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The decision on whether or not to cut the canals through is still pending with the PIPOA Board.

The Corps of Engineers permit requires the cutting of the canal 
under the Don Patricio Bridge by the end of 2023 

History cont. on page A5

Bridge cont. on A5

By Dale Rankin
As the cold weather in the Great 
White North pushes the first wave 
of Winter Texans in from OTB 
we slide right into the heart of 
the great weather season here on 
our little sandbar. The cacophony 
of shotgun blasts that usually an-
nounce the arrival of duck season 
have so far been muted so we got 
that going for us. We also got in a 
little practice at stumbling around 
in the dark this week with our first 
blackout of the autumn season. No 
injuries were reported.

Behold the Dredge!
The work to begin dredging in 
Packery Channel is scheduled to 
arrive in the next week according 
to city officials. The dredge is now 
in Rockport and has to traverse 
the open Gulf of Mexico to reach 
Packery Channel so its arrival is 
weather dependent but imminent. 
The project will move 270,000 
cubic yards of sand and dig the 
channel to fourteen feet of depth, 
the same as the original depth 
when the channel was first cut 
through The Island. Once begun 
the work will continue around the 
clock and is expected to take two 
to three months with the dredged 
sand to be distributed on the beach 
from south of Whitecap Boule-
vard north along the Michael J. 
Ellis Seawall to a point near the 
Wyndham Hotel. The new sand is 
expected to push the width of the 
beach beyond 150 feet all along 
the seawall allowing for vehicles 
to drive the entire length of the 
seawall. 

Art Show this week

The art show by seascape artist 
Wade Koniakowsky is set for 
Saturday, November 11 from 
6:30-8:30 at the Padre Island Art 
Gallery. Koniakowsky is known 
for his Island-themed art and will 
be unveiling a new creation with 
a Padre Island touch at the show. 
The gallery is now home to the 
works of 82 local artists and is 
located in Compass Plaza near the 
intersection of Compass Street 
and Commodores Drive. 
Thanksgiving deadlines
As we do each year we are mov-
ing our publication date up for the 
Thanksgiving issue in two weeks. 
We ask advertisers and writers to 

A little Island history
Island Duck Hunting 100 Years Ago

Duck Hunters a century ago on Padre Island

2023 La Posada Schedule
La Posada Toys for Tots Kickoff Party

Friday, December 1, 6 p.m.
HardKnocks Sports Bar & Grill

There is no charge for entry to the party, guests are encouraged 
to bring a toy for Toys for Tots. 

La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. Broadcast by KRIS 6 Television 

from Snoopy’s Oyster Bar
Begins at JFK Bridge continues through North Island canals

Lighted Boat Parade Watch Party
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. HardKnocks Sports Bar & Grill

La Posada Lighted Boat Parade
Saturday, December 9

Begins 6 p.m. at Caravel Boat Ramp continues through South 
Island canals

Don Patricio Bridge canal opening 
scheduled by end of 2023

Connection to existing Island canals still undecided

By Greg Smith

It’s that time of the year for the 
weekend morning alarm clock on 
the Island, the sound of a small 
war out in the Laguna.  It brings 
to mind one of my favorite Island 
family pictures, Pat Dunn with 
four duck hunters about a hundred 
years ago. The same Pat Dunn 
known as Don Patricio who name 
now adorns the Island new water 
exchange bridge. It seems that the 
hunters back then didn’t get the 
message that the Island was a no 
tie zone with their hunting outfits 
of coat, tie and waders.  Don’t 

Island Moon 
Rain Report

All stations are on Padre Island

October	     2023
Cayo Cantiles 		  4.03”
Dyna St.			  3.94”
Elbow St.		  3.98”
Reales Dr.		  4.41”
Scallop St.		  4.40”

Jan. -Oct.         2023
Cayo Cantiles 		  19.98”	
19.87”	
Dyna St.		 20.37”	
19.57”	
Elbow St.		  21.45”	
20.71”	
Reales Dr.		  16.97”	
n/a
Scallop St. 		  18.56”	
19.15”

Normal year-to-date Corpus 
Christi rainfall at the airport is 

27.78”
Source: Community Collaborative 

Rain, Hail, & Snow Network

Tax Cut!

By Dale Rankin
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers permit which covers the 
construction of new canals on 
Padre Island calls for the new ca-
nal under the Don Patricio Bridge 
to be opened by the end of 2023, 
according to the language of the 
permit. Tim Lange whose compa-
ny is developing the land around 
Lake Padre and holds the permit 
is responsible for cutting the new 
canal through said this week he 
is prepared to meet that deadline 
if a deal can be reached with 

Crested Caracaras By Marvin OrellanoCrested Caracaras By Marvin Orellano

Texas voters this week approved 
Proposition 4 which includes the 
following: 
• Increases Texas homestead 
exemption to $100,000 on 5.72 
million Texas homeowner’s ISD 
property tax bills effective on this 
year’s property tax bill, and ap-
proves a “catch-up” for over-65 
and disabled for the $15,000 
homestead exemption increase 
adjustment from the May 2022 
state-wide election. Plus, an 18% 
decrease in the M&O property 
tax rate compression. 
• Three county citizens will be 
elected county-wide in May 
of 2024 to join each County 
Appraisal 
Districts (CAD board) of direc-
tors in non-partisan positions. 
The elected CAD board of 
directors 
will now help select Appraisal 
Review Board (ARB) members 
in each county with 75,000 
population or greater. 
• Approves non-homesteaded real 
property valued at $5 million and 
under to receive a 20% circuit 
breaker on appraised value in-
creases as a 3-year pilot project. 
The constitutional circuit breaker 
will sunset Dec. 31, 2026, how-
ever, the constitutional fund set 
up to fund SB 2’s property tax cut 
will remain evergreen. 

Issue 1021

November 10, 2023
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On Saturday 63 members of the 
newly formed Facebook group Only 

PINS had a get acquainted BBQ 
on the beach hosted by Ashley and 
Kent Meadows. Not only is this a 

Facebook group it is also a community 
of fisher people and beach combers 

who are dedicated to sharing stories, 
adventures and taking care of the 

resources on Padre Island National 
Seashore.

The BBQ was so successful that 
several more are planned in the near 
future along with a theme shirt for the 
group.  All who love and cherish PINS 

are invited to this group’s activities.   
Pictured are some of the group’s 

leaders.

FREE
10-YearWarranty
WITH PURCHASE

Valid on 26kW and Lower. Must install by December 18, 2023. This is an online only redemption process. Mail-in forms will not be accepted. Please visit 
Generac.com/National to claim your free 10-year warranty.

GeneratorSupercenterofCorpusChristi.com

Sales Event

A $1,035 value!*

August 28, 2023 - October 8, 2023
*Terms & Conditions Apply

Start Your Free Quote

361-782-6329

Join us after dinner at The Slip Bar and Lounge for cocktails with family and new friends. 
15037 SPID unit C opens 4:00pm-2am

Have Thanksgiving Day with 
Black Sheep Bistro on November 23rd.

Enjoy thanksgiving day without the work.

reserve by phone, email or visit our website

(972) 523-6368 or (210) 418-4819
gmier@theangrymarlin.com   

blacksheepbistro.net
15201 S. Padre Island Dr., Ste 120, Corpus Christi, Tx 78418

THANKSG IV ING  DAY  AT:

(beverages not included)

COMPLIMENTARY 
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS

Sparkling Wine with a Variety of Juices
Included in adult price

1pm-5pm
$45 per person

$25 per child 
under 12 years old

BY RESERVATION 
ONLY

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION 
NOW WHILE THEY LAST!

STARTER

Soup or Salad

MAIN COURSES

Traditional Baked Turkey
Honey Ham 

Smoked Prime Rib
Smoked Beef Tenderloin  

SIDES
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Green Beans
Stuffing

Cranberry Sauce

DESSERTS
Pumpkin Pie with Whipped Crème

Bread Pudding, Pecan Pie
Pumpkin Cheesecake

You’re invited to an Art Show and Reception with Wade Koniakowsky this 
Saturday, November 11th, 6:30-8:30pm!

Padre Island Art Gallery 14646 Compass Drive. Meet the artist and take home a 
special piece of artwork.

A big thank you to the UTSA Leadership & Volunteer Services who offered to 
come down to help us around the Texas Sealife Center facility this past weekend! 
We couldn’t have gotten this work done without you guys! From painting to yard 
work to organizing, we appreciate your hard work and kindness to our facility! 

Thank you! Tim & Amanda
Landing By Marvin Orellano
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Pioneer RV
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Coffee Waves
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IGA
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Here’s your hat. 
Image by Mary Craft
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Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
I have a rather unusual proposition for you. 
It’s something that I believe would be a 
great deal of benefit to you with absolutely 
no risk.  
 
My name is David Sek-chi Kwok and I’m 
the Managing Director of Shanghai Com-
mercial Bank (HK) Ltd. I’m contacting you 
for joint business venture of $36.2Mn USD, 
as I intend to invest in Real Estate business 
in your country. I’ll discuss in further details 
and benefits the moment I hear from you. 
Best regards,
Mr David S. Kwok
Dear Mr. Kwok, 
 
I am looking for investors in a puppy 
farm. I have developed and patented a new 
method of planting them that I believe will 
revolutionize the puppy farm industry. I am 
willing to send any information you might 
need such as my registration number as 
soon as possible.  
Please contact me as soon as you can. I am 
ready to start planting puppies. 
Riley P. Dog

Dear Mr. Dog,
Thank you for your interest much. Shanghai 
Commercial Bank has many customers in 
the puppy farm industry. The first require-
ment will be your necessary information 
to transfer the funds into your account. We 
will unable be to transfer the entire $36.2 
Mn USD all at once. Please forward your 
social security information and we will 
contact you.
Best regards,
Mr. David S. Kwok

Dear Mr. Kwok,
I’m a dog. I don’t have a social security 
number Mr. Kwok. I have a dog tag number 
that Dr. Christi gave me after she stuck a 
needle in my buttocks. It’s on my tag but 
it is upside but it doesn’t matter because I 
can’t read numbers. I’m a dog. 
If you can’t send me $36.2 million USDs 

can you please just send me a hotdog? The 
bun doesn’t have to be gluten free. I drink 
out of mud puddles and out of the toilet 
when my humans are not around.  And I 
don’t care if there are rat lips in the weenie 
Mr. Kwok. I like rat lips pretty good. 
Riley P. Dog

Dr. Mr. Dog,
We have many American clients who 
are dogs. Do you have access to a bank 
account?
Mr. David S. Kwok

Dear Mr. Kwok,
Are you smoking human crack David S.? 
I’m a dog. Why would I have access to a 
bank account? If I had access to a bank 
account I would raid it and buy my own 
hotdogs. 
Stoopid humans! Do you have a hotdog 
or not Mr. Kwok? If you do please send it 
to Save The Riley P. Dog Foundation in 
International Falls, Minnesota. If you don’t 
have a hotdog then maybe you can send 
me some of your crack Mr. Kwok. Maybe I 
can sell it to the cats and get me a hotdog! 
Stoopid cats!
Help me here Mr. Kwok. Dr. Christi has 
me on diet dog food and I’ withering away 
here. I’ve lost twenty pounds and I need to 
find them. Chihuahuas are starting to bully 
me. The cats are sleeping in my bed. Last 
week a roach crawled across my nose!
Help me Mr. Kwok.
$36.2 million USD…International Falls, 
Minnesota…
Help me.

Riley P. Dog

Be Part of the New TPWD  
Shooting Sports Community! 

You are invited to join Texas Parks and 
Wildlife’s new Shooting Sports Commu-
nity.
This online and offline community is for 
Texans interested in recreational shooting 
sports – including hunters, target shoot-
ers, clay/skeet shooters, archers, new and 
experienced gun owners and anyone else 
interested in safe, fun, responsible shooting. 
Whatever the reason you enjoy shooting 
– to increase your proficiency, refine your 
skills, get comfortable with firearms for 
home/self-protection, or just to enjoy the 
company of like-minded people with a 
common interest — you’ll find it can be 
a lot of fun and beneficial to be part of a 
shooting sports community. 

What’s In Store for You?
By joining the community, you will get:
Texas Shooting Sports E-newsletter – a 
free, quarterly e-newsletter with a variety 
of short articles, stories and videos for be-
ginners and experienced shooters including: 
seasonal hunting information, tips on safe 
shooting and gun storage, advanced shoot-
ing sports, where to shoot and take classes, 
how to choose ammo, and more. 

Enhanced information on TPWD’s web-
site – check out the new enriched TPWD 
Texas Shooting Sports page. 

