Vespa - A Girl and Her Pet Wasp

Music and Libretto by Don DiNicola

Orchestrations by Robert Frankenberry

INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2d Piccolo)

2 Oboes (2d English Horn)

2 Clarinets in Bb (2d Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons

2 Horns

2 Trumpets
2 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani
2 Percussion (Triangle, Mark Tree, Suspended Cymbal, Cowbell, Castanets, Temple Blocks, Ratchet, Claves,
Guiro, Tam-tam, Bongos, Roto-toms, Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Marimba)

Harp
Keyboard (Harpsichord, Piano, Celesta)

Strings (min. 3.3.3.3.2)



CAST

VESPA -- A 13 year old girl -- SOPRANO

RAE -- VESPA’s sister -- MEZZO-SOPRANO

JOEY -- A neighborhood boy who befriends VESPA -- TENOR

QUEENIE -- The Wasp Queen -- SOPRANO

OPPYLON -- The Spider -- BASS

BOO -- The Purple Mantis -- TENOR

THE 2 BOYS -- Two Neighborhood Bullies who are also RAE’s accolytes -- MEZZO-SOPRANO and TENOR
BABY SPIDERS -- 2 babies -- 2 SOPRANOS

CHICKADEE -- MEZZO-SOPRANO

THE SINGING TREE -- BASS

ASSORTED BEES, WASPS, MOSQUITOS, DRAGONFLIES, BEETLES, LADYBUGS AND MANTISES
CHORUS and DANCERS

NB. — VESPA was conceived for a cast of 8 singers covering all roles. More singers may be used as desired.

PROLOGUE

Welcome to the world of Vespa. Our story unfolds in a vacant lot where the children play. Behind the lot is
a rundown old factory, with a sign that says, “DBP INDUSTRIES - NO TRESPASSING - KEEP OUT!”

In the darkness, a voice calls out...
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In the darkness, a voice calls out...
Oboe 1

Bassoon 2 ﬁ

Bassoon 1

HorninF 1
Hornin F 2 @
Trumpet in C 2 @
Trombone 1 ﬁ
Trombone 2 ﬁ

Clarinet in Bb 2
Trumpet in C 1

Orchestrations by Robert Frankenberry
Clarinet in Bb 1
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Double Bass ‘ &
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VESPA

ACT 1 - Scene 1
Vespa is being taunted by two boys. Her sister Rae is hiding

behind a tree, listening.

“Busy Buzzy Vespa”
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writ - in’ sil - ly sto - ries hid - in’ in the trees!

Boy2

L~

writ - in’ sil - ly sto - ries hid - in’ in the trees!

Ha - vin’ con - ver - sa - tions with spi - ders in the air,

ain’t no - bo - dy list - en - ing ain’t no - bo - dy there!
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Laughter, hoots and guffaws.

Boy 1: 1 guess ya just too good fa us, Vespa!

Boy 2: Yeahhh, Teacha’s pet, haha teacha’s pet!

Boy 1: Where’s ya made up friend? Ha!

Boy 2: I betcha she don’t even haaave a real friend.

Rae: Puh! She’s talking to her made up friends again.

We see Joey, a boy about Vespa’s age, approach.
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VESPA

ACT 1 - Scene 2

Later that day in a backyard... Vespa and Joey are standing next to a large tarantula wasp, with Joey

gently petting the wasp’s head. The wasp is humming softly. Rae is on the other side of the yard, watching

the scene from behind another hedge.

Vespa: You need to be super gentle with her.

Joey: I see what you mean... Can I touch her if I'm very gentle and careful?

Rae is clearly horrified yet transfixed. She leans forward, straining to hear a little better.
Vespa (whispering): Yes, but very gently.

Joey (also whispering): Does she have a name?

Vespa: I call her Queenie... just remember, no sudden moves.

Joey: Of course, of course. She’s a real beauty. I can see why she’s so special.

Joey coos, and Vespa joins in the cooing and petting party. Queenie quivers ever so slightly and emits a
faint humming sound as Vespa softly rubs the underside of her chin.\

Vespa: Pet her right here.
Joey: Ooooh, that’s a good girl.
Vespa: Very nicely done, Joey.

