WICKING BEDS




Pros and Cons of Wicking Beds
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Creating a Wicking Bed
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Build the garden bed using wood or an IBC, making
sure the bed is deep enough. Af least 15cm - 20cm
of small rocks plus 25cm - 40cm for the soil.

Photos: Raised garden
bed and IBC,
Source: ebay.com

add a layer of sand or fabric on
S the bottom before putting the

= liner in. It is also recommended
tfo add another layer of fabric on
N top of the plastic at least to the
¢ depth of the rocks to avoid them
* puncturing it. This step can be
left out if using an IBC.

Photo: Liner with ag pipe,
Source: wickingbeds.com.au

Driling through the outside of the bed to create a
hole for the overflow/drainage and cutting carefully
through the plastic and fabric. Instaling the 25mm
poly pipe and using silicone to waterproof the out-
let.

Adding some stones, the outlet ag pipe, more
stones, the inlet ag pipe just below the top of the
rock layer and the 25mm inlet pipe.
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Photo: Bed filled with small rocks and water,
Source: wickingbeds.com.au

Now is a good time to fill the reservoir with water
and let it sit overnight to check for any leaks.

The next step is adding a layer of geotexiile or a
double layer of shade cloth to prevent the soil mov-
ing info the reservoir.

= Putting in the liner. If the ground ** '
5is rough, it is recommended fo

Photo: Finished wicking bed,
Source: wickingbeds.com.au

The soil is next and with that, the planting can start.
Note that seedlings have a very small root system
and will need watering from above for the first cou-
ple of weeks until their roots can reach the wet sail
underneath.

Extra tfips: Using some fly mesh over the outlet will
stop mosquitoes breeding in the reservoir.

Adding some organic mulch, like straw, will help
save even more water and keep the top soil moist,
especially for young plants.

Photo: Vegetables, Source: AnaBGD; iStock.com



References:
Very Edible Gardens - Wicking Beds

https://www.wickingbeds.com.au/

ABC - Gardening Australia - Wicking Beds
hitps://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/building-a-wicking-bed/9435452

Barossa Bushgardens Opening hours:
653 Research Road Monday and Friday by appointment
Nuriootpa SA 5355 Tuesday & Thursday
(08) 8563 8330 92am-4pm
bushgardens@barossa.sa.gov.au Wednesday
www.barossabushgardens.com.au 9 am - 12.30 pm

Saturday and Sunday closed
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