Social media community – follow us on 
our Facebook Shooting Sports page for in-
structional videos, details on tournaments, 
where to shoot, gun safety and other materi-
al. #TexasShootingSports 

TPWD days at local target ranges – we 
have been speaking with shooting ranges 
around Texas who are interested in partner-
ing on special events and other activities. 
Stay tuned.
Plus, so much more! As this is a new 
program, we would love to hear from you 
at marketing@tpwd.texas.gov with more 
ideas for what you would like to see

Public Utility Commission of Texas to Administer Texas 
Energy Fund Following Voter Approval of Proposition 7

 The Public Utility Commission of Texas 
(PUCT) will implement the Texas Energy 
Fund (TEF), as directed by the Texas Leg-
islature through Senate Bill 2627 and ap-
proved by Texas voters on Nov. 7. The TEF 
will provide grants and loans to finance the 
construction, maintenance, modernization, 
and operation of electric facilities in Texas.
“PUCT staff has been working hard since 
early summer to prepare for implementation 
of the TEF,” said PUCT Executive Director 
Thomas Gleeson. “With voter approval of 
the fund, we will push forward developing 
the program and design transparent process-
es to ensure the administration of the TEF 
is timely, fiscally responsible, and effective. 
The TEF is another vital tool to ensure 
the reliability and resiliency of the Texas 
electric grid.”
TEF funding opportunities will be available 
for dispatchable electric generation proj-
ects and facility enhancements both in and 
outside of the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas (ERCOT) Power Region based 
on application and award processes under 
development by the PUCT. The PUCT will 

review all applications and administer the 
fund.
In addition to grants and loans to finance the 
construction and modernization of dispatch-
able electric generating facilities, the TEF 
will provide grants and loans to support the 
installation of backup power packages for 
facilities in Texas that are critical for public 
health, safety, and well-being. A backup 
power package is a stand-alone, backup 
power source that can provide at least 
48-hours of power in the event of an outage, 
such as a natural gas or propane generator 
or a combination of solar panels and battery 
storage.
As directed in Senate Bill 2627, passed by 
the 88th Texas Legislature and signed into 
law by Governor Greg Abbott, the PUCT 
must begin accepting loan applications for 
projects within the ERCOT region by June 
1, 2024 and must make initial disbursements 
for approved loans by Dec. 31, 2025. Senate 
Bill 2627 also includes provisions to priori-
tize interconnection for TEF-funded electric 
generation facilities.

Port Aransas Community Theatre in Collab-
oration with the Aransas Repertory Theatre 
Present “All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce 
of 1914”
Nov. 30 – Dec. 10, 2023, at the Port Aran-
sas Community Theatre
“All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 
1914,” a collaboration of the Port Aran-
sas Community Theatre and the Aransas 
Repertory Theatre, will be performed at the 
Port Aransas Community Theatre, Nov. 30 
– Dec. 10, 1923.
The Western Front: Christmas 1914. Out 
of the violence of World War I, a silence, 
then a song. A German soldier steps into No 
Man’s Land singing “Stille Nacht.” Thus 
begins an extraordinary night of camarade-
rie, music and peace. This remarkable true 
story is told in the words and songs of the 
men who lived it. Written by Peter Roth-
stein, the show features a cappella choral 
arrangements by Erick Lichte and Timothy 
C. Takach.
Directed by Russ B. Walker, the cast mem-
bers are Philip Ridley, John Ridley, Ryan 
Rogers, Russ B. Walker, Zeke Davila, Tod 
Michael Murphy, Tytus Sewell, Brayden 
Jake, Daniel Immekus and Cezar Herrera. 
The Music Director is Maggie Scheerer, the 
Stage Manager is Suzy Walker and the Set 
Designer is Ray Dillahunty.
General admission tickets for “All Is Calm: 
The Christmas Truce of 1914” are $22. All 
active and former military will be admitted 
free with ID at the box office.
The Port Aransas Community Theatre is 
located at 2327 State Highway 361 in Port 
Aransas.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday performanc-
es are at 7:30 p.m. Sunday matinees are at 
2:30 p.m.
For tickets and more information, visit: 
portaransascommunitytheatre.com.

have copy to us by Monday, November 20, 
of that week and the paper will hit the racks 
on either Wednesday or Friday of that week 
pending our discussion with the printer. 

Football playoffs
The Flour Bluff Hornets football team is set 
to kick off its playoff run at Hornet Stadium 
at 7 p.m. on Friday after winning district 
with a 56-21 shellacking of Gregory-Port-
land. The team begins its playoff run after 
winning six contests by more than 34 points 
this season. They play Pharr-San Juan-Al-
amo Memorial who is coming into the 
contest on a three-game losing streak. 

And then there’s this…
As long as we’re talking sports the World 
Minnow Racing Association announced this 
week they are returning to The Gaff in Port 
Aransas for the winter season and further 
that the races will involve “trained minnow” 
racers. Who knew!? The good news is that 
there is still some time to train your minnow 
so there you go, minnow racing and belt 
sander racing all in one spot! In the mean-
time say hello if you see us Around The 
Island.
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Padre Island in 1970
We often get questions about why Aquarius Street is chopped into two pieces 
on The Island. It was in fact cut into three pieces until the completion of the 
Aquarius extension connecting it to Commodores Drive in 2014. Originally 

Aquarius Street was to be a connection from the Aquarius/SPID intersection all 
the way south to Whitecap Boulevard with the partially completed bridge shown 
in this photo connecting its two sections. However, as development progressed 

and money became tighter the developers scrapped plans for the bridge and sold 
the adjacent lots. 

Stuff I Heard on the Island
By Dale RankinBy Dotson Lewis 

Senior Moments

Senior Moments Special to The Island Moon

Veterans Day & Etc.

November 10, 2023

When the dust settled Tuesday night on 
the City of Corpus Christi’s Proposition A 
it was clear that voters and taxpayers are 
not crazy about getting into the convention 
hotel business; at least not at the American 
Bank Center. The final tally was 6584 in 
favor and 14,694 against. What was most 
astounding was the turnout of 21,278 voters 
which is nearly twice the normal number for 
off-cycle constitutional elections which hap-
pen in the two years between presidential 
and gubernatorial cycles. I think the reason 
for that is the public felt like they were be-
ing hustled; sold a $133 million convention 
hotel project disguised as a streets project. 
As I said in this space a few weeks ago they 
were peeing down our leg and telling us it 
was raining and voters don’t like that.
The lingering effect of the vote I think will 
spill over into the upcoming city council 
races which due to turnover among mem-
bers is going to look a lot different a year 
from now. The current council members 
who voted 9-0 to place Proposition A on the 
ballot with little public input now own it. 
Having said that the question now is what 
to do about our convention center which is 
losing $40,000 per day. 

Déjà vu all over again…
 What this is really all about is money from 
the Hotel Occupancy Tax that comes from 
The Island. Twenty years ago the city raced 
to annex The Island from Packery Channel 
north to what is now the city limits with the 
Port Royal and its $1 million per year HOT 
being the prize; it is no coincidence that the 
city limits is spitting distance from the Port 
Royal property line. Now twenty years later 
this vote is really all about the same bucket 
of Island money which would have been 
redirected in the latest attempt to jam the 
round peg into the square downtown hole. 
The numbers tell the tale. Here they are for 
2022.

By the numbers…
$215 million in hotel revenue across the city
$20 million of that came from Mustang 
Island
$33 million of that came from the 78418 zip 
code
$25 million of that came from Airbnb (90% 
of which comes from The Island)
$73 million total hotel business generated 
by Island businesses
$40 million in hotel revenue HOT from 
downtown
$145 million in hotel revenue from Port 
Aransas
Short-term rentals are up 50% in 2019-
2022. 
Our HOT generates about $20 million per 
year and The Island accounts for just under 
half of that.
That is the world we live in.

Now what?
So what is next? The first question is how 
to stop the bleeding at the current American 
Bank Center and that question I suspect 
will be front and center in the city election 
cycle we are now in. In the Proposition A 
plan and in the plan launched in 2022 that 
has led us to where we are there has been 
no consideration of using any of the HOT 
money to fund any facility on The Island. 

Now that Prop A is out of the way maybe 
that can change.

A twenty-year cycle
In the twenty years since the ABC was 
built the convention business has changed. 
The mega-conventions are going to the 
largest cities which we cannot compete 
with. The 40,000-sized conventions are not 
coming here but there is a market niche 
for us in smaller gatherings which fit with 
where The Island is already going. Just 
look around us. There are two $1 billion 
developments already underway and both 
will have a hotel with some version of con-
vention space which would have been in 
competition with a partially public funded 
downtown hotel if Prop A had passed. Why 
not consider a public-private partnership 
with either or both? What is needed on The 
Island is a conference center with about 
20,000 square-feet of space on the gulf 
beach and as we recalibrate what to do 
next that should be on the table. 
The city has a contract with the Texas 
General Land Office to develop the land 
between Packery Channel and Zahn Road 
north of the channel. There is also 80 acres 
of privately-owned land directly south of 
the channel just north of the Michael J. 
Ellis Seawall which will be connected to 
both the Lake Padre and the Whitecap NPI 
developments by pedestrian and carts paths 
once the Island Mobility Plan is in place. 
And don’t forget that the city has an agree-
ment that has been in place since 2000 that 
gives it control of the strip of land that runs 
along the south side of Packery Channel 
which could be made use of as public 
space running from the beach all the way 
to Lake Padre. 
What we saw from Prop A is that there is 
somewhere north of $1.4 billion in funds in 
play, about half of which would have been 
used to cover cost overruns at the planned 
convention center hotel, that we can use to 
build our tourist base and fund convention 
and visitor facilities. If the political class 
is dead set on putting a convention facility 
downtown then at least carve out some of 
that money and put something on Padre 
Island where much of the money is already 
coming from; an idea that up until this 
point has had zero discussion. 
Let’s put Prop A behind us and look at it 
as a new chance to get this right. Clearly 
something has to be done to the ABC and 
that is a policy question best suited for 
the upcoming election cycle, but as we do 
that let’s talk to the developers of the two 
Island projects who are already investing 
money here and see if there is a way to 
work together. Our tourist industry in the 
Coastal Bend has always been a three-
legged stool – Port Aransas, Padre Island, 
and downtown with the tourism business 
on The Island the goose that laid the gold-
en egg. This is a chance to feed the goose a 
little grain instead of relocating the golden 
egg. This is our second chance in twenty 
years to get it right and our political class 
wanted to make the same mistake we made 
twenty years ago and the voters bailed 
them out. 
Any plan going forward needs to include 
The Island. 

Senior Moments Special to the Island 
Moon

Dotson’s Note: Veterans Day is the day to 
pay our respects to those who have served. 
For one day, we stand united in respect for 
our veterans. This holiday started as a day 
to reflect upon the heroism of those who died 
in our country’s service and was originally 
called Armistice Day. It fell on Noember11th 
because that is the anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Armistice that ended World War I. 
However, in 1954, the holiday was changed 
to “Veterans Day” in order to account for 
all veterans in all wars. Thanks to all of you 
Moon Monkeys who contributed the facts 
contained in this report. The photo is from 
the Peggy Aoyama Lewis Collection.

Tokyo Japan-November 11, 1949

A Military Veteran 

We left home as teenagers or in our early 
twenties for an unknown adventurer. We 
loved our country enough to defend it and 
protect it with our own lives. We said good-
bye to friends and family, and everything 
we knew. We learned the basics and then we 
scattered in the wind to the far corners of the 
earth. 
We found new friends and new family. We 
became brothers and sisters regardless of 
color, race or creed. We had plenty of good 
times, and plenty of bad times. We didn’t 
get enough sleep. We smoked and drank 
too much. We picked up both good and bad 
habits. We worked hard and played harder. 
We didn’t earn a great wage. We experi-
enced the happiness of mail call and the 
sadness of missing importance events. We 
didn’t know when, or even if, we were ever 
going to see home again. We grew up fast, 
and yet somehow, we never grew up at all. 
We fought for our freedom, as well as the 
freedom of others. 
Some of saw actual combat, some of us 
didn’t  Some of us saw the world and some 
of us didn’t.
Some of us delt with physical warfare, most 
delt with psychological warfare. We have 
seen and experienced and delt with things 
that we can’t fully describe, or explain, as 
not all of our sacrifices were physical. 
We participated in time honored ceremonial 
rituals with each other, strengthening our 
bonds and camaraderie. We counted on each 
other to get our job done and sometimes to 
survive it at all. 
We have delt with victory and tragedy. We 
have celebrated and mourned, we lost a 
few along the way. When our adventure 
was over, some us went back home, some 
of started somewhere new and some of 
us never came home at all. We have told 
amazing and hilarious stories of our exploits 
and adventures. We share an unspoken bond 
with each other, that most people don’t 
experience, and few will understand. 
We speak highly of our own branch of 
service, and poke fun at the other branches. 
We know however, that, if needed, we will 
be there for our brothers and stand together 
in a heartbeat.
 Being a veteran is something that has to be 
earned, and can never be taken away. It has 
no monetary value, but at the same time it 
is a priceless gift. People see a veteran and 
they thank them for their service. When we 
see each other, we give a little upwards head 
nod, or a slight smile, knowing that we have 
shared and experienced things that most 
people have not. So, from myself to the rest 

of the veterans out there, you are commend-
ed and thanked you for all that you have 
done and sacrificed for our country. Try to 
remember the good times and make peace 
with the bad times, share your stories. But 
most importantly, stand tall, and proud, for 
you have earned the right to be called a 
VETERAN. 

Dotson’s Other Note: To be a Military 
Veteran, an individual must have served 
in the United States Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard or a 
reserve component thereof. An individual 
may also be eligible if he or she was on 
full-time duty as a commissioned officer 
of the Regular or Reserve Corps of the 
Public Health Service or on full-time duty 
as a commissioned officer of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
or its predecessor organization the Coast 
and Geodetic Survey. Service can be for any 
length of time but must be more than just for 
training. The regulation requires that the 
individual applying for Veteran’s status has 
been discharged or released from the mili-
tary under other than a dishonorable status. 
Created October 2019 – Page 3 NOTE: 
There is a separate designation found in 
the Beneficiary Identification and Records 
Locator Subsystem (BIRLS) called “DVA” 
for “Dishonorable for VA Purposes.” While 
the word dishonorable is used in the defi-
nition, it does not refer to a discharge from 
military service. Consequently, an individ-
ual would not be disqualified as a Veteran 
on the basis of a DVA designation. To verify 
Veteran status, CVE generally requests the 
applicant to provide official documentation 
from the military such as an individual’s 
DD-214 form. A letter of explanation will 
not satisfy this requirement. Helpful Hints: 
• Net Federal Active Service: If the time 
reflected on the DD-214 is less than basic 
training (approximately 8 weeks), then the 
individual may need to provide additional 
documentation showing that the net service 
time was for other than training. • A person 
without active-duty time who was injured 
during training may still qualify as a Veter-
an. • If a member of the National Guard or 
Reservist unit was activated for training but 
was not called to Federal active duty, that 
person will not qualify unless he or she was 
disabled from a disease or injury incurred 
or aggravated in the line of duty. • If a 
call to active duty was issued by Executive 
Order of the President but actual activation 
occurred by order of a state governor as 
opposed to the President, (i.e., attending to 
riots, call for hurricane disaster relief aid, 
etc.), that is considered State active duty, 
not Federal active duty, and therefore would 
not qualify. FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  
The weekly Veterans Round Table meetings 
are on Thursdays 9-11AM.  All veterans, 
their families and anyone interested in 
veterans’ activities, are invited. The meeting 
location is at Del Mar College, Center for 
Economic Development, 3209 S. Staples. 
(Across from Ray High School). Also, the 
Veterans Radio Round Table is on the air 
on KEYS AM 1440 & 98.7 FM, 8 – 10 a.m., 
Saturdays.  Please listen and call in or text.  
The listener/text line is: 361-882-5397. It’s 
your two hours; please let us hear from you.  
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 Pat Dunn, left, & duck hunters on Padre one hundred years ago. 
 Greg Smith collection

Pat Dunn’s picture in the Texas 
Capitol.