Vespa and Joey marvel as Queenie rises up in splendor and performs a slow ceremonial dance.
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As the Wasps mingle, we see the reflection of a giant tree in the pond. The tree starts coughing and clearing
its throat in a way that conveys that it would like our attention. The Wasps continue to hover.

Tree: Ahem, ahem

Joey: Who is that?

Vespa: That’s the Welcoming Tree. He sounds a little scary but he’s a good egg... just veeeeery old.
Joey: I can see that.

The Welcoming Tree is huge and gnarly and magical. The Wasps start to circle the tree and join in with the
tree on a very buzzy sounding song.



VESPA
6. In the Cover of My Shade

32

(=]
" RO | ] "
5 mam e . . .
mo g gl (ellk [l g g
- = MJw |-
£3
] ] © M_uu ] ] ]
<]
] -._._._em il g |6l10 [0/ % 8 g
3
1 [
5
| A ~t 0. % |1 ] 1
3 e\ S
[ 1] ~t ~t ‘Iluw. h=}
A | WY T8 g o e dl & M
[\YHER R AL g M —
[ e N
N STIRECIE | ] ]
ol a2
o] g o STIES g6 o||d
Al IR T -
[N [$— 8
B
HH B 2 |1 ] ] "
4
I T | =
gyl e om Q- m m 0116 o|| R
(LINER TR [T Wm MR -
[ [ 8
ol EE: a | ] 1 ]
- -
11 >
uﬂmll 'ﬂ ..M
° . =] .
ol e pw o m, T nm o6 _ IR
TR B )
. p— ] ] __A_w’ ] ] 1 Q
- o \.o___ (o T o |
W
..m TR B )
.m " h " " o |y " " N
g
= . . . .
.m g8 Ywm{ o & Q|G 16— 8 0||Q
& ﬂﬂa ﬂﬂa N O %,4 ﬂ% ﬂn‘ ﬂ&. ﬂﬂa ﬂn‘ %ﬂa
ya ’" H\ N\ A ya .U .U AN
f— N —— N— e — f—
< o — @ = o, =) )
2 a < g @ = = = @
B=] &) w 7] —_ =
] T 4 E S
g M e S
(9]
(=}
3
wn

\

‘s
g
i P g
b
~¢ { T
e Yo s N IEIE:
L] L L ’ 4
[
T L - 5
~
| mo i g Jo o g |6
TTO [] n.m
il 8
11 >
Il ' .
- [}
£
TR A M E ol1B =N 36
] ] v
o & 911 B Y. IS
[ %
=
] ] ~t g
[ 1] ~t B
. 5 b N
[\HER TR g )
_ e N
] Q] m "
o g
o o \.o___ E 6 0|/
A e g )
e N
] QIII m ]
o g
i uwH,.- ---m owm 2 |14 N _
Qlll . g —
16— N
[
] IMIII mb ]
[
A >
i g8 ‘0w P I8 ol R_
9/h v@\w AN N ﬂll yi N Ig QI (
= 5 g £ o 2 ¥ o
= : I 5 : > 4
E



Darkly mysterious J=116

VESPA

7. Tree Dance

33

’
/1
ovoe 1 [[[2F % o2 1
%4 &3 L - o
oJ
V4
. . - - - - - - I y, %
Clarinet in Bb 1 { @ $ uil £ v & f A Iy %
> 3 ho¥ Al = 3 Al I X b
d . _‘_ .
mp -
i ¥ I ¥ v 3 - ¥ I ¥ 73 - - % - 3_1_1—17 %
Bass Clarinet t £ rs t S t < < t 7 A v
I < | # 1 € T i 3 L - I i 3
. o o T o o Ea
P ¢ ’ ¢ : =
= = = = = = = = £
Bassoon 1 7 $ % . v A #
%4 A & 3 L - L 3
N
¥4
r A
: - - - - - - n = % = D
Hornin F 1 @ —% o % bﬁ‘ %
p
| — 3 — T ¥ | — 3 —
: e - e e - e A /s -
Hornin F 2 >  — — a— il % a N Ei
3 o e g X e
J ~ <
¥4
= . 4 3 =
Trombone 2 { ﬁ ¢  — — % A %
X T T = 3 X X
p
—3— —3—
Tub gﬁj N - - ——— T - - - % - 32%1%%
uba
-7 . " i - 7" % %
N > N > N :
p
Vibraphone
Queenie {

