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Inside the Moon

By Dale Rankin
The Winter Texans have rolled in 
from OTB and they brought the 
Chamber of Commerce Weather 
with them. Gas prices are down, 
temperatures are up, and all in all 
it’s a good time to be hanging out 
Around The Island this week.

Balli Park
Our mention in the last issue that 
camping at Padre Balli Park is 
limited to a maximum of three days 
elicited several questions from Win-
ter Texans returning for the season 
asking why there was a change in 
policy. The short answer is that there 
was a dispute between the private 
owners who donated the land for 
the park decades ago and county 
RI¿FLDOV��,W�EHJDQ�ZLWK�DQ�DJUHH-
ment to dedicate some of the land 
to permanent wetlands in order to 
develop land around Lake Padre but 
spilled over to include the rules for 
overnight stay at Balli Park and the 
Nueces County Coastal Parks De-
SDUWPHQW�JRW�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�FURVV¿UH�
The question over the wetlands has 
been resolved, we think, but the 
offshoot is the return of a policy 
included in the original deed restric-
tions which limits overnight stay to 
three nights. There was discussion 
of extending that to two weeks but 
as of this writing the three day rule 
is in effect. This effectively leaves 
the Padre end of The Island without 
a public park for hookups for rec-
reational vehicles, except for Padre 
Island National Seashore. There are 
plans to build an RV park at the site 
of the riding stables but so far those 
plans have been bogged down in 
permitting. If there are any changes 
in the policy at Balli Park we will 
report them here, but for now it’s 
three days and time to move on.
Relief for city property tax
At-Large City Councilman Mike 
Pusley told the Corpus Christi City 
Council on Tuesday that he is going 
to propose that property owners 
across the city be given a reduction 
in the appraised tax value of the 
homes as part of an effort aimed at 
property tax relief. The relief would 
come in the form of a reduction in 
the appraised value of 10% to 20% - 
the exact numbers will be available 
when the item goes on the city coun-
cil agenda in the next few weeks 
– for the purpose of taxation with 
an added reduction for homesteaded 
property belonging to owners over 
65 years of age. The state legisla-
ture passed a similar measure that 
increased the deduction for school 
taxes in their last session and what 
Pusley is proposing is a similar de-
duction for city property owners. He 
said Tuesday the increased reduction 
would cost the city $10 million in 
tax revenue per year but with a cur-
rent operating surplus of $40 million 
the city could absorb the reduction. 

The barge that won’t go away…
&LW\�RI¿FLDOV�IURP�WKH�%HDFK�
Maintenance Department said 
this week the work barge that has 
been rusting into the bottom on the 
South Packery Jetty for the past few 
months is going to be there through 
0D\��7KH�¿UVW�SODQ�ZDV�WR�UHSDLU�WKH�
barge enough to pump it full of air 
DQG�ÀRDW�LV�DZD\�EXW�WKDW�SODQ�ZDV�
scrapped after divers determined 
that a gash down the barge’s star-
board side was too wide to repair. 
&LW\�RI¿FLDOV�VDLG�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKH�
barge is expected to cost $1 million 
and the earliest it could be gone is in 
April but the end of May is a more 
likely timeline.

By the Numbers

A Turtle for The Island Tower!

Island Rain Below Normal for 2022

Image of Kemp’s Ridley 
turtle to be put back on 

Island water tower

A little Island history
$�/RRN�DW�6RXWK�7H[DV�LQ������WKURXJK�WKH�H\HV�RI�DQ�RI¿FHU�
in the English Army on his way to the Battle of Gettysburg

The Corpus Christi City Council this week approved a 
twelve-month agreement with a contractor to replace the im-
age of a Kemp’s ridley turtle on the water tower on the south 
end of Padre Island which was painted over when the tower 
was painted in 2022.

The contract with Viking Painting, LLC of La Vista Nebraska 
is for $212,500 and includes painting logos on three other 
tanks around the city. According to the language in the con-
WUDFW�DSSURYHG�WKH�¿QDO�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�LPDJH�KDV�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�
determined.

Hotel 
Occupancy 
Tax funding
The Corpus Christi City Council 
this week approved $755,000 in 
funding from the city’s Hotel Occu-
pancy Tax for three local entities

$375,000 Art Museum of South 
Texas

$310,000 Texas State Aquarium 

$70,000 Botanical Gardens

By Tom Cullinan   
   
 Due to a six-week stretch 
of drought in July and August, total 
rainfall on Padre Island and Mustang 
Island for 2022 was a bit below Cor-
pus Christi’s normal of 31.74 inches 
of precipitation. However, last year’s 
28.59 inches (the average of six 
locations reporting from the island) 
was far below the record 2021 rains 
that totaled 53 inches.

The highest single-day 
precipitation fell on our sandbar on 
November 2. More than four inches 
of the wet stuff was measured at a 

couple of Padre Island locations, 
though these soakings were quite 
localized.

Our heavier rains — one 
inch or more in a 24-hour period — 
were recorded only seven times last 
\HDU��7KH�¿UVW�RI�WKHVH�GLGQ¶W�KDSSHQ�
until August 15th.

Volunteer Weather Reporters
All Padre Island locations 

that regularly appear in the Island 
Moon Rain Report are only a few 
miles apart. Notably, these rain 
measurements on a single day have 
varied by as much as one inch.

The Island Moon Rain 
Report uses data from the Com-
munity Collaborative Rain, Hail, 
& Snow Network (CoCoRaHS), 
D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�
founded at Colorado State Uni-
versity in 1998. It relies on 10,000 
volunteers in all 50 states who 
buy precision rain gauges, record 
daily precipitation amounts at their 
registered locations, and then report 
them online. 

There are currently 40 ac-
tive CoCoRaHS weather observers 

Changes Coming to Commodores Park
City survey will seek public input
By Dale Rankin
&LW\�RI¿FLDOV�WROG�WKH�,VODQG�6WUDWHJLF�$FWLRQ�
Committee this week that within the next two 
weeks they expect to issue a survey to seek pub-
lic input on what kind of improvements to build 
in Commodores Park.
Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation Kevin 
Johnson said the 12.9 acres located adjacent 
to the recently completed Beach Maintenance 
Building and the #15 Fire Station on Commo-
dores Drive will be converted into a Community 
Park with an assortment of possible amenities 
from walking trails, to tennis and pickleball 
courts depending on the feedback from citizens 
who respond to the survey.

Bagdad on the Rio Grande
When the Civil War broke out in the 
United States there was great interest 
LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DPRQJ�RI¿FHUV�LQ�WKH�
English Army. While most English-
men were opposed to slavery they 
found the customs and traditions of 
the old South to be much like those 
RI�WKH�(QJOLVK��WKLV�DI¿QLW\�FRPELQHG�
with a strategic interest in a divided 
United States meant that English 
sympathy settled with the Southern 
cause.  Confederate commander 
Robert E. Lee was also renowned in 
England both for his gentlemanly air 
and his style of maneuver warfare 

Water 
Exchange 

Bridge

The retaining wall on the south-
bound lane of the Water Exchange 
Bridge under construction on SPID 
was put in place this week. The 
bulkheads and canal to all for water 
passage under the bridge is complete 
and installation of the last of the 
retaining walls is set to begin next 
week, according to the job supervi-
sor Mike Franklin. 
The bridge is on schedule for 
completion and the water passage 
open by mid-2023. Current plans 
call for the sand berm on the canal 
leading to the bridge under White-
cap Boulevard to be removed when 
the canal under the bridge is open 
allowing for water to pass from Lake 
Padre into the main canal. The sand 
berm blocking water passage into 
the new canals under construction at 
the Whitecap North Padre Island site 
will be removed at a later date once 
the canals and bulkheads at the site 
are complete.

Evelyn Pless-Schuberth
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West Guth Park Disc Golf Course.

Timbertote Fire
Dr. Ryan Rogers 

Aerial By Marvin Orellano

(OYLV�9HJDV�0D¿D�%DQG�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�3RUW�$UDQVDV�&RPPXQLW\�7KHDWHU

Monarchs By Jim Gilmore
City crews have been working to raise 
the lifeguards stands along Micheal J. 
(OOLV�%HDFK��(YHO\Q�3OHVV�6FKXEHUWK

Once the beach is less than 150 feet 
ZLGH�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�VHDZDOO��WUDI¿F�
is banned under state rules. Evelyn 

%LUGV�%\�*OHQQ�6KHFNHOOV

Business Briefs
Texas Mesquite BBQ has new owners, new 
hours and a new menu. There are the usual 
BBQ items with beef, pork and chicken plus 
a variety of sides. Something different are the 
smoked shotgun shells which are manicotti 
pasta stuffed with ground beef, Monterrey 
jack cheese and wrapped in bacon. There are 
also daily specials. They open at noon and are 
closed on Tuesdays.

Lake Padre Village is a planned community 
of detached townhomes at 14901 Granada 
Drive. The nine lots are priced at $265K - 
$330K with four of them on the waterfront. All 
owners and guests will have access to a pool 
and boat docks.

The activity around the old Country 
Store was just to spruce it up for drone photos 
to be used with sale of the building; 

Litter Critter will be at the Briscoe Pavilion 
on Saturday, January 14th 9 am - 1 pm.

My Mimi’s Kitchen is opening soon in the 
HEB plaza in the Bluff between Subway and 
Spec’s Liquor. They will be serving breakfast 
and brunch.

Budget Blinds has a wide selection of drapes, 
motorized blinds, faux wood blinds, shades 
and more. They offer free in-home design 
consultation where they bring the showroom to 
you. Call 808-7400.

Parked-It Disc Golf Emporium is a disc golf 
store located at 1125 Airline. There are disc 
golf courses throughout the area including a 
9 hole at Waldron Park in the Bluff, 18 hole 
at Lamar Park, 9 hole at Oso Creek Park, 18 
at West Guth Park, 9 at Port A Community 
Park and Live Oak Park in Ingleside even 
has a league. I had no idea this sport was that 
popular.

Random Stuff

7KH�7LPEHUWRWH�VLQJOH�ORJ�¿UHZRRG�comes 
ZLWK�D�KDQGOH�DQG�LW�LQFOXGHV�D�¿UH�VWDUWHU�VWLFN�
WKDW�\RX�GURS�LQWR�WKH�SUH�GULOOHG�KROH��7KH�¿UH�
lasts over two hours and burns down next to 
nothing.

Doc’s Seafood & Steaks has been closed for a 
IHZ�GD\V�IRU�QHZ�ÀRRULQJ�SOXV�RWKHU�LPSURYH-
ments and will reopen Friday, January 13th. 
On Texas Tuesdays they have $3 Craft beers 
with more than 20 beers to choose from. Also 
Tuesdays they offer $3 off Texas liquors. Wine 
Down Wednesdays have half-price bottle of 
house and selected wines.

MacDaddy's Family Kitchen in Port A is a 
barbecue restaurant with a wide selection of 
homemade sides including brussel sprouts and 
roasted broccoli. They have live trivia night 
every Thursday at 6 pm.

Padre Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center 
will be opening on March 1st at 14650 Com-
pass Ste 1. Surgeon Dr. Ryan Rogers is double 
ERDUG�FHUWL¿HG�VSHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�VNLQ�FDQFHU��7KH�
RI¿FH�KDV�WKH�UHFRUGV�RI�KLV�H[LVWLQJ�SDWLHQWV��
They are accepting appointments now just call 
361-867-1032. 

The Packery Bar under the JFK Bridge is 
celebrating their one year anniversary on Sat-
XUGD\��-DQXDU\���WK��7KH\�ZLOO�KDYH�D�FUDZ¿VK�
boil and live music.

Port A Briefs

The Port Aransas Community Theater sold 
out overnight for the Dreams Group “Fleet-
wood Mac Tribute Show” on February 11th so 
they added a second show on Friday February 
10th.  The Elvis Tribute show last weekend 
sold-out and was such a hit they will have it 
two nights next year.

Third Coast Theater in Port A will feature 
Richard Leigh & Larry Joe Taylor on Satur-
day, February 18th at 8 pm. Tickets are $40 
and they go fast.

:LGH�UHFHLYHU�$DURQ�'LOZRUWK�is a Flour 
Bluff and Kingsville graduate who has been 
signed by the XFL Orlando Guardians. He 
played for the Canadian football League last 
\HDU��$DURQ¶V�¿UVW�JDPH�ZLOO�EH�)HEUXDU\���WK�
in Houston and it will be nationally televised.

7KH�'RQXW�3DODFH�RZQHUV are back from their 
three week vacation and the store has reopened

Brush pick up will be on the Island January 
25 - 29.

The Jo Koy World Tour will be at the Ameri-
can Bank Center on Sunday, January 29th 7:30 
pm and Incubus will be there on January 31st 
9 pm.

The Barefoot Mardi Gras Fat Friday Kick-
off Party will be held at the Waterline Bar on 
January 27th 6 - 10 pm. Cajun food will be 
provided by Doc’s and there will be a silent 
auction with entertainment by The Groove 
Band. Tickets are $15. The parade on the 
beach will be on Saturday, February 18th.
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My Coastal Home

Letters to the Editor

3DUN�FRQW��IURP�$�

0LFKDHO�-��(OOLV�%HDFK�DQG�6HDZDOO�JRW�WKHLU�QDPHV�

6RPH�WKLQJV�QHYHU�FKDQJH��

3DFNHU\�&KDQQHO�ZDV�EHLQJ�GUHGJHG�DQG�WKH�VDQG�XVHG�WR�
widen the beach. 

Rain cont. from A1

Emergency Services District #2,.

 Per his request Chief Rocha of the Corpus 
Christi Fire Department will be providing a 
presentation to the board of commissioners at 
the boarding meeting NEXT Tuesday January 
17, 2023 at 5:00 pm. "e presentation will be 
on the desired/demanded “merger” of ESD2 
by Corpus Christi Fire Department. As of this 
email the ESD does not see a bene#t to this 
"merger", and see it as a signi#cant reduction in 
#re and ems services to the Flour Blu$ and Pa-
dre Island communities and even more serious 
a loss of jobs for ESD employees, community 
members and military veterans.

Please feel free to attend the meeting to hear 
the presentation. I am currently unaware if 
there will be a Q and A session following the 
presentation. but Chief Rocha will be utilizing 
a slide show presentation. "anks!

 Weston Beseda

Fire Chief - EMT

Nueces County ESD #2

337 Yorktown Blvd

Litter Critter Event Scheduled 
for Briscoe King Pavilion 

6DWXUGD\�-DQXDU\����

VSULQNOHG�DFURVV�1XHFHV�&RXQW\��EXW�MXVW�¿YH�
who still report from Padre Island. The sole 
Mustang Island weather observer is located at 
Cinnamon Shore. 

The National Weather Service 
(NWS) in Corpus Christi has compiled rain to-
tals dating to February 1887. Measured now at 
the city’s airport, the annual average is 31.76” 
using all 136 years. According to the NWS, 
the lowest annual rainfall was a scant 5.38” in 
1917 which is the only yearly total under 12”.

Corpus Christi NWS Rain Totals
2022 Normal

January 1.44” 1.39”
February 0.27” 1.29”

March 0.36” 2.28”
April 1.36” 2.04”
May 3.08” 3.38”
June 3.53” 3.56”
July 0.69” 2.54”

August 0.63” 2.35”
September 10.41” 5.42”

October 2.31” 3.13”
November 3.60” 2.03”
December 0.32” 1.93”

 Total 27.00” 31.74”

Rain Less Likely Than Dew
Some may not realize that dewfall is 

measurable precipitation. Gauges on the island 
will often catch overnight dew ranging from a 
trace to as much as 0.02 inches. My gauge held 
dew 92 times last year, in contrast to actual 
rain that fell on 62 days in 2022. So regarding 
precipitation, this past year we got rained upon 
17 percent of the days and merely dampened 
with dew 25 percent of the days.

Island Moon Rain Report: 2022 Reporting 
Stations

Padre:
Dyna St

Padre: Scal-
lop St

Padre: Aquarius 
St

Mustang: Beachwalk 
Lane

Padre: 
Elbow St

Padre:
Cayo Cantiles

28.65” 28.36” 26.29” 30.19” 30.21” 27.80”

 The City’s Litter Critter will make an appear-
ance on Padre Island on Saturday, January 
14, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Briscoe 
King Pavilion, 15820 Park Road 22.
Residents planning to make drop-offs should 
refer to the City’s Solid Waste Department 
website at www.cctexas.com/solid-waste/
FRPPXQLW\�FOHDQXS�SURJUDPV�WR�¿QG�WKH�OLVW�
of items accepted for Litter Critter events. 
5HVLGHQWV�VKRXOG�SUHSDUH�WR�RIÀRDG�WKHLU�LWHPV��
commercial hauling is not permitted.

