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VESPA 
AN OPERA IN 4 ACTS 

MUSIC AND LIBRETTO BY DON 
DINICOLA 

CAST - CHORUS AND DANCERS 
CHORUS - 8 Singers will cover all roles: 
3 Sopranos, 2 Mezzo-Sopranos, 2 Tenors, 1 Bass 
VESPA - A 13 year old girl - SOPRANO 
RAE - VESPA's little sister - MEZZO SOPRANO 

JOEY - A neighborhood boy who befriends VESPA - TENOR 

QUEENIE - The Wasp Queen - SOPRANO
OPPYLON - The Spider - BASS
BOO - The Purple Mantis - TENOR 
THE 2 BOYS - Two neighborhood bullies who are also RAE's 
acolytes - 2 TENORS 
BABY SPIDERS - 2 babies - 2 SOPRANOS 
CHICKADEE - MEZZO SOPRANO 
THE SINGING TREE - BASS 
ASSORTED BEES, WASPS, MOSQUITOS, DRAGONFLIES, BEETLES, LADYBUGS 
AND MANTITEES - CHORUS and DANCERS (Number of Dancers-TED) 
THE ORCHESTRA - piano, guitars, banjo, harp, percussion, flute, 
oboe, clarinet 
PROLOGUE 

NARRATION 
Welcome to the world of Vespa. Our story unfolds in a vacant lot  where the children 
play. Behind the lot is a rundown old factory, with sign that says, "DBP INDUSTRIES - 
NO TRESPASSING - KEEP OUT!" 
In the darkness, a voice calls out ... 
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minimal	vibrato

y buzz y Ves pa talk in’ to the bees, writ in’ sil ly sto ries hid in’ in the trees!
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y buzz y Ves pa talk in’ to the bees, writ in’ sil ly sto ries hid in’ in the trees!
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Wan na come o ver and hang out some?

Well! I’m glad! At least Ves pa has one real friend! Hmph!

Sure. Sounds like fun!
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I can show you,

May be he’ll teach her some sense! Right.
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but it has to be a se cret, just be tween us two.

Not a prob lem for me! No bod y pays much at ten tion to me, an y way!

Vespa

Joey

Pno
































38
33

 



 




      



 
 

 

 



 




      



 
 



 






     



 
 



  








 










They all think I just make stuff up too.
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NARRATION 
ACT 1 - SCENE 2 
Later that day in a backyard ... Vespa and Joey are standing next to a large tarantula wasp, with Joey gently 
petting the wasp's head. The wasp is humming softly. Rae is on the other side of the yard, watching the 
scene from behind another hedge. 

VESPA 
You need to be super gentle with her. 

JOEY 
I see what you mean ... Can I touch her 

if I'm very gentle and careful? 

Rae is clearly horrified yet transfixed. She leans forward, 
straining to hear a little better. Vespa whispers, 

VESPA 
Yes, but very gently. 

JOEY 
Does she have a name? 

Vespa replies in a soft whisper, 
VESPA 

I call her Queenie ... just remember, no sudden moves. 
JOEY 

Of course, of course. She's a real beauty. I can see why she's so 
special. 

Joey coos, and Vespa joins in the cooing and petting party. Queenie quivers 
ever so slightly and emits a soft faint humming sound as Vespa softly rubs the 
underside of her chin. 

VESPA 
Pet her right here. 

JOEY 
Ooooh, that's a good girl. 

VESPA 
Very nicely done Joey. 

NARRATION (Music underneath)
Vespa and Joey marvel as Queenie rises up in splendor and performs a slow ceremonial dance. 
- QUEENIE -

VESPA final READING SCRIPT 02 23 25 
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yes, and so much more. Watch, and fol low us.

minimal	vibrato

I did n’t know that she could sing. So strange! What lan guage is she speak ing?

Soprano

[Vespa]

Tenor

[Joey]

Piano












7




     



  

 










 

 
 





  



  
 



 
    


  


  




  
 











 

 
 




  



  
 






    















 

 



  


 

    

- -

- - -

Yes, it’s so won der ful. Don’t you just love the sound of it?

It sounds fa mil i ar but,

Attacca

Vespa

Joey

Pno.





