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Introducing Poland

Poland is located within Central Eastern Europe (CEE) whose vast 
territory covers some 312,679 km2 (120,733 sq mi) making it the ninth 
largest land area in Europe.

In the north-west is the Baltic Sea coastline which spans from the Bay 
of Pomerania to the Gulf of Gdańsk. This provides four main seaports 
Gdańsk, Gdynia, Szczecin and Świnoujście.

The country is then bordered by Lithuania and Kaliningrad Oblast of 
Russia to the northeast, Belarus and Ukraine to the east, Slovakia and 
the Czech Republic to the south, and Germany to the west.

It is this geographical location and shipping routes into the Chinese 
ports of Shanghai, Xingang, and Qingdao that makes Poland the key 
gateway between Asia and Europe, which attracts investors in huge 
numbers from the United States and South-East Asia.

In July 2004 Poland formerly joined the European Union (EU) as a full 
member state adopting the same rule of law as all other countries in 
Europe. 

Whilst subsequently joining the Schengen Area in 2007, resulting in 
the country’s borders with fellow European Union countries being 
dismantled, allowing for full freedom of movement.

The country’s international security is guaranteed via its participation 
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) having entered the 
alliance in 1999 along with the Czech Republic and Hungary.

The political stability offered by EU membership alongside this robust 
security makes Poland a credible and important business partner for 
foreign investors.

A land of striking beauty, Poland is punctuated by great forests and 
rivers, broad plains and tall mountains. Warsaw (Warszawa), is the 
country’s capital, and features a rich blend of modern buildings with 
historic architecture. Sadly, most areas were heavily damaged during 
World War II but have now been faithfully restored in one of the most 
thoroughgoing reconstruction efforts in European history.

With a population of nearly 38.5 million people, Poland is the fifth 
most populous member state of the EU. Other major cities include 
Kraków, Łódź, Wrocław, Poznań, Gdańsk, and Szczecin.

Key Poland Facts and Figures

Poland shipped US$264 billion worth 
of goods around the globe in 2019. 
That dollar amount reflects a 35.8% 
increase since 2015 and a 0.8% up-
tick from 2018 to 2019.

The top Polish exports are Vehicle 
Parts ($14.6B), Cars ($6.8B), Seats 
($6.14B), Other Furniture ($5.49B), 
and Computers ($5.05B), these 
goods were exporting mostly to 
Germany ($68.4B), Czech Republic 
($15.4B), United Kingdom ($15.3B), 
France ($14.7B), and Italy ($11.9B).

Imports totalled $262 billion with 
12.3% of those coming from China 
signalling Poland’s importance as a 
gateway for companies wishing to 
access the EU market place.



The economy of Poland is an industrialised, mixed economy with a 
developed market that serves as the sixth largest in the European 
Union (EU) and the largest among the former Eastern Bloc members 
of the EU. 

Since 1988, Poland has pursued a policy of economic liberalisation 
and today proudly stands as the greatest success story of all the 
post-communist states within Europe.

Its economy was the only one in the EU to avoid a recession through 
the 2007–08 economic downturn, and as of 2019 the Polish economy 
has been growing steadily for the past 28 years, a record high in the 
EU and only surpassed by Australia in the world economy.

Like other countries around the globe Poland’s economy did slightly 
shrink in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, however, the impact 
was much less than in any other European country.

This was largely based on an easing of pandemic-related restrictions, 
normalisation of economic activity in many sectors and the substantial 
economic package that was implemented by the government, as well 
as recovery in key trading partners.

The net result of which is that the World Bank are forecasting a growth 
in Polish Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during 2021 of 3.5% making 
it the only country in Europe to reach its pre-crisis level by year end.

Many around the world, including Germany and the United States, are 
now looking to capitalise on this recovery and predicted boom years 
to come. 

U.S. News and CEO Magazine have ranked Poland as the third best 
place in the world for Americans to invest post pandemic, stating;

“Perhaps an unexpected entry for many, the Eastern European nation 
was found to be one of the top-tier places for investment, ranking highly 
for market potential and institutional framework.”

For more than 20 years, Poland like no other country within Central 
Eastern Europe (CEE), has managed to attract a great deal of foreign 
capital, totalling EUR 176bn, ranking Poland second for Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in Europe, surpassing even Germany in terms of jobs 
created.

Foreign investors willingly invest their funds in Poland treating it as a 
safe haven in times of worldwide financial uncertainty. Global reports 
highlight the economic and political stability of Poland, educated and 
competent human capital together with a large domestic market as 
being key ingredients for attracting investors.

Those taking advantage of the favourable conditions for investors and 
the ease of doing business in Poland include; Microsoft, Google, Dell, 
LG Chem, Ford, SPAR, Samsung, Goldman-Sachs and Mercedes-Benz 
to list just a few household names.

There has been a heavy focus on ‘high-tech’ investments alongside a 
high number of ‘Deep-Tech Start-ups” which has lead to Poland being 
called the ‘Silicon Valley of Europe’.

