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By Dale Rankin

It came rolling in OTB Wednes-
day evening like a cool collective
washcloth across the Island fore-
head — a cool front that dropped
the humidity faster than the old
Harbor Bridge. As you can see
from this photo when a cool front
comes through, beachgoers at
Whitecap Beach come disguised
as empty sand.

There is an election on...

If you haven’t voted in the elec-
tion for amendments to the Texas
Constitution, early Voting con-
tinues at the Island Presbyterian
Church through the weekend and
on Election Day Tuesday.

The number of registered voters
on Padre Island has increased
from 6777 in 2010 to 8251 today
and that is a high number given
the population Around The Island
of about 10,000 permanent resi-
dents. If you aren’t registered you
still have time before the Party
Primaries in March when our vote
is going to be crucial in the race
for the newly-drawn congressional
seat we will be included in.

La Posada on the horizon

The La Posada Lighted Boat
Parade is going to be here before
we know it and the first event is
set for The Waterline at Doc’s on
Thursday, November 6 to benefit
the La Posada Foundation. Tickets
can be had at Padre Island Cigar
Company or online. The boat pa-
rades are on Friday, December 12
and Saturday, December 13 barely
a month away. We will have more
details in the next few issues.
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Property Owners Association to issue

design request for Island Seagate
Location to be site of previous structure between
Packery Channel and Lake Padre

By Dale Rankin

The Padre Isles Property Owners
Association (PTIPOA) announced
this week it will issue Requests for
Qualifications (RFQ) for the design
of a seagate to restrict water flow
during high water events on Padre
Island.

The location of the seagate, unless

site of the previous seagate between
Packery Channel and the entrance
to Lake Padre on land owned by

the Texas General Land Office and
under lease to the City of Corpus
Christi.

“We are 85% sure that is the best
location for a seagate,” said George
Reed, President of the PIPOA Board

otherwise determined, will be at the of Directors. “What we need are

Beachcombing Report

Creepy Dolls arrive just

e GN : i e
Creepy doll found on the Padre Island Natzonal Seashore

Halloween!
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Follow the money

details for the design.”

Board members said this week
that the City of Corpus Christi
has informed them it “has no
interest in participating” in the
design nor the funding of the sea-
gate. A previous proposal to use
$250,000 in funds from the Is-
land Tax Increment Reinvestment

Seagate cont. on page A5

1n time for

By Jace Tunnell

Each week during my beach
surveys along the Texas Coast, |
never know what I’ll find washed
up with the tide, but one category
of discovery never fails to raise
eyebrows — creepy dolls. Worn,
sun-bleached, and often missing
limbs or eyes, these eerie toys
have become one of the most
bizarre and talked-about finds
during my time beachcombing.

Beachcombing cont. on page A5

Island vote crucial in Race for new U.S.

Congressional seat
Four candidates raise $2.5 million

By Dale Rankin

Candidates are lining up for the
primary election for the seat in the
newly redrawn U.S. Congressional
District 34 which includes Padre
Island and Flour Bluff.

After the November 2026 General
Election neither will longer be
represented by current Congress-

man Michael Cloud whose district
will include only downtown Corpus
Christi, including the port, and a
slice across northern Nueces Coun-
ty with the rest of the county in the
newly drawn lines of District 34.

The new district stretches from
Nueces County through Kleberg,
Willacy, Kenedy, and Cameron
counties and a check of the metro-

A little Island history

Opening of Corpus Christ1 Pass
Plan from 1967

\When the dredging of Packery
Channel was approved in 2000 it
was the culmination of years of at-
tempts to make a permanent water
pass through The Island.

In 1967, the same year Hurricane
Beulah cut The Island into more
than a dozen pieces and opened the
pass, a study was commissioned by
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission to determine the feasibility
of opening Corpus Christi Pass on

Corpus Christi Pass

politan areas in the new district
finds that about 280,000 of the
residents in the new district out-
side Nueces County are distrib-
uted across the cities of the Rio
Grande Valley with the majority
of the voters coming from the
Corpus Christi area.

Congress cont. on page A6

a permanent basis. By 1970 the
pass had silted shut but before
the plan could be put into effect
Hurricane Celia roared through
the Coastal Bend and opened it
again.

The exact location of Corpus
Christi Pass has moved around
over the last few decades. What
was originally Corpus Christi
Pass was actually a series of

History cont. on A4
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By the numbers

Island Tax
Incremental
Reinvestment
Zone

Editor s note: The City of Corpus
Christi this week released updat-
ed numbers for the Island Tax
Incremental Reinvestment Zone
#2. Funds for TIRZ #2 are derived
from property tax on new con-
struction inside the boundaries of
the zone since its creation in 2002.
It was renewed in 2022 and now
runs through the year 2042. Mon-
ey raised in the zone is earmarked
for improvements inside its bound-
aries. The zone includes areas on
The Island zoned for commercial
and retail business, it does not
include areas zoned for residen-
tial. The numbers are current as of
August 31, 2025.

Revenue

$11.1 million fund balance begin-
ning Fiscal Year 2025

$6.4 million total revenue year to
date 2025

$4.6 million income from proper-
ty taxes year to date 2025

TIRZ cont. on page A5

New rules for
POA regulation

of fences
State law makes
changes to property
associations’

authority
The Texas Legislature in its 2025
session made changes to the Texas
Property Code regarding fences
around private residences. Sen-
ate Bill 711, which modified 2
Texas Property Code §202.023
took effect September 1, 2025,
and changes what control proper-
ty owner associations have over
fences.

Under the revised law, Home-
owners Associations and Property
Owners Associations may no
longer completely prohibit security
fences on private property as part
of a homeowner’s right to install
“security measures.” This in-
cludes perimeter fencing for safety
and privacy purposes. However,
associations may still regulate
important aspects of those fences,
including:

* Material and design standards:
Boards may require certain mate-
rials, colors, or styles to maintain
architectural consistency.

Fences cont. on A4
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Island Moon

Farley Boat Works Wooden Boat Festival 2025
Photos by Dale Rankin

The Port Aransas Wooden Boat Festival, which began in 2014, is an annual three-day

family friendly event that features handcrafted kayaks, paddleboards, skiffs and sailing

boats — as well as historic Farley boats.
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Community

MONDAYS

[anred & [ored

Join Valray on the front lawn for a
toning dance and defense class.
Great for all ages.

WEEKLY @ 6:00 PM

TUESDAYS

Carad, Trurg

Learn more about the Whitecap NPI
community on a guided boat tour
through the canals.
Scheduled by appointment.

CALL TO BOOK YOUR TOUR:
(361) 309-2403

WEDNESDAYS

’ ’
’
e
Experience Tai Chi with
Grand Master Mark on our front lawn,

then unwind with a locally brewed
Chai Tea from Coffee Waves.

WEEKLY @ 6:00 PM

:\\__./

THURSDAYS

(afiain's Keserve

Savor cigars from
Padre Island Cigar Company
paired with a rum tasting by

Vida Cana Rum. Gather
on the deck or dock.

WEEKLY @ 6:30 PM

SATURDAYS

Wake up at Whitecap with

a guided sunrise yoga class
on our front lawn or deck.

WEEKLY @ 7:00 AM

SUNDAYS

An evening of painting,
coastal colors, and your drink
of choice—guided by
Padre Island Art Gallery on our
front deck.

BI-WEEKLY @ 4:00 PM

Join us on the third Thursday of the
month, with live music and local
vendors on our front lawn.

4.00 PM-7.00 PM

Whitecap Sales Center: LEARN MORE AT
14353 Commodores Dr. whitecaplivingnpi.com
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 Follow us on social media!l
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Trunk or Treat
Photos by Debbie Noble

Island Baptist Church
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Letters to the Editor

T AM WHEEL. HEAR ME SQUEAK.

What is widest and deepest that
Packery Channel — by any name —
has ever been?

First off it is not possible to say exactly
where Corpus Christi Pass has been located
over the years. The current location near
Fish Pass is relatively new and is not the
same location indicated in writing from
Spanish explorers in the 1700’s. On a sand
island a big blow or a small hurricane can
move a pass quickly and often.

Traditionally any pass located near the
current location of Packery Channel was re-
ferred to as Corpus Christi Pass. That pass,
between Padre and Mustang Island has
been reported as much as 30 feet deep and
one mile wide. A chart of the Texas coast in
1908 showed it to be at least one-half a mile
wide and from 25 to 30 feet deep. What is
now known as Packery Channel has been
open intermittently subject to tides and
hurricanes.

At various times when Mother Nature
closed it attempts were made to reopen and
dredge the pass but Mother Nature always
won. The pass that eventually became the
ski basin — adjacent to the east side of the
361/Packery Bridge was dredged in 1874
and it was this route which was just to the
north of Corpus Christi Pass eventually
became the route for Packery Channel.
However when Corpus Christi Pass was at
its widest and deepest it encompassed the
arca that included both what is now Packery
Channel and Corpus Christi Pass as well.

The tidal flow from the Hurricane of 1919
affected tidal flow along this part of the
coast and Corpus Christi Pass began to
close. It was still used by smaller boats and
fishermen and was completely closed by
1933. Only once since then was an attempt
made to open it until the building of the
Packery Channel.

That was in 1938 when a large suction
dredge was put to work but workmen
discovered that the pass could fill in as fast
as they could dredge it. Finally, according
to those who were around at the time, it was
the opening of the Intracoastal in the 1940’s
that changed the water flow in the bay and
closed the passes. They were re-opened by
various hurricanes over the years but Moth-
er Nature closed them again.

Dale Rankin

:

Corpus Christi Pass Location

Donors Beware!

Last week an assault was launched
against 1.4 million American charitable
organizations. If you give money to
charity, you need to know the facts, so this
exploitation doesn’t reach you, too.

The “crowdfunding platform” called
GoFundMe created these dubious donation
pages without these nonprofits’ approval,
authorization, or even knowledge. Aided in
part by data from PayPal, the scheme draws
upon publicly available tax information and
sometimes even uses outdated nonprofit
logos. They have gamed the system to rank
higher on internet search engines than offi-
cial donation pages.

The goal appears to be siphoning
money from well-intentioned people that
may or may not ever reach the intended
charity. What is known is that the platform
will take a 16 percent platform fee off the
top. This includes a standard transaction
fee, an extra “tip” for GoFundMe (why?),
and an additional surcharge for recurring
gifts (why?). At best, the duped donors who
give $100 will have only $84 reach the
charitable mission.

Worse, the charity will never know
the donors’ identities, so there will be
no “thank you” note, no tax receipt, no
relationship with the nonprofit, and no
recognition will be given for the gift.

Nonprofits are being advised to
challenge GoFundMe for its unauthorized
charitable solicitations and trademark
infringement. Some are reaching out to
their state Attorney General (in Texas it’s
the Charitable Trust section which protects
80,000 active charities) and the Federal
Trade Commission.

Advice for donors: Never make a
gift through an intermediary; always give
directly to the charities you support.

Tom Cullinan

Update: GoFundMe has apologized to
nonprofits for its actions. It says it is making
nonprofit pages opt-in only by the non-
profit, it is removing unclaimed nonprofit
pages from its index, and it will continue to
include nonprofits on its directory so they
are discoverable and create fundraisers (so
GoFundMe can profit from the transactions).

Island obituary

Rhonda Shirey Stewart

With a heavy heart, the family of Rhonda
Shirey Stewart, 71, of Port Aransas, Texas
must announce the passing of our beloved
sister, aunt and cousin on October 11th,
2025, at her home.