Future Litter Critter events will occur on the 
second Saturday of each month, from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., in service areas across the 
city. Please see the 2023 Litter Critter schedule 
below:
February 11 Flour Bluff High School 2505 
Waldron Road
July 8 Briscoe King Pavilion 
August 12 Flour Bluff High School 2505 
Waldron Road

PADRE ISLES PROPERTY OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

SPECIAL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Thursday, January 12, 2023

5:30 PM

Padre Island Baptist Church

14253 South Padre Island Dr.

Streaming to PIPOA Facebook Page

NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA
  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

1. Legal Matters

2. Personnel Matters

3. Contract Matters

4. Appeals

 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION WITH POSSIBLE BOARD VOTES
 

4. ADJOURN
 

Ten Years ago in the Island Moon

Johnson said plans could include a community 
center but the focus in the beginning will be 
improvements that can be done more quickly 
than a community center which could take 
several years of planning.
“The direction we have had from the city coun-
cil is they want something that can be done in 
the near future,” Johnson said. “A community 
center would be a ways out.”
He said he expects to have a contract within 
D�ZHHN�ZLWK�DQ�RXWVLGH�¿UP�WKDW�VSHFLDOL]HV�
in public surveys to write a series of ques-
tions which will be circulated o the public to 
determine what Island residents do and do not 
want at the park. 
A group of Islanders who attended the Tuesday 
meeting of the ISAC emphasized their desire 
for pickleball courts and tennis courts. Padre 
Island is currently without public tennis courts 
since the demolition of the courts at the Padre 
Isles County Club and the only pickleball court 
on The Island is privately owned.
Johnson said he expects the public survey to 
take 45-60 days to complete after which design 
for park improvements could begin. He said 
the survey will include community outreach 
through town hall meetings and an online 
survey. We will print the web portal for public 
input on the project once it becomes available, 
most likely in next week’s edition.
Voters approved $1.5 million in bonds for 
improvements at the park in 2022. That money 
was originally earmarked for the design of a 
community center, but after input from outgo-
ing District 4 City Councilman Greg Smith and 
incoming District 4 Councilman Dan Suckley 
city staff said they will redirect the money for 
other park improvements. 
The boundaries of the Island Tax Incre-
PHQW�5H¿QDQFLQJ�=RQH����ZHUH�H[SDQGHG�LQ�
December to include the park making money 
from it available for improvements there. 
No timeline was given for the beginning of 
construction.
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7H[DV�/HJLVODWXUH������
Texas lawmakers will have $188.2 
billion available for the next budget 

after record-breaking revenue growth

Port of Corpus Christi Encouraged 
by DOE to Submit Full Application 

for Hydrogen Hub Proposal

As the Texas Legislature convenes in Austin 
this month it will have far more money than 
legislators have ever had at their disposal, with 
an increase in available funds that dwarfs any 
previous jumps between cycles. It’s also more 
money than lawmakers can constitutionally 
spend

Texas is projected to have $188.2 billion avail-
able in general revenue for funding the busi-
ness of the state over the 2024-25 biennium 
— an unprecedented 26% increase from what 
lawmakers had during the last budget cycle, 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar said Monday 
in his biennial revenue estimate to state law-
makers and leaders.
It’s far more money than legislators have 
ever had at their disposal, with an increase 
in available funds that dwarfs any previous 
jumps between cycles, thanks largely to a tax-
FROOHFWLRQ�ZLQGIDOO�WKDW�OHIW�WKH�VWDWH�ÀXVK�ZLWK�
cash, Hegar said. It’s also more than the Texas 
Constitution and state law will legally allow 
them to spend, barring any special legislative 
action to bypass those spending limits.
The estimate came one day before the Texas 
Legislature convened on Tuesday. It includes 
an anticipated $165.9 billion in new revenue, 
the vast majority of which comes from sales 
and energy taxes collected by the state and can 
only be spent in the next cycle. It also includes 
a historic $32.7 billion in state dollars expected 
to be left over in Texas coffers from the 2022-
23 biennium, thanks to “vigorous economic 
JURZWK�´�JDV�SULFHV��LQÀDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�
in the past 18 months, he said. All but $10 
billion, which is reserved for highway funds 
and the state’s rainy day fund, is available for 
general spending, Hegar said.
That pot of money can be spent before August 
to supplement anything the lawmakers need for 
the current budget. Unless legislators choose to 
dip into the Economic Stabilization Fund, the 
RI¿FLDO�QDPH�IRU�WKH�VWDWH¶V�VR�FDOOHG�UDLQ\�GD\�
fund, that fund is expected to have an all-time 
high balance of $27.1 billion by the end of the 
2024-25 biennium, Hegar said Monday. The 
rainy day fund is separate from the $32.7B left 
over in the state treasury from the last cycle 
and is not included in Monday’s overall funds-
available estimate.

State revenue from all sources is expected to 
reach $342.3 billion for the 2024-25 biennium 
— including $108 billion in federal income 
and about $68 billion from other revenues, 
such as fees, both of which are dedicated for 
particular purposes and thus not available for 
general-purpose spending on things like law 
enforcement or property tax relief.

The current two-year budget period, which 
ends in August, totalled $265 billion in state 
and federal funds, including an initial $119 
billion in general revenue — a number that is 
expected to top $150 billion before the cycle 
HQGV��0RQGD\¶V�EXGJHW�HVWLPDWH�UHÀHFWV�D�
robust economic rebound as the state worked 
to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic but 
accounts for an expected mild recession this 
year — albeit a “relatively shallow and short” 
one for Texas — and a resulting slowdown in 
consumer spending, employment and per-
sonal income levels, said Hegar, a Republican 
entering his third term as comptroller. It is also 
indicative of a painful period, economically, 
for Texas taxpayers, Hegar said.

State revenue depends largely on sales taxes 
— about 53% of the total is expected to come 
from sales tax in the next budget cycle. But it 
also includes sizable revenues from oil and gas 
severance taxes, as well as motor vehicle fuel 
and sales taxes and franchise taxes collected on 
alcohol.

Subject to change

The revenue estimate is the primary respon-
sibility of the state comptroller and projects 
for legislative budget writers how much 
money Texas will collect from its residents 
and businesses during the next biennium. The 
comptroller is the state’s chief tax collector, 
revenue estimator and check writer. Hegar’s 
PRVW�KLJK�SUR¿OH�WLPH�LV�GXULQJ�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�
session, when he keeps lawmakers apprised 
of how much money is available to them as 
they decide how to fund the operations of the 
state in the new biennium. Because the Texas 
Legislature meets every two years, lawmakers 
craft a two-year budget.
Passing a balanced budget — one that spends 
no more than what is expected to be available 
— is the only thing the Texas Legislature is 
constitutionally required to do during its regu-
lar 140-day session. Lawmakers are expected 
to pass the budget before the session ends in 
late May.
Monday’s estimate for the next budget cycle 
could be updated later in the session, as 
lawmakers get closer to wrapping up budget 
negotiations and the comptroller’s team of 
economic forecasters and researchers gath-
ers the most current economic information. 
7KH�SURMHFWLRQ�¿JXUH�LV�DOVR�VXEMHFW�WR�FKDQJH�
throughout the biennium as economic condi-
tions shift — as they did during the last two 
years. When actual collected revenue is higher 
than what the budget anticipated, the state can 
wind up with more money than it had planned 
to spend, as it has now.

Spending the cash

Part of the state’s comfortable economic posi-
tion heading into the session is due to the bal-
ance that will be left in state coffers at the end 
of this current budget cycle, what Hegar esti-
mated Monday at $32.7 billion. That number 
ZRQ¶W�EH�¿QDOL]HG�XQWLO�DIWHU�WKH�UHFHLSWV�DUH�
all in later this year and legislators determine 
during the session whether to spend any of the 
carryover balance before the end of August.

In addition to the “vigorous economic growth” 
that ballooned the state’s revenue since the end 
of COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, Hegar 
said, spikes in energy prices and the highest 
UDWH�RI�JHQHUDO�SULFH�LQÀDWLRQ�LQ����\HDUV�DOVR�
caused state tax collections to surpass what 
was expected when lawmakers approved the 
ODVW�EXGJHW��7KDW�HQGLQJ�EDODQFH�DOVR�UHÀHFWV�
$3.8 billion in savings due to federal pandemic 
dollars replacing state taxpayers’ dollars, as 
well as savings by the state on school funding 
due to skyrocketing property taxes that reduced 
the state’s obligation to schools by about $4.3 
billion, he said.

State law and the Texas Constitution already 
create roadblocks for lawmakers who may be 
tempted to spend all of the state’s available 
revenue this cycle, even if it’s for pressing state 
issues like property tax relief, schools or state 
workforce, or one-time investments like water 
infrastructure and broadband. Those spending 
limits have been set at a 12.3% increase over 
spending in the current biennium, allowing 
lawmakers up to about $12.5 billion more 
in general revenue to spend for the next two 
years, according to current budget numbers. 
7KDW�GROODU�¿JXUH�FRXOG�JR�XS�LI�ODZPDNHUV�
pass a supplemental budget bill this session 
that increases spending over the next two 
years, but it is still well under the amount ex-
pected to be available to lawmakers. Anything 
beyond the limits would require a politically 
risky vote to bust the spending cap, or another 
budgeting strategy to work around those limits.

–�7KH�86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(QHUJ\��'2(��2I¿FH�
of Clean Energy Demonstration this week en-
couraged the Port of Corpus Christi Authority 
(Port of Corpus Christi) to submit a full ap-
plication for its Horizons Clean Hydrogen Hub 
(HCH2) through the Regional Clean Hydrogen 
Hubs Program.
The Port of Corpus Christi, as a landlord port 
authority and the owner of the most improved, 
PRVW�HI¿FLHQW�VKLS�FKDQQHO�RQ�WKH�8�6��*XOI�
Coast, is the prime applicant for the HCH2 
and is the common denominator to each of the 
roughly two dozen discrete clean hydrogen 
production projects in the proposed hub. 
Hydrogen, which can be produced using either 
renewable electricity or natural gas feed-
VWRFNV��KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�ÀH[LEOH�
energy carrier with a wide range of applica-
tions. Existing operations around the Port of 
Corpus Christi already use hydrogen as part 
RI�WKH�UH¿QLQJ�SURFHVV��DQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�
industries may transition to hydrogen as a low 
carbon alternative to natural gas to power their 
operations. HCH2 projects will use — and 

add to — the 110 miles of existing hydrogen 
pipelines to move hydrogen through the re-
gion. When it is to be exported from the Hub 
by rail or ship, hydrogen likely will be reacted 
into ammonia, which is a larger, more stable 
molecule that can either be used directly as 
an energy source or processed to yield free 
hydrogen.
HCH2 will connect large-scale clean hydro-
gen production in the West South-Central U.S. 
with in-region, extra-regional, and interna-
tional end users by way of common carrier, 
connective infrastructure that will de-risk and 
accelerate multiple projects. HCH2 includes 
three waves of deployment — all under devel-
opment now with staggered maturation — to 
supply existing and developing demand. The 
project developers in the HCH2 are a combi-
nation of cornerstones of the energy market-
place, including longstanding Port customers 
as well as well-capitalized start-ups vetted by 
the Port.
 Port Corpus Christi is the largest port in the 
United States in total revenue tonnage.

The 88th Texas Legislative Session Begins
January 9, 2023

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of once again serving the people of House 
District 32.  I am proud to be a voice for the Coastal Bend and look forward to continuing that 
role during the 88th Texas Legislative Session.

The 88th Texas Legislative Session begins Tuesday, January 10th . The Texas House of 
5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�VZHDULQJ�LQ�FHUHPRQ\�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�RQ�WKH�+RXVH�ÀRRU�DW�QRRQ�RQ�-DQXDU\���WK��
All are welcome to attend these opening day festivities. If you are unable to join us, I would like 
to invite you to come to Austin sometime during the 88th�VHVVLRQ�DQG�YLVLW�RXU�&DSLWRO�RI¿FH��:H�
want you to be a part of your Texas Legislature and the decisions that are made and the impact 
WKDW�LW�PD\�KDYH�RQ�\RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV���2XU�RI¿FH�LV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�7H[DV�&DSLWRO�
building, at the room number 1W.5.  

Over the past year and a half, I have been proud to help organize a number of sum-
mits and conferences in and around the Coastal Bend. These meetings provided an important 
opportunity to look at key issues facing the State of Texas. These meetings covered key issues 
VXFK�DV�WKH�0HQWDO�+HDOWK��+XPDQ�7UDI¿FNLQJ��3URSHUW\�7D[HV��DQG�:LQGVWRUP�,QVXUDQFH�5DWHV��
Hearing from individuals about these important subjects and from members of our community 
is a very important part of the overall legislative process. The information gathered from these 
meetings will be helpful in addressing the issues during the upcoming 2023 legislative session. 

If you would like to follow the Texas House and learn more information on news, committees or 
other aspects of the legislative body, you can access its website at http://www.house.texas.gov. 
7KH�VLWH�IHDWXUHV�OLYH�VWUHDPLQJ�IURP�WKH�+RXVH�ÀRRU��FRPPLWWHH�KHDULQJV�DV�ZHOO�DV�DFFHVV�WR�D�
number of other resources. You can also follow the Texas Senate at https://senate.texas.gov/ The 
7H[DV�*RYHUQRU¶V�RI¿FLDO�ZHEVLWH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�https://gov.texas.gov/ 

Since the 88th Texas Legislative session is beginning, I want to hear your ideas and suggestions. 
Your ideas and information are important forms of feedback and I hope that you will not hesitate 
WR�FRQWDFW�P\�RI¿FH�

If you have questions regarding any of the information mentioned in this week's article, please 
GR�QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�FDOO�P\�&DSLWRO�RU�'LVWULFW�2I¿FH��3OHDVH�DOZD\V�IHHO�IUHH�WR�FRQWDFW�P\�RI-
¿FH�LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�RU�LVVXHV�UHJDUGLQJ�D�7H[DV�VWDWH�DJHQF\��RU�LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
FRQWDFW�P\�RI¿FH�UHJDUGLQJ�FRQVWLWXHQW�VHUYLFHV��$V�DOZD\V��P\�RI¿FHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�DQ\�WLPH�
WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV��FRQFHUQV�RU�FRPPHQWV��&DSLWRO�2I¿FH����������������'LVWULFW�2I¿FH��
361-949-4603).    

                                                         

- State Representative Todd Hunter, District 32 

Rep. Hunter currently represents Aransas County and part of Nueces County.  He can 
be contacted at todd.hunter@house.texas.gov or at 512-463-0672.

7ULFRORUHG�+HURQ�%\�-RKQ�1DMYDU
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6WXII�,�+HDUG�RQ�WKH�,VODQG
By Dale Rankin

Way back in 2004 I was driving under the JFK 
Bridge when I saw Coastway Bait & Tackle. 
It was a dilapidated building that had been 
vacant for a decade but I saw possibilities so 
I pursued and eventually got a lease that led 
to the opening of the Packery Channel Bar & 
Grill that has become an Island favorite. But 
what I didn’t see coming was the possibility 
that nearly two decades on the area which is 
a popular destination for anglers launching 
boats and diners looking for dinner would 
still be mostly unpaved and include two 
semi-permanent lakes known only somewhat 
facetiously as the Twin Lakes of Muddle and 
Puddle named after the puddles they are and 
the muddling through method of planning that 
has made them possible. 

The plan

In December 2010 a plan was approved by 
a combination of governmental entities with 
jurisdiction at the site that would replace the 
dilapidated but functioning boat ramps, pave 
the parking lot, and build bulkheads to keep 
WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�IURP�ÀRRGLQJ��)URP�RXU�VLGH�
the partnership contributed $27,000 to get the 
project unstuck and work began. Then a few 
months later a call came telling us that due to a 
lack of funds only a portion of the parking lot 
would be paved and it didn’t include the part in 
front of Packery Bar & Grill that you see still 
unpaved all these years later.

The site is an alphabet soup of overlapping 
governmental jurisdictions from the Texas 
*HQHUDO�/DQG�2I¿FH��7H[DV�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
Transportation, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and the City of Corpus Christi. The offshoot 
was that the City of Corpus Christi signed a 
lease which is still current which requires it to 
improve and maintain the area. This all came 
EDFN�WR�PLQG�WKLV�ZHHN�ZKHQ�DQ�RI¿FLDO�ZLWK�
the city’s engineering department told the Is-
land Strategic Action Committee that the $1.3 
million in bond money approved by voters 
in 2018 for improvements to the area will be 
“moved elsewhere.” 

The other plan…

This announcement came as a surprise to the 
ISAC members who were part of a subcom-
mittee formed in 2017 in anticipation of the 
upcoming bond election to come up with a list 
of improvements which included some very 
common sense items such as lighting, pave-
ment with striping for parking, and if there was 
money left over paint for the bare concrete pil-
ings to spruce things up. Those improvements 
were included in the project list which was 
presented to and approved by voters. 

By Dotson Lewis 

Senior Moments

'RWVRQ¶V�1RWH��6XQGD\��-DQXDU\���th�������ZLOO�
EH�WKH���th anniversary of the incident occur�
rence.  -DQXDU\���WK��������ZDV�WKH�GD\�WKDW�
D�86�$LUZD\V�$LUEXV�$����DLUFUDIW�ODQGHG�RQ�
WKH�+XGVRQ�5LYHU��7KLV�ZDV�D�FUDVK�ODQGLQJ��
but thanks to the pilots' skills and response, 
DOO�����SDVVHQJHUV�DQG�¿YH�FUHZ�PHPEHUV�
VXUYLYHG��7KLV�UHSRUW�IROORZV�WKH�HYHQWV�WKDW�
GD\�DQG�ZKDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG�VLQFH���7KDQNV�WR�
-XVWLQ�+DZDUG�DQG�7RP�+DQNV�IRU�WKH�IDFWV�
contained in this report and thanks to Bill 
Morgan for the photos.

86�$LUZD\V�����

US Airways 1549 (or to use its callsign, Cactus 
1549) was scheduled from La Guardia, New 
York City to Charlotte, North Carolina on the 
afternoon of January 15th, 2009.
7KH�ÀLJKW�ZDV�RSHUDWHG�E\�DQ�$LUEXV�$����
214 (registration N106US), powered by two 
General Electric CFM56 engines. This aircraft 
was delivered new to US Airways in August 
������,Q�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�ÀLJKW�ZDV�&DSWDLQ�
Chesley Sullenberger, affectionately known as 
6XOO\��ZLWK�¿UVW�RI¿FHU�-HIIUH\�6NLOHV�

Simple Flying

%RWK�WKHVH�PHQ�KDG�YDVW�DPRXQWV�RI�À\-
ing experience. Chelsey Sullenberger is a 
IRUPHU�PLOLWDU\�SLORW�ZLWK�WRWDO�À\LQJ�KRXUV�
of almost 20,000 at the time of the accident, 
including 4,756 hours on the A320. Jeffrey 
Skiles had only 37 hours on the A320 as a 
newly transferred pilot to the type but over 
�������À\LQJ�KRXUV�LQ�WRWDO�

Above, the A320 that was involved in the 
incident

What Happened After Take-Off?

7KH�SUH�ÀLJKW�DQG�LQLWLDO�WDNH�RII�UXQ�ZDV�
normal. Early in the climb, the aircraft hit a 
ÀRFN�RI�ELUGV��&DQDGD�JHHVH���VR�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
it obscured the pilots' windscreen view. This 
was at a height of just under 3,000 feet and a 
distance of around 4.5 miles from the airport.
Almost immediately, both engines shut down, 
but the aircraft continued climbing for another 
19 seconds, then entered a glide descent as the 
pilots responded. Captain Sullenberger took 
control of the aircraft and started the APU 
�6NLOHV�KDG�ÀRZQ�WKH�WDNH�RII���ZKLOH�6NLOHV�
attempted to restart the engines. Sullenberger 
made a mayday call 22 seconds after the strike, 
calmly reporting:
"This is Cactus 1539, hit birds. We've lost 
thrust on both engines. We're turning back 
towards LaGuardia."

Sullenberger initially requested to return to 
La Guardia. The pilots soon realized this was 
not possible and requested landing options 
at Teterboro airport, New Jersey. They were 
cleared for an approach to runway 1, but 
quickly responded that they also could not 
make that, and would end up in the Hudson.

You can get a much better idea of what hap-
SHQHG�WR�WKH�ÀLJKW�DQG�KRZ�WKH�SLORWV�UH-
VSRQGHG�E\�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�$LU�7UDI¿F�&RQWURO�
recording (or watching the movie 'Sully'). The 
radio audio was released following the investi-
gation and demonstrates the professionalism of 
the controllers and aircrew. 

