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THE BIG IF 

REVISED EDITION 
If: In the event that; on condition that;  

allowing the possibility that; granting that.1  
 

IF the Scriptures do truly associate with our lives,  
which is absolutely the case; should we not both study and  

pay heed to Biblical standards and warnings! 
 

A BASIS OF CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING;  
ALOOF THE FOOLISHNESS OF “RELIGION”!

1 Funk & Wagnalls Standard Desk Dictionary; Funk & Wagnalls Publishing Co., Inc., 1976.





In loving memory of my dad, Leonard,  
whose godly wisdom and fortitude are dearly missed. 

 
In loving memory of my mother, Ann, whose love, patience,  
and hard work motivated me through many tough times.  

 
A special notation of sincere thanks to Dr. Paul M. Davis.  

Having made the statement to Paul of being “but a wretched sinner,”  
I was quickly reminded by this dear brother that I am a “child of the 

Most High God”! Thank you, Paul, for I shall not forget again!
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PREFACE 

The primary purpose of this book is presentation of truth; both 
Biblically and historically; pertaining to the Gospel, which is the re-
vealed will of God in accordance to the kind intention of His will. 
Within the book it is my hope to render answers pertaining to the spir-
itual relational reality (actual Christianity), which is the saving 
relationship between individual believers and God, this completely aloof 
all forms of religiosity; which is explained thoroughly in the book; for 
the imperative unto spiritual: success, growth, and ultimate victory, is 
to love the Lord God with all of our heart, all of our soul, all of our 
mind, and all of our strength (His might). Although throughout the 
book emphasis is made for the absolute necessity for stern discipline 
for fulfillment of the strict instructions and standards rendered by the 
Lord unto all who believe, it is not my intention to insist or demand 
absolute obedience unto God, for devotional obedience is a matter of 
personal choice. Rather, my intention is to illustrate and demonstrate 
that spiritual strength and growth which is from God alone, comes forth 
only during times of devotional disciplined diligence, as our appropriate 
relationship with the Creator of all things must remain our highest pri-
ority! We are saved by God’s grace through faith; praise God that our 
salvation is solely by His un-merited favor (GRACE); yet being saved 
is also in accordance to knowledge! Although many will indeed be saved 
by God’s grace through faith; there is only a remnant who will abound 
within the relationship, for true unwavering devotion for God has been 
lost or denied by multitudes throughout history, because of distractions 
by both the world and the flesh. The emphasis of this book is to dem-
onstrate the imperatives for success and victory within the relationship, 
which is available to all; yet multitudes ignore and refuse the effort nec-
essary for spiritual wellbeing, thus multitudes refuse the imperative of 
walking by faith and not by sight, while being delusive both to them-
selves and others for their failures. The beauty of spiritual success and 
victory in a relationship with God is realized when individual believers 
are devotionally loyal; which allows God to both will and work in and 
through the believer all that is pleasing to Him; thus the reality for 



success and deliverance is allowing God to perform the work of which 
He alone is capable. The journey is difficult, yet never burdensome, for 
loving God is the motivating factor which guides our endeavors so that 
God may guide our steps each and every day. I praise God that individ-
uals will be saved, while thanking God for the devotionally diligent who 
will reach their potential by His grace; for true “Christians” are but a 
remnant of the multitudes! We must do our part to allow God to do 
His work, and thereby fulfill our purpose of existence; or we can refuse 
to do our part, and although being saved, we will accomplish nothing 
during our mortal existence which is: righteous, pure, undefiled and 
selfless! We can live for our flesh and yet be saved, as we are saved by 
grace; or we can live for the Lord and be blessed, both now and for all 
eternity! Because God has wisdom, understanding and knowledge per-
taining to all things, and knows us better than we know ourselves, it is 
wise to live our life God’s way; for our purposeful existence now and 
forever is truly by the will and work of God, if we will devotionally and 
humbly summit! “Self” or God; we will all live our mortal existence for 
one of the two choices, for we cannot live successfully for both simul-
taneously! In this book the truth is rendered in love; although the reality 
of truth may hurt, my stewardship from the Lord is to render the truth 
unconditionally, without: compromise, variation, or excuse! As the spir-
itual relationship with God is the greatest most intense relationship 
possible, and as the possibilities are only limited by one’s own decisions 
and behavior; it is hoped that knowledge may bring forth true freedom 
in Christ, and fulfillment of devotional purpose of existence!  

Many statements within the Gospel are pertaining to the nation of 
Israel alone. This also included many of the “if” statements. Although 
several of the Scriptures noted in the footnotes throughout the book 
are regarding the nation of Israel; they are noted for emphasis’ sake, as 
the Lord revealed aspects of Himself in terms which could be under-
stood both then and now. The emphasis of the “Big If” is to demonstrate 
God’s love for us, and what our lives can be like “If’ we truly love Him; 
which is both appropriate and righteous!2 There is considerable “hori-
zontal” information for all believers throughout the Bible; by 
referencing historical accounts and the moral standards revealed by 
God, we gain understanding and strength in realizing His abounding 

2 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 1 John 2:1-6; 4:7-21. 
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mercy, lovingkindness and grace. The “Big If” is to demonstrate the 
close association between the Gospel and the lives of those chosen of 
God; this association is the instructional basis of our existence, therefore 
understanding the association is of extreme importance. The numerous 
Scripture references throughout the book allow this possibility. 

While reading the “Big If;” placing it into a context of God’s loving 
embrace will truly assist understanding of the Gospel truth. Although 
we are no longer under the “Law” (Mosaic and Levitical) as we are saved 
by grace through faith; we must remember that our relationship with 
God by faith establishes the perfect moral law in thought, word and 
deed, if God is able to both will and work in us within the spiritual re-
lational reality which saves us! The perfect moral law (the Bible) renders 
to us a means of: faith, truth, regeneration, righteousness, and the nec-
essary understanding of submission unto progressive sanctification.3 
The love of God is presented throughout the Scriptures, from Genesis 
to Revelation. Please consider that God’s wrath is upon the wretchedness 
of sin, not the sinner; thus He seeks reconciliation with those created 
in His image!4 Accounts of history within the Gospel are given to make 
emphasis of this fact, therefore please remember that God’s lovingkind-
ness is present in all that He does for His creation. 

Within the pages that follow, will be found aspects of that which is 
appropriate and inappropriate in accordance to actual Christian stan-
dards; thus correlations with Gospel truth which allow potential 
freedom from bondage in and of the world and flesh; for the Gospel 
truth alone “makes us free” by a divine work of God. Although some of 
that mentioned is neither for nor to the Body of Christ, the emphasis 
within the “Big If” is for the purpose of knowledge leading to a greater 
love and devotion to, and for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The fol-
lowing books of Scripture are directed to the Body of Christ and should 
therefore be adhered to by all believers; with the exception of Matthew 
/ Mark / Luke / John which hold information necessary for greater 
understanding, although directed to the Israelites (Matthew 10:1-6; 
15:24); and Acts which emphasizes transitional changes, which must be 
understood. Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philip-
pians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, James, specifics 

3 John 17:14-26; Romans 3:21-31; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; James 1:16-27.
4 Romans 5:1-11; 10:1-21; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
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within 1 and 2 Peter, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 1, 2, 3 John 
(moral ethics), Jude, and Revelation (as what must occur); must be pri-
marily considered as holding imperative pertinence for the Body of 
Christ (church); this with the addition of several Old Testament passages 
which refer to specifics of the Tribulation Period. With the coming of 
the Messiah, the religion set forth and designated by God (Levitical 
Law) ceased; the imperative at that time become “faith,” as the Levitical 
Law was but a tutor which pointed to the Messiah (Christ- John 1:41)!5 

Too many individual religious congregations and denominations 
attempt to claim ownership of Israel’s blessings from God, which they 
claim is solely for them. As we are saved by the same grace (unmerited 
favor) of God which called Israel to be His chosen people, there is no 
need whatsoever for us to covet that which is someone else’s to possess 
(Deuteronomy 7:6-8). The grace of God is immense and truly suffi-
cient, therefore it is only right that we be content with what we have 
in Christ (1 Timothy 6:3-8)! Much of this will be reiterated within the 
contents of these writings, as I am hopeful to answer many commonly 
asked questions—for the purpose of simplicity of devotion and loyalty 
unto the Lord. 

As by Scripture mandate to test all things via the Word, numerous 
Scripture references will be rendered so this may occur (1 John 4:1-6)! 
As our imperative is to grow spiritually within the relational reality, the 
importance remains—making time for Gospel study, and thus time of 
submission with the Lord (our only true spiritual teacher) so as to gain 
actual knowledge!6 This book was formatted for the purpose of studying 
(and meditating on) God’s Word! Although you may read it like any 
book by passing over the many noted Scriptures, please consider taking 
the time to delve deeply into the Scriptures and thereby receive the 
blessing derived there from. It is God’s inspired words which are: living, 
active, and powerful; as my words are not, please read the Scripture ref-
erences so as to receive the blessing, always having prayed first with 
supplication for—“TRUTH” to be revealed! The Gospel truth is ac-
tually the truthful reality behind the written words; which is revealed 
to individuals by God personally, if disciplined devotional diligence is 
maintained during all Scriptural endeavors, and there is no improper 

5 Galatians 3:1-4:11.
6 Matthew 23:2-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Ephesians 1:3-23, emphasis v.3. 
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motive!7 The beauty of the spiritual relational reality, as well as actual 
intimate fellowship with God, and that which is necessary to receive 
and achieve it is presented within these writings. 
 
Note: Most Scriptures are listed in footnote fashion, so as not to con-
fuse by causing the loss of reading flow. Many Scriptures are repeated 
in different areas as context dictates. Please remember—the New 
Testament Scriptures are learned through repeated reference and study 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (spiritual discernment and ap-
praisal); therefore please remember to pray often during study, and 
repeatedly reference so as to realize the blessed association between 
the Gospel and our purpose of life. Key note—God blesses nothing 
less than disciplined devotional diligence; never lukewarm laziness and 
complacency!8 

As you read and study the Gospel (yes, even repeatedly), the power 
of the Word will uplift and change your life always for the better; when 
accompanied by the seeking of “truth” and devotional prayer! If we 
lived to be one thousand years old having studied each and every day, 
we would yet have a lot to learn in regard to the words, and the truth 
behind the words themselves (John 17:17). Please excuse any of my per-
sonal foolishness which may be present in these writings; for although 
my words are generally without strength, as I (a servant of the Lord) 
can only instruct; the word of our Lord is extremely powerful, therefore 
please reference the noted Scriptures; for the Lord God of all crea-
tion—teaches, nurtures, and renders truth! 
 
Personal Note: Let me now say that no one has made more mistakes 
in life than I have. Although the Apostle Paul claimed to be the fore-
most sinner (1 Timothy 1:15), he had believed himself to be doing a 
service for God (John 16:2, 3); whereas my sinfulness was intentional, 
as I had but a concept of God which held no priority in my life. Unlike 
the Apostle Paul whom persecuted the church while believing himself 
to be doing the right thing; prior to surrendering my life to Jesus, 
I walked wretchedly and foolishly in the sight of God. By God’s grace-
filled work of sanctification I now walk with Him rather than against 

7 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17.
8 Revelation 3:14-22, specific vs. 15-19.
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Him, as I now begin my day with willful unconditional surrender unto 
Him; remaining focused through continued prayer and devotion 
(1 Timothy 1:15-17). If the Lord can turn someone like me around 
from obeying the foolish desires of the flesh, He can and will do the 
same for anyone who devotionally submits to Him for change! I have 
learned to associate the Gospel into every aspect of life; this accom-
plished by testing all things to the Gospel, and not attempting to justify 
carnal desires by manipulation (adulteration) of the Gospel as by taking 
it out of context. Anyone who disciplines themselves to take appropriate 
action in this regard will in fact submit by faith unto God, so as to sur-
render to His will for their life; thus discovering actual purpose!9 Our 
victory while in the flesh is truly obtained—walking by faith; trusting 
no longer in ourselves, but rather in Him who is the author and per-
fecter of faith!10 “Self” is truly the instigator of many downfalls, thus 
denial of “self” unto humble submission is imperative, although diffi-
cult; for “self” must be denied, or the characteristics of “self”: pride, 
arrogance, wanton desires, laziness, complacency, comfort, ease, and 
self-centeredness; will continuously influence individuals, holding them 
in bondage away from the blessings of God!11 As long as “self” is al-
lowed to lead one’s life and endeavors, the authority of the Lord will 
be denied, as well as all potential for spiritual growth which the Lord 
seeks to bring forth in preparation for all eternity!12  
 
Christianity is not as complicated as many would believe, yet is made 
so by inappropriate religious: teachings, doctrines, precepts, traditions, 
and one’s failure to devotionally summit to the One who is actually ca-
pable of teaching all things regarding spiritual matters; now and forever. 
As you read the “Big If,” please consider that each of us must test all 
things according to the Gospel, if we are to run the race in a manner so 
as to win and avoid being deceived. Although this is difficult until a fair 
knowledge of the Gospel is achieved, a potential exists with disciplined 
devotional prayer and study that individuals will realize that the Gospel 
does indeed hold the necessary answers regarding our mortal lives, and 
life eternal which is life indeed!13 Ultimately each of us is accountable 

9 Colossians 1:1-2:10.
10 Hebrews 12:1-11.
11 Proverbs 11:1-9; Matthew 16:24-27; Romans 13:1-14; James 4:1-10.
12 Ephesians 1:3-23; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.
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to have tested all things (including ourselves); therefore there will be 
no excuse as to our walk according to Biblical standards, on the day we 
each give account.14 

Too many believers have trusted leadership (pastor, minister, teacher, 
rabbi, etc.) to teach them the truth. Although spiritual leaders should 
always speak the Gospel truth in love for the sake of spiritual edification; 
this yet is many times not the case, as many leaders are deceived and 
therefore teach according to inappropriate religious doctrines or ac-
cording to personal volition and motives. Please test all teachings 
according to the Gospel; for if all believers did so, we would not have 
the foolish falsehoods in our churches which have become so prevalent. 
Anyone who believes that they will learn all necessary in regard to 
Christianity by going to church is greatly mistaken; for nothing can re-
place personal diligent study of the Word of God. This is simple, my 
brothers and sisters: Pray prior to all study of Scripture (1 Corinthians 
2:6-16); make supplication to God before going forward, as God leads 
upon the narrow path of His righteousness (Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-8); 
learn to listen when you pray, maintaining focus upon God, and thereby 
wait for an answer prior to going forth (Proverbs 4:23-27); be simplis-
tically devoted to Christ by avoiding distractions (2 Corinthians 11:1-15; 
Luke 9:57-62), focus, and devotion (true sincere love) for the Lord, are 
the keys to spiritual success; for the relational reality which saves us is 
spiritual; not carnal! 

Please understand—nothing in this writing is directed toward any 
specific individual, except statements regarding myself in proclaiming 
my experiences, weaknesses, and hopes. As we are all supposed to be 
one in Christ Jesus for the edification of all, I now apologize for any 
discomfort my words may bring forth; yet I do not apologize for the 
Gospel truth referenced, for this is the truth which allows freedom from 
the bondage of secular elemental principles. 
 
NOTE—MANY REALITIES ARE REITERATED AND DISCLOSED 
THROUGHOUT THE BOOK; ANSWERS NOT RENDERED IN 
ONE AREA OR CHAPTER OF THE BOOK MAY BE PRESENT IN 

13 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; Hebrews 12:4-11; 1 John 4:1-6.
14 Romans 1:1-2:16; 14:1-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10-21; 13:1-10. 
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OTHER AREAS OR CHAPTERS. WITH COMPLETION OF THE 
BOOK, HOPEFULLY, FEW QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE 
SPIRITUAL REALTIONAL REALITY WHICH SAVES US; WHICH 
IS COMPLETELY ALOOF THE FOOLISHNESS OF “RELIGIOS-
ITY”; SHOULD YET REMAIN, FOR THE EMPHASIS UNTO 
SPIRITUAL SUCCESS AND VICTORY IS—LOVE THE LORD 
WITH ALL DEVOTIONAL REVERANCE!
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CHAPTER ONE 

BIBLICAL LOVE 

Fruits of Love Come from  
Understanding and Knowledge 
Two primary factors must be necessarily understood if actual knowledge 
is to be forthcoming, regarding the huge difference between pure and 
undefiled love (God’s love) and the superficially impure and defiled love 
which is of the world and of the flesh. 
 

True love is of the spirit, which is rendered by God unto those who 1.
submit; so to follow Him and learn. The love of the world is of the 
flesh, which always seeks to personally benefit in the physical realm.15 

 
All human insecurities (as differentiated from frailties), are derived 2.
from failure to have or realize an intimate personal relationship with 
God! When the relationship is realized; God being the imperative; 
the reality of the relationship eliminates any necessity to: prove 
oneself, live for self, seek purpose in the world, walk by sight, have 
idols, and have inappropriate relationships; thus we are free to live 
for God, consider others as more important than ourselves, seek first 
His righteousness and heavenly kingdom, and understand and follow 
God’s will; aloof the insecurities of the flesh.16 

 
The Lord in His intimate abounding love has commanded us in the 
ways we are to go; as we focus upon Him, while traveling the narrow 
path of His righteousness.17 Nowhere in the commanded moral and 
appropriate standards of God mentioned throughout the Scriptures, 
did the Lord our God ask us for our opinion, or say “please; for He is 

15 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
16 Hebrews 12:6-11; Matthew 22:37-40; John 1:1-13; Romans 8:1-39; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21; 

6:14-7:10; Ephesians 5:1-6:20; Philippians 2:1-4; Colossians 3:1-4:6; 1 Peter 4:7-5:11; 
1 John 2:3-3:18. 

17 Matthew 7:13-27; 1 John 4:1-5:5.



the Potter, we are but the clay!”18 The Lord knowing that which is best 
for us, rendered unto us the ability to choose whether we will: heed or 
not, obey or not, serve or not! Included in the Gospel is a series of “if” 
notations; denoting that which will occur, or not, “if ” we heed the 
Lord’s instruction, or not; this derived from our devotional love for 
Him, or lack thereof. Please remember that our Lord has commanded 
us derived from His lovingkindness for us, knowing what is best for 
us; although we many times do not. Please understand right here and 
now—we cannot have it both ways (His way; our way), and yet maintain 
victory in the faith! Christian victory is found in devotion and reverence 
for God His way—as by loyal devotional submission; while spiritual 
defeat is the result of being double-minded and thereby doing things 
the wrong way (our own way). Aforementioned “His way,” “our way,” 
is really the only two choices we have; while never simultaneously 
(plainly stated)!19 

If must be understood—the flesh and the Spirit are in opposition 
one to the other!20 The relationship with God that saves us is spiritual, 
and is not of physical realm religiosity!21 The confession unto salvation 
is—“Jesus as Lord”; which is far reaching from a confession which ac-
cepts—Jesus as Savior!22 To acknowledge and confess “Jesus as Lord” 
is to acknowledge and confess that Jesus being God incarnate is in fact 
God whose authority is absolute, and therefore must be humbly and 
devotionally submitted unto!23 As the flesh is diametrically opposed to 
the Spirit, any confession which is foundational to the “flesh” is inex-
cusable and unacceptable; for as God is Spirit and must be known and 
worshipped in the spiritual realm (by faith) in both spirit and in truth, 
any confession foundational to the “flesh” fails to cross the threshold 
into the spiritual realm, and is thus a failure which leads to deception 
and/or delusion of a relationship which remains foundational to physical 
realm assumption and conjecture (religiosity)! Please understand, our 
confession unto salvation is not made to human beings, but rather unto 
the Lord personally! From a foundation of deceptive religion, journeys 

18 Isaiah 64:1-65:16; Jeremiah 18:1-23.
19 Matthew 12:25-37, emphasis v. 30; Romans 9:6-29; 1 John 1:1-2:11.
20 Galatians 5:16-26, specific v. 17.
21 John 4:20-24.
22 Romans 10:1-17, specific vs. 8-10, implicit v. 9.
23 Matthew 1:20-25.
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are made upon the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction, upon 
which changes come forth according to the carnal whims and desires 
of leadership who are void of the Holy Spirit; thus changes are emo-
tional, not spiritual!24 Although the religion designated by God 
(Levitical Law) was righteous in God’s purpose to point out the absolute 
precision of which He alone is capable, and point directly to the Messiah 
(Christ); with fulfillment of Jesus’ spoken earthly ministry the Levitical 
Law became null and void as the imperative became “faith”!25Anyone 
who is void of the Holy Spirit’s leadership is not a legitimate child of 
God, and is therefore held captive by Satan to do his will (murder spir-
itually), which is that individuals both deceive and be deceived; this is 
easily witnessed in individuals who are content with lying!26 When de-
ceived leadership is followed, those who follow are then deceived also, 
and generally lead others astray in accordance to the deception of reli-
gious assumption and conjecture; thus multitudes have remained 
spiritual destitute, while making proclamation of knowing God; al-
though not in spiritual reality, but rather as by religious carnal 
deception!27 All of this occurs because of fleshly insincerity when making 
a false confession of faith; whereas a spiritual confession from within 
total sincere abandonment of “self” (divine work of God) would have 
allowed God to begin the good work of which He being faithful could 
then complete unto righteous salvation!28  
 
Note—The simple truth is this—denial of “self” is the very first step 
in actually following the Lord; if this step is not taken, then “self” which 
is foundational to the flesh will lead endeavors, including worshipping 
God without knowledge, which is worship foundational to ignorance! 
When the Lord said that anyone who wishes to follow Him must first 
“deny self” and take up their cross and follow Him; the cross which is 
carried is the cross upon which the flesh is crucified each moment of 
each day, and by this “self” is habitually denied as an act of disciplined 
devotional obedience so that following the Lord would no longer be 
hindered by self-centeredness! As long as the flesh is allowed to lead, 

24 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Philippians 3:1-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 2 Peter 2:1-22.
25 Romans 4:1-15; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; Galatians 3:1-4:11.
26 John 8:20-47; Romans 8:1-17; Hebrews 12:4-11; 1 John 1:1-10.
27 Matthew 6:19-7:29.
28 John 6:44, 45, 65; 14:6, 7; Philippians 1:1-2:13; Colossians 2:1-23.
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there can be no spiritual growth; thus we must decide—are we going 
to live for “self” or are we going to follow the Lord and receive spiritual 
growth! We cannot have it both ways! Anyone who claims to love God, 
and yet refuses to deny “self” is deceiving themselves; for true devotion 
for God motivates obedience, not rebellion! Much of the delusion 
within carnal individuals regarding their relationship with God, is that 
they believe emotional response to religious stimuli constitutes spiri-
tuality; although religious stimuli is of the “flesh” and spirituality is 
foundational to “faith”!  

The simple fact remains that God has done all that is possible so that 
individuals may be saved, by the rendering of a measure of faith, righteous 
activation of the measure of faith when individuals seek “truth,” and by: 
coming in human form, emptying Himself so as to be tempted in all 
ways as we are yet remaining without sin, and dying in our stead so that 
we may live!29 When God commanded that we love Him with all of our 
heart, all of our soul, all of our mind, and all of our strength; this He did 
knowing the essence of our sinful nature and the imperative that we 
must deny “self” if we are to crucify the flesh, cross the threshold into 
the spiritual realm, and follow the Lord in accordance to the kind in-
tention of His will, which is to train and lead us into eternity!30 Because 
both religion henceforth the time of Jesus’ spoken ministry, and the flesh 
are firmly foundational to the physical realm and thereby under the in-
fluence of the evil one (Satan), both remain the primary hindrances which 
have kept multitudes captive to deceptive assumption and conjecture for 
generations! With God having loved us with such intricate intensity, is 
it too much to ask that we (the finite creature) submit to His (infinite 
Creator) authority, thus being: saved, nurtured, taught, and led forth 
unto eternity! The love of God can and will save us, if we will gratefully 
accept His love (agape—unconditional, sacrificial, and selfless) and return 
it back unto Him with all reverent devotion and diligent dedication; thus 
the desires of our flesh would have no place in our relationship with 
God, as our bodies are presented unto God as a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is our spiritual service of worship (Romans 
12:1)! As long as we live according to the flesh (self), we will not submit 

29 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Timothy 4:1-16, specific vs. 6-11; 6:1-19; 
Hebrews 4:11-16.

30 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 16:24-27; 22:36-40; Romans 6:1-14; Galatians 5:24, 25; 
Ephesians 1:1-23
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our existence unto God! God’s love is sure, steadfast, and has always been 
put forth for our benefit; does our love compare and go forth for the 
edification of others, or does it remain foundational to “self” which has 
never been denied so as to actually follow God! The confession unto 
salvation being—“Jesus as Lord” is absolutely righteous and appropriate 
for a reason; are we to deny the authority of God so as to maintain phys-
ical realm fleshly indulgences, including religiosity, or are we going to 
submit to the authority of God and allow Him to both will and work in 
us that which is in fulfillment of His good, acceptable, and perfect will, 
which leads us to the fulfillment of our purpose! True sincere devotion 
for God motivates! 

“If” denotes that adherence (accountability) is necessary, if a right-
eous outcome is to occur. Too many believers today (and throughout 
history) have desired God’s blessings with little or no emphasis placed 
upon disciplined submissive obedience. Progressively from this point, 
the imperative of strict discipline will become evident, as also will the 
necessity to sincerely love and trust the Lord within the preciseness of 
who He is: unchanging, unwavering, holy, righteous, faithful, and just; 
this we do with the faith of a loving child, who would never attempt to 
explain or fully understand the immensity of God, while yet being 
simply devoted!31 Too many believers today believe that the Lord should 
change to suit the times; yet He will never change to suit the times, or 
us for that matter; for it is our responsibility to allow Him to change 
our mindset to suit (be pleasing to) Him.32 Personally I praise the Lord 
that He cannot alter from His wonderful standards of absolute holiness 
and knowledge of all things, to suit us at our progressive levels of in-
competence; for throughout church history, only the spiritually 
immature would dare proclaim religious ideologies and human intellect 
to be pleasing to God.33 

We have now seen individuals promoted to Bishop, who openly prac-
tice homosexuality. We now have a bible written (TNIV), which has 
been altered from the inspired Scriptures, so as to please men within 
the wretchedness of sin (homosexuality is not a lifestyle).34 We have 

31 1 Corinthians 13:8-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; Hebrews 6:1-20; 
10:19-27. 

32 Romans 12:1-21; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Hebrews 11:1-6; 13:1-21; 1 Peter 1:13-25.
33 John 3:1-21; 1 Corinthians 1:4-2:5; Hebrews 5:11-6:20.
34 Romans 1:18-32.
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supposed spiritual leaders who proclaim change to the standards of God 
for the sake of human depravity, thereby doing the work of Satan in 
leading many more astray; and/or to death in sin. How greatly deceived 
have we become so as to allow such atrocities!35 How can we be so to-
tally deceived, so as to believe we can speak for the unique and absolute 
holy and righteous God, while in doing so also denying the moral stan-
dards set forth by the one true Lord who never changes? Has the 
prideful arrogance and cowardice within Christian religion leadership 
become so perverse (lacking in devotion and reverence) so as to boldly 
and blatantly deny the beauty of our Lord for the sake of humankind! 
It is truly time that each of us test ourselves (and others whom we are 
trusting) to see if we (and they) are in the faith! If our way must take 
precedence over God’s way, the potential exists that we are not born 
again of the Holy Spirit, and therefore not children of promise!36 To 
love the Lord Jesus is to serve the Lord Jesus with one’s devotional ex-
istence! Variations from this appropriate fact and motivation are but 
derivatives from the temptations of the flesh, the distractions of the 
world, and demonic influences.37  
 
Note—Christianity has always been about individuals reaching other 
individuals by proclaiming the Gospel truth in love; it has never been 
about: changing the world, changing in accordance to the world (reli-
giosity), conforming to the world, convicting others of their sin, judging 
non-believers, expectations upon others by one’s own standards (prej-
udice), or foolish attempts to do the work of the Holy Spirit! 
Christianity is all about “God at work” bringing forth freedom in Christ; 
thus freedom from the bondage of: the flesh (self), the guile of Satan 
and demons, the deceptions of manmade religion (doctrines, philoso-
phies, traditions, precepts, and rituals), and death in sin! This is why 
individuals must be willing to deny “self” continuously, so as to allow 
God to bring forth freedom in Christ!38  

I find it to be a terrible shame, that only a remnant of believers truly 
love the Lord first and foremost; evincing His fruits within them as by 
emphasized word and deed.39 The reality of the matter is identified and 

35 Matthew 23:11-28.
36 Romans 8:1-17; Galatians 3:21-29; Titus 3:1-11.
37 Luke 6:39-49; Ephesians 4:1-6:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12.
38 John 8:1-58, specific vs. 31-36; 15:1-27.

Biblical Love6



demonstrated (tested) by: decisive love for God, or lack thereof; dis-
ciplined conviction, or lack thereof; a demeanor of righteous living, or 
lack thereof; sincere concern and love for others, or lack thereof; being 
separated unto God or from God by one’s own decisions; walking the 
talk of Christianity, or simply talking the walk; submitting to or de-
manding of God, as He is either Lord or a God of convenience. The 
reality of Christianity is summed up in this statement—love (with all 
sincerity and reverent devotion) the Lord first and foremost; that He 
may will and work for His own good pleasure!40 

The trouble with many believers is they refuse to love others, includ-
ing the Lord, more than they love themselves; this is foundational to a 
refusal to deny “self.” Within this, as exuberant selfish love is emphasized, 
which is not the agape love which the Lord renders to those who with 
reverence submit unto Him, but rather the love of the world which cares 
primarily for that which is of the flesh.41 This type of selfish secular love 
is founded within idolatry; for love which goes forth for any reason aloof 
the sanctity of creative purpose, remains inappropriate as by the super-
ficial nature of its being rendered. When we understand this fact, we can 
ascertain how we can sincerely love all others as by God’s creative pur-
pose; although we may neither like nor respect specific individuals, due 
to their wretched demeanor.42 With the love of God being intimate and 
abounding, intricate and immense, there is no love greater in the universe; 
therefore to receive His love (agape; unconditional; selfless, and sacrificial) 
is to walk therein and thus evidence the creative beauty of all which has 
life; and this without further expectation! Consider this fact—the Creator 
of all things (the whole universe) cares for you personally, and is very in-
terested in your wellbeing, and spiritual soundness (righteous prosperity)! 
As simple as it gets—we are able to love with God’s agape love, because 
He first loved us and thereby rendered His love, which can then be freely 
and sincerely given unto others, and returned back with devotion unto 
the Lord! Please allow Him to be your all in all; for this is the essence of 
one’s purpose, and the greatest blessing conceivable! 

Although most believers want it both ways, as they seek the things of 
the world with great effort and the things of God with minimal effort; 

39 Matthew 7:13-27; 1 Peter 4:7-19.
40 Philippians 1:1-2:18; 1 John 5:1-21.
41 Philippians 3:11-21; 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
42 Proverbs 16:1-9, emphasis v. 4; Romans 12:1-21.
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as you read forth please remember there are two sides to every fence. In 
this case we have God’s side and the world’s side. I am hopeful a reiterative 
of God’s blessings gained by our devotion and submission to receive 
them, will allow us to choose the appropriate (God’s) side, so His blessings 
may abound in our lives. Please remember—the first two steps to ap-
propriate blessing, are to love the Lord our God first and foremost, and 
denial of “self”; for these mandates are neither debatable nor deniable!43 
God’s love for us is never the wavering factor, for He is always faithful 
and true!44 The wavering generally comes from our teetering while at-
tempting to walk atop the post, between God’s side and the secular side 
of the fence. No human alive can walk the fence of indecision, and yet 
walk with God upon the narrow path of righteousness on any regular 
basis; for when we fall from atop the fence of indecision, we generally 
land on the side which leads to: distraction, corruption, compromise, 
discouragement, and double-mindedness!45 Indecision is foundational 
to double-mindedness, which is foundational to failing to come into the 
light of truth because of the darkness of our sinful nature (self)!46 

As we progress from this point, we will be confronted with Scriptural 
truth and choices. With the aforementioned paragraph in mind as to 
straddling the fence of indecision, let us journey forth in truth. I hope 
the journey of every believer will lead to God’s side now and forever! Let 
us hypothesize acts of obedience or disobedience, desires and motives; 
so as to gain a mindset to seek appropriate Biblical truth and freedom.47 
 

A group of religious leaders vote against the moral standards set •
forth by God. 

 
Case in point: If those who are considered to be spiritual leaders vote 
against the moral standards set forth by God so as to appease human 
beings; they are not spiritual leaders but rather the blind leading the 
blind!48 Since actions (fruits) evidence the truth and disobedience is 
against God, so are they! 

43 Matthew 16:24-27; 22:36-40.
44 Romans 8:31-39; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5; 2 

Timothy 2:1-13.
45 James 1:2-12; 4:3-10; 1 Peter 3:13-4:6; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
46 Matthew 6:19-24.
47 Romans 8:1-11.
48 Romans 2:17-29.
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Biblical scholars choose secular philosophy or doctrine, •
although such contradicts the wisdom of the Gospel.  

 
Case in point: secular philosophy and/or doctrine take captive and hold 
in bondage. A true Biblical scholar, being such by the wisdom and grace 
of God, avoids forms of bondage; for the imperative remains to maintain 
freedom in Christ.49 Anyone holding to secular philosophies, precepts 
and doctrines (religiosity) while claiming to be a humble Biblical or 
godly scholar (member of the Way), are but deceived into thinking more 
highly of themselves than they ought to think; this by failure to utilize 
the measure of faith allotted, so as to stay from arrogance!50  
 

A Christian is harmed mentally and/or physically for standing •
firm spiritually in God.  

 
Case in point: This is truth in action! Anyone hoping to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted; for this is a reality of the faith! 51 
If each of us were to stand trial for being a Christian, would there by 
enough evidence according to Biblical standards to convict us? Is the 
evidence nonexistent due to our seeking comfort over servanthood? We 
must all test ourselves to see if we are in the faith; finding later the an-
swer to be “no” can be eternally fatal!52 
 

Intellectualization is rendered to justify how God would expect •
us to make decisions for Him, since He is not here!  

 
Case in point: This may seem absurd, yet this type of religious foolish-
ness occurs daily in our world. As folks seek teachers in accordance to 
the whims and desires of the flesh, spiritually weak leadership steps 
down yet further from God’s standards, to render decisions in accor-
dance to secular religion; within the deception, believing and saying it 
has been done for God. Just because we cannot see the air, nor can we 
see our Lord (with physical eyes); I guarantee they both exist and are 
present at this very moment! All believers must test the spirits to see if 

49 John 8:31-47.
50 Mark 7:6-16; Colossians 2:8-23; Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-3; 2 Peter 1:1-21; Titus 1:10-16.
51 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
52 Matthew 7:13-27; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10; Hebrews 12:12-29.
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they are from God, for it is our responsibility (accountability) to do 
so!53 During the Dark Ages, Crusades and Inquisition, there were mul-
titudes of true Christians being persecuted even unto death, and this 
being done by supposed Christians who followed individuals claiming 
to possess the full authority of Christ on earth (Vicar of Christ). The 
Lord alone possesses full authority on earth, and throughout the uni-
verse; yet individuals void of the Holy Spirit have always believed in 
transference of His authority to humankind.54 

The four aforementioned case points were rendered so as to dem-
onstrate a Biblical fact. This fact being “if” we would pay attention to 
the Lord’s instructions, and “if” we would test all things according to 
the Gospel (perfect moral law—James 1:25), and test the “spirits” to 
witness whether they are from God (1 John 4:1-6); we would not be so 
easily deceived by Satan into believing the lies of secular religion (doc-
trines of demons)!55 The Lord Jesus basically said—if you love me, obey 
me; this being true and correct, as sincere love for the Lord ushers de-
votional obedience!56 We cannot with any realism say we love the Lord 
if we have never studied the Scriptures so as to abide within; for to abide 
in the Scriptures with devotion, leads to abiding in the Lord!57 The 
Lord God of all creation is deserving or our highest: love, devotion, 
reverence, appreciation, servitude, obedience, and worship; anything 
less is not acceptable unto the King of kings and Lord of lords, for any-
thing less is foundational to selfish motives! 

Love Involves Discipline 
The world today is badly deceived as to what “love” is. Folks believe 
love to be telling someone the things which they desire to hear; whereas 
agape (selfless; unconditional) love speaks the truth which must be 
heard, no matter the emotional consequence!58 Within parts of the 
world today, many folks watch television seeking everything that has to 
do with authority and discipline, i.e. law enforcement and investigative 
shows. This is due to the lack of disciplined authority and disciplined 

53 1 John 4:1-6.
54 Romans 8:5-9; 10:1-4; Revelation 11:15-19; 19:11-16.
55 1 Peter 5:1-11; 1 Timothy 4:1-11.
56 John 14:15-15:17; 1 John 2:3-11; 3:21-24; 5:1-3.
57 John 8:31, 32; 15:4-10.
58 Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; James 5:19, 20.
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individuals in the world, and people’s ingrained subconscious desire to 
have discipline return in their lives. Folks’ thinking overall discipline 
to be realistically impossible; as righteous discipline is a reality only 
within the realm of a personal relationship with God; seek it in the 
world of emphasis, while failing themselves to actively work for a dis-
ciplined demeanor, as through devotional submission.59 Let me reiterate 
by example: 
 

Most folks (believers included) tend to drive in a polite, •
disciplined manner when a police officer is in the immediate 
vicinity, or they are near someone they know personally. When 
the officer is no longer present, neither is the polite and 
disciplined manner of driving in most drivers. Folks such as 
these who are only disciplined when in the actual physical 
presence of authority or someone they know; are disciplined 
from without. The driver, who is polite, safe, and disciplined to 
obey the law even when human authority is not physically 
present, is disciplined from within. 

 
When the Holy Spirit is present within an individual, having sealed 
them for the day of redemption, the individual is blessed with conviction 
from within when they seek to maintain their fellowship with the Lord. 
This is the area where far too many believers fall prey to Satan, as they 
lose focus on the Lord by any or many of the world’s distractions. Each 
step we take into the ways of the world is a step away from the Lord 
and His convictions (discipline). The people who maintain discipline 
even when alone, are the persons who realize that God sees all things 
at all times; therefore discipline within is a manifested trait of walking 
by faith! Please consider—if we act differently in public when recog-
nized by others then we do behind closed doors, we are living delusively. 
In this, who are we serving?60 

The inappropriate way of seeking authority and strength which is 
prevalent by many, can be further witnessed by the standards of society; 
in falsely believing that brawn and human intellect are traits of good 
leadership. Because it is actually by the power and teaching of the Lord 

59 Hebrews 12:1-11.
60 Matthew 23:11-33; John 8:39-47; 1 John 3:1-18.
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given to us by grace, which allows our victory over the secular world, is 
it not futile to believe that the strengths of human power can deliver 
us.61 Even as believers, we fall prey to believing that humankind can 
deliver us from trouble within a sense of ultimate value, yet anyone who 
has studied the Gospel knows this to be incorrect.62 We have states vot-
ing in weight lifters and wrestlers as Governors, we have reality shows 
which show temporal gains by brawn and extreme selfishness, we have 
society standards filled with hypocrisy by those who think highly of 
themselves because of positions they hold; all of which place emphasis 
of hope upon the flesh. When will we learn that God is in control, not 
humankind; if and when the Lord is allowed to lead! When will we get 
past believing someone is a strong leader within, because they are strong 
without (physically)? Please understand—pride, arrogance and brawn 
are many times the result of human insecurity derived from spiritual 
immaturity; unless the “brawn” is derived from the devotional cleansing 
and strengthening of God’s temple, for the purpose of sacrificial service 
of worship!63 

The foolish philosophical thinking of society in believing outward 
appearance to demonstrate what lies within, goes further by stipulating 
the supposed characteristics of both men and women. God has given 
each of us certain characteristics, which when used in conjunction with 
others brings forth edification for all. Society says that men are to be 
macho and women are to be petite, and teaches this foolishness to be a 
standard for the existence of the genders. When a man has a meek spirit 
which accompanies a loving heart, as did our Lord, then society says 
the man is less than he should be. The same is said of women who are 
not the frail petite vision of loveliness which society states is the ac-
ceptable norm. When men are meek and women are not, then they are 
peculiar by society standards; although they are who God created them 
to be! When will we realize, society’s standards are far from the righteous 
standards of love rendered creatively by our Lord!  

I personally believe that many homosexuals are not actually homo-
sexual by trait! Although homosexuality is a reality due to man’s having 
trusted in and thereby worshipped and served the creation rather than 

61 Ephesians 6:10-12; James 4:3-10; 1 John 2:15-17; 4:4-6.
62 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 1 John 5:1-5.
63 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Romans 12:1-3, specific v. 1.
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the Creator, and this as by primarily trusting in the conceivable accom-
plishments (idealism and ideology) of humankind; I believe that within 
the stupidity of cultural society placing stipulations on what men and 
women are supposed to be, many men and women begin to believe the 
inappropriate foolish standards; which leads them to inappropriate be-
havior, as they do not fit into the secular mold as set forth.64 Within 
this behavior, many become confused, whereas many others make ex-
cuses as to why they are the way they are (progeny; lifestyle); when a 
considerable amount were never actually homosexual to begin with, but 
rather failing yet to trust in the Creator. Ignorance leading to confusion, 
leading to excuses; how absurd! If a man is meek, so be it; for the world 
absolutely needs more loving meek men.65 If a woman is not petite, so 
be it; the world needs more physically strong yet loving women. As 
Christians we need not fall prey to the stipulations of cultural society; 
for to know who we are in Christ is to know one’s purpose, as by crea-
tion.66 What society has to say in the matter, at this point, truly no 
longer matters; as the imperative remains proclaiming the good news 
of the Gospel, so that focus may turn once again unto the Lord of all 
mercy, lovingkindness and grace!67 

In all circumstances of our existence, we should humbly and sub-
missively seek to maintain discipline according to the will of our Lord, 
which always involves love; just as love always involves discipline.68 We 
must not allow society to regulate our hearts or our minds, for our ex-
istence is regulated by our Creator; if we are devotionally disciplined! 
We cannot make excuses for failing to stand firm in our faith, for we 
should seek to remain disciplined and thereby free from the tyranny of 
secular standards and beliefs; as a Biblical mandate remains to—come 
out from their midst and be separate (2 Corinthians 6:17). I know that 
we cannot see into the hearts of others. I know that we live in a world 
of manipulations and convincing deceptions, yet falling prey to such 
things is not necessary if we choose to stay focused upon Jesus (the au-
thor and perfecter of our faith—Hebrews 12:1-3). Society sets standards 
for the genders based almost entirely on superficial observations; society 

64 Romans 1:18-32.
65 Matthew 5:3-16; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
66 Colossians 1:15-23; Ephesians 1:3-23.
67 Romans 10:1; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
68 Proverbs 3:11; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, 12; Hebrews 12:6-11.
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being secular in nature and thereby unwilling to admit wrongdoing, 
remains inappropriately adamant; yet Christians having a new nature 
must think differently, for we have the mind of Christ!69 Let us no 
longer fall prey to a carnal mindset, but instead let us realize the wrong 
which surrounds us, so that we may put forth maximum effort to live 
our lives enveloped (abiding) in the love of God, whom gives us grace 
for this purpose. In this, my brethren, let us remember that we hate sin 
yet love the sinner! Any believer who hates other individuals who have 
been deceived or fallen prey to sin, is an individual whom themselves 
have become deceived.70 Disciplining ourselves to appropriate God’s 
grace is the key to success in all such matters! 

I notice that many public schools now have video monitoring sys-
tems, because the students are quick to act in an undisciplined manner. 
Although we have all acted foolishly at some point in our adolescent 
years, many youngsters these days are without any form of discipline 
not only at school but also at home. This comes from cowardice in 
parenting! 

Someone once said that a child from a third-world country could 
be noticed right away by their disciplined manners. In actuality I would 
tend to believe this to be true, for foreign children seek to improve and 
gain something better, whereas many American children are complacent 
and couldn’t care less. I wish this were not so, yet to witness the world 
in which we live brings reality to bear. Discipline without is a momen-
tary action which possibly leads to discipline within; loving reproof 
therefore leads potentially to a blessing which endures!71 

When the Scriptures stated that striking a child with a rod would 
not kill them, this is exactly correct in context of Biblical love! This is 
speaking in regard to loving discipline, not disciplining out of anger or 
stored aggression! Folks truly desire discipline, yet very few are willing 
to fight the battles which will assuredly arise from harsh love. The 
“truth hurts”! Sound familiar? Although it is true that some children 
have been abused by harsh treatment, the abounding fact remains that 
millions of children throughout history have been disciplined appro-
priately in love. Some may say that severe punishment is not deserved, 

69 Romans 12:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
70 John 8:1-12; Romans 3:21-31; 1 John 1:5-10.
71 Proverbs 10:13; 13:24; 22:6, 15; 23:13, 14; 26:3-5; 29:15.
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yet severe: disobedience, lying, disrespect, disregard for living things 
and discord for others; must be met with severity of loving purpose 
(severe discipline) if appropriate change is to come forth!72 Some chil-
dren have been abused physically by unstable or mentally insecure 
parents and/or guardians. Some abuses have come forth because the 
child refuses to conform to appropriate standards set forth by loving 
parents; this leading to the parents striking the child from anger.73 
There are many scenarios which could be construed as child abuse 
which in fact are not abuse at all, but rather the extent of punishment 
necessary to stop absolute absurdities! Many children throughout his-
tory have been struck with a “switch”; a small branch (or rod) from a 
tree or bush, which almost always raises a welt. These disciplines did 
not cause permanent harm, and were generally well deserved (speaking 
from experience); bringing forth the peaceful fruits of righteousness 
(discipline from within). Praise God for parents who deliver appropriate 
punishment upon the children they love, so as to stop inappropriate, 
disobedient and undisciplined behavior!  

Never has there been a perfect human parent upon this earth. In 
today’s world it is said that “it should never hurt to be a child.” 
Hogwash! I feel blessed in not having been raised in a time period 
where the outright selfish disobedience of children is tolerated, out of 
cowardice and the following of absurd secular rules. Discipline is nec-
essary if maturity is to come forth; both (Biblical discipline and 
maturity) being traits which parents are to teach their children, if a 
manifestation of godliness is to be forthcoming.74 With Christian par-
ents rejecting instruction from the perfect Father (God) by their 
submission and obedience to the false teaching of secular society, Satan 
is setting up millions of children to miss out on a tremendous personal 
relationship with God, because they remain rebelliously deceived and 
undisciplined. What then is the cause; quite simply, if a child is not 
taught subjection to parental authority, the child will then neither sub-
mit to the authority of God.75  

In the United States of America, far too many children are raised 
by pharmaceuticals. All currently diagnosed learning and behavior 

72 Proverbs 22:10.
73 Ephesians 6:1-4.
74 Hebrews 12:7-11.
75 2 Timothy 2:1-26; James 4:7-10.
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disabilities have probably been present throughout history. These 
problems within children and adolescents have been dealt with by lov-
ing discipline throughout the ages. In America today, drugs are used 
for every little thing, and this leads to inabilities to think clearly which 
allows Satan opportunity to deceive. Drugs have been used throughout 
history in sorcery (Greek - pharmakeia); this being the reason why 
“sorcery” is named as a deed of the flesh.76 We know that deeds of the 
flesh cannot please God; therefore, why believing parents would allow 
or initiate this form of sin (sorcery) in the lives of their children is dif-
ficult to understand. Pharmaceuticals have appropriate uses; yet raising 
one’s child without discipline, instead trusting their behavior to in-
ability to think clearly is not one of them! The world today is full of 
cowardice parents who serve Satan according to secular standards; 
thus, those held captive to do Satan’s will, teaching others to be held 
captive to do Satan’s will! What does the Bible say about causing a 
child to stumble?77 

Thousands of believing families in the present-day world are terribly 
deceived as to what “love” is. This confusion as to defining “real love” is 
understandable, considering the world in which we live.78 The love which 
abounds (agape - unconditional love) is a love which is put forth unto 
all “just because.” The love of the world (selfish; idolatrous) or agapao 
(in a social sense) is a love which far too often is exhibited “because of” 
(i.e. what is in it for me). To love all others for who they are by creation 
(just because), eliminates selfish ulterior motives (because of), thereby 
allowing us to witness, appreciate and render loving compassion; without 
lustfulness, selfishness and the seeking of personal gains. Understanding 
these facts as to the contrast between godly love and secular love renders 
the knowledge necessary to take upon oneself the appropriate behavior 
of loving others in accordance to Scripture standard.79 

In the world today, good news crawls while bad news flies quickly. 
This is to say that we are too quick to criticize while refraining from 
rendering edification. This is one reason that self-centeredness and self-
ishness have become such dominant forces upon this earth. The truth 
edifies; whereas harsh criticisms do not! The forces of evil within the 

76 Galatians 5:19-21.
77 Matthew 18:1-7.
78 1 John 2:12-17.
79  Philippians 2:1-18.
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spiritual realm bask in such emotions, feeding them with increased 
wickedness. Have you ever had a thought which grew to gigantic pro-
portions within what realistically demonstrates an evil intent? The initial 
thought was probably and potentially ours, yet Satan and demons in-
stigated further evil within the thought; turning it to an absurdity.80 

If we look at the behavior of gang members, we see an earnest desire 
to fit in and be loved; this being a trait not unlike many young folks. 
This in itself is but human nature; the wickedness enters in when any-
thing will be done to achieve a sense of belonging with someone or 
something. We can see the meanness which comes forth from un-
checked emotions; this many times derived from peers who have 
learned to manipulate and coerce those around them. The manipu-
lators most times realize their intent (although sometimes not—when 
deceived), then lead others astray under the ruse of love or concern; 
the reality being self-centeredness within the group leadership. The 
world follows the ways set forth by gang members, i.e. droopy drawers, 
hand and body gestures, verbal slang, macho (insecure) behavior. Too 
many homes allow this behavior to invade, as also do schools. Most do 
not see the subconscious harm this causes, when individuals band to-
gether in acts of superficiality; destined to bring forth continued 
outward (superficial) belonging which lacks any form of sincere selfless 
intent. This is terrible, as many want others to love them sincerely, yet 
fail to render sincere love themselves.81 How many children would 
have a fighting chance at victory over the ways of the world, if they 
were taught the admonitions of the Lord by loving parents; which 
happens to be a Biblical mandate? 

Parents are afraid to discipline their children under supposed pen-
alties of law, yet the laws of our God reign true in the world today, just 
as much as times past. We are to lift our children up (to maturity), yet 
they many times are brought down by others (gang mentality, macho 
friends, peers, etc.); then actually drag the members of their household 
(mothers, fathers, siblings) down with them. A household focused upon 
sanctification (being set apart unto the Lord; made holy) is necessary if 
godliness is to prevail!82 We must remember, if from within appropriate 

80 Ephesians 6:12-16.
81 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.
82 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
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parenting we are not willing to emphasize the admonitions of God to 
our children, someone led by demonic influence will certainly emphasize 
the ways of the world to them. The ways of the world must be kept out 
of Christian homes, lest they become but worldly domiciles; therefore 
submission and reverence to and for God must be: taught, emphasized, 
exampled, and maintained within the home at all times; for this is nec-
essary if all members of a family are to abide in the Word!83 

Families do not dine together anymore, because within the same 
household everyone does their own thing. This is the starting point of 
loneliness although surrounded by others. Make the time to pay atten-
tion to others; with primary specific being attentiveness on God, so as 
to journey upon the narrow path which leads to righteousness within 
all relationships! Place one’s own desires as secondary to the necessities 
of others! Love enough to speak the truth at all times! Love enough to 
discipline appropriately when necessary; for if we have all things of the 
secular world and have not godly love, we are but makers of noise, and 
condoning of troublesome foolishness!84 

Loving One Another According to  
God’s Grace—In Perspective 
 

The Lord has created each of us in accordance to His sovereign will 1.
for humankind, knowledge of all things past and present, and His 
will for us individually (Proverbs 16:4; John 15:10-20).  

 
It is solely by God’s immense grace that each of us have the blessing 2.
of goodness in our lives; therefore all things good are actually 
manifestations from God (Galatians 5:22, 23; Mark 10:17, 18; 
Romans 3:9-18; 3 John 1:11). 

 
To truly understand the agape love which the Lord holds for us, and 3.
thereby love others in accordance to the standard of agape 
(unconditional) love, let us look to the parable of the slave’s (our) 
indebtedness to the Master (Matthew 18:21-35). Note: Love is not 
active, until it is freely given! 

83 John 8:31-36; 15:1-17.
84 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
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Perspective  •
Ten thousand talents (1 talent = 3000 shekels / 75.6 lbs.) = 
$6,000,000,000.00 
One hundred denarii (1 denarii / denarius = 16 cents) = $16.00 

 
If so great a debt has been forgiven us, as that which came forth in ac-
cordance to the wretchedness of our sin against our Lord; who are we 
not to forgive the petty trespasses which have been perpetrated against 
us! Freely we have been given lovingkindness, mercy and grace; let us 
therefore deny ourselves, so as to freely give the same to others 
(Romans 5:1-21; 8:31-39; 12:9-21; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18; Ephesians 
2:1-10; 4:17-32; Colossians 3:5-17)! 

 
What are the parameters of Biblical love? 4.

Agape love is selfless, loyal and benevolent concern for the •
wellbeing of another. This is not the love of the world (Luke 
10:25-37; Matthew 5:43-48; 1 Peter 3:8-12); but rather that 
which is a blessing from the Lord (James 1:16-18). 
Other forms of Biblical love include the unselfish love of friends •
and the love of a brother. 
The world’s rendition of love states that love will be rendered if •
personal gain can be obtained, whereas Biblical love is rendered 
asking nothing in return (1 John 3:4-18). 

 
Biblical love is: 5.

A blessing from God (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13); therefore it is •
resolvedly learned and received when we choose submissively to 
love God first and foremost (Matthew 22:37-40; John 5:39-47; 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5; 1 John 2:3-11). 

Some may argue that loving the Lord with all of our heart, ◦
soul, mind and strength is in accordance to the Law; yes 
this is true (Matthew 22:36; Deuteronomy 6:1-9). The 
point to be made is not that we are forced under the Law to 
love the Lord, but rather that our loving acceptance (by 
faith) of all which the Lord has done for us, leads to 
establishment of the Law; for “love” regarding the Lord is 
the highest motivating factor which leads to our humble 
submission with thanksgiving, as we realize the immensity 
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of His sufficient grace (2 Corinthians 3:1-4:18; 12:1-10; 
Romans 3:21-31; 5:1-11)!  
The Lord has always desired our humble devotional ◦
reverence (Micah 6:6-8; Hosea 6:4-6); for indeed we were 
created by Him and for Him (Colossians 1:15-23); thus 
Biblical love goes far beyond the superficial physical realm 
love which is of the world, as it is derived from God` having 
first loved us (1 John 4:1-21)! True Biblical love is founded 
within the spirit of those who love God and are called 
according to His purpose. 
Truly, loving the Lord with all sincerity and devotion is the ◦
realistic trait which distinguishes actual Christians (the 
remnant) from members of the Christian religion (the 
masses); for members of “the Way” realize that our 
existence is all about God (worship of the Creator), whereas 
members of the Christian religion generally wonder—
what’s in it for them (worship of creation)! Simply put—the 
object of our focus is the actual object of our worship, for 
we will journey upon the path of our focus; whether the 
narrow path upon which God leads in righteousness, or the 
wide path which is led in accordance to the sinful nature. 
This is why the Bible states that we are to guard ourselves 
from idols and sexual immorality; for in doing so, we will do 
well in furtherance within our relationship with the Lord (1 
John 5:18-21; Colossians 3:5-17; Hebrews 13:1-6; 1 
Timothy 6:6-19). All who seek a God of convenience by 
choosing carnality over spirituality will never come to 
knowledge of this truth; thus their relationship with Him 
will remain foundational to basic ignorance, as the Lord 
does not reveal Himself to our flesh! How soon the 
multitudes forget that we are known by our fruits, which is 
the reality of our demeanor; this is the truth seen by the 
Lord at all times!  

 
When we fail to love the Lord first and foremost, the blessing of true 
love within one’s spirit is never received from above. Many never come 
to realize sincere love in their lives, because they refuse to deny them-
selves so as to submit to the Lord! Do not be deceived, God is not fooled 
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nor mocked by the words from our lips (Galatians 6:1-10). The appro-
priate action on our part is to: love the Lord, surrender unto Him, and 
sincerely worship Him in spirit and in truth; being lovingly blessed, as 
we are instruments of God’s manifested goodness unto others 
(2 Corinthians 5:10-21; Ephesians 3:14-21)! 
 
Note: Marriage priority - Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18, 19  
 

Biblical love involves disciplined forgiveness! What does it mean to 6.
forgive? To forgive is to cancel your right to punish another for their 
indebtedness or wrong toward you; to relinquish your right of 
retaliation.85 The Lord is our example (Luke 23:34; Hebrews 2:5-
18; 1 John 1:8-2:2; 4:7-10).  

 
To forgive may take time, and the one committing the offense does not 
necessarily have the right to demand forgiveness from the one wronged. 
The one wronged must however forgive according to the command-
ments of our Lord (Matthew 18:21-35), and should do so before the 
end of the day; if obedience to God is sought, as well as denying Satan 
opportunity for attack (Ephesians 4:17-27). Let us remember God’s tre-
mendous mercy for each of us, when we are angered (Hebrews 4:15, 
16; 1 Peter 2:6-10), so that we may act appropriately when wronged 
(Ephesians 4:29-32). It is not wrong to be angry; yet forgiveness must 
always follow! 

 
Let us put our love in perspective: 7.

We have all been created with the ability to love (1 John 4:19-•
21; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13). 
Our ability to love involves our love for others, and an •
appropriate love for ourselves (Philippians 2:1-4; Psalm 139:13-
18). This should be kept in perspective as to our creation; 
according to God’s intent for each of us. 
When we consider how God created each of us to be who we •
are; we better understand that the Lord has a wonderful plan 
for each of us both individually, and combined together as a 
whole (Romans 5:6-11; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; 14:1-40). 

85 Matthew 5:38-48.
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To lose track of this perspective is to love “self” over abundantly •
(narcissistically), and others out of discord, and/or with envy 
from within one’s heart (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Titus 3:1-8). 
Once an individual has lost track of the uniqueness of others, •
they also lose track of what it means to love others; for most 
emphasis placed upon others is generally derived from 
comparison with “self”; thus portrayed emotions, from a 
foundational judicator nature.  

I have been asked how it is we are to bless those who have ◦
hurt or spitefully used us; for it is not easy to bless 
offenders in such a circumstance. Please remember that 
blessings from God are given primarily as necessary for our 
spiritual growth and overall edification. When we would 
believe that God’s blessings are always given in some 
fashion of riches or that which is comfortable for the flesh, 
let us remember the aforementioned fact and thereby we 
can truly bless offensive individuals from a sincere heart, 
understanding that God knows what they have need of 
(example—Isaiah 29:13, 14).  
It should be remembered that the underlying judgmental ◦
nature of many is derived from human self-centering 
insecurities. With this knowledge, we avoid falling prey to 
the insecurities of others, as we remain secure within the 
surety of our personal relationship with God; thereby 
forgiving the trespasses against us, within the sincerity of 
agape love. 

 
Unselfish agape love involves loving others as much if not more than 8.
oneself. To truly understand this is the knowledge which will open 
our hearts to love and observe others in the light of God’s creation 
of them. This then will allow us to see others as being a blessing in 
our life, as we do this with a servant’s heart (Matthew 20:25-28). 

 
As a man thinks in his heart; so he is (Proverbs 23:6-8; 26:24-28). 9.
Let us be compassionate, and sharpen others to be the same 
(Proverbs 27:17); for truthful love edifies (2 Corinthians 13:1-10)! 
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God’s Love—A Further Prospective 
 

As we continue in our walk with the Lord in accordance to His 1.
leadership, a progression of events occurs which uplifts (edifies) and 
teaches us in the ways we should go (works together - Romans 8:18-
30; upper call - Philippians 3:8-14; new creation - 2 Corinthians 
5:14-21). 

 
If we truly seek to abide in God’s love, we must remember that to 2.
abide in Him is to suffer for His glory (1 Peter 4:1-19; 5:6-11; John 
15:18-21; 17:14-21). Although many churches today teach that the 
step to success is to add Christ to one’s list of friends, the truth 
remains that Jesus is Lord and we are called His friends by His grace 
in accordance to our obedience (2 Corinthians 12:7-10; John 15:10-
17). The decision of friendship with the Lord is His to make; not ours! 

Isn’t it amazing how so many believers seem to be able to sin •
with no sense of remorse or conviction? This should not 
surprise us (although it is always upsetting), as the Scriptures 
said that supposed brethren would invade the ranks of those 
who seek the Lord with sincerity and devotion (Jude 1:3, 4). 

 
Let’s take a closer look at a Scriptural progression of a true 3.
Christian’s walk (Matthew 16:24-27; Romans 5:1-6; Philippians 
3:8-14; 2 Peter 1:2-11). 

 
To add a further prospective, let us search the motives of the heart. 4.

When Jonah was prophesying to King Jeroboam and was •
present at the Lord’s deliverance of Israel (2 Kings 14:25-27), he 
was extremely happy because the tender mercy of the Lord was 
directed toward his (Jonah’s) people.  
When Jonah was sent to Nineveh, he rebelled to the maximum •
by going the opposite direction (Jonah 1:1-3). After being 
redirected into fulfilling his ministry, Jonah obeyed the Lord; 
whom brought deliverance to the repentant Assyrians (Jonah 
1:17; 2:1-4; 3:1-10).  
After the Lord relented of His anger toward the inhabitants of •
Nineveh, Jonah was angry because he hated the Assyrians 
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(65-70 years after this the Lord utilized the Assyrians to bring 
oppression to the Israelites because of their disobedience) 
(Jonah 4:1-3). Was Jonah wrong for his hatred of the Ninevites 
and how God had brought forth healing? Was Jonah looking at 
the inhabitants of this Assyrian city through his own eyes, or 
through the loving eyes of God (Jonah 4:4-11)?  