Rhonda Shirey Stewart was born in 1954
in Midland, Texas to Raymond and Gladys
Shirey. As a child, her parents moved the
family to Austin, Texas. Rhonda grew up
riding horses around South Austin with her
sister, Diana, and water skiing behind the
family boat on Lake Austin. Rhonda grad-
uated from Crockett High School in 1974,
located in Austin, Texas.

As a self-made professional, Rhonda man-
aged an office for Morgan Drive-Away, a
mobile home moving company, and later
drove horse carriages for Austin Carriage
Company. Throughout the 1980°s Rhonda
worked as a bartender in the Austin area
and later opened her own bars, The Saloon
and later Giddy Ups. In 1998, Rhonda
made her way to Port Aransas, Texas while
vacationing with family, when she discov-
ered a property for sale. She decided to sell
her bars in Austin, make the move to Port
Aransas and purchase the future home of
The Salty Dog Saloon on Alister Street. The
original building for The Salty Dog Saloon
became a fixture on the island, featured

in Texas Highways Magazine and in an
episode of the hit PBS TV series, “The Day-
tripper”, until it was destroyed by hurricane
Harvey in 2017.

Fortunately, two years later, Rhonda was
able to rebuild The Salty Dog Saloon and
reopen the business to much fanfare by
locals and tourists. For nearly 30 years the
residents of Port Aransas have embraced
the well-known slogan of the Salty Dog
Saloon, “Remember Da Dog, the Coolest
Honky Tonk on the Texas Riviera.” Rhonda
was also known by her friends and family
to be an avid dog lover, poker player and
award-winning fisherman.

She is survived by her sister Diana Hurry,
brother-in-law James Hurry, niece Blair
Hurry and several cousins. She is prede-
ceased by her father, Raymond Shirey and
mother, Gladys Shirey. A Celebration of
Life will be held in November at The Salty
Dog Saloon located at 203 N Alister St, Port
Aransas, TX 78373. Exact time and date of
service will be announced on the official
Salty Dog Saloon Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/saltydogsaloon78373 In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Salty Paws of Port Aransas via their website
https://saltypawsofportaransas.org/ and click
on the “donate” button. Donations can also
be made through their Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/SaltyPawsofPortAran-
sas/ and click the link “donate here”. Please
mail check donations to Salty Paws, P.O.
Box 2892, Port Aransas, Tx 78373. Receipts
for all donations will be sent to individuals
for both those made online and mailed in. If
other methods are preferred, please contact
SaltyPawsPA@gmail.com or call 361-774
9888.

The Bible and the Constitution

The Bible, in most parts, more, not less, is
a set of rules for the whole world just as the
Constitution is a set of rules for Democracy
of all Americans. If these rules are accept-
ed and used it makes for a more peaceful,
prosperous, lifestyle. |For those that oppose
those rules, hopefully all patriotic Ameri-
can will join forces with power and vigor to
end that movement peaceful without a shot
being fired and body getting killed

Amen, said Brother Ben, Peace on Earth
and good will toward mankind. God bless
America, the home of the brave and free.

Bobbie Kimbrell
D.O.B. 7/11/30
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History cont. from Al

passes which began at the bay side of what
is now Fish Pass and ran parallel to the
beach all the way down Padre Island to
what is now the end of Whitecap Boulevard.
The last remnant of the historic Corpus
Christi Pass is Lake Padre. The pass his-
torically was considered the dividing line
between Padre and Mustang Islands. That
line now is Packery Channel which was
originally part of the Corpus Christi Pass
system.

But as far back as the 1960s there was an
acknowledge need for a permanent wa-
ter-exchange pass between the Gulf and
Corpus Christi Bay. A study was commis-
sioned in February of 1967 by the firm of
Turner, Collie & Braden based in Hous-
ton and presented to the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission in June of that year.
The idea of cutting the pass was done in
an attempt to reduce salinity levels in the
Upper Laguna. It was part of a larger plan
to combat hypersalinity in the Laguna. The
study concluded that a pass could be cut
through Mustang and Padre Islands but
jetties would be needed to keep it open in
the long term.

The Plan

It called for “heavy stone revetments...to
fix the Gulf mouth of the pass and protect
it from wave attack.” It also called for the
revetments to be at the terminus of jetties
which would be a total of 1400 feet in
length, bordering a channel that would be
ten-feet deep by one hundred feet across
on the Gulf side of the beach and sixty-feet
wide and seven-feet deep on the bay side.

Island Moon

The side slopes would be at a ratio of one
vertical to three horizontal.

Heavy stone revetments would run from
the gulf end of the jetties to a distance of
1000 feet landward with layers of stone
weighing up to three tons and to a thickness
of six feet. Lighter stones weighing up to
400 pounds would then be placed inside
the rocks from the Gulf mouth to the point
where the channel emptied into the bay.

The jetties would be 400 feet apart on the
gulf side and extend a mere 400 feet out
beyond the beach. The exact length would
be determined not by designers but by the
budget. The total budget for the project var-
ied from $2.7 million for 1000-foot jetties
to $5.4 million for 2200-foot jetties with
half of the costs being the actual construc-
tion costs of the jetties themselves and the
remainder for engineering, inspections and
labor. Annual dredging was anticipated to
cost between $66,000 and $100,000.

But over the years as The Island was bat-
tered by hurricanes and as attentions shifted
to rebuilding rather than new construction
the idea for a permanent Corpus Christ Pass
was forgotten. Jetties were built at Fish Pass
but lost the battle with Mother Nature and
sealed shut.

It wasn’t until July 2005 when the tidal
surge from Hurricane Emily washed the
last plug of sand from the nearly complete
Packery Channel that The Island had a per-
manent water exchange pass.

Dale Rankin

Fences cont. from Al

* Location restrictions: HOAs/POAs can
now prohibit fences in certain areas includ-
ing sidewalks, easements, drainage areas, or
license zones.

* Front yard restrictions: Associations

may restrict fencing in front of the front-
most building line of a dwelling, unless

the homeowner qualifies for an exemp-

tion (such as law enforcement officers or
persons whose addresses are confidential by
law).

* Driveway gate setbacks: If a driveway
connects to a laned roadway, the gate must
be set back at least 10 feet from the right-
of-way.

Grandfathered and exempt properties
Homeowners who installed front yard or
perimeter fences before September 1, 2025,
are grandfathered under the previous rules
and are not subject to the new restrictions.

Exemptions also apply to

* Homeowners whose addresses are protect-
ed from public disclosure under Texas or
federal law.

* Homeowners who can document a
security need through a law enforcement
agency, such as a credible threat or safety
risk. Summary of post-2025 HOA/POA
control: 3 Control Area Authority Granted
to HOA/POA (2025) Homeowner Protec-
tion Prohibiting security fences Not allowed
Homeowners may always install perimeter
fencing Material, design, color Allowed
Subject to prior approval under architectural
guidelines Fences on sidewalks/easements
May prohibit None if fence obstructs access
or drainage Front yard fences May prohibit,
unless exempt Grandfathered or exempt
owners may retain Driveway gates Must be
10 ft. setback applies statewide.

An outline of the changes was presented
at the monthly meeting of the Padre Isles
Property Owners Association Board of
Directors meeting this week. It reads as
follows:

Control Area Authority granted to HOA/POA Homeowner protection

Prohibiting Security Fences Not allowed Homeowners may always install

perimeter fencing

Material design, color Allowed Subject to prior approval

under architectural guidelines

Fences on Sidewalks May prohibit None if fence obstructs

and Easements access or drainage

Front yard fences May prohibit unless exempt Grandfathered or
exempt owners
may retain

Driveway gates

Must be 10 feet back

Applies statewide

Around cont. from Al

Island street work

The City of Corpus Christi this week
released its Rapid Pavement Program for
2026 and includes some streets Around The
Island scheduled for work by the end of
2027. They include:

Ambrosia from Aquarius to Jackfish
Fortuna Bay from Gypsy to the dead end
Goldfish from Ambrosia to Jackfish

Indigo from Ambrosia to Jackfish

Mingo Cay from Mont Pelee to the dead end

Mont Pelee from Fortuna Bay to Hawks-
nest Bay

Scallop from Ambrosia to Jackfish

That’s all for now everybody, have a
spooky old time this weekend and expect
a traffic jam Saturday night as the trick or
treaters hit the streets and say hello if you
see us Around The Island.

By Dale Rankin

Five decades ago the original developers
of Padre Island had a choice to make.
They could either build sidewalks along
the new Island streets they were creating
or they could dedicate additional land for
parks when they handed The Island and its
infrastructure over to the City of Corpus
Christi. Having plenty of vacant land and
always short on money they chose the latter.
The Island has 49.7 acres of parkland
scattered across five city parks on Padre
Island with some designed to be large
enough for placement of a drilling rig.
But a check of those parks finds little in
the way of improvements in the past five
decades with the work about to begin at
Commodores Park the most significant

in our history, and a new skatepark under
development at Billish Park paid for, not
with city bond money as in other parts

of the city, but rather with funds raised

on Padre Island through the Island’s Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone #2. This all
came into focus this week when a press
release from the City of Corpus Christi
crossed my desk extolling the “Major
Parks & Recreation Improvement Projects
Completed in FY 2025.” It reads in part:

The Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation
Department is dedicated to enhancing

the quality of life for its residents

through a range of major improvement
projects throughout the city. From the
groundbreaking Bill Witt Aquatic Center,
marking the most significant expansion

of the city’s aquatic program in over 50
years, to the addition of new dog parks,
basketball courts, and playgrounds, the city
is brimming with opportunities for leisure,
recreation, and fitness.

Completed Development & Capital
Improvement Projects include

Major Projects

* Bill Witt Aquatic Center with two pools
* Cole Park Plaza Shade Structure
« Littles-Martin House Rehabilitation
* Ben Garza Gym Improvements
* Dr. H.C. Dilworth Park Pavilion
* Maryanne’s Way Park Improvements
* Basketball Court Improvements at:
o Dr. H.C. Dilworth Park
o San Diego Park
0 Molina Veterans Park

Two New Dog Parks

» West Guth Dog Park (new amenity)
* Parker Dog Park (new amenity)
« Bill Witt Dog Park (enhanced lighting)

Twelve New Playgrounds

* Hans & Pat Suter Wildlife Refuge
(playground replaced with shade added)
* Airline Park (playground replaced with

shade added)
» Wooldridge Park (playground replaced
with shade added)

* Casa Linda Park (playground replaced)
* Airport Park (playground replaced with
shade added)

* South Sea Park (playground replaced with
shade added)
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* Holly Park (playground replaced with
shade added)
* Lamar Park (playground replaced with
shade added)
* Patterson Park (new playground with
shade)
* Prescott Park (new playground)
* Vanderbilt Park (new playground)
* Caswell Park (new playground)

Major Repair and Maintenance
Projects

* Ben Garza Gym Improvements
* Greenwood Pool Repairs
* North Beach Boardwalk (debris removal,
reconstruction further inland)
» Lakeview Park (trellis replacement)
» Hans & Pat Suter Wildlife Refuge (bridge,
overlook reconstruction, parking lot)

Projects on the Horizon

The Parks & Recreation Department is on
track to deliver several highly anticipated
improvements in FY2026, including:

* Sherrill Veterans Memorial Park’s
Helicopter Monument
 Harbor Bridge Mitigation Parks (4 parks,
one trail)
e Marina Piers A, B, C, D, & L
Reconstruction
» Marina Peoples Street Boardwalk
Reconstruction
* Greenwood Sports Complex
* Commodore Park Improvements Phase |
» Zahn Road Lifeguard & Restroom Facility
* North Beach Eco Park
* H-E-B Tennis Center Parking Lot
Improvements
* Nutrition Education Service Center
(generator)
* Littles-Martin House Phase 2
* Cole Park Splash Pad Shade and Seating
* Oak Park Playground
» Swantner Park Lighting
* Stonybrook Gazebo Replacement
Go back and look at those again. You will
find two on Padre Island. Maryanne’s Way
Park Improvements and Commodores Park
Improvement Phase I.

