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VESPA
AN OPERA IN 4 ACTS
MUSIC AND LIBRETTO BY DON
DINICOLA

CAST - CHORUS AND DANCERS

CHORUS - 8 Singers will cover all roles:
3 Sopranos, 2 Mezzo-Sopranos, 2 Tenors, 1 Bass

VESPA - A 13 year old girl - SOPRANO

RAE - VESPA’s little sister - MEZZO SOPRANO

JOEY - A neighborhood boy who befriends VESPA - TENOR

QUEENIE - The Wasp Queen - SOPRANO
OPPYLON - The Spider - BASS
BOO - The Purple Mantis - TENOR

THE 2 BOYS - Two neighborhood bullies who are also RAE's
acolytes - 2 TENORS

BABY SPIDERS - 2 babies - 2 SOPRANOS
CHICKADEE - MEZZO SOPRANO
THE SINGING TREE - BASS

ASSORTED BEES, WASPS, MOSQUITOS, DRAGONFLIES, BEETLES, LADYBUGS
AND MANTITEES - CHORUS and DANCERS (Number of Dancers-TBD)

THE ORCHESTRA - piano, guitars, banjo, harp, percussion, flute,
oboe, clarinet

PROLOGUE
NARRATION

Welcome to the world of Vespa. Our story unfolds in a vacant lot where the children
play. Behind the lot is a rundown old factory, with sign that says, “DBP INDUSTRIES -
NO TRESPASSING - KEEP OUT!"”

In the darkness, a voicecallsout ...



Narration: "In the darkness, a voice calls out ..." ReCItatlve ]_

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Hauntingly, but lively. Rubato J =130
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NARRATION "ACT 1 - SCENE 1

"Vespa is being taunted by two boys. Her sister Rae Busy Buzzy Vespa
is hiding behind a tree, listening.” from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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LAUGHTER, HOOTS AND GUFFAWS.

BOY 1
I Guess ya just tooo good fa us Vespa!

BOY 2
Yeahhh, Teacha’s pet, haha teacha’s pet!

BOY 1
Where’s ya made up friend? Ha!

BOY 2
I betcha she don’t even haaave a real friend.

RAE
Puh! She’s talking to her made up
friends again.

NARRATION:

We see Joey, a boy about Vespa’s age, approach.

~ I DON'T UNDERSTAND -~



I Don’t Understand

NARRATION: We see Joey, a boy about Vespa’s age, approach. from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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2 I Don’t Understand
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I Don’t Understand
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NARRATION
ACT 1 - SCENE 2

Later that day in a backyard ... Vespa and Joey are standing next to a large tarantula wasp,with Joey gently
petting the wasp’s head. The wasp is humming softly. Rae is on the other side of the yard,watching the
scene frombehind another hedge.

VESPA
You need to be super gentle with her.

JOEY
I see what you mean ... Can I touch her
if I'm very gentle andcareful?

Rae 1is clearly horrified yet transfixed. She leans forward,
straining to hear a little better. Vespa whispers,

VESPA
Yes, but very gently.

JOEY
Does she have a name?
Vespa replies in a soft whisper,

VESPA
I call her Queenie ... just remember, no sudden moves.
JOEY
Of course, of course. She’'s a realbeauty. I can see why she’s so
special.

Joey coos, and Vespa Jjoins in the cooing and petting party. Queenie quivers

ever so slightly and emits a soft faint humming sound as Vespa softly rubs the
underside of her chin.

VESPA
Pet her right here.

JOEY
Ooooh, that’s a good girl.

VESPA
Very nicely done Joey.

NARRATION (Music underneath)

Vespa and Joey marvel as Queenie rises up in splendor and performs a slow ceremonial dance.
~ QUEENIE ~
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Queenie
Narration: "Vespa & Joey Marvel..." from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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I Didn’t Know

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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RAE
I'm gonna need some Recitative 2
help with this. from Vespa

Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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NARRATION
As the Wasps mingle, we see the reflection of a giant tree in the pond. The
tree starts coughing and clearing its throat in a way that conveys that it
would like our attention. The Wasps continue to hover.