Map from original permit issued 
February 1, 1977 allowing for the 

dredging of Island canals.  It requires 
water exchange under Park Road 22 

at a location near the intersection 
of PR 22 and Cruiser Street where 

the original design placed the water 
exchange culverts. That location was 

later determined by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to be too near 

Whitecap Boulevard to allow for the 
prevailing southeast wind to provide 
enough fetch and reach to push water 

under the roadway and into Island 
canals on the west side and the location 

was moved to the current site of the 
Don Patricio Bridge.

Box culverts required for water 
exchange under PR 22 in original 
Corps of Engineers permit issued 

February 1, 1977.

Three Flamingos by Felisa Wallace

Standing out in a crowd By Lu Ann Kingsbury
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think they discussed the advantages of two 
cycle vs. four cycle outboards either, their 
boats looks to be four oared powered.

Spoonbill feathers and fashionites…
Although in the picture Pat was greeting the 
hunting party on the bank of the Packery, he 
was more of a conservationist than a hunter.  
Being Irish he had a lot of politician in him.  
He was Chairman of the Nueces County 
Democratic Party before being elected to 
State Representative for Nueces County in 
1911.  Even though he was a rookie in the 
legislature he was a political veteran, having 
supported such political luminaries as future 
Vice President John “Cactus Jack” Garner.  
Arriving in Austin he was appointed to the 
Game and Fish committee on Game and 
Fisheries.  There Pat was able to represent 
not only the two legged folks of his dis-
trict but the feathered variety also.  At that 
time there was a big market in feathers, 
with birds of color being slaughtered at an 
alarming rate to decorate the hats of East 
Coast fashionites, to keep them up with the 
latest styles.  

Pat’s first order of business was carrying a 
bill to outlaw the sale of Roseate Spoonbill 
feathers, stopping the shooting of those 
beautiful magenta birds.  In 1913 he was 
appointed Chairman of the Game and Fish-
eries Committee with the next battle being 
the “Oyster Interests.” Oyster fishing was 
big business then and what is now Parks 
and Wildlife was then the Game, Fish and 
Oyster Commission.  The Oyster lobby felt 
that the brown pelicans were eating just 
too many oysters and their solution was to 
wipe them out. Luckily the pelicans had a 
champion in Chairman Dunn.  Quoted from 
the State Topic in April 1913,  “Col. Bill 
Sterett, Fish, Game and Oyster Commis-
sioner, and Mr. Gibson, the Corpus Christi 
fish and oyster shipper, didn’t succeed at 
the late session of the Legislature in putting 
the pelican off the face of the earth, but they 
gave the “beauteous bird” with the “dainty 

feet” a scare that will make him confine 
his depredations to Padre Island for many 
a day to come, where he will at least have 
a friend in the Hon. P. F. Dunn, the noble 
Duke of Padre.”

After serving three terms in Austin repre-
senting Nueces and surrounding counties 
Pat chose not to run for another term, 
rather concentrating his time on the Dunn 
Ranch whose herd and camps had just 
been devastated by the 1916 hurricane.  
One legacy that was not to be for Pat was 
Dunn County, named for him but dissolved 
before it became official in those rough 
and tumble days of South Texas politics.

Back to today’s times for those that 
enjoyed the pitter-patter of shot gun shot 
falling on houses and yards by hunters that 
ignored the 1000 foot shooting ban, catho-
lic Pat had a saying for those few ignora-
muses that give all hunters a bad name, 
“Put the Pope in a hunting jacket and you 
will turn him into a son of a b***h.”

with the Padre Isles Property Owners 
Association to connect the new canals now 
nearing completion to the existing canals 
through the removal of the sand barrier 
now in place. The PIPOA board is currently 
awaiting the results of a water flow study 
before making a decision, see the column 
by PIPOA President Drew Diggins in this 
issue. Diggins said this week he expects to 
have the results of the latest study soon but 
no firm date has been set.
Jennifer L. Hoff, Senior Vice-President of 
Public Affairs for Diamond Beach Hold-
ings, LLC., developer of the Whitecap 
North Padre Island project said this week 
that no agreement with the PIPOA to con-
nect the canals has been reached. 

A fifty-year process
The effort to connect the new canal from the 
bridge to the existing Island canals is baked 
into the corps permitting process which 
goes back 50 years to a time when the land 
on both sides of Park Road 22 was owned 
by a single owner and construction on both 
sides Park Road 22 was covered by a single 
Corps of Engineers permit. That changed in 
1985 when the land was still under common 
ownership but the permitting process was 
split by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The permit now held by Lange’s company 
which led to the construction of the water 
exchange bridge was originally connected 
to the permit that allowed for the digging 
of the original canals in Island subdivisions 
and that permit was first issued to Padre 
Island Investment Corp. in 1973 and was 
renewed every five years through Decem-
ber, 1988.  
According to corps’ records it was extended 
February 1, 1977 through December 15, 
1982, and again on April 22, 1986 through 
December 31, 1988. However, on June 25, 
1985 when the Padre Isles Property Owners 
Association filed to extend the permit for 
the digging of Packery Channel as well as 
the permit covering the Island canal system 
which called for the canals to be connect-
ed to the Gulf of Mexico through culverts 
under Park Road 22 the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers informing them they lacked 
standing to alter the Packery Channel 
dredging permit, now held by Lange, and to 
“contact the permittee and arrange for him 
to apply for an amendment to revise the wa-
ter quality conditions” in Island canals. This 
is when the permitting process for dredging 
Packery Channel and Lake Padre now held 
by Lang’s company and permitting for the 
Island canals and bulkheads west of Park 
Road 22 separated requiring the PIPOA to 
extend its permit independently with the 
permit language requiring circulation of 
water from Packery Channel through resi-
dential canals as the underlying requirement 
of its regular extension.  The latest five-year 
extension found in Corps records expired in 
2014, according to a check of corps files. 
The requirements listed in the 1985 permit 
reads as follows: If the water quality within 
the canal system dredged after Decem-
ber 31, 1976, cannot be corrected within 
10 days, then those waters not meeting 
dissolved oxygen criteria and other water 
quality criteria shall…be isolated from the 
receiving waters. If the water quality within 
in the canal system…cannot be corrected…

these waters not meeting dissolved oxygen 
criteria shall…be isolated from the receiv-
ing waters by a suitable method, such as 
construction of double-leaf boat locks, or 
an acceptable alternative, at points between 
the canals and receiving water.
The permit also requires the PIPOA to 
create fund for “setting aside 10% of the 
property assessment collected by the Asso-
ciation and be known as the Water Quality 
Fund.” The 1985 permit began the require-
ment that the PIPOA monitor water quality 
in the canals prior to their connection to 
water from the Gulf of Mexico through 
Packery Channel, and finally through the 
culverts under Park Road 22 (changed to 
an open channel in 2004). This originated 
the regular testing of water quality in Island 
canals which is still in place today. The 
remedy for poor water quality set down in 
the permit was a connection to the water 
exchange culverts under Park Road 22 
which is now under discussion. 
See the graphs in this issue from the origi-
nal Corps of Engineers permit.
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Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

By Dotson Lewis

Did I Tell You About The Time?
By Andy Purvis

spaghetti while standing on his head would 
have had little on Casey Stengel today,” 
opined Harold Kaese of the Boston Globe. 
“Stengel stood strategy on its head, kicked 
it on the shins, and tickled its ribs – but, 
as usual, he was the winner.” “Stengel had 
called on a left-handed pitcher to stop three 
long-ball-hitting right-handed batsmen and 
… had got away with it.”

The incredible 1951 New York Giants 
season had ended with high drama, a fitting 
conclusion to a memorable campaign. “We 
would have been in real trouble if it had 
gone down to a seventh game,” confessed 
DiMaggio. “All my years in baseball I 
never saw a ball club come back with so 
much fight.” 
While some lamented what might have 
changed had Don Mueller been healthy 
enough to have played,16 others with 
more perspective realized that the Giants, 
while falling to the Yankees in the Series, 
ultimately triumphed over the Bombers in 
the annals of the most memorable teams in 
baseball history.
 Dotson’s Note: Since I have a little space 
left, I thought you Moon Monkeys who are 
diehard Astro fans might need to be remind-
ed “How about them rangers?” Thanks to 
Anthony Castrovince, for the facts con-
tained in this report and to my friend Cliff 
Fagen, from Arlington Texas for the photos.

Rangers Earn Crown! 
This 2023 triumph is the first World Series 
championship for the Texas Rangers fran-
chise, which had previously been MLB’s 
oldest team without a ring. But let the 
record show that with their 5-0 victory over 
the D-backs in Game 5 on Wednesday 
night at Chase Field, the Rangers also made 
history of another sort.
Having entered the postseason as the Amer-
ican League’s fifth seed (AKA second Wild 
Card), Texas tied -- with Bruce Bochy’s 
2014 Giants! -- as the lowest playoff seed 
to win the World Series. Additionally, the 
Rangers have the sixth-lowest regular-sea-
son win total (90) for a World Series winner 
in a 162-game season.

These facts are sure to trigger the tradition-
alists, who prefer we go back to a (much 
more boring) time when the teams with the 
best records in each league advanced di-
rectly to the World Series. They’ll criticize 
the newly crowned champions as a product 
purely of the expanded postseason format.
The wide-open nature of an expanded post-
season is a feature, not a bug. And we’re 
here to tell you that anybody who paid a 
lick of attention to the 2023 MLB season 
knows this Rangers team is not a fluke. 
Low though their seed might have been, the 
Rangers are real champions who went out 
and earned it. 
“I’ve said all year that I thought they were 
the best team in the American League,” 
said Arizona closer Paul Sewald, who spent 
most of the season with the Rangers’ AL 
West-rival Mariners. “When they’re at their 
best, that lineup comes at you, and they did 
a great job. They’re deserving champions.”

Dotson Lewis & Me Nolan’s

Dotson Lewis
Dotson’s Note: The Yankees were just three 
outs from a third consecutive championship, 
but Sain was fading. Stanky, Dark (a bunt), 
and Lockman singled to start the ninth. For 
the second inning in a row, the Giants had 
loaded the bases, this time with none out.  
Thanks to Bill Morgan, Len Levin, Mark 
S. Sternman, Arthur Daley, The New York 
Times, and Red Smith for the facts con-
tained in this report and to Bill Morgan for 
the photos. 

With right-handers Irvin and Bobby Thom-
son due up, Stengel went to his bullpen 
for what the New York Times labeled 
“perhaps as deep and mystifying a piece of 
managerial strategy as any world series has 
seen,”7 calling on the left-handed Kuzava, 
a June 1951 trade acquisition from the 
Washington Senators.
In part-time action, Kuzava had recorded 
five saves for the Yankees, only one off 
the team lead, suggesting that Stengel had 
confidence in the 28-year-old veteran.
“Kuzava frankly admitted he was ner-
vous,”8 “but Stengel gambled with … 
Kuzava, because of his control. ‘Get it over. 
Make ’em hit it in the air. We’ll get ’em 
out,’ Casey told Kuzava.”9
The first batter Kuzava faced, Irvin, hit 
a deep fly to Woodling in left. All three 
runners advanced, with Stanky scoring the 
Giants’ second run of the game. Inexplica-
bly, Woodling threw to third to try to nab 
Dark, allowing Lockman, the tying run, to 
take second.
Thomson was next, seven days after his 
“Shot Heard ’Round The World” home run, 
under almost identical circumstances, had 
rallied the Giants to victory in the NL play-
off. He fell just short this time, although his 
sacrifice fly to Woodling cut the lead to 4-3.
An out from defeat but a hit from a likely 
tie, Durocher called back left-handed Hank 
Thompson, seeking the platoon advantage 
with Yvars, a 27-year-old backup catcher 
who had hit .317 in 50 plate appearances in 
1951.  
Yvars acquitted himself admirably with 
an opposite-field liner, but Bauer in right 
made an “amazing catch” to end the World 
Series.10
“I thought for a while I wouldn’t make it,” 
Bauer admitted afterward. “I lost it in the 
shadows. I was playing him shallow. But 
[I] started running with the crack of the 
bat. Even so, I had to leg it like all get-out 
and wound up sitting down to make the 
catch, skidding along the ground. I knew 
I couldn’t let that one get past me and 
didn’t.”11
Durocher graciously praised Bauer’s glove 
work: “He made a great catch. And he 
couldn’t have made it if the ball had been 
six inches shorter or a foot to either side and 
not directly at him.”12
In his first three years as manager of the 
Yankees, Stengel had skippered his squad 
to Series wins over the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
Philadelphia Phillies, and now the Giants, 
highlighted by a bravura use of his bull-
pen in Game Six. “A man eating a plate of 

1951 World Series-Yankees & 
Giants Game 6 -Part 2 Plus 2023 

Texas Rangers

Sports

I originally wrote this 
article about my dear friend Dotson Lewis 
several years ago.  It’s worth sharing again.  
Most of you Moon Monkeys have come to 
enjoy his writing style as I have.  So, for 
those of you who remember, you’re welcome 
and those who are reading this for the first 
time-Enjoy.  . 