Mezzo-soprano 1 {

Tenor 1 {

Tree [

- - - - - - - )/ -
&3
/N I/ /N /1
> 3 = 3 X X
oJ
Harpsichord pp
—3— — —3— — 1t -
A P I\ P T = /1
N ¥ - P ] P 2 = y 2 P N & - P ] y 2 = P 2 I I y 2 = 3 - ?
I ‘I ‘l ‘A T PN il Py P PN T & 1”4 Py /1 /! /!
{ ¢ t ¢ ¢ ¢ { < ¥ ¢ v 2 ¥ < %
t T L—3— 3—
%? - - - - - - —I —T% ¥ 3—-7%
= 3 € &3 3 3
o b ——
Harp
mp
ﬁ - - - - - - - % - 5—-74
/1 '/ /1 /1
X = 3 x X
X pizz 12z
Y A p1zz arco pLzz.
T T T /1
101 P 2 P 2 I - - p 2 P 2 I - - p 2 P ] T = 3 -
Violin I /- S Py ) P Py ) Y Py = v/ gq:lj‘ %
QJ X e e > 3 X X
mf
R pizz .
pizz arco pizz.
N n n /1
e - - - - -
Violin I1 %3 r 1 % r 1 % r 1 — ¥ i G G | 1
/¢ ¢ — ¢ < - < ¢ —1 42 ¢ 3
oJ ,'f hd L4
m
pizz .
pizz arco pizz.
T /1 T
- - - - - -
Viola ; 1l vl I 3. 1 s 1
L — i € < i < € &3 L . — i 3
T T T
mf
pizz
F) be - be be
i % y 2 y 2 T - y 3 y 2 ® y 2 y 2 1 b y 3 y 2 » - v 3 ¥ % y 2 T
Violoncello /—3 Py 1 Py < i Py Py 1 Py Py i I Py P A Py 1 A
/¢ ¢ ¢ { ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ { f ¢ ¢ v ¢ 74—
mf
mf
pizz arco
> > —
gt be be . be be . be
- - - 5 - 32:&:¢4:
Double Bass{ ——% I 1 — I 1 7 7 A
24— S f < ¢ v 74— S %
~




VESPA

34

{1 g ¢ 1™ g {1
j N
o C)
I L . ~rd i~ ] ] ] ] | ] T 7 b v 7 Aallx 7 ] ] ] " frt
ks v = o= r_ il
L= 1z © j « «
| ALl (AR e ﬁ g ﬁ g { Y Ry |1}
j S ) ] .
W~ ~ 3\| 1 Lm 3_| LPuv | h§
i i I i it
| I
M_o uo ] ] ] ] ] ] ] 9* ] ] ] "
I iy )
< < .
M UL it s ™ [F Mg F R E it
=] | < =]
HEA i~ i~ L m » | 2 | m ~
(5}
g % Plu g
il Wil " " " " " " " " [T £ < [T 2 " ] " " "
) Be) o ' o) o '
I i LM E % LN 2 |
Q S
~e T 114.3@ =X < i~ = |
) <
g ~t ~t g N m - m +Ha e
o o
" ' ' " ' ' ~y ~y ~y ~y " .MW..v b - .ﬂ.m " " ™ T " "
il | £
1N LI L YARN 1oLl y il m . .
. (1N m
Iy: & il N
S ¥/
" ] " ] " ] | B ' ] ] |
L W lm ! ~t
o & TRl 1] 194 Nl B T e N
- .
{1 m g T8 TTT® | HEE
N T , ..m
L) ™ ] ] | | ] n ] ] | ] — B _ | | ]
g AN .\ 5.8 W W ~t ~t i~
~ 11'.0 [TT® [T1% o«
mi.N mri.N -
g g
N ~ H m g1 JAE an.v [TT® m g ~t ~t
g & AP
§ Il &
M haaal " " " " " " ] " " ﬁ ~ %ﬁlv. S B " "
' e}
(L ~ [ ) | N ] ' ~t ~t ~t
= = = m B
~d ™ t ~ =SS TR W TT™ TT™ | 1RES
H [acaa [ocay [acaa [acaa [ocay [acaa acaa [ocay [acaa [acaa [ocay H M H [oacaa oca [ocay [acaa [ocay
[
| " ] ] | | ]
™ S
) N unil Rany Ry N " Ry unil " N Y M N N M Ry unil M unil
\ -~ d o AN AN - -~ A AN A AN - d AN L
b n oo e ° i M NG N h N, NG g > N N e N i
— — [~] — — — o — [a] — [} [ . — — [ =] - H 3] B
= S S & © g g e = £ g = % & & 2 & > :
= = S E e : & E = £ £ - 2 = = = 5
" =] g
g = =