Senior Moments Special to The Island Moon

Landing On The Hudson

After passing over the George Washington 
Bridge at just 900 feet, the aircraft ditched in 
WKH�+XGVRQ�DW������SP��7KH�ÀLJKW�KDG�ODVWHG�
DURXQG�¿YH�PLQXWHV�
Such an unpowered water landing is, of course, 
extremely dangerous, and the success of this 
MXVWL¿HV�WKH�PXFK�XVHG�SKUDVH�RI��PLUDFOH�RQ�
WKH�+XGVRQ���7KHUH�DUH�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�ZDWHU�
landings, or ditching, from manufacturers and 
regulators, but in practice, these are rare occur-
rences.

Passengers were evacuated onto the wings 
and the emergency slides. The evacuation 
was hampered by water entering the fuse-
lage (caused by an open door at the rear of 
the cabin, as well as fuselage damage from 
landing). But it was greatly assisted by the 
aircraft equipment. By chance, the aircraft was 
equipped for extended over-water use, mean-
ing there was full life vest provision, and the 
exit slides could detach to be used as rafts.

The aircraft landed in the North River section 
of the Hudson, roughly in line with West 50th 
Street on the New York side and Weehawken 
on the New Jersey side.

There were several boats close to the ditching 
side which headed straight out to assist. Two 
1<�:DWHUZD\�IHUULHV�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�DUULYH�
and immediately started taking passengers 
onboard. Others, including the Coast Guard, 
were close behind, and emergency services 
assembled on the shore. All passengers were 
removed from the plane and water by 3:55 pm 
(24 minutes after the ditching).

The Crash Aftermath and Investigation

 Following the crash there was a full National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investi-
gation. This looked at all piloting and technical 
aspects of the incident and ditching and made 
several recommendations for improvements. 
Ultimately it was determined that the probable 
FDXVH�ZDV��WKH�LQJHVWLRQ�RI�ODUJH�ELUGV�LQWR�
each engine, which resulted in an almost total 
ORVV�RI�WKUXVW�LQ�ERWK�HQJLQHV��

Ultimately several factors came together to 
make the ditching successful or “miraculous,” 
as well as fast and appropriate action by the 
pilots, good weather and clear visibility on the 
day, an aircraft equipped for a water land-
ing, fast reactions from the cabin crew, and 
the landing close to boats able to respond, all 
contributed.

'RWVRQ¶V�2WKHU�1RWH��6RPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VLJ�
QL¿FDQW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DQG�FRQFOXVLRQV�IURP�
a piloting point of view included: 1)�7KHUH�
ZHUH�H[WHQVLYH�ÀLJKW�VLPXODWRU�UH�HQDFWPHQWV�
RI�WKH�ÀLJKW��7KHVH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�SRVVLELO�
LW\�RI�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�/D�*XDUGLD�RU�GLYHUWLQJ�WR�
7HWHUERUR��$Q�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�KHUH�ZDV�SLORW�
UHDFWLRQ�DQG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WLPH��6LPXODWLRQV�
with an immediate turn to an airport were 
partly successful, but not so when a reaction 
GHOD\�ZDV�DGGHG��7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�FRQFOXGHG�
WKDW�6XOOHQEHUJHU
V�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�FRUUHFW��2) 
6WDUWLQJ�WKH�$38�HDUO\�SURYHG�YLWDO�LQ�WKH�
later stages of the ditching, as it maintained 
SRZHU�IRU�DOO�V\VWHPV��6XOOHQEHUJHU�GLG�WKLV�
immediately, whereas it was a later task in the 
checklist for dual engine failure. 3)�6HOHFWLQJ�

ÀDSV��
�LQVWHDG�RI�
ÀDSV��
�ZDV�DOVR�GLVFXVVHG�
DQG�WHVWHG��7KLV�UHGXFHG�GUDJ�DQG�DOORZHG�IRU�
a better nose attitude on hitting the water. 
&RPPHQWV�DUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�WKH�(GLWRU�RI�7KH�
,VODQG�0RRQ�RU�WR�PH�DW�0RELOH����������
�����RU�DW�GOHZLV�#VW[�UU�FRP. FOR YOUR 
,1)250$7,21���7KH�ZHHNO\�9HWHUDQV�5RXQG�
7DEOH�PHHWLQJV�DUH�RQ�7XHVGD\V�����$0���$OO�
veterans, their families and anyone interested 
LQ�YHWHUDQV¶�DFWLYLWLHV��DUH�LQYLWHG��7KH�PHHWLQJ�
location is at Del Mar College, Center for Eco�
QRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW�������6��6WDSOHV���$FURVV�
IURP�5D\�+LJK�6FKRRO���$OVR��WKH�9HWHUDQV�
5DGLR�5RXQG�7DEOH�LV�RQ�WKH�DLU�RQ�.(<6�
$0������	������)0����±����D�P���6DWXUGD\V���
3OHDVH�OLVWHQ�DQG�FDOO�LQ�RU�WH[W���7KH�OLVWHQHU�
WH[W�OLQH�LV��������������«,W¶V�\RXU�WZR�KRXUV��
please let us hear from you.    

The Miracle on The Hudson - 
The Full Story

The plan included parking for up to ninety 
vehicles pulling boat trailers under the JFK 
Bridge and some simple landscaping required 
under city code. The total bond package was 
$1.8 million but since that time $500,000 of 
the money has been spent on design which is 
to say…it is gone. But for the simple things 
that are needed there the $1.3 million remain-
ing is plenty to get things started…except it is 
now going to be “moved elsewhere.”

So what happened?

The obvious question is what happened? 
How can such a simple thing go so awry? 
All I know are the explanations for inaction 
that have been presented at ISAC meeting 
over the past four years. Prior to this week’s 
announcement that the money is to be “moved 
elsewhere” came the statement six months 
ago that city money could not be spent there 
because the land is a right of way of TxDot. 
While it is true that it is a TxDot right of 
way it is also true that the City of Corpus 
Christi has a signed and valid agreement with 
WKH�7H[DV�*HQHUDO�/DQG�2I¿FH�WR�EXLOG�DQG�
maintain improvements there and, as was 
pointed out by ISAC members, the city is cur-
rently spending $18 million to build the Water 
Exchange Bridge on a TxDot right of way two 
miles down the road. Unlike the Twin Lakes 
of Muddle and Puddle this explanation didn’t 
hold water and things were quiet until this 
week’s announcement that the money is going 
to be “moved elsewhere” meaning that in spite 
of the signed agreement to maintain the area 
for the foreseeable future plans call for doing 
nothing to improve an area that is one of the 
most used by the public on The Island.

While most of the eighty acres of land sur-
rounding the bridge consists of wetlands which 
prevents development the waterfront area 
from Billings Baitstand all the way around to 
Marker 37 is home to seven businesses which 
all pay city property and sales tax and there is 
not even a sign announcing their presence at 
the base of the bridge. In fact the water line 
to Snoopy’s Pier was paid for with private 
money until a new line was put in four years 
ago by the city – who I would point out spent 
city money in the TxDot right of way. As 
then Snoopy’s owner Ernie Buttler pointed 
RXW�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�WR�SD\�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�OLQH�WR�JHW�
ZDWHU�WR�WKH�¿UH�SUHYHQWLRQ�V\VWHP�UHTXLUHG�E\�
the city, Snoopy’s had been paying tax at the 
site since 1980 and along with the water line 
Ernie had to pay for the road leading from the 
bridge to Snoopy’s Pier. Other than that Mrs. 
Lincoln how was the play!? 

So here we are two decades after the city 
signed an agreement to improve and maintain 
WKH�DUHD�DQG�¿YH�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�ERQGV�ZHUH�
approved and a plan drawn up to do that still 
looking at mud holes, an unpaved parking lot, 
boat ramps in dire need of repair, but not at 
signage because there isn’t any, and the money 
set aside to pay for all that is being “moved 
elsewhere.” 

So the plan is for the muddling and puddling 
to continue. 

6KULPS�%RDW�E\�0DUYLQ�2UHOODQR

Around from A1

Water for the dogs!
7KHUH�ZDV�JRRG�QHZV�IURP�FLW\�SDUNV�RI¿FLDOV�
this week with the announcement that the city 
is going to provide free water to the Riley 
P. Dog Park at the end of Whitecap Boule-
vard. The park is now open and a group of 
volunteers have stepped in to help but water 
for irrigation has been the major obstacle to 
improving the ground cover there. An agree-
PHQW�LV�H[SHFWHG�E\�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�WKLV�ZHHN�
that will bring a waterline and “water we can 
drink” to the park. It was a good week to be an 
Island Dog.
That’s all for now, get out there and enjoy the 
weather and say hello if you see us Around 
The Island.
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The Island Outdoors
By Jay Gardner

On the Rocks

I would like to thank everyone that came out to 
provide public comment at the Island Strategic 
Action Committee (ISAC) meeting the other 
day.  That is exactly the purpose of the ISAC 
committee, to take popular (and also not popu-
lar) feedback down to city hall and directly to 
the council regarding Island matters.  I would 
also like to thank city staff for attending, and 
3HWHU�=DQRQL�IRU�HQFRXUDJLQJ�VWDII�WR�SDUWLFL-
pate in the process.  The ISAC committee is 
made up of a great bunch of folks, and you all 
should rest assured that even though we may 
not be getting the city to get projects done as 
fast as we’d like, they are hearing us.

We passed the “second causeway resolution” 
by unanimous vote as well.  That safety topic 
is something that we have been talking about 
for quite some time, and it is included in the 
Area Development Plan.  I included the term 
“…second causeway or means on and off the 
Island…” in the resolution in the event that 
technology invents a transporter by the time 
we get the environmental permitting completed 
for the project.  I jest a little, but who knows, 
maybe Elon Musk will build us a tunnel 
instead of a bridge.  I wonder what the studies 
will yield as far as alternatives?

For example, look at the George Wallace 
Tunnel over in Mobile Bay, Alabama.  This 
half mile tunnel was constructed starting back 
LQ������DQG�ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�RSHQHG�LQ��������,W�
reaches a depth of 40 feet below the existing 
ship channel, and it actually a part of I-10.  The 
technology isn’t anything new, and the tunnel 
LV�ZRUNLQJ�MXVW�¿QH�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�
used.  There is also another tunnel just to the 
north of it, the Bankhead tunnel.  I could envi-
sion a tunnel from Mustang Island into Flour 
Bluff.  Nothing crazy.

What has been crazy is the sea fog lately.  Fog 
LV�REYLRXVO\�IRUPHG�ZKHQ�ZDUPHU�DLU�ÀRZV�
over colder waters (basically, most of the win-
ter here).  This same sea fog is basically salt 
water and permeates everything outside, caus-

ing everything to rust.  We were at the cabin 
this weekend (thanks Augs for the help!), and 
it was spooky in the mornings, as we couldn’t 
even see the end of the pier.  The reason it was 
spooky was that we could hear boats run-
ning out in the ICWW at speeds that we knew 
good and well that they couldn’t see anything.  
7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�LQFLGHQW�GRZQ�LQ�3RUW�0DQV¿HOG�
where two guides were involved in a T-bone 
situation.  Thankfully no one was seriously 
injured, but it’s avoidable.  Someone is going 
to get killed, y’all be careful out there driving 
by video game (GPS alone).  

One of the interesting things that the city staff 
updated us on (no, Bond 2018 – JFK Cause-
way Improvements wasn’t one) was that they 
are planning on building some restrooms on 
=DKQ�5RDG�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�RI�WKH�HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�
Lively Beach subdivision.  We didn’t get to see 
what the amenities are going to be, just mainly 
the footprint.  I’m assuming there will be park-
ing, and I’m hoping that there will be showers.  
If whoever they hire to design it has any idea 
what they’re doing, they will use the drain wa-
WHU�IURP�WKH�VKRZHUV�WR�ÀRZ�RII�WKH�DUHD�LQWR�D�
planter or some sort of vegetation.  We are here 
at the edge of the Wild Horse Desert, and that 
drain water could sustain a nice planter which 
could in turn irrigate some bushes for screen-
ing of the bathrooms.  But, since it’s a good 
idea, it probably won’t happen and someone 
will plant oleanders instead of esperanza.  I can 
dream.

Well folks, it’s been a wild ride on the Island 
lately.  Things picked back up from the break 
and hit full throttle.  Over the next few weeks, 
we will be discussing and prioritizing our proj-
HFWV�IRU�WKH�7,5=����&RPPLWWHH�WKDW�ZLOO�PHHW�
sometime in February.  This is the time where 
we get things in the hopper and down the road.  
Drop me a line at tarponchaser@mail.com and 
we’ll see you here next week On the Rocks!

5HG�LV����LQFKHV����OEV�DQG�6KHHSVKHDG�LV����LQFKHV�����OEV���0RP�DQG�
'DXJKWHU�IURP�0DKRPHW�,O��&KHU\O�0DKDIIH\�DQG�-HQQLIHU�/XJR�

Backwater  Adventures
By Joey  Farah
Farah’s Fishing Adventures

Tides of the Week

Packery Channel Surf Forecast

Every year I hear everyone’s take on how good 
a year it’s been, good or bad for trophy trout, 
and how Mother Nature is ahead or behind her 
normal changes. In reality Ol Mother Nature 
LV�XVXDOO\�ULJKW�RQ�WLPH��(YHU\�\HDU�ÀXFWXDWHV�
by the moon fazes, highs will occur on both 
the full and new moon. Seasonal movements 
RI�JDPH¿VK�DQG�EDLW�WHQG�WR�LJQLWH�DURXQG�
those moon events. Years when we have no 
cold snaps are the exception as there is a lack 
of a period that the bay hits a START OVER 
button.  
This year we are right on time and set in the 
EORFNV�IRU�D�JUHDW�DQG�WLPHO\�¿VKLQJ�VHDVRQ�� 
 
     Every winter cold temperatures push deeper 
and deeper, until we have a cold event that 
chills the water from top to bottom. Suddenly 
WKH�OD\HUV�RI�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ�WKH�ED\V�ÀLS��
with warmer water in the shallows, warmed 
by the sun. This is when groups of mature 
SUHGDWRU\�JDPH¿VK�JURXS�XS�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
manipulate their body temperature by size. 
<RX�FDQ�¿QG�VFKRROV�RI�¿VK�PRYLQJ�IURP�PLG�
depths to shallow soft bottoms as the weather 
DQG�WHPSHUDWXUHV�ÀX[��:DUPLQJ�VXQ�LQ�WKH�
shallows heats up the water, a south east wind 
0D\�PRYH�WKH�ZDWHU�RII�RI�WKH�VKDOORZ�ÀDW�
over a drop off into 3-4ft of water. You will 
¿QG�¿VK�SDWUROOLQJ�WKDW�FKDQJH�LQ�GHSWK�DQG�
FDWFKLQJ�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�ZDUP�ZDWHU��$V�D�WURSK\�
trout hunter timing when those big trout will 
move up from their deeper zones and hunt and 
FKDVH�EDLW�LQ�NQHH�WR�ZDLVW�GHHS�ÀDWV�LV�D�JDPH�
that can result in the largest trophy trout of 
\RXU�FDUHHU��:DGH�¿VKLQJ�LV�RI�FRUVH�WKH�PRVW�
SRSXODU�W\SH�RI�¿VKLQJ�QRZ��EXW�DV�SRSXODU�DV�
LW�LV�ZH�KDYH�FRQGLWLRQHG�¿VK�WR�EH�ZDU\�RI�
parked boats and storm troopers stomping the 
ERWWRP��'ULIW�¿VKLQJ�RXW�RI�D�VKDOORZ�ZDWHU�
boat can help you maintain good form, stealth, 
DQG�SRVLWLRQ�RI�DUHDV�WKDW�ELJ�¿VK�DUH�IHHGLQJ�� 
 
     We will be getting more and more sunny 
days and surely a few cold snaps in between. 
We have seen black drum really group up in 
their winter zones. Areas of bare bottom offer 
up hiding areas for shrimp and crabs to burry 
up in the soft bottoms. The number one winter 
food source for drum is small clams that are 

located in the open water areas. Live shrimp 
rigged on the bottom will entice a drag peeling 
¿JKW��*LDQW�EXOO�GUXP�ZLOO�VWDUW�WR�HQWHU�WKH�
bay in February for their spawn. March will 
be the high point for the drum spawn, then we 
will see it dwindle down as we go into April.  
 
�����7KH�ELJ�GUXP�UXQ�DQG�WKH�ÀXVK�RI�PLJUD-
WRU\�WURXW�LV�WLPHG�SHUIHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�LQÀX[�
RI�EDLW¿VK�RI�DOO�NLQGV�HQWHULQJ�WKH�EDFN�ED\V�
DV�WKH\�DOO�IHHO�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�ZDUP�ZDWHU�FRPH�
from the shallows. Bait of all kinds will be 
ÀRZLQJ�LQ�GXULQJ�ODWH�)HEUXDU\�DQG�RQ��'ULIW�
¿VKLQJ�ZLWK�VRIW�SODVWLFV�ZLOO�SXW�ORWV�RI�DFWLRQ�
LQWR�\RXU�KDQGV�DQG�¿VK�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��/HDUQLQJ�
WR�EH�FRQ¿GHQW�OHDYLQJ�WKH�GRFN�ZLWKRXW�EDLW�
is what I teach every day.  
 
     I had explained to my guests the mid-
morning lunar feeding time and just as we 
approached the magic time the sun rose over 
RXU�EDFNV�DQG�VDQG�SRFNHWV�UHÀHFWHG�WR�XV�WKH�
locations of staging trout. Casts past each one, 
then dropping the bait into the deeper pocket 
WULJJHUHG�D�VLOYHU�ÀDVK�HDFK�WLPH��1XPEHUV�
ran and as we got hotter and hotter the big 
¿VK�EHJDQ�WR�IHHG����´�WURXW�H[SORGHG�RQ�RXU�
baits as they splashed down on the surface. 
:H�ZHUH�UHOHDVLQJ�ELJ�¿VK�DV�IDVW�DV�ZH�FRXOG�
just to get out for another cast. Everyone was 
focused and intent on a trophy of a lifetime. 
Behind me I heard water break, and a giant 
head was breaking water as I turned and watch 
*DUHWW�EHQG�KLV�URG�GRXEOH��7KLV�¿VK�ZDV�
something special and after heart stopping 
jumps and runs the 31” trout came to hand. 
She and all the other players in the symphony 
were there all on time. Year to year I say don’t 
wait for the best time, because it is now. Let’s 
¿QG�\RXU�GD\�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�WR�JHW�\RX�WXQHG�LQ�
DQG�UHDG\�WR�IROORZ�DQG�¿JXUH�RXW�WKH�SLHFHV�
of the puzzle.  
 
$100 off all JANUARY AND FEB WEEK-
DAY BOOKINGS!! 
Learn more, see more, appreciate more and 
FDWFK�PRUH�¿VK�� 
 
Capt Joey Farah on Facebook and Instagram 
361-442-8145

Packery Flats WINTER Clean Up!