This guy’s got more stories than Uncle 
Remus.  He’s traveled all over the world, 
met most of your sports heroes and mine, 
and is still going strong at 88 years old.  
He has also become a dear friend.  I once 
accused him of being the spitting image of 
Red Sox Hall-of-Fame infielder Bobby Do-
err and he said, “How did you know I used 
his model bat?”  Known as a teacher, an 
excellent writer, and a fine speaker, he does 
not know the meaning of the word “shy.”  
This fellow owns a quick wit, a mind as 
sharp as a tack, and he’s such a pleasure to 
spend time with.  He has served his country 
and has been decorated; a true honorable 
patriot.  Dotson G. Lewis, Jr. was born in 
Gunner, Texas, but grew up in Northwest 
Arkansas.  His hero was his father. He now 
lives here with us in Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dotson Lewis and I share a sports page in 
the Island Moon each week.  It was his idea.  
He also writes a weekly column called 
“Senior Moments.”  Dotson has earned 
two college degrees from the University of 
Texas at El Paso, in Education and Kine-
siology, but it doesn’t take long to know 
his heart belongs to sports and officiating.  
Dotson was the supervisor of the Southwest 
Officials Association from 1977-1995.
From 2002-present, Dotson has taught 
many different classes at Del Mar College 
and continues to do so.  His most prized 
publications include the annual CCA Foot-
ball Mechanics Manuals and the NCAA 
Football Rules Illustrated Manuals, both 
written from 1987-1995.  His achievements 
are many.  I will list a few to highlight his 
incredible journey.  In 1950-51, Dotson 
received the Korean Service Medal with 5 
Battle Stars.  He was also chosen as the Eu-
ropean Sportsman of the Year in 1967 and 
received the U.S. Army Legion of Merit in 
1968.  Dotson is a member of several Halls 
of Fame including the College Football 
Officiating Hall of Fame in 1995, the El 
Paso Texas Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999, 
and the Japanese-American Football Hall of 
Fame.  He also received the Corpus Christi, 
Texas, Greatest Generation Award in 2008.  
Along the way, I made it a point to meet 
with him on Fridays for lunch.  Little did 
he know I was taking notes, so this article 
is supposed to be a surprise?  Dotson also 
spends some time each Thursday afternoon 
on the radio air waves with the sports talk 
radio show known as “The Benchwarmers” 
on ESPN 1440 KEYS.  One of his favorite 
things to say is “Did I tell you about the 
time?”  Dotson knows I’m a baseball fan, 
especially concerning the history of the 
game, including the Negro Leagues.  I have 
quite a few stories of my own, but here are 
a few of the stories Dotson has shared with 
me.
 “I met Satchel Paige on three or four 
different occasions,” said Dotson Lewis.  
“Around 1942, I was playing in the old Ban 
Johnson League and we were barnstorming.  
During one game against a Negro League 
Team of All Stars, after watching Paige 
warm up, I said to my teammates, ‘I can 
hit this guy; I’ll just wait for his curve-
ball.’  Well, when it came my turn to bat, 
old Satch threw that curveball and it was 
unbelievable how much it broke.  I bailed 
out of the batter’s box and catcher Josh 
Gibson said, ‘You better stand in there, son.’  
I was also learning to chew tobacco at the 
time and had just placed a wad of “Brown 
Mule” between my cheek and gum.  As I 
leaned over the plate closer, the next pitch 
was not a curve and it didn’t break.  Being 
a right-handed hitter, the ball hit me behind 
my left ear above my jaw.  I swallowed that 
chaw of tobacco and it made me sick for 
two or three days afterward.  Not only was 
I lucky I didn’t get hurt badly, but I never 
chewed tobacco again,” laughed Dotson.
“I was signed by Freddy Haun of the St. 
Louis Cardinals,” said Dotson.  “I attended 
Spring Training with the Columbus Red-
birds.  Shortstop Marty Marion kept me out 
of Sportsman’s Park,” said Dotson.  “I could 
hit as well as him, but he could really go 
in the hole and catch those ground balls.”  
Dotson ended up playing Minor League ball 
against a team from Joplin, Missouri, who 
had a kid named Mickey Mantle.  “During 
practice, Mantle threw the best knuckleball 
I’ve ever seen,” said Dotson.
“One time in Memphis, during a Texas 
League game, a low-flying Cessna plane 
was circling the field when a pop fly lodged 
in the airplane’s landing gear.  The umpire 

ruled it a home run, because when the 
ball was last seen, it was in fair territory,” 
laughed Dotson.  
“It was 1955 and I had just returned from 
overseas.  I was stationed at Fort Devens, 
Massachusetts,” said Dotson.  Fort Devens 
is located about 32 miles west of Boston.  
Curt Gowdy was the radio voice of the Red 
Sox at that time, and this was also where 
Dotson met Red Auerbach, the coach of 
the Boston Celtics.  “A fellow by the name 
of Karl Benson called and said he needed 
a referee for a football game.  I think a 
good friend of mine named Dallas Shirley 
suggested me to Benson,” said Dotson.  
Shirley had officiated over 2,000 basketball 
games during his 33-year career, including 
the 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome, Italy.  
“Dallas was one of the first NBA officials 
and was inducted into the Pro Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 1980.  He was buried with 
a whistle in his hand,” said Dotson.  “The 
game turned out to be Syracuse at Holy 
Cross.  I noticed that Syracuse had a kid that 
could really run the football, but he didn’t 
block all that well.  I think he scored two 
or three times on long runs.  I do remember 
it was not a very tough game to officiate.  
I thought to myself, if this kid ever learns 
to block, he is going to be a great football 
player.  That fellow turned out to be Jim 
Brown,” exclaimed Dotson.  Syracuse won 
49-9 over #13-ranked Holy Cross.
I asked Dotson who was the greatest high 
school player he had ever officiated.  “One 
night, I refereed a high school game in 
Tyler, Texas.  They had a kid named Earl 
Campbell,” said Dotson.  “I thought he was 
the best linebacker in the State of Texas.”  
“I’ll tell you a little known story,” said 
Dotson.  “Basketball Coach Hank Iba had 
his wallet stolen after the USA team lost to 
Russia in the 1972 Olympics.  He figured 
there was nothing he could do about it.”
“Oh, I’ve run Bobby Knight five or six 
times over the years,” said Dotson smiling.  
“I fired NFL official Red Cashion and 
trained current NFL official Ed Hochuli, 
otherwise known as ‘Papa Touchdown,’” 
said Dotson. 
Dotson once officiated a Globetrotters game 
in Japan.  “There were 103,000 people in 
the stands and no one clapped,” said Dot-
son.  “Curly Neal asked me, ‘What’s wrong 
with these people?’”
I’ve tried to imagine what a poker game 
would look like at Dotson’s house, if he 
could invite his dearest friends.  They are 
as follows:  General Douglas MacArthur, 
who presented Dotson with an award (gold 
watch) in 1948; Audie Murphy--“He and 
I were in the same outfit in the Army, but 
not at the same time,” said Dotson.  They 
met when Murphy was shooting a movie 
in France and Germany.  “Joe Paterno was 
a good friend and a great guy; what a sad 
ending,” exclaimed Dotson.  Darrell Royal 
and Bill Clinton would round out the group.  
“Darrell Royal was a great teacher and 
coach; there was nothing phony about him,” 
said Dotson.  Bill Clinton--Dotson was on a 
committee with him when he was the Gov-
ernor of Arkansas.  “He was a pain in the 
neck,” laughed Dotson.  You can add names 
like Don Haskins, Charlie O. Finley, and 
Gil Brandt.  “I once helped Tex Schramm 
with the overtime rules of the NFL,” stated 
Dotson.
I believe we all take a little bit of everyone 
with us, with whom we come in contact, 
and in return, they take a piece of us with 
them.  If we surround ourselves with good 
people, we can’t help but become a good 
person.  Dotson was kind enough to write 
the foreword for my book entitled Secrets 
of Greatness and has sat with me on several 
occasions during book signing events.  So, 
next time you read the sports page in the 
Island Moon or find your radio dial on 1440 
KEYS, check out my friend Dotson Lewis.  
They don’t make guys like this anymore.  I 
have been blessed to be able to move in his 
circles.  

Andy Purvis
purvis.andy@mygrande.net

www.purvisbooks.com
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By Jay Gardner
On the Rocks

The smaller size of the DOA 3” CAL 
SHAD and it’s perfect action has made 
it the bait of choice this week with reds 
and trout. This red came from the side 

of the ICW.

LOOK AT THIS GIANT SPECKLED 
TROUT !! We landed this fish along the 

King Ranch Shoreline this week in 4’ 
of water. The DOA 3” CAL SHAD was 

the lure of choice all day long!

Big stringers this time of year, let’s find YOUR DAY!

Dan and Jay catching Redfish at the South Packery Jetty

Backwater  Adventures
By Joey  Farah
Farah’s Fishing Adventures

Tides of the Week

November 10, 2023

When I first started down the career path 
that I’m currently on, the Nueces Coun-
ty Judge was Richard Borchard, Martha 
Stewart went to jail, and President Reagan 
passed away.  The engineering shop I was 
working for was doing mainly infrastruc-
ture (streets, drainage, etc.) but the depart-
ment I worked for was starting to get into 
development work, especially on Mustang 
Island.  At that time, nothing had been built 
on Mustang Island for almost 20 years 
(except for a few houses in La Concha).  A 
new client, Kevin, walked in the door, and 
was looking to do something new on the 
Island.  He had an airplane that he traveled 
around in that could get in and out of the 
Mustang Airport near Island Moorings and 
had made a ton of money on the east coast 
as an electricity provider.

A cantankerous, large man with a 
toothless grin

Years before, there were several horse-rid-
ing stables in Port Aransas, and one was 
owned by Roy Graham, who was a can-
tankerous, large man with a toothless grin 
who sometimes wore a pistol on his hip and 
really didn’t play by too many rules.  The 
city had pushed his operation farther down 
Mustang Island simply by “outgrowing its 
britches” he would tell us.  While he was 
a bit rough around the edges, he really did 
like to see “city slickers” riding his tired old 
nags.  It was hard not to like him.

Roy’s operation at the time was situated just 
to the north of the small blue water tower 
on the right headed to Port A, right next to 
the City of Corpus Christi Beach Opera-
tions facility and City Firehouse #16.  He 
was winding down with his operation, but 
was looking at one more move, as he was 
being pushed out yet again by development.  
He found the Walters tract south of Beach 
Access Rd 6, and then our client Kevin 
made him an offer he couldn’t refuse.  Roy 
sold the tract to Kevin for a fair price, and 
we were pretty sure Roy had never imag-
ined that he would have that much money 
in his life.  Roy moved his operation, and 
we got started working on what is now 
Island Park Estates.  This was 2004-2005, 
pushing twenty years ago.  I guess I’m just 
feeling nostalgic lately.

Island Outdoors

    It’s not really cold yet, and fish are doing 
the same thing we are with every swing of 
the wind from the north. The last cool down 
was definitly felt we all grabbed too many 
jackets and broke out the space heaters. 
In a few months on these 50-degree days, 
we will be running errands and saying 
it’s spring time again! Our gamefish were 
shocked as well, but not acclimated. They 
fed hard as the temperatures dropped and 
stayed dormant for one day then quickly 
turned into eating machines!  
 
     When water temperatures really fall 
and stay low gamefish will fall into deeper 
water for protection. This last cold front did 
not push bait deep, nor predictor species. 
We looked in many deep holes while it was 
cold and all we could find was scattered bait 
and very few game fish on my HUMMN-
BIRD SONAR. So we slid out to the deeper 
flats between three and five feet deep with 
scattered grass and sand and started finding 
quality trout mixed with a few bonus reds 
right away. Our gamefish moved from one 

level to another with the temperature drop 
but did not move out of the flats at all.  
 
     Looking ahead to this weekend’s front, 
looks to be similar but not as strong. Stay in 
that magical fall fishing depth of four feet of 
water with mixed sand pockets. A 1/4 ounce 
DOA JIG HEAD with soft plastics is the 
best way to relax, catch fish, learn, cast far, 
and keep contact with your lure.  
The King Ranch Shoreline has some great 
water quality right now and plenty of game-
fish along the break in the bottom. Drifting 
short drifts over this transition zone has put 
one to two keeper fish in the box each drift. 
Ten short drifts and you have built one heck 
of a box!  
 
     TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIME 
OF YEAR AND A WINTER TIME DIS-
COUNT! $150 off all remaining November 
and December open dates. Come learn and 
enjoy some great fishing. Follow and like 
all of our catches on FACEBOOK AT JOEY 
FARAHS BACKWATER FISHING!

Public Improvement District
Anyhoo, Janet dropped me a line the other 
day (thanks!) asking “what is a Public 
Improvement District?”  A PID is created 
by the city and pays for public infrastructure 
that benefits the public-use property within 
the PID.  A PID resembles a Tax Incremental 
Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) but is site spe-
cific, and only succeeds if the development 
within it succeeds.  A PID does not affect 
city taxes and it actually improves the city 
tax collections based on new construction 
within the PID that typically have higher 
development standards than the minimum 
city standards.  Basically, developments 
within a PID are of higher quality, and these 
include public amenities such as parks, kay-
ak launches, canal walks, walking trails, and 
yes golf cart paths.  It benefits people living 
within the community, and also increases 
the quality of life of people living in the 
community around them.  

