation by city code compliance offi-
cers carries a fine of $500, which according
to listings for the three houses being leased
as STR is about the same as the daily fee

for leasing one of the houses.

The Corpus Christi City Council passed an
ordinance in 2021 banning leasing a house
in a neighborhood zoned for strictly resi-
dential use for less than thirty days on Padre
Island. The ban does not apply to any other
area of the city, it also allows STR in areas
zoned multi-family. The ban applies primar-
ily to homes on the west side of SPID with
most areas on the east (Gulf of Mexico) side
of SPID allowed to rent as STR.

Real Estate cont. from Al

Interior Condominiums/Townhomes/Du-
plexes Sold

14721 Whitecap Blvd. #227

14810 Whitecap Blvd.

15034 Aruba Drive #208

15209 South Padre Island Drive #406

15641 Palmira Drive Unit B

14904 Village Beach
14902 Pirates Cove
86 Interior Condominiums/Townhomes/
Duplexes Listed From $154,900.00 to
$699,900.00

Waterfront Condominium/Townhome/

Duplex Sold
14858 Granada Drive Unit H

14318 Cruiser Unit A

14813 Leeward Drive #602
51 Waterfront Condominiums/Townhomes/
Duplexes Listed From $123,500.00 to
$589,900.00
Waterfront Lot Sold

15639 Cruiser Street
32 Waterfront Lots Listed From
$104,000.00 to $3,000,000.00

Interior Lot Sold
15717 Dyna Street
19 Interior Lots Listed From $29,900.00 to
$228,000.00

Commercial Lots

13 Commercial Lots Listed From
$110,000.00-$2,550,000.00

How much does it cost to operate
the American Bank Center?

With expansion and repair to the American Bank Center complex on the ballot this
election cycle we take a look at the cost of operating the current facilities there. These
numbers were compiled from city records.

Paid out of HOT tax Paid out of Arena 1/8

ABC Convention Capital Improvements Arena Capital
Fiscal Year

2023/2024 $1,210,000.00
$3,780,000.00
2022/2023 $1,407,371.00
$1,419,658.00
2021/2022 $837,322.00
$2,992,408.00
2020/2021 $514,812.00

$3,571,172.00
2019/2020
$5,659,586.00
2018/2019
$4,163,091.00
Total

$1,131,899.00
$2,428,273.00

$7,529,677.00 $17,805,915.00

Convention Center Operating Arena Debt
Fiscal Year
2023/2024 $3,400,000.00

$3,523,536.00

2022/2023 $1,000,000.00
$3,451,260.00

2021/2022 $3,000,000.00
$3,533,700.00

2020/2021 $2,499,996.00
$3,443,760.00

2019/2020 $2,416,666.00
$3,442,000.00

2018/2019 $2,899,956.00
$3,439,000.00

Total $15,216,618.00 $20,833,256.00

Convention Center Debt Service Arena Maintenance

Fiscal Year

2023/2024

$400,000.00

2022/2023 $2,097,312.00

$400,000.00

2021/2022 $2,138,088.00

2020/2021 $2,342,460.00

2019/2020 $2,343,576.00

2018/2019 $2,351,322.00

$77,864.00

Total $11,272,758.00 $477,864.00

Hot tax ABC Group Incentive
Fiscal Year

2023/2024 $575,000.00
2022/2023 $575,000.00
2021/2022 $575,000.00
2020/2021 $228,442.00
2019/2020 $33,878.00
2018/2019 $188,953.00
Total  $2,176,273.00

Convention Center Maintenance
Fiscal Year

2023/2024 $500,000.00
2022/2023 $250,000.00
2021/2022 -
2020/2021 $202,911.00
2019/2020 $210,598.00

2018/2019 $193,248.00
Total $856,757.00

New lanes open on Don Patricio Bridge

The two southbound lanes on the Don Patricio Bridge opened this week as work continues
on the northbound side. Three lanes will remain open while work on the guardrails con-
tinues with the lanes on the northbound side alternating as needed for construction work.
Work on the bridge is on schedule for completion by the end of 2023.

The Don Patricio Causeway looking North. Aerial by Jacob Augs
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Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

J By Dotson Lewis

i

Dotson's Note: The 1958 NFL Champion-
ship Game was the 26th NFL championship
game, played on December 28 at Yankee
Stadium in New York City. It was the first
NFL playoff game to be decided in sudden
death overtime. The final score was Ballti-
more Colts 23, New York Giants 17, and the
game has since become widely known as “the
Greatest Game Ever Played”. Its legendary
status in the pantheon of historic NFL games
was again confirmed by a nationwide poll

of 66 media members in 2019, who voted it
the best game in the league's first 100 years.
Thanks to Bill Morgan for the facts and photos

contained in this report.
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[t marked the beginning of the NFL’s pop-
ularity surge and eventual rise to the top of
the United States sports market. A major
reason was that the game was televised across
the nation by NBC. Baltimore receiver Ray-
mond Berry recorded 12 receptions for 178
yards and a touchdown. His 12 receptions set
a championship record that stood for 55 years
until it was broken by Denver Broncos wide
receiver Demaryius Thomas in Super Bowl
XLVIIIL.

Both teams finished the 1958 season with a
9-3 record. For the Giants, it was their fifth
consecutive winning season, a stretch that
included an NFL Championship in 1956. In
contrast, 1958 was only the second winning
season in Colts’ history since the team’s
founding in 1953.

Baltimore started off the season winning
their first six games before losing to New
York, 24-21, in week 7 of the regular season.
However, Colts starting quarterback Johnny
Unitas was injured at the time and did not
play in the game. Three weeks later, Unitas
returned to lead the Colts to a critical come-
from-behind win against Hall of Fame (and
ex-Colt) quarterback Y. A. Tittle and his San
Francisco 49ers. Trailing 27-7 at halftime,
Baltimore stormed back with four unan-
swered touchdowns to win, 35-27, clinching
the Western Conference championship. This
allowed them to rest their starters for the final
two games of the regular season, both on the
road in California.

New York started the season 2-2, then won
seven of their last eight games, including a
critical 19—17 win over the defending champi-
on Detroit Lions on December 7. In that game,
New York fell behind late when the offense
lost a fumble that was returned for a touch-
down. Later on however, the Giants stopped
Detroit punter Yale Lary on a fake punt at-
tempt and drove for the go-ahead score. They
then secured the win by blocking a Lions field
goal attempt as time expired in the game. In
the final game of the regular season, the Gi-
ants defeated the Cleveland Browns with Pat
Summerall’s game-winning 49-yard field goal
on the final play (the longest field goal made
in the entire season among all NFL kick-

ers). The win enabled them to tie the Browns
for the conference title, and though the Giants
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I BuccaneerCruises.com

lTake a cruise aboard the Island's newest
tour boat and enjoy the sights from this
I soft family friendly passenger vessel. |
| We have a fully functional restroom
and a state of the art sound system.

361-142-3195 i

The Greatest Game
Ever Played

had won both games against Cleveland in the
regular season, the rules of the time required a
tiebreaker playoff game on December 21. At
Yankee Stadium in 20 °F (=7 °C) weather, the
Giants defeated the Browns for a third time

in a shutout, building a 10-0 lead at the half,
which was the final score.

After clinching their conference title on
November 30, the Colts rested key players in
the final two games, road losses in California.
While Cleveland and New York played the
Eastern tiebreaker game, Baltimore had the
week off and entered the championship game
as 3% point favorites to gain their first league
title.

The two teams combined for six turnovers

in the first half (three on each side), with the
Colts converting two fumbles by the Giants
into touchdown drives to take a 14-3 lead at
the half. After averting a three-score deficit
thanks to a goal-line stand in the third quarter,
the Giants rallied on consecutive touchdown
drives to take a 17—14 lead early in the fourth
quarter.

In the last two minutes of the game, Johnny
Unitas led the Colts on a drive which conclud-
ed on a 20-yard field goal (the Colts’ first in
three attempts) with only seven seconds left
on the clock to tie the game at 17-17.

Overtime

Johnny Unitas

Don Maynard received the opening kickoff
for the Giants and muffed the catch, but re-
covered it on the Giants 20-yard line. Even in
his autobiography You Can't Catch Sunshine,
Maynard stated that he was not only disap-
pointed in the botched attempt, but also at the
commentators for saying he fumbled the ball
due to their lack of knowledge of football and
its terminology by not knowing the difference
between a fumble and muffing the ball.

After a three-and-out series, which includ-
ed a controversial third-down run by Frank
Gifford that was marked just inches short of
a first down. The Giants punted. On their
ensuing drive, Baltimore drove 80 yards in
13 plays (all called by QB Johnny Unitas)

on a tired NY defense. Ameche made several
critical plays on the drive, catching an 8-yard
pass on 3rd and 8 from the Colts 33, and
later rushing 22 yards to the Giants 20-yard
line. Berry also made a big impact, catching
two passes for 33 yards, including a 12-yard
reception on the New York 8. Following a
1-yard run by Ameche and a 6-yard catch by
the tight end Jim Mutscheller, Ameche scored
on a third-down 1-yard touchdown run with
6:45 left to win the game, 23—17.