They include two new dog parks and
improvements to a third, while the
Island’s only dog park, paid for solely by
donations and mowed by volunteers is not
on the list and under Parks and Recreation
Department rules not eligible for the Adopt
A Park Program. Twelve New Playgrounds,
Major Repair and Maintenance Projects,
Projects on the Horizon and how many are
located on Padre Island? Take a look at the
list of bond projects for the City of Corpus
Christi included here back to 2012 and
count how many of them are on The Island.
I won’t belabor this because I think you get
the point.

Two things to consider

There are two key points to consider here:
First, a list of bond projects, including
parks, is expected to be in place by August
2026 to be placed on a November 2026
ballot: Second, that ballot will also include
an election for five seats on the Corpus
Christi City Council.

Is anyone listening?

Certified Technicians

361-949-7570

marinemasters@hotmail.com

Marine Masters

Mohile Marine Service

We've been providing
quality marine repairs at

» Tamaha » Honda your place since 2001,
» Suznki o« Mercury

« Evinrude « Mariner Uperﬂtﬂr Owner
» Johnson  » Volvo JTon Reynolds

361-728-1745

Monarch Butterfly by Padre Island Madre
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The White-spotted Puftfer Fish

By Kayla Pringle

Torquigener albomaculosus

As someone who considers themselves a
bird person, I’'m aware of the many differ-
ent examples of courtship displays between
male and female birds. Courtship displays
can include special movements, songs,
calls, or physical postures that one or both
sexes perform to attract a mate and signal
readiness to breed. I previously believed
that birds were the only animal group that
went to great extremes to impress a mate,
but [ was wrong.

A perfect example is the white-spotted puft-
erfish, which has a spectacular courtship
display of its own. Males of this species
create a large circle on the seafloor using
their bodies. This is done to attract females
for breeding and usually takes more than

a week to complete. As the male shapes

the circle, he uses his fins to carve evenly
spaced divots in the sand around the entire
perimeter. He then gathers shells and pieces
of coral to decorate each divot and crafts

an intricate maze-like pattern in the center.
His hope is that a female will be impressed
enough to lay her eggs in the middle of his
circle.

In 1995, a photographer discovered one of
these mysterious sand circles underwater
but had no idea what—or who—created
them. After years of observation, scientists
finally identified the artist in 2011: the male
white-spotted pufferfish.

These sand sculptures are found 10 - 30

TIRZ cont. from Al

$6.5 million total expenditures anticipated
2025

$4 million total fund balance year to date
2025

$20.6 million total assets

Expenditures

$6.5 million Briscoe King Pavilion im-
provements

$250,000 Packery Channel maintenance
$6.8 million Capital Improvement Projects
$14.1 million total expenditures

$2.5 million earmarked for Sand Dollar
Ave. and Crowsnest St. improvements
($850,000 repurposed for Island skate park)

$3.9 miillion in reserve for Packery Channel
maintenance

GALE LAW GROUP

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

ATTORNEYS/MEDIATORS
14633 S. Padre Island Dr.
361.808.4444

Office@GaleLawGroup.com

meters deep, off the coast of Amami
Oshima Island near Japan. Each circle is
about 2 meters wide and usually takes the
male 7 - 9 days to finish. Scientists believe
this may be the most orderly structure ever
built by any fish.

What influences a female’s choice of mate
remains somewhat of a mystery. Possible
factors include sand composition and color,
the size of the circle, and the number of
divots and peaks. Some scientists hypoth-
esize that females can gauge a male’s size
based on the scale of the circle and the div-
ots—potentially favoring larger males for
their strength and ability to provide better
protection.

Once a female chooses a mate, they spawn,
and she releases her eggs into the nest.
Afterward, she departs, leaving the male to
guard the nest until the eggs hatch, usually
about 5 days later. Once the young have
hatched, the male abandons the site and
does not reuse the nest.

The courtship behavior of the white-spot-
ted pufferfish is a striking reminder that
the animal kingdom is full of creativity
and complexity, far beyond what we might
expect. Just as birds use songs and dances
to woo a partner, these small fish transform
the seafloor into a masterpiece for love. It’s
a great example of how the drive to repro-
duce can result in breathtaking creations,
even on the ocean floor.

Packery Channel Basin

e
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People often ask, “Where are these dolls
coming from?”

There are plenty of theories. Some think
they fell out of cargo containers that slipped
off ships during storms. Others believe they
were simply lost by children playing at the
beach. A few even wonder if they’re con-
nected to La Isla de las Muifiecas, or “Doll
Island,” in Mexico, an eerie island where
dolls hang from trees as offerings to spirits.
While that makes for a great ghost story, the
real answer might be less spooky but more
important.

I believe most of the dolls — and the thou-
sands of other pieces of marine debris we
see — are washing in from rivers that dump
plastic and trash from all over the world into
the ocean. Once in the water, ocean cur-
rents, including the powerful Loop Current
in the Gulf, transport this debris across vast
distances. Here in Texas, we’re in the per-
fect (or unfortunate) position to catch it all.
In fact, our beaches receive about 10 times
more marine debris than other Gulf States
due to how these currents wrap around and

Seagate cont. from Al

Zone #2 for a water flow study to determine
the best location for a seagate was turned
down by city officials.

Reed said the early cost estimates for the
proposed seagate are “in the $5-$7 million
range.” He said PIPOA officials “could fund
it” but plan to approach adjacent private
property owners for possible assistance in
funding once the results of the RFQ are
known.

“We are working on these details now as
well as the alternatives if the stakeholders
are unable to assist. They’re level of com-
mitment will determine their level of par-
ticipation,” said PIPOA Executive Director
Rick McGinley. “The devil is in the details.
I’m hoping to get the design package ready
to go out to industry by the end of Novem-
ber. Shortly after the holidays we should
have a design package to review — January
2026. The actual construction build will
be tied, in part, to our funding sources and
the approval process for the permits. Make
no mistake, our charter is to protect this
community.”

The gate would be designed to keep water
flow below 1.9 feet per second, and protect
Island bulkheads from tidal surges up to
eight feet.

The question of who, or which organization,
would determine when to open and close
the seagate once it is complete and opera-
tional, is currently open.

“Contributing factors may come from the
National Weather Service or Hurricane
Center,” McGinley said. “We also hope to
incorporate actual water velocities mea-
sured within the canal system as another
environmental input. We expect to firm up
these details and who actually gets to pull
the trigger (close or open the gate) by the
time we get to a critical design review but in

=

) Creepy dolls in Jace Tunnell s garage justrom 2025
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Jace Tunnell holds up a“dol-l covered in barnacles near Port Aransas

deposit items along our shores.

While the creepy dolls make for fascinating
and sometimes unsettling beach finds, they
also serve as haunting reminders of how
connected our waterways are, and how far
plastic pollution can travel. Every doll tells
a story, not just of playtime lost, but of how
our trash can impact coastlines and ecosys-
tems thousands of miles away.

So next time you see one of these unsettling
faces staring up from the sand, remem-

ber: it’s more than just a creepy doll. It’s a
message from the ocean about the plastic
journey we’re all part of.

Jace Tunnell is the Director of Commu-
nity Engagement for the Harte Research
Institute at Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi. His Beachcombing series appears
on YouTube and you can follow Jace at
harteresearch.org, or Facebook (facebook.
com/harteresearch), Instagram (@harter-
esearch) and X (@HarteResearch) (the
platform formerly known as Twitter).

all likelihood, it would be handled by local
emergency management services.”

The move to a RFQ comes after a similar
request for a study on the location of the
seagate failed to produce qualified appli-
cants within the $50,000 budget. PIPOA
officials said this week that money will be
rolled into the new RFQ.

The previous seagate at the location now
proposed was removed in 2020 at the behest
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. That
seagate was built in the 1980s and never
deployed.

PIPOA officials have said previously they
want the temporary sand dam currently
blocking water flow through Lake Padre
and the Padre Island canal system to remain
in place until the new seagate is operational.
No timeline for the start nor completion of
construction on the new seagate has been
announced.

*’..
g e

The current state of the old seagate
area with Lake Padre in the background
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The race could be decided by the turnout

on Padre Island and in Flour Bluff in both
the March primaries and the November
General Election when turnout in both areas
is traditionally higher than that of Nueces
County as a whole. There are currently a
total of 8251 registered voters on Padre
Island and 14,096 in Flour Bluff. Given the
turnout in the 2024 District 34 race those
combined votes would constitute about
10% of the total votes in the District 34 race
in the November 2026 General Election.
Political pundits involved in the race say as
much as $50 million could be spent during
the contest.

The voters
8251 registered voters on Padre Island
14,096 registered voters in Flour Bluff

767,981 residents in new District 34 as per
2020 census

446,041 residents in Corpus Christi area
218,401 registered voters in Nueces County

122,339 voted in Nueces County in 2024
General Election

21,435 votes cast in Nueces County in
March 2024 Republican Primary

200,000 votes expected to be cast in Dis-
trict 34 in 2026 November General Election

122,000 votes in Corpus Christi expected to
be cast in November 2025 General Election

53% of voters in District 34 are Republican

Island Moon

Funds raised

The following number come from campaign
finance reports filed by the candidates and
are current as of September 30, 2025. Num-
bers were not available for four candidates.

$1.3 million Vicente Gonzales Jr. (Demo-
crat)

$1 million Charles Mandel (Republican)
$754,552 Mayra Flores (Republican)
$550,479 Eric Flores (Republican)
$114,514 Keith Allen (Republican)
$16,920 Etienne Rosas (Democrat)
$16,335 Bam Morales (Republican)
$12,502 Mauro Garza (Republican)
$156 Fred Hinojosa (Republican)

$0 Luis Buentello (Republican)

$0 Gregory Kunkle, Jr. (Republican)
$0 Jay Nagy (Republican)

$0 Eddie Espinoza (Green)

City of Corpus Christi Park Bond
Projects since 2012

2012

$16 million Parks & Recreation

Billish park playground improvements (no
dollar figure given)

N

01
$166 million total bonds
No parks bonds

$44.2 million streets

$3.5 million beach access road improve-
ments on Padre Island

N

$1.2 million beach maintenance facility
$4.7 million island projects — none parks

$13 million cost to island taxpayers

2018
7 park projects
$5.6 million for parks
$0 on Padre Island

020

18 projects

$12 million parks
$250,000 for Douden Park on Padre Island

2022
11 projects
$20 million for parks

$1 million design Commodores Park

2024
$175 million total
$37.6 million for parks
11 parks projects
$5 million Commodores Park

Design and construction of phase 1A which
includes a parking lot with lighting, concrete
trail/sidewalk, workout stations, shallow
bird pond, covered pavilion, birding pergo-
la, playground, and pickleball courts with
fencing and lighting.

Total parks bonds since 2012
$91.1 million total for parks since 2012
$6.25 million for Island Parks since 2012

e T - - =

Commodores Park on the Island

» All Makes and Models

ALL New Equipment
* Financing available

10% Discount for Island Homes!

