
 

 

Topic: Fall Discipleship Series   

Part 3: Disciples with Gifts  

Teacher: Elder Jermaine Prince 

Outline 
1. Every disciple has a gift (Romans 12:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; 1 Peter 4:10; 

Ephesians 4:7; 2 Timothy 1:6; Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22-23) 
 

a. Gifts differ according to grace 
• If you’re in Christ, you have a gift. 
• Gifts are not earned, deserved, or based on natural ability; they flow 

from Christ’s generosity. 
• God creates diversity so that His church has balance.  
• How to discover your gift: 

1. Pray for revelation- Ask God to show you. 
2. Pay attention to burden- What needs or people weigh heavy on 

your heart? 
3. Test it through service- Serve where you sense grace and 

watch how God confirms it.  
b. The Spirit manifests in every believer 

• The Spirit does not skip over anyone. 
• The word manifestation means, to make visible. The Spirit shows 

Himself through the way you serve.  
• Gifts are not private trophies; they are public tools for the church’s 

growth. 
• How to begin operating in your gift: 

1. Accept that you are included- Stop saying, “I don’t have a gift.” 
Start where you are- Use your gift in small groups. 

2. Seek confirmation- Ask mentors or leaders for guidance.  



 

  2 
 

 
2. No gift is insignificant. (1 Corinthians 12:14-18; 1 Corinthians 12:22; Romans 12;4-

5; Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 2:19; 1 Corinthians 1:27; Matthew 10:42; Zechariah 
4:10; James 2:5; Luke 16:10) 
 

a. The body is not one member, but many 
• A single part can’t define the whole body. 
• Diversity in the body is intentional, not accidental. 
• Nobody gets to choose their role; God Himself assigns the 

placement. 
• How to see your gift as significant: 

1. Reject comparison- Stop measuring your gift against someone 
else’s gift. 

2. Accept your placement- Believe that God is pleased with 
where he assigned your role. 

3. Invest where you are- Don’t wait for a bigger stage; serve 
faithfully in the role God has given now.  
 

b. Those which seem weaker are necessary.  
• Paul confronts the Corinthian tendency to undervalue “less visible” 

gifts. 
• What appears weak to us may be strong in God’s eyes. 
• God delights in using what looks insignificant to shame the strong. 
• How to accomplish appreciating all gifts: 

1. Honor hidden roles- Intentionally celebrate prayer warriors, 
greeters, intercessors, and caretakers. 

2. Serve with heaven’s perspective- Remember that God rewards 
what man overlooks. 

3. Practice humility- Be content with roles that may not come 
with applause but carry eternal weight.  

 

3. Gifts are for service, not for self (1 Peter 4:10; Matthew 20:26-28; Galatians 5:13; 
Philippians 2:4; Romans 12:3; John 13:14-15; Mark 10:45; Philippians 2:7) 
 

a. Gifts are given to serve others 
• Peter says every man “hath received the gift”; the purpose is to 

minister, to serve. 
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• We are not owners of our gifts, we are stewards; a steward manages 
resources that belong to someone else for the benefit of others. 

• God’s grace is described as manifold; diverse and uniquely 
expressed through each believer’s gift. 

•  How to accomplish being a good steward over your gift: 
1. See your gift as a trust- A steward asks, “How can I use this for 

God’s people?” 
2. Redirect focus outward- Measure effectiveness by impact on 

others and not applause. 
3. Use your gift consistently- Gifts show stronger in practice, not 

in theory. 
b. The greatest is the servant 

• True greatness is not in ruling but in serving 
• Jesus modeled this; He had all authority yet chose to wash feet and 

ultimately give His life. 
• Disciples are not above the Master; if Christ served, we too must 

serve. 
• How to accomplish becoming a servant: 

1. Study Jesus’ model of service- Reflect on how He served 
practically and sacrificially. 

2. Choose humility daily- Look for ways to take the lower place 
and lift others up. 

3. Practice servant-leadership- Use influence to empower 
others, not dominate. 

4. Reflection Questions 
a. Every disciple has a gift: 

• How does understanding gifts as “grace-based” change how you 
see them? 

• What burdens or passions might be pointing you toward your gift? 
b. No gift is insignificant: 

• Why do we tend to overvalue public gifts and undervalue private 
ones? 

• Can you think of an example of a “hidden” ministry that had an 
impact on your life?  

c. The greatest gift is the servant:  
• How does comparing gifts damage the unity of the church? 
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• What is one gift you recognize in yourself an how can you use it 
more intentionally? 

 
5. Application 

a. Write down two ways you’ve already seen God use you in the past year.  
b. Spend time this week encouraging someone who serves in a hidden ministry. 
c. Identify one gift God has you and write down two ways you can serve other 

with it this month. 
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