TREE
Ahem, ahem . . .

JOEY
Who is that?

VESPA
That’'s the welcoming tree. He sounds a little scary but he’s a good egg
just veeeery old.

JOEY
I can see that.

NARRATION
The Welcoming tree is huge and gnarly and magical. The Wasps start to
circle the tree and join in with the tree on a very buzzy sounding song.

~ IN THE COVER OF MY SHADE -~ &
~ TREE DANCE -~ &
~ DO YOU LIVE HERE? -~
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In the Cover of My Shade

. " . " from Vespa
Narration: "The Wasps start to circle... Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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Rehearsal score

Tree Dance

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Darkly mysterious 4 =116
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Queenie
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11 Tree leads:

Tree Dance

Mezzo leads:
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ueenie leads:
Tree leads: Mezzo leads: Q
, 5
P af (@) Yok |
N | bl | |
ANV | | | | | ]
%) T— T T t
Ve - ry! See how they
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
f Mezzo leads: mf —
&) i i I =Y —— - |'
hdl O 1 | | . 7 [V | - | ' 7 -
~ pe G I — 1< I i — I
N I I— T
Wwill - - kom___ Will - kom - men ma - mar - i See how they
Tree leads: ) ) Mezzo leads: . Queenie leads:
A o b l’ , , , o o , o —3 L=
)7 A N N 1 | | | N N 1l | \
o . 2 — a—% . 2 . %! ) / X J -
Py L—g—1 g3< b # . " — 3 — 33— | 32 # — 32 |
" | | "
o). X S — - 7 — > dl T — X
i ¢ ¢ |he ¢ ¢ I ) : 4 B 122) <
s = b =i
= [, K 4
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Tree Dance 3
Tree lead J=114
. ree leads: Lo J=102 28 |Queenie leads:
/A ./\./_\ e
’ D o ) = - ~ ﬂ; . A . i 2
Queenie |(|{fos ﬁ ﬁ
sV - =K = ~
Q) —~—————
iyl . Ah - - - - - - - - - night._ Here are three,
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
f ~ — |
)7 A - - - - - - - | | | N N | | A 10J
il i ; et = =2 P
Y] ' | |
Here__ are___ three._ Here are three.
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
e E— | : N —
M-S. |Hfas—bE: G P P — d o Y $ $ $ va = i
<D < < I I i 1 < < < N I Y
oJ ' ' ' 22 c . - - . o' .
N — v
fly! of light run through the night. Here are three. Please,
P—— Tree leads: Queenie leads:
—
o X 2 . < - A A 1 I? D — 'p 0
T1 || £ y Z = = < < ——= £ 7 - -
\\%:‘)I A Y I I I ! A Y Y A Y I'/ ‘ I'/ I
fly! . Cir - cles of light, run night. Here are three, here are three, here are three.
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
o) | . | | ) | . |
)7 A 1 N\ - I. | 1 I. | N\ - - I. \ | I.
T.2 ,:‘g blp Ip 73 Z s be z % o 2 1z}
iyl light, run night._ Three are these.
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
— — | AN ;
) \ o ° | o s S { -y ==
Tree |FF—= F P I o F I - F $ $ e i F = -
| | = ! | ! | | = Al | | | |
N T T T T T T T T T
iyl . Cir - cles of light, they run through the night. Here are three.
Tree leads: Queenie leads:
o) ) — .
)7 A N \ o, N\ | | | | | P-4
@ 3 i" . G- v 3 . l c : ' A
J ’ = = = - & - & * - ! ’
Pno #‘J #‘;_/ #‘-\/
. ~ . > 1
g;?-' = - - = il 2 e E— ——— 2 il I ] "! '
! i I i — ! pe—0—0 {pc ¢ ) N o " —
! ! i #w Ia he:
8ba
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4 Tree Dance
LE e oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa e et aaaaaaaas
36 Tenor 2 leads:
o’ [a) N — W ) U — 3\| o-° o oK)
. = . #2 N P o N
Queenie ||os—T ,' y 2 = i J p 2
\‘e_)\l ! | < ! 3
let them be. Trou - - - bled  are these The
Tenor 2 leads:
o4 : — T— — N — -
S. |IHfes = 4 4 : < Lid £ - = ~ ~ 4 4 ——
}j’ ~ > ~ ! ~ I I I - > !
Let them be, let them be, let them be free. Woe oft - en,
Tenor 2 leads:
o) A | | | | |
M-S ﬂ" 3 Ca—— = . - "! i = ¥ —g i i i 73 -
TOIE)—= i — i i — — < e — &< £ &£ €
ry) | | ' ' T
Let them be free. Trou - bled_ these.
Tenor 2 leads:
/\
O gt - o - - ko - 4 :
T1 || Hfes—% *t e 4 —t— 4 —V 4 — — = — : /
i)v hY (I A Y A Y A Y
Let them be, let them be, let them be free. not of - ten
Tenor 2 leads:
[a} | | | | | |
)7 | N\ | | N | | |
T2 (|H& - - - ~ = 3 - - = - 9 r
\%)_V I I ~— <
Let these three be free. not of - ten
Tenor 2 leads:
Tree I e g — ‘I \ ’j i - - - - ﬂlp Ip {'
1 | &) A ~ | | |
N ' ' — ' ' '
Let them be, Let them be. not of - ten
Tenor 2 leads:
PP he 4 ; 4 n
5  —— } rd N g N 1 N 3 N [
V T | p ] ' g p ] p ] p ] ‘
'\M 1L 1] ‘ ‘A ‘A 11 ‘A 1] ‘A 1L
A3V 1L N Ji | | o TL 1L
- = ~ UK =5, — : : S
Pno ]
\
5\' I | I | Tr- | I H' P4 _ﬂ_s N N
—)—ge- —g . o o N = = oD - i Lad ! 4 £
: a— I = I ! ! ! ¢ .
& T J
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Queenie