Dotson's Other Note: During overtime,
when the Colts were on the eight-yard line
of the Giants, someone ran out onto the field
of Yankee Stadium, causing the game to

be delayed; rumors have stated that it was
an NBC employee who was ordered to create
a distraction because the national television
feed had gone dead. The difficulty was the
result of an unplugged TV signal cable, and
the delay in the game bought NBC enough
time to fix the problem before the next play.
By the way, years later I got to know many
of the participants in this game including
Ron Gibbs who was the Referee and Don
Manard.
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Football Heart

By Andy Purvis

Tom Campbell and me

He’s all Texan, one hundred percent pure
beef, no fillers. His unmistakable canyon-
deep, southwestern drawl permeates the
room just like his old ball coach, Darrell
Royal. His words come with lots of “you
knows” included and his favorite colors are
burnt orange and white. You get the feeling
you’re talking to Will Rogers. I could spend
days listening to him talk, telling stories

of UT football during a time when being a
Longhorn meant being on top of the world
of college football. And not to be mistaken,
he can talk with the best of them. He was
born into a tough, no-nonsense family, a
football family. Heck, he even called his
own father “Iron Mike.” He was a scraper;
the kind of player whose uniform was dirty
by the end of the National Anthem. You get
the feeling that when he was growing up;
he had to scrimmage to get something to
eat. I spent an afternoon having lunch with
him and several close friends. His eyes
widened, his voice got lower and his hands
began to move, when asked about playing
football at the University of Texas. His
stories are gifts, and you could tell he had
repeated them many times. When I use the
word “legend” to describe him, he laughs.
His name is Tom Campbell and he owns a
football heart. Tom and his twin brother,
Mike, walked on as freshmen. As a kid he
had always been told that he was too light,
too short, and not fast enough or mean
enough; yet, not only did he make the team,
and eventually start, but his name will
always be linked to Texas Football, as well
as to Cotton Bowl history. Tom just loved
the game and was willing to do whatever

it took to get better. That’s a football heart.
“Initially, I was just happy I made the

said Campbell. Standing 5° 117 tall
and never weighing more than 183 pounds,

team,”

even with rocks in his pockets, Tom was
listed as a linebacker-defensive back and
was given the #84.

It seemed that Tom Campbell had a

knack for stealing footballs out of mid-
air. Campbell made a name for himself in
both the 1969 and 1970 Cotton Bowls. As
a junior, he helped a (9-1-1) Texas team
destroy a fine Tennessee team, 36-13, in
the 1969 game. Campbell was named the
game’s Outstanding Defensive Player after
recording two tackles, two interceptions
and breaking up four passes. Texas would
finish that year ranked third in the nation.
In 1969, Tom Campbell was chosen the

Southwest Conference (SWC) Defensive
Back of the Year.

Tom outdid himself in the 1970 Cotton
Bowl by intercepting the last pass of the
game, thrown by Joe Theismann, the
quarterback of Notre Dame. Campbell’s
interception with 38 seconds to play helped
preserve the Longhorns’ victory, 21-17; and
although bowl games, at that time, had little
to no impact on the crowning of a national
champion, the win helped seal the National
Championship for an undefeated (11-0)
Texas team. Tom also posted six tackles
during that game.

Interestingly, the 1970 Cotton Bowl came
on the heels of the #1 Texas Longhorns
versus #2 Arkansas Razorbacks game which
was played in Fayetteville, Arkansas, on
December 6, 1969. The world of college
football celebrated its 100™ year, in 1969.
This game would become known as the
“Game of the Century.” Again, Tom
Campbell made a game-saving interception
to secure a 15-14, come-from-behind win,
for the Longhorns. This victory gave

Texas the SWC title and the National
Championship.

Tom Campbell finished his career with

13 interceptions. The 1969, Texas versus
Arkansas football game became the first
televised college-football championship
game. It was also the last championship
game to be played with only white players.
U.S. President Richard Nixon became the
first sitting President to attend a college
football championship game.

Tom was inducted into the Longhorn Hall
of Honor, in 2006. On April, 19,2012, at
Cowboy Stadium in Arlington, Texas, Tom
Campbell was also inducted into the Cotton
Bowl Hall of Fame.

Campbell now lives in Austin and is in
business for himself. He has recently been
a consultant on a new movie entitled My All
American. This is the story of a teammate,
Freddie Steinmark, who played with bone
cancer and then had his leg amputated six
days after the Arkansas game. Steinmark
died two years later, on June 6, 1971. “This
is really a story about football and life,”
said Campbell. “Forty-seven years later, the
game is still alive. It just doesn’t go away.”
Check it out.

Andy Purvis
www.purvisbooks.com
KSIX SportsradioCC 1230 AM
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Island Outdoors

¥/ By Jay Gardner

[ was driving down Flour Bluff Drive

the other day, and there’s a pasture just

past Glenoak that has a small wetland in

it. Standing on the south side of the pond
were the season’s first Sandhill cranes that
[’ve seen, and they were staring north and
making quite a racket. There was a bull
standing on the north end of the pond, in
between a couple of his cows, with his
shoulders buckled up. It was a standoff, and
[ wanted to stop and watch, but had to keep
going. I’'m wondering if Sandhills have to
deal with cattle up in Alberta in their nest-
ing/summer range, or if it’s only when they
get down here every year. I mean, that’s not
as cool as two flamingos at the Port Aransas
birding center, but still noteworthy.

The tide that shall not be named...

On the Rocks

There were lots of shells and I actually
found a live sand dollar on the beach, which
is interesting. I paused to take a photo of
Kimmie Sue with the obligatory holding the
sunrise.

Island Mobility Plan
Due to the magic of deadlines, there was
a public meeting/workshop regarding the
Island Mobility Plan this past Wednesday
at the Seashore Middle School academy. 1
was able to get my hands on an advance
copy of the technical memo, but they are
still in the early stages of pulling the actual
plan together. The technical memo just
included cross sections and plans of what is
supposed to be built and the standards of to-
day. We’re all familiar with what was Sup-
posed to be built, but what we need is an
analysis of actual on-the-ground trends and
a plan on how to retrofit our already-built
streets and plan for increased golf cart and
multi-modal traffic. But you loyal readers
already know that.

ISAC Update
Speaking of the magic of deadlines, the
next Island Strategic Action Committee
would have normally been scheduled for
November 7", which also happens to be
Voting Day, so we moved it to the next
Monday, November 13". Yes, that is a
Monday, so make sure to mark your cal-
endars. There will be some good updates
from city staff, and I’m sure some great
discussions on what’s going to happen next
around the Island.

- Well folks, I have to wind this one up short

Kimmy Sue and Piper Sue with a nice
Pompano at an undisclosed location.

We tried our luck down the Seashore this
past weekend to around the 6-mile marker
(MM) for those pesky pompano, and it was
slow-slow. I did notice that the water was
very clear, and that there was no mullet run-
ning the first gut? Conditions were pretty
close to perfect, and we didn’t get anything
more than a few hardheads and whiting. 1
did notice that my nose was running, and

[ had an itchy throat, which leads me to
believe the red menace (tide) was making a
slight appearance. Thankfully the weather
changed and if there was an impending
bloom, it got nipped. You can keep an

eye on the potential of a bloom at https://
coastalscience.noaa.gov/science-areas/habs/
hab-forecasts/gulf-of-mexico/texas-satel-
lite-imagery/

The weather was beautiful down the beach
and the driving was a 10 out of 10. It felt
to get south on the sand again, and we had
gotten up before the crack and headed south
in the dark. I don’t see too many sunrises
on the beach, but this one was fabulous.

this week, there is too much going on at the

~ office. Some really good things going on

with the Whitecap Preserve planning. Drop

me a line at tarponchaser@mail.com and

I’ll see you next week On the Rocks.

Dan found a nice pomp despite the slow
fishing.

Tides of the Week
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State Rules for Speckled Trout
under Review

Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD)

may soon change the rules on how
many spotted trout are caught along the
state’s coast. The agency held meet-
ings in Texas coastal cities last week,
gathering comments from professional
fishing guides, recreational anglers and
the public at large on what spotted trout
fishing regulations they would like to
see.

The meetings were prompted by com-
ments TPWD received since the agency
lifted temporary sea trout regulations in
late August. Those regulations, where
anglers could only catch three trout per
day between 17 and 23 inches, were
put in place by TPWD in response to a
fish kill from Texas’ 2021 winter storm.
Around 160,000 spotted seatrout died,
making up around half of the game fish
killed during the freeze.

Most of the trout killed were in the
lower Laguna Madre bay system,
which surrounds Laguna Vista, Port
Isabel and South Padre Island. Fish-
ing guides attending the Port Isabel
meeting told representatives that they
continue to notice the freeze’s impact,
noting that the trout they did see were
hardly hitting the regulation limit.

“I’m personally not seeing the bigger,
upper slot trout that we were seeing
before the freeze, the anywhere from
the 17 to 23 inch, 24 inch range,”
Ernest Cisneros, a Laguna Madre area
fishing guide for 27 years.

“We’re seeing a lot of little trout — a
lot of 15, 16, 17 inch trout. But we’re
not seeing the larger trout in good

said

numbers the way we had them before,”
he added.
Ernest Cisneros and several other

guides who attended the meeting came
to a mostly uniform consensus: The
fishing isn’t what it used to be, and
more regulation is probably necessary.
Several wanted to see the trout limit
back at three per angler. Some wanted
no oversize fish to be caught. Currently,
Texas anglers can catch up to five trout
between 15 and 25 inches, with one of
those fish being oversized.