It's time for the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries 
Program Packery Flats WINTER Cleanup! 
We will team up with Coastal Bend Bays 
Foundation Adopt-A-Beach Clean Up on 
February 4th and expand the cleanup area to 
LQFOXGH�WLGDO�ÀDWV�DQG�PDUVK�KDELWDWV�DORQJ�
two miles of Highway 361, from the Packery 
Channel bridge to the Kates Hole Access 
Parking Lot. 

Registration will be required. On the day of 
the cleanup, you will drive through to pick up 
a bag of clean up supplies and instructions on 

where to go clean, and where to leave your 
trash. The drive through pick up location will 
be located at the main Packery Flats Parking 
/RW��DERXW���PLOH�QRUWK�RI�=DKQ�5G��RQ�+Z\�
361. Each clean up bag will contain swag for 
everyone registered, as well as litter bags and 
gloves. 

Funding for this event was made possible by a 
grant from the CITGO Caring For Our Coast 
initiative. For more information visit https://
www.cbbep.org/national-estuaries-week/
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Nature Notes

Freemantle

Sedge Wren 
by Taylor Bennett

Here at Gulf Coast Bird Observato-
ry, each year from December 14 through Janu-
ary 5th, staff members participate in several 
Christmas Bird Counts throughout the state 
of Texas. The counts are a way to determine 
wintering population numbers of various spe-
FLHV�ZLWKLQ�D�VSHFL¿F�DUHD��7KH\�DUH�FRQGXFWHG�
nationwide and have grown to include several 
other countries as well. The data collected 
from these counts help biologists and wildlife 
managers determine what conservation efforts 
are needed to protect the habitats of wintering 
and residential bird species. 

This year I participated in the San 
Bernard CBC, Freeport CBC, and Brazoria 
CBC. It was during the San Bernard CBC 
that our education intern, Adam Trujillo, and I 
encountered a rather elusive species, the Sedge 
Wren.

Sedge Wrens are only observed in 
Texas during their winter. They are consid-
ered one of the most nomadic terrestrial birds 
in North America. They have a widespread 
breeding range and are constantly moving 
ZKLFK�PDNHV�WKHP�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VWXG\�DQG�WKHUH-
fore less is known about them. Their popula-
WLRQ�QXPEHUV�DUH�DOVR�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
due to their nomadic behavior.  

Sedge Wrens are smaller than Caro-
lina Wrens. They are round with a brown and 
black body that is streaked with a little bit of 
white and have a buffy white belly. They have 
a pied bill with the upper part being black 
and the lower part being pinkish yellow. They 
have small pink legs and a short stubby barred 
tail which is often held upright. They are 
very similar to the Marsh Wrens, but differs 
in appearance, song, and habitat. The head of 
the Sedge Wren is more streaked, lacks a bold 

white eye stripe, has a shorter bill, and is paler 
than Marsh Wren. 

They also have a different song and 
call. The Sedge Wren male sings 3-4 sharp 
notes, ending with a trill. Both the male and 
female call harsh notes described as being like 
two pebbles tapping together. Marsh Wrens 
sound more musical and garbled. Sedge Wrens 
XVHG�WR�EH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�6KRUW�ELOOHG�0DUVK�
Wrens, but that was changed to Sedge Wren 
due to the habitat it prefers. Sedge Wrens pre-
fer dense patches of sedges and grasses in wet 
PHDGRZV��KD\¿HOGV��DQG�PDUVKHV��6HGJHV�DUH�
solid grasses with triangular stems that grow 
in wet environments. 

Sedge Wrens are ground foragers 
and most of their diet consists of insects. Their 
small bill allows them to quickly snatch up 
food. They feed on ants, beetles, moths, crick-
ets, grasshoppers, spiders and small amounts 
of seed as well. 

The Sedge Wren is currently listed 
as Least Concern, meaning that it is still 
plentiful in the wild. Like most migratory 
songbirds, they are known to migrate at night, 
which makes them prone to tower and build-
ing strikes because of the lights disorienting 
them. One way that people can help Sedge 
Wrens and other migratory species prevent 
this is by participating in Lights Out Texas 
which is a statewide effort to turn out non-
essential lights from 11pm to 6am during peak 
fall migration time which occurs from August 
to November. 

On behalf of Gulf Coast Bird Obser-
vatory, thank you for reading and we wish you 
and your family a happy new year. 

�6HGJH�:UHQ�REVHUYHG�GXULQJ�6DQ�%HUQDUG�&KULVWPDV�%LUG�&RXQW�DW�
1DQQLH�6WULQJIHOORZ�:0$�LQ�%UD]RULD��7;��3LFWXUH�E\�7D\ORU�%HQQHWW

Deadly Deadlines
By Pastor Kris Bair

 I don’t know about you, Mick Jag-
ger, but time is not on my side.  
 No, it’s not!  

Bottom line: I don’t have that much 
“time” left, having “done time” for seven 
decades now!
 Because of that, my personal time 
has become more valuable, and the older I get, 
the less hurry I tolerate.  
 It’s not that I mind deadlines—I just 
have to insist they get on my calendar in a 
timely manner!
 And then not lose my calendar or 
forget to look at it.  Duh.
 My life used to be timed like those 
three-minute drills in typing class:  dinner in 
30, while running baths, folding clothes, listen-
ing to the news, managing to bandage scrapes 
and wipe tears in between.   
 And grading papers after tucking the 
kids in bed.  After which I slept the sleep of the 
dead!  
 Speaking of typing drills, if you 
thought they were fun, you should’ve had Mr. 
Walmer for high school English.  
 In addition to regular writing assign-
ments (essay writing, term papers, essay tests), 
we wrote book reports every nine weeks (two 
every nine weeks for seniors).  
 After reading a book from HIS book 
list (you know, stuff like Moby Dick), we had 
two days to write the reports in class—one for 
D�URXJK�GUDIW��DQG�QH[W�GD\�WKH�¿QDO�
 It was the typing drill multiplied by 
34 (50-minute classes, you know).  
 You learned quickly to have that 
book read WAY ahead of time, and to think 
about what you might write BEFORE you sat 
down at the desk.
 It was a good lesson in working 
XQGHU�SUHVVXUH�DQG�,�ORYHG�DQG�EHQH¿WHG�IURP�
the challenge.

But now I resent that pressure—
mightily, partly because I can’t multitask like I 
once did.  And Covid did a number on that one.
 Some folks talk about Covid fog?  
Mine was pea soup.  I found if I didn’t deeply 
focus on just one thing at a time (like brushing 
my teeth), I couldn’t get anything done—for 
weeks after I tested negative!  
 Yeah.  So I spent a lot of time in bed, 
and don’t remember what I read!
 (Oh, my--you know it’s bad when 
you start writing doggerel!)

 I’ve found, pea soup or not, I need 
more time to process and get away to not think 
about any project I might be doing.
 Oddly enough, that practice is a 
fertile one, albeit costly in terms of time.
 I work for 20-30 minutes on some-
thing, and when I feel like it’s not going well, I 
quit.
 Yep, I’ve learned to be a quitter, 
though not a Pontius Pilate—I wash my hands 
D�ORW��EXW�,�FRPH�EDFN�ODWHU�DQG�¿QLVK�
 I went back to college in my 30’s, 
desperate to graduate quickly.  We couldn’t 
afford for me to waste any time.  
 I managed by taking three classes 
one summer and 18 hours in the fall.
 Those of you who know about 
college hours understand that what I did was 
asking for trouble, especially given that the 
DD (Dubious Daughter) was only about three 
years old at the time.  
 I wrote 29 papers that semester (an 
English major, I had to take Advanced Comp), 
and learned the hard way that I needed to write 
those term papers early and throw them in a 
corner to marinate.
 Several weeks before end-of-semes-
ter deadline, having not worried about whether 
,�ZRXOG�¿QLVK�WKHP�DOO�RQ�WLPH��,�FRXOG�UH�UHDG�
and re-write as necessary.
 It works with term papers, and it 
works with yard work, and it works with laun-
dry, too. 
 As they say in the Hispanic tradition, 
“Mañana!”  It’ll wait for tomorrow. 
 And if tomorrow doesn’t come, it 
won’t matter anyway!
 My young brain is not going to 
“come runnin’ back to me.”  But that doesn’t 
mean I can’t enjoy doing some things well and 
on my own time, if not promptly.  
 Including making deadline for these 
columns!
 If you’re needing some break time 
between or in the midst of projects, we’d love 
to share some with you at Island Presbyterian 
Church, corner of Fortuna Bay and Gypsy.  
Winter worship, nursery provided, is at 10 a.m.
 This Sunday we’ll be marinating in 
the Baptism of the Lord!  
 And don’t forget, we’ll be back on 
the beach for Easter, and then for regular wor-
ship May-October.      

which was a subject of interest to English 
military men.

So in early 1863 Sir Arthur James Lyon Fre-
mantle, then a Lieutenant Colonel a member of 
Her Majesty’s Coldstream Guard set out for a 
look at the Civil War from the Southern side. 
Due to a Union blockade the only entrance to 
the South at the time was through the port of 
Bagdad, Mexico across the river from Browns-
YLOOH��6KLSV�XQGHU�WKH�%ULWLVK�ÀDJ�ZHUH�DOORZHG�
to dock in Mexico and Fremantle arrived on 
the Royal Navy frigate HMS Immortalite in 
April 1863. The Bagdad he found was a city of 
nearly ten thousand people, mostly dock work-
ers, adventurers, fugitives, and sailors. It was 
the chief cotton port for the Confederacy and 
was invaded four times during the Civil War 
years both by American armies and the various 
factions then battling for control of Mexico.  

Crossed the bar in style

Of his entry in Bagdad he wrote: 1st April.-
-Anchored at 8.30 P. M., three miles from the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, or Rio Bravo del 
Norte, which is, I believe, its more correct 
name, in the midst of about seventy merchant 
vessels.

        2d April.--The Texan and I left the 
Immortalité, in her cutter, at 10 A. M., and 
FURVVHG�WKH�EDU�LQ�¿QH�VW\OH��7KH�FXWWHU�ZDV�
steered by Mr. Johnston, the master, and hav-
LQJ�D�IDLU�ZLQG��ZH�SDVVHG�LQ�OLNH�D�ÀDVK�RI�
lightning, and landed at the miserable village 
of Bagdad, on the Mexican bank of the Rio 
Grande.

        The bar was luckily in capital order--3½ 
feet of water, and smooth. It is often impass-
able for ten or twelve days together: the depth 
of water varying from 2 to 5 feet. It is very 
dangerous, from the heavy surf and under-cur-
rent; sharks also abound. Boats are frequently 
capsized in crossing it, and the Orlando lost a 
man on it about a month ago.

        Seventy vessels are constantly at anchor 
outside the bar; their cotton cargoes being 
brought to them, with very great delays by two 
small steamers from Bagdad. These steam-
ers draw only 3 feet of water, and realize an 
HQRUPRXV�SUR¿W��%DJGDG�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�IHZ�
miserable wooden shanties, which have sprung 
into existence since the war began. For an im-
mense distance endless bales of cotton are to 
be seen. We met a skipper who had just run his 
schooner, laden with on the docks cotton, from 
Galveston The cotton had cost 6 cents a pound 
in Galveston, and was worth 36 at Baghad 
where it would be loaded onto English ships 
for transport to the textile mills in England. 

Soon enough he crossed to Brownsville where 
he met a group of Texas cavalrymen, “dressed 
LQ��ÀDQQHO�VKLUWV��YHU\�DQFLHQW�WURXVHUV��MDFN�
boots with enormous spurs, and black felt hats, 
RUQDPHQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
ORQH�VWDU�RI�7H[DV�
��+H�
OLNHG�7H[DV�EXW�GHVFULEHG�LW�DV��WKH�PRVW�ODZ-
OHVV�6WDWH�LQ�WKH�&RQIHGHUDF\���ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�
carried six-shooters, and due to the scarcity 
RI�SRSXODWLRQ��O\QFKLQJ�UHPDLQHG��DOPRVW�D�
QHFHVVLW\��

These cavalrymen had recently made a raid 
LQWR�0H[LFR�DQG�FDSWXUHG�VRPH��UHQDJDGRHV���
which they brought back to Texas where they 
left one man, named Montgomery, on the road 
to Brownsville. A short while later, Fremantle, 
traveling down the same road himself, found 
the unfortunate Montgomery. His arms were 
bound together and a rope still encircled 
WKH�QHFN�RI�KLV�KDOI�EXULHG�FRUSVH���'RJV�RU�
wolves had probably scraped the earth from 
WKH�ERG\��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�ÀHVK�RQ�WKH�ERQHV���
ZURWH�)UHPDQWOH���,�REWDLQHG�WKLV��P\�¿UVW�
experience of Lynch law, within three hours of 
ODQGLQJ�LQ�$PHULFD��

North to the Coastal Bend

In late April Fremantle left Brownville on 
a stagecoach bound for San Antonio which 
traveled up the Cotton Road which hugged 
the coast and crossed the King Ranch and was 
the at the time the main source of revenue for 
the South. (A story for another day). The road 
would have taken him to a point at the back of 
Oso Bay where it split into two directions, one 
heading east the other north to San Antonio. 
He made the journey through the Coastal Bend 
on a stagecoach with 17 Confederate soldiers, 
half of whom had to ride on the roof. Due to 

the top-heaviness of the vehicle, Fremantle 
considered it a miracle that they had avoided a 
�FDSVL]H����+H�ZURWH�WKDW�KH�GDUHG�QRW�VWLFN�KLV�
head out the window for fear of getting a boot 
in the face–or, even worse, receiving a dousing 
from the constant shower of tobacco juice. He 
noted that even Texas women enjoyed tobacco, 
except they preferred snuff-dipping to chew-
ing – a custom that continues today. He was 
surprised to discover that the women put the 
snuff in their mouths instead of taking it up the 
nose, Continental-fashion.

Somewhere along the way Fremantle fell in 
with a mule skinner named Sergeant who it 
was said never opened his mouth without curs-
ing and liked to cool himself by taking off his 
pants.  He found the assistant mule driver even 
more astonishing since his helper was none 
other than a Texas judge and former member 
of the Texas Legislature.

While crossing the Texas desert the English-
man recorded his impression of the taste of 
polecat. After arriving in San Antonio he head-
ed east for Galveston and on his way met Sam 
Houston who he found vain, egotistical, as 
well as bitter and uncouth in his mannerisms. 
He eventually made his way through Louisiana 
and Tennessee and to the Confederate capitol 
at Richmond where he met with Confeder-
ate Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin who 
gave Fremantle an earful about a story in the 
London Times by the man recognized as the 
ZRUOG¶V�¿UVW�:DU�&RUUHVSRQGHQW��:LOOLDP�
Howard, detailing Benjamin’s gambling habits 
before introducing him to President Jeffer-
son Davis with whom he spent an hour. The 
Confederate leaders were anxious to impress 
on Fremantle the need for English intervention 
in the war on the side of the Confederates, a 
move the rebel leaders were convinced would 
mean an immediate end to the war as it would 
end the Union blockade of ports which had 
forced Fremantle to enter the South through 
Mexico.

Watching history from a tree

Fremantle arrived at Gettysburg on June 27 
just as the battle was about to commence. He 
met Lee as well as all of the high ranking Con-
IHGHUDWH�RI¿FHUV��VRPH�RI�ZKRP�ZHUH�7H[DQV�
and told them of his observations through 
Texas on his way east. He climbed a tree on 
three consecutive days to observe the battle 
that marked the high water mark of the Con-
federacy and ended with a Union victory and 
DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�¿JKW�KH�SURYLGHG�D�KLS�ÀDVN�WR�
Confederate Commander James Longstreet as 
the general lamented the day’s disaster.
A week later he set out for New York with a 
ZDUQLQJ�IURP�&RQIHGHUDWH�RI¿FHUV�KH�ZRXOG�
be shot by the Yankees as a spy. “He made his 
way across the lawless areas of Texas,” Long-
street replied, “He can handle the Yankees.”
In New York City he checked into the Fifth 
Avenue Hotel where he found himself smack 
in the middle of draft riots. Upon his return to 
England he wrote a book called Three Months 
in the Southern States which predicted with 
unerring certainty a Confederate victory in the 
Civil War about the time Lee was surrender-
ing at Appomattox. But his diary of his travels 
through the south of Texas provides a unique 
look at the place and time. It is available on 
Amazon and makes for an interesting read.
Dale Rankin   

History cont. from A1
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Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

Dotson’s Note: I hope the report that follows 
will give all you Moon Monkeys the full story 
of a man who was the very best at what he 
GLG��7KDQNV�WR�%LOO�0RUJDQ��7RP�0F1DOO\��
%ULDQ�2¶+DUD��6LGGLG�'H\�3XUND\DVWKD��5RJHU�
*RRGHOO��-LP�3RUWHU�DQG�&KULV�(QJOLVK�IRU�WKH�
facts contained in this report to Bill Morgan 
for the photos.