 
How do we look at ourselves when it comes to serving the Lord? Do 5.
we look at others through the loving eyes of God, or do we look 
through the frail eyes of our humanity? Are we willing that others 
should perish in their sins, or do we speak the truth in love even when 
it hurts our ego? Which is more important—our current comfort, or 
the eternal comfort of all? Which is more important—our frail ways 
of thinking, or God’s infinite knowledge of all things?  

 
I choose the way of the Lord (Proverbs 2:1-22; Romans 10:1; 6.
Philippians 1:21; 3:8-14; Galatians 1:10)! How about you? 

In a like manner, when we focus forward with anticipation as to •
what the Lord will do in our life (Isaiah 6:1-8; Proverbs 3:5-8; 
4:18, 19); do we remind ourselves of God’s immense love for us 
and thereby submit to His masterful leadership, or do we allow 
the enemy to remind us how wretched we were prior to God’s 
cleansing, thus allowing hindrance and stagnancy (2 
Corinthians 11:1-3; Galatians 5:19-23; Romans 6:15-23; 
Hebrews 5:11-6:20)?  
Heed the instruction of the Lord (Matthew 22:36-40; Proverbs •
4:23-27; 5:21-23; 10:1-32). Please remember, if we refuse or 
neglect loving the Lord first and foremost, spiritual stagnancy 
will be the inevitable result; for without denial of “self” so as to 
follow Jesus upon the narrow path of His righteousness, the 
enemy will assuredly lead us upon the wide path of spiritual 
destructiveness and secular desire (Matthew 7:13-27; 16:24-27). 
Walk according to God’s immense grace in your life (Proverbs •
12:28; 15:24; 2 Corinthians 5:10-13; 12:1-10); without 
confusion as to wonderment of your unwarranted value, as our 
worth is in accordance to the Creator’s masterful goodness 
(Matthew 10:29-42; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 2:1-10; 
Psalm 139:14-18)! 
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Speak the truth in love, even to yourself; for we worship and serve 7.
the Lord of truth (1 Corinthians 13:4-:14:4; Ephesians 4:11-16; 
Romans 12:1-8; 2 Timothy 2:20-26; John 14:6, 7)! 

 
Let us look at ourselves, as God does. No longer are we children of 8.
wrath, but rather we are the adopted children of the Creator Himself 
(Romans 8:14-17; 9:6-29); if legitimate children drawn and taught 
by God (John 6:44, 45, 65). Shall suffering and distress stop us from 
being obedient to the Lord’s anointing in our lives, or should we not 
rather come to a more strict realization of God’s love; in doing so 
realizing that we are not who we were, but rather victorious and 
loved by GRACE through faith (1 John 4:11-21; 5:4, 5; 2 Corinthians 
1:18-22; 4:1-6). 

Love—Stated Simply 
“If” we are truly appreciative of the Creator for having made the earth 
habitable, and blessing us with existence and the measure of faith so as 
to know, and worship our Creator, which is absolutely appropriate; we 
would devotionally submit with sincerity of love to obey the Lord’s in-
struction and commandments with reverence! “If” we then would love 
the Lord first and foremost, we will understand that our existence has 
everything to do with Him!86 When (if) we fully realize the aforemen-
tioned facts, we will realize that we are intended to be here secondarily 
for others with sincere concern for their salvation; for this knowledge 
is from the Lord!87 When (if) we realize that God comes first, then 
others, then lastly ourselves; it is at this point we will begin to fully un-
derstand the narrow path of righteousness and selfless service. Servitude 
for and unto our Creator (the Lord God of all Creation) is Christianity! 
This is where God our Father will lead us, “if” we will submit to follow 
Him!88 True sincere love for God is a motivating factor which leads to 
elimination of volitional “self,” for the purpose of reverent devotion; 
“if” this is lacking, then so also is lacking true sincere love for our 
Creator, as we yet think more highly of ourselves than we ought (arro-
gance)! This is summed up best by the words of our Lord: 

86 Matthew 22:37, 38; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Romans 8:33-37.
87 John 15:9-17; Matthew 5:43-6:34; Ephesians 3:14-19; 1 Timothy 2:1-8.
88 Romans 12:1, 2; Philippians 3:7-14.
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Revelation 3:15-16—‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 
nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. So because you are luke-
warm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.’ 
 
Personal Note—The word “spit” is from the Greek word “emew”—
to vomit. What then is the rendered message? 
 

To be “hot” is to: love the Lord,89 deny “self,”90 worship God in 1.
spirit and in truth,91 abstain from evil,92 walk the narrow path of 
God’s righteousness,93 stay cleansed from all forms of defilement 
(both flesh and spirit) by taking all thoughts captive to obedience;94 
all of this accomplished by the Lord within those who with 
disciplined devotion, love and respect the God of all creation, 
thereby allowing the Lord to both will and work in them for His 
good pleasure; thus—God at work, as He implants the reality of the 
relationship into His legitimate children!95 Simply stated—being 
“hot” is to realistically live the relationship of the Creator/creature 
distinction; thus the love of Jesus controls us!96 

 
To be “lukewarm” is to: live for “self,”97 live for worldly possessions, 2.
live religiously (not relationally),98 live according to secular 
standards,99 obey the deeds of the flesh,100 attempt to do the work 
of which God alone is capable (completely aloof God’s leadership 
and embrace),101 serve God (supposedly) in accordance to personal 
volition (not according to God’s will, anointing, and righteous 
leadership);102 this being done while also generally prideful, 

89 Matthew 22:36-40.
90 Matthew 16:24-27.
91 John 4:20-24.
92 1 Thessalonians 5:14-22.
93 Matthew 7:13-20.
94 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Corinthians 10:3-7.
95 Romans 8:1-39, specific vs. 22-30; Hebrews 12:1-11.
96 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
97 Romans 6:1-14; 1 Corinthians 9:19-27.
98 Colossians 2:20-23; Romans 8:6-17.
99 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
100 Galatians 5:19-21.
101 Acts 19:11-20.
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arrogant, self-centered, and complacent! Simply stated—being 
“lukewarm” is to realistically seek purpose and pleasure everywhere 
which is aloof both God’s good, acceptable and perfect will, and the 
kind intention of His will; thus individuals profess to love Jesus, 
while having no manifested traits (fruits) which indicate reality 
pertaining to the relationship!103 This is both shameful and 
embarrassing; for it causes nothing but harm, when individuals truly 
wanting to know the Lord witness blatantly disgusting carnal 
behavior which forces a repulsive effect! 

 
To be “cold” is to be silent regarding a relationship with God; as in 3.
silence there is no repulsion and repugnance generated against the 
beautiful relational reality! Because the statements are being made 
to the multitudes of believers which remain “lukewarm,” and by 
whom much leadership has been accumulated to teach according to 
fleshly whims and desires (ears tickled), which has led to continued 
forsaking the ways of God for the sake of religious traditions 
foundational to darkness; the statement to be cold (because not hot 
but only lukewarm) is harsh, for the Lord is stating that “lukewarm” 
individuals should be silent and not profess to know Him, thereby 
staying embarrassment from true Christians and actual 
Christianity!104 Praise the Lord that He awaits patiently for the few 
who will awaken from slumber and repent (turn back to God); 
hopefully seeking that which is pure and overcome, thereby 
receiving blessing!105 

 
Inasmuch as the statements proclaimed are to the current-day church 
(A.D. 1954-present), which has closed the door so as to keep out the 
Lord of light and truth; the Lord remains quite gracious to seek indi-
viduals to be intimate with Him, while yet hoping individual 
congregations would once again open the door to allow Him access! 
For this to happen, all forms of darkness; heresy and apostasy aloof 
sound doctrine and worship in spirit and in truth, must cease; for the 

102 Matthew 7:21-27.
103 Galatians 5:22, 23; Revelation 3:17, 18.
104 Matthew 15:3-9; Mark 7:8-15; Colossians 2:8-17; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; 2 Peter 2:1-22.
105 Romans 13:8-14; Revelation 3:18-22.
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Lord God cannot and will not enter into a place where darkness is in-
tentional! Please understand, the divine work of God is necessary in 
order to come to the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ); which has 
not been taught for several decades; as the darkness of pulpit procla-
mation completely denies the reality of God, by stating that a few choice 
words accepting Jesus as Savior is sufficient for salvation! This foolish-
ness is not Biblical nor of truth; as individuals desire a relationship with 
God completely aloof the reality of God and of the Christ, thus a fantasy 
relationship!106 

Fearing for one’s life as a believer, ought not to be. As Christians we 
go from life to life; therefore understanding the faithfulness and love 
of God, eliminates fear.107 When Christians fear death (which will never 
occur for true legitimate children of God), they fail to present them-
selves a living sacrifice; instead living for “self” in the moment.108 If the 
sacrifice of our life can bring the potential of eternal life for someone 
else, then so be it!109 Thus “perfect love” (God’s love manifest) casts out 
fear, while bringing forth the fruits of righteousness; as God’s love for 
us is sure, our love for Him should be soundly motivational within ac-
ceptance of His righteousness! 

Love within Marriage 
Please pay close attention to 1 Corinthians 7:1-9; Ephesians 5:22-6:4. 
These Scriptures point out truth which when understood (evidenced 
by actions) brings forth abounding love and unity within marriage and 
family relationships. The actionable denial of Gospel truth brings forth 
division, divorce, or both; while also being a basis of accountability. It 
is within this fact of truth or denial thereof, that we can relate to our 
spouse and children, or not; in a godly context. 

On many occasions, I have been asked “in what context is a wife to 
submit to her husband.” I find in most cases the wife has a more realistic 
viewpoint of this, than do the husbands. The exception to this being 
godly men who understand God’s mandate in the matter, to be in regard 
to the responsibilities of, and the following of—the household spiritual 
leader. The man is the head of the woman, as Christ is the head of the 

106 Romans 10:1-13, specific vs. 8-10; John 6:45-65; 14:6, 7.
107 2 Corinthians 2:14-17; 1 John 4:16-19.
108 James 5:1-12; 1 Corinthians 15:31-34.
109 Romans 8:33-39.
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man and of the church (His Body). This does not mean (as do many men 
believe) that the woman is the servant of the man. Women were created 
as companions (helpers); not slaves, nor followers of foolishness!110  

It should be remembered, no one has the right to cause a marriage 
relationship to go asunder; including the husband or wife, for marriage 
is a vowed covenant relationship! The word of emphasis to illustrate 
this fact is the word—“cleave”; as the husband is to “cleave” to his wife! 
The word “cleave” literally means—to glue or adhere; thus the two 
(husband and wife) become one flesh.111 The context of the marriage 
relationship is therefore simple; for as the two become tightly glued to-
gether, there no longer exists a point of separation within which a wedge 
can be driven, thus—what God has joined together, let no man separate 
(Matthew 19:6). Within this fact, we gain understanding that “self” is 
denied by both the husband and wife; therefore a bonded single entity 
exists from what were two forms of individuality.112 When “self” is de-
nied within the covenant (glued) relationship which is marriage, then 
love prevails; love for each other, foundational to loving the Lord first 
and foremost! This is Gospel truth in action, as the husband and wife 
abide in the Word together!113 It is the husband’s responsibility to study 
the Gospel, and lovingly lead the relationship to spiritual fruition; for 
in this Jesus leads the husband, who then leads his wife! 

Just as helping someone is assisting them, thereby not doing the task 
solo in their stead, so also is the marriage relationship. A husband should 
be edified by his wife, as a wife should be edified by her husband; thus 
each gives one hundred percent to the relationship! Too many people 
enter into relationships believing the other person will make them com-
plete; this in reality being a farce. How can weakness (human frailty) 
edify weakness? Taking the aforementioned into consideration, we can 
see that a profound sense of purpose (in the Lord) is necessary within 
oneself, lest insecurity be the primary factor (baggage) carried into a 
relationship. If we enter into a relationship because of a sense of “need,” 
then the true purpose for a relationship (love) is missing or becomes 
secondary. For a relationship to start and remain sound, it must be 
founded upon “love,” for the strength of “agape love” is from God; made 

110 cf. Genesis 2:18-25; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20.
111 Matthew 19:3-12.
112 1 Corinthians 7:3-6.
113 John 15:4-11; James 1:19-25.
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manifest by the indwelling Holy Spirit!114 As God is the very essence 
of love and not simply loving; and as we love because He first loved us; 
God does not teach us how to love but rather leads in love, for the foun-
dation of selfless love is a manifestation of God indwelling!115 

If a person is not aware of who they are in Christ, they will seek pur-
pose and understanding of “self” through other human beings, or via 
secular things and teachings.116 This is a prevalent cause behind many 
quick rising and quick falling relationships, for indeed confusion cannot 
uplift weakness. This is also the reason why superficial relationships 
come from superficial attractions (esthetics), thus remaining astray of 
sincerity. Too many folks (both male and female) enter into relationships 
quickly and with as little realistically sincere (selfless) effort as possible; 
for the foundation of many relationships is the desires of the flesh, i.e. 
“self” within erotic love (Eros love). How can a mature individual pos-
sibly think a relationship built upon laziness within insincerity, could 
endure the test of time? Could it be that “maturity” is one of the key 
factors missing in many relationship endeavors? Members of the op-
posite sex were not placed upon this earth to cause (lead) us to maturity 
(growth beyond mental and spiritual adolescence); our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus is foundational for this result.117 The fact of this 
matter is reiterated by Gospel emphasis that if our relationship with 
the Lord remains precedent, then we will journey upon the narrow path 
of His righteousness; thus being led in our loving endeavors concerning 
all others! Please remember—fornication (consensual sex external of 
marriage) is not an option for Christians entering into an ardent rela-
tionship; for as God will not and cannot bless a relationship which 
incorporates sin, sincere righteous discipline must be maintained!118 

A woman is to follow her husband, when he leads her upon the nar-
row path of God’s righteousness. If a woman willfully follows her 
husband into lawlessness (intentional sin), then the reality of her fruits 
evidences that her husband has become an idol. Please remember—an 
idol is anything or anyone which takes precedence in our lives over the 
Lord our God! If men are willing to entice their wife and children down 

114 1 John 4:7-13.
115 Galatians 5:22, 23.
116 Colossians 1:15-20; Philippians 3:15-21; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
117 Hebrews 5:11-6:20; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; John 15:1-17.
118 Hebrews 12:1-11; 13:4.
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the wide path leading to destruction, how can anyone possibly claim 
this to be done in love? When a male individual leads his wife by ex-
ample to live godly in Christ Jesus, the woman (wife) should desire to 
follow such leading; thus the married couple maintain priority devotions 
for God both individually and together, as each and yet both (one flesh—
Genesis 2:24) focus upon the author and perfecter of faith (Jesus; Lord). 
When this occurs, a Gospel priority is fulfilled as both the husband and 
wife walk by faith; for a spouse takes precedence, second only to God!  

When a man expects his wife, or a woman expects her husband, to 
follow them into bold carnality, and this is claimed to be Biblical; the 
spouse then becomes torn between their devotion to God and their edi-
fying capabilities to their spouse. This is where knowing one’s purpose 
in Christ is demonstrated as being of utmost importance in a marriage 
relationship; for whereas a spouse cannot be trusted, our Lord is always 
faithful and true!119 When this is realized and therefore God remains 
the focus of individuals within a marriage relationship; no matter what 
direction a foolish spouse may seek to lead the other upon the broad 
path of spiritual destructiveness, the one devoted to God with all sin-
cerity will maintain a firm stance upon the narrow path which leads to 
righteousness; making example (by temperance), while also trusting 
God to bring forth potential growth.120 Within this realistic endeavor, 
the spouse subjecting themselves to God’s righteousness will never at-
tempt to force change upon the other, but rather by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving places all concerns before God’s throne 
of grace; for the Lord can change both hearts and physical natures, 
whereas human beings cannot. Please remember—a believer should 
never seek a passionate relationship with a non-believer; for this violates 
Gospel standards, and thus would be a basis of physical and spiritual 
defeat, as Christ would not be the foundation of the relationship.121 To 
attempt a maintained sound ardent relationship with another human 
being, apart from being on fire (hot) within one’s relationship with Jesus, 
would be an attempt foundational to idolatry; for the Lord must lead 
our endeavors of life regarding any basis of actual success which endures 
the test of time. The absolute priority remains therefore that the Lord 

119 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-24.
120 Titus 2:1-8.
121 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
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would have to be the precedent of both parties seeking to enter into a 
righteous sincere relationship, or deterrents from simplicity of devotion 
to Christ would lead to further distraction and potential inevitable spir-
itual defeat for both parties within the relationship!  

When a wife is torn as to her obedience to Jesus, and her duties of 
submission to a husband of selfish, macho, and/or foolish motives, the 
general character of the woman is compromised, as also is her sound 
state of mental being. This is why more women in households are good 
Christians than are men, for the women no longer seek strength from 
their spiritually weak husbands, but rather from their loving Lord; for 
the stability of the personal relationship with Jesus must remain imper-
ative, if soundness of demeanor is to be maintained.  

If Christian husbands loved their wives in a manner as Christ loved 
the church (selflessly; sacrificially), most imbalances within marriages 
would be minimal among believers; regarding submissiveness in marriage 
relationships. Christ loved the church (individuals in the Body of Christ) 
to the point of death on a cross; this is the type of sacrificial love husbands 
are to show their wives, as by crucifixion (adamant denial) of “self”! 

Many relationships of marriage are greatly hindered, decremented, 
and/or completely destroyed by the “macho” behavior of either the hus-
band or wife. When individuals fail to realize who they are within a 
personal relationship with Jesus, then endeavors generally come forth 
in attempts to prove oneself, which leads to a precedence of self-cente-
redness; for one’s worth is not realized to be in accordance to the Potter’s 
masterful workmanship.122 With failure to realize one’s immense worth 
by and for the Lord, inappropriately emphasized attempts cause division 
and confusion; for “macho” is: 
 

Stupid 1.
 

The prideful foolish behavior of insecure individuals attempting to 2.
prove their maturity as by absurdity! Simple fact—God is opposed 
to the proud, but gives grace to the humble!123 

 

122 Romans 9:6-29.
123 James 4:3-6.
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Please remember—unwarranted (non-Christ-centered) submission unto 
one’s spouse is generally based in fear or assorted fleshly desires; not love! 
Many members of marriage relationships submit unto their spouse for 
reasons other than loving devotion. Many marriages have with the passing 
of time become foundational to: secular standards of success, household 
financial status, family religious doctrines and precepts, personal posi-
tional stature (generally employment related), and the relationships of 
family members with friends and associates; thus journeying away from 
the only sound foundation which is Christ.124 When children of God at-
test to the standards or testimonies of those outside of God’s family, with 
surety the standards within the family as set forth by the Father (head of 
family) will be violated; for the standards of the secular world are set 
forth in accordance to demonic influence. Because this is a matter of ac-
tual fact, children of God are to: maintain focus upon the author and 
perfecter of our faith, maintain separateness from close bonds outside 
the family of God, and never adhere to supposed standards of success 
which are aloof of God’s righteousness and work of sanctification (being 
set apart and made holy). When the precedence of loving devotion first 
and foremost for Jesus and secondly for one’s spouse is not maintained, 
then the potential sound nature of a lasting relationship is jeopardized; 
many times leading to angry, self-centered and aggressive divorces. This 
is the reason why many believers get divorced, and why possession of 
“the stuff” becomes the goal of the specific individuals who were formerly 
a combined entity (one flesh). Believers should never return to a foun-
dation of materialism, for this is foundational to the flesh (self); guilty 
individuals in addition to being liars in violation of vows will return to 
serving mammon and not God, for both cannot be served simulta-
neously!125 Which is of greater importance—vows before God, or 
financial prosperity; unfortunately multitudes choose the latter! 

When it comes to marriage or any close relationship with other 
human beings, we can either enter into the relationship in accordance 
to God’s standards, or we must be prepared for the consequences when 
the relationship is tattered or fails completely; for what we choose to 
do is either God’s way, or the wrong way!126 The following Biblical 

124 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.
125 Matthew 6:19-24.
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priorities can be adhered to, or havoc and confusion within endeavors 
will be forthcoming. Please remember—when journeying upon the 
wide path of destructiveness, a harmonious outcome will never actually 
come forth; for although we may believe enough effort will lead us to 
the desired destination, this belief remains delusive as long as we are 
on the wrong path! 

Priorities According to Biblical Standards 
Note—When this list of standards is compromised or offset from its ap-
propriate stature, then further violation of priority is sure to occur. Please 
remember—alterations from God’s standards are not an option for 
“Christians,” for by definition the word “Christian” denotes being—
Christ-like!127 The foundation of all appropriate “Christian” standards 
is thus—”the Lord’s will be done!” Therefore, because God is preferential 
concerning the existence of all believers, and this as a matter of fact places 
Him first and foremost; crossing the line as by any form of idolatry or 
idolatrous behavior is neither an option nor open for debate!128 

 
IDOL 

 
GOD 

SPOUSE 
CHILDREN 
MINISTRY 

SELF 
 
Inasmuch as all endeavors by the children of God should be in accor-
dance to the rendering of focus upon the Lord, all endeavors of a 
personal nature whether within family or without unto others, remains 
an act of servanthood (within family) or ministry (without unto others); 
for it is the Lord whom we serve! 

Wow, think of it—husbands loving their wives more than themselves, 
and wives loving their husbands more than themselves. Husbands 
wanting the best for their families thereby motivated to lead them (by 

126 Proverbs 3:5-7.
127 John 5:30; 8:23-29; 12:44-50; 14:8-14; 16:7-15.
128 1 John 5:18-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
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example) to an always growing relationship with Jesus. Husbands, wives 
and children loving each other, just because, thereby having an abound-
ing desire to spend time with each other. Imagine the potential—family 
members living in sincerity of love and with unity within the home; 
thereby learning, and carrying forth sincerity and compassion to others 
external of the home, thus loving their neighbor in fulfillment of com-
mandment.129 The potential idols called: fornication, adultery, 
pornography, partying, employment, secular entertainment, sports, 
internet, sorcery, shopping sprees, inappropriate friendships, beating the 
Jones, Etc.; would diminish until completely swallowed up by the power 
of “loving one another!”130 WOW—LIFE IS GREAT! 
 
Personal Note—The spiritual decline from the time of leaving one’s 
“first love” (Ephesus), to the blatant carnal church (Laodicea), is found 
in chapter five. Within the defined spiritual decline, understanding can 
come forth as to how and why the love of multitudes has diminished to 
become a love of “self”; no matter how many others are involved. All 
characteristics pertaining to believers whether good or bad are witnessed 
within the accountabilities of the seven churches. True love must remain 
foundational to first and foremost love for the Lord, or diminished love 
will assuredly become the end result. Although the Lord of tender 
mercy, everlasting lovingkindness, and sufficient grace desires to bless 
believers righteously, especially regarding pure and undefiled (selfless) 
love; it is always the accountability of the believer which has fallen far 
short, which causes negation in receiving of God’s desired blessings! 
 

The 11th Commandment - Love One Another! 
John 13:34, 35; cf. Exodus 20:1-17

129 Matthew 22:36-40.
130 Romans 13:8-14; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
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CHAPTER TWO 

GAINING PERSPECTIVE 

LET US NOW  evidence the attitudinal behavior of the Northern and 
Southern kingdoms of Israel; (Ephraim) and Judah. Although the Body 
of Christ (Church) is not actually synonymous with Israel, even though 
commonly believed that it is; the proper reverence, loving attitude, 
trusting God, and focusing upon Him by all believers, whether currently 
or in times of antiquity, should be the same; for loving submission and 
obedience have always been the precedent. The huge differences be-
tween Israel’s worship of old and worship within the Body of Christ 
from the time of the founding of the church by the Lord Himself are: 
 

The dispensations of “Law” (then), and “GRACE” (now). 1.
 

Physical realm aspects of worship (religion then), and worshipping 2.
God in spirit and in truth (spiritually relational now). 

The offering of animals (sacrificial system—then), and the •
offering of oneself as a living sacrifice (now). 
The necessity of specified appropriate works (Mosaic and •
Levitical Law—then), and the sole primary necessities for faith, 
submissive devotion, and spiritual discernment (now). 

 
The Northern kingdom continuously fell prey to false doctrine and 
idolatry, from the time they refused to follow King David in seeking 
the Lord wholeheartedly. When Solomon became king, although he 
sought the Lord in certain ways, he yet allowed pagan worship to be-
come a part of everyday life within the nation. Unlike David, Solomon 
allowed the influence of his many wives to deter and distract him from 
appropriate worship of the one true God.131 As with Solomon whose 
compromise had a beginning then progressed one step at a time to 
further disobedience, so also has occurred in the lives of many through-
out history; many falling away from the Lord, due their following the 

131 Deuteronomy 4:34, 35; Isaiah 45:5-7; cf. 1 Kings 3:1-14; 11:1-8.



sinfulness of others.132 It was because of the divided devotions (double-
mindedness), that the kingdom was divided by the Lord; although the 
kingdom would not have been divided if pure and undefiled devotion 
to God had been maintained.133 This does not mean that we cannot 
love others, it simply means that we are to focus upon and love God 
first and foremost; thereby our paths remain straight!134 Please re-
member—God wants our loyal obedience; which is derived from love!135 

Most folks know that King David was guilty of murder and adul-
tery.136 David was like all of us, in that we all have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s glory.137 The difference between David and many others 
within the nation of Israel was the fact that David sought with sincere 
intent (motivation) to walk in a manner pleasing to God; whereas many 
others did not. Yes, we all make mistakes and sometimes fall intentionally 
as had David, yet our attitude is that which makes a difference; for God 
looks to the core motives!138 David for the most part maintained an at-
titude of reverence toward God, and by God’s grace so also can we; for 
this is a matter of sincere devotion! The choice individually is found 
within each of us; for it is a matter of the heart derived from love or 
the lack thereof! We can draw closer to God, or not; for our motives, 
choices and actions decide the matter at any specific time.139 

After the nation was divided in accordance to prophesy, the Northern 
kingdom (Ephraim) went astray continually, while the Southern king-
dom (Judah) went astray much less. The condition of both nations was 
directly associated with the leadership at the time; for as humans we 
tend to follow other human beings, even when inappropriate. King 
Rehoboam not listening to the godly council of the elders, but rather 
to the ungodly council of friends, caused the northern kingdom to rebel, 
thereby choosing Jeroboam as their king.140 Jeroboam not wanting the 
northern tribes to go south for the purpose of proper worship, set up 

132 Genesis 28:1-9; Deuteronomy 12:1-4; 1 Kings 14:21-24; 15:25, 26, 33, 34; 2 Kings 3:1-3; 
8:16-18, 26, 27. 

133 1 Kings 11:9-13.
134 Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Matthew 22:36-40; Proverbs 3:5-8; 4:23-27; Philippians 4:6-9.
135 Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8.
136 2 Samuel 11:1-27.
137 Romans 3:21-26.
138 Jeremiah 17:9, 10; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5.
139 1 John 2:1-17; Matthew 12:30.
140 1 Kings 12:1-20.
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pagan altars (golden calves) at Bethel and Dan so as to deter the south-
ern journey.141 Both Rehoboam and Jeroboam within their decision 
making processes, were selfish; this in itself demonstrating inappropriate 
leadership, for any or all who claim knowledge of God. Demonstrating 
the foreknowledge of God, this separation occurred; for the Lord truly 
knows even our thoughts and motives far in advance.142 The Lord truly 
knows us better than we know ourselves! 

Although the Northern kingdom never returned to proper worship 
of the Lord under the appropriate direction (path by example) set by 
certain Southern Kingdom kings, some inhabitants of Ephraim moved 
south to return to proper worship and fellowship.143 The love of the 
few kings first and foremost for God, had led them devotionally to 
speak the truth to their kinfolk as to being welcome for edifying fel-
lowship; with primary emphasis to be upon God. This also is our task, 
as we are to speak the truth in love for the edification of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ.144 The choice is ours; shall we blindly follow lead-
ership which turns us away from God toward the things of the world, 
or shall we not rather turn away from the inappropriate teachings of 
improper leadership so as to join together in worshipping God in spirit 
and in truth.145 The choice is ours; for we will indeed go in the direction 
of our focus. 

The Old Testament history of Israel ended in 722 B.C. when the 
Assyrians (an instrument of God’s judgment) under the direction of 
King Shalmaneser (possibly Sargon II was also involved) took the 
Northern kingdom into bondage. The nation (Ephraim) had been re-
peatedly warned by the prophets of the Lord to repent, yet having stayed 
upon their false worship and pagan practices; the judgment of God was 
sure and final. Note—the Lord will once again draw the nation of Israel 
unto Himself in the millennial reign; for although many of the Jews 
have repeatedly turned away from Him, He shall never turn away from 
His chosen people.146 The Lord warned the Southern kingdom of their 
wrongdoing when it was necessary, which was much less often than with 

141 1 Kings 12:25-33.
142 Proverbs 16:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-4.
143 2 Kings 18:1-6; 22:1-23:25; 2 Chronicles 29:1-36; 34:1-35:19.
144 Ephesians 4:14-32.
145 John 4:23, 24; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 6:6-19; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
146 Isaiah 2:1-4; 9:1-7; 11:1-16; Zechariah 14:1-21.
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Israel (Ephraim); blessing for appropriate behavior and bringing judg-
ment for inappropriate behavior. 

There is an important fact which the Lord in His infinite wisdom 
chose to reveal in His Word (the Scriptures). This fact is regarding 
whether or not kings of the Israelites (Jews) walked in a manner pleasing 
to the Lord, or not. Do you suppose that there is a reason why God 
chose the Biblical writers to note this behavior? Do you suppose an em-
phasis is being made as to weighing the motives of leadership, prior to 
following their lead? Personally I believe our awesome loving Lord is 
telling us something! The following will demonstrate the point I am 
attempting to make, for although some kings did evil, some yet did right 
in the sight of God; although the kings before them had not. Godly 
leadership is a matter of individual attitude and focus; devotion unto 
the Lord, or lack thereof, being the primary motivating factor. 

 
(Under Rehoboam) 1 Kings 14:22: And Judah did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy more 
than all that their fathers had done, with the sins which they 
committed. 

(Abijam) 1 Kings 15:3: And he walked in all the sins of his father 
which he had committed before him; and his heart was not 
wholly devoted to the LORD his God, like the heart of his 
father David. 

(Asa) 1 Kings 15:11: And Asa did what was right in the sight of 
the LORD, like David his father. 

(Nadab) 1 Kings 15:26: And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD, and walked in the way of his father and in his sin which 
he made Israel sin. 

(Baasha) 1 Kings 15:34: And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD, and walked in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which 
he made Israel sin. 

(Hezekiah) 2 Kings 18:3: And he did right in the sight of the 
LORD, according to all that his father David had done. 
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(Manasseh) 2 Kings 21:2: And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD, according to the abominations of the nations whom the 
LORD dispossessed before the sons of Israel. 

(Josiah) 2 Kings 22:2: And he did right in the sight of the LORD 
and walked in all the way of his father David, nor did he turn 
aside to the right or to the left. 

The aforementioned regarding kings of the Israelite nations, was to em-
phasize the outcome of blessing and/or judgment which comes forth 
from God. Please remember that God seeks the best for us, and in His 
abounding love He disciplines us when we are in need of repentance 
(turning back to God).147 Both nations (Israel / Ephraim and Judah) had 
reached positions of absolute disobedience within obstinacy prior to 
their being taken into bondage. In both nations: worship from the heart 
became virtually nonexistent, selfish seeking of financial gain took prece-
dence over loving one another, many speaking truth regarding God were 
hated even unto banishment or death (including Prophets); for devo-
tional worship of God became the last priority of most people’s lives.  

The detriment to believers walking with God has been a continued 
factor throughout history; for the repeated return to the ways of the 
world found within Israel of days long past is the behavior of most be-
lievers within our world today!148 When believers act the same as 
non-believing individuals (demeanor), something is very wrong; for 
where is the discipline and admonition of God which demonstrates the 
difference between light and darkness!149 Complacency, obstinacy, ob-
scurity, and blatant sexual immorality (fornication and adultery) have 
been present in abundance just prior to every major judgment upon hu-
mankind throughout Biblical history.150 Does this type of behavior seem 
abundantly present in the world today?151 The world would fall prey to 
destruction derived from evil influence and humankind’s wickedness 
right now, if it were not for the Lord who yet holds it all together (yet 

147 Psalm 118:1-29; Hebrews 12:4-11.
148 Revelation 3:14-22; Philippians 3:15-21.
149 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Romans 12:1-21.
150 examples - Genesis 6:5-13; 18:20-19:29.
151 Matthew 24:36-44.



restraining). He has only to remove His divine restraint and the end will 
come!152 Are we ready for Christ’s glorious appearing (return), or will 
we shrink back in shame should He come right now? The end is near; 
we must remain steadfast in our devotion and focus unto the Lord!153 

By study of the Old Testament kings and kingdoms, it can be ev-
idenced that when men (and women) throughout history have relied 
upon themselves for success, they may achieve it financially; yet at what 
cost spiritually. As believers, victory is found solely by God’s grace through 
faith; for the Lord is the victor and we are in Him!154 The nations of old 
had almost always gone astray from proper worship and love for God, 
once they became prosperous financially; for in most cases reliance upon 
the Lord was only in troubling times. This financial prosperity may have 
brought them independence in and of themselves within a context of 
secular standards, yet this type of independence is not unto freedom in 
Christ, but rather that which acts independently of God toward fleshly 
dominion.155 Too many believers (and churches) think that financial suc-
cess is the standard by which our existence is to be determined; yet this 
belief is not at all Biblical.156 The basis by which we will all give account 
is the standard of appropriately and morally walking by faith according 
to the Gospel; either loving and serving the Lord, or not.157 Do not be 
deceived my brothers and sisters, God is not mocked nor fooled, therefore 
we will all give account for what we have done; so we must be careful as 
to our focus and walk!158 While we gain perspective as to Biblical pros-
perity (spiritual; eternal); hopefully we will stay from foolish worldly 
views (physical; temporal) which end at the grave. 

In Perspective within the Body of Christ 
Note—So as to clarify differences between the Old Testament and New 
Testament; between the “Law” and “GRACE,” several aspects of the-
ology will be forthcoming. I have included these accounts of theology, 
in hopes of clarifying how many misunderstandings and presumptions 

152 Colossians 1:15-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:5-9.
153 1 John 2:28-3:24; 2 Corinthians 11:2, 3; Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 12:1-11.
154 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; 1 John 5:4, 5.
155 John 8:31-36; Romans 8:3-17; 2 Timothy 3:1-17.
156 1 Timothy 6:1-21.
157 Luke 11:17-28; John 12:34-50; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.
158 Romans 2:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:10-13; Titus 3:1-8; Ephesians 2:1-10; Philippians 2:12-18; 

Galatians 6:6-10.
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entered into aspects of the faith which should have remained simplistic. 
I am hopeful that this will not cause confusion, but rather allow better 
understanding as to the necessity to study the Gospel literally; with em-
phasis upon exegesis. A literal hermeneutic does not include parables; 
yet does include the book of Revelation. 

Having witnessed the behavior of old (times past) which was pleasing 
to the Lord, let us now place the standard into perspective within the 
Body of Christ, during this dispensation of “grace.” Many things have 
changed between the Old Testament Law and the New Testament doc-
trine of grace, except the love which God has desired from all who claim 
to know Him. Please consider a couple of differences which will assist 
us in better understanding that a change has truly occurred. This is of 
great importance, as to realize the changes between the dispensations 
of Law and grace allows us to walk within the standards of present-day 
Christianity. Please remember, figurative language is no longer to be 
used, therefore no more metaphors; but rather literal interpretations 
(John 16:25-33; 2 Peter 1:12-21).  
 
1. The Tithe - Law / Grace (different dispensations) : The tithe 

was according to the Law, for the purpose of sustaining the neces-
sities of those who served the Lord (Levites), at both the tent of 
meeting and temple (Numbers 18:1-32). Please also note that the 
Lord sought the best (first fruits) from His children, for this indicated 
their personal best which ought to be derived from love (Hosea 6:4-
11; Micah 6:1-8). Notice the following aspects for which the tithe 
was intended: 

The servants of the Lord were exactly that—“servants.” •
Serving the Lord was their inheritance, therefore 
demonstrating a blessing within the act of servanthood, and 
being sustained (having needs met) so as to serve undistracted 
(Numbers 18:20-24). 

In this case, the Levites did not have an inheritance of land ◦
as had the other eleven tribes received. Within this fact 
please note that they did not complain about this, for to 
truly love the Lord is to count servanthood unto Him as a 
tremendous blessing. 

The tithe was an act of stewardship. In this context, the tithe •
was to be gathered so as to supply the sustenance necessary for a 
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celebration unto the Lord (Deuteronomy 14:22-29). Also within 
this “act of stewardship,” we can note that the tithe was a 
demonstration of the believer’s love for God as they sought to 
save for the purpose of necessities and worship (religious); this 
derived from love for God and appreciation of what He had 
supplied (Numbers 18:26-32; cf. Genesis 14:18-24; 28:16-22; 
Deuteronomy 10:12-22).  

 
Although we are no longer under the Law, many seek to teach aspects 
of the Law (Levitical) as being appropriate when regarding—baptism 
in replacing circumcision, and the paying of the tithe (Galatians 3:10-
18; 4:21-31). Simply put—we are not under the Law; but rather under 
GRACE! Aspects of the Law do not apply to the Body of Christ; for the 
Law (designated religion of God) was for the Israelites during times of 
antiquity, so as to point them to Christ (Messiah) (Galatians 3:19-25; 
cf. Acts 26:4, 5). Although the tithe is taught to indicate that 10% is to 
be paid from the gross amount of one’s earnings, this is actually incor-
rect; even beyond the fact that the tithe is no longer valid. Attempting 
to attach gross earnings to sincerity of devotion to God is pathetic 
(Malachi 3:7-15)! In the context of Malachi’s time of prophecy (14 years 
after Nehemiah’s return to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, approximately 
430 B.C.), the nation was becoming smug (complacent; obstinate) in 
their physical prosperity. At this point, the inhabitants of Judah were 
no longer supporting the Levites in their servanthood to the Lord at 
the Temple. They were so busy doing for “self” that their dedications 
for God had grown cold. This is the context of “robbing God” as spoken 
of in the Malachi passages, yet this is currently spoken of within the 
Body of Christ regarding the tithe. Now as then, God still wants our 
sincere love, loyalty and devotion; so let’s place our emphasis back where 
it belongs!  

In time of antiquity, the Nation of Israel walked by sight within re-
ligion (Law); not by faith. Members of the Body of Christ are to walk 
by faith within a personal relationship with the Lord; not by sight from 
within religion. The Nation of Israel had a structural temple, where 
they went to worship the Lord; believers in the Body of Christ are the 
temple of the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17). Just as paying the tithe 
was to care for the structural temple, believers now are to care for the 
temple which is our bodies; this we do with reverence for God with 
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all sincerity of devotion, as this is appropriately based in our loving 
Him first and foremost! 

There is a huge difference between the Nation of Israel and the Body 
of Christ; as much a difference as between the Law and grace. If we are 
to pay a form of “tithe” (as it were) unto the Lord, then let our payment 
be in the form of: servanthood, proper care of our bodies, supplying the 
necessities of those who proclaim the Gospel, and thanksgiving unto our 
heavenly King! Please reference these Scriptures so as to realize distinc-
tive difference—1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; 5:12-24; 
2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 9:6-15; cf. Exodus 13:21, 22; 33:9-11. 

It is important to sustain the necessities of both those who with sin-
cerity of devotion serve the Lord, and those in need (cf. 1 Corinthians 
9:1-14; 1 John 3:16-18). If the truth of an individual’s fruits of giving 
demonstrates a seeking of prestige, riches or personal honor by one’s 
emphasized endeavors, then fleshly desire is at the center of attempt; 
not primary considerations regarding the edification and necessities of 
others or emphasis for God’s glory (1 Corinthians 10:23-33; 2 
Corinthians 4:7-18). If we look at the New Testament standard for giv-
ing, we will definitely notice a difference between this time period 
(dispensation) of grace and that which was of the dispensation of Law. 
The simple standard of giving from one’s heart, is evident throughout 
the New Testament, for God desires our devotion (Romans 12:1-3; 
Galatians 5:16-26; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12)! This giving from one’s heart 
was also evidenced prior to the written Law, as Abram gave freely to 
Melchizedek for service unto the Lord; this being from his heart, prior 
to the Mosaic or Levitical Laws!159 We give from our hearts pertaining 
to that which is of necessity (proclamation of Gospel truth; necessities 
of others, including church necessities); for if it is not in love, then 
unrighteous ulterior motives remain precedent! 

Please reference 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, then note the following stan-
dards: 
 

We will reap according to that which we sow. This standard is •
derived from the motives of the heart, for the proper attitude is 
focused upon giving; not receiving (2 Corinthians 9:6, 7; cf. 
Proverbs 11:23-28; 19:17; Luke 6:20-38). 

159 Genesis 14:18-24; cf. Hebrews 7:1-8:13.
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Verse 7 demonstrates that our giving is never to be derived from •
compulsion. This demonstrates that pestering for tithes and 
offerings is absolutely inappropriate, for those who love God 
will give from the heart. Love brings out the reality of truth in 
all such cases (ref. Luke 11:39-44)!  

 
Note—Any congregational leader who repeatedly requests (mentions) 
the tithe, is placing the membership under compulsion; thus they are 
actually sinning against the congregational members by violation of 
both standard and instruction! 

Please note that verses 8-15 place great emphasis upon •
accepting God’s grace for the purpose of appropriate giving: 
good and righteous deeds (vs. 8-10); endeavors of thanksgiving 
unto God (vs. 11, 12); fruits of the faith in accordance to God’s 
grace (vs. 13-15). Please understand that God’s indescribable 
gift in verse 15 is grace; not “stuff” (material things). One’s focus 
in matters such as this, demonstrates whom (God) or what 
(mammon) we truly seek and serve (cf. 1 Timothy 6:6-19; 
Matthew 6:19-34)! 

 
Note: In many church congregations today, we have something being 
taught which leads to—selfish giving. An example of taking Scripture 
out of context is when verses are being taught with the intent of seeking 
a personal financial increase to take precedence over the giving from 
one’s heart for the sake of the Gospel and others. Although the Lord 
does want us to have life in abundance, it is a shame that “life in abun-
dance” is generally taught to be a life of riches, luxury and/or prestige; 
vice a life of true worship and devotion unto God in spirit and in truth, 
as well as sincere trust in God. Too many congregations are taught that 
Job was wealthy and received back great riches after his ordeal with 
Satan; yet in the teaching, Job’s obedience and loyalty to God is rarely 
mentioned. Job was righteous more so than any other person on the 
planet; for this was derived from his trusting in God and being submis-
sive to God’s will. Job did not seek more “stuff,” but rather better 
submissive servanthood.160 The fact that God was the focus of Job is 
made evident by his continual seeking of God even when severely sick 

160 Job 1:1-8 (by example).
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and instructed by his wife to give up.161 It is evident that Job’s wife 
sought only comfort and material wealth from God, as do many?162 

From the following verses within the books of Mark and Luke, we 
can notice that increase is mentioned. The increase is more in regard 
to family and servanthood, than it is regarding riches. In the world today 
(church at Laodicea—cf. Revelation 3:14-18), too many have come to 
believe that riches is that which makes a believer successful; although 
riches mean nothing if one’s faith is weak at best. From these passages 
of Scripture, please note that part of the increase includes—persecutions. 
Although many believers focus upon riches within their confession of 
faith, most fail to consider the richness of serving God even in times of 
trouble. If a pastor was to speak blessing in persecution and tribulation, 
do you suppose the congregation would be eager to hear such teachings? 
Instead the emphasis upon giving within too many congregations is 
upon giving so as to receive back ten, fifty, a hundred, and even two 
hundred times what is given financially. In such cases, is the giving for 
the purpose of receiving back (selfish giving); or is the giving solely for 
the sake of proclamation of the Gospel, and the necessities of others? 
To give for the purpose of receiving is not from the heart of a cheerful 
giver, but rather from the superficial love of the world derived from an 
overabundant love of “self” (narcissism); i.e.—what’s in it for me. 
 

Mark 10:29-31: Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that 
he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal 
life. “But many who are first, will be last; and the last, first.” 

 
Luke 18:29, 30: And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or 
children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not re-
ceive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, 
eternal life.” 

161 Job 12:1-13:28.
162 Job 2:7-10 (by example).
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TITHE SUMMATION 

If our hearts are truly for God, we will desire to give not only our money 
but also our time so that none should perish; and this as our heart’s de-
sire is regarding salvation for the many.163 If we give as by compulsion 
from church leadership, then our supposed spiritual leaders have vio-
lated the Gospel and should speak less and study more.164 If we give 
expecting many fold back than we gave, then our motive is personal fi-
nancial glory; aloof doing all for the glory of God. If we give according 
to the Law regarding the tithe, we have need of learning how to accu-
rately handle the Word of Truth.165 

The tithe was nailed to the cross along with all other aspects of the 
Mosaic and Levitical Laws; for the “Law” was but a tutor, of which the 
tutorial ending at the cross!166 With the emphasis of the New Testament 
(and Bible in general) being that God desires our sincere reverent devo-
tion, why so great an emphasis placed upon a tithe which no longer exists! 
Can it be that most believers are deceived into serving mammon, as by 
the insidious proclamations of many church leaders who having been 
deceived continue forth deceiving the many!167 Why so much emphasis 
upon our money? Could it be because they (church leadership) cannot 
spend our heartfelt devotion! If Christian leadership would seek to ex-
pend heartfelt devotions, then we would work together as individual parts 
of the whole body, and this for the edification of all! Sound familiar?168 

The tithe is taught—as necessary; yet there is no Temple of God 
which is cared for by the Levites. Fancy buildings, prestige, comfort 
and the seeking of riches have become precedent in far too many con-
gregations within the Christian religion; this is not Christianity! Was 
individual comfort of believers ever intended by God to take precedence 
over proclamation of Gospel truth?169 Can we suppose the gifts (talents) 
given us by the Holy Spirit are to be expended within our congregations; 
or is it only the expenditure of our money which is desired? The point 
of—“we,” “us,” and “our” evidences the Gospel truth!170 

163 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Romans 10:1-11; cf. 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
164 1 Peter 5:1-11; Romans 2:17-29.
165 2 Timothy 2:1-23.
166 Galatians 2:1-4:11; specific emphasis 3:22-25.
167 1 Timothy 6:3-12; cf. Luke 12:15-34.
168 1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13; 14:26-40.
169 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
170 1 Corinthians 14:1-40.
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Please notice that in regard to giving back to the Lord, we give from 
that which He has given us; for without Him in our lives, we actually 
have nothing!171 Far too many supposed spiritual leaders tend to cause 
compulsion by their frequent mention of tithing in church; or they seek 
to eliminate “grudging giving” as by falsely promising God’s blessing 
upon godly men such as Abraham and Job to be available to all others. 
Just as the righteousness (seeking God with all devotion) of one indi-
vidual cannot be attributed to nor deliver any other human being, so 
also the blessing upon individuals by God cannot be claimed (coveted) 
by any other.172 The truth is plain to see; unless we are so deceived by 
the insidious work originated in the demonic realm that we no longer 
see clearly (total obscurity)!173 Some things are just this simple. 

Parable of the Talents 
Within the “parable of the talents” (Matthew 25:14-30), is an emphasis 
of how we utilize the “talents” which God has given us. The talents 
given to each believer are to be utilized for the edification and exultation 
(building up; uplifting) of all believers as a whole (cf. Ephesians 4:11-
16; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11), and for gathering others to obtain 
knowledge of Christ (cf. Matthew 12:25-30; Romans 12:1-21). 
 

It should be remembered, those who are led by the Holy Spirit •
are the legitimate children and servants of God; who walk in the 
light and can do nothing against the truth, as we are led by the 
Spirit of truth (John 14:15-21; 16:7-15; Romans 8:1-17). Those 
who are not led by the Holy Spirit are illegitimate children and 
not actual servants of God; therefore being held captive to 
deception and holding to but a concept of God, while being led 
and leading others as by spirits of deceit and error (John 8:39-
47; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 John 4:1-6). The former are led for the 
edification of the entire Body of Christ (church), whereas the 
latter are led for the purpose of spiritual tearing down and 
destroying.174 

 

171 John 15:1-17.
172 Ezekiel 14:12-23; cf. Exodus 20:17; Romans 7:7-12.
173 1 Peter 5:8-11; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
174 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
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The “talent” was a weight of measure, by which precious commodities 
were purchased, sold or obtained; the “talent” was a weight of 70.6 lbs. 
With this information in mind, let us consider that the “parable of the 
talents” is a parable of how we utilize the measure of blessing (anointing) 
which God has given us for the sake of others; which involves the 
spreading of the Gospel for the glory of God, as by His work (God-
given talents). 

Almost all sermons from the pulpit regarding the “parable of the 
talents,” involve money in one fashion or another. Why would you sup-
pose this is? Although the shekel was a common form of payment by 
most ordinary people, for the shekel was a weight of measure equaling 
11.7 grams; “talents” were utilized within this parable for a reason! I 
personally do not know any ordinary people who can afford to make 
payments of gold and silver in increments of 70.6 lbs. When payment 
was made utilizing “talents,” this occurred mainly between kings of dif-
ferent nations or those of extreme wealth. Was the bible written for 
only kings and those of extreme wealth? Absolutely not; quite the con-
trary (Matthew 19:23, 24)! This makes evident that the “parable of the 
talents” is not speaking of money, which is the teaching of those who 
serve mammon! 
 

Although the word “money” is utilized within the parable of the •
talents (v. 18), the purpose of its mention directly indicates 
investment of the Master’s gift of blessing (talents) for the sake 
of others! It is for this reason that talents not invested by lazy 
and wicked slaves will be given to others who realize the 
purpose for their having been rendered; thereby going forth 
actively to make the appropriate investments. 

 
The Lord has blessed us with those “talents” which He would have us 
utilize. Each of us can either use the blessings given us, or we can seek 
to hide them (ref. Matthew 25:25); which actually benefits no one. When 
we consider that wisdom and knowledge are derived from a reverent 
fear of God (Proverbs 1:7; 9:10), we can understand that the talents 
given us by God are indeed blessings rendered to us by God within a 
basis of faith and devotion. This would also explain why most sermons 
on the subject reference money, for many supposed spiritual leaders 
were never called by God; but rather by one’s own volition, usually for 
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the purpose of wealth, prestige or both. When a person is without the 
wisdom and knowledge regarding truth which comes only from God 
through devotional: faith, prayer, and handling accurately the Gospel; 
they generally will understand very little of the realistic truth revealed 
in Scripture. They will usually misunderstand Scripture, which leads 
them to most times take Scripture out of context, and generally consider 
the Body of Christ to be an offshoot of Israel; thereby utilizing Old 
Testament passages inappropriately (such as regarding the tithe). No 
one can serve God with any actual spiritual success, if money is the ob-
ject of their focus and intent (Titus 1:7-16). There are no exceptions 
(Matthew 6:19-24)!  

As believers, are we utilizing the talents given us by God for the pur-
pose of serving Him, or are we utilizing our fleshly talents (greed; 
idolatry) in an effort to serve ourselves? When emphasis is continually 
placed upon any reference of money and weights and measures within 
Scripture to be in reference to mammon, then the necessities of spiritual 
growth and discernment are seriously lacking; along with godly wisdom. 
The Lord has called us to walk by faith, thus spiritual discernment and 
appraisal are of absolute necessity in the study and instruction of 
Scripture; lest we miss or evade the point of God’s purposeful calling 
upon us (1 Corinthians 2:6-16; Jude 1:17-23; Romans 8:1-17, 24-28; 1 
Timothy 1:3-11). Please pray and consider carefully the information 
contained here, lest someone walking by sight (carnally minded)—in-
structs you to journey forth as they do! 

 
2. The Seeking of Vengeance / Repeated Forgiveness: Although 

many in the Old Testament sought the Lord’s vengeance to be upon 
their adversaries (examples - Psalm 35:1-7; 70:1-5); the New 
Testament calls us to be forgiving (Matthew 18:21-35), not vengeful 
(Romans 12:9-21). There are huge differences between the Old and 
New Testaments regarding vengeance and forgiveness; as there are 
also many other distinctive differences regarding other subjects! 
 

3. The Indwelling Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit empowered indi-
viduals in the Old Testament, for the purpose of servanthood in 
accordance to the specific of His will. Within the Old Testament, 
the Holy Spirit generally withdrew after the service was rendered; 
yet in the New Testament the Holy Spirit remains within all who 
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have received Him (legitimate children of God).175 When believers 
today criticize the Jews of the Old Testament as to the sin cycle 
which seemed prevalent, they have forgotten that we today have the 
convictions of the Holy Spirit within, which the Jews of antiquity 
did not generally have! The presence of the Holy Spirit within be-
lievers negates the necessity to have Him appear in any physical 
realm manifestation; for the signs He performed for the Jews were 
solely for them. The Israelites literally walked by sight in following 
God during their wilderness journeys; we follow the Lord by faith.176 
Huge difference! 

In Perspective to Theological Variations 
The purpose for this section of perspective is to demonstrate how many 
Scholars throughout history have gotten out on tangents away from the 
truth. Many of the “spiritual leaders” of old may have been sincere in 
their primary endeavors to better understand the Bible in proper context 
as revealed (inspired); yet understanding pertaining to the end result of 
their endeavors remains the imperative, for great emphasis is many times 
placed upon adherence to the teachings of former religious scholars, 
who may not have received the blessing of spiritual discernment and ap-
praisal. The maintained appropriate endeavors of many in seeking truth 
many times is not the case; as the spiritual poison of religious: doctrines, 
philosophies, precepts, traditions, and ideologies have led multitudes 
within actual Christianity away from freedom within truth, into the 
bondage of “religion.”177 It must be remembered that actual Christianity 
is all about a personal intimate relationship with the Lord; whereas the 
Christian religion (as with all religions) is founded within the insidious 
nature of religion itself (attempts to know God through fleshly means), 
which is the primary means by which Satan deceives the whole world! 
Considerable care must always be precedent pertaining to spiritual 
matters; for as humans we have no actual knowledge as to the actuality 
(truth or deception) within the heart of others, therefore we can make 
assumptions and yet never come to a basis of truth as to actual motives. 

175 examples - Isaiah 63:7-19; Exodus 31:1-11; Numbers 11:1-29; Judges 3:7-11; 6:1-40, spe-
cific vs. 34-40; 14:1-20, specific v. 6 ; Ephesians 1:1-23, specific vs. 13-17; 4:17-32, specific v. 
30; Hebrews 13:1-6.

176 Exodus 13:17-22; 33:7-11 / John 20:19-31; Ephesians 2:1-10.
177 Colossians 2:1-10; Jude 1:11-25.
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I am hopeful that illustration of some theological variations will dem-
onstrate how detrimental human reason and philosophies can be to the 
faith of many, when inappropriate human intellect not only attempts to 
explain God and/or the Gospel, but also passes the inappropriate onto 
others who believe it (darkness) to be the truth (light).178  

Please consider that many throughout history, have attempted to 
substitute human ideas and practices in place of the faith to which we 
are to walk. Many spiritual (religious) leaders becoming blinded within 
intellectual endeavors have led others to do the same. The blind leading 
the blind into nothing but trouble! As you read forth, please remember 
that God wants our love and devotion; for without absolute sincerity 
of love for Him, the rest does not matter. 

Scholastic Theology 
Scholastic Theology is a complex type of theology which was taught 
during the period of A.D. 1050-1517. This type of theology was scho-
lastic in nature because it was taught in schools and universities. As with 
most higher learning institutions, pride enters in where humility is war-
ranted; within this unfortunate fact, Christian religion universities and 
secular universities hold no distinction of difference. This then led to 
human intellect clouding the wisdom, understanding and knowledge 
which the Lord sought to give to believers.179 

Scholastic Theology was never truly Biblically based, nor did it have 
a clear first principle or principle source as a foundation from which to 
build. Because Scholastic Theology lacked Biblical principle; tradition, 
philosophy and mysticism were substituted for Scriptural truth. 
Scholastic Theology was without clarity, clear purpose or goal, which 
led to no actual conclusion or end result, this then leading to confusion; 
thus many of the separations caused by varying teachings within de-
nominations led forth by intellectual scholars.  

 The abundance of philosophical writings which transcended the 
dark ages, passing through this period of Scholastic Theology teachings, 
brought forth many endless and fruitless theories and discussions, which 
hindered spiritual growth and failed to bring glory to God. During the 
period of Scholastic Theology, many discussions took place which raised 

178 Isaiah 5:1-24.
179 Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; 15:29-33; Ecclesiastes 12:9-14; James 1:2-12.
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more questions than answers, and although elaborate systems of reason 
were formed providing background for the “Reformation Period,” man’s 
pride and supposed intellect increased causing proclaimed truths re-
garding the Gospel to become insidious and spiritually un-edifying. Far 
too many divisions were formed during the Scholastic Theology period; 
whereas the mandated unity of actual Christianity was badly obscured 
and damaged!180  

Lutheran Theology 
Martin Luther’s theology was instrumental in driving many philoso-
phies, traditions and unfruitful discussions back; so that Biblical truth 
could once again come forward; for Martin Luther was emphatic that 
Gospel truth must remain paramount! The Roman Catholic Church 
had brought forth a considerable lapse in Scriptural teaching, and the 
basis of Lutheran Theology was for a new appeal to return to the 
Scriptures by the principle of—justification by grace through faith. 

 One of the chief distinctions of Lutheran Theology was a need to 
distinguish between the Law and the Gospel. This was the basis of a 
sinner’s ability to be justified by God’s grace, separate from the Law, 
and according to the Lutheran doctrine of predestination to the faith 
through enslavement of one’s will. It was the ability to distinguish be-
tween Law and New Testament Scripture that Luther stated would 
either make or break the church. The principle of justification by grace 
through faith, remained the center of Lutheran Theology and doctrine 
during the Reformation Period, and has carried over even to this day. 

Lutheran Theology had a poorly developed doctrine of the church, 
due to entry into political alliances to avoid persecutions from the 
Roman Catholic Church. Although the Lutheran appeal to Scripture 
was commendable, many of their theologies were clouded by Luther’s 
personal experiences; therefore exhibiting aspects of conflict because 
of the inner battle with conscience to which Luther was prone. Luther 
could not understand how sinners could ever become right with God, 
so denied any aspect of man’s choice in salvation, rather insisting that 
God is the efficient cause of salvation. This is true as we are saved by 
grace through faith, yet Luther did not grasp well the Biblical account 
of God’s efficacious (effectual) grace which allows believers the strength 

180 Ephesians 4:1-32.
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and power to do the right thing.181 This aspect of Luther’s confusion 
may very well have come from the basis of human works aside of God’s 
grace, which is so prevalently taught in Roman Catholicism; from the 
foundation of which Luther never fully separated himself. “Religion” 
can in fact force ways and means of thinking, which are contrary to 
Biblical sound doctrine! Aspects of this will be illustrated later.  

The most important contribution by Lutheran Theology would have 
to be Luther’s great concern about pastoral teaching within the guide-
lines of—justification by grace through faith. Luther was adamant about 
the fact that man could in no way be right before God, and thus solely 
by God’s grace was a man justified. According to Lutheran Theology, 
baptism and the Eucharist are important factors necessary in addition 
to the Gospel for equipping individuals regarding salvation via the Holy 
Spirit. This carried forward to the baptism of infants, which supposedly 
produced faith in the infant and brought them to salvation. 
 
Personal Note—Luther’s belief regarding both water baptism and the 
Eucharist as holding importance in equipping individuals regarding sal-
vation, makes evident the religious poison which settles and many times 
remains within the spirit of individuals; when a firm stand is not main-
tained upon the only foundation of true Christianity—which is Christ 
Jesus!182 The elemental principles of the world (i.e. religion), apart from 
the personal relationship with God which is “Christianity,” causes dis-
traction of both focus and purpose; which forces forms of bondage 
within “religion,” where freedom within the personal relationship was 
proposed by God.183 

Protestant Scholasticism 
The period of Protestant Scholasticism, was a period productive to 
Evangelical Theology. Protestant Scholasticism utilized three formulas 
of unity: Belgic Confession, Heidelburg Catechism, and Canons of 
Dorte. These three brought forth doctrines beyond the doctrine of the 
Trinity and Apostles Creed, to include the doctrines of God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, and the church. 

181 Ephesians 2:4-10; 6:10-12.
182 1 Corinthians 3:1-15.
183 John 8:1-58; Hebrews 12:1-29.
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Protestant Scholasticism involved an impressive amount of work and 
was well defined by the desire to define religious principles more dis-
tinctly. It continued in the basic principle of “Sola Scriptura” (Scripture 
alone) as being authoritative, and thus accepted the same evangelical 
precepts taught by Luther and Calvin with one distinct difference—the 
Reformers confessed their beliefs, and the Protestant Scholastics be-
lieved their confessions. In Protestant Scholasticism, was it the Biblical 
truth which was made more distinct, or the doctrines of man? 

Because of the exceeding effort of the Protestant Scholastics to define 
truth within Scripture, a well-established theological vocabulary remains 
even to this day. The basic definitions designated by the Reformers, 
were expounded upon to demonstrate a further understanding into 
Biblical specifics—one of which is regeneration. The Protestant 
Scholastics went beyond the simple explanation of Calvin in his expla-
nation of “regeneration” being the entire process of renewal, to define 
“regeneration” as the instantaneous transformation of the sinner by the 
power of God. The expounded theological vocabulary of the Protestant 
Scholastics therefore took many general definitions in this manner, and 
with great effort emphasized more in-depth definitions. 

