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A little South Texas history
Finding Spanish coins on Padre Island in 1968 

Editor’s note: The following 
story comes to us from Long John 
Latham’s True Treasure Magazine 
in June, 1968. Last week we left 
our treasure hunters camped on 
Padre Island and under scrutiny 
by the local Constable after a 
run-in with the owner of a tow 
truck involving a discussion at the 
point of a gun. This week they be-
gin their hunt for Spanish treasure 
in the sands of Padre Island. 

By Stanley Bandranke
 While having breakfast we 
discovered we were not alone. 

Sea Star.  Photo  courtesy of the Harte Institute Sea Star.  Photo  courtesy of the Harte Institute 

Padre Island Real 
Estate Activity
February 1 – 
February 29

By Cindy Molnar
Realtor Coldwell Banker 
Island, Realtors

Waterfront Homes Sold
15874 Punta Espada Loop
13737 Cayo Cantiles Street
15014 Tesoro Drive
13748 Cayo Gorda Court
 
 52 Waterfront Homes Listed From 
$489,900.00 to $2,375,000.00

Bids for Bob Hall Pier Construction 
due May 9

Includes $2 million for restaurant structure

Island Mobility Plan 
Open House

Monday, April 15, Seashore 
Middle Academy

7KH�¿QDO�RSHQ�KRXVH�IRU�UHYLHZ�
of the Padre/Mustang Island 
Mobility Plan will be held at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, April 15, at the 
Seashore Middle Academy cafe-
teria, 15437 SPID. The meeting 
will be the last chance for public 
LQSXW�EHIRUH�WKH�SODQ�LV�¿QDOL]HG��
The plans is being created by the 
City of Corpus Christi to create 
cart and pedestrian paths to link 
all of Padre and Mustang islands. 

Photo Ronnie Narmour

The existing structure will be included in the new design. 
Photo by Evelyn Pless-Schuberth
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By the numbers

By Dale Rankin
The solar eclipse raked across our 
little sandbar with more a whimper 
than a bang this week. The cloud 
cover obscured our view for the 
most part and when it was visible 
it was a bit underwhelming. Just 
up the road in San Antonio they 
had darkness in the sky that sent 
the birds chirping until they fell 
silent and left infants confused.

Smash and grab on 
Compass Street

Last Friday a smash and grab 
WKLHI�YLFWLPL]HG�D�EXVLQHVVPDQ�
on Compass Street in front of the 
,VODQG�0RRQ�RI¿FH��7KH�EXVLQHVV�
owner had gone to the bank to 
pick up the payroll for his work-
HUV�DQG�EULHÀ\�OHIW�LW�LQ�KLV�WUXFN��
when he returned he found the 
truck window broken and the 
payroll missing. This is the third 
such crime of this nature we have 
heard of in recent months and 
is an indication that thieves are 
surveilling local banks on Fridays 
looking for business owners with-
drawing large amounts of cash. A 
previous crime occurred when a 
business owner stopped at a home 
improvement store after visiting 
the bank while leaving his payroll 
under the seat of his truck only to 
UHWXUQ�WR�¿QG�KLV�ZLQGRZ�EURNHQ�
and money missing. The thieves 
follow their victim from the bank 
and wait for an opportunity. 

Michael J. Ellis Seawall 
maintenance

7KH�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�KHOG�WKLV�
week to begin the process of 
establishing a long-term plan for 
the maintenance of the Michael 
J. Ellis Seawall. A total of $15 
million in funds from The Island’s 
Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone #2 has been committed for 
the repair and maintenance of the 
QRZ�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�VWUXFWXUH�
which was rebuilt after Hurricane 
Allen in 1980. Private ownership 
of the seawall means public funds 
cannot be spent to repair it and the 
plan now taking shape is to form a 
public entity to place ownership of 
the seawall in to free up the funds. 
It is not just residents along the 
VHDZDOO�WKDW�EHQH¿W�IURP�LWV�SUR-
WHFWLRQ��7KH�ÀRRG�PDSV�UHOHDVHG�
by FEMA three years ago show 

By the numbers…
How The Island voted

By Dale Rankin
Advertisements for bids for the 
rebuilding of Bob Hall Pier went 
out this week and bids on the 
$19.5 million project are due back 
to Nueces County on May 9. The 
bids include $2 million in funds 
for the rebuilding of the restaurant 
building on the pier, according to 
Precinct 4 County Commissioner 
Brent Chesney.
Work on the new 1253-foot long 
pier is expected to begin by the 
end of 2024, according to county 
RI¿FLDOV�
Nueces County Commissioners 
DSSURYHG�WKH�¿QDO�SODQV�IRU�WKH�
pier in March and in a separate 

Nueces County 
Appraisal District 
Board of Directors 

Election
Early Voting 

begins April 22
Early Voting will begin on Mon-
day, April 22, for three seats on the 
Nueces County Appraisal District 
Board of Directors. The voting, 
which culminates in the May 4, 
General Election, will allow voters 
to directly elect three members of 
WKH�ERDUG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��

Under new rules appointees to the 
Appraisal Review Board, (ARB) 
which hears appeals from property 
owners, must have the approval 
of two of the three new members 
of the Board of Directors who 
will be elected in May. Campaign 
¿QDQFLDO�GLVFORVXUH�UHSRUWV�IRU�
candidates running for the three 
seats in the May balloting will not 
be available for public viewing 
until after the election under 
current state election laws. The 
May election came out of the last 
session of the Texas Legislature 
and eventually the elections will 
be moved to the November elec-
WLRQ�F\FOH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�¿OLQJ�
RI�FDPSDLWQ�¿QDQFH�UHSRUWV�SULRU�
to voters going to the polls. 
Early voting runs April 22-April 
26 with balloting from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and on April 29 and April 30 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at: 

�� Briscoe King Pavilion 
15820 Park Rd. 22 on 

The Largest Beach Sand Sculpture 
Competition in the USA hits the 
beach in Port Aransas April 19-21. 
Sandfest 2024 features sand sculp-
tures, food, shopping, and live 
music on the Port Aransas beach 
between markers 13 and 17.

That location is a slight change 
and means that the general parking 
lot by the North gate will now be 
located at beach marker 9 with 
the exit at Avenue G (marker 0). 
The South end general parking 
entrance will be at marker 19 
with the exit at 17.5. Sandcastle 
Dr. will still be closed to through 
WUDI¿F��7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�SXEOLF�
RV parking lot inside the bollards. 

Port Aransas Sandfest April 19–21
Gates open each day at 9 a.m. 
and the event includes an amateur 
sand sculpting category along with 
Master and Semi-Pro, sand sculpt-
ing lessons for children, a beer 
and wine tent, a music stage with 
Bri Bagwell at 5:30 on Friday, and 
Micky and the Motorcars at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and music through the 
day on both days. 
The Masters’ gallery for sculp-
tures opens a 9 a.m. on Sunday 
with sculpture demonstrations 
E\�WKH�$PD]LQ¶�:DOWHU�DW����D�P��
followed by the Dunebillies on the 
music stage at 10 a.m.  The Master 

Editor’s note: The following 
numbers for the February party 
primary elections are as follows 
as reported by the Nueces County 
&OHUN¶V�RI¿FH��

Republican 
Primary

Padre Island
1969 Total Island voters 22%

8459 total registered Island voters

Presidential 
76% 1498 votes Presidential Don-
ald J. Trump 
20% 314 votes Nikki Haley 
1.4% 29 votes Ron DeSantis
5 votes Chris Christie 
4 votes Vivek Ramaswarmy
2 votes Asa Hutchinson 

2% 37 votes Uncommitted 

U.S. Senate
89% 1720�YRWHV�7HG�&UX]

U.S. Rep. District 27
68% 1392 votes Michael Cloud
23% 437 Scott Mandel
4.6% 88 votes Chris Mapp  
4% 77 votes Luis A. Espindola 
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No need to go to the Hill Country to enjoy bluebonnets. Drive by 14340 Indigo, 
next to Ullberg Park. Janet and Jeff Granger planted a few small bluebonnet 
SODQWV�IRXU�RU�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR��1RZ�WKHLU�\DUG�LV�IXOO�RI�EOXHERQQHWV�SOXV�DQ�DUUD\�
of well adapted plants. The Island Gardeners are happy to have the Grangers as 

their March Yard of the Month.

PET SAFE & PET FRIENDLY

NO MORE MOWING

SAVE WATER!

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

MOON SPECIALMOON SPECIAL

$500$500OFFOFF

Discount applies to installation. Restrictions Apply.

CoastalLifeTurf.com

Brighten up your landscape with natural
looking and natural feeling artificial turf.

Your whole family will love it!

Front and Back Yards • Dog Runs • Pool Decks • Patios • Putting Greens
Play Structure Areas • Commercial Applications • Indoor Turf and More!

361-300-46717522 BICHON, SUITE 301
CORPUS CHRISTI , TX 78414

eơʋ�ˊȶʠɭ�ƎɭơŔȟ�ɢɭȶǿơƃʋ
Ǝȶȥơ�ˁǫʋǠ�ŔǉǉȶɭƎŔŹȍơ
ȟȶȥʋǠȍˊ�ɢŔˊȟơȥʋɽ࡯

WE OFFER EASY FINANCINGWE OFFER EASY FINANCING

There are a couple of these pilings 
between Bob Hall and the National 

Seashore. Makes for interesting artwork.
Photo Jace Tunnel

Sean Hunter sings with Jim Dugan on his birthday at Shorty’s last Sunday.
 Photo by Ronnie Narmour

Barbara and Rev. Ken Ritchie with thier daughter, Meredith at the LA Marathon 
with the Moon!

Former City Council member Greg 
Smith and family took the Moon to 

Montserrat, Spain this week. 

Right: The Crested Caracara is the 
only falcon that collects material to 
build a nest. Other falcons lay their 
eggs in an old nest built by another 

species or in a scrape on the ground. 
The oldest recorded Crested Caracara 

was at least 21 years, 9 months old 
ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�LWV�EDQG�LQ�

2015 in Florida. 
Photo By Riekie Roncinske

Long-legged, with long, straight, 
heavy bill and usually with shaggy 

neck feathers. Two color morphs: dark 
morph (all slaty and reddish brown) and 
scarcer white morph. Unlike Little Blue 

Heron, these are not age-related: the 
birds are dark or light for life. Photo By 

Riekie Roncinske
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Port Aransas 
Pioneer RV

Stripes on 1A

Kody’s

Coffee Waves

Moby Dicks

IGA

Treasure Island

San Juan’s Restaurant

Wash Tub

Shorty’s Place

Gratitude

The Gaff  
Red's Riviera

Sounds Good BBQ

Spanky's Liquor

Beach Lodge

Ellis Memorial 
Library

Bernie's Beach House

Flour Bluff
H.E.B.

Ethyl Everly 
Senior Center

North Padre

Where to Find The 
Island Moon

All Stripes Stores
Black Sheep/

Barrel
CVS 

Dollar General
Doc’s Restaurant

Snoopy’s Pier
Isle Mail N More

Island Italian 
Brooklyn Pie Co.

Ace Hardware
Texas Star (Shell)

Spanky's 
Scuttlebutt’s 
Restaurant

Subway
Island Tire

Padre Pizzeria
And all Moon 

retail advertisers
WB Liquor
Island IGA

Island Fitness
My Coastal Home

Letters to the Editor

Real Estate cont. from A1

Vote cont. from A1 Voting cont. from A1
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Sandfest cont. from A1
 

Interior Lot Homes Sold
13990 Jacktar
15529 Dyna Street
������/DI¿WH�'ULYH
15737 Cuttysark Street
13850 Longboat Drive
15417 Escapade Street
15861 Punta Espada Loop
14010 Rudder Court
15817 Gypsy Street
13741 Hawksnest Bay Drive
 
 60 Interior Lot Homes Listed From 
$349,900.00 To $925,000.00
 

Waterfront Condominiums/
Townhomes/Duplexes Sold

14802 Windward Drive #114
14434 East Cabana Street #215
������-DFN¿VK�$YHQXH
 
 78 Waterfront Condominiums/Townhomes/
Duplexes Listed From $130,000.00 To 
$1,030,200.00 
 
Interior Condominiums/Town-

homes/Duplexes Sold

14721 Whitecap Blvd. #365
14721 Whitecap Blvd. #341
15650 Cruiser Street Unit A
13970 Fortuna Bay Drive Unit B
 
98 Interior Condominiums/Townhomes/
Duplexes Listed From $167,500.00 To 
$699,999.00
 

Waterfront Lot Sold
14817 Granada Drive
 
 17 Waterfront Lots Listed From 
$280,000.00 to $2,550,000.00
 

Interior Lots Sold
15834 Gypsy Street
15841 Portillo Street
 
 41 Interior Lots Listed From $85,000.00 to 
$1,500,000.00
 

Commercial Lots
 14 Commercial Lots Listed From 
$179,500.00 to $3,500,000.00

 

Padre Island 
�� Ethel Eyerly Senior Center 654 

Graham Rd. in Flour Bluff 
�� Port Aransas Community Center 

408 N. Alister St. in Port Aransas. 
Who is running…

7KH�¿OLQJ�SHULRG�IRU�WKH�WKUHH�VHDWV�KDV�
closed with eleven running for three seats 
on the board with candidates split into the 
three separate races with four candidates in 
two races and three in the third. Voters can 
choose one candidate in each of the three 
races. The new law requires that the winner 
in each race get a majority of votes making 
it likely there will be a runoff in some of 
the places. The candidates are as follows, in 
ballot order.

Place 1
Tony Alcoser
Floyd “Andy” Anderson
James Magill
Mark Lawing Sr.

Place 2
Joseph E. Titlebaum
John M. Cudd
Corbett “Butch” Pool

Place 3
Ed Bennett
Glenna Elliff
Shirley “Mayday” Madej
Ken L. Baker

and Semi-Pro Awards will be announced at 
5:15 p.m. on Sunday followed by a perfor-
PDQFH�E\�WKH�6SD]PDWLFV��

Monday April 15
Activities kickoff at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
April 15 with Private sand-sculpting lessons 
by Andy Hancock followed by a demon-
stration of sandcastle building , followed by 
private sand-sculpting lessons at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday  and each day throughout the week. 
Texas SandFest began in 1997 as a small 
local competition for sand sculptors to 
VKRZFDVH�WKHLU�DELOLWLHV�DQG�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�
by the Port Aransas Art Center, formerly the 
Art Center for the Islands. It is held every 
year in Port Aransas over a weekend in 
April.  Some volunteer spots are still avail-
able. For more information see the website 
at https://www.portaransas.org. 

Disfunction at the PIPOA

By Marvin Jones, Past PIPOA Board Pres-
ident
The New Board President quits the Board 
after three days.
The PIPOA’s bylaws (the governing 
document that controls the process and 
procedures of the Board) were ignored and 
violated by the Board. On March 23, 2024, 
the Member’s Annual Meeting and the 
Board’s Annual Meeting were scheduled 
with appropriate announcements as
required by the bylaws. Unfortunately, the 
Board’s Annual Meeting (required to hap-
pen immediately after the Member’s Annual 
Meeting) was ignored by the Board. The 
sole purpose of the Board’s annual meeting 
LV�WR�HOHFW�RI¿FHUV�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU��7KDW�
is, the Board at this meeting elects the Presi-
dent, Vice President, Treasurer, and Sec-
retary. This process usually takes no more 
than 15 minutes. Apparently, some members 
of the Board wanted to go to the Yacht
Club boat show instead of having the 
board’s annual meeting. The result of not 
electing Board members was the PIPOA had 

QR�RI¿FHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�7UHDVXU-
er. The bylaws do not provide an alternative 
PHWKRG�WR�VHOHFW�WKH�RI¿FHUV�VKRXOG�WKH�
annual board meeting not happen.
At the PIPOA’s Board’s regularly scheduled 
Board meeting on Tuesday, March 26, 2024, 
WKH�%RDUG�FRQGXFWHG�DQ�HOHFWLRQ�IRU�RI¿FHUV��
:HOO��KHUH�ZH�JR�DJDLQ��(OHFWLQJ�RI¿FHUV�
at any meeting requires advance notice on 
the agenda. There was no advance notice 
on the agenda, which is a violation of State 
/DZ��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�RI¿FHUV�ZDV�
invalid.
Apparently, the Board learned of their mis-
deeds and held a Special Board Meeting via 
Zoom on Thursday, April 4, 2024, at 4:00 
PM. This was not an in-person meeting by 
the Board but a Zoom meeting that allowed 
members to dial in. Sandy Graves and I 
dialed in to watch this meeting. I do not 
believe that any other members attended the 
meeting, and it was not recorded for Face-
book. The Board elected Herb Bradley as 
President, Steve Brown as Vice President,
Ray Singleton as Treasurer, and Tom Gotte-
PROOHU�DV�6HFUHWDU\��7KH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�2I¿-
FHU¶V�HOHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�UHTXLUHV�RI¿FHUV�WR�EH�
elected at the Annual Board Meeting, comes 
into question. In this case, the Annual Board 
meeting never happened--- Oh, but wait, 
there is more! On Monday, April 8, 2024, at 
approximately 8:00 AM, the newly elected 
President Herb Bradley resigned as Presi-
dent and resigned from the PIPOA Board. 
President Herb Bradley only lasted three 
days. You have to wonder what happened 
to make him quit over the weekend. On that 
Monday night, the Board held a meeting in 
WKH�3,32$�RI¿FH��$W�WKLV�PHHWLQJ��LW�ZDV�

decided that Steve Brown, the Vice Pres-
ident, would be the new President. This 
meeting was unscheduled and unannounced. 
Thus, it is a secret and illegal meeting per 
State Law. Steve Brown cannot be elected 
President without a scheduled, announced, 
and open Board Meeting. I think the mem-
bers are entitled to an explanation as to why 
this group of Board members has shredded 
the bylaws and Texas State Law.
In the last year, four Board members have 
resigned, and the entire original Architectur-
al Control Committee (ACC) has resigned. 
Two Board members who were eligible to 
run for reelection did not. Two ACC Coor-
dinators resigned. Currently, there is not an 
ACC Coordinator. All three of the inspec-
tors resigned and have not been replaced. 
7KH�3,32$�KDV�RQO\�WZR�RI¿FH�VWDII
PHPEHUV�OHIW��7KH�UHFHSWLRQLVW�LV�¿OOLQJ�
in for the ACC, and the remaining Admin 
is doing everything else. There must be a 
reason why all the above people have been 
leaving the PIPOA. I believe it is time to 
begin a discussion. I am saying that we 
only need to begin a discussion about doing 
away with the PIPOA. The bulkheads, boat 
ramps, and other common areas, including 
the canal bottoms, could be transferred to 
a quasi-government management district. 
This district could maintain the bulkheads 
and raise bond money in the event of a natu-
ral disaster. Certain aspects of the covenants 
could be replicated in the City Code and 
enforced by the City. The discussion on this 
should be open to everyone. This change 
would not be a simple matter. I am neither 
for nor against this change, but I do believe 
it is time for a discussion. What say you?

