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By Dale Rankin

Spring Break 2024 is now official-
ly behind us and it can be said that
we registered only one day with
favorable weather. Crowds hit the
beach on Saturday under sunny
skies with fair winds but for the
other two weeks that constitute
spring break hereabouts it was
either cloudy, rainy, or windy and
sometimes all three. The traffic
jams that often clog our roads
during this period failed to mate-
rialize this year and now we await
further weather events as we roll

through the heart of the Island.

Happy Time.
We haven’t had time to check this
week but here’s hoping that the
medical plan at the Corpus Christi
Police Department includes treat-
ment for writer’s cramp since of-
ficers wrote a total of 1500 traffic
tickets over the course of Spring
Break 2024. Drivers motivating
across the JFK Causeway and
along State Highway 361 over the
past two weeks can attest to the
steady presence of officers head-
ing off trouble before it happened.
The good news is that even with
the spring break traffic there were
only 19 traffic accidents reported
with several of those at the light
at the SPID/Aquarius intersection.
Officers also answered a total of
21 Noise Ordinance Violations
when things got out of control.
CCPD assigned bike officers to Is-
land neighborhoods which resulted
in the reporting of only two bur-
glaries. There were the usual dust
ups and conflicts that arise when
the beach crowds roll in but all
in all this has to go down as one
of the most peaceful and non-dis-
ruptive spring breaks in memory.
The Island Happy Time rolls on
through the last week in May
when Memorial Day brings us the
No Left Turn Summer Around
The Island. It’s time to exhale and
enjoy our Island everybody.

Stick ‘em up!
[f you notice a few things out of
place in this issue of the Island
Moon it’s because our computer
system was hacked this week and
we are being held for ransom. Our
files going all the way back to
2007 were turned into a bunch of
wiggly lines unless we cough up
the cost of half a bit coin. We’re
working through the process
and hope to have things back to
normal by this time next week.
How a little weekly newspaper on
a sandbar in the Gulf of Mexico
ended up warranting being raided
by computer extortionists is still
unknown and flattering in its own
way but infuriating nonetheless.
Bear with us.

Yacht Club event
And finally this weekend marks
the first annual Boat Show &
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This design rendering of Bob Hall Pier was presented this week to County Official has a restaurant
space. Currently, the restaurant space has not been fully designed. More Images on page 2 of this Issue.
By Dale Rankin
The design for a new 1253-foot
long Bob Hall Pier will go out to
bids on April 1 with construction
on the $19.5 million project antici-

pated to begin by the end of 2024.
Nueces County Commissioners on
Tuesday approved the final plans

for the pier and in a separate move
dedicated an additional $1 million

from a combination of funds from
different sources to add a restau-
rant structure as the plan moves

Bob Hall cont. on A3

Public invited

Boat Show & Market Days Padre Island Yacht Club
Saturday, March 23, Sunday, March 24

The public is invited to attend the
first annual Padre Island Yacht
Club and Boat Show & Market
Days on Saturday, March 23, and
Sunday, March 24 at the club.
The event includes a boat show
by Gulf Coast Marine which will
have boats on trailers and in the
water, and more than forty ven-
dors, many with a nautical theme,
food trucks, and the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary will conduct free
boat safety inspections. The event
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is also a fundraiser for the 4th of
July Island Blast fireworks show
which funded solely by donations.
The event runs from 10 a.m. to

5 p.m. on Saturday, and 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. on Sunday. There is a
two dollar entry fee all of which
is a donation to the Island Blast
Fireworks show. Children under
eleven are free. Parking is along
Whitecap Boulevard and free
shuttles to the event will be pro-
vided.

The Padre Island Yacht Club is
located at 13403 Whitecap Boule-
vard, at the west end of Whitecap
Blvd.

Padre Island Charity Poker Run
Season kicks off next week

The first Padre Island Charity
Poker run of the year will be held
on Thursday, March 28th bene-
fitting The Texas Sealife Center.
The Padre Island Poker run is
one of the most successful events
benefitting Island Non-profits

so come out and support one of
our favorite charities The Texas

Poker cont. on A3

A little South Texas history

Texas Rangers in Mexico City

Editor s note: As our readers

know in the past several issues we
have been running a series on the
Texas Rangers in the Nueces Strip

in the late 1870s. Due to an attack Wl

on our computer system we are
unable to run the next installment
of that series in this issue and
hope to continue it next week.

This week we jump back a few
decades to the late 1840s as Texas
Rangers entered Mexico City as
part of the U.S. Army in the U.S. —
Mexico War.

Troops of Texas Rangers under
the leadership of legendary Texas

John Coffee Has

Ranger Colonel Jack Hays fought
their way through the streets

of Monterrey, Mexico in house

to house fighting before being
recalled to San Antonio where
they reformed, adding more men
and arming themselves with two
long-barreled six-shot Colt pistols
as they landed in Veracruz and
began a march to Mexico City.
Their accoutrements were few;
besides the pistols and a rifle each
Ranger carried a knife, a hemp
rope or hair lariat, and a raw-
hide riata. But being formed and

History cont. on page A5

By the numbers

The New
Bob Hall
Pier

Cost
$27.3 million total budget for new
pier
$2.9 million spend to demolish the
old pier structure
$2.8 million cost of design and
engineer work
$19.5 million estimated cost of
new pier
$21.5 million currently available
for new pier
$3.6 million cost of adding restau-
rant structure to new pier

Structure
1253 feet long
18.5 feet above sea level
20 feet wide
150 mph - designed to stand 150
mph winds
33 feet between each support
piling
58 feet x 58 feet public plaza
5 feet by 13 feet — size of break-
away wooden panels that make up
the pier walkway
2 fish cleaning stations
1 NOAA weather station
4 Separate items in bid package:
1) Pier structure
2) Cost of turning old
(remaining) Mikel May’s structure
into a public viewing area
3) NOAA platform
4) UHMW (composite)
sleeves to cover steel pilings in
new pier (expected to extend the
life of the steel pilings by 15-20
years)

Bob Hall
Rebuild
schedule

March 18 Nueces County Coastal
Parks Board approves moving
forward with 100% design for new
pier

March 20 Nueces County Com-
missioners Court approves moving
forward with 100% design for new
pier

April 1 project goes out for bids
May 9 open bids

May 22 selection of bidder (con-
tractor) for the project

June 1 contract with selected
bidder goes to Nueces County
Commissions Court for approval
of contract

December 2024 (or before) con-

struction begins
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Bob Hall Pier

Dzd thzs week leave you feelzng sze you were the heron or the bobcat? Jacobs

1t can be hard for some of us to witness wildlife interactions like the one this
photographer captured in coastal Texas, but it'’s a key part of the way that our
ecosystems work. The great blue heron eats small fish, frogs or mammals; the
bobcat eats the great blue heron, and scavengers like black vultures clean up
anything the bobcat leaves behind. All the nutrients cycle back into the system.

Photos: used with permission by Jacob Hall
Post from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Nead a Handyman?
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2 i - Capt. Dillon Beck, Joshua Mettlach, Caleb Sumrall, and Capt. Brett Carron
Tricolored Heron By Laura Bennett ﬂ'm hauled in this catch Wednesday morning out of Marker 37 Marina

REAL LIFE CHURCH @ ISLAND IN THE SON
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
6:30 PM MARCH 29
myreallife.org

TER WITH REAL LIFE CHURCH!
Icome you to our Easter celebrations!
30pm on March 29 @ our temporary home of Island in the Son (10650 SH-361)
aster morning, March 31 @ Whitecap Beach . Meet us at the bottom of the parking lot next
 mile 215 & 216 for coffee, worship, a great message and communion. Bring a lawn chair!

We can't wait to see you there! =

real people. real community. real life.
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Letters to the Editor

T AM WHEEL. HEAR ME SQUEAK.

Please contribute to the Riley P. Dog Park!

Island obituary

“Eugene (Gene) H. Koch
June 11, 1938 - December 18, 2023

[t B o e N

S i 1] o e 12 e § sl "
Our home has a sign in the entry saying,
“Life is about good friends and great
adventures”. My husband Gene and I have
been fortunate to have both in our lives.
Gene was born in San Antonio, Texas in
1938. After becoming an officer in the
Navy, he fell in love with the sea. From the
carly days of our marriage in 1965 Phila-
delphia, we had dreamed of traveling on
a boat. As we were raising our two sons,
Gene 11l (Trey) and Scott Patrick, in San
Antonio, we were also reading cruising
magazines and listening to stories of other
people who were living their lives on the

water. When Gene was offered a job in
Corpus Christ, Texas, we moved one step
closer to our dream as we lived on Padre
Island with the Gulf of Mexico at our back
door. The Kochs moved to Padre Island in
1982 and were some of the first residents at
Commodores Cove. Gene was one of the
founders of the Padre Island Yacht Club. He
was an early commodore and was involved
in the decision to build our club’s building.
After Trey graduated from college and Scott
was well on his way to getting a degree,
Gene retired from his job with Frost Bank
and in 1994 we got aboard our boat, the
[lusion, sailing away from home. Little
did we know what we were getting into as
we cruised the Gulf of Mexico from South
Texas to the Caribbean, and then up the
East Coast. On the way we met interesting
people and visited large ports and small
villages. Each stop had a special charm.
For years we cruised from the East Coast to
Philadelphia, Chesapeake Bay, the Baha-
mas, and then back to Texas. Visiting with
cousins on the West Coast, we discovered
Oregon and Washington and decided to
have our boat trucked there.

As we visited new ports, Gene did the nav-
igating and I planned the trips ashore, writ-
ing articles for the Padre Island Moon titled

Beyond the JFK. The articles encouraged
other Padre Islanders to take short and long-
term cruises. We spent seven years on a port
in Vancouver Island. Several summers we
cruised the Inland Passage to Alaska, not
on a cruise ship, but on our own floating
home. As our years on the water added up,
our family continued to grow. Our son Trey
married his wife Lisa, Scott married his
wife, and we now have five grandchildren.
We did not want to miss the special part of
being grandparents, so we decided to move
ashore. Our boat was requiring more main-
tenance and so were we. We chose Ash-
land, Oregon as our new home port. Gene
had much more time to devote to family,
friends, and the activities that were always
going on. After more than fifteen years, our
roots in the Ashland community are deep
and special.

Gene passed peacefully at his home in
Ashland, Oregon on December 18, 2023
surrounded by family. He is survived by
his wife of 58 years, Bernice Koch; his
eldest son, Trey Koch; his youngest son,
Scott Koch; his grandchildren Lux, Cody,
Thea, and Exum. He also leaves behind his
brother, Tom Koch, and his youngest sister,
Sue Witten.”

Bernice Koch

Bob Hall cont. from Al

forward.

Designers presented the 100% complete
plans for the pier to the Nueces County
Coastal Parks Board on Monday where it
was approved and forwarded to the Nueces
County Commissioners Court on Wednes-
day where it was given final budgeting
approval allowing it to move through the
bidding process and toward construction.
The pilings on the new pier will be made

of treated steel filled with concrete and

will be surrounded by a protective sleeve
made of ultra high molecular weight
polyethylene (UHMW) which is designed to
extend the life of steel pilings by 15 years,
according to designers. The pier surface will
consist of five by thirteen-foot wide wooden
panels designed to pop off during high wave
and water events which sit atop 33-foot long
concrete support beams. The railings will be
of wood construction at a height of three-
and-one-half feet. The plans do not include
benches or shade structures, but do include
lighting under the pier. The plans call for
two sets of public restrooms, one set is to be
located in the free area of the pier, a second
set behind a gate where a fee is required. It
also includes a concession area which will
be operated by the county.

The plans approved this week do not
include the restaurant structure which

is currently at 30% design, however,

in anticipation of adding the restaurant
building the plans approved call for the

area of the pier where the structure will be
located to be reinforced to allow for the
addition of the building without further
work. The design on the restaurant structure
will move forward on a separate track in

s0 as not to impede progress on the pier
structure itself.

The plan approved Tuesday calls for a pub-
lic space fifty-eight by fifty-eight feet which
will eventually be included in the restaurant
structure along with the only remaining
piece of the former pier currently standing
bringing the total restaurant space to 5000
square-feet.

The restaurant
The restaurant building, referred to as a
Third Party Concession area in the plans,
is estimated to cost $2.5 million with $1.5
million remaining from original funding.
Commissioners on Wednesday announced
that the Port of Corpus Christi has agreed to
provide $250,000 in 2024 and an addition-
al; $250,000 in 2025. In addition Precinct
4 County Commissioner Brent Chesney
and County Judge Connie Scott allocated
an additional $500,000 from county funds
provided by the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) to reach the $2.5 million needed for
construction of the restaurant structure. No
timeline for design, bids, and construction
on the restaurant structure was announced.

Poker cont. from A1

Sealife Center. The event starts at The Black
Sheep Bistro at 6:00 P.M. where you can
get your entry card. The next stop is The
Boathouse Bar & Grill, then on to The Salty
Dolphin and ending at The Angry Marlin
where there will be a silent and live auction.
There will also be gift cards for best hand,

worst hand and best decorated vehicle. The
theme is “Turtally Awesome” so use your
imagination and decorate your cart, jeep

or vehicle in a turtle theme. It isn’t a race
so join in when you can as prizes and gift
cards won’t be awarded until 9:00 P.M. at
The Angry Marlin.

Around cont. from Al

Market Days at the Padre Island Yacht Club.
Details are included in this issue and we
want to encourage everyone to go out and
support the event as it becomes part of the
annual Island calendar. The $2 admission
fee is being donated to the Island July 4
Fireworks Show and the event includes
boats from Gulf Coast Marine and kayaks
from Wind & Wave, including a hybrid with
an electric motor; is this a great Island or
what...our kayaks have motors!

Anyway go out and support this Saturday
and Sunday event if you can and we will see
you there. In the meantime say hello if you

see us Around The Island.

Tricolored Heron By Laura Bennett
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New Boat Coming to Buccaneer Cruises in
North Padre Island!

