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By Dale Rankin

It is a week of finishes and
near-finishes here on our little
sandbar as the Don Patricio Water
Exchange Bridge passes from the
construction to the completion
stage. Crews this week put the fin-
ishing touches on the road paving
and a ribbon cutting is set for 11
a.m. Friday morning on the Lake
Padre side of SPID/Park Road 22.
As you can see from the history
of the bridge in the last issue this
process began in 1997 and came
to fruition this week thanks to the
work of city council members, the
Island Strategic Action Commit-
tee, and the private landowners
who brought the canals to the
bridge before the bridge was built
in order to move the project from
the design phase to construction
and now completion. This is a
big deal for our Island and will

be the lynchpin for development
and Island mobility over the next
several decades. It’s been a long
road but we have arrived.

Not surprisingly bridges are a big
part of construction on The Island
as crews work to finish the two-
year overhaul of the JFK Bridge
and work is set to begin shortly
on a new bridge on Commodores
Drive that will provide another
outlet for water exchange; we in-
clude the design drawings for the
bridge in this issue. The question
of how to connect the new canals
under the Don Patricio Bridge and
the Whitecap NPI development
to the existing Island canals will
be discussed the next meeting of
the Padre Isles Property Owners
Association Board of Directors
(see the agenda and PIPOA Presi-
dent Drew Diggins’ column in this
issue).

PIPOA Board seats
The window to apply to run for
seats on the PIPOA Board is
now open and closes on Tuesday,
December 14 (see more informa-
tion on Page 15 of this issue) and
Executive Director Gary Klep-
perich reports that as of this week
that only one candidate has filed
for the three seats on the ballot. A
fourth spot opened last week with
the resignation of board member
John Plotnik whose term runs
through 2025. That seat will be
filled by appointment of the board
but as of mid-week no timeline
for that appointment had been
set. The terms are for three years
and the notices/ballots to PIPOA
members will be sent out after
the registration period closes and
the ballots opened and winners
announced at the annual members
meeting in March.

Water restrictions
It was announced at the Corpus

Around cont. on A5
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Don Patricio Bridge

Finished on time and on budget

.nx”&!—

ATricolor Heron at the Leonabelle*Turnbull{Birding Center.

Crews are moving the sand dam on the west szde of the brzdge further from the bridge structure in
order to place articulated mats along the canals next to the bridge for scour protection.

By Dale Rankin

After two decades of planning and
almost three years of construction
the $14.8 million Don Patricio
Water Exchange Bridge was com-
pleted this week on schedule and

The canal ready to be opened.

on budget.

Crews from contractor Haas-An-
derson finished the paving work
on the bridge mid-week and
removed equipment from the
work yard adjacent to the bridge

This pipe is the only current
water connection between the
bridee and Lake Padre.

in anticipation of a ribbon cutting
scheduled for 11 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 8§ at the bridge site. That
ceremony will likely be conducted
without the canal under the new
bridge being open.

Completion of the bridge comes
as the Padre Isles Property Own-
ers Association Board of Directors
is set to decide at its meeting at
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 12, at the Wyndham Hotel

on Windward Drive, whether to
approve the removal of the bulk-
head that would connect the canal

Don Pat cont. on A3

Dredge moves to mouth of Packery Channel

The dredge from Callen Marine
which is currently working to
dredge Packery Channel to 14

feet this week moved its operation
to the mouth of the channel and
will work inland toward the State
Highway 361 bridge. The dredge
material is currently being placed
on Michael J. Ellis Beach adjacent
to the Wyndham Resort. Beach
managers for the City of Corpus
Christi said this week the outflow
from the dredge pipeline will
continue to move southward as
the project continues to a point on
the beach south of Whitecap Drive
and widen the beach past the 150-

foot width required by The Texas
Open Beach Act to allow for
vehicular traffic. The project must

be completed by March in order
to leave the beach clear during the
spring turtle nesting season.

A little Island history

When the Iron Horse Came to the
Wild Horse Desert

By Dale Rankin

At the turn of the twentieth
century the area between Corpus
Christi and the Rio Grande Valley
was still a wide open place. Little
had changed in the half century
since General Zachary Taylor
marched his army through the
area during the U.S.-Mexico War
with the major exception being
the founding of the King Ranch in
1853. By the end of the Civil War
the ranch had grown to 146,000
acres and was home to thousands
of head of cattle which were one
thousand miles from the nearest

Gulf Coast Lines
railhead that would connect them
to eastern markets.

Soldiers retuning from the war

found thousands of wild Texas

History cont. on page A5
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Daily rental of
three houses
1n residential

neighborhoods

will cease

Island Short-Term
Rental Houses for sale

or long-term lease
By Dale Rankin

Home builder Mike Mostaghasi
who has been operating Short-
Term Rental houses on Padre
Island in violation of city zoning
ordinances since January said this
week he will no longer rent them
for short-term stay.

Efforts by District 4 City Council-
man Dan Suckley who has been
pushing the City Attorney’s Office
to push the cases to court came to
fruition this week when the 72 ci-
tations issued to Mostaghasi went
to Municipal Court leading him to
place the houses on the market
“I’m either going to sell them or
lease them long-term,” Mostaghasi
told the Island Moon this week.
City records show that city inspec-
tors have issued Mr. Mostaghasi
citations for either operating the
STR in residential Island neigh-
borhoods or advertising them,
which is also a violation of city or-
dinance, since January, 16, 2023.

Homes cont. on A5

2023 La Posada Schedule

La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. Broad-

cast by KRIS 6 Television from
Snoopy’s Oyster Bar

Begins at JFK Bridge continues
through North Island canals
Lighted Boat Parade Watch Party
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. Hard-
Knocks Sports Bar & Grill

La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Saturday, December 9

Begins 6 p.m. at Caravel Boat
Ramp continues through South
Island canals

See maps for parade routes in this
issue on B 12.

A little Island history
La Posada Lighted
Boat Parade

By Dale Rankin

The La Posada Lighted Boat
Parades we have today began

an informal gathering of a few
Islanders in 1970 when Island
houses were rare. The informal
“parade” started with a group of
friends then in 1974 it became an
organized annual event in when a
group of Padre Island boat enthu-
siasts decided to start an annual
lighted boat parade.

The parade was begun to com-
memorate the search by Mary and
Joseph for lodging as described
in the Gospel books of the Bible
when Bishop Thomas J. Dru-

ry from the Diocese of Corpus

Parade cont. on A3
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Skip the Plastic’s Cleanup Heroes for the = o S ! g N
month of December are Martha Habluetzel e . ey iﬁ g
and Susan Beaubien, who founded Clean- Agr ' g i ' ‘
up Ingleside in September. They started a j R : i el et 14 ;

Facebook Group and encouraged others - e : ey of | R - e W o €.

to join them in cleanups around Ingleside. | =y ' . ! AN
They’ve held a cleanup each month, and : :
spend 2 to 3 hours picking up trash along
streets and in parks. Their movement is
growing and some local businesses have
begun to help out.
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Skip the Plastic

By Neil McQueen

Surfrider Foundation

Texas Coastal Bend Chapter

S —

Jennifer Seymour and Rob Witherington went all out for this year's Padre
Island Golf Cart Christmas Parade. Jennifer cut all of the panels and
painted them and Rob built the frame for the sleigh named Santa and the
Reindeer’s disco party. They even added a lighted “IslandLife” lighted

license plate. Now that’s some talent and creativity right there! Great job R
and Happy Holidays. Port A Christmas Golf Cart Parade 2023

Photo by Neesy Tompkins and Ronnie Narmour
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Letters to the Editor

Connecting Island Canals =»zgee==
What the permit says

As the discussion on the connection of the canal under the new Don Patricio Bride to the
existing Island canals continues we take look at what is required under permits from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers as they apply to the subject.

The following excerpts are taken from a letter from the Regulatory Branch of the U.S Army
Corps of Engineers dated January 23, 2015 and sent to Gulf Shores Joint Venture regarding
permit number SWG-2000-02743 regarding the construction of a canal under the Don Patri-
cio Water Exchange Bridge in preparation for the beginning of construction of the bridge.
The purpose of the amendment to the permit, first issued in 1974, was to change the previ-
ously approved water exchange culvert under SPID/Park Road 22 to a bridge. The permit
was obtained by the Island Moon through the Freedom of Information Act.

This is a legacy permit. Permit SWG-2000-02743 has a history dating back to back to 1973 when
Department of the Army Permit 9009 was issued to allow the development of a portion of North
Padre Island. The portion of North Padre Island that is the subject of the permit amendment
request, the Lake Padre Subdivision, was separated from Permit 9009 in 1986 after the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (“Corps™) approved the request, and Permit 17760 was created. Permit 17760
became SWG-2000-02743 in 2008. The Applicant acquired the permit in a transfer in 1995.

For the water quality and circulation enhancements, the Applicant is proposing to: (1) widen the
opening of Packery channel to 85 feet; and (2) install the canal connection under Park Road 22
instead of the culvert. The circulation features should compensate for the remaining FCUs—20.335

Additionally, the applicant has chosen to act upon the comments and recommendation by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and has agreed to expand the connection between Lake Padre and
Packery Channel, the pass linking the Gulf of Mexico with the upper Laguna Madre/Corpus Christi
Bay complex. The Applicant will be responsible for widening the opening Packery Channel to
Lake Padre from 50 feet to approximately 85 feet. The opening shall be increased by moving the
west edge 35 feet to the west. Detailed engineering will be coordinated with the City of Corpus
during the construction permit process. The Applicant’s rough estimate is that the cost will fall
between $600,000-750,000. All construction efforts will be coordinated with the Corps as
appropriate.

Additionally, the applicant has chosen to act upon the comments and recommendation by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and has agreed to expand the connection between Lake Padre and
Packery Channel, the pass linking the Gulf of Mexico with the upper Laguna Madre/Corpus Christi
Bay complex. The Applicant will be responsible for widening the opening Packery Channel to
Lake Padre from 50 feet to approximately 85 feet. The opening shall be increased by moving the
west edge 35 feet to the west. Detailed engineering will be coordinated with the City of Corpus
during the construction permit process. The Applicant’s rough estimate is that the cost will fall
between $600,000-750,000. All construction efforts will be coordinated with the Corps as
appropriate.

From the beginning of this development, circulation improvement and maintenance has been a key
aspect of the planned mitigation. In the 2002 permit, the canal system to the west of Park Road 22
was to be connected via culvert. That culvert was relatively small. Under the new proposed permit,
the culvert will be replaced by a canal structure crossing under the road and by a new canal on the
west side of the road that will connect into the existing canal system on the west side. This
modification will increase the flow into the existing channel complex on the west side of Park Road
22 by a factor of 3.7. The improved circulation will improve water quality by flushing nitrogen and
phosphorus and reducing the algal growth that tends to negatively impact dissolved oxygen levels in
canals on the west side.

Additionally, during the agency review of this proposed amendment and renewal, Texas Parks and
Wildlife suggested that the open-water opening from this development into Packery Channel be
widened. That suggestion has been adopted by the Applicant, and the opening will be widened to
85 feet. This improvement will further enhance circulation.

The result of this water quality and circulation mitigation is that there will be greatly increased
circulation and flow within Lake Padre and the canal systems to the west. Although it is difficult to
translate this circulation enhancement directly into FCUs, it is the Applicant’s position that the
water circulation and water quality elements are essential aspects to the functional viability and
health of the environment. When those elements are not present in sufficient quantities, then
negative impacts result and can be far reaching. Thus in the circumstances of this project, the water
circulation and water quality elements are, in essence, the bedrock of the healthy environment. To
this end, there must be mitigation credit given for the Applicant’s implementation of these features.

Given the factors above, the creation of the enhanced circulation via channel connection rather than
culvert connection; the widening of the opening into Packery Channel; and the creation of a diverse
habitat on the island, consisting mostly of wetlands, will offer adequate compensation for the
baseline 35 acres and the functional value.

Parade cont. from Al
trophies for the winners. Seashore Charter

Schools became the host of the event par-
tially because that is where the account for
the event was kept, and Seashore kids began
designing a new logo each year which was
printed on tee-shirts sold to raise money and
on Christmas ornaments made by the kids.
That practice continued until 2010 when
the school handed the reins to the Padre
Island Yacht Club which handed it off as

a separate to a Not for Profit organization
in 2017 where it remains today. Along the
way Toys for Tots was added as the event’s
charity and it has now become the largest
single toy-raising event in Texas. In 2009
the La Posada Kickoff Party was added and
a number of events have been added since.
In 2018 three big changes were made when
a Grand Marshal was added, the Friday
night parade route was extended to include
the area near the JFK Bridge, and local
television began broadcasting the Saturday
parade live.

So when you take part in the La Posada
Boat Parade you are helping to grow an
Island tradition that began as an informal
get-together way back when a new home
cost $34,900, gas was 55 cents per gallon,
inflation was 11%, and President Richard
Nixon took his last ride in Air Force One.

Christi blessed the boats as they set out
going from house to house in their symbol-
ic search for shelter. The boaters decorated
their boats and sang Christmas carols at
each stop. It wasn’t until later years that the
Toys for Tots drive was added.

In the beginning the boats set out from the
north end of Padre Island which was the
only area developed. Then in the 1980s the
event migrated to the Club House at An-
chor Resort which was the original home of
the Padre Island Sailing Society, a group of
sailing enthusiasts who liked the acronym.
It was then an annual event but still very
informal.

Then in August 1996, the doors to the
current home of the Padre Island Yacht
Club, the two-story building at the west end
of Whitecap were opened and that location
became ground zero for the parade as boats
line up in the water east of Whitecap and
made the turn past the Yacht Club where
the judges were was located. This was the
choice spot for parade watching as it is
where the boats would make their prome-
nade to impress the judges.

In the beginning there was annual funding
for the parades from the Padre Isles Prop-
erty Owners Association. The money was
used to pay various expenses and in some
cases to help decorate boats and pay for

PIPOA Boat Ramp Policy

The PIPOA Board has been working on clarifying the 2024 Parking Rules for the Associ-

ation’s boat ramps. The Association has posted a draft of these rules on the Association’s

website at www.padreislespoa.net. PIPOA members are invited to contact the PIPOA with
comments, concerns, or questions. Submittals should be in writing and can be submitted
to the Executive Director, Gary Klepperich, at gary@pipoa.net. The Board will consider
these updated parking rules along with member comments at the December 12" Board

Meeting with the intention of adopting them before January 2024.