12

10

I	Didn’t	Know
from	Vespa

©	Cavaquinho	Music	2023
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Rae	(spoken):	I'm	gonna

need	some	help	with	this
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Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25







 



     



 
  


   



  









     
    



   









   






    







 




 

















With	a	sense	of	anticipation 	=	154














































- - - - - -Ves pa

minimal	vibrato

and Jo ey fol low the Queen down a me an der ing path,

Soprano

[Queenie]

Piano


 













 









 




  
   








 






 
 

 

 
 


 



   
 








 

 

      






















 







  
 












      







































- - - - -bring ing them to a swamp like pond, fer tile and fe cund, full of life, en er gy!!

Queenie

Pno













 


 









15
9

  

      



     




     

 


  

 




 






















    




    



 







 


















  

     
 





dim.

rit.rit.

A	tempo

- - - - -Queen ie

more	spoken

&ies a head and joins with a cou ple of like mind ed wasps, who ap pear to be friends!

Queenie

Pno




 

 











24

30

Recitative	2

©	Cavaquinho	Music	2023
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


 

 
  

    
 

  

   

 



 

 
  

    
 

  

   

 



 







 







 







 







 
































 

Quietly	majestic 	=	120










-Good

minimal	vibrato

day to ya, bare ly knew ya. Do ya do ya got it made?

Bass

[The	Tree]

Piano

















































 
  

    
 

  

              



 
  

    
 

  

    



 

 
 



 
 


 

 



 







 







 







 

































 





 

- - -Did ya give ya, be ya see ya, don ya tee ya got it made? In the cov er of my shade.

Attacca

Tree

Pno

 




 



















































9

In	the	Cover	of	My	Shade
from	Vespa

©	Cavaquinho	Music	2023
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9HVSa�OinH:�+H�aOZa\V�
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








 
 






    
 






   


  




 


         



  




 




  


 




  








    







   
 















   










         






     





  


  



 




  



 








 









 
 









 






 









 




 















 


 




 









 


 




 



 















 















 

 

   

 

   

   

Darkly	mysterious 	=	116

























































































































- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Im) pos si (ble) (Im) pro ba (ble) all (un) stop pa (ble) it’s (in) (ev) i ta (ble)

(Im) (pos) (si) ble so (Im) (pro) (ba) ble all (un) (stop) (pa) ble it’s (in) (ev) (i) (ta) ble

all (un) stop pa ble (in) (ev) i ta ble

Im (pos) (si) (ble) It’s Im (pro) (ba) (ble) though un (stop) (pa) ble in ev (i) (ta) ble

Soprano

[Queenie]

Soprano

Mezzo-

soprano

Tenor	1

Tenor	2

Bass

[The	Tree]

Piano





Tree	Dance
from	Vespa

©	Cavaquinho	Music	2024
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






  
 





  









    


 





           

 



  





 

















 






  


 



  












  









 
  







  
 

 





            





 

  
   

 
   

  









































































 




























 

 




 













 




 
 

  






 















     



   
 




   

 

























- - - - - - -

-

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

-

- - - - - - - -

Tree	leads:

Will men Will men Will komm wel come.

Mezzo	leads:

Will kom men Ve ry!

Queenie	leads:

See how they

Tree	leads: Mezzo	leads:

Ve ry!

Queenie	leads:

Tree	leads:

Will kom Will kom will kom wel come.

Mezzo	leads:

A chra ma cha ma ri.

Queenie	leads:

See how

Tree	leads:

Will kom men

Mezzo	leads:

Will kom men ma cha mar i.

Queenie	leads:

See how they

Tree	leads: Mezzo	leads:

Ve ry!

Queenie	leads:

See how they

Tree	leads:

Will kom Will kom men.

Mezzo	leads:

ma mar i.

Queenie	leads:

See how they

Tree	leads: Mezzo	leads:
Queenie	leads:

Queenie

S.

M-S.

T.1

T.2

Tree

Pno









 














11 19
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





 



   

 


  



  


      

  


       


 


    




 




 
 

  

    

    



 

 


 



    
  



    











 



  


    

 




  


  

     





      
  




























   


 

  






  


 

   




    







   













  

 





 





 

















rit.rit. 	=	102

	=	114

- - - - - - - - -

-

-

6y!

Tree	leads:

Ah night.

Queenie	leads:

Here are three,

Tree	leads: Queenie	leads:

Here are three. Here are three.

6y!

Tree	leads:

of light run through the night.

Queenie	leads:

Here are three. Please,

6y!

Tree	leads:

Cir cles of light, run night.

Queenie	leads:

Here are three, here are three, here are three.

6y!