Although Protestant Scholasticism began with considerable conti-
nuity with the teachings from the Reformation Period and were 
catechetical in nature, they veered to discontinuity as the teachings be-
came more scientific in nature. As the teachings (doctrines and precepts) 
began to vary from that of the Reformers, they began to reach back 
toward the teachings of Thomas Aquinas. The two extreme reactions 
to Protestant Scholasticism were that either God was loved very much, 
or to such a diminished degree that He was not sought to be known at 
all. Unfortunately, further divisions occurred during the period of 
Protestant Scholasticism, which led to further divisional separations 
between distinct denominationalism!  
 
Personal Note—Two very important facts should be noted at this point: 
 

The truth of Scripture (Sola Scriptura) stands upon the merits of 1.
God’s righteousness!184 When this is not realized, attempts are 
made within the elemental teachings of humankind (i.e. religion) 

184 John 14:1-26.
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to establish righteousness apart from actual submission and 
subjection.185 

 
Christianity is founded upon “faith,” not “religion” (man’s emotional 2.
and intellectual: doctrines, precepts, traditions, and philosophies)!186 
Because this is a point of fact, it is the Holy Spirit (God) who renders 
wisdom, and leads us in understanding of truth; guiding us therefore 
to actual knowledge, servanthood, and righteous unity!187 

Pietism 
The Pietists and Rationalists both disdained from doing serious theo-
logical work. 

When efforts were exhibited to the extent that human philosophy 
was attempted to gain understanding, and synthesized philosophies were 
interchanged with revelation, the same extent of weakening within or-
thodoxy and the absoluteness of Scripture could be noted. The entrance 
of Biblical criticism undermined belief in Scripture, thus diminishing 
faith in revelation as historically true. The more reason was utilized in 
efforts to understand the truths of the Christian faith, the more human 
pride entered into the factors of reason and acceptance of truth. This 
increased reliance upon human intellect, led to philosophies of adher-
ence to only that understood by logic and the criterion of reason. As 
the Protestant Scholars progressed in their endeavors to obtain truth 
by human means, they degraded in understanding to the point that they 
no longer considered God to be involved in the reality of the world’s 
functions. They began to theorize that the universe was left to laws of 
nature, and thus nature and natural law were the paradigmatic bound-
aries of existence. From this way of thinking then came Deism, which 
was to say that nature and all dogma was now according to its reason-
ableness. Thus human reason takes precedence over Biblical truth. 

Because it is impossible for men to exempt the role of the mind in 
the process of knowing (ectypal knowledge) that which is apprehended 
and that which is actually real, we are forced to admit the active role of 
the mind in the process. This led the scholars to consider believers and 

185 Romans 10:1-21.
186 Hebrews 11:1-40.
187 John 14:16, 17; 15:26-16:1, 7-15; Romans 9:1-29; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 12:1-14:40; 

Ephesians 1:3-2:22; 2 Timothy 1:8-4:8.



non-believers to be availed the same extent of understanding. Because 
of this, the truth of Scripture as to the fear of the Lord being the be-
ginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7) and wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), 
became tainted by human reason.  

The two extremes can be noted to have occurred by the initial love 
of the Lord, vice the foolishness of man. To love the Lord with the es-
sence of our being is the calling of all Christians, and to stand firm in 
Scripture to show ourselves approved is a necessity if we are to abstain 
from drifting from the truth. When the Pietists remained silent upon 
the Rationalists insistence of seeking spiritual truths from the logic and 
reason of man, the extreme of failing to look to the Lord became pre-
dominant and ran rampant during the period of Protestant 
Scholasticism. The prideful ways of man took precedence over humility 
of the faith; which became the epitome of walking by sight within the 
Christian religion! As can be noted, this created an edification detriment 
from past “faith” based endeavors! 
 
Personal Note—In my opinion, Higher Criticism has no place in our 
endeavors to study Scripture and seek Biblical truth, and is therefore 
not legitimate. Because of the way Higher Criticism undermines 
Scripture by saying it is but a human product or postulate, it destroys 
potential within the trust a believer should maintain both in the Lord 
and revelation (that which He has revealed). As orthodoxy planted the 
seeds of reliance upon reason and human understanding, the scholars 
(theologians) began to drift farther from Scripture as they relied more 
upon the studied results of their own reason and logic. This led to or-
thodoxy being hindered rather than strengthened, because faith took 
second place to man’s perceptions. This was then becoming a state of 
confusion, much as had occurred when the Pharisees continually added 
to the oral law until it was no longer understandable. Human reason 
unto complete religious confusion; leading to the masses` concept of 
walking by faith, being solely of conjecture and assumption! 

The discourse of this specific within the Christian religion became 
one of reason. The pulpit of teaching became a lectern from which all 
proclamations would be left to the consideration and acceptance of the 
listener. This led to failure in acceptance of God and His Word being 
the basis of truth, as logic was no longer considered part of God’s created 
order. Because God’s word although open to investigation is not open 
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to human prideful criticism, “Higher Criticism” is nothing less than a 
prideful form of interference and distraction! It fills the endeavors of 
individuals with errors which remain blindly hidden from consideration, 
and leads to reconstruction and reformation (manipulation) of Scripture; 
to fit the foolishness of human reason and interpretation.188  

To hold solely to that which is acknowledged by the rules of logic is 
to attempt understanding of the spiritual realm through physical reason; 
although the reality is spiritually discerned and appraised! This in itself 
violates the principles of the Christian faith; for the logic of the flesh, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit are diametrically opposed to one 
another.189 For this reason, I personally believe that “Higher Criticism” 
has no place in our endeavors to seek truth. Attempting to criticize 
Scripture and bring it into the physical realm of reason and logic is to 
walk by sight and not by faith; for within this, trust is placed in one’s 
own efforts rather than in the Lord! To maintain the arrogance of think-
ing the truth of Scripture is subject to our criticisms as to its factual 
content, is to insulate ourselves from receiving the true wisdom and 
knowledge of God’s Word granted by His grace.  

Pietism had initially attempted a separation from councils of reason, 
for the purpose of purity in doctrine. They began to place emphasis 
upon “Collegia Pietatis” or the need to embrace small group meetings 
for the purpose of study and prayer. It was within the many small groups 
apart from the institution of the church as a whole, that the seeds of 
the Pietistic movement were sown and grew in strength. Within the 
small groups the emphasis was to strengthen one another in study of 
the Gospel. This then went further with emphasis being placed upon 
practicing the lifestyle centered upon one’s faith; within this seeking to 
emulate the righteousness of God, as by following certain aspects of 
the Law. As time progressed within the Pietist movement, they sought 
to distance themselves from church history and thereby the traditions 
which had caused harm and led so many to worship by “rote.” In their 
emphasis being now upon policing oneself according to the moral stan-
dards of the Law; this in and of oneself; the Pietists were drawing farther 
from the grace of God necessary for victory within the faith.190 This 

188 2 Peter 1:12-21.
189 John 3:1-21; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
190 1 John 5:1-5.
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then led to the Pietists seeking separation from all controversial matters, 
which is seeking a basis of purity by separation much as had the Zealots 
of old. It was due to this emphasis by the Pietists, that the Rationalist 
movement ran so rampant and caused such harm during the 17th and 
18th centuries, when the characteristics of the enlightenment and the 
basis of logic and reason continued un-hindered.  

With the Pietists staying from any controversies involving the 
Christian religion because of the precedence of foolish human pride to 
which they held, considerable harm was caused by disunity within many 
groups of believers. Failures of believers to speak the truth in love, 
and/or tangential controversies, remain factors of spiritual defeat within 
the Christian religion even to this day. As the Pietists sought further to 
stay from controversies of any kind, the end result was that they sought 
to proclaim only easily understood Scriptures (clarity in preaching), 
which led to an overall weakening of their in-depth understanding of 
Scripture and purity of devotion which had initially been their intent. 
This then caused division within the movement, which demonstrates 
how good intentions go astray once focus upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
(first love) has diminished. This demonstrates how many throughout 
history have sought Gospel truth, yet gone astray because they refused 
to remain founded upon truth, or they just give up and go with the 
flow.191 Do we notice weakness in words from the pulpit today? Do we 
notice most believers going with the flow, although the flow is going 
further into the realm of religious doctrine and philosophy? 
 
Personal Note—To gain considerably more understanding of the afore-
mentioned statements and that which follows within - Fundamentalism, 
it must be remembered that actual “Christianity,” and the “Christian 
religion,” hold differences to the extent of day (light) and night (dark-
ness); respectively! With “religion” taking precedence over “the Way” 
within the majority of those claiming to know Jesus, since the second 
century A.D., most endeavors within controversy have, and continue to 
involve argumentation regarding the teachings of man. As Biblical truth 
stands upon its own merits within the reality of the Lord (way, truth, 
and life—John 14:6), argumentation, debates and controversies are futile 
attempts in the flesh, by those void of spiritual discernment; thus being 

191 1 Timothy 1:18, 19.
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the endeavors of those who feel need to prove a point of spiritual 
matters, while yet ignorantly remaining in the flesh!192 

When individuals or groups seek to love and worship the Lord, aloof 
the foolishness of religion, attacks from spiritual forces of evil are certain 
to come forth. When the individual or group attempts to fight the battle 
within the physical realm as by intellect or convictional reason, they in 
fact seek a victory as by the merits and strengths of humankind; under 
the influential leadership of evil forces; thus they are led to distraction 
and defeat, vice the wisdom and strength of the Lord which leads to 
undistracted focus and victory.193 The reality of this matter is proven 
by the fact of humankind’s attempts to bring forth conviction and 
growth, although both (conviction and growth) are the work of God 
Himself!194 With actual knowledge of this fact as by discernment from 
the Holy Spirit, true Christians who serve the Lord simply speak the 
truth in love; staying from attempts to do God’s personal work, thus 
argumentation and fleshly debates are not an option.195 The reality re-
mains that we may plant and water the seeds of Gospel truth; but God 
brings forth the growth, within those willing to receive the blessing!  

Fundamentalism  
Although it is a way in which to approach and do theology, and it is de-
signed to maintain the fundamentals of the Christian faith in seeking 
truth, it is not a theology in itself as seen by the possible origins of its 
name and the fact that it is trans-denominational. Being trans-denomi-
national is a good thing, for the Fundamentalist movement was intended 
to return to the fundamentals of Gospel truth without the hindrance of 
the manmade doctrine which caused division where unity was to prevail. 
On far too many occasions when controversy arose regarding Christianity, 
men of the faith turned from one another to follow their own rendition 
of the Gospel. The Fundamentalist movement sought to return to the 
basics of Gospel truth, which led to a literal interpretation of Scripture; 
this being the only acceptable means.196 The New Testament Gospel 
speaks for itself, and is realized only by the guidance of the Holy Spirit197 

192 2 Timothy 2:14-19.
193 Ephesians 6:10-18; Hebrews 12:1-29.
194 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; John 15:18-16:15.
195 Philippians 1:1-2:18; Ephesians 4:1-32.
196 John 16:16-33.
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The name “fundamentalism” has been traced back to several possible 
sources, which are: 

 
1. Northern Presbyterian Church general assemblies of 1910, 1916, 

and 1923. It was from these assemblies, that record was made of these 
five doctrines of the Christian religion as being fundamentals of 
truth, which became known as the five fundamentals: 

The adherence to Scripture. •
The virgin birth of Christ. •
The vicarious substitutionary atonement of Christ on the cross. •
The bodily resurrection of Christ. •
The miracles of Christ. •

 
2. Twelve books of essential doctrines written by evangelical scholars 

during the years 1910-1912, which published articles defending the 
basic doctrines of the Christian religion. 

 
3. The World Fundamentals Association, which was formed in the year 

1919 and held to nine association fundamental teachings; which 
were: 

The inspirations and truths of Scripture. •
The triune God. •
The deity and virgin birth of Christ. •
The literal creation and fall of man. •
The substitutionary atonement. •
The bodily resurrection and ascension of Christ.  •
The regeneration of believers by the Holy Spirit. •
The personal imminent return of Christ. •
The resurrection of humanity to either eternal life or eternal •
spiritual death. 

 
These sources all participated in making emphasis upon the doctrines 
of the common religion known as Christianity. Because each of the 
aforementioned sources participated in reaction to the Liberalism and 
Modernism theologies that were leading Orthodox Protestant believers 
away from historic Christian parameters of the faith; fundamentalism 

197 Hebrews 4:1-16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
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is a movement of basic essential truth of the Christian faith; therefore 
not a particular theology. 

It is unfortunate that many denominations throughout the years 
have veered from the path of understanding granted by God, and have 
ventured to the realm of human reason and theory in attempts to un-
derstand spiritual matters in the physical realm. For generations, the 
Roman Catholic Church has taken it upon itself to consider the Bible 
fallible (liable to be erroneous) and thus seek the wisdom (foolishness) 
of man to add supposed necessities of understanding to the Scriptures, 
which renders human reason as to the necessity for tradition.  
 
Personal Note—From my knowledge of God (in accordance to His 
grace); He is totally awesome and doesn’t need man to verify, justify, or 
render renditions as to the truth which remains the fundamental of the 
faith.198 Are traditions added to replace our failures in understanding 
the Gospel? Which takes precedence in the church today, traditions 
and religious precepts; or the in-depth study of Scripture in accordance 
to the spiritual teaching, discernment, and ability to appraise which are 
directly from the Lord?199  

Although theology is considered necessary to better grasp the es-
sential meanings of God’s Word, and better explain the fundamentals 
of the Christian religion to those lacking spiritual discernment, it re-
mains a fact that spiritual discernment is necessary if theologians are to 
understand the truth themselves, prior to teaching others. Just as the 
Roman Catholic Church looked to themselves as having the answer 
rather than to God to supply the answers, so also did Liberalists and 
many other religious organizations as they became autonomous. When 
this occurs, theology becomes a matter of anthropology and psychology 
rather than a means of ascertaining spiritually based truth. A basis of 
moral instinct takes precedence over spiritual discernment, which leads 
to a basis of authority being centered upon human intellect. Because of 
this prevalent notion of man holding a basis of truth as needed in ad-
dition to the truth which is Christ and the Gospel, and the fact that this 
notion has invaded many portions of the Christian church in general, 
the necessity of returning to the fundamentals remains essential!200 

198 Ephesians 3:1-21; James 1:2-12; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
199 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-4.



The way in which the Fundamentalist movement came about in the 
latter nineteenth and early twentieth century, is in no way a surprise to 
me. With: the world running to sin and depravity as it has in the last 
one hundred years even more so then in times prior, the way in which 
man’s reason and theories have taken precedence over the pure truth 
of Scripture, the fact that we were warned in advance that these things 
would occur with yet fewer paying heed; and the reality of the following 
Scriptural verses and the urgency to return to the fundamentals of the 
faith becomes critical.201 
 

1 Timothy 4:6-11: In pointing out these things to the brethren, 
you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished 
on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you 
have been following. But have nothing to do with worldly 
fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is 
only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, 
since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to 
come. It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance. 
For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our 
hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially 
of believers. Prescribe and teach these things. 

 
Why did the Fundamentalist movement arrive in force during the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century? I would tend to think that it 
was destined to do so by a gracious, loving, concerned and patient Lord 
whom seeks the darkness of our age to come to the light of truth which 
is found in Christ!202 As always, God’s timing is perfect! 

Fundamentalism originated as a reactionary rebuttal to defend the 
Christian faith against the modernism and liberal theology which was 
sweeping the nation in the early twentieth century. Liberal and modern 
theologies of the time were centering upon human reason and intellect 
to force their points of concern upon the church, and by doing so were 
actually damaging the church. The intervention with intellectual 

200 John 14:6; Hebrews 12:1-3.
201 Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 Timothy 6:20, 21; 2 Timothy 2:11-19.
202 John 3:9-21; 12:37-50.
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responses was not important to the Fundamentalists, because they stayed 
their priorities upon preserving unity within the body of believers, evan-
gelizing and reaching the lost. The Fundamentalist movement led to a 
reverse in the higher educational pursuits continued from the Scholastic 
time period, and an increase in Biblical colleges and seminaries. 

By taking on an anti-intellectual Biblically based standard of teaching, 
the Fundamentalists caused an influx of Christianity in the United States, 
yet staying from figurative language which out of the norm historically 
identified strongly with Dispensationalist eschatology. This allowed a 
much better understanding of the Bible, for a literal understandable her-
meneutic was now deemed probable. Fundamentalism was emphatic in 
their standing on the authority and integrity of the Scriptures, while 
others sought to undermine the Bible and its origins. Fundamentalists 
while under great opposition went on record defending and maintaining 
that the Bible was the Word of God, and argued the coherency and in-
tegrity of the Scriptures. This endeavor led to maintained doctrinal 
teachings among several denominations, even to this day.  
 
Personal Note—For the purpose of better understanding, both with 
the aforementioned and that which is found within aspects of theology 
which follows, it should be remembered what was of mention in pre-
vious notations regarding attempts to do God’s work as by conviction 
and debates. With the things of the flesh and the things of the Spirit 
being opposed one to the other, attempts to prove the latter to those 
who walk according to the flesh is both futile and unwarranted. With 
the primary step of spiritual discernment (wisdom, understanding and 
knowledge from God) being sincere devotion (reverence) for the Lord, 
it is actually foolish to argue, debate, or be otherwise reactionary in sit-
uations regarding the faith; for actual sincere devotion regarding the 
Lord must come from within the individual, and can never be installed 
or instigated by another!  

This fact remains a point of ignorance within the masses; demon-
strated by the fruitless endeavors throughout history to install measures 
of faith as by human effort! The Lord our Creator gave to each a meas-
ure of faith, to stay all from arrogance within endeavors of faith; thus if 
His measure of faith is not utilized by individuals, it is foolish to believe 
that we (as humans) could construct a foundation of faith which will be 
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utilized.203 This proves the difference between “the Way” and the 
“Christian religion”; for “the Way” is all about the Lord as through a 
personal relationship founded within the measure of faith He has lov-
ingly rendered and actuated, whereas the “Christian religion” is all about 
religious matters which feeds human emotion as by mimic, emulation, 
and rote (carnality).204 It is due the desires of the flesh, and the way 
those desires are fed by religiosity, that “religion” far surpasses “personal 
relationships” in matters pertaining to the Lord; leading to the disunity 
which is so prevalent, as individuals seek to prove a point, while jour-
neying further into the realms of pride and arrogance, which then leads 
to an illusionary state of walking by sight, while within matters suppos-
edly of the faith.205  

Within the 2 Corinthians 5:1-13 passages, two specifics should be 
noted: 
 

The former pride of mention (proud) (v. 12) is not the boastful 1.
(superficial; selfish) pride of life which is sinful, but rather a good 
form of pride which is appreciative (sincerely) of sound efforts in 
speaking the Gospel truth in love, against all adversity, with 
gentleness and patience; whereas the latter mention of pride in the 
same verse demonstrates the pride which is of the flesh.206 

 
The persuasion of mention (v. 11) does not indicate that Paul was 2.
actually within himself attempting to persuade as by conviction, but 
rather that the Gospel truth was persuasive within those whose 
sincere endeavors were to know the Lord their Creator. When a 
human being’s spirit has been prepared by God, the door for 
ministry of truth is opened as by His having drawn and taught the 
individual.207 When the door to a person’s spirit has not been 
opened as by God’s drawing and teaching upon them, then 
persuasion must be forceful; which never actually leads persons to 
believe, but rather takes them and holds them in bondage to the 
insidious nature of religion. 

203 Romans 12:1-21.
204 Isaiah 29:13-24.
205 2 Corinthians 5:1-13.
206 cf. Colossians 3:5-17.
207 John 6:44, 45.
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It is due to the persuasive attempts by man within the insidious-•
ness of religion, that many throughout history have become 
calloused into believing a relationship with God to be: confus-
ing, ritualistic, one sided, and difficult; although in reality, only 
religion itself fits within the parameters of the aforementioned 
traits, which causes harshness and spiritual detriment.  
When the Lord draws individuals, He draws them to enter into •
a sincerely intimate personal relationship with Him; where love, 
forgiveness, and cleansing remain precedent at all times. This is 
why the actual ministry of Christianity is one of “reconcili-
ation,” not one of: doctrines, precepts, traditions, philosophies, 
rituals, and forceful rules; for the former is spiritually soothing 
and edifying, whereas the latter is but a physical realm (reli-
gious) emulated mimic.208 
With knowledge of the fact that “religion” is the primary •
means by which Satan deceives the whole world, it becomes 
understandable why religion causes callousness to the human 
heart, and poisons the human spirit; for it is instigated by 
forces of evil! This is the reason why multitudes throughout 
history have been pushed further from the Lord because of 
religion, when their initial intent was to draw closer to Him; 
for “religion” institutes harlotry and intellectualism, thereby 
deceptively proclaiming fleshly efforts to be the appropriate 
path to God.  
Only those who have an actual personal relation with (led by) •
God are the legitimate children of God, whereas religious 
individuals are illegitimate children and not sons and 
daughters! This is evinced by the lasting changed lives within 
the righteousness of God among those who are His children, 
whereas only short term conceptual changes come forth among 
religious individuals. The children of God submit to His 
righteousness, with understanding that actual faith must never 
be emphatically proven; whereas religious individuals 
constantly attempt to establish their own righteousness, while 
also continually attempting to prove their faith in one fashion 
or another.209  

208 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
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Dispensational Theology 
Dispensation Theology increased emphasis upon a literal hermeneutic 
necessary for a better Biblical interpretation. This was important to 
combat the allegorical tendencies of some millennial interpreters, as it 
pointed out the errors of spiritualizing the prophetic passages of the 
Old Testament that had forms of literal fulfillment. This theology pro-
vided new teachings on the literal bodily return of Christ, to emphasize 
that the event of Christ’s second coming will not be solely a spiritual 
event, but will actually be a time when He will rule and reign upon the 
earth in physical form.210  

Dispensation Theology provided renewed emphasis upon prophecy 
with considerable eschagentical labor and insight. These efforts helped 
to close the differences between various millennial schemes, since the 
earlier portions of the twentieth century. Dispensational Theology 
increased emphasis upon Bible study and evangelism of God’s Word, 
teaching Bible students within Dispensationalism to reach out with 
increased teachings which have been beneficial to the entire church. 
Dispensationalism being a prominent system within many evangelical 
churches today, has added considerable adherence and influence to 
the church, while providing numerous institutions and texts to help 
lay Christians to increase in their knowledge of God’s Word. 
Dispensationalism had remained active rather than passive in their 
endeavors to increase the proper teachings within the church, and had 
placed emphasis upon self-evaluation to maintain necessary correc-
tions within their teachings. Dispensational Theology holds closely 
to the seeking of combined truth, which is the basis of Systematic 
Theology—which asks “what is true about _____?” As Systematic 
Theology seeks the entire truth as by the gathering and correlation 
of many individual truths (in context), so also does the Dispensational 
perspective of Bible investigation. This is the reason a “literal her-
meneutic” is so very important, lest figurative language diminish 
understanding and potential spiritual growth. 

The literal hermeneutic often opposes the reformation principle of 
the analogy of faith. This occurs when the literal interpretation gains 
understanding and answers in a physical (literal) sense, which the 

209 Romans 10:1-11; Colossians 2:1-23; Hebrews 12:1-11.
210 Revelation 19:11-20:3.
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reformation principle seeks to ascertain with a spiritualization of certain 
Scriptural passages. From this form of forced literal hermeneutics, 
comes understanding into events of eschatology. The “end times” are 
not simply spiritual warnings, but rather will occur literally (Jacob’s 
trouble) worse so than the world has ever known!211 

Reformed Theology (Calvinism) 
The covenant is essential and foundational to Reformed theology, as 
God said He would be our God and we will be His people. This cov-
enant relationship between God and the church (whether Jew or 
Gentile) allows the balance of the eminence (reminder of the 
Creator/creature relationship) and the transcendence (Creator/creature 
distinction) of God to be known and foundational to all learning en-
deavors within the Christian religion. This Reformed Theology 
covenant is a spiritual continuation of the Abrahamic Covenant. 

The covenant which God made with his creatures (humankind) is 
the single most characterized notion of Reformed Theology. The cov-
enant which God made at the forefront of His redemptive plan remains 
the central basis of Reformed Theology studies, as this demonstrates 
God’s intricate plan of love and grace. This characteristic of Reformed 
Theology maintains that there is no basis of human experience apart 
from God’s eternal decree, as our very existence is ordained from the 
Lord. This characteristic of Reformed Theology illustrates our foun-
dation as God’s creatures to be based within His sovereignty, as our 
existence is that which has been decreed by God. His sovereignty is the 
basis of our genuine free action, according to Reformed Theology.  

The relation between God and His creatures has been covenanted 
through the agreement that He will be our God, and we will be His 
children. Through Adam and his actions in the Garden of Eden, all 
have sinned and therefore have become covenant breakers, yet through 
Christ all who accept Him have been given the ability to be covenant 
keepers.212 The basis of the relationship between God and His creatures 
remains that of an I/you covenant, because we must do our part to be 
His children as He in His infinite mercy and grace has always been our 
God.213 The emphasis on grace within Reformed Theology, maintains 

211 Revelation 1:1-3; Jeremiah 30:1-11; Matthew 24:4-28.
212 Romans 5:12-21.
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that we possess nothing that we have not received from the hand of 
God. This characteristic of the theology greatly reiterates that the 
Covenant of Grace comes with the responsibility—that as the people 
of God we must be accepting of God’s grace by accepting Christ by 
faith, hope and love. This characteristic focuses closely upon the un-
folding of God’s plan of redemption which has been fulfilled, and 
provides coherence of Reformed Theology because its internal move-
ment is based upon the combined covenants of Scripture. 
 
Note—Confusion arises within Reformed Theology, as they claim we 
have no actions apart from God’s sovereign decree, yet also stating we 
must do our part to be His children. 

The Word of God is central in all things that we do within the faith, 
whether it is praise, worship, evangelizing, preaching, teaching, proph-
esying, etc. The way in which Reformed Theology relates to other forms 
of theology, is best summed up by Warfield when he said that the dif-
ference is by degree, not kind. Reformed theology seeks to examine the 
fabric of Scripture which already exists, to inherently discover the system 
which is embedded throughout. Reformed Theology (Calvinism) seeks 
to embrace and help all other types of theology to be more consistent 
in their findings and theories, so they may achieve a more thorough 
foundation from which to further ascertain the strengths of their own 
system of theology, by better understanding the covenant which em-
braces all people.  
 
Note: The immediate aforementioned paragraph is a basis of what 
Reformed Theology claims of itself. Although this form of theology 
claims to be fully developed, it yet attempts to spiritualize aspects of 
eschatology, as this is the only way to justify its doctrine. Anytime a 
theology gets aloof of literal interpretations of prophesy, the trouble 
arises of—“who will interpret the metaphor?” Although this form of 
reason leads to adherence to one’s own interpretation, and the potential 
of building a pedestal from which to teach; tangents away from the 
narrow path of truth will generally be the end result, as focus derived 
from doctrine takes precedence over focus upon the author and per-
fecter of our faith!  

213 Romans 14:1-12; Philippians 2:5-18.
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CALVINISM—A CERTAIN ASPECT 

The “World and Life View” of Calvinism, is to say that all life is reli-
gious and should be developed under the Lordship of Christ. Calvinism 
sees the two realms of the world and the Christian religion to be com-
plimentary of one another, and considers both to be legitimized by the 
Spirit of God. This view brings a mandate that the reformation of all 
life within the culture of Christian religious development is as impor-
tant as saving souls, because God’s intent is to redeem the entirety of 
creation. 

According to this philosophy within the scope of Calvinism, a process 
of changed thinking should occur within every individual at some point 
in their lives, as they are inspired to do so by the Spirit of God. Calvinists 
believe that all persons will achieve this changed way of thinking, no 
matter what realm of thought and deed they may choose to dwell within, 
as the realm of living and the realm of Christian religious thought will 
complement each other, leading to the end result of the reformation of 
one’s whole life both physical and spiritual. 

Roman Catholic Views—Scripture and Tradition 
The Catholic Church implemented what they called “implicit faith” 
which made emphasis that only church (Catholic) leadership need have 
a profound understanding of the Gospel; ordinary church members 
have only to believe the teachings of the leadership. This is the first 
step (ordinary believers) in being held to a weak faith, and potentially 
led astray by false teaching.214 The Roman Catholic Diocese attempts 
to put themselves in the position of placing anointing, whereas actual 
instructional anointing is the work of the Holy Spirit.215 By members 
of the Roman Catholic Church following the teachings of the Diocese 
without question or doubt while failing to test all things by Scripture, 
they leave themselves open to false teachings and a manipulation of the 
Scriptures, which then leads to being further deceived, as they do not 
progress past the milk of a babe (spiritually); yet this is to be expected 
within “religion” which was never founded upon the reality of God, as 
its foundations were always of paganisms of antiquity!216 The truth 

214 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 John 4:1.
215 John 14:21-26; 1 John 2:20, 27.
216 Hebrews 5:11-14; 2 Timothy 3:13-17.
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(reality) of the Scriptures received by those who truly love the Lord, is 
a gift from God both through His Spirit and His Word.217 When an 
organization attempts to place themselves in authority as to what is 
taught and perceived, they actually do nothing less than interfere with 
the anointed teaching of the Holy Spirit, whom they claim to serve.218 
As long as the focus of individuals remains upon other human beings 
and their teachings, submission will fail to come forth unto the Lord; 
thus the author and perfecter of faith (Jesus; God) is unable to render 
masterful leadership! The Lord does not guide us, when we insist on 
being in the lead position, or leave the Lord behind as we follow other 
human beings or religions! Please remember—Christianity is the reality 
of God both willing and working for His own good pleasure in devo-
tional individuals; devotion for God, and no one or nothing else when 
pertaining to “faith” and “trust” regarding eternity! 

The Vatican II council which is also known as the Twenty-first 
Ecumenical Church Council, in attempts to reunite the church, con-
vened from A.D. 1963 to 1965 under the direction of Pope Paul VI. 
The greatest concern of the meeting was to eliminate the barrier caused 
by the Roman Catholic Church’s standing on tradition, and its impor-
tance as necessary for the revelation of Scripture. The Roman Catholic’s 
dogmatic standing as tradition being necessary in the constitution of 
divine revelation, taught that reason and faith were the two sources of 
knowledge necessary to form an understanding of “Special Revelation.” 
The church maintained that “Natural Revelation” was supplemented 
by “Special Revelation,” yet agreed that the two sources of knowledge 
(reason and faith) were actually two aspects of a single source of rev-
elation, and must therefore be interpreted by the teaching office of the 
church; if continuity was to be provided. Please remember—the actual 
church is the “Body of Christ”; which remains foundational to God 
Himself, abiding and endeavoring within “truth” (Way, “truth” and the 
life; Jesus—John 14:6, 7) without compromise, variation or excuse!219 

The findings of the council then affirmed that both tradition and 
revelation form “one sacred deposit of the Word of God,” and inter-
pretation should concentrate on the revelation that both the Scriptures 

217 2 Timothy 2:1-26; James 1:17, 18; Hebrews 4:11-16.
218 John 14:15-21; 15:1-17.
219 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4, 13-15.
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and tradition give to ensure unity of the two. In accordance with these 
findings, the Vatican II council agreed that all teaching and Special 
Revelation must be interpreted by the church council and teaching of-
fice, as this was too complex for the normal individual believer to 
understand. The findings of the Roman Catholic Vatican II council, in-
evitably led to a considerable diversity in interpretation, as they sought 
to break the barriers within the Christian religion church. Does this 
behavior remind you of the Pharisees? 

The tradition which is so highly emphasized by the Roman Catholic 
Church is very possibly the prevalent factor within the Catholic specific 
of the Christian religion that forsakes the ways of the Lord, whom (God) 
alone allows freedom from religious bondage.220 By God’s grace, the 
study of Scripture can literally in itself (living and active) change our 
lives; whereas the precepts and traditions of man cannot!  
 
Personal Note: I know many wonderful folks who are Catholic. Several 
have turned away from Catholicism unto simple devotion to Christ, 
upon having come to knowledge of the truth! Many were confused for 
years as to why tradition and ritual took precedence over Scripture, and 
coming to realize there was no good reason, they turned away from the 
inappropriate so as to gain the blessing of illumination from the Holy 
Spirit. The fact that the Roman Catholic Church intentionally stayed 
their followers from personally reading and studying of the Gospel 
should have been a warning sign! When someone says they alone can 
understand that which God gave to each of us, this then begins the dark 
journey of pride and arrogance within religion. Our Lord wants our 
loyalty and devotion! Please do not be deceived into thinking organi-
zations can draw us closer to the Lord; for intimacy within the 
relationship is accomplished by God’s divine work and grace, and is a 
matter for individuals; not organizations! It is amazing how many cen-
turies and council meetings later, the Roman Catholic Diocese yet 
always places emphasis back upon itself; this derived from their never 
knowing or focusing upon the Jesus of the Bible, who is the author and 
perfecter of actual “faith!” More regarding this matter and the truth re-
garding the variations and compromise of Catholicism is discussed in 
chapter eight (General Information).  

220 John 8:31-58; Matthew 15:1-9; Colossians 2:8.
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Protestant Traditions 
The role tradition plays in Protestant churches, is one of reiteration for 
the purpose of passing down the rites, customs and doctrines of the de-
nominational religion from generation to generation; to affirm what is 
considered proper acts of worship. The Protestant view of tradition is 
far from the Roman Catholic view, as the Roman Catholic view em-
phasizes the necessity of church tradition in determining what those of 
the religion are to believe, and the Protestant view does not. The 
Protestant church views tradition as a way to pass down proper worship 
techniques and ceremonies; yet places no emphasis upon tradition as 
being an authority in regard to what is to be believed and practiced. 
Protestant teaching maintains that the Bible alone is the authority to 
be followed. The Protestant church views tradition as a means of main-
taining Scriptural truths and guidelines within the practices of the 
church, while also maintaining those practices within the church which 
allow maximum emphasis to remain upon the study of Scripture. 
Note—within the study of Scripture, “traditions” are irrelevant! 

According to Protestant tradition in points of controversy, the so-
lution is sought in Scripture not in the decision of the church councils. 
The Protestant view in placing emphasis upon the power of God’s Word 
(the Scriptures) to work in and of itself in the lives of believers is abso-
lutely correct. The emphasis upon sin as being a hindrance to one’s 
study and understanding of God’s Word is also correct. Yet, 
Protestantism has tangents of its own choosing which have been sources 
of distraction; for although “views” are designated as a basis to be fol-
lowed, it is only the concept of the view which remains potentially 
acceptable in nature, whereas the reality of the denominational fruits 
falls within forms of compromise aloof stated views.  

Personal Notes:  
God must be worshipped in spirit and in truth, or He is not 1.
righteously worshipped at all; therefore, doctrines, principles and 
traditions of humankind are quite easily debatable! 
I know from experience how easily sin can hinder us in our 2.
endeavors to seek and serve the Lord, as I also know the sins of pride 
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and arrogance are at the forefront of this hindrance.221 It is 
imperative that we (as believers) abstain from sin and wickedness in 
every form, if we are to truly answer our calling and fulfill our 
ministry!222 More regarding this matter is discussed in chapter ten 
(within Fellowship with God). 

 
Throughout history, different types of religions have incorporated 3.
forms of other religions into their own doctrines, traditions, and 
views, in efforts to draw new converts; the Christian religion being 
no different. If a form of compromise is to be “protested,” then 
appropriately all forms of compromise and/or corruption should be 
denied; for this is the only means by which all forms of corruptive 
practices can be stopped. Although Protestantism appropriately 
sought to return to Gospel truth as the primary means to eliminate 
corruption and return to proper worship; that fact remains that 
religious forms of harlotry were never denied, leaving the door of 
deception ajar so as to allow evil influence to remain. As the only 
appropriate means of worship remains to worship God in spirit and 
in truth, all aspects of traditional (viewed) physical realm worship 
must cease entirely!223 As long as religious forms of harlotry remain 
(which deter loyal and devotion away from the Lord), then actual 
sincere love for the Lord will not be habitually forthcoming; thus 
attempts are made to bring forth spiritual growth which is from God 
alone, as through the efforts of humankind!224 The traditional forms 
of harlotry which remain within the Christian religion, and the truth 
regarding the traditions, are further mentioned in chapter eight. 

Inerrancy of Scripture 
There are several aspects about inerrancy noted by Charles Lee 
Feinberg, which should be made clear:225 

Inerrancy applies to all parts of the Scripture as originally •
written. When interpretations are made, we must be careful to 

221 Proverbs 8:13; 11:2, 3; 16:17-20; 29:23.
222 Psalm 66:16-20; 2 Timothy 2:14-19; 1 Timothy 6:3-5.
223 John 4:20-24.
224 John 6:41-58; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; Matthew 22:34-40 (cf. Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
225 Charles Lee Feinberg, Dean Emeritus, Talbot Theological Seminary; Lamirada, CA. 
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only make declarations by comparison to the original Greek or 
Hebrew manuscript, because the translation is only assured of a 
reflective form of inerrancy as compared to the original Greek 
or Hebrew text. 
Inerrancy is intimately tied to hermeneutics, as the •
interpretation of the Bible is closely related to the issue of the 
teaching within the text. The teaching must therefore be 
explained and interpreted via an illuminated source, or a faulty 
interpretation may be rendered by someone with a faulty 
hermeneutical form. The Scripture is true in its original format 
and text, not the interpretation.226 
All interpretation must be taken in its context as related to •
Scriptural intention. Because the Bible records events that are 
not morally approved of by the standard of Scripture, the events 
must be accepted as true although they are not necessarily 
backed with God’s authority.  
Inerrancy does not demand strict adherence to the rules of •
grammar. This statement is in regard to the descriptive 
phenomenon within Scripture, because everyday 
communications were utilized—rules of grammar are not a 
necessity. 
Inerrancy does not exclude the use of either figures of speech or •
of a given literary genre. The literary formats in Scripture have 
nothing to do with the truth or falsity of  
Scripture content, and as different styles and forms of speech •
are utilized in Scripture, this 
factor in no way undermines the doctrine of inerrancy thereof. •
Inerrancy does not demand historical or semantic precision. •
Because the Bible conveys certain aspects as designated by God, 
there should be no insistence that it maintain scientifically 
accurate data, as long as the points made are true. 
Inerrancy does not demand the technical language of modern •
science. Because the Bible relays all aspects to and for man 
intended by God, and man’s humility is a basis to ascertaining 
Scriptural truth (Proverbs 3:34; 11:2; 15:33; 30:3), popular or 
observational language is sufficient and acceptable. 

226 2 Peter 1:20, 21.
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Inerrancy does not demand verbal exactness in the citation of •
the Old Testament by the New Testament. The same Spirit 
inspired both Testaments (2 Timothy 3:16, 17), and the 
complete rendition is not necessary for the purpose of 
repetition. In many cases when a known statement or event is 
repeated, the gist or general idea is sufficient. 
Inerrancy does not demand that the Logia Jesu contain the •
Ipsissima Verba of Jesus, only the Ipssisima Vox. Because Jesus 
spoke in Aramaic and the writers of the New Testament did not 
have available to them the linguistic conventions available today, 
it is the intention of Christ which must be spoken, and noted to 
demonstrate that which He intended for the church. 
Inerrancy does not guarantee the exhaustive comprehensives of •
any single account; or of combined accounts where those are 
involved. There are no single or combined texts which will tell 
us exactly what we need to know, or might desire to have, as 
there are many things we seek to ascertain about God which He 
has not seen fit to reveal. 
Inerrancy does not demand the infallibility of the non-inspired •
sources used by Biblical writers. The importance within 
Scripture as to the many quotations by non-inspired sources 
remains that the quotations were repeated accurately, not that 
the quotations themselves were correct or true. 

 
Personal Note—Within this aspect of Scripture inerrancy and the seek-
ing of answers Biblically, it must be remembered—those things revealed 
belong to us, whereas those things yet hidden are God’s.227 Although 
we seek to handle accurately (cut out straight) the Gospel in efforts to 
align and ascertain truth, this must always be accomplished under the 
masterful tutelage of the Holy Spirit; for within endeavors to seek an-
swers, potential for coveting the things of God (those things not 
revealed) may always be at the forefront, leading to tangents and possible 
corruption within the learning process! The Lord in His infinite wisdom 
and foreknowledge has rendered unto us those things which He chose, 
regarding Him; remaining content, we must study the Gospel as re-
vealed, furtherance being by the grace of the Lord on an individual 

227 Deuteronomy 29:10-29, specific v. 29.
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basis, in accordance to the kind intention of His will! Because this is 
true, devotional study of the Gospel takes years of: prayer, research re-
garding Biblical history, and study of the Scriptural words including 
punctuations; the actual “Gospel truth” being the reality behind the 
words is taught to individuals by the Lord Himself (actual spiritual 
teacher—Matthew 23:8), thus the imperative of countless hours spent 
in prayer quietly (listening), as the Lord does indeed reveal many things 
to those who are devotionally diligent (Jeremiah 33:3)!  

Holding to the inerrancy of the Scriptures is a must, if we are to 
truly believe in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Inspiration cannot 
be held as factual in regard to the Scriptures, if we (via pride, arrogance 
or ignorance) refuse to believe the Scriptures as a whole (systematic in-
vestigation). In this context, we can understand how the Scripture must 
be taken literally (Dispensational view); for to pick and choose when to 
spiritualize (metaphorical conjecture), aside from parables, would lead 
to corruption as by frail inane thinking. The fundamental of being in-
spired as to the truth of the Scriptures which is revelation from God, 
can only be obtained by the ability to spiritual discern and appraise; 
faith and inspiration (illumination) from the Holy Spirit.228 Inspiration 
is therefore that which comes from the Holy Spirit to those who trust; 
believing, without: double-mindedness, doubt, or preconceived notions. 
To believe in the inerrancy of the Scriptures is mandatory if we are to 
believe that Jesus is exactly who He says He is (glory of Christ; reality 
of the Christ), for to not believe the one is to not believe the other.229 
The faithfulness of God is not hindered by our unbelief, but rather only 
our ability to understand and discern; when we seek to lead rather than 
follow!230 Please understand—spiritual ignorance remains unless dis-
placed by knowledge which is from the Lord! 

To hold to the inerrancy of the Scriptures is to therefore go to God’s 
Word with no preconceived ideas of what the Scripture character is. By 
entering into the study of Scripture and the general witness thereof, 
knowing that it is truly inspired, we can then pull out (piece together; 
cut out straight) the texts that lead us to conclusive understanding. 
Accuracy of translation from the original Hebrew and Greek texts is 

228 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
229 John 5:36-47; 14:1-7; 17:6-19.
230 Romans 3:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23; 1 John 2:27.
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quite important to investigative endeavors! By the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, the Gospel becomes spiritually appraised; for the Word of 
God is full of truth and backed by His own moral and ethical standards, 
as by His revelation of it. The imperative in study of Scripture remains 
prayer for and discipline regarding—truth; any endeavor aloof this im-
perative can easily go astray! 
 
Personal Note—The way in which Satan has been murdering multi-
tudes throughout history, is spiritually!231 When the blessing to 
spiritually appraise has not been rendered by the Holy Spirit due to en-
deavors void of humble disciplined devotional obedience, a foundation 
of human intellect is all that remains to guide the endeavor. With con-
tinuation of the endeavor aloof the teaching and guidance of the Lord 
spiritually, the Great Deceiver (Satan) is allowed to instigate and in-
fluence the investigation to remain foundational to physical realm 
endeavor; thus the potential for darkness remains a distinct possibility!  

The Scriptures being inspired by God, are reliable, sure and depend-
able; this of course being contingent upon accuracy of translation! The 
Scriptures being divinely inspired, demonstrates the literal truthful wit-
ness of the Apostles either by sight or insight, and is therefore not of 
any human individual’s interpretation. Although the Scriptures were 
written down by man, they were in essence authored by the Lord 
Himself. By this divine revelation rendered through the recorded writ-
ings of anointed men whom were entrusted with the truths of God, all 
may come to believe and understand. The certainty of the Word can 
be noted as truth because God Himself spoke the Word and allowed it 
to be witnessed for verification. Although the Apostles and others within 
the Scriptures have borne witness to the revelation given them by God, 
the fact remains that God’s Word is not the result of human intellectual 
investigation or endeavor, but rather revelation divinely passed through 
humans who demonstrated themselves to be devotionally submissive; 
thereby within God’s grace, receiving wisdom, understanding, and 
knowledge of truth from the Lord.232 

The emphasis of Scripture, is that man be humble and passive, and 
thus allow the Holy Spirit to be active.233 Since the pride and sin of our 

231 John 8:40-47.
232 Proverbs 1:7; 2:5; 8:13; 9:10; 2 Peter 1:12-21.
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carnal nature blinds us to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is im-
perative that we maintain humility and reverence if we are to discern 
the revelations of the Lord given us in Scripture.234 The righteous steps 
of man are guided by God!235 The emphasis of Scripture is not centered 
upon the divine human nature of the Scriptures, but rather Scripture 
emphasizes that it is God who has spoken, i.e. vox dei (the voice of God) 
/ deus dixit (God has spoken). The characteristics of revelation are many 
times reasoned by what man considers the standard of the revelation, 
whereas it should actually be considered only by the standard which 
has been placed upon it by God (thereby taken literally).  

The characteristics of revelation must be considered only relevant 
to those revelations which have been given thus far. Seeking that which 
God has not revealed, is to waste time while sinning against God; cov-
eting that which is His alone. Many supposed spiritual leaders have 
spent countless hours, by human reason, researching events of Scripture 
never revealed; arriving at conclusions which are at best uncertain! Thus, 
the conclusion of the inspired Word remains that we can submit to God 
within reverence and humility, and thereby learn the inerrant truth; or 
we can continually attempt understanding within human reason and 
intellect, and thereby fall far short of actual knowledge!236 

Characteristics of Revelation 
Ectypal—God is communicating knowledge to us based upon •
an original archetype; for God already knows the truth, and the 
truth He conveys to us is a reflection of the truth which is of 
His nature.237 Since only the revelations we are capable of 
understanding (ectypal) are given us, it cannot be compared to 
His knowledge (archetypal) which is not discernible by 
humankind. God knows all things regarding everything of 
creation (the entire universe), and yet even more (all; entirety)! 
When individuals fail to realize this, and yet attempt to explain 
God; extreme pride, arrogance, and a failure to submissively 
learn is the result. 

233 Proverbs 15:29-33; Acts 1:7, 8; Romans 8:12-17; Galatians 5:16-26.
234 John 3:5-8; Romans 6:1-14.
235 Proverbs 3:1-7; 4:20-27.
236 Ecclesiastes 12:9-14.
237 John 14:6-17.
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Revelation is incomplete as to total revelation, for there is yet •
the epiphany to come when Jesus will divinely reign in glory. 
Although we currently have a complete Bible from which to 
gain truth; when the millennial reign is instituted upon the 
earth, many revelations will be given that currently have not 
been received. The Lord will once again be the personal teacher 
of those dwelling upon the earth, and in His kingdom. 
Revelation is sufficient! Although it does not address all issues •
we may choose to have 
understanding regarding, and it does not answer all questions •
we may have; it is sufficient to provide every necessary standard 
for us to live in faithfulness to God.238  
Revelation is accurate. Revelation is truthful and conveys exactly •
the message intended by the Lord; again, within an accurate 
translation. Although many may say that the Bible must adhere 
to a twentieth century canon of accuracy, the fact remains that 
although times may change and therefore the understanding of 
science and physics, the canon of Scripture yet holds the 
answers and standards of corporeal life. 

 
A great atrocity which seems to occur more and more as technology 
increases in modern times is that we (humankind) seem to look to 
ourselves as having the answer, and thus do not look to the Lord for 
the answers. Many seek to stay ahead of themselves by gaining further 
intellect pertaining to the world, yet in their endeavors make them-
selves enemies of God, and very possibly evade the spiritual relational 
reality!239 Those who would seek the Scriptures to answer their 
worldly questions according to their carnal desires may grow in arro-
gance and pride, yet these remain aspects of our dark nature which 
keep us spiritually blinded and destitute.240 Thus, we may note the 
blessing of a thorn to keep us humble, for our calling is emphatically 
to humility in truth.241 

With the arrogance of man growing faster than his true understand-
ing of technology, many seek the Scriptures to render more in regard 

238 2 Timothy 1:13, 14; 3:10-17.
239 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:12-17; Mark 8:34-38; Matthew 7:13-27.
240 James 3:13-18.
241 2 Corinthians 12:6-10; 13:1-9; Ephesians 4:14-26; 5:1-17.
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to the world; yet for the Scriptures to maintain a modern approach 
would render it continually out of date. Men seek a God of convenience 
in our day and age, more so than in past centuries; as our times call 
for quick and easy, rather than time invested resulting in deeper con-
viction and discernment in spiritual matters. Although many may think 
that the Scriptures are no longer accurate, the fact remains that the 
Bible is fully truthful and accurate in what was intended to be conveyed; 
thus it should always be evaluated according to the truth God has es-
tablished.242 

Revelation is not understandable by those who are carnally minded. 
Carnality interferes with our anointing, and the Holy Spirit’s ability 
to teach us through spiritual discernment. When we remain in un-
righteousness, the unrepentant error of our ways blocks our reverent 
fear of the Lord, and thus His wisdom from being manifest in us. The 
“sin problem” is the reason that unbelievers (and religious individuals) 
cannot understand the Scriptures, as they attempt to read the Bible 
like a book. This “sin problem” also is the reason that many believers 
cannot discern God’s revelation within the Scriptures, because they 
choose to remain in darkness, and thus cannot comprehend the light 
of Gospel truth.243 

Revelation is an enigma, as some seem to ascertain abounding truth 
from the Scriptures with less effort, and some seem to be without dis-
cernment although they study intently. Hindrance to understanding 
the Gospel, in my opinion is based considerably upon one’s faith and 
trust in the Lord. Although many seek a Savior, fewer seek Jesus as 
their Lord, and thereby love, obey and trust Him in all things.244 
Although some portions of the Scriptures are simply understood, other 
portions are only understood by intense study, prayer, and wisdom 
from the Holy Spirit; for they can only be discerned spiritually by 
those who are sincere in their endeavors to better understand our 
Lord and the true calling of the Christian faith. To focus on mammon 
(money and secular materialism) is to fail in this regard; for focus must 
be maintained upon the author and perfecter of our faith, for actual 
success to occur!245 

242 Hebrews 4:11-16.
243 John 1:1-5; James 4:7-10; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; Romans 6:15-23; 1 John 4:1-6.
244 John 15:1-17; Luke 6:39-49; Romans 8:1-30; 10:1-13.
245 Hebrews 12:1-11.
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Inspiration in Revelation  
The inspiration of the Lord can be seen throughout the Scriptures, as 
can the personal aspects of the individual writers personalities and ef-
forts. The Apostles were for the most part uneducated men (many were 
fishermen), and yet they spoke and wrote with authority and wisdom, 
for the words were inspired to them by God; this directly evincing God’s 
righteous work within individuals called according to His purpose!246 
Throughout the Scriptures it can be noticed that the circumstances 
(and moods) of the writer added to the lesson emphasized in the context 
of the writings, to which the book of Ecclesiastes is a good example. 
Although many may say that Solomon wrote several parts because of 
his sorrowful mood at the time, and thus it must be viewed in that 
context; I disagree, as the mood present at the time of his writing was 
intended by God to be instrumental in the effect that the lesson would 
teach, as to the vanity of mammon and worldly ways. With all that 
Solomon had gone through in his life, what was Solomon’s final lesson 
learned and emphasized?247 

I very much believe that God inspired the writers to write how and 
when they did. By the many situations in which the individual writers 
noted the inspirations given them in the form of their writings, different 
aspects of our lives can be seen within the writings. We can each learn 
lessons as we realize our position individually within the family of God; 
thus realizing our purpose in life, while witnessing that the problems 
we face are those which have been common throughout history.248 
I sincerely believe that the individual writers of the Scriptures were 
inspired in their writings by God, and I also sincerely believe that the 
individual writings contain personal aspects of the writers within the 
words. As God is far above any human’s ability to understand; as we 
cannot even begin to understand His abounding agape love, nor the 
immensity of His glory; He in his infinite wisdom inspired the 
Scriptures to be written in a human scope of understanding, thereby 
reflecting the significance for all persons within the writings. Please 
understand—God’s anointing (teaching) upon individuals is an ex-
tremely personal and intricate matter, which is to be utilized for the 

246 Romans 8:26-39, specific vs. 26-28.
247 Ecclesiastes 12:11-14.
248 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Psalms 143:1-12; Colossians 1:15-23.
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edification of others; therefore, the Lord reveals wonderful things unto 
those who will be of devotional service for the benefit of others!249 
Unfortunately multitudes will never realize or experience the blessing 
of God’s personal anointing; as they refuse to be devotionally dis-
ciplined and abstain from religiosity, for the sake of the truthful spiritual 
relational reality! 

The understanding that Scripture is “plenary” and not partial is a 
must—if we are to truly believe in not only the complete integrity of 
the Scriptures, but also the power which it possesses.250 The inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit given to the writers of the Scriptures must also be 
understood to be “plenary,” if we are to believe that God’s Word is 
complete in revealing the revelations of what is currently necessary 
and has yet to occur.251 Too many individuals and organizations 
throughout history have held to the notion that the inspired Scriptures 
are “partial” and not “plenary,” which has opened the door for them 
to pick and choose certain Scriptures to justify their partial serving and 
worship of the Lord as being sufficient.252 It is only when we under-
stand that the Scriptures are “plenary,” can we truly love and serve the 
Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, as we refuse to 
deny reality!253 
 
Personal Note—It is for the purpose of presenting Scripture in 
context, that many additional Scriptures are listed within the footnotes 
of this book. Although a single or chosen few Scriptures would be suf-
ficient to demonstrate the Biblical point of statements made, the 
additional Scriptures are rendered so as to emphasize the Scriptures 
(in context) to be imperative to our existence upon this earth and our 
walk within truth! Anyone can manipulate Scripture to fit the agenda 
of their teachings, doctrines or philosophies; yet in order for this to 
actually occur, the Scriptures must be presented outward of their in-
spired form of presentation. As the purpose of this book is to emphasize 
the placing of one’s love, hope, and trust in the Lord, manipulation of 

249 1 John 2:20-29; 2 Timothy 2:1, 2.
250 Luke 1:1-4; John 17:1-26; Romans 1:16-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 

Hebrews 4:1-13.
251 Revelation 22:18-20.
252 2 Timothy 3:1-17; 4:1-8.
253 Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40; 2 Timothy 2:1-26.
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Scripture is certainly not an option; for manipulation (adulterating) 
brings forth doubt, which then brings forth the potential for deception. 
As it is the truth which brings forth freedom in Christ, the truth must 
continuously prevail; lest doubt as to the “plenary” nature of the 
Scriptures become predominant! In addition, the plethora of Scriptures 
noted allows all aspects of the instruction within this book to be taken 
captive to Gospel truth; this can only occur, if and when the Scriptures 
are read, and hopefully studied! Please remember, my words can only 
assist understanding within instruction; God’s words are living, active 
and powerful, for the Lord alone is the actual teacher of knowledge 
(Matthew 23:8-11)!  

 
The thoughts given the men were divinely inspired, yet the writers 
were free to choose the words because their thoughts were inspired 
and therefore their words also. For men (or women) to question the 
writings themselves, can only be justly noted as the error of proper 
format or grammar which came from the writers. The essence of the 
Word is true and correct in every way, as it is from God.254 To hold to 
verbal errors as lending a lack of credibility to the Scriptures, is to 
allow doubt to invade the only basis of complete truth which we have; 
for God is faithful, whereas we generally are not!255 Because the 
Scriptures are the standard to which we are to live and test all things, 
to squabble about the validity of the Scriptures due to error in the ver-
bal aspects of the Word, can only be seen as a way to supposedly justify 
one’s failure in passing the Scripture rendered tests.256 Many seek to 
find fault in that which is without fault (the Scriptures), because they 
refuse to look inwardly to themselves to discover the errors within; al-
though, with disciplined diligent study of the Scriptures, the living and 
active nature of the Gospel in accordance to God’s righteous work, ac-
tually brings forth victory over our carnal frailties; thus leaving behind 
all that is inappropriate as God trains and exults us spiritually now and 
forever!257 The standards of God are high; thank Him for His grace 
by which the standards can be achieved unto victory (God at work)! 
Please understand—there are many righteous things to be learned 

254 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 2 Peter 1:12-21.
255 John 1:1-4; 14:1-6.
256 1 John 4:1-6; Revelation 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:11; 13:5-8; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.
257 Matthew 23:23-36; Romans 5:1-11; 1 Timothy 4:6-16.
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throughout the Gospel, including the un-righteous behavior of pride 
and arrogance which can be witnessed within diligent study and un-
derstanding; by these lessons learned, we can restrain ourselves through 
strict discipline to avoid the same: distractions, hindrances, and stum-
bling (downfalls).258 

Because the Scriptures are in fact the Word of God, we must never 
believe that the Word itself is in error although different translations 
may err. The different manipulations of the Word by man may seem to 
change the meaning; yet the meaning as by its foundation remains the 
same.259 Due to the many different translations which are now present, 
it is legitimate to seek the most accurate copy of the Scriptures from 
which to study. Further word studies (etymology; exegesis) to the orig-
inal translations (Greek and Hebrew) can help as we then better 
understand the meaning behind the writings, and thereby better cor-
relate the translation we choose conjunctive with the original context. 
Is it a practice within the world today to change the title or reference 
of something, believing this will diminish the severity of the circum-
stance. Do many manipulate the Scriptures in attempts to diminish the 
severity of their sinfulness or error of doctrine? Are you aware of the 
judgment which will come upon those who do such things, when re-
garding the Gospel?260  
 
Personal Note—I have utilized many translations in my studies; the 
New American Standard Bible (NASB) is, in my opinion, the most ac-
curate word for word translation in the English language, from the 
original Hebrew and Greek text.  

Inspiration Emphasized 
Man in his incredible arrogance, denounces that which he cannot ex-
plain. The General Revelation evident to all (in creation), is witnessed 
by all who have active senses. When we look at the immenseness of 
the universe or the minute nature of the atom, we see incredible cre-
ativity beyond conceived human explanation, yet many are foolish in 
their endeavors to make us believe they can reason creation without a 

258 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.
259 1 Timothy 6:3-19.
260 2 Peter 2:4-22; Galatians 1:1-10.
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Creator (evolution or happenstance).God in His awesome knowledge, 
wisdom and understanding has created all things which is evident in 
all that He has created! How any human can attempt such foolishness 
as to claim He does not exist, is only surpassed by the stupidity that 
although they (we) cannot even come close to full explanation of His 
creations, we either disclaim His existence or claim we can understand 
His very nature and existence. God is so awesome; anyone thinking 
they can fully explain Him is beyond arrogance and stupidity, as they 
border on idiocy!261  
 
Personal Note—In my life I walked foolishly within arrogance and 
pride for many years; for I had only a concept of God, due remaining 
aloof the spiritual relational reality! I praise God for delivering me (yet 
occurring—progressive sanctification) from these carnal characteristics, 
and blessing me with wisdom and understanding so that I may openly 
acknowledge the stupidity of my ways. I have come to realize, that our 
quest for spiritually discerned knowledge, falls within the realm of the 
spiritual battle we face daily (Ephesians 6:12-20). I have also come to 
realize (by God’s grace) that our ability to understand and discern is 
truly based upon the wisdom of God, and any attempt to ascertain this 
wisdom within myself is but a futile battle. I therefore claim the victory 
granted me by the Lord Jesus and hold to His strengths and wisdom, 
by becoming more proficient at seeking answers in prayer. I rely greatly 
upon the special revelations (inspirations) given me by God, as I have 
come to rely upon them as the basis of discernment in my Scriptural 
(spiritual) studies. I can witness by experience, that sin will interfere 
with the blessing of discernment and wisdom which we receive from 
God, as I can also testify that to be spiritually discerning one must seek 
(willful obedience) to be pleasing in the sight of our Lord; by staying 
(as is humanly possible) from all aspects of carnality.262 Because sin 
grieves the Holy Spirit, and spiritual discernment and wisdom come 
from Him; we truly must abstain from the inappropriate in order to 
gain the blessing.263 To literally walk by faith is absolutely possible by 
God’s grace (divine work); for although we presently live within a 

261 Acts 17:23-34.
262 1 Peter 1:12-17; 2 Timothy 2:3, 4; Hebrews 12:1-11.
263 Ephesians 1:3-23; 4:17-32.
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fleshly body, if and when we present it unto God as a living sacrifice 
(submissive surrender), we function quite well within the goodness and 
righteousness of God; for by His grace, all aspects of our carnality is 
denied along with “self!”264 

I never cease to be amazed by the inspiration which comes by the 
Holy Spirit and God’s word itself, when we diligently study and by our 
studies are approved by God; in accordance to His masterful leadership. 
I find it fascinating that the same passages of Scripture can be read and 
studied several times, yet the truth made evident by the Lord’s inspira-
tion can be in addition each time; each time learning new truth which 
is necessary for our walk at that specific moment. Our God is truly awe-
some! Just as Peter stopped and wept bitterly after having denied the 
Lord three times because he realized the err of his ways, so also must 
we realize when we need to stop and turn around (repent) when we 
have veered from the path of inspiration given us by God. The longer 
we hesitate in repenting of our pride, sin and foolishness (speaking from 
experience) the longer it takes for the wonderful truth from the Lord 
to be made evident to us. My conviction that the Scriptures are truly 
the inspired word of God is tremendous! I have absolutely no doubt 
that all Scripture is inspired; unlike some pastors and teachers I know 
who think only portions are inspired. I know that God teaches us truth 
in regard to His written word when we diligently study, as I know that 
He inspired the Scriptural writers in their endeavors to write it. “I know” 
equals—absolute certainty (knowledge) within by the grace of God; for 
as is revealed in Scripture, spiritual “growth” does in fact come from 
God, as an aspect of His progressive work of sanctification (setting us 
apart unto Him, and making us holy)!  