The country has also developed into a leading video game exporter. 
CD Projekt’s Witcher series was a big hit, based as it was on a series 
of best-selling Polish books, which were also the basis for a Netflix 
show.

According to data from PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC), Poland’s 
video game and exports market was worth $664 million in 2019 — up 
from $400 million in 2014 — and is predicted to climb to nearly $850 
million over the next four years.

Economic Performance



Read the Full Article
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Polish GDP Growth Comparison with Euro Zone

Poland was the only EU country to avoid 
recession during the global economic 
crisis, growing by an impressive 25% 
during the period between 2008-2015.

Benefits derived from not being a Euro 
Zone member, instead preferring its 
own currency, Polish Złoty (PLN), which 
stably trades on international markets.

The strength and reliability of the Zloty 
compared to other major currencies is 
an important point for our investors, as 
it ensures both their guaranteed profits 
and principal sum repayment upon 
loan maturity.

Six Reasons to Choose Poland

Investors may ask “Why Poland?” the Polish Investment and Trade 
Agency (PAIH) answer this question perfectly through presenting the 
‘Five Best Reasons to Choose Poland’.

1. Economic Stability and Investment Potential
Poland has only experienced a recession once since 1989 – in 
2001 – and that one lasted just a few months.

2. Strategic Location
Poland is one of the key players in the New Silk Road project. 
The land belt is to connect China with Central Asia and Europe, 
and the sea route – the Far East with the Middle East and Africa.

3. Human Capital
A very well educated population. A staggering 92% of Polish 
citizens, aged 25-64, have at least a secondary education.

4. An Innovative Nation with a Large Domestic Market
In Poland, over 200 companies (start-ups and corporations) 
invest in Artificial Intelligence and over 40 companies are R&D 
centres that focus on AI, Big Data and IT products.

5. Expertise in Many Sectors of Industry
Manufacturing expertise spans numerous sectors. Including; 
Automotive, Aviation, Gaming, Renewable Energy and Business 
Services.

The sixth good reason is the excellent support offered to investors by 
organisations such as PAIH or the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Poland.

https://50shadesdevelopmentsmembers.com/brochures/Six%20good%20reasons%20for%20investors%20to%20choose%20Poland.pdf


Airports in Poland

National Road Network

Since joining the European Union Poland has invested over €59 Billion 
($70 Billion) developing its transport infrastructure with a further €102 
Billion ($121 Billion) of projects due for completion by 2025. 

This has created one of the most modern transport systems in the EU 
with Poland ranked fifth in Europe in terms of express-way length 
(4,000 km) and the fourth longest rail network (19,398 km).

 9 4 International Airports
(Warsaw, Katowice, Kraków, Rzeszów)

 9 9 European Airports
 9 4,000 km of Express-Ways
 9 19,398 km Rail Network
 9 34 Intermodal Terminals
 9 4 Sea Ports

(Gdańsk, Gdynia, Szczecin, Świnoujście)

The Deepwater Container Terminal Gdańsk (DCT Gdańsk) and the 
Central Port in Gdańsk, make the Tri-City area of Gdańsk, Gdynia and 
Sopot, one of the most important logistic points on the map of Europe.

Launched in 2005, DCT Gdańsk is the largest container terminal in 
Poland and the only deep-water terminal in the Baltic Sea region. It is 
the fastest growing container port on the continent.

The biggest project that will be realised within the next few years is 
the Solidarity Transport Hub (STH) which is a brand new international 
airport. 

This project is the government’s response to a substantial increase 
in air passenger traffic in Poland.  In 2019 Polish airports handled 44 
million passengers with circa 18.9 million of those travelling through 
Poland’s largest airport, Chopin Airport in Warsaw.  

STH has been designed to handle 45 million passengers and will 
have the opportunity to eventually support 100 million passengers. 
The project is scheduled to launch in 2027 at an estimated cost of €7.6 
Billion ($9 Billion) making it the most expensive single infrastructure 
project since 1989.

Poland is already the main logistics hub linking Western Europe with 
the east via rail links to Belarus and Russia then onward to China as 
well as its shipping routes to critical ports such as Shanghai, Xingang, 
and Qingdao.

However, this reputation will soon be enhanced even further as Poland 
becomes a key player in the ‘New Silk Road’ project.

The initiative, which was formerly announced in 2013 is being lead 
by the Chinese government. The land “Belt” is to connect China with 
Central Asia and Europe, and the sea “Route” will link the Far East 
with the Middle East and Africa.

Łódź located in central Poland is a main terminal along the New Silk 
Road and has been operating a regular cargo rail connection with the 
Chinese city of Chengdu since 2013.

The ease of access for delivering vital components alongside the 
gateway into Europe offered by Poland has resulted in a huge amount 
of investors from South-East Asia.

With organisations either electing to establish manufacturing facilities 
or distribution warehouses. This has resulted in a drive to build more 
similar suitable units all over the country.