The Bay King is 55ft of bay fishing excellence! For many years this vessel
fished the waters of the lower Laguna Madre out of South Padre Island. U HE I E K

Starting March 2024, this legend makes its way to the upper Laguna s
Madre to call North Padre Island it's new home. F

trip at BuccaneerCruises.com or
e \DAET call 361-742-3195

BEFOEE AFTER
CCOMCRETE LEVELED =500 BROSIOM WCHDE
FILLED =3WwiiwalNG PO CRACKS SEALED

s FWIERAIMG ARD POOOL DECEIMG LEVELED
= COMCRETE FOURDATICH LEVELRG «PFER AHD
AE AR FOILIMDAT IO WORE

<61 -880-7901

swins wminp lelabansb linmra prars cnin
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Senior Moments Special to The Island Moon

By Dotson Lewis
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Dotson s Note: Pershing
immediately sent the 7th Cavalry (seven
troops in two squadrons) south just after
midnight on March 18 to begin the pursuit,
followed by the 10th Cavalry moving by rail
two days later. From March 20 to March 30,
as the 11th Cavalry arrived in Columbus by
train from Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, and
then forced marched into Mexico, Pershing
dispatched four additional “‘flying columns”
through the mountainous territory into the
gaps between the original three columns.
Persistent winter weather through early
April, particularly bitterly cold nights at
high altitude, made both pursuit and logis-
tics more difficult. An additional regiment
of cavalry and two of infantry were added
to the expedition in late April, bringing its
total size to 4,800 men. Ultimately more
than 10,000 men—virtually every available
unit of the Regular Army and additional Na-
tional Guard troops—were committed to the
expedition either in Mexico or its supporting
units at Columbus.

Maj. Gen. John Pershing of the National
Army Because of disputes with the Carranza
administration over the use of the Mexico
North Western Railway to supply Pershing’s
troops, the United States Army employed
trucks to convoy supplies to the encamp-
ment where the Signal Corps also set up
wireless telegraph service from the border
to Pershing’s headquarters. This was the
first use of truck convoys in a U.S. military
operation

and provided useful experience for the
future World War. During this phase of the
campaign Pershing maintained a small mo-
bile headquarters of 30 men using a Dodge
touring car for personal transportation, to
keep abreast of the moving columns and
control their movements, employing aircraft
of the 1st Aero Squadron as messengers.
His headquarters advanced as far as the 1st
Aero Squadron’s field at Satevo, southeast
of Chihuahua City, before falling back at the
end of April.

Villa had a six-day head start on the pursuit,
all but ensuring that his forces would suc-
cessfully break up into smaller bands and he
would be able to hide in the trackless moun-
tains. Nevertheless, he was nearly caught by
the forced marches of the pursuing cavalry
columns when he recklessly paused in his
retreat to attack a Carrancista garrison. The
Battle of Guerrero was fought on March 29,
1916, after a 55-mile night march through
the snowy Sierra Madre by Colonel George
A. Dodd and 370 men of the 7th Cavalry.
360 Villistas had remained in Guerrero cele-
brating the victory won over the Carrancista
garrison and 160 more were in the next
valley in nearby San Ysidro.

Above, Staging area for truck trains that
supplied troops of General John J. Persh-
ing during the Pancho Villa Expedition, in
Columbus, New Mexico.

Dodd’s force was unexpected by the Vil-
lista, who hastily dispersed when the U.S.
troops appeared on the steep eastern bluffs
overlooking the town. Dodd immediately
attacked, sending one squadron west around
the town to block escape routes and advanc-
ing with the other. A planned charge was
thwarted when the fatigued horses were
unable to attain the proper gait. During a
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Pancho Villa Expedition Part 2

five-hour pursuit of fleeing Villista ele-
ments, over 75 of Villa’s men were killed or
wounded and he was forced to retreat into
the mountains. Only five of the Americans
were hurt, none of them fatally. The battle
is considered the single most successful
engagement of the expedition and possibly
the closest Pershing’s men came to captur-
ing Villa. After advancing from Namiquipa
on March 24 to San Diego del Monte,

the 10th Cavalry became isolated from
Pershing’s headquarters by a fierce snow
storm on March 31. A squadron of the 10th
marched toward Guerrero after receiving
reports of the action there and at midday
April 1 a meeting engagement resulted with
one of the retreating Villista groups, 150
strong, under Francisco Beltran at a ranch
near Agua Caliente. Breaking up into even
smaller groups and retreating over a wood-
ed ridge, some of the Villistas attempted

to defend themselves behind a stone wall,
resulting in what was purported to be the
first mounted cavalry charge by U.S. troops
since 1898, led by Major Charles Young.
The pursuit lasted until darkness and the
Buffalo Soldiers killed at least two Villistas
left on the field and routed the remainder
without loss. The action also was the first
time the U.S. Army used plunging fire by
machine guns to support an attack.

The columns pushed deeper into Mexico,
increasing tensions between the United
States and the Carranza government. On
April 12, 1916, Major Frank Tompkins and
Troops K and M, 13th Cavalry, numbering
128 men, were attacked by an estimated
500 Mexican troops as they were leaving
the town of Parral, 513 miles into Mex-
ico and almost to the state of Durango,
following violent protests by the civilian
populace. Tompkins had been personally
ordered to avoid a straight-up engagement
with de facto government troops to prevent
war between the countries and so used

a rear guard to keep the Carrancistas at

a distance during a retreat to his starting
point, the fortified village of Santa Cruz

de Villegas. Two Americans were killed in
the skirmishing, one was missing from the
rear guard, and another six were wound-
ed, while the Carrancista’s lost between
fourteen and seventy men, according to
conflicting accounts.

Above, American soldiers cross the arid
plains south of Columbus, New Mexico.
The battle marked a turning point in the
campaign. Military opposition by Carranza
forced a halt in further pursuit while dip-
lomatic conversations took place by both
nations to avoid war. Only four days earlier,
on April 8, Army Chief of Staff General
Hugh L. Scott had expressed to Secretary
of War Baker that Pershing had virtually
accomplished his mission and that it was
“not dignified for the United States to be
hunting one man in a foreign country”.
Baker concurred and so advised Wilson, but
following the fight at Parral the administra-
tion refused to withdraw the expedition, not
wanting to be seen as caving in to Mexican
pressure during an election year. Instead, on
April 21 Pershing ordered the four columns
that had converged near Parral to withdraw
to San Antonio de Los Arenales.

TO BE CONTINUED

Dotson’s Other Note: A week later Gen.
Scott assigned the cavalry regiments,
including the newly arrived 5th Cavalry, to
five districts created in central Chihuahua
in which to patrol and seek out the smaller
bands. The weekly Veterans Round Table
meetings are on Thursdays 9-11AM. All
veterans, their families and anyone inter-
ested in veterans’ activities, are invited. The
meeting location is at Del Mar College,
Center for Economic Development, 3209

S. Staples. (Across from Ray High School).
Also, the Veterans Radio Round Table is

on the air on KEYS AM 1440 & 98.7 FM,

8 — 10 a.m., Saturdays. Please listen and
call in or text. The listener/text line is: 361-
882-5397. It'’s your two hours, please let us
hear from you.

By Dale Rankin

As we often say in these pages the Large
Print doth giveth and the small print doth
taketh away. As we approach the election
season a corollary of that is that it is the
items at the top of the ballot that get the
most attention while it is the races at the
bottom of the ballot that we live with every
day. Think of it this way; you are a lot more
likely to end up in front of the Justice of the
Peace than the President. With that said the
races way down there on an upcoming May
ballot that few voters will pay attention to
could have the most profound impact on
Island pocketbooks than any we have ever
seen before.

Nueces Appraisal District
For the first time ever some members of the
Board of Directors of the Nueces County
Appraisal District are going to be elected.
There are two boards that run the appraisal
district, the Board of Directors currently
has eight members appointed by the various
taxing entities and primarily makes budget
decisions. The second board is the Appraisal
Review Board (ARB) and the one most of
us are familiar with since it is the one we
encounter when we appeal our property
values and both boards are undergoing
profound changes as a result of new rules
that came out of the last session of the
legislature.

Let’s start with the Board of Directors. That
board is going to be changed and will go
from the current eight members to nine and
while most of those members will still be
appointed by the cities in the county and
Nueces County Commissioners three will
now be elected by the public. Until now that
board has not appointed members of the
Appraisal Review Board; instead members
of the ARB have been appointed by a rotat-
ing and random list of District Judges who
for the most part appoint ARB members
recommended by the staff at the NCAD.
But moving forward, at least as things now
stand, members of the ARB will be chosen
by the board of directors.

That is important because on May 4, barely
a month from now, three of the members of
the Board of Directors will be elected for
the first time and there are a couple of wrin-
kles here that taxpayers need to know about
because they will have a profound impact
on our property values going forward.

Two powerful seats
Under the new rules appointees to the ARB
must have the approval of two of the three
new members of the Board of Directors
who will be elected in May. That means that
two of the three elected board members will
have veto power over any new appointees
to the ARB that actually hears cases. Those
are two powerful seats.

Second, and this is crucial, the Board of
Directors of the district are in charge of
running the election for the three new
members who are running for three separate
seats that are being added to the current
board. As you read this there is no require-
ment that the eleven candidates who have
announced for those three seats must file
any campaign finance reports. Think about
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Stuff [ Heard on the Island

that. This smells like a power grab. In order
to add members to the ARB two members
of the Board of Directors who are elected
must give their approval and we don’t know
who is backing them for office with their
pocketbook. This is the only election like
this there is.

As we sit here today Nueces County had to
cut $8 million from its current fiscal budget
because of an appeal of property value filed
by a local refinery and while the case is on
appeal the refinery pays the lower appraised
value, which is what led to the current coun-
ty deficit. If a refinery or any other large
taxpayer in Nueces County decides to throw
money at the races for the three seats on the
Board of Directors in order to get friendly
faces there we will never know about it. If
those two board votes place equally friendly
faces on the ARB that board can hand out
low property values to their backers and

the only course of action left is through the
courts if the Board of Directors decides to
go that route. This will shift the tax burden
in the county toward residential proper-

ty owners. The current failure to require
candidates to disclose their financial backers
changes the game entirely and the Board of
Directors has the power to require that they
be filed but so far that has not happened and
according to a White Paper from the Texas
Secretary of State quoted in these pages last
week they are not required to; that is up to
the board in each appraisal district and so
far ours has remained silent on the matter.

Realpolitiks
So where does that leave us as Islanders? In
fact it leaves us in a very good position if
we take advantage of it. As stated the eleven
candidates running for the board are split
into three separate races with four candi-
dates in two races and three in the third. The
new law requires that the winner in each
race get a majority of votes and with those
crowded fields there is almost certainly go-
ing to be three runoff elections in June. The
last countywide May election was in 2022
when only 6412 of 211,321 (3%) registered
voters in the county cast ballots and if there
is a June runoff election it is quite possible
the races for the three seats on the Appraisal
District Board of Directors will be the only
races on the ballot. If that is the case cut
that 6412 number by at least half and all
three seats could be decided by 1500 votes.
As mentioned we have 8400 registered
Island voters and if we all vote for the same
three candidates in the three separate races
then we would have sway over three seats
on the Nueces County Appraisal District
Board of Directors and two of them have to
approve members of the ARB which hears
the appeals of our property values. I like the
sound of that.

The realpolitiks of why this system was
devised in Austin remain opaque and really
don’t matter, what matters is that if Island
voters pay attention we can fundamentally
change the way our property is valued for
taxation purposes. Instead of just complain-
ing about how we are taxed on The Island
we can actually do something about it.

That’s a power grab we can live with.

SEASHORE CHARTER SCHOOLS
>>> >>> HOOKED ON EXCELLENCE

. WHAT ARE WE?

»» WHO DO WE SERVE? F@":’“\

| = Grades K-8

» Studenis living on the isiand, Fiour Biuff, NAS,
and Port Aransas

WHY SEASHORE SCHOOLS?

oon Eﬁ“\j‘ @ SEASHORE LEARNING CENTER: k-4 361-949-1222

T

@ SEASHORE MIDDLE ACADEMY:5-8  361-654-1134 M E



March 22, 2024
History cont. from Al

trained as border fighters and not Army reg-
ulars their dress was up to each Ranger. As
Hays and two companies rode into Puebla,
Mexico Albert Brackett, a lieutenant in the
Fourth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers
wrote the following description:

They certainly were an odd-looking set
of fellows, and it seems to be their aim to
dress as outlandishly as possible. Bobtailed
coats and “longtailed blues” low and high-
crowned hats, some slouched and others
Panama, with a sprinkling of black leather
caps, constituted their uniforms; and a
thorough coating of dust over all, and cov-
ering their huge beards gave them a savage
appearance. Their horses ranged from little
mustangs to large American full-bloods,
and were every shad and color. Each man
carried a rifle, a pair of pistols, and...two
of Colt s revolvers, a hundred of them could
discharge a thousand shots in two minutes.
And with what precision the Mexican alone
can tell. [ watched them closely as they went
silently by me, and could distinguish no dif-
ference between the offices and men. They
carried no sabers.

