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Technical Bulletin 43
Compressed Airflow Through Orifices

Many instances can arise within the context of the compression system that may call for the use of compressed air 
to flow unimpeded through an orifice.  Generally speaking, this practice is considered the improper use of com-
pressed air and should be avoided.  However, there are those exceptions that simply can’t be avoided.  In these 
cases, the airflow through any given size orifice is critical to the application and the compression system it’s 
attached to.  The chart below shows the SCFM requirement for various orifices at common pressures. 
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Standard Cubic Foot of Air Per Minute
1 Cubic Foot of Air at Atmospheric Pressure
Pounds Per Square Inch
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