Transport Infrastructure
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One of the factors behind Poland’s success story is highly educated 
and competent ‘Human Capital’. Up to 92% of citizens aged between 
25 to 65 have at least secondary education, which is well above the 
OECD average of 78%.

There are currently 285 universities with 1.3 million students studying, 
placing Poland fourth in Europe for number of students. 

However, what makes the Polish higher-education system stand out 
is the large number of students majoring in STEM faculties (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).

Unemployment is amongst the lowest in Europe at just 3.5% in 2019, 
well below that of neighbouring countries. This, along with an aging 
workforce, has resulted in many companies often struggling to recruit 
manpower.

In response to this the government has opened borders to actively 
encourage workers from not only around Europe, but other areas such 
as the Ukraine and India to come and work in Poland. 

During 2019 there were 444,738 new work permits issued to foreign 
nationals, a figure that has been on the increase since 2015.

This has lead to increased job security and rises in average salaries 
which have reached 5,456 Zloty (PLN) per month, while the current 
National Minimum Wage (NMW) is 2,800 PLN monthly with a target of 
achieving 4,000 PLN by 2024.

Human Capital

When Poland first entered the EU in 2004 average salaries were much 
lower than in other member states. This resulted in large numbers of 
people leaving Poland to attain higher salaries and living conditions, 
with the majority of those choosing either Germany or the UK.

However, a combination of higher salaries in Poland and the United 
Kingdom’s decision to leave the EU (Brexit) many of those migrating 
workers are now returning back home.

In 2018 more than 2.5 million Poles lived are worked abroad, however, 
2018 saw the first drop in this figure with 85,000 returning for better 
wages. This number has continually risen with over 400,000 believed 
to be back working in Poland. 



Debki Beach

With all of the natural beauty on offer it is no wonder that tourism in 
Poland is booming. In 2019 there were 21.4 million tourists, making it 
the 18th most visited country in the world, increasing from 17.5 million 
in the previous year.

The largest number of visitors by far came from Germany (7.1 million) 
followed by Ukraine, United Kingdom, Russia and Belarus. The annual 
value of tourism in Poland is over 150 Billion Zloty ($38.2 Billion).

Those who love the beach will be spoilt for choice in the north with 
locations such as; Świnoujście, Krynica Morska, Debki, Karwieńskie 
Błoto or Sopot to name just a few of the soothing sun soaked spots.

Yet for many it is the great outdoors that attracts them to visit, with 23 
National Parks and 14 UNESCO World Heritage Sites there is plenty to 
see and do.

Whether hiking among the pine trees of Kampinos National Park or 
taking in the awe inspiring 13th century Wieliczka salt mine or maybe 
just wondering around one of many historical castles like Wawel Royal 
Castle in Kraków there is something for young and old to enjoy.

Shopaholics will not be left disappointed, there are numerous large 
malls offering the latest in designer clothes and retail outlets. While 
there are bargains a plenty to be found in traditional markets like Targ 
Śniadaniowy.

Poland is famous for amber and silver, it is worth looking for original 
examples from young artists. Beautiful items can be found in the Metal 
gallery in Warsaw.

The area around Wałbrzych is the place to buy Silesian porcelain, for 
glass visit Krosno, whilst for cut glass head to Szklarska Poręba.

Finally, to the south where ski enthusiasts will relish in snow topped 
mountains which serve up 497 kilometres of slopes, covering easy, 
intermediate and difficult.

Czarna Góra is located in the south of Poland, south of Klodzko within 
the Sudety Mountains, attracts over 1 million visitors per year. At an 
elevation of 835m to 1,250m, with over 9km of ski and snowboarding 
slopes, nine modern ski lifts and a toboggan track, there is something 
for everyone.

Tourism Industry

Wawel Royal Castle, Kraków

Main Market Square in Wroclaw

Czarna Góra Ski Resort



Japanese and South Korean companies have been heavily investing 
in Poland since the 1990’s many of which have elected to established 
manufacturing facilities serving the EU market.

However, with implementation of the ‘New Silk Road’ initiative these 
traditional investors are now being joined by organisations spanning 
Asia, including; China and Malaysia.

Signalled by Yifan Pharmaceuticals acquisition of a controlling stake 
in the Polish insulin maker Bioton and the purchase by Permodalan 
Nasional Berhad (PNB) of logistic parks across the country.

There have also been massive increases in property investments since 
2013 coming from Singapore, the Philippines, China, South Korea and 
Malaysia, with over $7.7 Billion invested in CEE real estate.

Asian Investments

Top Asian Investors in Poland

1. LG Chem
2. Samsung
3. Yifan Pharmaceuticals
4. Bridgestone
5. Toyota
6. Mitsubishi Corp
7. Permodalan Nasional Berhad (PNB)
8. Toshiba Corporation
9. Daewoo
10. Huawei Technologies

Feature Article - Asian Sector

Read the Full Article

“In recent years, Poland has been viewed as a reliable partner 
for international investment, attracting USD 197bn in foreign 
capital, and surpassing such big European players as Germany 
or UK in terms of jobs created through FDIs. 

