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Just like this Blue Banded Bee in the picture, some native 

bee species look spectacular. They donôt just look good, 

they are a very important part of our ecosystem. Native 

bees, just like their introduced cousins (European honey 

bees), pollinate plants by carrying pollen between flowers, 

which helps the plants to reproduce and even prevents 

inbreeding.  

Differences between native bees and honey bees: 

¶ Native bees donôt generally store nectar or produce 

a lot of honey 

¶ Generally, native bees tend to live solitary. Some of 

them build their own nest burrow, but many bees 

can nest together in one place. Only 11 of the over 

1700 native bee species are ósocial beesô, that live 

together in colonies of  5000-10.000. They usually 

have their nest in hollow trees. 

¶ Some  native plants can only be pollinated by na-

tive bees, through means of specialized mecha-

nisms like óbuzz pollinationô (vibration) 

¶ Worldwide, there are about 20.000 known species 

of native bees. In Australia, there is about 1700 

known species, of which at least 200 reside in the 

Adelaide Hills and  Mt. Lofty Ranges.  

 

 

 

¶ They come in a huge array of colours and range in 

size from 2mm to 26mm. Some  native bees have 

a thick furry coat, like the Teddy Bear Bee, while 

others are smooth and shiny like the metallic green 

Carpenter Bee. 

¶ Native bees tend to be less aggressive as Europe-

an honey bees, as they donôt have to protect their 

colony and honey. The 11 native species that do 

build hives are stingless. 

¶ As native bee habitat is shrinking year after year 

through deforestation and land clearing, it is very 

welcome to help them out by planting more native 

plants in our gardens and building a bee hotel. 

¶ It is also worth knowing that many Australian bees 

live underground, so leaving some spaces mulch 

free will help them find room to live.  
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Each of the following native bee families can be found in South Australia and there are several species in each of 

those families.  

Green Carpenter Bees 

Xylocopa (Lestis), formerly in genus Lestis  

(Two Australian species) 

These spectacular bees (up to 17 mm long) are 

glossy metallic green with tints of yellow or blue. 

They cut 7 to 10 mm wide nest burrows in the flow-

er stalks of the grass tree (Xanthorrhoea) or in oth-

er soft pithy dead timber. They are mainly found in 

QLD and NSW. Land clearing has caused the loss 

of these stunning bees from VIC and mainland 

areas of SA although they can still be found on 

Kangaroo Island in SA. Green Carpenter Bees are 

glossy metallic green, with furry black hind legs for 

carrying pollen. 

Photo: Green Carpenter Bee, Source: Aussie Bee 

 

Reed Bees 

Exoneura and Braunsapis  

(Over 80 Australian species) 

Reed Bees are slender black bees less than 

8 mm long. Some species have a red abdo-

men. They nest inside dry pithy twigs in 

plants such as raspberries and blackberries 

or in the dead fronds of tree ferns. Today 

many nests can also be found in dead canes 

of the weed Lantana. 

Many of the slender Reed Bees have a yel-

low patch on their face. 

  

         Photo: Native Reed Bee, Source: Aussie Bee 

 

Resin Bees 

Megachile, formerly in genus Chalicodoma  

(About 100 Australian species) 

Resin Bees come in many colours and sizes. For example 

there are large black 14 mm bees with white tufts of hair, 

and small 8 mm black bees with bright orange abdomens. 

They nest in pre-existing holes or gaps in timber or stone-

work. They are called Resin Bees because they collect res-

ins and gums to build partitions between their brood cells 

and to seal their nest holes. Beekeepers sometimes notice 

Resin Bees hanging around Stingless Bee hives, trying to 

óborrowô a little resin for their nests. They are common resi-

dents in Bee Hotels. 

Photo: Resin Bee, Source: Aussie Bee 



  

Blue Banded Bees 

Amegilla (15 Australian species) 

These bees (mostly 8-13 mm long), with glittering 

stripes of blue or whitish hair across their black ab-

domens, are often seen darting around the flowers 

of lavenders and abelias. The females build nests in 

shallow burrows in the ground, but they may also 

nest in mudbrick houses or in soft mortar. Each fe-

male builds her own nest burrow, but many bees 

often nest together in the one place. Research has 

shown that Blue Banded Bees could be valuable 

pollinators of greenhouse tomatoes.  

 

Photo: Blue banded bee, Source: Mark Berkery 

 

Teddy Bear Bees 

Amegilla (Asaropoda) (About 25 Australian species) 

Most species of these rotund furry brown bees are 7 to 15 

mm long. They build shallow nest burrows in soft soil and 

sometimes nest underneath houses. Each female builds 

her own nest burrow but many bees may nest together in 

the one location. 

In WA there is a very large related species (nearly 20 mm 

long) called the Dawsonôs Burrowing Bee (Amegilla daw-

soni). It nests in groups of up to 10,000 in arid clay pans 

and mud flats.       

                 

                        

                        Photo: Teddy Bear Bee, Source: Aussie Bee 

 

Leafcutter Bees 

Megachile (About 40 Australian species) 

Bee watchers often first discover these amazing 6 to 15 mm 

long bees when they notice rows of neat circular cuts on the 

edges of some leaves in their garden. Leafcutters use the disks 

of leaf as a nest building material. They particularly like the soft 

leaves of roses, Bauhinia and Buddleja. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Leafcutter Bee, Source: Erica Siegel 


