
 

 
 

 ﷽ 

True Knowledge 
Firstly, we need to define what true علم (knowledge) is. True knowledge is 

the knowledge of the Kitāb (Qur’ān)م and Sunnah, by which we gain 

recognition of our Creator (معرفت), as a result, we fear Him (خش ية).  
 

When we attain the recognition of the Almighty, then the fear of Allah 

Ta'ālaم willم beم created. A person will then stay away from sin, Khushu 

(Concentrationم andم devotion)م willم beم created,م Ihsānم (awareness) will be 

attained, and we will fulfil the rights of His worship in all walks of life. Due 

to his fear, one will humble himself.  
 

Knowledge in which recognition and His fear is not gained, is not true 

knowledge, rather it is just information (معلومات). 1  
 

 

 انمّا يخشى الله من عباده العلماء 
 

 

FromمAllah’sمbondsmenم(servants), it is only the learned one (those who 

recognise Him and the Ulema who possess understanding), who fear Him 

(because they appreciate His powers and greatness). 2  
 

 

 
  عن جابر رضي الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه و سلمّ: العلم علمان˓ علم فى القلب فذاك العلم الناّفع و  علم على اللسّان فذاك حجّة الله على ابن آدم 1
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Someoneم askedم Imāmم Sha’bi رحمة الله عليه that,م “whoم isم anم Aālim?” He said, 

“AālimمisمheمwhoمfearsمAllahمTa'āla”. 3 
 

Hazrat Masud عنهم الله رضي  states:  
 

الخشية كثرة عن العلم لكن و الحديث بكثرة العلم يس  ل
 

Meaning, learning a lot of Hadith, and talking too much is not knowledge, 

but together with it, we should have the fearمofمAllahمTa'āla.م 
 

Hazrat Rab’i عنه الله رضي  states: “theم oneم whoم doesم notم fearم Allahم Ta'ālaم isم

notمanمAālim.” 
 

Hazrat Mujahid رحمة الله عليه states: “Aālimمisمheمwhoمfears AllahمTa'āla”. 4 
 
 

How can we gain this true knowledge? 
 

1. True knowledgeم comesم withم Aādabم (etiquettes)م ofم theم teachersم andم

Shuyuks, Sahabah   عنهم رضي الله  never raised their voices over the voice of 

Rasulullah سلمّ و عليهم الله صلم  or talked in a manner the way we talk to each 

other. They never walked in front of Rasulullah سلمّ وم عليه الله صل  unless 

Rasulullah  ّصلى الله عليه و سل permitted them, they never initiated in giving 

an answer, or initiate any work, but waited for Rasulullah سلمّ و عليهم اللهم صل . 

For example, during eating, Rasulullah سلمّ و عليه الله صل  would start first, 

unless Rasulullah سلمّ وم عليه الله صلم  would permit them. Some Ulama have 

mentionedم thatم theم sameم Aādabم shouldم beم adoptedم withم onesم Shaykhم andم

teachers, as they are the inheritors of the Prophets.  
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Once Hazrat Abud'dardah رضي الله عنه  was walking in front of Hazrat Abu 

Bakr عنه سلمّ وم عليهم اللهم صل and Rasulullah رضي الله   reprimanded him. It is 

also against Aadābمtoمtalk,مraiseمvoicesمetcمinمtheمgatherings of Hadith5. We  

should sit respectfully the way it has been taught to us by Hazrat Jibrail عليه 

 has also brought a رحمة الله عليهمBukhariمin Hadith-e-Jibrail. Imām السلام

chapter in Sahih Bukhari ( المحدّثباب من برك على ركبتيه عند الإمام أو   )  that a 

student should sit on his knees (likeمinمSalāh)6 in front of his teacher. 7 
 

 

2. To acquire knowledge through Suhbat (company) of our righteous 

Ulama and Shuyukh, who are adherent to the Sunnah, by attending their 

gatherings, by sitting in their company, true knowledge will be attained. 

Suhbat ofم righteousم Ulamaم willم igniteم theم loveم ofم Allahم Ta'āla.م Connectم

with those who are connected.  
 

 يآايهّا الذّين امنوا اتقّوا الله و كونوا مع الصّادقين
 

"O those who believe! Fear Allah and be with the  

truthful (faithful) people!"8 
 

 

The way to attain the quality of Taqwa is through the company of the 

pious and the truthful.9  

The commentators have written, that by 'truthful', it means the mystics 

(Shuyukhs), and the trueمloversمofمAllahمTa'āla,مforمwhoever  

 
5 See tafsir of سورة الحجرات : Verse 1 – 3 in Ma’ariful Qur’ān 
6 In Urdu: دو زانو 
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attaches himself to them and listens to their sermons,  he will attain very 

high standards of spirituality. 10 
 

 

3. By making dua toمAllahمTa’ālaمtoمgrantمusمincrease in knowledge and its 

true understanding, Rasulullah  ّسل و  عليه  الله   was told to make the صلى 

following dua byمAllahمTa’ala: رب زدني علما  (andمsay,م“OمmyمLord,مincreaseم

meمinمKnowledge”).11  
 

 

4. Taking duas from our teachers by doing their kidmat (serving them). 
 

Once Rasulullah  ّصلى الله عليه و سل visited the toilet and Hazrat Abdullah Ibn 

Abbas رضي الله عنهما placed water for wudhu for Rasulullah  ّصلى الله عليه و سل. 

When Rasulullah  ّصلى الله عليه و سل came out from the toilet and saw the 

water, he  ّصلى الله عليه و سل asked, who placed the water? Rasulullah   صلى الله

عنهما رضي الله  was told that it was Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas عليه و سلّ   , 

Rasulullah  ّصلى الله عليه و سل  made the following dua for him: 
 

 اللهم فقهه في الدين 
 

“OمAllahمgrantمhimمtheمunderstandingمofمDeen” 12 
 

MayمAllahمTa’ālaمgrantمusمHis recognition, His Fear, and make us amongst 

theمrighteousمservantsمofمAllahمTa’ala. 
 

 

 و  صلى الله على النبي الكريم و الحمد لله رب العالمين

                                                                                Sajid Ibrahim Sufi 

8th December 2021 / 4 Jumada Al-Awwal 1443 
 

10 Fadhil e Aāmal, Virtues of Tabligh pages: 43 & 44 (Altaf & Sons). 
11 See tafsir of سورة طه : Verse 114 in Ma’ariful Qur’ān 
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