This was made possible through a combination of economic 
stability, big internal market, highly skilled professionals and an 
advantageous logistical position. Companies from all around the 
world, including many Asian and American enterprises, have set 
up operations in Poland for those very reasons, bolstering the 
economic growth and development of the country.”

Euro-China Train, South Korean investors and gold repatriation

“On Monday, The Straits Times from Singapore shone the spotlight on Poland 
and the CEE region as a growing market for Asian investors, from real estate 
to industrial assets. 

In particular, the recent activity of South Korean investors was highlighted 
with South Korea’s National Pension Service, the third-largest pension fund 
in the world, powering investment in the region.

Just this year, the article noted, South Korean investors have spent €670 
million in Vienna, €544 million in Prague offices and nearly €400 million in 
Poland as a whole.”

Read the Full Article

https://50shadesdevelopmentsmembers.com/brochures/Poland%20Land%20of%20Opportunities_EN.pdf
https://poland-today.pl/ptnewsbites-first-euro-china-train-arrives-south-korean-investors-double-down-and-poland-brings-home-gold/


China’s high-tech investment in Poland reaches $33.47 billion

“Poland’s second-largest source of imports is China and in 2018 
Sino-Polish trade reached $33.47 billion, an increase of 13.3% from 
the previous year, with Polish exports estimated at $2.5 billion and 
Chinese exports at an estimated $30.97 billion. In this cooperation, 
China exports mobile phones, textiles, computers, and toys to Poland 
who, in return, export copper, mechanical equipment, cosmetics, and 
agricultural products”

Read the Full Article

Why Poland is South Korea’s gateway to the EU

“According to the Polish Investment and Trade Agency (PAIH), there are 
already 260 South Korean companies investing in the Polish economy, 
making South Korea the largest Asian investor in the country.

While South Korean firms have been investing in a number of Central 
and Eastern Europe’s economies for years, Poland is the clear favourite: 
over the last five years the bulk of their investment in the region has 
been made in Poland (around 56 per cent, or 5.1 billion euros).”

Read the Full Article

CEE and Asian investors drive Poland’s market

“Savills has prepared a preliminary summary of Poland’s commercial 
property market performance in 2019 and an outlook for the next 12 
months. Savills estimates that this year’s total investment volume in Poland 
is likely to surpass €7 billion, which would be close to or above the level 
posted in the peak year 2018. 

2019 was another year of robust investment activity, driven, among other 
things, by CEE and Asian investors showing signs of increasing willingness 
to acquire properties in Poland.”

Read the Full Article

Malaysia’s PNB eyes new overseas property markets

“The state-linked fund manager’s foreign real estate holdings are largely in 
the UK, but that is set to change. It recently bought logistics assets in Poland 
and is eyeing other locations and segments.

Late last year, for instance, PNB* closed its first direct property investment in 
continental Europe, acquiring five logistics parks in Poland from industrial 
real estate developer Panattoni, said a well-placed source. 

London-based Savills Investment Management handled the transaction.”

Read the Full Article

GLP to acquire Central and Eastern Europe logistics real estate portfolio

“GLP  a global investment manager and business builder in logistics, real 
estate, infrastructure, finance and related technologies, announced March 
13 that it has entered into an agreement to acquire Goodman Group’s 
Central and Eastern Europe logistics real estate portfolio.

The addition of this portfolio that is spread across Poland, Slovakia, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary will expand GLP’s European presence to 10 
countries and it will join a select number of logistics real estate investors 
with a truly pan-European portfolio.”

Read the Full Article

https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/belt-and-road/watch-chinas-high-tech-investment-in-poland-reaches-3347-billion-29624440
https://emerging-europe.com/business/why-poland-is-increasingly-south-koreas-gateway-to-the-eu/
https://www.property-forum.eu/news/cee-and-asian-investors-drive-polands-market/4885
https://www.asianinvestor.net/article/malaysias-pnb-eyes-new-overseas-property-markets/464189
https://www.theasset.com/article/39952/glp-to-acquire-central-and-eastern-europe-logistics-real-estate-portfolio


LG Chem secures €500M for Polish factory expansion

“Battery cell manufacturer LG Chem has signed loan agreements with three 
South Korean banks for a total of 700 billion won – equivalent to around 
€550 million euros – to finance the expansion of its production capacities in 
Poland.

In March, LG Chem had also secured a €480 million euro loan from the 
European Investment Bank to expand its production capacities in Wroclaw 
in southwest Poland.”

Read the Full Article

Korea’s Vesta Tops Up €1B Sheds Portfolio with Poland Buy

“Seoul-based Vestas Investment Management has acquired a distribution 
centre in central Poland on behalf of Korean institutional investors for €71 
million ($78 million), as the European logistics market continues to draw 
Asian capital.

Located 40 kilometres north of the city of Lodz, which serves as a major 
logistics hub for both domestic and international networks, the newly 
developed facility is the largest single-storey build-to-suit warehouse in 
Poland.”