There are PID’s in every major Texas city, 
and they do a variety of things.  There is one 
in Park Glen in Ft. Worth that does land-
scaping, common area maintenance, holiday 
decorations, public improvements, capital 
improvements, and security enhancements.  
The assessment for that particular PID is 
$.155 on residential properties per $100 of 
assessed value (not market).  I’m not sure 
what the equivalent would be say, in Bara-
taria Bay because of the way it’s assessed 
here, but I’m sure someone with enough fin-
gers and toes can ‘cipher it out.  In addition, 
Ft. Worth has a “Tourism PID” that includes 
all hotels that have more than 100 rooms, 
and that charge is 2% of the room charge.  
That PID puts the money into conventions, 
leisure and sports tourism, and things like 
community arts grants.  An additional hotel 
tax that stays local, which I think that’s what 
our Convention of Visitors Bureau and many 
hoteliers are already starting to do around 
here.  Good stuff!

Well folks, I’ve gone a little long again this 
week, there’s a lot going on that I didn’t 
even get to mention.  All good.  The weath-
er looks less than ideal this weekend, so 
it might be time to start making that win-
ter-time chore list.  Boo!  Drop me a line 
at tarponchaser@mail.com and I’ll see you 
next week On the Rocks.

Red Headed Ducks By Marvin Orellano
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Nature Notes Going Native

The Fern Spike
By Ed Proffitt

American Woodcocks have eyes set high on their heads so that they can see 360 
degrees around themselves. Photo by Sue Heath

Sabal Texana or Mexicana 

Ten years ago these Archamedes Screws moved the water at Schlitterbahn.
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Have you heard of a Timberdoodle?
By Susan A. Heath

Going Native – Sabal texana or S. Mexi-
cana as per North Carolina State U. (Texas 
sabal palm)
By Ed Proffitt
I get a lot of questions about palm trees.  
Are they native?  Can coconut palms persist 
here? That sort of thing. First, there are 
several palms native to various parts of 
Texas but the only one native to our coastal 
zone is the Texas sabal palm (Sabal texana). 
Some taxonomists describe this species as 
S. mexicana but I’ll let them fight that out---
as in my experience life is much too short to 
argue with plant taxonomists! They can be 
a rough bunch. You don’t want to meet one 
in a dark alley if they’re armed with a thick 
taxonomic key, or worse, one of their own 
papers on the subject in question.
Coconut palms are native to the Caribbean, 
according to most reports, and perhaps the 
Florida Keys and have been introduced into 
Texas and other parts of Florida. Although 
coconut palms may do just fine in parts of 
south Florida where being surrounded by 
ocean on most sides buffers winter tempera-
tures, they tend to die out after a while in 
most parts of south Texas mostly because 
our winters are a bit colder. That said, they 
may persist for a good while on south Padre 
Island, but likely for a much shorter time in 
our neck of the “Island woods.” Some horti-
culturists also recommend various non-na-
tive palms (date palms, etc) but, hey, this is 
a NATIVE plant column, so my suggestion 
is to “go native”… now how did you know 
I was going to say that!
So, back to our sabal palm. This very nice 
native tree can typically grow to over 30 
feet in height, although they’re slow-grow-
ing so don’t hold your breath. I know, I 
know there are taller ones, but I think some 
of those are not really our S. texana but 
another closely related palm native to states 

east of here. But, I’m not a taxonomy-guy 
so wouldn’t want to say for sure without 
DNA testing, which, by the way in case 
you’re not sure on this point, I have no real 
interest in doing.
Sabal palms have been used by people 
for hundreds of years, perhaps thousands.  
The flower is pretty, and forms a hard 
fruit that is edible, although in my view 
not particularly tasty. I’ve seen reports of 
native Americans, and early settlers, in the 
southern U.S. chopping off a stalk with 
many fruits (nuts, in texture and flavor, 
actually) and walking for hours using 
those as a snack along  the way. I’ve tried 
it. When you’re in the middle of nowhere 
hiking through the wilderness, they’re 
ok.  But back at home…I’m going for a 
burger. The leaves, palm fronds, have been 
used as thatch for homes and animal pens. 
And, a variety of animals nest at the base 
of new or old fronds or use fruits as food, 
so there’s much value along the ‘fauna 
dimension.’
If you want to include this species in your 
yard, I recommend talking to your supplier 
to make sure it’s a native species and not 
some similar-looking species from Florida 
or South Carolina. You can likely buy 
seedlings, but larger trees are available too 
and they actually often establish better.  
If you get seeds, bury them a couple of 
inches in potting soil and allow soil to dry 
out between waterings.  Too much water 
may induce root-rot…which is as bad 
as it sounds. It may take a while before 
they germinate so don’t give up. Also, be 
careful with trimming old fronds! Those 
are part of nature but palms are sensitive 
to trunk damage so don’t let anyone with 
tree-spikes climb them…ladder only!
  Good luck and happy plantings!

In late December and through January, 
those of us in east Texas are treated to the 
display of the timberdoodle if we take 
the time to seek them out. Timberdoodle? 
That’s the colloquial name for the Amer-
ican Woodcock, a bird species that likes 
moist forests. Although they are taxonom-
ically considered a shorebird, you’ll never 
find one near the shore! 

They walk along the forest floor prob-
ing for earthworms with their specially 
designed bill which has a flexible tip. They 
sometimes rock their body back and forth 
stepping heavily with their front foot to get 
worms to move around in the soil, and if 
you ever see one out in the open you might 
see them walking this way. There are a lot 
of videos online showing this distinctive 
feature. Google it!

Their breeding range is the eastern U.S. and 
Canada as far south as central Florida, but 
in Texas they only breed in the far eastern 
part of the state. Their wintering range 
includes a larger area of Texas though and 
they can be found in winter along the coast 
almost to the Rio Grande River. They are 
fantastically camouflaged, making them 
hard to find unless you almost step on one 
when walking through the woods. They 
flush with a wing whir and are gone before 
your heart stops its frantic beating from the 
encounter. 

Near the end of December, they start get-
ting revved up for the breeding season and 
often you can see and hear them displaying 
at dusk until they depart for the breeding 
grounds in late January. The male gives a 
buzzy peent call over and over from the 
ground until he finally launches himself in 
an upward spiral that can reach 200-350 
feet. As he rises, his wings make a twit-
tering sound and then when he descends 
he makes a chirping noise before silently 
landing on his display area and starting the 
whole process over again. It is a fantastic 
thing to see! By February they have all 
departed for the breeding grounds and the 
show is over until next year.

American Woodcocks are plump and 
short-legged with very long straight bills. 
They have large heads, short necks, and 
short tails giving them a bulbous look, 
kind of like a ball of feathers. Their wings 

are broad and rounded compared to other 
shorebirds which supports their breeding 
display but also flight through forests 
where long wings would be a disadvan-
tage. 

They are similar to the Wilson’s Snipe 
(yes, there is a bird called a snipe!) but 
woodcocks have crown stripes going back 
and forth across the head while snipes have 
crown stripes going from back to front. 
Snipes also hang out in wetlands and mud-
dy spots in fields versus woods where you 
will find the woodcocks. 

Woodcocks have another feature that might 
be considered useful for all you parents out 
there. Their eyes are positioned high and 
near the back of their skull giving them a 
view of 360-degrees in the horizontal plane 
and 180-degees in the vertical plane. Pretty 
nice feature when you want to keep an eye 
on aerial predators while you’re probing 
the ground with your bill.

Woodcocks have a couple of other inter-
esting names including Labrador twister, 
night partridge, mudbat, and bog sucker. 
If you ever see one, you can yell out one 
of those names and I bet you’ll get some 
attention! But seriously – seek out the 
woodcock and see their fantastic display. 
It’s worth it!

The massive amounts of water that even-
tually flowed through the waterpark were 
moved by these large Archimedes Screws. 
Archimedes was born in 287 B.C. and 
lived in Syracuse, Sicily, where King Hiero 
II commissioned him to design a giant 
ship, the Syracusia, which would hold 600 
people and included a garden, a gym, and a 
temple dedicated to Aphrodite. Archimedes 
knew a ship that big would board water 
and he needed some way to get it out of the 
bilge. What he came up with is what you 
see here; a rotating screw inside a cylinder. 
It is believed to have been an improvement 
on a pump design used to water the Hang-
ing Gardens of Babylon. Later, in 1839 the 
first steamship with a screw propeller was 
named the SS Archimedes. 
 
Besides inventing the screw pump Archi-
medes is most remembered for something 

that likely would get him jail time or at 
least a mental evaluation these days. After 
being commissioned by King Hiero II to 
determine if a goldsmith had slipped some 
silver into the King’s supposedly golden 
crown. While sitting the bathtub Archime-
des noticed that as he went in the water lev-
el rose and he calculated a way to measure 
the density of an object by measuring the 
water it displaced.  Old Archimedes was a 
smart guy but maybe a little absentminded. 
He got so excited by his discovery he ran 
into the street and yelled, “Eureka! I have 
found it?” But what he didn’t find was his 
pants. Is his excitement he forgot to put any 
clothes on. 
But they forgave him because his calcula-
tions found that indeed the goldsmith had 
slipped some silver into the golden crown 
and when the King’s happy then every-
body’s happy.   

Archimedes Screws
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Business Briefs
By Mary Craft
mkay512@aol.com

Dr. Lauren Jensen, Optometrist will 
start seeing patients at her Island 
Family Eyecare practice on Thursdays 
and Fridays November 16th.  You can 
stop by the office Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm starting Monday, 
November 13th to have Haley Olvey 
set up an appointment for you or check 
on your insurance or call 529-7570. Dr. 
Jensen takes most insurances including 
Medicare, VSP, United Healthcare, 
Wellmed and Aetna. You can purchase, 
contact lenses, prescription glasses and 
sunglasses including Costa brand. The 
office is located at 14650 Compass 
Street. 

The Padre/Mustang Island Mobility 
Plan survey gives you an opportunity 
to give input on what streets should 
get sidewalks, bicycle lanes plus other 
mobility issues. Go to surveymonkey.
com/r/IslandMobility.

Celsita’s Restaurant will be closed 
starting  November 13th and will re-
open on Wednesday, November 29th.

Port Aransas Community The-
ater will hold auditions for the comedy 
“The Play that goes Wrong” on No-
vember 12 & 13. Auditions will consist 
of performing a memorized one-minute 
comedic monologue, as well as a cold 

read from the script. The cast consists of 
six male and two female roles. 

Frontage road between Jackfish and 
Commodores has been paved on the 
east side and now the other half is being 
worked on that will have a sidewalk. It 
is still one way going south.

Padre Landscapes is offering 20% off 
on all labor costs due to some recent ne-
gotiations that their sister company The 
Rock Depot made with its vendor and 
lowered the prices of lots of materials as 
well.

Give them a call at (361)949-6999 to get 
a quote that they think will beat quotes 
from other companies.

Padre Boat Tours will have special 
cruises for the La Posada Boat Parade 
on December 8 and 9. The tickets are 
$100/person with half the proceeds 
donated to the Toys for Tots. Call 252-
2510 for tickets or visit the website 
under the special events tab. The boat 
will be decorated and is seeking to win 
a trophy.

The Island Strategic Action Commit-
tee (ISAC) monthly meeting will be at 
Seashore Middle Academy on Monday, 
November 13th at 5:30 pm . There 
should be some updates on Island proj-
ects. Everyone is welcome.

Padre Island Art Gallery invites you 
to an Art Show and Reception with 
artist Wade Koniakowsky on Satur-
day, November 11th 6:30 - 8:30 pm. 
Wine and charcuterie boards will be 
served.  The gallery is now home to the 
works of 82 local artists. 

The Padre Island Enrichment club 
(PIE) annual PIE sale will be the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving 9 am  un-
til 11 am or until sold out which it 
always is.  These fresh baked pies will 
be sold from the Hardknocks patio this 
year. Funds raised go towards scholar-
ships for graduating Seniors who reside 
on Padre Island. This year four $2,500 
scholarships totaling $10,000 will be 
distributed.

Island Market IGA now carries 
D’Italiano Italian Bread. I made a re-
quest for it on their Facebook page and 
Presto! it’s on the shelf. Now I no lon-
ger need to go OTB to Walmart to get a 
loaf. You can also make your request on 
their website or in person.

Random Stuff

If you want to go somewhere that’s 
beautiful, laid-back and off the beaten 
path I recommend Bocas del Toro, Pan-
ama. It is a group of islands with water 
taxis scattered throughout and colorful 
waterfront restaurants. It is a great 
place for surfing, coral reef snorkeling, 
partying and dining. Surfers tell me it 
reminds them of Costa Rica before it 
was discovered. The non-stop Houston 
to Panama City flight is four hours and 
I  took a puddle jumper plane to Bocus 
Town.

A new parking lot was under construction 
between the JFK Bridge and Packery Chan-

nel. Ten years later it is still unfinished.
Golfers and construction workers were 

sharing the fairways.
Mike the bra inspector

Work on the old clubhouse at the Schlitter-
bahn site is moving quickly.

Improvements under the JFK Bridge were 
about to happen. Schlitterbahn from the air.Parts of The Island were a dumping ground. The headquarters building was going up

Ten Years ago in the Island Moon The big Island news ten years ago this week was the construction of the 
Schlitterbahn waterpark that was in full speed ahead mode. 

