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Topic: Fall Discipleship Series “Discipleship that Leads to Service”

Part 1: The Call to Follow
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Dates: 10/8/2025 & 10/15/2025

1.

Discipleship starts with surrender, not service
(Romans 12:1; John 12:24-25; Luke 14:27; Luke 10:38-42; 1 Samuel 15:22;
Galatians 2:20)
a. Many people get busy serving before they truly surrender.
b. Surrender means laying your life on the altar, before you ever pick up an
assignment.
c. Activity is often confused with discipleship.
d. Why surrender comes before service:
e Service without surrender is performance.
e Surrender aligns with God’s will.
e Surrender produces lasting fruit; service alone produces burnout.
e. Howto accomplish surrender before service:
e Daily surrender: Before you do anything, spend time with presenting
yourself to God.
e Obedience check: If obedience is missing, service loses its meaning.
e |dentity shift: Your ministry isn’t my ministry; it’s Christ’s life through
you.
e Stop serving to be seen: Surrender shifts focus from applause to
obedience.

2. Following, requires leaving



(Mark 10:28; Philippians 3:7-8; Genesis 12:1; 1 Kings 19:19-21; Ruth 1:16 Matthew
19:27)
a. Everycallto followis also a call to leave.
b. Leavingis not a loss; it’s an exchange.
c. Weights aren’t sinful, but they tie you down; sin entangles you and keeps you
from moving forward.
d. You cannot follow Jesus while staying tied to your nets.
How to accomplish this:

e |dentify your nets: What do | run back to when | don’t want to fully obey
God?

e Replace, don’tjust remove: If you let go of something without filling the
space, you’ll return to it.

e Runlight: Choose one weight to drop this season.

e Accountability partner: Share with someone you trust what “net” you’re
dropping.

e Focus on the gain, not the loss: Keep your eyes on what you are gaining
in Christ, not what you’re leaving behind.

. Jesus calls us to bear fruit that remains. (John 15,5,8,16; Matthew 7:16; 2 Timothy

2:2; Matthew 6:20; Psalm 1: 3)
a. Fruitis evidence of discipleship.
b. Fruit has two sides:
i. Character fruit (Galatians 5:22-23)- The Spirit shaping us into Christ’s
likeness.
ii. Contribution fruit (Colossians 1:10)- The Spirit using us in good works
that bless others.
c. Remaining fruit means longevity; fruit that remains keeps blessing, keeps
reproducing, keeps pointing back to Jesus.
d. Revivalfire fades if not cultivated into lasting fruit; revival gives the spark;
discipleship produces the harvest.
How to accomplish bearing fruit that remains:
e Abide in Christ daily: Fruit comes from connection, not effort.
e Allow pruning: God cuts off what does not produce fruit so that more
can grow.
e Serve consistently: Sporadic service doesn’t build fruit that remains.
e Mentor and multiply: Discipleship is not just about what grows in you,
but what grows through you.



e Focus on eternal impact: Fruit that remains is kingdom-centered, not
self-centered.

4. Reflection Questions
a. Discipleship starts with surrender, not service.
i. Inwhat areas of my life have | given God my service but not my
surrender?
ii. What’s harder for you personally: surrendering control to God or
serving others? Why?
b. Followingrequires leaving:
i. What are some modern “nets” that believers today need to drop to
grow?
ii. What do you think is the difference between leaving a sin versus
leaving a weight?
c. Jesus calls us to bear fruit that remains:
i. Which fruit of the Spirit is the strongest in my life? Which needs
growth?
ii. Inwhatways do | serve thatimpacts others?
iii. Who in my life is stronger in Christ today because of my influence?
e Add adaily practice that helps you surrender first (prayer, scripture meditation,
journaling, etc.)
e List2-3 “nets” that may be keeping you from fully following Christ. Circle one that
you will surrender this week.

e Write down what kind of “fruit that remains” you would like to see in your life by the
end of this year.