35

VESPA

.d=102

HninF 2

~t ~t (s (s N (s (s (e (e e Gl
] “r ¢
[ 1] Q| TR M o TIT® TR l TTO Qo) AN o
Ei.N L L L |II4 / mIL.N
Ng e
] ] il |||
* o o o o o »
< < < < <
: . J/ e = ||| = | = @ \ ,
[ 1] Q| TR M e T '8 Mo g alll g T 5! g Qo ) e
mi.N mi.N mIi.N
_ 2
had [}
<
+
! < <
' ' . ¥ ES
UL QL Al 3 3 R
~ ~
. < <
=] =}
L] ALl i i N i T 5 N g | B 5 AN Lk TN
- ~ - ~
>
(<5}
<
+
1 1 (11N
b || ' Y .;‘ ! b |
= . . b
. . . on . - g - o0 . of |
] Q] o/l ™ ol &L _ NI ol % . = i Qo] TToR o
A fm
' Sy
T .o e
oy 7))
] " No© " e ]
' . 1} ) w0
| NN - =
o ) o
' ) '
2 L . = - = el
L [WHEN QL L ﬁH,I mm Ennd H S 1] I S ¢
M1 ~t e g | NN
] ] T ] ]
~t 1 Qll] T /. Qll] Q| f~ ~y DL
i ﬂ i
===
] ] T ] ]
i) o all o 2 Wz k= E I i ol
T > T S T >
[le 2 [le~ & [1]er~ &
bl || ~t T ~d LAl LA Lhel Ll ‘.anD | 1 N [ 1 N i~y
+
1 ] ]
N A~ T T T
I g AWl & g g 5 ]
LIl ol (YHA ) Q= 1) | < alll < 3 (1) ol o
& i RS RS Lv/
n
< 1
AN Al Al % v {1 (11
Hal _w IRI’ ﬁ IRI’ ﬂ AIR
" ] ] - £
o Al Al o 3 \ [T ] nmf ] n.mJ TR
0
ik & Al g i e (dllg gl g 2 2
~t ~t S+ A 1S L on X A 3 ~ ~t
~t ~t ~t b
™
| . f i~ ~t i~ i~ ADIII | | . Aall | . . f
.%4 g & &
il | & B B
s 1SN il 3 | e 2 e &
< <q dq < < <q dq dq dq dq < o~ o~
° g Y N NZE &N &N NZE e > > e NP N &N
— 131 N — — — N . — — N e} (=1 < 5
= £ £ © 2 g g ¢ ’ 2 2 z = >
A o o g £ = = T
o
=




=i

=
free.

T

T

I

=i

7
free.
P.dd

T

1

o
i

T

I

[oX)

Hoo

Hr'
T
!
ur'
I
Hr'
T
!
I
T
.
=
t
T
T
T
2
1
T
i
T
=
!
-
- T
—
| —
Ho
P dd N
T y 3
T -
! ¢
be.
o
#e ¥
T PN
T
free.
I
T N
y 3
-
¢
y 2
&
I
T
y 3
S
i
T y 2
PN
He
p 1 y 3
PN PN
P —
-
y S— 3
PN PN
1
T
T
arco
T
T