Read the Full Article

Gdansk At Night

https://www.electrive.com/2020/04/24/lg-chem-secures-ehalf-a-billion-for-polish-factory-expansion/
https://www.mingtiandi.com/real-estate/logistics/koreas-vestas-buys-logistics-warehouse-in-poland/


Since joining the European Union in 2004 Poland’s exports have risen 
by 30% with 85.5% of those being delivered to fellow member states. 
The largest trading partner is Germany who imported 27.6% of the 
total value of Polish goods exported globally.

The main EU budget for 2014 - 2020 allocated €104 Billion in funding 
for Poland €86 billion of which were Structural and Investment Funds, 
thereby making Poland the biggest net EU funds beneficiary among 
all the member states.

The vast majority of this capital has been used to drastically improve 
infrastructure around the country, transforming Poland into a modern 
powerhouse of the CEE region.

Polish manufacturing expertise in fields such as Automotive, Aviation, 
and High-tech equipment, coupled with a highly educated workforce 
has made Poland a natural choice for many globally renown European 
brands wishing to expand their production output.

European Investments

Top European Investors in Poland

1. Mercedes-Benz
2. Volkswagen AG
3. Peugeot
4. Indesit Company 
5. MAN Nutzfahrzeuge AG
6. North Volt
7. Fiat Chrysler Group
8. Ericsson
9. BASF AG
10. Alcatel

“Greenfield investments in Poland increased by 14% year on year in 
2019. In the first half of 2020, 165 such projects were announced.

Foreign companies employ a total of about 1.9 million people, more 
than 15% of total private-sector employment. 

Companies with German capital employ almost 330,000 people; those 
with U.S capital more than 267,000; and with French capital more than 
191,000. In total these countries provide about 41% of employment in 
companies with foreign investors.”

Feature Article - European Sector

Read the Full Article

Germany eyes Poland’s economic miracle for post-COVID growth

“Poland’s economy is less affected by the pandemic and is recovering 
quicker from it. Small wonder German firms seek to tap into this growth 
potential, and aiming to profit from Poland’s economic transformation 
ahead.

Economy Minister Jaroslaw Gowin has told the German business daily 
Handelsblatt recently: “Many Polish companies have used the pandemic 
to reorganize themselves, digitize more and step in where other supply 
chains have been torn down.”

Read the Full Article

https://50shadesdevelopmentsmembers.com/brochures/Polish%20Investment%20Zone%202019%20.pdf
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/news/other/germany-eyes-polands-economic-miracle-for-post-covid-growth/ar-BB1dWawU?ocid=BingNewsSearch


Northvolt to invest $200 mln in new Polish battery plant

“Swedish lithium-ion battery maker Northvolt said on Friday it will invest 
$200 million in a new energy storage systems factory in Gdansk, Poland.

Lithium-ion batteries and related products have become some of Poland’s 
most important exports, with companies such as LG Chem, SK Group and 
Umicore choosing the country for plants.

“Poland has become a force in the production of lithium-ion batteries and 
we have another example of this type of investment,” Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki told a news conference.”

Read the Full Article

Credit Suisse AM acquires Polish office portfolio for €214m

“Skanska has sold two office assets in Wroclaw and Krakow to real estate 
funds managed by Credit Suisse Asset Management Global Real Estate.

“This portfolio of three prestigious office buildings in Wroclaw and Krakow 
is characterized by sustainable, high-quality construction and are in very 
attractive locations,” commented Francisca Farina Fischer, Head of Real 
Estate International at Credit Suisse Asset Management. “Furthermore, 
Poland is a dynamic and liquid real estate market.”

Read the Full Article

Fiat Chrysler announces major EV investment in Polish plant

“The economy of Poland’s Silesia region gets a major boost with announcement 
of major new investment from carmaker Fiat Chrysler.

Fiat Chrysler (FCA) will invest 755 million zloty (167.15 million euros) in its 
plant in Tychy, Poland, it was announced on December 29, in a move that will 
see new electric and hybrid vehicles produced at the factory.

FCA’s Jeep, Fiat and Alfa Romeo models “will be manufactured using the most 
advanced drive systems, including all-electric drive”, at the Tychy plant, in 
Poland’s southern Silesia coal basin, according to a company statement.”

Read the Full Article

Poland is European leader for growth of investments in start-ups

“A new report shows that Poland is leading the way in Europe for the growth of 
investments in start-ups.

The report published today by the Polish Development Fund (PFR) and Dealroom.
co shows that Poland is the leader in central and eastern Europe for investments 
in start-ups and the region is the fastest growing in Europe.

The CEE region has seen investments grow by 4.9 times from $300 million in 2015 
to $1.8 billion in 2019.”

Read the Full Article

A record-breaking warehouse year in a year of economic challenge

“The highest ever 5.2m sqm of warehouse space was leased in 2020 as 
a result of significant changes in consumer behaviour in this exceptional 
year. The industrial and logistics sector was the fastest to adapt to the 
new requirements linked with the COVID-19 pandemic, quickly adopting 
supply chains and ensuring health and safety to workers and customers. 