District Attorney
48% 860 votes Jimmy Granberry 
33% 599 votes Kristi Britt
18% 170 votes James Sales
(Runoff: Granberry/Sales 

Port Aransas
693 votes cast
3307 registered voters 21% turnout

Presidential
74% 509 votes Presidential Donald J. 
Trump 
21% 140 votes Nikki Haley 
1.7% 12 votes Ron DeSantis
1% 7 votes Chris Christie 
.4% 3 votes Asa Hutchinson 
2.5% 17 votes Uncommitted 

U.S. Senate
87% 589�YRWHV�7HG�&UX]

U.S. Rep. District 27
60% 376 votes Michael Cloud
20% 129 votes Scott Mandel
16% 103 votes Chris Mapp  

3.5% 22 votes Luis A. Espindola 

District Attorney
40% 230 votes Jimmy Granberry  
33% 189 votes Kristi Britt
27% 158 votes James Sales
  

Democrat
Padre Island
8459 total registered Island voters
342 (4%) total votes cast

Port Aransas
3307 Total registered voters
111 (3.3%) total votes cast 
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Stuff I Heard on the Island
By Dale Rankin

By Dotson Lewis 

Senior Moments Special to The Island Moon

Facts That Everyone Should 
Know About the Civil War

April 12, 2024

I had a call from a free-lance reporter friend 
from San Antonio last week asking what, 
if anything is going on in Corpus Christi? 
I began to run through a litany of projects 
and developments across the Coastal Bend; 
$50 billion in new development at the Port 
of Corpus Christi, a new Harbor Bridge, 
deepening of the ship channel, two billion 
in new development on Padre Island, Port 
Aransas running out of land to build on, a 
regional parkway, a second causeway to 
Padre Island, struggling to get more direct 
ÀLJKWV�IURP�WKH�DLUSRUW��ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
military, convention center losing money, 
downtown struggling but showing signs 
RI�OLIH��QR�WUDI¿F�WR�VSHDN�RI��D�VPDOO�EXW�
JURZLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\��SROLWLFDO�LQ¿JKWLQJ��VL[�
percent tax increase every year, overall an 
insular town starting to grow in spite of 
itself doing its best to get out of its own way 
but without a plan for doing so…
“Sounds like San Antonio in the ‘80s” he 
said, and it started me thinking…he was 
right. 

First you need a plan 
In May 1983 I attended a press confer-
ence announcing the launch of what came 
to be known as Target ’90 Goals for San 
Antonio. At the time it just seemed like 
another Chamber of Commerce operation 
in backslapping and boosterism, but as 
WKLQJV�GHYHORSHG�DQG�LQ�KLQGVLJKW�,�UHDOL]H�
LW�ZDV�DQ�KLVWRULF�PRPHQW�WKDW�KDV�UDPL¿-
cations still rolling through that vibrant and 
growing city today. The idea was simple; 
JDWKHU�SURIHVVLRQDOV�IURP�HYHU\�¿HOG�±�FRQ-
struction, city planning, business, banking, 
sports, military, tourism, hoteliers, the arts, 
downtown Riverwalk retailers and subur-
ban wrap-around shopping center builders. 
Mix in representatives from the Westside of 
WRZQ�ZKHUH�ÀRRGLQJ�DQG�MREV�ZHUH�WKH�PDLQ�
FRQFHUQV��WR�¿QDQFLHUV�SXVKLQJ�VN\VFUDSHUV�
up all over the city – and task the group 
with coming up with a comprehensive plan 
that transcended politics and self-interest 
by the end of the decade that would be the 
overarching blueprint for everything from 
]RQLQJ�UXOHV�DQG�ERQG�SDFNDJHV��WR�URDGV��
taxing, legislative initiatives, tourism, and 
ultimately for attracting and developing 
attractions that would address the com-
mon complaints from those in the tourism 
business – how to get visitors to the city to 
spend more than one or two days when they 
visit and to visit during the shoulder season 
outside the normal summer season, and how 
to scale improvements to the downtown 
convention center to match realistic growth 
and changes in the convention business. 
Does any of that sound familiar?

Start with a vision
The vision came from then Mayor Henry 
Cisneros who saw that the way forward for 
the city was to get two of the major political 
bases that had traditionally been at odds 
to see that working together they could all 
EHQH¿W�±�DQ�LQFRPLQJ�WLGH�ZRXOG�UDLVH�DOO�
boats. Generally speaking those two groups 
ZHUH�WKH�/HDJXH�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�&LWL]HQV�
DQG�&LWL]HQV�2UJDQL]HG�IRU�3XEOLF�6HUYLFH�
ZKR�UHSUHVHQWHG�FLWL]HQV�ZKRVH�VWUHHWV�DQG�
KRPHV�ÀRRGHG�ZLWK�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�UDLQIDOO�DQG�
who sought good jobs for their community 
and who saw the business community as 
their antithesis. The business community 
which had traditionally been dominated by 
old money who saw the other group as un-
realistic and frankly in the way of progress 
– at least as they saw progress.
Cisneros correctly saw that if the two 
groups, and others, could all come together 
under a common plan big things could hap-
pen and he tapped respected political leader 
and businessman Nelson Wolfe to head the 
project and the group got busy. They broke 
their project into pieces and assigned the 
task of coming up with each piece of the 
plan to those in the related industries with 
an oversight committee to monitor progress 
and keep each group pulling in the same di-
rection. I won’t belabor the outcome except 
to give short list of things that resulted from 
that plan. 

The results…
The most obvious was the Alamodome, 
built with a sales tax not unlike the one we 
are about to see for the second time on a 
ballot here in Corpus Christi this Novem-
ber. The dome was built with an expiring 
sales tax that paid for the dome before it 
was built and kept the San Antonio Spurs 
from leaving the city. Fiesta Texas, now 
known as Six Flags Fiesta Texas turned an 
abandoned stone quarry into a theme park 
which spawned a golf course that eventually 
played host to the Texas Open and which 
was funded by USAA insurance with the 
help of the city’s business community and 
provided jobs for people who needed them. 
SeaWorld San Antonio which sprang up in 
DQ�RSHQ�¿HOG�D�ORQJ�ZD\�IURP�GRZQWRZQ�
was done with the help of the land develop-

ment community. Much needed Riverwalk 
UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�FDPH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�FRPSUH-
hensive planning for downtown. I lived on 
the Riverwalk at the time and old buildings 
could be had for pennies on the dollar but 
half a decade later construction cranes 
became the symbol of a growing downtown 
that led to what we see there today. The 
expansion of the University of Texas San 
Antonio into a downtown campus revived 
a dead spot in the downtown area. When 
Kelly Air Force Base was shut down the 
structure and initiative that sprung from 
Target ’90 turned it into a thriving public/
private partnership that averted what could 
have been a disaster for the city. 
The tourism industry was built on a three-
legged stool; expanded air service and 
airport, hotels and downtown convention 
facilities properly scaled, and the kind of 
attractions that would extend the length of 
stay for visitors. Again, does this sound fa-
miliar? Target ’90 brought all of those items 
under one comprehensive roof and provided 
a way forward that placed San Antonio on 
the short list of great American cities.  

A Corpus connection
Assistant City Manager David Garcia was 
involved with bringing all of those elements 
into a cohesive plan under Project ’90 and 
he began with the airport; it doesn’t matter 
what you build if they can’t get here. The 
project was successful to the point that 
the City of Corpus Christi hired Garcia as 
City Manager in the 1990s to come to town 
and repeat the process here and once again 
he began with the airport. He was in the 
SURFHVV�RI�SXVKLQJ�WKURXJK�D�¿QDO�SODQ�IRU�
development of what is now the American 
Bank Center when…here it comes…polit-
LFDO�LQ¿JKWLQJ�LQ�&RUSXV�&KULVWL�VDZ�KLP�
OHDYH�MXVW�DV�WKH�¿QDO�WRXFKHV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�
SXW�RQ�WKH�¿QDQFLQJ�IRU�WKH�$%&�DQG�WKH�
SODQ�WKDW�ZDV�¿QDOO\�SXW�LQ�SODFH�OHG�XV�WR�
WKH�DQQXDO�����PLOOLRQ�GH¿FLW�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�
funding there today and has left us strug-
gling with the same questions faced two 
decades ago. What to build and how to pay 
for it? 

Parable of the crabs
So what is the lesson to be learned? As 
we discussed the similarities between San 
Antonio in the 1980s and Corpus Christi in 
the 2020s my reporter friend mentioned the 
Parable of the Crabs that has long dominat-
ed South Texas politics and stood stridently 
in the way of progress here as the rest of our 
VWDWH�KDV�ÀRXULVKHG��)RU�WKRVH�XQIDPLOLDU�LW�
JRHV�OLNH�WKLV��7KHUH�LV�D�¿VKHUPDQ�ZKR�KDV�
two buckets of crabs, one with a lid and one 
without. 
“Why don’t you need a lid on that bucket,” 
WKH�¿VKHUPDQ�ZDV�DVNHG��
“Well, that bucket with the lid is full of 
crabs that have learned they can all escape if 
they help each other get out of the bucket,” 
he said. “That other bucket is the Corpus 
bucket. Every time one of those crabs is 
about to escape another crab pulls him back 
into the bucket.”
If there is a lesson here it seems to me it is 
that growth is happening all around us but 
there is no overarching plan or goal that 
ties it all together. This muddling through 
approach keeps each new project in its own 
silo and if there is any continuity it is by 
happy accident. Corpus Christi has never 
had a visionary leader that ties the goals of 
the community together the way the Target 
’90 did and we have reached a point where 
it is greatly needed. Otherwise we suffer the 
slings and arrows of outrageous random-
ness. The political election cycle we now 
¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�VHHPV�OLNH�D�JRRG�SODFH�
to begin in contemplation and planning for 
what our future is going to look like. We 
are passing regular record budgets without 
a comprehensive county-citywide plan for 
how to spend them.  
Where and who is the visionary who can 
provide us with Target 2030: Goals for 
Corpus Christi? 

Senior Moments Special to the Island Moon

Facts That Everyone Should Know About 
the Civil War

Dotson’s Note: The Civil War* profound-
ly shaped the United States as we know 
it today. Nevertheless, the war remains 
one of the most misunderstood events in 
American history. Here are some basic facts 
you should know about America’s crucial 
struggle. Thanks to Joseph Hall Clark, my 
grandfather, for many of the facts contained 
in this report, and thanks to the Library of 
Congress for the graphics.

The American Civil War was fought from 
1862 and 1865.  between the United States 
of America and the Confederate States 
of America, a collection of eleven south-
ern states that left the Union in 1860 and 
������7KH�FRQÀLFW�EHJDQ�SULPDULO\�DV�D�
result of the long-standing agreement over 
the institution of slavery.
 On February 9, 1861, Jefferson Davis, a 
former U.S. Senator and Secretary of War, 
was elected President of the Confederate 
States of America by the members of the 
Confederate constitutional convention.  Af-
WHU�IRXU�EORRG\�\HDUV�RI�FRQÀLFW��WKH�8QLWHG�
States defeated the Confederate States. In 
the end, the states that were in rebellion 
were readmitted to the United States, and 
the institution of slavery was abolished na-
tion-wide.
Abraham Lincoln was the President of the 
United States during the Civil War. He grew 
up in a log cabin in Kentucky and worked 
as a shopkeeper and a lawyer before enter-
ing politics in the 1840s.  Alarmed by his 
anti-slavery stance, seven southern states 
seceded soon after he was elected presi-
dent in 1860, with four more states to soon 
follow.  Lincoln declared that he would do 
everything necessary to keep the United 
States united as one country. 
+H�UHIXVHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VWDWHV�
as an independent nation and the Civil War 
erupted in the spring of 1861.  On January 
1, 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which freed the slaves in the 
areas of the country that “shall then be in 
rebellion against the United States.” The 
Emancipation Proclamation laid the ground-
work for the eventual freedom of slaves 
across the country.  Lincoln won re-election 
in 1864 against opponents who wanted 
to sign a peace treaty with the southern 
states.  On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was shot 
by assassin John Wilkes Booth, a southern 
V\PSDWKL]HU��$EUDKDP�/LQFROQ�GLHG�DW������
am the next morning. 

Abraham Lincoln in 1865

 The issues of slavery and central power 
divided the United States. Slavery was 
concentrated mainly in the southern states 
by the mid-19th century, where slaves 
were used as farm laborers, artisans, and 
house servants. Chattel slavery formed the 
backbone of the largely agrarian southern 
economy.  In the northern states, industry 
largely drove the economy. Many people in 
the north and the south believed that slavery 
was immoral and wrong, yet the institution 
remained, which created a large chasm on 

the political and social landscape. South-
erners felt threatened by the pressure 
of northern politicians and “abolitionists,” 
ZKR�LQFOXGHG�WKH�]HDORW�-RKQ�%URZQ��DQG�
claimed that the federal government had 
no power to end slavery, impose certain 
taxes, force infrastructure improvements, 
RU�LQÀXHQFH�ZHVWHUQ�H[SDQVLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�
wishes of the state governments. 
While some northerners felt that southern 
politicians wielded too much power in the 
House and the Senate and that they would 
never be appeased. Still, from the earli-
est days of the United States through the 
antebellum years, politicians on both sides 
RI�WKH�PDMRU�LVVXHV�DWWHPSWHG�WR�¿QG�D�
compromise that would avoid the splitting 
of the country, and ultimately avert a war. 
The Missouri Compromise, the Compro-
mise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, 
and many others, all failed to steer the 
country away from secession and war. In 
the end, politicians on both sides of the 
aisle dug in their heels. Eleven states left 
the United States in the following order 
and formed the Confederate States of 
America: South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisi-
ana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, North 
Carolina, and Tennessee.
The Civil War began when Southern troops 
bombarded Fort Sumter, South Carolina. 
When the southern states seceded from 
the Union, war was still not a certainty. 
Federal forts, barracks, and naval ship-
yards dotted the southern landscape. Many 
5HJXODU�$UP\�RI¿FHUV�FOXQJ�WHQDFLRXVO\�
to their posts, rather than surrender their 
facilities to the growing southern military 
presence. President Lincoln attempted 
to resupply these garrisons with food 
and provisions by sea. The Confederacy 
learned of Lincoln’s plans and demanded 
that the forts surrender under threat of 
force.  When the U.S. soldiers refused, 
South Carolinians bombarded Fort Sum-
ter in the center of Charleston harbor.  
After a 34-hour battle, the soldiers inside 
the fort surrendered to the Confederates.  
Legions of men from north and south 
UXVKHG�WR�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�ÀDJV�LQ�WKH�HQVX-
ing patriotic fervor. 

Above, bombardment of Fort Sumter, 
Charleston Harbor, 12th & 13th of April, 
1861.

The North had more men and war mate-
rials than the South. At the beginning of 
the Civil War, 22 million people lived in 
the North and 9 million people (nearly 
4 million of whom were slaves) lived 
in the South.  The North also had more 
money, more factories, more horses, more 
railroads, and more farmland. On paper, 
these advantages made the United States 
much more powerful than the Confederate 
States. 
*My grandfather called it “The War of 
Northern Aggression.”

Dotson’s Other Note: The Confederates 
ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ�GHIHQVLYHO\�RQ�WHUULWRU\�WKDW�
they knew well. They also had the advan-
tage of the sheer size of the Southern Con-
federacy. Which meant that the northern 
armies would have to capture and hold 
vast quantities of land across the south. 
Still, too, the Confederacy maintained 
some of the best ports in North America, 
including New Orleans, Charleston, Mo-
bile, Norfolk, and Wilmington. Thus, the 
Confederacy was able to mount a stubborn 
resistance. The weekly Veterans Round 
Table meetings are on Thursdays 9-11AM.  
All veterans, their families and anyone in-
terested in veterans’ activities, are invited. 
The meeting location is at Del Mar Col-
lege, Center for Economic Development, 
3209 S. Staples. (Across from Ray High 
School). Also, the Veterans Radio Round 
Table is on the air on KEYS AM 1440 & 
98.7 FM, 8 – 10 a.m., Saturdays.  Please 
listen and call in or text.  The listener/text 
line is: 361-882-5397. It’s your two hours; 
please let us hear from you.  
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Charcuterie board

History cont. from A1

Three large sand crabs had come into our 
tent sometime during the night. They were 
crawling around Ida’s feet and she let out a 
scream. We didn’t know what they were at 
¿UVW��DQG�WKRXJKW�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�GDQJHURXV��
I picked up my hat to chase them out and 
IRXQG�D�VPDOO�OL]DUG��,W�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�
see, the crabs with their eyeballs on antenna 
that extended from the top of their heads 
DQG�WKH�OL]DUG�GDUWLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�DPRQJ�
them. They would hide in corners when we 
WULHG�WR�FKDVH�WKHP�RXW��:H�¿QDOO\�WXUQHG�
Frack (the dog) loose and he managed to 
hound out visitors out the door. 
While mentioning visitors, we found dog-
like footprints in the sand outside out tent. 
,GD�DQG�,�¿JXUHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�FR\RWH�
tracks so we kept close watch on Frack at 
night when he was outside. About noon we 
started exploring the sand dunes behind 
our camp. Some were as high as 35 feet. 
:H�VHDUFKHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�WLGDO�ÀDWV�EHKLQG�
the dunes. Sahara would have been a better 
name for this island because it was the same 
as the desert. You could see images of water 
pools that turned out to be nothing but sun 
UHÀHFWLRQV��7KH�HQWLUH�LVODQG�KDG�D�VLOHQW�
and eerie feeling about it. Ida and I decided 
to head back toward out camp because the 
sky was getting dark and rain look likely. 
On the way back we found an old dark 
green bottle with a round bottom. No doubt 
a hurricane had blown it ashore from some 
old ship that had gone down at sea.