T.1

T.2

Tree

Pno

Tree Dance

Queenie leads:

» Bass leads: 45|d=90 ™
7 A Q —3—__ —3—

)7 A N N N = [ ] —— N N —
(7S = Z - 73 . S—. S—— | _‘i ] 2 " — — —p =
o I I : : - I I I - : I = I I

_ queen But be - Man - tes and__ Me - dae.
Queenie leads:
Bass leads: P
=
: P . - ___
e - X = 2 r—1
ANV | | | ~ = 4 = 4 [ @] - ~ > e
o T T I ~ — ©
seen in___ the land of Oh. Oh. Oh.
Queenie leads:
Bass leads: P
f)
5 = = ¥ : z 1 —r
ANV ~ | . - 4 | - ~
[3) = = < b= o Fa - =
v e —————————
queen. Oh. Oh. Oh.
Queenie leads:
Bass leads: P
—~~ ——
,‘? = e = - X | S — i  — © =
i ! = /S = 2
seen land queen._____ Oh. Oh. Oh.
Bass leads: Queenie leads:
pr— P —

9 i I i | N = e © 3 3 f
e p ] - [ ] 4 p ] y ] ) |
~ 1L PN J /) J /1 PN PN P. ey =

%‘ z e fic e /1 % e e 5O Z
\/
seen in the land queen Oh. Oh.
Queenie leads:
Bass leads: P
I ai-' ! ! N = o) N N
hdl O [0 o | ] p ] [ ] 4 p ] y ] [ @] (7
7 f o ek = o) Py y A y / Py Py
I I ] I Al . x . x O = Al
seen land of the queen.____ Oh. Oh. Oh.
Bass leads: Queenie leads:

A |
A 3 — — 54 i — i ) o
5] € - " € o0 49 48 — #g g
J g — - ° a4 T4

_G-'\ ,/_O- p
— z 2 1 | 5 v O
| $— e o |z 4 4 —
T | i —1 —1 J— —1 J— —1
= = = > — =
~—N ~— N O . Attacca
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Rehearsal score

Do You Live Here?