Don Pat cont. from Al

under the new bridge to the existing canals
on Padre Island. Tim Lange, the managing
partner of Gulf Shores Joint Ventures has
said he will not remove the dam blocking
saltwater from the Lake Padre side of the
bridge until an agreement is reached. Board
members have resisted the connection of
the canals citing the lack of an agreement
for the process between the PIPOA and Di-
amond Beach Holdings, LLC. which owns
the Whitecap NPI project. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers permit for connecting
the canals is held by Gulf Shores Devel-
opment. That permit was originally issued
in 1974 and amended in 1997 to allow for
the installation of culverts under the SPID
roadway to facilitate the introduction of wa-
ter from the Gulf of Mexico into the Island
canal system to improve water quality. The
culverts were exchanged for a bridge, the
Don Patricio Bridge, under an amendment
to the corps permit in 2014, see language
from that permit in this issue. Since 1997
all subsequent corps permit updates have
been based on the assumption that the canal
under the new bridge would be connected to
existing Island canals, and in fact increas-
ing water flow to those canals has been the
stated goal.

One obstacle to connecting the PIPOA
canals to the bridge canal was removed
when the Flour Bluff School District agreed
verbally to allow the removal of a sliver of
the 6.7 acres of land that borders Whitecap
Boulevard on the south and a canal on the
east and which is owned by the district to be
removed to eliminate the need for a slight
bend in the connection of the old and new
canals. The district board was set to cast a
formal vote on the matter Thursday evening
as the Island Moon went to press.

Board members said this week they are
awaiting a study, the fourth to be done,
regarding the speed of water flow through
PIPOA canals once the connection to the
new canal is made. None of the previous
three studies found that connecting the
canals posed a danger to Island bulkheads.
One of the studies was done at the request
of the City of Corpus Christi to determine
if the connection of the canals poses a prob-
lem for the bridge under Whitecap Boule-
vard or the bridge on Gypsy Street. That
study found no issues but some hardening
of the bridges may be necessary in future
years and some reinforcement of the ap-
proaches to the bridges may be undertaken
in the short term for the sake of caution.

Around cont. from Al

Christi City Council meeting on Tues-

day that unless we get something close to
eighteen inches of rain the watershed in the
next three months we are headed for Stage 2
water restrictions by the end of 2023 which
means cutting back landscape irrigation

to one day every other week with the final
schedule decided by the city manager. It
looks like a good time to put in turf every-
body.

Watch out for bears!
Texas Parks and Wildlife this week put out a
Bear Alert so if you see one don’t offer him
aride, also be aware that Island bridges may
form ice in freezing weather. It’s time to
La Posada everybody we’ll see you on the
canals. That’s all for now but remember half
of the fishermen on The Island are above
average and say hello if you see us Around
The Island.
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Senior Moments

Senior Moments
By Dotson Lewis

Dotson s Note: Tunnelling was like sapping
except that a “roof” of soil was left in place
while the trench line was established and
then removed when the trench was ready

to be occupied. The guidelines for British
trench construction stated that it would take
450 men 6 hours at night to complete 250 m
(270 yd) of front-line trench system. There-
after, the trench would require constant
maintenance to prevent deterioration caused
by weather or shelling. Thanks to Joe Mix
and Fred Shope, who were both World War
I combat veterans, for the facts contained
in this report and thanks to Ernest Brooks
for the photos.

Trenchmen were a specialized unit of trench
excavators and repairmen. They usually
dug or repaired in groups of four with an
escort of two armed soldiers. Trenchmen
were armed with one 1911 semi-automatic
pistol, and were only utilized when either a
new trench needed to be dug or expanded
quickly, or when a trench was destroyed by
artillery fire. Trenchmen were trained to dig
with incredible speed; in a dig of three to
six hours they could accomplish what would
take a normal group of frontline infan-

try soldiers around two days. Trenchmen
were usually looked down upon by fellow
soldiers because they did not fight. They
were usually called cowards because if they
were attacked while digging, they would
abandon the post and flee to safety. They
were instructed to do this though because
through the war there were only around
1,100 trained trenchmen. They were highly
valued only by officers higher on the chain

of command.

Breastwork “Trench” Armen-
tiéres, 1916

The banked earth on the lip of the trench
facing the enemy was called the parapet and
had a fire step. The embanked rear lip of the
trench was called the parados, which pro-
tected the soldier’s back from shells falling
behind the trench. The sides of the trench
were often revetted with sandbags, wire
mesh, wooden frames and sometimes roofs.
The floor of the trench was usually covered
by wooden duckboards. In later designs the
floor might be raised on a wooden frame

to provide a drainage channel underneath.
Due to the substantial casualties taken from
indirect fire, some trenches were reinforced
with corrugated metal roofs over the top as
an improvised defense from shrapnel.

The static movement of trench warfare

and a need for protection from snip-

ers created a requirement for loop-

holes both for discharging firearms and for
observation. Often a steel plate was used
with a «key hole», which had a rotating
piece to cover the loophole when not in

use. German snipers used armor-piercing
bullets that allowed them to penetrate loop-
holes. Another means to see over the parapet
was the trench periscope — in its simplest
form, just a stick with two angled pieces

of mirror at the top and bottom. A number
of armies made use of the periscope rifle,
which enabled soldiers to snipe at the enemy
without exposing themselves over the para-
pet, although at the cost of reduced shooting
accuracy. The device is most associated with
Australian and New Zealand troops at Galli-
poli, where the Turks held the high ground.

Australian Light Horseman Using
A Periscope Rifle-1915

Island Moon

Special to The Island Moon

Trench Warfare Part 3

Dugouts of varying degrees of comfort were
built in the rear of the support trench. British
dugouts were usually 2.5 to 5 m (8 to 16 ft)
deep. The Germans, who had based their
knowledge on studies of the Russo-Japanese
War, made something of a science out of
designing and constructing defensive works.
They used reinforced concrete to construct
deep, shell-proof, ventilated dugouts, as well
as strategic strongpoints. German dugouts
were typically much deeper, usually a mini-
mum of 4 m (12 ft) deep and sometimes dug
three stories down, with concrete staircases to
reach the upper levels.

Trenches were never straight but were dug

in a zigzagging or stepped pattern, with all
straight sections generally kept less than a
dozen meters. Later, this evolved to have

the combat trenches broken into distinct fire
bays connected by traverses. While this
isolated the view of friendly soldiers along
their own trench, this ensured the entire trench
could not be enfiladed if the enemy gained
access at any one point; or if a bomb, grenade,
or shell landed in the trench, the blast could

not travel far.

Above, aerial view of opposing trench lines
between Loos and Hulluch, July 1917. Ger-
man trenches at the right and bottom, British
at the top-left.

Very early in the war, British defensive
doctrine suggested a main trench system of
three parallel lines, interconnected by com-
munications trenches. The point at which a
communications trench intersected the front
trench was of critical importance, and it was
usually heavily fortified. The front trench was
lightly garrisoned and typically occupied in
force only during “stand to” at dawn and dusk.
Between 65 and 90 m (70 and 100 yd) behind
the front trench was located the support (or
“travel”) trench, to which the garrison would
retreat when the front trench was bombarded.
Between 90 and 270 meters (100 and 300 yd)
further to the rear was located the third reserve
trench, where the reserve troops could amass
for a counter-attack if the front trenches were
captured. This defensive layout was soon
rendered obsolete as the power of artillery
grew; however, in certain sectors of the front,
the support trench was maintained as a decoy
to attract the enemy bombardment away from
the front and reserve lines. Fires were lit in the
support line to make it appear inhabited and
any damage done immediately repaired.
Temporary trenches were also built. When a
major attack was planned, assembly trenches
would be dug near the front trench. These
were used to provide a sheltered place for

the waves of attacking troops who would
follow the first waves leaving from the front
trench. “Saps” were temporary, unmanned,
often dead-end utility trenches dug out into
no-man’s land.

Dotson's Other Note: “They fulfilled a variety
of purposes, such as connecting the front
trench to a listening post close to the enemy
wire or providing an advance «jumping-off’
line for a surprise attack. When one side)s
front line bulged towards the opposition,

a salient* was formed. The concave trench
line facing the salient was called a “re-en-
trant.” Large salients were perilous for their
occupants because they could be assailed from
three sides.

*salient—a piece of land or section of fortifi-
cation that juts out to form an angle

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The weekly
Veterans Round Table meetings are on Thurs-
days 9-11AM. All veterans, their families
and anyone interested in veterans’ activities,
are invited. The meeting location is at Del
Mar College, Center for Economic Develop-
ment, 3209 S. Staples. (Across from Ray High
School). Also, the Veterans Radio Round Table
is on the air on KEYS AM 1440 & 98.7 FM,
8—10 a.m., Saturdays. Please listen and call
in or text. The listener/text line is: 361-882-
5397. It s your two hours; please let us hear
from you.

T0 BE CONTINUED

By Dale Rankin

My first memories of Christmas are at the
far end of a dirt road outside St. Louis,
Oklahoma where my father with his newly
minted petroleum engineering degree from
Oklahoma State University was the Assis-
tant Plant Manage at the Sinclair Gas and
Gas Products Plant. We lived outside of

St. Louis (population seven) in one of two
company houses across the dirt road from
Sinclair Oil Plant (#12 I think) with the
Plant Manager next door. I was the only kid
there and until I was four years old that was
my little world.

My first Christmas memory is of a guy

in a red suit and a white beard coming
through the front door with a bag of toys
and I couldn’t help but notice that he had
on muddy work boots and smelled of Ethyl
Mercaptan; everything in my world had
muddy boots and smelled of Ethyl Mercap-
tan and it wasn’t until we moved to Laurel,
Mississippi when I was five that [ found
out the whole world did not smell of Ethyl
Mercaptan. Some of it smelled like wet fur
which was spewed out of the stacks at the
Masonite factory. All in all I’d prefer the
Ethyl Mercaptan.

We moved to Laurel where my father built
his own plant from the ground up and I
started kindergarten where I learned my first
Christmas carol which contained some very
disturbing lyrics regarding Santa Clause.
He sees you when you re sleeping

He knows when you 're awake

And not only that, he is coming to town!

From Oklahoma to Laurel Sears
I queried my dear mother on the where-
abouts of this omnipresent fellow Santa
Clause her response was vague. “He’s
everywhere,” she said, and that was where
things stood until my suspicions about this
traveling man were realized when I walked
into the Laurel Sears Store and there was
the same guy in the same suit who had
been to my house in outback Oklahoma!
He wasn’t wearing muddy boots but I still
declined numerous invitations to sit on his
lap because I had learned from the same
song that he’s watching me all the time and
in fact might even know what I’m thinking
— that part was unclear.
He knows if you 've been bad or good
So be good for goodness sake!
O! You better watch out!
My confusion was multiplied when a few
days later we were driving through the
black section of Laurel and I saw a guy in
the same red suit walking down the street
except unlike the Sears Santa and Okla-
homa Santa he had black skin and muddy
boots. This was confusing on two fronts;
first, how could it be the same guy!? Did he
shape shift as he walked through different
parts of town? And why was he walking
when I had it on good authority he flew
around the world in single night in a flying
sleigh? Something was not right. The whole
thing was troubling.
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Sleepless nights

I couldn’t sleep for weeks leading up to
Christmas as I lay in bed trying to summon
up visions of sugar plums to keep away
any bad thoughts because at five I wasn’t
sure what those were but I was pretty sure
visions of sugar plums were okay even if |
wasn’t really sure what sugar plums were.
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Stuff [ Heard on the Island

I would strain my ears into the darkness to
try and hear his arrival so I could see him
while he was seeing me and would occa-
sionally flip on the night light because after
all he might arrive early and I wanted to
thank him for the toys and ask him if was
really necessary to follow me around and
read my mind but he never showed. I sup-
posed him to be omnipotent from anywhere
in the world and he probably didn’t like
hanging around Laurel because of that wet
fur smell so why was he here?

Coming through the side door
I expressed concern that our house in Lau-
rel lacked a chimney but I was assured San-
ta could get in the house someway and his
presence in the area was confirmed when
on Christmas night right there on television
the local weatherman located him on radar
sleight and all flying through the night sky
above Jackson on his way down and sure
enough the next morning two of the three
cookies we left were gone and the bicycle
I had been thinking about — but had not
told Santa directly — was parked next to
the Christmas tree. I liked the bike but I
still didn’t like the fact that this guy knew
where I was and what I was thinking.
That was pretty much where things stood
until we moved to Portland and when I
walked into Padre Staples Mall there he
was again, in the same suit only with black
mud-less boots. By now I had learned to
push the idea that he knew what [ was
thinking and “seeing” me when I was
sleeping to the back of my head in order to
keep the toys coming on Christmas morn-
ing but I had yet to sit on his lap due to
his mindreading proclivities yet year after
year he kept bringing me stuff [ had only
thought about so why mess with a good
thing, right?

Island Santa
That’s about how things stood until this
week when I found this fellow, Island
Santa, and now everything is copacetic in
Santa Land. He assured me that while he
can in fact read my mind he finds it to be
a shallow wasteland hardly worth reading
and I’m okay with that. So as I settle down
now for a long winter’s nap I still have a
few sugar plums dancing around in there
but nothing that I fear will get in the way
of a bicycle under the tree. So if any kids
out there are afraid of Santa like I was
just think to yourself what you want for
Christmas and you will be fine, but I found
that for some reason it seemed to help if
mentioned it to my parents.
And try to avoid pouting and crying if
possible.

B 4

o .

%&ﬁfﬁ.ﬁ

Since 1991 www.atlanhscorpus.com
o CHEy, = .
5@15 Atlantis <=
# A
: Pool and Spa

Quality you can swim in!
{361) 563-7665 or (361) 9495899
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
Weekly Pool & Spa Maintenance * Repairs & Renovations
Island Resident
Shouldn’t you be saying, “Tt’s ime to relax. My pool 15 ready.”
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Access Road work
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Photo by Dale Rankin

The work to replace the roadway of the
Access Road on SPID between Commo-
dores Drive and Jackfish Avenue is moving
forward with completion scheduled no later
than March, 2024, according to the city bid

documents for the project. The old asphalt
surface is being replaced with concrete and
a sidewalk will be placed adjacent to the
roadway.

