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[bookmark: _GoBack]New Constitution of the Evangelical-Lutheran Parish in Dessau,
issued and accepted on November 5, 1893


	



Section 1. 





#2.



#3.


#4.



#5.
	We, the undersigned members of the Evangelical-Lutheran parish in Dessau, Travis County, Texas have come together in order to draft rules and regulations for a general charter or constitution.

Those, who would like to become a member of this parish, have to sign this constitution. Herewith, they agree to fulfill all of the obligations of this parish in a timely manner, and they are entitled to share all of the possessions the parish owns. They are also obligated to share all of the debts the parish might accumulate. 

This parish is of Evangelical-Lutheran faith, and thus it is independent from the ecclesiastical councils, and all matters of the church will be decided by the majority of the church members. 

The Board of Directors of the parish consists of 4 (four) members: Chairman, secretary, treasurer and supervisor of the churchyard.

The chairman has the obligation to preside over the meetings, to draft regulations for the church and to present them to the parish members, and, in case it is necessary, he has to stand in for the pastor.

The secretary has to handle all of the written paperwork for the parish, and he is in charge of writing up the minutes as well. The church members have to see to it that only a person well versed in writing is chosen for this position.  
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# 6.










#7.



#8.








#9.















	Continuation of the Constitution

The treasurer has to be of support to the chairman. He has to distribute the funds by handing out a receipt, and he receives the funds from the secretary. He has to enter all of the incoming and outgoing funds into a ledger book. Payments can be made only for the good of the membership, and the treasurer cannot dispense funds in the amount of more than  $5 (five) Dollars without the specific authorization of the church members.  

The overseer of the churchyard has the obligation to see to it that the churchyard is well taken care of, and he has to supervise the care of the graves.

The chairman serves - starting from the first day of his election - for one year. Each member is allowed to vote and to take on a position if the member thinks he is capable of fulfilling all of the obligations in a timely and proper manner. The chairman has to fulfill his obligations appropriately, and each member should treat all of the matters of the church like he would take care of his own affairs.  

Church members have to pay $10 (ten) Dollars for a graveyard plot. This amount entitles the member to a graveyard plot of 12 x 32 □ feet. Non-members are allowed to reserve a 12 x 32 □ graveyard plot by paying $5 (five) Dollars. However, they are not obligated to reserve a graveyard plot, instead they and their family members can be buried in a row grave without forgoing the reserved graveyard plot though. In addition, non-members, who would like to be buried at this local cemetery,  
have to make a payment in the amount of $2.50 (two Dollars and fifty cents) for a  row grave .



This is an addendum to #9 above

	# 9.
	Added:
Those members, who decided to leave the parish or who were asked to leave the parish, do not have any rights to the parish's "property" anymore, this includes burial plots, which will immediately revert back to the parish. 

2. Persons, who used to be members of the parish, and who have paid for a burial plot, are allowed - upon joining the parish again - to take possession of the plot for a reimbursement of $5 (five) Dollars. In case their plot has been given away to someone else in the meantime, then the parish will make a decision on this matter.
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	#10.













#11.


#12.
	Every three months meetings will be held. At this time, the money for the church coffer is collected, as well as the money for the maintenance of the church property. Those, who have not paid their dues within the three months - counting from the due date -,will be reminded in writing by the secretary. If they do not come forward with a solid excuse in the next three months, then they will be regarded as having left the parish voluntarily. In case there are quarrels among the parish members, then the parish should handle this matter in an open meeting. The members should treat each other in a respectful and courteous manner. Those members, who do not show acceptable behavior, will be asked to leave the parish if 2/3 of the members agree on this decision. In addition, if the majority of the Members of the Board make a decision on a matter, then those members, who do not agree with this, nevertheless have to accept the verdict. 

It has been agreed upon that further regulations and sections can be added to this constitution as the need arises.

(Added): According to the statutes, which allow that additional resolutions of the members can be added, the members decided to add the following:
"The secretary is obligated to write down the minutes of every meeting - this has been mentioned in Section 5 already - so that members, who were absent, have a chance to inform themselves about the decisions which were made, and the issues which were discussed."
Furthermore, it was decided "to divide the membership into 4 (four) levels in 
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	#12.
	(Added): order to more equally distribute the membership fees. A committee of five members worked on this classification, and each member should pay his dues without complaints. 

Presented and accepted by the membership on November 5, 1893.

Signed  Rich[ard] Kaufer, Secretary

Personal signatures of the members.



