AT-TAZKIRAH
THE REMINDER

&€ And keep reminding, because reminding
benefits the believers (5155

”

oAl
True Knowledge

Firstly, we need to define what true f\p (knowledge) is. True knowledge is
the knowledge of the Kitab (Qur’an) and Sunnah, by which we gain

recognition of our Creator (ca Jxo), as a result, we fear Him (W)

When we attain the recognition of the Almighty, then the fear of Allah
Ta'dla will be created. A person will then stay away from sin, Khushu
(Concentration and devotion) will be created, Thsan (awareness) will be
attained, and we will fulfil the rights of His Worship in all walks of life. Due

to his fear, one will humble himself.

Knowledge in which recognition and His fear is not gained, is not true

knowledge, rather it is just information (lsglas). !
slalel) oalis (e ) iy Ll

From Allah’s bondsmen (servants), it is only the learned one (those who
recognise Him and the Ulema who possess understanding), who fear Him

(because they appreciate His powers and greatness).
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Someone asked Imam Sha’bi 4l & A -, that, “who is an Aalim?” He said,

“Aalim is he who fears Allah Ta'ala”. 3

Hazrat Masud as & s> ) states:
Ap3Al) B AS o alall (S g Cuaal) 3 A alal)
Meaning, learning a lot of Hadith, and talking too much is not knowledge,

but together with it, we should have the fear of Allah Ta'ala.

Hazrat Rab’i as 4! 2 states: “the one who does not fear Allah Ta'ala is

not an Aalim.”

Hazrat Mujahid aJe 0! 4=, states: “Aalim is he who fears Allah Ta'ala”. *

How can we gain this true knowledge?

1. True knowledge comes with Aadab (etiquettes) of the teachers and
Shuyuks, Sahabah e 4l o2, never raised their voices over the voice of
Rasulullah J , ade &\ Lo or talked in a manner the way we talk to each
other. They never walked in front of Rasulullah L. ; 4l A Lo unless
Rasulullah L. , aJe & Lo permitted them, they never initiated in giving
an answer, or initiate any work, but waited for Rasulullah [ ; «Je &l Jo.
For example, during eating, Rasulullah [ 5 4le &) Lo would start first,
unless Rasulullah L. , 4l A Lo would permit them. Some Ulama have
mentioned that the same Aadab should be adopted with ones Shaykh and

teachers, as they are the inheritors of the Prophets.
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Once Hazrat Abud'dardah as 4! 2, was walking in front of Hazrat Abu

.

Bakr 4s & 2 and Rasulullah VJW 5 ade Al Lo reprimanded him. It is
also against Aadab to talk, raise voices etc in the gatherings of Hadith>. We
should sit respectfully the way it has been taught to us by Hazrat Jibrail 4l
2l in Hadith-e-Jibrail. Imam Bukhari fe 43! &~ has also brought a
chapter in Sahih Bukhari (&3aall gf ale¥) aie 488, Ao & 0 i) that a

student should sit on his knees (like in Salah)® in front of his teacher. ”

2. To acquire knowledge through Suhbat (company) of our righteous
Ulama and Shuyukh, who are adherent to the Sunnah, by attending their
gatherings, by sitting in their company, true knowledge will be attained.
Suhbat of righteous Ulama will ignite the love of Allah Ta'ala. Connect
with those who are connected.
Obaliall a1 898 o Al ) 6850 ) gial ) Lgally
"O those who believe! Fear Allah and be with the
truthful (faithful) people!"®

The way to attain the quality of Taqwa is through the company of the
pious and the truthful.’
The commentators have written, that by 'truthful', it means the mystics

(Shuyukhs), and the true lovers of Allah Ta'ala, for whoever
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attaches himself to them and listens to their sermons, he will attain very

high standards of spirituality. 10

3. By making dua to Allah Ta’ala to grant us Increase in knowledge and its
true understanding, Rasulullah r‘k.u 5 ke &) L}o was told to make the
following dua by Allah Ta’ala: Lde A33 @ (and say, “O my Lord, increase

me in Knowledge”)."

4. Taking duas from our teachers by doing their kidmat (serving them).

Once Rasulullah 1. 5 4Je &l Lo visited the toilet and Hazrat Abdullah Ibn
Abbas | &l s> ; placed water for wudhu for Rasulullah lu , ale & Lo
When Rasulullah [ 5 4le & Lo came out from the toilet and saw the
water, he J.. 5 ade &l Lo asked, who placed the water? Rasulullah 4! Jo
w5 4le was told that it was Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas e 4l o2,
Rasulullah L. ; ade &) Lo made the following dua for him:

Ol (b 4gld aglll
“O Allah grant him the understanding of Deen” **

May Allah Ta’ala grant us His recognition, His Fear, and make us amongst

the righteous servants of Allah Ta’ala.
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