Black Sheep Bistro will be serving a 
Thanksgiving Day meal 1 - 5 pm. The 
main courses are turkey, honey ham, 
smoked  prime rib and smoked beef 
tenderloin. The meal includes a choice 
of four desserts and bottomless mimo-
sas. The price is $45/person and $25 for 
children under age 12. The meal is by 
reservation only so call 210-418-4819 
or email gmier@theangrymarlin.com. 
You can also reserve on their website.
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Let Steve’s Homes build your  
Custom Dream Home on your lot!  

 
 

Call Cindy Molnar 361-549-5557 

New Homes Available  
by Steve’s Homes 

13809 Laffite $369,900 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage. Gran-
ite countertops, appliances nicely 
updated. Rock front, some turf in 
back. Charlie 361-443-2499 

13801 Captains Row - Exceptional  
custom home, 151' canal front at 
fingertip of gated st.  Elevator, pool, 
2 lifts, sunset over ICW $1,750,000. 
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116. 

14010 Eaglesnest Bay 3/2.5/2 + 
bonus/flex room at 2,142 sq.ft. 
Open plan, new roof & HVAC in 
2017. All new hurricane windows, 
3M water treatment system. Large 
backyard w/room for a pool. 
Randy Corpuz 361-765-9914. 

15005 Windward Dr. #214 Fully 
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft 
Surfside Condo walking distance 
from the beach/seawall. $237,000 
Call Madeline Casey at 361-443-
0687. 

1910 Great Falls  
4/3.5/3 

$855,000 

13841 Hawksnest Bay Dr. 
4/3/3 

$599,900 

15005 Windward Dr. #216 Fully 
furnished 2 bed, 1 bath, 955 sq ft. 
Cozy courtyard view and walking 
distance from beach access. 
$299,900 Call Charlie Knoll 361-
443-2499. 

14245 Ambrosia St. Cute on large 
corner lot, ½ block from boat ramp.  
3/2/2 split plan. 1,356 sf. Room for 
boat or RV under cover. $387,000 
Call Pam Morgan at 361-215-8116. 

13953 Fortuna Bay #5 
2/2 waterfront condo 

$1,450 month  

14858 Granada #203 
3/2/1 townhome 

Waterfront complex 
$2,250/month 

14911 Village Beach Dr.  2/2 
gorgeous poolside townhome just a 
quick walk to the beach! 1041 sq. ft. 
& fully furnished. $450,000. Call 
Kim Mogford  at 361-434-8522. 

    15230 Capstan 
             4/3/2 Pool size lot 
  $589,900 

15886 Punta Espada 
4/3/2 Waterfront 

$1,095,000 

 Open Sundays  
1:00-4:00 

15406 Cuttysark St. Canal lot—
100+ feet of bulkhead—9258 sq. ft. 
Quick access to the main channel & 
water exchange bridge. $299,900 
Dorothy Ernst 361-563-8486 

350 Royal Dunes 
 New Port Aransas Beach 

House in Mustang Royale built 
by Steve’s homes.  

3200 sq. ft.  
3 story with 4 bedrooms,  

2 full & 2 half baths,  
2 living areas, 2 car garage, 

covered patio,  
3 balconies with amazing 
views, impact windows.   

 
SHORT TERM RENTALS  ALLOWED.  

 
Great primary or vacation 

home. Onsite pool, boardwalk 
to beach. $1,700,000 
Call Cindy Molnar at         

361-549-5557,  
for more details.  

14905 & 14911 Packery View 
Loop Fully furnished townhomes 
each sleeps 10, located a short walk 
to the beach or relax at the pool 
just out your door! Now priced at 
$420,000 each. Call 361-563-6641. 

13906 Mingo Cay  #6 
2/2  

waterfront complex 
$1,350 /month 

Looking for Long Term Rental Property?  
Below are some of our available rentals: 

13958 Fortuna Bay “I” 
2/2 furnished 
6 month lease 

$1,350/month 

13969 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,540 
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz 
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $589,900 Call Randy 
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie 
Knoll 361-443-2499. 

14921 Windward Dr #114 Very 
nice 2/2 short term rental unit, fully 
furnished across the street from 
the beach. This one shouldn’t last 
long. Call Will Flaherty with ques-
tions. $290,000. 361-944-0995.  

13965 Lanyard 4/3/2 2,502 
sq.ft., stainless appliances, quartz 
& tile throughout plus lots of ex-
tras. $585,000. Call Randy 
Corpuz 361-765-9914 or Charlie 
Knoll 361-443-2499. 

15357 Yardarm 
3/2.5/2 waterfront 
$2,600 /month 

Ready to Lease Your Property?  
Our services include: 

 • Tenant Qualifying   • Collections of Rents 
• Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance 

• Professional Itemize Monthly Statements  
• Marketing/Advertising 

Pam Bay Village #701 1 bed-
room/1 bath, fully furnished, beauti-
fully updated, located less than a 
mile from the beach. $275,000. 
Kim Mogford 361-434-8522.  

4118 Claudia Dr Selling “AS-IS” 
Ready for renter. Fresh paint & 
fridge, stove & washer/dryer. 3/1/1 
1/2 blocks from Lookout restau-
rant. Easy to show.  $185,000 
Tinker Boos at 361-563-6641. 

 

14422 Verdemar #204 
2/3/2 Furnished  
$1,900/month 

Price Reduction! Price Reduction! 



The Horstmanns took the Moon to the 
Bahamas this week.

Carolyn and Ted Mandel traveled with 
the Island Moon to celebrate their 40th 
anniversary where it all began, Honolu-

lu, Hawaii.

Liz Stovall & Jennifer Murphy attend 
the Breeders’ Cup World Championship 
Horse Racing at Santa Anita Race Park 

in Arcadia, California

Yard of the Month
The island gardeners have selected 
a beautiful yard at 15666 Cumana. 
Both Mary Ann and John McShane 
are avid gardeners. The backyard is 
sectioned off creating rooms, a patio, 
a dining area, and a grassy area. All 
have fabulous plants with lots of 
color. Drive by and be inspired.

Scissor tailed flycatcher stretching

Black-necked stilts are black above and 
white below with a long neck, nee-

dle-like black bill, and long pink legs. 
In relation to body size, they have the 

longest legs compared to any other bird 
aside from flamingoes.

Photo by Nil Heard
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WhitecapLivingNPI.com

A DESTINATION COMMUNITY
LIKE NO OTHER

SALES CENTER OPEN
TUESDAY-SUNDAY  | 10 AM - 6 PM  

14353 Commodores Drive, 
Corpus Christi TX 78418

ARTIST’S 
CONCEPTUAL 
RENDERING

NOW PREVIEWING

©2023 Diamond Beach Holdings, LLC - All information and services are subject to change. Availability, prices, materials, and options may vary.  
All photographs, renderings and other depictions are for the sole purpose of illustration and are subject to change.  Imagery is  

representational and does not depict specific buildings, views or future architecture, community, amenities or other details.   
Architect: PLACE Designers, Inc.; Landscape Architects: Cadence;  Marketing & Sales by Strategyst LLC. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. Models do not reflect racial or ethnic preferences. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property.  
Whitecap NPI does not discriminate against any class of persons protected by federal, state or local law.

Pink Flamingo Pub Crawl in Port Aransas
Photos by Ronnie Narmour
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Sunrise By Nicole Scofield Beauty and the Beach By Lu Ann Kingsbury

Love By Donna Martin

Approximately seven percent of the adult 
population are veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces ranging from 18 to over 100 years 
old and served in various conflicts such 
as the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the 
Global War on Terrorism and World War II. 
Regardless of the years spent in service or 
the age of the veteran when they transition 
out of the military, many service members 
encounter numerous personal and profes-
sional challenges when reintegrating into 
civilian life. Unfortunately, veterans and 
military retirees are also disproportionately 
targeted by con artists and scammers, fur-
ther complicating an already stressful time 
in their lives. 

According to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC), veterans and military retirees 
have lost more than $842 million to fraud 
since 2019. While online purchase and tech 
support scams are frequently encountered 
in the veteran community, 39% of all fraud 
reports submitted to the FTC detail experi-
ences with either a business or government 
impostor with a median loss of $950 and 
$1,906, respectively. 

BBB’s 2022 Scam Tracker Risk Report 
found military consumers report a median 
loss of $238 to various types of scams, $75 
more than the median loss for non-military 
consumers. The top three scams affecting 
veterans are online purchases, home im-
provement, and employment fraud. 

To help protect veterans from falling victim 
to scams, BBB provides the following tips: 

Do your research. The first line of defense 
is often the strongest. Spend the time to 
research a company before purchasing 
their services or goods. Review business 
profiles on BBB.org and check government 
websites if the service is required to be 
licensed, such as interstate moving compa-
nies or companies using pesticides. Have a 
full understanding of the reason that a busi-
ness requires access to your military records 
or government benefits, if requested, and 
what that information will be used for. 
Avoid aggressive selling tactics. Companies 
and businesses that pressure consumers 
to immediately contract their services 
without allowing time to obtain quotes 
or estimates from competitors should be 
handled cautiously. While it is good practice 

for companies to follow up with potential 
customers and clients, aggressive selling 
tactics may signify that the company is not 
invested in the consumer’s interests. Be es-
pecially wary if the contractor requires full 
payment for the project upfront, or claims to 
have been working at a nearby property and 
has leftover material they can use for your 
project at a discount. 
Use protected payment methods. Money 
that is sent via wire transfer, gift cards or 
an unprotected mobile app is extremely 
difficult to track and can be challenging to 
obtain a refund. BBB recommends using a 
credit card for online purchases whenever 
possible. Charges on credit cards are easier 
to dispute and be refunded when engaging 
with a business that does not provide the 
purchased service or goods. 
Verify communications from government, 
law enforcement and businesses. Scammers 
often initiate contact with their target by 
disguising themselves as either a govern-
ment or business representative, as well as 
a local utility company. They may claim the 
recipient has unpaid taxes, tickets or bills 
that must be immediately paid in full. Even 
Better Business Bureau is not immune from 
being used in these scams. Often, commu-
nications from businesses are designed to 
appear they are from a representative work-
ing for the fraud prevention department and 
will claim ‘suspicious activity was detected 
on your account.’ Conveniently, the recipi-
ent can verify their account details through 
a provided link. In all cases, BBB does not 
recommend following any links provided 
in unsolicited emails, text messages or QR 
codes. Instead, contact the organization 
directly to address any possible issue using 
methods listed on their official website. 

Visit BBB.org/Military for more tips and 
resources to protect active-duty and veteran 
service members from engaging with 
fraudulent businesses. 
 
The FTC provides resources focused on 
military consumer protection at Military-
Consumer.gov. 
 
Current and prior military service members 
who have encountered a scam are encour-
aged to report their experience to BBB 
Scam Tracker. Information provided may 
prevent another person from falling victim. 

NEWS from the PIPOA
By Drew Diggins

News from the PIPOA
The next Padre Isles Property Owners As-
sociation board meeting will be held at the 
Wyndham Corpus Christi Resort, 15202 
Windward Drive, on December 12, 2023 at 
5:30 PM. 
The next ACC meeting will be held at the 
PIPOA office on December 7, 2023 at 5:30 
PM. 
Bulkhead Repairs
The Alchemist Group, LLC, is continuing 
bulkhead repairs at Hawsknest Bay Drive. 
They had some issues with materials last 
week, and the contractor expects the proj-
ect will require an additional seven days to 
complete. 
The monthly Bulkhead and Repair Status 
Reports are posted to the PIPOA commu-
nity website at www.padreislespoa.net. If 
you have any information regarding failure 
of a bulkhead in the PIPOA (or a report 
that was not previously addressed), please 
contact the Association as soon as possible.
Canal Connection
LJA Engineering (“LJA”) is providing 
work to Diamond Beach, LLC, regard-
ing the flow conditions in and around the 
Whitecap and Gypsy canal bridges.  In a 
meeting with the Association, LJA shared 
preliminary findings that show the PIPOA 
bulkheads at these locations would see 
flow rates significantly greater than 2 Feet 
Per Second (“FPS”) during a winter storm 
rain event. According to LJA, flow rates 

greater than 2 FPS will scour and under-
mine the bulkhead and bridge supporting 
structures. The information shared with 
the PIPOA did not include any analysis 
of conditions during a more severe storm, 
tropical, hurricane or otherwise.  
In follow up communications with the 
PIPOA’s engineers, Anchor QEA has 
notified the Association that they expect to 
have their preliminary flow study complet-
ed for our membership review next week.
Short-term Rentals
As previously reported, the Association has 
received several requests for information 
about how to amend protective covenants 
to prohibit short-term rentals. The Board 
and PIPOA attorney are continuing work 
to prepare uniform language for members 
to use in a petition. The proposed amend-
ment language will include a fine provision 
that will allow the PIPOA to enforce the 
prohibition. The PIPOA will leave it to the 
individual subdivisions to decide whether 
they will approve such an amendment. 
Another ongoing complaint of the mem-
bership has been the absence of enforce-
ment of other provisions/prohibitions. The 
PIPOA will have uniform language for a 
separate provision for enforcement of other 
violations available for members to use in 
a petition. This will allow each subdivi-
sion to decide whether to pass one or both 
amendments for their neighborhood. 

NEW UNITS AVAILABLE! 

GATE ACCESS 7 DAYS A WEEK 
24/7 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 
MOVING BOXES AND SUPPLIES 
BOAT AND RV SPACES 
INSURANCE AVAILABLE  
MILITARY DISCOUNTS 
AUTHORIZED BIG GREEN EGG DEALER 
MAILBOX RENTALS 
SHIPPING SERVICES 

 

CLIMATE CONTROLLED 

PIPOA Board seats up for Election
Registration period November 1 – December 14

 
In March of 2024, three Board of Directors seats for the Padre Isles Property 
Owners Association are up for election. The seats are currently held by Drew 
Diggins, Ray Singleton and David Rossi, respectively.
 