Spanish reale 
We had just made it back to camp when 
D�KHDY\�ZLQG�KLW�ZLWK�WHUUL¿F�IRUFH��'DUN�
Clouds were rolling and churning toward 
us, and the sand was blowing so strong it 
ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VHH��:H�FUDZOHG�LQWR�WKH�
Jeep because we felt the tent might not hold 
up in that strong wind. It didn’t. The sides 
buckled in and the whole thing collapsed. 
The weight of our gear inside kept the tent 
from blowing away. I’d suggest that anyone 
planning a trip to Padre Island have a tent 
ZLWK�]LSSHU�ZLQGRZ��2XUV�ZDV�HTXLSSHG�
ZLWK�WLH�GRZQ�ZLQGRZ�ÀDSV�DQG�ZKHQ�D�
wind came along it blew sand inside. Our 
food and drink and bedding always had 
sand in it.
The following day we started exploring 
the beach near the water with our Fisher 
M-Scope metal detectors. Ida soon heard a 
slight pitch in her detector earphones. Dig-
ging down into the sand about three inches, 
she let out al yell. She found a Spanish four 
reale silver coin that was more than 400 
\HDUV�ROG��7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�FRLQV�PLQWHG�
in the New World. Within minutes we had 
found a two-reale coin with P.I. marked on 
it. I now understand it is very rare, and one 
RI�¿UVW�FRLQV�PDGH�LQ�&RUWH]¶V�SDODFH�LQ�
Mexico City in 1536. 
All of these coins were hand minted and the 
excess silver carved from the edges when 
weighted on a small scale. This explained 
why each was not perfectly round. It was an 
experience in itself to hold a coin that had 
been on the ship with the Spanish soldiers 
and sailors who had perished on this island 
400 years earlier. Almost every day that 
we went to the area where we found the 
coins we found others. While we sometimes 
GLGQ¶W�¿QG�DQ\WKLQJ��ZH�IHOW�WKDW�ZH�KDG�
found a real “hot spot.”
We were told that the weather changes the 
beach and sand dune landmarks constant-
ly, so Ida and I drew a mileage map of the 
location where we had found the coins and 
RWKHU�LWHPV�RI�LQWHUHVW��¿JXULQJ�VRPHGD\�WR�
return to look again. 

Portuguese man-o-war
We had two theories to answer the question 
RI�ZKHUH�WKH�FRLQV�FDPH�IURP��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�
that we were walking right over a shipwreck 
buried deep in the sand. As the waves would 
come and go, sand would wash away from 
the banks bringing the coins into view. The 
second theory was that a ship or ships were 
just a stone’s throw, or less, from shore. The 
constant wave action hitting the beach plus 
the tide going in and out, would bring coins 
to the surface.
One day when the weather was nice I 
decided to test the theory about the ships 
being right offshore. I waded out past the 
¿UVW�GURS�RII�OHGJH��ZKLFK�LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
three to four feet deep. I wasn’t in the water 
very long before I felt a burning sensation 
in my left ankle then my right ankle started 
WR�EXUQ��DQG�,�IHOW�D�WHUUL¿F�SDLQ��/RRNLQJ�
down I saw a long striped blue tendril that 
looked like a piece of seaweed. Reaching 
down to pull it off my ankles, I felt my 
hand start to turn. I ran back to the ten, 
Ida washed my ankles and hand with fresh 
water and Ida put a thick coating of salve 
RQ�WKHP��7KH�LPSURYLVHG�¿UVW�DLG�VHHPHG�WR�
work, but I was in real pain for about three 
hours. We didn’t know it at the time, but I 
KDG�P\�¿UVW�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�D�3RUWXJXHVH�
PDQ�RI�ZDU��RIWHQ�FDOOHG�D�MHOO\¿VK��

OTB
Going into our second week on the island, 
we decided a trip would have to be made 
WR�WKH�7H[DV�PDLQODQG��:H�¿JXUHG�LW�ZRXOG�
WDNH�D�JRRG�IRXU�RU�¿YH�KRXUV�WR�GULYH��2XU�
Jeep was rusting out very badly from being 
VWXFN�LQ�WKH�VDOW�ZDWHU�DQG�,�ZDQWHG�WR�¿QG�
out if our auto insurance would cover it. 
,�DOVR�ZDQWHG�WR�¿QG�RXW�LI�RXU�WUDYHOHU¶V�
checks could be reimbursed, and to make a 
YLVLW�WR�WKH�FRQVWDEOH¶V�RI¿FH�
I wanted to break camp and take Ida to town 
with me, but she would hear of it. If she and 
Frack stayed in camp she told me, I could 
make better time, get my business taken 
care of faster and return quicker. I didn’t 
like the idea of leaving her alone on the is-
land d overnight, but Ida insisted she would 
be alright. I left for town the next morning 
leaving Ida with plenty of food, water and 
P\�ULÀH��7KHUH�ZDVQ¶W�DQ\�GLI¿FXOW\�GULYLQJ�
back and I felt like pro at beach driving. I 
stayed overnight at a motel in town because 
it was getting late. It was hard falling sleep 
because worried about Ida. 
Early the next morning I dropped by the in-
VXUDQFH�DGMXVWHU¶V�RI¿FH�LQ�&RUSXV�&KULVWL��
+H�WHOHSKRQHG�WKH�$$$�RI¿FH�LQ�'HWURLW�
and the company agreed to pay the loss for 
my Jeep because of saltwater damage and 
would also take care of the towing bill. I 
was told to leave the Jeep at the adjuster’s 
RI¿FH�DQG�VKLS�RXU�EHORQJLQJV�EDFN�E\�
freight when we le3ft the island. My next 
stop was the Corpus Christi National Bank. 
,�VLJQHG�DQ�DI¿GDYLW�VWDWLQJ�WKH�DPRXQW�,�
had lost in traveler’s checks. They reim-
bursed me with a new book of checks. With 
my banking business completed, I went to 
WKH�FRQVWDEOH¶V�RI¿FH��+H�ZDVQ¶W�LQ�VR�,�OHIW�
the island. 

Headed home
Ida and Frack had encountered no prob-
lems while I had been gone. We spent the 
second week on the island and enjoyed 
it thoroughly. At the end of our time, we 
somewhat sadly packed out gear and started 
home.  We drove back to the mainland. We 
VWRSSHG�E\�WKH�FRQVWDEOH¶V�RI¿FH��+H�ZDV�
very nice and told us the towing people 
PLJKW�SUHVV�FKDUJHV�DERXW�WKH�ULÀH�LQFLGHQW�
and were concerned about their money. We 
told the constable they would be paid by 
my insurance company. We also told him 
KRZ�DQG�ZK\�WKH�ULÀH�ZDV�XVHG�DV�D�WKUHDW�
WR�VWRS�WKHP��7KH�RI¿FHU�NQHZ�WKH�WZR�PHQ�
an d told us the driver was on probation for 
assault and battery. He dropped the charges 
against us but gave us a good talking to.
While we were on the island three men had 
been shot for no apparent reason and this is 
why the authorities were getting strict about 
¿UHDUPV��,GD�DQG�,�MXVW�ORRNHG�DW�HDFK�RWKHU��
She had been alone on the island!
Our next step was to get plane reservations. 
We had all our gear crated and shipped 
back to Michigan. Our Jeep was left at the 
LQVXUDQFH�DGMXVWHU¶V�RI¿FH�DQG�KH�GURYH�XV�
to the airport.
I would like to point out that we did not 
have enough money to pay for the plane 
tickets and the insurance adjuster loaned 
us what we needed to get home. As we left 
DQG�VWDUWHG�À\LQJ�RYHU�WKH�ELJ�FRXQWU\�RI�
Texas I started recalling a few of the many 
incidents that happened to us on Padre 
Island; of Clyde and his wife who camped 
with us a few days. Clyde sure looked like 
an old prospector with his long grey beard 
and pot belly. He was the type of man that 
would help you out all he could and not 
expect anything in return. He bummed so 
many cigarettes off me that I lost count, but 
you couldn’t help but like him. Clyde and 
his wife came to Padre in such a beat-up old 
wreck of a car that I just couldn’t imagine 
how they made it to start with. They left the 
island at the same time we did.
Another time a retired U.S. Air Force 
captain camped below us and did a little 
treasure hunting. He was leaving when his 
9RONVZDJHQ�EURNH�GRZQ��+H�ZDONHG�¿YH�
miles back to our camp to ask for help. We 
drove back to his car and found his coil was 
shot and he didn’t have a spare. I sued by 
CB radio and contacted one of the captain’s 
friend on the mainland. He brought out 
spare parts.
Ida and I would like to return to Padre Is-
land again. We found all kinds of interesting 
things. While  searching with my metal de-
tector I uncovered a small oval-shaped item 
that may have come off a ship long ago. It 
had around, shiny mother of pearl on each 
side. No one seems to know what it is.
We could go on and on about the interest-
LQJ�WKLQJV�\RX�¿QG�DQG�VHH��%XW�ZH�IHHO�
our true adventure should come to an end 
by summing it up that we had a wonderful 
time on Padre Island – even though we did 
HQFRXQWHU�VRPH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�

I’m a participant in some of the food-related 
spaces on Reddit. And boy, are those haunts 
a hotbed of group-think, useless conventional 
wisdom, and just plain wrongness. Of course 
there are others like me on Reddit: we are pros-
HO\WL]HUV�RI�IRRG�IDFW��HPLVVDULHV�RI�WKH�UHDO�GHDO��
and straight salad shooters. Or so I maintain to 
assuage the embarrassment I suffer from having 
numerous pedantic proclivities. TikTok likewise 
seems to have an ethos of echo-chamber virality 
for anything that can be portrayed in a short 
video about food. I don’t dare get on TikTok 
unless it’s just to post a video of me pumping 
D�FOHQFKHG�¿VW�DQG�\HOOLQJ�³JHW�RII�P\�ODZQ�´�
Fortunately, I have my own food column which I 
can use to shed light on some things.

Charcuterie is a French word for a place that 
sells cured meats and also refers to the food-
stuffs sold there. Over time, the meaning has 
evolved to include any meat items that may be 
served cold - even such uncured specialties as 
rillettes or pâté. Charcuterie is not any old thing 
whatsoever one happens to serve on a board or 
a platter; common examples being cheese and 
fruit. These items are not charcuterie. Nor is that 
lovely selection of olives, artichoke hearts, and 
cornichons. Not even those deviled eggs, sorry. 
If your slab of wood is loaded-up with cheese 
and fruit alongside your meat, it is a snack board. 
Or a meat-cheese-and-fruit board if you like. If 
your board has seventeen forcemeats, a duck 
OHJ�FRQ¿W��D�EDOORWLQH�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�D�ZKROH�
lamb, one lone chunk of cheese, and a single 
medjool date … you might be able to get away 
with calling it a charcuterie board. You’d have to 
apply for special dispensation from the Char-
cuterie Police though. If you’re looking to skate 
on thin charcuterie ice, HMU - I just might know 
someone.

7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�PLVFRQFHSWLRQV�DERXW�¿VK�
processing, I don’t even know where to start. I 
KHDU�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�SURFODLP�WKDW�DOO�VHD�¿VK�LV�
IUR]HQ��3HULRG��$QG�WKLV�DEVROXWHO\�DOZD\V�IUR-
]HQ�¿VK�LV�RIWHQ�DGGLWLRQDOO\�DVVHUWHG�WR�KDYH�
EHHQ�IUR]HQ�RQ�WKH�ERDW�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�FDXJKW��:H�
here in The Coastal Bend have more insight, of 
course. But these notions the landlocked errantly 
subscribe to need to be corrected. Sure there are 
FRPPHUFLDO�¿VKHULHV�ZKHUH�WKH�¿VK�LV�IUR]HQ�RQ�
WKH�ERDW���DQG�WKLV�¿VK�PD\�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�JUHDW�
GHDO�RI�WKH�¿VK�VROG�DW�WKH�VHDIRRG�FRXQWHUV�
across America - but this is by no means the lay 
RI�WKH�ODQG��)UHVK��QHYHU�IUR]HQ�¿VK�LV�HDV\�WR�
come by. Here’s where all the confusion comes 
from: the FDA guidelines for the public serving 
RI�¿VK�WKDW�will be eaten raw or undercooked 
VWLSXODWHV�WKLV�¿VK�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�IUR]HQ�XQGHU�
VWULFW�JXLGHOLQHV�WKDW�FRYHU�VSHFL¿F�WLPHV�DQG�
temperatures. This is to kill parasites. There are 
exceptions: certain types of wild-caught tuna and 
DQ\�¿VK�WKDW�FDPH�IURP�DTXDFXOWXUH�WKDW�PHHWV�
VSHFL¿F�JXLGHOLQHV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�LW�ZDV�IDUP�UDLVHG��
These guidelines are for restaurants - not neces-
sarily individuals - although they are good to fol-
low. There is no federal mechanism for enforce-
ment although some more-local jurisdictions do 
adopt the guidelines as law. Finally, there is the 
³VXVKL�JUDGH´�¿VK�GHEDFOH��7KLV�KDV�QR�OHJDO�QRU�
industry-standard meaning. I suggest you ignore 
this made-up designation and develop your own 
DELOLW\�WR�MXGJH�WKH�TXDOLW\�DQG�IUHVKQHVV�RI�¿VK�
for yourself - or simply trust that ability if you 
already have it.

“Au jus” is another thing the French have given 
us Americans to obscenely misuse. The phrase 
translates to “with juice” and is a way a food 
is served - as in “roast beef au jus”. The liquid 
itself is simply jus. One doesn’t ask for “more au 
jus” but rather simply “more jus”. We can lay the 
blame for this being lost in translation squarely 
at the feet of one certain ubiquitous sandwich. 
The most common jus-related peccadillo is 
by far the chalkboard advertising the day’s 
special as “French Dip Sandwich with au jus”. 
Mmmmm! It comes with “with juice”!

Store-bought mayonnaise is not nearly as spoil-
prone as people believe. It is absolutely not the 
common culprit of foodborne illness that it has 
the reputation of being. Here’s the deal: mayo 
is acidic. It’s made with vinegar and/or lemon 
MXLFH�DQG�LV�SDVWHXUL]HG�EHIRUH�LW¶V�SXW�LQ�LWV�
container. Our microbial pals don’t groove on 
low-pH environments. Get this: the labels of 
VTXHH]H�ERWWOHV�RI�PD\R�GRQ¶W�HYHQ�VD\�WKH\�
have to be refrigerated after opening. Some even 
specify right on the label that refrigeration is 
not�UHTXLUHG��6TXHH]H�ERWWOH�PD\R�KDV�WKH�H[DFW�
same ingredients as the mayo that comes in the 
MDUV��:KDW�JLYHV"�7KH�VTXHH]H�ERWWOHV�GLVSHQVH�
the contents without opening the container 
and without us poking around in there with a 
utensil thus greatly reducing the exposure the 
contents have to microbes. So what’s the best 
store-bought mayo and why is it Hellmann’s? No 
VHULRXVO\��4XLW�HI¿Q¶�DURXQG�ZLWK�WKDW�'XNH¶V��
In a blind taste-test between Hellmann’s and 
Duke’s, many avowed Duke’s devotees chose 
Hellmann’s. So make the switch before you 
have frittered your mayo-munching life away for 
naught. And don’t even get me started on generic 
brands or - GASP! - Miracle Whip.

The melting of cheese seems to be a near-uni-
YHUVDO�GLI¿FXOW\�IRU�WKH�KRPH�FRRN��2I�FRXUVH�
the problem is solved if you’re willing to use 
Velveeta or any of the other various “processed 
cheese food products”. If you’re interested in 
working with real cheese, read on. 

When making a food that only contains melted 
cheese as one of the ingredients, it’s just a matter 
RI�FKRRVLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�FKHHVH��/RZ�PRLVWXUH�PR]-
]DUHOOD�IRU�SL]]D��2D[DFD�FKHHVH�IRU�TXHVDGLOODV��
and Longhorn for nachos, etc. If the dish is 
mostly just melted cheese, things get a little more 
GLI¿FXOW��%H�DZDUH�WKDW�\RXU�FKRLFH�RI�FKHHVH�LV�
still important. Hard cheeses like cheddar can 
EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�PHOW�ZLWKRXW�WKHP�JHWWLQJ�JUDLQ\�
or separating. Younger cheddar is slightly easier 
to work with than its aged bretheren. If we’re 
talking chile con queso, fondue, queso fundido, 
or even mac and cheese, there are a couple of 
approaches. The use of bechamel as a vehicle to 
help carry the melted cheese is commonly used. 
Another is the introduction of up to 3% calcium 
citrate. This chemically alters the interaction 
of the cheese’s proteins. If you need to make a 
smooth cheese sauce, look these techniques up 
online.