Homes cont. from Al

Based on standard fines for the alleged
offenses could total just over $30,000.Each
citation by city code compliance officers
carries a fine of $500.

Mostaghasi said he built a total of fifteen
STR houses across the city with three of
them on Padre Island and neighbors at the
three STR properties, 13938 Longboat Dr.,
13950 Blackbeard Dr., and 15621 Finistere
St., have complained of excessive noise,
trash, and parking problems at each of the
locations leading to the citations by city
inspectors. The number of citations issued
in response to the STR houses has escalated
through 2023 as reflected in city records in

what city officials called “a greatly-clevated
enforcement effort.” Island neighborhoods
are the only area of the city where STR are
prohibited under the terms of a 2021 city
ordinance passed by the Corpus Christi

City Council banning leasing a house in a
neighborhood zoned for strictly residential
use for less than thirty days on Padre Island.
The ban does not apply to any other area of
the city, it also allows STR in areas zoned
multi-family. The ban applies primarily to
homes on the west side of SPID with most
areas on the east (Gulf of Mexico) side of
SPID allowed to rent as STR.

A final hearing on the fines will be held in
Municipal Court but no court date has been
set.

Real Estate cont. from A1

By Cindy Molnar
Realtor
Coldwell Banker Island, Realtors

Interior Lot Homes Sold
14229 Sea Pines Drive
15814 Lindo Drive
15230 Reales Drive
15505 Finistere Street
13805 Primavera Drive

15342 Sabre Drive

14234 San Felipe Drive

40 Interior Lot Homes Listed From
$339,900.00 to $789,000.00

Waterfront Homes Sold
15638 Cuttysark Street
15301 Bowsprit Court
13922 El Soccorro Loop
13842 Hawksnest Bay Drive

54 Waterfront Homes Listed From
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Praying the Rosary to
AKeep Christ in Christmas
l Merry Christmas!

The American TEP — America Needs Fatina - wnn ANEore

St. Andrew by the Sea

A Monthly Prayer for Peace

A small group of St Andrew by the Sea Parishioners meet every First Saturday of the
Month in the Rosary Garden at 8:30 a.m. to pray for peace to come to our families, our
country and our world as was the request of Our Lady of Fatima when she appeared in

Portugal to three children in 1917.

This month being December our prayer intention is “to Keep Christ in Christmas”.

Our small group began meeting during the Pandemic when we felt isolated from each
other and in some cases from our church. We received permission from Father Hanh to
meet outside in our Rosary Garden to pray on the First Saturday of every month, we were
very careful to social distance back then. We welcome all who would like to come pray

with us.

Our next First Saturday Prayer will be January 6, 2024 at 0830 in the St. Andrew Rosary
Garden. If you need more information call or text Pat at (503) 804-9931.

PadreBoatTours.com

Cruises aboard the Island’s new
35-foot tour boat now available!

Call 361-252-1510 for reservations or go
to Padreboattours.com

Individual and group rates available

Go to Padre Boat Tours on Facebook!

Artesian wll on the King Ranch

Longhorn cattle grazing for the taking on
the South Texas plains and the cowboys
rounded them up and pushed them up the
trails to market.

The Great Die Up
By the onset of the 1900s barbed wire had
ended the days of free ranging and cattle
drives. Getting cattle to market was still
hard but Robert Kleberg, then the manager
of the King Ranch, had a bold plan. Kleberg
had come to the attention of the ranch’s
founder Richard King as opposing coun-
cil at a trial in Corpus Christi and became
King’s attorney and eventually his son-
in-law when he married King’s youngest
daughter Alice Gertrudis King in 1886, the
year after King’s death. He proved an able
leader and hit liquid gold when he drilled
in a successful artesian well on the ranch in
1899 at the end of a decade- long drought so
bad it was known as “The Great Die Up.”
Now with ample water and stock what the
ranch needed was a way to move cattle to
market. What the ranch needed was a rail-
road. Kleberg pitched his idea to Henrietta
King, Richard King’s widow and soon the
St. Louis, Brownsville, and Mexico Rail-
road was born.

From Sinton to Brownsville
The idea was to connect the ranch to the
existing rail lines which then only came
as far south as Sinton in San Patricio
County. Known as the “Brownie” the line
would run 200 miles of track across the
Wild Horse Desert from Sinton, through
Nueces, Hidalgo, and Cameron counties to
Brownsville. It was the first time Corpus
Christi and Brownsville would be connected
by any route other than by water. It was a
game-changing move that would connect
South Texas and its products to the rest of
the U.S. and Mexico through a rail bridge at
Laredo.
It was intended that the railroad form one
of the sections of a continuous line from
Chicago, St. Louis, and Memphis to Baton
Rouge, Houston, Brownsville, Tampico, and
Mexico City. Initial capital for the company
was set at $1,000,000. The principal place
of business was Kingsville, which didn’t
exist when the railroad was formed so the
company had temporary offices in Corpus
Christi at the time of the charter. Members
of the first board of directors were Robert
J. Kleberg and Arthur E. Spohn, both of
Corpus Christi; Robert Driscoll, Jr., Uriah
Lott, and Richard King, all of Nueces
County; John G. Kenedy, James B. Wells,
Francisco Yturria, and Thomas Carson, all
of Cameron County. Uriah Lott was named
first president of the St. Louis, Brownsville
and Mexico. Nearly one hundred miles of
the line would run across King Ranch prop-
erty. The railroad was built by a syndicate,
the principal members being Benjamin F.
Yoakum and his associates, managed by the

PENN THOMAS PC.

PENN THOMAS, CPA

penn@pennthomascpa.com
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711 N. CARANCAHUA, 14633 S.P1.D.
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St. Louis Trust Company. The syndicate
had cooperation all along the line in land
donations and cash bonuses, receiving in all
90,000 acres and $190,000.

The birth of Kingsville
Henrietta King put 75,000 acres into the
project in Cameron and Kleberg counties
plus a section of land — 640 acres — to
found the town of Kingsville three miles
due east of the ranch house in the heart of
the El Rincon de Santa Gertrudis section
of the ranch. Streets were named King and
Santa Gertrudis Avenue, Nettie, Ella, Rich-
ard, Alice and Lee streets were named after
her five children in the order of the their
birth. Henrietta’s name came next, then
Kenedy Avenue, Kleberg, Ragland, Caesar,
Armstrong, and Wells. All part of the King
extended family.

Henrietta owned the Kingsville Lumber
Company, the town’s first business. The
sale of each lot paid her fifty dollars and
each bill of sale included a clause forbid-
ding the sale of alcohol — there would be
no saloons in Mrs. King’s town. Next she
donated land for the construction of the
Presbyterian Church; her father had been
a Presbyterian missionary in Missouri and
Tennessee. The Baptists, Methodists, Epis-
copalians, and Catholics came next.

“Thank goodness it’s here!”
The railroad opened South Texas to com-
merce with the America’s heartland and the
world. By December, 1907 the line from
Brownsville to Houston, by way of Corpus
Christi was complete. When the first train
rolled into the new town of Kingsville the
71 year-old Henrietta King was there in her
wagon.
“Thanks goodness, it is here! she said. She
was issued Complimentary Pass No. 1 and
Complementary Pass No. 2 went to Mrs.
R.J. Kleberg & Children. After school in
Corpus Christi each Friday the Kleberg
children went to the station and boarded a
caboose hooked to the engine for the ride to
their home on the King Ranch.
The run to Brownsville took nine hours,
down from the forty hours required to make
the journey by stagecoach. The train ran six
days per week - Henrietta forbade trains to
run on the Sabbath. Freight trains ran three
days per week. Loading pens along the
route took King Ranch cattle to market.
Soon enough the Kingsville Publishing
Company brought in the town’s first news-
paper, still in business today, followed by
Kingsville Power and Light Company, and
ice and milling companies. Then when Sea
Island Long Staple cotton came along the
Gulf Coast Gin Company was founded to
mill it. All under the ownership of King and
Kleberg.

Singing rails
When President William Howard Taft came
town to kick off the Corps of Engineers
work on the deepwater port he lunched at
Henrietta’s house on Broadway. The St.
Louis, Brownsville and Mexico became
part of the Missouri Pacific Lines on Jan-
uary 1, 1925, but continued to operate as a
separate company until it was merged into
the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company
on March 1, 1956. At the end of 1955 the
company owned or leased ninety-eight die-
sel units and 4,377 cars. In that year it had
passenger revenues of $461,554 and freight
earnings of $15,759,273.
South Texas as we know it was off and
running, riding the singing rails of the St.
Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railway.
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J By Dotson Lewis

i

Dotson'’s Note: After once again finishing
second in the Western Conference in 1966,
the Colts rebounded to finish 11-1-2 in 1967
tying the Los Angeles Rams for the NFLs
best record. In winning his third MVP award
from the AP and UPI in 1967 (and his second
from the NEA), Unitas had a league-high
58.5 completion percentage and passed for
3,428 yards and 20 touchdowns.

He openly complained about having tennis
elbow and he threw eight interceptions and
only three touchdown passes in the final
five games. Once again, the season ended in
loss for the Colts, as they were shut out of
the newly instituted four-team NFL playoff
after losing the divisional tiebreaker to the
Rams, a 34-10 rout in the regular season
finale.

In the final game of the 1968 preseason, the
muscles in Unitas’s arm were torn when he
was hit by a member of the Dallas Cowboys
defense. Unitas wrote in his autobiography
that he felt his arm was initially injured by
the use of the “night ball” that the NFL was
testing for better TV visibility during night
games.

In a post-game interview the previous year,
he noted having constant pain in his elbow
for several years prior. He would spend
most of the season sitting on the bench.
The Colts still marched to a league-best
13—1 record behind backup quarterback
and ultimate 1968 NFL MVP Earl Morrall.
Although he was injured through most of
the season, Unitas came off the bench to
play in Super Bowl III, the famous game
where Joe Namath guaranteed a New York
Jets win despite conventional wisdom.
Unitas»s insertion was a desperation move
in an attempt to retrieve dominance of the
NFL over the upstart AFL.

Although the Colts won an NFL Champi-
onship in 1968, they lost the Super Bowl

to the AFL Champion New York Jets, thus
becoming the first-ever NFL champions that
were not also deemed world champions.
Unitas helped put together the Colts’ only
score, a touchdown late in the game. Unitas
also drove the Colts into scoring position
following the touchdown and successful
onside kick, but head coach Don Shula
eschewed a field goal attempt, which (if
successful) would have cut the Jets’ lead to
16-10. Despite not playing until late in the
third quarter, he still finished the game with
more passing yards than the team’s starter,
Earl Morrall.

After an off-season of rehabilitation on his
elbow, Unitas rebounded in 1969, passing
for 2,342 yards and 12 touchdowns with 20
interceptions. But the Colts finished with a
disappointing 8-5—1 record and missed the
playoffs.

In 1970, the NFL and AFL had merged
into one league, and the Colts moved to
the new American Football Conference,
along with the Cleveland Browns and

the Pittsburgh Steelers. He threw for 2,213
yards and 14 touchdowns while leading
the Colts to an 11-2—1 season. In their first
rematch with the Jets, Unitas and Namath
threw a combined nine interceptions in a
29-22 Colt’s win. Namath threw 62 passes
and broke his hand on the final play of the
game, ending his season.

Johnny Unitas-NFL
Quarterback Part 3

Unitas threw for 390 yards, three touch-
downs, and no interceptions in AFC playoff
victories over the Cincinnati Bengals

and the Oakland Raiders. In Super Bowl

V against the Dallas Cowboys, he was
knocked out of the game with a rib injury
in the second quarter, soon after throwing a
75-yard touchdown pass (setting a then-Su-
per Bowl record) to John Mackey. How-
ever, he had also thrown two interceptions
before his departure from the game. Earl
Morrall came in to lead the team to a last-
second, 16—13 victory.

In 1971, Unitas split playing time with
Morrall, throwing only three touchdown
passes. He started both playoff games,

a win over the Cleveland Browns that
sent the Colts to the AFC Championship
game against the Miami Dolphins, which
they lost by a score of 21-0. Unitas threw
three interceptions in the game, one of
which was returned for a touchdown by
safety Dick Anderson.

The 1972 season saw the Colts declining.
After losing the season opener, Unitas was
involved in the second and final regular
season head-to-head meeting with “Broad-
way” Joe Namath. The first was in 1970
(won by the Colts, 29-22). The last meeting
took place on September 24, 1972, at Me-
morial Stadium. He threw for 376 yards and
three touchdowns, but Namath upstaged
him again, bombing the Colts for 496 yards
and six touchdowns in a 44-34 Jets victory
— their first over Baltimore since the 1970
merger. After losing four of their first five
games, the Colts fired head coach Don
McCafferty, and benched Unitas.

One of the more memorable moments in
football history came on Unitas’s last game
in a Colts uniform at Memorial Stadium, in
a game against the Buffalo Bills. He was
not the starter for this game, but the Colts
were blowing the Bills out by a score of
28-0 behind Marty Domres; Unitas entered
the game due to the fans chanting, “We
want Unitas!!!”, and a plan devised by head
coach John Sandusky to convince Unitas
that the starting quarterback was injured.
Unitas came onto the field and threw two
passes, one of which was a long touchdown
to wide receiver Eddie Hinton which would
be his last pass as a Colt. The Colts won the
game by a score of 35-7.

Unitas was traded from the Colts to the San
Diego Chargers on January 20, 1973, in

a transaction that originally had future
considerations returning to Baltimore.

The deal>s only obstacle was the personal
services contract he had signed with the
Colts in 1970 which would have kept him
employed within the organization on an
annual salary of $30,000 over ten years
once his career as an active player ended.

Dotson’s Other Note: The pact had been
signed when the ballclub was owned

by Carroll Rosenbloom who subsequently
acquired the Los Angeles Rams on July

13, 1972, in a franchise swap with Robert
Irsay. The deal was completed when the
Chargers purchased that contract. Eager to
sever all ties with the Colts, Unitas signed a
new two-year contract with the Chargers on
June 8, 1973. He succeeded John Hadl who
had requested and was granted a trade to
the Rams.