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Conversationally J=100 mf
» . = ——— =——
Soprano ﬁ - - - — e | - ' ra
espal J < r a L T i—/ : M = _tx:
-f My pa - rents, have a house back there and I'm ex - pec-ted to ad-
A S & , —~~ '/\
{7 e ) " 7—7 ™
[Joey] |SD—ZE ! — 4 |
\%) ‘i
Wow! This is a su - per int’ - rest - ing place. Do you live here, or back there?
b = : —_— . - i : : - ‘
T — . =1 ; PE=iee e == ce==i
B . : — I . N e R 1! | S —
' ) be ko e o fe B ~ f e f ~
Piano f
tg b g o e, ,s08Te 4
)4 e = 7o = 73 . | et
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I s I o ¢ i :
8
h — o | T " | "
Vespa 6 - — i 73 C S—— = - il = — =i il "A' g o ——1 3 <
o-4— P ——«— = —— = 7 | e
Py) T T " " 4
-just to life there. My fa - ther works night and day, he has no time for me or Rae, to him we’re noth-ing more than a dis - trac-tion. And
o} | . \ — | — " —| : ] |
¢ — ' I 73 4—N— = = ' - - il "" g o — =
e — \ > L. P! i
< I 7 ! 4 \4—’_‘ } o o p— 4 t i gﬂ’
Pno —~ _
##_& P o © bee #hﬁ*ﬁ% > 4 P
5\: y £ M~ ; ; N\ N 4 . | |N— N
y ] y ] | o 14 p ] o Vi
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T T
13
) —— _ _ e S S £ | | |
Vespa  |fos . i— : oo oy o i : P » e  —. — — ) — —%
ANIV4 | | | ] | | | hil hil Al Al = ] Al
Q) — T T Y —— | I — 4 —
mo-ther_ takes whis - key in her morn-ing tea, ex - pects us to be qui-et and look pret - ty. And o - bey all of their rules._ But Queen - ie,
very lightly /\
A . . = 1 . N | b
ya ' X ' X ' # X . —— . ¥
[ 0} <) PN PN 11 ! =) PN | 1L & 1 [P Vi &
ANIV4 (@) ﬁ = ﬂ = LT (o] ~ = ’ ‘ [Nt = ] ] Al
Q) —_ H'ﬂ F | N HT' _:: ( al ~—
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3 ! I !

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25

© Cavaquinho Music 2023




21

Do You Live Here?

20 S 24 mf
s " T M e o — T S
Vespa |13 | : K- P i — = = —— —T—+R
— ~—— I I < P
N— N
is my real mom though and this is my true home. mf a ® e Not real - ly. The wasps are
) - - N
)7 4 N 1/ \ | F 5' \
e .
/////’______________________‘\\\\\\\ Do bees get a-long with wasps?
[a} Halo s —
L —— C— g i s = —¥ = C— z X
\, 1 e T'gl | D | ‘A - = I e ~ é
N— L—
— $ S— i e Y
P, P ——
T~ — — & . .
. VbO ‘J_ L‘ﬂg . |7 [~ a— b1 — -—/)- =
): - = 1/ ; ¥ #.nl 6—y " ¥
Z < i T —% <
B | -
29 _— T
o4 i — ia ~ > 5 fe e — ; | | —
Vespa  [fge— . il . i p— s S i e e S Sa T r——
s , — ! ¢ I o ¢ o £ ¢
v
al-ways try-ing__ to find a way to get the bee’'s____ ho - ney We, I mean, the wasps need the pro - tein.____
A . T 4 . | | | A o
Y o P o d o N | N\ ] | _ m | hal — ~
" ' = t g §—be—o s —2—t0
ANV Th D 7 = = ‘ ‘ A A ot ot = ‘_.5-‘ [@ ]
e) l —_— S —— \_/‘ \—/ !/
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fe 123 # 2 — 1 bgf—“xl
0 I~ N i N N 1|
) : —— ' - he—to
1 1 |
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We can see a swarm of bees heading towards them. Vespa