According to TPWD, spotted trout are
below the 10-year average, based on
the fish the agency has caught during
surveys. But the effects on trout from
those regulations could take some more
time. Through the 1980s, three freez-
es killed tens of millions of fish along
the Texas coast. TPWD issued similar
conservation measures that helped bring
back some of those trout in two to three
years, though they weren’t as large.
The agency’s commission issued an
emergency order regulating spotted
trout fishing in the lower Laguna Madre
from April to September 2021. Nor-
mal regulations continued until March
2022, when TPWD issued a separate,
temporary limit on spotted trout from
Matagorda Bay to the lower Laguna
Madre, finding that the population was
still lower than normal. That order was
lifted in late August.

TPWD said at least 274 people attended
the six meetings the agency held along
the coast. In a statement, TPWD said it
will summarize its findings and present
them to the commission during its next
meeting. The commission will then
decide whether to issue regulations on
spotted trout. TPWD’s commission will
meet on November 2 in Austin.

& Skin Cancer Center

Accepts Medicare United, Humana, BCBS, WellMed
Reasonable Cash Pay and Out of Network rates

PADRE

DERMATOLOGY

Island Owned and operated
Physician staffed office
Fellowship trained Mohs surgeon
Double Board Certified
in Dermatology and
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

14650 Compass St Ste 1
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-867-1032
www._padrederm.com

New and Existing patients call to schedule
Existing patients, we still have all old records available.




Nature Notes

How Hurricanes Impact Birds

By Alex Coenen

Island Moon

Flamingo flying

Photo by Brandon Trentler under Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license

Fall migration has begun for many bird
species, which means that we will be seeing
more variety of birds coming through our
part of the world. These migrants face
many dangers along their journey, not

the least of which is bad weather. During
fall migration, hurricanes may hinder the
seasonal movement of birds and deter them
from reaching their intended destinations.
Birds may hunker down to ride out the
storm, flee to a safer region, or fly ahead
despite everything. Unsurprisingly, many
birds die due to ending up in the eye of the
storm.

Non-migratory, resident birds also suffer
during a hurricane as their food supplies
are ripped from vegetation and habitats de-
stroyed. This effect may be exacerbated on
species which live on small islands or have
small populations. For example, the criti-
cally endangered Puerto Rican parrot was
once wiped out to only 22 individuals after
Hurricane Hugo hit the island in 1989 and
decimated a large portion of their habitat.
If you’re in tune with the Texas birding
community, you may remember hearing
about a group of American Flamingos
spotted near Galveston on the Bolivar Pen-
insula after Hurricane Idalia had progressed
through the Gulf of Mexico. These birds
are not normally seen in the state of Texas,
so they were a rare sight.

The hurricane likely disrupted these birds’
normal seasonal movement, and they may
have needed to rest before continuing their
journey to their intended destination. When
the time comes, it is possible that these dis-
placed groups of flamingos may attempt to
fly back south to their home ranges or per-
haps they might join the small population
that resides in Florida. Though a longshot,
this would help to reestablish a breeding
community of flamingos in a region where
they were decimated due to hunting for
their feathers.

" DELIVERY | CLURBSIDE

" DINE—IN OR CARRYOLIT

" WINE WED. HALF PRICE

" CAULIFLOWER CRUST
PIZZA

" GLUTEN—FREE HIZZA

" LOCAL DRAFT BEER

14433 SPID SUITE C
PADREPIZZERIA.COM

949.0787

TRY OUR DESSERT SELECTIONS WITH
A GLASS OF YOUR FAVORITE WINE!

North America is not the only place where
birds can be displaced after a hurricane.

In the United Kingdom, North American
songbirds have been spotted after Hurri-
cane Lee tramped throughout new England
and Nova Scotia in early September.

Birds migrating south along their normal
migration routes were likely redirected by
the hurricane and kept flying East to the
nearest landmass. Birders in the UK were
delighted by the arrival of rare birds, but
this appearance of new birds indicates a
bigger problem.

Most birds that had to face the brunt of the
storm likely never made it to the UK and
died in the Atlantic along the way, with

the few lucky ones being reported by UK
viewers. The chances of getting back to
North America are slim for these lucky
survivors. Some may move south to Africa
in pursuit of suitable wintering habitat,

but being out of their normal environment
means these vagrant birds won’t find the
right food, may fall victim to new pred-
ators, or a whole other swath of issues.
Whatever the case, the chances of survival
for these small songbirds are extremely
low.

According to climate models, the frequen-
cy and severity of hurricanes in the Atlantic
will increase as temperatures rise. One or
two hurricanes a season could displace
thousands of birds, but with increasing
storms means increasing stress to with-
stand the bombardment of multiple storms
a year. This will have drastic impacts on
North American bird populations, especial-
ly if these hurricanes increase in frequency
during fall migration season. The best we
can do it to protect essential habitat to miti-
gate the effects that these disastrous storms
may have on bird populations.

# BARED TURKEY BREAST © f
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History cont. from A1

prior to the project the beach had been less
than twenty feet in width at many places.
The digging of the channel was to be fund-
ed as part of the Resources Development
Act 1999 as a Federal project with Nuec-
es County as the original local sponsor
with the City of Corpus Christi assuming
local sponsorship in 2000. The vote in
April, 2001 set the project in motion at an
estimated cost of $30 million with $19.5
million coming in the form of an earmark
through then U.S. Senator Kay Bailey
Hutchison and the remainder through a
local match. Maintenance of the channel
after construction was to be paid for with
the Island Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone #2.

Work begins

Work began in October 2003. . The jetties
were spaced 300 feet apart extending
1,430 feet into the Gulf of Mexico and the
channel was originally to be maintained
to a depth of 14 feet, which has since been
reduced to 8.5 feet. The sand from the
original dredging of Packery Channel in
2004-2005 was pumped onto the beach

in from of the seawall to widen the beach
from about twenty feet to four hundred
feet. If the beach width falls below 150 feet
from the base of the seawall the beach must
be closed to traffic under rules from the
Texas General Land Office.

The original plan called for the channel to
be opened in 2006 but Mother Nature had
other ideas and in July 2005 Hurricane
Emily cut the last 75 feet of sand from

the channel during the second year of its
construction and the channel has remained
open ever since.

Dredging

In the beginning it was believed the chan-
nel would have to be dredged every three
to four years and a minimum of $4 million
was to be kept in the TIRZ #2 fund for
maintenance dredging for the next twenty
years, however, over the years the channel
proved to be a more robust system and
since its opening only four dredging project
have been necessary with the last being in
2012 after Hurricane Ike left sand deposits
in the channel in 2008.

On July 15, 2011 the Island Moon ran a
story reporting that “In the first large scale
dredging since the completion of Packery
Channel a project is scheduled for later this
year that will move 280,000 cubic yards of
sand from the bottom of Packery Channel
and place it on the portion of Ellis Beach
in front of the seawall from the Holiday
Inn to Whitecap Boulevard.” That project
eventually cost $3.1 million.

In the subsequent maintenance dredging
projects the sand was also placed on the
beach under the auspices of a disposal
permit held by companies represented

by the developer Paul Schexnailder. That
disposal permit was also used by the Padre
Isles Property Association for more than

a decade during dredging projects in the
Island canal system which is owned by

the association. However, when Schex-
nailder’s companies lost ownership of
much of their island holdings in 2018 the
disposal permit lapsed with responsibility
of its renewal falling to the City of Corpus
Christi’s Beach Maintenance Department.
Beach quality sand can be placed on the
beach under the original Corps of Engi-
neers Permit, however, consultants from
the Conrad Blucher Institute told the Island
Strategic Action Committee in 2016 there
is currently not enough sand in the channel
to renourish the beach and the disposal of
any non-beach quality sand removed from
the channel requires a disposal permit. As
of this writing that permit has not been
renewed.

October 27, 2023

Hurricane Harvey

The damage to the Packery Channel
Jetties now under repair was caused by
Hurricane Harvey in 2017.

When Hurricane Harvey blew across The
Island in 2017 the outbound water driven
by high winds removed the sand left behind
by Hurricane Ike which had been trapped
by two sand bars located just inside the
mouth of the jetties and on the jetty-side of
the SH 361 Bridge over the channel. Work
began in 2022 on a $13.5 million project to
repair the Packery Channel jetties but work
crews soon ran into an unexpected snag
who reported that on many days, sometimes
for a week at low tides, the work barges
could not get close enough to the jetties to
place rocks due to severe shoaling through-
out the channel.

When crews began repair work on the
Packery Channel jetty system in Janu-
ary, 2022 the bid from low bidder Callan
Marine LTD of Galveston was based on a
survey of the channel done in 2017. The
assessment of the damage to the channel
system by Hurricane Harvey in 2017 as-
sumed there would be more damage to the
jetties due to erosion before work began in
2022 and it was assumed that the original
approved bid of $12.3 million would need
to be upgraded to cover the additional
damage. In late 2021 the Corpus Christi
City Council approved an additional $2.3
million to cover that cost raising the total
cost of the project to $13.5 million due to
further erosion of the jetty system. That
work is now nearing completion at which
time the dredging of the channel will begin.

Dredging about to get underway

Crews from contractor Callan Marine are
scheduled to begin moving equipment into
place in November to begin dredging Pack-
ery Channel and dredging will be continu-
ous on a twenty-four hour basis with a plan
to limit noise and lighting during the hours
between 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Dredged material from the $3,531,549
million project will be moved to Whitecap
Beach and the southern portion of Michael
J. Ellis Beach along the southern end of the
seawall via a pipeline that will be moved
to allow for widening the beach along the
seawall past the 150-foot width required to
allow for vehicular traffic as required by
the Texas General Land Office. Rotating
portions of the beach will be temporari-
ly closed as the pipeline is moved about
throughout the process but otherwise the
beaches will remain open. Vehicle cross-
ings over the pipeline will be located at
each roadway along with stairs for pedestri-
an crossings.