TO BE CONTINUED

By Andy Purvis
1

Comedian Richard Pryor was once asked
how he would like to be remembered. He
said, “I want people to look at my picture,
remember, and laugh. I would like to leave
some joy.” This guy was always a pleasure
to watch and a joy to have known. He was
shorter than the program stated, with 44-
inch thighs that resembled twin jet-engines.
At 209 pounds, power was his forte. Built
close to the ground like a fire hydrant, he
could churn up defenses like a high-speed
lawnmower. Undersized for a pro football
player, his stats didn’t measure his heart.
His ticker weighed a ton. Handing this

guy a football was like giving Wyatt Earp a
handgun, LeBron James an outlet pass, or
Mike Trout an extra strike; something in-
credible was about to happen. This guy ran
tough; it was like trying to tackle a Pepsi
machine. He simply sawed defensive line-
backers in half at the line of scrimmage. He
was never late to anything in his life includ-
ing moving the chains for a first down. His
job was to cut a path to the end zone for the
running back or stop all oncoming traffic

in the backfield, while keeping his quar-
terback standing upright and his uniform
clean. Dallas Cowboy offensive guard,
John Niland, once said, “If we needed three
yards or less for a first down, we knew we
had it. Give Robert the ball, and we had

it. We’d block a yard and a half, and he’d
get the other yard and a half on his own. It
was a given.” Robert Newhouse played
like he had invented the fullback position. I
can hear Verne Lundquist now, “There goes
Newhouse busting it up the middle.” His
teammates called him “House.”

Robert Fulton Newhouse was born on Janu-
ary 9, 1950, in Longview, Texas, and played
football at nearby Galilee High School in
Hallsville, Texas. Although he rushed for
200 yards and sometimes over 300 yards
per game in high school, he was only
recruited by one Division I school, the Uni-
versity of Houston. With Robert Newhouse
running the ball, Houston finished 9-2 in
1969 and was ranked 12" in the nation. In
1970, Houston finished 8-3 and was ranked
19%. In 1971, before his senior season
started at Houston, Newhouse cracked his
pelvis in a car accident. He chose to play
though the pain and propelled Houston to a
9-3 record and a ranking of 17" in the na-
tion. Newhouse was selected Second-Team
All-American by the Associated Press.
Newhouse still holds the University of
Houston’s all-time rushing record for a
single season with 1,757 yards. Newhouse
broke many other school records, some of
which still stand today. He had ten 100-
yard games in a season (1971), sixteen 100-
yard games in a career, and the most 200-
yard games in a season, with three. Back
when the College All-Stars played the Super
Bowl Champions from the year before,
Newhouse scored a touchdown against the
Cowboys. I always wondered if that touch-
down had anything to do with the Cowboys’
drafting him. Robert Newhouse also played
in the Hula Bowl and was inducted into the
University of Houston’s Athletics Hall of
Honor in 1977. Robert Newhouse is also a
member of the Texas Black Hall of Fame.
Newhouse played 12 seasons under the
“Man with the Hat” legendary Hall-of-Fame
Coach Tom Landry. House was selected

by the Cowboys in the second round of the
1972 NFL draft. He was given #44. During
the 1973 season, House recorded his longest
run from scrimmage, 54 yards, against the
Philadelphia Eagles. He switched from
halfback to fullback to replace a retiring
Walt Garrison and became a starter in 1975.
He would make his presence felt that year
by leading the Cowboys in rushing with 930
yards and was listed ninth in the league with
4.4-yards per carry. By 1977, Tony Dorsett
had been drafted and House became more
of a blocking back for Dorsett and Calvin
Hill. By 1980, Newhouse began splitting
time in the backfield with Ron Springs. He
would continue to play sparingly until he
retired after the 1983 season.
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Busting 1t up the Middle

Robert Newhouse

The play was called: “brown right, X-op-
posite shift, toss 38, halfback lead, fullback
pass to Y.” Dallas was leading 20-10 with
seven minutes to go, in Super Bowl XII.
The Denver Broncos had just fumbled and
Dallas recovered the ball on the Broncos’
29-yard line. Coach Landry sensed that
Denver was on the ropes and called for a
trick play to seal the victory. Newhouse
was nervous in the huddle. “I was worried
because I had all this stickum on my hands,
said Newhouse. “Preston Pearson handed
me this rag, and I was in there, scrubbing

it all. They’d seen us run the play right but
not to the left, and so they didn’t recognize
it in time.” At the snap, Newhouse took

a pitch from quarterback Roger Staubach
and began running to his left, as if he were
going to run down the sideline. Instead,

he stopped quickly, turned and threw back
to the right, over the outstretched hands of
Denver defensive back Steve Foley, hitting
wide receiver Golden Richards in stride for
a 29-yard touchdown. The Dallas Cowboys
would go on to win their second Super
Bowl title by a score of 27-10. Landry

said after the game, “Newhouse’s pass play
won it for us.” Robert Newhouse became
the first running back to pass for a touch-
down in Super Bowl history. “The thing I
remember most about that halfback option
play we ran against Denver,” said former
Cowboy personnel director Gil Brandt, “is
that we ran it going left, and it’s a lot harder
to go left than right. During the week they
must’ve practiced the play ten times, and
he never completed it. And that was going
right. Here it is going left, and he complet-
edit.”

Newhouse finished his Cowboy career with
4,784 yards rushing, 956 yards receiving
and scored 31 touchdowns. He averaged
over an astounding four yards per carry.

He also participated in three Super Bowls
during the 1970’s (X, XII, and XIII). I
believe he should be in the Dallas Cowboys
Ring of Honor.

Robert Newhouse suffered a stroke in
2010. Doctors had been treating him and
hoping he would become healthy enough to
withstand the surgery required for a heart
transplant. Newhouse was confined to the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, at the
time of his death. “My dad’s last days were
terrible,’ said his son, Rodd Newhouse.
Former Dallas Cowboy, Robert Newhouse,
died from complications of heart disease
on Tuesday, July 22, 2014. He was but 64
years old. He is survived by his wife Nan-
cy, twin daughters Dawnyel and Shawntel,
two sons Roderick and Reggie, a former
wide receiver for the Arizona Cardinals.
“House was a great football player,” said
Roger Staubach. “Off the field, he was a
great man, kind and caring, solid as a rock.”
Motivational speaker Jim Rohn once said,
“Time is more valuable than money. You
can get more money, but you cannot get
more time.” The only thing that could keep
Robert Newhouse out of the end zone of
life was time. Come on, admit it. He was
the kind of guy you wished you had on your
team.

Andy Purvis
www.purvisbooks.com
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By Jay Gardner

Well, I take it back folks. Looks like we
will not be having the Island Strategic
Action Committee meeting next week.
Because of the holidaze and the shuffling
of schedules due to multiple city council
meetings, we would have failed to make
quorum. It’s always a tough meeting to
get together at the time of the year, but we
will be back in session after the New Year.
Things are still moving forward, namely
the Island Mobility Plan and the design of
Commodores Park. Island liaison Roger
left the mobility survey open for a few
more weeks, and they are compiling the
data. The draft Commodores Park design
should be available here in the next week
and we’ll get those here in the paper when
they become available.

Helping the kids
Julia and Chad at My Mimi’s Kitchen OTB
in Flour Bluff continue to amaze me how
they have become huge supporters of the
local community. If you missed them on
the news the other day, they have a Christ-
mas tree set up in the restaurant with cards
that have children’s names on them. These
kids are underprivileged, being shuffled
around in foster homes, or have parents
that are in jail. Basically, their Christmas
morning scenarios look dim. They teamed
up with Nate Gonzalez with Nate’s Next
Kid Up, a non-profit that helps kids in
foster care.

This effort has turned into a true ground-
swell that is gaining partners and mo-
mentum every day. CASA of the Coastal
Bend jumped on, HEB donated $1500,
Fun trackers, the Hooks, Chick Fil A, and
numerous local businesses have donated

to the cause. You can get involved with
the effort by going to My Mimi’s Kitchen
and getting a name and contact information
off the tree, and Julia says that because the
response has been overwhelming, that they
will also put more names on the tree if you
know of a family struggling. Their Break-
fast with Santa event is next Saturday the
16th, also plan on attending that. You have
your marching orders, get going.

A new Island
History will be made on Friday during
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Don
Patricio Bridge. While the water won’t be
flowing until a final agreement is reached,
it will be one of the last steps in a long-
time coming project that many people have
worked on over the years. I never got any

On the Rocks

feedback from anyone regarding what we’re
going to name the new Island once the water
is officially flowing. I’m referring to the
area of land between Packery Channel and
the Don Patricio Bridge. Since we have
Padre Island to the south of that, maybe we
could call it Madre Island? Ha!

One half hour before sunrise
The second part of the duck season will
crank up again this weekend with the
Winchester and Remington alarm clocks set
to go off around 6:40 a.m. (one half hour be-
fore sunrise). We made it down to the cabin
and got the duck blind put in the water but
didn’t get it framed in or furred out or palm
fronds put on it. I guess we’re not really
serious about duck hunting. Maybe it will
be done by spring.

Drive south for pomps
Curtis made it down the beach the other day
and finally got into some pompano in the
lower 30’s. Seems that they are hit or miss
up around these parts, and you have to get
serious and drive south if you want to get
some fish. I must imagine that the shelling
is pretty good down south right now as well.
I will have to live vicariously through Nick
and other folks who can get away from the
desk, and I encourage you loyal readers to
get out if you can. It’s a magical time of
year down the beach.

Well folks, it’s that time of the season where
there are Christmas parties it seems every
day. Libations are a large part of some of
these, but so are the police with their blue
light specials. Make sure you have Uber

or Lyft on your phones and grab a ride so
everyone arrives alive. Drop me a line at

tarponchaser@mail.com and I’ll see you

next week On the Rocks.

Early Pompano print by Islander Mardi
Ros.

Tides of the Week

9 Dec

A Sat 2

10 Dec 11 Dec

Sun

P
Mon

12 Dec 13 Dec

Wed

14 Dec

Tue * Thu *

1:50PM
1.38ft | 2.52PM | 3:42PM | 4:31PM | 5:21PM | 6:13PM | 7:07PM | 7:57PM
9:31pM | 161ft 1.8ft 1.97ft | 2.07ft 2.1ft 2.1ft 2t
1.21ft
5:42AM
0.3ft | 6:00AM | 6:26AM | 6:57AM | 7:35AM | 8:17AM | 9:03AM | 9:53AM
2.31pM | 0.03ft -02ft | -0.43ft | -0.62ft | -0.75ft | -0.85ft | -0.82ft
1.21ft
7:06AM | 7:07AM | 7:08AM | 7:08AM | 7:09AM | 7:10AM | 7:11AM | 7:11AM
5:34PM | 5:34PM | 5:34PM | 5:35PM | 5:35PM | 5:35PM | 5:35PM | 5:36PM
2:34PM | 3:06PM | 3:42PM | 4:26PM | 5:17PM | 6:16PM | 7:22PM | 8:32PM
2:53AM | 3:49AM | 4:48AM | 5:51AM | 6:57AM | 8:02AM | 9:04AM | 9:59AM

- By Joey Farah
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Stud REDFISH! Man handled on

this SHAMANNO TANGLE PROOF

COMPUTER CURADO CB!, and

a G-LOOMIS ROD. THE GLOW/

chartruse DOA 5.5” JERK SHAD
GOT THE STRIKE.

Outdoorsmen can be the hardest lot of folks
to get Christmas gifts for! Make it easy

this year, we all want our loved ones to say
“WOW HOW DID YOU KNOW THATS
WHAT [ WANTED!!”

Roy’s bait and Tackle is a fisherman’s
dream store, and full of the right stuff not
just filler. You can walk in and tell any of
the people that work there what kind of
fishing you are interested in and they can
help you find the right stuff. Clothing for
all seasons, and lots of stuff for the house
too. One can find everything for the LADY
ANGLER there from clothing and gear to
top of the line ladies fishing rods. Bringing
your lady into your favorite sport will
secure a lifetime of quality time together.
Look at the WATERLOO SALINITY
RODS! These light action rods are my
favorite. They come in pink and light sea
foam green. They have very comfortable

grips and their light action and weight
make it easy for lady anglers to fish with.
Some quality sun glasses are a perfect

choice for her stocking as well.

Marker 37
Marker 37 Marina is on The Island and
full of clothing, tackle, and cool stock-
ing stuffers. You can find cute one of
a kind PADRE ISLAND keepsakes to
send out to friends and family out of

town. I think the best thing to pick up at

MARKER 37 MARINA for your loved
fisherman is a GIFT CERTIFICATE

!l They can get tackle, bait, ice, or gas
all year long!! That’s an ACE IN THE
HOLE!!

B Farah’s Fishing Adventures

§ Backwater Adventures

Christmas Gift Trips
Every year I am blessed to help make
someone’s special person very happy. The
CHRISTMAS GIFT TRIPS I sell each year
are so much more than a one day trip. Every
person who steps on my boat leaves with
a world of knowledge and respect for the
Laguna Madre/Baffin Bay and the fishing in
it. They learn how to find fish on their own
in their boat, how to drive their boat better,
cast farther, balance their tackle set up,
select the right lure for the right conditions.
We talk about what birds feed on what bait
fish and how that shows us when and where
to fish. I explain the turns of the season and
the migrations that our gamefish species
follow. This and much more all while
bringing fish to hand. As I roll through the
years I see our greatest memories shown at
our goodbye parties. Most of these are those
memories when we are in the outdoors,
hunting and fishing builds great people,
and more important, it brings and keeps us
together in spirit.
Just give me a call I can help you pick out
that perfect gift, I’ve got plenty of sug-
gestions and can share a day on the water
with you as well. Let’s get in the Christmas
Spirit and remember the real meaning of the
holiday.
LOVE
FOLLOW ALL OF OUR FISHING ON
FACEBOOK AT JOEY FARAHS BACK-
WATER FISHING.

361-442-8145

Viet with one of many nice trout we
took to hand using the SHAMANO
STELLA AND THE PERFECT
INSHORE SHAMANO ROD. The blood
Shad DOA 5.5 jerk Shad got the bite.