o y 2
—=

o y 3
—=

y &

1

1

T

T

o

o y 1

I PN
L ie o
7 T T
1 4 —
T

T

o

&

PN
i
e
be
7 T
1 4 T T

—
let them be free
1
T
be
T
T
o

them

y 3

<

&

PN
T ®
Y Il Il
—
7

& ——
T
T

=
[ 124 [ a4 N N e . e [ YHAR N i~ i Q! . -
N N m n N
i H g L i
=)
[
_ | L " i : | . e LU ] | ] .
| JEE! @ vt N ~t T ~t L) ~t L 1] ) AL ~t [ = e < [ JEER o TN | JEE! N ¢
B\ N S ) - 5 — N S AN Ex3

o y 1
1 PN
o p 1
—=%
F-
T
T
T
T
o
RS
1 4 —
y 1
PN
&
PN
=
1
them
T T
7 | I
Y
let them be,
}
these
p 1
<
y
PN
I -
&
W T T
/A —
5
4!—-’_;!7
y 1

£
EE " 1me e ]
| B\ o (1 Hﬂ' ™~ ~t ™~ QL = L ™~ ~t Qll ~t N ~
g
[ a8 | JEE [ 3 Q] o
B i .; < AN i
5 . . - A
-11; PL ol T ild/ B AP M AP olll | B I B ™ 8 M £ o TT® FL e H M
L (11 |11 T L
[k x el 2 — | Ll
X g £ # £ & : A'
~C ~t L11 ~ Q] I} L ~t ~t [ ] p
x| e < XX E
3 3 Y TTT® - e [N || R 1 Wl g — mi « e
i oy T i . i 3 SCAC I
L [ 1n N -~ W~ EN W~ . i~ L & EN W~ . o 1]l it . Qlll N EN
N N m N N
L il S L L
[ ._ &\ ; 8 Y Al B ; 3 Wl B [ N . ; .
|1 |1 o o Y o W L] || " o Ll L] o |1 W
£ - ) EES h i h h o - = it h N ' B 2N B3 h

<
n
=
>

@
%
rs
o
T
T

Fe
Il Il
—
PP
e
—

F'

— T VA
[S——E— ”
P 2 o
PN 1
-
P
N 1T
P 2 p 2 o 17
PN PN 17
< <
il
T Il
: .-
L
-
.. .
p 2 é 17
& | 4
<
=
1
=
T =
— T
~—~T
Here are three
n
T T
T I
'.L. o
Please,
I DID'
f
three
|
I
=
g
these
==
12
f
~—
.
f
o
T y 2 y 2
T PN PN
{ < <
F.
-
e
o ——— )
I T IP L
— 1
>
P d el ’ 2 y
% Py P
Il A
T N
I < I = I <
r ]
e 1T
T
T | V. ]
T N1 &
I ] Al

o
¥ ¥
T Py Py
I € €
-
[o—
I —

[ ‘5
P & r 3
£ & P
T

p—
F——
y ) [V E— -
Py y A
A Heg ' ®
e
N e
€ 1”4
¥
\
I K
T AW )
& oL &
4 ) 4 €

£
| —
f
I
o
are
T
 m—

P

T

I
are

here are three, here

e
o A
Wi

1”4

f
.
7

L4

-
f—
I T I
—— £
-
-
W
#Q:#W:ﬂ':ﬁ#ﬁ 3
1
T T T
—
P ] o
< 1—
=
)
g &
P ] o HO T T
Py AL I . —
s 9 —
Y
N
f K
I IR 2
& o 1 &
r r
-
ey
== %
Py 1
s
e
T I
! !
three,
I T
=
e
T
T
three._
T
T
three
!
! =
I T
T
are
| |
I T
P I
o -
Three are
.70
i
T
three
o
n P 2 p 2
T & PN
! < s
o
-
T T T Al
—
- ¥ ¥
| & P
T
1 T
¥ C— I o
PN 1 IAY > el
< Ha e
ie
.
1”4
l
-

| —
—
T
T
¥
&
<
¥
PS
€
2.
T
1
are
| —
o
are_____
3
~—

H.