For Padre Isles POA owners wanting to run for the Board, the registration period runs 
from Wednesday, November 1through Thursday, December 14. Per the Bylaws, Board 
Members must be at least 18 years old and be members of the Association (own property 
in the PIPOA).
 
Association members interested in running for election are asked to please send a notice 
and a brief resume, along with a picture, to the Executive Director, Gary Klepperich at 
gary@pipoa.net. Resumes may also be mailed to the PIPOA office or dropped off at the 
office, located at: 14015 Fortuna Bay Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418.  Candidates are 
asked to limit content and photo to one page.
 
By submitting a resume, all Candidates agree to allow the PIPOA to publish the Candi-
date-submitted resume in a newsletter; and allow the resume to be placed on the PIPOA’s 
Facebook page and on the PIPOA’s website. The PIPOA will not proofread resumes for 
grammar, spelling or punctuation prior to publication but may edit, at its discretion, the 
submittal to one page.
 
For questions, please contact the Executive Director, Gary Klepperich, at the email ad-
dress above, or call 361-949-7025.
 

BBB Tip: Protecting America’s veterans 
from scams
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Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster

Mind-Numbing Frustration

Going Easy On You...

Sudoku answers are not 
available.

Play at your own risk!

Sudoku

Police Blotter  October 30th - November 5

B13

JFK Causeway to SPID-Aquarius 
intersection

Crimes against Property
13300 block SPID 8 a.m. October 31 Theft 
$2500-$30,000

Disturbances
14000 block SPID 1 a.m. October 30 

Suspicious Person
10800 block SPID 6 a.m. November 5 

Traffic
24 Traffic Stops
13900 block SPID 5 p.m. November 5 Hit and 
Run
13500 block SPID 3 a.m. November 4 DWI
Aquarius/SPID 11 a.m. November 3 Crash
13900 block SPID 8 a.m. November 2 Crash

SPID West to Laguna Madre
Crimes against Person 

14200 block Playa Del Rey 5 p.m. November 3 
Assault
15400 block Fortuna Bay 8 p.m. November 1 
Assault
15600 block Gypsy 10 p.m. October 31 
Robbery/Suspicious Person
15600 block Gypsy 9 p.m. October 31 Online 
Harassment
15600 block Gypsy 9 p.m. October 31 Robbery

Crimes against Property
14200 block SPID 8 p.m. November 5 
Trespassing
15300 block Isabella Ct. 10 p.m. November 4 
Burglary of a Vehicle

14000 block Cabana North 11 a.m. November 3 
Burglary
14800 block Highland Mist 3 a.m. October 30 
Burglary

Disturbances
14400 block Compass St. 5 p.m. November 1 
Violation of a Court Order
14300 block SPID 1 a.m. November 1 

Suspicious Person
13800 block Halyard 6 a.m. October 30
La Blanquilla Dr./Palo Seco Dr. 1 a.m. 
November 3

Traffic
101 Traffic Stops
15300 block SPID Noon November 4 Hit and 
Run
14500 block SPID 8 p.m. October 31 Crash

SPID East to Gulf of Mexico north 
to City Limits

Crimes against Property
11800 block SH 361 2 p.m. October 30 Burglary 
of a Coin Operated Machine/Burglary
14700 block Whitecap 7 a.m. November 5 
Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle

Disturbances
Newport Pass/Beach Access 1 a.m. November 5 

Suspicious Person
11700 block SH 361 9 p.m. November 4

Traffic
61 Traffic Stops
SH 361/Beach Access Road 3 7 a.m. November 
2 Crash
SH 361/Fish Pass 7 a.m. November 2 Crash

Island Crossword

More Love By Donna Martin



      Here’s how to place a  
Classified Ad 

To place an ad you can call me at  
361-834-1382 or 

Email your ads to: 
moonclassad@twc.com 

No texts please 
Costs start at $12 for 25 words, 

 20 cents a word after that per issue.   
For a small additional charge, your 
ad can be centered, made larger or   
pictures or clip art can be added. 
Ads with payment can be taken to 

our office at:  
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 

Deadline for classified ads is no later 
than NOON on Tuesday 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
BEFORE PUBLICATION 

We accept 
American Express, Visa, 

MasterCard 
 

Legal & Business Notices 
Do you need to place a legal or business 

notice?  You’ll find that our rates for running 
your notice cost less than many other 

publication in Nueces County. 
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 

The Island Moon Weekly 
for more information  

The Island Newspaper since 1996 

TABC Notices 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcohol Beverage 
Commission for a Wine & Malt 
Beverage Retailer's On premise 
permit by Palmera Hospitality Ltd. 
DBA Home 2 Suites by Hilton 
Southeast located at 5274 South 
Padre Island Dr, Corpus Christi, 
Nueces, Texas, 78410. Windward 
GP LLC, General Partner. Rakesh 
Patel Member. 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed Beverage 
Permit by Kimberly Parlasca dba 
Coastal Toast Cafe LLC, to be 
located at 11862 Highway 361 
Corpus Christi, Nueces County, 
Texas. Officer of said corporation 
is Kimberly Parlasca; her title is 
Manager. 

Services 
Appliance Repair 

 
-N- House Appliance 

Repair 
Most major brands & 

appliances 
Also offering complete dryer 

vent clean outs 
Mention this ad for 
discount on repairs 
361-960-0911 
BBQ Cleaning 

CALL 

 
Because YOU 

don’t want to do 
it! 

Frank 361-813-1929 cell 
361-99-GRILL (994-7455) 
CoastalBendGrillCleaning.com 

Car Wash & Detailing 
Padre Island Mobile Detail 

The Island's Premier Mobile 
Detailing Service! 

We come to you providing Car 
Wash & Full Detail Services 
Call or Text 361-462-0877 

Check out our website  
for more details:  

padreislanddetail.com 
or Email Greg at: 

padreislanddetail@gmail.com 
Video Transfer Services 

 
VIDEO TRANSFER      

SERVICES 
Tapes * Films * Slides 

Photographs * Cassettes * LP’s 
And More! 

All work is done locally 
Call Art Carroll today 

361-549-3312         

Services 
Housekeeping 

Seaside Housekeeping & Interiors 
Reliable quality work 

 since 1996 
Insured and bonded  
References available  

upon request 
 Please call or text: 

 Valerie Elliott  
361-215-4640 

    Junk Removal 

 
Save Our Shores  

Junk Removal 
Veteran Owned & Operated 

Furniture Removal &  
House Clean Outs 

Construction Debris Removal 
Light Demolition 

Bulk Item Pickups 
Hot Tub Removals 

Fence Removal 
Dumpster Rentals AND MORE! 

Owners: 
  Tommy Hearn  

  Nate Epling 
361-941-3041 

Plumber 
Licensed Plumber 

“On the Island” 
Experienced 

Excellent Service 
361-660-5132 

Pool & Spa Services  
ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE 

Weekly Pool Maintenance – Repairs 
Renovations - Chemicals – Supplies 

Residential – Commercial 
25 Years Experience – Insured 
Free Delivery! Free Estimates! 

Island Resident Owned 
Call 361-949-8899 

Wade In The Water Pool Services 
Cleaning • Repairs • Remodels 
  Hot Tubs • Warranty Station 

Don’t go OTB for pool & spa chemicals! 
15715 SPID #101  

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
FREE WATER TESTING 

Locally owned and operated since 2010 
Call 361-658-8581 

Outdoor Services 
Power Washing  

ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
We Power Wash 

 Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & 
Sidewalks 

 Call us now to schedule an estimate 
361-949-2773 

Lawn & Tree Trimming 
MPR SERVICES 

Gardening – Weed Control  
Landscape Maintenance 

Landscaping 
Mulching – Sprinkler Repair  

361-534-9924 
Islandscape Maintenance 

 
* Lawn Maintenance   * Power  Washing    
* Palm Trimming         *  Fall Cutback 
* Lot Mowing               *  Decks       
* Installation                                     

FREE ESTIMATES 
361-949-2773 

 
COMMERCIAL CUTTERS 
Tree Trimming & Stump 

Grinding Services 
Fully Insured – Free Estimates 

361-446-3980 
Roofing 

Wolfe Construction, Inc. 
 Insurance Restoration 

Specialists 
 Roofing 
 Residential & Commercial 

Bryan Wolfe 
361-949-1180  

15809 El Soccorro Loop 
Corpus Christi TX 78418 

BMM  
Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 
361-438-4095 

Roofing (Contd) 
ROOFING PROS! 

Custom Home Exteriors, Inc. 
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100 

Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified 
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles 

Island Homeowner 
Roofing Padre Island 

Since 1985! 
Plastering 

Hi Tech Plastering, Inc. 
Stucco, Eifs Coating, Patch Jobs 

Crack Repair, Spalling Concrete Repair 
Wood Replacement, Facia, etc. 

 Artisan – Joe Cantu 
Phone/Fax 361-814-5605 

htplastering@aol.com 
30 Years In Business 

Stucco 
GOT CRACKS? 

CALL THE STUCCO PROS  
AT 361-949-2100 

Fishing Cabin 
NICE FISHING CABIN 

SHAMROCK COVE 
Private Island with pier 

Inside remodeled owner has 
moved to Dallas - $135,000 

Call Kyle Jackson 
361-960-0345 
Help Wanted 

Port Aransas Insurance 
Agency Seeking full-time 

customer  
service support staff 

 Experience in a financial 
 industry preferred  

Competitive pay based on 
experience 

 Drop off resume at: 
 600 Cutoff Rd STE 2 or email 
to cheryl@thirdcoastins.net 
Isle Mail & More Now Hiring 

Full or Part Time 
Customer Service Position 

Must enjoy working closely with 
customers, and be proficient in 
Basic Computer Applications 

Starting at $11/hr 
depending on qualifications 

Apply in person at: 
Isle Mail & More 

 14493 SPID Ste A 
or send resume to: 

info@islemailmore.com 
For Sale 

 
Bar Height Barrel Table 

With lazy Susan and four swivel 
stools $750 

Offers accepted 
Contact Debbie at:  

405-210-3580 
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Nicole Scofield 

Nicole Scofield 
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PadreBoatTours.com
Cruises aboard the Island’s new 
35-foot tour boat now available!

Call 361-252-1510 for reservations or go 
to Padreboattours.com

Individual and group rates available
Go to Padre Boat Tours on Facebook!

American Legion Post 229
The Islander Post

Leathernecks and Veterans

 

Recognizing Veterans

By Ken Ames
November is a time for celebrating an orga-
nization that is older than the United States 
itself. The United States Marine Corps was 
established on November 10, 1775, and will 
be celebrating its 248th year as an organiza-
tion this year. 
Marines are fiercely proud and wear nick-
names with honor. The first was “Leather-
necks” and has a couple of possible origins. 
Legend has it that the term Leatherneck 
was derived from the leather neckbands 
worn in the times of the Barbary pirates that 
protected the Marines from the slash of a 
cutlass. Others say the more likely reason 
for the high stocks was one of discipline to 
keep the Marines heads high and straight. 
Whatever the reason, the nickname stuck, 
and the distinctive blue uniform still bears 
a high stock collar to remind Marines of the 
leatherneck legacy.
The other popular nickname was earned in 
battle. German soldiers who fought against 
U.S. Marines in the Battle of Belleau Wood 
in 1918. The Marines fought with such fe-
rocity that they were likened to “Dogs from 
Hell.” The term “Devil Dog” is historically 
a well-accepted term of endearment and as 
a title of honor for Marines. The bulldog is 
a common mascot in the Marine Corps and 
can be seen on many in the form of a tattoo. 
The next day, November 11th, is Veter-
ans Day. It is known as Armistice Day or 
Remembrance Day in some other countries. 
Most often seen with an apostrophe, the of-
ficial spelling is without one. The Veterans 
Administration says Veterans Day is correct 
“because it is not a day that belongs to vet-
erans, it is a day for honoring all veterans.
Originally known as Armistice Day, major 
hostilities of WW1 formally ended on the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
of 1918 when the armistice with Germany 

went into effect. Armistice Day, through 
acts of congress, was made a federal holiday 
in 1938 and in 1954 it was renamed Veter-
ans Day to honor all U.S. veterans, instead 
of just those from WW1. 
Since Veterans Day falls on Saturday this 
year, government offices will be closed 
on Friday and there will be no mail ser-
vice. There will be ceremonies in town at 
Sherrill Park and the USS Lexington. Our 
members have been invited to a couple of 
local schools and we will represent Island 
veterans with pride. Take some time out to 
take your kids to a ceremony or take a drive 
down Ocean Drive to see the American 
flags on display in the Rotary Club’s Flags 
for Heroes. 1,800 flags on display lining 
the bayfront parks November 11-19. If you 
haven’t seen it you are missing out on an 
awesome sight.
Great news on the American Legion Post 
229 live auction and concert event at Mark-
er 37 on January 20, 2024. A big thank you 
to Representative Todd Hunter who spon-
sored the musical performance featuring Ty 
Dietz and Jake Bush! We are still looking 
for donors for items to be included in the 
silent and live auctions. Hunting or fishing 
packages, products, services, large, small, 
anything helps. If you would like to donate, 
please reach out to our adjutant at the email 
address listed below. Tickets will be on sale 
soon, so save the date for what is sure to be 
a fun-filled evening.
If you are a veteran or family member 
that would like to join or find out more 
about our American Legion Post 229, the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the 
American Legion or the American Legion 
Riders please check out our Facebook page:  
American Legion Post 0229 “The Islander 
Post” or   reach out to our email:  American-
legionpost0229@gmail.com.  