P

& Skin Cancer Center

PADRE

DERMATOLOGY

Accepts Medicare United, Humana, BCBS, WellMed
Reasonable Cash Pay and Out of Network rates

Island Owned and operated
Physician staffed office
Fellowship trained Mohs surgeon
Double Board Certified
in Dermatology and
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

14650 Compass St Ste 1
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-867-1032
www.padrederm.com

New and Existing patients call to schedule
Existing patients, we still have all old records available.

ServiceMASTER

24 Hour
Emergency Service

Carpet Cleaning

Air Duct Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning

Clean

Tile & Wood Cleaning
Fire & Water Damage
Restoration

Call for our Daily Specials
361-993-9300
book online at www.servicemaster-tx.com




Gulf Coast Bird Observatory’s avian re-
search team is monitoring for non-breeding
shorebirds along the Upper Texas Coast
from now until the end of March. Our main
focus are those species that are classified as
endangered, threatened, or of high concern
due to habitat loss and climate change.
There are six target species we monitor:
Piping Plover, Red Knot, Snowy Plover,
Wilson’s Plover, American Oystercatcher,
and Black Skimmer. The sites we monitor
are Matagorda Beach, Bryan Beach, Quin-
tana Beach, Surfside Beach, and Follet’s
Island. During monitoring, we tend to see
other migrants along the beach. One such
species we often see this time of year is the
Peregrine Falcon.

Peregrine Falcons are the most widely dis-
tributed falcon species in the world and can
pretty much live in any habitat you can think
of. The only places it doesn’t exist are Ant-
arctica and some oceanic islands. Its name is
fitting because “peregrine” means wanderer.
We often see them along the Upper Texas
Coast during the Fall and Winter often coin-
ciding with fall songbird migration.

We often observe them hunting along the
salt cedar on Matagorda Peninsula and so far
this season we have spotted at least seven
during our non-breeding shorebird surveys.
They are described as being a large falcon
with bluish-gray body, whitish-gray belly
with black spots and barring, and bright
yellow legs. Its most distinguished feature is
its large head with large black facial stripes
on the side and back of neck which looks as
if it is wearing a helmet.

Juvenile peregrine falcons are browner in
color, have streaked bellies, bluish gray
green legs, and the “helmet” isn’t quite
formed yet, but instead have sideburns on
the sides of their heads. It is hard to distin-
guish between male and female in terms
of plumage; however, they can be distin-

Nature Notes

Peregrine Falcon
by Taylor Bennett

Peninsula at Matagorda Beach, TX. Photo taken on October 13, 2023
by Taylor Bennett.

Island Moon

Going Native

Engineering Vegetation

guished by their size. The females are
larger and heavier than males.

Peregrine Falcon’s main prey is birds and
can account for consuming 450 North
American bird species and over 2,000 bird
species worldwide. Big or small, the Pere-
grine Falcon eats it all from large Sandhill
Crane to tiny hummingbirds. Occasionally,
Peregrine Falcons also eat bats and steal
rodents and fish from other raptors.

Peregrine Falcon are extremely strong and
fast fliers that can average around 25 to 34
miles per hour just cruising, 69 miles per
hour when in pursuit, and up to 200 miles
per hour when it performs its special move,
the spectacular hunting stoop, from heights
over one kilometer. Not even the fastest
roller coaster in the world can compete
with that.

Unlike most raptor and falcon species,
Peregrine Falcons don’t kill prey using
their talons. Instead, they strike at the
neck, instantly severing their prey’s spinal
cord using a structure called a tomial tooth
while in the air. Its tomial tooth can also
easily break long bones of wings and legs
of smaller prey. Peregrine Falcon also con-
sume small amounts of sand, gravel, and
stones to help clean their stomach and help
break down prey. Whatever is not digested,
such as feathers and bones, is regurgitated
as pellets.

The Peregrine Falcon’s current conserva-
tion status is classified as least concern, but
they are still protected by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. They were actually de-
clared endangered from 1950 to 1970 from
a population crash due to DDT poisoning.
We are glad that their populations are back
up, because this is an amazing bird! On
behalf of Gulf Coast Bird Observatory,
thanks for reading.
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Heros of the day. This pelican had three fish hooks in him. Beach Operations removed
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them. Pic By Evelyn Pless Schberth

361-949-7570

marinemasters@hotmail.com

Marine Masters

7 Mobile Marine Service
- - . . We've been providing
: Certified Technicians quality marine repairs at
» Yamaha .« Honda your place since 2001.
o Suzuki  « Mercury
« Evinrude « Mariner Operator Owner
« Johnson « Volvo Jon Reynolds

361-728-1745

Engineers modify often aspects
of systems to devise solutions to differ-
ent types of problems (e.g., suspension
bridges, MRI technologies of imaging for
disease or damage, communication meth-
odologies, etc.). In the “good old days”
engineering students on campus could be
distinguished from others by the size of the
slide ruler that they wore in a scabbard on
their belts. Now, it’s probably by the size
or power of the laptop or tablet that they
carry.
Not many people think about ground squir-
rels (Otospermophilus spp) as engineers,
but in the “ecosystem sense” that’s exactly
what they are, along with prairie dogs,
gophers, etc. In professional ecology-speak
ecosystem engineers manipulate the abi-
otic (soil) and biotic (vegetation) environ-
ments in which they live and influence a
host of other species in the process. Many
of these small mammals will dig multiple
shallow burrows at a time and use one as
a primary residence and the others as bolt
holes when a predator is around. In our
area, ground squirrel burrows tend to be a
bit over a foot in diameter and often have a
mound of soil recycled from depths maybe
a bit less than a foot in height. While some
people consider this an intrusion on their
green postage stamp non-native grass
lawns, I like the little guys. In natural,
native plant, grasslands (and lawns!) vari-

By Ed Proffitt

December 8, 2023

ous ground squirrels and similar burrowers
the overturned soil can bring nutrients and
buried seeds to the surface and promote bio-
diversity. Larger burrowers, like badgers,
can provide nesting sites for burrowing
owls in mix-grass prairie ecosystems and
prairie dogs can improve nutritional quality
of plants for grazing bison by increasing
plant diversity. While there are few or

no local studies that I came across while
reading, the Richardson’s ground squirrels
in the Lake Manitoba grasslands were found
to affect vegetation community structure
not by bringing different suites of seeds to
the surface, but by influencing which plant
species germinated. This was a study of
paired ground squirrel mound and human
(experimentally—caused) soil disturbances
(see Current Zoology 2020 volume 66:
pages 219-226 for more details).

Here, we’ve seen them hunted successfully
by great blue herons, hawks, and likely
coyotes. Another benefit is that my cats are
fascinated by them on the occasions that
they burrow near a cat-perch window. Like
many wild mammals some of the burrow-
ing species can be disease vectors but that
doesn’t appear to be a problem locally. All
in all, these small creatures call the Island
their home the same as we do, and their
presence should be encouraged where pos-
sible and appropriate in order for us all to
keep Going Native.

- P Tlowd Holidoy

i
S

- Art & Farmers Market

CRE AL DA, IR WY T Al RATTTT Ly

4]

T

" DELIVERY | CLRBSIDE

" DINE—IN OR CARRYOLIT

" WINE WED. HALF PRICE

" CAULIFLOWER CRUST
PIZZA

" GLUTEN—FREE PIZZA

" LOCAL DRAFT BEER
14433 SPID SUITE C

December 14, 4-8pm

Briscoe King Pavilion
15820 Park Rd 22 5

+ BAKED TURKEY
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. ¥BBGE
3 2 CHICKT
) ‘Vbclr'al_

TRY OUR DESSERT SELECTIONS WITH
A GLASS OF YOUR FAVORITE WINE!

PADREPIZZERIA.COM

949.0787
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Hardknocks Sports Grill invites everyone
to come to their New Year’s Eve party with
special guest the Chainlinks providing mu-
sic 8 pm to midnight. There will be an open
dance floor. Seating is limited so call 589-
4398 to reserve your table for four. The
cost is $100 which includes a free appetizer
of your choice and a bottle of champagne.
Bar seats are $15/person.

Business Briefs
By Mary Craft
mkay512@aol.com

Dr. Melody Guzeldere “Dr. G” has
been the owner of the Animal Clinic of
Flour Bluff for seven years. She will be
moving her practice into the newly built
clinic at the corner of Flour Bluff Drive
and Glenoak on Tuesday, December 12th.
The clinic will be closed Friday through
Monday for the move. Dr. G and her
husband Sgt. Altan are Islanders. For an
appointment call 937-2648.

”

ANIMAL CLINIC
OF FLOUR BLUFF

Padre Island Holiday Art & Farmers
Market will be at the Briscoe Pavilion on
Thursday, December 14th 4 - 8 pm.

Port Aransas Lighted Boat Parade will
be Saturday, December 9th 6 - 8 pm.
Afterward there will be a live Christmas
Drone Show viewable from anywhere on
the Marina and Roberts Point Park.

The Padre Isles Property Owners Asso-
ciation board meeting will be held at the
Wyndham Resort on Tuesday, December
12th 5:30 pm. The engineering consultant
Anchor QEA is expected to have a full
report on the canal connection. All POA
members are invited and I will be there to
find out why they are not opening the dam
dam.

Kustom Ink Tattoo Studio in the Loma
Alta Plaza near 1st Community Bank has
closed. South Texas Prime Design Group
that was next door moved to an in town
location. The Magnolia Gelato Shop is
still open it was just closed for a longer
than expected period of time during
Thanksgiving. They open daily at 2 pm.

It’s Ice Skating Time at the American
Bank Center Monday, December 18th thru
Saturday the 23rd noon - 9 pm. There will
be holiday characters, family photo ops
and holiday refreshments. Admission is
$12 with skates or $8 if you have your own
skates. Late night skate features a DJ.

The December Yard of the Month
belongs to Glen and Dianna Vonda
at 14141 Palo Seco. Their 1-year old
front river rock garden is lushly planted
with Texas natives and adaptive plants
and accented with natural stone bed
horders. In their colorful back garden,
planted along with other native plants,
are an herb bed, dwarf olive shrubs,
citrus trees, a loofah vine, and two
yarn-bombed crepe myrtles. Thank
you Glen and Dianna for opening
your delightful garden to the Island
Gardeners.
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Superior H&M Homes
Is proud to have the
following homes for
sale on the Island!
m Term Rentals on The Island
13950 Blackbeard Drive, 5 Bed, 3.5 Bath, 3 Car Garage, $809,000

15621 Finistere St. 2988 Sf, 4 Bed plus Study, 3 Bath, 2 Car Garage, $739,000
3950 Blackbeard Drive, 5 Bed, 3.5 Bath, 3 Car Garage, $809,000

LRIOR
HOMES

B hasLL WALE TRN LY
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Long Term Rental, all homes listed above can be rented for a
period of 30 days or longer starting at $7200 monthly!

The Island 15930 Cozumel $155,000
15630 Dyna St $128k 13910 Seahorse Ave $132k
15537 Escapade St $120k 13954 Windjammer $119k
15425 Cuttysark $127k
13817 Hawksnest Bay $212k Flour Bluff
14122 La Blanquilla $202k 3005 Saint Eustatius Way $95k
. llamanda $119,000 405 Big Shell Ct, $83k

=or more information or schedule a

showing for any of these contact
Mike Mostaghasi — 361-288-0938
Kathya Mostaghasi — 361-232-8432
Hm-homes@outlook.com

Island Moon

Port Aransas Community Theater will
host the energetic, instrument playing,
comedic, sing-a-long trio known as
Unrehearsed & Unashamed on Monday,
December 18th 6 - 8 pm. It is free admis-
sion.

Next2Natural Turf is offering a give the
gift of no mowing with a Moon special
$500 off installation. They also offer easy
financing. Call 300-4671 for more info or
free estimate.

The American Legion Post 229, the
Islander Post meets at the Island Italian
Restaurant. They are hosting a “Salute

to Service 2024” dinner, concert and
auction on January 20th at Marker 37
Marina. More information about the event,
sponsorship packages, donation opportu-
nities, or tickets can be found at: salu-
tetoservice2024.betterworld.org. If you
would like to join the post check out their
Facebook page or email americcanlegion-
post0229@gmail.com.

The Corpus Christi Ballet presents

The Nutcracker at Selena Auditorium on
December 9-10 and 16-17. For more info
call 882-4588.

Santa on the Beach will be in front of
the seawall parking lot on Thursday,
December 14th 4 - 6 pm. There will be
pictures with Santa, hayride on the beach,
bonfire and s’mores. KW Coastal Bend
asks you to bring a small fleece blanker or
beanie baby sized plushie to donate to the
Driscoll Children’s Hospital.

Surviving the Holidays two hour
seminar for those grieving a loss will be
at the Padre Island Baptist Church on
Thursday, December 14th at 6:30 pm. The
registration fee is $10. Go to griefshare.
org/holidays.

A9

CC Symphony 2023-2024 Concert
series Home for the Holidays will be
on Saturday, December 9th 7:30 pm at
TAMU-CC Performing Arts Center.

Stairs were placed over the dredge pipe
running down the beach from the Packery
Channel wherever there are stairs along
the seawall. Some of the pipe is under the
sand.

Wind & Wave Watersports has Christ-
mas specials with 20% off paddling
kayaks, 20% off select skateboards, 20%
# off surf accessories with purchase of a

g surfboard and more. There is a storewide

apparel/footwear sale where you can buy
1 and get 1 for a dollar on clearance racks.
The store is located at the corner of Lagu-
na Shores and the frontage road.

Random Stuff

Hardknocks Miami Dolphins on HBO
has everyone mic’d including coaches,
players, refs even Tyreek Hill’s mom.
What’s great is that it is current. There
are three episodes so far and I am on the
second one that takes place Thanksgiving
week and talks about them playing the
first ever Friday game. So fun to listen to
Coach McDaniel, who looks like a geek,
talk like a coach.