2020 is also the year of rapid growth of all segments related to the 
e-commerce sector. In the coming years, e-commerce will set the pace of 
development for the entire warehouse market in Poland.”

Read the Full Article

https://www.reuters.com/article/northvolt-poland-idUSL8N2KP35Y
https://europe-re.com/credit-suisse-am-acquires-polish-office-portfolio-for-214m/66962
https://emerging-europe.com/business/fiat-chrysler-announces-major-ev-investment-in-polish-plant/
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/poland-is-european-leader-for-growth-of-investments-in-start-ups-says-new-report-13949
https://ceo.com.pl/en/a-record-breaking-warehouse-year-in-a-year-of-economic-challenge-70053/


AEW acquires prime Warsaw city logistics asset for German pension fund

“AEW has acquired a newly developed city logistics asset in Warsaw, Poland. 
The asset was acquired from Panattoni in an off-market transaction on behalf 
of a separate account mandate for a German pension fund.

E-commerce penetration in Poland is gaining momentum, particularly in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. Moreover, Poland remains on track to be 
one of the best performing economies in the region, in spite of recent GDP 
contraction and CPI stabilisation, as unemployment has been declining and 
income rising over the last decade.”

Read the Full Article

Swedes enter Polish resi-market with EUR 65 mln acquisition

“Swedish residential developer and investor Heimstaden Bostad has entered 
the Polish market with the acquisition of two build-to-rent projects in Warsaw 
from Eiffage Immobilier for EUR 65 mln.

Heimstaden Bostad will be seeking further investment opportunities on the 
Polish market, both in existing properties and build-to-rent projects. In 2021 
it is to establish its own division in the country.”

Read the Full Article

Lazienki Palace, Isle

https://www.propertyfundsworld.com/2021/01/28/295102/aew-acquires-prime-warsaw-city-logistics-asset-german-pension-fund
https://eurobuildcee.com/en/news/30624-swedes-enter-polish-resi-market-with-eur-65-mln-acquisition


The total value of US investments in Poland exceeds $62.7 Billion with 
American companies retaining some $54.5 Billion in Polish assets and 
employing 267,000 local workers.

In 2020, US giant Microsoft announced that it will join the “National 
Cloud” project and invest one billion dollars in a modern data centre. 
While Google announced a huge investment allocating $2 Billion to 
build a data centre in Warsaw, cementing Poland’s position as the 
‘Silicon Valley of Europe’.

Poland has also recently been rated by US News and CEO Magazine 
as the third best country in the world for Americans to invest their 
capital post COVID-19 pandemic, closely following Singapore and the 
United Kingdom. Making now an ideal time for investors to consider 
expanding their property portfolio within Poland.

North American Investments

Top North American Investors in Poland

1. Philip Morris International
2. Ford Motor Company
3. Microsoft Corporation
4. Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
5. Google LLC
6. Mr Michael S Dell
7. Citigroup
8. Pepsico Inc
9. Goldman Sachs
10. GE Aviation

Feature Article - North American Sector

Read the Full Article

“Companies from the United States are the second largest group of 
foreign investors in Poland.

As the second most important source of investment capital in the Polish 
market, the U.S. accounts for 11% of the value of all foreign direct 
investment into the country. Total U.S. investments are equivalent to 4% 
of Polish GDP and constitute an important part of the Polish economy

More than half of American investment in Poland is in manufacturing.”

Investment Climate Statements - Poland

“Prospects for future growth, driven by domestic demand and inflows of EU funds from the 
2014-2020 and future financial frameworks, as well as COVID-19 related government aid 
programs, are likely to continue to attract investors seeking access to Poland’s market of over 
38 million people, and to the broader EU market of over 500 million, Foreign investors also 
cite Poland’s well-educated work force as a major reason to invest, as well as its proximity 
to major markets such as Germany.  U.S. firms represent one of the largest groups of foreign 
investors in Poland.  

The volume of U.S. investment in Poland is estimated at around USD 5 billion by the National 
Bank of Poland in 2018 and around USD 25 billion by the Warsaw-based American Chamber 
of Commerce”

Read the Full Article

https://50shadesdevelopmentsmembers.com/brochures/pl-KPMG-and-AmCham-Report-30-years-of-American-investments-in-Poland.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-investment-climate-statements/poland/


Value of US investments in Poland to grow in coming years

“Value of US investments in Poland to grow  in coming years. The PIE 
director stressed that Poland is an attractive country for investors in 
Europe adding that last year the country recorded third highest, in terms 
of value, inflow of investments after Russia and Great Britain. 

The director pointed out that the number of registered companies with 
foreign capital in Poland increased in May and June. 

“This may make us a very attractive place for the US market to place 
their service centres in the coming years,” he said.”