Pipeline installation and dredging mobiliza-
tion is scheduled to begin in November and
run through January, 2024 with completion
scheduled for January 2024. When com-
plete the channel will be dredged to eight
feet between the mouth of the Packery
Channel Jetties to the State Highway 361
Bridge.

The site of the future Packery Channel
in 2003.
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Business Briefs

Jack’s Beachside Cookshack Food
Truck on Whitecap is no longer there.
The food truck has been sold and it will
be moved to an out of town site.

Real Life Fall Fest will be held at Bil-
lish Park on Saturday, October 28th 5 - 7
pm. There will be Bounce Houses, dunk
tank, free food, games, live music, pie
eating contest and much more. Everyone
is welcome.

Seashore Learning Center is looking
for donations of gently used designer
purses for their Bingo for Bags Fundrais-
er on November 18th. You can drop off
purses at the SLC office at the corner of
SPID and Encantada.

Driving tickets in a work zone are
double so if you don’t want to cough up
$500 do not drive over 45 mph on the
Don Patricio Bridge and do not go the
wrong way on frontage road or Jackfish.
Even going the wrong way a short dis-
tance will get you a ticket as [ have been
told by fellow Islanders.

Island Moon

The Padre Island Charity Poker Run
theme is “Howl-a-ween” and will have a
dog costume contest on Thursday, October
26th 6 - 9 pm. The caravan starts at Black
Sheep Bistro then Island Italian on to

The Boathouse and finishes at the Angry
Marlin Restaurant. This run benefits the
Shelter-a-Mutt.

The 60th Annual Greek Festival will be
held on Friday, November 3rd - Sunday
at the Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church 502 S. Chaparral Street. There
will be traditional dances, pastries, mu-
sic, food and wine with special emphasis
on the food. Hours are Friday 4:40 pm -
10:30 pm, Saturday 11:30 am - 10:30 pm
and Sunday 11:30 am - 5:30 pm..Admis-

sion and parking is free.
Dog-Gone Days presented by the Animal

Hospital of Padre Island will be held on
Friday, October 27th 4 - 7 pm. There will
be a pet costume contest, free food and
drinks plus giveaways.

The Padre Isles Property Owners Asso-
ciation (POA) office is accepting dona-
tions of candy to be distributed to home-
owners on Eaglenest and Hawksnest. The
“nest” streets are where the Halloween
Day Island event takes place with a stream
of children and adults in costumes parad-
ing down the streets. Lots of fun interac-
tion goes on and many of the homes go
all out with decorations. One homeowner
said they had over 1500 kids stop by last
year. This tradition has been going on for
years and keeps getting bigger. The POA
office can be found at Billish Park next to
the boat ramp.

The Flour Bluff Hornets Volleyball
team are district 29-5A champs which
makes them back-to-back champions.
Congratulations to these great athletes!

The Don Patricio Bridge now has the
two southbound lanes open and one of the
two northbound lanes we have been using
is open. It should not go back to two lanes
any more. Great news for those businesses
on the west side of SPID. If you are going
north and want to go to one of those busi-
nesses you can no longer make a u-turn

at Coldwell Banker. You need to go to the
Commodores light which has not yet been
lengthened to accommodate the longer
line of cars. I was the fourth car and had
to wait for two lights.

The Sth Annual Halloween Surf
Costume Contest by Texas Surf Camp
will be held on Saturday, October 28th
at 1 pm at Horace Caldwell Pier in Port
A. There are two divisions age 12 and
under/13 and up. It is a fun spectator
activity.

Daylight Savings Time happens a week
from Sunday on November 5th at 2am
when we fall back to 1 am. We will spring
forward on March 10th. The Texas State
House passed legislature last year to keep
it year-round but apparently because there
is no Federal law it is not going any fur-
ther. Very confusing.

Photo courtesy of Texas Surf Camp

The Mosquito Spraying schedule is
Thursday, October 26th for Flour Bluff
and Friday, October 27th for the Island.

Images from the Texas Sealife Center'’s Turtle Trot and Sea Turtle Festival 2023

Photos Debbie Nobel
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Gabe Lozano Old Tom Turkey
Shootout will be on Sunday, November
19th at 11 am. The 4 person scramble is
$80/player and includes cart, keg beer
and a turkey dinner. This popular event
fills up fast so start getting your team
together.

The Harbor Bridge completion date is
now spring of 2025 now that an agree-
ment has been reached between TxDOT
and contractors Flatiron/Dragados.

The Slip is a favorite locals bar located
behind Guajillo’s Restaurant on SPID.
The Island’s longtime favorite German
bartender Angela is there plus returning
favorite Charlene along with Josh, Italy
and Dawn. Bar owner Travis has added
more and larger TVs and a popcorn ma-
chine. The Happy Hour is 2 - 7 pm and
there are daily drink specials like Whis-
key Wednesday. The hours are 2 pm - 2
am daily except Sundays when they open
at noon for football where you can watch
all the games.

Random Stuff

I have written about the pumice stone
cleaning the rust rings in the toilet before
but I am updating with this pumice stone
product Pumie with a handle that makes
it even easier. It can take as little as a
minute depending on the size of the ring.
The stone is great at removing rust and
hard water stains without damaging the
porcelain. I got a two pack at Amazon for
$11.

e -
{ Pumice S$tone
Toilet Cleaner

Peace out.

W.ﬁ'w ._ .; .I _f"': L

TG YOUR
DHOTO WITH THE
#TIMBERSTREAM

Lizzy drinking timbercraft boubon for a
prize
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John L. Gage, D.D.S.
* Routine Check-ups
* Cosmetic Dentistry
* Root Canal Therapy
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Free whitening for
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Get Away to Aruba Bay

Book a 1,2,3, or 4 bedroom place at the

Best Resort on North Padre Island
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Boat Docks
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Exercise Room
Game Room
2 Heated Pools
Event Venue
Spectacular views
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COLDWELL BANKER ISLAND ESCAPES

14945 S. Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418

COLDWELL BANKER

ISLAND ESCAPES

361.949.7077 or 800.580.7077

www.cbir.com

Selling Padre Island since 1986

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

13809 Laffite $369,900 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage. Gran-
ite countertops, appliances nicely
updated. Rock front, some turf in
back. Charlie 361-443-2499

14010 Eaglesnest Bay 3/2.5/2 +
bonus/flex room at 2,142 sq.ft.
Open plan, new roof & HVAC in
2017. All new hurricane windows,
3M water treatment system. Large
backyard w/room for a pool.
Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914.

13965 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,502 sq.ft.,
stainless appliances, quartz & tile
throughout plus lots of extras.
$585,000. Call Randy Corpuz
361-765-9914 or Charlie Knoll
361-443-2499.

15406 Cuttysark St. Canal lot—
100+ feet of bulkhead—9258 sq. ft.
Quick access to the main channel &
water exchange bridge. $299,900
Dorothy Ernst 361-563-8486

15005 Windward Dr. #214 Fully
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft
Surfside Condo walking distance
from the beach/seawall. $237,000
Call Madeline Casey at 361-443-
0687.

14905 & 14911 Packery View
Loop Fully furnished townhomes
each sleeps 10, located a short walk
to the beach or relax at the pool
just out your door! Now priced at
$420,000 each. Call 361-563-6641.

14245 Ambrosia St. Cute on large
corner lot, %2 block from boat ramp.
3/2/2 split plan. 1,356 sf. Room for
boat or RV under cover. $387,000
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116.

15414 Salt Cay Ct.#3C Updat-
ed canal front townhome. Large
1,729 sf, 2 bed, 2 1/2 bath, gar-
age boat lift. Includes furniture
$430,000. Call Pam Morgan
361-215-8116.

14921 Windward Dr #114 Very
nice 2/2 short term rental unit, fully
furnished across the street from
the beach. This one shouldn't last
long. Call Will Flaherty with ques-
tions. $299,900. 361-944-0995.

Pam Bay Village #701 1 bed-
room/1 bath, fully furnished, beauti-
fully updated, located less than a
mile from the beach. $275,000.
Kim Mogford 361-434-8522.

15396 Caravel Dr. 4/3.5/2 with an
amazing East facing fingertip loca-
tion! Lots of decking and easy out to
Laguna Madre. $1,000,000 Call
Charlie Knoll 361-443-2499

4118 Claudia Dr Selling “AS-1S”
Ready for renter. Fresh paint &
fridge, stove & washer/dryer. 3/1/1
1/2 blocks from Lookout restau-

rant. Easy to show. $185,000
Tinker Boos at 361-563-6641.

13801 Captains Row - Exceptional
custom home, 151' canal front at
fingertip of gated st. Elevator, pool,
2 lifts, sunset over ICW $1,750,000.
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116.

15005 Windward Dr. #216 Fully
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft.
Cozy courtyard view and walking
distance from beach  access.
$299,900 Call Charlie Knoll 361-
443-2499.

14911 Village Beach Dr. 2/2

gorgeous poolside townhome just a
quick walk to the beach! 1041 sq. ft.
& fully furnished. $450,000. Call
Kim Mogford at 361-434-8522.

13969 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,540
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $589,900 Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499.