U V1% poRT ARANSAS COMMUNITY THEATRE

For tickets: scan, call

ALLIS CALM

NOV. 30 - DEC. 10, 2023

ITS A
WONDERFUL LIFE

Starring the RARADA RADIO COMPANY

DEC. 14 - 22, 2023

(361) 748-6036

or visit website

2024 Season Shows
The Play That Goes Wrong
Steel Magnolias
Mamma Mia
The Addams Family

Visit portaransascommunitytheatre.com for information about PACT shows and events.
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Elaborate Buffet Dishes
New Courtyard Bar & Grill

A Tequila Tasting & Signature Cocktails

Doors Open At 6pm & Event Continues ‘Until gpm
Music By Local Dan Harrigton
Reservations Please Call 361-904-5760
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COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

Island Moon

www.cbir.com

Selling Padre Island since 1986

December 8, 2023

COLDWELL BANKER ISLAND ESCAPES

14945 S. Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361.949.7077 or 800.580.7077

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

15806 Gypsy 4/3/2 plus bonus 15406 Cuttysark St. Canal lot—
room @ 2364 sq.ft. Water softener, 10 feet of bulkhead—9258 sq. ft.
whole house carbon water filter,  ick access to the main channel &
outdoor water/gas connection, shut-  \\—tar exchange bridge. $299,900

ters, and gutters. $519,900 Dorothy Ernst 361-563-8486
Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914

14010 Eaglesnest Bay 3/2.5/2 + 15005 Windward Dr. #214 Fully

bonus/flex room at 2,142 sq.ft.
Open plan, new roof & HVAC in
2017. All new hurricane windows,
3M water treatment system. Large
backyard w/room for a pool.
$464,900

Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914.

350 Royal Dunes
New Port Aransas Beach
House in Mustang Royale built
by Steve’s homes.
3200 sq. ft.

3 story with 4 bedrooms,
2 full & 2 half baths,

2 living areas, 2 car garage,
covered patio,

3 balconies with amazing
views, impact windows.

SHORT TERM RENTALS ALLOWED.

Great primary or vacation
home. Onsite pool, boardwalk
to beach. $1,700,000
Call Cindy Molnar at
361-549-5557,
for more details.

furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft
Surfside Condo walking distance
from the beach/seawall. $237,000
Call Madeline Casey at 361-443-
0687.

14905 & 14911 Packery View
Loop Fully furnished townhomes
each sleeps 10, located a short walk
to the beach or relax at the pool
just out your door! Now priced at
$420,000 each. Call 361-563-6641.

Puente Vista #230 Fingertip loca-
tion with views for days! Fully up-
dated second floor 2 bedroom, 2
bath with 1,151 sq. ft. $399,900.
Call Charlie 361-443-2499

13965 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,502
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz

& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $585,000. Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499.

14921 Windward Dr #114 Very
nice 2/2 short term rental unit, fully
furnished across the street from
the beach. This one shouldn't last
long. Call Will Flaherty with ques-
tions. $290,000. 361-944-0995.

Palm Bay Village #701 1 bed-
room/1 bath, fully furnished, beauti-
fully updated, located less than a
mile from the beach. $275,000.
Kim Mogford 361-434-8522.

4118 Claudia Dr Selling “AS-1S”
Ready for renter. Fresh paint &
fridge, stove & washer/dryer. 3/1/1
1/2 blocks from Lookout restau-

rant. Easy to show. $185,000
Tinker Boos at 361-563-6641.

G
COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

Looking for Professional Long Term

Property Management Services?
361.949.2131 877.269.2131
www.rentpadreisland.com

Ready to Lease Your Property?

Our services include:

e Tenant Qualifying ¢ Collections of Rents
¢ Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance
e Professional Itemize Monthly Statements
» Marketing/Advertising

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?
Below are some of our available rentals:

$2,250/month

13958 Fortuna Bay "1”
2/2 furnished
6 month lease
$1,350/month

$1,350 /month

13953 Fortuna Bay #5
2/2 waterfront condo
$1,450 month

15357 Yardarm
3/2.5/2 waterfront
$2,600 /month

14858 Granada #203 14422 Verdemar #204 13906 Mingo Cay #6
3/2/1 townhome 2/3/2 Furnished 2/2
Waterfront complex $1,900/month waterfront complex

e

rice Reduction!

15005 Windward Dr. #216 Fully
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft.
Cozy courtyard view and walking
distance from beach  access.
$299,900 Call Charlie Knoll 361-
443-2499.

13801 Captains Row - Exceptional
custom home, 151' canal front at
fingertip of gated st. Elevator, pool,
2 lifts, sunset over ICW $1,750,000.
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116.

14911 Village Beach Dr. 2/2
gorgeous poolside townhome just a
quick walk to the beach! 1041 sq. ft.
& fully furnished. $430,000. Call
Kim Mogford at 361-434-8522.

13969 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,540
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $589,900 Call Randy
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie
Knoll 361-443-2499.

1910 Great Falls
4/3.5/3
$845,000

15230 Capstan
4/3/2 Pool size lot

9,900

New Homes Available
by Steve’s Homes

Let Steve’s Homes build your
Custom Dream Home on your lot!

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557

13841 Hawksnest Bay Dr.
4/3/3
$599,900

15886 Punta Espada
4/3/2 Waterfront
$1,095,000

FINDING THE IDEAL PROPERTY ————— ____

~“FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
T0 ENJOY WHILE YOU EXPLORE
ALL THE TEXAS GULF COAST
HAS TO OFFER

SINGE 2013

361-949-0430

W

TNy

info@padreescapes.com

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

NOVEMBER
2023

COLDWELL BANKER
ISLAND ESCAPES

November

2023
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Flour Bluff High School students received the Top Dog award for excellence in
attendance, behavior, academics, respect, attitude, and work ethic by the Craft
Training Center.

Left to right: Autumn Lairson — 11" Grade’Jackson Lindley — 11" Grade,; Colton

Scholl — 11" Grade. Far right is High School principal, Linda Medley.

! 2 Tl o N o -
Rev. Ken Ritchie and his wife took the Dr. Tim Tristin and Amanda Terry took the
Island Moon to Corinth, Greece. Island Moon on a trip to Key West.
\\ ﬁ‘ Island Aligners.com
L
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WHITECAP ORTHODONTICS

NORTH PADRE ISLAND
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The November Padre Island Charity poker run benefitted CASA of the Coastal

: North Padre Island bend. Pictured from left to right are the folks that made it a huge success: Millie
; A A3 14725 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 301 Stokes, Glenn Mier, Siobahn Allen, Lance Bradley and John Stokes. The Poker

B— I o - (36 1) 949-3500 runs will pick up again in March of 2024. Nearly three thousand dollars was

M}“\z_ "R T raised for CASA. Thank you to everyone who participated.
TISTS ] e e -
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FAMILY & COSMETIC
A DESTINATION COMMUNITY i Gage DDS.
LIKE NO OTHER

Ny oo q
3,< invisalign

PROVIDER

* Routine Check-ups

SALES CENTER OPEN * Cosmetic Dentistry
TUESDAY-SUNDAY |10 AM - 6 PM * Root Canal Therapy
14353 Commodores Drive, * Extractions

Corpus Christi TX 78418 « Implant Treatment

* Crown & Bridge
* Dentures

Free whitening for : :
saalls bl -l Teeth Whitening

1C- Alinform; iy, prices, mat

15715 S. Padre Island Dr. #101 Wade in the Water Pool Services LLC
FREE Water Testing! 361-658-8581

www, WadelnThe WaterPools.com

:STOREWIDE é_Eg_AR_ELL_AﬁF;O*OEAR CLEARANCE:

A

GET,0UT,ON,THE \WATER,WITH |
A'STAND UP,PADDLEBOARD,

g

i e S
20% OFF SURF/ACCESSORIES=I\ ¢ ~20% OFF.SELECT,

\ "p'wél_-j-URc'lejsE-.OF . 8 fi‘ 29 SKATEBOARDS

\l NEW;SURFBOARD 701  [¥INSTOCK) |

~10721 SOUTH PADRE ISLAND DRIVE @LAGUNA SHORES IN FLOUR BLUFF~
WINDANDWAVEWATERSPORTS@GMAIL.COM WWW.WINDANDWAVE.NET
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ WINDANDWAVE 361.937.9283

ELECTRIC PEDAL-DRIVE HYBRID

We Treat Y'i]: Peits lﬂ | E LF@M[&WQ

- Keepin' Dogs on the Beach!

Island Animal Clinic

Bill McGehee, DVM & Associates

» < » Medicine « Surgery
« Diagnostics « Radiology
» Pharmacy « & More!

Mon-Fri by Appointment
319 Beach St.

next to The Crazy Cajun Restaurant

361-749-4134
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Tis the season! We string lights, set up a
tree, deck the halls, cue Christmas music,
plan and attend gatherings, do the boat pa-
rade, and shop till we drop. It’s December!
As one holiday song reminds us, “it’s the

12

most wonderful time of the year!

Yet, for some, it’s not the most wonderful
time of the year. Rather, it’s more like a blue
Christmas. Elvis Presley famously sang
about lost love in Blue Christmas. Certainly,
there are those ruing lost love this time of
year. Yet, the blue Christmas I am talking
about is different.

The Christmas season can be a painful time
for some. It may be the first Christmas
without a beloved family member or close
friend who died during the year; it may be
the last holiday season a family member or
friend will be alive; it may be a time that
has always been difficult because of a trau-
matic life occurrence years ago; it may be
a time of struggling with illness; it may be
a time when unsettling change has brought
chaos and uncertainty.

The constant refrains on radio and televi-
sion, on the internet, in stores, about the
happiness of the season, about getting
together with family and friends, remind
many people of what they have lost. The
anguish of grief and sadness can make us
feel alone amid holiday cheer. While so
many sing Joy fo the World the experience
of depression and anxiety, heartache and

grief sing a different song.

When this is the case, we need space and
time to acknowledge our sadness; we need
to know that we are not alone. We need
encouragement to live the days ahead of
us. We need to be surprised by joy.

If blue Christmas is a more apt description
of this season for you, you need not suffer
the aloneness of isolation. It will be okay.
If this is the most wonderful time of the
year for you, be present for your neigh-
bors and friends with encouragement and
comfort, kindness and compassion.

December is not a time to wish away the
present in anticipation of Christmas. Rath-
er, it is a time to live the present in hope
and faith knowing that Christmas makes
the fully embodied presence of joy and
peace, healing and hope possible.

Speaking of joy, a bunch of humans gather
each Sunday to worship in community at
Island Presbyterian Church, giving thanks
for grace, love, healing, and hope. There is
always room at the table for you! Join us
on Sundays at 10 a.m., 14030 Fortune Bay
Drive, or on our Facebook page.

Choose kindness, compassion, and love;
do justice and make peace; welcome the
stranger.

pastor@islandpresby.com

2023 La Posada Schedule

La Posada Toys for Tots Kickoff Party
Friday, December 1, 6 p.m.

HardKnocks Sports Bar & Grill
There is no charge for entry to the party, guests are encouraged to bring a toy for
Toys for Tots.
La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. Broadcast by KRIS 6 Television from Snoopy’s Pearl
Oyster Bar
Begins at JFK Bridge continues through North Island canals

Lighted Boat Parade Watch Party
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. HardKnocks Sports Bar & Grill

La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Saturday, December 9

Begins 6 p.m. at Caravel Boat Ramp continues through South Island canals

By Drew Diggins

News from the PIPOA

Canal Bridge Connection

In an effort to correct the most recent,
published misinformation and gossip,

the Board of Directors of the Padre Isles
Property Owners Association (“PIPOA”)
provides the following information re-
garding the prospective canal connection.
The PIPOA does NOT oppose connecting
the PIPOA and Diamond Beach, LLC/
Whitecap NPI (“DBH”) canals. However,
DBH has yet to provide the PIPOA with
the information necessary to make such

an agreement. To date, the PIPOA has re-
ceived three different drawings of possible
plans for canal connections proposed by
DBH (including one which requires the
agreement of Flour Bluff ISD) (but no
final decision from DBH regarding which
drawing they plan to utilize), no proposed
procedures for construction, no environ-
mental protection plan, no contamination
mitigation plan, or other standard agree-
ments necessary for such a project.

At the last meeting of the board before the
PIPOA election on March 24, 2023, the
prior president, Marvin Jones, asked the
board to consider a proposed agreement
by DBH to attach the canals. The proposed
agreement brought by DBH through Mr.
Jones referenced multiple exhibits which
were not included in the documents pre-
sented. The missing exhibits referenced
critical items needed for the protection and
benefit of the PIPOA, ie, the nuts and bolts
of the canal connection agreement. For this
reason, the Board refused to vote on the
item in executive session. Since that time,
the PIPOA has repeatedly asked DBH for
these referenced exhibits. To date, DBH
has failed to provide any draft or proposal
for the terms of these critical exhibits.
Earlier this year, DBH provided the PIPOA
with several excerpts from the initial canal
study they commissioned (performed by
LJA Engineering at an unknown date).
The study failed to consider the increased
velocity of water flowing under the two
existing bridges at Gypsy Street and
Whitecap Boulevard. Water flow under
these bridges would experience an increase
associated with the canal narrowing at the
bridges (from 100+ feet to 41 feet).

The current board, including two members
with experience in the area of hydrody-
namics, has concerns regarding the scour-
ing effect these velocities would cause.
The conditions described in the LJA canal
study would create flow in these areas
once they encounter the narrowed canal
under the bridges similar to a thumb on

a water hose. This is the very reason that
both Park Rd 22 and Commodores bridges
are designed to have scour protection and
34-feet long sheet pile to prevent erosion.
The design considerations for Whitecap
and Gypsy bridges did not include channel
flow, and do not have this protection.
DBH agreed to review the expected flow
velocities at these bridges only after the
PIPOA indicated the absence of these data
points from the initial flow study. The
PIPOA does not have any direct infor-
mation regarding the reason these critical

NEWS from the PIPOA

data points were left out of the initial flow
study. Approximately two months ago, the
PIPOA received the results of the second
flow study, however under current agree-
ments with DBH, the PIPOA is prohibited
from disclosing those results (DBH paid
for and owns this data). Therefore, the
PIPOA has hired Anchor QEA to duplicate
the flow study prepared by LJA and ad-
dress additional concerns regarding storms
of higher intensity (this is the first and only
flow study prepared for the PIPOA).

The PIPOA does not have any direct infor-
mation regarding the investment of other
parties and their intentions regarding the
ongoing misinformation about the issue.
This is not the first time that the Moon has
shared incorrect information regarding the
canal connection. The process of making
an agreement was initially stalled when
the editor of the Island Moon reported that
DBH would cut through the PIPOA-owned
bulkheads by the end of August. Following
this report, efforts by the Board to estab-
lish a dialogue with DBH were ignored.
Therefore, based on information shared by
the Island Moon, the PIPOA was obligat-
ed to protect the property of its members
through legal counsel.