Read the Full Article

Microsoft to invest $1 billion in Polish cloud project

“Microsoft will invest $1 billion in Poland as part of a plan that will involve 
opening a data centre in the country to provide cloud services to businesses 
and government institutions, the company said in a statement on Tuesday.

Microsoft said it had signed an agreement with domestic cloud provider 
Chmura Krajowa (National Cloud) to provide cloud services in Poland, as 
the central European country seeks to position itself as a regional centre for 
technology.”

Read the Full Article

10 best countries to invest in post-COVID

“The study analysed 80 countries according to business and investment 
environments. Corruption, freedom, workforce, investor protection, 
infrastructure, taxes, quality of life, red tape and technological readiness 
were among the factors taken into consideration.

Perhaps an unexpected entry for many, the Eastern European nation was 
found to be one of the top-tier places for investment, ranking highly for 
market potential and institutional framework.”

Read the Full Article

Investment climate in Poland in the opinion of American companies

“The position of U.S.-owned companies in Poland is the result of a long 
history of investments, and the expansion of American business in the 
country. The investment climate in Poland is assessed rather positively by 
American companies, both in terms of macroeconomic and institutional 
factors. 

American companies link their long-term plans with the Polish market 
by taking advantage of the competitiveness of the Polish economy and its 
human resources.”

Read the Full Article

US investments in Poland reach USD 62.7 billion - ministry

“Deputy PM Jadwiga Emilewicz told PAP that US business “has been 
making a huge contribution to the development of the Polish economy 
while a considerable part of US investments is of an innovative nature.”

The Development Ministry underlined that Polish-US cooperation has 
been developing, and that in 2019, the US was Poland’s eighth biggest 
economic partner with regard to imports and exports.”

Read the Full Article

https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/value-of-us-investments-in-poland-to-grow-in-coming-years-14275
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-microsoft-poland/microsoft-to-invest-1-billion-in-polish-cloud-project-idUSKBN22H0WP
https://www.theceomagazine.com/business/finance/countries-invest/?utm_medium
https://amcham.pl/news/investment-climate-poland-opinion-american-companies
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/us-investments-in-poland-reach-usd-627-billion---ministry-14246


Now is the time to invest in Poland, says billionaire US investor

“One of America’s greatest venture capitalists says now is the perfect time to 
invest in Poland.

A darling of Silicon Valley credited with inventing viral marketing, Tim Draper 
became interested in Poland after hearing about, and investing in, Poland’s 
ICEYE satellite technology.

Draper told Sifted website: “Now is the perfect time to look into investing in 
Poland. The region has always had great technology but now they are starting 
to connect it to the marketplace.”

Read the Full Article

Madison buys into €500 million Polish logistics platform

“Real estate private equity firm Madison International Realty LLC agreed 
to acquire a 46.5% equity stake in an about €500 million Polish logistics 
portfolio.

The European Logistics Investment platform is a 14-asset portfolio spanning 
roughly 560,000 square meters. It includes 80,000 square meters of nearly 
completed area, which is about 90% pre-leased, and an additional 270,000 
square meters for development. The assets are in Warsaw, Lodz, Cracow, 
Silesia, Pomerania and Posnania.”

Read the Full Article

Warsaw Skyline

https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/now-is-the-time-to-invest-in-poland-says-billionaire-us-investor-11249
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/trending/prU7UULRps7HDkIgN3EDlQ2


Unlike investors from other regions of the world, South Africans have 
focussed their attention on the Polish real estate sector. Over the last 4 
years South African property investment has accounted for 30-40% of 
the total value of foreign real estate acquisitions in Poland.

The most significant of these being the purchase of two retail malls by 
NEPI Rockcastle Retail for €249.4 million and Redefine Properties who 
brought 12 retail properties in Poland for €692 million.

More than 40% of the Real Estate Investment Trusts (REIT) listed on 
the South African stock-exchange have property portfolios in the CEE 
and most of those in Poland.

With the South African Rand constantly depreciating in value, now 
is the perfect time for both institutional and private investors to be 
placing their funds in Poland. The Polish Zloty is extremely stable, 
performing well against other major currencies, helping to ensure our 
investors earn more for their Rand.

South African Investments

Top South African Investors in Poland

1. Marr Holdings
2. NEPI Rockcastle Retail
3. VUKILE Property Fund
4. Redefine Properties 
5. SABMiller Plc
6. Fortress REIT
7. Prime Kapital
8. Growthpoint Properties
9. Pepkor group (Pepco)
10. Hyprop Investments

“Recently, Polish government has introduced Polish Investment Zone 
program. This program is an extension of Special Economic Zones - 
the tax relief is available for investments in every location in Poland.