Football Hall of Fame

Former National Football League referee and 
executive Art McNally had reached the pin-
nacle of his professional life, and received an 
honor only a select few ever attain.
7KH����\HDU�ROG�0F1DOO\�EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�RI-
¿FLDO�WR�EH�LQGXFWHG�LQWR�WKH�3UR�)RRWEDOO�+DOO�
of Fame. He was one of eight in the 2022 HOF 
(Hall Of Fame) class, a list that also included 
former Eagles, St. Louis (now Los Angeles) 
Rams and Kansas City Chiefs head coach Dick 
Vermeil, and former players Tony Boselli, 
Cliff Branch, Leroy Butler, Sam Mills, Richard 
Seymour and Bryant Young.
McNally’s son-in-law Brian O’Hara of 
Burlington, N.J., said the family was hoping 
McNally could attend the August 6th 2022, 
induction ceremony in Canton, Ohio.  At the 
time, it was doubtful because of McNally’s 
health issues that also no longer allowed him 
to do interviews. “If he can make it, he will be 
introduced by his grandson and my son, Con-
nor,” said O’Hara, the husband of McNally’s 
oldest daughter Rita, who died in 2017.
O’Hara said McNally’s surviving three 
children and everyone else in the family is im-
mensely proud of their patriarch and his Hall 
of Fame honor. “I never thought they would 
SXW�DQ�RI¿FLDO�LQ�´�2¶+DUD�VDLG���$OWKRXJK�$UW�
was unable to attend the induction, thankfully, 
he was very aware of the honor he received.
McNally, a World War II veteran who lived in 
/RZHU�0DNH¿HOG��3$��ZLWK�KLV�VHFRQG�ZLIH�
6KDURQ��KLV�¿UVW�ZLIH�5LWD�GLHG�LQ��������+H�
ZDV�DQ�1)/�¿HOG�MXGJH�DQG�UHIHUHH�IURP������
to 1967, while also working as a high school 
teacher.
In 1968, McNally accepted the full-time 
executive position of NFL Supervisor of Of-
¿FLDOV��:KLOH�VHUYLQJ�LQ�WKDW�UROH��KH�LV�FUHGLWHG�
ZLWK�EULQJLQJ�DERXW�WKH�¿UVW�IRUPDO�WUDLQLQJ�
DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�SURJUDP�IRU�1)/�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�
re-introducing the replay system to the league. 
McNally retired in 1991 but came back in 1995 
WR�VHUYH�DV�$VVLVWDQW�6XSHUYLVRU�RI�2I¿FLDOV��D�
position he held until 2007.
In 2002, then NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue created the Art McNally Award 
WR�KRQRU�OHDJXH�JDPH�RI¿FLDOV�ZKR�H[KLELW�
“exemplary professionalism, leadership and 
commitment to sportsmanship” on and off the 
¿HOG��³+H�ZDV�DOVR�NH\�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�LPSOH-
ment and enforce, at the direction of the NFL 
Competition Committee, rules changes that 
favored offenses and increasing scoring,” said 
O’Hara, who feels that his father-in-law was 
probably inducted more for his work as an 
H[HFXWLYH�WKDQ�D�JDPH�RI¿FLDO��WKRXJK�2¶+DUD�
added he was great at both. “He didn’t want 
the limelight,” O’Hara noted. “He always said 
WKDW�LI�QR�RQH�QRWLFHV�WKH�RI¿FLDOV��WKHQ�WKH\¶UH�
doing a good job and that’s best. He always 
had a passion for football, but his religion and 
the fact he’s a Marine are very high on his list 
too.”  
“He was always great at following the rules,” 
O’Hara said. “When he drove, he would get it 
to 55, but no faster, and I think following the 
rules like that was part of what made him such 
D�JUHDW�RI¿FLDO�´�

Which Eye
By Andy Purvis

My Friend Art MacNally

Sports

Art McNally Died January 1st, 2023

 $UW�0F1DOO\��WKH�¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�1)/�RI¿FLDO��WR�
be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, 
died at 97. His son, Tom McNally, informed 
the media that the former NFL referee died due 
to natural causes at a hospital near his home-
town in Newtown, Pennsylvania.

7KH�IRUPHU�1)/�RI¿FLDO�ZLOO�EH�EHVW�UHPHP-
bered for his immense contribution to modern-
izing American football. He brought several 
QHZ�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�RI¿FLDWLQJ�RI�WKH�JDPHV�ZH�
QRZ�VHH��0F1DOO\�ZDV�DQ�RQ�¿HOG�RI¿FLDO�IRU�
almost half a century and was inducted into the 
+DOO�RI�)DPH�OHVV�WKDQ�¿YH�PRQWKV�EHIRUH�KLV�
death.
McNally’s legacy in the NFL will forever 
be etched in the history books for his work 
in Instant Replay and many changes in the 
RI¿FLDWLRQ�RI�)RRWEDOO�JDPHV��7KH�1)/�FRP-
munity is deeply saddened by his demise and 
poured in their love and condolences for the 
bereaved family.
Art McNally’s legacy shaped the future of the 
current and upcoming NFL games. He was 
born in Philadelphia on July 1, 1925. A Temple 
graduate, he was also a World War II veteran, 
serving in the US Marine Corps. This is where 
KH�¿UVW�JRW�KLV�¿UVW�VWLQW�LQ�UHIHUHHLQJ�DV�KH�
RI¿FLDWHG�D�JDPH�DPRQJVW�VHUYLFH�SHUVRQQHO��
At that time, he was chosen for this role, as he 
was deemed a man with the most integrity to 
do justice to this job.

Jim Porter, president of the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, said:  “To see Art’s decades of service 
recognized with his enshrinement as part of the 
Class of 2022 was a special moment for the 
Hall. His legacy as a strong leader who helped 
XVKHU�LQ�WKH�DGYDQFHG�WUDLQLQJ�RI�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�
the technology necessary to keep up with a 
faster and more complicated game will be 
preserved forever in Canton.”

Commissioner of the NFL, Roger Goodell, has 
also expressed his grief for McNally’s pass-
ing, saying, ³$UW�0F1DOO\�ZDV�DQ�H[WUDRUGL�
nary man, the epitome of integrity and class. 
7KURXJKRXW�KLV�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�FDUHHU��KH�HDUQHG�
the eternal respect of the entire football com�
PXQLW\��)LWWLQJO\��KH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�JDPH�RI¿FLDO�
HQVKULQHG�LQ�WKH�3UR�)RRWEDOO�+DOO�RI�)DPH�LQ�
Canton, Ohio. But more importantly, he was a 
+DOO�RI�)DPH�SHUVRQ�LQ�DEVROXWHO\�HYHU\�ZD\�´

McNally also promoted Johnny Grier, the 
¿UVW�%ODFN�RI¿FLDO��WR�WKH�UHIHUHH�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�
1988. McNally’s impact on the league and the 
football game can be seen forever immortal-
L]HG�ZLWK�WKH�RI¿FLDWLQJ�FRPPDQG�FHQWHU�DW�
the NFL headquarters renamed ‘Art McNally 
Game Day Central’.
Indeed, fans and players will forever feel his 
impact and presence in NFL games owing to 
his immaculate legacy.

Art MacNally & Red Cashion
'RWVRQ¶V�2WKHU�1RWH��7KHUH�\RX�KDYH�LW��0\�
friend Art MacNally was the best football of�
¿FLDO�WKDW�HYHU�³ZRUNHG´�D�JDPH��,�DP�KDSS\�
I was able to speak to him the day before he 
ZDV�LQGXFWHG�LQWR�WKH�+DOO�EHFDXVH�IROORZLQJ�
that he didn’t take many calls as his health 
was failing.�+H�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�EDVNHW�
EDOO��EDVHEDOO�DQG�VRIWEDOO�RI¿FLDO��+H�ZLOO�EH�
PLVVHG��&RPPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�6SRUWV�7DON�DUH�
ZHOFRPH��VHQG�WR�GOHZLV�#VW[�UU�FRP�RU�WKH�
HGLWRU�RI�7KH�,VODQG�0RRQ�

I’m looking forward to the NCAA 
National Championship Game tonight.  If 
Georgia and TCU give us a game like they 
did against Ohio State and Michigan a couple 
of weeks ago, it should be exciting.   "e last 
time TCU won a National Championship was 
in 1938.  A kid by the name of Davey O’Brien 
was their starting quarterback.  Not only did 
O’Brien win the Heisman Trophy in 1938, 
but he also won the Maxwell Award.  He was 
dra%ed by the Philadelphia Eagles in the #rst 
round the following year.  Of course the Davey 
O’Brien Award is now named a%er him and is 
given to the best college quarterback in college.  

Before then, a fellow named Sammy 
Baugh quarterbacked the Horned Frogs and 
was chosen a two-time All-American.  "ese 
were exciting time for TCU and the city of 
Fort Worth, Texas.  Baugh was dra%ed by 
the Washington Redskins.  "e following is a 
story about Sammy Baugh.  In 1937, during 
quarterback Sammy Baugh’s very #rst practice 
as a Washington Redskin; he was questioned 
by Head Coach Ray Flaherty about throwing 
the football.  Flaherty said, “"ey tell me 
you’re quite a passer,” and Baugh responded, “I 
reckon I can throw a little.”  Flaherty then took 
him aside and explained his philosophy about 
putting the ball in the air.  “"e forward pass is 
only used as a desperation play, when the team 
is way behind in points,” said Flaherty.  Coaches 
at that time believed that when you passed, only 
three things could happen and two of them 
were bad.  "e good would be a completion and 
the two bad things would be an incomplete pass 
resulting in a loss of down and the other an 
interception by the defense.  “Passing requires 
uncanny accuracy,” said Flaherty, shaking his 
head side to side.  Just then, as Redskin receiver 
Wayne Millner began to run a buttonhook pass 

6DPP\�%DXJK

By Dotson Lewis

pattern, Flaherty said, “You must be able to hit 
that receiver in the eye.”  Sammy Baugh then 
raised his arm to throw and asked Flaherty, 
“Which Eye?”  In 1937, Sammy Baugh would 
put the entire league on notice with his very 
#rst play from scrimmage, as he dropped back 
into his own end zone and connected on a 42-
yard pass to Cli$ Battles.  In his #rst season, 
Baugh not only led the league in passing, but 
also led the Redskins’ franchise to their very 
#rst NFL Championship.  

        Andy Purvis
www.purvisbooks.com

 Lawmakers returned to Austin on 
Tuesday just one day after the state's chief 
¿QDQFLDO�RI¿FHU�XQYHLOHG�KLV�PRVW�RSWLPLVWLF�
revenue estimate to date.  This key number sets 
a limit on how much budget writers can spend 
on state services as outlays cannot exceed 
revenue.  This session's is the biggest ever.  
State Comptroller Glen Hegar increased his 
July estimate upwards by billions, projecting 
$32 billion left in the state treasury when the 
current biennium ends in September.   When 
added to expected state income, Hegar told 
lawmakers that they will have more than $188 
billion in state general revenue to work with as 
they craft the budget for the 2024-2025 bien-
nium.   That number far exceeds last session's 
initial revenue estimate of $119 billion.    

 Hegar said the state has bounced 
EDFN�IURP�WKH�SDQGHPLF�LQ�D�ELJ�ZD\���:KDW�D�
WZR�\HDUV�LW�KDV�EHHQ���KH�VDLG���7KH�GLVUXSWLRQ�
of the pandemic gave way to vigorous eco-
nomic growth that kept our state in a national 
leadership role, helped drive record revenue 
collections, provided an astonishing cash 
EDODQFH��DQG�OHIW�XV�SRLVHG�WR�¿OO�7H[DV
�UDLQ\�
GD\�IXQG�WR�WKH�EULP�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�
WKDW�IXQG�ZDV�FUHDWHG����\HDUV�DJR����+HJDU�
credited Texas' business-friendly economic 
policies and conservative budgeting philoso-
phy.  Increases in energy prices contributed 
greatly to revenue in the oil and gas sector, but 
dampened growth in other economic sectors.  
:KLOH�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWHV�RI�LQÀDWLRQ�LQ�GHFDGHV�
stung consumers' wallets, it also increased state 
tax revenue by 26 percent, doubling the previ-
ous record increase of 13 percent.  

 While recent economic trends show 
LQÀDWLRQ�UDWHV�QRUPDOL]LQJ��+HJDU�VDLG�LW�ZDV�
still putting downward pressure on Texas 
EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�WR�DGG�WR�WKDW��KLV�RI¿FH�LV�
predicting a minor economic downturn for the 
VWDWH�HFRQRP\�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU����:H�H[SHFW�
D�PLOG�UHFHVVLRQ���KH�VDLG����7KH�H[SHFWHG�
downturn for Texas is relatively shallow and 
VKRUW��EXW�LW�ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�7H[DQV
�OLYHV�HDVLHU����
Additionally, the Legislature will still have to 
pass a supplemental budget to true up accounts 
from the current biennium, which could eat 
into the projected surplus. 

88TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION OPENS WITH 
RECORD SURPLUS, REVENUE PROJECTIONS

 The January numbers are a strong 
upward revision from Hegar's July 2022 
estimate of $27 billion.  It was under these 
still-robust numbers that Lt. Governor Dan 
Patrick was operating when he laid out his 
top priorities for the upcoming session at a 
SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�1RYHPEHU����:H�KDYH�
an extraordinary opportunity unlike we have 
ever had before to chart the future of the state 
RI�7H[DV���KH�VDLG���1XPEHU�RQH�RQ�KLV�OLVW�
was property tax relief.  He said he would 
like to see another increase in the amount 
homeowners are able to write off the top of 
their property tax valuation but wants to see 
D�EURDGHU�SODQ�IURP�OHJLVODWRUV����:H�QHHG�WR�
do more than just the homestead exemption, 
whether that's a one-time dividend paid to tax 
SD\HUV���WKDW
V�D�OLWWOH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GR�FRQVWL-
tutionally - but we need a robust property 
WD[�FXW�IRU�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�VWDWH����3DWULFN�
said he'd also like to see an increase in the 
exemption for personal property for small 
businesses.  

 Other priorities highlighted by 
the Lt. Governor included more money for 
sheriffs in rural counties, ensuring the reli-
ability of the state power grid by increasing 
the number of natural gas plants in Texas, 
and continued funding for border security.  
Patrick also wants legislation to raise the cap 
RQ�WKH�VWDWH
V�HPHUJHQF\��UDLQ\�GD\��IXQG��
which Hegar predicts will reach its statutory 
limit in just two  years.  

 Despite the record-breaking 
surplus and revenue numbers , Patrick told 
reporters the Legislature would continue its 
long-time conservative philosophy on state 
VSHQGLQJ�����,W�PD\�QRW�EH�WKH�ODUJHVW�VXUSOXV�
ever, I think California had a larger one, but 
they weren't very smart. They spent all the 
PRQH\�DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�HQGHG�XS�LQ�D�ELJ�KROH���
VDLG�3DWULFN����:H
UH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VPDUW���$V�
Governor Rick Perry used to say: 'You don't 
VSHQG�DOO�RI�WKH�PRQH\
�����

 The Senate will reconvene Wednes-
day, January 11th, at 11 a.m.

Texas Drilling Permit and 
Completion Statistics for 

December 2022
The Railroad Commission of Texas issued a total of 869 original drilling permits in December 
2022 compared to 842 in December 2021. The December 2022 total includes 797 permits to 
drill new oil or gas wells, four to re-enter plugged wellbores and 45 for re-completions of exist-
ing wellbores.

The breakdown of well types for original drilling permits in December 2022 is 161 oil, 71 gas, 
598 oil or gas, 27 injection and 12 other permits. In December 2022, Commission staff pro-
cessed 815 oil, 167 gas and 231 injection completions for new drills, re-entries and re-comple-
tions, compared to 605 oil, 99 gas and 211 injection completions in December 2021.

Total well completions processed for 2022 for new drills, re-entries and re-completions are 
13,415 compared to 9,269 recorded in 2021.
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:H�MXVW�UHWXUQHG�IURP�D�IXQ�ZHHN�LQ�2UODQGR�DW�6XUI�([SR�ZLWK�7XOD�
%OXH��3LFWXUHG�KHUH�ZLWK�WKH�,VODQG�0RRQ��$VKOH\�$QGHUVRQ��+HDWKHU�

6WULQJHU�	�&KULVWLQH�.UHOO
6XH�:LVKHU�ZDV�LQ�&RU\GRQ��,QGLDQD�

over the holidays.

-D\�DQG�6KDQQRQ�&DQWUHOO�WRRN�WKH�
Island Moon to the Mayan ruins in 

7XOXP��0H[LFR��
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New Homes Available  
by Steve’s Homes 

�

 

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?  
�

%HORZ�DUH�VRPH�RI�RXU�DYDLODEOH�UHQWDOV��

�

 
Let Steve¶s Homes build your Custom Dream Home on your lot! �

Steve’s Homes 

Call Cindy Molnar 549-5557 

16018 Treebine Dr. 
������

$545,000�

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557 

1806 Hosea Ct. /RFDWHG� LQ�)ORXU�
%OXII� &RUQHUVWRQH� VXEGLYLVLRQ�� ��
EHGURRPV�� �� EDWKV�� �� FDU� JDUDJH�
������VT��IW� $389,900 &DOO��
Madeline Casey DW� 361-443-

15982 Punta Espada Loop 
������

$519,900�

13833 Hawksnest Bay Dr.  
�������

$567,900 

14721 Whitecap Blvd #363   �
)XOO\� IXUQLVKHG� �� EHGURRP�� �� EDWK�
URRP�FRQGR��UHFHQWO\�XSGDWHG��*UHDW�
ORFDWLRQ�QHDU�WKH�EHDFK�� $299,900 
&DOO Randy Corpuz  DW�361-765-
9914 

13801 Captains Row �([FHSWLRQDO��
�FXVWRP�KRPH�����
�FDQDO�IURQW�DW�
� ILQJHUWLS� RI� JDWHG� VW�� HOHYDWRU��
SRRO��� OLIWV�� VXQVHW� RYHU� ,&:�
$1,999,900��&DOO�Pam Morgan DW 
361-215-8116 

13842 Captain Kidd %HDXWLIXO�
������ KRXVH� EXLOW� E\� 'DQLHO� +RPHV�
RQ�VSDFLRXV��FRUQHU� ORW��2IIHUV�VWDLQ�
OHVV� VWHDO� DSSOLDQFHV�� TXDUW]� FRXQWHU�
WRSV� DQG� LV� WLOHG� WKURXJKRXW�� &DOO�
Charlie Knoll DW�361-443-2499�

350 Peerman Place - 3UHVWLJLRXV�
/DPDU� 3DUN� KRPH� Z��� EHGURRP�� ��
EDWK����FDU�VLGH�ZUDS�JDUDJH���������
VI�IW�FRUQHU�ORW��$650,000 
 &DOO�Carrie Downs–�Kelley  
DW 361-949-5200�

14918 Island Village Dr. )XOO\�
)XUQLVKHG� �� EHGURRP� �� EDWKURRP�
XQLW� �� WZR� SRROV� RQ� VLWH� YHU\� FORVH��
WKH��EHDFK��$454,900 &DOO�Charlie 
Knoll DW�361-443-2499. �

15330 Dasmarinas Dr. �� EHG���
EDWK�GHOLJKWIXO�ZDWHUIURQW�KRPH��%RDW�
OLIW�DQG�VSDFLRXV�GHFN�ZLWK�EUHDWKWDN�
LQJ�YLHZV��$564,900 &DOO�Kim  
Mogford DW�361-434-8522 

15325 Cruiser Unit A & B 
��������HDFK�VLGH�

$2,250/month each side�

13829 Laffite Dr. 
������)XUQLVKHG�ZLWK�3RRO�

$4,000/month 

13845 Hawksnest Bay —������
ZLWK� D� SRRO� ������ VT� IW��*UHDW� ORFD�
WLRQ� FORVH� WR� WKH� EHDFK�� VFKRROV��
SDUN�  $594,999 &DOO�Kellye Pena 
DW�361-522-0292 

14041 Coquina Bay Ave 
0/6�������� �������� ����VTIW��
:DWHU�YLHZV�DQG�/DUJH�EDFN\DUG�IRU�
SRRO�� $489,900 &DOO� Randy 
Corpuz DW�361-765-9914 

14149 La Blanquilla Dr.  ��6SDFLRXV�
������ZLWK�������VT��IW��RI�OLYLQJ�DUHD��
1HZ��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�KRPH�ZLWK�VWDLQOHVV�
VWHHO� DSSOLDQFHV�� WLOHV� IORRUV�	�PDVWHU�
VXLWH� ZLWK� VSD� OLNH� EDWKURRP��
$630,714 &DOO�Charlie Knoll DW��
361-443-2499�

13957 Ports O Call Dr ������6T�)W�
ORW� FORVH� WR�QXPHURXV�ERDW� UDPSV� ��
UHVWDXUDQWV� DQG� WKH� EHDFK�� &DOO�
Charlie Knoll DW�361-443-2499�

KƵƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗�
x�  Tenant Qualifying  
x� �ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ZĞŶƚƐ 

x� �ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ZĞƉĂŝƌƐ�Θ�DĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ 
x� WƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�/ƚĞŵŝǌĞĚ�DŽŶƚŚůǇ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ� 

x� DĂƌŬĞƟŶŐͬ�ĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ 

225 Thelma Dr� �� �� EHGURRP�� ��
EDWK� ZDWHUIURQW� SURSHUW\� ORFDWHG� LQ�
)ORXU�%OXII�/DJXQD�0DGUH�&RYH��
6XEGLYLVLRQ��%RDW�OLIW�ZLWK�ODUJH�GHFN�
DQG� FRYHUHG� SDWLR�� $625,000 &DOO�
Christy Zamora�DW�619-315-5195�

14300 Aloha #136- 
������ VXSHU� FXWH� IXUQLVKHG� FRQGR�
ZLWK� D� JRUJHRXV� ZDWHU� YLHZ�� Call 
Kellye Pena DW 361-522-0292.�

15406 Fortuna Bay #2902 
������:DWHUIURQW�
$1,750/month�

WƌŝĐĞ�ZĞĚƵĐĞĚ͊� KƉĞŶ�,ŽƵƐĞ�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ�ϭͲϰ�Ɖŵ�

15425 Fortuna Bay #306 
����:DWHUIURQW�

$1,250/month�

 13945 Lanyard 
������

$2,400/month�

15426 Grass Cay A  
����:DWHUIURQW�

$1,800/month�

^ĂůĞ�WĞŶĚŝŶŐ͊�

^ĂůĞ�WĞŶĚŝŶŐ͊�
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Blow sand is a constant concern for residents around the 
Whitecap Development Project. Photo John Hale

By  Erin AndersonEvelyn Pless-Schuberth

Evelyn Pless-Schuberth

Whooping Cranes at Charlie's Pasture in Port A 
1-7-23. Photo by Ronnie Narmour

Evelyn Pless-Schuberth

The beach at PINS this week.