In September 2023, PIPOA Board rep-
resentatives met with City Councilman
Dan Suckley who was elected to represent
Padre Island residents. The purpose of this
meeting was to discuss the concerns of the
PIPOA regarding the canal connection,
consequences to the residents, including
the vulnerability of the two bridges at Gyp-
sy and Whitecap. After that meeting, Board
representatives received communications
wherein Councilman Suckley pressured the
Board to agree to the connection, stating
City Engineers didn’t have any “real con-
cerns” regarding the bridges. The Board
immediately asked that Councilman Suck-
ley provide these assurances in writing. To
date, Councilman Suckley has refused to
provide any written assurances or docu-
mentation of any kind generated by a city
official or engineer regarding the vulner-
ability of these bridges. The PIPOA does
not have any direct information regarding
the intent of city officials regarding the
withholding of such information or their
relationship with the DBH developers.
This is not just about the canals or the
bulkheads. The daily lifeblood, access,
commerce, police and fire rescue, for

this community are at risk if the bridges
are compromised. Clearly, the Board is
concerned about the risk. We are concerned
about the bridges that our members use

on a daily basis. We are concerned about
their structural integrity, potential condem-
nation, and failure. Yes, it is about obliga-
tions, real obligations, transparency, and
honesty by the city, its officials, its con-
sultants, and our local media. The current
PIPOA Board is meeting its obligations to
our members.
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* All Makes and Modelks

* 10 Year Part &
ALL New Equipment
* Financing available

10% Discount for Island Homes!

Prompt Professional 24 Hour Service
No Overtime Charges

» Commercial & Residential
Labor Warranties cn

(361) 949- 9545

Serving Padre Isiand & Flour Biuff Since 1986
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Sudoku

Sudoku answers are not
available. T T [ G P A FUR £ T VO P

. Across
Play at your own risk!
1. Desert traveler 14 5 T3
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Island Crossword

Going Easy On You...

3 4 95| 2
516|9 2 7
7 2

5

6. Bride's throwaway V) ) &
10. Bigdo

14. "William Tell," e.g.
15. Willing partner?

20 21

6 4 16. Load to bear
17. Robe fabric
3 18. Lamb cut

19. Seniors' group

20. Rock Hudson/Gina
Lollobrigida '60s flick

23. Like some arrangements
25. Shaft with a blade

26. Island chain

9 27. Gambler's marker

9 4
1|6 2

w Al
[a—

Knuckle-Cracker

61

28. Like some situations

31."_you the clever one?" [& 70
8 33. Spellingon TV

35. A pro might shoot it
36. Good name for a cook?

Down

1. Barracks bed

2. Mock, in a way

45. Stubbed item

22. Inspiration for 46. Paleontologist's
Yeats find

23. Tailor's concern

21. Secretly weds

[N}
= W

L

e o]

(o))

37. Reggie Jackson's '70s
nickname

=)

7 9

3. "Never on Sunday"
actress Melina

42. Taxing letters
43. Neither follower

Mind-Numbing Frustration 47. Easily tripped up

. 4. Overthrow, perhaps 24. Weaver's 48. "Where Have All the
3 5 “ 44. Give forth _ ) S
S TouGIS Flaass 5. Neither clergyman contraption Flowers Gone?" singer
711 ' 9 P nor professional 29. Civil _ 49. Double offer,
4 6|8 5 2 Pounde;:l ':he Underwzod 6. Chums 30. 0. Henry specialty  informally
9 5 5;' Haunte" (l)use sgun 7. One of the reeds 32. Cartoonist S0. Future Kerry/Bush
6|7 3(9 2 Best se‘ SES RIS 8. Get into with ease Goldberg event
3 7 53. Make zigzags, me.lybe 9. Gossipy sort 34. Goddess in "Aida"  54. Do a legislator's job
9 216 1 o9, EXpose o fr?Sh ar 10. Brew topper 36. Mill site 56. Epoxy, for one
719 57. Sandy Der!nls/Anthony 11, Make pessible 38. Lovers' rendezvous  58. Slack off, with up
Newley '60s flick .
1 3 8 12. Soup holder 39. Whistle blower 59. Crooner Jerry

61. Not a short story 60. Contemporary of

Agatha
64. |d companion

40. Boarded a ship
41. Civil disorder

13. Verve

Brain-Buste 62. Many miles away
2 63. Off kilter
8 5 66. Intense angers
9 3|7 5 4 67. Kind of phone
8 68. Model Cheryl
3 69. Minstrels instrument

~N

1 7

65. Savannah-to-Baton
Rouge dir.

g 70. Koala hangout

9 71. Furnish with a fund

W N
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Police Blotter November 27 - December 4

JFK Causewax to SPID- Crown Royal/Dasmarinas 2 a.m. November 30
Aquarius intersection Traffic

126 Traffic Stops
14300 block SPID 5 p.m. November 30 DWI

Evelyn Pless Schubert

Suspicious Person
SPID/Marina Park Blvd. 6 p.m. December 4 11800 block SH 361 2 p.m. November 28 Crash
Srateson SPID East to Gulf of
13300 block SPID 1 p.m. December 4 Crash éMeXICO n.Ol'.th to Clt
13300 block SPID 1 a.m. December 4 Crash/ _leltS

DWI

SPID West to L.aguna
Madre

Crimes against Person
14500 block SPID 2 a.m. December 2 Assault
Crimes against Property
14200 block Jackfish 9 a.m. November 30 Theft
of Services
14200 block Jackfish Ave. 10 p.m. November
29 Theft $750-$2500
15300 block Isabella 8 p.m. November 29
Trespassing
Disturbances
14300 block Scallop 11 p.m. December 2 Noise
Ordinance Violation
Suspicious Person
15200 block SPID 11 a.m. December 3 Wanted
Person
Whitecap/SPID 10 a.m. November 30 Crash

Crimes against Person
100 block Gulf Beach 11 a.m. December 1
Aggravated Robbery
15100 block Boca Grandi 6 p.m. November 28
Harassment
Crimes against Property

14900 block Windward Dr. 7 a.m. December 2
Found Property
15100 block Leeward Dr. 11 p.m. November 29
Theft from a vehicle $100-$750

Disturbances
Beach Access Road 3A/Gulf Beach 8 a.m.
December 1
7400 block SH 361 1 p.m. November 27 Pursuit
of a Suspect

Traffic
34 Traffic Stops
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Moon Classifieds #1025

Here’s how to place a Services Services Outdoor Services Home Repair
Classified Ad Appliance Repair Junk Removal Pool & Spa Services (Contd) Plastering
To place an ad you can call me at - y ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE Hi Tech Plastering, Inc.
361-834-1382 or Z 0 Weekly Pool Maintenance — Repairs Stucco, Eifs Coating, Patch Jobs
Email your ads to: = Renovations - Chemicals — Supplies Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete Repair
moonclassad@twc.com — Residential - Commercial Wood Replacement, Facia, etc.
No texts please @ 2F5 Yegrsl', EprrF'enceE‘t,'"SL:re‘l’ Artisan - Joe Cantu
Costs start at $12 for 25 words, ; : Save Our Shores e ond Resident Owred Phone/Fax 361-814-5605
20 cents a word after that per issue. -N- House Appliance Junk Removal Call 361-949-8899 htplastering@aol.com
For a small additional charge, your Repair Veteran Owned & Operated Power Washing 30 Years In Business
ad can be centered, made larger or . i =
pictures or clip art can be added. Most major brands & Fﬂrn'tur%Tem%/atl & ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE Roofing
Ads with payment can be taken to appliances ouse Liean LULs We Power Wash Wolfe Construction, Inc.
our office at: Also offering complete dryer ConStru_Ct'on Debrlls.RemovaI Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & ¢ Insurance Restoration
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 vent clean outs Light Demolition Sidewalks Specialists
Deadline for classified ads is no later Mention this ad for Bulk Item Pickups Call us now to schedule an estimate ¢ Roofing
than NOON on Tuesday discount on repairs Hot Tub Removals 361-949-2773 o Residential & Commercial
PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED P Fence Removal Lawn & Tree Trimming Bryan Wolfe
BEFORE PUBLICATION 361-960-0911 ! Islandscape Maintenance 361-949-1180
We accept BBQ Cleaning Dumpster Rentals AND MORE! P 15809 E1 Soumors Loo
American Express, Visa, Owners: Corpus Christi TX 7841%
MasterCard C A L L T;’:tr:\é Hlfnam ROOFING PROS!
Legal & Business Notices 361-9 41_%0 451’ Custom Home Exteriors, Inc.
Do you need to place a legal or business The BB Plumb . ) i , Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100
notice? You'll find that our rates for running . Ll *Lawn Maintenance . Power Washing Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified
your notice cost less than many other i Licensed Plumber  Palm Trimming - * Fall Cutback Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles
publication in Nueces County. = Ruthorized Technician “On the Island” " Lot Mowing Decks Island Homeowner
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 . St esTmATES Roofing Padre Island
The Island Moon Weekly Because YOU Experienced Since 1985!
for more information Excellent Service 361-949-2773
. ) BMM
The Island Newspaper since 1996 don’t want to do 361-660-5132 Roofing
o i . Fsitenia & ool
SHAMROCK COVE Frank 361-813-1929 cell Cleaning  Repairs * Remodels 361-438-4095
Private Island with pier 361-99-GRILL (994-7455) Dont HchT;t;s ) Warlra&my Sta:"” » Stucco
. ; ; on’t go or pool & spa chemicals! ”
Inside remodeled owner has moved CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com 15715 SPID #101 CALL?’?I.II; g%ggg.PRos
to Dallas - $135,000 Car Wash & Detailing Monday-Friday 9am-5pm _
Call Kyle Jackson Padre Island Mobile Detail FREE WATER TESTING \ AT 361-949-2100
361-960-0345 The Island's Premier Mobile Locally owned and operated since 2010 COMMERCIAL CUTTERS Decks/Docks/Boat Lifts
Detailing Service! Call 361-658-8581 Tree Trimming & Stump Artistic Construction
We come to you providing Car Grinding Services Boat Lifts, Decks, Docks, Etc.
Wash & Full Detail Services Fully Insured - Free Estimates Licensed & Insured
Call or Text 361-462-0877 361-446-3980 Member of Padre Island
Check out our website Business Association
for more details: 361-444-4702
padreislanddetail.com Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc
or Email Greg at:
padreislanddetail@gmail.com

Crossword Solution
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Roseate Spoonbills at the Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center. By Darla

+GATE ACCESS 7 DAYS A WEEK

+24/7 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE

+MOVING BOXES AND SUPPLIES

+BOAT AND RV SPACES

+INSURANCE AVAILABLE

+MILITARY DISCOUNTS

+AUTHORIZED BIG GREEN EGG DEALER
+MAILBOX RENTALS
+SHIPPING SERVICES

One Month

Boatlifts

Docks

Fishing piers
Pilings
Pergolas
HiTide dealer

25 years experience
All work guaranteed

Free with a 6
Month Lease!

- 8041 SPID
Near Ennis Joslin

61-992-5400

.storageunitcorpuschristi.com F REE E S TIMA T.E S
e Big 361-537-4045
Facebook G"‘Eg‘g“% lonestarhic@yahoo.com

facebook.com/starage corpuschristi

www.lonestarhic.com

OFFICIAL GOLD DEALER
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City Seeking Summer Season American Legion Post 229
Vendors for Beaches and Parks The Islander Post

Applications Open December 5

The Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation Department will be accepting beach and

park vending permit applications from December 5, 2023, through January 5,

2024. The permits cover the summer vending season that runs from March 1 to

September 30, 2024.

Each year, the City opens its beaches and parks for vendors to provide food, bev-

erage, and activity concessions to more than 700,000 visitors and residents.

Locations include:

. Bay Beaches:

o McGee Beach

0 North Beach

o Park Avenue Food Truck Pedestals

. Cole Park:

0 Skate Park

o Kid’s Place

. Gulf Beaches:

0 North Packery Beach/JP Luby: Marker 203, Marker 206, Marker 207
0 South Packery Beach: Marker 212, Marker 212.5

0 Michael J. Ellis Beach & Seawall: Marker 214.5, Marker 215, Marker
216

0 Whitecap Beach: Marker 223.5

The City Beach & Park Vendor Permit Online Application Form and requirements

are available at www.ccparkandrec.com after clicking on “City Beach & Park
Vendor Permits.”
will be issued by January 31.

By the numbers

Padre Island Real Estate Activity
October 1 — October 31

By Cindy Molnar
Realtor
Coldwell Banker Island, Realtors
Interior Lot Homes Sold
14229 Sea Pines Drive
15814 Lindo Drive
15230 Reales Drive
15505 Finistere Street
13805 Primavera Drive
15342 Sabre Drive
14234 San Felipe Drive
40 Interior Lot Homes Listed From $339,900.00 to $789,000.00
Waterfront Homes Sold
15638 Cuttysark Street
15301 Bowsprit Court
13922 El Soccorro Loop
13842 Hawksnest Bay Drive

54 Waterfront Homes Listed From $479,900.00 to $2,495,000.00
Interior Condominiums/Townhomes/Duplexes Sold
15505 Windward Drive #210
15108 Dory Drive
15516 Spyglass Drive
15450 Cruiser Street
15240 Beach Way Drive
81 Interior Condominiums/Townhomes/Duplexes Listed From $150,000.00 to $699,900.00
Waterfront Condominium/Townhome/Duplex Sold
14427 Compass Street Unit A17
14427 Compass Street Unit A14
15717 Cruiser Street Unit A
13902 Mingo Cay Court Unit C
14810 Windward Dive #210
53 Waterfront Condominiums/Townhomes/Duplexes Listed From $118,000.00 to $625,000.00

Waterfront Lot
33 Waterfront Lots Listed From $219,900.00 to $3,000,000.00

Interior Lot
22 Interior Lots Listed From $104,900 to $3,000,000.00

Commercial Lots
13 Commercial Lots Listed From $110,000.00-$2,550,000.00

Completed applications are due no later than January 5. Permits

ISLAND'S EDGE

Salon for Her

Humery & Oraanica

Padre Landscapes

Commarcial &k koidential ¥ Servdca

WINHER OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
SMALL BUSINESS AWARD

By Ken Ames

Besides being a generally great place

to live for everyone, Texas is especially
dedicated to its Veterans and Active-duty
Service Members. Many of these benefits
are available based on service alone, while
others are based on disability ratings. Some
benefits listed may be federal, but I am
citing them anyway due to relevance to
Texas attractions or services.

