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Technical Bulletin 11
How to Identify a Two-Stage Air Compressor

If you know what to look for, determining whether your pump is a single- or two-stage is a fairly simple matter.  Refer-
encing the illustrations below, along with the bullet  points, you can easily determine what type of pump you’re operating.
 Of course the easiest way to determine what type of pump you’rr using is to simply look up the compressor’s 
model number on the manufacturer’s web site.
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One Cylinder is Noticeably Larger than the Other
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Second Stage Cylinder
No Air Cleaner

(Smaller Cylinder)
Both Cylinders are the Same Size
and Carry a Common Air Cleaner

Both Cylinders are the Same
Size and Both Carry Separate

Air Cleaners

All Three Cylinders Carry
Separate Air Cleaners

Single Cylinder
PumpTwo-Stage Pumps Always Have an Intercooler

The Output of the First Stage Cylinder (Larger) Always
Feeds the Input of the Second Stage Cylinder (Smaller)
The Combined Output of Two Cylinders Feeds the
Input of the Third Cylinder (Three Cylinder Pumps)
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