Necessity of Scripture 
Unlike Roman Catholicism which maintains that the church gives birth 
to the Scriptures, the Protestant reformers maintained that the canon 
of Scripture guides the reform of the New Testament church. Although 
reformed theologians admit that God could have used other ways of 
communicating His means of salvation, they maintain the necessity of 
the Scriptures so that man may come to knowledge of truth and an un-
derstanding of salvation by grace though faith; which is freely given by 

264 Matthew 16:24-27; Romans 12:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9.
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God. The canon of Scripture maintains authority in itself as the inspired 
word of God! The canon of Scripture is self-attesting and therefore is 
not in need of the witness of the church to establish its authority. The 
canon of Scripture is active in itself!265  

Do many believers trust their pastors and teachers to present full un-
derstanding into the Gospel? Do many believers trust a once per week 
visit to church, to render the entirety of knowledge necessary for the faith 
they profess? Please understand—understanding can come forth from 
human beings; actual “knowledge” pertaining to God, comes forth solely 
from the Holy Spirit (God)! Do many denominations and congregations 
yet maintain emphasis upon human teachings and doctrines, to bring 
forth change and/or spiritual growth within the individual members? If 
so, then trust in the active nature of the Gospel is not forthcoming; thus 
neither is actual spiritual growth from God, but rather the mimic of 
growth as by religious (carnal) efforts. Within this type of religiosity, 
which is unfortunately profound upon the earth within all religions, trust-
ing in God is secondary if not nonexistent; thus insidious harlotry prevails, 
as the intimacy of personal fellowship with God is traded for the super-
ficiality of religion! Please understand—“Christianity” is not a religion, 
but rather a relational matter; the “Christian religion” is something en-
tirely different; the light of truth within the former can save us (spiritual 
relational reality), whereas the darkness of the latter cannot! This reality 
is plainly explained in chapters 5, 8, and 11 within the book. 
 

John 8:31, 32: Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had 
believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly dis-
ciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.”  
 

Roman Catholicism maintains that the Scriptures are difficult or im-
possible for the average believer to interpret. This theory by the Roman 
Catholic Church maintains that the average believer must be taught 
the fundamentals by the church teachers if they are to understand the 
principles of the Word; yet the Scriptures maintain a lucidity as each 
individual is taught within one’s own submissive and diligent study 
endeavors, in accordance to the anointing by the Holy Spirit.266 The 

265 Hebrews 4:12.
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perspicuity of the Scriptures stand, as all God has inspired in His Word 
was inspired to be understood!267 The sufficiency of Scripture stands 
against Roman Catholic doctrine; because of the church’s strong stand-
ing that tradition and an infallible teaching authority is necessary to 
clarify the truths of Scripture. The sufficiency of Scripture dictates that 
no human narrative function is necessary for the understanding of God’s 
Word! Please understand—human beings can instruct pertaining to the 
Gospel; God actually teaches the “Gospel truth (to individuals)!” The 
Roman Catholic view of the authority of Scripture is very biased (in 
my opinion) in their endeavors to place themselves in authority over 
the interpretation of Scripture. The Roman Catholic view according 
to the Vatican II documents, which are basically the Catholic constitu-
tion of doctrine for the teaching of God’s Word, is that two distinct 
elements are necessary for the teaching of the Word; these two sources 
(or elements) are—reason and faith. 

According to the Roman Catholic view, natural revelation is supple-
mented by Special Revelation, which is received only by the authority 
of the church through faith; thus faith is to be placed upon Roman 
Catholic leadership, not upon the Lord. The supplemental of Special 
Revelation according to the Roman Catholic Church is derived from 
both Scripture and tradition. According to the Roman Catholic Church, 
both teaching and Special Revelation must be interpreted by the teach-
ing office of the church, which basically states that the individual 
believer’s conscience is not sufficient to interpret the Scriptures. 
According to this principle by the church council, only the heads of the 
church (Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, etc.) are authorized to interpret the 
Scriptures, which supposedly provide the needed continuity and cer-
tainty of interpretation. This church principle actually led to vast 
diversity, for a pedestal from which to teach (church hierarchy of sup-
posed knowledge) is not necessary for personal understanding and 
simplicity of devotion. Unlike the Roman Catholic Church and their 
standing on the authority of Scriptural teachings being only that which 
is authorized by the church itself, the Protestant view maintains that 
the Special Revelations received by the individual believer comes by 
the innate authority of the Scripture itself.  

266 2 Timothy 2:15; James 1:21-25; 1 John 2:20, 27.
267 John 14:23-26.
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Personal Note—As can be evidenced by the aforementioned facts re-
garding the viewpoints of both Catholicism and Protestantism (religious 
doctrines), no opportunity is rendered for the Lord to teach His children 
personally. Although it is in fact true that the Scriptures are living and 
active and can train individuals in righteousness, it is also factually true 
that the Lord can and will render spiritual discernment (teaching) to 
His children individually; for He is in fact our spiritual teacher, and the 
One who literally implants the Gospel truth into our spirit!268 It should 
be understood at this point—the “Gospel truth” is actually the reality 
behind the words; which trains (God’s work) us to have—the mind of 
Christ!269 It is because this blessing is from God alone, that although 
the “Gospel truth” is spoken in love by those who have received this 
knowledge from the Master, it cannot be literally conveyed to another; 
rather each individual must receive it from God, for this is the teaching 
which is solely from the Lord!270  

As can be noted within all religions (including the Christian religion) 
upon planet earth, little accommodation is made for the Lord to work 
(bring forth growth and exultation), as human beings continually at-
tempt to do God’s work for Him, while denying the servanthood and 
submission necessary to actually achieve spiritual success. It is for this 
reason, that multitudes have little actual knowledge of the Gospel or 
“the reality of God”; aside from the understanding which was ascer-
tained by intellectual pursuits. True children of God learn the essence 
of the Gospel as by the masterful leadership and teaching of the Lord, 
and this as by disciplined submissive reverence and prayer; whereas the 
multitudes continually attempt to learn that which is spiritually dis-
cerned and appraised as by a physical realm (religious) endeavor, which 
is why “religion” is so pronounced upon the earth, as it feeds the reli-
gious (emotional) desires of the flesh.  

Although the Lord has chosen some as “teachers” for the equipping 
of the saints (Ephesians 4:11, 12); in all reality, the best which can be 
rendered (pertaining to the Gospel) from one human to another is in-
struction. With the Gospel truth spoken in love, the Gospel will perform 
its function (living and active) as by being proclaimed, which allows the 

268 James 1:21:22, 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.
269 1 Corinthians 2:1-16, specific vs. 14-16.
270 1 Corinthians 3:1-9.
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potential for understanding when received within a submissive spirit; 
yet actual knowledge is rendered (taught) by the Lord. When this fact 
is understood, no human physical realm endeavors are forthcoming in 
attempts to cause growth; for seeds are planted and watered, yet only 
God brings forth personal growth within any believer. This is plainly 
distinguished by the fact—Christianity is all about the Lord from within 
a personal intimate relationship (spiritual relational reality); whereas all 
religions (including the Christian religion) primarily regard attempts 
to superficially know God, completely aloof “God at work,” derived 
from a conceptual foundation of human doctrine and carnal spiritual-
ization! For instruction regarding this reality, please reference chapter 
eleven of the book.  

Testimony of the Holy Spirit 
The Testimony of the Holy Spirit is not new revelation, nor is it ad-
ditional information conveyed in a revelatory manner. The Testimony 
of the Spirit is not identical with the testimony from experience, for ex-
perience demonstrates what God has providentially taught us. Since we 
know what the Testimony of the Holy Spirit is not, because the prov-
idence of God gives us the revelation and witness of experience both in 
the context of physical realm reality and in the Scriptures, we can ascer-
tain that the Testimony of the Holy Spirit is the testimony which assures 
us of the truth within.271 This conviction by the Holy Spirit can best be 
defined as “subjective special revelation,” because it is the work by which 
the Holy Spirit inwardly convinces the believer of the truth; if and when 
the believer is in disciplined subjection to His righteousness.272 Although 
there are many outward witnesses to the truth, it is only by the work 
(testimony) of the Holy Spirit that we are convinced of the absolute cer-
tainties of God’s Word and salvation. The Testimony of the Holy Spirit 
is also the convictions He brings forth (sin, judgment, righteousness—
John 16:8-11); thus His masterful leadership points the way upon the 
narrow path which leads to righteousness (His righteousness), once the 
veil has been lifted so that an individual may see clearly (spiritually).273 

271 John 14:15-17; 15: 26, 27; 16:13-15; Romans 1:16-23; Acts 14:9-20; Daniel 2:17-23.
272 Romans 8:1-17; 10:1-4; Hebrews 12:7-11.
273 2 Timothy 2:24-3:7; Hebrews 10:19-39; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
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Existence of God - Biblical / Philosophical 
Abiding in Scripture is founded within one’s personal relationship with 
the Lord, so that the Gospel goes far beyond theological postulates, 
doctrines, or abstract religious notions; instead being received (im-
planted) as living truth. God is received intimately; thus being the Father 
to whom we pray and make supplication for forgiveness, cleansing, and 
teaching of truth. Our personal relationship with Him in this context 
demonstrates that the study of the Word should not result in intellec-
tualizing or spiritualizing (fleshly attempts to understand) Scripture, 
but rather reverent worship of God in both spirit and truth; thus an ac-
tual confirmation to Gospel reality! 

Philosophical teaching originating during the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries did not attempt to uncover new Biblical truth, but instead at-
tempted to defend church doctrine through reason and intellect. This 
attempt in ascertaining understanding in regard to the existence of God, 
led to a strictly philosophical viewpoint rather than a Biblical view, 
which then maintained the nonexistence of anything outside of human 
intellect and experience. Biblical teaching as to the existence of God is 
based upon one’s belief (trust) in the inerrancy of Scripture; thus is re-
liant upon faith, as we actually believe what God has chosen to reveal, 
or not!274 Philosophical teaching as to the existence of God is based 
upon human intellect and logic, thus centering upon theory, hypothesis, 
and conjecture; from which comes postulates of religious: inane think-
ing, rituals, traditions, doctrines, philosophies, and precepts; leading to 
beliefs in a god of conversion according to human specifications! To 
truly comprehend the existence of God is to walk by faith within the 
reality of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, and not by sight; unlike multi-
tudes who never come to knowledge of the truth, although believing 
to the contrary.275 All Biblical teaching maintains a theistic stance, 
whereas philosophical teachings do not!276 

The true and living God is the foundation of Scripture, and the foun-
dational truth in the lives of all legitimate believers (Way, truth, life). 
The being of God is the great supposition of theology, as He is the self-
existent, self-conscience personal being which originated all things, and 

274 Hebrews 11:1-40.
275 Ephesians 4:17-32; Matthew 11:25-30; 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5.
276 Colossians 1:15-23; 1 Corinthians 3:18-23.
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transcends the entirety of creation; yet being imminent in every part 
of it. God is far above us yet completely present with us, which confirms 
the Christian notion that God Himself is his own explanation—the self-
existent One (I am).277 The possibility of arguing for the existence of 
God is apparent as:  
 

 God created man in His own image (spiritually) that we may •
have a relationship with Him (Genesis 1:26, 27). 
 God converses with His creation (Examples - Genesis 1:28-30; •
26:24, 25; 31:11-13; Exodus 3:4-14; John 10:25-30; cf. 14:9, 10; 
Jeremiah 33:3). 
 God created an environment especially for man (Genesis 1:3-•
30; Matthew 6:25-34); including the specific location of the 
Earth within the Milky Way Galaxy, for the purpose of cosmos 
discovery. 
God tests man’s love, devotion and faith (hearts, minds, and •
motives) (Exodus 16:4; 20:19, 20; Judges 2:21, 22; 2 Chronicles 
32:30-32). 
God renders blessing to His children when they walk according •
to His ordinances (Deuteronomy 8:15, 16; Jeremiah 17:8-10; cf. 
Hebrews 5:8-10; John 15:1-17).  

 
The existence of God must be believed, as God’s existence is the basis of 
saving faith, and is plainly seen by all that He has created!278 God is the 
great “I am” and without Him nothing has come into existence, nor is 
maintained.279 It is possible to argue for the existence of God, while at 
the same time being probable; for creative design cannot actually be de-
nied, as all that exists is far too precise for happenstance! The basis of 
understanding the existence of God is—faith; for without faith regarding 
His existence, is to remain corrupt in one’s thoughts and desires, as by 
denial and foolishness.280 Because Scripture confirms the existence of 
God, and all will one day give account and proclaim Him as Lord, it is 
of the utmost importance that all be led to understand His desire to have 
a personal relationship with each of us for our: salvation, training, nur-

277 Hebrews 6:9-20; John 8:53-58; Exodus 3:13, 14; Isaiah 45:5-7, 21-25; Revelation 1:8.
278 Hebrews 11:6; John 8:23, 24; 14:1-4; Romans 1:16-23.
279 Exodus 3:14; John 8:58; Ephesians 3:8-10; Colossians 1:16, 17.
280 Psalms 10:1-18; 14:1- 6.
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turing, and spiritual growth; thereby knowing that there is nothing 
greater than God!281 Although it is possible to argue for the existence of 
God, it is not a basis from which many will come to believe; for the meas-
ure of faith which God gave to each in addition to the precision of His 
creation remain primary factors of the reality that God exists. The ev-
idence of His existence is so abounding, that for a person to argue against 
His existence is demonstration of a human futile and vain mindset (ar-
rogance; narcissism). Because Satan deceives the whole world (with the 
exception of a remnant), and his greatest mission is that multitudes would 
not believe in the Christ (glory of Christ; the reality of the Christ), or 
worship without knowledge (in ignorance); our battle is a spiritual one 
which must be fought with prayer and by the power of the Holy Spirit.282  
 
Personal Note—I know from experience that many will argue for ar-
guments sake. To remain in an argumentative situation with such as 
these, is to remain in a situation which will rarely have a harmonious 
outcome; for during argumentation, rarely does anyone actually listen, 
as everyone inevitably attempts to express their own point of view. We 
therefore lovingly proclaim the truth of God’s existence, and individuals 
will choose to believe in accordance to God’s having drawn them, or 
they will not (if not drawn).283 We must not argue nor judge; as we 
simply speak the truth in love, for the sake of edification according to 
the need of the moment!284 It is due to emphatics beyond speaking the 
truth in love, that many throughout history have been pushed to the 
point of rebellion; yet within rebellion against pig-headed religious 
zealots, many individuals have actually run from the love of the Lord 
which they originally sought. Will believers be required to give account 
for causing dissention, where love was to prevail; when in doing so the 
foolish attempts were not gathering, but rather scattering?285  

As human beings we are limited by perceptions derived in a physical 
realm, as many of our thoughts are derived via a visible world from that 
which we sense and experience. Because we exist in time and space, it is 

281 Romans 14:11, 12; Jeremiah 10:6-15; 1 Timothy 2:1-4.
282 Ephesians 6:10-12; 1 John 4:1-6.
283 John 6:44, 45, 65.
284 Romans 1:18-20, 28-32; 2:1-11; 15:1-13; Ephesians 4:1-32.
285 Matthew 12:25-37, specific v. 30; Luke 11:17-26, specific v. 23; John 10:1-18, specific vs. 

12, 13.
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difficult for us to relate or understand how the Lord, although existing 
within the time He created, also exists external of time and space. God’s 
immensity is emphasized by His transcendence. The transcendence of 
God is the distinction about Him that emphasizes that He is not bound 
by space or time. When we associate God with infinity, we attempt to 
speak of the absoluteness of God, while doing so in abstract terms of 
emptiness, for our view is one of a finite perspective seeking understand-
ing of that which is infinite. To attempt to understand that which is 
infinite with a mind that is finite, is to attempt to see spirit through phys-
ical eyes. As far apart as anti-matter is from matter, so is the span between 
man’s ability to understand the immensity (transcendence) of God, by 
any means other than faith and the witness of His creations and Word. 
If we attempt to maintain our faith in God strictly through the bounds 
of human experience, the dilemma arises that the saving content of His 
will becomes void or the idea of God transcends the world entirely. The 
result of this would be that we have a Savior with no relation to those 
He must save. Because we cannot understand God as He is to Himself, 
we must avoid speculation as to His abilities, or we attempt to hold Him 
to those abilities which can be reasoned through human intellect.  

We do not now nor shall we ever know God as He knows Himself! 
We know God via the means in which He has chosen to reveal Himself. 
Just as the universe is more immense than conceivable by human logic 
or reason, and God created all that is or has been; thus He is far beyond 
His creation, and our ability to understand. It is wise and prudent for 
us to simply receive His love, which in itself is beyond our understand-
ing; for He is the essence of love.286 

Because God is not held by the factors of physics which bind us to 
our state of realism, He is found everywhere at all times. Because God is 
transcendent, He is above all temporal limitations as with Him the past, 
present and future are equally and always present with Him. Although 
God is not held by the boundaries of time and space, He nonetheless is 
present within the boundaries created for mankind, so that we may know 
Him personally.287 If it were not for the grace and lovingkindness of God 
toward us as His creations, and the revelations He has given us in His 
Word and all that He has created, man would be without ability to know 

286 Isaiah 55:1-13; 1 John 4:7-10.
287 Psalm 90:1-17.
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or understand Him in any type of reality. God has proven His existence 
and rendered unto His creation all that is necessary that those created 
in His image (humans; spiritually) may know and love Him; it is our re-
sponsibility to accept the blessings of the Lord God of all creation! 

The omnipresence (immanence) of God demonstrates that He truly 
fills all space and time simultaneously. Just as this factor about God is a 
comfort to those seeking to be pleasing in His sight—as He protects 
us by being with us at all times; it may also serve as a warning to those 
seeking to remain in sin, while being deceived into believing that He 
does not see.288 The fact that God fills all space and time simultaneously, 
demonstrates His immensity (transcendence) and omnipresence (im-
manence); while also emphasizing human incomprehensibility in regard 
to God. Because God is not limited to His creation, as He far surpasses 
His creation, the inner sovereign will of God will never be understand-
able by that creation, as to fully understand something is to have the 
ability to limit that something in question. Because God is limitless, we 
shall never fully comprehend Him nor His abilities! Because God is far 
above that which He has created, and that which He has created is but 
a portion of the revelation He saw fit to bless us with; therefore an ex-
haustive understanding of His essence is impossible, for we cannot fully 
understand even that which He has shown us (cosmos). Just as the uni-
verse is expanded daily, and this beyond our ability to understand or 
reason, only a fool would dare waste time attempting to reason the im-
mensity of the Creator who is far greater than His creation!  

Notations of God Utilized so as to  
Better Understand 
“In-corporeality” refers to that which is without physical form or tan-
gible, not composed of matter; spiritual; therefore that which is without 
form detectable by human senses. To be “corporeal,” is to be localized 
or centralized in one area or place at a time; of the body, material, phys-
ical, opposite spiritual. The in-corporeality of God; as He is spirit; 
demonstrates His ability to be everywhere at once, unlimited in His 
abilities, and able to have substance even though He is without a phys-
ical body. The in-corporeality of God is demonstrated in one of His 
commandments, as to make an image of Him is to make an image from 

288 Hebrews 13:1-6; Ezekiel 8:1-9:11.
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that which cannot be seen; thus the image would not be capable of 
doing any type of justice to His person, never the less to His glory, ho-
liness or righteousness.289 When we insist on having images of God, 
as do many, we attempt to place Him within a physical realm of exis-
tence for the purpose of understanding and worship; although 
inappropriately.290 The Lord has given us all things necessary so as to 
believe, and worship Him properly within an intimate loving spiritual 
relationship; must we add our own devices, thus complicating a simple 
matter of spirituality? 

“Anthropomorphic” means to speak in the form of man and ascribe 
to God that which is not properly His. Anthropomorphism is a figurative 
language which gives God human characteristics, in attempts to make 
Him relationally more understandable. “Anthropomorphic” imagery is 
utilized in Scripture, to convey actions by the Lord in a manner to which 
man can attest. Because God chose to reveal Himself to those created 
spiritually in His image, it is righteous that revelations from God to man 
would be presented in a manner understandable to the creation (corporeal 
examples); that we may better understand our Creator.291 In a like manner 
as our Lord inspired His Word in an “anthropomorphic” manner to be 
understandable to us in our endeavors to better know Him; it is acceptable 
that we utilize the same manner when instructing others regarding 
Scripture, when appropriate, while avoiding all forms of endeavor which 
would possible lead to acts of physical realm religious worship!292 

The invisibility of God flows from the concept of the in-corporeality 
of His being; as there is no longer an actual body of God visible to the 
human eye, except that form which he may choose to show of 
Himself.293 Because God is indeed invisible, as are human spirits and 
angels (unless the Lord seeks to make their presence known - Numbers 
22:22-35; Genesis 19:1), the tremendous truth of our God’s presence 
was revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.294 

The manifestation of glory which is in Jesus, brings life, as His is a 
life giving force that casts away sin, motivates in righteousness, and al-

289 Exodus 20:1-17, specific vs. 4-6.
290 John 4:20-24; Isaiah 40:12-31.
291 Genesis 1:26, 27; examples - Psalm 98:1; Ezekiel 8:2, 3.
292 2 Corinthians 5:14-17.
293 John 1:12-18; 1 Timothy 1:15-17; 6:13-16; Hebrews 11:24-27; Romans 1:20-23; cf. - 

Exodus 33:16-23.
294 John 1:1-18; 20:26-29; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:5-14.
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lows us to be transformed into His image.295 Although God is spirit and 
invisible, Jesus revealed the Father to humankind; so that all may know 
the potential of a personal spiritual relationship with God to be true 
and righteous! 

 
Attributes in reference to God, can be described in basically two ways: 
 

The ascriptions which describe the characteristics of God; thus •
that which ascribe to the Lord those things that are His.  
“Those distinguishing characteristics of the divine nature •
which are inseparable from the idea of God, and which 
constitute the basis and ground for his various manifestations 
to his creatures.”296 

 
Throughout philosophical history, there have been many discussions 
as to the attributes of God. Although such men as: Louis Berkhof, 
Charles Hodge, William Shedd, and Herman Bavinck have followed 
variations of categorization to the attributes of God as set forth in the 
Westminster Confession, other men such as J. Oliver Buswell Jr., and 
Charles Ryrie have denied categorization of God’s attributes altogether. 
The basic difference between those who would choose to categorize 
the attributes of God (realists) and those who would not (Nominalists), 
is that the realists see attributes as the elements or things in the being 
of God, and the Nominalists conceive God’s attributes as simple dif-
ferences in our conception of Him. 

Wisdom 
The Biblical notion of wisdom and knowledge: 

Begins with a fear of the Lord (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:2-7; •
9:9-11; 15:32, 33). By this reverent fear, man becomes wise and 
knowledgeable by God’s grace; through faithful submissive 
respectful devotion.  
Is to hate and shun evil (Proverbs 3:5-8; 8:10-14). •
Is to listen to the testimony of God and obey His commands •
(Psalm 19:7-14). 

295 Romans 8:28-30; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18; Colossians 3:5-17.
296 A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson, 1907), p. 244.
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Within the Biblical standard of “commandments” as set forth ◦
for the Body of Christ (church), it must be remembered that 
this context does not refer to the commands of the Mosaic or 
Levitical Laws, but rather the instruction to: love God first 
and foremost, love all others as ourselves, abide in the Word, 
and follow the perfect moral law—in love (Matthew 22:36-
40; John 8:31-36; James 1:21-25). 
In love—specifies that if God is the desire of our devotional ◦
love, we will submit to follow Him, while seeking to 
maintain subjection to His righteousness; as within the 
understanding that we were created by Him and for Him 
for this very reason (Colossians 1:15-23; Romans 10:1-13)!  

 
Is revealed to man through Christ Jesus, thus we become wise in •
Christ as we are 
 conformed to His image. (1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Romans •
8:26-30). 
The Biblical notion of wisdom is related to the attributes of the •
wisdom of God: 
As the wisdom of the world is but foolishness to God (1 •
Corinthians 1:18-24; 3:18-20). 
As those without discernment from the Holy Spirit cannot •
understand nor obtain wisdom regarding Jesus, as: Lord; 
Messiah (Christ) (1 Corinthians 2:6-16). The wisdom of Christ, 
is wisdom granted to those who are reconciled by God 
(Colossians 1:19-23). 
Because God who is all wise, has with sovereignty (kind •
intention of His will) planned what is best for humanity 
(Romans 11:33-36). 
Because the wisdom of God can in no way be understood by •
natural man; it is only by God’s rendered blessing of wisdom to 
spiritual man, that man is capable of obtaining it (Psalms 
104:24-35; Proverbs 3:13-20; cf. 1 Corinthians 2:6-15). 
Because the wisdom of God is displayed supremely in Christ •
Jesus; whom allowed Biblical wisdom to enter man’s 
understanding, by His bringing the message of eternal hope to 
humankind. By the Gospel teaching of “Christ crucified,” and 
acceptance of it (glory of Christ), God allowed the veil of 
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obscurity to be lifted, that man’s spiritual eyes would see clearly 
the Gospel truth; by faith (Matthew 11:25-30; 1 Corinthians 
1:18-2:5; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18). 

 
It has been argued, that we are yet under the Law of the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17). For the purpose of understanding, 
two points must be rendered: 
 

The Ten Commandments should noticeably be understood 1.
according to the moral content of the Commandments, regarding 
our relationship with God. As morality is very much a standard of 
both the Old and New Testaments (i.e. the perfect law, the law of 
liberty), and morality is a primary basis which ought to be evident 
within those who trust in the Lord, the Ten Commandments should 
be adhered to; yet not as a basis of the Law, but rather as a basis 
derived from sincerity of devotion for God. 

 
The Ten Commandments make emphasis of those things within the 2.
realm of sin from which relational degradation will assuredly occur. 
This fact is emphasized as:  

Love (reverent fear) for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, •
understanding, and knowledge; this fact emphasized by the first 
three commandments (Exodus 20:3-7; cf. Proverbs 1:7, 20-33; 
9:10-12). If sincerity of devotion for the Lord is not the 
foundation of our existence, then the Lord God is not the 
volitional foundation of our existence; which would make 
evident that we will neither submit to Him or abide in the 
Word (John 1:1-5; 8:31, 32; 15:4-11; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17)!  
Respect—is emphasized within all Ten Commandments. •
Respect first and foremost for the Lord, then for others; not 
forgetting respect for our own bodies, as by taking a day of rest 
each week (not necessarily as specified), for our mortal existence 
is frail and in need of rest in the Lord! To take a Sabbath (rest) 
day each week, allows us time to reflect upon God’s many 
blessings, while allowing us time in His presence to: worship, 
render praise, submit, learn, trust, and hope; for this is 
appropriate unto the Lord, for and by those who devotionally 
love Him (Hebrews 4:1-16). 
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God’s Ethical Attributes 
The “Ethical Attributes” of God are those that reveal His nature of ho-
liness, righteousness and goodness. Although many within the Body of 
Christ would seek a God of convenience as they focus upon carnal 
things; this many do by seeking reminder only of God’s love, while the 
fact of the aforementioned “Ethical Attributes” yet remains a major fac-
tor of truth, which is only denied by the foolishness of 
“self-centeredness”! When we remind ourselves of God’s absolute pu-
rity; proper reverence (attitude and behavior) becomes considerably 
more pronounced!297 According to Charles Hodge, holiness refers to 
God’s moral excellence and transcendent majesty. Because God is ab-
solutely holy, He is separate from fallen humanity. His holiness can be 
seen as His absolute purity; sin contradicts this aspect of His very nature. 
Because of the way in which sin separates us from God, we are called 
to be separated from sin unto God; thus the necessity to preserve purity 
in marriage, and within all church and personal relations.298  

Another of God’s “Ethical Attributes,” is “justice.” Justice being an 
adherence to both moral and ethical laws demonstrates how God fulfills 
His own laws which are in accordance with His nature. The infinite 
righteousness of God is the standard by which His attribute of “justice” 
is centered, and this inherent righteousness of God is that which sets 
the right laws (His righteous laws) for human government and the 
proper distribution of reward or punishment. The “Ethical Attribute” 
of God’s “justice” can be noted to have two distinctions, cumulative 
and reciprocal. God is not bound to His creatures by any determination 
on our part, yet is bound by His own nature of love; He has seen fit to 
bind Himself for the fulfillment of His own conditions in His relation-
ship with us.299  

Another of the “Ethical Attributes,” is the “goodness” of God. The 
“goodness” of God refers to His benevolence, love, mercy and grace. 
God is not simply loving; but rather the very essence of agape (uncon-
ditional) love!300 The “goodness” of God toward His people is derived 
from His own loyalty and kindness according to His willful relationship 

297 Isaiah 6:1-10.
298 1 Peter 1:13-21; Romans 12:1-21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 John 1:5-2:17.
299 Romans 9:6-29; Hebrews 5:11-6:20.
300 1 John 4:7-21.
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with man.301 God’s “goodness” can be seen in His manifested compas-
sion upon His children, and by His long-suffering toward those who 
deserve punishment (all of us).302 The “goodness” of God is manifest 
in His grace by which we are saved, strengthened, and led forth; His 
patience is grounded in lovingkindness.303 

 
With so great a lovingkindness surrounding us, why do  •
we yet bicker, complain, and make supplication for worldly 
additions? 
External of the intimate relationship with the Lord who is the •
very essence of pure love and truth; is it any wonder why 
insidious religion seeks physical realm blessings, and a God 
who is alterable according to human: doctrines, philosophies, 
and whims! 

It is due God’s goodness in having loved us first, which ◦
allows us the potential to both dwell within His love and 
love others without ulterior motives; for this is foundational 
within the relationship. As true love is founded within the 
spirit of individuals (received by the Holy Spirit—Galatians 
5:22-26), whereas secular lust (mimicked love) is founded 
within the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21); denial of God’s actual 
attributes is necessary within religion so as to maintain an 
alterable concept.  
Within the foolish pride of human existence, religion seeks ◦
change external of “self,” whereas within actual Christianity 
“self” is denied so as to allow internal growth in 
righteousness! Within Christianity humankind is altered in 
accordance to God’s work of sanctification; whereas 
religion seeks alterations within an unchangeable God. 
Insidious religion is therefore a basis of absolute absurdity, 
as God is pure and righteous within Himself; thus His 
attributes are un-alterable in accordance to His unique and 
absolute holiness. 

301 Psalm 136:1-26.
302 Psalms 86:1-17; 103:1-22.
303 John 1:1-18; Ephesians 2:1-10.
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Trinity 
Personal Note: Because the “Trinity” has been a much discussed subject 
for many years, and because this subject has been the root of many con-
troversies; I am including this segment for general information sake. 
I do not claim to have a full explanation as to the “Trinity” (triune God) 
being three personages yet the “one true God,” in accordance to theo-
logical reflection, so this is my best effort to explain what I do know; as 
by: formal training, prayer, supplication, and handling accurately (by 
God’s grace) the word of truth.  

Please understand, I have no appreciation for the confusion which 
comes forth during attempts to explain God through human intellect 
and reason (carnality)! My formal training was derived from obedience 
to God in following avenues of investigation, to both discover the truth 
regarding the reality of God, and the ways in which the beauty of the 
spiritual relational reality (actual Christianity) has been tainted, by the 
detrimental teachings of humankind within religious endeavor. My actual 
legitimate relationship with the Lord began with supplication for pure 
truth regarding Christianity (knowing Christ); for disgusted with dis-
covered correlations with paganism within the Christian religion (not 
Christianity), supplication was made; this allowing God’s masterful lead-
ership to guide me upon avenues of investigation to gain knowledge for 
the benefit of others, within God’s personal anointing upon me; for I 
am to train servants of the harvest solely foundational to the Lord (pure 
truth)! Within the book, including this chapter, it is my hope to allow 
individuals to go beyond the foolishness and confusion so abounding in 
the world today, so that with all confusion aside, individuals may abide 
both in the Gospel and in the Lord as legitimate children, and go beyond 
all that is of the world, including all aspects of “religiosity”! The spiritual 
relational reality between God and individuals is not complicated what-
soever, for Christianity is the reality of God both willing and working 
within individuals all that is pleasing unto Him! By witness of carnal at-
tempts to explain God, and thereby gaining understanding of the futility 
of such endeavors; it is hoped that devotion, discipline, obedience, and 
loyalty unto God will result; as many may simply move forward to God’s 
upward call in Christ Jesus, without the confusion of carnal futile intel-
lectualization and explanation! In the seeking of pure truth regarding 
the saving relationship (glory of Christ; reality of the Christ); all worldly 
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endeavor aside; the reality of God may be discovered, and this as He 
may begin and continue the “good work” of which He alone is capable!304 

Formal Training (Religious Theological Doctrine) 
The “Eternal Generation” of the Son asserts a necessary relation, be-
cause the act of generation is necessary, for if this depended on the free 
will of the Father then the Son would not be co-eternal with the Father. 
Because the Father exists, the Son of God must also exist in an equal 
state of substance, or we would be forced to admit that there is some 
form of subordination necessary for the Son’s existence. The relation 
between the Father and the Son is eternal, as it has always been, is, and 
always shall be. 

The “Eternal Generation” of the Son involves the divine immut-
ability and deity of 

the Son, which can be noted in Scripture both in regard to the Son 
alone and in the Son’s eternal relationship with the Father (Micah 5:2, 
3; John 17:1-5, 22-26; Colossians 1:15-17). The eternality of the Father 
is bound up with the eternality of the Son, for there cannot be one with-
out the other. The Father generates the Person of the Son, whose 
Person is constituted of the self’s same existence, for the Son is in the 
Father even as the Father is in the Son (John 14:9-11). 

The Father gives life to the Son. The relation between the Father 
and the Son is spiritual, eternal and divine; so spiritual affiliation does 
not result in change by physical division (Hebrews 1:1-4). There was 
never a time when they were not the same, as the Father has always 
generated the Son and the Son has always been begotten of the Father, 
thus there is no inferiority of rank between the Father and the Son 
(John 1:1-5; Luke 1:31-35). The person of Christ is God from Himself, 
thus God from God. 

The “Eternal Generation” of the Son can be noted to be the com-
munication from the Father to the Son, which is a communication of 
personal subsistence. In reference to Jesus’ (the second person of the 
Trinity) deity, He is His own source of deity, as the communication 
between the Father and the Son is eternal as the Father has always be-
gotten the Son. 

304 John 6:44-65; 14:6, 7.
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The “Eternal Procession” of the Holy Spirit, is affirmed by the nec-
essary relationship between the Holy Spirit and God the Father, and God 
the Son. The Father and the Son exist necessarily as God; the Holy Spirit 
must exist necessarily as God, or there is subordination in the subsistence.  

The Holy Spirit’s relationship with the Father and the Son is eternal 
and therefore has no beginning or ending, which demonstrates the di-
vine immutability and deity of the Holy Spirit. The relationship between 
the Holy Spirit and God the Father and God the Son, can be noted in: 
creation (Genesis 1:1, 2; Isaiah 40:12-14), redemption (Hebrews 9:13, 
14), and sanctification (John 14:15-18; Romans 8:12-17). 

The Holy Spirit’s “Eternal Procession” relationship with the Son 
can be noted by: His bearing witness (John 15:18-27), His being received 
directly from the Son (John 20:19-22), His seal of adoption upon true 
believers as sons and daughters of God (Galatians 4:1-11); which is 
proven by the Holy Spirit’s indwelling of believers in accordance with 
God’s grace through faith (Romans 8:9-11; Hebrews 12:1-11). 

The “Eternal Procession” of the Holy Spirit, is demonstrated as 
there is no inferiority regarding the Holy Spirit to the Father or Son 
(John 14:22-26; Acts 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 3:11-17; 6:12-20). The Holy 
Spirit is not dependent upon the Father or Son for His existence, nor 
was there any other relationship between the Holy Spirit and the Father, 
and Son. The Holy Spirit is self-existent in Himself. 

The Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son, as He 
also executes the plan of God (Genesis 1:1, 2; Titus 3:3-8). By this data, 
we can see that the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity is a necessity. 

The unity of God must be upheld without blurring the relations be-
tween the three. 

Just as the Son is eternally generated by the Father, so also has the 
Holy Spirit eternally proceeded from both the Father and the Son. The 
term “Eternal Procession,” is proven by Scriptural statements that affirm 
the Holy Spirit’s deity in relation to His spiritual existence with both 
the Father and the Son, which is proven by such statements as: 
 

John 15:26: “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 
the Father, He will bear witness of Me. 
Psalm 104:30: Thou dost send forth Thy Spirit, they are 
created; And Thou dost renew the face of the ground. 
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Matthew 12:28: “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 
Romans 8:9, 10: However, you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 
And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
 

There are many proofs that lead to the conclusion that Jesus is God, even 
as the Father is God. These proofs come under the many different names 
and activities which have been presented in Scripture as describing the 
Son of God, and can be noted in the following different indicators of 
Christ Jesus as God or Yahweh (“I Am” - Exodus 3:13-16; John 8:45-58). 

JEHOVAH OR YAHWEH: 

John the Baptist who was sent to “clear the way for the Lord” was re-
ferred to by the prophet Isaiah hundreds of years before Jesus walked 
as the Son of Man upon the earth (Matthew 3:3; Isaiah 40:3). The Son 
of God was the same Lord that was witnessed by Isaiah in times past; 
as He was also witnessed by the Apostles, and all who saw Him during 
His earthly ministry (John 12:37-41). The same glorious Lord which 
Isaiah saw in generations past, was the same glorious Lord that was wit-
nessed by Peter, James and John, when Jesus transfigured before them 
(Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Isaiah 6:1-3). 

The Son of God is to be worshipped and sanctified by believers, just 
as He was the only One to be worshipped in the Old Testament times 
(1 Peter 3:14-22; Exodus 20:2, 3; Hebrews 1:5-14; Psalm 97:1-12). The 
Son of God is the one and only Lord of hosts who is to be reverently 
feared, and is the (singular) stumbling block to those who refuse to be-
lieve and thus be saved (Isaiah 8:12-14; 45:21-25; 1 Corinthians 1:20-2:5; 
Galatians 5:1-11; Luke 8:9-18; John 3:1-21; Acts 4:8-12). The Son of 
God is the Lord who gives to each a measure of faith, and ascended on 
high leading the way to eternal life for all who believe (Ephesians 4:7-
16; Romans 12:3; Psalm 68:18-20). By these aforementioned examples, 
we know that the Son of God is indeed Yahweh; who spoke of Himself 
to the prophets of Old. 
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The Son of God is He from whom all things came, and it is He who 
is from everlasting to everlasting (Ephesians 3:1-12; Colossians 1:15-
23; Revelation 4:9-11). The Son of God is the one who makes all things 
to work together for good for those who believe, and is the One who is 
spoken of by the writer of Hebrews as the true God who is forever and 
ever (Romans 8:28; cf. 1 John 2:4-6; Hebrews 1:8).  

Christ’s eternality and pre-existence as Yahweh, can be noted by His 
being before all things (Colossians 1:15-17). The Son of God has gone 
forth from eternity past (Micah 5:2, 3), and holds as two of His titles 
(indicating once again His position as Yahweh)—Eternal Father / 
Mighty God; from whom will come eternal justice and righteousness 
(Isaiah 9:6, 7).  

The Son of God is evidenced to be Yahweh, by many of the titles by 
which He has been called: King (Psalm 2:6-12; Isaiah 6:5); King of 
kings and Lord of lords (1 Timothy 6:13-16; Revelation 17:14; cf. 
Philippians 2:9-11; Isaiah 45:20-25); Begotten One (Psalm 2:6-12; 
Acts 13:32-41); Lord (Psalm 110:1-7; Romans 10:4-13; Mark 1:1-3; 
Matthew 22:41-46); Righteous Scepter (Hebrews 1:8, 9); Wonderful 
Counselor (Isaiah 9:6); Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6); Creator (Romans 
1:24-32; 1 Peter 4:17-19; John 1:3, 4); God (John 1:1; Acts 15:8, 9); 
Word (John 1:1). The Son of God (Yahweh) came down from heaven 
(which means He was previously in heaven) long before being born in 
human form of the Virgin Mary (John 6:35-40); proven by His pre-in-
carnate work, many times under the name: 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 

The Son of God (Yahweh) appeared to many prior to coming in the 
flesh being born of the virgin Mary; and did so in all instances when 
the Lord in human form appeared visually to man (Genesis 16:11-13; 
32:24-30; Judges 2:1-5; 6:11-29; 13:9-23; Numbers 22:22-35; 23:4-26). 
Note: The appearing of the Lord to man had to be the second Person 
of the Trinity (Jesus / Yahweh); for God the Father and God the Holy 
Spirit have never appeared thus far to anyone (John 1:18; 14:8-11). The 
angel of the Lord mentioned in the Old Testament, was not in all cases 
Yahweh; sometimes the angel spoke to, and was answered by Yahweh, 
or emphasized / proclaimed Yahweh (Zechariah 1:7-17; 3:1-10); there-
fore, in these instances the angel of the Lord was indeed a messenger 
of the Lord (angel). The angel of the Lord (Yahweh) ceased to appear 
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after the incarnation of the Messiah (Christ) (Isaiah 7:14, 15; Matthew 
1:18-25; cf. John 1:41).  

Because many have spoken of the Holy Spirit as an impersonal form 
or power, the necessity arises to understand that the Holy Spirit is ex-
istent within Himself, and is a personal being whom is coordinated in 
His relationship with the Father and the Son. When the Holy Spirit is 
described as an impersonal entity, the relationship which He has with 
the Father and the Son is diminished. When the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit’s deity is questioned, misunderstanding as to His works and divine 
purpose becomes the end result. 

Many individuals maintain that personality can exist only in finite 
beings (humans), and thereby deny that personality can exist in that 
which is divinely infinite. This foolish assumption is based upon the 
human philosophy of superiority, and seems to deny the fact that man 
was made in God’s image; therefore the personalities of man are from 
God which is part of His likeness, as is our image.  

With “personality” being described as one’s ability to possess in-
tellect, emotions and volition, it can be plainly noted that the Holy 
Spirit has these aspects within His person, thus He has personality. 
The Holy Spirit being the person that He is (with personality) proves 
that He is not simply a power of influence; as was taught by Arius in 
early church History, and is yet followed today by some religions, i.e. 
Unitarianism / Jehovah’s Witnesses; but rather God who intervenes, 
wills and loves (1 Corinthians 12:1-11; Romans 8:20-30; Galatians 
5:22, 23). 

The personality (volition) of the Holy Spirit can be seen in many 
ways, as by His:  
 

Works: The Holy Spirit does works similar to that of the Father 1.
and the Son. Each has the works that they do, and each is personal 
in their works; thus personality. The works of the Holy Spirit 
demonstrate His personality, as He: 

Teaches: Just as Christ taught truth to all that would listen a.
(John 14:1-12; Luke 20:19-26), so also does the Holy Spirit 
teach truth, and cause those who believe to remember the 
teachings of Jesus (John 14:15-26; cf. 1 John 2:27). 
Testifies: The Holy Spirit continually bears witness of the b.
Son. Just as we bear witness of Christ by proclaiming the 
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presence of the Lord in our lives, so also does the Holy 
Spirit bear witness. 
Guides: The Holy Spirit guides believers in all truth. The c.
Holy Spirit knows all things, and thus knows all territories 
to which we may travel. Because we do not know or 
understand that which we have not yet experienced, it is 
imperative that we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us into 
areas that are unfamiliar to us; yet familiar to Him (Romans 
8:12-17; cf. James 4:13-17). 
Convicts: The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, d.
judgment and righteousness (John 15:18-16:15). 
Intercedes: The Holy Spirit intercedes for believers. When e.
we are weak in ourselves, then we are strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit; whether our weakness is in prayer or in a 
physical sense (Romans 8:18-30). An impersonal influence or 
inanimate entity would not be capable of compassion for us 
(1 John 4:11-21); thus the Holy Spirit is a Person with 
personality! 
Commands: The Holy Spirit commands (or compels) us to f.
either do that which He wills, or stop doing those things 
which are in violation of His will (Romans 8:12-14; 1 
Corinthians 12:3-11; cf. Galatians 3:1-5; 5:16-26; 1 John 
3:21-24; Acts 13:1-3). 
Regenerates: The Son gives life to individuals (John 5:19-g.
47); those given life are born again and regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:22-38; Titus 3:3-8; John 3:5-8). 

 
Identity: The Holy Spirit is God, just as the Father and Son are 2.
God. He thus is: holy, righteous, just, loving, kind, compassionate, 
good, and gentle; being: omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent. 
(Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 John 4:11-19). 

 
Attributes: 3.

Intellect / Knowledge: The Holy Spirit searches all things. a.
This signifies that the Holy Spirit investigates and examines, 
which proves independent thought and intelligence. The 
Holy Spirit has inscrutable wisdom, knowledge and 
understanding; as He understands the mind of God, and 

Gaining Perspective110



passes wisdom, understanding, and knowledge to man (1 
Corinthians 2:6-16; Proverbs 1:7; 2:1-22). The wisdom, 
understanding, and knowledge which the Holy Spirit 
possesses is far beyond man’s comprehension (Proverbs 
30:2-9; Isaiah 55:6-13)! 
Volition: The Holy Spirit has the ability to make sovereign b.
choices and decisions; thus He wills. Just as God the Father 
has volition (James 1:16-18), and God the Son has volition 
(Luke 22:41-44), so also does the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12:8-11). 
Emotions: In order to be grieved, one must possess c.
emotions. The Holy Spirit therefore has righteous 
emotional concerns; for when we sin, He is grieved 
(Ephesians 4:25-32; emphasis v. 30). 

 
Designation: The Greek work for spirit is pneuma, which is a word 4.
that signifies a neutral gender; therefore any pronoun substituted 
for pneuma would also have to be of a neutral gender, when in 
reference to that which is inanimate. The Holy Spirit is referred to 
in a masculine sense as by the pronoun “He” several times in 
Scripture, which proves once again that He is a person with a 
personality (examples - John 15:26, 27; 16:13-15). 

 
Position: There are many acts which can be performed regarding 5.
the Holy Spirit, with emphases that would make no sense if the Holy 
Spirit were not a Person with a personality. The Holy Spirit can be 
grieved (Isaiah 63:10; cf. Ephesians 4:30), blasphemed (Matthew 
12:32; Mark 3:28-30), resisted (Acts 7:51-53), lied to (Acts 5:3), and 
obeyed (Acts 10:3-23). 

 
Understanding that the Holy Spirit has a personality that is in direct 
association with His righteousness, holiness, wisdom, understanding, 
knowledge, compassion, love, and goodness is imperative if we are to 
trust Him within our personal relationship with Jesus. All that a believer 
does, or should do for the glory of God, is led by the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 8:14-17; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Galatians 5:18-26). How can 
we attempt to fight the good fight of the faith (1 Timothy 6:6-19), if 
we can’t trust the personality and strength of the Holy Spirit (Luke 
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24:46-49)? To not trust the Holy Spirit is to fail terribly (Ref. 1 Timothy 
1:18-20), whereas to trust Him is to be successful, victorious and blessed 
(John 3:5-8; 6:53-65; Romans 6:15-7:6; 8:5-17)! 
 
Personal Note: I may be wrong in my assumption, yet I completely 
disagree with any reference to the “Holy Spirit,” as the “Holy Ghost.” 
I did a word study of the word “ghost,” and found the word to mean - 
the soul or spirit of a dead person; a spiritual being (as by impersonal); 
faint and slightly displaced from the main image; secondary image, as 
from a defective lens; that which appears and disappears. Because the 
Holy Spirit is completely God in Himself and not simply a reflection 
of God, and He (the Holy Spirit) has never appeared to anyone (thus 
never appeared and then disappeared) (John 1:18), I find the reference 
to Him by the name “ghost” to be totally inappropriate.  

 
To accept the Deity of the Holy Spirit, is imperative if we are to know, 
love and trust our Lord. The Deity of the Holy Spirit is inextricably 
bound with the doctrine of the Trinity, and to deny one is to deny the 
other. The Deity of the Holy Spirit can be positively determined in 
Scripture, in how He (Holy Spirit) is related to; by His: 
 

Divine works: The divine works of the Holy Spirit give testimony 1.
and witness as to His deity. The following different works of the 
Holy Spirit absolutely prove that He is God, and cannot be denied 
(except by prideful stupidity, for even ignorance is not an excuse—
Romans 1:18-23; cf. Genesis 1:1, 2) by any humans capable of 
sensorium in experiencing life; for even life is a proof of His deity. 
The Holy Spirit is witnessed by His works of: 

The Holy Spirit generated the human form of Jesus within a.
the Virgin Mary (Matthew 1:20-25), guided and 
empowering Jesus within His sinless walk and ministry as 
the Son of Man (Mark 1:9-13; Luke 1:30-43; 4:1-13). 
Creation: Statements in the Scriptures make it perfectly b.
evident that the Holy Spirit is God and thus His deity is 
proven. By the very way in which God created all things 
through the Holy Spirit (Psalm 104:26-35), and the fact that 
all was void before the Holy Spirit passed over and created 
(Genesis 1:1-2:1); His deity is proven beyond any doubt! 
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Inspiration of Scripture: The Word of God is exactly that—c.
“the Word of God. Just as the Holy Spirit overshadowed 
Christ’s walk as the Son of Man, so also did the Holy Spirit 
overshadow and inspire each and every Scriptural writer in 
all that was written. The word of truth (Psalm 119:160; John 
17:17) points directly to the reality of truth which is Christ 
(John 14:6-10; cf. Ephesians 4:17-32). If the Holy Spirit had 
not led the writers to write in complete truth, then the 
Scriptures would not be inerrant (in original language and 
format) and thus could not be the Word of God; for no lie is 
of the truth (1 John 2:21; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10). To accept 
Jesus as the reality of truth is to accept the Holy Spirit as the 
Spirit of truth, and thus the Scriptures as the word of truth! 
To deny the truthfulness of any of the three, is to deny the 
truth of the other two (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). Violating this 
simple principle remains a reason that many never come to 
knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Timothy 3:1-9). 
Regeneration of believers: To regenerate is to give life. The d.
Holy Spirit is the author of the born again experience (Titus 
3:1-8), which is necessary if we are to be reborn into the 
family of God, and inherit God’s kingdom (John 3:3-8). The 
spiritual life of believers is granted and led by the Holy 
Spirit; to follow the Holy Spirit in walking in accordance 
with one’s renewed nature, is to walk in a manner pleasing to 
God (Romans 8:6-11). Walking under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit is the opposite of walking in the flesh (John 
6:63; Romans 7:1-6); for the two are opposed one to the 
other (John 6:63; Romans 7:1-6; cf. Galatians 5:17)! The 
Holy Spirit gives life in this manner, for His deity is assured 
and witnessed by His position as Creator of the new birth. 
Intercession for believers: Just as Christ intercedes for e.
believers (Romans 8:33-39), so also does the Holy Spirit in 
accordance to His divine nature of love and compassion. We 
as believers are weak; so the Holy Spirit intercedes for us 
with groaning too deep for words, and with power (Romans 
8:18-27; Ephesians 3:14-21). 
Sanctification of believers: The believer comes to be “in f.
Christ,” by the work of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 
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1:25-31). It is also by this sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit, that believers are justified and come to a continued 
understanding of the truth (Hebrews 10:1-18). 
Assists believers: The Holy Spirit leads and helps believers g.
to live their lives within the light and knowledge of truth 
(John 4:20-24; 14:15-26; cf. 1 John 1:1-10). 

 
It is evident that the works of the Holy Spirit indicate His deity, within 
the Godhead with the Father and the Son! 
 

Divine attributes: 2.
Life: Just as the Father and Son have life in themselves, so a.
also does the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:2; Life in the Father 
and Son reference—Joshua 3:10; John 1:1-4; 1 Timothy 
3:14-16). 
Omniscience: The Holy Spirit searches all things, including b.
the depths of God. Man is incapable of understanding the 
immenseness of God, but the Holy Spirit understands all 
things (1 Corinthians 2:10-14; Romans 11:33-36). 
Omnipotence: The Holy Spirit gave life to creation, and has c.
power over all things (Genesis 1:2-2:1; Job 33:4). 
Omnipresence: The Holy Spirit is in all places at all times, d.
which can be noted in how He indwells all believers 
simultaneously (John 14:16, 17), exampled by the statement 
of King David as to his inability to hide from the Holy 
Spirit no matter where he may go (Ref. - Psalms 139:1-18). 
Eternality: The Holy Spirit is from eternity past and will e.
continue to exist throughout eternity future (Hebrews 
9:11-14). 
Holiness: Holiness is to be entirely set apart and separated f.
from sin. The Holy Spirit by name alone is identified as 
holy, and is grieved when we sin; which proves His holy 
nature (Ephesians 4:25-32; Isaiah 63:7-14). The holiness of 
the Holy Spirit can be blasphemed, which also indicates that 
His holiness is very serious business and is not to be taken 
lightly nor denied (Matthew 12:30-37). 
Love: The Holy Spirit does not simply love; He is love; just as g.
the Father and Son are love. If the Holy Spirit did not possess 
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love as a primary attribute, He would not be able to pass true 
(agape) love to believers (Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 John 4:7-21). 
Agape love is an attribute of the Holy Spirit’s deity; this love 
is not attainable by human flesh, rather it is implanted into an 
individual’s spirit by the Holy Spirit at the time of the rebirth 
(into God’s family)! This is the only righteous love which can 
be devotionally returned unto the Lord! 
Truth: The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth (John 14:16, 17; h.
15:20-16:1). The Holy Spirit is truth, just as Jesus is truth 
(Ref. - John 14:6). The Holy Spirit is absolute truth, which 
can be noted in the inspired Word of God which was and is 
also absolute truth (in the inerrancy of original content) (2 
Timothy 2:15; John 17:17). 

 
Divine names / titles: Spirit of God / Spirit of Christ—this title or 3.
name identifies the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son, and 
affirms His: oneness with the Father and the Son, and His deity (1 
Corinthians 2:11-13; Romans 8:6-14; Acts 16:6-10). The individuality 
of the Holy Spirit’s identity as referenced by these two names, is easily 
distinguished (example—Romans 8:16, 17; Ephesians 4:4-6). 

THE SIMPLICITY OF GOSPEL TRUTH;  

ALOOF RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE 

Now that we have witnessed the supposed necessities of theological 
doctrine and reasoning, let us now evidence the truth of the Gospel. 

The religious adamancy regarding the “doctrine of the Trinity” was 
derived from human pride and arrogance which arose during contro-
versies and debates early in church history, as men void of the Holy 
Spirit attempted to explain God and a basis of faith as through carnal 
intellect; which led to council meetings such as at Nicea (A.D. 325). An 
individual named Arius was so emphatic in attempting to prove Jesus` 
humanity that he denied Jesus` deity. This led to pigheadedness on both 
sides, as Arius attempted to maintain his philosophies (Jesus created by 
God; Holy Spirit created by Jesus), while church leadership (led by 
Romans Catholics) attempted to maintain and prove their own philos-
ophies. It was derived from this controversy that the “Nicene Creed” 
came into existence; as by doctrine. In an attempt to prove how Jesus 
was fully man and yet fully God, church leadership (void of the Spirit) 
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became adamant to the point of stating that Jesus was never without 
deity; as can be witnessed by theological doctrines (i.e. the Nicene 
Creed; Westminster Confessions—which follow).  

Although the “Trinity,” as by doctrine, cannot actually be understood 
or explained spiritually by human beings (finite creatures); the fact re-
mains that emphatic attempts to spiritualize God within the physical 
realm (religiosity) have been coming forth by humankind for genera-
tions! The imperative yet remains that we are to worship and serve the 
one true God (monotheism), while avoiding controversies and doctrines 
which would increase confusion, leading also to the unleashing of foolish 
human pride and arrogance which attempts to explain God (infinite 
Creator)! Those within Islam, who seek to better know the one true 
God, sum up the “doctrine of the Trinity” by the simple statement that 
it is “confusing,” which is a simple and accurate summation! 
 

Nicene Creed: 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all 
things visible and invisible, and in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, the only-begotten of the Father, that is, of the 
substance [������] of the Father, God from God, light from 
light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
substance [����������] with the Father, through whom all 
things came to be, those things that are in heaven and those 
things that are on earth, who for us men and for our salvation 
came down and was made flesh, and was made man, suffered, 
rose the third day, ascended into the heavens, and will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

Westminster Confession (Chapter Two): 
 

Of God, and of the Holy Trinity 
2:1 There is but one only (Deut 6:4; 1 Cor 8:4, 6) living, and 
true God (Jer 10:10; 1 Thes 1:9): who is infinite in being and 
perfection (Job 11:7-9, 26:14), a most pure spirit (John 4:24), in-
visible (1 Tim 1:17), without body, parts (Deut 4:15, 16; Luke 
24:39; John 4:24), or passions (Acts 14:11, 15), immutable (Mal 
3:6; James 1:17), immense (1 Kings 8:27; Jer 23:23, 24), eternal 
(Psa 90:2; 1 Tim 1:17), incomprehensible (Psa 145:3), almighty 
(Gen 17:1; Rev 4:8), most wise (Rom 16:27), most holy (Isa 
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6:3; Rev 4:8), most free (Psa 115:3), most absolute (Ex 3:14), 
working all things according to the counsel of His own immu-
table and most righteous will (Eph 1:11), for His own glory 
(Prov 16:4; Rom 11:36); most loving (1 John 4:8, 16), gracious, 
merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, for-
giving iniquity, transgression, and sin (Ex 34:6, 7); the rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him (Heb 11:6); and with all most 
just and terrible in His judgments (Neh 9:32, 33), hating all sin 
(Psa 5:5, 6), and who will by no means clear the guilty (Ex 
34:7; Nah 1:2, 3). 
 
2:2 God hath all life (John 5:26), glory (Acts 7:2), goodness (Psa 
119:68), blessedness (Rom 9:5; 1 Tim 6:15), in and of Himself; 
and is alone in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in 
need of any creatures which He hath made (Acts 17:24, 25), not 
deriving any glory from them (Job 22:2, 23), but only manifest-
ing His own glory in, by, unto, and upon them: He is the alone 
fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom 
are all things (Rom 11:36D); and hath most sovereign dominion 
over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them whatsoever 
Himself pleaseth (Dan 4:25, 35; 1 Tim 6:15; Rev 4:11). In His 
sight all things are open and manifest (Heb 4:13); His knowl-
edge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature 
(Psa 147:5; Rom 11:33, 34), so as nothing is to Him contingent, 
or uncertain (Ezek 11:5; Acts 15:18). He is most holy in all His 
counsels, in all His works, and in all his commands Psa 
145:17; Rom 7:12). To Him is due from angels and men, and 
every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience 
he is pleased to require of them (Rev 5:12-14). 
 
2:3 In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of 
one substance, power, and eternity; God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost (Matt 3:16, 17; 28:19; 2 Cor 
13:14; 1 John 5:7). The Father is of none, neither begotten, 
nor proceeding: the Son is eternally begotten of the Father: 
the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the 
Son (John 1:14, 18). 
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Let us now evidence the truth; so that truth may prevail over doctrine! 
Jesus was always God (John 1:1-3; 10:25-30; 14:1-11)! God intentionally 
emptied Himself by coming in the form of a human being (i.e. 
Immanuel), so as to redeem sinful humanity; in accordance to His lov-
ingkindness, and grace (unmerited favor) (Isaiah 7:13-17; 9:1-7; 
Matthew 1:18-25). The Biblical emphasis of reality is that God came 
to redeem sinful men and women from the wages of sin which is death 
(lovingkindness), while doing so without any basis of our warranting or 
deserving the blessing; for it is a free gift (GRACE) (Ephesians 2:1-10). 

Within the adamancy of attempting to prove the doctrine of the 
Trinity (thus attempting to explain and defend God religiously), Who 
has no necessity of our intervention in the physical realm, except to 
present our bodies as living sacrifices for service, the doctrine of the 
Trinity borders on Tri-theism (three Gods rather than three Persons 
within one Godhead); although we worship the one true God, for there 
is no other (Deuteronomy 4:1-40; Isaiah 45:1-25; Romans 12:1-3; 14:1-
12)! There is but one “Lord” and “Savior,” who is the Lord our God 
(Isaiah 43:1-25; Luke 2:1-20; John 3:1-21)! 

In accordance to the theological doctrine called “Christology,” Jesus 
being fully God at all times, was incapable of sin. If this were true, then 
Jesus could never have been tempted fully as we (humans) have been; 
yet it was by Jesus` having done so that He warranted and earned the 
stature of being our High Priest forever; according to the order of 
Melchizedek (Hebrews 5:1-10:39). Although I cannot for a moment 
either believe or state myself to have understanding as to the immensity 
of how Christ Jesus emptied himself fully in accordance to the Father’s 
will, I can (with full Biblical assurance) know that Jesus was capable of 
sin (although He was without sin); for this was necessary in accordance 
to His becoming our High Priest (Philippians 2: 5-11; Hebrews 4:11-
5:14).We must also consider—Jesus never performed miracles prior to 
the Holy Spirit descending upon Him at the completion of His baptism, 
to fulfill all righteousness; which empowered Him to fulfill His earthly 
ministry (Matthew 3:15-17; 4:1-25; Mark 1:9-11). 

