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LUSK MUNICIPAL AIRPORT FLY IN 

Classics and Cowb·oys· M

. Second fly-in brings out the crowds 
BY HEATHER GODDARD 

hgoddard@luskherald.com 

. 
. 

LUSK - Cowboy hats and classic 
cars, aviators and Cessnas. Pan
cakes and sausage. All could be 
found at the second annual Lusk 

Municipal Airport Fly-in, Car Show 
and pancake breakfast. Started 
last year as a way to promote rural 
and small municipal airpots, the 
funding comes from the state of 
Wyoming. 

Kicking off with at 7 a.m. pan-

cake breakfast those in attendance 
enjoyed their hot breakfast while 
watching planes fly in and cars B
rumble across the parking lot.While 
weather prevented some pilots for 

see CLASSICS page AS 
i., 

PC: HEATHER GODDARD 

Ronnie Brown stands next to his 69 Jag in prowler purple that 
sports a 302 Ford under the hood at the second annual Lusk 
Municipal Fly-in and Car Show 
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Owners of private planes made attendees smile and watch with 
awe as they came and went during the fly-in. 
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Over 100 people attended the fly-in arid tar show on Saturday June 1 o; · ··- ' ·
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·LUSK - The sheep industry has
been instrumental in the develop
ment and economy of many commu
n'ities in Wyoming. Accounts of the 
men and women documenting their 
contributions, hardships, life styles 
and ranches are printed in the pages 
of books, magazines and personal ac
cbunts of the evolution of the Wyo
ming sheep dynasty. One of the most 
romantic aspects of this epic event 
is the creation of a home on wheels, 
the Sheep Wagon (Sheepbed). Little is 
known of the makers or which towns 
the wagons were constructed. 
JA group of sheep wagon enthusi

asts lead by Tom Lindmier (Western 

History Author), Dr. Jim O'Rourke 
(Retired Chadron State College) and 
Richard Kaan are collecting infor
mation from Wyoming individuals 
and ranches that may be beneficial 
for identifying sheep wagons or 
parts of wagons that identify with 
individuals or companies that built 
them. The information will be pub
lished in a book. As many as 50 in
dividual makers in 15 counties have 
been identified from newspaper 
articles, museums and written ac
counts. Many other sheep wagons 
were constructed by the individual 
ranches or custom made by local 
handmen or blacksmiths. 

During the late 1800s and early 

1900s, sheep wagon builders were in 
nearly every town in Wyoming and 
many of the ranches were building 
their version of a "Sheepherders 
Palace on Wheels". Joe McFarlane 
located in Lusk, and for several 
years devoted his time to build
ing sheep wagons, which were the
pride of the sheepmen.

1 
These w�re 

the first well-built wagons in this 
part of the country and Mr. McFar
lane prided himself in their con
struction. They were guaranteed 
to be water-proof, and contained 

. a bed, cooking outfit and the floor 
was covered with inlaid linoleum. 
The complete wagon sold for $285. 
The wagon contained but very few 

nails. Mr. McFarlane constructed·,, 
the wagon with screws; bolts and:· 
tacks. The floor boards were not-, 
nailed but screwed together. Practi-'-. 
cally all the wagons were in service 
at least 30 years, without having to 
be repaired." (Lusk Herald Jubilee, 
Addition) 

If you have any information or 

a sheep wagon or parts of a wagon 

that may be a McFarlane sheep 

wagon or a Card sheep wagon sold -

in Manville, they would like to exam�, 

ine the construction, take photos and: 

collect any information about the. 

wagon, the ranch it served and peo-• 

ple who may have used it. Contact 

Richard Kaan 605 440 1007. 
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l:Jleing able to attend, those that were 
able to make it willingly answered 
q:uestions about their aircraft. Sev
eral local pilots also opened up their 
hangars at the airport to allow at
tendees a look at the private planes 
they might see in the skies over Nio
brara county. Dan Hanson was there 
with his fully restored Hudson Hor
net and also showed off his personal 

aircraft. Ronnie Brown and Hanson 
stood looking at cars while their 
cowboy hats shaded their eyes from 
the morning sun. The enjoyment of 
the morning evident on their faces. 

The tail draggers were parked on 
the grass. These planes tend to be 
more for the off-runway landings 
and some had larger tires to get the 
prop up even higher during land
ings and take-offs. A nickname for 
the 180's and 185 is the "Alaska State 

Bird" since it is a preferred aircraft 
for many bush pilots. The planes 
with "tricycle gear" or one tire in 
the front and two in the back tend to 
be more for use in situations where 
runways are available. They are 
often used by doctors and attorneys. 

All ages enjoyed watching planes 
take off and land. Kids in atten
dance exclaimed over the convert
ibles and bi-planes. Childhood fasci
nation with planes and cars came to 

the forefront for even the adults in• 
attendance as they crossed their fin-· 
gers the weather would hold out fo:11 
the anticipated flour drop at 10:00. 

Organizer Royce Thompson ex• · 
pressed his appreciation for the· 
pilots and car owners that helped 
make the event a success. Seeing·. 
the many families enjoying the 
event seemed to make all the work 
of coordinating and organizing'' 
worth it. 
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pbrary until the animal can be safe
ly caught and handled and the po
tential owner is confident that it is 
safe for the animal to be turned into 
a larger pasture or shorter fenced 
area. 
· The agreement that is signed is a
ontact between the federal govern
en.t and potential owner and is

potential owner becomes unable to 
take care of the animal or relocates 
they are allowed to either surrender 
the animal without penalty or do a 
transfer of care to another approved 
party. 

After one year the adopting party 
receives the title to the animal and 
becomes the horse becomes fully 
privately owned. 

is held at Cheyenne Frontier Days 
when trained horses are available 
for auction. Green-broke horses are 
also made available at an event at 
the Wyoming Honor Farm in River
ton, WY. 

Vendors and a silent auction pro
vided another form of entertainment 
and information. The silent auc
tion items benefitted Operation Re-

session. Operation Remount focuses 
on utilizing mustangs to assist vet
erans and first responders in a form 
of equine therapy whereby the indi
vidual works to bond with and begin 
training their animal. At the end of 
their session they are eligible to own 
the mustang they trained or donate 
it back to the program. 

Local vendors provided every-