L
° R
=0 < I \t
Mbo [ . S
L ~ y ™~ =] ~¢
..m © £ o N ° &
- 2 . e IR 2|4 N . mknm-
" " " uu " K m.. ' ke " [N " ST/ & Ble S 278
= mi N =) B | ~t i~ T N
W H g © ]
— M = o 3 8
m ml ] Iup M ¢ ol m m T | ‘ ‘ o %ipmJ mml ], iR JARS N
<\ <y < < < < Lo - < dq < <q < -~ <y -~ <y Lo -~
TR MR W NP NP N S50 R NP NP > N BN, P BN 9N Nep
— 3] — N — — o Q — — — N (5 =] L = < 3] Joa)
= S g S 2 o s ui ui = & & = = o = > :
[ & o) 1S) nM o = M = S a
© =
o O




37

VESPA

il [l Il i~
it i~
~t
i~y
| TR
] Il |||y
~t . I Il l
~t || I
] wallx Il |
] Il |
T
] ] ] l
By . | |
1 i~y ] | ' : €
: 2 y B TR Sy
| . oue \ g My <
il rt 8 e & Wl & N Il
4 | ; I
| QL o ] il e
] ] | N Il l i
] | |
] Il |
~t ‘M |
"
° Jall =
i~y f~t | : I
] o - -
piR, | a
L) ] ...M-mll ] | .m ; i m
[ =t | g E
MR A 1 Il Il .m I b I i
] % o Ul i ; | I e
I I 1% I 1l l I h
|5 j 8
r%o i e g
o
i~y |
Mt £
i~y
]
it ~d N-II\ 7
i | m . =]
| NN ] I m Il .
| | e Il s
1 H ] ! i Il - s il
L) ] A ~t . : : l
e 1 " \| ~t A mH : ll I n n
|l 1l 1IN
[1T® I 7 .. | Il
g 0
~t e d nw |
H 3 | _ |
i~y _ . f | u
~ [ InN§ nm ] — . 5 1 pmw Ul )
i~y » M Il
e ! 0 m .
. =] - A Lm ol 8 Avﬂ R
] ~t [} 2 e g Y a
d 1' 2 = oelll e ol
2 an L
] Aunﬂ | T A I
| - - [1T® ¢ . ﬂlll | ll
/ e il \ i |
| I i~y
wﬂw i uw/ i~ o . |
Cal |
i~ | h
| -
o . . I
] ilay I l
.A I l hnan il i I
. e B3 Sh
il 1 ~y T | |
£ I i .
i~y ua
i~y
[1TT® - % | I
o . ] | Il |
] Ar Il 2 I ||V Il
[T [1TT® l 1 | |
M o ll
' e EE m
! ] L [ < D
EY AP e I 3 . . |
i~y i .
i~
] ] )
19
N . | | h |
- . | 3 3= S il |
AL .b I i
| EER Hn | | I
I unnlx I§ ] ]
~t
| 11 Il
~t i a/
|| ~y f~ -
- . _ d -
.r.l.l .r.l \..I...-" W - ”
| | . . _ 9 g
7 .Hlv . . _ u N © g
) il 1n8 B 1hY I m | | V
I Il | | . 3 &= o e
~ 1 11 | ~ il p : 1
’ .HIYQN | : - < NG o o s = =
L) ) L |
/ ol Xy | |
A~ .\ .WIIV £ lin | | T |
X[ i hy@d B N = : T
i~y ~t A \ / Q 1 S.
: hy@d @ ™ = w s
N : :
N ; F
N . n n
e : m n s :
: B ) A A g
- S = S H
— & £ :
) &)




VESPA

=90

45].

38

]
Q
Q
]
5 he]
lem <
o g T i L Qam [ A L 7 T e AL o R TR o
ﬁ N B
)
.
™ &
1
QI =
A~ _-A,g
b q 0 b ¢ owm E 5 YRS alll 3 ol 5 all & ol [k
VS *— Y VS A
~t ~t ~t ~t ~t ~t ~y ~e ~t ~y ~t ~t
f~d frt f~rd ~d f~rt f~d fart frd f~d fart frt f~d
T ™ m e Wy Dy [ T e ™ ol T e e
' AL
~t
g
¢ g o 14 e om . i m oS ¢ 3 0 3 RS o 3 ofee 16
il e dnmal Cdnm 74v Aﬂ. Ay i dnma = dna dumy i i dnmal
[ [ [ [ Mo Dank ] [ [ [ [ [ [
] ]
il
LIIE
[
oW B
TR T M T Bﬂm D ﬁ . T T T M TN SEREL)
ona / M .2,/ K MK 1 K A MH fes M u A
<]
ﬁ | 2
0
a2l 2
.m ]
9 9 9 g 9 =
3 5 3 5 5 g
wn w w w wn )
) 2] = £ ) =t g\, 5 |/ < . . . )
Wy By SN G E % 5 & 3 /4 /s iy & 2 K o ||
N2 o o P NP = . NG N N N N P n{ N
— — [a] < 3 o : - — — — [N H ze}
a r g = g & A < o % & & & z
E e & & o = =
jasf