1910 Great Falls
4/3.5/3
$855,000

15230 Capstan
4/3/2 Pool size lot

9,900

New Homes Available
by Steve’s Homes

Let Steve’s Homes build your
Custom Dream Home on your lot!

Open SURESVENIN

1:00-4:00

13841 Hawksnest Bay Dr.
4/3/3
$599,900

15886 Punta Espada
4/3/2 Waterfront
$1,095,000

Looking for Professional Long Term
Property Management Services?
361.949.2131 877.269.2131
www.rentpadreisland.com

Ready to Lease Your Property?

Our services include:
e Tenant Qualifying ¢ Collections of Rents
¢ Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance
e Professional Itemize Monthly Statements
» Marketing/Advertising

B
COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?
Below are some of our available rentals:

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

Septerhber
2023

COLDWELL BANKER

14858 Granada #203 14422 Verdemar #204
3/2/1 townhome 2/3/2 Furnished
Waterfront complex $1,900/month
$2,250/month
155212/C27‘1"ser A 13953 Fortuna Bay #5
waterfront duplex 2/ Zﬂ;\iva;tggrx(t):‘::'r‘ldo
$2,300/month !

13906 Mingo Cay #6
2/2
waterfront complex
$1,350 /month

15726 Escapade
4/3/2
furnished
$2,900 /month

e

FINDING THE IDEAL PROPERTY "

i

~“FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
T0 ENJOY WHILE YOU EXPLORE

ALL THE TEXAS GULF COAST
HAS TO OFFER

SINGE 2013

361-949-0430

info@padreesca

W

TNy
pes.com

ISLAND ESCAPES

September
2023
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WHITECAP

NORTH PADRE ISLAND

SCONCEPTUAL
RENDERING

- : POOL & SPA SERVICES
NOW PREVIEWING

A DESTINATION COMMUNITY
LIKE NO OTHER

SALES CENTER OPEN
TUESDAY-SUNDAY | 10 AM - 6 PM

14353 Commodores Drive,
Corpus Christi TX 78418

EEKLY MAINTENA QUIPME ALLATION - REPAIRS - REMODE]
15715 S. Padre Island Dr. #101 Wade in the Water Pool Services LLC
FREE Water Testing! 361-658-8581

wiwiw. WadelnThe WaterPools.com

\| ”"F MYREALLIFE{ORG ll
Our Services: realine.
« DECKAND DOCK * PILING w

BUILD OUTS SERVICES
* DECKAND DOCK « RETAINING

REPAIRS WALLS -l : / |
BOAT LIFT SERVICES _ . .

OCTOBER 28  / /1 Y
5-7PM |
BILISH PARK

BOUNCE HOUSES
PRIZES C22KIE DEC2RATING
SNOW C9NES PUMPKIN PAINTING

PIE EATING CONTEST

CRAFTS
DUNK TANK
E
Our Contact: gﬁ# A-gK‘
361-230-3406
721 Nas Dr. sw TS & anus o

Corpus Christi, TX 78418 A
FREE! FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY §

Keepin' Dogs on the Beach!

Island Animal Clinic

Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

» Medicine s Surgery
« Diagnostics « Radiology
» Pharmacy « & More!

Mon-Fri by Appointment
319 Beach St.

next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134
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Q By Rev. Dr. Ken

The world is so heavy right now. Peace
seems a lost cause. The horrific vio-
lent attack by Hamas upon Israel and
[srael’s massive unrelenting retaliation
is shocking and numbing. All the while,
the brutal invasion of Ukraine contin-
ues.

Children, hospitals, families, schools,
homes — pure inhumane terror is play-
ing out before our eyes. As is often the
case in war, civilians are bearing the
brunt in this latest round of indiscrim-
inate militarized lethal terror. Violence
seldom solves much, but it certainly
further entrenches mutual mistrust,
hatred, and a thirst for vengeance. Such
is the lost cause of peace.

We are not at peace literally or figura-
tively. We may be lulled into thinking
that when we cross our bridge, we can
isolate ourselves from the horrors of the
world, concerned only with the tides
and the latest community debates about
zoning and taxes. But our isolated bliss
is only an illusion.

In the movie Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington, idealistic and naive Jefferson
Smith (Jimmy Stewart) is sent to Wash-
ington to serve in the Senate. He gets
run over by political power run amok.
He encounters greed and corruption,
power struggles, and is even falsely
accused of a scandal. Yet, he won’t
give in and insists upon standing up for
lost causes. The story reaches a climax
when Smith is engaged in a filibuster.
Back in the day, you had to stay on the
Senate floor and keep talking. Exhaust-
ed, yet defiant, he said that the only
causes worth fighting for are the lost
causes. Because this is based on one

% Thoughts from Reverend Ken

principle — love your neighbor.

There are lots of lost causes out there.
Peace is just one of them. Jesus fought
for the lost causes, not in the way armies
or enemies fight. Jesus fought with love
and compassion, doing justice, and
seeking to care for the vulnerable and
broken. Based in one principle, love
your neighbor, the lost causes, especial-
ly the lost cause of peace are the only
causes worth fighting for.

Humans must find a way to resolve
differences in just and humane ways.
We must find a way for greater under-
standing and respect between different
nations, peoples, and faiths. We must
find ways to view each other through the
lens of our common humanity. We must
put aside the eye for an eye approach to
anger. We must find ways to do justice
for the poor and dispossessed and repu-
diate the violence and savagery of the
fanatic. The lost cause of peace is worth
fighting for with humility and self-giv-
ing love.

Speaking of peace, a bunch of humans
called to be peacemakers gather each
Sunday to worship in community at
Island Presbyterian Church. There is al-
ways room at the table for you! Join us
on Sundays at 10 a.m., 14030 Fortune
Bay Drive, or on our Facebook page.

Choose kindness, compassion, and
love; do justice and make peace;
welcome the stranger.

pastor@islandpresby.com

Constitutional Amendment on Ballot
Would Dedicate Surplus Funding
Towards Parkland Acquisition,
Maintenance

Proposition 14 on the current election
ballot would create the Centennial Parks
Conservation Fund, allocating $1 billion
from state government surplus to acquire
and develop new state parks across Texas.
The Centennial Parks Conservation Fund
would not create a new tax for Texans and,
if passed, would be the largest investment
in parks in our state’s history. If Prop 14
does not pass, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) will continue its
efforts to acquire and develop state parks
by using a mix of conservation funds,
stakeholder partnerships and specifically

authorized state and federal appropriations.
Texas State Parks is celebrating its 100"
birthday in 2023 and currently comprises 89
parks, natural areas and historic sites visited
by nearly 10 million people every year. In

a state where less than five percent of land
is available for public enjoyment, Texas
State Parks provide an opportunity to more
than 30 million Texans (and growing) to
spend time outside fishing, taking a stroll or
sleeping under the stars.

For more information on the Centennial
Parks Conservation Fund, visit the Prop 14
webpage on the TPWD website.

Additional Area Code for the
Houston Area

North American Numbering Plan Administrator to
Guide Implementation of New 621 Area Code

The Public Utility Commission of Texas
(PUCT) has approved the adoption of an
additional area code for the greater Houston
area to accommodate continued popula-
tion growth. The area is expected to run
out of new phone numbers starting with
the current 281/346/713/832 area codes in
2025. Once telecommunications carriers
have exhausted all telephone numbers with
the current 281/346/713/832 area codes,
new numbers will be assigned the new
area code 621. This new code is expected
to meet numbering needs for an additional
nine years.

PUCT Commissioners voted to approve the
new area code in PUCT docket 54986 and
directed the North American Numbering
Plan Administrator (NANPA) to oversee
the implementation over a nine-month
timeframe. The addition of the 621 area
code will not affect existing phone num-
bers. Additionally, since the Houston area

is currently served by multiple area codes,

residents are already required to dial ten
digits (area code included) to place local
calls, so the addition of a fifth area code will
be a seamless transition for residents.

The Houston area’s first area code, 713, was
created in 1947 as one of the original four
numbering plan areas (NPA) assigned to
Texas. In 1996, the 713 NPA was split into
two, switching most Houston suburbs to the
281 area code. Rapid growth in the follow-
ing two years required the PUCT to approve
the elimination of the boundary between

the 713 and 281 area codes and add the

832 area code, creating a three area code
overlay for the combined Houston area. As
a result of eliminating the boundary and
creating a third overlay, Houston residents
were required to start ten-digit dialing for
local calls. In 2013, the PUCT approved the
addition of the 346 area code.

Texas Job Count Reaches Historic
Milestone

Lone Star State Surpasses 14 Million
Jobs, Continues Growth Streak

Texas’ labor market achieved new record
highs in September in terms of the job
count, number of people employed, and
number of people in the civilian labor force.
Total nonfarm employment increased by
61,400 positions over the month to reach
a 24th consecutive series-high level with
14,049,400 jobs and a 3 1st consecutive
month of growth. Since September 2022,
Lone Star State employment grew by
435,800 positions as Texas’ annual growth
rate of 3.2 percent outpaced the nation by
1.1 percentage points.

The seasonally adjusted number of
employed persons increased by 26,900
people over the month, raising Texas’

new record high to 14,515,800. The Lone
Star State’s seasonally adjusted civilian
labor force also reached a new record

high of 15,141,300 after increasing by
29,500 people over the month. The state’s
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate held
at 4.1 percent for September.