Southwest Airlines to begin Seasonal 
Flights from Corpus Christi to Dallas 
Love Field Airport in Summer 2024

Southwest Airlines and the Corpus Christi 
International Airport (CCIA) are pleased to 
announce a seasonal Saturday flight from 
Corpus Christi International Airport to Dal-
las Love Field Airport (DAL). The seasonal 
flights will begin on Saturday, June 8, 2024, 
and end on Saturday, August 3, 2024. 
“This air service announcement results 
from a consistent and robust relationship 
between CCIA leadership and Southwest 
Airlines over the past several months,” said 
Kevin Smith, Director of Aviation at CCIA. 

“Southwest also benefited from CCIA’s first 
Air Service Incentive Program.”
Additionally, CCIA has lowered the cost 
per enplanement (CPE) by 37% since 2021. 
CPE is a metric used in the airline indus-
try to measure the cost of each passenger 
boarding a plane at an airport, including 
landing fees, airside usage charges, fuel 
flowage fees, and more. A lowered CPE re-
duces airline costs to the airport, which will 
help lower ticket prices and could potential-
ly influence an airline to add service.

The month of November is a time to 
recognize the sacrifices of the men and 
women that served in the armed forces. 
U.S. veterans have made major sacrifices 
for The United States, so it is important 
to honor them for their service. In Texas, 
there are several programs that seek to help 
and assist our current and former members 
of the military. These programs are spread 
across different state agencies that work to 
implement and administer them. According 
to the Texas Veterans Commission, Texas 
is home to around 1.4 million veterans. 
Many have chosen to stay in Texas or 
move to Texas from somewhere else due 
to the great programs that are in place to 
help assist our service members. Texas 
has many resources that are managed by a 
wide range of state agencies, but the two 
primary agencies are the Texas Veterans 
Commission (TVC) and the Veterans Land 
Board (VLB).
The Texas Veterans Commission was 
established in 1927 and was originally 
designated as the State Service Office. It 
was tasked with assisting those veterans of 
the Native American wars, Spanish-Ameri-
can War, and World War I. The intention of 
creating this agency was to act as the state 
appointed advocate of the veterans in Tex-
as. Today, the TVC works to try and help 
both current and former members of our 
military to secure the benefits they have 
earned through their service. According to 
their website (http://www.tvc.texas.gov/), 
there are four program areas in which they 
can be of assistance: 

Claims: this department serves veterans, 
their dependents and survivors, in all 
matters pertaining to veterans’ disability 
benefits and rights. It is the designated 
agency of the state of Texas to represent 
the State and its veterans before the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

Employment: this department offers 
employment services to Texas veterans and 
helps employers find qualified veteran job 
applicants. The goal of these services is 
to match veteran job seekers with the best 
employment opportunities available. 

Education: this department approves all 
programs for Chapter 30, 33, 35, 1606, and 
1607 federal educational benefits. Through 
an approval process, the Texas Veterans 
Commission ensures that institutions and 
employers are in compliance with federal 
guidelines and are qualified to provide the 
type of training offered. 

Grants & Funding: The Texas Veterans 
Commission Fund for Veterans’ Assistance 
(FVA) grant program awards reimburse-
ment grants to eligible charitable organi-
zations, local government agencies, and 
Veterans Service Organizations that provide 
direct services to Texas Veterans and their 
families. 

In addition to the TVC, the Texas Veterans 
Land Board (VLB) helps military men and 
women after they return from service.  The 
VLB was created in 1946 with the mission 
of administering benefits that were exclu-
sively for Texas veterans. Some of the pro-
grams at the VLB help our service mem-
bers with obtaining low interest loans on 
land, homes, home improvements as well 
as home programs to help provide long-
term care services for our Texas veterans. 
If you would like to learn more about these 
programs and the VLB, please visit their 
website at: http://www.glo.texas.gov/vlb/ 
If you have questions regarding any of 
the information mentioned in this week’s 
article, please do not hesitate to call my 
Capitol or District Office.  Please always 
feel free to contact my office if you have 
any questions or issues regarding a Texas 
state agency, or if you would like to contact 
my office regarding constituent services. 
As always, my offices are available at any 
time to assist with questions, concerns or 
comments (Capitol Office, 512-463-0672; 
District Office, 361-949-4603). 
 
                                                     	 - State 
Representative Todd Hunter, District 32

Rep. Hunter represents Aransas County and 
part of Nueces County.  He can be contact-
ed at todd.hunter@house.texas.gov or at 
512-463-0672.  

Lu Ann Kingsbury



that time of year when the bands have to tip toe 
around the weather with all the outdoor stages 
in Port A so you’re going to see a trend at the 
bars where smaller local bands will be playing 
around until say, spring break next March. They 
can only get smaller ensembles crammed into 
the little corner inside Shorty’s when the weather 
is crappy. I know Tommy Saad at Treasure 
Island plays his cards close to his chest during 
the winter, only booking a short time out in the 
winter. 

DO NOT MISS LIST   
Coming this weekend…

I’m excited to announce a new band (to us, 
anyway) will be playing Shorty’s this Friday 
and they are of the Cajun/Zydeco persuasion 
and are a duo by the name of Boudreaux & 
Pousson. Truth be told, I am a big fan of the 
genre and have booked many, many zydeco 
bands at venues in San Antonio; Boozoo 
Chavis, CJ Chenier, Rosie Ledet, Gino 
Delafose, Buckwheat Zydeco, Wayne Toups, 
Beau Jocque, Terrence Simien, Queen Ida, 
Chubby Carrier, Rockin’ Dopsie and on and 
on. It is music rooted in Louisiana from French 
settlers in the 1600’s and is played on accordion, 
frottoir (scrub board), fiddle, triangle and guitar. 
I am very much looking forward to hearing and 
getting to know Boudreaux & Pousson. Also 
coming this weekend will be Johnny Elijah 
and the CBDB’s play Shorty’s on Saturday. 
The VFW will have the Back Pew Revival on 
Friday and the Gainans on Saturday. Plus the 
VFW will also have a couple of weekly shows 
with Billy Snipes playing every Tuesday and 
the Cleartones playing every Wednesday. Also 
on Saturday, some old friends from Austin who 
are a band of brothers will rock your socks 
off… Vallejo will be playing Brewster Street 
Downtown. They are funky and hard rockin’ 
for sure. I want to also mention that the Gaff’s 
bi-monthly BELT SANDER RACES, held every 
2nd and 4th Saturday of the month, will start at 3 
PM until further notice.

On the horizon…

There’s good stuff on the near horizon. Watch 
for shows from Lil’ Wayne, Independent 
Thieves, Cory Morrow, Larry Joe Taylor, 
Max and Heather Stalling, Heavy Soul, 
Back in Black, Chris Stapleton, Koffin 
Kats, Escape from the Zoo, Jon Wolfe, 
Splendiferous, George Birge, Pat Green and 
Todd Dorn and the Sea Drifters at Shorty’s for 
New Year’s Eve. Also I want to mention the PA 
Rockers will be back at Bernie’s playing every 
Wednesday starting in the middle of January. Be 
safe out there!

♫♪♫ And, that’s the truth ♫♪♫
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Three Chords and the Truth

The Gaff
Cold Beer      		 Open Daily at 11 am	 Hot Pizza

Live MusicBelt Sander 
Races

On the local front…

On the local front Red’s Riviera had it going 
on last Sunday and I mean in a BIG way. It 
was the FIRST ANNUAL “Pink Flamingo Pub 
Crawl” and fundraiser for the Port A Animal 
Shelter raised over $2K. Yep. It looks like we 
have a new tradition in the making. K.K., the 
boss lady over at Red’s started telling me about 
it last month and I thought, “hmmmmm… 
that’s a great idea and might work”.  AND IT 
SURE DID! Never being one to shy away from 
any excuse to dress up our little golf cart, me 
and my Mermaid Gal jumped in on this one 
head first. Tracy hit Amazon Prime hard and 
soon we had pink flamingoes of every kind, 
including one of those blow-up suits that make 
you look like you’re riding on the back of a 
giant flamingo… that one got delegated to me. 
But I wasn’t the only one, there were a bunch 
of us riding flamingoes and we all took to the 
dance floor at the Salty Dog for a photo op. You 
know, one thing I’ve noticed over time in Port 
A is NO ONE seems to even give it a second 
look anymore when a giant flamingo (or any 
decorated golf cart for that matter) goes rolling 
down the street. Our golf cart is a constant work 
in progress. Pimped out is more like it. Right 
now it has a full size skeleton riding on a life 
preserver on the front  window with jolly Roger 
flags and (now) assorted flamingos all over it… 
and I think I’ll leave it like this for a while, or 
at least until the next parade comes around. The 
next big one will be the Mardi Gras Parade on 
Fat Tuesday, February 13. I credit the Gaff for 
setting precedence on our zany island events. 
Kip Shannon and his assorted crew of pirates 
at the Gaff have set the gold standard high 
when it comes to goofy fun stuff to do at a bar. 
Mark my words when the annual Black Eye Pea 
Off rolls around in a couple of months. Their 
“Haunted Garden Party” which they just hosted 
was hilarious. In short, me and my Mermaid 
Gal absolutely love our island paradise because 
it is such a creative adult playground where 
characters of every ilk can dress up and go a 
little nuts every now and then. It’s all good clean 
fun.

Scattered shots…

It was an absolute perfect weekend. The weather 
couldn’t have been nicer and our streets were 
virtually void of tourists. The beaches were 
delicious and empty. As for the bars, this is 
historically the “off season” time of year when 
the flow of island visitors greatly declines and 
the next influx of Winter Texans (WT’s) have 
only started to trickle in. Typically the WT’s will 
start piling in heavily after Thanksgiving. I did 
get around a little bit last weekend and caught 
Selfie at their weekly Thursday gig at Shorty’s. 
Cody Strong, their drummer has recently 
joined society and is now a fully functioning 
Registered Surgical Nurse… meaning he doesn’t 
have time to play music as often. Selfie had Roy 
Hollingshead, a Joe King Carrasco alumni, 
playing with them at this gig and he sure seems 
like a good fit. I also caught the latest lovebirds 
Justin and Niki at Shorty’s on Friday. We’re at 

Live Music
TONIGHT

Ronnie won the first place costume at 
Red’s Pink Flamingo Pub Crawl last 

Heather and Max Stalling will play 
the Third Coast Theater on Saturdy 

the 25th.

Selfie with Chris Jordan, Roy Hollings-
head and Ray Ray Summy play Shorty’s 

The Pink Flamingo Pub Crawl at Red’s 
received donations over $2K and a 

bunch of pet foods for the Port A Animal 
Shelter last weekend.

The Gainan Band will play the VFW 
this Saturday.

The PA Rockers will be back at Ber-
nie’s every Wednesday starting in 

mid-January. 
Photo by  Karen Boeckler

Boudreaux & Pousson will play 
Shorty’s this Friday.

Friday,  
November 10 
Boudreaux & Pousson 
@ Shorty’s
Back Pew Revival @ 
VFW
Billy Snipes @ Island 
Italian
J & the Sound @ 
Pelican Lounge
Groove @ Executive 
Surf Club
Tres Matts @ 
Exchange
Mike Ryan @ 
Brewster Downtown
Trisum @ Brewster 
Southside
Jam Council @ South 
Texas Ice House
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
John Cortez @ 
Cassidy’s Pub

Saturday , 
November 11 
BELT SANDER 
RACES 3 PM @ 
Gaff
CBDB’s @ Shorty’s
Gainan Band @ VFW
Lyrical Bynge @ 
Pelican Lounge
Vallejo @ Brewster 
Street Downtown
Meza Band @ 
Brewster Southside 
OTB @ Packery Bar
Heavy Soul @ 
Exchange
Gimme Gimme Disco 
@ House of Rock
Michael Burtts @ 
STX Ice House
Groove @ Sugar 
Shack
Lisa Sullivan @ 
Blackbeard’s
Third Coast Duo @ 
London Bar
J.R. Cole @ RioFest 
Harlingen

Sunday,  
November 12 
Ty Dietz, Jim Dugan 
@ Shorty’s
Catfish Blues Jam @ 
Rialto Theater AP
Jam Night @ The 
Exchange
Lady Kat & Mattman 
@ House of Rock
Jennifer Gayle 
Bradley @ 
Blackbeard’s
Raul Ayala @ Pelican 
Lounge
Michael Burtts @ Pier 
99

Monday,  
November 13 
Lance Covington @ 
Pelican Lounge

Tuesday , 
November 14 
Billy Snipes @ VFW
Open Mic @ Salty 
Dolphin
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Jules & Chism @ 
Exchange
Joey St. Vincent 
@ Mesquite Street 
Southside

Wednesday, 
November  15
Brad Ethridge Open 
Mic @ Gaff
Cleartones @ VFW 
Adema, Smile Empty 
Soul, ONOFF @ 
House of Rock
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s
Alonzo Cruz @ 
Pelican Lounge
Lucio Furs, Rover @ 

Exchange
Billy Snipes @ Doc’s

Thursday , 
November 16 
Selfie @ Shorty’s
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Italian
Brad Brown @ 
Blackbeard’s
Josh Abbott, Michael 
Burtts @ Brewster 
Downtown

Friday, November 
17
Starlite & the 
Moonbeams @ Shorty’s
Lil Wayne, Yella Beezy 
@ American Bank 
Center
Tres Hombres @ 
Legends Fulton
Chainlinks @ House of 
Rock
Jam Council @ 
Executive Surf Club
Groove @ Pelican 
Lounge
Ruben Limas @ 
Blackbeard’s

Saturday , 
November 18
Wayward Gypsies @ 
Gaff
Independent Thieves @ 
Shorty’s
OTB @ VFW
Cory Morrow @ 
Brewster Downtown