Another member of the Indiana Volunteers,
Lt. Colonel Ebenezer Dumont, was also
there and wrote the following:

They rode, some sideways, some standing
upright, some by the revers flank, some
faced to the rear, some on horses, some
on asses, some on mustangs and some on
mules. Here they came, rag-tag and bobtail,
pell-mell, helter skelter. The head of one
covered with a slouched hat, that of another
with a towering cocked hat, another bare-
headed whilst twenty others had caps made
of the skins of every variety of wild and
tamed beasts ...
A nobler set of fellows than these same
Texans tetterdemalions never unsheathed
a sword in their country’s cause or offered
up their lives on their country's alter. Young
and vigorous, kind, generous, and brave,
they have purposely dressed themselves
in such a garb, as to prove to the world
at a glance that they are neither regulars
nor volunteers common, but Texas Rang-
ers-as free and unrestrained as the air they
breathe, or the deer in their own native
wildwood. Many condemned them on sight,
for the world is prone to judge a man by his
coat. But by correct deportment and marked
propriety during their stay at this place they
won rapidly upon the esteem of those who
had condemned them in advance.
Don’t throw rocks
But the Mexican population soon learned
the Ranger were not to be trifled with.
As they entered Mexico City they drew a
crowd and a bystander decided to throw a
rock at the Ranger column which knocked
the hat of one Ranger to the ground. Retal-
iation was as instantaneous as the muzzle
flash of a Colt pistol and the thrower fell
dead. Without a word the Ranger leaned in
his saddle and picked up his hat and con-
tinued riding. The lesson was slow to sink
in and a few blocks later another rock was
thrown with the same result. The eyewit-
nesses reported the only sound to be heard
besides the two gunshots was the sound of
horses hoofs on pavement and the creak of
saddle leather. The Rangers had arrived.
A Colonel in the U.S. Army who had seen
the Rangers fight around Puebla wrote:
Hays men entered the city of the Aztecs
and approached the Halls of Montezuma...
the subject of universal curiosity. The sides

Island Moon

of the streets were lined with spectators of
every hue and grade, from a major general
of the North American Army to a Mexican
beggar. Quietly they moved along. Not a
word was spoken. They seemed unconscious
that they were the observed of all observers.
The trees in their own native forests would
have attracted as much of their attention
as they seemed to bestow on upon anything
around them. They seemed to say “We have
seen men, and have been in cities before.”
They became known as the Los Diablos
Tejanos — The Texas Devils — and a corre-
spondent from the New Orleans Picayune
wrote:

As the gallant Rangers filed through the
streets, covered with mud and dust accumu-
lated on their long journey, it would have
done you good to see the Mexicans stare,
particularly when they were informed that
these were the much dreaded Texans or

Tejanos. Dressed as Rangers always are,
in anything that comes to hand —some with
blankets draped around them, and some in
their shirt sleeves — but all well mounted
and well armed, they presented a sight nev-
er before seen in the streets of Mexico, and
the usually noisy leperos (beggars) were as
still as death while they were passing. The
gallant Jack hays appeared to be the object
of peculiar interest, and the better informed
class of Mexicans were particularly anxious
to have pointed out to them the man whose
name has been the terror of their nation for
the past twelve years.

That same evening as several of the Rangers
were filing into a theatre a thief ran up and
stole a valued handkerchief from a Ranger
pocket and met the same fate as the earlier
rock throwers. Later they dined at the Inn
of the National Theater and their waiter
studied them carefully before asking from
which part of the Estados Unidos they came
from.

“Somos Tejanos,” we are Texans came the
reply. The waiter dropped his tray and ran
from the room. As confrontations between
the Texans and local citizens became more
frequent Colonel Hays was called before
General Winfield Scott, the top American
commander.

“I have been informed, sir, since the arrival
of your command in this city, two Mexicans
has been killed. I hold you, sir, responsi-
ble for the acts of your men. I will not be
disgraced, nor shall the army of my country
be, by such outrages. I require you, sir,

to say whether my information is correct,
and if so, you will render me a satisfactory
explanation,” Scott said.

To which Colonel Hays responded, “Your
information is correct, General, the Texas
Rangers are not accustomed to being insult-
ed without resenting it. They did kill two
Mexicans as I entered the city, and 1, sir, am
willing to be held responsible for it.”

Hays the proceeded to give the General
some background on why his men had
volunteered for service in Mexico, covering
the fall of the Alamo, the massacre of Texas
troops at Goliad, and the execution of mem-
bers of the Mier Expedition by the Mexican
army who were forced to draw beans from
a jar to determine who would live and who
would die — a black bean meant the firing
squad.

The matter was settled, the Rangers were in
town.

Dale Rankin

Padre Pyramid vs Prairie Pyramid,
Weird and Wacky

Prairie Pyramid

Padre Pyramid

The Prairie Pyramid is located inland, along the N-S axis of the North American
Continent, about 1000 miles north of the Great Pyramid of Cahokia.

The Padre Pyramid is located on the ocean, also along the central axis of the North
American Continent, but about1000 miles south of the Great Pyramid of Cahokia.

The Prairie Pyramid is a relic from the Safeguard Ballistic Missile Defense system.
Decades ago, our leaders tried to provide for our well-being with nuclear
deterrence. The structure was designed to withstand waves of really big weapons.

The Padre Pyramid is a relic from the Bob Hall Pier system. Decades ago, our
leaders tried to provide for our well-being with a place for recreation and
inspiration. The structure was designed to withstand waves of really big waves.

Learning Without a Brain

You would think it’s necessary to have a brain to be able to learn nev
things. But at least one brainless marine creature has shown scientist
otherwise. For the first time, a jellyfish recently revealed its ability t
learn from experience. Scientists shared their results of an experimen
in which a Caribbean box jellyfish learned to identify and avoic
obstacles.

Caribbean box jellyfish are quite small and are able to learn to
maneuver around the mangrove roots they live among. Credit:
Jan Bielecki CC BY-SA 4.0

Caribbean box jellyfish are tiny—one of the smallest jellyfish in th
world. At barely the size of a blueberry, these cnidarians live amon
the mangroves of Central America and eat plankton. But they hav
remarkably sophisticated vision, with 24 eyes that help them maneuve
the murky waters around mangrove roots to hunt their tiny crustacea:
meals. Their nervous system is dispersed throughout their body bu
they have no brain to process information received from their eyes anc
other sense organs.

Because these jellies are good navigators, scientists focused on thi
skill to see if they could apply knowledge from past experience to
new challenge. The researchers decorated a round tank with gray anc
white stripes to mimic the look of mangrove roots. Then the scientist
watched a Caribbean box jellyfish swim through the tank for 7.
minutes. At first, the jellyfish repeatedly bumped into the gray stripes
mistaking them for distant roots. But eventually, the jellyfish begat
avoiding the gray stripes. In fact, by the time the experiment endec
it pivoted away from the gray stripes four times more often than it dic
at the start and it hit the wall half as often. This is known as associativ
learning, where animals link sensory experiences—in this case, visua
and touch—to behaviors. These findings raise questions about wha
other brainless creatures can learn too.

www.ScienceAndTheSea.org

© The University of Texas Marine Science Institute

Boat Show
&
Market Days

Saturday March 23™ & Sunday March 24%, 2024
Buy, Sell, or Trade
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Saturday
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Sunday
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Windsurfers were tearing it up on the beach this week. Photo Dale Rankin



Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

B ' By Dotson Lewis
Dotson's Note: Thanks to Caitlin Clark and
other women s star players and programs,
NCAA tournament drama this March is
decidedly on one end of the gender divide.
One tournament is going to feature the
NCAA's all-time leading scorer who shoots
deep step-back jumpers like Steph Curry.
The other tournament s main character will
be a 7-foot, 4-inch center who has made
one three-pointer in his entire career. One
tournament is going to test whether this
decade’s dominant program can become a
dynasty. The other is going to be a roulette
wheel of flawed and undependable teams.
One tournament is going to have an abun-
dance of attitude, social media personalities
and sideline fashion. The other will require
a cheat sheet to identify most of the rele-
vant players and coaches. Thanks to Dan
Wolken, Bill Morgan and USA Today for the
facts and photos contained in this report.
Recently, lowa's Caitlin Clark made official
what has long been fait accompli: She's the
greatest, most creative, most exciting and
most prolific bucket-getter the women's col-
lege game has ever seen. And with March
fast approaching, her milestone under-
scored what also should have been obvious.
This year, the women's NCAA basketball
tournament is going to turn the Madness on
its head.

Three years ago, the NCAA took a boat-
load of criticism, much of it well-deserved,
for treating the women’s tournament as an
afterthought. Now? The men might as well
get used to being the opening act. Thanks to
Clark and South Carolina, Kim Mulkey and
JuJu Watkins, Angel Reese and Paige Buec-
kers, the star power and drama this March is
decidedly on one end of the gender divide.
Few events in sports can eclipse the spec-
tacle of a men’s Final Four. This year, it’s
almost certainly going to happen on the
very same weekend. What’s a more com-
pelling story: Can Dawn Staley lead South
Carolina to an unbeaten season, or can
Purdue finally beat a No. 15 or No. 16 seed?
What’s a bigger draw: Watching Clark fill

it up from anywhere on the court, or Zach
Edey parking himself in front of the rim and
seeing how many times he gets fouled?
What’s more made-for-TV: The garish
Mulkey and her reality show of a basket-
ball team trying to go back-to-back, or Dan
Hurley and UConn suffocating opponents
just like they did last year?

The men’s tournament is going to be great.
It always is. There will be upsets and dra-
matic finishes and new stars who emerge,
like that little point guard from Kansas State
last year. What’s his name again? Admit it:
It took you a second and maybe a Google
search to come up with Markquis Nowell.
The beauty of March is that there will be
another Nowell type this year and the year
after. Especially in this era, when college
basketball’s regular season appeals to a rel-
atively small number of die-hards compared
to what it used to be. The fun is in watching
and discovering these teams when put under
a totally different kind of pressure. lowa’s
Caitlin Clark is transformative, just like
Michael Jordan once was.

We learn as we go, and it all feels a little

bit random. The college basketball experts
will tell you they knew how good Florida
Atlantic was last season, but let’s be real:
When the tournament began, most people
who care about college sports couldn’t have
identified a single player on the roster or
named the coach. Suddenly you look up,
and it’s playing in a Final Four.

That’s great theater, and men’s college
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Islander Ryann Phillips Earns Spot on
2024 Summer Olympics Team

Women’s NCAA Tournament
Will Outshine the Men

basketball really needs it. These days, the
most-talented players are either playing

in college for one year or not at all. Many
who stay in college end up changing teams
once, even twice. The superstar coaches
who spent decades dominating the tourna-
ment, like Mike Krzyzewski, Roy Williams,
Jim Boeheim and Jay Wright, have either
headed to retirement or, in the case of John
Calipari and Tom Izzo, aren’t the forces of
nature they used to be.

It’s still a good product; it’s just more emo-
tionally disconnected from the average fan.
The players are largely unknown and most
of the coaches don’t inspire strong feelings.
Does anyone have a strong feeling, positive
or negative, about Jon Scheyer or Tommy
Lloyd?

This year, though, the women’s tournament
is serving up storylines on a silver platter.
The friction, the controversy, the dynamism
— it’s so one-sided, CBS executives have to
be a little bit jealous that their billion-dollar
investment into NCAA basketball doesn’t
even get the biggest stars of March on their
airwaves.

Instead, ESPN and ABC will have the
privilege of showing the country whether
Clark can drag Iowa back to the champi-
onship game. And unlike last year, when

it felt as if people were just learning about
her or watching her for the first time, now
she has a fan base, and haters, including
former stars like Sheryl Swoopes. Whatever
she does in the tournament, good or bad, is
going to be talked about and covered this
time like LeBron James trying to win his
first title in Miami.

Dawn Staley, one of the most celebrated
players and personalities in the history of
women’s basketball, already has two titles
at South Carolina. She looked like a near-
lock to get No. 3 last year until Clark’s 41
points overwhelmed the Gamecocks in the
semifinals. Now, South Carolina is again on
the unbeaten track at 24-0 and blowing out
pretty much everyone. Can it finish the job
this time?

Besides Clark, the women’s tournament is
going to have another virtuoso performer
in Watkins, who might be having the best
freshman season in the history of the sport
for Southern California at nearly 28 points
per game.

UConn may have slipped just a bit, Geno
Auriemma is title-less since 2016, but
there’s still a familiarity to seeing the
Huskies in big games and a sense of real
conflict with historic implications when
they play the other superpowers.

And then there’s LSU, which on paper
should have been a better team this year
than last, when the Tigers won a surprise
title in Mulkey’s second season.

Instead, LSU has had a weird year with Re-
ese missing four games early in the season
for unspecified off-court reasons, and a few
surprising losses that have raised questions
about whether this team came back with the
right focus and intensity. Love her or hate
her, though, Mulkey usually has her team
ready to play in March, and will give us

all plenty of sound bites and over-the-top
outfits along the way.

Dotson’s Other Note: These are all things
we can look forward to before the bracket
even comes out. Sorry, but the men's tourna-
ment this year just can t compete with that.
It’s been a good, long run of men'’s March
Madness being the big show and the women
fighting for scraps of attention. This year,
the script is going to flip.

tTexas A&M University-Corpus Christi is
thrilled to announce that Islander Ryann
Phillips has earned a spot on the USA Trap
Shooting team in the 2024 Summer Olym-
pics in Paris.

Last week she took part in Olympic trials

in Tucson, Arizona. Trap shooting is a sport
that involves shooting at flying clay targets
from different angles with a shotgun. She is
one of two women who will be competing
for the United States.

“I’m very thankful to those around me for
the support they have given me,” Phillips
said. “This is an amazing experience I never
could have done without them.”

Phillips, who is from the small town of Gail,
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Texas, began her trap shooting career in the
third grade after she was introduced to the
sport by her mother, who previously trained
in the sport. Her longing for a supportive
campus community is what led her to Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi where she is pursuing
a Bachelor of Arts in Communication.
Since TAMU-CC does not have a trap shoot
team, Phillips does her best to take advan-
tage of her free time on the weekends to
travel to the nearest training practice range,
located in Kerrville, about 200 miles from
campus.

The Paris Summer Olympics kicks off on
Friday, July 26, with the opening ceremony.

BOAT SHOW
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This event is being held at Zhef Yacht Club on Padre Island this Saturday and
Sunday (23rd-24th) at 13403 Whitecap BLVD!

We will be on location with our Old Town Sportsman kayaks including: the PDL
pedal drives, Minn Kota models, and the ALL-NEW electric/PDL hybrid known as
the “e-PDL”.

We also will have some SUPs and Ocean Kayak recreational models available to
DEMO as well, including two-seater kayaks and GLIDE paddleboards!

