A BIG Surprise

A'Falﬁily trip to ancestral homes in Norway and Germany
Submitted by Ginny Wegenast
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In June 2018, after about 18 months of planning
with Brekke Tours, I took 10 members of my family
(including 4 generations) to Norway and Germany. The
trip was designed to see a little of each country, but to
focus on the Ancestral homes of my mother in Norway
and my husband in Germany.

Brekke assigned us a bus-driver from Tretten who
made arrangements for us to visit 2 family farms and
meet the people who live there today. The Hong farm
was where my great-grandfather Hans Olsen Strom
was born, and the Strom Farm was where his father
lived and married his second wife before coming to
America. It was this farm that they took their surname
from when they arrived in America.

But the BIG surprise came when we arrived in Ger-
many and met the guide Brekke had chosen. Ute Mehl-
horn is a genealogist and co-owner of a small tour com-
pany that specializes in trip planning and implementing
for small groups to visit the home of their ancestors in
Germany.

We did not know ahead of time that she had con-
tacted the Archivist in the small town of Holzhausen,
where the name Wegenast has been part of the commu-
nity since 1614. He in turn contacted a 4th cousin, Trau-
gott, and together they planned our day in Holzhausen.

Our cousin and the Archivist met us for dinner the
night before and the next morning, having taken a day
off from work, Traugott met us, along with the Mayor,
the Pastor of the family church and the Archivist who
took us around Holzhausen.

We saw a well that had brought fresh water to Holz-
hausen that was designed and built by Andreas Wege-
nast in 1771:

Strem Farm (left),
Hong Farm (below)

Brekke also made arrangements for us to visit and
go inside the @yer Church where Hans was baptized and
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... and were shown the rock wall that was the
remains of our 5th great-grandfather’s home.

The Pastor conducted a brief memorial service in
the church where ancestors had been baptized, con-
firmed, married and buried for 4 centuries. We each
lit a candle for the loved ones that have gone before us
and are very much a part of who we each are.

We visited the archives and saw actual docu-
ments that related to our family.

Fall 2018

Then the ladies of the community served us a
lunch that was a very special and very local Swabian
pasta called Maultashen.

The day concluded with a visit to the cabinet man-
ufacturing plant owned and operated by Traugott and
an interview by the local newspaper which ran a story
with pictures, 2 days later.
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I know that many Norwegians have married Ger-
mans. I am writing this article to encourage you to
contact Ute if you have a dream of visiting you ances-
tral home in Germany.

lThe German American Connection

UTE MEHLHORN ute@tgac-us.com

Website: www.tgac-us.com

IThe German American Connection

TGAC / Ute Mehlhorn & Jo Ann Wolf

TGAC - Germany office (Ute Mehlhorn):
Naumannstrasse 13, D-98527 Suhl, Germany

TGAC - USA office (Jo Ann Wolf):
605 Ross St, Brenham, TX 77833, USA
Primary U.S. contact phone: (1)281.630.6764

Private Group Tours / Individual Trip Planning
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