
Congratulations on your new puppy!

We are excited to be part of your pet’s life and look forward to working with you to help him/her grow into a healthy

and well-behaved family member! We hope that the following information will help start your puppy’s life on the

right foot.

1. Vaccination and wellness schedule

2. Which vaccines are important for my puppy and why?

3. Heartworm, intestinal parasites, flea, and tick prevention

4. Spaying / neutering your puppy

5. Microchips

6. Local Laws

7. Car Safety

8. Common Health Concerns

a. Dental disease

b. Weight management

c. Toxic human foods, meds, and plants

d. Parasites

9. How to prevent / address common behavior problems

a. House training

b. Socialization

c. Chewing/Teething behavior

d. Teaching appropriate play

e. Excessive barking

f. Crate training

g. How should (or shouldn’t) children interact with dogs?

h. How can I tell if my dog is afraid?

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your puppy’s health or behavior, please do not hesitate to give us a

call.

Barkfield Animal Hospital

Phone: (678) 208-2275

Baseline Canine Vaccination and Wellness Treatment Schedule

● Puppies need vaccines every 3 weeks until they are at least 16 weeks old

● Puppies are born with a baseline of immunity, called maternal antibodies. These help to protect the

pups from disease during their earliest days. However, maternal antibodies interfere with the



puppy’s immune system's response to vaccines. As puppies age, the maternal antibodies dissipate.

We give puppies a series of vaccines, each approximately 3 weeks apart, to ensure their own immune

system is stimulated and able to protect itself.

6-8 weeks Wellness Examination

First DAP2 vaccine

Intestinal parasite examination and treatment

Heartworm preventative treatment (monthly)

9-11 weeks Wellness Examination

Second DAP2 vaccine

Bordetella vaccine

Lifestyle Disease Risk Assessment +/- First Influenza vaccine

Intestinal parasite examination and treatment

Heartworm preventative treatment (monthly)

12-14 weeks Wellness Examination

Third DA2P vaccine

+/- Second Influenza Vaccine

Lifestyle Disease Risk Assessment +/- First Leptospirosis vaccine

Intestinal parasite examination +/- treatment

Heartworm preventative treatment (monthly)

15-17 weeks Wellness Examination

Fourth DA2P vaccine

+/- Second leptospirosis vaccine

Rabies vaccine

Intestinal parasite examination +/- treatment

Heartworm preventative treatment (monthly)

6-8 months Spay/Neuter (timing based on breed)

Microchip at time of surgery

Heartworm prevention (monthly)

1-6 years Annual Examination

DA2PP - protective for 1-3 years Intestinal parasite exam



Rabies - protective for 1-3 years Heartworm Test

+/- Bordetella - protective for 1 year Annual Junior Bloodwork

+/- Leptospirosis - protective for 1

year

Intestinal parasite exam +/-

treatment

Heartworm preventative (monthly or

annual ProHeart12 injection)

7+ years Annual Examination Semi-annual Examination

Annual Senior Bloodwork Intestinal parasite exam

DA2PP - protective for 3 years Heartworm Test

Rabies - protective for 3 years

+/- Bordetella - protective for 1 year

+/- Leptospirosis - protective for 1

year

Intestinal parasite exam

Heartworm prevention (monthly or

annual ProHeart 12 injection)

Which vaccinations are important for my dog and why?

● Distemper / Parvovirus / Adenovirus / Parainfluenza Combination Vaccine

○ Every dog should receive this vaccination as a puppy and adult dog

○ Distemper is a severe viral disease that affect the respiratory, gastrointestinal, and neurologic

systems, leading to signs such as high fever, coughing, sneezing, vomiting, seizures, and possibly

death.

○ Parvovirus is a common virus which attacks that intestinal cells, leading to severe bloody diarrhea,

vomiting and dehydration. This potentially fatal disease is very contagious and can survive in the

environment for 2 years, so every dog should be protected prior to visiting dog parks or interacting

with other dogs.

○ Adenovirus is the causative agent of hepatitis, a type of liver infection.

○ Parainfluenza is a highly contagious respiratory virus and is one of the most common pathogens of

infectious tracheobronchitis, also known as canine cough.