Don t be afraid to swing in to the shop on your way to or from the Island! We are
stocked in NEW Spring24 swimwear/footwear/apparel and have recently received
new surfboard shipments from Firewire, Channel Islands, Almond, and Hank
Warner!

We are conveniently located in Flour Bluff! Call 361.937.9283 for more info!

This is a family-friendly event! $2 daily admission, with fees being donated to the
Island holiday fireworks!
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Island Outdoors

By Jay Gardner

This weather is not conducive to getting any
fiberglass work done on the skiff. Hopeful-
ly this is old man winter’s last hurrah, and
we can get into a proper spring where ev-
eryone’s allergies go off the rails with cedar
and oak pollen. At least this cooler weather
is keeping the mosquitos at bay, but just like
when the monkey got his tail cut off, he said
“it won’t be long now.”

One thing that [ wanted to circle around
about was the Island Garden club and their
efforts to keep Ulberg Park (and other areas
like MaryAnn’s Way) beautified and not
looking like a complete wasteland (which is
what it was for years and how I remember it
the last time I was there.) The short story is
that the garden club is doing what they can
do, but they’re not getting a desired level of
help from the city. The Adopt-a-Park pro-
gram isn’t that citizens take over complete
maintenance of a park, which is why I think
so many groups are reluctant to enter into
an agreement with the city parks depart-
ment. These ladies (some of whom need
ADA access) don’t have mowing/edging
equipment, trucks to dump cuttings, access
to hose bibs, and can’t replace the asphalt
on the walking trail. Those are things the
city is still responsible for and should be.
Different parks have different needs, and
some are too much for a weekend group.
The Adopt a Park program is geared to-
wards scheduled clean ups, planting trees,
and other landscape enhancements. The
things above and beyond just mowing. The
city has historically had issues with funding
park maintenance, and it typically takes a
back seat during public comment to streets,
which are a priority of most constituents.
Except in the case of the Riley P Dogpark,
which is still a priority but has been pushed
back yet again by the city on a technicality.
The saga of unfulfilled promises continues.
And now what’s going to happen with
Commodores Park when that gets up and
running? That park is supposed to have

a lot more moving parts, and we need

to think about maintenance costs in the
future. Through the magic of deadlines, I
wasn’t able to include the latest and greatest
Commodore’s layouts that were presented

=

On the Rocks

the other day at a quick public meeting, but
they will be in the paper next week. Thanks
to all Islanders who take their time to help
keep the Island as beautiful as possible, and
without their efforts this would be more of a
drab place.

The speckled trout regulations will change
from 5 fish from 15-20” to 3 fish from 15-
20” or something like that. I can’t keep up
with the changes, and it’s not like I’m fish-
ing anyway with the weather and the skiff
being down. Anyhoo, the TPWD is still try-
ing to figure out their bonus “trophy trout”
tag system and are taking online comments
until March 27%. Currently, TPWD has pro-
posed a one-a-day fish over 30 inches that
will be a part of the new bag limit, and then
they were going to make it one per angler
in August. It’s kind of a mess, and not sure
how it’s all going to shake out. I had orig-
inally been vocal for a trophy trout tag, but
now that we are into implementation of said
tag system, I don’t know the best way to go
about this. I’m thinking the idea of one fish
over 25” per day as part of your daily bag
limit might have some merit and not have to
deal with a paper tag. I don’t know.
Speaking of TWPD, there have been some
changes with the Artificial Reefing Pro-
gram (ARP) lately. I’d like to welcome
Marybeth Weihbrecht as the new mid and
lower coast reefing coordinator. We want

to thank Emma Clarkson for her time in the
program and look forward to working with
Marybeth. I got to visit with Dr. Yaskowitz
the other day at the CCA banquet, and he’s
going to circle the wagons from his side and
hopefully get together another symposium
in the next month or so. Stay tuned.

Well folks, the beach crews are still busy
cleaning up the disaster from all the beach
goers from the last hurrah at spring break.
The city has re-opened the applications

for the Island Strategic Action Committee,
so get online and fill that out if you are so
inclined. The water under the Don Patri-
cio bridge continues to flow at and below
speeds that were predicted and looks nice
and green. Drop me a line at tarponchas-
er@mail.com and well see you next week
On the Rocks.
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Speckled Trout Print by Islander Mardi Ros

Tides of the Week

25 Mar

Sat /| Sun

Mon /

26Mar | 27Mar ‘ 28 Mar | 29 Mar |

Tue / Wed /» Thu /| Fri ,‘\

00:36AM | 1:54AM | 3:01AM | 4:03AM | 5:04AM | 6:04AM
0.37m 0.38m 0.39m 0.41m 0.44m 0.46m 7:09AM B:22AM

4:01PM | 3:53PM | 3:47PM | 3:44PM | 3:38PM | 3:11PM | 048m | 0.51m

039m | 0.36m | 034m | 034m | 0.33m | 0.34m

8:36AM | 9:20AM | 10:01AM | 10:45AM | 11:37AM | 12:57PM

0.05m 0.1m 0.16m 0.22m 0.28m 0.33m 11:15PM | 11:55PM
9:29PM | 9:38PM | 9:49PM | 10:02PM | 10:20PM | 10:44PM | -0.01m | -0.04m

029m | 024m | 019m | 0.14m | 009m | 004m

7:29AM | 7:28AM | 7:27AM | 7:26AM | 7:25AM | 7:24AM | 7:23AM | 7:21AM

7:41PM | 7:42PM | 7:42PM | 7:43PM | 7:43PM | 7:44PM | 7:44PM | 7:45PM

6:17AM | 6:46AM | 7:13AM | 7:39AM | 8:06AM | 8:35AM | 9:07AM | 9:43AM

5:41PM | 6:33PM | 7:25PM | 8:17PM | 9:10PM | 10:04PM | 11:02PM

- - By Joey Farah

. -i Farah’s Fishing Adventures

| . Backwater Adventures
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This nice trout came from the flats just south of the JFK a Causeway. The new Do
Patricio waterway has been emptying gulf flow of water and fish straight into the
Lagoon.

Spring Flow!

This week we received some big spring
bull tides with Tuesdays Equinox. Our
flow has been predominantly from the
north and northwest, mid to late March this
normally changes. When we start getting
the northeast and southeast winds, we start
seeing an influx of tide from the Gulf. This
is when we start receiving the flow of tide,
bait, and game fish from the south end of
our fishery.

Land Cut

The Land Cut is a magical place far far
away. It’s a special channel that links the
southern Laguna Madre with the Upper
Lagoon. It is a funnel between two of the
best bay systems on the entire coast. When
we get our spring push it can be a highway
of all things.

I love working the edge of the channel
with soft plastics and topwaters, each cast
could hook into a redfish, trout, flounder,
even tarpon, Jack fish, and snook I’ve seen
here. Monster trout cruise the beach in sight

of us, while we try to make precise casts
to these tailing giants. There are channel
intersections and blow outs along the edge
that attract gamefish to this structure. The
piers and docks of the cabins are also some
obvious but seldom fished target structures.
Flounder will be rolling in in April and stay
under these docks. The black drum are still
in their high point of the spawn and very
abundant here in the Land Cut but will be
moving into the shallows in April. Anchor-
ing up in the channel and casting to the edge
of the channel along the grass is the most
popular for most and for good reason. The
flow of the channel makes a highway of
gamefish. When winds are light one must
move up and down the channel in small
moves to surprise gamefish that are not
moving but stationary.

__

Baffin Bay

The edges of Baffin Bay have been
heating up with our flow of fish from the
north the last two months and now from

the south. These fabled waters are the
destination of many spawning gamefish and
bait species. They will move in with these
big tides and spread out to all reaches of
the back bays. With every warm day and
southeast winds we take our steps closer
and closer to summer time. [’'m ready.

Marker 37 Marina Report

LIVE SHRIMP IS HERE!

Live shrimp on the bottom along the ICW
is an easy and very effective way to land
yourself into good fishing. Spots along the
channel south of the Whitecap canals where
small channels empty into the channel have
held all species of gamefish. Live shrimp
under popping corks are the best for drifting
over the spoil islands along the ICW south
of Bird Island, use a 2-3 drop under the
cork. There are still some great boat slips
ready for you and your family to enjoy this
year. Just step out of the car and into your
boat and take off. Gas, bait, fish cleaning,
food, and drink along with the cleanest
marina on the Texas coast every day with
smiles.

Follow and like all of our fishing on
FACEBOOK AT JOEY FARAHS BACK-
WATER FISHING! Just give me a call with
any questions or help building your own
adventure.

361-442-8145

This fine Sow Trout I caught and released along the West Shoreline last week
ate a DOA 5.5” DOA JERK SHAD.

& Skin Cancer Center

Reasonable Cash Pay and Out of Network rates

PADRE

DERMATOLOGY

Accepts Medicare United, Humana, BCBS, WellMed

Island Owned and operated
Physician staffed office
Fellowship trained Mohs surgeon
Double Board Certified
in Dermatology and
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

14650 Compass St Ste 1
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-867-1032
www.padrederm.com

New and Existing patients call to schedule
Existing patients, we still have all old records available.
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Nature Notes

Rain make the flowers grow
By Rebecca Bracken

!

It’s springtime in Texas, which means it

is time for spring flowers! We may not
have enjoyed all the thunder and flooding
of the past few weeks, but our plants will
appreciate the extra water. With much of
Texas in a draught the past few years, all
this rain will not only help our aquifers but
will also help our flowers, trees, and shrubs
grow again.

Across the state we’ve already been seeing
Indian Paintbrushes. Technically, the spe-
cies we see is the Texas Indian Paintbrush,
which is a member of the Figwort family.
Figworts are commonly found in temperate
climates, including tropical mountains.
Some members of the Figwort family have
medicinal uses, but the Texas Indian Paint-
brush isn’t known to be one of them. The
paintbrushes are found in grasslands, open
forest clearings, and roadsides.

The Indian Paintbrush is a unique plant
called a hemiparasite or root parasite. Its
roots grow until it reaches the roots of the
surrounding plants, commonly grasses,
and then it penetrates the neighboring roots
with root tubes to obtain nutrients. Paint-
brushes that have roots attached to another
plant tend to grow better than one that
grows on its own, which makes transplant-
ing paintbrushes difficult. Instead, if you
want to grow paintbrushes, plan to pick a
dried paintbrush at the end of the season
and shake the plant over a piece of paper;
fine seeds will come out, which can then
spread where you’d like them to grow. The
seeds will grow in a variety of soils. If you
aren’t sure how to collect the seeds, head to
your local nursery for advice!

While we don’t see them as much here as
we do in central Texas, we are starting to
see Texas Bluebonnets emerge! The blue-

Bluebonnets at Quintana Netropical Bird anctuary.
Photo by Celeste Silling

bonnet, which is actually a collective name
for multiple species, is the state flower of
Texas, and as most native Texans know,

it is easily recognized and enjoyed. Texas
Bluebonnets are commonly found along
roadsides and in uncultivated pastures. It

is a member of the Pea family, and tends

to grow in clusters. I remember heading
out each year as a child to take a picture in
the bluebonnets with my brother. It was a
yearly tradition, until we sat in a fire ant pile
that was hiding among the flowers!

Many garden clubs plant bluebonnets in
neighborhood gardens and along high-
ways, making them a highly visible and
distinctive flower. In fact, bluebonnets have
become a kind of floral trademark for Texas
since two of the main bluebonnet species
are found growing naturally in Texas and
nowhere else. It grows incredibly well in
well-drained soils, and in areas that do not
receive an overabundance of rainfall. It also
grows well in raised flower beds, hanging
baskets, and wooden barrels, making it an
excellent choice when adding a pop of colo
to your garden!

There are many other flowers that we see
around Texas in the spring, but these two
have always been my favorite. I’ve spent
many springs away from Texas, and to me,
nothing compares to a Texas spring. The
abundance and diversity of flowers, from
the paintbrushes and bluebonnets to Mex-
ican Hats, Pinkladies, Bluebells, and Lan-
tana and Verbena, is unique to Texas and a
sight we cherish every year. I hope you are
able to get out and enjoy the spring weather|
and flowers, and remember, leave no trace!
Take only pictures, and make memories, but
leave the flowers behind for others to enjoy.

Islander Eric Ozolins took his
daughters to go see the SpaceX launch
in Boca Chica last week.

Photos courtesy of Eric Ozolins

March is American Red Cross Month which
is a nationwide initiative aimed at raising
awareness for the humanitarian programs
and services provided by this organization.
As such, I would like to highlight the many
ways the American Red Cross makes an
impact in communities across the world as
well as to share ways you can get involved.

Founded in 1881, the American Red Cross
began as an organization dedicated to
providing first aid, water safety, and public
health nursing programs which are services
it still offers today. However, the American
Red Cross grew exponentially during World
War I by expanding its outreach to include
military medical and disaster relief efforts
and became the organization we currently
know it as today. It was also during this
time that the Coastal Bend Chapter of the
American Red Cross received its charter.
Today, the local chapter serves more than

19 counties throughout our region including
Aransas, Bee, Calhoun, DeWitt, Duval, Go-
liad, Jackson, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Kenedy,
Kleberg, Lavaca, Live Oak, McMullen,
Matagorda, Nueces, Refugio, San Patricio,
Wharton, and Victoria.

According to the organization’s website,
the American Red Cross offers support and
resources to five key areas:

- Disaster relief: It is estimated that the
American Red Cross volunteers respond
to over 60,000 disasters annually. These
disasters include hurricanes, tornados,
floods, fires, transportation accidents, and
chemical spills. In the aftermath of such
events, these volunteers help by collecting
donations, operating shelters for displaced
families, and coordinating medical and
emotional support for those in need.

- Lifesaving blood: The American Red
Cross realizes the need for blood donations.
Through blood drives the Red Cross helps
saves lives all over the U.S. To learn more

about donating blood and to learn the facts
of blood visit the American Red Cross
website.

