DeLorean Ground Connections
By Robin McNEill, Contributing Editor

Is your DeLorean troubled by a
seemingly weak alternator? Do the
headlights dim when the cooling fans
are on? If the headlights are on, does
the volt meter drop towards the 8 volt
mark at a stop light?

If these symptoms sound familiar you
might want to check the ground con-
nection from the front of your vehicle
to the battery located in the rear.

1. First lift the hood and check the bat-
tery gound connection to the frame.
To find, see the arrow in photo 1.
Use a 11 mm socket and be sure the
connection is tight. While you are
looking under the hood it would also
be advisable to check the area where
the corrugated air intake pipe passes
near the aluminum coolant pipe. If
those two pipes are touching, the
corrugated pipe is probably slowly
cutting through the coolant pipe.
You can prevent this from happening
by putting an ordinary steel hose
clamp around the coolant pipe to
protect it.
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2. Next check the ground wire for the
electrical components in the front of
the car. It is located near the front
left wheel. Jack up the car and
remove the wheel. Be sure to set the
parking brake and block the rear
wheels. When you remove the front
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wheel, mark the stud nearest the tire
stem, so that the wheel can be
returned to its original position
(photo 2). This will retain the wheel
balance.

3. Now you can see the bolt that the
entire front end of the vehicle is
grounded through (photo 3). The
cause of a poor connection at this
point is that the epoxy coating,
which covers the entire steel frame,
was not ground from beneath this
bolt at the time of assembly. Before
proceeding any further you might
want to check this connection with
an ohm meter. (photo 4) The resis-
tance on this vehicle was 5 OHMS.

4. To correct this problem, remove the
bolt, and push the radiator support
bracket aside, and use a wire brush
to remove the road grime from the
bolt and frame (photo 5).

5. Next grind or chip the epoxy from
the dimple in which the bolt is seated
(photo 6). This will ensure a good

connection. To do this job, we used a
Demoto type tool, but any method
of removing the epoxy coating from
the frame at this point is acceptable.
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6. It is not unusual to discover that
some of the wires which are
grounded do not have connectors! If
you find this condition, you should
definitely correct this oversight by
using an electrical connector available
at hardware and auto stores. You
should also buy some star washers
(photo 7).

7. When re-installing the gound bolt be
sure to remember that a good physi-
cal connection is a good electrical
connection. Install the star washer
and the ground wire beneath the
radiator mounting bracket (photo 8).

When we performed this repair on
the DeLorean pictured the dashboard -
voltmeter indicated that the electrical
system was putting out 12 volts with
the air conditioner on and the engine at
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an idle. Prior to the ground wire repair,
only 9-10 volts were shown on the
meter.

While we were working on the car
we decided to do a lube job. The DeLo-
rean is especially easy to lube, having
only four lube points. Photo 9 shows
upper left nipple lube in its hard to find
location. By the way, you may need a
lube gun with a flex hose, as shown.
Before attempting to lubricate the ball
joint, it is necessary to wipe the lube
point off (photo 10). Connect the lube
gun (photo 11) and give the joint 3 or 4
good pumps of grease. The other lube
joint is located below the top one and
may be accessed by reaching beneath
the wheel (photo 12). Once you know
where the lube points are, it is unneces-
sary to remove the wheel to perform
this maintenance procedure. The ball
joints should be lubricated every 4,000
miles.O

“DELOREAN OWNERS ASSOCIATION PRODUCTS”

Clothing Slianno

o DOA Silver Satin Jacket (Unisex), zippered front With 1ogo . ....oovuvviiiiii e, $52.85 (2.00)
embroidered on left front panel—Sizes XSML to XXL.GE

¢ DOA Logo Men’s Golf Shirt—black or gray—any size . ...........ccoviiiiiiniiiinnnnnnns $18.50 (2.50)

o DOA Logo Ladies Scoop Neck Shirt—black or gray—any size ...........cooviiiiiiieieinnnnnnn... $15.75 (2.00)

¢ DOA Logo Ladies V-Neck Shirt—black or gray—any size ............ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. $15.75 (2.50)

¢ DOA LoGOHAS—aNYSIZE. .+ it a1 o v ainve o s s sieioial o'aotelaiaia s o sia slorolsr shaia s Siiats fo syshenss s s sie 16 oo 0 obiafer $ 6.00 (1.00)

¢ DOA Logo Embroidered Patches . .....vviiiiiiiii ittt it et e e ie i e $ 3.00 (0.50)

Accessories

o Prototype Photos of the “first” DelLorean—25set of 12 . .. .vuiiiiie ittt iiiiiinennnns $14.00 (1.00)

o Prototype Photos of the “first” DelLorean—full set of 24 ... ........iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, $24.00 (2.00)

¢ DOA Logo Chrome Member Badge for Car . .....vuvete ittt itiiiiieie e iieninnnnenns $10.00 (0.75)

o DOA Logo Solid Walnut Pen Desk Set . ...vuvuerniitinniit ittt initeenneninneennnenns $23.53 (2.50)

¢ DOA Logo BusinessiCard Case (SIVer TON): ... v it Mt ot s bionoie v o 5 oimtaruias o fols s sision st sibioi $23.18 (1.40)

¢ DOA Logo Key RiNG (SIVEr TONE) - v is s o oo slersieieri Sibsenslsin s abatators (157 s s o o/sistes s asn s 's'n s sislsl sre Shoth $ 156 (0.56)

o DOA Logo [LapelPi(SHVEr TONE) <o« isin«is vios s o sinie s 5iote ool atet shitors sna o s s o5t oa a4 4516 61 olars) e Sebiots $ 3.88 (0.39)

o Past issues of Del_orean World (Photo COPIES) . . .« vttt ettt ettt et et et ee et eennnnns $ 5.00/issue  (1.00)
“Vol. 1 Book 1, Vol. 1 Book II, Vol. 2 Number 1, Vol. 2 Number 2, Vol. 2 Number 3, Vol. 2 Number 4”

Prices subject to change and product availability Sales tax @ 6.5% California only

Mail order and check (including shipping charges) payable to:
Del orean Owners Association Products, 12340 Felson Place, Cerritos, CA 90701
Phone: (213) 402-4141
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