Work continues on the south retaining 
wall on the water exchange bridge
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PIPOA News by Marvin Jones, President

As always, let me have your thoughts.  You 
can reach me at marvin@pipoa.net or call me 
at 469-231-3485.  You can also call the Padre 
Isles Property Owners Association (PIPOA) 
RI¿FH�ZLWK�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�\RX�KDYH�DW�����
949-7025.

Island Strategic Action Committee (ISAC)- 
On Tuesday, January 10, I attended the 
monthly ISAC meeting.  I routinely attend 
ISAC meetings to stay informed about City 
policies and procedures.  Wow!  This meet-
ing was attended by more people than I have 
ever seen before.  There was a large contin-
gent of people speaking to the committee and 
promoting their cause for the installation of 
pickleball courts on the Island.  In particular, 
the group was interested in the proposed 
upgrades to Commodores Park.  The group 
UHTXHVWV�WKDW�WKH�&LW\�LQVWDOO�VHYHUDO�SLFN-
leball courts at Commodores Park.  Other 
groups were there to promote their particular 
interests, such as a tennis court, dog park, 
swimming pool, and community center.  

Corpus Christi City Parks Assistant Direc-
tor Kevin Johnson gave a presentation at 
the meeting.  He stated that all amenities for 
Commodores Park would be under consid-
eration.  He went on to say that there will be 
community outreach in that a survey will be 
conducted and town halls held to learn what 
the community wants in the park.  

In addition, there was a group of Commo-
dores Park area residents that voiced their 
opposition to upgrading the park.  Their 
FRQFHUQV�LQYROYH�WUDI¿F��QRLVH��FULPH��DQG�
neighborhood disruption.  

The City has allocated One Million Dollars 
to study the possibilities for Commodores 
Park.  A consultant will be hired to assist in 
this effort.  

Dog Park- It was announced at the ISAC 
meeting that the City had signed a lease for 
the dog park property with a new group to 
manage and maintain the dog park at the 
Whitecap water treatment plant.  Stay tuned.  
There will be more news on the dog park.   

Full Transparency and Disclosure

Bond Money- The ISAC committee chair-
man, Jay Gardner, continues to push the City 
to use the 2018 bond money (unspent) for its 
original purpose for improvements under and 
around the Causeway bridge.  Unfortunately, 
this issue is a bit of a mystery in that the 
City does not seem to have a response to the 
completion of construction projects the bond 
money was intended for.  

Recent Freeze- The recent cold snap caused 
D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�GHDG�¿VK�LQ�WKH�FDQDOV���$V�
a result, the PIPOA contracted with a vendor 
WR�VFRRS�XS�DV�PDQ\�GHDG�¿VK�DV�SRVVLEOH���
Fortunately, the freeze caused a relatively 
VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�GHDG�¿VK���%\�DOO�DFFRXQWV��
WKH�GHDG�¿VK�GLVDSSHDUHG�LQWR�WKH�FDQDOV���

Towing- Last week, two vehicles and two 
trailers were towed from the boat ramp park-
ing lots.  The new sticker and towing policy 
will be taking effect in the near future.  The 
boat ramp parking lots are for the use of 
members only.  The new sticker program is 
designed to identify members of the PIPOA 
YLD�YHUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�SURSHUW\�RZQHUVKLS���7KXV��
prohibiting non-members from using the 
parking lots.  The PIPOA does allow non-
members to launch and recover boats at the 
boat ramps.  However, non-members must 
park on the street or elsewhere.  Thus, saving 
parking spaces for members.  Your coopera-
tion is appreciated.   

Common Area Maintenance Fees (CAM 
Fees)- The 2023 invoices have been mailed 
to members.  Please pay your fees promptly.  
Thank you for your cooperation.

The next PIPOA Board meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, January 31, 2023, at 5:30 PM 
at the Padre Island Baptist Church located 
across from Whataburger.                  

 Marvin Jones, PIPOA President     

News you can Use

In Consideration of Delicacies
By Chris Jordan

Why are things considered a delicacy? If it is 
considered a delicacy, then it IS a delicacy, 
dammit. I never understood this subtle 
malignment of special foods.

Delicacy is just the noun form of the adjective 
delicate��VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�¿QH�LQ�WH[WXUH�DQG�
structure; fragile. So what is a delicacy in 
practical terms? Well, turns-out if we’re talking 
about food, it seems there must be at least a 
little ick factor. Think bird’s nest soup or deep-
fried scorpions. Enumerable odd foodstuffs 
are delicacies around the globe but let’s take a 
look at some you could try right here in South 
Texas.

Oysters on the Half Shell don’t seem all that 
exotic from where I’m sittin’ here in beautiful 
downtown Port Aransas, but it really is if you 
think about it: we pluck a mollusk from the 
sea, crack it open, and eat its slimy little corpus 
while it’s still alive. Yum. There are about a 
dozen species of eatin’ oysters worldwide, 
RQO\�¿YH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�FRPPRQ�KHUH�LQ�7KH�
States. Even within one species, the various 
waters they grow in can produce different 
ÀDYRU�SUR¿OHV��3DFL¿F�R\VWHUV�DUH�JLDQW�DQG�
mild, kumamotos are tiny and salty. Oysters 
from the Chesapeake Bay and Crab Slough, 
North Carolina are likely to deliver a delicacy 
within a delicacy: the tiny oyster crab. If I had 
to eat only Gulf oysters for the rest of my life, 
you’d get no complaint from me. They are 
my favorite. But there are soooo many other 
oysters out there and I’ve been lucky enough 
WR�WDVWH�TXLWH�D�IHZ�RI�WKHP��,�VD\�WU\�HYHU\�
oyster that is ever offered.

Roe�LV�D�EXQFK�RI�HJJV�IURP�D�¿VK�RU�VKHOO¿VK��
Caviar is the roe from any number of different 
types of sturgeon. If it didn’t come from a 
sturgeon, it’s not caviar, it’s just roe. There 
are half a dozen types of caviar available here 
in the US, and probably more internationally. 
Beluga caviar is the most prized and — no 
— it doesn’t come from a whale. Traditional 
caviar service is fun! The caviar itself is served 
in an itty-bitty bowl set in a bed of shaved ice 
with a fancy micro spoon. Accoutrements may 
include minced shallot or red onion, capers, 
FUHPH�IUDLFKH��OHPRQ��¿QHO\�FKRSSHG�KDUG�
cooked egg (the yolk and white, separate) 
and mild crackers or blinis (tiny Russian 
pancakes). And of course, Champagne. When 
it comes to roe, we eat the eggs of innumerable 
sea-faring critters. You don’t have to go any 
further than your favorite sushi joint for a 
WULR�RI�¿VK�URH��WRELNR��À\LQJ�¿VK���PDVDJR�
(smelt), and ikura (salmon). We eat the eggs of 
WRR�PDQ\�¿VK�WR�OLVW��EXW�DOVR�URH�IURP�VTXLG��
FXWWOH¿VK��DQG�VQDLOV��<RXUV�WUXO\�KDV�HYHQ�
sampled crab roe. Salmon roe is one of my 
favorites too, but take it from me: if your ice 
¿VKLQJ�EDLW�LV�MDUUHG�VDOPRQ�URH�ODEHOHG�³QRW�
for human consumption”, heed that warning.

Eggs DUH�VR�XELTXLWRXV�LQ�RXU�GLHW��LW¶V�HDV\�WR�
forget they are the giant single reproductive 
cell of a chicken. That’s right, one of these 

delicious ova pops out of a good hen every 
single day. If you’re counting chromosomes 
instead of calories, an egg is chicken lite. 
Yummy. I’m particularly fond of fresh duck 
eggs though I don’t have a source for them 
ULJKW�QRZ��,�GR�KDYH�D�GR]HQ�IUHVK�TXDLO�HJJV�
in the fridge right now. I’ve been wanting to 
make bacon and eggs with them but I’m still 
looking for a pot-bellied pig for that endeavor. 
Salted duck eggs are preserved in brine or 
salty charcoal and otherwise fresh-ish and 
usually eaten hard-boiled. The blackened, 
gelatinous century egg is preserved in an 
alkaline paste where it cures for weeks or 
months. I’ve seen both at Hong Kong Market 
LQ�&RUSXV�&KULVWL��<RX�FDQ�JHW�TXDLO�HJJV�DW�
Asian Market in Corpus Christi. Although 
\RX¶G�KDYH�WR�WUDYHO�WR�+RXVWRQ�WR�¿QG�LW��WKH�
ultimate egg-based delicacy is balut which 
— upon cracking open — reveals a partially 
developed chicken fetus.

Beef tongue is something you’re probably 
TXLWH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�LI�\RX¶UH�*HUPDQ�RU�
Mexican. The German tradition is something 
akin to how corned beef is prepared: boiled 
with spices. Sometimes a tongue might be 
braised if the goal is a little more lofty. Tangy 
sauces are the norm including mustard, 
horseradish, and various wine or vinegar 
reductions.Traditional Mexican preparations 
include either boiling or pressure cooking the 
WRQJXH�DQG�WKHQ�¿QLVKLQJ�VOLFHV�RQ�WKH�JULOO��
You can get tongue right here in Port Aransas 
at Cancun Grill & Cantina. Ask for a torta de 
lengua and you will be served beef tongue on 
a French loaf with lettuce, tomato, avocado, 
and sour cream. I recommend adding slices 
of pickled jalapeño and enjoying it with a 
Modelo Negra and lime.

Frog legs�¿UVW�ODQGHG�RQ�P\�SODWH�DW�/DQGR¶V�
in Ciudad Acuña when I was a kid in the 70s. 
These cuisses de grenouille were prepared 
LQ�WKH�)UHQFK�WUDGLWLRQ��GXVWHG�ZLWK�ÀRXU�DQG�
sauteed in butter with garlic, salt, and pepper. 
,�WKLQN�WKH\�FDPH�ZLWK�D�¿OHW�PLJQRQ��0\�GDG�
would let me play grown-up and drink beer, 
too. Dad got a little carried away with the 
adult theme on this particular occasion and 
tried to take me to boys town. My protests 
were ignored until I transubstantiated the 
power of the bullfrog and jumped out of our 
moving sedan. You can get frog legs at Paul’s 
Seafood in Port Aransas or Flour Bluff.

Uni�LV�RIWHQ�PLVLGHQWL¿HG�DV�WKH�URH�RI�WKH�VHD�
urchin. It is not. It is the reproductive organ. 
7KHUH�DUH�¿YH�OLWWOH�VWULSV�RI�RUDQJH�VSRQJ\�
heaven in each urchin. It’s not for everyone: 
it took me several tries at Origami Japanese 
Restaurant in Corpus Christi before I wasn’t 
grossed-out. What’s it taste like? Sex. Don’t 
eat it with rice, don’t put it on a cracker, and 
please don't drizzle any sauce on it — just put 
that creepy clump of gonad in your mouth and 
swish it around. You’ll be in good company: 
ELUGV��RWWHUV��VWDU¿VK��FRG�DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQDO�
fox eat them too.

2023 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - City Holiday Schedule

0DQ\�&LW\�RI�&RUSXV�&KULVWL�RI¿FHV�ZLOO�EH�FORVHG�0RQGD\��-DQXDU\�����������LQ�REVHUYDQFH�RI�
the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.

+HUH¶V�D�OLVW�RI�&LW\�RI¿FH�FORVLQJV�DQG�VFKHGXOHV�
Emergency and essential City services such as Police, Fire, and the Airport will remain open and 

maintain normal operations.
311 City Call Center will be Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
Public Health-COVID-19:
• The Corpus Christi-Nueces County Public Health District will be Closed Monday, 

January 16, 2023. No COVID-19 testing will be performed this week. COVID-19 testing will 
resume on Monday, January 23
• The COVID-19 vaccination clinic at La Palmera Mail will be Open from 10:00 am. to 

8:00 p.m.
8WLOLWLHV�%XVLQHVV�2I¿FH�ZLOO�EH�&ORVHG�0RQGD\��-DQXDU\�����������KRZHYHU��FXVWRPHUV�PD\�

make utility bill payments:
Municipal Court will be Closed Monday, January 16, 2023; however, customers may make 
SD\PHQWV�DQG�UHTXHVW�'HIHQVLYH�'ULYLQJ�
Solid Waste Operations:
• Garbage & Recycling: There will be No collection on Monday, January 16, 2023
• The Alternate Collection Date for Monday customers will be before the holiday on 

Saturday, January 14, 2023
• Brush & Bulky items: No collection Monday, January 16, 2023
• J.C. Elliott Collection Center & Transfer Station: Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
�� &HIH�9DOHQ]XHOD�/DQG¿OO��2SHQ�0RQGD\��-DQXDU\�����������IURP������D�P��WR������S�P�
Animal Care Services: Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
Code Enforcement: Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
Development Services: Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
Libraries: All Public Libraries will be Closed on Monday, January 16, 2023
Parks and Recreation: 
• Lozano Golf Center and Oso Golf Course: 
o Open Monday, January 16, 2023
• H-E-B Tennis Center: 
o Open Monday, January 16, 2023
• Al Kruse Tennis Center: 
o Open Monday, January 16, 2023
• Collier Pool and Corpus Christi Natatorium: 
o Open Monday, January 16, 2023
• Oso Bay Wetlands Preserve & Learning Center: 
o Walking trails and playground Open daily, from dawn to dusk.
o Learning Center: Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
• Corpus Christi Gym and Ben Garza Gym: 
o Open Monday, January 16, 2023, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for City Winter Youth 

Basketball League participants Only
�� $IWHU�+RXU�.LG�3RZHU�3URJUDP�2I¿FH��
o Closed Monday, January 16, 2023
• Recreation Centers: 
o Closed Monday, January 16, 2023                                                  
• All Senior Centers: 
o Closed Monday, January 16, 2023

Ann Richards Play runs January 13-29
A no-holds-barred portrait of Ann Richards, the legendary late Governor 
of Texas opens January 13 at the Rockport Little !eatre, 99 N. Austin 
Street, Rockport.

!e play brings the audience face to face with a complex, colorful and 
captivating character bigger than the state from which she hailed. Written 
and originally performed by Emmy Award-winner Holland Taylor, 
"ANN" takes a revealing look at the impassioned woman who enriched 
the lives of her followers, friends and family. A mother, wife, politician 
and American patriot who dedicated her life to helping others.

Whether you were born in Texas or "got here as fast as you could" you 
have no doubt heard of Ann Richards. As the "ery governor of Texas, her 
personal story, along with her uncanny humor and plain-spoken truisms, 
captured the imagination of the public -- those who knew her and many 
more who felt like they did.
 
 
Reserved tickets $20, available online or at the box o$ce. !eater opens 
one hour before curtain. Concessions include beer, wine and so% drinks 
and snacks.
"ANN" opens weekends January 13-29, with shows Friday and Saturday 
at 7:00 p.m. and a 
Sunday Matinee at 3 p.m. Email: info@rockportlittletheatre.com
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Crossword Solution on classi!eds page

Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster

Mind-Numbing Frustration

Sudoku

Going Easy On You...

Sudoku answers are 
not available.

Play at your own risk!