Prompt Professional 24 Hour Service
No Overtime Charges

» Commercial & Residential
* 10 Year Part & Lobor Wamranties on

(361) 949-9545

Serving Padre Island & Four Biuff Since 1986
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Jones - Ready for Howloween

Every October, imagination takes center
stage. Costumes spill from closets, pump-
kins glow in unexpected places, and even
the air feels a little more playful. Hal-
loween is, at its heart, the art of make-be-
lieve—a season that invites us to create,
decorate, and delight in the unexpected.
We may not have chilly nights or rustling
leaves on the Island, but we find our own
way to celebrate. Our version of fall comes
with sea breezes, painted pumpkins, and
an extra dash of whimsy.

The Art of Dressing Up
In my family, Halloween isn’t just a
night—it is an event that begins Octo-
ber 1. We pull on our comfiest clothes,
snuggle in with something warm to sip,
and kick things off with our annual Hocus
Pocus watch party. Our costume contests
are fierce, creativity is non-negotiable, and
no one ever takes the easy route. There are
trophies to win, pride on the line, and a
whole lot of laughter along the way—even
the dogs get in on the fun.
Every costume is an opportunity to
become someone—or something—new.
My favorites are always the ones with
imagination behind them: the handmade,
slightly lopsided, sometimes sparkly cre-
ations that make everyone smile. It’s not
about store-bought perfection—it is about
keeping the magic of childhood alive, one
wild costume at a time.
And for my children, Halloween was nev-
er just about costumes and candy—it was
a full experience. We played games that
stretched the fun beyond the front porch.
The “Find the Spiders” hunt was always a
hit—hundreds of tiny plastic creepy crawl-
ies hidden throughout the house, waiting
to be discovered. It was simple, silly, and
absolutely perfect for little hands and big
imaginations.
Now, those same traditions have found
new life with my grandchildren. The
costume contests may have evolved into
themed dinners, and the spider hunts
turned into playful scavenger games—but
the laughter sounds just the same.

Tablescaping and a Touch of

Theater
I channel that same creative spirit into dec-
orating. Tablescaping has always been one
of my favorite art forms, especially this
time of year. There’s something wonder-
fully theatrical about building a scene—a
witch perched beside a flickering lantern,
skulls tucked among fall leaves, and plates
that practically wink at you with their
spooky charm.

Halloween Tablescape Centerpiece

The Art of Island Life

4 The Art of Make-Believe:
I Costumes, Creativity, and Cookies

Qctober 30, 2025

A good table tells a story before anyone
even sits down. It sets the stage for conver-
sation, laughter, and maybe a few goose-
bumps too. Halloween décor doesn’t have
to be gory or garish—it can be elegant,
moody, even beautiful. I think of it as paint-
ing with texture instead of color—using
glass, candles, and unexpected little details
to make magic tangible.

A Little Kitchen Magic
Of course, no Halloween celebration would
be complete without treats. My kitchen
turns into a mini art studio every October,
full of sugar, chocolate, and imagination.
Two of my favorite recipes—Witch's
Fingers and Mummy Treats—are as fun to
make as they are to eat.
The witch’s fingers are buttery vanilla
sugar cookies tinted green and shaped by
hand, each topped with an almond “nail.” A
quick torching adds just the right amount of
spooky charm, and a dip in raspberry jam
gives them a ghoulish finish.
The mummies, on the other hand, are sweet
and simple—Rice Krispies treats mold-
ed by hand, drizzled with melted white
chocolate “bandages,” and dotted with
tiny chocolate chip eyes peeking through.
They’re playful, easy, and guaranteed to
make guests grin.
You can find both recipes—straight from
my kitchen—on my blog at melissamitch-
ellart.com/bleg. They’re the perfect way
to add a little art (and a lot of fun) to your
Halloween traditions.

Halloween Treats - Melissa'’s Witches
Finger Sugar Cookies

The Heart of Halloween
What I love most about this season is how
it invites our inner child to come out and
play. Somewhere between the paint-splat-
tered pumpkins, the candlelit tables, and
the trays of edible monsters, we remember
what it feels like to create simply for the
joy of'it.
Halloween gives us permission to imag-
ine again—to laugh at the silly, delight in
the details, and lose ourselves in a little
make-believe. It’s not just about ghosts and
goblins—it’s about wonder, playfulness,
and that spark of curiosity we should never
grow out of.
Because creativity doesn’t need an excuse.
Sometimes, it just needs a season that
reminds us how much fun it is to be a kid
again.
The Art of Island Life will return next
week with more stories and inspiration
from our coastal community. Have a story
to share or an upcoming event? Reach out
to me at contact@melissamitchellart.com
Pssst... Change is never just about what’s
new—it’s about what feels right and even
a bit magical. This next chapter is rooted
in creativity, connection, and the beauty of
small moments.

“Little hints. Big changes. Can you guess
what'’s coming next?” It'’s almost time. —
Melissa, Padre Island Art Gallery

PADRE ISTAND

ART GALLERY

Padre Island Art Gallery
14646 Compass Drive

http://www.padreislandartgallery.com
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Taste of the Island 2025

by Debbie Noble

Are You Ready Freeze?

For The Next Hurricane?
Tornado?

Call Us

361-782-6329

(361) ’* 002 generatorfj GENERAC

GeneratorSupercenterOfCorpusChristi.com

WWW. pestpatrolcc com

We Treat Ynu S ILAKE FARNIBLYE

- Keepin' Dogs on the Beach!
e “‘h

‘@m Island Animal Clinic

¢ Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

P » Medicine s Surgery
» Diagnostics « Radiology
» Pharmacy « & More!

Mon-Fri by Appointment
319 Beach St.

next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134
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ISLAND ESCAPES

Island Moon

www.cbir.com

Selling Padre Island since 1986

COLDWELL BANKER ISLAND ESCAPES

14945 S. Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361.949.7077 or 800.580.7077
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

15029 Kokomo Dr 3BR/3BTH
waterfront townhome @ 1,424 sq ft
at Aruba Bay Resort. Amenities are 2
heated pools, pickleball court, game
room, conference room, gym, and
boat slips. $579,900 Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914

350 Royal Dunes

New Port A Beach House in
Mustang Royale built by
Steves Homes!

New 4/4/2 3,200 sq ft, with
elevator, private backyard, and
2 on site pools. With amazing
views!

Short term rentals allowed!

$1,400,000 Call Cindy Molnar
361-549-5557 for a preview!

15642 Cruiser Units A & B Call-
ing all investors! Multi-family duplex
3 bedroom, 2 bath, units each, with
a 2 car garage. $682,500 Call
Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557 for
details or to preview!

13825 Captains Row Beautiful
custom-built  4/3.5/2 home by
James Mazoch @ 3,005 sq ft. Gated
community. Heated pool, 2 boat
lifts, fish cleaning station & so
much more! $1,250,000 Call
Charlie Knoll 361-443-2499

PRIGE.REDUCED

A

15137 Kokomo Dr Escape to the
beach! Fully furnished 2 bedroom, 1
bath coastal townhome located in
the Aruba Bay Resort. $310,000
Call Madeline Casey 361-443-
0687

Y

nice Southside location, one owner
home with open floor plan offering
1456 sqgft of living space.
3bed/2bth/2 car garage with large
fully fenced in yard $269,900 Call
Charlie Knoll 361-443-2499

14861 SPID #111 Village by the
Greens is a centrally located island
townhouse with an open floor plan, split
bedrooms, quartz countertops, and an
EV charger in garage! Can be used as a
$189,000

perfect vacation rental!
Charlie Knoll 361-443-2499

14300 SPID #101 2-Story
2BR/2BTH canal waterfront condo
w/2 living spaces. Located in the
heart of NPI near it all! Boat slips,
fitness center, indoor & outdoor
pool. $109,900 Call Randy

14300 SPID #101 2-Story
2BR/2BTH canal waterfront condo
w/2 living spaces. Located in the
heart of NPI near it all! Boat slips,
fitness center, indoor & outdoor

pool.$109,900 Call
Corpuz 361-765-9914

Randy

14904 Village Beach Dr. Village
by the Beach 1BR/1BTH selling fully
furnished, turnkey, and ready to
rent or use. Open concept with a
charming coastal vibe. Heated pool.
5min walk to the beach.$279,900
Call Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914

HALLOWEEN!

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

¢ Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance
e Professional Itemize Monthly Statements

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?

15221 Main Royal
3/2/2
$2,460 / month

7745 Corral
4/2/2
$2,225 / month

Looking for Professional Long Term
Property Management Services?

361.949.2131 877.269.2131
www.rentpadreisland.com

Ready to Lease Your Property?

Our services include:
e Tenant Qualifying
¢ Collections of Rents

13901 Mingo Cay
3/2.5 Boat lift
$2,500 / month

14813 Leeward #404
3/2.5/2
$2,700 / month

15438 Seamount Cay #108
2/2/1
$1,550 / month

15325 Cruiser St. #A
2/2.5/1 canal views
$2,450 / month

15305 Cartagena Ct Great water-
front lot located on NPI! Around the
corner from multiple boat ramps,
restaurants and the beach. Bonus
waterfront view from front of prop-
erty also! $289,000 Call Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499

s L= =

15402 Dyna New design by
Steve’s Homes 4/3/2 plus study on
a large corner lot with room for a
pool for a pool. $585,000 Call
Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557 for a
preview!

15306 Yardarm Ct 3/2/2 @ 1,486
sq ft. Beautiful waterfront home
with east facing backyard for
great afternoon shade. Covered
boat lift. $519,995 Call Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499

e
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HAPPY

14721 Whitecap Blvd #136 This
first floor condo 1/1 is just steps
away from the beach! New patio
door, windows, appliances, and hot
water heater. Also on site Pool,
gym, car washing area! $249,500
Call Charlie Knoll 361-443-2499

13941 Flintlock New by Steves's
Homes 4/3/2 with inground pool,
open floor plan, and ready for move
in! $610,000 Call Cindy Molnar
361-549-5557 for a preview!

—~—
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14428 Compass St. Unit # 204
1BR/1BTH waterfront condo at the
popular Mystic Harbor. Selling fully
furnished and is equipped with all
new hurricane rated windows/doors.
First come first serve boat slip ac-
cess $189,000 Call Randy Corpuz
361-765-9914

2

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

From all of us at
Coldwell Banker Island

Escapes!

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

TOP LISTER
SEPTEMBER
2025

RANDY
CORPUZ

@
COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

TOP LISTER
SEPTEMBER
2025

BCHRISTY

61-949-0430

.padreescapes.com
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On the Rocks
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Island Outdoors
 OudeRocks

By Jay Gardner

Fall Fiesta
I want to get the word out about the Friends
of Padre Fall Fiesta that is taking place
this Saturday at the Briscoe King Pavilion
from 12-5pm. There will be lots of food
and music of course, but there will also be
a touch tank for the kids, face painting, and
educational booths for all kinds of people.
Fellow Moon Monkey Jace Tunnell will
be out there with a collection of stuff he’s
found on the beach, including creepy dolls.
Here’s your chance to visit with Jace and
many others, so we will see you out there.