There’s plenty more where this came from. If 
you’ve got more Fables, Foibles, and Falsehoods 
that Foodies Fall For or if  I can ever help you 
with anything food-related, email me: 
theportaransascookbook@gmail.com

The Fables, Foibles, and Falsehoods that Foodies Fall For
By Chris Jordan
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Nature Notes

Drawing or painting can be a fun part of nature journaling. 
Photo credit: Gulf Coast Bird Observatory 

By Chris Schnurbusch
Nature Journaling

Welcome to April! This month brings rain 
and shine, various sunny skies and cloudy 
weather. Now is an excellent time to dust 
off your outdoor shoes and make the most 
of the nice weather. New activities are 
popping up left and right—look at pickle-
EDOO��$QRWKHU�DPD]LQJ�RXWGRRU�KREE\�WKDW¶V�
starting to gain more traction is nature 
journaling. Nature journaling is drawing or 
writing what you experience in nature. 
Whether you’ve heard of nature journal-
LQJ�EHIRUH�RU�WKLV�LV�\RXU�¿UVW�WLPH��QRZ�LV�
the perfect time to start the hobby! Grab 
your favorite art supplies and explore the 
outdoors. You can modify the process any 
ZD\�\RX�VHH�¿W�DQG�GHVLJQ�\RXU�MRXUQDO�
however you’d like. 
You can sketch what you’re seeing, doc-
ument various interactions, ask yourself 
deep questions, or anything else you’d like 
to do in your journal. It can be a fun way 
to engage in the outdoors and embrace the 
wind, or you can sit down and seriously 
contemplate your thoughts and emotions. 
The most important ‘rule’ in this new 
hobby is to have fun with it. This is your 
journal, so try not to compare yourself to 
others or let your fear of drawing some-
thing ‘bad,’ stand in your way. Artistic 
ability has no bearing on the hobby. 
You don’t need to get fancy or go far to 
¿OO�XS�\RXU�QDWXUH�MRXUQDO��$�ZDON�LQ�\RXU�
neighborhood is bound to yield interesting 
journaling topics. You can document the 
same location in all four seasons and note 
the changes between each time, journal 
about how a certain item inspired you that 
day, or delve deep into your emotions and 
discover what aspects of nature resonate 
with you. 

Personally, I like to use watercolors to paint 
birds I’ve seen during my walks and use 
pen to write what those species were up to 
or why I like them. If you’re still not sure 
about what to draw in your nature journal, 
online resources can provide prompts or 
examples to inspire you. 
It’s easy nowadays to become so absorbed 
in our technology that we lose our con-
QHFWLRQ�ZLWK�QDWXUH��,W�FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
WUXO\�UHÀHFW�LQZDUGV�RQ�RXUVHOYHV�LI�ZH�
never take the time to disconnect from our 
screens. The American Psychological Asso-
ciation says that spending time outdoors can 
decrease stress and promote better mental 
KHDOWK��3DLU�WKLV�ZLWK�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�FUH-
DWLYLW\��DQG�\RX¶OO�VHH�KRZ�EHQH¿FLDO�QDWXUH�
journaling can be. 
Feeling inspired yet? Great, grab your jour-
nal and get on out there! Discover what’s 
LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX��DQG�PD\EH�\RX¶OO�¿QG�
\RXUVHOI�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��,I�\RX�¿QG�\RXU-
self falling in love with the environment 
during this nature journal journey (which 
I hope you do), take the time to consider 
volunteering or getting involved in your 
local conservation communities. We here at 
the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory would be 
happy to have you! 
Come celebrate Earth Day at GCBO with a 
family nature journaling event on Saturday, 
April 20th at 3pm. Kimberly Ridley, author 
of Matagorda Magic: The Hidden Life of a 
Texas Bay, will teach families to delve 
into nature and make lasting memories in a 
nature journal. Materials will be provided, 
and we’d love to see you there! You can 
learn more about this and other events on 
our website, www.GCBO.org. 

BBB Tip
0LQLPL]LQJ�DQG�FRQWUROOLQJ�\RXU�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW

Spring season is a popular time for peo-
ple to refresh or redecorate living spaces 

inside or outside their homes. However, 
the one area many people overlook while 
decluttering isn’t the corner of a room or 
forgotten closet but their digital devices. 
Whether preferring to use a phone, laptop or 
tablet, consumers are turning to their digital 
devices to shop, bank and work, as well as 
connect with friends and family through 
social media every day. During each online 
session, every website visited, adver-
tisement watched, or product purchased 
contributes to a user’s digital footprint. That 
is why the National Cyber Security Alliance 
(NCSA) and Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
recommend consumers spend the time to 
include a digital cleaning routine in addition 
to refreshing their physical spaces.
A digital footprint (or digital shadow) is a 
record of an individual’s online activity that 
grows when they deliberately share some-
thing online or when websites and apps 
track their online activity. Registering email 
addresses with newsletters, subscriptions or 
memberships, downloading mobile apps, 
and sharing information over social media 
all contribute to a user’s digital footprint 
and provide the data advertising agencies 
use to create targeted campaigns. While 
this helps consumers receive information or 
advertisements tailored to their individual 
preferences or interests, it can also increase 
the risk of compromised personal informa-
tion.
Taking a few simple, preventative mea-
sures to safeguard personal information and 
UHGXFLQJPWKH�VL]H�RI�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW�
can prevent consumers from losing control 
of their data and experiencing identity theft.
Exercise good cybersecurity habits. Be-
FRPH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�¿YH�VWHS�DSSURDFK�
to cybersecurity: identify, protect, detect, 

respond and recover. Be cautious when in-
teracting with links received through email 
or social media. Make it a habit to check for 
the ‘lock’ icon in a website address that in-
dicates it is a secured system before making 
an online purchase. Protect your most vital 
accounts by enabling the strongest authen-
tication tools available, such as biometrics, 
security keys or a unique one-time code 
through an app on your mobile device.
Update your system and software: As sim-
ple as it is to click ‘remind me later’ when
QRWL¿HG�WKHUH�LV�DQ�XSGDWH�IRU�\RXU�FRPSXW-
er system, maintaining an up-to-date system 
is crucial. Having the most current soft-
ware, web browsers and operating systems 
is some of the easiest and fastest ways to 
protect your most sensitive assets.
%URZVHU�SULYDF\��0DQ\�ZHEVLWHV�XVH�¿OHV�
FDOOHG�FRRNLHV�WR�SHUVRQDOL]H�XVHU�H[SHUL-
ences and provide targeted ads. Website 
browsers, such as Chrome, Safari, Firefox 
and Microsoft Edge, allow users to adjust 
their privacy settings and delete or manage 
cookies. Changes made on one device do 
not carry over to other devices, so adjust 
these settings on any device you use to 
access the internet.
Smartphone privacy. Most mobile devices 
allow users to control whether they receive
targeted ads based on app usage and brows-
ing activity. Settings include: resetting
DGYHUWLVLQJ�LGHQWL¿HUV��WUDFNLQJ�FRQWURO��
ORFDWLRQ�FRQWURO�DQG�DG�SHUVRQDOL]DWLRQ��
Toggling these settings will change the 
permissions of apps and browsers used on 
a mobile device. The Digital Advertising 
Alliance and the Network Advertising 
Initiative also have free opt-out tools for 
consumers who wish to stop receiving 
targeted advertisements. Learn more about 
adjusting privacy settings for your devices 
at FTC.gov.

Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation 
Department to Host Job Fair 

On-the-Spot Interviews to Expedite Hiring Process
The Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation 
Department will host a job fair on Saturday, 
April 13, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 
Corpus Christi Gymnasium, located at 3202 
Cabaniss Parkway.
The department has over 130 part-time sum-
mer positions along with over 40 permanent 
positions available. Prospective employees 
PXVW�PHHW�FHUWDLQ�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��DQG�VRPH�
SRVLWLRQV�UHTXLUH�VSHFL¿F�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV��$W-
tendees should be prepared for on-the-spot 
interviews for most positions. Attendees 
under 18 will need a parent or guardian to 
be present.
Positions include
• Pool Lifeguards (Age 16 and old-
er)
• Gulf Beaches Lifeguards (Age 16 
and older)
• After-Hour Kid Power After 
School Program Staff (Age 18 and older)
• Senior Recreation Leader (Age 18 
and older)

• Park Technician I and II (Full 
time; Age 18 and older)
• Kitchen Worker (Full time; Age 
18 and older)
Job seekers must provide
�� 3LFWXUH�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ
• Proof of education (High School 
Diploma or G.E.D.)
• Social Security card or work card
• Résumé (Optional)
Applicants must pass a background check 
and pre-employment drug test. For full job 
descriptions with duties, go to the City Jobs 
website or contact the Parks & Recreation 
Department at 361-826-3460.
The Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation De-
partment is dedicated to providing quality, 
affordable enrichment programs for all ages 
and interests. For more information about 
the wide variety of programs and services 
offered by the department, visit www.
ccparkandrec.com. We invite everyone to 
Live. Learn. Play!

that protection from the seawall impacts the 
ÀRRG�LQVXUDQFH�UDWHV�RI�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�
from Commodores Drive to Encantada 
Avenue. We commend our District 4 City 
Councilman Dan Suckley for taking lead on 
addressing the issue and will have more as 
things develop. 

Turtle season

7KH�¿UVW�.HPS¶V�ULGOH\�VHDW�WXUWOH�QHVW�ZDV�
found this week at Padre Island National 
Seashore. We will have notices here for tur-
tle releases at PINS and at the Michael Ellis 
Seawall by the Texas Sealife Center as they 
are announced.

Property tax relief

The lobbyist for the City of Corpus Christi 
told the city council this week legislators in 
Austin are making plans for new laws in the 
2025 session that would eliminate property 
taxes for the Management and Operation 
of school districts across the state. The 
UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�PDMRU�
impact on the tax burden on Padre Island 
since that item makes up almost half of our 
property taxes. We will follow things as 
they develop. 

Home ownership
A study released this week by RentCafe 
found that Generation Zers in Corpus Chris-
ti face the highest gap in the state between 
owning and renting their place of residence. 
According to the study those born in the 
years between the mid-1960s and late 1970s 
face a bill of $76,800 when they move from 
renting to home ownership; the highest 
number of any city in Texas. 

Whoop it Up!
$QG�¿QDOO\�WKH�DQQXDO�6HDVKRUH�&KDUWHU�
Schools fundraiser Whoop it Up Is set for 
Saturday, May 4, at Marker 37 Marina. This 
is the big fundraiser for the Island’s charter 
schools and tickets are now on sale. We’ll 
see you there, in the meantime stay cool ev-
erybody and say hello if you see us Around 
The Island.
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Business Briefs
By Mary Craft
mkay512@aol.com

The Cuban restaurant at Marker 37 will have 
the covered patio along the trailer/commercial 
kitchen enclosed with air conditioning/heating 
but it will also be able to be opened up when 
the weather is nice. Chef Angel who has been at 
Snoopy’s for years and who was born in Cuba is 
working on the menu with his son Daniel who is 
currently in the kitchen at The Pearl and will be 
the chef at The Cuban. The building next door, 
that will have the indoor seating, is currently 
being remodeled.  Chef Luis who is the new 
executive chef will oversee all the restaurants at 
Sunset Island. He was a chef for over 20 years 
in Italy until Covid when he returned to his 
native Puerto Rico. Luis will be concentrating 
on The Cuban initially until it gets going and 
may add a couple of Puerto Rican dishes to the 
menu. Later he will be mainly at The Pearl. 
He took his culinary skills to Europe because 
colleagues he respected said that’s where they 
really know how to cook. He chose Italy over 
France because “In France they know how to 
PDNH�D�¿OHW�PLJQRQ�LQ����GLIIHUHQW�VDXFHV�EXW�LQ�
,WDO\�WKH\�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�PDNH�D�¿OHW�PLJQRQ����
different ways.”  When Luis posted his resume 
on ZipRecruiter he got offers from across the 
country but decided on Texas. “Then I saw 
Corpus Christi and that is “Body of Christ” and 
I am Catholic and it was like I was sent a mes-
sage.” His six and eight year old children will 
attend Seashore Learning Center. May 1st is the 
target date for The Cuban.

Calypso Drive & Dive at the old Sonic should 
be open by the end of April. It will have a full 
OLTXRU�EDU�ZLWK�VSHFLDOW\�FRFNWDLOV�DQG�IUR]HQ�
GULQNV��7KH�EXUJHUV�ZLOO�EH�IUHVK�QHYHU�IUR]HQ��
6KRXOG�EH�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�JUDE�IRRG�DQG�D�IUR]HQ�
Margarita on the way to the beach and it is golf 
cart accessible.  

Mother Clucker Farms will bring their fresh 
eggs to Champs Meat Market when they open, 
hopefully by June, in the old Donut Palace next 
to Island Cleaners. You will be able to purchase 
rainbow chicken eggs, duck eggs, quail eggs and 
pickled quail eggs. You know the eggs will be 
fresh because owner Daniel Graves is also the 
manager of the WB Liquors in the same strip 
center so delivery is no problem.

The Subway on the Island changed ownership 
a couple of months ago and there have been 
some positive changes. The breakfast menu is 
back and available most days all day and a deli 
meat slicer has been added so the meats are now 
freshly sliced. The hours have been extended to 9 
am - 10 pm daily. Manager Arturo is there onsite 
along with his mother, Lina, who has been there 
12 years so it now doesn’t really have the feel of 
a chain restaurant.

Tay by the Bay Dance Party will be held at 
Roberts Point Park in Port A on Friday, May 
10th 6 - 9 pm. There will be Taylor Swift themed 
SUL]HV�ZLWK�JDPHV�DQG�FRQWHVWV��(QMR\�UHIUHVK-
ments, a friendship bracelet and temporary 
tattoo station. It is presented by Port A Parks & 
Recreation and is free.

-DFN¿VK�$YHQXH�6WUHHW�3URMHFW�has moved to 
Phase Two so cars are still going west but now 
on the newly paved half of the road.

CC Parks & Rec has added three benches 
around the Aquarius Park playground and one 
bench at the basketball sometimes pickleball 
court.

The Seawall Town Hall Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April 11th 6 pm at the Seashore 
Middle Academy gym next to Hardknocks. Join 
FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�SURSRVHG�6HDZDOO�
Project. You will be able to watch it live on You-
tube or Facebook. 

New Life Church is building a new 2,000 seat 
worship center next to their church on Flour 
Bluff Drive. There is a second church at Airline 
and McArdle and upon completion of the new 
building the two campuses will be combined. 

CC Gulf Beach Lifeguard Tryouts will be 
held on Saturday, April 13th 6 - 7 pm and also 
on 4/20, 5/11 and 5/18 at the CC Natatorium on 
3202 Cabaniss Parkway. Online job applications 
can be completed at cctexasjobs.com. The pay is 
$18/hour and you must be 16 or older.

The Lozano Golf Center driving range may be 
fully open in May and will have LED lighting for 
nighttime practice. They are currently using nets 
DW�WKH�UDQJH��7KH�)LUHÀ\�OLJKWHG���KROH�FRXUVH�
should be opening this summer and golfers will 
be able to play until midnight during daylight 
savings time and 10 pm the rest of the year 
according to their website. It will have three par 
4 holes and the rest par 3. The course is located 
at 4401 Old Brownsville Road.

Spring Fling Pop Up Party featuring jewelry, 
soaps, candles and skin care will be held Thurs-
day, April 11 and Friday the 12th 11 am - 7 pm at 
The Gathering 14814 Compass.

Steel Magnolias will be performed at the Port 
Aransas Community Theater Thursday, April 
11th until Sunday the 28th. Tickets are $22.

Padre Island Enrichment Club (PIE) awards 
¿YH�VFKRODUVKLSV�WR�KLJK�VFKRRO�VHQLRUV�WKDW�
reside on the Island. Students can obtain appli-
FDWLRQV�DW�WKHLU�VFKRRO¶V�FRXQVHORU¶V�RI¿FH�RU�
by contacting Maureen Dean at thorsmom1@
aol.com. Deadline is Friday, April 26th and 
selections will be announced at the May 10th 
luncheon.

Indoor Pickleball has open play every Tuesday 
5 - 8 pm at Seashore Middle Academy for just a 
$5 school donation. The school is located next to 
Hardknocks.

Oso Golf Course is now easier to get a good tee 
time now that the Snow Birds have left. Enjoy it 
until the summer season begins.

Flour Bluff Youth Flag Football is accepting 
registrations for three Summer Flag Tournaments 
weekends on 6/1, 6/29 and 7/20. The age groups 
range from 6 and under to 16 and under. The cost 
is $100 for all three.

The Corpus Christi Car Show will feature cus-
tom car, truck and motorcycles at the American 
Bank Center Exhibit Hall on Saturday, April 13th 
starting at noon. The Dallas Cowboy Cheerlead-
ers will also be there for photo-ops. All of the 
fees received from those who register a vehicle 
will go to Bikes for Kids. Admission is $10 and 
free for age 11 and under. 

Padre Island Farmers Market will be at the 
Island Presbyterian Church on Thursday April 
18th 4 - 8 pm. Last month I got a jar of  the spicy 
Scary Larry Pickles and, hopefully, they are back 
this week because they give pickles a great twist. 
Another unique vendor was the EndoZondo 
Farms that is a family owned native Texan hemp 
company.

Brooklyn Pie Company will have a Seashore 
Charter Schools special with $5 from every 
Seashore special pie purchased donated to the 
schools through the end of April. They added 
a new menu about a month ago and it includes 
WKHLU�QLQH�ÀDYRUV�RI�ZLQJV�

The March 2024 Padre Island Housing Re-
port paints quite a different picture than a year 
ago. There are 278 active listings which is 82% 
more than last year and 28 closed sales is 41% 
OHVV�WKDQ�ODVW�0DUFK��7KDW�GH¿QLWHO\�VKRZV�LW¶V�D�
buyer’s market.

Chicago The Musical will be at Selena Audi-
torium on Thursday, April 25th 7:30 pm. This 
auditorium is
 great place to attend because seating is only 
around 2,500 and it has a great acoustical rating.