Tree	leads:

light, run night.

Queenie	leads:

Three are these.

6y!

Tree	leads:

Cir cles of light, they run through the night.

Queenie	leads:

Here are three.

Tree	leads: Queenie	leads:

Queenie

S.

M-S.

T.1

T.2

Tree

Pno


 



  






 


 


  

 


  

  
 




















28
21
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    



 




 





  




  



  







      








     



   




     


 







 



  

 


   


   
 








 



   
   

  






 

 



  


      

  






  

  

  

    








 



 




























  


 



 


   

    


 





 





















rit.

- - -

-

-

-

-

-

let them be. Trou bled are these

Tenor	2	leads:

The

Let them be, let them be, let them be free. Woe

Tenor	2	leads:

oft en,

Let them be free. Trou bled these.

Tenor	2	leads:

Let them be, let them be, let them be free.

Tenor	2	leads:

not of ten

Let these three be free.

Tenor	2	leads:

not of ten

Let them be, Let them be.

Tenor	2	leads:

not of ten

Tenor	2	leads:

Queenie

S.

M-S.

T.1

T.2

Tree

Pno

  
 

 

 


 













 




36
32
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




      







   




      

 



 



  







 




 

 


 
 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



   
       

 

   
 


 

 
 

 



 


   
 


 

   























 





  








 










 






   

 



 

 

 





 

















  

	=	90

















































- - - - -

Bass	leads:

queen.

Queenie	leads:

But be ware of Man tes and Me phi ti dae.

Attacca

seen in the

Bass	leads:

land of

Queenie	leads:

Oh. Oh. Oh.

Bass	leads:

queen.

Queenie	leads:

Oh. Oh. Oh.

seen

Bass	leads:

land queen.

Queenie	leads:

Oh. Oh. Oh.

seen in the

Bass	leads:

land queen.

Queenie	leads:

Oh. Oh.

seen

Bass	leads:

land of the queen.

Queenie	leads:

Oh. Oh. Oh.

Bass	leads: Queenie	leads:

Queenie

S.

M-S.

T.1

T.2

Tree

Pno



 

  


 



  
 











 



















 


45
41
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 

   
  





  
 


 

      






 


 

 












 

  
 

  

 

  


 

 











 

  
 




 

 





  



     

















 






 

 



   





 



















Conversationally 	=	100

























- - - -

- - -

My pa rents, have a house back there and I’m ex pec ted to ad

Wow! This is a su per int’ rest ing place. Do you live here, or back there?

Soprano

[Vespa]

Tenor

[Joey]

Piano

 










6




















 



 

         
 





 
 































 



  

         
 































 

  


















 





 















 



















- - - - -just to life there. My fa ther works night and day, he has no time for me or Rae, to him we’re noth ing more than a dis trac tion. And

Vespa

Pno


 


 



8

    



         



     
  

 


    

    






 




 

 










 


 






  


























 






 




 

 



 






 


 







     































 










- - - - - - - -mo ther takes whis key in her morn ing tea, ex pects us to be qui et and look pret ty. And o bey all of their rules. But Queen ie,

very	lightly

Vespa

Pno















13
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 

 

 



 




 



 
  

 




 

 
  


  






   



  
   

 



 
 

 




 

  

 

 




 




 












  

 


























 
 
















   













 



 





  













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is my real mom though and this is my true home. Not real ly. The wasps are

Do bees get a long with wasps?
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Out! Get out!

minimal	vibrato

Bad bees be gone. Pol is tes will not back down. Fly!

Not

minimal	vibrato

a chance! Bees will #ght! Bees en dure!

Soprano	1

Soprano	2

Tenor
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Bee	Wasp	Standoff
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Ves pu la nev er give ground! Out! Get out! Bad

minimal	vibrato

Bees, we’ll

Ap i dae nev er give ground. We will

Flee be gone or
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bees be gone! Out, out be gone and nev er re turn!

tear you a part! Bees get thee hence, nev er more to re turn not ev er more!
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minimal	vibrato
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Scat and 6y, you take our ad vice. Bees be gone! We’ll not say it twice.

Ves pu la, you’ll pay the price. So dead!

Ves pu la you’ll pay the price. Flee be gone and nev er re turn!
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Hold the line!

We a rise and at tack, ne ver show them mer cy!

Bees a rise and at tack them! Bees ne ver stop for we must kill them!

Bees a rise and at tack we must hold the line!
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Sound re treat our on ly op tion!