- Health and safety education and training:

March 22, 2024

American Red Cross Month

State Representative Todd Hunter

The American Red Cross helps prepare
individuals and communities to manage
emergency situations through health

and safety education along with training
services. Locally, the Coastal Bend Texas
Chapter offers Red Cross CPR and AED
certification, first aid classes, lifeguard
training, and swimming and water safety
instruction. More information about how
to participate in one of the educational
trainings offered by American Red Cross
can be found online here American Red
Cross Training.

- Support for members of the military and
their families: Another core function of the
American Red Cross is providing support
for members of the military and their
families. A way this is accomplished in our
area is by helping service members return
to their families during times of emergency.
From the first day of deployment, service
members and their families are eligible

for Red Cross assistance. All Red Cross
services are provided at home and overseas
instillations, which bring comfort to
thousands of families.

- International relief and development:
Internationally, the American Red Cross
provides humanitarian services to nearly
192 countries across the globe. These
outreach efforts include disaster response,
helping to reconnect families separated

by crisis, and providing vaccinations for
diseases such as measles and rubella. There
are nearly 13 million volunteers worldwide.

Whether it is through volunteering time, do-
nating blood, or offering financial support, I
would like to encourage you to mark Ameri-
can Red Cross Month by exploring the ways
you can get involved with this important

organization. You can reach the local Amer-
ican Red Cross chapter at 361-887-9991. To
learn more please visit American Red Cross.

If you have questions regarding any of the
information mentioned in this week’s arti-
cle, please do not hesitate to call my Capitol
or District Office. Please always feel free to
contact my office if you have any questions
or issues regarding a Texas state agency,

or if you would like to contact my office
regarding constituent services. My offic-

es are available at any time to assist with
questions, concerns, or comments (Capitol
Office, 512-463-0672; District Office, 361-
949-4603).

- State Representative Todd Hunter, District
32

Rep. Hunter represents Aransas County and
Nueces County (Part). He can be contacted
at todd.hunter@house.texas.gov or at 512-
463-0672.
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Nick Meyer Casting in the tournament last week.
Photo Courtesy of Gary Palmejar.

Donna Ledoux from the Woodland s

Josh Cecot and the kids raise a new
flag on PINS. Photo by Nick Meyer
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gl Ace Hardware now carries men’s “tooletries”

Business Briefs such as Mackenzie’s fisherman hand scrub that

By Mary Craft was developed to rid fish smell but is now pop-

mkay512@aol.com ular for removing garlic and onion smells plus
stubborn stains.

The SandFest in Port A is the largest beach
sand sculpture competition in the country. It will
be held 9 am - 7:30 pm April 19 - 21. There will
be bands on the stage each day starting at 12:30
pm with The Spazmatics the final performance
on Sunday.There will be lots of food and crafts
vendors plus beer and wine tents. Tickets are
$30 for age 13 and up, $5 for age 6 - 12 and free
for age 5 and under. Tickets can be purchased
online. A nice quiet time to view the sculptures
is Sunday night or early Monday morning.
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The Amos Rehabilitation Keep in Port A will
be hosting a beach cleanup at marker 40 on Fri-
day March 22nd 4:40 - 7 pm in preparation for

the turtle nesting season.

The Texas Sealife Center will be doing their
first 2024 turtle release on Sunday, March 24th
11 am in front of the Michael J. Ellis Seawall

parking lot. .
The Padre Island Easter Market will be

held on Saturday, March 30th at the Island
Presbyterian Church 10 am - 3 pm. There will be
lots of vendors , a kid’s craft corner and photo
ops with Mermaid Alva.

The Dr. Mario Martinez medical facility next
to Pelican Plaza will be completed by the end
of the year. It will offer primary care services,
diagnostic services, med spa and lab. There will
be a specialty doctor’s office for rent there. It is

9,000 square feet. St. Andrew by the Sea last Friday “Knights

of Columbus” Fish Fry is March 22nd 5 - 7 pm
at the Family Life Center.The $10 cash or check
plate has fried fish, French fries, green beans and
coleslaw. St. Martha’s Ministry will have tables
of homemade pastries for $1. You can dine in or
take out. Expect a long line because they do a
great job preparing the fish and its a great Island
get-together. Sit at one of the long tables and
meet other Islanders. Interestingly the church is
the only open-air Catholic Church in the world.
It was built in 1973.

The Padre Island Farmers Market will be at
Island Presbyterian Church on Thursday, March
21st 4 - 8 pm. There will be many vendors
including Holistic Harvest Farms with pure and
natural organic CBD products, produce from
Elemental Farm in Sinton and produce from
Oslo Bay Farm.

A Starbucks is under construction next to the
IBC Bank on Waldron Road in the Bluff.

Hot Wheels Monster Trucks will be at the
American Bank Center on Saturday, March 23rd
12:30 pm and 7:30 pm and Sunday 2:30 pm.

Easter Sonrise Beach Service

Sunday, March 31st
7:00 AM
@ Whitecap Beach

Join us for the celebration

of the resurrection of
©

;.,x\ Jesus Christ

X

Service presented by: i
Island Presbyterian Church
Island in the Son UMC

Bring your beach chair and coffee.
Corpus Christi, TX Beach Parking Permits require
Well mannered, leashed pets welcome.

°
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h will hold regular Easter Sunday worship
their respective sanctuaries at 10:00 AM.
d Presbyterian — 14030 Fortuna Bay

land in the Son — 10650 Hwy. 361

ment weather each church will meet in their respective sanctuaries.
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Blinds Shutters

Island Moon

The Whitecap Development Preserve is
already seeing wildlife enjoying the Spoonbill
Lake. Drone pictures show flocks of birds.

—

Junior League’s 6th Annual CC Touch a
Truck will be at Whataburger Field south lot on
Saturday, March 23rd 10 am - 2 pm. There will
be construction trucks, street services trucks,

fire trucks and emergency vehicles. Children
will be allowed to explore the vehicles with the
operators explaining the equipment. There will
be food trucks, vendors and photo-ops with local
mascots.

Padre Island Yacht Club Boat Show & Mar-
ket Days will be on Saturday, March 23rd 10

am - 5 pm and Sunday 10 am - 4 pm. The boat
show by Gulf Coast Marine will feature boats on
trailers and in the water. There will be more than
40 vendors and food trucks. The US Coast Guard
will conduct free boat safety inspections. Parking

A9

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels will be opening soon
at 5313 Saratoga. It is the largest soft pretzel
franchise with a menu that includes mini pretzel
dogs, pepperoni pretzels and sweet almond
pretzels.

The Annual Padre Isles Property Owners
Association meeting will be held on Saturday,
March 23rd 10 am at the Seashore Learning
Center at 15801 SPID. Paper ballots will be
accepted to elect board members by Election
Buddy.

The CC International Airport is such an easy
airport to pick up friends or family. There is a
cell phone parking lot in front of the parking
payment building with seven parking spots.
When your passenger lands you just leave there
to go to the terminal. You can also park in the
short term parking for up to three hours at no
charge and go inside the terminal and hang out at
the restaurant.

Random Stuff

Red Lobster Cheddar Bay Biscuits are my lat-
est tasty find. You simply put the frozen biscuits
in the oven for 30 minutes (on the box it says
25-30 but 30 is better.) You mix the enclosed
packet of garlic and herb seasoning with melted

butter and spoon over baked biscuits. It has been
a few years since I have been to Red Lobster so
I cannot vouch for how close they taste to the
ones you get at the restaurant but I can vouch for
their deliciousness. You get two packets of the
seasoning so you can bake just four biscuits or
use both for all eight.

is along Whitecap and free shuttles to the event
will be provided. The proceeds from the $2
entrance fee goes to the Island Blast Fireworks
Show.

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday,
March 30th around noon. Times vary accord-
ing to age groups. There will be face painting,
hotdogs, pics with the Easter Bunny, the Padre
Island Market and more.

Texas A&M Corpus Christi Women’s Basket-
ball team is a #16 seed playing #1 seed USC on
Saturday, March 23rd 3:30 pm. It is the first time
in the program’s history they are going to the Big
Dance. They will be playing at Pauley Pavilion
in Los Angeles and you can watch the game on
ESPN.

EDDAR BAY

S1SCUITS 4

READYTO

—BAKE—"

Birets are my People

The Great egret (Ardea alba) is a large, widely distributed wading bird. Like all
egrets, it is a member of the heron family, Ardeidae (a family of long-legged and
long-necked migratory wading birds) and its close relatives are pelicans. The Great
egret is sometimes confused with the Great white heron of the Caribbean, which is a
white morph of the closely related Great blue heron. Photo By Riekie Roncinske

Are You Ready Freeze?

For The Next Hurricane?
Tornado?

Call Us

361-782-6329

GENERAC |

generator] GENERAC

GeneratorSupercenterOfCorpusChristi.com
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COLDWELL BANKER

ISLAND ESCAPES

Island Moon

361.949.7077 or 800.580.7077
www.cbir.com

Selling Padre Island since 1986
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COLDWELL BANKER ISLAND ESCAPES

14945 S. Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

14825 Windward Dr. #219
1BR/IBTH @ 504sgft multi-level
condo with fresh paint, new furnish-
ings/decor, butcher block counter-
top, vanity, cabinets, and toilet.
$179,000. Call Randy Corpuz 361
-765-9914

14521 E Cabana #301 1 of 2
pool side units at Marquesas Town-
homes. Selling fully fumnished and
turnkey ready to rent or use. New
interior paint, new furnishings, and
new exterior AC. $324,900

Call Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914.

13718 Sea Horse Ave 3/2/2 plus
bonus room @ 1684sqft. Open floor
plan, split bedroom layout, and tile
flooring throughout. The backyard
boasts a covered patio and ample
space for a custom pool. Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914.

15005 Windward Dr. #214 Fully
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft
Surfside Condo walking distance
from the beach/seawall. $237,000
Call Madeline Casey at 361-443-
0687.

.'_*’“
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350 Royal Dunes
New Port Aransas Beach
House in Mustang Royale built
by Steve’s homes.
3200 sg. ft.

3 story with 4 bedrooms,
2 full & 2 half baths,

2 living areas, 2 car garage,
covered patio,

3 balconies with amazing
views, impact windows.

SHORT TERM RENTALS ALLOWED.

Great primary or vacation
home. Onsite pool, boardwalk
to beach. $1,700,000
Call Cindy Molnar at
361-549-5557,
for more details.

15010 Leeward #602 1BR/1BTH
@ 620sqft. First floor fully furnished
unit with a 3min walk to the beach.
Notables are new bathroom sink,
tub, kitchen faucets, water heater,
& sofa bed mattress. $235,000 Call
Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914

..al"r -

14721 Whitecap Blvd. #395
Beautiful studio condo with vaulted
ceilings with an amazing view of
Lake Padre and short walk to the
beach. $183,650 Call
Knoll 361-443-2499

Charlie

Price Reduction!

Eale .

13801 Captains Row - Exceptional
custom home, 151' canal front at
fingertip of gated st. Elevator, pool,
2 lifts, sunset over ICW $1,750,000.
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116.

14911 Village Beach Dr. 2/2
gorgeous poolside townhome just a
quick walk to the beach! 1041 sq. ft.
& fully furnished. $430,000. Call
Kim Mogford at 361-434-8522.

14920 Packery View Loop 4
bed/ 4 bath 3-story townhome
with views of the Gulf. Completely
furished. $585,000 Call Kim
Mogford 361-434-8522.

15005 Windward Dr. #216 Fully
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft.
Cozy courtyard view and walking
distance from beach access.
$299,900 Call Charlie Knoll 361-
443-2499.

14428 Compass #204 Canal front
1BR/1BTH @ 636sqgft condo newly
renovated with paint, decor, granite

countertops, and new hurricane
sliding glass door and windows.
$236,500. Call Randy Corpuz 361
-765-9914.

4118 Claudia Dr Selling "AS-1S”
Ready for renter. Fresh paint &
fridge, stove & washer/dryer. 3/1/1
1/2 blocks from Lookout restau-
rant. Easy to show. $185,000
Tinker Boos at 361-563-6641.

)
COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

Looking for Professional Long Term
Property Management Services?

361.949.2131 877.269.2131
www.rentpadreisland.com

Ready to Lease Your Property?

e Tenant Qualifying

Our services include:

¢ Collections of Rents

¢ Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance
¢ Professional Itemize Monthly Statements

e Marketing/Advertising

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?

14218 Natal Plum
4/2/2
$2,900/month

15422 SaltCay A& D
1/1 waterfront units
$1,000/month

14813 Leeward 502
3/2/1
Waterfront
$2,600/month

15542 Cuttysark
3/2/2
$2,600/ month

13906 Mingo Cay #6
2/2
waterfront complex
$1,250/month

15442 Cruiser B
3/2/1
$2,000/month

14802 Whitecap Blvd. #203
2/2 and only feet from the beach!
Great views. Completely furnished.
$349,000 Call Kim Mogford at
361-434-8522.

DISCOVER YOUR PERFECT ESCAPE!

WE ARE
PADRE ISLAND

CHOOSE FROM 320+
FOR YOUR PERFECTY NORTH PADRE
ISLAND VACATION.

Island living ready. Fully furnished
condo with pretty views. Great
complex amenities! $194,900 Call
Charlie 361-443-2499 or Sam
Luarca 361-765-0390

PROPERTIES

14213 Cabo Blanco 5BR/4BTH plus
two flex rooms @ 2892sgft. Spacious
custom built Empire Home with a
beautiful outdoor living space that
includes a fully turfed backyard.
$699,000. Call Randy 361-765-9914.

14802 Windward #228 2 bed
2.5 bath condo with amazing dune-
side views at a beautiful beachfront
property. Fully furnished and ready
for island living. $399,900. Call
Charlie 361-443-2499

13969 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,540
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $585,000 Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499.

1910 Great Falls
4{3.5/3
$845,000

15230 Capstan
4/3/2 Pool size lot
$559,900

New Homes Available
by Steve’s Homes

Let Steve’s Homes build your
Custom Dream Home on your lot!