“The Texas economy continues to grow,
exceeding 14 million jobs for the first
time,” said Texas Workforce Commission
(TWC) Chairman Bryan Daniel. “TWC
supports this continuous job growth through
a number of programs designed to ensure
the Texas workforce continues to meet the
needs of Texas employers.”

Employment in nine of eleven major
industries expanded over the month. Trade,
Transportation, and Utilities saw significant
growth over the month with 15,200 jobs
added while the Professional and Business
Services industry gained 14,900 jobs in
September. Another 13,800 positions were

added in Private Education and Health
Services, and 8,000 jobs were tallied for
Manufacturing.

“Texas has achieved growth across all
major private industries by fostering a
business environment that enables Texas
employers, large and small, to thrive, grow
and succeed,” said TWC Commissioner
Representing Employers Aaron Demerson.
“TWC has a number of programs and
initiatives like Texas Interns Unite! and
the Skills Development Fund that help
companies upskill their workforce, create
new jobs and provide them with the
support they need to bolster the Texas
economy.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical
Area (MSA) maintained the lowest
unemployment rate among Texas MSAs
with a not seasonally adjusted rate of

2.5 percent in September, followed by
Amarillo at 3.2 percent, College Station-
Bryan at 3.2 percent, and Lubbock at

3.3 percent. Behind them, Odessa had

an unemployment rate of 3.4 percent in
September while Abilene maintained a
rate of 3.5 percent. Austin-Round Rock
and San Angelo both matched the U.S.
unemployment rate of 3.6 percent. In
addition, the civilian labor force in the San
Antonio-New Braunfels MSA increased
by 3,800 people in September and
employment increased by nearly 10,000
jobs over the month. Employment in the
Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land area
grew by 14,300 jobs in September while
the MSA’s unemployment rate was half a
percentage point lower than it was in the
month prior.

Texas Drilling Permit and Completion
Statistics for September 2023

The Railroad Commission of Texas issued
a total of 816 original drilling permits in
September 2023. The total includes 709

to drill new oil or gas wells, 10 to re-enter
plugged wellbores and 80 for re-comple-

tions of existing wellbores.

The breakdown of well types for total orig-

inal drilling permits in September 2023 is:

180 oil, 64 gas, 519 oil and gas, 35 injec-

tion, one service, and 17 other permits.

In September 2023, Commission staff pro-
cessed 778 oil, 275 gas and 338 injection
completions for new drills, re-entries and

re-completions.

Aerial from the Sea Turtle Festival

» All Makes and Models

ALL New Equipment
* Financing available

Prompt Professional 24 Hour Service
No Overtime Charges

» Commercial & Residential
* 10 Year Part & Labor Warranties on

10% Discount for Island Homes!

(361) 949-9545

Serving Padre Island & Flour Biuff Since 1986
TACLBO13184C
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Sudoku

Sudoku answers are
not available.
Play at your own risk!
Going Easy On You...

1 4 2

6 9
8 7 1
4 8 7
Knuckle-Cracker
5 4 6 3
2 3 4
73 8
4 6 8
2 5
8 3 1
8 9|2
5 1 3
2 4 5 6

Mind-Numbing Frustration

8 3 4 9
7 4 1 3 8
2
8 52
9 1
8 4 5
6
2 9 8 1 3
5|8 9 7
Brain-Buster
1 8
815 f
9 2
4 9 8 3
6 9
7.5 3 6
2 9
6 113
8 5
. ACCESS
STIIIIAGE}
»/CLIMATE CONTROLLED
+GATE ACCESS 7 DAYS A WEEK v;g,;
+24/7 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE ;‘E
+MOVING BOXES AND SUPPLIES
+BOAT AND RV SPACES G
+INSURANCE AVAILABLE ;i
+MILITARY DISCOUNTS
+AUTHORIZED BIG GREEN EGG DEALER '
+MAILBOX RENTALS

+SHIPPING SERVICES

" One Month
Freewitha6 |
. Month Leasal §

[ llii /

8041 SPID

Near Ennis Joslin

www.storageunitcorpuschristi.com

Greergi%
Egg

OFFICIAL GOLD DEALER

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.c

Across

1. TKO caller

4. Kind of party

8. Set lofty goals

14. Prior to now

15. Brass member

16. Snow implement
17. Apiarist's study,
sometimes?

19. Diatribe

20. Imaginary place for lost
items

21. Sailor's choices?
22. Economic upswing
24. Survey option

26. No longer working
27. Kind of message
29. List items

31. Bladed pole

32. Anyone's game?
34. Kind of boat

35. Plato's seventh letter
36. "Stomper” is their
mascot

39. Web attachment
42. Share holder?

43. Parent's employee
47. Judge Judy's org.
48. Movie double's task
50. Like the Vikings
51. Cub's home

53. They make ukases
55. Vapor form

56. Nervous?

58. Kind of nerve

60. Tackle box item

61. He makes weekly
countdowns?

64. Make operational
65. It's often filed

66. Not of the clergy

67. Add more gold plate
68. It's just for openers
69. Storm part

Island Moon

Island Crossword

Crossword Solution on classifieds page

1 2 3 4 5

& 7 9

10

11 12 13

14 15

B 65 66

&7 68 69

Down

1. Untrained 18. Garment foran obi  44. Small flow

2. Maniac prefix 21. Touring car 45. Serpentine shape
3. Despondent 22. Cash on hand? 46. Drench

4. It's on the watch
5. Start for jet, fan or
charge

6. Bud of "Buck
Privates”

7. Run at the mouth
8. Atari game

9. Hood's blade

10. Skin features

11. Sir Walter Scott
novel

12. 1776 British soldier
13. Carmen from
"Baywatch"

23. Raw resource

25. "Jesus Christ
Superstar” song

28. Money used in
Yemen

30. Like fairy-tale
dragons

33. Ran like an iguana
37. Contemptible one
38. Sort of clock or
power

39. Diameter, in
ballistics

40. Edible mollusk
41. Postman's tote

49, Like the famous
wooden horse

52. Torah interpreter
54. Spar on a sail
57. Break the news
59. Floor square

61. Gene material
62. Eight hours, to
many workers

63. Henna, for one

Police Blotter October 16th -22nd

JFK Causeway to SPID-
Aquarius intersection

Crimes against Property
14000 block SPID 1 a.m. October 17 Theft of

Services

Disturbances

15700 block Finistere 11 p.m.

October 19

Suspicious Person
10800 block SPID Midnight October 16 Possession of

Controlled Substance

Traffic

81 Traffic Stops

SPID West to LLaguna Madre

Crimes against Person
11800 block SH 361 11 p.m. October 20 Assault with

Injury/Physical Altercation

11800 block SH 361 5 p.m. October 18 Terroristic

Threats

14300 block Cruiser 9 p.m. October 16 Terroristic

Threat/Display Weapon

14300 block Cruiser 9 p.m. October 16 Terroristic

Threat

14200 block Allamanda 9 a.m. October 21 Shots Fired
Disturbances
15300 block Bonasse 2 a.m. October 22 Noise

Ordinance Violation

14000 block Rudder 11 p.m. October 21 Noise

Ordinance Violation
3 calls for mental disorder

84 Traffic Stops

15200 block SPID Midnight October 22 Crash

Traffic

SPID/SH 361 Noon October 22 Crash

Whitecap/SPID 10 p.m. October 21 DWI

B13

SPID East to Gulf of Mexico
north to city limits

Crimes against Person
9300 block SH 361 1 p.m. October 18 Assault
Crimes against Property
6800 block SH 361 8 a.m. October 16 Theft $100-$750
Disturbances

11500 block Gulf Beach 11 a.m. October 22 Noise

Ordinance Violation

11500 block Gulf Beach Midnight October 22 Noise

Ordinance Violation

100 block Zahn Road 5 p.m. October 18
14300 Playa Del Rey 1 p.m. October 18

6700 block Seacomber 7 p.m. October 17 Boat Fire/

Rescue

6300 block SH 361 9 a.m. October 16 Building Fire

Suspicious Person
1100 block Zahn Road 9 a.m. October 22
11000 block Gulf Beach 8 p.m. October 21
11000 block Gulf Beach 6 p.m. October 21

Traffic

40 Traffic Stops

Suspicious Person
Whitecap/Gypsy 10 a.m. October 18
Whitecap/Gypsy 10 a.m. October 18

100 block Zahn Road 5 p.m. October 21 Crash
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Moon Classifieds #1019