JFK Causeway to 
Aquarius
Crimes against Person
 13400 block SPID 11 a.m. January 8 Shooting 
victim
Disturbance
������EORFN�63,'���S�P��-DQXDU\���7UDI¿F�6WRS�
3RVVHVVLRQ�RI�0DULMXDQD�1R�'ULYHUV�/LFHQVH�
Unlawful Carrying of a Weapon
13500 block SPID 9 p.m. January 2
Suspicious Person
11800 block SPID 1 p.m. January 7 
13500 block SPID 11 p.m. January 4
7UDI¿F
���7UDI¿F�6WRSV�
13500 block SPID 7 p.m. January 7 DWI
13300 block SPID 3 p.m. January 6 Crash
13300 block SPID 10 p.m. January 5 Crash
11600 block SPID 9 a.m. January 3 Crash
63,'�$TXDULXV���S�P��-DQXDU\���&UDVK

SPID West to Laguna 
Madre   
Crimes against Property
15400 block Fortuna Bay 1 p.m. January 7 Criminal 
Mischief
15400 block Fortuna Bay Midnight January 3 
Burglary of a Vehicle

Disturbance
 13700 block Primavera 6 p.m. January 7 Shots 
Fired
13500 block Queen Johanna 7 p.m. January 5 
15200 block Barataria 3 p.m. January 4
������EORFN�63,'���D�P��-DQXDU\���(YDGLQJ�$UUHVW�
7DPSHULQJ�ZLWK�(YLGHQFH�:DUUDQW�3RVVHVVLRQ�RI�
Controlled Substance
16000 block El Socorro 8 p.m. January 7 Shots 
Fired

Police Blotter    January 2 - January 9
15800 block El Socorro 7 a.m. January 5 Shots Fired 
Suspicious Person
14300 block SPID 2 p.m. January 8
14300 block Commodores 9 p.m. January 5 
Beach Access Road 6 7 a.m. January 4
)RUWXQD�%D\�6S\JODVV���D�P��-DQXDU\��
7UDI¿F
����7UDI¿F�6WRSV
63,'�&RPPRGRUHV����S�P��-DQXDU\���':,
63,'�6+�������D�P��-DQXDU\���&UDVK
&RPPRGRUHV�63,'���S�P��-DQXDU\���':,
63,'�6+�������D�P��-DQXDU\���&UDVK
15500 block Cruiser 4 p.m. January 8 Parking 
Violation 
15500 block Palmira Noon January 5 Parking 
Violation

SPID East to Gulf of 
Mexico and north to Port 
Aransas City Limits    
Crimes against Property
 Beach Access Road 6 7 a.m. January 4 Found 
Property 
Disturbance
 15200 block Windward 11 p.m. January 5
Suspicious Person
 Beach Access Road 6 7 a.m. January 4
100 block Zahn 7 p.m. January 4
6300 block Gulf Beach 7 a.m. January 8 
7UDI¿F
���7UDI¿F�6WRSV
15100 block Leeward 4 p.m. January 8 Parking 
Violation
14800 block Leeward 5 p.m. January 8 Parking 
Violation
6+�����0DULQHUV�'U����D�P��-DQXDU\���':,

Moon Crossword
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0RRQ�&ODVVL¿HGV�����
    Here’s how to place a  

Classified Ad 
To place an ad you can call me at  

361-834-1382 or 
Email your ads to: 

moonclassad@twc.com 
No texts please 

Costs start at $12 for 25 words, 
 20 cents a word after that per issue.   
For a small additional charge, your 
ad can be centered, made larger or   
pictures or clip art can be added. 
Ads with payment can be taken to 

our office at:  
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 

Deadline for classified ads is no later 
than NOON on Tuesday 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
BEFORE PUBLICATION 

We accept 
American Express, Visa, 

MasterCard�
�

Legal & Business Notices 
Do you need to place a legal or business 

notice?  You’ll find that our rates for running 
your notice cost less than many other 

publication in Nueces County. 
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 

The Island Moon Weekly 
for more information  

The Island Newspaper since 1996 

Public Notice 
On January 23 at 6:00pm, during 
the Island Foundation regularly 
scheduled Board Meeting, we will 
have a Public Hearing for the 
purpose of giving an overview of 
the financial accountability rating 
system, known as the CHARTER 
FIRST (Financial Integrity 
Rating System of Texas). The 
purpose of FIRST is to ensure that 
open-enrollment charter schools 
are held accountable for the 
quality of their financial 
management practices and that 
they improve those practices. The 
system is designed to encourage 
Texas public schools to 
better manage their financial 
resources in order to provide the 
maximum allocation possible for 
direct instructional 
purposes.  Seashore Charter 
Schools received a rating of A-
Superior. 

 

Help Wanted 
Hiring Now!  

Padre condo maintenance 
position with experience in 
sheetrock, painting, minor 
electrical, plumbing, and 

carpentry. Must be efficient, 
team-oriented, and have 

dependable transportation. 
 Full-time. Apply in person: 

 Anchor Resort 
 14300 South Padre Island Dr. 

Corpus Christi, TX. 78418  
361 654-0090 

Services 
Appliance Repair 

 
-N- House Appliance 

Repair 
Most major brands & 

appliances 
Also offering complete dryer 

vent clean outs 
Mention this ad for 
discount on repairs 
361-960-0911 
BBQ Cleaning�

CALL 

 
Because YOU 

don’t want to do 
it! 

Frank 361-813-1929 cell 
361-99-GRILL (994-7455) 
CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com  �

Pool & Spa Services 
ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA 

SERVICE 
Weekly Pool Maintenance – Repairs 
Renovations - Chemicals – Supplies 

Residential – Commercial 
25 Years Experience – Insured 
Free Delivery! Free Estimates! 

Island Resident Owned 
Call 361-949-8899 

Pool & Spa Services (contd) 
Wade In The Water Pool Services 

Cleaning • Repairs • Remodels 
  Hot Tubs • Warranty Station 

Don’t go OTB for pool & spa chemicals! 
15715 SPID #101  

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
FREE WATER TESTING 

Locally owned and operated since 2010 
Call 361-658-8581 
Power Washing 

ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
We Power Wash 

 Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & 
Sidewalks 

 Call us now to schedule an estimate 
361-949-2773 

REGIONAL AREA  
MAINTENANCE 

(RAM) 
Pressure Washing 

 Driveway – Decks -  Homes  
Roofs  

Deck Staining & Repairs 
Free Estimates 

Call RAM 
361-800-3535 

Lawn & Tree Trimming 

�
COMMERCIAL CUTTERS 

Tree Trimming & Stump Grinding 
Services 

Fully Insured – Free Estimates 
361-446-3980 

Islandscape Maintenance 

 
* Lawn Maintenance   * Power  Washing       
* Palm Trimming         *  Fall Cutback 
* Lot Mowing               *  Decks       
* Installation                                     

FREE ESTIMATES 
361-949-2773�

Lawn & Tree Trimming (contd) 
REGIONAL AREA  
MAINTENANCE 

(RAM)  
Let us take care of your lawn 

care needs.  Our customers have 
appreciated our attention to detail 
łProfessional Staff & Equipment 
łResidential & Commercial 
łLarge & Small Properties 
łSenior Discount 

Call RAM 
361-800-3535 
Handyman & 

Home Improvements 
Handyman Services 

Covering all your residential or 
commercial maintenance and 

repair needs for most any issue. 
I offer flat rates or by the hour 

Call 361-290-3395 
For a Free Estimate 

Kevin’s Home Improvements & 
Handyman Services 

Expert Stand-By Generator 
installation for your home 

 or business 
Island references available 

Free in Home Estimates 
Call 361-462-6627 

Re-Parrot 
We’ll fix it right – For a song! 

 
Home Maintenance  

Repair & Light Remodeling 
Free Estimates 

Located on “The Island” 
G. Michael Wall   361-779-6621 

Stucco 
GOT CRACKS? 

CALL THE STUCCO PROS  
AT 361-949-2100 

Roofing  
ROOFING PROS! 

Custom Home Exteriors, Inc. 
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100 

Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified 
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles 

Island Homeowner 
Roofing Padre Island 

Since 1985! 
Wolfe Construction, Inc. 
x Insurance Restoration 

Specialists 
x Roofing 
x Residential & Commercial 

Bryan Wolfe 
361-949-1180  

15809 El Soccorro Loop 
Corpus Christi TX 78418 

Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts  
Artistic Construction  

Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc. 
Licensed & Insured 

Member of the Padre Island 
Business Association 

361-444-4702 
Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc 

WHATS UP DOCKS AND 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

We offer boatlift services (repairs 
and new installations) and docks, 

decks, piers and much more 
Contact Geoffrey Coventry   

361-230-2004 
�³7KH�ELWWHUQHVV�RI�SRRU�TXDOLW\�

UHPDLQV�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKH�VZHHWQHVV�
RI�ORZ�SULFH�LV�IRUJRWWHQ�´ 

Benjamin Franklin 
Al-Anon & AA Meetings 

Is alcohol causing a problem  
in your family? 
Try Al-Anon 

Al-Anon meets at 
7:00 pm Sundays at 

Padre Island Baptist Church 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

MEETINGS 
The Sunset 7 AA Meetings are 
held on Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 7 PM at : 
The Presbyterian Church  

On the Island 
14030 Fortuna Bay Dr. 

In addition Sunday AA Meetings 
 are held at 8 AM at   

The Pavillon on the Boardwalk 
Near Padre Bali 

Crossword Solution

Limited Spaces Available!
Catch The Light in Watercolor w/Jean Francois Arnaud

Adult(18+) Class
Dates: 1/17/23 - 1/19/23

Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Jean Francois Arnaud

Member Price: $ 400
Non-Member Price: $ 415

Max Quantity: 15
Remaining: 5

3 Day Watercolor Workshop
Catch The Light in Watercolor

w/Jean Francis Arnaud
January 17,18,19
9:00am - 4:00pm

INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED WORKSHOP (this is not a beginner workshop)
Register here: https://public.artcentercc.org/web/classdirect/474

Jean Francois Arnaud is a member of the International Watercolor Society of France (IWS).  
He has had multiple exhibitions of his work throughout Europe.  He has taught workshops 

throughout France and Italy sharing his insights and technique of watercolor painting.



home 
County cabanas on stilts at pier with shower, 
sink, bench and electricity Benny’s Cafe on 
causeway 
1957
 Opal’s Cafe opens on causeway with three 
boat launching ramps. 
The museum in the Gulf Park administration 
building closed because new park manager 
wanted more space. 
Albert Jones owns 83% of island (parks are 
rest) sold half died at age 83. 
Frenchy’s Curio Shop & Lounge opens near 
Bob Hall Pier built by Eugene French. Old 
bottles, coins, driftwood, treasures, shells. A 
waterfall made of seashells and volcanic rock. 
Opened in May and by August $25,000 worth 
of business. 
1958 
Eight Cottages three miles south of pier 
destroyed by high tide and wind. 
1959 
John Bean Pier built on intracoastal Open 
Beaches Act 
Annual Walkathan 40 miles started at Bob 
Hall pier and went to Port A and back added 
Miss Padre Island and Mr. Corpus Christi 
contests. 
1960 
Leeco Oil & Gas from Miami purchased 2000 
DFUHV�QRUWK�HQG�������DFUH�SXUFKDVHG�IURP�3,�
Land & Cattle Company 
$1.5 million marina/hotel planned on Packery. 
President Lee Ratner V.P. Sam Codomo 
Census 168,000 CC 
42’ shrimp boat named “Tinker” hit Bob 
Hall Pier leaving 10’ gap. 15 people stranded 1 
����KRXUV��
PI Land & Cattle Company put up 
barricades 2 mile stretch on Beach either side 
of pier made of railroad ties. Claim they own 
beach and do not want to be liable. Private 
people who want to go through need to sign 
liability form. Gave county sites for 3 parks in 
1950 on beach and one 140 acre and another 
400 acre and only one developed so took back 
land. 
Padre Park, Inc pre-development Sale $50 
GRZQ�����PRQWK�
Padre Island National Seashore introduced in 
Congress 1961 September Hurricane Carla 
Hurricane Carla wiped out:
Bob Hall Pier 600’ ¿UVW�WLPH�GHVWUR\HG�E\�
hurricane
Also destroyed near pier: Frenchy’s Curio 
Sand Dollar Cafe 
6 of 10 cabanas on pilings playground 
Causeway closed for 5 months 
destroyed many shacks and shanties along 
beach Road on Mustang Island to Port A was 
cut through 
1962 
French the Beachcomber built at southeast 
corner of Hwy 361 and SPID 
Bob Hall Pier rebuilt 1200’ three T sections. 
Dedication October Miss Bob Hall Pier and 
¿VKLQJ�FRQWHVWV��1R�FDXVHZD\�WROO�WKDW�GD\��
Ira’s Dune’s Drive-in grocery and 
seaquarium built where the Tradewinds 
Center large green building is 
Padre Island Park by pier with Lighthouse 
concession stand, brightly colored striped 
canvas cabanas 
Feb ’62 causeway reopened
 
Packery Park Asphalt road to 50 acre
1963 
$XJXVW�)UHQFK�WKH�%HDFKFRPEHU�¿UH 
November President Kennedy signs bill to 
establish PINS. Causeway name changed to 
JFK causeway. 
Larry Laws a teenager who vacationed in 
+DZDLL�ZDQWHG�WR�EULQJ�VXU¿QJ�WR�3DGUH�UHQWHG�
out surf boards near pier 
1964
 French the Beachcomber Club rebuilt and 
expanded Polynesiand style style. Sophisticated 
dining and dancing in the private club. Private 
club servers and go-go dancers topless with 
pasties and bikini briefs. Seafood restaurants 
with seating for 100. Live music ever weekend 
outdoor patio more casual held up to 250 
SHRSOH��7KH�¿UVW�WRSOHVV�ZHGGLQJ�WKHUH�������
There was a ringtail monkey named Chatterbox 
NHSW�RXW�IURQW��$TXDULXP�ZLWK�VHDKRUVHV��
New Bath House at pier on 15’ pilings with 
day and night law enforcement. 
1965
 Ben Marks with the Great Western 
Investment Corporation group from Corpus 
Christi purchased 3704 acres, 1300 submerged 
acres The president was Jack Modesett Jr. 
investors were L.A. McNeil, Frank Zack, 
Paul Haas, O.D. Edwards, Jack Ryan and Wm 
Powers. New You investors were C.H. Marks 
and I.H. Josclow. Bought from Leeco Oil & 
Gas who owned since 1960 not mineral rights 
Dairy Queen Steve Odonovich owner later 
building part of Seashore Learning Center. 
Torn down 2017 after Hurricane Harvey. 
PINS headquarters near toll booth. 
Intracoastal Cafe Earl Garbe Rainbow Bait 
Shop 
Parker Bait Shop 
1966 
Lawsuit by land owners determine fair market 
�������DFUHV�DFTXLUHG�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�3,16�
were paid $2 million. 
1967
 PIIC start building seawall 4200’ to protect 
Million Dollar Inn Million Dollaar Inn built 
Causeway paid off - no more toll
 
Rader & Assc engineering ¿UP�IURP�0LDPL�
draw up master plan. 
First topless wedding at French the 
Beachcomber Club where she performed as 
topless go-go dancer. Bride was given away by 
Frenchy. 
September Hurricane Beulah 
Bob Hall Pier third tier destroyed after 

Hurricane Beulah becomes 800’. Destroyed 
concrete tables and cabanas on stilts not 
replaced. Padre Grill run by Gus Mergele. 
Barca Pirata Curio & Restaurant near pier 
destroyed not replaced. It had art exhibit for 
Texas artists. Shop was shaped as a ship at sea. 
Bealah cut several passes on Mustang Island 
1968
 Start Galleon bay subdivision bulkheads, 
streets, infrastructure and street lights made to 
look like gaslights
$1 million in lots sold $5.5 million in sales 
Seawall completed by Heldenfels Bros and is 
the only private seawall 4200 feet 
Causeway and bridge named JFK 
Jito Snack or Pack Foods 
Island House built at a cost of $1.6 million 
44 condos on original plan went to 72 due to 
demand. Condo cost $20-25,000. First condos 
Ladybird Johnson dedicated Padre Island 
1DWLRQDO�6HDVKRUH�:HVWHUQ�,VOH�0RWHO�
restaurant 
Dairy Queen run by Obronovich family across 
from Bob Hall entrance. 
Seahorse Riding Stable on beach south of 
Million Dollar Inn. 
Padre Recreation Sky-Slide at beach and 
$TXD�VNLIIV�DW�3DFNHU\�&KDQQHO�DFURVV�IURP�
Galleon Bay entrance 
1969 
14houses,284condos Complete galleon 
subdivision $8 million sold 
)LUVW�VXEGLYLVLRQ�KRXVH�RQ�*ROG¿VK����QG�RQ�
$TXDULXV�RWKHUV�RQ�(PHUDOG
 
Surfside Condos on Windward across street 
IURP�3RUWR¿QR�&RQGRV�EXLOW�DW�D�FRVW�RI����
million has 44 units 
As of June 1969 that year 300 guest drove or 
ÀRZQ�LQ��,VODQG�KDV�������SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�
Malaquite Visitor Center completed larger 
than present and boardwalk. No dunes due to 
cattle grazing. 
Unsold Property sold to Budget Industries 
$6.5 million was 20% developed 
1970
 Marks sells to Financial Corp of America 
(Budget Industry) from California. PIIS 
becomes subsidiary. 
Golf course completed (Graham) 9 holes 
Padre Island Country Club hires Gene Graham 
Civil Engineer 
(previously worked for Heldenfels Bros) 
Gulfstream Condos built 132 units 6 story 
$2.5 mil 24”pipeline put in 
361 bridge made 20 ft not 13 ft cost difference 
paid by PIIC Thunderbird shell shop 
Monterrey Motel name was Sea Ranch 
bought by buyer from Mexico 1970 Hurricane 
Celia 
David Chamorro took over management hired 
Charles Terrell President of sales were friends 
in Florida. 
1971
 Water treatment plant
 
1972 
Million Dollar Inn sold to Braniff 
Seawall injunction by state and county had 
extension halted 
only privately owned seawall. Developers 
wanted to extend to 
Packery Channel state said not allowed due to 
Open Beaches Act. 
There was a San Antonio to Padre Auto 
Rallye ����PLOHV�����HQWUDQWV�¿QLVKLQJ�SRLQW�
PICC sponsored by PIIC 
Miss Padre Isles was a 28’ Bertram power 
cruiser that offered sightseeing, deep sea 
¿VKLQJ�RU�FUXLVLQJ��
3000’ tow wall completed - 1200 south 
stucco street signs put in Galleon Bay 
subdivision
 
3,,&�DFFRXQWLQJ�RI¿FH�where Angry Marlin is
 
Sales movie made of Emerald Street 20 
minutes long shown abroad. 
3,,&�VDOHV�RI¿FHV�28 in US 5 in other 
countries Billings Bait stand Gene Gianotti 
owner 
Island Fairway Estates 
1973
 Braniff Place replaced Million Dollar Inn 
opens 
5HG�&DUSHW�ZLWK�����URRPV���ÀRRUV�EXLOW�
where Holiday Inn is now 
High bridge completed 73’ high - no more 
swing bridge
�3RUWR¿QR�built and made the 8 story building 
WKH�WDOOHVW�RQ�WKH�,VODQG�����XQLWV�(I¿FLHQF\��
2-3 BR price range $21-55,000 Back 9 opens 
at the golf course
Mariner’s Cay Frankfurt salesman sold most 
units to Germans 
Padre Isles Country Club back 9 completed
 
St. Andrews Church 
PIIC 235 employees Party Boat Sally D gives 
tours to potential buyers. 
1974
 Braniff closed
 
PIIC banner year $24 million 
Injunction settled - developers retain sea wall 
state gains 200 acres north and county land 
south 
Tradewinds subdivision
 
Island Services - subsidy of PIIC - did Island 
maintenance, mowing , security and started 
arranging vacation trips by bus from Canada
 
Packery Channel bridge 20’ clearance 
originally going to be 13’ PIIC paid difference. 
1975 
93 houses 500 condos
 
Anchor Resort built - originally named Puerto 
GHO�3DGUH�¿UVW�FRQGRV�RQ�FDQDOV
 

Puenta Vista built 77 units Baseball players 
SDUW�RI�LQYHVWPHQW�¿UP�5RQ�6DQWR�:KLWH�
Sox, Johnny Bench Cincinnati Reds and Glen 
Beckert San Diego Padres.
New Country Club manager Swiss born 
5HQDWR�5HWWHJKLHUL������FRQYHQLHQFH�VWRUH�
corner Hwy 361 
Johno’s opens half mile south of pier (which 
was address) John Nicholson (grocery store 
family) owner 
1976
 First La Posada began by Father Patricio 
of St Andrews Fairway villas built 47 units 
1-2BR 
Louis Rawalt dies 
First duplex built on Island on Cruiser
7/11 is the second convenience store on Island 
built at corner of SPID and Encantada
Tennis Pro Shop built on the tennis complex 
at  PI Country Club.
First duplex in Tradewinds
Water Treatment Plant
1977 
Ports o’ Call completed 213 acres - lots sold 
with building compulsion. If you bought a lot 
you had so much time to build on it. No more 
land speculation.Wider canals prove more 
elevation. 
Red Carpet Inn name change to Padre Island 
Beach Hotel Maverick Market SPID and 
$TXDULXV�
Fairway Villas
 Causeway median put in 
C-101 Sea Sculptures at J.P. Luby Park
PIIC planted 4,000 Australian pines (many 
killed by freeze) natal plum, Spanish diggers, 
cacti and other shrubery.
1978 
Tennis Davis Cup tournament sponsored by 
PIIC and the Tennis Assoc of Corpus Christi 
17 million watched in Canada and Venezuela
Completion Barataria Bay 273 acres 1,050 
lots.
 