From the moment of implementing the new law, investors are able to 
benefit from the income tax exemption for new investments located 
anywhere in Poland. It provides an opportunity for tax exemption for 
all investment in Poland over 10, 12 or 15 years”

Feature Article - South African Sector

Read the Full Article

New players rush to enter Poland’s warehouse market

“Not only Asian and European entities are interested in the Polish industrial 
market. In March, South-African investor Fortress REIT entered it by acquiring 
two logistics parks in Bydgoszcz and Stargard from Griffin Property Finance. 
“Fortress REIT is South Africa’s third-largest REIT and the largest owner and 
developer of the core, premium-grade logistics real estate. Fortress is also 
the largest shareholder in NEPI Rockcastle PLC, active in high-growth retail in 
Central and Eastern Europe.”

Read the Full Article

https://50shadesdevelopmentsmembers.com/brochures/Polish%20Investment%20Zone%202019%20.pdf
https://www.property-forum.eu/news/new-players-rush-to-enter-polands-warehouse-market/8076


SPAR: Poland

“Poland became a member of SPAR in 1995 and the first SPAR store 
opened in 1996. Following a series of changes to the ownership of 
the company, expansion and growth have been strong over the years, 
particularly in certain regions of the country, such as Warsaw.

Most recently, a new licence has been granted by SPAR International, 
which sees SPAR South Africa investing heavily in the retail chain 
previously trading as Piotr i Paweł.”

Read the Full Article

The Main Pull Factors for South African Investors in Central 
and Eastern Europe

“Property in CEE seems to have been the biggest investment market for 
South African investors. South African property investors, including Real 
Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), have traditionally favored domestic real 
estate deals. However, many of South Africa’s major real estate property 
investors have sought to diversify their portfolios and have looked to CEE to 
satisfy their appetite for yield-enhancing assets. The interest shown by South 
African investors in CEE can be attributed to various internal and external 
factors.”

Read the Full Article

Corporate SA pushes into Poland’s land of promise and prosperity

“For SA companies, the push into Poland comes from the uncertainty 
surrounding the local economy. Analysts believe it is forcing local 
corporates to look abroad for diversification and risk hedging local 
risks and growth prospects. 

They argue that the attraction for SA capital ranges from anything 
between high yields to stable currencies as well as access to cheaper 
debt. For JSE-listed real estate investment trusts, the Eastern European 
market has proved particularly prosperous.”

Read the Full Article

Poland is a Key Market for South African Investors

“4.9 billion dollars (68 billion rands) - that is how much South African real 
estate companies invested in Europe in 2018. The Real Capital Analytics’s 
report shows that a large portion of that amount was invested in Poland.

South African investors are steadily accelerating their activities on the 
Polish market and - right next to those from Western Europe, USA and 
Asian countries - are becoming one of the key players to invest capital in 
Poland.”

Read the Full Article

Poland’s Brick-And-Mortar Retail Loyalty Assists EPP’s Solid Performance

“JSE-listed EPP, Poland’s biggest retail landlord, has reported distributable 
earnings reaching €5.56 cents per share, exceeding its guidance of between 
€4.75 – €5.25 cents for the year ended on the 31st of December 2020.

EPP is operating in a resilient economy with Poland reporting a relatively 
small drop in GDP of 2.8% in 2020 and it remains one of the most attractive 
investment markets in Europe. It is expected to achieve rapid GDP growth of 
8% combined in the next two years with retail spending driven by stable low 
unemployment rates and consistently rising wages.”

Read the Full Article

https://spar-international.com/country/poland/
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2020/january/24/the-main-pull-factors-for-south-african-investors-in-central-and-eastern-europe
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-05-22-corporate-sa-pushes-into-polands-land-of-promise-and-prosperity/
https://biznes.newseria.pl/biuro-prasowe/nieruchomosci/poland-is-a-key-market-for,b331101555
https://propertywheel.co.za/2021/03/polands-brick-and-mortar-retail-loyalty-assists-epps-solid-performance/


Redefine banks on Poland for fresh growth

“REDEFINE Properties is banking on logistics growth in Poland after hard 
lockdown restrictions locally and dividends withheld by offshore investments 
dampened results for the year to August 31.

“We are leveraging off operational efficiencies, making inroads in reducing our 
loan-to-value ratio (LTV), being ruthless rather than reckless in right-sizing our 
asset footprint, and are set to benefit from growth in Poland,” said Konig.

He said leasable area of 527 000 square metres in Poland had been expanded 
by 160 000 square metres, and there were plans to take this to well over a million 
square metres over a year or two.”

Read the Full Article

South African companies look to emerging Europe for growth

“South African (SA) companies are increasingly looking at emerging 
European markets due to uncertainty in their local economy, in particular 
the real estate and the retail sectors.

According to the daily, companies listed on the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange (JSE), especially those focused on real estate, are looking to 
Eastern Europe as a proven, prosperous regions. Of the 61 real estate 
companies listed on the JSE, 40 per cent of them have assets abroad, of 
which half are in Eastern Europe.”

Read the Full Article

Morskie Oko Lake

https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/companies/redefine-banks-on-poland-for-fresh-growth-813feb27-89b0-4551-ae77-82af4b6131b5
https://emerging-europe.com/business/south-african-companies-look-to-emerging-europe-for-growth/
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