Sharkathon
Sharkathon went off this past weekend,
and the waves and current were a little
more than predicted. I might have casted
a dozen times before finally hanging it
up. I did make it down to the Mansfield
jetties on Friday however and noticed a few
things. The structure in the 40’s and 50’s is
gorgeous, and I can’t wait to get down there
on a decent day. The mysterious concrete
block was there in the 40°s when I passed
by, and the park staff had it taped off. I had
passed a front-end loader on the way south,
and didn’t think too much of it, but while
relaxing at the channel, the front-end loader
had made it down there and was doing
some clearing. That’s the farthest south I
had seen one in a while. On the way back,
the concrete block was pushed up by the
dunes, so good on Park staff. I also saw
more rangers up and down the beach than I
have seen since the last Sharkathon, as they
pay for support during the event.

It wasn’t very “fishy”, so I headed back
north to meet up with RoadKill, Tyler,
Augs, and BooDan south of Bob Hall. 1
have to say there were a lot more people up
north than down south because the driving
was more like slogging and was and still
isn’t for the faint of heart on high tide. I
didn’t see anyone catching anything, so

I don’t feel too guilty about not flogging
the water for three days, especially after
that cold front Friday night. Capt. Ryan
and Curtis went down after and cleaned

up beach spiders whether they were from
Sharkathon or not. We will have more later
on Sharkathon numbers as they come in.

POOL & SPA SERVICES

FREE Water Testing!

Of course, the days after Sharkathon were
pretty good, but of course we always get the
best weather during the week. I humped

it out to Packery Jetty on Tuesday after
work in advance of the cold front to see if
the fishing was anarchy, and it was to some
extent. There was a river of finger mullet
lined up on both sides of the channel ready
to begin their migration south. There were
fish spraying them out of the water, which is
something to behold if you haven’t wit-
nessed that before. It was mostly ladyfish,
with a few Spanish mackerel mixed in. I
didn’t see any redfish caught, which was
what most people were fishing for, unfor-
tunately. I say unfortunately because they
tend to fish on the bottom and get tangled
up with things and people next to you.

ISAC Updates
The Island Strategic Action Committee will
be held this week at the regularly sched-
uled time on Tuesday the 4™ at Wyndham
at 5:30pm. There will be the usual updates
on beaches and parks, and we will get an
update on where Commodores Park and
the skatepark at Billish are heading, yay!
Craig will give an update from our Area
Development Plan subcommittee, and our
recommendations for Bond 2026 items from
the Island that we’ve been discussing. City
staff will be on hand to give an update on
the Island Mobility Plan, which I’m really
looking forward to. As you loyal readers
know, as we get more multi-modal vehicles
such as e-bikes and UTV’s on our roads, we
need a plan to keep safety to a maximum
to avoid injuries and deaths. The Mobility
Plan is how we will implement traffic safety
in the future.

The first cold front roared through the other
night and knocked over a few plumeria and
put my cover for my grill out in the middle
of the yard. We will rebuild. Maybe by
the time you get this, the middle section of
the old Harbor Bridge will be down, and
we can all get back to what we were doing.
I’m looking forward to some fall fishing,
although not looking forward to daylight
savings time which is this weekend. Drop

me a line at jaygardner1032@gmail.com

and we’ll see you next week On the Rocks.
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361-658-8581
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Backwater Adventures

By Joey Farah
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Derek and Amanda had a beautiful DOUBLE HOOK UP! Nice redfish from th
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shallow flats north of the JFK on BONE Dimond DOWN SOUTH LURES! High
tides are scattering slot reds all in 2° of water!

We have to let go of the many glorious
Summer Days we are leaving behind. The
thought of the cold wind blowing through
our souls can make us turn against the
change of seasons and holidays in life. I’'m
choosing this year to embrace the winter as
change, letting some things die off, and be-
come the soil for new life. No need to forget
the way the sun filled our hearts in the boat,
or the smiles and laughter we all shared on
the beach and in the water. Those times are
burned into us forever, and will come again
in good time. I’ll be looking forward to
THE CALL OF THE WILD, that stir inside
us all that is felt when you brave against the
chill. I’ll snuggle under cold sheets and hold
on tight to those warm little grandkids. Be-
fore you know it the green buds will pop out
on the mesquite trees and we will be staring
into the rays of sun on those sweet spring
days all over again.

The month of November is my favorite time
of year! The crowds are gone, the bait mass-
es have dwindled and it’s a little harder for
gamefish to find meals. This and the need to
fatten up for the cold times drive the fishing
to a peak! We will see everything gather
around and into the traditional zones out in
the bays. These are the changes in depth,
bottom structure, tidal flow, and tempera-
tures. Clearly marked on maps the north
and south running changes in the Laguna
Madre are a great place to start. Drift across
the changes finding the specific level game
fish and bait are holding them isolate your
fishing to impact the beat levels at the prime
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lunar feeding times. Simply, use the slow
periods to find them, and don’t waste time
fishing over the dead zones during prime
time. This also goes for taking your days off
on slow lunar feeding days, pick the best
ones to go and run errands on the slow ones.

These levels of transition can light up with
fish activity during different times of day.
Some things may dictate availability of food
sources at didn’t times. The deeper water
may hold shrimp and invertebrates that
come out during the night, and have fish
active their then, and not at first light. At the
same time gamefish feeding up shallow may
be taking pin perch in the grass at first light.

MARKER 37 MARINA, has had lots of
live shrimp and even some piggy perch now
and then. Don’t forget about that beautiful
pier around sunset either. Grab some food
and go get some of that magical tradition
between day and night.

Concentrating on transitions is a good way
to find patterns that can show you the big
picture. Just as in life we have to use these
traditional times to take a look back and
ahead, and enjoy the stuff North Wind.

Let’s fish together! Come raise your level of
angling, learn to use lures and catch more
fish than live bait! Learn how the bays work
and have an unforgettable adventure with
friends and family! Come feel the CALL
OF THE WILD, as we glide along the
shallows beside the King Ranch and hunt
big fish!

Follow all of our Hookups on Facebook at
JOEY FARAHS BACKWATER ADVEN-
TURES!

361-442-8145

.

Soaking up the last of the Summer

Sun! Get ready, November is one of the

absolute best times of year for GIANT
SPECS!
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Create original artwork in time for
Thanksgiving

If you are getting ready for Thanksgiving
and want to create some original art you are
in luck.

The Port Aransas Family Craft Time Step by

Step Painting happens on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8 at Roberts Point Park pavilion. It’s a

' painting session that is designed for all ages

and they will be painting turkey masterpiec-
es with supplies provided and no experience
needed. It runs from 11 a.m. to Noon, for
more information call 361 749-4158.

Half a million Texans voted in first week of early
voting for the Nov. 4 Election
6130 in Nueces County

Texas Secretary of State Jane Nelson this
week released early voting numbers for the
first week of early voting ahead of the Nov.
4 Election.

Texas counties reported that as of Sunday
evening, 561,819 ballots were cast. In-per-
son voting reflected the vast majority of the
votes. The vote-by-mail cumulative was
23,510.

In Nueces County as of close of Early
Voting Tuesday a total of 6130 (2.84% of
registered voters) ballots had been cast.
586 at the Island’s polling place at Island
Presbyterian Church, and 490 at the Ethel
Eyerly Senior Center in Flour Bluff.

B .

You Deserve
Better Banking

Instant Debit Cards
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Sunset at Padre Island National Seashore By Michelle Walters

“Statewide, Texans are going to the polls

to vote on 17 proposed amendments to the
Texas Constitution, and many will also
have the opportunity to weigh in on local or
special elections,” said Secretary of State
Nelson. “Now is a good time for eligible
voters to make a plan for voting early or
casting their ballot on Election Day.”

The cumulative voting number represents
about 3% of Texas’ 18.4 million registered
voters. These numbers are unofficial and
will likely increase as all counties finish
reporting.

Early voting in-person runs through Oct. 31,
and Election Day is Nov. 4.

Smart ATMs with Teller Access

24/7 Online Account Access

Mobile App Banking
Mobile Deposit Banking
Online Bill Pay

Featured:
Dan Herrington, Vice President, NMLS# 562367

Switch to First Community Bank at fcbot.com/switch

Community Bank

MEMBER FDIC

361-949-9310 | 14254 South Padre Island Drive
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Sports

Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

i By Dotson Lewis

Dotson's Note: How NBA figures and mafia
families allegedly stole millions in rigged
poker games. “Very sophisticated cheat-
ing technologies” X-ray tables. Hidden
cameras. Pre-marked cards. Even special
contact lenses. Prosecutors say the suspects
charged recently in a high-profile illegal
gambling bust made use of sophisticated
technology to cheat victims out of

millions. Thanks to Kerry Breen, Amanda
Arden, Jacob Rosen, Anna Schecter and Pat
Milton for the facts contained in this
report, and to Kerry Breen for the photos.

In a series of arrests recently, law enforce-
ment officers across the country took sever-
al big names in NBA basketball and dozens
of alleged criminal figures into custody on
illegal betting charges. One case focuses
on sports betting while another involves
allegations of elaborately rigged high-
stakes poker games.

Shuffling Machine

FBI officials said at a news conference that
the poker ring was operated by organized
crime figures from “La Cosa Nostra,”
referring to known mafia families. The 31
defendants include alleged members of the
Bonnano, Gambino, Luchesse and Geno-
vese crime families, as well as Portland
Trail Blazers coach Chauncey Billups and
former player Damon Jones. Miami Heat
star Terry Rozier is charged only in the
sports betting case.

The poker scheme started as early as 2019,
with rigged games played in New York
City, Las Vegas, the Hamptons, Miami and
other locations, officials said.

“The fraud is mind-boggling,” FBI Director
Kash Patel said at the briefing. Ricky Patel,
the Special Agent in Charge for Homeland
Security Investigations in New York, said
the scheme “cheated victims out of at least
$7 million.” Joseph Nocella, the U.S. Attor-
ney for the Eastern District of New York,
said the defendants allegedly used a “vari-
ety of very sophisticated cheating technolo-
gies” to rig poker games with thousands of
dollars at stake — and he described some
in detail.

Targeting “fish” with “face cards”

The victims of the schemes were called
“fish,” Nocello said. They were lured into
the games with the chance to play alongside
professional athletes, Nocello said. The pro
athletes were known as “face cards.” The
“face cards” included Jones and Billups, he
said.

Those involved, from the dealer to the “face
cards,” knew about the scheme, Nocello
said.

“Once the game was underway, the defen-
dants fleeced the victims out of tens or hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars per game,”
Nocello said.

A “quarterback” and secret infor-
mation from shuffling machines

Those taking part in the scheme allegedly
used self-shuffling machines that had been
“secretly altered” to read the cards in a
deck and predict which player at the table
had the best poker hand, Nocello said. One
rigged shuffling machine was obtained at
gunpoint, Nocello said. That information

Very Sophisticated Cheating
Technologies.

was then sent to an off-site operator who
allegedly sent the information via cell-
phone to the co-conspirator at the table. The
co-conspirator, known as the quarterback,
then allegedly secretly signaled the infor-
mation to other defendants and used that
information to win the poker game.

Hidden cameras and X-ray tables

The defendants allegedly used a kind of
poker chip tray that secretly reads cards
with a hidden camera to analyze the chips
that were in use, Nocello said.

They also allegedly used special contact
lenses or eyeglasses capable of reading pre-
marked cards, and an X-ray table that could
read cards even when they were placed
face-down, according to the charging docu-
ments. Hidden cameras were also built into
tables and light fixtures, said New York City
Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch.

“A financial pipeline” for the mafia

Members of organized crime families
allegedly got involved because they had
pre-existing control of non-rigged but ille-
gal poker games in New York City, Nocello
said. They worked to organize the games
and took a cut of the proceedings, accord-
ing to Nocello. They also allegedly worked
to enforce the collection of debts, Nocello
said.