Camp Marlin weekly summer camps in Port A 
is now accepting registrations. Each week has a 
different theme and the cost is $125. The camps 
run June 3rd through August 2nd.The Cuban mural artist Tim Charo

move dedicated an additional $1 million 
from a combination of funds from different 
sources to add a restaurant structure. 
The pilings on the new pier will be made 
RI�WUHDWHG�VWHHO�¿OOHG�ZLWK�FRQFUHWH�DQG�ZLOO�
be surrounded by a protective sleeve made 
of  ultra- high molecular weight poly-
ethylene (UHMW) which is designed to 
extend the life of steel pilings by 15 years, 
according to designers. The pier surface will 
FRQVLVW�RI�¿YH�E\�WKLUWHHQ�IRRW�ZLGH�ZRRGHQ�
panels designed to pop off during high wave 
and water events which sit atop 33-foot long 
concrete support beams. The railings will be 
of wood construction at a height of three-
and-one-half feet. The plans do not include 
benches or shade structures, but do include 
lighting under the pier. 
The plans call for two sets of public re-
strooms, one set is to be located in the free 
area of the pier, a second set behind a gate 
where a fee is required. It also includes a 
concession area which will be operated by 
the county.
�7KH�SODQV�DSSURYHG�E\�FRXQW\�RI¿FLDOV�
in March included the restaurant structure 
which was then at 30% design. In anticipa-
tion of adding the restaurant building the 

plans call for the area of the pier where the 
structure will be located to be reinforced 
to allow for the additional of the building 
without further work. The plan approved by 
FRXQW\�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�0DUFK�FDOO�IRU�D�SXEOLF�
VSDFH�¿IW\�HLJKW�E\�¿IW\�HLJKW�IHHW�ZKLFK�
will eventually be included in the restaurant 
structure along with the only remaining 
piece of the former pier currently standing 
bringing the total restaurant space to 5000 
square-feet.
The restaurant
The restaurant building, referred to as a 
Third Party Concession area in the plans, is 
estimated to cost a total of $2.5 million with 
$1.5 million remaining from original fund-
ing. The Port of Corpus Christi has agree to 
provide $250,000 in 2024 and an additional 
$250,000 in 2025. In addition Chesney 
and County Judge Connie Scott allocated 
an additional $500,000 from county funds 
provided by the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) to reach the $2.5 million needed for 
construction of the restaurant structure. 
There is currently $19.5 million available 
for the project but the exact cost of rebuild-
ing the pier and restaurant building are un-
known until the bids are opened on May 9. 

Pearl & Padre Boat Tours. 
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By Dotson Lewis

Fifty Years Ago
By Andy Purvis

Hank Aaron

History of The NCAA Division I 
Men’s Basketball Tournament

Sports

“He’s sitting on 714.” Most baseball fans 
EHOLHYH�LW¶V�RQH�RI�WKH�WRS�¿YH�FDOOV�RI�DOO�
time. These two guys are forever joined 
in baseball lore by less than forty words, 
spoken into microphone one early evening 
on April 8, 1974, by Braves broadcaster 
Milo Hamilton, forty years ago. It was the 
¿UVW�JDPH�RI�WKH�QHZ�VHDVRQ��7KH�$WODQWD�
Braves were at home against the Los Ange-
les Dodgers. Here’s how the call sounded as 
Henry Aaron settled into the batter’s box. 
“He’s sitting on 714! Here’s the pitch by 
Downing, swinging, there’s a drive into left 
FHQWHU¿HOG��WKDW�EDOO�LV�JRQQD�EHHH«287-
TA HERE! IT’S GONE! IT’S 715! There’s 
a new home run champion of all-time and 
it’s HENRY AARON!” 

Puro Milo
It was “pure” Milo Hamilton. For some of 
us, baseball is life. I still wonder about the 
places he’s been, the players he’s inter-
viewed and the scores of fans he’s enter-
tained. For most of us, he’s Uncle Milo. 
He was family; he came into our homes 
162 times a year, until these last couple of 
years. I even listened to his call when I was 
at the Astros game. He always stirred my 
imagination. One of the secrets of baseball 
is that you play almost every day. Therefore 
redemption was only hours away. Milo used 
the game to help people discover them-
selves. They could use those discoveries to 
confront anything in their life. Baseball is 
a teacher; it reveals your heart and soul and 
the game is designed to reveal it to you. 
There will never be another like him as 
far as I’m concerned; I love the old man. 
As he got older, he began to look tired, 
frail, and almost sickly until he found his 
way into the announcer booth or onto the 
¿HOG�RI�SOD\��,W�ZDV�OLNH�ÀLSSLQJ�D�VZLWFK��
A microphone made his eyes light up like 
lanterns. The game simply turned him on. 
Milo could sing “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” 
and make you laugh. He walked every 
day into his radio booth intoxicated by the 
promise of that day’s game. He didn’t like 
being surprised; he studied and saved his 
information in a satchel that may have been 
as old as him. He loved baseball so much; 
even his computer wore batting gloves. No 
one wanted to talk to Milo Hamilton about 
another announcer or player; they wanted to 
talk about Milo Hamilton. The longer 
an announcer stays with the same team the 
more the fans identify with that team. Fa-
thers, sons, and sons of sons, we all become 
a part of his history. 

Sixty-seven years of scorecard 
history

+LV�HGXFDWHG�H\HV�FRXOG�¿OO�ERRNV�ZLWK�WKH�
magic of the grand old game. Most of us 
know about his calls of eleven no-hitters, 
the grand slams, and historic home runs. For 
sixty-seven years, he opened his scorecard 
and charted baseball history. He taught us 
KRZ�WR�¿JXUH�EDWWLQJ�DYHUDJHV��WROG�XV�KRZ�
players got their nicknames and why. He 
described routine double-plays, the impor-
tance of a bunt single, why stealing third 
increases the chances of scoring by nine, 
and the reason so many players strike out 
looking. He taught us about Uncle Charlie, 
WZLQ�NLOOLQJV��FKLQ�PXVLF��DQG�IUR]HQ�URSHV��
Seeing-Eye singles, right down Kirby and 
“Holy Toledo, what a play!” became his 
signature calls. Every play reminded him 
of days gone by, when only the player, the 
city, and the circumstances were different. I 
would love to see through his eyes, if only 
for a moment. Listening to him call a game 
made me feel like a hundred dollar bill in 
a two dollar wallet. Writer Phil Hirsh once 
wrote, “Baseball is the only game you can 
see on the radio.” Milo made it easy for all 
of us. His canyon deep voice was unmis-
takable. He was always “in” the game. You 
could never tell by his tone of voice wheth-
er his team was behind or ahead. Everybody 
wanted to be connected, to be a part of him. 
Let’s call that a professional. 

Baseball looks so easy to play from your 
seat. It is, in fact, the hardest of them all. 
The game moves at a pace where a grand-
father can talk about what’s happening on 
WKH�¿HOG�ZLWK�KLV�JUDQGVRQ��7KH\�VHH�DQG�
experience virtually the same game. Milo 
taught me how to score a game, what to 
look for, how to anticipate a great play. He 
gave us a history lesson every night and 
allowed us to dream about what it would 
be like to play Major League baseball. All 
words seemed better to me when spoken by 
Milo Hamilton. 
What you saw was what you got with Milo. 
1RW�PDQ\�RI�XV�¿QG�RXU�WUXH�SODFH�LQ�OLIH��
that does not hold true for Milo Hamilton. I 
can’t imagine him doing anything else. Milo 
has been a part of the Dennis & Andy’s Q 
& A Session radio show for almost twenty 
years. Twice every year he joins us on the 
air, live from Houston, Texas. My part-
ner Dennis Quinn always referred to our 
interviews as “Milo unplugged.” On two 
different occasions, we took our show on 
the road to Minute Maid Park, and Milo was 
nice enough to join us there, in the booth, 
talking baseball. We talked old school base-
ball; from “Stan the Man” and “Hammerin’ 
Hank” to “The Ryan Express.” We covered 
everything from the disappearance of the 
hook slide to the tragedy of steroids and 
everything in between. There is never a time 
I did not learn something. It has been said 
that the greatest classroom often lies at the 
feet of the elderly. How true. 

Hall of Fame
Milo was inducted into the Broadcast Wing 
of the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1992. He 
was inducted into the National Radio Hall 
of Fame in 2000. He has been an announcer 
IRU����\HDUV��+LV�¿UVW�MRE�LQ�0DMRU�/HDJXH�
baseball started in 1953, with the St. Louis 
Browns. He has also announced for six 
other Major League clubs. 
I once told him how much he was loved as 
I was leaving his company. I think it may 
have surprised him. He didn’t know how to 
respond, but he smiled. I’m absolutely sure 
he knows he’s loved, but does not hear it 
enough. We are always more appreciative of 
something we had and have now lost. 

www.purvisbooks.com 

Dotson’s Note: The NCAA Division I 
men’s basketball tournament, branded as 
March Madness, is a single- elimination 
tournament played in the United States 
to determine the men’s college basketball 
national champion of the Division I level 
in the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation. Played mostly during March, the 
tournament consists of 68 teams and was 
¿UVW�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�������.QRZQ�IRU�LWV�XSVHWV�
of favored teams, it has become one of the 
biggest annual sporting events in the United 
States. Thanks to Bill Morgan for the facts 
and photos contained in this report.

The 68-team format was adopted in 2011; 
it had remained largely unchanged since 
1985 when it expanded to 64 teams. Before 
WKHQ��WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�VL]HG�YDULHG�IURP�DV�
OLWWOH�DV���WR�DV�PDQ\�DV�����7KH�¿HOG�ZDV�
restricted to conference champions until at-
large bids were extended in 1975 and teams 
were not fully seeded until 1979. In 2020, 
WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�ZDV�FDQFHOOHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
time due to the COVID-19 pandemic; in 
the subsequent season, the tournament was 
contested completely in the state of Indiana 
as a precaution.

37 different schools have won the tourna-
ment to date (4/12/24). UCLA has the most 
with 11 championships; their coach John 
Wooden has the most titles of any coach 
with 10. The University of Kentucky (UK) 
has eight championships, the University 
of North Carolina and the University of 
Connecticut have six championships. Duke 
8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\�KDYH�¿YH�
championships, the University of Kansas 
(KU) has four championships, and Villa-
nova University has three championships. 
Seven programs are tied with two national 
championships, and 23 teams have won the 
national championship once.
All tournament games are broadcast by 
CBS, TBS, TNT, and truTV under the 
program
name NCAA March Madness. With a con-
tract through 2032, Paramount Global and 
Warner Bros. Discovery pay $891 million 
annually for the broadcast rights. The 
NCAA distributes revenue to participating 
teams based on how far they advance, which 
SURYLGHV�VLJQL¿FDQW�IXQGLQJ�IRU�FROOHJH�
athletics. The tournament has become part 
of American popular culture through bracket 
FRQWHVWV�WKDW�DZDUG�PRQH\�DQG�SUL]HV�IRU�
correctly predicting the outcomes of the 
most games. In 2023, Sports Illustrated 
reported that an estimated 60 to 100 million 
EUDFNHWV�DUH�¿OOHG�RXW�HDFK�\HDU�
7KH�¿UVW�WRXUQDPHQW�ZDV�KHOG�LQ������DQG�
was won by Oregon. It was the idea of Ohio 
State coach Harold Olsen. The National 
Association of Basketball Coaches operated 
WKH�¿UVW�WRXUQDPHQW�IRU�WKH�1&$$�

From 1939 to 1950, the NCAA tournament 
consisted of eight teams, with each select-
ed from a geographical district. Multiple 
conferences were considered part of each 
district, such as the Missouri Valley and the 
Big Seven conferences in one district and
the Southern and Southeastern conferences 
in another, which often led to top-ranked 
teams being left out of the tournament. The 
issue came to a head in 1950, when the 
NCAA suggested that third-ranked Ken-
WXFN\�DQG�¿IWK�UDQNHG�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�6WDWH�

compete in a playoff game for a bid, but 
Kentucky refused, believing they should be 
given the bid as the higher-ranked team. In
UHVSRQVH��WKH�1&$$�GRXEOHG�WKH�¿HOG�WR�
16 in 1951, adding two additional districts 
and six spots for at-large teams. Confer-
ences could still only have one team in the 
tournament, but multiple conferences from 
the same geographic district could now be 
included through at-large bids. This
development helped the NCAA compete 
with the National Invitation Tournament 
for prestige. In the eight team format, the 
tournament was split into the East and West 
Regions, with champions meeting in the 
QDWLRQDO�FKDPSLRQVKLS�JDPH��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�
rounds for each region were conducted at 
the same site and the national championship 
and, from 1946, consolation game occurred 
a week later. Some years, the site of the 
national championship was the same site as 
a regional championship and in other years 
a new site. With the expansion to 16 teams, 
the tournament retained the original format 
RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VHPL¿QDOV�EHLQJ�WKH�UHJLRQDO�
¿QDOV�LQ�������)RU�WKH������WRXUQDPHQW��
there were four regions named East-1, East-
2, West-1, West- 2, all played at separate 
sites. The regional champions met for the 
QDWLRQDO�VHPL¿QDOV�DQG�FKDPSLRQVKLS�DW�D�
separate location a week later, establish-
LQJ�WKH�IRUPDW�ZLWK�WZR�¿QDO�URXQGV�RI�
the tournament (although the name “Final 
Four” would not be used in branding until 
the 1980s). The 1953 tournament expand-
HG�WR�LQFOXGH����WHDPV�DQG�DGGHG�D�¿IWK�
round, with ten teams receiving a bye to 
WKH�UHJLRQDO�VHPL¿QDOV��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�
WHDPV�ZRXOG�ÀXFWXDWH�IURP����WR����WHDPV�
over the next two decades, but the number 
of rounds remained the same. The double 
region naming was kept until 1956, when 
the regions were named the East, Midwest, 
West, and Far West. In 1957, the regions 
were named East, Mideast, Midwest, and 
West, which remained until 1985. Regions 
ZHUH�SDLUHG�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VHPL¿QDOV�EDVHG�
on their geographic locations, with the two 
HDVWHUQ�UHJLRQV�PHHWLQJ�LQ�RQH�VHPL¿QDO�
and two western regions meeting in the 
RWKHU�VHPL¿QDO�
Beginning in 1946, a national third-place 
game was held before the championship 
game. Regional third-place games were 
played in the West from 1939 and the East 
from 1941. Despite expansion in 1951, 
there were still only two regions, each with 
a third-place game. The 1952 tournament 
had four regions each with a third-place 
game.

2024 Men Champions

Dotson’s Other Note: This era of the tour-
nament was characterized by competition 
with the National Invitation Tournament. 
Founded by the Metropolitan Basketball 
Writers Association one year before the 
NCAA tournament, the NIT was held en-
tirely in New York City at Madison Square 
Garden. Because New York was the center 
of the press in the United States, the NIT of-
ten received more coverage than the NCAA 
tournament in early years. Additionally, 
good teams were often excluded from the 
NCAA tournament because each conference 
could only have one bid and conference 
champions were even excluded because of 
the 8-district system before 1950. Teams 
often competed in both tournaments during 
WKH�¿UVW�GHFDGH��ZLWK�&LW\�&ROOHJH�RI�1HZ�
York winning both the NIT and NCAA 
tournament in 1950. Soon after, the NCAA 
banned teams from participating in both 
tournaments.
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By Jay Gardner
On the Rocks Backwater  Adventures

By Joey  Farah
Farah’s Fishing Adventures

Island Outdoors

This MASKED MAN brought this 
trout to hand along the east side of the 
Laguna Madre near Bird Island this 

week on one of our 40mph wind days. 
A big DOWN SOUTH LURES SUPER 
MODEL, Purple Reign did the trick.

A lot of “Mermaid’s Purses”are 
washing in with the high tides.

I was standing in the back row of the 
Packery Channel ribbon “re-cutting” 
ceremony the other day, listening to all the 
folks pat each other on the back for getting 
the project done, and I had to laugh.  Four 
years ago, we had a different assistant city 
manager, who was promising us at the 
Island Strategic Action Committee that he 
was “working on it.”  Thankfully several of 
us on the committee, including then-chair 
Brud, Charles, and me didn’t accept that and 
went our own direction.  Charles is friends 
with Michael Cloud, and a phone call from 
him and a few texts from Brud and me, and 
Michael was on it.  Next, city staff really 
picked up the ball and ran with it.  Tammy 
is no longer with the city, but she did some 
heavy lifting, as did Aimee, and Heather got 
involved too.  The “team” barely made the 
deadline to get the application tweaked just 
ULJKW��EXW�LW�¿QDOO\�FDPH�WKURXJK�DQG�WKH�
funding came in under the wire.

Citizen Committees are important
7KDW�JRHV�WR�VKRZ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FLWL]HQ�
committees and pushing to get things done, 
working along with staff.  Unfortunately, I 
learned that our new Island liaison Roger 
Montelongo is headed for greener pastures 
himself.  He will be doing similar work of 
getting projects done, although it will be out 
in the Carolinas.  Roger was instrumental in 
prying the door open a bit more between the 
Island and city hall.  He pushed hard to get 
the Mobility Plan funding implemented and 
down the road, and he did a lot of the re-
search himself.  He reached out to develop-
ers and stakeholders and got their feedback.  
I do want to thank the city manager Peter 
IRU�KLULQJ�DQ�,VODQG�OLDLVRQ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��
thank Roger for his service, and wish him 
luck in the future.