Here’s how to place a Services Services Pool & Spa Services (Contd) Roofing (Contd)
Classified Ad Appliance Repair Housekeeping Wade In The Water Pool Services BMM
To place an ad you can call me at - fb Seaside Housekeeping & Interiors C'ﬁirt";‘St;je\f\zrrrsa;]geé‘::ﬁ:r:s Roofing
E361.'|834'1 38(12 (;r . ) Rel'ab!e quality work Don't go OTB for pool & spa chemicals! Residential & Commercial
EIRCTIFELD L P, since 1996 15715 SPID #101 361-438-4095
moonclassad@twc.com @ Insured and bonded Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
No texts please . References available FREE WATER TESTING ROOFING PROS!
Costs start at $12 for 25 words, . upon request Locally owned and operated since 2010 Custom Home Exteriors, Inc.
20 cents a word after that per issue. -N- House Appliance Please call or fext: Call 361-658-8581 Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100
;;)rc :ns?;g ::ti I:;%narL:Zaer?ai,gg?l; Repair Valerie Elliott ' Outdoor Services En%ne?tr Ingpected(/:WindstorSr?1 Celrtified
, i ; ality “Owens Corning” Shingles
pictures or clip art can be added. MOSt;?);Jl?;ni?:ds & 361-215-4640 Power Washing e Isl;l\:wd Homec;w%er "
Ads with payment can be taken to ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE .
our office at: Also offering complete dryer LI We Power Wash Roofing Padre I?Iand
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 vent clean outs Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & Since 1985!
Deadline for classified ads is no later Mention this ad for Sidewalks Stucco
than NOON on Tuesday discount on repairs Call us now to schedule an estimate GOT CRACKS?
PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED P 361-949-2773 CALL THE STUCCO PROS
BEFORE PUBLICATION 361-960-0911 Lawn & Tree Trimming AT 361.949.2100
Ui EEEp BBQ Cleaning Save Our Shores Islandscape Maintenance -
American Express, Visa, Junk Removal P Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts
MasterCard C A L L Veteran Owned & Operated Artistic Construction
Leaal & Business Nofices Furniture Removal & Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc.
Do oug\eed to place a legal or business The BB == House Clean Quts Licensed & Insured
noticg’7 You'l fingthat our?ates for running ¢ Construction Debris Removal Member of the Padre Island
? Yo : i+ *Lawn Maintenance * Power Washing Business Association
your notice cost less than many other Light Demolition * Palm Trimmi * Fall Cutback
publication in Nueces County. Authorized Technician Bulk Item Pickups . L:t”,\‘/lomm'“g i Dae Cks” ac 361-444-4702
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 Hot Tub Removals . |nsta”aﬁ0ng Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc
Th?olrs,?:ri m?;nm::zﬁkly Because YOU Fence Removal FREE ESTIMATES Fishing Cabin
. ) Dumpster Rentals AND MORE! 361-949-2773 NICE FISHING CABIN
The Island Newspaper since 1996
pap don’t want to do Owners: SHAMROCK COVE

Public School Meeting it! Tommy Hearn
Public Meeting Frank 361-813-1929 cell vy
361-99-GRILL (994-7455)

Private Island with pier
Inside remodeled owner has
moved to Dallas - $150,000

On November 13, 2023 at 6:00pm, CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com : Plumber Cal Kyle Jackson
during the Island Foundation Car Wash & Detali : Licensed Plumber 361-960-0345
regularly scheduled Board Meeting, ar Mash & Delaling “On the Island” Help Wanted

we will have a Public Hearing for the TT]Zdlrsﬁa:ilda':dPﬂ?:i:? I\?I?)tI;IIL Experienced - : Port Aransas Insurance
e Sonice || COMGROWCUTIERS || Ao Seagitin
system, known as the CHARTER We come to you providing Car 361-660-5132 regri:(;?r:mg%rvicel;mp service support staff
FIRST (Financial Integrity Wash & Full Detal Services Rooliopaisenvieas Fully Insured g Free Estimates Experience in a financial
Rating System of Texas). The Call or Text 361-462-0877 ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE y 361-446-3980 industry preferred
purpose of FIRST is to ensure that Check out our website Weekly Pool Maintenance - Repairs s Competitive pay based on
open-enrolent charter schools are for more getas i o Wolls Constructon. I cnperience

held accountable for the quality of padreislanddetail.com 25 Years Experience — Insured . ° ﬁsurgn; Ri:to;ﬁ(” ) ¢ Drop off resume at:

their financial management practices or Email Qreg at:. Free Delivery! Free Estimates! Specialists 600 Cutoff Rd STE 2 or email
and that they improve those padreislanddetail@gmail.com Island Resident Owned «  Roofing to cheryl@thirdcoastins.net
practices. The system is designed to Call 361-949-8899 e Residential & Commercial Isle Mail & More Now Hiring
encourage Texas public schools to Bryan Wolfe Full or Part Time
better manage their financial 361-949-1180 Customer Service Position
resources in order to provide the 15809 El Soccorro Loop Must enjoy working closely with
maximum allocation possible for Corpus Christi TX 78418 customers, and be proficient in
direct instructional Basic Computer Applications
purposes. Seashore Charter Schools Starting at $11/hr
received a rating of A-Superior. depending on qualifications

Apply in person at:
Isle Mail & More
14493 SPID Ste A

or send resume to:

info@islemailmore.com

WHITECAP INVITES YOU TO x‘

TEICH g
Corpus Christi Tﬁ@HT \}j/

JOIN US FOR A SPOOKTACULAR
HALLOWEEN NIGHT UNDER THE

.
] I ENCHANTING GLOW OF STRING LIGHTS
BOb all Pler STRETCHED ACROSS OUR EXPANSIVE
LAWN. WHILE HAUNTING MELODIES PLAY
Beach Route

ON OUR SPEAKERS, DARE TO PLAY OUR
THRILLING YARD GAMES AND ENJOY
COMPLIMENTARY CANDY FOR ALL.

§/E) OCTOBER 31ST
V[’ STARTING AT 5PM

14353 COMMODORES DRIVE

This guy arrived on The Island this week but couldn t find the pier. Photo =~
by Ronnie Johnson. l’

Crossword Solution

e

R|E|F S| T|A |G A|S|P I

A|G]|O T|{U]|BI|A S|IH|]O |V

ISLAND’S EDGE

Salon for Her

Docks

Boatlifts
Fishing piers
Pilings
Pergolas
HiTide dealer
25 years experience
Text Roni To Book Your All work guaranteed

Lary Appointment
_ FREE ESTIMATES
15033 S Padre Island Dr 361-537-4045

361.244 5748 lonestarhic@yahoo.com

www.lonestarhic.com
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Importance of Blood Donation
October 23, 2023

The Coastal Bend Blood Center was
formed in 1969 to centralize blood
donation efforts in the South Texas area, as
well as for Port Aransas, Rockport-Fulton,
and Corpus Christi communities. Since

its formation, it has involved over 35,000
volunteers per year, which is crucial since
over 150 people per day are needed to
donate blood to meet the needs in South
Texas. The Blood Center often places its
mobile centers at different areas such as
high schools, churches, and hospitals.
Individuals who want to donate blood can
visit the Blood Center on 209 North Padre
Island Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas during
normal business hours. While many of the
donation activities occur in Corpus Christi,
Port Aransas, and Rockport-Fulton, the
Coastal Bend Blood Center actually serves
ten counties in South Texas, which includes
over half a million residents. Bloodmobiles
operate seven days a week to ensure that
hospital and patient needs are met in this
large geographical area.

While opportunities for blood donation are
available and welcome throughout the year,
there is currently a critical need for type
B- blood and O- blood which is known as
the universal donor. O- blood can be given
to people of all blood types and is critical
in emergencies before the patient’s blood
type is known and with newborns that
need blood. The general qualifications for
blood donation include: be 17 years of age
or older, weigh at least 110 pounds, have

a pulse range between 50-100, have not
donated whole blood in the last 8 weeks,
have normal blood pressure, pulse and
temperature, do not have a cold or sore
throat, are not pregnant, and are not taking

antibiotics for an active infection. If you
have a specific question regarding your
eligibility, please call 800.299.4943.

I want to continue to bring awareness to
the many great organizations in our Coastal
Bend such as the Coastal Bend Blood
Center. About 1 in 7 people need blood
when entering a hospital, so we can truly
benefit from these types of worthwhile
organizations by doing our part to raise
awareness and try and participate in blood
donations.

You can find more information about ways
to help by donating blood as well as gain
additional information about the Coastal
Bend Blood Center and what it does as

an organization by visiting their website

at Coastal Bend Blood Center.

If you have questions regarding
any of the information mentioned in this
week’s article, please do not hesitate to call
my Capitol or District Office. Please always
feel free to contact my office if you have
any questions or issues regarding a Texas
state agency, or if you would like to contact
my office regarding constituent services.
As always, my offices are available at any
time to assist with questions, concerns or
comments (Capitol Office, 512-463-0672;
District Office, 361-949-4603).

- State Representative Todd Hunter,
District 32

Rep. Hunter represents Aransas County
and Part of Nueces County. He can be
contacted at todd.hunter@house.texas.gov
orat 512-463-0672.

Annual Halloween Canal Crawl
Photos By Debbie Nobel

~

The Islander Post calls Padre Island home
and that is a source of great pride for its
members. So much so that our service
caps have Padre Island on them as the
post location instead of Corpus Christi.
There is nothing wrong with Corpus...
There is just something different about the
vibe of the Island. When you cross over
the JFK Bridge you can almost feel the

B 15

American Legion Post 229

Search for a Home

of large items for a raffle. If you can help us
with any of these areas, please reach out to
our email listed at the end of this article.
Once we have our own building, we will

be able to set up offices for our Veteran’s
Service Officers, the Post Commander,
Adjutant and other officers. We will have

a kitchen and bar enabling us to host
breakfast or dinner events and hope to have

tension drain away and you know that good regularly scheduled events open to all. A

neighbors, good friends and good times are
ahead.

Though we call Padre Island home the Post
still doesn’t have a permanent residence

to call its own. Thanks to Tony Tagliaferro
and everyone at Island Italian Restaurant
we have a place to hold our monthly
meetings until we do get our own building.
Tony graciously opens the restaurant to

us on a night they are normally closed,
and we will be eternally grateful for their
generosity.