The games “created a financial pipeline for
La Cosa Nostra” — the mafia — “to help
fund and facilitate their organized criminal
activity,” said Christopher Raia, assistant
director in charge of the FBI’s New York
Field Office.

Shell companies and cryptocurren-
cies

The defendants allegedly laundered the pro-
ceeds from the rigged games through cash
exchanges, multiple shell companies and
cryptocurrency transfers, Nocello said.

Technology suppliers

Some of the cheating technologies were
provided by defendants named in the indict-
ment, Nocello said. The defendants who did
so then allegedly received a share of profits
from the rigged games, he said.

NBA’s Rozier and Billups placed on
leave

The NBA said in a statement that it is
reviewing the indictments and cooperating
with investigators. «Terry Rozier and
Chauncey Billups are being placed on
immediate leave from their teams, and we
will continue to cooperate with the relevant
authorities,” the league said. Prosecutors
noted in the court filing, “The charges in the
indictments are allegations and the defen-
dants are presumed innocent unless and
until proven guilty.”

An attorney for Billups called him “a man
of integrity”” and said he intends to fight the
charges. “To believe that Chauncey Billups
did what the federal government is accusing
him of is to believe that he would risk his
hall-of-fame legacy, his reputation, and his
freedom. He would not jeopardize those
things for anything, let alone a card game,”
the attorney, Chris Heywood, said in a
statement, adding, “We look forward to our
day in court.”

Rozier’s attorney, James Trusty, said Rozier
had previously been characterized by
prosecutors “as a subject, not a target” of
the probe. “It is unfortunate that instead of
allowing him to self-surrender they opted
for a photo op. They wanted the misplaced
glory of embarrassing a professional athlete
with a perp walk. That tells you a lot about
the motivations in this case,” Trusty said in
a statement. “They appear to be taking the
word of spectacularly incredible sources
rather than relying on actual evidence of
wrongdoing. Terry was cleared by the NBA
and these prosecutors revived that non-case.
Terry is not a gambler, but he is not afraid
of a fight, and he looks forward to winning
this fight.”
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Tuesday, November 25
Annual PIE Bake Sale

The Padre Island Enrichment Club is having We are endeavoring to have a large inven-
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Continued from last week

A little Island history ...

Doc Blankenship Passed Away at age 82
fifteen years ago this week

At 21 he had sailed around the world five times before making The Island

its annual PIE Bake Sale on November

25, the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. PIE
organization raises funds for charities and
scholarships. The Bake Sale will be located
at the HardKnocks Sport Bar & Grill patio
from 9 a.m. until they are sold out.

tory of items. A new item we added last
year was Cookies-in-a-Jar. They are quart
mason jars filled with the dry ingredients
to make approximately two dozen cookies.
The jars are decorated for holiday gift
giving. They make excellent $10 gifts for

his home

The 1980s

During 1980-81, he returned to
Okinawa after 35 years, as the Division
Surgeon, Third Marine Division, FMF and
Force Surgeon, III Marine Amphibious Force,
FMF with Headquarters in Okinawa, Japan,
where he was the doctor for 46,000 Marines
in the Western Pacific and Indian Ocean.

In 1982, he became the Executive
Officer and Director of Clinical Services at
the Naval Hospital, Corpus Christi and then
requested release from active duty in 1983.
From 1983-1988, he served in the USNR
Active Reserve as the Commanding Officer
of Fleet Combat Support Hospital-10; Diving
Medical Officer with Special Boat Unit
22 (UDT/SEAL) and as the Senior Naval
Medical Officer, NR Headquarters, European
Command, US Army, 1985-1987.

Captain Blankenship is a retired
military Flight Surgeon, military Parachutist,
Navy Deep-Sea Diver and Submarine and
Diving Medical Officer, as well as being
a Commercial Pilot with Instrument and
Multiengine ratings. He has served in several
branches of the Armed Forces in the air, on
the seas, and under the seas and with the U.S.
Marine Corps. Bill has traveled to 90 foreign
countries and all fifty of the United States.
He served briefly in WWII (Okinawa), China
Civil War (ashore), Korean War (at sea), and
Vietnam (ashore). He has had Permanent or
Temporary Additional Duty and served aboard
nine US MERCHANT MARINE freighters,
tankers and a troop ship, and 9 US Navy
submarines (diesel, nuclear fast attack and
fleet ballistic missile), carriers, destroyers,
submarine rescue vessels, patrol boats,
auxiliary rescue vessels, submarine tenders,
and a Vietnamese armed river junk. Captain
Blankenship has had a very satisfying,
productive and exciting military career!

Dr. Blankenship has taught full time
for 18 years in Medical and Dental Schools
and part time for three more years. He is a
retired Professor of Surgery (with tenure)
from the University of Texas Health Science
Center, San Antonio, Texas. He has American
Boards in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery,
Family Practice, and Hyperbaric Medicine.

He has belonged to some 70 scientific
societies, published and presented some
150 scientific articles and has been on the
staffs at some 40 hospitals, many as an
Emergency Room Physician.

Business ventures

During his spare time in business
ventures, Dr. Blankenship was involved in
farming, ranching, oil & gas, real estate,
condominiums, a chemical company,
timber production, aircraft sales, charter
and flight school, stocks and bonds,
shopping centers, restaurants, a car

wash, a drug abatement consortium, a
sailboat company, a water distribution
company, a heavy trucking company; a
charter motorboat company and a few
other businesses. Dr. Blankenship was
Director of Hyperbaric Medicine at
Spohn Memorial and Spohn Shoreline
Hospitals, and also a recent past Professor
and Director of the Dental Department at
Del Mar College in Corpus Christi. He
belonged to numerous military, flying,
diving, medical and dental organizations
and served in Medical Missionary

Units three times in Central America.

His highest military rank is captain in

the medical corps of the US Navy, 55
decorations from the Armed Forces and a
certificate of appreciation from the U.S.
State Department for his service.

He lived on Suntan Ave. on Padre Island,
13810 Suntan Ave.

Doc owned the building that housed the legendary 2 Seas Bar & Grill.

Since 1991

Atlantis

Pool and Spa

Quality you can swim in!

www.atlantiscorpus.com
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teachers, neighbors, and any others that
would enjoy making delicious home-
made cookies. Attached to the jars are the
cooking directions necessary to complete
the recipe.

You will be able to purchase homemade
pies, cookies, breads, etc. There will also
be items such as rolls, cranberry sauce and
granola. This event always sells out very
quickly.

Please come early to have the best selec-
tion!

Monarch with tag at Oso Bay Wetlands Preserve By Britt Thompson

Reflections of the Tides
By: Tess Clark

The tide holds a mirror the sky cannot keep,
Waves whisper secrets they promise to sweep.
Each ripple remembers, each shimmer forgives,
A shoreline of echoes where yesterday lives.

The sea shows my face, then pulls it away,
Leaving my thoughts to drift and decay.
But when morning breaks through the glass of the blue,
I find pieces of me reflected in you.

The ocean revises what I try to forget,
Softening edges where sorrow once set.
Footprints of doubt wash out with the foam,
Granting my spirit a place to call home.

Sunlight paints hopes where shadows once clung,
New verses forming where silence had hung.
In every reflection, a promise appears,

That healing arrives to calm all fears.

(361) 563-7665 or (361) 949-8899
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
Weekly Pool & Spa Maintenance * Repairs & Renovations
Island Resident
Shouldn’t you be saying, “It’s ime to relax. My pool 1s ready.™

Call Atlantis For All Your Pool Needs
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Senior moments Special to the Island Moon

Armistice Day (Veterans Day)

*\‘g By Dotson Lewis
A

Dotson’s Note: Armistice Day, lat-

er known as Remembrance Day in

the Commonwealth and Veterans Day in

the United States, is commemorated every year
on 11 November to mark the armistice signed
between the Allies of World War I and Germa
ny at Compiegne, France, at 5:45 am for the

cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of §

World War I, which took effect at 11:00 am—
the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month” of 1918—although, according
to Thomas R. Gowenlock, an intelligence offi-
cer with the U.S. First Division, shelling from
both sides continued for the rest of the day,
ending only at nightfall. The armistice initially
expired after a period of 36 days and had to
be extended several times. A formal peace
agreement was reached only when the Treaty
of Versailles was signed the following year.
Thanks to Dotson G. Lewis Sr. and Wikipedia
for the facts contained in this report and to
Wikipedia for the photos.

The date is a national holiday in France, and it
was declared a national holiday in many Allies
of World War I nations, several of which have
since changed the name of the holiday from
Armistice Day to either Remembrance Day in
the Commonwealth of Nations, or Veterans
Day in the United States. Italy celebrates

the Armistice with Austria on November 4

as National Unity and Armed Forces Day. In
Poland, November 11 coincides with National
Independence Day.

History in Allied countries

The first Armistice Day celebration was held
at Buckingham Palace, commencing with
King George V hosting a «Banquet in Hon-
our of the President of the French Republic”
(Raymond Poincaré¢) during the evening
hours of 10 November 1919. The first official
Armistice Day events were subsequently held
in the grounds of Buckingham Palace on the
morning of 11 November 1919, which includ-
ed a two-minute silence as a mark of respect
for those who died in the war and those left
behind.

Similar ceremonies developed in other coun-
tries during the inter-war period. In South
Africa, for example, the Memorable Order
of Tin Hats had by the late 1920s developed
a ceremony whereby the toast of «Fallen
Comrades» was observed not only in silence
but darkness, all except for the «Light of
Remembrance», with the ceremony ending
with the Order>s anthem «Old Soldiers Never
Die».

In Britain, beginning in 1939, the two-minute
silence was moved to the Sunday nearest to 11
November in order not to interfere with war-
time production should 11 November fall on a
weekday. This became Remembrance Sunday.

Commemorations of November 11 were
initially focused on honoring the military
dead of the First World War and the return
to peace. Just prior to or after World War

II, many countries changed the name of the
holiday, several changed the focus to in-
clude all veterans of their armed services,
and a few honor their war dead both uni-
formed and civilian. Most member states of
the Commonwealth of Nations followed the
earlier example of Canada and adopted the
name Remembrance Day. The United States in
1954 changed the name to All Veterans Day,
later shortened to ‘Veterans Day’.

Above, Armistice Day celebrations
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on 11
November 1918

21st century

In the United Kingdom and Common-
wealth countries, Armistice Day is
observed with a two minute silence (one
minute in Australia) on the eleventh
hour, with the main service taking place
on Remembrance Sunday (also known
as Remembrance Day). Both days are
commemorated formally but are not
public holidays. The National Service
of Remembrance is held in London on
Remembrance Sunday. The Catholic
Bishops of England and Wales suggested
that churches should conduct a Requiem
Mass for the dead of the war on Sunday
11 November 2018.

In the United States, Veterans Day honors
American veterans, both living and
deceased. The official day of national
remembrance of those killed in action

is Memorial Day, which predates World
War 1. Some, including American novel-
ist Kurt Vonnegut and American Veteran
For Peace, Rory Fanning, have urged
Americans to resume observation of 11
November as Armistice Day, a day to
reflect on how we can achieve peace as it
was originally observed.

Above, Presidential couple of France
and Prime Ministerial couple of Spain
in the centenary commemoration of the
Armistice, 11 November 2018

In France, the holiday may also be known
as Remembrance Day (Jour du Souvenir).
In Belgium, it remains Armistice Day
(Jour de I’Armistice). The day has been

a public holiday in Serbia since 2012.
The Serbian forces suffered the largest
casualty rate in World War I. To com-
memorate their victims, people in Serbia
wear Natalie’s Ramonda as a symbol of
remembrance.