Island Mobility Plan
Speaking of the Mobility Plan, Roger 
will be having his last public meeting on 
Monday, April 15th at the Seashore Mid-
dle School Academy from 5-6:30pm, with 
a formal presentation at 5:30pm.   If you 
haven’t made any of the previous meetings, 
or have come up with a new idea for Island 
Mobility, now is your chance to show up 
and discuss it with the consultants and staff.  
I have been working with them for what 
seems like years, and I’m excitedly waiting 
WR�JHW�WKH�GUDIW�RXW�DQG�¿QDOL]HG���0DNH�VXUH�
to show up and check it out and give your 
IHHGEDFN��WKDW�ZD\�ZH�FDQ�SULRULWL]H�WKH�
projects and get them going.  I got my hot 
little hands on an advance copy the other 
day, and they have a good handful of sug-
gested projects.  I am scheduled to be out of 
town, but we’ll see.

Bird Migration
(ELUG�LV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�¿UH�XS�ZLWK�VRPH�UHDOO\�
FUD]\�KXPPLQJELUG�PLJUDQWV�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ�
spotted up and down the coast.  There was a 
Mexican Violetear reported in the valley the 
other day, and along with the Green breast-
ed mango that was up the coast not too long 
DJR��PDNHV�PH�ZDQW�WR�SXW�XS�¿YH�PRUH�
feeders.  The reports are starting to crank up 
at Blucher Park, so it will be time for some 
good fallouts here in the next week or so.

Water Woes
My article last week regarding the Evan-
geline sparked some reactions from a few 
folks, notably Ed from the Evangeline 
Groundwater Project (EGP).  He correct-
ed me on a few things, most importantly 
that the water they get out of the ground is 
TCEQ potable water, and that they only add 
a bit of chlorine in before sending it out into 
the system.  No desal or reverse osmosis 
needed.  Sinton has been pumping out of the 
same formation for 30+ years, which seems 
pretty drought tolerant to me!  I didn’t have 
a chance to reach out to Ed this week but 
will soon.

Stock up on stamps
Well folks, I just read that the postal service 
is planning on increasing the price of 
stamps yet again, from the recent hike of 
68 cents, adding another nickel to get to 73 
cents for a stamp.  So, if you use stamps 
like I do, go out and buy a few books.  
We’re still in this messed up weather pattern 
complete with tides to the dunes.  Drop me 
a line at tarponchaser@mail.com and we’ll 
see you here next week On the Rocks.

Fishing Hard Times 
 
      This week has been a turn around with 
high winds and low tides. During drastic 
FRQGLWLRQV�ZH�VWLOO�¿QG�VRPH�JUHDW�FDWFKHV�
EXW�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRUN�KDUG�IRU�WKHP��$V�RI�
now there is a large body of stained water 
WKDW�KDV�VSUHDG�WKURXJK�PRVW�RI�%DI¿Q�
Bay and the Laguna Madre. It started this 
February when a dredge barge was working 
WKH�PRXWK�RI�%DI¿Q�DQG�GXPSLQJ�PXGG\�
PDWHULDO�RXW�RI�WKH�FKDQQHO�LQWR�WKH�ÀDWV��
This is by far the most damaging practice 
going on in our Texas Bays. Here, it brings 
up the salt deposits, pollution, and settled 
algae blooms in the deep black mud and 
lets the winds and tides scatter them in all 
directions. This winter it stayed contained to 
WKH�PRXWK�RI�%DI¿Q�XQWLO�WKH�ZDWHUV�ZDUPHG�
up and winds spread it out. Right now we 
have a low tide that has pulled it north. This 
along with the fact that our oxygen drops 
during these low tides and winds from all 
GLUHFWLRQV�RYHU���PSK�KDV�PDGH�¿VKLQJ�
tough. 

 
Plenty to eat anytime!

The amount of small bait in all reaches of 
WKH�DUHD�LV�DPD]LQJ��6ZDUPV�RI�WLQ\�PLQ-
nows everywhere and hordes of tiny shrimp 
and crabs in our tidal areas awake at night 
DQG�IHHG�WKH�JDPH¿VK�HYHU\�QLJKW��7KH�VL]H�
of most of this food source is very small 
compared to the lures and live baits we are 
XVLQJ��'RZQVL]LQJ�FDQ�KHOS�EXW�PRUH�LP-
portantly we should try to understand when 
WKH\�DUH�IHHGLQJ�RQ�WKHVH�VSHFL¿F�WKLQJV�DQG�
counter them on the opposite lunar feedings. 
I’m catching my trout in areas where game-
¿VK�DUH�IHHGLQJ�RQ�PXOOHW�DQG�SLQ�SHUFK�
at dawn and dusk, the deeper areas where 

shrimp and crabs are hiding, are a buffet 
during the night, but can be great mid-day 
and afternoon hotspots for anglers. High 
ZLQGV�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�EDG�¿VKLQJ��WKH\�GRQ¶W�
have to see the lures they can feel them very 
easily. I’m sticking to large soft plastics 
with paddle tails so that I can create lots of 
vibration and displacement in rough con-
ditions. With a lighter jig head I can hover 
the baits in the mid water column and allow 
PRUH�WLPH�IRU�JDPH¿VK�WR�JHW�LQ�SRVLWLRQ�
and make a successful strike. 

Marker 37 
     Marker 37 Marina has two slips open 
for YOU to call home for your boat! I’m 

so relaxed when I pull up in the shade and 
out of the wind, sun, and covered from the 
ELUGV��7KH�OLYH�VKULPS�ÀDJV�KDYH�EHHQ�XS�

every day and there is always friendly faces 
there to help you. 

 
Change is just a moon phase away

 
�����7LGHV�ZLOO�UROO�EDFN�LQ�DQG�RXU�¿VKLQJ�
will ignite again. Spring always rolls in 
in pulses so don’t get turned off. A green 
change of tide is just a moon phase away. 
I am looking forward to some great and 
FRQVLVWHQW�ZHDWKHU�DQG�¿VKLQJ�LQ�0D\��
That’s when my next open dates are on 
the calendar. I’d love to invite all of our 
ISLAND FAMILY to bring their friends, 
family, and guests to a fun and learning day 
RQ�WKH�ZDWHU��/HDYH�\RXU�GD\�ZLWK�FRQ¿-
dence and years of angling skills, able to 
read the water, and be familiar with some 
QHZ�¿VKLQJ�JURXQGV��-XVW�IROORZ�DOO�RI�RXU�
catches of Facebook at JOEY FARAHS 
BACKWATER FISHING, or give me a 
shout at 361-442-8145

7KLV�EHDXWLIXO�UHG¿VK�FDPH�IURP�D�
hard day catching. Low tides and 

dirty water combined with night time 
feeding can make bites few and far 

between at times
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New Homes Available  
by Steve’s Homes 

14825 Windward Dr. #219 
1BR/1BTH @ 504sqft multi-level 
condo with fresh paint, new furnish-
ings/decor, butcher block counter-
top, vanity, cabinets, and toilet. 
$179,000. Call Randy Corpuz 361
-765-9914 

14911 Packery View Loop  Check 
out this best priced unit in this Great 
Resort. Only a short walk to the 
beach + relax in 1 of 2 pools.  
$420,000 Call Tinker Boos early 
for an appt. at 361-563-6641.  

14521 E Cabana #301 1 of 2 
pool side units at Marquesas Town-
homes. Selling fully furnished and 
turnkey ready to rent or use. New 
interior paint, new furnishings, and 
new exterior AC. $324,900 
Call Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914. 
 

15005 Windward Dr. #214 Fully 
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft 
Surfside Condo walking distance 
from the beach/seawall. $237,000 
Call Madeline Casey at 361-443-
0687. 

1910 Great Falls  
4/3.5/3 

$845,000 

13841 Hawksnest Bay Dr. 
4/3/3 

$585,000 

14802 Windward #228 2 bed 
2.5 bath condo with amazing dune-
side views at a beautiful beachfront 
property. Fully furnished and ready 
for island living. $399,900. Call 
Charlie Knoll at 361-443-2499. 

14905 Packery View Loop Just in 
time for summer w/ family + 
friends! 2/3 poolside townhome , 
walking distance to the beach. 
$420,000 Call Tinker Boos for an 
appt. to see at 361-563-6641. 

15542 Cuttysark  
3/2/2 

$2,600/month 

14218 Natal Plum 
4/2/2 

$2,800/month 

14911 Village Beach Dr.  2/2 
gorgeous poolside townhome just a 
quick walk to the beach! 1041 sq. ft. 
& fully furnished. $419,000. Call 
Kim Mogford  at 361-434-8522. 

    15230 Capstan 
             4/3/2 Pool size lot 
  $559,900 

15886 Punta Espada 
4/3/2 Waterfront 

$1,095,000 

14901 Windward #303 3BR/2.5 
BTH @ 1541 sqft. Townhome @ 
Beach Breeze. Short walk to beach, 
immaculate & move in ready. 
$329,000 Call Dorothy Ernst 361-
563-8486. 

350 Royal Dunes 
 New Port Aransas Beach 

House in Mustang Royale built 
by Steve’s homes.  

3200 sq. ft.  
3 story with 4 bedrooms,  

2 full & 2 half baths,  
2 living areas, 2 car garage, 

covered patio,  
3 balconies with amazing 
views, impact windows.   

 
SHORT TERM RENTALS  ALLOWED.  

 
Great primary or vacation 

home. Onsite pool, boardwalk 
to beach. $1,700,000 
Call Cindy Molnar at         

361-549-5557,  
for more details.  

15010 Leeward #602 1BR/1BTH 
@ 620sqft. First floor fully furnished 
unit with a 3min walk to the beach. 
Notables are new bathroom sink, 
tub, kitchen faucets, water heater, 
& sofa bed mattress. $235,000 Call 
Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914 

13906 Mingo Cay  #6 
2/2  

waterfront complex 
$1,250/month 

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?  

15422 Salt Cay A & D 
1/1 waterfront units  

$1,000/month 
each 

13969 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,540 
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz 
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $585,000 Call Randy 
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie 
Knoll 361-443-2499. 

13801 Captains Row - Exceptional  
custom home, 151' canal front at 
fingertip of gated st.  Elevator, pool, 
2 lifts, sunset over ICW 
$1,750,000. Call Pam Morgan at 
361-215-8116. 

14920 Packery View Loop 4 
bed/ 4 bath 3-story townhome 
with views of the Gulf. Completely 
furnished. $585,000 Call Kim 
Mogford 361-434-8522. 

16109 Broomsedge 
3/2/2 

$2,600/month  

Ready to Lease Your Property?  
Our services include: 

 • Tenant Qualifying   • Collections of Rents 
• Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance 

• Professional Itemize Monthly Statements  
• Marketing/Advertising 

14428 Compass #204 Canal front 
1BR/1BTH @ 636sqft condo newly 
renovated with paint, decor, granite 
countertops, and new hurricane 
sliding glass door and windows. 
$236,500. Call Randy Corpuz 361
-765-9914.   

15425 Fortuna Bay 303 3rd floor 
canal front condo selling fully fur-
nished. 2BR/2BTH @ 1066sqft. Vault-
ed ceiling, fireplace, ss appliances and 
modern contemporary furnishings.  
$334,900 Call Randy Corpuz at 361
-765-9914. 

15442 Cruiser St. “B” 
3/2/1 

$2,000/month 

�

14802 Whitecap Blvd. #203  
2/2 and only feet from the beach! 
Great views. Completely furnished.  
$349,000 Call Kim Mogford at 
361-434-8522.  

13718 Sea Horse Live on the island 
and not break the bank! 3BR/2BTH 
plus flex room @ 1684 sqft. Great NPI 
location with easy on/off access to 
Park Rd 22. $349,900 Call Randy 
361-765-9914. 

Open Sundays  
1:00 PM — 3:00 PM 

14213 Cabo Blanco  5BR/4BTH plus 
two flex rooms @ 2892sqft. Spacious 
custom built Empire Home with a 
beautiful outdoor living space that 
includes a fully turfed backyard. 
$674,900. Call Randy 361-765-9914. 

14300 S Padre Island Dr. #214 
Waterfront 2 bed/1 bath condo 
with amazing views! Fully fur-
nished. $199,900  
Call Kim Mogford at 361-434-
8522.�

15209 S Padre Island Dr. #802 
Adorable 1 bed/1 bath townhome 
outfitted in coastal decor. Fully 
furnished. $259,900  
Call Kim Mogford at 361-434-
8522 �
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Ribbon Cutting for CASABig Bloom Plant Sale

(361) 229-0033

Bulkheads - Boatlifts - Docks

Harlingen South Elite Invitational Tournament champions. 
Congratulations Hornet Tennis! 1st place with 82 total points

Photos courtesy of the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies

The South Texas Botanical Gardens held their Big Bloom Plant Sale and 
Community Day on Saturday. People waited in line to get in for the 

special $2 entry, arriving with empty carts and wagons and some taking 
several loaded trips back to their car. Laura’s Empanadas, a great 

Island food truck, was serving up breakfast and lunch, while families 
UHOHDVHG�EXWWHUÀLHV�DQG�ODG\EXJV��SHW�VQDNHV��DQG�WRRN�IDPLO\�SKRWRV 
LQ�WKH�ÀRZHUV��7KHLU�%LUGLHVW�)HVWLYDO�LQ�$PHULFD�LV�FRPLQJ�XS�$SULO 

24-28, with another community day on that Saturday. 
Photos and Story By Debbie Noble

1DWH¶V�1H[W�.LG�8S�DQG�&$6$�RI�WKH�&RDVWDO�%HQG�KHOG�5LQJLQJ�RI�WKH�%HOOV�DQG�
5LEERQ�&XWWLQJ�IRU�&$6$�RI�WKH�&RDVWDO�%HQG�DW�,Q�7KH�*DPH�)XQWUDFNHUV�WKLV�

evening. Lots of great organizations came to help support as we rang the bells to 
draw attention to children who are victims of abuse and neglect. Mayor Paulette 
M. Guajardo helped Nate cut the ribbon for a new art collection which was cre-

ated by foster kids in the coastal bend and which will be displayed at In the Game 
)XQWUDFNHUV��3KRWRV�%\�'HEELH�1REOH

)ULHQGV�RI�/\QQ�)RZOHU�JDYH�KLP�D�VHQG�RII�DW�WKH�EHDFK�RQ�6DWXUGD\��3KRWR�E\�5RQQLH�1DUPRXU
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Thoughts from Reverend Ken
By Rev. Dr. Ken

Tax man. It’s that time of year again, as I 
VFUDPEOH�WR�¿OH�P\�UHWXUQ�YLD�(�)LOH�

There’s a story told about a visitor from 
the Netherlands telling an American about 
WKH�UHG��ZKLWH��DQG�EOXH�LQ�WKH�'XWFK�ÀDJ��
7KH�ÀDJ�V\PEROL]HV�WD[HV�VKH�VDLG���:H�JHW�
red when we talk about them; we get white 
when we get the bill; we get blue when we 
pay them. The American said the same is 
true for us, except we see stars, as well.

This week it’s income taxes; in time to 
come it will be property taxes. The Beatles 
sang about the tax man in protest against 
the reported 90% of their earnings they paid 
in taxes in the 1960’s. I guess it’s all rela-
tive. The tax man taxes the street, your seat, 
the heat, your feet wrote George Harrison. 
Tax man and the politics of taxes. Add a 
little religion and let the fun begin!

Jesus once got drawn into a discussion 
of taxes and politics. He was asked, “Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
It was a “gotcha question.” The religious 
OHDGHUV�ZKR�DVNHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�¿JXUHG�
Jesus would get in trouble no matter how 
he answered. If he answered that taxes 
are lawful, it would give offence to those 
religious leaders who hated the empire’s 
constant meddling as well as the poor who 
were burdened by the tax. If he spoke out 
against the tax, the people loyal to Rome 
would take news of his seditious talk to the 
powers that be.

Jesus was not fooled. He reframed the 
issue by asking to see a coin used to pay 
the tax. It’s interesting that Jesus’ pockets 
were empty. His opponents had no trouble 
supplying a coin on demand. Jesus said to 
give to the emperor the things that belong 
to the emperor. Give to God the things that 
belong to God.

The coin would have had an image of the 
emperor stamped into it. Give to the em-
peror what belongs to the emperor; give to 
God the things that belong to God. Human 
beings are stamped with the image of God. 
:H�EHORQJ�WR�*RG��WKH�*RG�ZKR�FUHDWHV��
sustains, nurtures, redeems, saves, heals, 
DQG�GHOLYHUV��:H�ORRN�WR�-HVXV�

:KHQ�ZH�ORRN�WR�-HVXV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�
we live our lives, there is no path to glory 
that sidesteps humility, surrender, and 
VDFUL¿FLDO�ORYH��7KHUH�LV�QR�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�
secure prosperity at the expense of another 
person’s suffering. There is no evidence that 
truth telling is optional. There is no king-
dom that favors the contemptuous over the 
brokenhearted and no church that thrives 

Traces
By Bob Skipper

:H�KDYH�VKDUHG�VR�PXFK�WRJHWKHU�
This beauty that bonded with me.

:H¶YH�VKDUHG�ORWV�RI�JRRG�DQG�EDG�WLPHV�
And that’s the way it will always be.

She’s left traces of her footprints,
On the sands and shore, left behind.
But the best of all the traces she left,
:HUH�WKH�WUDFHV�VKH�OHIW�RQ�P\�PLQG�

She moves with the rhythm of changing tides,
Her heartbeats are traces of pure gold.
But the ones I remember so vividly,
:HUH�WKH�WUDFHV�VKH�OHIW�RQ�P\�VRXO�

I think of the love she has hidden away,
She’s determined to make a new start.
$QG�WKH�WUDFHV�VKH�VKDUHG�XQVHO¿VKO\�
:HUH�WKH�WUDFHV�VKH�OHIW�RQ�P\�KHDUW�
Photo by Deborah Kay Smith-Barney

for long when it aligns itself with power.