We re treat, dab n it! Live to #ght an oth er day!

There will be more next time! Live to #ght an oth er day!

Run them out! And make it sting! Make it hurt, don’t let them off!
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Take

minimal	vibrato

me on a jour ney. To the bur ney sun shine.

Da da da da da da da.

minimal	vibrato

High out in the o pen sky! Fly nev er to be de nied. It’s all im por tant.

S. 1

S. 2

T.

Pno
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
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The	 Journey	
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And
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just who might you be?

min.	vib.

Good ly marn in’! Where is your care? In there?
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izz it izz it izz it izz it?
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Tenor

[The	Mantis]

Piano








 





7


  





 


 





     
 






  







 
   




    
 


  

  


  


   










   


  



















  









   
 



 




 
 





  

   











 






















  


















   

 


 





 











 

   





 








































- - - - -

- - -

This is just the kind of crea ture that Ves pa would be friend. This is real ly the lim it!
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Rae	&	The	Mantis	Meet
from	Vespa
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- - - - - - - - -Not that it’s an y of your bus’ ness! I’m Rae, and this is Dick y and Rick y. I’m prob a bly the pret ti est girl you’ve ev er seen!
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Dick y and Rick y are on the team, team lead ers in fact. Not that it would mat ter to you and all of this. Crim i ny!
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2 Rae	&	The	Mantis	Meet

RAE	(spoken):	And,	my	family

owns	the	big	factory,	

DBP	Enterprises!
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




































































































 




 





















- -

- - - -

Can do me do she do we we do.

see me but on ly if you, can do me do she do we we do.

see me but on ly if you, can do me do she do we we do. On to con do,

S.

M-S.

T.

Pno


  




 




 



  



25
18

 


 

 
   



 


 









 



 
  




  




















 
    

















 














 
















 
   

     


  







 












 






 














        
                               


  


     



  













 



 


 






























 





















 






















 


























- - - - -

- - -

- - -

- -

Mon do bon do, fron to e lan tro! You. Aye.

Tron to, mon do, bon do oh! I can’t see just

ton to, tron to, Can you try to make more fenc es I can’t see just

minimal	vibrato

Ton to mon do. You.

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno













  























29

26
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





   

















 




















 


   

  







 


   















 
















 






  

  



  


  





   

   



    


  


     



      


   



    


  


     



      


   



    



 












 








 












 























 























 
























 

























- -

- -

- -

Give some mean ing to your seem ing

what you mean. Live.

what you mean. Give some mean ing to your seem ing

Get a long get a long! Live.

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno

 



 
























35
32




















 


   


  



 
























 


   


   

  

    




  


     



      


   



    


  


     



      


   



    

               





















 
























 























 























 








 









































- -

- - - - - -

;ee ing scream ing sense of being! Be.

Scream. Be.

;ee ing scream ing sense of being! Twid dle twad dle did dle daw dle

Scream. Be.

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno























41
37

3Queen’s	Island	Hive

45

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25






   

    





    


  


    
   



               


  


     



      


   




    



 























 

































































     
- - - -

- - - - -

Twid dle twad dle did dle daw dle

Fid dle me did dle me wat tle me blue You and me seem to be hap pi ly ;ew!

S.

M-S.

Pno

42

 






 


 





 


 











  
     

 

 

 


 


  








  
     






 





 


 









  

 


 












                               


 





 


 







































































 





































 

  

-

- -

- - - -

We can’t be lieve you if you can’t be true!

You and me seem to be hap pi ly ;ew if you can’t be true!

Fid dle me did dle me wat tle me blue We can’t be lieve you if you can’t be true!

if you can’t be true!

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno

























 


45
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



       
 

 
    

 
 

                 
 



   

                 




       
 

 
    

 
                   












































 








 








 








 
























 
























Buzzy	and	jaunty 	=	162

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

Be a lit tle tit tle tat tle lit tle boy blue. On by set tle =e win dow cry too. In an old si lo from Tim buk tu, can you be buzz y can you be true?

In an old si lo from Tim buk tu, can you be buzz y can you be true?

S.

M-S.

Pno


49

   


    


       
 

 
    

 
 

   
      

   



   


    


       
 

 
    

 
 



              








 

 




















 

 









































 








































 










































 















 










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Can you be buzz y, say can you be true? Be a lit tle tit tle tat tle lit tle boy blue. On by set tle =e win dow cry too.