Lifetime National Parks Pass: Veterans
and Gold Star Families can get a lifetime
pass that provides free entrance to more
than 2,000 federal recreation sites. This
includes national parks, wildlife refuges,
and forests. Active-duty Service Members
can get a free annual military pass. Simply
present one of the four acceptable forms:
DOD ID Card, Veteran Health ID, Veteran
ID Card, or veteran’s designation on a
state-issued US driver’s license or ID card
at participating federal recreation areas that
normally charge an entrance fee. Gold Star
Families obtain information, self-certify
they qualify and download a voucher

on NPS.gov. Each lifetime pass covers
entrance fees for a driver and all passengers
in a personal vehicle, or passholder and

up to three adults at sites that charge per
person. (Think free entrance to P.I.N.S. for
your entire carload.)

Texas Veterans State Parks Admissions:
Allows free entry to Texas state parks for
Texas Disabled Veterans with a 60% or
more service-connected disability or loss of
lower extremity. One additional person may
get a reduced rate of 50% of the standard
entry fee. (Note: I have found during my
travels that other states will sometimes give
free passes if you have your VA Disability
Letter with you. It pays to ask.)

Texas Fishing and Hunting Super
Combo License: Disabled Veterans with
an honorable discharge and a 50% or
greater VA disability rating, or the loss of
a foot or leg as a result of service, can get
a free Super Combo Hunting and Fishing
license each year. The Super Combo
License includes: resident hunting fishing
licenses, with archery, freshwater, saltwater
(with a red drum tag), upland game bird,
and migratory game bird endorsements.
Federal Duck Stamp is NOT included, but
is required for waterfowl hunting. Present
a valid Texas issued ID and a copy of your
VA Disability Rating letter to the TPWD
office to register for your free license.
License dates run from issuance date
through August 31% of each year. Texas

lexas Veterans Benefits

resident Active-Duty Service Members

or active-duty non-residents that have
continuously resided in Texas for more than
six months, are eligible for a free Super
Combo license. Active-duty non-residents
can get hunting and fishing licenses at
resident rates.

Texas DMV Fee Exemption for Disabled
Veterans: A Texas veteran who was
honorably discharged, has a service-
related disability of at least 60%, receives
compensation from the United States
because of the disability, and is not subject
to sex offender registration requirements
can receive a Texas driver license or ID
card free-of-charge. The driver license fee
exemption does not apply to commercial
driver licenses. A Veteran who was
honorably discharged or has a general
discharge (under honorable conditions) can
get a Veteran designation on their driver
license. A Disabled Veteran who meets

the requirements for a veteran designator
and are at least 50% disabled or 40%
disabled with a lower extremity amputation
may instead request a Disabled Veteran
designator. See www.dps.texas.gov for
required proof of service/disability rating.

This is a small part of the benefits available,
and I will touch on more in upcoming
articles. Next time I will go over property
tax exemptions available to Disabled
Veterans. The American Legion Post 229
has Veterans Service Officers to help
Active-duty service members, veterans,
and their families take advantage of all the
benefits they have earned through service
to their country. If you are an active-duty
service member, a veteran, or family
member that needs help filing for benefits,
or more information on membership to

the American Legion Post 229, please
contact our Adjutant Stephen Armstrong at:
americanlegionpost0229@gmail.com. Our
Facebook pages are: American Legion Post
0229 “The Islander Post” and American
Legion Riders Post 229 “The Islander Post”

Thank you to the growing list of sponsors
for our Salute to Service 2024 concert and
live/silent auction event on January 20,
2024 at Marker 37 Marina. It will include
Dinner, performances by Texas artist Jake
Bush and local artist Ty Dietz, and Silent
and Live auctions. We would especially like
to thank: Todd Hunter, Coastline Properties,
Keith Clark, and Marker 37 for their
sponsorships. If you would like to sponsor
our event, donate items for our auction or
purchase tickets for our event, go to: https://

salutetoservice2024.betterworld.org/
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Rest In Peace Kitty Flippo.

Port A lost another great friend this week.
Kathleen Jane “Kitty” Flippo passed away last
week, another victim of cancer. Kitty was the
bar manager at the Salty Dog for many years and
also worked at the Gaff'and Logan's Bar. She
had many, many friends in Port A and is survived
by her son Preston. Her family has set up a
Venmo account to help with expenses. There
will be a fundraiser at the Gaff on the 10" and a
memorial on the Island Queen and the Salty Dog
on the 16th. Rest in peace sweet lady. You will
be missed.

On the local front...

The Gaff's annual Hipi James’ Ugly
Christmas Sweater contest is on Friday,
Dec 15.

In case you haven’t noticed, it’s Christmas time
in paradise. I know my pal Heidi is all a tingle.
So is my Mermaid Gal. And truth be told, I'm
tingling a bit myself. And there’s a ton of stuff
going on to celebrate the occasion... coming this
Friday and Saturday, December 8" and 9%, Padre
Island will be in the throes of the annual La
Posada Boat Parade and Port A will have their
Holiday Shop Around with all the local shops
geared up for Christmas. Also on Saturday the
9" Port A will have their annual Lighted Boat
Parade and the Gaff will host their bi-monthly
(and WORLD FAMOUS) Belt Sander Races of
which my coveted Moon Monkey will give it
another shot. My red hot winning streak is more
of a luke warm coming in third place streak
lately. And with this being the Winter Texan
season, I’ll be lucky to place third. On Sunday
the 10", Red s Riviera will have the Joker and
Jester Comedy Show with Jake Daniels and
Dan Ellison providing the laughs. There’s NO
COVER CHARGE for this event. On Thursday
the 14" the Port A Parks and Rec Department
will host the “Winter Texan Welcome Back
Picnic” in Roberts Point Park and on the 15™ the
Gaff will have their annual “Hippie James’ Ugly
Sweater Contest” with the Cleartones, which
you DO NOT WANT TO MISS... it’s always a
bonafied hoot. Plus in town at the House of Rock,
Casey Lane will be having his annual “Tamale
Dinner” on Christmas Eve.

Scattered shots ...

The Port A Lighted Boat Parade is this
Saturday the 9th.

I only caught one show last weekend but it was
a goodern. My new favorite band, Boudreaux
and Pousson, played inside Shorty s last Friday
since the weather was a little brisk. These cats,
Ty Southerland and Adam Pousson are real
deal Louisiana Cajun born Coon Asses. They
get everybody in on the act. In fact, our buddy
Robin Krenek got up and played the triangle to

TEXAS’NE)

é Happ) Hour'e
2 GOl

FUL I’BARv, FOOSBALL

SHUFF L::BOAR"_ D

- T

315/SPATistern e MPortTAT

BELT SANDER
RACES

CoLD BEER

. (361)41 123*;’

'Port’Aransas)

Island Moon

Three Chords and the Truth

the barking dog song. It was great. Keep an eye
out for Boo and Poo’s next show at Shorty s on
January 12", It’s the most fun you can have with
your clothes on.

DO NOT MISS LIST
Coming this weekend...

John Cortez wzllplay Shorty’s this
Friday the Sth.

And those hits just keep on coming... on
Friday, December 8" Shorty s will have veteran
blues man John Cortez with the great Jody
Jenkins playing bass. Also on Friday, Brad
Ethridge will play solo at the Gaff. And in
town on Friday you can catch George Birge

at Brewster Downtown, Crucial Riddem at
the Exchange and the red hot Raul Ayala at
Retro. On Saturday the 9", the folk rocking
Independent Thieves with David King and
Garrett Wieland will play Shortys. Also on
Saturday, the Gainan Band is at the VF'W, the
Dunebillies will play the Lighted Boat Parade
based out of Fisherman's Wharf, Diamond’s
Edge will play the Sugar Shack and the great ten
piece horn band, Cruise Control, will play the
South Texas Ice House. Coming this Sunday the
10™, T already mentioned the Gaff hosting Kitty
Flippo’s send off with the Dunebillies plus
Shorty s will have their weekly Sunday Funday
with Jim Dugan (4-8), Ty Dietz (8-12) plus
Edwin’s killer jambalaya or something equally
tasty. Also let it be known... the VFIW has some
delightful mid-week shows with Billy Snipes
playing every Tuesday and the Cleartones
playing every Wednesday. And don’t forget
Selfie plays every Thursday at Shorty s as they
have since 2014.

On the horizon...

he Cleartones y every Wednesday
at the VEW.

On the near horizon...the Chainlinks will play
the House of Rock on Friday, December 15" and
the super hot jam band, Triptonite, will play the
Exchange and Raul Ayala is at Marker 12. On
Saturday the 16", the OTB Band will be at the
VFW, veteran blues man Mike O’Neil will play
Shorty s, Diamond’s Edge will play Rockit s,
Fistful of Metal is at the Exchange, Casy
Donahew will play Brewster Street Ice House
Downtown and the great Bushbullit with Oscar
Gonzales will play K-Bob 5. On Sunday the 17"
, Alonzo Cruz will play the Pelican Lounge

on Padre, Eric Magnus will be at the Sunset
Hideaway in Ingleside and Laura Derkits will
be hosting a sing along around the fire pit at
Trinity By the Sea Episcopal Church in Port A...
that sounds very wholesome.

New Year’s Eve...
The New Year’s Eve shows are starting to
come in. So far we have great original country
from Todd Dorn and the Sea Drifters playing
Shortys, the VEW will have the 80’s cover
band, The Groove rocking out, the superb
Splendiferous will be at Port Royal, our pals
Diamond’s Edge will play the Pelican on Padre
[sland, the new hot shot band Raul Ayala with
the great Christopher Ivory on keys and Matt
Maldonado on skins will play the Sugar Shack
in Rockport, the always fun Chillbillies will
play Legends in Fulton, the psychedelic jam
band Triptonite will play their home bar, The
Exchange, the Chainlinks with the delightful
Celeste Torres on lead vocals and Louie
Mandel on lead guitar will play Hardknocks on
Padre. BTW, Louie and the Chainlinks drummer,
Landin Martinez along with bassist Andrew
Jueig have started a spinoff band called Heavy
Soul and brother they are great in a rocking soul
kind of way. Yall be safe out there... it’s the
season of drunks and cops!
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Robin Krenek jumped into the act with
Boudreaux and Pousson at Shorty s

Frida Ty Dietz, Jim Dugan @
December 8 Shorty’s
LA POSADA BOAT Lady Kat & Mattman @
PARADE @ N. Padre House of Rock
HOLIDAY SHOP Jennifer Gayle Bradley
AROUND @ Port A (@ Blackbeard’s .
John Cortez @, Jerry Ward @ Pelican
Shorty’s Lo.unge
Brad Ethridge @ Gaff Eric Magnus @ Sunset
George Birge @ Bmc“ c AHT Hideaway Ingleside
Brewster Downtown
Crucial Riddem @ n ENTAI.S Monday,
The Exchange December 11
Raul Ayala @ Retro Raul Ayala @ Pelican
Jon Car @ Pelican Lounge
Lounge
Starlite & the Tuesda
Moonbeams @ Liesadl, .
Executive Surf Club DeLberu
Reno Perez @ Billy Sn1pes @ VFW
Republic of Texas ggle;hxlc @ Salty
Michael Anthony .
el 1 reasure Island oy
Ice House ]?lac]l;beard S . @ ™
OTB @ Doc’s ex Beaumon @
Ruben Limas Exchange
Blackbeard’s € I-IVE MUSIC Joey St. Vincent
@ Mesquite Street
EVERY WEEKEND sives
Saturday., Eric Graham @ La
December 9 Palmera Mall
PORT A LIGHTED
BOAT PARADE &
Wednesday,
DRONE SHOW
BELT SANDER December 13
RACES @ Gaff Brad Ethridge Open
HOLIDAY SHOP Mic @ Gatf
AROUND @ Port A Cl.eartones @ VFW
Independent Thieves gh ];’ITOWH @ The
@ Shorty’s Xchange
The Gainans @ VFW Ruben Limas @
Dunebillies @ Boat Bla(fkbeard. S .
Parade g) - . Justin & Niki @ Pelican
LGS CICNNN  SELFIE EVERY THURSDAY [t :
Brewster Downtown —_—— Bl.ﬂy Snipes @ Doc’s
Wicked Project @ The Relalilele /4] =F4 DEC 8 11;/[1611361 Burtts @
ompanos
Exchange INDEPENDENT THIEVES pEC o [N
National Nobodz @
Pelican Lounge TY DIETZ, JIM DUGAN DEC 10 Thursdalz
Billy Snipes @ Island FUIHCRN=IE $22"Y December 14
lialian , B W INTER TEXAN
Raul Ayala @ Lulu’s WELCOME BACK
Landing PICNIC @ Robt Point
Diamond’s Edge @ Park
Sugar Shac.k Selfie @ Shorty’s
G i il () Michael Burtts @
Clhenloifss Amimnes Brewster Southside
léultp n C @ Eric Graham @ Nueces
ruise Contro . 5
MOORE-MCDONALD Whiskey Library
South Texas Ice House
Ruben Limas @ Island
Alley Catz Band @ VFEW POST 8967 Italian
Heather Ridge Farms .. (o oosT OR THE TEXAS COAST
Sunda GAINAN BAND DEC 9 Lriday.
D—u_ecem ber 10 BILLY SNIPES DEC 12 December 15
o CLEARTONES DEC 13 HIPPY JAMES’ UGLY
HOLIDAY SHOP
SWEATER CONTEST
AROUND @ Port A OTB BAND DEC 16 @ Gaff
JC%I;E]?D%JSE&?VR@ RICH LOCKHART DEC 22 Chainlinks @ House of
Red’s OPEN TO THE PUBLIC R
Cruise Control @
LEVEINLBI I3 Ol Executive Surf Club
LN ALTHED (@) Triptonite @ The
Gaff o Exchange
R Crosstown Expressway
@ Pelican Lounge
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