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557

13841 Hawksnest Bay Dr.
4/3/3
$585,000

15886 Punta Espada
4/3/2 Waterfront
$1,095,000

14300 S Padre Island Dr. #214
Waterfront 2 bed/1 bath condo
with amazing views! Fully fur-
nished. $199,900

Call Kim Mogford 361-434-8522.

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

FEBRUARY
2024

COLDWELL BANKER

STk iae:

15209 S Padre Island Dr. #802
Adorable 1 bed/1 bath townhome
outfitted in coastal decor. Fully
furnished. $259,900

Call Kim Mogford 361-434-8522
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SRS, Ve /9 i . The Island Moon in Jaco, Costa Rica . . Lucky and
Spring Break is now completed with the Island Moon going to the dark  Jozy Augs took the Moon for her Riekie Roncinske and granddaughter Elise Stewart

side....Darth Vader reads the Island Moon! first trip to the Alamo this week. visiting from Newfoundland, Canada
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Seashore Middle School held its annual induction ceremony on March 7, 2024. Pic-

tured above are sixth grade girls who were inducted and took an oath of commitment
to the values of scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship.

WEEKLY MNTENCE - EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION - REPAIRS - REMODELS
15715 e e land by 10 ] Wade in the Water Pool Services LLC

FREE Water Testing! 361-658-8581

wiwir. WadelnThe WaterPools.com

« THECE AMD DNOCE
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2 NLECK AMD IO AETATM TR W H I T E CA P
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ELAATT LIFT SERYILGES

gagedental]

A DESTINATION COMMUNITY - 7 FAMILY & COSMETIC
LIKE MO OTHER John L. Gage, D.D.S.
LALEL EENTERN 5 PFER * Routine Check-ups
TUELBAY-MURDAY | ™ AR - PR » Cosmetic Dentistry
WIS Comemccharas Driva, * Root Canal Therapy
Corpus Chiistl TX TRAE * Extractions
E— —— * Implant Treatment
T — —l * Crown & Bridge
J : [T e v r—-p—r—— ¢ Dent
11 Mas Lf 11‘ Free whitening for Teir;huﬁf}itenin
Al btk rﬁ m qualifed patients g

- 361-867-1800
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i Pets! (]
Keepin' Dogs on the Beach!

Island Animal Clinic

u
Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

< » Medicine « Surgery
« Diagnostics « Radiology
» Pharmacy « & More!

Mon-Fri by Appointment
319 Beach St.

next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134
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Sunrise on Padre Isle
By Bob Skipper

Sunrise on the beach, of the Padre Island shore
Shining its light among the clouds on a cool and cloudy morn.
Treading slowly along the shore, a lovely lady with azure blue eyes
Smiling gently in the dawn, beneath the brightening skies.

Her step is light, her heart is full as she slowly walks along,
And quietly into her mind and soul, comes a heartfelt morning song,
There are no words, only images, of sight and smell and sound,
Moving with her gently, where peace and love abound.
There’s warmth, peace, and solace here, in her paradise,

As seabirds’ wheel and call, up into cobalt blue skies.

The surf is quiet as it rushes up on the golden sand.

A powerful Prescence to all who come, to feel the nurturing land.
The onshore breezes cool and comfortable, those who come to rest.
To sit awhile and meditate, to learn to stand the test.

Of time in motion but slowly passing for those who walk along
The sands of Padre in early morning and hear its siren song.
The day is breaking quickly as she turns her steps toward home.

Sunrise on Padre Island has become her morning song.
So, turn your steps down to the coast, as sunshine lights your smile,
You’ll feel at home as on you walk, during Sunrise on Padre Isle

Evelyn Pless-Schuberth

Since 1991 www.atlanhscorpus.com

Atlantis <=

Pool and Spa
Quality you can swim in!

{361) 363-7665 or (361) 949-5599

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
Weekly Pool & Spa Maintenance * Repairs & Renovations
Island Resident

Shouldn’t you be saying, “Tt’s ime to relax. My pool is ready.”

Call Atlantis For All Your Pool Needs

& a‘mla

PANTRY

Ermpe®

Your culinary adventures begin here

» Weekly cooking classes

» Spice blends, rubs, seasonings

* Fancy pantry items

» Cookbooks, new & seasoned

» Spice Bar - create your own blend
» Gifts & Local goods

* Workshops & Private events

14493 SPID, Ste. E 361-445-2515
cabanapantry.com

American Legion Post 229
The Islander Post

Community Service

By Ken Ames

Community service is at the very heart of
The American Legion’s core beliefs. The
American Legion recognizes that the com-
munity is an important part of our American
way of life. The members of The Islander
Post are dedicated to our Padre Island and
Coastal Bend communities.

Our members feel the outpouring of support
that we get from our locals and love giving
back whenever we can. Our members
attend veteran funerals, school events,

and many other local functions. We help
local veterans in need through food drives
and providing transportation. We cooked
hot dogs for PIN’s Easter Egg Hunt and
provided and cooked the hogs for the Blue
Moon Luau. We took part in the July 4th
Parade and the Barefoot Mardi Gras Parade.
We have attended ceremonies on the U.S.S.
Lexington, Wreaths Across America at the
Coastal Bend Veterans Cemetary, and Vet-
erans Day Ceremonies at area schools.

We have Legion members that are involved
in the Corpus Christi Island Strategic
Action Committee, Port of Corpus Christi,
Nueces County Beach Management Ad-
visory Committee, Padre Island Business
Association, Port Aransas Chamber of com-
merce, Padre Island Yacht Club, La Posada
Foundation, Boy Scouts of America, Padre
Island Neighbors and others.

Many are business owners that you likely
deal with frequently. They are financial
advisors, fishing and hunting guides, travel
agents, maritime company owners, realtors,
screen printers, Floral Designers and more.
Others work for local hospitals, City of
Corpus Christi, and Nueces County. They
all have a vested interest in this community
and want to see it prosper.

Easter hot dogs

This Easter will mark the anniversary of our
first public event when Alex Karis asked

us to provide and cook 400 hotdogs for

the 2023 PIN’s Easter Egg Hunt. We went
through all our hot dogs in 1 %2 hours and
could have served more if we had them. We
have been asked back again this year and
are upping our count to 600 dogs this time.
The hot dogs, chips and waters are compli-
mentary. We will have information on site
for anyone wanting to donate to the Ameri-
can Legion. Come out March 30th and have
a great time with the kids and stop by and
visit us, we’ll be set up on the Fortuna Bay
Drive side. There will be an Easter Market
the same day at the Island Presbyterian
Church across the street with lots of local
companies selling their products. Stop in to
see what they have available and buy local.
Be a part

If you are an Active Duty Soldier, Veteran,
or family member that would like to belong
to an organization that promotes comradery,
community service, mutual helpfulness and
Americanism, consider joining the Ameri-
can Legion.

If you have an event that you would like our
help with, would like to be placed on our
email list, or would like more information
on joining the Legion, you can contact our
Adjutant Stephen Armstrong at Americanle-
gionpost0229@gmail.com. We also have a
Facebook page: American Legion Post 0229
“The Islander Post”. Anyone wanting infor-
mation about joining the American Legion
Aucxiliary can contact Mandy Margeson at:
Mandy.margeson@gmail.com

Holy week and Easter at Island
Presbyterian Church

Island Presbyterian Church invites the
congregation, our neighbors and friends to
join us for our Lent Holy Week services as
we approach the cross and the celebration
of Christ’s resurrection on Easter.

On Palm Sunday March 24th at 10:00
AM, we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. The worship service will
be marked with our own procession of the
faithful, waving palm branches and special
music presented by IPC musicians. Palm
Sunday starts Holy week and our journey
to the cross and the resurrection on Easter
Sunday.

Thursday, March 28th is Maundy Thurs-
day and at 6:00 PM the congregation will
remember Jesus’ command to the disciples
to serve (Maundy). This service will include
the remembrance of the Last Supper of
Jesus and the disciples with the service of
communion.

On Easter Sunday, March 31st, “He Is
Risen!”, will be the shouts of the people

at our ecumenical Easter Sonrise Service
on Whitecap Beach. Join the combined
Congregations of Island in the Son United
Methodist, and Island Presbyterian Church-
es on the beach at the end of Whitecap to
watch the sun come up over the Gulf of
Mexico at 7:00 AM. This will be 24th year
that we have celebrated Easter at the same
place on Whitecap beach. Look for the
signs directing you to the beach. Join us in
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ

with song and communion. Sunrise is at
7:20 AM, so come early to see the sun’s
first rays come up over the Gulf of Mexico.
Follow the parking attendants and please
do not block the beach roadway. Bring your
lawn chairs, a flashlight and a cup of coffee.
Well-mannered and leashed pets are wel-
come. Beach Parking Permits are required
by the city of Corpus Christi. If there is
inclement weather each church will move
the Sonrise service into their respective
sanctuaries. IPC is located at the corner of
Gypsy and Fortuna Bay. Be aware that with
the beach being wider, there is now traffic
allowed in front of the seawall and may be
entering or exiting to Whitecap Rd.

Also on Easter morning, at 10:00 AM in
the church (14030 Fortuna Bay Dr.) we will
hold a traditional Easter morning service.
The room will be filled with shouts of,

“He is risen! He is risen indeed!”, as we
celebrate the resurrection of Christ with
communion, song and triumphal music.
The members and staff of Island Presbyteri-
an Church invite all of you to join them on
their journey to the cross and the resurrec-
tion. For our virtual services go to www.
islandpresby.com and click on the dark
purple link (Worship Services) where you
will directed to a bulletin you can download
and links to our Facebook page for “Live
Streaming” on Facebook and our ZOOM
service.

* All Makes and Models
» Commercial & Residential

ALL New Equipment
* Financing available

10% Discount for Island Homes!

Prompt Professional 24 Hour Service
No Overfime Charges

* 10 Year Part & Labor Waomranties on

(361) 949-9545

Serving Padre Island & Flour Bluff Since 1986

TACLEO13184C
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Sudoku

Sudoku answers are not
available.
Play at your own risk!

Going Easy On You...

Island Moon
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Island Crossword

Crossword Solution on classifieds page

1|4
1 |2 718

6

7

Across I

El

3

5

3 7 8

9 10 11 12 13

1. Type of track i

15

6. Stinging blow
10. Bit of praise

14. Kegler locale
15. Take on
16. China placement

17. "Cool it!"
20. House vote

21. Where many arrive just

to split

22. Fussy couple?
23."__ She Sweet"

24. Tuning fork's output
26. "Cool it!"

32. Police blotter types,

slangily 59

33. Texas hold 'em holding, =
perhaps

34. Penultimate letter
Down

35. Vientiane is its capital
36. "Fantasia” dancer

38. Young salmon up to two
years old afieh

39. It may have several cups
of coffee

4. Garner

1. Duke's daughter

2. Cosmetics additive,

3. Humerus neighbor

8 3

Brain-Buster

5 8 3

40.
41.
42.
46.
47.
48.
51.
52.
95.
29.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

Retina receptor

Letter flourish

"Cool it!"

Artificial bait
Worrysome thing
First-stringers

Small town

PC alternative

"Cool it!"

Definitely not well-done
Word with throat or loser
Bat maker's machine
Puppies' plaints

Clark of the comics

Command on 52-Across

5. They are of mixed
origin

6. Japanese religion

7. CEO carrier, perhaps
8. Dada co-founder

9. It can be split

10. Type of roll

11. Applications

12. Eat by candlelight,
perhaps

13. Stable fare

18. Start of a counting-
out rhyme

19. Certain voice range

23. Mann's "The Magic
Mountain' locale

24. Word with fly or

speed

25. 17th of 50
26. What the Tin Man

wanted

27. Home of Maine's 51

Black Bears

28. Good hand to have g3
29. Hive activity 54
30. Condor's nest (Var) gg
31. One in a condition 57

of servitude

32. "What's more .. "
36. Billing unit, for

some

37. Heading for a
memo subject

38. Wooden pins
40. Good buddies

41. Cuddle together

43. Dental items

44, "Absolutely!"