NARRATION
In the near distance, we hear a faint march-like rhythm.

starts to suddenly display wasp-like characteristics. As
soon as we become aware of it, so does she, and quickly
moves to shake off the manifestation. Joey sees this and
dismisses it without comment. Meanwhile the bees and wasps
gather, then approach each other in a kind of standoff.



22

Bee Wasp Standoff

NARRATION: "... a kind of standoff."

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Animated & Combative J=124
-[f minimal vibrato 9
7 A > | | | >
i’ T E— e — S—— \ X td ' —¥ % 37 E— —— " -
Soprano 1 ifas—% S A S o —  — be_o e 4 = 4 . -,
o I H g 4 b po—o—+ I /
. -
Out! Get out! Bad  bees be gone. Pol - is - tes will not back down. Fly!
0 ] J /1 [ ] J /) ] J /) )]
D)
jf minimal vibrato -
S
T, ’ - = % - - i N % - e i 4 L N te
enor % 4 ¢ % = e
Not a chance! Bees will fight! Bees en - dure!
| YD ] J [ ] J /) ] J /) )]
N
>
fH £ 4 //\'\ bﬂ_ "_L l - | | 2z 2 “ . ) | - |
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17

Bee Wasp Standoff
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Bee Wasp Standoff

25
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S.1

S.2

Bass

Pno

\

S.1

S. 2

Bass

Pno

Bee Wasp Standoff
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37 — —
” A ba - he & -
Il(l - \IO \) / : / o o
[ an) PN PN Vi 1 1
ANV <€ <
Q) .
Hold the line!
h | |
)7 A | | |
& = = i 1 = » = & = = ]
.\_/v \_/v Y
We rise and at - tack, ne - ver show them mer - cy!
l., e
. | : 1 X " g i )
"(ﬂ z. I’ GI- b" ® / F' F L L| 7 7
\;;)’ - I I I ——
a - rise and - tack them! Bees ne - ver stop for we must kill them!
. . L —— b e
e\. '0 | | v 7 | 3
y P | | . ] I i' i >, 7 7
= - == - o o I #_—4 i
Bees - rise and at - tack we must hold_ the line!
"3
- I - — ‘I [ o P be- b . /_h\ Zal h— N
‘_‘ ‘ [ | | d b‘_' | 2] . 'l.d‘.:
2 E abe e o be = ==
> - ¥ # * # b4
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12 1 b
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1% = t 4 ' e @ = 7Y -
ANV A < | |
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\ i Sound re -treat_our-on - ly_  op - tion!
| | \ ! o
)7 A i | | - - \' AY | - % — H_'_' . \, . \’ -
(G £ o e £ 2 i e
e ' 4 o' ' [— |
We re-treat, dab-n-it! Live to fight an-oth - er day!
Jf
P — A | N
— P .- - - - T A # =P — )
i I ) < — - . Ge—¢—¢—
' I ' e |
There will b next time! Vi Live to fight an-oth - er day!
- \ \ \ | : — - : _
. 73 —He  —v o i — » :4' va yi . <
~ ~ b"\'_'/" N | 4
Run them out! And make it sting! Make it hurt, don’t let___ them off!
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Bee Wasp Standoff

VAMP

C_@;!<> %

Pno f . — . b - . .
fe=—t= . = B o ETE g —& £ £
',.. : .,,' IP. Ib. q: : : :‘:"3. E: ’ﬁ' ol . . i | K
| | | Vo I 4
NARRATION
The wasps back down as they are clearly out-numbered. The bees leave toward one side, and the

wasps to the other. They are interrupted by a voice in the distance .