Summation 
Although no human being who has ever lived can actually explain God 
or the Trinity as by emphasis within Scripture, many have attempted 
to explain both; leading to human religious doctrines and controversies 
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that both violate the Gospel and bring forth great confusion. If indi-
viduals cannot even understand what is written in the Gospel, it is 
completely foolish to speculate things pertaining to God which are 
foundational to assumption and conjecture; a prime example of this 
being “how Jesus emptied Himself” so as to be tempted in all ways, as 
we are! The fact remains—we are to have faith and trust in God within 
the simplicity of innocence found in a child (Matthew 18:1-14). To jour-
ney upon doctrinal tangents, is to journey into bondage by one’s own 
choosing; yet no one has the right to lead others into bondage, when 
our Lord has called us to be free, as by abiding in His Word (John 8:31-
45)! The simple fact remains, that although explanations pertaining to 
and defenses of God are in actuality impossible by human beings, all 
things are possible with God (Matthew 19:16-26); for truly—God is all 
powerful, all knowing, kind, merciful, gracious, and the very essence of 
both pure undefiled love and truth (John 14:1-11; 1 John 4:7-21)!  

There is but one true God, who is omnipotent, omnipresent, and 
omniscient! Within the darkness and deception in the Christian religion, 
which by the third century A.D. was terribly tainted by Roman 
Catholicism (ritualistic religion of the flesh); as distinguished from actual 
Christianity (spiritual relational reality); increased doctrines came forth 
in attempts to prove and defend the religion, which brought forth fur-
therance of disputes and controversies, leading to an increase of: 
doctrines, precepts, philosophies, and traditions (fleshly religiosity). The 
only defense that believers in God are to make is defense of the hope 
which is in them (salvation; the goodness and righteousness of the Lord); 
for any other type defense is aloof focus upon the Lord, thus defenses 
made through the blinding effects of carnal pride and distraction!305  

Within humankind’s attempts to explain and defend God religiously 
in the physical realm (sic et non—I believe that which I may understand), 
complete avoidance has been maintained in worshipping God by actual 
faith (Hebrews 11:1-40). Within the religiosity which is prevalent upon 
planet earth, humankind has attempted to place an explainable god upon 
a throne within an enclosure as designated by man. It has been stated 
that the God of Islam is a different God than is worshipped within 
Christianity; yet Cain, Abel, Ishmael, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Esau 
all worshipped the same one true God! Within the absurdity of “reli-

305 1 Peter 3:13-4:6; examples—Luke 21:10-19; Acts 22:1-21; 26:2-20.

The Big If 119



gion,” deceived leadership void of the Holy Spirit’s guidance, has always 
attempted to claim superiority within their personal religious relation-
ship with the Creator, and in doing so have caused divisions and 
confusion within the ranks of many who have attempted to righteously 
utilize the measure of faith given them by God. This is foolish to the 
extreme, for we are to love God and all others in a sincerely unified 
fashion (in truth); as all who seek to love and worship the one truth 
God, are one in the endeavor if foolish pride and distraction remain 
aloof; for seeking the Lord must be without compromise, variation, or 
excuse from within a maintained state of humility in seeking of the 
truth! God is righteously worshipped in spirit and in truth by faith; He 
is not worshipped in accordance to the flesh and the deceptive doctrines 
of religion! The one true God sought by devotional Muslims, is the 
exact same one true God worshipped and sought by devotional 
Christians; for there is but one true God! Mohammad was exiled from 
Mecca because of his proclamations of the one true God, to individuals 
who proclaimed polytheism (many gods); yet with time became doc-
trinal in his teaching due to attempts to defend the truth as by fleshly 
means, as have many others including Christian zealots, of which all 
who fell prey to these worldly distractions went astray from simplicity 
of devotion! Because of the many doctrinal teachings which increased 
over the years in attempts to defend beliefs (both Muslim and Christian) 
as by continued pride, arrogance and mis-focus, great controversies 
have repeatedly arisen causing further: disputes, dissentions, aggressions, 
and belligerency; this always occurs when failing to focus upon the Lord 
by faith, as all that is of the flesh gains control of endeavors because 
God is no longer allowed to both will and work for His own good pleas-
ure! Thus, the masterful leadership of God which occurs in the spiritual 
realm, is obscured by the darkness of the flesh and its many facets: pride, 
arrogance, self-centeredness, hatred, disputes, outbursts of anger, etc.; 
because failing to deny “self” and thereby allow God to lead in the spir-
itual realm, all that is of the physical realm and thereby under the 
influence of the evil one (Satan) becomes dominant and therefore in 
control of all such endeavors! This is why “self” must be denied habit-
ually by all who seek to follow the Lord; for without denial of “self,” 
the flesh is easily enticed by evil and thereby led astray of God’s 
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righteousness!306 To devotionally love the Lord, is to allow the Lord to 
masterfully lead and train in righteousness; for there is no exception to 
the fact that all true servants of the Lord are led by the Holy Spirit, 
thus those who are enticed to follow the flesh become enemies of God’s 
work of righteousness!307 Both the Islamic religion and the Christian 
religion; as distinguished from actual Islam and Christianity; have gone 
terribly astray into the unfruitful deeds of religious darkness, because 
of attempts to defend the religious differences by physical realm means 
(carnality); whereas, this would never have happened had all: denied 
the flesh (self), maintained focus upon the Lord by faith, abstained from 
controversies, abstained from emphasis upon doctrines and traditions; 
for without the distractions and prideful foolishness, everyone seeking 
the one true God could be united in worshipping God in spirit and in 
truth, doing so righteously in love!308  

God being immortal has complete holiness, righteousness and order 
within all that He does, thus His manifested presence is according to 
His sovereign volition; which is far beyond human manifesto (Isaiah 
55:1-13; 1 Timothy 1:12-17)! God is awesome, and is to be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth (John 4:20-24)! God having the very essence of 
immense power (for He is God) is capable of: 
 

All that is within His good, acceptable and perfect will (Romans •
12:1, 2). 
Being centrally located upon His throne in heaven (the Father) •
(Matthew 5:34, 35; 23:20-22). 
Being in human form, for the graceful sake of those created in •
His image (spiritually); His human form being but one (Jesus / 
the Angel of the Lord; the only begotten) (John 1:1-18; 3:1-21; 
Acts 13:15-41; Hebrews 1:5-14; 5:1-10; 1 John 3:1-18). 
Being simultaneously throughout the entirety of His creation •
(the Holy Spirit) (Genesis 1:1-31; Matthew 3:11-17; Romans 
5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13; 2 
Corinthians 6:1-10). 

 

306 Matthew 16:21-28.
307 John 15:18-16:6, specific vs. 1-3; Romans 8:1-17.
308 Ephesians 4:1-32; Galatians 5:16-26; example - 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.
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As Simple As It Gets—We are to worship the one true God in spirit 
and in truth; without compromise, variation, excuse or exception (John 
4:20-24; Galatians 4:1-11; James 1:2-12)! Although there is emphasis 
within Scripture of the many different wonderful things which God 
has, and continues to do for the sake of His Creation; there is no em-
phasis or mention of the “Trinity,” and this so that confusion may be 
avoided! We are to simply accept the many facets of God’s goodness, 
righteousness and forthright ways, without: question, doubt, human 
reason, or doctrinal explanation; as we simply believe that He is, and is 
a rewarder of those who (diligently) seek Him; this with the faith of a 
humble trusting child (Hebrews 11:1-6; James 4:1-17). As actual 
Christianity is all about God from within a personal relationship, the 
matter remains one of faith, focus, hope, and trust in Him; for He alone 
is faithful, and able to bring forth eternal holy and righteous fulfillment 
of all things! We have no need of explanation; but rather necessity to 
simply: believe, love, learn from, follow, and trust Him! 

The emphasis of: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the New 
Testament was for the sake of all believers, starting with the Israelites 
and proselytes of the Mosaic and Levitical Laws, from the time of their 
being chosen and drawn by God. The Levitical Law was the only reli-
gion which was ever designated by God; for the “Law” demonstrated 
the absolute preciseness of God, and the virtual inability to reach or 
maintain such a standard of precision by human beings; thus the ne-
cessity for the coming Messiah (Christ / Savior); who being God in 
human form would do for humankind what could never be accom-
plished by any other means! God has always been the only means of 
salvation!309 With the Israelites having practiced religion throughout 
the many years of their early history, there was necessity to learn of the 
spiritual relational reality within which we are saved; thus the “Law” 
was but a tutor which pointed to Christ, at which point the imperative 
became “faith!”310 This emphasis is upon all human beings, for with the 
ascension of Christ, religion became null and void, as the spiritual re-
lational reality was then fully the only way in which we may be saved; 
with acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior (reality of the Christ; glory 
of Christ), thus physical realm religion was defunct and no longer 

309 Isaiah 45:21-25; Acts 4:8-12.
310 Galatians 3:1-4:11.



valid!311 With the difficulty of walking completely away from that which 
has been practiced for years within one’s flesh (physical realm religion 
and traditions), to walk by faith trusting God fully as the only avenue 
to success and victory; the imperative became to learn the tutorial of 
the tutor (Levitical Law), and walk away from all physical realm religious 
practices so as to enter the spiritual relational reality by faith; which 
can only be maintained by strict discipline to focus upon the author and 
perfecter of faith (Jesus; God)! It is for this reason that the emphasis 
was rendered in the Gospel regarding the distinction of the: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit; this to emphasize the distinct difference between 
religion with physical realm manifestations, and the spiritual relational 
reality, so as to allow the transition from physical realm religion in the 
flesh, to the spiritual reality within which we are saved by faith! During 
the dispensation of the Law (physical realm religion), multitudes of 
Israelites continually went astray, whereas a remnant never did; the rea-
son being due the fact that the remnant trusted God by faith although 
participating in the Levitical Law as designated by God, and the mul-
titudes never truly grasped the concept (of faith) due to solely practicing 
religiosity (Levitical Law). To continue holding onto aspects of practiced 
religion is extremely dangerous once coming to the spiritual relation-
ship; for as God is spirit and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth, 
while being trusted by faith, holding to any aspects of physical realm 
religion as by fleshly: indulgence, practice and intellect, causes extreme 
detriment and even destruction in regards to our walking by faith, which 
is the only way to remain pleasing to the Lord our God (both then and 
now)!312 As all that remains of “religion” (doctrines, philosophies, tra-
ditions, precepts, ideologies, idealisms, conjecture and assumption) are 
now unrighteous practices because of the standards set forth by God 
with the coming of the Messiah (faith; spirituality); all such practices 
are potentially within the darkness of deceit, and must cease entirely! 
Anyone who holds to the darkness of religion in any way, shape or form, 
whether intentionally or in ignorance, is incapable of walking in the 
light of truth with the Lord; thus practiced darkness withholds the bless-
ings of light and truth within which the blessings of God are received!313  

311 Romans 10:1-21, emphasis vs. 8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.
312 Hebrews 11:1, 2, 6.
313 John 3:1-21, emphasis vs. 16-21; Romans 2:17-29; Galatians 3:10-4:11; 

1 John 1:5-10; 3:1-18.
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Are religious practices actually worth losing the blessings of God? I 
cannot even begin to count the number of individuals who have stated 
that they will not turn away from practiced religious traditions and/or 
doctrines, because they have always practiced celebrating the traditions 
and adherence to the doctrines. This directly indicates that multitudes 
are guilty of blatant idolatry of “self,” as their fleshly volition takes prece-
dence over the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God, and the kind 
intention of God’s will! The standards of worship set forth by God being 
entirely righteous and appropriate are for our spiritual wellbeing and 
benefit; why then would we allow spiritual detriment and possible out-
right spiritual destruction be an option!314 Does this type volitional 
behavior demonstrate love for God? The truth regarding the practiced 
traditions of the Christian religion is rendered in chapter eight. Please 
understand—“self” seeks to hold us where we have been; with denial 
of “self,” the Lord is allowed and capable of leading us beyond the flesh, 
unto the spiritual reality of our existence! 

THE DECREE OF GOD 

Because the decree of God is of a theological perspective, and therefore 
in many ways an attempted act of explanation regarding our Lord; I 
will simply say this about God’s decree: 

Although many teach that everything a believer does is actually the 
will (or decree) of God for their life, this yet remains inaccurate and 
inappropriate. Although all that a believer does is within the knowledge 
of God; as He knows all things; sinfulness is never within the will of 
God, and therefore there is no excuse to either sin or blame one’s inap-
propriate behavior on God, as by stating the inappropriate to be within 
God’s decree. Humble submission, abiding in the Word and prayer will 
always change an individual’s life when God is at work; if they are sincere 
and persistent in their loyalty to God in accordance to His grace. God 
truly does work all things together for good, in the lives of those who 
humbly and lovingly submit to His calling according to His purpose; 
which always involves sanctification (Romans 6:15-23; 1 Corinthians 
1:18-2:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8)! 

When emphasis is placed upon the—decree of God, aside of revealed 
righteous eternality, then interpretation is generally attempted regarding 

314 Proverbs 2:1-15; Jeremiah 5:1-31.
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God’s sovereign will; which rarely being available for man’s knowledge, 
renders in most cases covetousness of that which is God’s alone (Psalm 
2:1-12). Within the fact that most mention of “decree” within Scripture 
is pertaining to the decrees rendered by human authority, to attempt 
explanations or interpretations of what God decrees within a context 
of comparison within human authority is absurd and unwarranted! 

Sinfulness 
The ways of the world and of sin can be compared to the rush of a swift 
river, upon the banks of which all humanity must tread. When we focus 
upon our Guide (the Lord our God), maintaining a position relative to 
His, we walk in safety knowing in whom we trust.315 When we vary in 
focus via our strides of life, we tend to fall into the swift currents of sin 
and worldly desires, which then carry us away quickly and efficiently 
into dangers and potential spiritual death.316 To stay from the effective 
and swift dangers of sin, a firm focus upon our Guide (Lord) and grasp 
of the rail which protects is necessary and warranted; yet the rail (Biblical 
moral and ethical standards) itself cannot fully protect us, for our grip 
is sure to lax.317 This is where our focus (faith) and obedience (by grace) 
work together in harmony for our safe walk of devotion.318 

The law was given purposefully, yet within the Covenant of grace 
should never lead to legalism, or antinomianism. It is unfortunate that 
few surrender unto the wisdom of God’s grace to realize that under-
standing as to proportional balance is necessary to stay from either 
extreme.319 The Law was a great tool which emphasized the human sin-
ful nature; the perfect law of liberty (Scriptures) yet remains a great 
tool for maintaining one’s moral stature and demeanor.320 The purpose 
of the Law was fulfilled in showing mankind’s sinful nature and dire 
need of redemption, then in what the Law could not do (redeem) the 
Lord did in accordance to His lovingkindness and grace.321 The swift-
ness of sin is countered only by the faithfulness and steadfastness of 

315 Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:23-27.
316 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Peter 5:8-11; Romans 6:15-23.
317 Hebrews 12:1-3; Luke 6:46-49; James 2:1-12.
318 Romans 3:21-31; 7:13-25; Hebrews 12:7-11; 1 John 2:3-11.
319 Acts 15:7-18.
320 James 1:25.
321 Romans 8:1-4; John 3:16; 1 John 4:9, 10.
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God, which He freely gives to all who devotionally accept His grace 
through faith.322 The law was given to emphasize our need, whereas 
the grace of God is freely given by Him to fulfill our need. 

An expression of God’s divine will (moral law) is noted by A. H. 
Strong, who said: 

 
The expression of the divine will in the constitution of rational 
and free agents, this we call moral law. This elemental law of 
our moral nature with which only we are now concerned, has 
all the characteristics mentioned as belonging to law in general. 
It implies (a) a divine Lawgiver, or ordaining will. (b) Subjects, 
or moral beings upon whom the law terminates. (C) General 
command, or expression of this will in the moral constitution 
of the subjects. (D) Power, enforcing the command. (E) Duty, 
or obligation to obey. (F) Sanctions, or pains and penalties for 
disobedience.323 

Sinful Nature Forgiven: GRACE 
God justifies sinners because of the righteous acts of Christ. By grace 
through faith, we as sinners are imputed with the righteousness of 
Christ, and thus declared by God as righteous.324 Although all human-
kind (with exception of the Son of Man) has been imputed with a sinful 
nature due to Adam’s disobedience, only those who accept the reality 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and His atoning work on the cross are: justified, 
sanctified, imputed with Christ’s righteousness, and blessed with eternal 
life.325 Just as through the disobedience of the one—Adam, all broke 
the former covenant (of works), so now through the obedience and sac-
rifice of the One—Christ, those who follow Him (Christians) are 
redeemed and restored to full reconciliation.326 

The epitome of God’s covenant of grace was and is found in the 
fulfillment of prophecy concerning the coming Messiah.327 This ful-
fillment was manifest when the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

322 1 Peter 5:5-7; 2 Peter 1:4-11; Hebrews 4:1-16.
323 A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Valley Forge, PA.), p. 537.
324 Romans 3:21-31, emphasis vs. 24, 25; 4:1-8.
325 Romans 5:14-21; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26.
326 Romans 5:8-21.
327 Christ - Matthew 1:18-25.
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us; who had come to save all God’s children from their sins.328 The 
fulfillment of prophecy in regard to God’s covenant to draw His own 
(Israelites) unto Himself was fully revealed with the statement that the 
blood of Jesus was that which sealed the new covenant for all time.329 
Because the first covenant (of the Law) held fault and was unfulfilling, 
the old had to be done away with so as to usher in the new; which 
through Christ brought forth restoration within God’s love and 
grace.330 This passing away of the old with the coming of the new is 
an epoch (beginning point) of a dispensation, or movement of 
Scripture; from the dispensation of the Law (old), to the dispensation 
of grace (new). 

The Covenant of Grace which has and will bring forth eternal life 
for all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, having sincerely accepted 
personally who He is (Lord; glory of Christ) and what He has done 
(Savior); is contingent upon the obedience and sacrifice of the Lamb 
of God.331 The Covenant of Grace is therefore contingent upon the 
work of Christ in fulfilling the obedience which man could not, there-
fore faith in Jesus and His atoning work is necessary if we are to be 
accepted into the family of God.332 The Covenant of Grace is not only 
the covenant which has saved all who believe, but is also a covenant 
which is maintained by the guidance and strength of God. An appro-
priate walk within the covenant is dependent upon continued faith and 
obedience, therefore being conformed to Christ’s image becomes in-
herently important; as being a new creature in Christ, there must be 
evidence of deliverance from the former deeds of darkness!333 God’s 
grace being of utmost importance for success to all who trust in Him 
for salvation, demonstrates God’s grace is extremely valuable (spiritually 
prosperous) to those who have been saved! 

The Bible begins in Genesis demonstrating God’s love for human-
kind, by the creation of humankind in God’s own image (spiritually).334 
Upon man’s failure to render obedience toward God when tested via 

328 John 1:1-18.
329 Hebrews 9:1-28.
330 John 3:11-21; 1 John 4:7-10.
331 Romans 10:8-13; John 1:22-34; Hebrews 2:5-18.
332 Romans 5:1-5; Galatians 3:25-29; Philippians 3:7-14.
333 James 2:14-26; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Ephesians 5:1-10; Philippians 1:6-2:13; 

Romans 6:1-14; 8:28-30; 1 John 2:1-6.
334 Genesis 1:26-31.
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temptation, God continued His lovingkindness toward humans by the 
setting forth of enmity between good (Christ) and evil (Satan).335 This 
test of His chosen to make the right decisions when presented with 
both truth and temptation; continued throughout the sin cycle of the 
Old Testament, and is in force today as God yet seeks obedience and 
loyalty to be based in truth.336 Even as the covenants passed from the 
Old Covenant of the Law to the New Covenant of grace, the evidence 
of God’s continued work for the benefit of humankind has remained of 
witness. Although many may deny the presence of the Lord in the world 
today and throughout history, the evident truth remains intact and 
sound—by the existence of all that God has created and done.337  

Fruitfulness (Blessing) of the  
Holy Spirit’s Presence 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit is in stark contrast to the deeds of the 
flesh.338 The deeds of the flesh will always remain at the forefront of 
one’s behavior, unless the power of the Holy Spirit brings forth 
change.339 The change which the Holy Spirit brings forth in the lives 
of believers is the change from prevalent exhibit of the deeds of the 
flesh, to an increasing exhibit of the fruit of the Spirit (darkness to light)! 
As the believer submits to God in humility, the Holy Spirit renders the 
strength and guidance necessary for this change to occur.340 This work 
of the Holy Spirit is necessary for Christian victory over the flesh, as 
also this work of the Spirit brings forth success in proclamation of 
truth.341 It is the presence of the Holy Spirit’s work, or continual lack 
thereof, which makes evident one’s position within the Body of Christ.342 
The Holy Spirit never procrastinates; therefore absence of growth in 
Christian character and demeanor is our fault; never His!343  

The fruit (manifested works) of the Holy Spirit should bring forth 
growth (spiritual maturity) within one’s faith.344 The fruits of the Spirit 

335 Genesis 3:15.
336 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 131-:8; Ephesians 4:7-16; John 8:31-36; 14:15-26.
337 Romans 1:20-23.
338 Galatians 5:19-23.
339 Romans 8:5-9.
340 James 4:1-10.
341 Galatians 5:13-18; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
342 Romans 8:1-17; James 3:1-18; Matthew 7:13-27.
343 Romans 16:17, 18; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 1 Timothy 6:1-3-19; Hebrews 12:25-29.
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are the virtues of Christianity, thus: love for God and others,345 joy in 
serving,346 peace in the face of adversity,347 patience (long-suffering) 
when wronged,348 kindness and goodness rendered in an otherwise self-
ish, mean world,349 faithfulness to God in a world of double-mindedness 
and greed,350 gentleness in return for aggression,351 disciplined self-
control to maintain one’s endurance in the faith.352 The fact that we are 
all baptized into one body by the same Spirit makes indication that our 
union with Christ and participation in the Body is based on the work 
of the Holy Spirit.353 The Holy Spirit effects change within each be-
liever according to our adoption as sons (and daughters), which proves 
our position as God’s true (not illegitimate) children.354 From the time 
a believer is “born again,” the Holy Spirit works powerfully to transform 
the believer from a life leading to death, to a life to be lived abundantly 
in and for the Lord!355 

The Holy Spirit blesses believers with: conviction when we do 
wrong; joy and peace when we are persecuted for doing right; His won-
derful strength so we may diligently seek to study and pray; strength 
so as to persevere; focus so true hope in Jesus may abound; knowledge 
(proof) of our salvation; opening and closing doors to keep us on the 
right path! I know for a fact that the Holy Spirit is personal, because I 
have learned the blessing of listening in prayer! This blessing is ineffable 
and cannot be explained; only experienced—please place your faith and 
trust in God by remaining focused upon Him in praise, while silent ver-
bally. Make supplication for truth prior to this quiet time, and then 
allow the Holy Spirit to fulfill the entirety of the personal intimacy.356 
Persevere in this and you will learn the true intimacy of God’s love for 
you; for you will (hopefully) learn of the reality of “praying in the Spirit”! 

344 1 Corinthians 3:1-18; Hebrews 5:11-6:12.
345 Matthew 22:36-40; Philippians 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Romans 13:7-14.
346 Romans 15:1-13; Philippians 2:12-18; 1 Peter 1:3-9.
347 1 Corinthians 4:6-14; 1 Peter 4:1-19; Philippians 4:4-9.
348 Matthew 5:38-48; 1 Peter 2:18-25.
349 Romans 12:9-21.
350 Luke 16:12-31; Colossians 3:5-17; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; James 1:2-12; 4:1-10.
351 1 Peter 3:14-4:6.
352 Matthew 7:24-27; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 13:1-8; Hebrews 10:19-39; 12:4-11; James 1:2-12.
353 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, specific vs. 13, 14.
354 Romans 8:11-17; Hebrews 12:7, 8.
355 John 10:1-18; Ephesians 3:14-21; 2 Peter 1:3-11.
356 Romans 8:24-27.
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As “Christianity” is “God at work” (both willing and working); please 
allow God full access to your existence by fulfilled “denial of self,” and 
thereby receive the greatest blessings you could ever hope for, while in 
corporeal form!
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CHAPTER THREE 

HUMAN LEADERSHIP 

A VERY TROUBLESOME THING  occurred long ago among those 
whom God chose to be His own. The love of God our Father was very 
much present in His desire to be the King of Israel, yet the love of the 
nation was upon the temporal things of the earth. This led to division 
within the relationship between God and the Israelites; this being exactly 
what the Lord said would happen if and when human forms of leader-
ship were sought. The Lord Jesus Christ is the King of kings, which 
very much should be the central focus of the Body of Christ today; yet 
is not. We tend to fall prey to inappropriate focus, because most remain 
double-minded in seeking both the things of God, and the temporal 
things of the world; simultaneously.357 Within this chapter an attempt 
will be made to illustrate how the doctrines of man have been causing 
the same destruction to “unity,” as has occurred throughout the history 
of God’s chosen. I will point out simple facts, which hopefully will dem-
onstrate how easily we (believers) are led astray by blindly following 
doctrines which violate the faith we confess. 

The nation of Israel initially had God as their King. With those who 
sincerely loved the Lord having appropriate focus upon Him, certain 
individuals were chosen to be prophets and judges over the nation (ex-
ample - Samuel).358 Prophets and judges were to render decisions 
according to the standards set forth by God, and this was done for the 
unity and edification of the entire nation. When all was done for the 
entirety of the nation, then selfishness was swallowed up by “unity” for 
everyone’s sake. When selfishness began to grow, then unity was swal-
lowed up by individuality, which has never truly edified anyone.359 The 
reality was in fact that the blessing of God’s grace was before the nation, 
because God sought to personally lead them as their King. The nation 
seeking the ectypal knowledge of human leadership over the archetypal 

357 2 Corinthians 4:13-18.
358 1 Samuel 7:15-17.
359 1 Samuel 8:3-5.



knowledge of God’s leadership, led to the frailty of human understanding 
which has continued even to this day.360 The reality of this remains that 
we (humankind) believe we know more than God, therefore we many 
times trust the creation more so than the Creator.361 How absurd! 

This very same—trusting the doctrines of man to lead us rather than 
the sound doctrine of God (Scriptures), has blindly led believers into 
the same bondage which holds the non-believing world at bay. As be-
lievers we have a King whose love for us is unsurpassed! As believers 
we have the potential of truthful knowledge which allows us freedom! 
As believers we are able (by GRACE) to walk by faith thereby trusting 
in the absolute faithfulness of God; which is actually the foundation of 
any and all surety we have! As believers we have the potential of fulfilling 
our purpose of existence; this only in accordance to the kind intention 
of God’s will! As believers we can love others for their edification! As 
Christians we are blessed with being the children of God (if legitimate)! 
Are we accepting of these blessings from God, or are we mostly like ev-
eryone else in failing to be content with having God as our King? Yes, 
we are in the world, yet we do not have purpose in being of the world!362 
Proper focus leads to proper Christian behavior in following the Lord; 
whereas secular focus does not.363 

Many nations of the earth are places of bondage and corruption. 
One nation criticizes others for their forms of corruption, while main-
taining forms of corruption which may be different. Is one form of 
corruption any better than another; this in regard to righteousness? Is 
freedom in a nation where corruption exists, truly freedom? Being in 
the family of God, united in purpose, is truly the sole freedom we will 
ever have while in our mortal bodies. This freedom of unity in Christ 
has been badly damaged by human religious leadership throughout the 
history of God’s children, just as human forms of government have been 
corrupted by selfishness throughout history. Multitudes are not willing 
to understand that we are all equal in the eyes of God, for our pride 
calls us to always be a little higher than others, and never beneath them; 
this being the essence and authority of “self”! This same stupidity is as 
prevalent in the Body of Christ, as in any other form of religion or 

360 1 Samuel 8:7-9; 1 Timothy 6:20, 21; 2 Peter 2:17-20.
361 1 Samuel 8:9-20.
362 Romans 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
363 1 Corinthians 15:33.

Human Leadership132



government on the planet. Human governments disagree with differ-
ences of human doctrine and interpretation, and church denominations 
disagree for the same reasons. This has all continued forth from the 
same mindset as led Israel to seek a human king like the surrounding 
nations. We are all on this planet together, and all have the same po-
tential of knowing the one true God who created us. This simple fact 
yet remains; although fractured or outright broken by the different doc-
trines of man. 

What is an idol? An idol is something created by man’s hands or 
someone which can neither lead nor instruct unto freedom, render sal-
vation nor protect.364 An idol is that which is trusted in attempts to 
justify our failure to trust in the Lord God.365 An idol is anything we 
consider to be of greater importance, than our devotional relationship 
with God! Do many trust in forms of human government, while claim-
ing to know and love the Lord; this while failing to understand and 
trust in the sound doctrine and standards set forth by God? The example 
I put forth now will probably make many angry, yet this must be stated 
for the sake of example; the United States of America is a place of con-
siderable freedom, when compared to many other nations. Many of our 
forefathers were men who truly trusted in God, and made decisions 
based on their faith according to Gospel standards. When this nation 
was formed, the forefathers knew that focus upon the standards of God 
would bring forth strength which would maintain unity in purpose. 
With this understanding continuing on for many years, the words—
“Under God” was added by a joint resolution of Congress in A.D. 1954. 

In the original context of purpose for which our forefathers were in 
agreement—“one nation,” the form of government which they sought 
to originate was indeed to be centered upon this primary principle of 
unity. This principle being that the government itself was never to in-
terfere with an individual’s personal faith in God was the context of 
Thomas Jefferson’s statement of “separation between Church and State.” 
This was not within the Constitution of the United States as is com-
monly believed, but rather was within a letter to the Danbury Baptists 
who were being persecuted for their personal beliefs. Thomas Jefferson 
(A.D. 1743-1826) had taken his statement from a Baptist minister named 

364 Isaiah 47:13-15.
365 Jeremiah 2:28-31.
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Roger Williams. The statement was that the government and peoples 
of the United States were to work together, keeping God as the focus 
of all, no matter what specific faith was adhered to by individuals. Is it 
not amazing how the words of our forefathers are so easily manipulated 
to suit one’s own agenda? 

The forefathers never intended for the government to lead the 
people away from God into forms of human leadership, but rather in-
tended that the people unite to stay focused upon the Lord, and this 
“government for the people” would do the same. Just as the sons of Eli 
caused harm to individuals by their allowing selfishness to take com-
mand of their lives (bondage to self-gratification), so also has the United 
States government ceased being a government for the people because 
of the same reasons (i.e. legislative lobbying for special interests). If our 
forefathers were to witness the corruption within our government which 
they fought so hard to eliminate, they would probably vomit! Are you 
aware of the severe persecution which came upon our forefathers be-
cause of their endeavors to make the United States a nation of freedom 
for all? It was severe, yet they persevered in their endeavors for the sake 
of all! How many members within our current government maintain 
their positions with absolute integrity and this for the sake of the many? 
I praise God that there are yet a few! 

The intentions of our forefathers were focused upon a nation where 
all could enjoy freedom to choose, yet the basis was that choices made 
would demonstrate a moral ethic. Never would our forefathers have 
been accepting of choices to kill babies, have same sex marriages, or 
allow deceptive politicians to remain in office (these three mentioned 
for emphasis sake). The United States was truly founded upon principles 
of godly behavior, yet as with all nations (including Israel) the sinful na-
ture has taken precedence and slowly destroyed the potential of knowing 
and serving God as a unified group. Where faith was lacking within such 
a group, love would then prevail. The Lord understanding this to be 
the truth warned believers to beware of worldly and empty chatter, and 
guard carefully one’s presented words.366 Too many (believers included), 
yet speak never having tasted the bitterness of their own words prior to 
spitting them out. Going astray always has a starting point, with the end 
result many times being a bold and blatant departure to sinfulness. This 

366 Isaiah 32:6-8; 2 Timothy 2:16.
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was realized by Theodore Roosevelt (A.D. 1858-1919) whom made the 
statement, “ …I Believe that the next half century will determine if we 
will advance the cause of Christian civilization or revert to the horrors 
of brutal paganism.”367 What did the next half century bring forth; this 
with numerous additions to two world wars? 

The founding fathers of the United States, were attempting to main-
tain focus upon the Lord. They had come over from many other lands 
seeking freedom from the tyrannical leadership in Europe and Asia. 
Upon arriving they were forced to fight for their freedom, yet main-
tained that this would be a nation where men and women were to be 
equal in stature, with an emphasis of being united under the one true 
God; although always accepting of other cultural beliefs. A great em-
phasis of the founding fathers was that the government would not deter 
nor distract from one’s religious beliefs, but rather be a government 
where Gospel moral standards and truth would be foundational in all 
rendering of decisions and laws. 

In this view I shall now consider them, under the two following heads 
obviously contained in them. 
 

There is a certain order among mankind, according to which some 1.
are entrusted with power to rule over others. 

 
Those who rule over others must be just, ruling in the fear of God.368 2.
 
And from hence, strictly and properly speaking, does that civil 
order there is among men take rise. Nor will it from hence fol-
low, that government is a mere humane constitution. For as it 
originates in the reason of things, ‘tis, at the same time, essen-
tially founded on the will of God. For the voice of reason is the 
voice of God: And he as truly speaks to men by the reason of 
things, their mutual relations to and dependencies on each 
other, as if he uttered his voice from the excellent glory. And in 
this way, primarily, he declares his will respecting a civil subor-
dination among men.369 

367 Noah Brooks, Men of Achievement—Statesmen (NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1904), 
p. 317.

368 Charles Chauncy, D. D., House of Representatives, May 27, 1747. Political Sermons, 
p. 142.
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The founding fathers or our nation, knew the bondage derived from 
human leadership which did not fear God. They and their ancestors 
had lived within the realm of bondage for generations, which was the 
purpose of their seeking a nation where God would be the focus of the 
inhabitants and government. This was a tremendous endeavor by our 
forefathers, whom attempted to maintain the foundation of our nation 
to be—the Lord Jesus Christ. According to the Bible, ruin will come 
upon attempts to build aloof the foundation which is Christ as by ma-
terialism, therefore care must be taken that purity of motives be 
maintained.370 Although selfless motives of unity were the driving force 
among our founding fathers, what are the motives amongst politicians 
in our current age? The founding fathers wrote slogans which empha-
sized their heartfelt ambitions, yet the ambitions of citizens and 
politicians hearts have changed, and also should the slogans; for they 
no longer apply as written; nor conceived.  

As believers, we must remember that our enemy (Satan) leads us 
astray a little at a time. Satan through deceived human instruments 
then leads others astray who have failed to see the truth of motive in 
those leading. This is the basis of being led astray, for Satan never 
shows himself as evil but rather as an angel of light, which also becomes 
the deception of his instruments of wickedness.371 Just as in the times 
of Hitler and Stalin, those who followed failed to turn away even when 
they realized the dangers in further recourse. Instead of finding security 
in following blindly behind selfish leaders, millions have paid the price 
by loss of freedom and life. Is it not amazing how we humans will follow 
when we believe something to be for our betterment, and will yet con-
tinue to follow even though the truth of extreme dangers becomes 
evident! This is the final outcome of following human leadership which 
has not been tested by examination of their fruits! Words lead astray 
as lies can be hidden within them, fruits speak the truth; therefore let 
all who proclaim faith in the Lord be “fruit inspectors,” lest we also be 
led astray! 
 

369 Charles Chauncy, D. D., House of Representatives, May 27, 1747. Political Sermons, 
p. 143.

370 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.
371 2 Corinthians 11:3,14,15.
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The true liberty of man is, to know, obey and enjoy his Creator, 
and to do all the good unto, and enjoy all the happiness with 
and in his fellow-creatures that he is capable of; in order to 
which the law of love was written in his heart, which carries in 
it’s nature union and benevolence to being in general, and to 
each being in particular, according to its nature and excellency, 
and to it’s relation and connexion to and with the supreme 
Being, and ourselves. Each rational soul, as he is a part of the 
whole system of rational beings, so it was and is both his duty 
and his liberty to regard the good of the whole in all his ac-
tions. To love ourselves, and truly to seek our own welfare, is 
both our liberty and our indispensible duty; but the conceit 
that man could advance either his honor or happiness, by dis-
obedience instead of obedience, was first injected by the father 
of lies, and all such conceits ever since are as false as he is.372 

 
If the mindset within the civilized world was yet that of reverent fear 
of God, we would not have the continual bickering and havoc which 
comes from varying doctrines of selfishness. When one country begins 
to argue with another, almost immediately each begins to believe them-
selves to be right before God, while also attempting to place themselves 
above the other. This is not Biblical but rather demonic, for this is de-
rived from the pride of man and not the righteousness of God in 
creating mankind in His image (spiritually). Although most countries 
seek to please God in one fashion or another, and many do this on a 
basis of “works,” the fact remains that faith is necessary to please God, 
which means love working within faith.373 This unfortunately is not 
the case, as the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God; 
therefore attempts to rise above another are attempts to manipulate 
God to one’s own choosing.374 Because God is not mocked, mankind 
yet remains deceived having failed to realize the foolishness of our own 
behavior can never achieve the righteousness which is found only in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. We believe, therefore we submit, is unfortunately 
no longer the general consent of human leadership.  

372 Isaac Backus, An Appeal to the Public for Religious Liberty, A.D. 1773, Political Sermons, 
p. 331-32.

373 Hebrews 11:6; Ephesians 4:14-16; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7.
374 Romans 1:17; 3:5-8; 10:3; James 1:19-22.



 
He has not, by the light of nature, nor by any positive declara-
tions of his will, infallibly directed what form of society he 
would have to prevail, nor prescribed any one particular species 
of civil government, as more agreeable to him, than another …
The divine constitution, and government of God over his intel-
ligent creatures, is fixed; and it does not become men to 
exercise their invention or wisdom in seeking any alteration or 
change in it: but to study the most ready and cheerful submis-
sion; at they may be assured, that whatever God requires, is fit 
and right for his subjects to comply with.375  
 
While we give praise to God the supreme disposer of all events, 
for his interposition in our behalf, let us guard against the dan-
gerous error of trusting in, or boasting of an arm of flesh. I 
could earnestly wish, that while our arms are crowned with suc-
cess, we might content ourselves with a modest ascription of it 
to the power of the Highest.376 

 
The epitome of taking the less knowledgeable for granted can be seen 
within certain religions around the world. After the attack against the 
United States on 9/11, the citizens of the United States attempted to 
place themselves above the members of Islam by proclaiming “God 
Bless America.” This as proclaimed was an attempt to believe ourselves 
to be more within the grace of God than other nations, although this 
was but another self-deception. God does not love Americans any more 
than He loved the terrorists who caused such destruction and death. 
Too many within Islam are deceived into believing their supposed spir-
itual leaders as telling them the truth, yet this same trusting in human 
leadership for spiritual success is just as prevalent within many Christian 
denominations. Many who are uneducated within Islam trusted in their 
educated leaders to proclaim truth, and whereas the lies of Satan were 
instead proclaimed, many were and are yet led astray to walk in darkness 
although they are led to believe that God has ordained their behavior.  

375 Samuel Sherwood, Scriptural Instructions to Civil Rulers, A.D. 1774, Political Sermons, 
p. 382.

376 John Witherspoon, D. D., The Dominion of Providence over the Passions of Men, 
May 17, 1776, Political Sermons, p. 547.
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The Islam religion believes in one true God, and many within Islam 
understand the necessity for love in all endeavors within life. Just as 
there are loving Christians and un-loving believers within Christendom, 
so also are there loving and un-loving individuals within other forms 
of religion. For one form of religion to condemn another, is not godly 
behavior in the least, yet many within all forms of religion attempt to 
justify themselves in acts of hatred by claiming God to be the initiator. 
God is love! God does all things based on His faithful attribute of love, 
which also includes judgment upon sin and unrighteousness. It is He 
who condemns or justifies, and He alone! For this reason we are to love 
one another always hoping the best for others, therefore any person 
who condemns another because of their faith, or doings of a few within 
their faith, prove themselves to be no better than others they judge. 
This is the basis of “judge not lest you be judged!”377 Because we are 
all neighbors upon the Earth, we ought to work together for the good 
of all, for all depend upon God whether we know it or not. Is ill will 
toward others a godly trait? Are we told to criticize others for their be-
liefs contrary to our own, or are we told to love them so they may see 
Christ Jesus by our love?378 

 
But the branch of providence, which, in peculiar manner, de-
mands our attention on this occasion, and should excite our 
gratitude, in GOD’S uninterrupted government of the rational 
part of his creation, mankind in particular. For as all govern-
ment, so the divine,  supposes laws, and laws suppose rewards 
and punishments, of which intelligences only are capable. 
Since, therefore, GOD interests himself in the affairs of man-
kind, and the universal administration of his providence 
extends to all his works, a large field opens for the employment 
of our contemplative minds. And we are naturally led to con-
sider this divine government, as respecting communities; the 
affairs whereof are important, and upon which the order and 
felicity of the world greatly depend.379 

 

377 Romans 2:1-11.
378 Matthew 5:16; Romans 12:20, 21.
379 Jacob Cushing, A. M., A Sermon Preached at Lexington, April 20, 1778, Political Sermons, 
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Much of the problem around the world is the love of money! Just 
because someone has great amounts of money, this in no way is an in-
dication that they are capable of leading others to Biblical prosperity! 
Rich Islamic leaders have led many astray, just as many rich religious 
leaders have led many astray! We (believers) may criticize members of 
Islam for being so badly deceived, yet we ourselves are just as deceived 
when we fail to test all things by the perfect moral law of God 
(Scriptures). Just as members of Islam are led astray when they do not 
personally read the Koran, so also are believers led astray when they do 
not personally read the Bible. The Bible as well as the Koran both dem-
onstrate love to be necessary within one’s faith! The Bible demonstrates 
the necessity of faith and the Koran the necessity of good works, one 
emphasizes “faith” and the other “works,” yet both place great emphasis 
upon loving one another. This is good, as love does not wrong another, 
yet within both forms of religion—money has invaded and proven to 
deceive many as to the reality of prosperity. Material prosperity being 
the world’s notion of success, has led millions astray throughout history. 
This is due to the fact that most seek God for material wealth, as they 
have failed to realize that in the seeking of God as one’s personal Lord, 
true prosperity is in finding Him; even more stupendous, in being found 
by God as an individual in which God may both will and work for His 
own good pleasure! In this we achieve peace and rest from our toils, 
not founded on our endeavors, but on the faithfulness of God! Seeking 
with wrong motives leads to only a partial seeking derived from one’s 
own selfish motives. In this material prosperity may be found, but at 
the cost of turning away from the One in whom is our victory and pur-
pose!380 Upon human leadership trends leading toward the will of the 
people to take precedence over the good, acceptable and perfect will of 
God, the ruler of the age (Satan) can lead according to the boastful 
pride of life; which is only for the moment, and immediate future which 
ends at the grave.381 
 

If we now attend to matters of fact we shall find no reason to 
think more lightly of the dangers before us. The history of the 
Israelites shows us that they greatly needed the caution which 

380 1 Peter 1:6-9; 2 Peter 3:14-18; James 4:3, 4.
381 1 John 2:16, 17.
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Moses gave them. Scarcely a prosperous period in their history 
can be pointed out which was not followed by a decay of piety, 
and a corruption of morals. This was the case soon after their 
happy settlement in the land of Canaan. This was the case very 
frequently in the times of their judges and kings. And this was 
eminently the case with respect to their highest state of wealth 
and power under the reign of Solomon ….The profligacy of his 
court may be seen in the history of his life: and that the moral 
state of his subjects was also exceedingly corrupt, appears from 
their conduct immediately after his death. Even in the good 
reign of the pious Hezekiah, ingratitude and irreligion were the 
consequences of success and prosperity.382 

 
A government focused upon the purposes of God, is truly a government 
for the people …. “If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under 
God, then we will be a Nation gone under.”383 Most of the laws within 
all nations came from the foundation of law which is the Ten 
Commandments. This in itself demonstrates how men have always be-
lieved in the format of moral law which God set forth within the hearts 
of all humanity.384 Although all will not be held accountable to have 
followed the Law (Mosaic and Levitical), all humanity will give account 
for their deeds according to the moral laws set forth within their hearts 
by God. This in itself demonstrates the love of God for all humanity, 
as He has allowed each of us an internal law to regulate our behavior. 
All human forms of leadership which adhere to this internal moral law 
have focus upon God in one form or another. These forms of leadership 
or government rely upon the faithful and righteous nature of the Lord, 
for they know that all successes, deliverance and safety come from Him. 
These forms of leadership understand that straight paths are directed 
by God, and they out of concern for those led, strive to maintain focus 
upon the Lord; lest all concerned end up on the wrong path which leads 
to destruction. Plainly put, those who love us, point us in the direction 
of God’s leading!385 

382 Samuel Wales, D. D., The Dangers of our National Prosperity; and the Way to Avoid 
Them, May 12, 1785. Political Sermons, p. 841.

383 Ronald Wilson Reagan. August 23, 1984 at the ecumenical prayer breakfast at the Reunion 
Arena in Dallas, on the occasion of the enactment of the Equal Access Bill of 1984.

384 Romans 2:12-16.
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Many governments throughout history have begun with focus upon 
the Lord, yet slowly and surely have gone astray one step at a time. 
Those who boldly lead others astray have generally led according to 
their own tyrannical behavior. Those who lead astray in a more subtle 
fashion many times have started out with good intentions for all con-
cerned, yet as they are led astray by personal greed or the deceptions 
of Satan, then led astray those who have come to trust their leadership. 
This is the reason that care must be taken whenever following someone, 
for although they may have led appropriately in the past, they may in 
fact be leading astray in the present, either by ignorance or practical 
intentions. Please remember, a good leader is someone who also knows 
how to follow, for if this trait is absent in one’s demeanor, then they will 
lead according to one’s personal agenda rather than with godly motives. 
Are they worth following? This simple question asked of oneself, can 
allow avoidance of considerable troublesome consequences. 

Selfishness in leadership can be witnessed by the motives and actions 
of religious leadership during the regime of Adolph Hitler in Nazi 
Germany. Most of the people did not want a dictator, and their spiritual 
church leaders knew better than to accept a dictator. The commoners 
of the country sought their spiritual leaders to stand firm in the truth, 
yet the spiritual leaders seeking to save their own lives, stood idly by 
while terrible atrocities took place. Had the spiritual leaders truly un-
derstood the love and faithfulness of God, and thereby the surety of 
one’s salvation, they would not have sought to save themselves at the 
cost of millions of others. As with the nation of Israel throughout its 
history, when sound spiritual leadership has been lacking, the com-
moners followed the majority. Each seeking to save themselves, takes 
precedence over the welfare of all others, and thereby havoc reigns su-
preme over the entirety of the country or nation. This same reality can 
be witnessed in any form of tyrannical dictatorship! Since all who follow 
will end up at the same physical and spiritual location as those who led 
them, would it not be prudent and wise to be careful who we follow? 
Our forefathers knew the necessity for prudence when they founded 
the United States of America, and fought to maintain the liberty nec-
essary so that all may be safe and free. 

 

385 Proverbs 16:9.
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Both success and safety come of thee. And thou reignest over 
all: And hast wrought all our works, in us, and for us. Praise, 
therefore, thy God, O America, praise the Lord, ye, his highly fa-
voured United States. Nor let it rest in the fleeting language of 
the lip; or the formal thanksgiving of a day. But, let every heart 
glow with gratitude: And every life, by a devout regard to his 
holy law, proclaim his praise. It is this, our God requires, as that 
wherein our personal, and national good, and the glory of his 
great name consist. And without which , all our professions will 
be but an empty name. It is, that we love the Lord our God, to 
walk in his ways and keep his commandments, to observe his 
statutes and his judgment. That a sacred regard be maintained 
to righteousness and truth. That we do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with our God.386 
 

The problem with most forms of human leadership is the failure of such 
to have a clear cut purpose in direction. When the leadership wanders 
aimlessly in many directions, then those who follow have no sound basis 
of trust. Although this should lead all to turn back unto the Lord, this 
as a united action would only be manifested within a land maintaining 
focus upon God. This is not to say—a land of shortsighted focus which 
calls upon Him only in times of trouble, but rather a land which is pro-
ficient at making supplication unto the One of all knowledge, prior to 
moving forward. This would be the way of “one nation under God”! 
Although most nations have certain smaller groups which are indivisible, 
I do not personally believe any nation or country has ever maintained a 
state of being undivided for any length of time. It is one thing to unite 
for specific purposes, yet it another thing entirely to remain united in 
purpose under submission to God. No nation or country has ever con-
tinually accomplished this task, not the nation of Israel and certainly not 
the United States of America. Our forefathers had high hopes that this 
nation would remain united “one nation under God,” yet this had not 
been the case since freedom from tyranny became a reality. For some 
foolish reason, the world believes that saying words makes things happen, 
yet neither in accepting Christ by simple words (without sincerity or 

386 George Duffield, A. M., A Sermon Preached in the Third Presbyterian Church in the City 
of Philadelphia, December 11, 1783, Political Sermons, p. 788.
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knowledge) nor proclaiming a nation to be united under God (without 
reality) can deliverance and freedom truly exist. Believing something, 
although contrary to reality, is the essence of being self-deluded!387 

To proceed further in this analogy, we must understand that to love 
our neighbor is to love all of humankind. If a nation cannot be truly 
united even amongst themselves, then that nation will be incapable of 
being fully united with other nations and creeds. Humankind is far too 
quick in seeking individualized deliverance when troubles arise, which 
turns even brother against brother in many cases. If we will not consider 
others as more important than ourselves, then selfishness within a nation 
or creed will almost always become prevalent in times of trouble. This 
is demonstrated in how terrorism has killed thousands throughout the 
world for decades, yet most countries do not get involved until the ter-
rorism strikes the shores of that nation. When different church 
structures exhibit signs proclaiming “God bless America,” I could only 
hope that this is requesting the blessing of chastisement from God which 
ushers in true unity. Please consider that blessing from God comes in 
the form of that which is needed, not that which is desired!388 When 
will we once again realize as had our forefathers, that unity comes from 
the exhibited fruits of the Holy Spirit manifest in believers (Galatians 
5:22, 23; James 4:5, 6), not the deeds of human leadership (Galatians 
5:19-21). In all such cases, it is not necessarily who we follow but rather 
in whom (God) we trust.389 

How many nations and creeds have started out following leaders 
whom were felt to be correct and caring, only to continue following 
even though the truth of tyranny and/or bondage was made evident. It 
is worthy of pity when many follow in ignorance, yet pity is not war-
ranted when efforts for freedom are not forthcoming in battling for the 
sake of truth. The tyrants of the world always reward those who would 
kowtow before them, while persecuting those who stand in truth. This 
ploy by those of selfish deception, has worked for generations, and will 
continue to work in a world where human leadership remains steadfast 
upon the wide path leading to spiritual destruction (example - 
Revelation 17:12, 13). One nation goes astray, then another and another, 

387 James 1:22-24.
388 Hebrews 12:6-8; Isaiah 29:14, 15.
389 Romans 13:1-5; Titus 3:1-8.
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and this when all of like faith refuse to stand together. Can a nation di-
vided, stand strong within itself? Can a nation divided, stand strong for 
someone else? Although it is understood how we attempt to maintain 
hope for betterment within our nation and world, the fact remains that 
believers must remain within the realm of reality, and stay from journeys 
into fantasy as by placing our hope and trust upon ungodly human lead-
ership. Any leadership guilty of self-centeredness or deception, cannot 
be led by the Lord; therefore, they cannot be trusted! The nation of 
Israel sought to place its trust in human leadership, yet only received 
deliverance when their trust was placed back upon God after all human 
efforts had failed. Shall believers today repeatedly miss out on deliver-
ance for the same reasons? Individuals may obtain deliverance and 
freedom in Christ; never nations! 
 

To prevent this mischief, and to secure the enjoyment of ra-
tional liberty, which summarily consists in the unmolested 
privilege and opportunity of “leading a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godliness and honesty,” is the great end of the insti-
tution of civil society and government. The end therefore, and 
nature of civil government imply that it must have for its 
foundation, the principles and laws of truth, justice and right-
eousness, mercy and the fear of God; or it can never advance 
the happiness of mankind ….There can be no beneficial union 
among the members of a community, where these great princi-
ples of righteousness and truth integrity and the fear of God 
are not maintained, both among themselves, and towards all 
mankind.390 

 
The founding fathers of the United States, knew trust in God alone 
was of necessity within both leadership and citizenship, if true victory 
in freedom was to be assured for all. In this, the founding fathers desired 
a nation where faith in God would find fullness in posterity, even to the 
point that evangelism would henceforth come from this new nation 
which held freedom in Christ. Beyond the outreach of the United States 
citizens to other countries of the world with the good news of God’s 

390 Elizur Goodrich, D. D., The Principles of civil Union and Happiness considered and rec-
ommended., May 10, 1787, Political Sermons, pp. 915-16.
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goodness and grace, the founding fathers were hopeful that this great 
spiritual prosperity found within the very nature of God, would stay 
the nation from the falsehoods and greed which follow the love of 
money. The founding fathers were truly hopeful that the United States 
would be a nation of believers, who would reach out to all others lov-
ingly and with godly wisdom and knowledge. Imagine a nation where 
the inhabitants actually know the motives of their neighbor’s heart, for 
all are aligned within focus on God. Wow-truly loving one’s neighbor! 

Our forefathers may have had high hopes for all the inhabitants in 
the new land called the United States, yet how long lived was the hope? 
Even at the beginning of our Nation when land was openly available, 
did not greed for the choice parcels take precedence? Were not the 
native inhabitants forcibly and brutally removed from the beautiful 
lands of their forefathers, so the white man’s greed could begin to be-
come the precedent? The initial settlers were greatly helped by the 
Indians, so that peaceful cohabitation could exist for the sake of all. This 
loving behavior was the epitome of the forefather’s hopes, yet the hopes 
of many perished as did thousands of lives, when the invader’s mindset 
came forward instead of hearts rendering thanksgiving. It is truly a 
shame when the best laid plans turn to mayhem! Although there was a 
great abundance for all, the greed for excess reigned supreme. Do you 
suppose that most Native American Indians would gladly have become 
Christians, had the love of Christ remained the sincere motivation of 
the visitors? Do you suppose the United States would have been much 
different even in our present age, had loving one’s neighbors truly oc-
curred and been maintained? 

The natives (American Indians) respected life and nature, as was ev-
ident by their acceptance of the visitors and the way in which they 
(Indians) were never wasteful, but rather utilized the natural resources 
of the land. When the Indians went hunting, they used every part of 
the animal which was possible. They did this because of their respect 
for creation, and their respect for the Creator (Great Spirit)! This re-
spect when combined with knowledge of the Creator which was brought 
by the visitors would have brought forth not only considerable growth 
within Christianity, but also a better respect for nature and individuals. 
The Indians had the potential of knowing their Creator, the One who 
had created such wonderment and beauty; they could have known Him 
by name—“Jesus,” rather than by title—“Great Spirit!” Instead what 
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was the outcome? The visitors killed animals for sport, leaving carcasses 
to rot. They herded the Indians onto reservations, and destroyed the 
land. They fought not only against the Indians out of selfish motives, 
but also their own blood kin (civil war). They enslaved those of dark 
skin, and sought personal financial growth by destroying the financial 
growth of others. This did not have any necessity of happening, yet was 
the result of the desire for excess. Had the love for God remained the 
motivation of the newly founded United States, all of the inhabitants 
of the land could have lived and grown together as one peoples. The 
potential for considerable good was destroyed by the seeking of selfish 
gains, therefore once again the hopes of the founders laid in ruin. The 
hopes of an outstretched unification, destroyed by self-centeredness 
(idolatry of “self”)! Love initially tore down the barriers of diversity, 
and selfishness built them back up again! 

 
May we ever show ourselves worthy of the blessings we enjoy, 
and never tarnish the bright lustre of this day, by any unbe-
coming excesses. Americans! think of the many privileges 
which distinguish your condition. Be grateful for your lot; and 
let your virtue secure what your valour, under God, hath ob-
tained; and transmit to latest posterity the glorious 
inheritance. May the political edifice erected on the theatre of 
this new world, afford a practical lesson of liberty to mankind, 
and become in an eminent degree the model of that glorious 
temple of universal liberty which is about to be established 
over the civilized world.391 

 
The nation of the United States of America was founded upon the prin-
ciple that “all men are created equal!” This principle fell prey to greed, 
coveting, and bigotry almost immediately after freedom from tyranny 
had been achieved. Those under tyranny now free to cause bondage 
upon others, was never the intent of our forefathers! Human leadership 
has a few good points and yet many bad points. Human leadership can 
in no way take the place of trusting in God; any form of leadership or 
government which would demand any such devotion, is leadership or 

391 Enos Hitchcock, D. D., An Oration, in Commemoration of The Independence of the 
United States of America., July 4, 1793, Political Sermons, p. 1183.
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government set upon the pride and arrogance of humankind. Are pride 
and arrogance for the benefit of all? Can the pride of leadership teach 
others the humility of servitude? As public servants, hearts of humility 
must be maintained lest a pedestal from which to look down upon one’s 
constituents be the outcome. When governmental leadership is chauf-
feured around in limousines and accepting of bribes (lobby gifts), are 
they any longer serving the people, or are they serving the almighty 
dollar (the god served by greedy self-centered individuals)! 

A public servant is exactly that! Although many throughout the his-
tory of different nations, including the United States, have served with 
sincere hearts for the benefit of others, most have served only their own 
interests. This is a harsh reality which must not be denied, lest we trust 
in man more so than our Lord; by evading truth for the sake of fantasy. 
The United States of America was founded on the principle that 
Americans may engage in free enterprise, yet this was never to be at the 
expense of the poor and middle classes of people, which unfortunately 
has been the case. With the separation of the different States within the 
continental United States, has also come separation within doctrine and 
purpose. This occurs in any nation where the laws of the land (as a 
whole) are divided to suit the inhabitants of individual states. In this 
great land of ours, we now have individual city Mayors who violate 
Federal laws as they choose. We have states which condone blatant im-
morality, where those who choose to be immoral do so as to live in 
peace from what they consider tyranny. Such as “homosexuality,” we do 
not proclaim its wrong out of hatred, but rather out of love for our 
neighbors within our Nation. This nation was founded upon the moral 
laws set forth by God, yet we now tend toward negating the laws for 
the sake of immorality. This is not love, but rather foolish submission 
to the wiles of Satan!392 

Will we continue to fall prey to the desires of human sinfulness? 
Will we continue our silence because of fear in speaking the Biblical 
truth in love? Will we allow our National and world neighbors to burn 
in hell for all eternity because we choose to live in fear of reprisal or 
rejection? Although some supposed Christian leaders say mean things 
about the sinner on account of the sin, we as true Christians must love 
the sinner while never failing to speak out against the sin in love. Any 

392 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 1 Peter 5:8, 9.
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religious leaders, who speak against the sinner as being within them-
selves the sin, should shut their mouths and step down from the pulpit! 
Many who live immoral lives could be reached by the sincere love of 
true Christians, if they had not been embittered by the statements of 
supposed spiritual leaders who know not of their own stupidity. These 
troubles have been compounded throughout the years within many na-
tions, because human leadership is followed aside of the principles of 
love set forth by our Creator. Although this is terribly out of control, 
the situation can yet be salvaged if and when our focus returns to Him 
who loved us and gave of Himself so that we may live. Loving one 
another is a godly trait, whereas all this criticism and hatred is not! 

Somewhere along the way in our seeking to be free, we have allowed 
human leadership to once again place us in bondage. Even in the United 
States of America, we are no longer free, for we have become deceived 
into believing that God does not see our greed and selfishness. We have 
become so complacent that even within Christianity we are divided 
(denominationalism), and we yet wonder why we cannot unite even 
within a faith which has but one Lord! How can we possibly teach free-
dom in Christ, when we are in bondage to human leadership which 
abides upon the wide path to spiritual destruction? As Christians, we 
are to speak the Gospel truth in love for the purpose of edification.393 
As Christians, we are never to condone immorality; neither are we to 
blatantly criticize entire peoples, creeds, or sects!394 As Christians, we 
are to sacrifice ourselves if need be, so that others may find freedom in 
Christ.395 As Christians, we are to focus upon God, united in purpose.396 
As Christians, we must remain spiritually free if we are to be success-
ful.397 As Christians, we must speak the truth regarding the harsh 
realities of sin, lest the bondage of many last for all eternity; in this we 
are not to condemn the sinners! As Christians, we must not allow our 
love to fail, lest our endeavors for Christ fail as well.398 As individual 
ambassadors for Christ, we must beware of who we follow lest we lead 
those who follow us astray as well.399 Serving God is our purpose, being 

393 Romans 15:2, 3; Ephesians 4:15, 16, 29.
394 Romans 1:28-32.
395 Romans 8:35-37.
396 Colossians 1:16-18; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.
397 1 Timothy 6:17-19.
398 Matthew 12:30.
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Americans is but one blessing along our path of servanthood. Our fore-
fathers understood this, do we? 
 

It is true, in this part of the union at least, “We know that we all 
have knowledge.” But, I doubt, we have more of the “knowl-
edge which puffeth up,” than of that knowledge which 
promises “stability of times.” It is true, we have the light of the 
gospel; and were we disposed to be guided by this light, we 
need not fear the fate of ancient republics, that were bewil-
dered in pagan darkness. But, in matters relative to government 
and subordination; too many choose to take their instructions 
from heathen philosophy, rather than from the oracles of God. 
And as the knowledge, so the virtue, of even this happy country, 
exceedingly wants to be Christianized. It is true, our “charity 
aboundeth”: but I am afraid we have not much of that charity 
which is “the bond of perfectness, or the bond of peace.” 
 