Can you be buzz y, say can you be true?

Can you be buzz y, say can you be true? Be a lit tle tit tle tat tle lit tle boy blue. On by set tle =e win dow cry too.

Can you be buzz y, say can you be true?

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno

57 61
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In an old si lo from Tim buk tu, can you be buzz y can you be true?

In an old si lo from Tim buk tu, can you be buzz y can you be true?

In an old si lo from Tim buk tu, can you be buzz y can you be true?

True!

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno
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Why,

min.	vib.

tell me why, Do do it don’t do it. Don’t cry, don’t cry, �ah ha hy but don’t cry.

Why

min.	vib.

tell me why, Do do it don’t do it. Flah ha hy but don’t cry.
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Canoodling	Mantes
from	Vespa

©	Cavaquinho	Music	2023

Words	&	Music	by	Don	DiNicola

[under narration]

Narration: "A pair of mantises..."
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- - - - - -

- - - -

Mai tai me �y, tra ha ha high. Mai tai me �y un der neath braille eyes.

Tra ha ha high. Mai tai me �y way high.
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- - - -

Be on to be on to ties. Wise eyes, wise eyes

Whis per to me. Be on to be on to ties. Eyes, wise eyes à bien tôt.
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- - - -

- -

Hear what we say, lis ten don’t lis ten to me. Hear us, be us, tay hay ake the prize.

Lis ten don’t lis ten to me. Hear us, please take the prize.
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3Canoodling	Mantes
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With	Growing	Concern 	=	120













- - - - - -

-

Vespa	jolts	Joey	away	from	the

alluring	dance	of	the	mantises.

You

min.	vib.

real ly have to watch your self here Joe y. If you don’t...

The	female	mantis	rips	the

	head	of	the	male	clean	off.

That’s the way it bees, some times. Yum my yum my!

Yikes!

The	female	mantis	rips	the

	head	of	the	male	clean	off.

min.	vib.

Good gra vy!

Soprano

[Vespa]

Tenor

[Joey]

Piano











  
 


 


  

    


  






   



 
   

 




 


   
















 


   



 

 


 


 

  


  






 






 

 
   








  



















 






 

 
 





 




 















 

- - - -

- - - - - -

Def i nite ly! I’m in trigued!

Joey	claps	his	hands,	

and	disappears.

Neat trick.

Wan na see some thing? I’d like to show you. I’ve nev er shared this with an y one be fore.

Joey	claps	his	hands,	

and	disappears.

S.

T.

Pno



 



9

Watch	Yourself
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        




    








 



   

 


     
   

    


 
  

    
 






    










 
 















 





 
























 

 







 

  




 

  



 





  





















 





































- - - - -I in vent ed it athome. Some times... when things get cra zy at home, this real ly helps. Not that I would show them!

S.

T.

Pno

 






















18



    
   


 

 
  







 

 



  
  

 













   


  


  

 





 



  








 




 

 

  














    


 
 

   


  








 

 
























 







  


  


 



 




















 

- -

We see eye to eye on that. And now?

I just make sure, when the fur 9ies, I’m no where to be seen. Ov er here.

S.

T.

Pno

 






  






32

27
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 

 
 



 







 
 



 







       



 

















 

















   



 
 



 







 
 



 







   

           

 

























 



































 












 




























































 



























 













 






 



 




































Sweet	but	off	kilter 	=	162



















Knock knock who’s not there? Knock knock who’s not there?

min.	vib.

Where oh where has he

Knock knock who’s not there? Knock knock who’s not there?

Knock knock who’s not there? Knock knock who’s not there?

stacc.	very	short

Soprano

Mezzo-

soprano

Tenor

Bass

Piano

 

9

    
         

       




 










































































 




















































 

















 

























































- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

gone to hide? Chang ing col ors ver y

min.	vib.

Ver y

S.

M-S.

Pno

 
  





17
13

Knock	Knock
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     
  


 

 

 


  

  
  

 



     


 















 



       









 





 










































































 













































































  








































































- - - -

- - - -

- -

shy. Tone and tim bre clap ping games.

shy. Tone and tim bre clap ping games.

min.	vib.

clap ping Knock knock who’s not there?

Knock knock who’s not there?

S.

M-S.

T.

B.

Pno

 


 


 
 


   


 









25
23

 



 







 
 








  
 








   
  



















 








  








    

















 








  








    










 





 








  








    






 

 













































































































 

  































 
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