RAE

Vespa ... Joey Where are you guys!

NARRATION
Two lovely Dragonflies float into the scene.

VESPA
Oh, hello Draggies!

JOEY
Are they friendly?

VESPA
Oh yes! Just a little single minded. They'’re probably
on their way to Mexico for the winter.

JOEY
Oh.

Joey responds, clearly clueless as to the life cycle of Dragonflies.
He scratches his head, thinking, and posits a question.

JOEY (CONT'D)
Maybe we could hitch a ride with them for a while. What
do you think?

VESPA
Excellent idea!
[Music starts]
NARRATION

Vespa and Joey are invited to climb aboard the backs of the Dragonflies.

~ THE JOURNEY -~
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The Journey

VESPA: "Excellent ideal!"

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Soaring with energy & life J =140
’ A 4
Soprano 1 7 = = = = = =
A3V x
oJ
f) #
Y A1 N
Soprano 2

i

A 4
Mezzo- - - - - - -
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7 f minimal vibrato
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Take me on a jour - ney. To f the bur - ney sun - shine.
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Da da da da da da da.
ﬁ minimal vibrato
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High out in the o - pen sky! Fly nev - er to be de - nied. It’s all im - por - tant.
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The Journey
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The Journey
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S.1

S.2

M-S.1

M-S. 2

Pno

The Journey
35
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Narration: "They fly off... fade to black." END ACT ONE
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NARRATION
ACT 2 - SCENE 1

Deep in the bog, Rae and the boys inch their way through the muck, following the
trail of where Vespa and Joey entered the woods earlier.

RAE
Vespa! Vespa!I have no idea what
Vespa is thinking.

THE BOYS
No idea ... no idea.

RAE
Vespalll!

~ BEYOND BELIEF -~
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Beyond Belief

Rae: "Vespa!!!" from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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RAE (CONT’D)
We have to get her and bring her
back to reality before it’s too late and we lose her forever!

THE BOYS
Forever . . . forever.
RAE
Vespall!

NARRATION

As if in response, an over-sized purple mantis leaps up and lands
beside them. He is dressed nattily in a top hat, tails and shiny boots
replete with black spats.

~Rae & the Mantis Meet~
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Rae & The Mantis Meet

Narration: "...replete with black straps." from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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2 Rae & The Mantis Meet
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Not that it’s an-y of _ your bus’-ness! I'm Rae,  andthis is Dick-y and Rick-y. I'm prob-a-bly the pret-ti - est girl you've ev-er seen!_ /‘\
RAE (spoken): And, my family
owns the big factory,
A DBP Enterprises!
: u = L__J 4 L_J L__J L_J L_J L_J L__J
Mantis |fos—%
VYV ¥ 4
I\%)
3
A — 33— —3— , | , | g Ja)
> y L a— 3 I » T < —o - I < P 3 " - —
(~Y, —1 N 3 % P Su—— = & o/ L o 1 f P Su—— P_‘l_-_
4 e it V[ ¢ SO s = o ﬁ_\ = ne =—H
Pno 3 > N — — 2
= p— | e _oTo . . 6 _— | 3 | ~
. — — > 4 7 3 éb I f ¥ o — ¥ I — i g g —
4 | ! — 3 S — ' = e— o—o ¢—eo ~ o 7 ~ £_F
- Sea === T =
6 = >
25 —
” 3 F‘g —mm | ] '>—3 | 3 3 3| I
Rae a ' o — o | — I 3 7 m—— be o I = - =
—o = < L o = b i
J > —=—be 5 — (e _e P S G > b> S
>
Dick-y and Rick-y are on the team, team lead-ers in fact. Not that it_would mat - ter to you and all of this. Crim -1 - ny!
o) < %tg;b“::#tgj—‘i—i o !
N
v Skewz-it skewz-it skewz-it!
— — N 7~ —
IJ( - \) s I hd - o Iﬁ’ ) [V} ub ﬁ - 2 - \) EII o o & m ) -
!g\ ‘A 1 H_‘ 7 y A | ‘A 1 1 ¢ ‘A 1 | 1 1 | 1 1 | J ] 1 |
o ——be = I —— - =—b e,y
Pno e > —5= 3 S ZE
3 3 , | L 1 ﬁgﬁ 3 3
: | T I ' —P \5 . 7—% .JI Yy b i i ‘ll \5 I — v Y — v — — r -
tw_d_. — X € oo I D I I AT ! W_gf_d_" P ——
Sty Sl R T P8 e 8 e 8 L
=~ Attacca