● Bordetella Vaccination

○ This bacteria is one of the causative agents of infectious tracheobronchitis or kennel cough, this is a

highly contagious respiratory bacteria. The vaccination is especially important for those dogs who are

boarded, groomed regularly, go to dog parks, or interact with other dogs on a routine basis.

● Leptospirosis Vaccination

○ This is a bacterial disease transmitted in the urine of wildlife. Dogs are most likely to be exposed if

they hike, play, or swim in areas with puddles/pools of water, however, it is being found more and

more in urban areas.



○ This disease is zoonotic, meaning your dog can transmit the bacteria to you or your family.

Leptospirosis can cause kidney or liver failure if contracted.

● Rabies Vaccination

○ Rabies is the only federally-mandated vaccination. There is no test or treatment for rabies; if

contracted it leads to severe neurologic signs and is 100% fatal.

● Influenza Vaccination

○ Canine Influenza (flu) is a highly contagious virus that causes respiratory tract infections, which may

be severe. The most common signs are coughing, nasal discharge, fever, decreased appetite, and

lethargy.

○ This vaccine is recommended for all dogs who visit dog parks, daycare, boarding facilities, or interact

with other dogs regularly.

Dental Health

Puppies lose their puppy teeth around 4 through 8 months of age, as their adult teeth grow in. This process

can be painful in dogs, just as it is in people. Providing your puppy with firm rubber chew toys can help to ease this

pain (and will reduce chewing on inappropriate objects). As the adult teeth grow in, it will be important to develop

good dental hygiene habits. Over 85% of dogs will have significant dental disease by age 3. The best way to keep your

puppy’s teeth healthy and delay the need for an anesthetized dental cleaning is through regular (daily) at-home

brushing (with a dog-specific tooth paste), water additives (such as Healthy Mouth and C.E.T. additives), and dental



food/chews (such as T/D and CET Chews).

Heartworm, Intestinal Parasite, Flea, and Tick Prevention

Even if your puppy will be an indoor dog, it is very important to have him/her on monthly heartworm, intestinal

parasite, and flea prevention. Heartworms are a blood parasite that are transmitted by mosquitoes. If an infected

mosquito were to bite your puppy, the larva of the worms would grow in the blood and eventually live in your puppy’s

heart and lungs. This causes severe lung and heart disease, and eventually death. Some dogs show no clinical signs

with heartworm disease (other than sudden death), but more commonly we see lethargy, weight loss, coughing, and

weakness. Heartworm treatment is a lengthy, expensive process with no guarantee of success; it is a disease that is

much easier to prevent. There are many different options available; we are happy to discuss these and customize a

parasite prevention plan for your puppy.
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Intestinal Parasites

Roundworms, hookworms, tapeworms, and whipworms are the most common intestinal parasites we see in

veterinary medicine. Pets become infected with eggs of these parasites from the environment or other animals.

These develop into worms that live and grow inside the intestines. The worms shed eggs, which are passed in the

feces of your pet. People can become infected with intestinal parasites through direct contact with infected feces.

This usually happens by chance ingestion of contaminated soil or other contaminated object, and occurs more

commonly in children than adults. Roundworms are particularly worrisome for humans because of a condition

called visceral larva migrans, which can cause blindness. Tapeworms have a slightly different lifecycle than the other

intestinal parasites because they are transmitted by fleas. While adequate flea control is an important aspect of

tapeworm prevention, it alone is not adequate. Coccidia and giardia are different from other intestinal parasites

because they are protozoa, not a “worm”. Both of these causes watery diarrhea and are not prevented by any of the

monthly heartworm preventatives currently on the market. We recommend performing a fecal exam every 6 months

to ensure your dog does not have any intestinal parasites that could be transmitted to you or your family.

Spaying Your Female Puppy

In addition to helping prevent pet overpopulation, this will help your pup to live a long and healthy life by decreasing

her risk of many diseases, such as pyometra, uterine torsion, and mammary cancer. If dogs are spayed prior to the

first heat cycle (which occurs at 5-6 months of age), their risk of mammary cancer is reduced to 0.5%. If we wait until

after her first heat, but before her second, we can only reduce her risk to 8%. After her second heat, she remains with

a 1 in 4 chance of developing mammary cancer. We would love to discuss the surgery with you at your next visit.