Perhaps some good people are ready to think, we may safely 
“trust in God; who hath delivered, and doth deliver, that he will 
yet deliver us.” And had we rendered according to the benefits 
done us, indeed, we might thus securely trust. But has this been 
the case? On the contrary, have we not sinned more and more, 
since the almost miraculous deliverances granted us? Has not 
the worship of God been neglected; his day and name been 
prophaned, his law transgressed, and his gospel despised and 
rejected, of late years, more than ever? Have not infidelity, and 
all manner of loose principles, and immoral practices, 
abounded in all parts of the land, since the revolution, and our 
happy independence, more than at any former period? Shall we 
then “lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among 
us?400 no evil can come upon us”? Or shall we think, “Because 
we are innocent, surely his anger shall turn from us”? His an-
cient covenant people thus leaned, and thus said, in times of 
their greatest degeneracy; but what were the answers of God to 
them?401 You only have I known, of all the families of the earth; 

399 Matthew 7:15.
400 Micah 3:11, 12; Jeremiah 2:35, 36.
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therefore will I punish you for all your iniquities.” And, “shall I 
not visit for these things? Shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this?”402 

 
As with all human leadership, the potential exists to either lead or be 
led to betterment or detriment. When our founding fathers came to 
this land, they brought with them the hope of the former, yet with con-
tinual variations toward excess, greed and selfishness, the latter became 
the outcome of tremendous endeavor. With the respect of the Native 
American Indians for the creations of God (Great Spirit), the only mis-
sing factor was that they may know their Creator. Yet the potential for 
greatness fell prey to the foolishness of individuality, which denied the 
Native Americans the potential of a complete and spiritually fulfilling 
life. The Indian leaders taught respect and discipline to their children, 
while many visitors taught the seeking of selfish gains. Some human 
leadership led to love and compassion for all living things, while other 
human leadership led to only the love of self. What a difference focus 
upon God in leadership truly makes! Many American believers place 
great concern upon patriotism for the sake of a piece of land or the 
basis of human government, yet little concern for the spiritual wellbeing 
of others. Wonderful relationships with others have been destroyed be-
cause of these pathetic priorities, and this because human leadership is 
trusted more so than the divine leadership available to all. Some say 
“America, love it or leave it!” I say—let’s stop loving stuff, and start lov-
ing God and others ….” America was founded by people who believed 
that God was their rock of safety. I recognize we must be cautious in 
claiming that God is on our side, but I think it’s all right to keep asking 
if we’re on His side.”403

401 Amos 3:2;  Jeremiah 2:1- 9.
402 John Smalley, A. M., On the Evils of a Weak Government, May 8, 1800, Political Sermons, 

p. 1438.
403 Ronald Wilson Reagan, Second Inaugural Address, January 25, 1984, Proclaim Liberty, 

(Dallas, TX: Word of Faith), p. 3.
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CHAPTER FOUR 

A MATTER OF THE HEART 

Luke 6:45, 46: “The good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth what is evil, for his mouth speaks from 
that which fills his heart. “And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 
 
John 14:15, 24: “If you love Me, you will keep My command-
ments …. “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; 
and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Fathers who 
sent Me. 

 
HAVING PREVIOUSLY RUN  from the Lord upon the fast paced 
wide path which leads to spiritual destruction, I am now (veil lifted) 
quite aware of how Satan keeps non-believing individuals deceived and 
in bondage.404 By doing a reference to Scripture, we can determine 
without doubt that the ability of the lost to realize their folly and fate 
is not possible; for few (a remnant) are those who enter through the 
small gate onto the narrow path of God’s righteousness. We know: the 
lost are led to sin and from truth as they are under the power of Satan; 
the lost follow the false teaching and ways of the world; the truth is a 
mystery to the lost.405 When we understand the aforementioned, we 
can deduce that the lost are not by any means fully aware of the severity 
of their situation; until drawn unto the Word (Jesus) by God! This state-
ment can easily be verified, as:  
 

The lost would not be increasingly angered when warned, but rather 1.
increasingly alarmed and concerned, as no one (in their right mind) 
would intentionally seek destruction. If the lost were truly aware of 

404 Matthew 7:13, 14; 2 Corinthians 3:12-18; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; 1 Peter 5:6-11.
405 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; 12:1-3; 1 John 5:18-21; 2 Corinthians 11:1-3; Ephesians 2:1-10; 

Matthew 13:18-23; 1 John 2:12-17.



their situation, they would pay heed to warnings of destruction and 
thus turn to Christ. 

 
The unsaved are not likely to read Scripture which would allow 2.
them awareness of the seriousness of their lost condition; although 
this does occur when individuals receive conviction to seek truth 
from God. The Scripture is the only place where truth for spiritual 
freedom is rendered!406 

 
Personal Note: It should be remembered, individuals will not be re-
ceptive to Gospel truth unless they are being drawn (prepared) by the 
Father.407 This being a realistic fact, renders the imperative to be prayer 
for the specific individual prior to approaching them; the prayer being 
a supplication unto the Lord for His consideration to draw them! Also, 
it must be understood that we are never to make attempts to convince 
or convict the individual regarding the truth, for the Lord performs the 
task of convincing and convicting; which is a blessing included in His 
drawing them from the dominion of Satan (darkness) unto freedom in 
the light with the Lord.408 Far too many individuals bash individuals in 
attempts to make them listen; this drives them farther away and is there-
fore against Christ!409 Having no way of knowing the harmful callusing 
which has been inflicted by foolish zealots which preceded us, all en-
deavors must be in love after appropriate prayer! We simply remain 
prayerful, and speak the truth in love unto those who have been pre-
pared to receive it; this allows maximum opportunity for the Lord to 
do His work, for salvation is truly the work of God!410 Always re-
member—the spiritual relationship is all about God first and foremost; 
the individual is blessed in the spiritual relational reality which opens 
the small gate unto the narrow path upon which God is allowed to per-
form the work of which He alone is capable!411  

 

406 John 17:14-19.
407 John 6:44.
408 Acts 26:15-18.
409 Matthew 12:25-37.
410 John 6:35-58.
411 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
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With these things in mind, we can understand how it is by God’s love 
and grace that we are saved!412 To hold in one’s heart (indication of ab-
solute sincerity) the truth of salvation by grace, and the agape love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to suffer terribly for the sins of humankind in our 
stead, is to know the basis of God’s love for each of us!413 To truly un-
derstand God’s acceptance by grace which He freely renders to all, is 
to willingly render unto Him one’s all in all; if the appropriate confession 
unto salvation (Jesus as Lord) is rendered in accordance to God’s right-
eous drawing414 

Because nothing in the universe surpasses God’s love for us (each 
and every one of us), nothing should take precedence in our lives over 
the Lord God of all creation!415 A full surrender of one’s life to Him, as 
a matter of course derived from appreciation of His love, is to desire 
nothing more than to please Him.416 Abounding devotion for the Lord 
as precedence in the heart of a believer sets them apart from most others, 
leading to humble submission and true disciplined discipleship!417  

Truly sincere believers seek first to walk in the righteousness of God 
in Christ Jesus, henceforth placing all confidence in Him; thereby plac-
ing no confidence in the things of the world, which includes the flesh.418 
Although many claim to love God when in the company of other be-
lievers, the truly devotional believer stands out and many times alone 
in the crowd; this derived from strict discipline, and focus upon the 
Lord at all times, thus avoiding worldly and empty chatter (chitchat) 
while maintaining stern focus upon the Lord for straight paths.419 Those 
who truly love Jesus are compelled to proclaim the truth of the Lord, 
even in the face of adversity and persecution.420 

The Lord Jesus Christ has given the humble a greater grace, so that 
we may come boldly to His throne to receive wisdom and mercy to 

412 Romans 5:1-11; Ephesians 2:4-10.
413 Mark 14:53-65; 15:16-37; John 3:16-21; 1 John 4:10-21.
414 John 6:44, 45, 65; Romans 6:5-14; 10:8-13; 1 Corinthians 15:30-34.
415 Matthew 22:36-40.
416 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Hebrews 13:7-16, 20, 21; 

1 John 2:3-11; 3:19-24.
417 John 8:31-36; Romans 8:31-39.
418 Romans 1:16-19; 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; 2 Timothy 2:3, 4, 11-

13; Ephesians 1:3-17 / 1 John 2:12-17; James 4:3-10; Luke 8:110-21; 1 Timothy 6:8-19.
419 Timothy 2:14-16; Hebrews 12:1-11; Proverbs 4:23-27.
420 Romans 8:1-18; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
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avoid the foolishness of worldly bondage.421 For so many to take grace 
for granted, instead of receiving it for the purpose of freedom and god-
liness, proves inappropriate motives and desires; for multitudes believe 
God saved us by grace, so we can continue to live carnally while boasting 
of being saved!422 Attitude leading to proper focus, foundational to dis-
ciplined devotional love for Him, is the key to freedom in Christ!423 

I know that a statement of believers being deceived by Satan and ig-
norant of his schemes is harsh, yet a plethora of individuals remaining 
captive to both the ways of this world and the flesh is an undeniable re-
ality; for anything of the physical realm is easily enticed and influenced 
by the evil ones (Satan and demons)!424 For disciplined, devotional, and 
spiritually mature Christians to remain distracted and enslaved by the 
ways of this world and the enticements of the flesh (practicing sin) is 
simply not possible; for the path before us is led by the Holy Spirit!425 
Mature Christians (for the most part) maintain freedom in Christ, by 
obediently entrusting themselves to God.426 This demonstrates posi-
tively that mature Christians seek to obtain and maintain a completely 
different mindset than do weak, cold or lukewarm believers (spiritual 
infants); for we know that God’s instructions regarding righteousness 
are not by request, or open for debate!427 Mature devotional Christians 
willfully submit allowing the Lord to change the way we think and act; 
for with maturity comes the knowledge that our best efforts aside from 
Him, simply do not achieve appropriate righteousness.428  

As human beings we tend to follow the object of our focus! If the 
Lord is not foremost in our thinking processes (focus), then it is not 
Him we will follow or serve!429 When will we learn that we cannot 
have it both ways: we cannot serve God and mammon;430 we cannot 
serve the Holy Spirit and the flesh;431 we cannot seek first the things 

421 James 4:5, 6; Hebrews 4:11-16; 1 Peter 4:1-6.
422 Matthew 16:24-26; Romans 6:1-23; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Timothy 3:1-5, emphasis v. 5.
423 John 8:31-47; 15:1-27; 1 Corinthians 3:10-20.
424 Matthew 13:18-23; Romans 13:7-14.
425 Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Hebrews 5:11-6:6; 1 John 3:1-18.
426 Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-24; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5; 

1 Peter 2:18-25; 4:7-19.
427 Luke 6:39-49; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Revelation 3:14-22. 
428 Hosea 6:6; Hebrews 11:6; Romans 10:1-4; 12:1, 2; John 14:15-26.
429 Proverbs 3:5-12; 4:23-27; Luke 16:9-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-19.
430 Matthew 6:24.
431 Romans 8:5-8, 12, 13; 1 Corinthians 2:12-14; Galatians 5:19-23.
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of the world and at the same time first the kingdom of God;432 we can-
not entertain sinful temptations and yet abstain from sin;433 we cannot 
seek to stay from tribulation and suffering, and yet conceive of speaking 
the truth in love while maintaining assurance of hope in God;434 we 
cannot continually walk in darkness and yet claim to be children of 
light;435 we cannot live carnally and yet bring spiritual edification to 
others;436 we cannot claim to have a servants heart, and yet expect the 
Lord our God to condone our worldly, sinful, and self-centered be-
havior!437 We must stop our double-mindedness and decide to love the 
Lord first and foremost; or our faith and walk for and with Him will 
never abound to its potential!438 We must choose now whom we will 
serve, and with disciplined earnestness hold fast; lest we go astray at 
every turn!439  
 
Personal Note: Weak double-minded believers are self-deluding; they 
are willfully divided in their thinking and devotion, therefore in bondage 
to “self” by choice!440 True Christianity is a matter of the heart (indica-
tion of sincere devotion); if our faith in, and love for God is not sincere, 
then we are very possibly deceived into believing we are a child of God, 
when in fact we may be illegitimate children and not sons and daugh-
ters!441 Illegitimate children will not inherit God’s kingdom; for actual 
adoption is but an illusion within them! To confess Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in one’s heart that God raised Him from the dead—must be 
with sincerity, true faith, and foundational to knowledge of the truth 
(glory of Christ; reality of the Christ)!442 To doubt the authority of 
Christ (Lord) is to doubt God!443 This cannot be, if we are to volitionally 
submit and trust God henceforth with our purposeful existence!444 

432 Philippians 3:18-21.
433 James 1:13-18.
434 Ephesians 4:14-16; John 15:18-23; Romans 5:1-5.
435 Matthew 6:22, 24; Ephesians 5:7-17; 1 John 1:5-7.
436 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Romans 15:1-6; Philippians 2:3, 4.
437 1 Peter 1:10-16; Titus 1:15, 16.
438 James 1:7-12; Philippians 3:8-14.
439 Joshua 24:15-21; Revelation 3:15-19.
440 James 1:21-25.
441 Matthew 7:21-27; 13:19-23; Hebrews 12:4-11. 
442 Romans 10:8-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-6.
443 Philippians 2:5-11.
444 Colossians 1:13-23.
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Unlike the Christian religion which yet abounds with deceptive doc-
trines, and ritualistic traditional practices; actual Christianity is selflessly 
all about submission to God and adherence to sound doctrine 
(Scriptures)!445  

A Matter of Conviction within One’s Heart 
It is my desire at this point, to render some facts which demonstrate 
appropriate Christian character!446 These are truths which must be ren-
dered; although they will hurt, if inappropriate behavior is routinely 
practiced.447 

 
Yes, all have committed sin on occasion.448 This however does not 1.
mean that we should condone or commit sin against the Lord our 
God (Genesis 39:8, 9: All sin is against God).  

The fact remains that all who have been born again into the •
family of God, have been called to abstain from sin; with denial 
of “self” as the very first step in following the Lord, all that is of 
our carnal nature is also denied so that God may both will and 
work for His own good pleasure!449 When we humbly submit 
unto God with disciplined devotional diligence, we are led to 
become instruments of God’s manifest righteousness, which is 
far reaching from emulation of God’s righteousness; for the 
former is God’s manifest righteousness fulfilled in the world 
through His children, the latter is human emulation which is of 
the world. Huge difference; for the former is a spiritual 
manifestation of appropriate worship in spirit and in truth, the 
latter is fleshly attempts (indulgences) which are proclaimed to 
be for God, although not!450 

 
Sin should hurt a Christian who truly loves the Lord!451 With 2.

445 1 Timothy 4:1-5; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40.
446 1 Corinthians 5:6-13.
447 Acts 26:19, 20; Romans 8:12-14; 2 Corinthians 5:10-13; Ephesians 5:11-17; Titus 2:11-15; 

3:4-8; Hebrews 10:23-27; James 5:13-20; 1 Peter 4:1-6; 1 John 3:7-10.
448 Romans 3:21-26, specific v. 23.
449 John 15:1-17; Philippians 2:12-16.
450 examples—3 John 1:1-12; Matthew 16:13-27; cf. John 3:1-21; Romans 1:16, 17; 3:1-6; 

10:1-4; 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 5:14-6:10.
451 Romans 13:9-14; Colossians 1:21-23; Luke 6:46-49; Hebrews 12:4-7.
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physical pain in our mortal bodies which when endured long enough 
we tend to get accustomed and thereby numb to the discomfort, so 
also occurs to us spiritually when sin is practiced, and not confessed 
as wrong.  

If we continue in our sin long enough, and in doing so deny the •
convictions of the Holy Spirit to cease, we will grieve Him and 
become calloused to His chastisements.452 This is not at all a 
good position to be in, as convictions without can in no way 
match His convictions within!453 In addition, with withdrawal of 
the convictions from the Lord due to our grieving Him, as we 
continue to cause intentional defilement of our own spirit by 
practiced sin, comes callusing of our spirit; which blocks our 
ability to receive the blessing of God’s strength, to confess our 
wrongdoing and thereby receive cleansing! When we remain 
spiritually filthy with un-confessed sin, the Lord will not listen 
to our prayers until we admit our faults by obedient submission 
and confession, and return our focus back upon Him.454 A 
primary practiced sin is un-forgiveness, which is actually a form 
of hatred; this one form of practiced sin can keep us from 
fellowship with the Lord for an entire mortal lifetime!455 Please 
understand, Satan has only to hold us to one form of practiced 
sin, to keep us ensnared to do his will; his will being that we 
both deceive and be deceived!456 This is proven by the fact that 
Satan has been murdering multitudes spiritually throughout the 
history of humankind!457 

 
Discipline hurts but for a time, yet brings forth the fruits of righteous-
ness. We live in a world today which has turned away from discipline, 
or denied the imperative of it; instead steering toward excuses and at-
tempts to make others the scapegoat for our own rebellion, misgivings, 
decisions, and troubles.458 In reality, many folks (believers included) are 

452 repent - stop and turn back to God: Ephesians 4:28-32; Hebrews 12:1-3.
453 Hebrews 12:8-15; Titus 1:10-16.
454 Psalm 66:17-20; Isaiah 59:1, 2; John 9:27-33; 1 Corinthians 15:33, 34; 2 Corinthians 6:14-

7:1.
455 Matthew 6:14, 15; 1 John 2:3-11.
456 2 Timothy 2:1-26, specific vs. 24-26.
457 John 8:40-47.
458 Jude 1:1-25.
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running from themselves, failing to realize that we can escape or evade 
nothing while wandering in darkness; rejecting the light of truth which 
assuredly illumines all things on the path of righteousness!459 Multitudes 
choose to remain intentionally ignorant of the fact that God knows all 
things with absolute preciseness; this includes each of us, even to the 
core of our motives!460 God knows all things, therefore we will all be 
held accountable for our deeds while in the flesh; there will be no ex-
cuses on that day!461  

Differences should be noticeable between believers and non-be-
lievers! Far too many believers become accustomed (calloused) to the 
same daily sins as the unbelieving. We tend to lie, violate simple laws, 
gossip, and act: selfishly, prideful, arrogant, and unconcerned for the 
welfare of others, lustful, boastful and unforgiving. These are the deeds 
of the flesh!462 Anyone who has been a believer for a considerable 
amount of time, should exhibit more the fruits of the Holy Spirit, and 
less the deeds of the flesh!463 If a “believer” of some time yet acts the 
same as before knowing God, the question must be asked “do they know 
God personally,” or only by assumption and/or concept!464  

Many believers hold to the statement that we are no longer under 
the Law; using this as an excuse to do as they please. Not being under 
the Law is absolutely correct in regard to salvation, as we are saved by 
grace through faith; yet by disciplined obedience to the standards and 
instructions of God, as by adoption as legitimate children, we actually 
establish the Law!465 If we intentionally continue to sin (even by vio-
lating simple laws designed to protect, or rebellion against authority), 
we are opposing the Lord.466 Continuous disobedience toward God 
demonstrates that we are without discipline and/or conviction. If we 
are continuously without discipline, we are possibly illegitimate children 
which are not heirs to the promise, or terribly distracted and/or en-
snared; thereby lacking in Christian character!467 All things of and 

459 Matthew 10:22-28; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15. 
460 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; James 4:3-6.
461 Mark 4:21-23; 5:26-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Timothy 5:24, 25.
462 Galatians 5:19-21.
463 Galatians 5:22, 23.
464 Galatians 4:9-11.
465 Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 3:28-31.
466 Romans 13:1-5 - emphasis verse 2.
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pertaining to God involve discipline, including wisdom and love; for 
appropriate decisions should be made!468 Conviction regarding loving 
discipline is received from God; a blessing upon those who render de-
votional loyalty and obedient submission to Him!469 The only way to 
leave maximum room for God to both will and work for His own good 
pleasure, thereby receiving His blessings; is to deny volitional “self” 
with adamancy, for this is the first step toward devotional submission 
unto the authority of the Lord!470  
 
Note: The following is in reference to those whom fall within the realm 
of that which is mentioned. These statements are in no way referencing 
any specific individual reader! If what you read brings forth personal 
conviction; praise God for His wonderful righteous goodness!471 

I would point out at this point, that far too many believers are babes 
and/or babies within their faith. Let me reiterate and expound upon 
this statement: 
 

Many do not study the gospel, so the power of the Word can bring 1.
forth change in accordance to training in righteousness.472 This is 
(in most cases) because they refuse to submit to God.473 

 
Their faith does not grow beyond adolescence, because increased faith 
comes from hearing (being witnessed) and studying the Scriptures.474 
This is also to say that many believers do not mimic the behavior of 
sound Christians, but rather the lukewarm-ness of the many who remain 
distracted by that which is of the world; this as without the necessity of 
“stern disciplined effort,” pride and excuses come forth!475 I have spoken 
to several believers who stated that they do not study the Gospel, be-
cause they will be accountable for what they have learned. Somehow 

467 2 Corinthians 11:3; Matthew 13:13-23; Hebrews 12:4-11.
468  1 Corinthians 6:9-12; 8:5-13; 9:23-27; 10:23-11:1; John 14:15-21.
469 James 3:13-4:10; Proverbs 3:11, 12; 8:32-36; 12:1-3.
470 Matthew 16:24-26; cf. John 8:31-36.
471 1 Chronicles 16:34; Nehemiah 1:5-7.
472 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17; 4:1-5.
473 James 4:3-10.
474 Hebrews 5:11-14; Romans 10:17; John 17:17.
475 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4-6; 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15.
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I do not believe that intentional ignorance will be an excuse on the day 
each of us gives account.476 This is unfortunate, as many times the chil-
dren of lukewarm (or cold) believers also stay as babes within the 
faith..477 Because children generally mimic that which they witness in 
their parents, many times before listening to what is said, in many cases 
the children fail to realize that an abundant relationship with God is 
possible; as well as an abundant understanding of the Gospel. The rea-
son for this is derived from the parent’s distractions away from loving 
the Lord with all their heart, mind, soul and strength.478 The Lord made 
this the foremost commandment for a reason, as to vary from this opens 
the door to idolatry of “self” in one’s life; thereby diminishing potential 
for a truly Christian demeanor.479 People tend to place the emphasis of 
their love upon that which is seen, rather than loving Him who is un-
seen; this being directly related to failure to “deny self,” thus the flesh 
continues to motivate and mislead!480 These traits are then taught others 
by witnessed demeanor; this when within family can lead to generations 
of individuals who with weak faith never come to realize the beauty of 
an intimate relationship with God, which leads to: fervor, obedience, 
and loving submission, which allows God’s full blessings! 

Too many times, parents do not train up their children in the ways 
of the Lord, because they want their children to like them.481 What 
kind of love is that?482 When we truly love someone we want the best 
for them, therefore we teach them about our Lord by our words and 
deeds.483 If we as parents cannot seek to please our Lord in all things, 
including the rearing of our children in accordance to God’s admoni-
tions, derived from attitude leading to proper focus and obedience; how 
can we possibly teach another about the narrow path which leads to 
righteousness.484 Please remember, my brethren; if we will not teach 
the ways of the Lord to those we love (we are to love everyone), some-
one will most certainly entice them about inappropriate things.485 

476 Romans 14:11, 12; cf. John 12:46-50.
477 Revelation 3:15, 16.
478 Deuteronomy 6:5; 13:4; Matthew 22:36-40.
479 Luke 14:26-35.
480 2 Corinthians 4:13-18; cf. 1 Peter 16-9; 1 John 4:19-21.
481 Proverbs 22:6.
482 John 15:1-17.
483 James 1:22-27.
484 2 Corinthians 5:6-9; Ephesians 5:5-17; Romans 12:1, 2; Matthew 7:13-27.
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Parents: If you want your children to grow in the Lord—set your 
mind to show them how! In doing so you all will grow, with the growth 
which is from God alone!486 Children: If what you see in your parents 
is contradictory to the standards set forth by our Lord, you follow Jesus; 
if your parents are weak in their faith show them how to have a strong 
faith by your perseverance to do that which is right! Parents and chil-
dren: Turn to, trust in, and serve Him!487 
Personal Note: Within the Matthew 10:34-40 Scriptures please un-
derstand that not being worthy of the Lord is referencing an inability 
to be an instrument of His righteousness; this is not referring to an in-
ability to by saved.  
 

Many maintain excuses for, and attempt to hide from their inap-2.
propriate behavior (most folks have done this at some point in life, 
my “self” included). This is derived from inane thinking, in accor-
dance to the flesh.488 Denial of volitional “self” and focus upon the 
Lord eliminates this from happening; for in obedience of prepara-
tion for battle, we are no longer to remain ignorant of Satan’s 
schemes!489 

The Lord knows how very much we need to change the way we 
think. This is why the first step in doing so, is to love the Lord first 
and foremost!490 When we practice staying clear of (not touching) 
that which defiles, we slowly begin to realize that we can do without 
such things (which defile) much easier than we had previously 
believed. With this new understanding, we come to realize the 
effectiveness in letting God change our way of thinking! When we 
realize the necessity of walking in truth as commanded by our Lord, 
we also then realize that we are no longer in need of excuses for, and 
further evasion from our past actions. The Lord’s forgiveness of our 
past sins is complete by the atonement of Christ (if confessed); our 
forgiveness of ourselves should also be complete as we place our 
trust in His faithfulness to have forgiven us!491 

485 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Colossians 1:28, 29.
486 1 Corinthians 3:5-9.
487 Matthew 10:34-40; Colossians 1:16-23.
488 Jeremiah 23:24; Psalms 94:7-15.
489 Ephesians 6:10-20; 2 Corinthians 10:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:3, 4.
490 Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 12:1-3; Philippians 3:18-21.
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Personal Note: There is no righteous reason not to confess our 
wrongdoing; for God knows all things about us! An excuse being an 
attempt to evade either truth or reality, or both, is but a form of delu-
sion; thus completely inappropriate. Since God knows all things, 
excuses do not vindicate us, but rather hinder our spiritual growth as 
we seek to hide from God; as His children we can do nothing against 
the truth, but only for the truth!492 It is righteous to surrender our 
“self” unto God by insistent denial of it, because of the detriment which 
it causes; thus all that is of the flesh which causes spiritual hindrance 
is rejected, which is an act of devotional love! I believe this simple 
principle to be very true—we have regrets tomorrow, for failure to do 
our best unto the Lord today!493 What I say now, I say from personal 
experience. Even as adults we tend to be insecure, thereby feeling the 
necessity to fit in. Being in the family of God we are never alone, nor 
are we in need of being like others solely for the purpose of compan-
ionship, when many continued relationships can potentially leads us 
astray.494 To put on the Lord Jesus Christ, is to have the attitude to be 
Christ-like; attitude leading to proper immovable focus (on Him) is 
the key to victory!  

When we fail to realize the abounding, intimate love of the Lord 
for each of us (everyone included), we tend to remain open to carnal 
insecurities which cause trouble. We refuse to come out from the midst 
of folks who maintain (practice) inappropriate behavior, while also re-
fusing to allow the Lord to cleanse us from all which defiles flesh and 
spirit; because we continue to associate foolishly. Please remember that 
sin causes terrible disruption in our fellowship with the Lord!495 
Because being in God’s grace abounding presence is the foundation 
for victory, being outside of His presence leads to defeat! I know this 
to be a fact, as to dabble in the inappropriate indeed causes terrible 
hindrance to fellowship with God; therefore, nothing of the created 
realm is worth causing hindrance to the greatest relationship which 
has ever been!496 

491 Galatians 2:17-21.
492 2 Corinthians 13:1-8.
493 Romans 13:11-14; Philippians 16:6; 2:12, 13.
494  Corinthians 15:33.
495 Isaiah 59:1-4; Psalm 66:18.
496 Matthew 6:25-34.
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How many times as parents have we told our children not to touch 
something, yet they do the exact opposite of what they were told! This 
is the same principle as our heavenly Father telling us—not to touch 
that which defiles, and we do it anyway! So we dabble with things, 
and make excuses for our decision by saying things such as: I really 
did not grab hold Lord; oh a little touch won’t hurt; what’s the big 
deal; if it feels good do it; well everyone else is doing it; it’s what I 
have always done. When a little child is disobedient, that is one thing; 
when we act like disobedient children although we are grown adults, 
this is something else entirely!497 Is there actually any form of love 
emphasized in disobedience?498 

I have done these things myself, so I speak from experience when I 
say “please stop, for enough is enough!”499 Many believers have never 
known the blessing of true communication with the Lord; neither had 
I, until turning completely away from all that defiles both flesh and 
spirit! Until we surrender all our foolishness before His throne of grace 
and sincerely decide to cease our excuses, evasion tactics and sin, we 
may never know! If you have never considered separating yourself from 
inappropriate friends and circumstances, thereby also the temptations, 
please do so; for the Lord God of all creation eagerly awaits our un-
hindered loyalty and devotion! 
 

Many seek to stay in their comfort zones; although this in reality 3.
constructs (by inadvertent choice) a cell of bondage around the 
believer; for we remain in the dungeon of our own ego.  

When a believer stays in their comfort zone, they in fact stay 
where they feel it is safe; in this place, the reality remains a refusal 
to serve or see clearly.500 This refusal to serve is based upon one’s 
desire for comfort rather than being receptive to appropriate: 
suffering, tribulation, and persecution; which is for the glory of God 
and the edification of others. The brethren who desire this form of 
comfort demonstrate their trust to be in: situations, circumstances 
and “self”; proving a lack of trust in the Lord.501 I am very sorrowful 

497 1 Corinthians 13:9-13.
498 John 14:15-17.
499 1 Peter 4:3; Titus 1:16; Matthew 15:7-9; Mark 7:6-9.
500 Romans 8:36, 37; Philippians 3:7-14; 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
501 2 Corinthians 1:3-7.
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that the brethren who seek comfort over service will never know the 
blessing of adversity, thereby the true comfort which comes from 
the Lord’s safe and serene deliverance!502  

When a brother or sister stays in the cell of bondage (comfort 
zone) which they have built by choice, they remain deceived into 
believing they will serve God. Because all who seek to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution for the sake of Christ and the 
gospel; to deny this fact by seeking to dwell within one’s comfort 
zone by choice, leads to being deluded and defeated.503 What would 
we say—“here am I, Lord, send me,” just make sure that whatever 
you call me to do is within the boundaries of my will (volitional cell)! 
How absurd, to believe that our will be done can in any way serve 
the Lord.504 This foolishness of living comfortably within 
Christianity has led to: diminished discipline, weak watered down 
love and instruction, condoning of sin and inappropriate behavior, 
overabundant seeking of worldly things, marriage until discomfort 
do us part, failure to speak the truth for the glory of God, coveting, 
great emphasis for religious traditions and rituals; failure to correct, 
rebuke, reproof and exhort according to Biblical standards; 
cowardice, extreme love of “self” (narcissism), self-centeredness, a 
changing of words to avoid severity (example—human bodies no 
longer die—they pass away or expire—like a magazine subscription). 

The seeking of comfort will not only keep true believers from 
serving the Lord, it will also keep many professing (deceived, 
unsaved) believers out of God’s kingdom.505 Discomfort dwelling 
within rituals and traditions, has caused men throughout the history 
of the church to drop some useless practices, yet hold to others; 
which are just as useless for spiritual growth.506 This is the basis of 
the different denominations within the body of Christ today. 
Because it is difficult for creatures of habit (humans) to set their 
minds to cease the inappropriate completely, we tend to hold on to 
portions; just because that is what we have always done or have 
become accustomed. Why did the Apostles not celebrate traditions 

502 2 Timothy 2:3, 4; 1 Peter 2:20-25; 3:14-17; 4:17-19; Hebrews 5:7-10.
503  Timothy 3:10-13.
504 Isaiah 6:8; Matthew 10:32, 33; 16:24-26; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; Titus 2:11-15.
505 Matthew 11-43.
506 1 Corinthians 10:23; Mark 7:5-9.
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in the first century; with the exception of the Lord’s Supper (which 
is an act of remembrance)? Because they celebrated and remembered 
the Lord daily by faith; not looking back at what He had already 
done via traditions and rituals!507 This will be discussed further in 
the following segment (#4); and in chapter eight. 

The Lord indicated that we must count the cost of service.508 
True Christianity involves service (servanthood)! To claim to know 
God and yet deny this fact is the essence of being lukewarm, cold, 
or intentionally ignorant. To devotionally understand this fact is to 
submit and serve! How much money is spent on believers comfort 
in congregation structures, when millions have yet to have 
possession of a Bible, or sustenance throughout the world? How is 
it that the church no longer has responsibility for the poor, but 
rather the government?509 The seeking of comfort has caused 
terrible spiritual harm within the Body of Christ, and to many 
believers; for failure to relinquish the flesh causes spiritual 
destitution! When will this foolishness in congregational settings 
stop, so we can once again focus upon our Lord; thereby regaining 
appropriate focus and devotion as a unified body of believers?510  

 
Note: To speak the truth in love is to love enough to speak the truth 
which must be spoken. As the truth hurts, have we become so cowardice 
and weak in our love for others, that we allow our brethren to continue 
wandering in darkness?511 The Lord said we would suffer tribulation 
in our service to Him for others, well this is but one way in which we 
will, if we serve by speaking the Gospel truth in love! Nowhere in the 
Gospel did the Lord tell us to deny or reject speaking the Gospel truth 
in love; for the sake of appeasing the flesh of others unto spiritual de-
gradation and detriment! This fact has been rejected within the 
current-day church; this being one of the reasons why Jesus (the: Way, 
truth, and life) has been denied access to the church (kept out) since 
A.D. 1954!512 

507 2 Corinthians 11:3; John 19:30; Galatians 4:9-11.
508 Luke 14:27-30.
509 Matthew 26:9-11.
510 Ephesians 4:14-16.
511 James 5:19, 20.
512 Revelation 3:14-22.
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Many refuse to pass beyond the elementary teaching about the Christ 4.
and the traditions of man, so as to gain maturity within the faith.513 
This attitude of refusal is found greatly within those who focus upon, 
and follow other men and women, many times forsaking the ways of 
God within intentional ignorance; for multitudes are more concerned 
of what other humans may think and practice, than are concerned 
with what God knows (even to the core of motive) and is concerned 
with (righteousness, holiness, living in the light of truth)!514 

 
Throughout the history of God’s chosen people (offspring of Abraham), 
individuals have held to ritualistic aspects of physical realm materialism 
in worship.515 This repeatedly occurred within the nation of Israel, as 
but a few kings demanded the people return to worshipping the Lord 
in purity; thereby turning away from worldly aspects of fear and ritual.516 
The Lord is pleased with those who denounce worldly acts of worship; 
wholly (without restriction). It is unfortunate that so many believers do 
not realize the harm caused in regard to walking by faith, when aspects 
of sight are utilized (and believed) to be pleasing to the Lord.517 

Men of little faith, who dwell in positions of superiority, lead many 
others of little faith to walk by sight; which condones and allows ritu-
alistic worship of rote! Many supposed spiritual leaders are but the blind 
leading the blind to depravity and carnal devotions. It is because of such 
things that too many within the Body of Christ are captive to wrongful 
desires, and thereby captive to the wiles of manmade religion.518 Thus 
discipline falls prey to one’s own willful comfort, leading to dwelling 
within worldly foolishness deprived of truth! This is why even believers 
hate to hear “stop” or “no,” for these words tell us that rules apply. 
Remember, my brethren—it is for discipline that we endure; although 
discipline to do the right thing (righteousness) is not a human trait, it 
is a necessary trait of Christianity, which is why believers must become 
devotional instruments of God’s righteousness!519 

513 Hebrews 5:12-6:3.
514 1 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Galatians 1:10; 3:25-4:11; cf. Romans 12:1, 2; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 

John 1:5-10.
515 Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 10:12, 13; cf. 1 Kings 3:3; 11:31-35; 15:1-6.
516 2 Kings 18:1-12; 22:1-23:30; cf. 1 John 4:1-21.
517 Hosea 6:6; Hebrews 11:6.
518 2 Corinthians 11:14, 15; Colossians 2:20-23.
519 1 Timothy 4:7-11; 1 Corinthians 9:23-27; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; cf. Psalm 119.
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Just as a few choice men of old refused to bow the knee to futile false 
religiosity, so also has a remnant throughout history turned from the 
inappropriate fully (examples—Daniel, Josiah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Samuel; 
Elijah) in accordance to truth. This is an outward manifestation of true 
devotion and reverence for the Lord.520 Just as so many in the past had 
believed that “high places” (top closer to heaven) brought them closer 
to the Lord, so it is that too many maintain “high places” (physical realm 
rituals and traditions) yet today within the Body of Christ; this as mul-
titudes continue attempts to worship God carnally, rather than by 
disciplined devotional faith according to standards of spiritual reverence 
and dedication appropriate to sincere love for God! Many of the tradi-
tions and rituals followed blindly within the Body of Christ, although 
futile to those who truly walk by faith, are in actuality “high places” 
which are taught to be pleasing to the Lord, by compromising individ-
uals who seek to appease! The primary reason why Jesus has been kept 
out of His own church (Body of Christ), is because multitudes do not 
want to walk in truth or in the light of reality regarding devotional obe-
dience, loyalty, and reverence to God! When the sinful nature is in 
control and leading our existence, we will tend to believe only according 
to personal choice; while denying the truth because of the pain it (truth) 
may bring forth, when we realize our wrong and must confront it! 

How many professing believers go to church only on Easter (name 
derived from Eostre—name of the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn 
/ Ishtar-Mesopotamian goddess of fertility and war), as they yet believe 
that this pleases God; although all aspects of pagan religious endeavor 
are adamantly condemned in the Gospel! How many believers trust a 
once a week visit to their local congregational meeting structure 
(Sunday believers), to be the essence of Christianity? This type of be-
havior is the epitome of “high places” in the lives of multitudes; for 
beliefs which incorporate places and things are of delusive fleshly in-
dulgent religion (carnality) which is opposed to worship of God in 
spirit and in truth! What is a church? When most (not all) folks are 
asked this question, they almost always refer to a structure. A “church” 
(Biblically = ekklaysia: an assembly; a (religious) congregation) is a group 
or gathering of individuals, which includes: mobs, protestors, etc.; in 
all cases having nothing to do with a structure.521 The existence of 

520 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Psalm 19:8-11; James 2:18-26.
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“high places” demonstrates a lack of knowledge and faithful spiritual 
devotion; whereas it is the humble willful rendering of our devotion 
that is pleasing to the Lord!522 

One must be willfully receptive to the Word of the Lord if it is to 
uplift, edify and change their life; this by training in discipline and right-
eousness!523 How many folks assemble together (church), and actually 
do not pay attention to what is said? How many go to chitchat (con-
fabulate) about so and so, or sit eagerly awaiting the moment they can 
dash to a local restaurant? How many actually look up the Scriptures 
of mention during the sermons, so as to study and thereby evidence the 
actual context of the Scripture? Do not misunderstand me; gathering 
together with other believers is very important to one’s uplifting within 
the faith; if and only if all gatherings are conducted with strict adherence 
to Gospel standards, and are conducted devotionally!524 My reference 
here is that many gather together with other believers thinking this 
makes them a “Christian”; whereas in actuality a “Christian” (those who 
are Christ-like) is an individual who selflessly is disciplined and devo-
tional in humbly submitting to the good, acceptable, and perfect will 
of God, and who by diligent study of Scripture walks according to 
knowledge upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness! High places 
are useless, and understood to be so by “Christians” with true faith and 
reverent devotion!525 Christians walk trusting in the faithfulness of the 
Lord, placing no spiritual trust in that which is seen or practiced.526 
Please understand, sincere devotion for the Lord is not a “practiced” 
trait; for devotion is a moment by moment reality which comes forth 
because of disciplined reverence! 

Turning from carnal trust in worldly things (including religiosity) 
is very important in the life of anyone who truly desires to love and 
serve the Lord! The longer we remain within the realm of futile (inane) 
thinking and worship, the more opportunity we give our enemy (Satan 
and demons) to entrap us into the inanity of this world. “Christians” 
are in the world, we are not of it; for our home awaits us in heaven!527 

521 Acts 5:11; 8:1-3; 9:31; 11:22-26; 12:5; cf. Matthew 18:20.
522 Isaiah 29:13, 14.
523 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.
524 Hebrews 10:19-27.
525 Galatians 4:1-11; 1 John 3:19-24.
526 2 Corinthians 4:13-18.
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The aforementioned few Jewish kings who turned completely from all 
worldly religious darkness, by seeking the Lord in the light of truth, 
were mentioned to have done so, that we may realize this indeed pleases 
God. I fail to notice differences (other than subtle) between how be-
lievers and non-believers celebrate (practice) holidays which make 
proclamation to be for Christ Jesus. All celebrations must be in the light 
of truth, or they should cease entirely!528 Surrender of carnal foolish 
behavior practices opens the way for spiritual maturity and growth, if 
devotion unto God leads to submission and obedience; this if the indi-
vidual is a legitimate child of God, as spiritual growth from God is solely 
upon His legitimate children! Please understand, spiritual growth and 
emotional responses are two entirely different things; for spiritual 
growth from God leads to a devotionally more in-depth obedience 
within His mature children, whereas emotional responses lead only to 
increased religiosity. Proper attitude leading to proper focus, leads to 
surrender and thereby freedom and victory (by faith) in Christ! Since 
it is the Lord Himself who does that which is pleasing to Himself in 
the life of a believer; we no longer need “high places” as He is present 
within born again believers!529 Physical realm aspects of worship will 
be discussed further in chapter eight. 

Where shall we find ourselves? Shall we find that we remained de-
ceived into believing we were saved, when the evidence of our fruits 
demonstrated otherwise?530 Shall we find that although we have been 
saved by God’s grace, we have never earned reward in heaven by allowing 
the Lord to perform in and through us good and pure acts?531 Shall we 
find that in our seeking to appease others (men and women) we have 
greatly disappointed our Lord?532 Shall we find that distractions by 
worldly foolishness have caused our Christian fruits to lie dormant? Shall 
we find (by our procrastination) that tomorrow never comes, and now 
all is said and done?533 Shall we find that our holding to “high places” 
has caused great hindrance to our growth as believers? Shall we find that 

527 Hebrews 11:8-16.
528 Romans 14:5-8; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; 1 John 1:5-10.
529 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; 2 Corinthians 1:20-22; Ephesians 1:13-23.
530 Matthew 7:16-27; Titus 1:15, 16.
531 1 Corinthians 3:11-16.
532 Matthew 10:34-40; Galatians 1:3-10; Colossians 3:22-4:1.
533 James 4:13-17; John 3:3-7; Luke 12:15-21.
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our devotional surrender unto the Lord opened the door to the greatest 
blessings we have ever known; true spiritual fellowship and servant-
hood?534 The choice rests with each of us; therefore, it is sound advice 
that we each test ourselves to see if we are actually legitimate children 
of God, for eternity is a very long time to regret never having done so!535 

A Matter of the Heart: Summation 
To wander through life under the leadership of one’s own volition and 
desires is okay if there is no ambition beyond the grave; living carnally 
leads to spiritual defeat, and/or condemnation!536 To come to knowledge 
of the truth and thereby an understanding of this fact, is to receive the 
potential understanding of human wretchedness.537 To understand one’s 
need of a Lord and Savior for redemption from sin, and the necessity to 
submit to the authority of God; is to understand the wretchedness of 
our sinful nature, and the imperative of going beyond one’s “self” for: 
wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and guidance!538 With the veil lifted 
as by being in Christ; the wisdom of God demonstrates in our spirit the 
necessity and importance of disciplined focus upon the Lord.539 With 
the knowledge of the necessity for disciplined focus and obedience, we 
now must make a choice as to continue in our former lusts and sin, or 
repent and surrender unto the Lord! This is the decision which multi-
tudes of believers refuse to make, leading them to straddle the fence of 
indecision; many times for the remainder of their mortal existence! 

Simply put: To understand what the Lord has done for us by grace, 
should lead to a understanding of His love;540 to understand His love 
to be the greatest love in the universe, should lead our spiritual earnest-
ness to be focused upon loving, serving and worshipping Him with our 
very existence;541 to understand the wide path leads to spiritual destruc-
tion and in no way leads to anything eternally profitable, is to understand 
the necessity to walk the narrow path which leads to righteousness;542 

534 Matthew 13:23; Luke 8:15-18; Philippians 1:19-24; 1 Timothy 4:6-11; Romans 13:11-14; 1 
John 2:4-6.

535 Romans 2:4-11; cf. Revelation 22:12-17.
536 Romans 8:12, 13; 2 Peter 3:17, 18.
537 Galatians 5:16, 17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6.
538 Galatians 5:19-26; Romans 8:14-17; Hebrews 5:8-10.
539 2 Corinthians 3:15-18; Hebrews 12:1-11.
540 Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:1-17; Romans 5:1-11.
541 John 4:20-24; 2 Corinthians 5:2-9; Ephesians 3:14-21; 5:5-17; 1 John 4:19-21.
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to walk the narrow path of righteousness takes the masterful leadership 
of the Lord, therefore true knowledge should lead to sincere surrender 
of one’s trust and devotion unto Him!543 Please remember, my brethren; 
the Lord does not save or protect groups, but rather individuals, there-
fore the devotional doings or walk of others cannot help us.544  
 
Personal Note: All of my early life when aloof a relationship with God, 
I sought purpose through exciting acts and actions. Having done many 
different things yet finding no satisfaction as to my purpose, I realized 
that my pride and arrogance (carnality) had blinded me to the reality of 
my purpose—knowing, loving, and serving the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Everything I have ever sought, including excitement and the answers of 
life, I have found within my relationship with the Lord. For someone 
like me who enjoyed the wages of sin and foolishness, this is a statement 
of truth which I freely give; hoping you also will find your purpose in 
Christ.545 I know now from experience—the purpose of being which all 
seek is found in a personal relationship with the Lord! We were truly 
created by Him and for Him, thus existing through Him!546 Please ask 
Him to lead you upon the journey of your eternal existence, which begins 
now; the blessed journey of your life He has chosen specifically for you!547 
The supplication unto the Lord which opens the narrow gate onto the 
narrow path of righteousness is for “truth”; for the blessing of the Lord 
which begins our journey unto freedom is the blessing of truth!548 

It does not matter where we have been, or what we have previously 
done!549 What matters is that we take a good hard look (through the 
spiritual eyes of faith) at who the Lord is; earnestly seeking for Him to 
teach us.550 Just as we seek to please those whom we love upon this 
earth, should we not all the more seek to love Him who has loved us 
with unsurpassed lovingkindness, mercy and grace!551  

542 Matthew 7:13-27; 1 Corinthians 6:12-14; 10:23, 24; 1 Timothy 4:1-12; 6:12-19; 
Luke 12:15.

543 Jeremiah 17:5-14; cf. Philippians 4:4-9.
544 Ezekiel 14:19, 20; cf. 2 Corinthians 5:10.
545 Colossians 1:9-14; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5.
546 1 Corinthians 8:5, 6.
547 Ephesians 3:14-19.
548 John 8:31-36.
549 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Philippians 3:7-14.
550 Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 2:21-27; Matthew 23:8, 9.
551 John 3:16; 15:11-17; Titus 3:4-8; 1 John 4:11-17.
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Multitudes of believers: seek a God of convenience;552 seek a Savior, 
and yet deny the divine lordship and masterful leadership of Christ in 
their lives (carnal believers);553 expect God to follow their mortal will, 
while denying God’s will be done;554 place the things of God secondary 
to the things (stuff / mammon) of the world, thus wanting it both ways!555 
The Lord waits patiently for each of us to open our heart and spirit (our 
choice) so that He may enter unrestricted by carnal volition! If you have 
not yet opened your heart to Him—please wait no longer!556 Please re-
member—He is our Savior by grace, He is our Lord by choice!557 

For us to understand that our way simply does not work, should lead 
us to the understanding that the proper paths are only made straight 
by the Lord.558 Too many believers yet continue on the same path as 
prior to coming to knowledge of the truth, as they feel if they continue 
long enough all will work out for the better. How can anything work 
out for the better on such a path, when the path is all together the wrong 
one!559 If we desire to walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord, it must 
be upon the narrow path of His righteousness!560 We cannot have a 
spiritually victorious journey in life unless we go back to square one 
and begin again on the correct (righteous) path!561 If the path you are 
on is not working, rather than continuing on, please change direction 
under the guidance of the Lord Jesus Christ; for with sincerity of de-
votion for Him, and supplication for “truth”; He will show the way, one 
disciplined and devotional step at a time, henceforth!  

Key Note of Truth 
True Christianity being a matter of the most sincere devotion, demon-
strates how it is the agape love given by God, which is necessary to 
escape the superficial love of the world.562 As Christians we should never 

552 Isaiah 29:13; James 4:3-6.
553 Romans 8:24, 25; 10:8-10; Luke 14:25-35.
554 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 1 Peter 4:1-6; 2 Peter 1:1-11.
555 1 John 2:15-17.
556 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
557 Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 10:8-13, specific v. 9; James 4:7-10.
558 Proverbs 3:5-8; Luke 16:10-13.
559  6:4-8.
560  Peter 1:13-16; Romans 1:16, 17; 10:1-4.
561 Proverbs 4:23-27; Matthew 6:25-34; 22:36-40.
562 fruit of the Spirit - Galatians 5:22, 23; cf. John 14:27-15:17; Luke 16:15-31; 

2 Timothy 3:1-5.
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love anything that does not have life, for if we do—we have not over-
come the ways of the world; thus we are yet ignorant of Satan’s schemes, 
and being overcome by the world and the one who entices and in-
fluences in accordance!563 Satan need only hold a believer captive 
efficiently in one way, to succeed in his (Satan’s) task of keeping us from 
better knowing and serving the Lord God of truth and light; for Satan’s 
will is that multitudes both deceive and be deceived, and by this be led 
astray of the spiritual reality!564 Whether this is (examples): inappro-
priate love (aforementioned), un-forgiveness (please consider that love 
and un-forgiveness are opposites; thus un-forgiveness is an act of ha-
tred),565 trusting uncertainties,566 fear,567 forms of immorality,568 
malicious gossip, nosiness, moodiness;569 the result will be bondage to 
(distraction by) that which is of this world.570 To love anything which 
has not life is to have idols!571 To love anyone more than our Lord, is 
to have idols!572 Do we have idol worship in the world today, and yet 
even within the Body of Christ (church)? Absolutely! 

Although following the Lord Jesus Christ takes perseverance, en-
durance, proven character, and the strength which God provides; it is 
not complicated.573 The confusion within the faith of many comes from 
their own: double-mindedness, failure to obey and accurately align the 
Gospel, and split devotions.574 Christianity is truly a matter of both 
heart and spirit; for with disciplined sincere devotion (heart), comes the 
growth which is from God alone (spiritual)! The choices we make ev-
idence the motives of our demeanor; therefore our fruits indeed 
evidence the truth as to our faith and righteousness in accordance to 
God’s grace, or lack thereof!575 Instead of attempting the Christian walk 
of our own accord (carnal at best), leading to spiritual defeat; follow the 

563 James 4:1-4; 2 Corinthians 2:9-11; 1 Peter 5:5-11.
564 Matthew 13:18-23, 37-43; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3.
565 Matthew 6:14, 15; 1 Peter 1:22-25; John 13:34, 35; 15:14-17.
566 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 15:7-9; Colossians 2:6-10.
567 1 John 4:17-19.
568 Romans 13:12-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
569 Romans 1:28-32; 1 Timothy 3:11; 5:13.
570 Matthew 13:22; Luke 8:14.
571 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
572 Matthew 10:36-40; Luke 14:26, 27.
573 Matthew 10:22-28; Ephesians 6:10-18; Luke 8:15-18; Romans 2:5-11; 5:1-6; 15:5-13.
574 James 1:7, 8; 4:7, 8; Luke 6:46-49; Acts 20:24; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-12; Galatians 4:9-11; 

Titus 1:15, 16.
575 Matthew 6:19-24; 7:16-20.
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Lord as He takes you where He wills, henceforth achieving victory both 
in the spiritual and physical realms! 

The primary baby steps of Christianity are—faith in knowing that 
our Lord is the one true God and the only Savior of humanity,576 and 
denial of “self.”577 These steps are all manifest in the life of individuals 
who have answered God’s righteous drawing to believe, in accordance 
to the measure of faith which He has righteously activated.578 A rem-
nant chooses disciplined devotion and obedience, while multitudes 
deny Him because of: pride, arrogance, worldly distractions, or being 
deceived by Satan.579 Too many fail because of a lack of devotional sin-
cerity! Superficiality has no place in the realm of our faith and walk 
for Jesus; as the Lord looks to the depths of one’s heart and mind, and 
thereby knows the utter truth.580 We must examine ourselves carefully, 
for true sincerity of: faith, restraint, love, and discipline; for these are 
all a matter of the heart!581 
 
Personal Note: The wonderment of the spiritual relational reality 
within which we are saved and blessed is all about God! When during 
a moment of complete and utter surrender, we confess Jesus as Lord; 
we are adopted into God’s family by grace; and this by the divine work 
(drawing process) of God.582 The confession unto salvation is—“Jesus 
as Lord,” not Jesus as Savior! Within the moment of surrender, when 
this is according to God’s righteous drawing, acknowledgement is made 
of the imperative to submit to the authority of God; for this is the door-
way (small / narrow gate) which leads to the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness, upon which our journey with the Lord begins and con-
tinues for all eternity. Any attempt to pass through the doorway as by 
the flesh (self) is: futile, foolish, and foundational to insincerity; leading 
to sustained carnal endeavors which rarely (if ever) achieve appropriate 
behavior which is pleasing to the Lord! When we realize that God is 
greater than our “self,” during a devotional confession of faith, the Lord 

576 Deuteronomy 4:35-40; Isaiah 9:6, 7; 43:11-13; 45:5, 6, 21-25; John 14:1-4; Romans 10:8-
13; 14:11, 12; Philippians 2:9-11.

577 Matthew 16:24-27.
578 Romans 8:1-39; 12:1-21.
579 Romans 10:1-21.
580 1 Corinthians 4:4, 5; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-4; Psalm 26:2.
581 Lamentation 3:1-66; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10.
582 John 6:44, 45; cf. 14:6, 7.
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is then willing and able to masterfully guide us upon the path of His 
righteousness; thus the reality of Gospel standards is manifest in us by 
our heavenly Father, as He truly wills and works in us all that is pleasing 
to Himself! This is Christianity; with the blessing being that we become 
capable of living our existence unto the Lord, as by His masterful lead-
ership and strength by which we are: taught, nurtured, strengthened 
and exulted to higher levels of: love, devotion, discipline, dedication, 
righteousness, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge; thus all our en-
deavors of life become increasingly efficient and effective as we move 
forward to God’s upward call in Christ Jesus!583 

Amazingly these blessings last for all eternity! Can anything of our 
flesh (self) bring forth such beauty and righteousness? I think not! 

583 Philippians 3:8-14.
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDINAL BEHAVIOR 

Prophesy from the seven churches of revelation 
regarding historical spiritual decline 

Revelation 2:1-3:22 

Preface 
Aspects of history and general characteristics will precede many ex-
amples of the churches; the purpose—to allow a better understanding 
of specifics in regard to each city, thereby also its church (ekklaysia), 
for the purpose of hermeneutic investigation. Hermeneutic investiga-
tion is imperative during study of the seven churches; for the words 
Jesus rendered reiterate importance in conjunction with the history of 
the place and people; thus the immensity of the words is fully empha-
sized, and thereby the message reaches full potential within the specific 
rendering of truth. Specifics in regard to individuals, peoples, Scriptural 
mandates and Christian standards will be mentioned in various areas 
of the writings, this also to reiterate meaning; thereby furthering 
understanding.  

Please understand—the book of Revelation is prophesy, therefore 
future (eschatology) from the time of its being revealed (A.D. 90-96). 
The accounts which follow are for understanding of both life long ago, 
and prophesy which has unfolded from the time of its being rendered. 
This is revealed so as to better realize Christ’s statements, and the dif-
ferent characteristics of Christian demeanor; throughout the fulfillment 
of church history, with the hermeneutic being vital for in-depth under-
standing as to how the Lord regards behavior by believers both 
appropriate and inappropriate specific to the understanding of human 
beings at certain places at certain times! The attitudinal behavior of all 
professing believers (not born again; illegitimate children) and/or con-
fessing believers (born again; legitimate children) can be found within 
these accounts. Note—a scriptural test regarding “legitimate” and “il-
legitimate” children of God can be found in Hebrews 12:1-24; with 
specifics found in vs. 7-11. 



I do not state that every specific which follows is completely accurate 
(exact distances; etc.); therefore I apologize for any inaccuracies in spe-
cifics. My intent is to make illustration of relational and religious 
(Christian in nature, former; doctrinal and ritualistic, latter): character, 
demeanor, sincerity, and focus. These are the specifics as I have noted 
them according to much study, investigation, and prayer. I am hopeful 
that in witnessing the characteristics of both life long ago and how most 
of the general characteristics yet remain even to present today; reading 
this may bring new understanding regarding loving and serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Just like everyone, I have a lot to learn regarding our 
Lord, which is why studying the Gospel and its history has for many 
years been my greatest expenditure of personal time. I truly hope that 
these historical accounts of Christian and religious life will uplift and 
bless the reader with new understanding as to the differences and sim-
ilarities from times long ago, and the present age in which we live.  

NOTES OF IMPERATIVE IMPORTANCE 

The necessity to “heed” that which is rendered in Revelation 1.
chapters 2 & 3 (the seven churches) was, and remains imperative for 
understanding regarding the primary form of corruption which 
infiltrated the Christian church; thereby bringing forth alteration 
which was, and remains the—Christian religion! Although the 
church (actual Christianity) was founded in righteousness by the 
Lord in the forefront of the first century A.D.; the primary 
corruption entered at the forefront of the second century A.D., and 
being tolerated became a convincing insidious means of detrimental 
harlotry in the lives of multitudes from the third century A.D.; even 
so greatly to this very day! 

 
Had believers actually “heeded” the warnings; which was not a 2.
request; then many more than a simple remnant (few) would have 
avoided being deceived (been blessed; Revelation 1:3), and the church 
would have abounded unto edification for multitudes, rather than but 
a remnant throughout the centuries from the time of the church 
being righteously founded by the Lord. The Lord not only rendered 
the warnings found in the specifics of the seven churches, but has 
done all possible that none should perish; yet the decision to avoid 
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deception, or not, being in accordance to human volition, leaves the 
realistic truth that each of us is responsible and accountable for our 
own success or failure, regarding adoption as God’s children unto 
salvation or remaining condemned as by volitional choice to adhere 
to religious deception! God cannot be blamed; for His loving-
kindness, mercy, and grace has abounded throughout! 

 
The essence of what is stated in this chapter will become evident 3.
with study of the historical truth within the accounts which follow. 
Please also remember, the entire book of Revelation is to be 
“heeded”! The accounts which follow are solely in accordance to 
understanding the aforementioned (seven churches; Revelation 
chapters 2 & 3), and not the entire book of Revelation; thus much 
is indicative of Jewish history during the time period of discussion; 
therefore the imperative exists for exegesis and hermeneutics unto 
actual understanding pertaining to the Lord’s statements; for 
investigation must be forthcoming as to what the specific words 
meant to those people at that place and time, if the actual emphasis 
is to be appropriately understood! Regarding the remaining chapters 
of Revelation please read and reference chapter six of the book (Big 
If—”Notations on Revelation”). 

 
Although there was once a “religion” as designated by the Lord, i.e. 4.
the Levitical Law; with the coming of the Messiah the necessary 
imperative became—faith; for the Law pointed directly to the 
coming Messiah, and with acceptance of Jesus as the Lord and 
Messiah of prophesy no further “religious tutoring” is of necessity! 
Please read Galatians chapters two through five; investigating 
specifically chapter three. Please understand, physical realm 
“religion” is only for those who did not learn the lesson of the 
tutorial, and thereby come to realize the essence of the personal 
spiritual relationship which is necessary in order to be legitimately 
adopted into God’s family, and thereby saved from the wages of sin 
which is death; thus stayed from eternal separation from the Lord 
our Creator. Simply stated—religion is for those who hold to but a 
concept of the saving relationship (spiritual relational reality)! Please 
read John chapter three. 
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Foreword 
The key to any actual form of “Christian” success is to place and 1.
keep God first; for as He never leads from the tail position, and as 
His masterful leadership is imperative for the achieving of anyone’s 
spiritual growth, He must (by personal choice) have priority within 
all endeavors within the life of any believer. The key to actual 
success as a servant of God, remains that He must be first and 
foremost; this as by a volitional decision of surrender, which is 
guarded each moment for the entirety of one’s existence in human 
form.584 Please note as by the footnote that it is rendered as a 
commandment—love the Lord; yet as devotional and reverent 
sincerity for Him is the motivational factor within the remnant who 
actually love Him aloof the insidious nature of religion and “self,” 
a commandment is not of necessity! A considerable understanding 
can be forthcoming, upon consideration of waning human devotion 
and the dangers of double-mindedness; for these fleshly 
degradations are the primary causes of wretchedness which led, and 
yet lead to the necessity for a commandment to love the Lord our 
Creator! It is for this reason that denial of “self” is imperative to an 
abounding relationship with the Lord, for sincere unwavering 
devotion for another cannot be achieved while the sinful nature 
(self; individuality) leads any or all endeavors!585 A primary example 
of leadership gone astray because of waning devotion, and the 
outcome being the Lord’s light of righteousness and truth being 
withdrawn from the congregation, can be plainly evidenced by 
proclamations from pastors and ministers that the specific 
congregation is “their congregation!” IT IS CHRIST’S BODY 
AND CONGREGATION; NO EXCEPTIONS! It is derived 
from the foolishness of the sinful nature (self; individuality) 
abounding in leadership no longer led by the Master and King, that 
denominational and conventional doctrine has taken precedence 
over Gospel truth; thus the leadership no longer upon the narrow 
path of God’s righteousness, leads those who follow them upon the 
broad path of spiritual decline and/or destruction!586  

584 cf. Deuteronomy 6:4-25; Matthew 22:36-40; Luke 9:57-62; 14:26-35; John 12:24-27. 
585 cf. Matthew 16:24-27; James 4:1-10.
586 cf. Matthew 7:13-27.
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More regarding the final outcome of this type wretchedness will •
be forthcoming within notes regarding the church at Laodicea; 
which is the current-day church (A.D. 1954—present), as by 
prophetic characteristics fulfilled.  
Something which should remain of consideration throughout •
the study of the seven churches; what is “lukewarm” (Biblically)? 
Lukewarm is derived from three sources—having failed as by 
the heating effect of diligence to reach a hot state; having 
achieved a hot state, failing to be assiduous; having achieved a 
hot state, adding the cooling effects of: distraction, compromise, 
following the status quo, adherence to human religious: 
doctrines, precepts, philosophies, traditions, ideologies, and 
idealisms.  