39

VESPA
8. Do You Live Here?
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In the near distance, we hear a faint march-like rhythm. We can see a swarm of bees heading towards them.
Vespa starts to suddenly display wasp-like characteristics. As soon as we become aware of it, so does she,

and quickly moves to shake off the manifestation. Joey sees this and dismisses it without comment. Meanwhile.
the bees and wasps gather, then approach each other in a kind of standoff.

9. Bee Wasp Standoff
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The wasps back down as they are clearly out-numbered. The bees leave toward one side, and the wasps to the
other. They are interrupted by a voice in thge distance...

Rae: Vespal... Joey!... Where are you guys?!

Two lovely Dragonflies float into the scene.

Vespa: Oh, hello Draggies!

Joey: Are the friendly?

Vespa: Oh yes! Just a little single minded. They’re probably on their way to Mexico for the winter.

Joey. Oh

Joey is clearly clueless as tho the life cycle of dragonflies. He scratches his head, thinking, as posits a question.
Joey: Maybe we could hitch a ride with them for a while. What do you think?

Vespa: Excellent idea!

Vespa and Joey are invited to climb aboard the backs of the Dragonflies.
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End ACT 1

They fly off...
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ACT 2 - Scene 1
Deep in the bog, Rae and the boys inch their way through the muck, following the trail where Vespa and
Joey entered the woods earlier
Rae: Vespa! Vespa! I have no idea what Vespa is thinking
The Boys: No idea... no idea.

Rae: Vespal!!!

11. Beyond Belief
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VESPA

Rae: We have to get her and bring her back to reality before it’s too late and we lose her forever!
The Boys: Forever... forever.

Rae: VESPA!!!

As if in response, an over-sized purple mantis leaps up and lands beside them. He is dressed nattily
in a top hat, tails and shiny boots replete with black spats.
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VESPA

ACT 2 - Scene 2

Joey and vespa fly, riding aboard the dragonflies.
Joey: Yeowch!

Vespa: What’s wrong Joey?

Joey (shouting): There’s a bug in my ear!!

A swarm of mosquitos are rapidly approaching. Vespa and Joey madly slap at themselves to deter the biting
frenzy. The dragonflies suddenly turn and revers course, heading straight into the swarm of mosquitos.

Joey: Why are they turning around?
Vespa winks
Vespa: Dinner time!

The dragonflies become like small vacuum cleaners sucking, chomping, and swallowing as they eat their
way through the swarm.
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As the swarm starts to disperse, Joey looks over at Vespa and they share a moment.

Joey: Is that a usual occurence?

Vespa shrugs

Vespa: It happens...

The dragonflies speed up, leaving the mosquitos behind.

14. Queen’s Island Recit

Light and soaring 4 = 140
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Vespa, Joey, and the dragonflies land on the island. Queenie is at the center of the frenetic activity. She turns to

and fro, giving instructions to the different species around her.
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The spritely dance continues as Vespa greets the Queen. Joey watches from the sidelines. Queenie lifts her head
slightly in acknowledgement of Vespa’s approach. She hums and thrums gently. Vespa turns to Joey.

Vespa: Isn’t she magnificent?

Joey demurs, as Vespa is welcomed by the Queen. Their conversation is a bit unusual in that neither Vespa
or the Queen are actually speaking. Joey responds, although neither of them seem to be listening.

Joey: She certainly is something.

A pair of Mantises catch his attention. They are enchanted with each other, both in prayer while each rubbing
their legs against the other’s.

16. Canoodling Mantises
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is coming
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End of ACT 2