Neutering Your Male Puppy

In addition to helping prevent pet overpopulation, this will help your puppy to live a long and healthy life by

decreasing his risk of many diseases, such as prostatic disease, perineal hernia, orchitis, and testicular neoplasia.

Neutered dogs also show less hormone-dependent behavior, such as mounting, fighting, roaming (which often leads

to trauma, such as being hit by a car), and urine spraying/marking.

Microchips

We recommend microchipping all pets, both indoor and outdoor. This is a permanent form of identification

that, should the worst happen and your puppy escape, a shelter or veterinarian would be able to scan to access your

contact information. At Barkfield Animal Hospital, we carry the AKC Reunite brand of microchips. We can

microchip your pup at any time

Local Laws

Running at large is against the law. Fulton county, Forsyth county, and Gwinnett counties all have a leash law

ordinances. You can receive a citation if you let your dog run loose at one of our green-ways, roads, parks or any other

public place. Please keep in mind that these laws require your dog to be on a 6-ft or shorter leash and under your

control at all times, both on your property and off. You also need to ensure your pup’s rabies vaccine is up to date

and the tag is on their collar at all times.

Car Safety

Have you thought about what would happen to your pet if your were in a car accident together? Just like how

people wear seat belts, proper restraint is important for dogs too! This is so important, both for you and your dog’s



safety, that New Jersey even has a law requiring proper pet restraint during car travel. There are multiple options to

help keep your dog safe and finding the right one for your car and you dog may take time. Carriers are a good option

for small dogs and there are a variety of harness-type seat belts on the market for dogs. One company, Sleepypod, has

crash-tested many of these designs and has developed carriers and seat belts that are highly effective. You can watch

these crash tests online at http://sleepypod.com.

Maintaining the Proper Weight

We use the Purina Body Condition Score system to quantify animal's’ weight in relation to their body size. This is a

1-9 scale, with 1 being very skinny/underweight and a 9 being severely obese. Helping your puppy to maintain and

grow into a proper weight will ensure the he/she is in a low risk category for orthopedic and endocrine diseases.

http://sleepypod.com




Common Toxic Plants, Medications, and Foods

Budding Poisons

They may be pretty, but some plants are poisonous-even deadly. As little as a single leaf from any lily variety can be

lethal to cats.

Others to avoid:

● Amaryllis

● Azaleas

● Christmas tree pine needles

● Chrysanthemums

● Daffodils

● Easter cacti

● Holly

● Hyacinths

● Mistletoe

● Mulch with cocoa beans

● Oleander

● Poinsettias

● Sago palm

● Tulips

Toxic Meds

Acetaminophen is found in more than 200 prescription and

nonprescription formulations such as Tylenol®, Hydrocodone (Vicodin) and

Lorcet, and reduces our pains and fevers. But it only takes one pill to kill a

cat and ingesting it can cause kidney failure and liver damage in dogs.

Dogs are most commonly poisoned by ibuprofen, enticed by the pill’s sweet

coating. Common brads of ibuprofen include Advil®, Midol® and

Motrin®, although it also is available in many generic formulations.

TheWrath of Grapes

The Animal Poison Control Center advises that as few as seven grapes can be

toxic to dogs. Currently, the exact toxic component remains unclear, but

symptoms can last several days to weeks-if your pet responds to treatment.

Other toxic foods include avocados, chocolate, coffee, raisins, nutmeg,

onions, garlic, raw salmon and the sweetener Xylitol, which can be found in sugar-free candy and gum.

Ease Off the Antifreeze

Common sense may tell you that antifreeze is deadly, but are you aware how often pets are exposed to it? Look no

further than your garage or driveway, on the street or in parking lots. Cat litter or sand absorbs the sweet-smelling

fluid and will prevent pets from licking it. A pet-safe antifreeze is also available at stores.

CautionWith Cleaners

We’re not advising you to stop cleaning your house, but be careful where you store them.
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