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25


dbarone
Line


36

Rae

Mantis

Pno

\

Rae

Mantis

Pno

Rae & The Mantis Meet
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NARRATION [MUSIC VAMP UNDERNEATH Chomp Chomp]
ACT 2 - SCENE 2
Joey and Vespa fly, riding aboard the dragonflies.

JOEY
Yeowch!!

VESPA
What'’s wrong Joey?

Joey shouts back,

JOEY
There’s a bug in my ear!!

NARRATION

A swarm of mosquitos are rapidly approaching. Vespa and Joey madly slap at themselves to deter
the biting frenzy. The dragonflies suddenly turn and reverse course heading straight into the
swarm of mosquitos.

JOEY
Why are they turning around?

Vespa winks.

VESPA
Dinner time!

NARRATION
The dragonflies become like small vacuum cleaners sucking, chomping and swallowing as they eat

their way through the swarm.

~ CHOMP CHOMP -~
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Rehearsal score

Chomp Chomp

from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
CUE: "...eat their way through the swarm.
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Chomp Chomp
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As the swarm starts to disperse, Joey looks over at Vespa and

they share a moment.

Vespa shrugs,

NARRATION

JOEY

Is that a usual occurrence?

VESPA
It happens

The dragonflies speed up leaving the mosquitos behind.

~ THE QUEEN’S ISLAND ~




40

Queen’s Island Recit

Narration: "...leaving the mosquitoes behind." from Vespa
Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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2 Queen’s Island Recit
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Queen’s Island Recit 3
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NARRATION

Vespa, Joey, and the dragonflies land on the island, Queenie is at the center of
the frenetic activity. She turns to and fro, giving instructions to the different
species around her.

~Queen's Island Hive~

Vel
Vel
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NARRATION: "...species around her."

Queen’s Island Hive

from Vespa

Words & Music by Don DiNicola

Lively, buzzy J=140 5 f minimal vibrato
” E % =
S - L_J - -
oprano o) :’-i- - i_ﬁ
Q) N
R Queen be sweet ly nes - tle of tric - Kkle. She’s free from
Mezzo- |\FA—2% - - - - - - - -
[ .. Y /]
Soprano WS¢
)
o)
Tenor ﬁ = = = = = = = =
\
e > e e N [_\ Pl N |
. o ® F_ - T ;
Piano
‘,' q f | I | | | I | I mf | I | | | I | | I
7> o o o o o o & —@ o o o o o o & ‘i o o—]
-9 y— » o @ » o » » o @ o » -
0 13 17
/ h | | | | N | N N N N
s. [fF2 - SN S : : : S -
[ a0} (] i . J = vy (@] = = 1L =
sea bream, fun - nel. Flic - kle! Dream - vy free me, mov ing me - nu.
f minimal vibrato
f
M_S. 'ﬂm L__J L_J L_J L_J L__J L_J
ANV
oJ
f' minimal vibrato Free to
9 #K0 o 4
T |t = = P Z i P e
\\';)/ : ! ! : !
Dream - 'y free me mov - ing me - nu. Free to
[a) | | | | | N | N N [— N
)7 A | | | | | | | | | | |
= . 2 ——— = = - . . = e .
\_/
Pno
rax I i i | I | i H ™ S ——— i ™ i ™ i ) H ™ I |
o) - - o o - F e e - - o
f = — vy 1L
* " " b h