Jesus will not allow us to carve out separate 
domains of human loyalty, as if we could 
serve empire and Jesus. The gospel of Jesus 
GRHV�QRW�HTXDO�JRRG�FLWL]HQVKLS��1RU�GRHV�
it call us to totally disengage. Christians 
QDYLJDWH�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�FLWL]HQV�RI�D�FRXQ-
WU\�DQG�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��
:KDWHYHU�ZH�UHQGHU�LQ�WD[HV��ZKDWHYHU�RXU�
political worldview or loyalties, Christians 
must never forget we belong entirely to God 
in Christ. The image of God is encrypted on 
our souls.

)LJXULQJ�RXW�ZKDW�WKLV�PHDQV�IRU�RXU�GDLO\�
OLIH��DV�FLWL]HQV�DQG�EHOLHYHUV�LV�UDUHO\�HDV\��
The complexities of life, family, communi-
ty, and relationships make for great chal-
OHQJH���:H�PXVW�DOZD\V�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�LI�
our political worldview and agenda perfect-
ly equal God’s, we can be sure our idolatry 
of power is in play.

)LJXULQJ�RXW�RXU�WD[HV�LV�HDV\��\HV��ZH�DUH�
ZLVH�WR�SD\�WKHP��:KDW¶V�PXFK�KDUGHU�LV�
living out our convictions with a Christlike 
KXPLOLW\�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ��:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�
the option of fudging on love, mercy, peace, 
and justice for some greater political end. 
:H�FDQ¶W�LVRODWH�RXU�SROLWLFDO�FKRLFHV�DQG�
DFWLRQV�DV�LI�WKH\�GRQ¶W�UHÀHFW�ZKR�ZH�DUH�DV�
image-bearers of the Creator. If everything 
belongs to God, then our spiritual lives and 
our political lives must cohere.

It’s time again for the tax man. Give the 
emperor what belongs to the emperor. Our 
¿UVW�OR\DOW\��KRZHYHU��LV�WR�D�UHDOP�WKDW�ZLOO�
remain long after earthly empires rise and 
IDOO��(DUWKO\�SRZHUV¶�UHDOP�LV�OLPLWHG�DQG�
temporal. God’s reign is eternal and all-en-
compassing. Give to God what is God’s. 
Give God everything.

Just a quick note, remember beach worship 
DW�WKH�HQG�RI�:KLWHFDS�%OYG�EHJLQV�0D\����
8 am! Hope to see you there!

Speaking of loyalties, a bunch of humans 
gather each Sunday to worship in commu-
nity at Island Presbyterian Church, giving 
thanks for grace, love, healing, and hope, 
working for peace, justice, and reconcilia-
tion. There is always room at the table for 
you! Join us on Sundays at 10 a.m. , 14030 
)RUWXQH�%D\�'ULYH��RU�RQ�RXU�)DFHERRN�
page.

Choose kindness, compassion, and love; 
do justice and make peace; welcome the 
stranger.

pastor@islandpresby.com

Please contribute to the Riley P. Dog Park!

By the wind sailors. Evelyn Pless-Schuberth
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&URVVZRUG�6ROXWLRQ�RQ�FODVVL¿HGV�SDJH

Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster

0LQG�1XPELQJ�)UXVWUDWLRQ

Going Easy On You...

Sudoku answers are not 
available.

Play at your own risk!

Sudoku
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Island Crossword

Police Blotter   $SULO���$SULO��
JFK Causeway to SPID/Aquarius 

Intersection

Disturbances
11600 block SPID 9 pm April 4 

Suspicious Person
������EORFN�63,'�0LGQLJKW�$SULO���

7UDI¿F
���7UDI¿F�6WRSV
13400 block SPID 2 am April 2 
Crash
14000 block SPID Noon April 1 
Crash/Hit and Run

SPID West to Laguna Madre
Crimes against Person 

������EORFN�)OLQWORFN�'U�����SP�
April 2 Assault

Crimes against Property
������EORFN�&DQDGLDQ�0LVW���SP�
April 6 Theft of Services
13600 block Port Royal 2 pm April 
6 Trespassing
������EORFN�&RPSDVV���SP�$SULO���
Theft of Services
14800 block Compass St. 1 pm April 
��%XUJODU\�RI�D�9HKLFOH
14300 block Cruiser 2 pm April 3 
Burglary

Disturbances
������EORFN�&DQDGLDQ�0LVW����DP�
$SULO���
������EORFN�63,'�0LGQLJKW�$SULO���
1RLVH�2UGLQDQFH�9LRODWLRQ
������EORFN�63,'���SP�$SULO���
������EORFN�)LQLVWHUH���SP�$SULO���
1RLVH�2UGLQDQFH�9LRODWLRQ

Suspicious Person

������EORFN�63,'���SP�$SULO���
&RER�'H�%DU�&LUFOH�&DUORV�)LIWK�&W��
��SP�$SULO��
9HUGHPDU�'U��63,'���SP�$SULO���
������EORFN�&DUDYHO���DP�$SULO���
������EORFN�:KLWHFDS�%OYG����SP�
April 6
������EORFN�$TXDULXV�'U�����DP�
April 4

7UDI¿F
����7UDI¿F�6WRSV
63,'�-DFN¿VK����DP�$SULO���&UDVK
&RPPRGRUHV�'U��63,'���SP�$SULO���
Crash
������EORFN�:LQGMDPPHU���SP�
$SULO���3DUNLQJ�9LRODWLRQ
Gypsy St./Hawksnest Bay Dr. 1 pm 
$SULO���3DUNLQJ�9LRODWLRQ
SPID East to Gulf of Mexico – 
north to the City Limits 

Crimes against Property
������EORFN�/HHZDUG���SP�$SULO���
Trespassing
������EORFN�:LQGZDUG���SP�$SULO���
Trespassing

Disturbances
100 block Beach Access Road 3 10 
DP�)LUH��&RQWUROOHG�EXUQ��

Suspicious Person
������EORFN�63,'����SP�$SULO���
������EORFN�9LHQWR�'HO�0DU���SP�
April 3
100 block Zahn Road 4 am April 1

7UDI¿F
���7UDI¿F�6WRSV
�����EORFN�6+��������SP�$SULO���
':,

2Q�:HGQHVGD\��$SULO����������DW�DS-
proximately 2pm, the Corpus Christi 
Police Department received infor-
mation from the Kleberg County 
6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�DQG�WKH�3,16�3DUN�
Rangers that they located a deceased 
male at the Padre Island National 
6HDVKRUH��&&3'�KDV�FRQ¿UPHG�ZLWK�
.OHEHUJ�&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�
and PINS Park Rangers that the 
deceased male subject is not Caleb 
Harris and is not associated with 
the disappearance of Caleb Harris. 

There is no foul play suspected. 
If you have information regarding 
the disappearance of Caleb Harris, 
please contact the Corpus Christi 
Police Department at 

(361) 826-2840

or you can submit an anonymous tip 
at Crime Stoppers (361) 888-TIPS 
������������7KH�WLSOLQH�QXPEHU�VHW�
up by the Harris family is 

��������������

3RUW�$UDQVDV�SROLFH�RQ�:HGQHVGD\��$SULO�����LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�GLHG�DIWHU�
WKH�WUXFN�VKH�ZDV�LQ�DFFLGHQWDOO\�GURYH��LQWR�WKH�VKLS�FKDQQHO�LQ�3RUW�$UDQVDV�RQ�

0RQGD\��$SULO���
/\QQD�.RHKQ������RI�%ODQFR�ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG�LQ�WKH�ZUHFNDJH�RI�WKH�WUXFN�ZKHQ�¿UVW�
UHVSRQGHUV�UHFRYHUHG�WKH�YHKLFOH�RQ�7XHVGD\��$SULO����VDLG�6JW��-RVHSK�5LYDV��RI�

WKH�3RUW�$UDQVDV�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�
Daniel Darliek, 54, of Port Lavaca, got out of the water on his own after the acci-
dent. He was treated for minor injuries and released from the scene after he gave 

police a statement.
$Q�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�KDV�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�.RHKQ�GURYH�WKH�WUXFN�LQWR�WKH�FKDQQHO�E\�

accident, Rivas said.



      Here’s how to place a  
Classified Ad 

To place an ad you can call me 
at  

361-834-1382 or 
Email your ads to: 

moonclassad@twc.com 
No texts please 

Costs start at $12 for 25 words, 
 20 cents a word after that per 

issue.   
For a small additional charge, your 
ad can be centered, made larger or   
pictures or clip art can be added. 
Ads with payment can be taken to 

our office at:  
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 

Deadline for classified ads is no 
later than NOON on Tuesday 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
BEFORE PUBLICATION 

We accept 
American Express, Visa, 

MasterCard�

Legal & Business Notices 
Do you need to place a legal or business 

notice?  You’ll find that our rates for 
running your notice cost less than many 

other publication in Nueces County. 
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 

The Island Moon Weekly 
for more information  

The Island Newspaper since 1996 

Real Estate 
ISLAND HOME FSBO 

Realtors Welcome 

�
14041 La Blanquilla Dr 

4/2 split BR design with 2,161 sq ft 
and beautiful  water view  

$549,000 
Call 301-848-5577 for 

appointment or more information 
 

https://www.militarybyowner.com/tx/
homes-in-corpus-

christi./mbo/15000771 

Real Estate (Contd) 
For Sale By Owner 

Intracoastal Waterview  
Deep Lot 60 x 100 sq. feet 
213 Bayview Dr. (Lot 34) 
City By Sea, TX 78336 

$250,000 
361-215-9681 

Services 
Appliance Repair 

 
-N- House Appliance 

Repair 
Most major brands & 

appliances 
Also offering complete dryer 

vent clean outs 
Mention this ad for 
discount on repairs 
361-960-0911 
BBQ Cleaning 

CALL 

 
Because YOU 

don’t want to do 
it! 

Frank 361-813-1929 cell 
361-99-GRILL (994-7455) 
CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com 

Car Detailing 
Padre Island Mobile Detail 

The Island's Premier Mobile 
Detailing Service! 

We come to you providing Car 
Wash & Full Detail Services 
Call or Text 361-550-2041 

Check out our website  
for more details:  

 Email Hayden@ 
padreislanddetail@gmail.com 

Services 
Cleaning Service 

Seaside Housekeeping & Interiors 
Reliable quality work 

 since 1996 
Insured and bonded  

References available upon request 
 Please call or text Valerie Elliott  

361-215-4640 
Pool & Spa Services  

ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE 
Weekly Pool Maintenance – Repairs 
Renovations - Chemicals – Supplies 

Residential – Commercial 
25 Years Experience – Insured 
Free Delivery! Free Estimates! 

Island Resident Owned 
Call 361-949-8899 

Wade In The Water Pool Services 
Cleaning • Repairs • Remodels 
  Hot Tubs • Warranty Station 

Don’t go OTB for pool & spa chemicals! 
15715 SPID #101  

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
FREE WATER TESTING 

Locally owned and operated since 2010 
Call 361-658-8581 
    Junk Removal 

�
Save Our Shores  

Junk Removal 
Veteran Owned & Operated 

Furniture Removal &  
House Clean Outs 

Construction Debris Removal 
Light Demolition 

Bulk Item Pickups 
Hot Tub Removals 

Fence Removal 
Dumpster Rentals AND MORE! 

Owners: 
  Tommy Hearn  

  Nate Epling 
361-941-3041 

Plumbing 
Licensed & Insured Plumber 

“On the Island” 
Experienced 

Excellent Service 
361-660-5132�

Outdoor Services 
Power Washing 

ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
We Power Wash 

 Houses, Driveways, Fences, 
Decks & Sidewalks 

 Call us now to schedule an 
estimate 

361-949-2773 
Lawn & Tree Trimming  

MPR SERVICES 
Lawn Mowing 

Gardening – Weed Control  
Landscape Maintenance 
Landscaping - Mulching  
��������������������������� 

Islandscape Maintenance 

 
* Lawn Maintenance   * Power  Washing    
* Palm Trimming         *  Fall Cutback 
* Lot Mowing               *  Decks       
* Installation                                     

FREE ESTIMATES 

361-949-2773 

�
COMMERCIAL CUTTERS 
Tree Trimming & Stump 

Grinding Services 
Fully Insured – Free Estimates 

361-446-3980 
Home Improvements�

Plastering�
Hi Tech Plastering, Inc. 

Stucco, Eifs Coatings, Patch Jobs 
Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete Repair 

Wood Replacement, Facia, etc. 
Artisan – Joe Cantu 

Phone/Fax 361-814-5605 
htplastering@aol.com 

Stucco 
GOT CRACKS? 

CALL THE STUCCO PROS  
AT 361-949-2100 

Home Repair & Remodeling 
Fix It Right Remodeling 
Serving the Coastal Bend  

Since 1986 
Licensed, Insured, and 

Experienced 
Homes and Condos  

Exterior and interior work 
From bathrooms, kitchens, 

flooring, painting, 
sheetrock work, stucco repair, 

wood fencing, pergolas 
We’ve done it all! 

361-765-4098 

Home Repair & Remodeling 
Red Coral 

Construction Company 
361-688-6662 

Home & Tiled Bathroom 
Remodeling 

Additions • Carpentry • Painting 
Siding Soffit & Fascia • Tiling 

• Flooring • Concrete • Drywall 
and Fencing 

Doors & Window Installation 
Ask about our many more services  

to fit your needs 
20+ Years Experience     

License & Insured * Free Estimates 
Dependable & Reliable Service 

Roofing 
Wolfe Construction, Inc. 
x Insurance Restoration 

Specialists 
x Roofing 
x Residential & Commercial 

Bryan Wolfe 
361-949-1180  

15809 El Soccorro Loop 
Corpus Christi TX 78418 
ROOFING PROS! 

Custom Home Exteriors, Inc. 
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100 

Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified 
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles 

Island Homeowner 
Roofing Padre Island 

Since 1985! 
Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts 

Artistic Construction 
Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc.  

Licensed & Insured 
Member of Padre Island 

Business Association 
361-444-4702 

Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc 
Puppies For Sale 

�
CKC DALMATIAN PUPPIES 

$800 
Call 361-945-1897 

Al-Anon & AA Meetings�
Is alcohol causing a problem  

in your family? 
Try Al-Anon 

  Al-Anon meets at 7:00 pm Sundays at 
Padre Island Baptist Church�
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Sunset 7 AA Group  
Meets four times per week on 

North Padre Island 
Monday and Wednesday 

 7 pm at Island  
Presbyterian Church,  

14030 Fortuna Bay Dr. 
Friday 7 pm and  

Sunday 8 am at Padre Balli RV 
Park Open Pavilion 
 15820 Park Rd 22. 

(In bad weather, the Friday and 
Sunday meetings will  
 be indoors at IPC) 
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Crossword Solution

7LGHV�RI�WKH�:HHN
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Captain Dee shakes hands with Port 
$UDQVDV�UHVLGHQW�+HOIQHU�$SSOLQJ�-U��

Help us spread the word about sea turtle nesting season!
:LWK�QHVWLQJ�VHDVRQ�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�ODWH�0DUFK��ZH�DUH�XUJLQJ�7H[DV�EHDFK�YLVL-

tors to stay vigilant, drive slowly and avoid disturbing nest sites to help protect 
imperiled sea turtles, including the endangered Kemp’s ridley and the threatened 

loggerhead and green sea turtles. By reporting your sea turtle nesting sight-
ings promptly from March through September, you can directly contribute to the 
success of these nesting attempts and help recover sea turtle populations on the 

Texas coast.
If a nesting sea turtle is seen, we advise visitors in Texas to quickly report the 

HYHQW�E\�FDOOLQJ�������7857/(���������������������$IWHU�REVHUYLQJ�DQG�UHSRUW-
ing a sea turtle, visitors are asked to remain at the site until a biologist arrives. 

If it is not possible to stay until a biologist arrives, visitors are asked to carefully 
mark the site by laying pieces of beach debris, such as pieces of wood or other 
GHEULV��LQ�D�ODUJH�FLUFOH�DURXQG�WKH�QHVW�DUHD�VR�ELRORJLVWV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�WKH�

nest when they arrive.
Together, we can help these vulnerable species thrive once again. Photo of a Na-

tional Park Service biologist recording data on a Kemp’s ridley sea turtle. 
Photo by NPS.

/HJHQGDU\�3RUW�$UDQVDV�&DSWDLQ�'HH�
:DOODFH�LQGXFWHG�LQWR�WKH�7H[DV�6DOWZDWHU�

)LVKLQJ�+DOO�RI�)DPH

PadreBoatTours.com
Cruises aboard the Island’s new 
���IRRW�WRXU�ERDW�QRZ�DYDLODEOH�

&DOO��������������IRU�UHVHUYDWLRQV�RU�JR�WR�3DGUHERDWWRXUV�FRP
Individual and group rates available
*R�WR�3DGUH�%RDW�7RXUV�RQ�)DFHERRN�

Here is some info on the changes with 
KPABs involvement this year.
.3$%�¿UVW�LQLWLDWHG�UHF\FOLQJ�DW�7H[DV�
6DQG)HVW�LQ�������7KDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�RI�RXU�
volunteers who have worked hard through 
VL[�6DQG)HVW�HYHQWV�WR�SURYH�WKDW�LW�FDQ�
ZRUN���/DVW�\HDU��ZH�UHF\FOHG������OEV�RI�
aluminum and 980 lbs of cardboard - esti-
mated at 28,320 cans and 908-12 in boxes! 
:H�DUH�VR�SURXG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�DOXPLQXP�
and cardboard recycling has now become 

There are still a few volunteer slots for 
7H[DV�6DQG)HVW���

D�SDUW�RI�WKH�6DQG)HVW�ZDVWH�PDQDJHPHQW��
:D\�WR�JR�.3$%�DQG�7H[DV�6DQG)HVW���
KPAB has purchased more recycling bins to 
use at the event and these will be available 
for other events in Port Aransas to borrow.
So - KPAB doesn’t need to schedule a 
separate workforce of volunteers to work 
UHF\FOLQJ�IRU�WKH�HYHQW��:H�KLJKO\�HQFRXU-
age our volunteers to sign up to volunteer 
WKURXJK�6DQG)HVW�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�RWKHU�QHHGV���
You can help before, during or after the 
event.