 
The Epistles of Christ are to be considered as: 2.

They are directed to the local church, as things which are (truth •
revealed). 
The Epistles (seven = complete) are directed to all believers. Let •
all hear what the Spirit says!587 
Effort should be made to apply (heed) the principals learned by •
the Epistles.588  
Prophesy is to be believed without doubt, as the events which •
must take place. Jesus is the center (head) of the Church 
because He purchased it with His blood and knows it better 
than anyone; thus His instructions should be followed with 
devotional humble submissiveness and obedience! 
Both commendation and rebuke should be considered, thereby •
gaining the understanding which motivates us to keep the Lord 
first; thus maintaining an appropriate attitude of subjection to 
God’s righteousness, which turns inappropriate behavior into 
appropriate godliness, as by the growth which He supplies.589 
To those who overcome the world,590 Jesus promised the reward •
(blessing) of:  
Eternal life (the paradise of God).591 •

587 Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22.
588 cf. Revelation 1:1-8, specific v. 3; 22:6-16, specific v. 7.
589 cf. 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Peter 1:1-11; Romans 10:1-4; 1 Corinthians 3:1-15.
590 cf. Romans 12:9-21; 1 John 2:3-27; 4:1-21.
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Being saved from the second death.592  •
Being given hidden manna (food from God), and a new name.593 •
Ruling the nations with Him during His millennial reign.594 •
Revelation 2:28—morning star;595 referring to being in the 
personal presence of Jesus Himself during the one thousand 
year millennial reign, blessed with true illumination from the 
Lord on a continual basis. 
Being given white garments (pure white as we have been •
cleansed of all sin for eternity); also having our names confessed 
before the Father as eternally secure.596 
Residence in the New Jerusalem, with the names of God the •
Father, Jesus, and the city upon believers.597 
The ability to sit with Jesus upon His throne.598 •
Crowns of: righteousness;599 life;600 glory (for those anointed •
unto leadership).601 
The honor of being called God’s child.602 •

A key factor should be remembered; the actual imperative ◦
of salvation is that God knows an individual as His 
legitimately adopted child!603 Religions, denominations, 
sects, emulated righteousness, living by the “golden rule,”604 
etc., will save no one!  

Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7) History  
The initial inhabitants of Ephesus (Leleges and Carians), were con-
quered by Ionian Greek settlers led by Androclus of Athens in the 
year 1,000 B.C. The now predominant Greek inhabitants of Ephesus 

591 Revelation 2:7.
592 Revelation 2:11.
593 Revelation 2:17.
594 Revelation 2:26, 27.
595 cf. Revelation 22:16.
596 Revelation 3:5.
597 Revelation 3:12.
598 Revelation 3:21.
599 cf. 2 Timothy 4:7, 8.
600 Revelation 2:10; cf. James 1:12.
601 cf. 1 Peter 5:1-4.
602 Revelation 21:7.
603 cf. John 10:1-30; Romans 8:1-25; Ephesians 1:3-14; Galatians 4:1-11, specific vs. 9-11.
604 cf. Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31-34.
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worshipped the fertility goddess Artemus, assimilated from the inhab-
itants of the land. 

Ephesus was a very proud city with an inhabitancy of approximately 
250,000; making the city the fourth largest in the known world. The 
city: possessed the Temple of Diana (Artemus—constructed 550 B.C.), 
held considerable competition games from 420-356 B.C., was renowned 
for its amphitheater and bath houses; later becoming a city of great 
wealth (under full Roman rule), which attracted many whom sought 
dishonest gains. 

After the Temple of Artemus was destroyed by fire in 356 B.C., it 
was rebuilt in 2S50 B.C. The city of Ephesus was under the control of 
Lysimachus, one of Alexander’s (356-323 B.C.) generals, and was moved 
to higher ground to avoid flooding. The city’s wall was rebuilt along 
with a new harbor and streets during Lysimachus’ reign (301-281 B.C.). 

Upon Lysimachus` death, the city came under the control of the 
Seleucids, until they were defeated by the Romans in 189 B.C. The city 
then came under the leadership of the king of Pergamum, as a gift for 
his military assistance to Rome. When the last king of Pergamum had 
died, the city of Ephesus came under direct Roman rule in 133 B.C. 

Under the direct rule of Rome, the city of Ephesus became a very 
industrious city. The city for many years after the coming of the Messiah 
maintained a sincere zeal for the Lord; as Paul, Timothy, and John all 
ministered there. Prior, the city was torn in spiritual beliefs as it came 
under Persian, Greek and Roman rule; suffering the frailties of any large 
city because sin and greed invaded industry as opportunity grew. 

The social situation in Ephesus was booming. The city was a major 
port in Asia Minor and contained the Temple of Artemus. Ephesus was 
under Roman rule and was designated the capital of the Roman province 
of Asia. Ephesus was a huge metropolis where games involving men 
and beast were prevalent, occurring in an open theater which was ca-
pable of holding thousands of spectators. The city drew to itself (as a 
major city) both good and evil, having the social conditions being that 
of industry and wealth. 

Ephesus was an immoral city before the Apostle Paul opened their 
eyes to the truth of the Gospel. The city worshipped fertility gods, ad-
hering to sexual immorality derived from pagan worship. Upon 
receiving the Gospel, the city of Ephesus became a key central location 
for the spreading of the Gospel in the western provinces of Asia. With 
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the inhabitants of Ephesus coming to knowledge of the truth, they im-
proved greatly in moral stature and also the works they did for Christ 
throughout the land of Asia Minor. Although there were many adver-
saries to the Gospel within Ephesus, the door to effective evangelism 
remained open.605 

The city of Ephesus was a metropolis much like any large city of 
present day. It held to many immoral practices, while it blossomed 
greatly socially. The city was torn between many gods, but held to the 
goddess Artemus (Diana) primarily.606 As a remnant of the city’s inhab-
itants came to know Jesus and the truth of the Gospel, it became divided 
yet grew in spiritual stature; some appropriate and a majority not. Being 
a capital city, it drew many criminals to its gates, bringing their own 
immoralities to a city already divided.  
 

Jesus as one’s first love is pertaining to the reality of the Christ •
(glory of Christ) who is the image of God (2 Corinthians 4:1-6)! 
As Jesus stated—“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6, 7); within 
this statement it must be realized that Jesus (the Way) is the 
only avenue (path; ladder) between the earth and the throne of 
God in heaven, therefore He leads upon the narrow path of His 
righteousness, upon which He must be spiritually followed 
(Matthew 7:13-27; Romans 8:1-17; cf. Genesis 28:12; John 
1:51)! In addition, Jesus is “the truth” which in reality specifies 
that He is the one in full authority (reality of the Christ; God); 
within whom and by whom freedom comes forth to make 
individuals free from bondage to the world, the elemental 
things of the world (principles; religion), and the guile of the 
ruler of the world (Satan); for without the light of truth within 
which the Lord always remains, there is no potential to remain 
aloof the darkness of deception (John 8:31 -45; 1 John 1:5-10; 
cf. Luke 11:33-36; John 1:4, 5; 3:19-21; 12:35, 36, 44-50; 
Colossians 2:8-10)! Jesus as the “truth” is in reality the very 
essence of our existence, now and forever; for in Him we find 
spiritual purpose, deliverance and fulfillment, which far 

605 cf. 1 Corinthians 16:8, 9; Acts 19:22-28.
606 cf. Acts 19:35-37.
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surpasses anything of this world which can be sought carnally 
(Romans 12:1, 2; Ephesians 4:20-24; Colossians 1:16, 17)! In 
addition, Jesus is “the life” both now (corporeal with righteous 
purpose) and forever (eternal); thus He is the Savior of all 
human beings, especially of believers (1 Timothy 4:6-11); for 
“believers” accept the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ), and 
non-believers do not! 
It was during the latter part of the first century A.D. that the •
falsehood of “personal savior gods” entered into the Christian 
church; this had been initiated within Greek Mythology, and 
through instigation tore at the fabric of the church as 
individuals sought solely to have a savior. This same falsehood is 
yet witnessed to this very day; for multitudes seek a Savior (life), 
yet have no intention of actual knowledge or submission unto 
the authority of God (as Lord and Master—the Way and the 
truth)!607 This selfish action by multitudes is foundational to 
acceptance of but one aspect of the Christ (life); while rejected 
the imperatives to both follow (the Way) and remain in the light 
as He is in the light (truth)!  

Severity of seeking a personal savior god, and this generally ◦
due to: carnality, self-centeredness, fleshly complacency, 
seeking of comfort within being served rather than serving, 
and the following of others; henceforth from the time of its 
introduction in the first century within the Christian 
church, has reached such dangerous proportions that most 
Christian religious pulpit proclamations regard a simple 
confession of faith accepting Jesus as Savior, yet the Biblical 
confession of faith is that of “Jesus as Lord” (Romans 10:5-
13, specific v. 9). The severity of the danger lies in the fact 
of knowledge regarding the “glory of Christ” being 
necessary in order to be saved; this knowledge being the 
truth regarding Jesus` lordship, which evades those who 
would fall for the deception of simply accepting Him as 
“personal savior” within insincerity void of truth and 
devotion. The necessary knowledge is the reality of the 
Christ (John 6:44-65; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10; Hebrews 

607 cf. Jude 1:1-16; 1 Timothy 1:3-7.

The Big If 187



5:8-10)! Spiritual ignorance always remains until displaced 
by knowledge of the truth! 

The Church at Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7) 
Commendation •
Their spiritual works (deeds; v. 2).608 •
Their tremendous toils (v. 2).609 •
Their perseverance in not growing weary of serving God (v. •
3).610 
Their steadfastness in proclaiming the truth (vs. 2, 6).611 •
Their testing of all teachings, and open rejection of false •
teachers (v. 2).612 
Their loyalty to the Gospel, even in times of hardship.613 •
Their hatred toward evil and open condemnation of •
wickedness.614 

REBUKE 

The church at Ephesus had forgotten their first love—Jesus. Although 
the church at Ephesus had been on fire for the Lord for more than forty 
years; for their devotion toward Him was exceptional; many were now 
second generation believers whom did not maintain the appropriate 
sincerity of devotion to Christ that their progenitors had.615 

 
As aforementioned, when sincere devotion for God wanes, so •
also does motivation derived from submissive obedience; thus 
individuals seek to do the right thing for the wrong reasons. 
Within this, subjection to the righteousness of God is replaced 
by one’s endeavors to establish a righteousness of human 
stature; thus focus falls aloof of God, turning rather unto the 
capabilities of human kind (religious endeavors, rather than 
relational success).616 

608 cf. Ephesians 1:1-14.
609 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:58.
610 cf. Ephesians 6:18-20; Romans 5:1-5.
611 cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10.
612 cf. 1 John 4:1-6.
613 cf. 2 Timothy 2:3-26.
614 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24.
615 cf. Ephesians 1:15-23.
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The primary means by which progeny fall away from sincerity •
of devotion for God, is variances in rearing away from the 
edifying standards of admonition as set forth by the Lord.617 
The realm of the “Christian religion” has come to believe the 
possibility exists to both walk in the light as God is in the light, 
while dabbling with darkness as through compromise with the 
elemental principles of the world; this is due falling prey to the 
insidious nature of Satan’s schemes, while also failing to 
habitually test all things according to the Gospel as by diligence 
within both study and prayer!618 Please remember—“religion” is 
the primary means by which Satan deceives the whole world 
(minus a remnant); actual Christianity (as distinguished from 
the Christian religion) is not a religion, but rather a spiritual 
relational reality! 

 
The church at Ephesus was an orthodox high spirited church of 
Biblical sound doctrine, yet their spirits were beginning to cool down 
to the point that they no longer were focused upon Jesus as the foun-
dation of their endeavors (author and perfecter of faith). When the 
Lord calls us, He calls us to love Him first and foremost; which is the 
imperative for successful servanthood in accordance to His masterful 
righteous leadership! When we allow anything to come before our 
love for Him, we allow our love and devotion to drift (harlotry) and 
thereby become weary and misguided; which is what was happening 
in Ephesus.619 

The believers within the church at Ephesus were told to remember 
where they had once been in loving the Lord, by considering how far 
they had fallen. They were then told to repent of their mediocre love 
for the Lord, lest their lampstand (spiritual witness) be removed. Jesus 
was instructing the Ephesians to once again place their devotional focus 
toward Him, in their exhibited toils for the spreading of the Gospel. It 
was not the efforts within the church that were lacking, but rather the 
proper devotional focus, which results in submission unto His masterful 

616 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11; Ephesians 6:10-18.
617 cf. Proverbs 22:6, 15; 23:13, 14; 29:15-17.
618 cf. Psalm 37:7; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2:8-10, 20-23; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24; 

1 John 1:5-10; 2:15-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 4:1-10.
619 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Matthew 10:34-39.
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tutelage, thereby maintained stance in the light as He is in the light 
(righteous truth).  

Please consider the effects of continually doing the right thing for 
the wrong reasons. At some point confusion will reign in the place of 
the Lord’s wisdom, which He gives to those who maintain focus upon 
Him!620 Too many have fallen into the pride and arrogance trap of the 
world, by seeking spiritual success in accordance to one’s own merits 
and inappropriate motivations (carnal endeavor). Leaving our first love 
for Jesus (allowing our love for Him to vary and/or diminish), is the 
first step in going astray. Far too many who initially loved the Lord 
have taken this first step!621 

KEY FACTOR WHICH MUST BE REALIZED 

The key imperative which is lost when sincerity of devotion has waned 
is—actual personal fellowship with the Lord, and thus his masterful 
leadership in one’s corporeal lifelong endeavors! Although having fel-
lowship with the Lord is a concept which many believers and supposed 
believers may have, the reality exists that fellowship with God, with cer-
tainty is the greatest blessing (heavenly gift) we can receive in 
accompaniment with salvation; for both salvation by and fellowship 
with our Creator is by grace (unwarranted and unmerited favor)!622 As 
“sanctification” (the setting apart and making holy) is God’s will for all 
believers, and it is during times of actual fellowship (with the Lord) that 
we receive: instruction, reproof, correction, spiritual nurturing and 
growth; absolute devotion for the Lord and abstention from sin must 
be maintained; for if devotion diminishes and/or intentional sin is main-
tained, so also potential for actual fellowship is diminished or 
intentionally denied and lost! The essence of Revelation 2:5 directly 
indicates that the “light” of God’s righteousness will be removed; thus 
any endeavors are in accordance to attempts at harmonious outcome 
via the establishing of one’s own righteousness, causing negation re-
garding reception of God’s righteousness in any attempted endeavor 
pertaining to life, the Gospel, or speaking the Gospel truth unto non-

620 cf. James 1:2-12.
621 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:10-4:5.
622 cf. Hebrews 6:1-8.
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believers!623 This is an area where “religion” causes great detriment in 
the life of multitudes of believers, for they are religiously taught the 
manner in which they must do things for God; this causing negation 
regarding devotional humble submission so as to allow God to both 
will and work for His own good pleasure, which is actually the only 
means of success and growth in spiritual matters!624 

 
Imperative note: The first step in going astray of both truth •
and actual fellowship with God is to stop loving the Lord first 
and foremost! When the Lord witnesses earnestness within a 
believer to both know and love Him, the blessing of God’s love 
(pure, un-defiled and selfless; of His spiritual fruit) is rendered 
which replaces the much lesser emotional love which is of the 
flesh (impure, defiled and selfish)! When foremost love for the 
Lord wanes, the door is then opened for Satan’s guile 
(deceptions); this as foremost focus is placed upon secular 
aspects or specifics, all of which can be utilized by demonic 
forces to distract and coerce for the purpose of causing spiritual 
detriment! As Satan has always desired to be worshipped, 
inasmuch as he would settle for nothing less than being like the 
Most High God (Isaiah 14:12-14, specifically v. 14), he (Satan) 
knows that the first step in coercing humans to worship him; 
even in ignorance; comes with failure to continually love and 
place the Lord God first and foremost. It is within this fact that 
Satan utilizes “religion” as a means of primary deception against 
human beings; for he (Satan) understands fully the dangers of 
secular influence derived from fleshly desire and wanton 
sensuality, for thus physical realm religion entices the flesh and 
thereby destroys spiritual potential; as human beings ignorantly 
worship the devil as by adherence to the doctrines of demons 
(religious: doctrines, precepts, philosophies and traditions) 
which bring forth emotional (fleshly; earthy) responses!625 This 
form of enticed coercion entered at the time designation of 

623 cf. Romans 10:1-4.
624 cf. Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Philippians 1:1-2:16, specific 1:6; 2:12, 13.
625 1 Timothy 4:1-5.
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Smyrna and grew to huge dangerous proportions throughout 
the remaining history of the Christian Church!626 

 
Although other human beings (if led by God) can instruct us in the ways 
we are to go regarding a relationship with God, no human being can 
actually teach or guide us regarding entrance into the spiritual realm 
where God is to be found. As the Lord searches the minds and hearts 
(motives) of all human beings, He alone can take us (individually) on 
the journey which reveals and teaches us our purpose in accordance to 
His personal anointing! Absolute unwavering devotion for the Lord is 
the key factor which places us in the position of humility and submission 
necessary to receive His heavenly gift (actual fellowship with Him); thus 
only the individual can hope or seek to achieve the appropriate place 
from which to receive the teaching by which to journey forward with 
the Lord, and by doing so actually fulfill one’s purpose of existence!627 
The endeavor to achieve actual fellowship with the Lord may take 
months or years; this dependent upon the individual as by decisions 
(volition) regarding: 
 

Denial of self (Matthew 16:24-27)! •
Love for the Lord first and foremost (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; •
Matthew 22:36-40)! 
Exuberant concern for the salvation of others, and the •
admonitions of God (Romans 10:1-4; 1 John 3:19-24; Luke 
17:7-10; John 15:1-20)! 
Insistence for an abounding relationship with the Lord; •
regardless of the direction taken by others (Matthew 10:34-39; 
Philippians 1:15-30; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21)! 
Persistence in returning to the place of His presence (spiritual •
realm) (John 4:20-24; 1 Corinthians 2:1-4:5)!  

 
Realities according to Biblical standards are:628

 
 

626 cf. Colossians 2:1-23; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:5.
627 1 John 2:18-27.
628 cf. Matthew 22:36-40; 1 Timothy 5:8; 1 Corinthians 7:1-9; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 

Philippians 2:1-18.
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(True Christians never cross this line) 
IDOL 

(anything preceding God) 
 

GOD 
SPOUSE 

CHILDREN 
MINISTRY (which includes all endeavors) 

SELF (never rises above this position) 
 

The world’s priorities according to the influence of demons are:629 
 

(Idol) SELF 
(Idol) RICHES 
(Idol) FAMILY 

GOD 
 

Priorities for a Bondservant of God: 630 
 

NOT AN OPTION - IDOLATRY; COMPROMISE;  
VARIATION; EXCUSE  

GOD (FIRST AND FOREMOST) 
SALVATION OF OTHERS  

 

Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) 
Smyrna was a rather large city on the west coast of Asia Minor, approx-
imately thirty-five miles north of Ephesus. The city had substantial port 
facilities, was surrounded on three sides by fertile farmland, and had an 
unwavering loyalty to Rome for the first two centuries A.D. 

Smyrna was the headquarters for the imperial cult of emperor wor-
ship in that portion of the Roman Empire. The city’s harbor was well 
protected, and was connected to the Hermus River which supplied a 
route of trade from within areas of Asia Minor. The city of Smyrna was 

629 cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-7; Matthew 6:19-34; 1 John 5:18-21; Ephesians 6:12.
630 cf. Romans 14:5-9; Philippians 1:21-24; 3:7-14; 2 Timothy 2:1-4.
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the location of the temple of Emperor Tiberius, which was a symbol of 
the alliance the city had with the Roman Empire. 

Smyrna was a central harbor city where beautiful foothills and lower 
altitude mountains were decorated with extravagant temples of pagan 
worship. The many municipal buildings which were erected to accom-
modate the judicial system of the area, along with the houses of worship 
upon the hills (Mt. Pagos), comprised what was known as the “Crown 
of Asia.” The extravagance and beauty of Smyrna made it a vacation 
spot which was well known (as was Ephesus) for its bath and shopping 
facilities.  

Smyrna was one of the two cities which received no words of cor-
rection (rebuke) from the Lord Jesus Christ. The city of Smyrna was a 
place of great suffering for Christians, because they were persecuted by 
both the Romans and the Jews. Although the city was a place loyal to 
the Roman Empire, the Christian church (remnant of the masses) was 
strong and unwavering in proclamation of the Gospel truth without 
variation.631 The church at Smyrna realized the necessity for intentional 
and persistent personal consecration; which verifies the imperatives of 
constant: denial of self, focus, humble submission, and sincerity of de-
votion; for when any of the four wanes, all begin to diminish gradually 
leaving the individual unaware of the detriment and damage being 
caused to their personal spiritual relationship with God.632 It is never 
God’s faithfulness which can be brought into question; but rather one’s 
own!633 The church in Smyrna is an excellent example of the persever-
ance and steadfastness all true Christians should maintain for the sake 
of the spiritual relational reality, and proclamation of the Gospel.  

The Caesars (most) of Ancient Rome considered themselves to be 
gods; as they progressed in their arrogant ways, they began to insist 
upon the worship of their citizens. This worship of the Caesars became 
known as the “Caesar Cult,” for even the Jews began to follow this wor-
ship of men, in their avoidance of persecution and punishment for 
refusal. When Jesus our Lord had stated to … render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s (Matthew 
22:17-21), He was referring to the first fruits or taxes. The cowardice 

631 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
632 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11, specific attention vs. 1-3, 7-11.
633 cf. 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 10:1-13; Galatians 5:19-23; 2 Timothy 2:8-13.
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Jews utilized this phrase by the Lord to justify their worship of the 
Caesars, and persecuted the unwavering Christians for failure to do the 
same. Smyrna was a central city for the worship of Caesar as a god, ev-
eryone was closely scrutinized as to whether they would offer incense 
unto Caesar for worship. The Caesar Cult was prevalent, leading to 
willingness by the citizens of Smyrna to tell on those whom would not 
submit to the secular rules of proper worship unto Caesar. 

The Romans as well as the Jews (minus a remnant) in Smyrna knew 
that the Christians worshipped the one true God (the Jews were sup-
posed to be also), yet they felt that the Christians were acting 
inappropriately in their refusal to worship any other gods. Because the 
Romans were worshippers of many gods, everyone except the true 
Christians and a remnant of Jews, felt there was nothing wrong with 
worshipping the many (polytheism) rather than the One (monotheism). 
The Caesar Cult among the Jews held to the sin cycle which had been 
prevalent amongst the many (Israelites; minus a remnant) throughout 
their history. Whenever they (most; not all) came under the oppression 
of foreign rule, they took it upon themselves to worship as the inhab-
itants of the land worshipped. Many in the Israelite nation strayed from 
solely worshipping the Lord, whenever a true man of God was not 
present to lead them like children. The Caesar Cult maintained cow-
ardly worship of pagan gods, in a manner as had their ancestors so 
many times before. 

Many Christians were killed by the Romans in the first and second 
centuries, because they refused to worship the Caesars as gods. The 
Romans having many gods, felt anger regarding devotional Christians 
who refused to worship any of Rome’s pagan gods. The basis for the 
extreme anger demonstrated by the Romans was that they could not 
understand why the Christians could not worship their God and the 
gods of the Romans (including Caesar) at the same time. The common 
practice within Rome was to spread one’s worship between many gods; 
thereby they could not understand the refusal of the true Christians to 
consider a simple compromise of calling Caesar—Kurios (lord). The 
Romans considered the steadfastness of the Christians to worship only 
one God, to be an act of direct rebellion toward the ruling powers. The 
Romans felt that the Christians were holding to a sense of intentional 
stubbornness, so as to cause trouble and discord within the city, for rea-
sons of direct defiance against Caesar. The Jews were helping in the 
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persecution of the Christians, because they themselves were unwilling 
to suffer for the Gospel which was proclaimed by a man whom they 
considered to be only a teacher (Jesus). 

Unfortunately, many of the Jews in the city of Smyrna helped in the 
persecution of their own brothers and sisters, because they sought to 
save and/or protect their own lives (Revelation 2:9).634 The unwavering 
Christians in the city of Smyrna were true Christians indeed, for they: 
stayed strong in their proclamation of truth; stayed from false worship; 
held to a sincere unwavering devotion for the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Romans found reasons to persecute the Christians, just as the world 
finds reasons to persecute true devotional Christians today; although 
in modern times, actual Christians are criticized and persecuted because 
of the insidious teachings of the Christian religion, which is far aloof 
the reality of actual Christianity. The Romans made up false accusations 
against the Christians, to the point that everything that went wrong 
was the fault of a Christian. The hatred of Christians by the Romans 
became so terrible, that anyone who refused to deny Christ was severely 
persecuted and/or put to death; many times for the sport of the people 
(orthodox Jews included). 

COMMONALITY NOTES 

When sincerity of devotional love for the Lord has diminished, the 
next step in going astray is that of misguided focus; i.e. religious dis-
traction. From this comes individuals who believe they sare within a 
personal relationship with the Lord, although not; which brings perse-
cution upon those who are relational with the Lord, as the religious 
doctrines (doctrines of demons) of the former cause suffering and tribu-
lation toward those of sound doctrine (the latter), who realize the 
futility of religious precepts and philosophies which are apart from 
God’s masterful tutelage and leadership (Revelation 2:9, 10). This can 
be witnessed throughout the history of the church as by the disunity 
brought forth within the persecutions between different factions (de-
nominations and/or sects) of the Christian religion (un-Biblical 
ekklaysia); whereas spiritually edifying unity remains the prevalent fac-
tor amongst those who join together, with each and all having actual 
fellowship with God (Biblical ekklaysia) as by maintained devotion.635 

634 cf. Mark 8:34-38.
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It should be understood that “devotion” is love given with the whole 
heart and will (volition)! 
 

It was during the time designation regarding the message to the •
church at Smyrna that a specific form of distractive falsehood 
was pre-warned against regarding the Christian church. This 
reality is referenced by the statement—those who say they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan (v. 9); for this in 
reality makes emphasis of false teaching, which although 
claiming to be appropriate for believers in God, was completely 
insidious and destructive (Satan is the Great Deceiver). The 
statement by the Lord was a statement of warning that a 
congregation of Satan’s servants (synagogue of Satan) would be 
causing spiritual detriment and suffering within the church; this 
as warning to the inevitable necessity to be watchful and 
continually on guard, standing firm in preparation for the tests 
which would assuredly occur (v. 10).636 

When actual sincerity of devotion for the Lord our God ◦
wanes, the door is opened to once again return to religious: 
doctrines, precepts, philosophies, idealisms, ideologies, and 
traditions. Although there was no rebuke toward the 
remnant in Smyrna who remained devotionally obedient, 
the multitudes within the city were upon the path of once 
again returning to “religion” which was brought forth 
mostly by Judaism; due to its teachings regarding belief in 
the Messiah plus adherence to the Levitical and Mosaic 
Laws. The Levitical Law was but a tutor which pointed to 
the Messiah, when the necessity for faith within a personal 
spiritual relationship with God occurs, there is no further 
necessity for “religion” for the lesson of the tutorial was 
learned; yet with those who return to or trust in religion, 
the lesson of the tutorial was not learned, thus the door to 
religious delusive practices in accordance to Satan’s guile is 
opened by personal choice; this then leading to further 

635 cf. Galatians 1:1-10; Philippians 3:1-21.
636 cf. Ephesians 6:10-20; Colossians 2:1-23, specific vs. 16-23; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, specific 

v. 12.
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forms of derivational decline regarding spiritual matters, 
thus adherence and further captivity to the ways of fleshly 
and secular delusion (elemental things). 
More regarding the insidious guile of Satan as by this afore-◦
warned specific will be emphasized and explained within 
notes pertaining to the next three churches. 

 
The repeated sin cycle of corruptive compromise away from worship-
ping the Lord in spirit and in truth (i.e. the Way) has continued even 
to this day. We may not call it Caesar worship, yet isms regarding: pa-
triotism, nationalism, Calvinism, Lutheranism, Catholicism, etc.. in 
addition to various denominations, congregations, religious sects, and 
sects shrouded in mystery; yet remain ignorant of truth, thereby leading 
many astray from simplicity of devotion for the Lord our Creator.637 
Manipulation of Scripture out of context (adulterating), subtle decep-
tions placed between Biblical truths (manipulative religion), sermons 
focusing upon the desires of sensual and financial gains, sermon em-
phases solely upon God’s immense love yet negating His holiness and 
righteousness; these have and will continue to lead multitudes astray.638 
When we allow our focus to wander unto the things of the world, and 
believe that slight aspects of compromise will not cause harm within 
our spiritual relationship with God, we have fallen prey to the decep-
tions (wiles of Satan) which are intended to negate our ability for 
fellowship with God!639 Without God’s anointed teaching and masterful 
leadership; as by actual fellowship with Him; our potential for right-
eousness remains worldly endeavors of an earthy nature; thus 
foundational to the sinful nature (self; individuality)! 
 

Once an individual has left what should be their first love (i.e. •
sincere devotional love for Jesus; Lord and God), the potential 
arises that beyond doing the right thing for the wrong reasons, 
the individual will journey forth susceptible to compromise 
within their endeavors. This is the first step in being receptive 
to the corruption of false beliefs, such as believing oneself to be 

637 cf. Colossians 1:15-23.
638 2 Corinthians 4:1-18.
639 cf. 1 John 1:5-2:27.
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a child of God; although yet illegitimate!640 Care must always be 
forthcoming to maintain attentiveness as to the path of one’s 
endeavors; for the narrow path of God’s righteousness has no 
turns, for the direction is solely forward in accordance to God’s 
good, acceptable and perfect will; whereas the broad path of 
religious spiritual destruction has no specific direction and is 
thereby alterable!641  

The fact of religious alterable direction is proven by the ◦
lateral and backward direction of practiced traditions of 
human postulation and rote! Does this please God; is He 
fooled?642 

 
The prevalent reasons behind compromise (slavery or bondage) away 
from serving God properly have always been the same: lack of devotional 
love for the Lord our God; fear of death, cowardice, self-centeredness.643 
Too many within the church today are not willing to stand firm for (be 
immovable from) the ways of the Lord because they are afraid of of-
fending someone, and possibly coming under scrutiny or persecution; 
thus the cowardice of going with the status quo. The city of Smyrna was 
a city of close scrutiny, where true Christians were found guilty of fol-
lowing the one true God and persecuted for it. Many individual believers 
today are doing as the majority of believers did then; they seek to remain 
in their comfort zones, and do that which is acceptable by both the world 
and the multitudes which surround them.644 

It is an unfortunate fact that persecution remains even within the 
walls of Christian congregations today, falling upon those who hold to 
true worship without corruptibleness derived from spiritual ignorance 
and compromise with the world.645 It is a shame that those within our 
own faith who have no excuse, would continue to find reasons to hinder 
the truth which is proclaimed by the few totally loyal servants of the 
Lord (remnant), whom remain within the multitudes of Christianity.646 

640 cf. Matthew 7:13-27; Hebrews 12:1-11.
641 cf. Romans 8:1-39, specific vs. 18-30; 12:1-21, specific vs. 1, 2; Philippians 3:1-21; 

Proverbs 4:23-27.
642 cf. Isaiah 29:1-24, specific vs. 13-16; Ezekiel 8:1-18.
643 cf. Matthew 22:36-40; Hebrews 2:10-18; Philippians 2:1-11; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 

1 John 4:7-21. 
644 cf. 1 Timothy 6:1-21.
645 cf. John 4:20-24; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
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It is also a shame that lukewarm believers are willing to criticize the 
truth proclaimed by the few (remnant of the remnant), who remain 
within the scrutiny as we realize the imperative of truth to be the only 
means by which freedom from bondage is achieved! Being “made” free 
from all the delusive behavior of religion, the flesh, and the ways of the 
world; is a work of God, which is a blessing upon the devotionally loyal 
and obedient; those who do not follow and obey the Lord will never 
receive this blessing!647 Failing to heed warning and thereby remaining 
deceived, multitudes maintain their unwillingness to listen and make 
appropriate changes according to Biblical truth.648 This is generally be-
cause most have failed to realize who they are in Christ (if actually in 
Christ); due mostly because of a severe lack of devotional love for God, 
which always follows refusal to deny “self” so as to actually follow the 
righteous leadership of the Lord! In current times as with times of an-
tiquity, when a believer’s love for God has waned, the next step is 
compromise with the surrounding multitudes; this is what occurred in 
Smyrna amongst all but the remnant.  
 

This continues to an extreme extent even to this day; evidenced •
by religious zeal, accompanied by spiritual: immaturity, 
insecurity, and detriment. 

 
To truly place devotion upon the Lord first and foremost (first love), 
never occurs without denial of “self”; as “self” is the primary basis of 
fleshly insecurities and superficiality!  

What had happened during the prophesy concerning—Ephesus, was 
that the progeny of former believers were not serving Jesus from a foun-
dation of devotion as had their progenitors; but rather were serving 
from a foundation of personal motive aloof devotional loyalty, which 
when intact is nurtured and led by the Lord. True abiding in the Word 
and proclamation of Gospel truth is completely aloof all enticement 
and influence foundational to the flesh; as to be led spiritually by the 
Lord an individual must be devotionally willing to deny “self” and the 
instigations there from. As simple as it gets—without the reality of denial 

646 cf. Romans 9:1-33; 2 Timothy 2:1-26; 3:10-17.
647 John 8:31-47.
648 cf. Revelation 12:9; Matthew 13:18-23; John 17:1-26; 1 John 5:1-21.
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of “self” foundational to devotional love for the Lord first and foremost 
(first love), there is no actual willingness (volition) to humbly and sub-
missively follow the Lord; as the Lord cannot lead those who refuse to 
follow (in reality), because they are being obedient to their flesh (reli-
giously; carnal motives), the righteousness of God cannot be manifested 
and fulfilled; without the manifest righteousness of God, the Lord can-
not divinely work through the individual unto spiritual fruition in 
others; thus, individuals go forth making proclamations without the 
Lord’s masterful leadership and divine preparation unto those being 
reached; therefore, individuals cannot be prepared and taught by God 
for the spiritual relational reality to occur!649 Attempting to reach others 
without the masterful leadership and work of the Lord is detrimental 
to everyone involved; which is what occurs when devotional denial of 
“self” does not occur, leading to compromise from the foundation of 
truth which is the Lord! As denial of “self” is the primary step forward 
so as to maturely walk by faith (spiritually) and not by sight (in the 
flesh); without this imperative occurring, individuals continue to crawl 
as spiritual infants, which leaves them open to further “religious” delu-
sive behavior, void of actual knowledge of the Biblical truth which is 
received solely from the Lord!650 This is what was becoming pro-
nounced during the time period of “Smyrna,” with the exception of the 
remnant; proven by the tribulation the remnant was forced to endure 
(vs. 9-11). 

If we as individual believers were scrutinized as the Christians (rem-
nant) were in Smyrna, and put on trial for our faith, would there be 
enough evidence to convict us as Christians? If then, when we were 
found guilty we were threatened with death, would we accept that death 
graciously for Christ, or would we deny Him as many have in the past 
(and currently) for the purpose of self-preservation. Much of the prob-
lem lies within the looseness of the word—“Christian,” as it has been 
utilized throughout church history. The remnant in Smyrna was in-
deed—“Christ-like” (Christian); yet the many were not. It was to the 
remnant that Jesus had no words of rebuke! 

649 respectively—Matthew 22:36-40; 16:21-28; Romans 8 1-17, emphasis vs. 5-14; 2 
Corinthians 5:14-21; John 6:44-65.

650 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Hebrews 5:11-6:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10; 
2 Timothy 2:24-3:7; 2 Peter 1:2-11; James 1:19-25.
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NOTE OF INTEREST REGARDING MYRRH 

Myrrh is: 
 

An aromatic resin used in anointing oil, perfume, as a •
deodorizer and embalmer. 
A resin from the leaves of the sweetgum plant (Balsamodendron •
myrrha), utilized to treat diseases in ancient times. 
Smyrna and Myrrh are different names for the same gummy •
resin substance, for which the ancient city of Ionia was named 
(Smyrna). 
Incense utilized along with frankincense, for the purpose of •
raising a sweet aroma when burned. This incense was burned in 
Smyrna to show worship to Caesar as a god. 
A form of payment. It was sweet smelling and used to improve •
the smell of a person’s body and cloths. 
A numbing agent (anodyne) when mixed with vinegar. This •
substance was refused by our Lord at the time of His 
crucifixion, for He chose to accept the full painful bitterness of 
the cup given Him by the Father.651 Praise Jesus for such 
abounding lovingkindness; for He accepted the full “pain” of 
our sinfulness, that we may enjoy comfort from the pain which 
is of the world (sanctification is God’s work to set apart from the 
world; make holy)! 
A bitter substance when tasted. It is this bitterness relating to •
myrrh in association with Smyrna, which illustrates the bitter 
persecution which was suffered by the uncompromising 
Christians there. The sweet fragrance of the plant when crushed 
was associated with the sweetness of the Smyrna Christian’s 
faith (the remnant) when they were crushed in persecution. 

The Church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) 

COMMENDATION 

When Jesus utilized the word “know” in addressing the church at 
Smyrna, He did so with the impact of realism, for He lived the essence 
of realistic truth. 

651 cf. Mark 15:23; John 18:10, 11.
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Jesus in using the word “know,” was speaking in the deepest most 
sympathetic, understanding manner. Jesus lived a life of poverty so that 
His followers may live a life of richness (spiritually); he also lived a life 
of constant unrest and suffering.652 When Jesus told the church at 
Smyrna that He knew their tribulation and suffering, He was speaking 
from experience and thus could comfort them with the knowledge that 
He fully understood their predicament. The statements of Jesus there-
fore rendered words of strength and guidance; yet only for those who 
had within devotional diligent discipline journeyed forward beyond 
complacent laziness within delusive religiosity!653 By the poverty, suf-
fering and tribulations suffered by the Lord Jesus Christ, we as believers 
in Him (with insistent disciplined diligence) are spiritually strong and 
rich in faith! 

THE TERM TEN DAYS 

The ten days symbolic of God’s plan to correct the problem and •
strengthen the believers who walk by faith.654 In this instance, a 
test was put forth against those who held an uncompromising 
faith in the Lord, whom upon the completion of the ten day 
test, were found to be stronger than prior to the test’s 
beginning. 

 
In the Lord utilizing this warning to persevere for ten days (even unto 
death) (v. 10), He emphasized with certainty that “testing trials” would 
be allowed pertinent to believers, demonstrating the fact that our faith 
would survive even the greatest tribulations, if and when appropriate 
focus and devotion is maintained. With the believers being familiar with 
the tests of past prophets, they must have understood that although 
some would die, the faith (spiritual soundness) of those remaining would 
endure and be stronger than prior. As the Lord Himself learned by 
those things which He suffered, it is a shame that far too many arrogant 
believers are not willing to suffer so as to learn the importance of a 
“tested faith!”655 

 

652 cf. Matthew 8:18-22; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15.
653 cf. Philippians 3:1-14.
654 cf. Jeremiah 42:1-22; Daniel 1:1-21, specifics vs. 8-20.
655 cf. Luke 8:4-21; John 15:18-16:6; emphasis vs. 18-22; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23.
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It should always be remembered—the Lord allows believers to •
be tested for the purpose of tempering and nurturing the 
believer’s faith and trust; not in oneself, but rather fully in the 
Lord; this then bringing forth the fruit of God’s righteousness, 
as He is allowed to both will and work for His own good 
pleasure and purpose. The tests become more difficult as a 
believer endeavors forth for the purpose of increased 
servanthood unto the Lord; for progressive forthright focus and 
appropriate gratitude unto the Lord are necessary for the 
efficient training and endurance of the Lord’s soldiers 
(devotional servants)!656 

It is an unfortunate fact, but the multitudes of believers ◦
become fearful and distraught when trials are presented. 
Failing to be appreciative unto the Lord for allowing the 
trials, and failing to realize the purpose for which tests are 
allowed, weak and effeminate believers cringe, fawn, and 
attempt to flee the trial; which is the specific reason that the 
weak faith of multitudes remains frail year after year, 
generally for the entirety of their corporeal existence. 
Spiritual purpose will never be discovered if aloof the reality 
of God; for continuation within the cowardice of carnal 
religiosity aloof the spiritual reality, causes negation to the 
possibilities and potential which are found within the 
spiritual relational reality, within which all things work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose!657  
Although many tests (and trials) allowed by the Lord are ◦
harsh, causing concern and sometimes bewilderment, true 
servants of the Lord render thanksgiving with 
understanding as to the purpose of the trials ( or tests); this 
then stifling the bewilderment as the Lord blesses the 
appropriate response by the believer (Christian).658 This 
leads to an increased stature of immovability, and a 
strengthened forward movement unto the Lord’s upward 

656 cf. 2 Timothy 2:1-26, specific vs. 3-10; James 1:2-18.
657 cf. Romans 8:20-39.
658 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.
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call.659 It is due to the fact that only remnants of believers 
(Christians; those who are Christ-like) achieve 
temperament of servanthood, that the harvest is plentiful 
and the workers remain few; for while multitudes flee tests 
and trials, the remnant makes supplication unto the Lord 
for discernment (what is to be learned by the test or trial), 
and then receiving the ability to appraise the reality (a 
blessing from God), move forward with increased spiritual 
vigor and vitality (within knowledge) unto the next test 
and/or trial.660 
An astonishing means by which to receive successful victory ◦
in times of persecution, suffering and tribulation, remains 
the rendering of thanksgiving unto the Lord!661 While 
multitudes whine and seek to flee circumstances of 
harshness, as they seek primarily the comfort of their flesh 
as by myopia; the fact remains that this occurs due to the 
many that are mastered by their own sinful nature! Servants 
of the Lord realize instead, that our existence upon this 
earth is not about us, but rather entirely about the Lord and 
fulfillment of His good, acceptable and perfect will; thus the 
servants (remnant) remain assiduous in praising and 
thanking God for righteous transition through the troubling 
times, while the multitudes seek only to evade and/or flee 
within the seeking of comfort!662 
Rebuke—NONE ◦

Pergamum (Revelation 2:12-17) 
Pergamos (Pergamum) was a wealthy ancient acropolis in the district 
of Mysia in Asia Minor. Pergamos was: a city located by the river Caicus, 
approximately 20 miles from Smyrna; quite industrious as the primary 
provider of parchment (Greek = pergamene); the location for the temple 
of Athena and the altar of Zeus; the seat for a Roman procurator with 
the authority of death; and a center of knowledge as it had a library 
with some 200,000 books (probably made of parchment). 

659 cf. Philippians 3:1-21, specific vs. 12-14.
660 cf. Romans 5:1-5; 8:1-39; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
661 cf. example—Acts 16:22-30.
662 cf. Romans 12:1-3.
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Pergamos means citadel or parchment. The city was rightfully named 
“parchment,” because the city of Pergamos was renowned for being the 
first to invent the technology of parchment (the skin of sheep, goats, 
lambs, or calves which was specially prepared for the purpose of being 
written upon).663 The city of Pergamos, supposedly because of a severe 
shortage of papyrus (a reed, which when pressed together formed 
sheets), in the year 200 B.C. was forced to invent parchment (vellum), 
so as to be able to have the material needed to document ideas, drawings 
and writings. They invented the technique of a specially treated animal 
skin which was stretched to the point that it was translucent. The city 
was the primary supplier of the material, thus the city’s largest export 
product must have been supplying parchment to the known world. From 
this substance the city gained its name. 

The inventing of parchment in Pergamos made it possible for many 
of the ancient world’s writings to be preserved. The parchment was 
bonded one piece to another, which allowed rather large rolls of the 
substance to be utilized for the collected writings of many authors to 
be combined together in a single scroll. Some of these scrolls are: 
 

The Dead Sea Scrolls. •
The scroll of Isaiah, which was 2,312 feet long. •
The Temple scroll, which was 2,812 feet long. •

 
Another way, in which the parchment was utilized, was that it was 

folded and placed into bindings, which allowed the material to be 
written upon on both sides, making it easier to be maintained and read; 
for there was no longer a need to unroll the scroll. This technology be-
came known as parchment codices or parchment books.  

Pergamos was the center of worship for Caesar; Zeus, Athena, and 
other fertility deities of the Romans. It was a city focused around pagan 
worship and drew individuals from miles around for the pagan worship 
festivals which took place. With the city being deeply rooted in pagan-
ism, it was a city without morals, except for the sincere God fearing 
Christians whom dwelled there. The city was the center for the pagan 
gods brought from Babylon by the Babylonian priests in the year 539 
B.C., of which three of the primary gods were: Marduk (Bel), Nebo 

663 cf. 2 Timothy 4:13.
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(Nabu = the son of Bel), and Asklepios (Asclepius) (the serpent god of 
healing).664  
 

The symbol of Asclepius (Caduceus)—a symbol utilized for the •
medical profession, can yet be seen throughout the world, i.e. 
hospitals, ambulance, rescue vehicles. 

 
Other pagan gods brought from Babylon to Pergamos were: Shamash 
(the sun god), Sin (the moon god), Ishtar (goddess of the morning and 
evening star; queen of the heavens; goddess of fertility and love; Astarte 
/ Ashtaroth (Greek = Aphrodite; Roman = Venus), Hadad (Adad = god 
of storms), Ninurta (god of war and hunting). 

Pergamos was a very busy city, where in the hills beside the city were 
found pagan altars which were utilized twenty-four hours a day. The 
city must have had many quarters for visitation (inns), as individuals 
would come to worship the many pagan gods (including Caesar) of the 
Romans. The city was booming (virtually overrun) with evil influence 
and the wickedness which was drawn hither; therefore it was referred 
to by many as the “throne of Satan.” Pergamos was the original site for 
the temple of the Caesar cult. Having a huge series of structures settled 
into the hills, the city must have been a sight to see (as far as structural 
engineering is concerned). 
 
Throne of Satan—Due to the multitudes of pagan worshipers who 
journeyed to Pergamos, and the fact of corrupt government which was 
present in the city, many commentators and expositors deem this the 
reason for the rendered emphasis “Satan’s throne” (v. 13); yet the reality 
of the truth, and the dangers of corruption go much deeper! 

Babylon had been considered the origin point of many false religious 
practices; which began with the building of the tower of Babel (Babel—
being another name for Babylon).665 A primary false religious system 
which came from Babylon, was the secret religious rites of the 
“Babylonian Mysteries” which was initiated and instituted by Nimrod’s 
wife—Semiramis, from which came worship of: Baals, Ishtar (the 
Babylonian queen of heaven), and Tammuz (of which worship of the 

664 cf. Jeremiah 50:1-3; 51:44-49; Isaiah 46:1-13.
665 cf. Genesis chapters 10, 11; specific to Nimrod—10:8-11; specific to Babel—11:1-9.
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Baals is associated); this occurring at the approximate time of Nimrod’s 
founding of Nineveh (Genesis10:8-12). All such worship is adamantly 
condemned in the Gospel; and rightfully so, for it had and yet continues 
to lead multitudes astray from appropriate worship of the one true God; 
for compromise away from truth, brings forth the consequences of being 
deceived!666 

When the religious practices of Babylon were discouraged after 
Babylon was conquered by the Medo-Persian Empire in 539 B.C., the 
cultic priests of the Babylonian Mysteries religion moved to Pergamum; 
where they continued their pagan worship practices clandestinely. When 
the Medo-Persian Empire was conquered by the Greeks during the 
Inter-testament Period, the clandestine activities of the Babylonian 
Mysteries religion continued; for the practice was adamantly con-
demned during Greek reign, inasmuch as the primary object of worship 
was female (Babylonian Mysteries; “Ishtar”—queen of heaven), whereas 
the superior gods of Greek mythology were male. “ 

When the Way (actual Christianity) came about with the spoken 
ministry of Christ who was born of a virgin, the Babylonian religion 
arose again from its covert activities; for the foundational basis of the 
Babylonian religion was that Semiramis (Nimrod’s wife) had conceived 
Tammuz as by miraculous conception, this as a mimic of the prophesy 
regarding the seed.667 As Jesus was actually born of miraculous concep-
tion, the priesthood of the Babylonian Mystery Rites Religion perceived 
to make a union with the new supposed religion (supposed religion ex-
planation follows) as a means of arising once again from clandestine 
practice as by the association between the deception of the centuries 
old pagan religion and the reality of truth which was realized in the 
coming of the Messiah. 

When it is understood that “religion” is a primary means by which 
Satan deceives the whole world (minus a remnant), and that the best 
way to hide a lie is by associating it with truth; it can be easily under-
stood why the servants of Satan were sent forth from his (Satan’s) throne 
to proclaim the deceptive practices as having association with the truth; 
although not! The reality of this truth can be evidenced within the fact 

666 cf. Deuteronomy 4:1-40, cf. Numbers 25:1-13; Judges 2:8-16; 3:1-14; Jeremiah 7:1-27, spe-
cific 18-24; 44:1-30, specific 15-30; Ezekiel 8:1-18; Revelation 17:1-18.

667 cf. Genesis 3:15.
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that the Babylonian priesthood wore crowns in the shape of a fish head, 
which bore the words—“Keeper of the Bridge”; which symbolized the 
bridge between man and Satan. When this slogan was adopted by the 
Roman emperors, the Latin title utilized for the adoption was “Pontifex 
Maximus,” which holds the meaning “Major Keeper of the Bridge.” The 
priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries religion then adopted the word 
“Pontiff,” which comes from “Pontifex”; having continued to utilize 
this title for its leadership even to this day (Pope; Pontiff). Within the 
reality of this evidence, we can understand that the reference to 
Pergamos being the place of “Satan’s throne,” makes direct emphasis 
upon the fact that Pergamos was the place from which the Way (actual 
Christianity) was corrupted by the deceptions of Satan; for it was at 
Pergamos that the servants of Satan came forth to instigate corruptive 
compromise from the purity of Christianity (the Way), so as to lead 
multitudes astray of the truth which would have allowed freedom from 
the wiles of the devil!668  

In the same fashion as Greek mythology maintained supremacy of 
the male gender gods over the female gender goddesses, so also did the 
Romans within their mythology. Because a primary religious deity of 
the Babylonian Mysteries religion was of a female gender (Ishtar), and 
this would yet continue to bring forth scrutiny and potential persecu-
tion, the Babylonian Mysteries priesthood yet practiced clandestinely; 
until Christianity was fairly established, which had a woman of notice 
(Mary), who could then be substituted into the religion in a corruptive 
and coercive way (in the stead of Ishtar). It is for this reason that the 
instigation began in the second century A.D., was tolerated by the third 
century A.D., and forcibly instituted in the fourth century A.D. 
 

It should be remembered from this point forward; any •
alterations from the truth results in a deception; religious or 
otherwise! 
Further explanation as to the forcefulness of the •
aforementioned instigated compromise will be forthcoming; 
within explanation regarding the churches at Thyatira and 
Sardis. 

 

668 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4, 12-15.
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Supposed religion explanation—The Way (actual Christianity) is not 
a religion; rather it is a spiritual relational reality foundational to faith 
in Christ (Jesus)! The religion (tutor) which was designated by God was 
the Levitical Law; which held great purpose as it pointed directly to 
Christ, while emphasizing the preciseness of God.669 With the coming 
of Jesus (Christ; Messiah), and the reality of truth which was evinced 
in His spoken ministry upon the earth; the imperative became one of—
“faith,” as during the time period of the Law this imperative had not 
yet been revealed (Galatians 3:23, 24)!  

With the coming of the Messiah, a great distinction occurred inas-
much as “religion” no longer held purpose, if the lesson rendered by the 
tutor (Law) was understood. With the coming of the Lord upon the 
earth and the fabulous atoning work which He performed completed, 
the curtain leading into the holy of holies was torn from top to bottom; 
opening “the way” for individuals to come directly into the presence of 
God so as to have a personal intimate relationship and fellowship with 
Him; without the necessity of either religion or a human priesthood.670 
Because emotional response is a means of powerful leadership within 
human beings in accordance to the sinful nature, the emotional responses 
which are brought forth by physical realm “religion” is easily accepted; 
although relevance of emotions have no bearing within the actual rela-
tionship between individuals and God, for the imperative of the spiritual 
relationship is—“FAITH”! Actual Christianity is a faith-based personal 
relationship between individuals and God (spiritual relational reality); 
this being the great distinction which came about with the ascension of 
Jesus, which eradicated all necessity for “religion” as being of necessity; 
for “Christianity is all about the Lord Jesus (God), as he is—the way, 
and the truth, and the life (John 14:6, 7)! 

The servants of Satan (priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries re-
ligion) were quite aware of the power of the sinful nature, and utilized 
the power of the nature in conjunction with the insidious nature of re-
ligion (aloof the actual purpose of religion as designated by God) to 
cause corruptive compromise within the lives of multitudes, away from 
the purity of the relationship. Within this, the “Christian religion” came 
into existence; continuing effectively even to this day in leading multi-

669 cf. Galatians 2:1-4:11; emphasis—3:10-29.
670 cf. Matthew 27:47-54; Hebrews 5:1-10:39.
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tudes astray from the purity (glory of Christ) of the “faith” based rela-
tionship God seeks to have with those created in His image (spiritually)! 
Christianity is a spiritual matter; whereas the Christian religion is a pa-
thetic physical realm emulation, which is void of the essence of God’s 
presence (truth) within; for it remains a physical realm ritualistic religion 
which entices the emotions of the flesh!671 

 
Further explanation of the Lord being external of the Christian •
religion is forthcoming regarding the—church at Laodicea. 

 
Although the many pagan religions present at Pergamos caused poten-
tial harm as by the intentional compromise which individuals as well as 
groups chose involvement within, the Christian religion within insidious 
attachment to actual Christianity caused harm as by furtive coercive 
compromise; which was not easily recognizable by those who were void 
of appropriate focus upon the Lord. When focus upon the Lord is not 
maintained with devotional adamancy when in the vicinity of corrup-
tion, then aspects of compromise away from sound doctrine and worship 
of God in spirit and in truth becomes optional within one’s way of re-
ligious thinking; this virtually eliminating the individual’s appropriate 
diligence to test all things according to the sound doctrine which is the 
Gospel alone!672 

The Church at Pergamum (Revelation 2:12-17) 

COMMENDATION 

The Lord made the commendation to the church remnant at Pergamos 
that He knew that they lived in the center of pagan deception (Satan’s 
throne), yet would not deny their faith. Jesus accredited (for appropriate 
righteous behavior) the unwavering believers in Pergamos for their 
perseverance in holding to the truth, for persecution even unto death 
was prevalent within the vile city. 

The Lord mentioned that the believers remained faithful even at 
the death of Antipas, a martyred leader. It was at the time of Antipas’ 

671 cf. John 14:15-17; 15:26, 27; 16:7-15; Romans 8:5-14.
672 cf. John 4:19-24; 1 John 4:1-6; 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Jude 1:8-23; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-58.
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death, that the persecution was at its peak (this is assumed as the Lord 
mentioned it for a reason), yet the true believers whom refused to com-
promise, remained faithful to the Lord even unto death. The sincere 
faith and perseverance of the remnant, was that for which the Lord was 
giving commendation; there is never commendation from the Lord for 
undisciplined cold or lukewarm Christianity! 

REBUKE 

The church at Pergamos began to listen to the Romans and pagan re-
ligious leadership, thereby taking it upon themselves to allow 
corruption in worship of the one true God; as by compromise within 
false teaching (heresy) and false worship practices (apostasy). The 
Romans and many Jews reasoned that there was nothing wrong with 
slight compromise in serving other gods (teaching of the Nicolaitans), 
therefore those who refused to compromise were persecuted and many 
times killed. Many within the church at Pergamos continued in their 
corruptive compromise, effectually (one’s choice) to escape persecution 
for the sake of the Gospel.  
 

Multitudes throughout church history have maintained •
involvement in religious compromise volitionally and effectually 
for the same reasons even to this day! While multitudes of 
professing believers seek to evade persecution and suffering, 
while also being overly concerned as to what others may think 
or feel; the remnant of true Christians understand that our 
calling is unto persecution, tribulation and suffering; for the 
truth must be proclaimed without compromise, variation or 
excuse; for we are devoted to the Lord, not “self” or others who 
compromise!673 

 
Jesus held against the church at Pergamos, the fact that many of them 
continually compromised the true basis of their faith by adherence to 
the teachings of Balaam and the Nicolaitans (Revelation 2:14, 15). 
Balaam was a prophet (soothsayer) whom was the epitome of intentional 
compromise, as he sold his spiritual talents to obtain personal gains.674 

673 cf. Matthew 11:11-19; Romans 8:1-39, specific vs. 14-25; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 
Philippians 1:21-30; 2 Timothy 3:1-17.
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Balaam maintained no moral stature, as he would bless or curse a people 
or civilization for financial gain; himself compromising within inappro-
priate worship (Baal of Peor).675 

The Nicolaitans were a heretical group among the early church that 
taught compromise as had Balaam. They taught that it was acceptable 
for the believers to hold to their faith in God, while engaging in open 
sexual relations (orgies and fornication). The Nicolaitans also taught 
that it was acceptable for the believers to engage in pagan feasts of eating 
the food offered to false idols; teaching also subtle compromises from 
the strict rules of the Christian faith, as by the insidious nature of other 
pagan religious beliefs. The basic premise of Nicolaitan corruptive in-
struction was that inflection was acceptable, considerate upon one’s 
adherence to any form of belief in God; even though minute (purport). 

Just as the Lord God had forbidden the Israelites to mingle and have 
sexual relations with the inhabitants of the lands in which they so-
journed, yet out of rebellious actions the Israelites continually fell prey 
to sin by their disobedience; so it was again in the city of Pergamum. 
The Lord is not pleased with compromise to worship any false deities, 
nor have sexual relations with persons outside of the faith and the con-
fines of covenantal marriage (endeavored within vows).676 The Lord 
knew that believers would (and will yet) be drawn further into the pagan 
practices of surrounding cultures and religions, if they do not maintain 
complete separateness as by appropriate persistent devotional focus!677  
 

Please understand—subtle compromise generally breeds •
(produces) increased compromise! Separate (adj.) - To set 
asunder; disunite or disjoin; sever.678 
A primary key basis by which the multitudes have gone astray of •
appropriate (in depth) reverence and worship of the one true 
God, is failure to abide both in the Lord and the Gospel; thus 
the compromise of superficiality keeps individuals aloof of the 
intimacy necessary to abound spiritually!679 

674 cf. 2 Peter 2:1-22, specific vs. 12-16; Numbers 22:1-24:25.
675 cf. Numbers 25:1-5; 31:13-20, specific v. 16.
676 cf. Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 7:1-6; 12:32-13:5; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20. 
677 cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Hebrews 12:1-11.
678 Funk & Wagnalls Standard Desk Dictionary, Volume 2, Funk & Wagnalls, INC., 

New York, 1975.
679 cf. John 8:31-47; 15:4-27.
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There is only one true God and Savior; besides Him there is no other!680 
The believers in the city of Pergamos could not see this fact through the 
spiritual blindness caused by setting their minds on the flesh by their de-
sires to avoid persecution. Unfortunately, this problem remains prevalent 
within the church today, as believers compromise without concern of 
the spiritual consequences! This compromise comes from failing to iden-
tify oneself fully with Christ (steadfast Christianity), but rather identifying 
with one’s “self” (primarily) and other men and women; leading to a 
fleshly walk within the Christian religion, as individuals are yet held cap-
tive to carnality because the divine work of God has not been accepted, 
allowed, or has been denied or rejected! Just as many Jews continually 
worshipped pagan fertility gods and goddesses (in times of antiquity), as 
sex was an integral part of the false worship; so also do many believers 
engage in practices which involve sexual relations external of the covenant 
relationship of marriage; for the flesh entices powerfully to sin. 
 

Please understand; human insecurities which would lead us to •
seek fellowship with other humans as precedent, is derived 
from failure to realize who we are within an intimate personal 
relationship with the Lord. When unity with the Lord is 
forthcoming derived from actual sincere devotion for Him, 
human insecurities are diminished to the point of nonexistence; 
as God’s fruits displace the deeds of our flesh! When the 
strength of a secure relationship with God is forthcoming: 
potential to edify others, ability to stay from insidious religion, 
fellowship with others without fear of compromise, coming to 
abounding knowledge of Gospel truth; becomes a reality, thus 
actual purpose of one’s being created becomes not only evident 
but also fulfilled (thereby security within actual knowledge of 
the truth)!681 

Please remember, the truth (living and active nature) of the ◦
Gospel is rendered to individuals by the Lord personally, 
through implantation of it; thus the ability to actually come 
to knowledge of the truth is enabled only within an 
intimate personal relationship (fellowship) with God! This 

680 cf. Deuteronomy 4:35-39; Isaiah 45:5-7, 21-25.
681 cf. Colossians 1:15-23.
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is unfortunately not available to those who live for the flesh 
with but a concept of spirituality; for a life lived spiritually 
walking by faith, trusting God in every way, is a life within 
which God’s divine work is welcomed, accepted, sought, 
and obeyed! 