The search for a building or property for
the post has been going on for a while,
and as a new organization we have been
running our programs on limited funds
from donations that we use to purchase
food for the events we hold on the Island
such as the PINS Easter Egg Hunt and the
PINS Blue Moon Luau, the search hasn’t
been exactly fruitful. We have inquired
about many properties, some belong to the
city or county, some belong to businesses
that have properties on the island that are
sitting empty, and some were on the local
market and, at the moment, are not within
our budget. We have done a couple of
fundraisers and have received great support
from everyone we meet. Even the grilling
trailer we use at our events was donated to
us by an island resident.

We are looking to do more large type
fundraisers to help in the pursuit of

a property and recently received the

great news that our 501(c)19 non-profit
application was approved. In the coming
months we are hoping to hold a raffle and
on January 20" we are holding an event
with live music in conjunction with a
silent and live auction. We are in need of
sponsors to help with the costs involved in
setting up the show and for items for the
silent and live auctions. These could be
baskets with items from local businesses,
guides offering fishing or hunting trips,
businesses offering services or donations

PadreBoatTours.com
Cruises aboard the Island’s new
35-foot tour boat now available!

Call 361-252-1510 for reservations
or go to Padreboattours.com
Individual and group rates available
Go to Padre Boat Tours on
Facebook!

building allows us to have areas set up for
meetings and storage of our equipment that
is currently being kept at various members’
homes. Most importantly it will provide a
place for veterans or their family members
to find support that otherwise wouldn’t be
available on the Island. Veterans can be
reluctant to open up to people that haven’t
served because military service is an
experience that is hard to explain. There

is a closeness and comorodery that never
goes away, and it doesn’t matter where or
when you served or even which branch

of the service you were in, walking into

an American Legion Post gives you the
knowledge that the people you are talking
to can relate to your situation because they
have lived it themselves. It’s part of the
American Legion’s spirit of separating the
war from the warrior and it can make all the
difference.

We have our permanent charter for Post 229
and are working to get enough members for
an American Legion Riders Chapter. Many
people have inquired about the American
Legion Auxiliary and the Son’s of the
American Legion for family members of
veterans that qualify or would have qualified
for membership in the American Legion.
We have to reach at least fifteen people
interested in joining a program before we
can move forward with it. Anyone that
would like to apply for the Auxiliary or
Son’s should reach out via our email to ask
any questions or add your name to the list.
Veterans or active-duty members from

any branch can find more information on
our Facebook page: American Legion

Post 0229 “The Islander Post” and riders
can go to: American Legion Riders

Post 229 “The Islander Post”. Email:
americanlegionpost0229@gmail.com

Our next meeting will be on November 8%
at the Island Italian Restaurant. Social hour
starts at 6:00 pm with the meeting starting at
7:00 pm.

Padre Landscapes

Commarcial & Rxidental ¥ Servom
Numsery & Cryanics

WINKER OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
SMALL BUSINESS AWARD

+ Drganic & Convertions| Sardening
+ mﬁtﬁlrﬂlmim
+ Thohuk Work & Wirker Fioumicy

Padrelandscapes.com

(361) 949-6999

padralandarapesiive.com
Muirséty - 16405 SPID, Sbe. B

- SAFEC-.GUARD

___-.
r~J

STC}FIF\.GE

*MINI OFFICES AND WAREHOUSES
*0DFFICE WITH ATTACHED 10X15 STORAGE
*DRIVE UP OVERHEAD DOOR
*ADDITIONAL STORAGE AVAILADLE
*DRIVE UF FRONT DOOR PARKING
*PACKAGE DELIVERIES ACCEPTED

*CABLE AND INTERNET AVAILABLE

(361) 937 _3'573 | 10514 S.P.I.D
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The gangfrom Red s Riviera are
getting ready for the Pink Flamingo
Club Crawl on November 5th.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN EVERYBODY!!!

I don’t care what the thermometer says, it’s
autumn out there because the calendar says

so. In fact, Thanksgiving is right around the
corner and then... Christmas and New Years

is only a month after that. And just to state the
obvious, Christmas falls on a Monday and New
Year's Eve is on Sunday this year. And it’s my
understanding that this winter will be wetter
and colder. Which for me means I get to play
chicken with crummy outside weather for the
bands to play in. And at Shorty s that means we
put the music in the corner of an already tiny
space and get friendly. And as for Halloween,
the 31 falls on Tuesday so most of the clubs
are celebrating this Saturday except for Shorty's
and Red s who are throwing down on Halloween
proper. Shorty s has the Groove playing. I love
Halloween. 1t’s a silly holiday where otherwise
mature adults can dress crazy and go incognito.
What could be more fun you ask? How about

a Pink Flamingo Club Crawl? Yup. KK tells
me that Red s is sponsoring one on Sunday,
November 5%. I tell you this now so you will
have time to figure out your decorations. You
can bet me and my Mermaid Gal are on top

of it. There’s a $10 entry fee and the event is a
fundraiser for the Port Aransas Animal Shelter
so bring some pet food, kitty litter, flea meds

or pet treats, too. The crawl goes from 1:00 to
6:00 PM so the line-up starts at 12:30 in the IGA
parking lot. Raffle tickets will also be on sale.
Here’s the pub schedule: Red’s 1-2, Salty Dog
2-3, Bernie’s 3-4, Shorty’s 4-5 and then back to
Red’s at 5:00 to see who won the prizes for best
cart and team costumes. I see a new tradition in
the making.

Scattered shots ...

_—— —

Raul Ayala with Christopher Ivory and
Matt Maldanado attacked Shorty’s last
Friday.

Last weekend was another bonafied hoot. It
appears that Bron's and Shorty s are committed
to keeping the live music scene alive. In the
name of symmetry, San Antonio musicians
Ruben V and Chris Boss played opposite each
other again last weekend, as they did the week
before at Shortys and Bron's. There is one
exception being that the music goes on early at
Bron s (7-10) and later at Shorty s (9-1), but that
kind of works out well, too. I can honestly say,
those two guys are masters of their trade and
can arguably hold their own with ANY guitarist
out there. Tell me I’'m wrong. I’'m going to put
both those cats on the same show sometime next
season. Just watch for the mushroom cloud.
And how about the new kid on the block, Raul
Ayala, turning heads where ever he plays. He
completely smoked Shorty s last Friday. I also
caught Blues Runner Mike O’Neil at Bron s for
some velvety Hammond B-3 organ sounds from
Charlie Rouzer. That’s another sweet band that
you gotta catch sometime. Also the Wooden Boat
Festival was happening over in the city park
and I got to see the Cleartones playing. You can
catch them every Wednesday at the VFW now.
Plus Shorty s had their annual Art Faire going
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Island Moon

on Sunday with Brad Ethridge providing the
tunes. Do we live in a great place or what?
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The Cleartones played the Wooden
Boat Festival at Roberts Point Park last
Saturday and will play the VFW every
Wednesday.

DO NOT MISS LIST
Coming this weekend...

Cruise Control will play Bron s on
Friday.

Here we go again! It’s Halloween weekend so
this should be good. Lots of costume parties
going on. Coming this Friday the 27" we have
a “Haunted Garden Party” and costume contest
at the Gaff with the Dunebillies playing. Also
on Friday the Rialto Theater in AP is having a
toy drive at their “Haunted Theater”... I sure
like the way the Rialfo is coming back alive
over there. Elsewhere on Friday, Dreaming

in Color will play Shorty s, the big horn party
band Cruise Control will play Bron's Backyard,
Buddy Cortina will be at Treasure Island and
Robert McCoy will play the new hip VEW
where the locals party. They’ll be having their
annual Pumpkin Patch too this weekend. On
Saturday, downtown Corpus will be celebrating
the Dia de Los Muertos Festival with all kinds
of ghoulish activities. Also on Saturday the Gaff’
will host another BELT SANDER RACE with
Jim Dugan performing,.. go Moon Monkey,
Todd Dorn and the Sea Drifters will play
Shorty's, the CBGB’s will play Bron's and

the Back Pew Revival will play Treasure
Island. On Sunday there’s a big show in town
at the American Bank Center with Grupo
Frontera, Brad Ethridge will play the Gaff,
Rich Lockhart will play the VFW, and Shorty's
will have their usual Sunday Funday with

Jim Dugan and Ty Dietz. And on Halloween
proper, Shorty s will have the Groove and the
VFEW will have our own Rasta Cowboy Billy
Snipes. And speaking of Halloween have you
been following the Gaff bartender Summer
Miller on Facebook? She has been donning

a different Halloween costume every day in
October... and I’m talking about really cool
costumes every day. She has really gone above
and beyond on this deal. I hereby dub her the
Port A Queen of Halloween. Some people go
gaga over Christmas (Heidi) and other holidays,
but our sweet Summer takes the cake, hands
down, for her over the top 1° through 31% Days
of Halloween costumes. I’m telling you this gal
wore a different (and super killer) costume every
day in October. I applaud the effort.

On the horizon...
On the near horizon... my island daughter
Cheyenne Foss is marrying her man Kody on
Saturday, November 4. I love you Shiny. Also
there’s a big songwriter festival in Rockport on
the 3™ through the 5. Plus on November 5",
Daylight Savings Time will end and of course
the Pink Flamingo Pub Crawl. Also watch for
Vallejo, Lil’ Wayne, Max & Heather Stalling
and the Fredericksburg Balloon Fest . Yall be
safe out there... it could get spooky.

J7 3 And, that’s the truth 333

The Back Pew Revival will play
Treasure Island this Saturday. Photo by
Pam Felder
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Summer Miller is Port A’s Queen of

The Groove will play Shorty’s on
Halloween

Halloween night.
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