On 11 November 2018, the centenary of
the Armistice, commemorations were held
globally. In France, more than 60 heads of
state and government gathered at the Arc
de Triomphe in Paris.

Thanks for reading.
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Fall is bringing relief from summer
heat, even though our short bout of rainfall
seems to have abandoned us again to drought.
The island’s nature, where it’s not disrupted
by alien plants, asphalt and concrete, is show-
ing nice seasonal blooms and fruiting. Salt
marsh plants are recovering some parts of the
intertidal zone nicely, but at others, not so
much. Some mangroves are reproducing and
it’s possible we’ll have a nice but small crop
of propagules to keep their recovery going...
at least in our part of Texas. Further north,
there’s been much less recovery.

Around the island, I’ve seen a
number of individuals of blue-eyed grass
(which in showing one clear “problem”
with using common names, isn’t in the
grass family at all but rather the iris family).
Sisyrinchium sagittiferum, family Iridaceae,
is a bit of a tongue twister, but is the name

Blue Eyed Grass
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botanists use. It grows to about a foot tall
and produces conspicuous blue or purple
flowers. Sisyrinchium grows wild in dry
and moist prairie and grassland habitats
and on disturbed ground like roadsides.
You can grow it from transplants or seed
in your yard or garden or potted plant
areas in full or partial sun. It will do well
in dry conditions (or somewhat moist sites
too) and tolerates a bit of salt, even some
brief flooding by salt water in some places
near the intertidal zone. Sisyrinchium also
grows well in sandy or clay soil, and with
organic matter in the soil too. The spe-
cies attracts many pollinators and is good
forage for some herbivores. I’ve read that
some Native American’s made a tea by
boiling the entire plant and used it to treat
hay fever. Include this plant in your yard
and you’ll be happily Going Native.
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Unlike most female songbirds, Female Cardinals are known to sing, often
while on the nest to call their mate for food. Riekie Roncinske

American White Pelicans are one of the largest of the boreal birds. They
can weigh as much as 30 pounds and their wing spans can exceed nine feet.

Riekie Roncinske
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Sudoku

Sudoku answers are not
available.
Play at your own risk!

Going Easy On You...

1stana Moon

Island Crossword

Crossword Solution on classifieds page

7 3 9
1 5 2 4
4 9
8 2 1
8 6|9 112 3
9 2 5 7
5
1 9 6
8 1 7 2
Knuckle-Cracker
4 2|8 7
7 5 2 6
6 7
1 4
2 9
6 3

N O
(91
(O)
\O

8 6|5
Mind-Numbing Frustration
4 6 1
7 8 6|1
5 2
9 5 8
1 3 5
2 9
3
415 7 2

9 4

Brain-Buster

3 1 5
9 6
8 2
9 3|5
6 8 1
116 7
2 9
5 2
1 9 3

Across

1. Rigatoni, e.g.

6. Emeril, for one

10. Peer at a page

14. Misbehave

15. Kind of lamp

16. Place for the tense
17. Lovers of all things 10?
19. Urgent

20. Tailor's task

21. Act the demagogue
22. Promoted boastfully
24. Spare, e.g.

25. Sportscaster's
avoidances

26. Word that always brings
a smile?

29. Oil source

30. Opera star Marilyn
31. "Rush Hour" star

32. Judge

36. Term paper abbr.

37. What guestions do

38. Ring studded with
diamonds

39. Place for a pig
40.
41. Rock of comedy
42. Low-lying areas
44,
45.
48.
49. Like the Mississippi
50. Max

51. One-time Howard
Hughes airline

Retail grouping

Handymen
Office fasteners
Going around in circles

54."___in Calico"

55. Selected sigh of relief?
58. San ___ (Riviera resort)
59. Em, to Dorothy

60. Delete

61. "Jurassic Park" menace,
briefly

62. Their sole purpose is to
have a ball

63. Flat fees?

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

15

47 |43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

Down

1. Trodden track 18. Fabled napper 41. "Waterworld" star
2. Pang 23. Venezuelan export  43. Cockpit abbr.

3. It's on the watch 24. Did a shepherd's 44. Clinton opponent
4. Monkey suit, briefly ~ garden chore? 45. Like a whip?

5. Impart knowledge to  25. Action film 46. Woods with woods
6. "Crazy" singer sequence 47. "Wsonly __!"

7. Guard's shout 26. China problem 48. Contents of Santa's

8. Garden party?

9. The far left on the
highway

10. Less good looking?
11. TV's Mrs. Bunker
12. See eye to eye

13. Important closing
documents

27. Skelton persona
28. Ponch portrayer
29. They may get
splints

31. Blubbers

33. British nobleman
34. Nefarious

35. Army repast

37. Back street prowler

mail

50. Sharpen, as a razor
51. Compared to

52. Needle point?

53. Amazes

56. Light property

57. Cautionary
beginning?

Fifteen Years Ago in the Island Moon

dDios U
HOLA FARENTHOLD

Election bumper sticker for Blake Farenthold
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Moon Classifieds #1124

Here’s how to place a Services Services Services |
Classified Ad Appliance Repair Junk Removal Pool & Spa Service "
: - ~ ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE Grief Share at Padre Island
To place an ad call: _a i R Raistise Cliniich
361-949-7700 or b ‘eekly Iool alnter!ance— epairs aptis urci
: : PG <SRN - FOe 14253 S. Padre Island Drive
Email your ads to: Residential - Commercial .
editor@islandmoon.com . 25 Years Experience ~ Insured Corpus Christi, TX 78418
No texts please T Save Our Shores Frefsg':m;ilﬁ 55,‘,”’23‘“’ Thursdays, August 14, 2025
Costs start at $15 for 25 words -N- House liance J | ;
25 cents a word after that uR ﬁal.flp Vetemnugu:r'?eedm;‘(’)a cislad Call 361-949-8899 to November 6, 2025 from
Pictures or art additional $5.00 épair ] P Wade In The Water Pool Services 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Small charge for larger ads Most major brands & Furniture Removal & Cleaning * Repairs * Remodels Lore Heavilin —
Ads with payment can be taken to appliances House Clean Outs Hot Tubs * Warranty Station ‘ L
our office at: Also offering complete dryer Construction Debris Removal Don'’t go OTB for pool & spa GriefShare@theislandchurc |
14646 Compass St., Sulte 4 vent clean outs along with Light Demolition chomicalsl h.com -
Deadline for classified ads is no = : Bulk Item Pickups 15715 SPID #101
later than NOON on Tuesday pool cleaning services Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 1-865-548-5535
PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED Mention this ad for Hot Tub Removals FREE WATER TESTING $20.00 registration fee—
BEFORE PUBLICATION discount on repairs Fence Removal Locally owned and operated since 2010 No child Soholarshi
We accept: 361-960-0911 Dumpster Rentals AND MORE! Call 361-658-8581 0 chiidcare — schiolarships
American Express, Visa, = . available
e B N;Jt:gaing e TO REGISTER GO TO: |
Al-Anon & AA Meetings Lawn & Tree Trimming :
i CA L L 361-941-3041 griefshare.org/findagroup
Alcoholics Anonymous Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts
Sunset 7 AA Group ima .
Meets four times per week on The B e CoTRRIT N GOT CRACKS?
oat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc. CALL THE STUCCO PROS
North Raiire st y Licensed & Insured AT 361-949-2100
Monday}Wedne?dIay d& py eorea Tecmncon & Member of Padre Island Rooﬁn;
pm at Islan : . 5 -
14030 Fortuna Bay Dr. y Sunniepadreisland@yahoo.com ; ' ?::;ZT;TSRESMMOH
Sunday 8 am at Padre Balli RV don’t want to do COMMERCIAL CUTTERS i Bl
Park Open Pavilion it! Tree Trimming & Stump o Residential & Commercial
15820 Park Rd 22. It Collector’s Items Grinding Services Bryan Wolfe
(In bad weather, the Sunday Frank 361-813-1929 cell Five 1999 George Fully Insured - Free Estimates 361-949-1180
meetings will 361-99-GRILL (994-7455) i 361-446-3980 15809 El Soccorro Loop
be indoors at IPC) CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com magazines by Services Corpus Christi TX 78418
Is alcohol causing a problem Founding Editor JFK Jr. Housekeeping ROOFING PRQS!
in your family? - Seaside Housekeeping & Interiors Custom Home Exteriors, Inc.
Try Al-Anon Unity by the Sea $500 Cash only Reliable quality work Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100
Al-Anon meets at 7:00 pm 11 A.M. Sundays 361 510-3089 since 1996 Engineer InspectedWindstom Cerified
Sundays at Padre Island How to Raise Y V‘{) . Insured and bonded Gusily T oy Phiriglen
. W T0 ralse Your vioration References available upon request sland Homeowner
Baptist Church
Ruth Reid _ Please call or text Valerie Elliott Roofing Padre Island
. Rene's Plumbing 361-215-4640 Since 1985!
546 Caribbean Dr., Flour ~ ~
For all your plumbing needs. Gas lines, - Thuron Home
Bluff sewer, drain cleaning, water lines, water __ Plastering .
361-333-1818 lines, water heaters, faucets and garbage HiTech Plastering, Inc. Improvement Services
disposals. “Licensed and Insured” Since | | Stucco, Eifs, Coatings, patch jobs, Appliances - fixtures exchange
1970 Call 361-215-7943 Gcrtagk_ripalr, WOOd'{Epslfceantk Drywall repair and painting
ot brick revamp with Stucco loo ; .
Y Artisan- Joe Cantu (361) 814-5605 Doors, .W.'”dOE"lvs'to.r G’l‘b'”et
Texas Master Naturalist htplastering@aol.com fepairing rieehita’ of
plumbing problem
Assembling new things and
much more
Please contact us at
512-779-7494
Seniors - single moms savings
available

Connect with nature, Padre LGI'IdSCa.P&s

Commarcial &k Residential ¥ Services
Numsery & Orsanics

H |
volunteer with us! WINNER OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
SMALL BUSINESS AWARD

| oo s Tides of the Week

+ Organic B Conventionsl Gardening

+ Vageiabie Gardens & Hyoroponis
+ Stons Werk & Waisr Feslunes

WV - =% i~ '
Master =2 PadreLandscapes.com

Natoralist . (361) 949-6999
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Gene’s Corner

Return of the Cut Ants

Glass for the ARK

You can now swap your empty glass bottles for repurposed glass at the Welcome Center
in Port Aransas. Each exchange generates a $1 donation for the Amos Rehabilitation Keep
(ARK).

By Gene Saegert

It has been a week of “The Return of The
Cut Ants” at my residence. I have had these
little plant eating terrorists under control
for so long that I thought that I was home
free. But Au Contraire my friends, the little
night raiders took out a bougainvillea and
two oleanders in one evening. Why, why do
these relentless ravagers without exception
pick only the plants that are my ornamental
favorites?

I have fought with these relentless raiders
in the Hill Country, in the Brush country
around Orange Grove and now here on the
coast. These ants put a whole new twist on
the line from that song “Oops there goes
another rubber tree plant” The only method
for me that has been successful at locating
their hideouts is night raids. Even torture
has never produced any worthwhile leads.