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25

© Cavaquinho Music 2023



44

Queen’s Island Hive
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ueen’s Island Hive 3
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Queen’s Island Hive
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Buzzy and jaunty J =162

Queen’s Island Hive
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Queen’s Island Hive
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The spritely waltz continues as Vespa greets the Queen. Joey watches from the sidelines. Queenie
lifts her head slightly in acknowledgement of Vespa’s approach. She hums and thrums gently. Vespa
says to Joey with admiration,

VESPA
Isn’'t she magnificent?

Joey demurs, as Vespa is welcomed by the Queen. Their conversation is a bit unusual in that neither
Vespa or the Queen are actually speaking. Joey responds although neither of them seem to be
listening.

JOEY
She certainly is something.

NARRATION [Music underneath]

A pair of Mantises catch his attention. They are enchanted with each other, both in prayer while
each rubbing their legs against the other’s.

~ CANOODLING MANTISES ~
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Narration:

"A pair of mantises..."

Playful & sinister all at once J.=72

Canoodling Mantes

from Vespa

Words & Music by Don DiNicola

/
[ ]
Soprano £ = = = =
ANIV4
oJ
1
Tenor ||fs—%4 = - - =
A3V
\
[under narration]
. . . . I - I I I | '/\
P m— | | Y | | < Ca— X T N— ~ .- ' ' ' —N\—& 73 o= .- 0
. e : $ —o——I—¢— = 7— I j' i G- J € ! I €
: =’ — S U 4 ' : 2% NG, | '
Piano ¥/ .
e P /(;- 7 > . " m L=
i O - E— X — — — S — T — ¥  —— — 1 2 1t o ¥ = = =
7 Q& & P A— y —  —  — i —& & —® —® — 1 1 i i &
(o ] I I I I
6
~ p ™pP min.vib. | . ,
)7 A | — N vy P — | A | | \
5 & : = r—F v = S = ——f—=F
Q) & #_‘I N 'q,‘_ H.. T #,‘_ q.\_/ e — e — T T T
Why, tell me why, Do do it don’t do it._ Don’t cry,_ don’t cry, flah ha-hy_ but don’t cry.
5 mp min. vib. | _ N
T | e = r 7 ' : s s r
ANIV4 L AY P Y | Al = | 1/ ] | | =
Ne) o * fe » o 77 ' 4 | 1
Why tell me why, Do do it don’t do it. Flah - ha-hy  but don’t cry.
h " " " " " " | | | | | {—\
— I I Y I I I i T N— ~ o ' ' ' —\—o T >=
%- o ' CE s —o- & & i — | % — ik o ——+=% e
Pno = d S~ p2 T . — N> !
o —; e | | - A — 4 4 = =
e s " . S - — ——F 3 i G T a— - ¥ - r

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25

© Cavaquinho Music 2023




50

Pno

\

Pno

Vespa Libretto & Score 5/24/25

11

Canoodling Mantes
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Canoodling Mantes
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Joey is increasingly mesmerized by their song and it takes Vespa, grabbing him by
the hand and pulling him toward her, to break the Mantises’

~Watch Yourself-~

spell.
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Rehearsal score

Watch Yourself

from Vespa
. . Words & Music by Don DiNicola
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Watch Yourself
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NARRATION:

His voice is coming from behind a bush. Vespa heads toward the

Knock Knock

from Vespa
voice, and is followed by a tribe of Katydids. Words & Music by Don DiNicola
Sweet but off kilter J=162 f 9| Lo vib.
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Black out.

END OF ACT 2
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