45. Cross inscription
48. Twisted

49. Chiang Mai citizen,
often

50. Holliday partner

. Capital on the Aare
52. Jeff's sidekick

. U.S. court star

. "Half-Breed" singer
. Word of reproval

. Long-handled tool

58. Displayed fear, in a
way

Police Blotter March 11 - March 19

JFK Causewal: to SPID/ SH361/SPID 1 pm March 15
Aquarius Intersection

Crimes against Property

13500 block SPID 2 pm March 16
Damage to a Vehicle other than a

collision
Disturbances

13200 block SPID 1 pm March 17
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia,

Possession of Marijuana

14000 block SPID 11 am March 12

Public Intoxication/Trespassing

Suspicious Person

10800 block SPID 5 am March 17
11800 block SPID 1 pm March 15
11800 block SPID 6 pm March 13

13500 block SPID 10 pm March 14

Traffic
289 Traffic stops

SPID/Aquarius Dr. 10 am March 16

Crash

SPID/Aquarius 8 pm March 15 Crash

SPID West to Laguna

Madre

Crimes against Person

14400 block SPID 1 am February 17

Assault

14400 block SPID 1 am March 17

Assault

15100 block Dory 2 am March 11

Trespassing/Terroristic Threat

14000 block Fortuna Bay 10 pm March

17 Assault with Injury
Crimes against Property

13700 block Sea Horse 9 am March 12

Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/

Possession of Marijuana/Possession of a

Controlled Substance

15100 block SPID 8 am March 12
Burglary of a Building
SPID/Whitecap Blvd. 3 pm March

SPID East to Gulf of

Mexico — north to the_

City Limits

Crimes against Person

14 Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/

Possesion of a Controlled Substance

15400 block Gun Cay Ct. 7 pm March

11 Criminal Mischief under $100
Disturbances

14400 block Cabana East 11 pm March

16 Noise Ordinance Violation

15200 block Windward Midnight
March 13 Assault
15000 block Beach Walk Loop 7 pm

March 12 Public Intoxication/Assault

by Contact

Crimes against Property
15000 block Beach Walk 4 pm March

13700 block Sea Horse 10 pm March 15

Noise Ordinance Violation

14000 block SPID 11 am March 12

Public Intoxication/Trespassing

15 Trespassing

7200 block SH 361 5 pm March 14
Trespassing

6000 block SH 361 8 am March 14

14400 block Cabana East 11 pm March

16 Noise Ordinance Violation

15800 block Portillo 10 pm March 16

Public Intoxication

14100 block Palo Seco Midnight March

14 Noise Ordinance Violation
Suspicious Person

15800 block Portillo 9 am March 13

SPID/Sea Pines Dr. 4 am March 13

Traffic

243 Traffic Stops

14300 block SPID 9 am March 17

Crash

14300 block SPID 9 am March 17

Crash

14300 block SPID 10 pm March 13

DWI

SH 361/SPID 5 pm March 11 DWI

15800 block SPID 3 pm March 14

Parking Violation

16100 block Poinciana 8 pm March 16

Crash

Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

6000 block SH 361 2 am March 14
unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

Disturbances

15800 block SPID 8 pm March 16

Fireworks

15900 block Gulf Beach 11 pm
March 13 Failure to Identify/Public

Intoxication

14800 Whitecap 11 pm March 15

Public Intoxication

Whitecap/Gulf Beach 5 am March 13
Noise Ordinance Violation

15300 block Leeward Midnight March
11 Noise Ordinance Violation

15200 block Windward 9 pm March 18

15000 block Leeward 3 am March 17

15100 block Gulf Beach 5 pm March 16
Public Intoxication

15100 block Leeward Noon March 14
15100 block Leeward Noon March 14
15000 block Beach Walk 3 am March

13
6300 block SH 361 10 pm March 16
6000 block Gulf Beach 9 pm March 15
Noise Ordinance Violation
6200 block SH 361 11 pm March 14
Noise Ordinance Violation
6000 block SH 361 9 pm March 12 Noise
Ordinance Violation

Suspicious Person
14800 block Windward 11 pm March 14
Wanted Person
15200 block Windward 11 pm March 12
100 block Mariners 8§ am March 17
Gulf Beach/Access Road 1E 5 pm march
13

Traffic

374 Traffic Stops
15600 block Gulf Beach Noon March 15
Crash
14800 block Granada 9 am March 13
Crash
15200 Windward 5 pm March 12 Parking
Violation
Leeward/St. Augustine 4 pm March 12
Parking Violation
SH 361 Zahn Road 10 pm March 15 DWI
Zahn Road/SH 361 6 pm. March 14
Crash
SH 361/Zahn Road Noon March 14
Crash
9300 block SH 361 1 am March 12 Crash
SH 361/Frontside Dr. 11 pm March 14
Crash
SH 361/Beach Access Rd. 2 10 pm
March 13 DWI
6100 block SH 361 11 pm March 11
Crash
SH 361/Mariners Dr. 11 pm March 11
Crash
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Moon Classifieds #1040

Ads with payment can be taken to
our office at:
14646 Compass St., Suite 3
Deadline for classified ads is no
later than NOON on Tuesday

Do you need to place a legal or business
notice? You'll find that our rates for

Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382
The Island Moon Weekly
for more information
The Island Newspaper since 1996

Legal & Business Notice

Legal Notice

Corpus Christi, Nueces County,
Texas, 78418. Officer of said
Corporation is Valerie James;
her title is Manager.

213 Bayview Dr. (Lot 34)

14041 La Blanquilla Dr

4/2 split BR design with 2,161 sq ft
and beautiful water view

$549,000

Call 301-848-5577 for
appointment or more information

https://www.militarybyowner.com/tx/
homes-in-corpus-
christi./mbo/15000771

Offer expires May 15
361-767-2665

AW

Also offering complete dryer
vent clean outs
Mention this ad for

Because YOU

Cleaning Service

Seaside Housekeeping & Interiors
Reliable quality work
since 1996
Insured and bonded

Gardening — Weed Control
Landscape Maintenance
Landscaping - Mulching

361-534-9924

Here’s how to place a Estate Sale Services Outdoor Services Home Repair & Remodeling
Classified Ad ESTATE SALE Car Detailing Power Washing Req Coral
To place an ad you can call me March 23 Padre Island Mobile Detail ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE Construction Company
at 7am - 11am The Island's Premier Mobile We Power Wash 361-688-6662
R R U 13709 Sea Horse Ave, Detailing Service! Houses, Driveways, Fences, Home & Tiled Bathroom
E"‘Ia" V°“(; adts“:“ Corpus Christi We come to you providing Car Decks & Sidewalks _ Remodeling
moonclassad@twc.com Household items & furniture Wash & Full Detail Services Call us now to schedule an Additions » Garpentry « Painting
Cost Nt""r:e:(g prIea;ge ' Hardware Call or Text 361-550-2041 estimate S|d|lr:1|g Sofft &CFascui ) Tgng '
Osts start a or words, . . * Flooring ¢ Loncrete ¢ Urywa
Fishing gear Check out our website 361-949-2773 :
20 cents a word after that per 2 - dF
issue. Serwct-es for more details: Lawn & Tree Trimming Doors & W?:dowem;ltnaglllation
For a small additional charge, your AIC Services Email Hayden@ MPR SERVICES Ask about our many more services
ad can be centered, made larger or — ] padreislanddetail@gmail.com Lawn Mowing to fit your needs
pictures or clip art can be added. . ;

20+ Years Experience
License & Insured * Free Estimates
Dependable & Reliable Service

Roofing

Weekly Pool Maintenance — Repairs
Renovations - Chemicals — Supplies

Free Delivery! Free Estimates!
Island Resident Owned

Call 361-949-8899

Islandscape Maintenance

*Lawn Maintenance * Power Washing
* Palm Trimming * Fall Cutback

361-949-2773

Wolfe Construction, Inc.

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED ur Indoor We X ; .
BEFORE PUBLICATION Your Indoor Weatl,1 Expert References available upon request *  Insurance Restoration
The Coastal Bend's premier o Specialists

We accept A/C compan Please call or text Valerie Elliott e

American Express, Visa, 0 pany 361-215-4640 © oomg ,
MasterCard 50% off coupons for : e Residential & Commercial

i i reventative maintenance Pool & Spa Services Bryan Wolfe
Legal & Business Notices P ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE

361-949-1180
15809 EI Soccorro Loop

Wade In The Water Pool Services
Cleaning * Repairs * Remodels
Hot Tubs * Warranty Station

House Clean Outs
Construction Debris Removal
Light Demolition

Dumpster Rentals AND MORE!

Grinding Services
Fully Insured - Free Estimates
361-446-3980

running your notice cost less than many YourlndoorWeatherExpert.com Residential - Commercial . :':sttgllll‘;‘t"i’g:]g Decks Corpus Christi TX 7841'8
other publication in Nueces County. 25 Years Experience - Insured FREE ESTIMATES ROOFING PROS!

1T

Custom Home Exteriors, Inc.
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100
Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles
Island Homeowner

Roofing Padre Island

1 NO . Don’t go OTB for pool & spa chemicals! Since 1985!
Application has been made with 15715 SPID #101 BMM

the Texas Alcohol Beverage Monday-Friday 9am-5pm :

Commission for a Mixed FREE WATER TESTING Roofing

Beverage Permit by Four Ten Locally owned and operated since 2010 M- | BB Residential & Commercial
Islla LLC dba The Honey Hole, to Appliance Repair Call 361-658-8581 COMMERCIAL CUTTERS 361-438-4095

be located at 948 Waldron Road, . Ll Tree Trimming & Stump Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts

Home Improvements

Wood Replacement, Facia, etc.
Artisan - Joe Cantu
Phone/Fax 361-814-5605
htplastering@aol.com

Artistic Construction
Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc.
Licensed & Insured
Member of Padre Island

AT 361-949-2100

Real Estate -N- House Appliance Save Our Shores Plastering Business Association
B Repair Junk Removal Hi Tech Plastering, Inc. 361-444-4702
: - Veteran Owned & Operated Stucco, Eifs Coatings, Patch Jobs Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc
Most major brands & . . . . A
appliances Furniture Removal & Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete Repair Al-Anon & AA Meetings

Is alcohol causing a problem
in your family?
Try Al-Anon

“On the Island”

Homes and Condos

Experienced Exterior and interior work
) ; From bathrooms, kitchens,
don’t want to do EX;::[:::)_SS?;ECG flooring, painting,

it!
Frank 361-813-1929 cell

361-99-GRILL (994-7455)
CoastalBendGirillCleaning.com

Crossword Solution

sheetrock work, stucco repair,
wood fencing, pergolas
We've done it all!
361-765-4098

: Al-Anon meets at 7:00 pm Sundays at
For Sale By Ownelr discount on repairs Bulk tem Pickups Stucco Padre Island Baptist Church
Intracoastal Waterview 361-960-0911 Hot Tub Removals GOT CRACKS? ALCOHOLICS ANONYHMOUS
Deep Lot 60 x 100 sg. feet BBQ Cleaning Fence Removal CALL THE STUCCO PROS MEETINS

The Sunset 7 AA Meetings are held on

Cly By Sea, 1 783 CALL Ouners: Home Repair & Remodeling " eand Prestytoran Church
$250,000 Tommy Hearn Fix It Right Remodeling 14030 Fortuna Bay Dr.
361-215-9681 The P Nate Epling Serving the Coastal Bend In addition AA meetings are held
ISLAND HOME FSBO BB 361-941-3041 Since 1986 Friday 7 PM and Sunday 8 AM at
ﬁ ' Plumbing ; The second Gazebo on the
Realtors Welcome " > Licensed, Insured, and .
e Licensed & Insured Plumber Experienced B‘fi‘;‘::)d;’("i‘:"; penind.

S
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H
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This type of fish is called a Stargazer.
They have venomous, and can cause electric shocks! Be careful out there!

Padre Landscapes Z\

Commercial & Rxsidemtial B Services e sl

. ISLAND’S EDGE

TR
B E D .
Salon for Her

F + Karscaps anc Esth Kind Solutiors
)1- Organic & Conventionsl Sardening

PadrelLandscapes.com

(361) 949-6999
padralandsrapesive.com
- Muraséty - 15608 SPID, 5be. B

Text Roni To Book Your
Liary Appointment
15033 S Padre Island Dr

361.244.5748
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Ballots mailed for Padre Isles
Property Owners Association
Board of Directors

Ballots for the Padre Isles Property Owners Association have been mailed.
Early votes will be counted at the 2024 March 23, 2024 Annual Meeting
where members can also cast ballots. Three of seven Board of Directors
seats are up for election. The seats are currently held by Drew Diggins,

Island Moon B 15

National Puppy Day
BBB Tip: Paws for caution — how to stay
safe from online pet scams

As National Puppy Day approaches on all the fees. Which serves to only confuse
March 23, many social media users can ex-  and frustrate the buyer, who is often already
pect to see a near-constant stream of puppy  emotionally invested in the situation and
pictures and videos to take over their news  excited to greet their new puppy.”

feeds during the day and adorable advertise- To help prospective pet owners steer clear

Ray Singleton and David Rossi, respectively.

The candidates for the upcoming 2024 Board elections are

Charles Cantu, Jr.

ments for all kinds of pet products. Many
consumers may decide that now is the time
to add a new furrppfriend to their family.
However, not all sponsored advertisements

of online pet scams, BBB recommends:

- Research extensively. Take the time to
delve into the background of potential
breeders or adoption agencies. Ask how de-

Chul Kim McGuire are legitimate, and the puppy pulling on livery is handled before purchasing the pet,
Drew Diggins (Incumbent/President) your heartstrings in need of a new home and research the reputation of the breeder’s
George Reed may not exist. shipping company. Use resources like the

Kevin Tansey

Michael Gdfula

Ray Singleton (Incumbent)
Thomas Gottemoller

The 2024 Board Candidates’ resumes may be viewed on the Community

Website: www.padreislespoa.net.

There is also a referendum item on the ballot which reads as follows:

“Owners of single-family residential lots may lease the entire residence
and lot, provided each lease shall be in writing, and is for a minimum duration
of 30 consecutive days. Owners of residences designated as a condominium
or a townhouse may lease their residence for less than 30 consecutive days if
permitted by any applicable condominium or townhouse regime and zoning

Deciding to bring a new pet into your home
is a complex decision, and many people
often spend hours of research to find the
right breed for them based on all kinds of
characteristics, such as temperament, size,
and activity level. Whether finding their
perfect pet at a local animal shelter, dog
breeder, or online posting, it doesn’t take
long to form an emotional attachment with
their soon-to-be best friend. Unfortunately,
scammers are highly practiced in taking
advantage of emotions, and online market-
places are perfect for them to reach a broad
audience.

Better Business Bureau (BBB) to check

for complaints or negative feedback. Look
for breeders with a solid reputation and a
history of ethical practices.

- Verify credentials. Don’t be afraid to ask
for documentation proving the seller’s legit-
imacy. This includes licenses, certifications,
and affiliations with reputable organizations
such as kennel clubs or breed associa-
tions. Check with regulatory and licensing
agencies for the state the breeder is in to see
what requirements are in effect, such as the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regula-
tion. Verify this information independently

laws.” “No matter the scheme, manipulating emo-  to ensure it’s not fabricated.
tions is one of the hallmarks of a success- - Trust your instincts. Your intuition can
ful scammer,” said Heather Massey, vice be a powerful tool in identifying potential
PADRE ISLES PROPERTY OWNERS president of communications and commu- scams. If something feels off or too good to
nity relations for Better Business Bureau be true, don’t ignore those feelings. Avoid
ASSOCIATION’ INC. serving the Heart of Texas. “They know the  any transaction that raises red flags, even if
RE GUL AR MONTHLY right picture to use, the right words, and the the seller seems persistent or persuasive.
right trends to leverage throughout the year. - Insist on video calls. In today’s digital age,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING They are also very attuned to consumer video calls offer a valuable opportunity to
demand and know what dog breeds people  assess a seller’s legitimacy and the puppy’s
Tuesdav. March 26. 2024 are looking for and what they are willing to  well-being. Request a live video call to see
Y ’ pay to get one.” the puppy in real time and observe its be-
5:30 PM

Wyndham — Corpus Christi Resort North Padre Island Hotel

15202 Windward Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Streaming to PIPOA Facebook Page

NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA

Members of the audience will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board
Please speak into the microphone located at the
podium and state your name and address. Your presentation will be limited to three
Please sign in prior to the meeting with your name, physical address,

during Members’ Comments.

minutes.

email address, and the subject to be addressed.

