Scripture Readings for July 21, 2024
Scheduled Readers: Rex Mahnensmith and Sepp Markkanen

Confession

Isaiah 53:5-9

But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;

and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?

For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.

He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,

though he had done no violence,

nor was any deceit in his mouth.



Encouragement

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,

Christ died for us.



Old Testament

Psalm 18:25-31
To the faithful you show yourself faithful,

to the blameless you show yourself blameless,
to the pure you show yourself pure,

but to the devious you show yourself shrewd.
You save the humble

but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
You, LORD, keep my lamp burning;

my God turns my darkness into light.
With your help | can advance against a troop;

with my God | can scale a wall.

As for God, his way is perfect:

The LORD’s word is flawless;

he shields all who take refuge in him.
For who is God besides the LORD?

And who is the Rock except our God?



New Testament

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do
not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful
ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of

God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The

god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of

Christ, who is the image of God. For what we preach is not
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for
Jesus' sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of

darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of

the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of Christ.
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