Chicken In Hamburger out Restaurant 
where Berkshire Hathaway building - can 
still see drive-thru window owned by Ralph 
Guttman 
Trice Island Surfwear Shop at the corner of 
Whitecap and SPID - torn down since
 
There was a bad oil spill 
7UDI¿F�OLJKW�DGGHG at Park Rd 22 & Hwy 361 
1980 more than 200 homes 
Million Dollar Inn buildings with hotel rooms 
torn down 
Casa Europa
 
Second Maverick Market SPID & Whitecap 
1979
Fairway Estates started originally planned 
for townhomes but no interest so built single 
family homes.
1980
Hurricane Allen destroyed Whitecap and 
Gypsy bridges isolating residents. Closed for 
months. Caliche roads Nemo to Whitecap and 
$TXDULXV�H[WHQVLRQ�WR�%DUDWDULD��
Seawall repair $1.2 million paid by condo 
owners.
Island Surf & Sunwear at corner of Whitecap 
and SPID.
 more than 200 homes
1981 
Island annexed by the city. Island no longer 
self run. 
Padre Island Baptist Church
 
Eagle Run Condos
 
Mexican oil spill 
1982
 Sea Pines subdivision begun - 46 acres Padre 
Gift Shop 
Day & Night Boardwalk 
 Mariner’s Cay??? 
1983
 Big Shell strip furniture store built and the 
Nautical Showcase Gift Shop.
1984
 J. P. Luby Park - recreational area created at 
the beach with gazebo, volleyball courts near 
where Packery Channel is now. They tried to 
FUHDWH�D�JRRG�VXU¿QJ�VSRW�ZLWK�EUHDNHUV�LQ�WKH�
water to get surfers to move from Bob Hall 
3LHU�ZKHUH�¿VKHUPHQ�FRPSODLQHG��
Padre Islander T-Shirt Shop SPID near Hwy 
361
1985 Dug Cape Summer canals - ³ski alley” 
that never got bulkheaded 
Cane Harbor Street on Lake Padre - 47 home 
sites created 
Development of Island Fairway Estates with 
homes on golf course
Whataburger
PIIC built building where American Bank is 
and  moved out of Million Dollar Inn 
1986 
PISS Padre Island Sailing Society started at 
Anchor Resort. Named changed in order to be 
part of the clubs nationwide and moved to PI 
Yacht Club.
Island Sports added to Padre Islander T-shirt 
Shop.
Nunnery on Playa del Rey
1987
 Million Dollar Inn main building razed 
Island Italian Restaurant
First Taste of the Island Celebration De Las 
Pesca 
Marker 37 Marina

1988 Padre Island Business Association 
founded.
1989

Island Timeline 
1800 Padre Balli gets land grant from Spain 
cattle ranch Spaniards called Island El Desert 
muerto ³Dead Island” 
1844 Padre Balli leaves
 
1845 Republic of Texas becomes 28h state 
1847 Singer family shipwrecked on the Island 
1861 Texas seceded 
1969 Civil war troops occupy island - Singers 
move to the Bluff 1869 Texas re-admitted
 
1879 Dunn Ranch established
 
1917 Dunn house built near Packery Channel 
1925 Jones family from Kansas purchase 3500 
acres Island from Dunn family 
Colonel Sam Robertson purchased 80 acres 
from the Dunn family. 
1927 Don Patricio Causeway Colonel Sam 
Robertson started PI Development Company 
1933 A hurricane destroys causeway (this was 
before the hurricanes were named) 
1947 Manually operated barge overpass 
just north of CC pass. M.E. Allison from 
6DQ�$QWRQLR�¿UP�KDQGOHG�UHYHQXH�ERQGV�IRU�
causeway.
 
1948 Nicholson Grocery store built and 
opened in Flour Bluff near causeway.
 
1949 Intracoastal dredged - last cattle drive 
across laguna 
1950
 June North Padre Island Causeway with 
swing bridge $1 toll. First person to cross was 
a cotton farmer from Portland Frank Morris at 
��DP��7KUHH�WKRXVDQG�FDUV�SDVVHG�WKDW�¿UVW�GD\��
Nueces Beach Park Pier 300” long ended in 
T Head was built. Bath house, beach house, 
Padre Grill and Ira’s Bait Shop also in the park. 
Red Dot Bait Shop Ace Kimberly where 
Doc’s is later moved to causeway had pier, cafe 
and boat rental. 
Jones family forms Padre Island Development 
Company 
Jones family PI Land & Cattle Company 
gave 3 park sites to county. On the beach, 140 
acres on the Packery channel and 400 acres 
near the ³ski basin" 
1951 
Loma Alta motel built on a 30 foot bluff on 
the main road El Camino de los Padres where 
Loma Alta Plaza is. Mr. E.O. Lehman and 
his wife built motel and lived there with their 
two children. They rented out four kitchenette 
units and expected to build 20 more plus tennis 
court and pool but never materialized. When 
the Desegregation Act was passed in 1964 
Mr. Lehman said he did not want someone to 
tell him who he had to rent to so he closed the 
motel. He and his wife continued to live there 
until they passed away. 
The Sea ranch Motel on main road two 
kitchenette units opened initially with plans for 
40. Purchased by a buyer from Mexico in 1970 
who changed the name to Monterrey Motel. 
The Patels the current owners purchased the 
motel in 1992 and it has 24 units. 
Lebby's Grill opened near pier. Padre Grill 
near pier 
1952 
Padre Island Museum opened at the Gulf 
Park administration building with treasures 
washed ashore, shells, Indian artifacts, 
driftwoood, coins, a mahogany skiff and 
primitive canoe. 
Gulf Park Pier added additional 300’ and 
another T Head to make pier 600’. 
1953
 First house built on dry lot near Packery Park 
(it’s near Berkshire Hathaway Realty building. 
14302 Sand Dollar another built at 14241 
Playa del Rey 
Gulf Park Pier name changed to Bob Hall 
Pier. 
!st Walkathan from Bob Hall Pier to Port 
Aransas and back 40 miles. Event was started 
by Causeway Public Relations Director Cash 
Asler to promote causeway in May to draw out 
of season crowd. 
The Beach Club ZLWK�LQGRRU�RXWGRRU�VHDWLQJ�
opened south of pier. Land leased from Padre 
Island Development Company. 
Fisherman’s Folly lighted pier at Humble 
Channel had 10 skiffs and 10 outboard motors 
for rent. 
Miller’s Cafe north side of causeway east of 
intracoastal 
Parker’s Bait Stand RQ�FDXVHZD\�¿UVW�EDLW�
stand on causeway was on right side. It had 
four yellow jacket boats and 20 skiffs. 
Wes Harmon’s Intracoastal Bait Stand had 
a 400’ pier ten v-bottom wooden boats and 12 
Lone Star aluminum boats. 
Graham’s east side of intracoastal on 
causeway side 75’pier 8 lone star 6 skiffs 
Rush’s Bait Stand on north side of 
intracoastal on Island had 500’ pier and rented 
out 30 boats. 
1954 
PI Development Company VDOHV�RI¿FH�RQ�
SPID 14318 torn down 2021 
Ira Van Loh Dunes Drive-in Grocery 15715 
63,'�EXLOW�KRPH�WR�OLYH�LQ�EHKLQG�LW��:KHQ�¿UVW�
arrived lived at Corpus Christi Pass became 
FRPPHUFLDO�¿VKHUPHQ�EHFDXVH�RI�VR�PDQ\�¿VK�
there including ³Pike” 
Wright’s Intracoastal Bait Stand on north 
causeway side 
1955
 Gulf Park has cabanas to rent with a sink, 
EHQFK��VKRZHU�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\����������KRXUV�
pay at toll booth. 
M.E. Allison builds waterfront home on 
Packery channel Four Winds Cafe at Gulf Park 
1956 
Total of seven homes built near Packery. 
Threee on channel and two on dry lots Playa 
del Rey and one on Sand Dollar plus Dunn 
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More Timeline info to come soon!
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Three Chords and the Truth

The Gaff
Cold Beer        Open Daily at 11 am Hot Pizza

Live MusicBelt Sander 
Races

Blues great Steve James dies…

I got a call from an old friend of mine in San 
Antonio this week. Jim Beal (retired arts 
writer for the San Antonio Express-News) 
called to tell me that we had lost another 
good friend this week. Steve James died in 
Austin of brain cancer. He was 72. Originally 
from upstate New York, Steve was a blues 
historian, performer and a talented luthier 
whose main concentration was traditional and 
acoustic country blues and his !nger picking 
style on guitar, mandolin, dobro and banjo 
was unsurpassed. I represented Steve as his 
booking agent in Austin in the 90’s when I was 
the in-house agency for the Antone’s Record 
Label. Steve could tell you any and every fact 
pertaining to old timey country blues by 
such artists as Furry Lewis, Mississippi John 
Hurt, Muddy Waters, Lightning Hopkins, 
Sonny Boy Terry, Howlin’ Wolf, Leadbelly 
and Mance Lipscomb, etc. He also played 
along with various musicians including Bo 
Diddley, John P. Hammond and Dave Van 
Ronk. Steve James was essentially a genius and 
authored several music instructional manuals 
and history books, and penned many, many 
blues songs. I was !rst introduced to Steve 
through the late Gary Primich, a world class 
harmonica player that I represented during the 
same time period. Steve was especially popular 
in Europe and spent much of his time touring 
Scandinavia as well as mainland Europe. He 
was a star in France. I remember one time I 
had several of my artists out on tour in the 
same southern region of the US at the same 
time when I orchestrated a show in Helena, 
Arkansas on the border of Mississippi, at the 
King Biscuit Blues Festival with a bunch of 
my other Antone’s artists such as Steve James, 
Lavelle White, Gary Primich, Paul Orta, 
Lazy Lester and Teddy Morgan. "e King 
Biscuit Fest was named a#er the famous King 
Biscuit Flour Hour radio show in Helena where 
King Biscuit was manufactured and the blues 
was born. It was also the famous “crossroads” 
of the south on Highway 61 where Robert 
Johnson supposedly sold his soul to the devil 
in exchange for his musical skills. I spent a lot 
of time with Steve James through the years and 
received a !rsthand education from Mr. James 
every time he opened his mouth. Steve James 
was an exceptional musician and a !ne human 
being. He was one of a kind and I’m honored 
to have known him. Rest in peace old friend… 
you was a goodern! 

Scattered shots…

Historically speaking, the !rst week of the 
New Year is considered the slowest week of the 
year in the retail and hospitality industry due 
to people overspending over the holidays and 
general burn out. My Mermaid Gal and I were 
out of town the week before Christmas and 
came home Christmas Day, both with a fresh 
dose of Mexican COVID. So by this weekend 
we were more than ready to get out of the 
house once we tested negative. And brother, 
there wasn’t a whole lot going on around town. 
Coach Dude Dugan, Free Beer Band and 
the Groove were just about it. Tracy opted 
out but I jumped in the golf cart and cruised 
around one dead town. "e moon was big and 
full and bright and I sat out front of the Ga! 

Live Music
TONIGHT

!ursday, 
January 12
Ko$n Kats @ House 
of Rock
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Italian
Sharioke @ Packery 
Bar

Friday, 
January 13
Brad Ethridge @ Ga%
Michael Burrts @ 
Pelican
Ty Dietz @ Packery 
Bar
Triptonite @ Pelican 
Lounge
Eclipse @ Harley 
Davidson CC
Chainlinks @ House 
of Rock
John Elijah @ Vernon’s
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Saturday, 
January 14
BELT SANDER 
RACES @ Ga%
Jim Dugan @ Ga%
Free Beer Band @ 
Island Wine
What’s My Age Again? 
@ House of Rock
Diamond’s Edge @ 
Pelican
Michael Burtts @ 
Packery Bar

Sunday, 
January 15
Diamond’s Edge @ 
Pelican
Jennifer Gayle Bradley 
@ Blackbeard’s
Michael Burtts @ Salty 
Dolphin
Shwayze, Ko$n Kats 
@ House of Rock
Tumble Dry Low @ 
Bernie’s

Monday, 
January  16
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Tuesday, 
January 17
Open Mic @ House of 
Rock
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s

Wednesday, 
January 18
PA Rockers @ Bernies
Riptide @ VFW
Kevin Kurtz @ Pelican
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

!ursday, 
January 19
Brad Ethridge @ Ga%
"e Daze @ VFW
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Wine
Kevin Kurtz @ 
Packery Bar

Friday, 
January 20
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Cruise Control @ 
Pelican
Alonzo Cruz @ Packery 
Bar

Saturday, 
January 21
ChillBillies @ VFW
Jim Dugan @ Ga%
A#erglow @ Pelican
Stevie Start @ Salty 
Dolphin
Rockaholics @ Packery 
Bar

Sunday, 
January 22
Tumble Dry Low @ 
Bernie’s
Jerry Ward @ Pelican
Jennifer Gayle Bradley 
@ Blackbeard’s
Michael Burtts @ Salty 
Dolphin

Monday,
January  23
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Tuesday, 
January 24
Open Mic @ House of 
Rock
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s

Wednesday, 
January 25
Riptide @ VFW
Damon Scott @ Pelican
Joe Ely @ ACL
PA Rockers @ Bernies
Billy Snipes @ 
Scuttlebutt’s
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

!ursday, 
January 26
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Wine
John Elijah @ Packery 
Bar

Friday, 
January 27
Randall King @ 
Brewster Downtown
Dreaming in Color @ 
Pelican
Ty Dietz @ Packery Bar
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Saturday, 
January 28
BELT SANDER RACES 
@ Ga%
Mark McKinney @ 
"ird Coast "eater
Jim Dugan @ Ga%
"e Groove @ Pelican
Kevin Kurtz @ Salty 
Dolphin
Michael Burtts @ 
Packery Bar

Steve James & Ronnie at the Flats 
Lounge in 2009.

Triptonite will play the Pelican on 
Friday.

Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines 
will play the Third Coast Theater on 

February 11th.

and listened to Dugan for a bit all by myself. I 
never did go in. It was really nice out there.

DO NOT MISS LIST  
Coming this weekend…

On "ursday, Ron Baker, of Charlie 
Pride fame, will play Island Wind with Jon 
Dunnaway and blues man deluxe, John 
Cortez, will play the Executive Surf Club. 
Also on "ursday, Eli Brown will play at 
Scuttlebutt’s and Ruben Limas will play Island 
Italian. On Friday Brad Ethridge is at the Ga! 
Triptonite is at the Pelican Lounge, Eclipse is 
at the Harley Davidson CC, the Chainlinks 
are at the House of Rock, John Elijah and 
Padrinos will play Vernon’s and Bushbullit 
will play the Exchange. On Saturday, the 
WORLD FAMOUS BELTSANDER RACES 
will once again take center stage at the Ga!. 
Coach Dude Dugan will have the honors of 
performing before and a#er the race. Also 
on Saturday the great Back Pew Revival will 
play Treasure Island and the mighty, mighty 
Free Beer Band will play Island Wine. Also on 
Saturday, Michael Burtts will play the Packery 
Bar, Tony Ortega will play Blackbeard’s on 
the Bay and Downtown Eli Brown will play 
La Linea Wine. On Sunday, Diamond’s Edge 
will be back at the Pelican. Tumble Dry Low 
will bring their country show to Bernie’s Beach 
House and the Ko!n Kats will play the House 
of Rock.  Also on Sunday, Jennifer Gayle 
Bradley will play Blackbeard’s and Michael 
Burtts will play the Salty Dolphin. On Tuesday, 
Ruben Limas will play Blackbeard’s and 
Billy Snipes will play Doc’s. On Wednesday 
the over-the –top PA Rockers will blow the 
roof o% of Bernie’s Road House for the !nest 
representation of a 60’s sock hop anywhere. 
Also on Wednesday, the raucous rockabilly 
boys, Riptide, will play their Wednesday 
residency at the Port Aransas VFW as they do 
every Wednesday and Kevin Kurtz will clone 
George Strait at the Pelican and Ruben Limas 
will clone Bob Dylan at Blackbeard’s on the 
Bay… plus it’s my 70th birthday.  

On the horizon…

On the near horizon, don’t forget that the Ga! 
now has Minnow Racing every Monday. "at’s 
right, from the folks that bring you power tool 
racking twice a month now bring you bait !sh 
racing. I can’t say it’s as exciting as the power 
tools but it’s interesting. I do feel a little sorry 
for the poor minnows that are &opping around 
on that “track”, though. I digress. On Saturday, 
February 11 the great Terri Hendrix and 
Lloyd Maines will grace the stage at the "ird 
Coast "eater. Enough said. Be safe out there!

ƉƈƉ�$QG��WKDW¶V�WKH�WUXWK�ƉƈƉ

The Free Beer Band will play lsland 
Wine on Saturday.

Coach Dude Dugan will play the Gaff 
on Saturday

Brad Ethridge will play the Gaff on 
Friday.

 The PA Rockers will start their 
Wednesday residency at Bernies this 

week.


