Scripture Readings for October 5, 2025
Scheduled Readers: Laura Crowley and Marylou Dickinson

Confession

Romans 12:1-2

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and

approve what God'’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Encouragement

Romans 5:1-2, 5

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory

of God.

And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.



Old Testament

Leviticus 16: 2-3, 5-10, 15-17, & 20-22

The LORD said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to
come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the
curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die.

For | will appear in the cloud over the atonement cover.

“This is how Aaron is to enter the Most Holy Place: He must first

bring a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.

From the Israelite community he is to take two male goats for a sin

offering and a ram for a burnt offering.

"Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make
atonement for himself and his household. Then he is to take the two
goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the tent
of meeting. He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for

the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. Aaron shall bring the goat
whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. But the
goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before
the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into the

wilderness as a scapegoat.



"He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the

people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did
with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and
in front of it. In this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy
Place because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites,
whatever their sins have been. He is to do the same for the tent of
meeting, which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness. No
one is to be in the tent of meeting from the time Aaron goes in to
make atonement in the Most Holy Place until he comes out, having
made atonement for himself, his household and the whole

community of Israel.

"When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy
Place, the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the
live goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and
confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all
their sins—and put them on the goat's head. He shall send the goat
away into the wilderness in the care of someone appointed for the
task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a remote place; and

the man shall release it in the wilderness.



New Testament

Hebrews 9:19-28

When Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all the
people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet
wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the
people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has
commanded you to keep.” In the same way, he sprinkled with the
blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In
fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with

blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be
purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary
made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he
entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor
did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is
not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times
since the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at
the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of

himself. Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to



face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring

salvation to those who are waiting for him.
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