(DFK�\HDU��7H[DV�6DQG)HVW�KRVWV�D�UDIÀH�
for an ultimate golf cart giveaway. This 
year’s is a six-seater beauty. If you want 
to try your luck at an easy way to win a 

brand-new golf cart, this is for you.

To no one’s surprise legendary Port Aransas 
&DSWDLQ�'HH�:DOODFH�KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�LQGXFW-
HG�LQWR�WKH�7H[DV�6DOWZDWHU�)LVKLQJ�+DOO�RI�
)DPH��
Anyone who has spent any time in Port 
Aransas in the past half century has prob-
ably run across Captain Dee. He attended 
school in Port Aransas before there was 
a high school and became a boat caption 
there after working overseas.
Dee was a pioneer in bringing no-kill 
¿VKLQJ�WRXUQDPHQWV�WR�3RUW�$UDQVDV�DQG�
has judged the contests for more than a 
GHFDGH�XVLQJ�YLGHRV�WR�LGHQWLI\�¿VK�LQ�
catch and release tournaments. He moved 
back to Port Aransas full-time in 2002 and 
LQ������HQWHUHG�WKH�3RFR�%XHQR�)LVKLQJ�
7RXUQDPHQW�DV�&DSWDLQ�RI�WKH�+DVWD�/XHJR�
DQG�ZRQ�¿UVW�SODFH��+H�ZDV�DOVR�LQYROYHG�
ZLWK�WKH�'HHS�6HD�5RXQGXS�)LVKLQJ�
Tournament for 21 years. He continues in 
DQ�RI¿FLDWLQJ�UROH�IRU�WRXUQDPHQWV�VXFK�DV�
WKH�'HDQ�+DZQ�)LVKLQJ�7RXUQDPHQW�DQG�
+RXVWRQ�%LJ�*DPH�)LVKLQJ�&OXE¶V�/RQHVWDU�
6KRRWRXW�%LOO¿VK�7RXUQDPHQW���+H�LV�RQ�WKH�
%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�IRU�WKH�7H[DV�/HJHQGV�
%LOO¿VK�7RXUQDPHQW�DQG�KDV�PDQDJHG�WKDW�
tournament for the last three years. He is 
DOVR�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�RI�WKH�3RUW�$UDQVDV�/DGLHV�
Powder Puff Tournament. 

A long history
Dee began as a boat captain in the oil in-
dustry running ocean-going boats between 
7ULQLGDG�DQG�9HQH]XHOD�EHIRUH�UXQQLQJ�
ERDWV�DORQJ�WKH�(DVW�&RDVW�IURP�WKH�*UHDW�
/DNHV�WR�)ORULGD�DQG�FURVVLQJ�WKH�$WODQWLF�
to Normandy where he lived for four years 
ZKLOH�RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�
/RRN�IRU�-HDQ�3DXO�5LFKDUG��D�ZHDOWK\�DQG�
ZRUOG�UHQRZQHG�)UHQFK�OLJKW�WDFNOH�¿VKHU-
PDQ��2QFH�WKH�)UHQFK�/RRN�ZDV�FRPSOHWH�
he captained it halfway around the world 
IURP�)UDQFH�WR�$XVWUDOLD�WR�%UD]LO��,Q�UHFHQW�
\HDUV�KH�KDV�FDSWDLQHG�DQQXDO�¿VKLQJ�H[SH-
ditions to Nova Scotia in pursuit of tuna.   

A judge’s life
As a judge in the Deep Sea Roundup Dee 
watched videos of catches to determine 
WRXUQDPHQW�SRLQWV�RIWHQ�¿QGLQJ�KLPVHOI�
on the receiving end of unhappy com-
PHQWV�IURP�DQJOHUV��:KHQ�DVNHG�LI�KH�HYHU�
UHFHLYHG�DQ\�GHDWK�WKUHDWV�IURP�DQJU\�¿VK-
ermen Dee replied, “If I don’t get at least 
three a year it’s a slow year.”
On one occasion the writer witnessed an 
angler argue with Dee as they watched a 
video to determine if the catch was a white 
or blue marlin.
³<RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�¿Q�ULJKW�WKHUH�´�WKH�PDQ�
insisted. “It’s a blue.”
“I don’t see it,” Dee said, as he squinted at 
the screen.
³&RPH�RQ�PDQ�´�WKH�¿VKHUPDQ�VDLG��³,�
need the points.” 

In his Port Aransas drawl Dee replied, “It’s 
not that kind of tournament son” and the 
matter was settled.
Dee achieved legendary status when he 
successfully delivered the motor yacht of 
San Antonio Spurs owner Peter Holt to 
)ORULGD�DIWHU�WZR�SUHYLRXV�XQVXFFHVVIXO�
tries by other captains. The problem was a 
ghost in the electrical system which caused 
one of the twin screws to shut down mak-
ing the vessel hard to steer and each time 
the previous captains had returned to Port 
Aransas. 
“Are you going to turn around if one of the 
props quits working,” Dee was asked.
“If I did I would never live it down,” Dee 
VDLG��DQG�ZDV�DV�JRRG�DV�KLV�ZRUG��:KHQ�
one of the props quit not long after leaving 
Port A Dee successfully docked the boat 
along the Gulf Coast before delivering it to 
)ORULGD�ZKLOH�WRZLQJ�D����IRRW�¿VKLQJ�ERDW��
Congratulations to Dee for his induction 
LQWR�WKH�+DOO�RI�)DPH�DQG�ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
to seeing him around Port Aransas.
Dale Rankin 



party and the yearly Pig Party are both time 
honored traditions that give Port A some of its 
colorful history. This year Shorty’s welcomes 
back one of the greatest artists of Texas music 
history with the undeniable King of Tex Mex 
Joe King Carrasco y los Free Mexican Air 
Force. Joe King has played Shorty’s many 
times through the years and really loves Port 
Aransas. I’ve known Joe for many years and 
I’m close to his family in Oregon. These 
days he spends much of his time between 
)UDQFH��0H[LFR�DQG�7H[DV�DQG�LV�DGRUHG�DOO�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��5LJKW�QRZ�KH�LV�¿QLVKLQJ�
XS�KLV�³(FOLSVH�7HMDV´�WRXU�RI�7H[DV�DQG�ZH�
are grateful he included Shorty’s in this run. 
%7:��RQH�RI�WKH�VKRZV�-RH�SOD\HG�RQ�WKLV�WRXU�
ZDV�D�KLJK�SUR¿OH�VKRZ�RQ�Town Lake during 
6;6:�IRU�WKH�6WHDPERDW�����reunion show 
with Vallejo, Patrice Pike, Ian Moore, Bob 
Schneider and Soul Hat. Joe King is simply 
the best! Also on the bill will be soloist Peter 
Salas and local faves Heavy Soul. 

Scattered shots…

It was a great week of music last week. I 
actually made it out to see seven different 
shows. Shorty’s had a couple of top shelf 
performances by Funk Rock Stereo and the 
red hot blues man John Cortez. I’m starting 
to see both of  those bands more and more 
RQ�WKH�ORFDO�VFHQH��7KH\�DUH�GH¿QLWHO\�WZR�
bands to see. Bron’s had blues rocker Rich 
Lockhart and the big ten piece horn band 
Cruise Control. I swear Cruise Control just 
keeps getting better and better. That lady singer 
of theirs, Lisa Lehman�LV�D�¿UHFUDFNHU��$QG�
Treasure Island also had a couple of winners 
last weekend with the National Nobodyz on 
)ULGD\�DQG�FRXQWU\�EDQG�Tumble Dry Low on 
6DWXUGD\��7KH�OHDG�PDQ�IRU�7XPEOH�'U\�/RZ��
Brian Kasik is super talented. 

DO NOT MISS LIST  
Coming this weekend…

&RPLQJ�WKLV�ZHHNHQG�RQ�)ULGD\�Shorty’s has 
WKH�JUHDW�&DMXQ�]\GHFR�EDQG�Boudreaux and 
Pousson, Buddy Cortines of the band Bottle 
and Bandits is at Treasure Island and Mike 
McClure is at the Third Coast Theater. On 
Saturday the super hot jam band Triptonite 
will play Bron’s, Carson Miller will be 
at Treasure Island plus the Gaff will have 
their bi-monthly Belt Sander Races at 4:00 
with Minnesota Al providing the tunes… 
and of course I already mentioned Shorty’s 
$QQLYHUVDU\ show with music all day and all 
night . Also 6DQG)HVW is on the April 19- 21 
and it’s Earth Day on the 22nd with the Human 
Peace Sign at the beach. The fun never stops 
around here, does it? Be safe out there!!!
ƉƈƉ�$QG��WKDW¶V�WKH�WUXWK�ƉƈƉ

By Ronnie Narmour
ronnienarmour@gmail.com

Three Chords and the Truth

The Gaff
Cold Beer        Open Daily at 11 am Hot Pizza

Live MusicBelt Sander 
Races

On the local front…

7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�HFOLSVH�WKLV�ZHHN��:K\�GLGQ¶W�
anybody tell me? Just kidding… you couldn’t 
miss it even if you tried. It was kind of nice 
getting a brief reprieve from all the lousy news. 
:H�JRW�WR�FHOHEUDWH�D�PRPHQW�RI�GDUNQHVV«�
which is similar to the lousy news I suppose. 
I digress. It was a cloudy day here in Port 
$UDQVDV�RQ�0RQGD\�VR�,�JRW�WR�VWDUH�GLUHFWO\�DW�
the sun without going blind and I must admit; 
it was kind of cool. I didn’t have any major 
HSLSKDQ\�RU�¿QG�UHOLJLRQ�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�,�
did enjoy the moment of calm in the middle 
of the day. The news guys dissected the event 
thoroughly. There were mass gatherings and 
weddings and wedding proposals and live shots 
of where the sun once was and then wasn’t. 
So now what? It’s hard to top the sun going 
dark and all the associated media hoopla but 
WKHUH¶V�D�ORW�JRLQJ�RQ�DURXQG�KHUH��)RU�RQH�
thing, the weather is trying its best to get in 
sync with springtime. It’s still a little iffy but 
I’m convinced that we will, in fact, get our 
¿IWHHQ�PLQXWHV�RI�VSULQJ�DQ\�WLPH�QRZ��7KHVH�
sweeping storm systems going border to border 
across the map are bound to subside sometime. 
,¶P�VHHLQJ�WKH�ZLOGÀRZHUV�LQ�EORRP�DQG�RXU�
garden is looking strong. Plus, the calendar 
says its spring. So bring it on, if only for a little 
ELW��,�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKRVH�¿IWHHQ�PLQXWHV��
Before you know it, summer will rear its ugly 
head we won’t be nothing but hot. And I’m 
talking hotter than the hinges on the gates of 
hell complimented by the relentless invasion of 
tourists spitting on our collective necks. Sound 
familiar? You get used to it… not.

Happy Birthday Shorty’s…

This is a big weekend for Shorty’s Place, being 
that it’s their ��th�$QQLYHUVDU\ this Saturday! 
That’s big news in the dive bar arena. Shorty’s 
opened in 1946 by Mack Daniel and Gladys 
“Shorty” Fowler and was operated by their 
family until 2012 when local restaurateur, 
Edwin Meyers bought the business from Joy 
George��:KHQ�KLV�OHDVH�UDQ�RXW�DW�WKH�ÀDWV�
ORFDWLRQ�LQ�1RYHPEHU������0H\HUV�FXW�WKH�
building in half , picked it up and put it on the 
back of a big truck, hauled it down the street 
IRXU�RU�¿YH�EORFNV�DQG�SODQWHG�LW�LQ�WKH�ELJ�
middle of town, where it lives today. It still 
has the feel of the “old” Shorty’s when you 
walk into the new location, but it kind of does 
a head trip on you when you leave… as in, 
“where did the Coast Guard Station�JR"´�:H�
got used to it though. The cool thing about 
WKH�QHZ�ORFDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�LW�UHGH¿QHV�WKH�DUHD�
known as “downtown Port A” or at least the 
“entertainment district.” Shorty’s is now within 
spitting distance of most of the other bars in 
town; 7KH�*DII��7UHDVXUH�,VODQG��9):��5HG¶V�
Riviera, The Salty Dog not to mention most of 
the popular restaurants in town; MacDaddy’s, 
Lelo’s, La Playa, The Venetian Plate, The Crazy 
Cajun, Castaways and The Tortuga Grill, The 
Pizzeria, etc. are all within a short walking 
distance of Shorty’s. The annual anniversary 

Live Music
TONIGHT

-LP�'XJDQ�DQG�IDPLO\�VWDUH�DW�WKH�VXQ�
on Monday.

(DUWK�'D\�WKLV�\HDU�LV�RQ�0RQGD\��$SULO�
22. Human Peace Sign on the beach at 4 
30�LQ�3RUW�$��3KRWR�E\�6WHYH�&RRQV

Cajun-Zydeco masters Boudreaux & 
3RXVVRQ�ZLOO�SOD\�6KRUW\¶V�WKLV�)ULGD\�

-RKQ�&RUWH]�ZLWK�-RG\�-HQQLQJV�DQG�0DWW�
3HUH]�ZLOO�SOD\�%URQ¶V�WKLV�)ULGD\�

Triptonite will play Bron’s this Saturday.

-RH�.LQJ�&DUUDVFR�ZLOO�SOD\�6KRUW\¶V�
��WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�WKLV�6DWXUGD\�DW���

6DQG)HVW������ZLOO�EH�KHUH�$SULO���WK�

)ULGD\��$SULO���
Boudreaux & Pousson 
@ Shorty’s
-RKQ�&RUWH]�#�%URQ¶V
Buddy Cortines @ 
Treasure Island
0LNH�0F&OXUH�#�
Third Coast Theater
Clark Bros @ 
9LUJLQLD¶V�RQ�WKH�%D\
Triptonite @ Pelican 
/RXQJH
5REHUW�0F&R\�#�
Pearl Oyster Bar
6WRQH\�/D5XH�#�
Brewster Downtown
Cover Tones @ 
([HFXWLYH�6XUI�&OXE
Cruise Control @ 
South Texas Ice House
7UHV�0DWWV�#�
([FKDQJH
Raul Ayala, Joseph 
0DUWLQH]�#�5RFNLW¶V
Chainlinks @ Annex
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�
Blackbeard’s
18 Hours @ BUS
0LFKDHO�$QWKRQ\�
3HUH]�#�.%RE¶V
7KH�*URRYH�#�/D�
Playa by the Bay

6DWXUGD\��$SULO����
Joe King Carrasco, 
Heavy Soul, Peter 
6DODV�#�6KRUW\¶V���th 
Anniversary
%(/7�6$1'(5�
5$&(6������#�*DII
Jim Dugan @ Gaff
Triptonite @ Bron’s 
Backyard
&DUVRQ�0LOOHU�#�
Treasure Island
Billy Snipes @ Island 
Italian
Clark Bros @ 
9LUJLQLD¶V�RQ�WKH�%D\
)LVK�)HVW�#�&RQQ�
Brown Harbor
Raul Ayala @ Pelican 
/RXQJH
-RKQ�&RUWH]�#�%RDW�
House
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�3HDUO�
Oyster Bar
The Groove @ 
Rockits
Young Klassics @ 
([FKDQJH
-RQPLNDHO�0UH]�
Band @ Brewster 
Downtown
Alexismyrissa & Her 
9DWRV�/RFDV�#�+RXVH�
of Rock
0LFKDHO�$QWKRQ\�
3HUH]�#�7LOORV�$OLFH
-RH\�6W��9LQFHQW�#�
/XOX¶V�/DQGLQJ
Cruise Control @ 
Sugar Shack
Jules Taylor @ Joe’s 

Crabshack Shoreline
%ULDQ�:LQIUH\�#�
Blackbeard’s
/XFN\�'RJ]�#�
([HFXWLYH�6XUI�&OXE

6XQGD\��$SULO����
)LVK�)HVW�#�&RQQ�
Brown Harbor
-LP�'XJDQ��7\�'LHW]�#�
Shorty’s
%UDG�(WKULGJH�#�*DII
&ODUN�%URV�#�9LUJLQLD¶V�
on the Bay
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�%OXH�
0DUOLQ
-HUU\�:DUG�#�3HOLFDQ�
/RXQJH
Raul Ayala @ Rockits
Jennifer Gayle Bradley 
@ Blackbeard’s
&DW¿VK�%OXHV�-DP�#�
Rialto Theater

0RQGD\��$SULO�����
$ORQ]R�&UX]�#�
3HOLFDQ�/RXQJH
&KXFN�$OPDUH]�#�
Blackbeard’s

7XHVGD\��$SULO���
2SHQ�0LF�Z�5HY�0DWW�
@ House of Rock
/RXLH�	�&HOHVWH�'XR�#�
([FKDQJH
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�
Blackbeard’s
/RV�/RFDOV�#�3DOP�
Republic

:HGQHVGD\��
$SULO���
%UDG�(WKULGJH�23(1�
0,&�#�*DII
&OHDUWRQH¶V�#�9):
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s
7\�'LHW]�#�9HUQRQ¶V
'DYH¶V�'XR�#�.DW]
Art Barrera @ Pelican 
/RXQJH
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�
Blackbeard’s
0DQWHO�-HQQLQJV�#�
([FKDQJH

7KXUVGD\��$SULO���
6HO¿H�#�6KRUW\¶V
5REW�0F&R\�	�/XLV�
9LOODUUHDO�#�*DII
&ODUN�%URV�#�9LUJLQLD¶V�
on the Bay
Twin Tribes, Dark 
Synth @ House of Rock
-DP�1LJKW�#�([FKDQJH
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s
5XEHQ�/LPDV�#�,VODQG�
Italian
Raul Ayala @ Rock 
Bottom
0LFKDHO�$QWKRQ\�3HUH]�
@ Brewster Southside
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