Pet scams are among the costliest online
purchases consumers report to Better
Business Bureau, with many victims losing
hundreds or thousands of dollars. Within
the first two months of 2024, 33 BBB Scam
Tracker reports of online pet scams Texas
residents encountered totaled $35,000 in
losses. In most cases, complications arise
after the pet’s initial purchase while ar-
ranging for its delivery through a shipping
intermediary. The fraudulent or impersonat-
ed shipping company may claim additional
fees are required for crates, medications,
vaccines, or insurance. Whatever they claim
as a reason for the extra cost, they will shift

havior and surroundings. Legitimate sellers
will be transparent and accommodating in
providing this reassurance.

- Get everything in writing. Prevent being
caught off-guard by undisclosed fees by
ensuring the whole process, from the point
of sale to the animal being delivered to your
home, is included in a written contract.
This should include information about the
shipping company, expected pickup date,
delivery date, and clauses for extenuating
circumstances.

- Use protected payment methods. Be wary
of any online seller that insists on payment
through unprotected methods, such as gift

1. CALL TO ORDER to another the next time the buyer inquires  cards or wire transfers. If using a peer-to-
about when they can expect their petto be ~ peer payment app, take the time to under-

1. RECEIVE CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT(S) delivered. Frustrated with the situation, stand what protection policies the platform
many consumers who attempt to walk away has in place to prevent misuse by scammers.

1. PRESENTATIONS: from the transaction are threatened with pet  Avoid sending money to anyone through

0. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS (3 minutes, per member)

L.

1. ACC Presentation — Rick McGinley (ACC Chairperson)
0.  Presentation (Enclosed on Tab 2)
1. Bulkhead Activity Report — Jerry Watkins (Bulkhead Project

Mgr.)

0.  Activity Report (Enclosed on Tab 11)

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS:

1.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT — The Board will receive a
report on important topics from the previous meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA: (Routine items; acceptable without further

As Needed

1. Next Board Meeting: April 23, 2024

2. Executive Director’s Report (Enclosed on Tab 3)

3. Compliance Enforcement Update

0.  Current Open & Closed Violations Reports (Enclosed

on Tab 12)

discussion)

TREASURER’S REPORT — FINANCIAL REPORTS: (The Board
will review, discuss, and then accept all financial reports, with possible

1. Secretary’s Reports:
0.  February 27,2024
i.  March 23, 2024

motions.)

1. February 2024 Treasurer’s Report & February 2024 Financial

Statements

0. OLD BUSINESS (with possible motions):

1. None

0. NEW BUSINESS (with possible motions):

1. Jackfish Courtesy Dock Repair — Estimates

2. April 2024 Insurance Renewal Quote

4. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

L.

L.

1. Legal Matters (if warranted) oM =ITE MANAGER

2. Personnel Matters (if warranted) OFEN T DAY=

3. Contract Matters (if warranted) ELECTRONICO GATE ACOESS
4. Appeals: VIDES SURVEILLAMOE

1. 13982 Jibstay Street
2. 15613 Dyna Street

RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION

ADJOURN

abandonment.

“Pet scams are one of those situations
where two seemingly independent par-

ties — the supposed breeder and shipping
company — are actually working together to
carry out the scheme,” said Massey. “This
creates a scenario where each one is point-
ing fingers at the other for not disclosing

these systems that require you to take spe-
cific steps to bypass protection policies.

If you have been the target of a pet scam,
report your experience to BBB.org/Scam-
Tracker. The information you provide may
prevent another person from falling victim
to these impactful schemes.

SAFEZ GUARD

Mlml-'s.%

C A U §

r O R A G E

E W A Y

CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE
STARTING AT $39.00

NO LONG LEASE AGREEMENT!

HOUZEHOLD & SOMMERCLAL
MOVING SUFFLIE= AVAILABLE

STORAGE IS OUR BUSIHESS'

OFFICE HOURS:

M-F 8:30-6:00

SAT 8:30-5:30




S By Ronnie Narmour
ronmenarmour@gmall com
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Three Chords and the Truth

who I am!!! T also really enjoyed Flying Free.
They’ve been on my radar for a while but this
was the first time I’d seen them. They are led
by a bright star Anna Wilson on guitar and
lead vocals. She shines and bubbles with the
best of them. Also, I understand she is also an
exercise trainer. Whatever, she’s got it going

;61 on, she needs to keep doing it because it’s

The F esterin Den of Sin became deadly
this year.

What a trying Spring Break it was this year.
Although it’s generally organized chaos at
best, it got deadly this time. Things started out
pretty good I suppose. I went out there early
in the week and observed a fair gathering

of breakers just getting their bearings at

the beginning of the Festering Den of Sin.

All components appeared to be taking

shape as usual. I observed a decent crowd
and a fair amount of police presence. The
weather wasn’t entirely cooperative but that
doesn’t stop a driven movement. But then

the weekend came and we were given the
horrible news that there had been a shooting
out there and a young man from Ingleside was
killed and another from Alice was seriously
wounded. So the police cleared the area and
instigated the city code of no booze on the
beach trying to get a handle on the situation.
Then we started seeing the perpetrator’s
freaky face on the news and that he was still
at large and the whole mess just seemed dirty.
That’s when we heard the news of another
shooting and arrest on the beach in Miami
and word that they were just done with spring
break and were shutting it down and pointing
them towards Ft. Lauderdale. It really didn’t
feel extraordinarily ridiculous in the bars or on
the streets of Port A throughout the weekend
although I was almost smashed in my golf
cart when a car came screeching around a
corner on Avenue C where [ was coming up
on and came at me head-on at high speed. He
jerked his car out of the way of hitting me

at the last moment. He was being tailed by

a couple of DPS troopers at the time. After
that we pretty much took my own advice and
hunkered down for the most part. I did run
out to pole 29 one last time but it just wasn’t
any fun anymore. Even though we depend

on spring break for revenue every year, I for
one wouldn’t mind it if they went the route of
Miami and sent the breakers on down the road
next year. I hear South Padre is nice. This is
why we can’t have nice things.

Summer Miler was ocking the St. Pat-
ty’s Day Crawl at Shorty's last Sunday.

Scattered shots...
I was diligent last weekend and caught quite
a few shows... eleven to be exact. Bron's had
live music all week with Bushbullit, John
Cortez, The OTB Band, Flying Free and

Ruben V. Shorty’s had a good lineup, too with |

Selfie, Triptonite, Funk Rock Stereo and
Joey St. Vincent. And Treasure Island had
Carson Miller and the Coastal Cowboys
and the National Nobodyz. There wasn’t a
bad apple in the bunch. Then on Sunday the
VEW had their annual St. Patty s Day Pub
Crawl and Spring Break was a done deal.
BTW, all of those shows were exceptional and
I hadn’t seen the National Nobodyz before and
really liked their energy. They put on a good
show in spite of the fact that they shamed

me for taking their picture. Don’t they know
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working. Also, I swear outdoor music venues
will be the death of me. It seems that I’ve
been putting on shows on outdoor stages for
40 years. And I’ll never get back all the time
I’ve wasted waiting on inclement weather that
never happened. This weekend the weather
people had us convinced that there was an
“83% of thunderstorms” and the possibility
of “severe weather” that never happened. |
fretted over the rain possibilities and where
to put the bands or whether to cancel or not
all weekend... and it never rained. We didn’t

know what to do with Ruben V since he was
coming from San Antonio. Shoot me now.

The National Nobodyz played Treasure
Island last Saturday.

DO NOT MISS LIST
Coming this weekend...

F lylng Free played Bron sonF rzday

9, 66

We are officially in the island’s “sweet spot”
right now. Spring Break is done... check. St.
Patty’s Day is done... check. Next up is Easter
Sunday at the end of March on the 31* and then
the BIG weekend with SandFest April 19-21.
And since Memorial Day isn’t until the end of
May, we have a lot of tourist “down time.” So
until summer gets here we can expect mostly
second homers, day trippers and fishermen. So
if the weather cooperates, and who knows with
the wacky weather patterns these days, we
should have a little time to ourselves. The first
day of Spring was last Tuesday on March 19" so
I say, BRING IT ON!!! Coming this weekend
we have music mainly on just the weekends
now. Coming this Friday the 15" the big horn
band Cruise Control will play Bron s, our old
pal trop rocker Aloha Dave and the Tourists
will play Shortys and the funky, funky Funk
Rock Stereo will play Treasure Island for the
first time. On Saturday we have the great Latin
tinged variety band, the Palacios Brothers
from Hebbronville will play Brons, the 80’s
cover band the Groove is at Shortys and the
Back Pew Revival with Gabriel Fidel and
Frank Benavides will play Treasure Island.
Also on Saturday at the new Port A karaoke
bar, Beach Bums, the Journey tribute band SA
Lights will perform plus Coach Dude Dugan
will play our favorite pirate bar, the Gaff. And
if you’re headed into town this weekend, the
House of Rock has Diamond’s Edge on Friday
and a Rage Against the Machine tribute band
plus a Metallica tribute band at Brewster s on
Saturday. Be safe out there! Peace out.

ﬂJ‘ﬂ And, that’s the truth ﬂJ‘ﬂ

Funk Rock Stereo will play Treasure

Island on F rlday
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Aloha Dave and the Tourists will play
Shorty’s on Friday.
Saturday.

LIVE MUSIC

The Palacios Brothers will play Bron's on

Friday, March 22 Cassidy’s Pub

Aloha Dave & the Robin Blue @ Island
Tourists @ Shorty’s Italian 6-9

Cruise Control @ Aloha Dave @ Padre
Bron’s Backyard Island Burger Co.

Funk Rock Stereo @ Aaron Jacobs @
Treasure Island Tannin’s South

Clark Bros @ ChillBillies @ La Playa
Virginia’s on the Bay by the Bay

Diamond’s Edge @ snnll:::fnl;n:;:;] I David Salinas @
House of Rock Paradise Key Rockport
Juan Deers, Palacios TRIFTONITE Billy Snipes @ Pier 99
Bros @ Vernon’s DREAMIN IN COLOR

Fistful of Metal @ [l LIS UL S Y T
Exchance Jim Dugan, Ty Dietz @
Matt Hole & the Shorty’s

Lt Ro.d Gang @ Clark Bros @ Virginia’s
Executive Surf Club on the Bay

Raul Ayala @ Sugar Rich Mendez @ Rockits
Shack Catfish Blues Jam @

Dave’s Duo @ Doc’s

S Pt Rialto Theater
carecrow People Ruben Limas
Brewster Southside Treas ure ISLQnd Gully’s Bar “
clexandmiKay; FUNK ROCK STEREO |(1\\@¥] Aaron Jacobs @
Dylan Scott @ Xcalibur

MAR 23 e :
Brewster. Downtown Billy Snipes @ Beach
Ruben Limas @ [[/\:%4d Bums
Blackbeard’s
JOSSNRNETSIN B ACK PEW REVIVAL MAR 30
Cassidy’s Pub hidpredton,
Mike Luna @ March 25
KBob’s Raul Ayala @ Pelican
ChillBillies @ Lounge
Legends

Alley Catz @ South
Texas Ice House

Tuesday, March 26

Open Mic w/Rev Matt
Steel Water Band, @ House of Rock
OTB @ Rognd Up Ruben Limas @
Delys Inglemde . Blackbeard’s
Billy Snipes @ Big Saul Padron @
Easy Rockport Exchange
Seturdep. SELFIE EVERY THURSDAY [LCIIECUTS
March 23 March 27
BELT SANDER AloHaDAE N 512 Ethridge OPEN
RACES 4:00 @ Gaff [alXeileV3 el MIC @ Gaff
Groove @ Shorty’s JIM DUGAN, TY DIETZ DRl [ ast show of the season:

Palacios Bros @
Bron’s Backyard
OTB @ Treasure

BUSHBULLIT
CBDB’S

MAR 29
MAR 30

PA Rockers @ Bernie’s
Eli Brown @ Rockit’s
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s

Island 101 BEACH STREET, PORT ARANSAS Ty Dietz @ Vernon’s
Jim Dugan @ Gaff Cleartones @ VFW
SA Lights @ Beach Ty Dietz @ Vernon’s
Bums Dave’s Duo @ Katz
Clark Bros @ Ruben Limas @
Virginia’s on the Bay Blackbeard’s
Dana Cooper @ Michael Burtts @
Charlotte Plummers Pompanos
Eolekporé Rocki The Aaron Jacobs @ South
clipse ockits
Har(Ii)Wired to Kill Pon foxas fee House

e

‘Em All- Metallica
Tribute @ Brewster
Downtown

Aransas 7u5day.
Cookbook March2s

R\

Testify: Rage Against Selfie @ Shorty’s

the Machine Tribute Catering & Private Chef Brad E.th.Iidge @ Gaff
@ House of Rock Services Dunebllhes @ Reds at
Raul Ayala @ Palmilla

Exchange Clark Bros @ Virginia’s
Mike Guerra @ 361-453-0147 on the Bay

KBob’s Raul Ayala @ Rockit’s
Michael Burtts @ Eric Graham @
Brewster Southside Brewster Southside
John Cortez @ Jam Night @ Exchange

Fu*r.udfip: Comwiputen
Ve

T
N‘-““u »
N ¥

S4ved i STHA
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409 w ave G cweres 149-4960
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