One of the curious habits of these little
devils is that they always start at the top of
the tree or bush and then work their way
down. I have got to give them that, they
always leave the easiest part for last which
makes sense, maybe they get tired but I
just don’t think so. But any way I have
spent sleepless nights hunting down their
supply line and attempting retaliatory raids
on their motherland. Annihilation attempts
have been short only of mustard gas, nerve
gas and bunker busters, mainly because of
the fact they are not available to civilians.
The National Guard idea fell short also.

Also ruled out by my family was the idea of
a flame thrower and probably frowned on
by the local fire department any way.

I feel sure that my night of wandering
around with my flashlight in the yard and
on the street has removed any doubts my
neighbors had of my sanity, if that is, there
was any doubts left in their minds. Unfortu-
nately even when I find their underground
bunkers, nothing legally available seems

to take them out. So.... If anyone out there
knows of a sure fire methods of taking these
guys out, let me know. [ will try any FDA
approved method and may even consider a
method that could be border line question-
able. If only they would bring back DDT,
that always took out any pests.

Nursery rhymes as told on the South Coast.
“Mary had a little red” (She filleted it)

Mary watched a little red as it was swim-
ming by

She followed it to school that day
And kept her rod tip high

Mary caught her limit, then said “This is
really cool

It’s really fun to catch these fish and keep
them out of school!”

LEAF CUTTER ANTS

head

spines

legs
!

FEMALES

spines

By Debbie Noble.
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CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE
STARTING AT $39.00
NO LONG LEASE AGREEME

OLIMATE CONTROL
oM ZITE MAHAGER
OFEN T DAYS

ELECTROMICO QATE ACOESS

VIDES ZURVEILLANGE

HOUZEHOLD & OOMMERGCLAL
MOVING SUFFLIE: AVAILABLE

T

STORAGE IS OUR BUSINESS!

OFFICE HOURS:

M-F 8:30-6:00

SAT 8:30-5:30

The Island 1976

New things are happening
at the Island In The Son
United Methodist Church!

Our congregation would like to invite the Padre Island
communiy to come as you are to our Sunday Service, at 10 AM
to meet our new Pastor, Steve Stephens, and his wife Leesa.
We would love for you to join us on Sundays, and look forward
to meeting you at worship.

Phone: (361) 749-0884
E-mail: islandintheson@yahoo.com - Web: www.islandintheson.com

Island Owned and operated
Physician staffed office
Fellowship trained Mohs surgeon
Double Board Certified
in Dermatology and
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

PADRE

DERMATOLOGY

& Skin Cancer Center

14650 Compass St Ste 1
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-867-1032
www.padrederm.com

Accepts Medicare United, Humana, BCBS, WellMed
Reasonable Cash Pay and Out of Network rates

New and Existing patients call to schedule
Existing patients, we still have all old records available
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Spooky time...

The haunted Room 29 at the Tarpon Inn.

Once upon a time in a land very dear to our
hearts lived a hippie boy with illusions of
grandeur plastered all over the place. That would
be me. When I first moved to Port Aransas
circa: 2008, I lived and worked at the historic
Tarpon Inn. By trade I spent the majority of my
adulthood working in bars... more specifically
live music venues in Austin, San Antonio and
eventually Corpus, Rockport and Port A. I had
been managing a popular place in SA called

the Laboratory Brewing Company, when the
owner, Bart Simpson, approached me with a
new journey. He had just purchased the Tar-
pon Inn and wanted me to move to Port A and
turn what’s now Roosevelt s Restaurant into an
upscale martini/cigar bar similar to another place
I ran on the Riverwalk called Swig. Sure, why
not. So I loaded up my meager belongings into a
U-Haul truck and took off for the coast. I knew
nothing about the Tarpon except that it was an
old inn that dated back to the Civil War. When

I finally got to my new home, the manager’s
quarters behind the inn, it was late and I drug in
my suitcase and tried to chill out. I remember
going into the bathroom to brush my teeth and
heard what sounded like somebody humming a
song through the wall. I didn’t think much of it
at first, but the sound continued to the point that
I got a flashlight out and went outside to check
around the building thinking there was a cat in
heat or something... and found nothing. And
when I went back inside, the humming contin-
ued. It wasn’t menacing or threatening, in fact
it was kind of comforting. So, I blew it off and
went to bed. When I woke up the next morning
[ went into the office to meet the inn keeper,
Dana Spinks. Somewhere in our conversation

1 told her about the persistent humming I had
heard. Her reply, “Oh honey, that’s just Beulah.
She’s just welcoming you to the inn.” Turns out
Beulah lived and worked at the inn for most

of her long life and was a cook at the in-house
restaurant name after her. And she would always
hum while cooking on her stove. I’m thinking,
“wait, what?” Well, Dana was dead serious and
proceeded to tell me about various paranor-

mal experiences around the inn that became
somewhat commonplace. It turns out there was
a prostitute who lived in room 29 upstairs and
committed suicide in that room. There was also
a violent murder on the premises where a cook
murdered another cook with a meat cleaver.
There was also a doctor from Houston who was
staying in room 29 with his wife, and came run-
ning into the office in the middle of the night in
a state of frenzy and said he was leaving “right
now”. He said the heavy cast iron bed they were
sleeping in actually levitated off the floor and
woke them up and adios. And there were other
events like when the previous inn keeper named
Patsy was unlocking the door to Roosevelt's and
felt a hand yank her to the ground from behind
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Three Chords and the Truth

and there was nobody there. I remember a few
times in the dead of winter when I was the only
one on the property and looked up from the
court yard to the living quarters above the office
where Beulah once lived and seeing silhouettes
of'a woman in the window. I could go on about
other unexplained weird stuff that I personally
experienced but suffice it to say, the Turpon Inn
is a spooky place.

Scattered shots...

Sour Bridges opened for Uncle Lucius at
the Sip Yard last Friday.
Shorty s presented a new act to their lair,
Groove Chili, had a really interesting array of
tunes. They jumped around from punk to jazz
to grunge to old TV show jingles to none of the
above. It was a nice change. And over at Bron's
our pal from Medina, Boone Holding, brought
his whole family down and made a weekend
of it. But the big news last weekend was at the
Sip Yard with Sour Bridges opening for Uncle
Lucius. I’ve seen Uncle Lucius quite a few
times through the years and their singer, Kevin
Galloway is definitely bonafied. His voice is
beyond strong and their songs are vital. But truth
be told, I think Sour Bridges gets the award for
this gig. It’s high energy rocking country with
amazing instrumentation and delicious vocals.
They win.
Coming this weekend...

Left Rzght Left will played Shorty s on
Saturday.

Shinyribs, that’s whose coming to the Sip Yard
this Friday Halloween night. And I can’t wait.
Shinyribs, aka Kevin Russell is a man pos-
sessed by both music and theatrics. And lemme
tell you, this man can put on a show. He first
came on the scene when he was front man for
the Gourds and released the Snoop Dog cover,
Gin and Juice... got my mind on my money and
my money on my mind. And in the immortal
words of Doug Sahm, “There’s east Texas rust
and west Texas dust... and Shinyribs, you got
both.” I'm on fire. Also on Halloween night,
country stalwart from SA, Todd Dorn will
play Shorty’s, Cajun wild men Boudreaux and
Pousson will play at the Gaff'and the Back Pew
Revival will play Treasure Island. On Saturday
grunge act Left Right Left will play Shorty s,
Americana dude Dallas Moore will play the Sip
Yard and Coach Jim Dugan is at the Gaff. And
DO NOT MISS the Pink Flamingo Pub Crawl
at Red s this Sunday at noon, which is also boss
lady KK’s 60" birthday.

HIR And, that’s the truth 378
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Todd Dorn and the Sea Drifters will play
Shorty s on Halloween.

Shinyribs will play the Sip Yard this
F riday.

Thursday,

October 30 Monday.

All Stars @ Shortys November 3

Jim Bush @ Gaff Ejey- Eddie Alaniz @
Jerry Ward @ Pelican Pelican Lounge
Lounge :

Jim Dugan @ — Tuesday.

Brewster Island
Navarro & the
Creatures @
Executive Surf Club

November 4
ELECTION DAY
Brad Ethridge @ VEW
Yelawolf, John
Michael Phillips @

Halloween Concrete Street
October 31 Carl Hayes Open Mic
Shinyribs @ Sip Yard G n lr c nn Ts @ Salty Dolphin

Todd Dorn @ Shorty’s Rich Lockhart @

Boudreaux @ Pousson F“ n n EN T Packery Bar
@ Gaff Los Logals @ Palm
Back Pew Revival @ Republic
Treasure Island
Diamonds Edge @ Wednesda
Pelican Lounge Treasure Island [
Peter Salas @ PV
Open Mic w/ Brad
Brewster Island .
: . Ethridge @ Gaff
gavll(thaﬂlnez @ I-IVE MUSIC Jerry Ward @ Pelican
ockits

. Lounge
Michael Burtts @

Executive Surf Club

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Dreaming in Color @ Thursday,

Retro 5 November 6

Alley Catz @ Railroad KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 1:30 AM Stone Temple Pilots.

Seafood The Toadies @
Concrete Street

Saturday, W All Stars @ Shortys

November 1 Rodney Crowell @

FRIENDS OF PADRE BN (0] K B Harbor Listening Room

FALL FIESTA @ DALLAS MOORE

Briscoe King Pavilion ER:{Ri1:{4\D]]

Left Right Left @ ARK EVENT Friday,

Shorty’s THOMAS BAVIAK L [\\'RLR November 7

Dallas Moore @ Sip

Yard CRUISE CONTROL

[\[s)'&y¥ B Boudreaux & Pousson
@ Gaff

Jim Dugan @ Gaff :""'3‘: QO?\:'\‘\ 8- Bit Serenade @ Sip
Day of the Dead @ * @ Lt Yard

B.eer Hut CM_ 2 D Darren McGill @

Six Gun Sound @ s

Shorty’s

Butch Hancock &
Jimmy Dale Gilmore
OcCT 30 (@ Harbor Listening
(elea i3] Room RP

~
OPEN JAM EVERY WED WITH BRAD
BELT SANDER RACES EVERY 2ND & 4TH SAT

JIM BUSH
BOO & POO

Brewster Downtown
Carson Miller @
Pelican Lounge

Sunday, JIM DUGAN e 1B Yelawolf @ Concrete
November 2 BRAD ETHRIDGE Street

DAYLIGHT Cruise Control @
SAVINGS ENDS BOUDREAUX & POUSSON (o4 Pelican Lounge
PINK FLAMINGO National Nobodyz @
PUB CRAWL @ Cassidy’s

Red’s Riviera

Marcus King @ Saturday,

Concrete Street

. : November 8
Jim Dugan, Ty Dietz

JIM DUGAN & TY DIETZ EVERY SUN

BELT SANDER
@ Shorty s THE ALL STARS EVERY THUR 812 RACES @ Gaff
Brad Ethridge @ Gaff g {oTslo]sTela1N (elo1 kB Jiy Dugan @ Gaff
Rip Tlde. Cowboy LEFT RIGHT LEFT [XTe\,YAN The Drive @ Shorty’s
Open Mic @ Calypso

ARK Event @ Sip Yard
Boudreaux & Pousson

DARREN MCGILL NOV 7

Drive & Drive

Marcus King, Carter  fapg(3»J:1\%3 NOv 8 @ Bay Area Brew RP
Faith @ Concrete BRAD ETHRIDGE NOV 14
Street
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Falecs & Fervviee

409 w ave G cueres 149-4960
Port Aransas

OPEN DAILY AT 11 AM

LIVE MusIC

GAFF

HoT PizzA