Balaam and the Nicolaitans Further Explained 
Balaam was not a true Scriptural prophet, but rather a soothsayer. 
Balaam utilized his talents of divination for the purpose of personal 
gain, by his either cursing or blessing a group or civilization in accor-
dance to the request rendered by the paying party. 

Balaam was no stranger to workings of a supernatural nature, which 
is made evident by the way he showed no concern when the donkey 
talked to him while on the path through the vineyards when accompa-
nied by the men of King Balak from Moab. Although Balaam was 
accustomed to doing exactly as he was told in accordance to the payment 
rendered him, in this case with the king of Moab, Balaam followed the 
Lord in blessing the Hebrews; yet what was the extent necessary for 
Balaam to awaken from his slumber or selfishness!682  

The basic errors of Balaam were that he would compromise with 
the deities of any civilization, and would teach others that idol worship 
or the worship of pagan gods was of no bad consequence to one’s faith 
in the one true God. Balaam obviously knew of the Lord God and feared 
Him, for he sought to save his life when confronted by the angel in the 
vineyards. Balaam never truly turned from his ways of spiritual com-
promise, because he served money (mammon); not God!683 Would 
Balaam have continued by personal intention, had there not been po-
tential for personal harm or loss? How many believers yet remain in 
compromise even to this very day, with little or no concern for the con-
sequences to others or to personal spiritual wellbeing; but rather 
concern only for their “self,” for the very same reasons?684 

The error of Balaam was that he felt the Lord should curse the 
Israelites because he said so; thus Balaam believed that God was alterable 
from His absolute holiness and righteousness! How many throughout 

682 cf. Numbers 22:21-38.
683 cf. Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 16:8-13.
684 cf. Titus 1:10-16; Jude 1:3-16.
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history have believed the same regarding the Lord, with no consideration 
as to the reality of God within their faulty beliefs? Balaam was accustomed 
to being able to call upon evil spirits to either bless or curse as he directed, 
so as to earn the money he was being paid. How many yet within the 
church (Body of Christ) feel God should change to suit the times, or 
alter His perfect plan so as to appease?685 How many within the Body of 
Christ think that because someone said “the Lord says,” that God should 
change the Biblical standards to suit their attempts at manipulation; and 
this due the sensuality of the flesh?686 Many such things as these foolishly 
continue with compromising believers then wondering why spiritual de-
jection occurs! Much better, let us seek first His: kingdom, righteousness, 
and good, acceptable and perfect will; thereby receiving growth and joy 
during our journey toward His upward call in Christ Jesus, within the 
“reality” of the spiritual relationship which saves us!687 

Balaam was very much in error when he thought that the Lord God 
would do as he said, just because he said so. Balaam learned the error 
of his ways, for he did exactly as the Lord commanded—blessing the 
people of Israel although he was paid to curse them. Balaam went further 
to proclaim: prophesies of the coming Messiah, the captivity of Israel 
in Assyria, and the affliction of the Kittimites.688 Balaam was responsible 
for making illustration to King Balak of how to cause the Israelites to 
sin, leading them to desire Moabite woman and worship Baal of Peor.689 
This demonstrates how quickly we will return to our sinful ways, once 
righteous focus and reverence unto the Lord has been rejected! The 
spiritual battles we face must be devotionally fought each moment of 
each day, lest our devotion diminishes and we return to living for the 
flesh; which is exactly what our sinful nature and demonic forces desire 
to happen! Please remember—our sinful nature desires to control us 
constantly; this with the addition of demonic influence regarding the 
matter, leads to spiritual battles which can never be fought or won when 
the reality of God is denied or rejected! 

 Balaam sought gain by any means available, whether by divination, 
the attempted justification of unsound doctrine, or teaching open wor-

685 cf. Numbers 23:18-24; 1 Samuel 15:24-31; 2 Peter 2:4-22; emphasis vs. 12-22.
686 cf. Hebrews 13:1-14; 2 Timothy 3:1-4:8.
687 cf. Philippians 3:1-21.
688 cf. Numbers 23:1-24:25.
689 cf. Numbers 25:1-9.
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ship of false gods. The way of Balaam was personal gain as by the fruits 
of unrighteousness. The way of Balaam was to sell his prophetic 
(soothsaying or magical) gifts for money. He had absolutely no spiri-
tual morals beyond what could be purchased; with the exception of 
God’s having utilized him within specifics. Another way of Balaam 
was that any lifestyle was acceptable if one could explain their actions 
by intellectual prowess (excuses). Does this sort of intellectualizing 
occur within the church today; thus—I will believe and do whatever 
I so choose? 
 
NOTE: Extreme care must be taken that carnal doctrinal compromise 
has no beginnings in our walk for Christ. Once carnal doctrinal com-
promise has begun, further captivity to compromise becomes the end 
result, unless repentance (turning back to God; being transformed by 
the renewing of our minds) in accordance to sincere devotion takes 
place!690 Please remember—compromise can happen to anyone at any 
time; this tending to occur more effectively when following the secular 
and fleshly capriciousness of others!691 

Although not much is historically known about the Nicolaitans, I 
know they assumed any and all types of worship / behavior were ac-
ceptable, providing the one true God had some minuscule place in 
one’s life. This is a trait which I yet witness frequently in the lives of 
many believers, as far too many: refuse to grasp the necessity of God’s 
grace, instead taking it for granted; have divided devotions (double-
mindedness); yet serve idols (including “self”).692 Please 
remember—holding as precedent anyone or anything more than the 
Lord our God, including oneself, is idolatry (harlotry)! Inappropriately 
accepted and justified religious doctrine is but secular and demonic; 
dare to be different from the multitudes and thus separate unto the 
Lord, for the multitudes foolishly turn to and fro upon the broad path 
of spiritual detriment and destruction, whereas upon the narrow path 
of spiritual success our focus is directly ahead upon the Lord our 
King!693 The way of success: SINCERE DEVOTIONAL LOVE FOR 

690 cf. Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-3; 2 Corinthians 10:5-18.
691 cf. Galatians 2:11-21; 2 Peter 3:10-18; 2 Timothy 2:20-3:5; 1 Corinthians 10:1-33, 

specific emphasis v. 12.
692 cf. Colossians 3:1-11, examine v. 5.
693 cf. Proverbs 4:20-27; 1 John 2:3-29; James 4:1-10; 1 Timothy 4:1-16; 2 Corinthians 10:1-
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GOD FIRST AND FOREMOST, HUMBLE SUBMISSION TO 
FOLLOW HIM, AND SUBJECTION TO HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS! 

WHITE STONE 

White stones had several meanings in ancient times. During trials, the 
jurors were given one white and one black stone to vote in regard to 
their personal verdict. When the individual was found guilty, the black 
stone was presented; upon an innocent verdict, the white stone was pre-
sented. 

When the stones (black and white) were utilized in ancient times, 
the white stone remained a sign of innocence and purity. This same 
type of verdict indication has continued to present day, as a person or 
situation is either voted in (white ball), or voted out (black ball). Even 
though the stones may have been changed for other substances, the 
basis of guilt / innocence; acceptance / rejection remains the same in 
regard to voting or verdict. 

Another use for the white stone in ancient times was to indicate the 
name (by number) of a god (any of numerous) which a person held as 
their own. During celebrations unto these gods by those who believed 
in them, a white stone with the god’s number upon it was presented as 
the pass necessary to enter into these celebrations. As there was a nu-
merical value to each letter within the Greek alphabet, the number of 
the god to whom the people gathered to worship was upon the stone; 
this number verified the god’s name. In the flagrant false worship of the 
ancient world, individuals would have the number of their own personal 
god upon a stone. Because there were multitudes of pagan gods, each 
person could claim the extravagant power of their own personal savior 
god to be solely theirs, and thus feel special in and of themselves. A per-
sonal god of convenience; do you suppose anyone today would seek 
such a thing?  
 
Note—Angels are God’s servants; not ours. Too many believers talk to 
(worship) what they consider to be personal guardian angels. This is a 
modern form of worshipping false gods; for although heavenly angels 
fulfill God’s will without exception, to believe them to be subject to 

18.
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one’s own volition is absolute foolishness! When individuals speak to 
angels, which is a form of worship, if must be realized who and what 
they are speaking to; for as individuals cannot converse with heavenly 
angels (aforementioned), the reality exists that the individuals are speak-
ing to fallen angels (demons) which is actually worship of Satan! 
Heavenly angels remain focused upon the Lord, as also should all be-
lievers! Please remember—prayer is to an object of worship; this is a 
fact (reality) which is many times denied or rejected, so as to continue 
that which is un-righteous! Things of this nature will never be realized 
within physical realm religiosity or the multitudes held captive by it, 
for physical realm religion entices worship in the flesh; which is com-
pletely aloof the “reality of God”! 

In the context of having a hidden number or name upon a stone, a 
specific white stone will be given personally to each who overcomes 
(Revelation 2:17). The stone will indicate a name for Jesus written upon 
it that only that individual believer will know, allowing them a personal 
access and relationship with the Lord. The stone which the individual 
will receive from the Lord, will guarantee the individual a close intimate 
relationship with the Lord unlike that of anyone else; for all eternity. 
The relationship will be as secret and intimate as the name upon the 
stone! This reality is but a portion of the blessings God seeks to prepare 
us for while in our corporeal bodies; for the Lord seeks to train us for 
the eternal state of existence even now, which can be realized within 
immovable devotion within the spiritual relational reality; which is hin-
dered as long as “self” is allowed to lead our motivations and endeavors 
of life! As we were created by and for the Lord, complete surrender of 
our full volition (self) unto the Lord is very sound advice; for the reality 
of the goodness of God is realized only within His ability to control 
every aspect of our existence! 

Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29) 
Thyatira was a city located in the Lycus River valley on the borders of 
Lydia and Mysia, approximately 40 miles southeast of Pergamum. The 
city although small, was the central location for the natural resources 
utilized in the making of dyes.  

The city of Thyatira was the center of Roman Catholicism in later 
years (beginning in the fourth century A.D.). It originated as a garrison 
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town for the Macedonians, after being founded by Alexander the Great 
in 330 B.C. After several centuries, Thyatira became a busy business 
center under Roman rule, with more trade guilds than any other Asian 
city. These guilds were set up for each and every trade within the city, 
and no one could successfully do business unless they belonged to the 
trade’s guild. These guilds involved such trades as: leather, dying, linen, 
metal work, pottery, etc. The trade guilds within the city of Thyatira 
were much like the unions of today, except for the way the meetings 
were handled. When the guilds would meet to discuss business, they 
first began with a sacrifice to the pagan gods of that particular guild, 
then after going over the business at hand, would generally end with 
an orgy or further pagan worship. 

Thyatira was a city of many pagan gods and rituals, which led to 
great compromise by believers if they wanted to remain successful in 
business. No one within the city could successfully engage in trade with-
out belonging to the appropriate guild. Belonging to the guild meant 
involvement in improper sexual and/or worship practices, therefore the 
believers in Thyatira were between a rock and hard place as they knew 
they should not compromise, yet many times did so for the purpose of 
financial success in business.  
 
Note—How many believers today compromise from the appropriate 
standards of worship and devotion (first and foremost unto God) set 
forth by the Lord, so as to be financially and physically successful? 
Answer—too many!694 How many believers place their spiritual rela-
tionship with the Lord as the highest priority of life; thereby humbly 
and devotionally submitting unto the Lord in every way possible? 
 
For truly sincere Christians to follow the Lord and the Gospel in 
Thyatira, they had to stay clear of the pagan worship and celebrations 
prevalent within the city. When the Christians separated themselves, 
they put an end to any chance they may have at being successful in busi-
ness. Membership in a guild without practicing as the guild demanded 
meant expulsion from the guild, leading to financial failure. 

Thyatira was famous for its abilities in creating dyes for fabric. 

694 cf. 1 Timothy 6:3-21.
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Thyatira utilized the natural resources of the area to produce different 
colors, examples of which are: 

 
Purple—came from a species of shell-fish (the Murex trunculus) •
which was difficult to obtain in volume. Only one drop could be 
extracted from each shell-fish, leading to its expensive cost and 
use by royalty. 
Blue—came from a species of shell-fish (the Helix ianthina), •
also from the rind of pomegranates. 
Scarlet—came from a worm or grub (Coccus ilics). •
Turkey red—came from the madder root. •

 
Thyatira was well known for its dyes, because they did not fade as did 
dyes from other sources; the most famous of the unfading colors being 
scarlet. The fabrics dyed by the dyers in Thyatira were considered to 
be the best dyed fabrics available; the dyers themselves were considered 
to be the best in the trade. 

The Church at Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29) 

COMMENDATION 

The description given to Christ in verse 18, making indication of His 
deity and His righteous indignation at their sins; reiterates focus upon 
what He was to say as being absolutely true and just. Jesus rendered 
commendation to the love, faith, service and perseverance of the church 
at Thyatira (remnant), for the righteous works and testimony of the 
church had increased with time. This can be contrasted with the church 
at Ephesus, whose works (for Christ) were decreasing, as love for the 
Lord first and foremost had also decreased. 

REBUKE 

The church at Thyatira wanted to follow the teachings of Christ, yet 
did not want to turn from the sexual immorality which had been prev-
alent for so long. The prevalent aspect of sexual immorality present at 
Thyatira may have been fornication. Fornication being voluntary sexual 
relations external of the confines of marriage, is a sinful means by which 



many had and yet compromise.695 The church tolerated the teachings 
of Jezebel, thereby violating the righteous standards of the faith, which 
caused hindrance to the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Further explanation of Jezebel is forthcoming. •
 
The violation by the church in Thyatira in regards to the teaching of 
Jezebel consisted of history repeating itself; thus the outcome of re-
peated mistakes forced inappropriate: worship, compromise, and 
cowardice. 
 

Although many debate as to whether: “Jezebel” was the actual name 1.
of a women living in Thyatira who was leading members of the 
church astray, the name “Jezebel” was utilized to compare the 
wretchedness of a women in Thyatira with the wretched demeanor 
of the Jezebel of the Old Testament, or whether the situation was 
that the church was listening and adhering to the teachings of a 
women in a church (ekklaysia) setting, against Gospel standards 
regarding appropriate church and moral behavior; the reality of the 
matter is that the “Jezebel” of mention is in fact the Jezebel who was 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, whom Ahab (King of 
Israel) had married.696 

It was during the latter part of the third and during the fourth •
century A.D. that the teachings of the Babylonian Mystery Rites 
Religion gained impetus and inevitably expounded forcibly. 
From the time and decree of Constantine granting freedom of 
religion (Edict of Milan; A.D. 313), Roman Catholicism (the 
insidious teachings of Jezebel; the Christian Religion) was 
tolerated; which allowed deceptive alterations to entice delusion 
to both the intimate devotion between individuals and God 
(thus harlotry) and to the sound doctrine of Gospel truth (thus 
false doctrine; doctrines of demons).697  

 

695 cf. 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Hebrews 13:4.
696 cf. 1 Kings 16:29-33; 1 Corinthians 14:34-40.
697 cf. 2 Peter 2:1-22.
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As by the union of mother and son; Mary and Jesus / Semiramis 2.
and Tammuz; regarding Christianity and the Babylonian Mysteries; 
a non-realistic association was made so as to subtly deceive 
(insidiousness) within the realm of a true relationship with God. 

Semiramis (Nimrod’s wife) supposedly had a son by alleged •
miraculous conception, whom was given the name Tammuz. 
The basis of the story (from the time of Babylon’s 
foundational existence—Genesis 10:8-12) in effect was a false 
fulfillment of the promise regarding the seed of the woman 
(Genesis 3:15). 
Because of the subtle deceptive connections between •
Christianity and the Babylonian Mysteries, variance from truth 
was not noticed or seemed justifiable; thus subtle deception 
(insidiousness) led to subtle compromise within religious 
doctrines (doctrines of demons) which led to further 
compromise which exists to this day. 

Worship of the Baals and goddesses of the Ashtaroth was ◦
directly linked to the Babylonian Mysteries Religion; thus 
that which was associated with gods and goddesses of 
fertility seemed only natural; for sex and religious (as 
distinguished from relational) beliefs are both derived from 
the sinful nature (flesh). 
Due to the aforementioned fact, it is quite understandable ◦
why supposed innocent sexual relations (fornication) would 
appear to hold little consequence within one’s relationship 
with God (teachings of the Nicolaitans); therefore the 
Christian religion (introduced at Pergamum) seemed 
innocent enough to the masses; for from within subtle 
compromise, further compromise seems even less 
consequential. 

 
Jezebel had utilized the strength of a nation’s armies to intimidate 3.
and force involvement of the Israelites in the inappropriate worship 
of the fertility gods and goddesses of the Babylonian Mysteries 
Religion. It was for this form of worship that the “high places” were 
built to hold the asherim (pagan images) which were inappropriately 
worshipped. All such worship to gods and goddesses (of fertility) as 
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well as all forms of compromise with pagan religion was adamantly 
condemned in Old Testament times; this standard of avoidance 
never having changed!698 

Simply put—just as the Israelites had compromised as by the •
teachings derived from false religion; so also occurred with 
acceptance at Pergamum (Pergamos) and tolerance at Thyatira 
of a revised form of the pagan Babylonian Mystery Rites 
Religion. As compromise breeds further compromise within 
religion; the imperative is to remain completely aloof of 
“religious” teachings, rather allowing God’s work of 
sanctification (setting apart and making holy) to abound from 
within an intimate personal relationship with Him (actual 
Christianity).  

God’s purpose and intention is to train us for the eternal ◦
state upon the narrow path of His righteousness, upon 
which He leads and we follow; with the ushering in to occur 
at the first resurrection! 
True love for and unto the Lord our God is not ◦
complicated; although it does take sincere: devotion, 
selflessness, humility, submission, persistence, diligence, 
discipline, and fortitude. Taking all thoughts immediately 
captive to obedience avoids distractions; just as testing all 
teaching according to sound doctrine (the Gospel) avoids 
false teachings and beliefs. 
Within the reality of the truth which is actual Christianity ◦
(the personal intimate relationship with the Lord our 
Creator; spiritual relational reality), that which is of the 
flesh is of little consequence (except regarding the 
instrument of our “going forth”), for: intellect, emotional 
stature, and zeal void of actual knowledge; are actually 
hindrances to the spiritual growth which occurs on the 
narrow path in accordance to God’s good, acceptable and 
perfect will, and the kind intention of His will!699 

 

698 cf. 1 Kings 18:1-19:18; Ephesians 4:7-24; Titus 1:5-16; Jude 1:1-23.
699 cf. Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-21; Matthew 7:13-27.
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When the “Christian Religion” was declared the “State Religion” 4.
(Theodosius’s edict of A.D. 380), the religion gained momentum as 
by the forceful nature of the Roman Empire (imperial interference); 
for previously Constantine had granted Catholic clergy freedom 
from civil obligations which was the foundation for the pedestal 
from which the Catholic hierarchy believed itself to be above 
humanity, and thus rulers over the realm of the believing world. It 
was from this foundation that the papacy came into existence. 

Although it is actually quite real that individuals can go directly •
into the presence of God and learn as by His personal masterful 
leadership and tutelage, humans tend to seek answers through 
the instruction of other human beings who are educated and 
thus seem superior intellectually. This added to the tolerance 
which was forthcoming regarding the revised Babylonian 
Mystery Rites Religion (Roman Catholicism); for although the 
actual relationship with the Lord (Christianity) is not a 
complicated matter, with the passing of time and introduction 
of obscure religious teachings (false doctrines), confusion led 
the commoners (uneducated individuals) to seek answers from 
those they considered superior in intellectual stature. From this, 
the pedestal of the Roman Catholicism hierarchy grew in both 
pride and arrogance to the point that most individuals 
(including Roman rulers) put forth more devotion and 
reverence for the supposed spiritual leadership than for God.  

 
It was from the fourth century A.D. that the council meetings were 5.
convened in efforts to explain God and the spiritual relationship, and 
defend against what was considered heresies; yet the fact remained 
that the leadership of such endeavors and the attempts to explain God 
as by defensive debate was but attempts in the physical realm (religion) 
to explain the reality of a wonderful spiritual realm relationship (actual 
Christianity). This occurred; although God cannot be known, 
understood, or worshipped foundational to the flesh! 

 
The church followed wickedness by eating the meat which was 6.
purchased after the animal was sacrificed to idols. Although this meat 
was generally sold at market and was the only source of meat 
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available to those without wealth, the members of the church could 
have settled for meat from other sources or no meat at all.  

To eat of the meat when no other acts of compromise were •
present, was acceptable. The weak believers at Thyatira were 
practicing compromise, which led to little restraint from further 
inappropriate behavior.700 

 
Members of the church (minus a remnant) intentionally involved 7.
themselves in the sexual immorality which was prevalent within the 
city, because they were accustomed to sensuality of the flesh and did 
not want to stop. Their philosophy being—it is what we have always 
done, why change. 

Actual Christianity is all about change; change from the •
unfruitful deeds of carnal darkness, to being “light” in the Lord 
(Ephesians 5:1-17; cf. 2 Peter 14-11)! For as the old things have 
gone and new things have come in accordance to God’s: grace, 
indwelling, righteousness, and masterful leadership; actual 
Christians are transformed by the renewing of their minds, and 
the wonderful convincing convictions of the Lord.701 

Aloof the relationship (actual Christianity), religious ◦
doctrinal convictions must come forth in attempts to 
establish righteousness as by human effort; thus actual 
growth in accordance to God’s work of sanctification is 
hindered, or eliminated completely; for emulated 
righteousness in the physical realm does not actual spiritual 
growth accomplish, for spiritual growth is solely 
foundational to the Lord’s righteousness!702 Multitudes 
have lived attempting to establish righteousness by 
personal endeavor; although this eliminates the possibility 
for actual righteousness, which comes forth solely by God’s 
willing and working within individuals for His own good 
pleasure!703 

700 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Corinthians 8:8-13.
701 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1-21; Romans 12:1, 2.
702 cf. Romans 10:1-4.
703 Romans 10:1-4; Philippians 2:12-16.
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JEZEBEL 

The Jezebel of both Testaments was a coercive means which sought to 
cause the fall of God’s chosen people, by teaching them to compromise 
involving false gods and immoral practices. The name “Jezebel” became 
the name associated with wickedness and apostasy, as the means of both 
Testaments attempted to lead God’s elect astray regarding knowledge 
of the truth, pertaining to “the reality of God”! 

The Jezebel of both Testaments was wretched in accordance to evil 
influence and the behavior derived there from; neither having concern 
of repentance nor fear of God’s judgment. Jezebel led to the epitome 
of apostasy, as she led by example the ways of sin within pagan beliefs, 
and taught compromise as acceptable. All who follow the leadership of 
Jezebel are held captive to do Satan’s will; for in accordance to the in-
stigator (Satan), and servant of (Jezebel; the Roman Catholic Church; 
Mother of Harlots), or those foolish enough to follow in ignorance; all 
who journey within the darkness of deception and carnal religious in-
dulgence cannot please the righteous Lord of truth (Revelation 2:24; 
cf. 2:13)!704 

 
It is imperative to understand that all the traditions of the •
Christian religion are falsehoods (religious deceptions); with 
the exception of the Lord’s Supper, which is not a tradition 
but rather an act of remembrance. The dates of the traditions 
were incorporated to ease conversion of peoples from other 
religions (pagan); as also many of the facets were derived from 
aspects of the pagan religions; thus all that has been 
incorporated into the Christian religion by the Mother of 
Harlotry are delusive; which are exactly contrary to 
appropriate worship of God in spirit and in truth (righteous 
reality—John 4:20-24)! This is of mention, as the multitudes 
have gone astray by involvement in insidious religion; whereas 
only a remnant abstains so as to remain in subjection to God’s 
righteousness, and subject to His abounding leadership, which 
is received during actual righteous spiritual fellowship with 
the Lord! 

704 cf. John 8:42-47; 2 Corinthians 13:1-8; 1 John 3:4-24.
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More regarding the compromise of Christian religious •
traditions, and the actual truth of the traditions, can be found in 
chapter eight. 

 
Jesus said he would render the following judgments upon Jezebel and 
her followers if they did not repent (turn back to God; change the way 
they think): 
 

They would be thrown onto a bed of sickness and tribulation. This 1.
may be an indication that although they foresee that they are headed 
to fulfillment of lustful pleasure, the bed to which they are actually 
headed, is the bed of suffering and death (Revelation 2:21-23).705 

 
Her children (followers) whom involved themselves in sexual 2.
immorality and the following of false religion would be plagued with 
pestilence, sickness and death. 

This will occur during the bowl judgments of the Great •
Tribulation Period; for those alive during the Tribulation 
Period. The bowl judgments will be ushered in by the seventh 
(last) trumpet judgment; at which time the Rapture will occur 
and all true children of God will be “caught up” to meet the 
Lord in the air. Directly following true believers being “caught 
up” (Rapture) the full wrath of God will be poured out upon the 
earth and upon those who were deceived by the mother or 
harlots and all other false religions; for in accordance to God’s 
faithfulness, true believers will be kept from His wrath and the 
hour of testing which will befall the whole earth, both of which 
are during the bowl judgments (Revelation 2:20-25).706  
A simple fact—nothing taught or practiced by the revised •
priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion, tests 
accurately according to the Gospel truth; for it is but 
ritualistic insidious religion! A single emphasis proves this 
point, as the priesthood has all focus remain upon them; thus 
stopping the focus of all members of the religion prior to 
actually going to God! Only the Lord God can actually forgive 

705 cf. Matthew 24:36-51; Revelation 22:10-17.
706 cf. Revelation 3:10, 11; 11:1-19; 15:1-16:21; John 3:1-36; Romans 1:18-32. 
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sins (absolve), as all sin is directed unto Him who is absolutely 
holy and righteous (God); thus all confession of sin which falls 
short of going to God, remains (Mark 2:5-11)! Please 
understand that Satan’s intention is to murder as many human 
beings spiritually as possible; this he does by stopping 
individuals (religiously) prior to coming to the spiritual reality 
of God and of Christ! “Religion” will save no one; for we are 
saved solely by God’s grace in accordance to the righteous 
kind intention of His will, within the spiritual relational reality 
which is led by God, and God alone (Romans 8:14; cf. 10:8-13, 
specific v. 9; John 6:44-66)! “Religion” holds multitudes to 
fleshly indulgence worship; which is but a deceptive physical 
realm mimic of a spiritual reality! 

OVERCOMERS AT THYATIRA  

Jesus applied Psalm 2:9 to the overcomers, as He was making illustration 
that they would be with Him during His 1,000 year millennial reign 
(Revelation 2:26-29).707  

The behavioral illustration of the overcomers in the statements re-
garding Thyatira, are in regard to all believers. These statements 
demonstrate that a sincere effort must be put forth to stay from the sin 
of false worship (religion) and sexual immorality.708 One must truly 
overcome all sensuality of the flesh (foundational to “self”) if they are 
to experience the full blessings of the Lord!709  
 

The key to success in this matter is—denial of (all) one’s •
personal volitional desires (self), so as to accomplish and 
maintain absolute sincere devotion for the Lord (Matthew 
16:22-26)! Multitudes of believers have never actually had 
intimate spiritual fellowship with the Lord, because this truth 
(and reality) has been denied or outright rejected; which is the 
outcome of practiced carnal volition and religiosity, which 
completely denies or rejects the imperative of God’s divine work 
of righteousness, which is necessary to achieve and maintain the 

707 cf. Revelation 20:1-6.
708 cf. Acts 15:22-29.
709 cf. Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:26, 27.
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righteous relationship with God by which we walk by faith and 
not by sight. This matter is rendered in detail within chapter 
eleven—Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality! 

 
It may currently be difficult for many who seek to follow Jesus, to un-
derstand the difference derived from holiness upon this earth. When 
Jesus comes to reign and those who overcome reign with Him, they 
(overcomers) will witness the breaking and shattering of the rebellious 
ones who refused to separate themselves from the un-righteousness of 
the world and flesh for whatever reason. Although conceiving of a right-
eous reign seems impossible at the present time, we must remember 
that all things righteous, holy, and just are possible with God; and He 
will faithfully fulfill all prophesy!710 It is only by overcoming, that the 
true follower of the Lord will be witness to the destruction which comes 
from sin. We (believers) can either separate ourselves and overcome, or 
risk having our carnal works destroyed; without ever truly understanding 
the blessings which could have been achieved in Christ.711 If daily we 
are not overcoming the world, then daily we are being overcome by the 
world; this reality is proven Biblically within the statements of 1 John 
5:18-21. Please remember—“self” is the primary form of idolatry which 
has been present throughout the history of humankind; for “self” 
abounding (narcissism) is the foundation of all within individuals that 
denies or rejects the imperative necessity of God’s divine work for: spir-
itual awakening, success, and victory!712 

The Christians in Thyatira lived surrounded by a very harsh situ-
ation. Jesus knew that their general way of life would be one of harsh 
successes; He therefore told them that they would not have any further 
burden placed upon them. Jesus strengthened them to continue in their 
endeavors to abstain from improper practices and deceptions (deep 
things of Satan; i.e. insidious religion), exactly as they had been 
(Revelation 2:24, 25). Persevering in godliness would lead to overcoming 
the situation of sin and false worship within the city of Thyatira. Those 
who overcome: would then be given authority over the nations, would 
rule them (as co-heirs with Christ) with a rod of iron (strict discipline) 

710 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24.
711 cf. John 15:1-17; Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.
712 cf. Romans 13: 1-14, specific vs. 7-14; 1 John 3:1-18; cf. 1 John 2:18-29. 
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would receive their authority from Jesus, and would receive the morning 
star. Discipline persevering in one’s godliness by the grace and guidance 
of our Lord, is true victory while in our earthly bodies!713 

To rule over the nations, is to rule with Jesus during His reign upon 
the earth for the millennium. The morning star (the brightest star) is 
Jesus Himself.714 He is the beginning of the new day, and the hope of 
all who have a personal righteous relationship with Him! With Jesus 
being on the road to Zion (His return to righteously reign); by our ac-
tions and focus, are we following Him or remaining behind?715 

Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) 

PREFATORY 

Much had occurred during the 1200 years between the 4th (emphasized 
with the church at Thyatira) and 16th centuries A.D. (emphasized with 
the church at Sardis). Beginning with the first ecumenical council meet-
ing which occurred at Nicaea in 325 A.D., which Roman emperor 
Constantine presided over in an effort to achieve unity of belief in God; 
this as an affect to stop the discouraging and distracting intermix of 
teachings from the many forms of religion in the Roman Empire, from 
having such a drastic effect of indifference upon Christian believers and 
the empire as a whole.  

Due to debates which occurred, heated arguments came forth be-
tween a man named Arius and a man named Athanasius; these two of 
specific mention as each was zealous to prove either side of the debate. 
Arius (A.D. 256-336; Alexandrian priest, and founder of Arianism) denied 
the deity of Christ, for the theological school of Antioch which he at-
tended was known for its emphasis upon historical and inductive 
reasoning within religious investigation (sic et non); leading to the 
school’s tendency of regarding Jesus as a created being, subordinate to 
God the Father.716 Arius was banished for his beliefs and teachings which 
were condemned during the ecumenical council at Nicaea; although re-
accepted after several years when opposition to Arianism seemed to have 
abated. The current-day followers of Arius` teachings, who have followed 

713 cf. Ephesians 6:10-18; Proverbs 4:20-27; 12:1-3; 19:20-23; 23:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:10.
714 cf. Revelation 22:12-16.
715 cf. Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; Hebrews 12:1-11.
716 cf. John 10:22-30; 14:7-11.
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a proponent of Arius (Charles Taze Russell), are the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Athanasius (circa A.D. 293-373; bishop of Alexandria), championed for 
orthodoxy against the teaching of Arianism at the ecumenical council of 
Nicaea; for Constantine had convened the first General Council (May 
A.D. 325) for the purpose of settling the matter which had culminated 
thereby causing considerable division and animosity within the different 
sects of the church, which were separated by inductive and doctrinal rea-
soning. At the finale of the first General Council at Nicaea, Arianism 
was condemned, and “religious” orthodoxy was pronounced with the 
initiation of the fabricated Nicene Creed; which was foundational to the 
Homoousian doctrine which Athanasius had formulated within his an-
tagonistic endeavors against the teachings of Arius. 
 

The Homoousian Doctrine was a doctrine which attempted to •
explain how the Son of God is of the same essence or substance 
as the Father. This was to contradict Arius` belief and teaching 
which stated that the Son was of a different substance than the 
Father, and was merely a creature; a creature more perfect than 
any other, although yet a created being utilized by God during 
subsequent works of creation. Matters of this nature are 
presented in detail in chapter two of the book—“Gaining 
Perspective.” 

 
Within importance to gain understanding regarding what was occurring 
during the subsequent centuries; it must be first understood that at the 
time of the first ecumenical council meeting, presumptuous doctrinal 
religion was the point of argument, and as such what was considered 
to be “Christianity” was in fact Roman Catholic coerced and corrupted 
Christianity (the Christian religion).  

To begin the appropriate understanding as to how and why the beauty 
of Christianity could possibly be coerced and corrupted, the distinction 
must be made concerning two distinct and separate realms; the physical 
realm, and the spiritual realm. With the reality of the physical realm re-
ligion as designated by God (the Levitical Law) pointing directly to the 
Messiah, the remnant of Israelites who put forth devotional and diligent 
effort to maintain focus and adherence upon and for the teachings of 
God, learned to trust the Lord for the answers; and thus they accepted 
God’s standards to save them (salvation) by their belief that the Messiah 
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would come, and that in the interim they must hold fast to the standard 
of religion which God had set forth. A considerable emphatic lesson of 
the Levitical Law regarded virtual impossibility for human beings to 
achieve a standard of worthiness and righteousness in and of themselves 
which could in any way please the one true God of immense glory and 
righteousness; thus the only avenue of acceptance would be to trust God 
for deliverance from the wages of sin which was cause for distancing.717 
This fact emphasizes the immense blessing of God’s grace (un-merited 
and un-deserved favor), and why the ministry of the church (Body of 
Christ) is one of reconciliation; growth within the foundational rela-
tionship contingent upon personal humble submission so as to learn 
from the Teacher personally!718 With the coming of the Messiah, the 
imperative for salvation became one of “faith,” for the tutor (Levitical 
Law) pointed to the imperative of trusting in God upon the forward 
narrow path of His righteousness (right doing); thus the necessity for 
adherence to religious standards as taught by humankind was replaced 
by faith in both what God had done upon the cross, and fulfillment of 
prophesy regarding judgment and ultimate deliverance (salvation).  

Because of the difficulty regarding transition from physical realm 
religion (in the flesh) to a spiritual realm relationship (wholly spiritual), 
God had empowered the Apostles with the ability to perform signs and 
wonders (saymaion and teras), for His chosen people (the Israelites) al-
ways sought for signs; in accordance during Old Testament times, God 
had manifest signs so as to engender greater trust by those who wanted 
to believe in Him.719 Please note who exactly the Apostles were sent to 
reach (Matthew 10:1-6), and who exactly Jesus` spoken ministry was 
unto (Matthew 15:24); this of course initially, prior to “the Way” being 
opened fully to Jews and Gentiles alike, with no further distinction.720 
The gift of signs and wonders unto the Apostles held dual purpose, as 
aforementioned regarding the Israelites, and to establish the Apostle’s 
testimony as being from God. When the Israelites were set aside (tem-
porarily), the ability to perform signs and wonders (saymaion and teras) 

717 cf. Romans 3:21-31; 6:1-23; John 14:1-14, specific vs. 6, 7.
718 cf. Matthew 23:2-10, emphasis v. 8; Romans 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 3:1-13; 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21. 
719 cf. Matthew 12:39-45; Mark 8:11-13; Luke 11:29-36; John 2:18-25; 6:30-40; 

1 Corinthians 1:22-29; Genesis 9:13-17; Exodus 13:21, 22. 
720 cf. Acts 15:1-18; Romans 10:1-21, specific vs. 12-21; Colossians 3:5-17.
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was withdrawn, for the church had been established, and those who had 
necessity of signs and wonders after that time were not actually people 
of faith; thus the necessity for signs and wonders as by God’s perfect 
timing was no longer valid.721 When the actual necessity for signs and 
wonders was no longer valid, truly chosen servants of the Lord were 
sent to prophesy (proclaim) the word of truth (Gospel) in love, and 
further instruct students of earnest and diligent devotion. Satan utilizing 
opportunity in accordance to humankind’s fleshly whims and desires, 
empowered his servants to perform counterfeit signs and wonders (se-
meiois and terasin), to deceive the multitudes, and if possible even the 
elect; this in preparation for the ultimate deceptions which will lead 
multitudes to believe the antichrist to be the Lord, and accept the mark 
of the beast; for the stage must be set for Satan to play out his scheme 
of deceiving the whole world, minus the remnant!722 The imperative 
all along has been to utilize the righteously activated measure of faith 
given by the Lord for the purpose of righteous focus upon and trust in 
Him; for when the measure of faith is not utilized righteously (not di-
vinely actuated), the flesh (sinful nature) under instigations from the 
demonic realm leads individuals to seek spiritual answers in the physical 
realm; thus doctrinal and ritualistic religion becomes a powerful tool 
by which to deceive! As the multitudes fell prey to the schemes of Satan’s 
volition that individuals both deceive and be deceived, they then choose 
for themselves supposed servants of the Lord who are also deceived, 
and these servants manipulate (adulterate) Scripture to suit the whims 
of both fleshly desire and secular indulgence; thereby deception upon 
deception, and all due to individuals failing to love the Lord (devo-
tionally), and henceforth remain un-righteous within focus and 
service!723 Ultimately, each individual is responsible for victory or defeat; 
for the Lord is as close as our devotion, supplication, and appropriate 
thanksgiving! The key to victory or defeat being righteous or un-right-
eous (respectively) utilization of the measure of faith given to each by 
the Lord in accordance to the kind intention of His will, dictates un-
derstanding regarding the distinct difference between—that which is 
of the “Spirit” and that which is of the “flesh,” for they are diametrically 

721 cf. John 3:1-21; 4:46-54; 10:24-30; 20:26-31; Romans 11:1-36; 1 Peter 1:3-9.
722 cf. Matthew 7:13-27, contemplate vs. 21-23; Matthew 24:4-51; Mark 13:5-37; 

1 John 2:18-27; 4:1-6; 2 John 1:7-11; Revelation 12:7-12; 13:11-18; 14:9-13.
723 cf. 2 Timothy 2:24-4:5; James 4:1-10; 1 John 2:1-17.
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opposed to one another; thus one must be conquered for the sake of 
the other! 724 Question—is it possible to be led by the Holy Spirit and 
yet be victoriously successful while in corporeal form? Answer—abso-
lutely; for God has given us the potential for victory and success, as by 
righteous focus, devotion, discipline, and motive; which comes forth by 
a righteously activated measure of faith and the divine work of the Lord 
during His “drawing process”!725 Anyone who believes they know Jesus 
who have never been divinely drawn to the reality of the Christ by God, 
are deceived and thus illegitimate children and not sons and daughters 
of the Lord; this occurs as Satan’s primary means to deceive the whole 
world (minus the remnant who were divinely drawn to the spiritual re-
ality) is through “religion”! 

There were several forms of: doctrinal, philosophical, traditional, 
and blatant deceptive influence (forms of harlotry which distract from 
devotion for God) which were, and remain instrumental in corrupting 
the beauty of actual Christianity, effectively bringing forth and main-
taining the insidious nature of the Christian religion; which by the 4th 
century A.D. was that which was announced as being “Christianity”; al-
though not.726 

 
The adaptation of the language and philosophical vocabulary of 1.
the Greco-Roman world. With the adaptation of words and the 
philosophical meanings utilized by the indigenous peoples within a 
geographical location and society, comes acceptance of the 
philosophies and precepts utilized to govern. Because sojourners tend 
to follow the innate ways of life found within the natives of a foreign 
land, the sojourners tend also toward tolerant adaptation of principles 
and doctrines which contradict afore rendered principles and 
doctrines which were formerly standards of existence for the 
sojourners. As Christians, the standards of our existence were 
rendered by the Lord God; thus they are never to be altered, coerced, 
or adapted to standards of other societies or religious beliefs. With 
“immovable devotion” being the primary motivator of Christian 
behavior; within this devotional love for God first and foremost; 

724 cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12; Romans 8:1-17; Galatians 5:16-23.
725 cf. John 6:44, 45, 65; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; exampled Matthew 26:37-46; Hebrews 12:7-11.
726 cf. Colossians 2:1-23.
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alterations should never be necessary, for standards of righteous and 
loving existence in accordance to the admonitions of God are correct 
on a planetary scale!727 This does not by any means indicate that 
Christians should ever violate standards of law as designated by a 
society; rather if standards of law within a society violate Gospel 
standards set forth by the Lord, Christians do not sojourn there!  

Because the Christians of the Roman Empire were captive to 
location, multitudes of believers compromised to avoid persecution; 
the primary form of compromise being in showing homage to 
imperial persons and/or images, which were political acts demanded 
within the Roman Empire. The devotional remnant of believers in 
the Roman Empire were persecuted, tortured and even killed for 
their failure to compromise; their behavior being righteous, as 
indicated by God’s commendation unto the remnants at each church 
(with the exception of Sardis and Laodicea)! With the Edict of Milan, 
Christian persecution lessened as by the hand of pagan believers and 
Roman authorities; only to be replaced by Christian religious 
persecution unto the true Christians who refused to adhere to newly 
founded doctrines of the Christian religion. When compromise grew 
because of the demonic influenced doctrines and traditions of the 
Christian religion as by alterations to better accommodate converts 
to what was proclaimed as being “Christianity,” the insistent ways of 
both the Babylonian Mysteries Religion (Roman Catholicism) and 
other paganism of the Roman Empire caused heavy burdens to be 
upon any who would not adhere to emphasized presumptuous 
doctrinal teaching; thus blatant distraction away from actual devotion 
for God resulted; for the multitudes of commoners who sought God 
in a simple, pure, and devotional manner were held captive by threat 
and persecution by the intellectually elite. 

 
The adaptation and incorporation of procedural and organiza-2.
tional practices of the Roman Empire. With adaptation of 
procedural and organizational practices of a society, comes compro-
mise as by a mixture of good and evil as a means of governing one’s 
own existence. As God is light, Christians who seek fellowship with 
Him must remain in the light as He is in the light!728 When an 

727 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Romans 1:16, 17; 10:1-21; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21.
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intermix occurred between the church and the Roman Empire, and 
this derived mostly from the comfort and prestige enjoyed by Roman 
Catholic leadership, the empire began to persecute all Christians 
who refused to adhere to the doctrines of the state religion which 
was instituted by the edict of Theodosius. All who refused submission 
to the standards of Catholic orthodox doctrine and practices were 
persecuted as heretics; for by this time in history, the religious doc-
trines of man were placed as precedent, with the Pope being the 
ultimate final authority. As can be witnessed by the hindsight of his-
tory, when compromise comes forth for the purpose of settling 
comfortably and the receiving of power by a ruling regime or gov-
ernment, men place themselves as idols; this placing God within the 
realm of belief only as by concept and conjecture void of spiritual 
understanding. This occurring easily within the corrupted Christian 
religion, as God was never involved in the Babylonian Mysteries 
Religion which He condemned from the time of its fabrication, of 
which Catholicism (the mother of the corrupt Christian religion) is 
the revised priesthood.729  

Because authoritarian rule permeated every aspect of life within 
the Roman Empire, there should be little wonder as to why this also 
occurred within the state religion (supposed Christianity) of the 
Empire! In a like fashion as the bureaucrats of the Roman 
government relished within the specific prestige of their titled 
positions, so also occurred within church leadership; for leadership 
in both cases having forgotten their positions to be of servanthood, 
caused antiquation by incorporation of multiple policies and 
procedures evasive of necessity, thus leading to furtherance of one’s 
position as by seniority rather than competency, which led to flagrant 
and rampant corruption. Within the wealthy and elite classes, both 
governmental and religious leaders were exempt of paying 
appropriate taxation due to the positions held, leading to both the 
bureaucrats of government and of the church becoming increasingly 
corrupt; while the normal classes of people were hard-pressed to 
make a living, nonetheless achieve financial success; for both the state 
and the church thrived financially upon the hard work of commoners, 

728 cf. 1 John 1:1-3:24, light specific 1:5-10.
729 cf. Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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with little or no actual concern as to the welfare of the inhabitants 
and/or righteous. This was furthered within the Roman Empire and 
the church, as Latin became the preferred language of the elite; 
thereby causing separateness which regarding the church led to 
believers being ignorant of written truth and susceptible to further 
deception, as they had necessity of learning from that which was 
spoken by church leadership, which was in actuality the insidiousness 
of religion; for the delusional leadership had Bibles written in Latin 
which commoners could not read! In the case of both the empire 
government and the church, as the corruption abounded due to the 
prestige of being amongst the elite, forcefulness was forthcoming to 
suppress the commoner’s ability to come to knowledge of the truth; 
for maintained confusion was necessary by leadership to stifle growth 
which comes from knowledge! Ignorance remains unless displaced 
by knowledge, thus the commoners of Rome remained susceptible 
to the whims of leadership. 

As began in the 4th century A.D. and continued throughout the 
Inquisition which began in A.D. 1231, lasting for almost five 
hundred years; all who refused the teaching and inappropriate 
worship practices of the Christian religion (Catholicism) were: 
excommunicated, had all belongings forcibly confiscated, 
persecuted, tortured, and many times killed as heretics. When 
church leadership was empowered by ruling authorities and given 
troops for enforcement of church law, no one was safe from 
persecution; except by willfulness to compromise, which became 
the norm for the multitudes; lasting, with the inclusion of written 
material forbidden by the church, until A.D. 1965. Just as the Roman 
Empire utilized force of arms to enforce its laws upon the 
inhabitants of the land, so also did church leadership utilize force 
of arms to cause fear of severe punishments; forcibly distracting 
individuals from reverent fear of God, replacing it with fright of 
church leadership; thus appropriate reverent fear of God was 
replaced with inappropriate fear of humankind!730 Although it is 
appropriate to appreciate servants of the Lord who speak the truth 
in love; never, ever was it intended or appropriate for church 
leadership to be treated as if they are different and somehow above 

730 cf. Galatians 1:6-10; Colossians 3:22-25; Hebrews 13:1-6.
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others; for we are all human beings blessed of God for the purpose 
of righteous service, unless of course His blessing upon us is 
removed due to our own prideful and arrogant refusal to submit as 
by faithful reverent devotion. 

The presumptuous ways of Catholic leadership which is •
expected to be not only accepted but also condoned and 
appreciated, can be evidenced in the manner by which the 
conclave meets clandestinely to elect a new Pontiff (Pope). The 
cardinals presume to read the mind of God, and thus choose a 
new “spiritual leader” who then presumedly assumes God’s 
authority on earth; thus God is actually left external of all 
endeavors, for neither faith nor humble submission was 
forthcoming or emphasized! This is in essence the epitome of 
human arrogance which was emphasized during the inquisition; 
as individuals who would not accept as truth that the Pope held 
the authority of God on earth, were murdered as heretics. The 
epitome of arrogance is evidenced in the fact that the Lord God 
has full authority throughout the entire universe; and only those 
wandering in the darkness of prideful deception would ever 
believe that God would give His authority to individuals of the 
human race! 

 
As has occurred throughout history, the strong have always victimized 
the weak. This continued for generations with the papacy seeking and 
achieving positions of power and prestigious forthright behavior. What 
occurred cannot be construed as fortuitous, for the Israelites were in-
structed to utterly eradicate the nations which practiced in accordance 
to the Babylonian Mysteries Religion; and had this occurred the religion 
which has caused the greatest harm to those who are called of God 
would not have existed at the time of the Messiah’s coming.731 Even so 
continuing forth, the false religion which coerced the lives of both the 
ignorant and effeminate within Christianity would not have proceeded 
to power had it not first been tolerated, then condoned and followed; 
for a specific within the Gospel directly rendered information as to how 
avoidance could be achieved, and this as by direct association of specified 
violations of Gospel standards.732 

731 cf. Exodus 23:20-33; Leviticus 26:1-46; Deuteronomy 7:1-8:20.
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The adaptation of different human: inductive and religious 3.
reasoning, doctrines, philosophies, assumptions, ideologies, 
idealisms, precepts and traditions, for the purpose of social 
structuring within a church body of believers. As time proceeded 
forward from the initiation of the Pope (pontiff) as the supreme ruler 
over church matters, reverent fear of God subsided and fear of 
Roman Catholic enforcement gained precedent. With the passing of 
time and the proven outcome of enforcement being one of evidenced 
reality; even so ruling secular leadership began to fear disobedience 
toward the Pope and even Bishops, for the farce of their authority 
had reached proportions of believing they had the power to revoke 
one’s salvation! This led to obedience being rendered by all within 
geographical locations, minus those who truly sought the God of the 
Bible. This is the primary reason animosity arose to abounding 
proportions between Christians and Muslims, for only by the 
masterful tutelage of God could individuals distinguish the blatant 
difference between actual Christianity and the corrupted Christian 
religion! Because Islam is monotheistic exactly as is Christianity, and 
the God sought by each is in fact the one true God, the animosity 
between the two monotheistic sects should never have existed. 
Aggressions between the two sects of monotheistic religion occurred 
due to the demonically coerced precepts and doctrines within each, 
when leadership lost and failed to reanimate appropriate focus upon 
the Lord, in both cases due to: pride, arrogance, distraction, self-
centeredness, greed, argumentation, and zealous religious insistence. 
Neither had ever come to realize the reality of God or of the Christ! 

The reality of the blinding effects which come forth from threat •
and punishment by bigoted, prideful and arrogant human 
beings is easily evidenced, when witness is rendered as to the 
teaching and worship practices of Catholicism. The emphasis of 
the Babylonian Mysteries priesthood has always been upon a 
woman; first with Ishtar, then with Mary. The fact of the female 
gender emphasis is slight when compared with little or no 
emphasis being rendered upon the God of the Bible, except by 
coercive presumption and conjecture. An evinced factor is that 
the Savior (God) of the Bible offered Himself once for all, to 

732 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-11.
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make propitiation for humanity which could never have been 
achieved of our own accord!733 The savior of Catholicism is yet 
upon the cross (crucifix), for the god they worship has necessity 
to be offered by the priesthood daily (masse) for the sins of 
humanity. Anyone with even a slight understanding of Biblical 
salvation would realize the distinct differences which exist 
between the sound doctrine of the Bible and the insidious 
doctrines of the Christian religion’s mother of harlotry 
(Catholicism)!  

 
The Christian religion was not solely corrupted by Roman Catholic 
doctrine and secular associations, but also by the church of the 
“Reformed Tradition” which was led by such reformers as: Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, and John Knox. Church members adhering to the 
doctrines of the reformation were accepted, whereas all who refused 
adherence were persecuted by criticism and chastisement; just as with 
any “religion” those failing to blindly submit are stigmatized as rebel-
lious heretics and forced to suffer, for deviation from the standards of 
humankind are not easily tolerated, especially when the leadership is 
boldly religious in mindset! Much of the tribulation and persecution 
which has befallen true Christians throughout the history of the church, 
both Catholic and Protestant (protestors of Catholicism), has come 
when through investigation of truth the true children of God have ev-
idenced deception and questioned its origins; while making 
proclamation of the truth to others after investigation of origins, so as 
to assist in bringing forth freedom from insidious religious bondage!734 
Ignominy has been exhibited for generations because of the many who 
concern themselves with adherence to the religious teachings of hu-
mankind; which is actually the doctrines instigated by demons; while 
caring little or not at all for spiritual growth within the strength (living 
and active nature) of the sound doctrine which is the Gospel!735 All such 
“religious” endeavors which attempt to fulfill work of which God alone 
is capable (righteous convincing and convicting), place emphasis upon 
the abilities of human intellect, prowess, and religious endeavor; all of 

733 cf. Romans 3:21-31; Hebrews 1:5-2:18; 7:1-10:18; 1 John 1:1-2:11; 4:1-10.
734 cf. 2 Timothy 2:1-26, specific vs. 20-26.
735 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-16; 6:1-21; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17; Hebrews 4:11-13; James 1:21-25.
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which emphasizing a rejection of the actual “work of God” which is the 
imperative of spiritual existence! 

Just as through disputes leading to argumentation, members of the 
body of Christ have been alienated one from another because of reli-
gious: doctrines, precepts, traditions, etc., and this even to this day due 
to indifference between denominations which now exceedingly abound 
to carnal absurdity; so also has been the case since the time humankind 
has attempted to arrogantly explain and fulfill the things of God reli-
giously!736 Just as with from times of antiquity Catholics and Protestants 
have proclaimed their specific doctrines to be the way of salvation, so 
this foolishness continues to this very day as each sect of denomina-
tionalism makes proclamation of their way being the right way, while 
all other ways being wrong and unacceptable; and these by any human 
means being contrary to the sound doctrine of the Gospel which states 
no further distinctions as we are all one in Christ Jesus; leads us to the 
imperative of devotion for God first and foremost, which has and re-
mains the precedent to fellowship with one another which is now rare 
and mostly un-noticed!737 The Lord has blessed each individual created 
in His image with a measure of faith so that we may believe and through 
faith submit to Him so as to gain actual understanding and knowledge; 
yet humankind for the most part has failed to realize the necessity re-
garding denial of “self” for the purpose of following the Lord, while 
remaining full of “self” thereby obstinate in leading others away from 
the Lord as by adherence to human intellectual epigram. What good is 
found within religious argumentation pertaining to one doctrine against 
all others, when actual salvation is found solely within a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord our Savior? More regarding the bungle of the 
Reformation is forthcoming. 

 
Tolerance and adaptation regarding the mixture of political and 4.
religious affairs, for the purpose of acceptance and conforma-
tion within a society. Associations between social governments and 
religions have occurred throughout history. As each has sought to 
carry forth its own standards of doctrine, while tolerating the other; 
this occurring also between different religious factions, and cults 

736 cf. Luke 9:41-50; John 6:26-68; 1 Timothy 6:3-21; Titus 2:11-3:11.
737 cf. Romans 3:1-6:23; 10:1-21.
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which are indigenous to the same geographical areas upon the earth. 
As can be witness through investigation of the four Biblical kingdoms 
upon the earth (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome), tolerance 
for religious beliefs by the ruling government has been noted, as this 
stayed kingdoms from needless uprising and rebellions.  

Tolerance many times results in acceptance either partially or 
completely. As can be evidenced in study of Biblical history, and 
more specifically during the Persian Empire; for many of those once 
taken captive became so accustomed to life in the foreign land that 
return to the land of their origin held little interest. This can be 
noted also in study of the book of Esther, for the majority of the 
Israelites remained in Persian provinces, while only a portion 
returned to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon which 
had been destroyed.738 When comfort and that which is considered 
of secular value becomes of higher motivational value than knowing, 
following, and worshipping the Lord in spirit and in truth, decisions 
are made by the majority to remain within the abundance of those 
things desired by the flesh. Only when individuals love the Lord with 
all of their: heart, soul, mind, and strength (immovable devotion); 
are decisions forthwith regarding acceptance of the tribulation, 
suffering and persecution which will surely come forth when walking 
in the light of truth; upon a world abounding with: human selfish 
motivations, demonic deceptive influence, secular distractions, and 
carnal wanton desires. 

With the passing of time within any society where any religious 
beliefs are tolerated, the religions and in most cases even so the 
governments’ attempt to sway the other in ways regarding ethical 
behavior. As pride is a foremost trait of the human sinful nature, as it 
is the primary means by which the nature is protected, individuals 
and/or groups generally attempt dominion as through step-by-step 
control over lesser moral values and desires; then with submission to 
the lesser desired values even though slight, increase attempts at 
further dominion in other areas of greater magnitude. Because 
arrogance generally follows successes derived from prideful 
endeavors, and because those weakened by past events tend to submit 
more so to the victors of past experiences, the abounding pride of the 

738 cf. Books of: Esther, Nehemiah, Ezra.
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victorious leads to increased efforts to control; this as contentment 
never mixes well with pride and arrogance. This reality is plainly 
evidenced through study of history regarding the United States of 
America, as the Christian religion church has sought to coerce the 
Government toward its chosen ethical values, while the government 
attempts to appease by delusional adherence to said values in word 
alone; while attempting to coerce changes to the afore values as by 
public opinion and vote. Within all such behavior, once again the 
admonitions of the Lord are followed by neither entity, while each 
deludes themselves to believe they are in compliance and therefore 
justified before God!739 It is from this farce that multitudes on each 
side as a combined whole believe themselves to be capable of 
spirituality, while remaining within the secular delusion of religiosity; 
realistically remaining void of any spiritual reality!740 Truly, a nation 
which is “under God” is a nation of democratic stature where the 
government fears the inhabitants, the inhabitants remain concerned 
pertaining to wrongdoing and the consequences thereof, and all fear 
the Lord with devotional reverence! Such a society upon planet earth 
does not exist currently, except within the realm of fantasy; for the 
only righteous reign (of the Lord) upon the earth is yet to come! 

SARDIS—HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The church at Sardis represents the reformation church (A.D. 1517-
1750). The church at Sardis was not commended by Jesus, because 
although they felt they were a church of much spirituality; they in fact 
were a church of spiritual desolation. The church at Sardis had a rep-
utation for being alive to the faith (walking by faith), yet this farce was 
only enacted and had no depth or reality (actually walking by sight—
religiously). The church at Sardis was a church which needed reform 
in every way; for the heart of the believers and the actuality of faith 
within the city was: insincere, superficial, delusional, cold and dead. 
The church of Sardis was a gathering of hypocrites, for they were like 
the Pharisees in that they appeared clean and active on the outside (re-
ligious), yet were filthy with self-centeredness and deluding on the 
inside (spiritually destitute and delusional).741 The spiritual reality of a 

739 cf. James 2:1-26.
740 cf. Romans 8:1-39; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17.
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believer’s walk is realized only by the degree in which devotional hum-
ble submission is forthcoming to follow the Holy Spirit’s leadership; 
for the reality of God is the righteous imperative, which does not exist 
when endeavoring “religiously” within carnality! 
 

Factual point—relational worship of God is a spiritual matter; •
not a conceptual intellectualized physical realm mimic! 
What was considered the “Great Reformation,” was in fact a •
work of bungle! Although the point was made that we are saved 
by grace through faith completely aloof of human works, and 
this in protest (Protestant) against Catholic doctrinal teaching 
of grace plus works, numerous aspects of religion were never 
denounced as inappropriate. The Christian church; for the most 
part, minus a remnant of righteous devotional believers; had 
from the 4th century A.D. become more and more abounding 
with religiosity, due to the dominance of Roman Catholicism, 
leading to a severe lesser state of worshipping God in spirit and 
in truth. In this, the multitudes believed themselves to be firmly 
foundational upon the Rock which is the Lord, yet were in 
essence sinking into the sand of spiritual despair and depravity, 
due greatly because of accustomed adherence to religious 
doctrines, philosophies and traditions. Within the endeavors of 
insidious religion, the multitudes were placing great emphasis 
upon their religiously intellectual stature; although the physical 
realm mimic of the actual spiritual relationship led their 
endeavors away from the reality of the Lord! This is the reason 
that Jesus stated that they (the multitudes) were actually 
spiritually dead (v. 3:1), had necessity to awaken from their 
delusional slumber (v. 3:2), and repent (turn back to God) (v. 
3:3); lest they be completely unprepared for what is assuredly 
coming. During and from the time of the “Great Reformation,” 
the majority of Christian denominations and sects have 
emphasized—“do this and don’t do that”; placing greatest 
emphasis upon the works of humankind to regulate the world 
and bodies of believers, and less emphasis upon the work of the 
Holy Spirit and the fulfillment of prophesy regarding the end 

741 cf. Matthew 23:1-39, specific vs. 13-33.
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times! The church (for the most part, minus the remnant) has 
been, and continues to be spiritually dead; for the majority of 
believers have yet to heed the warnings! Ignorance and religious 
complacency will avail not as excuses!742 The Lord considers 
“religious complacency” to be the epitome of abomination 
(Ezekiel 8:1-18, specific vs. 16-18)! 

The traditions of the “Reformed” Christian religion have ◦
absolutely nothing to do with the God of the Bible, and 
everything to do with personal and congregational religious 
carnal prowess! Deceptive traditions were carried forth 
through the supposed Great Reformation Period, vice 
discarded, because the desires of the flesh instigates physical 
realm celebrations to supposedly prove a union with God; 
thus complete ignorance regarding the imperative of 
worship in spirit and truth, lends credence to importance of 
human celebration and emotional responses there from. 
Christian religious leadership in accordance to the teachings ◦
of John Calvin (Calvinism), and other such reformers as 
John Knox, yet emphasizes authority to convince, convict 
and render decisions as to God’s will for the world and 
individuals; which actually falls directly under God’s 
sovereign: volition, strength, righteousness, goodness, and 
efficacious work.743 

In this, little acknowledgement or effort is actually directed •
upon and for the Lord; except by: concept, conjecture, 
assumption, proclamation and religious indulgence. 
In this, focus is emphasized to be of necessity upon religious •
leadership; leaving little focus and trust by multitudes to be 
righteously upon the Lord! This is a directive by which the 
people of Sardis were of mention as being asleep and in need of 
turning back to God (repenting); for His is the only actual 
leadership upon the narrow path which leads to righteousness 
(His righteousness).744 Although human beings would like to 
believe we can perform God’s work in His stead; the fact 

742 cf. Jude 1:1-25; Matthew 24:1-25:46; Galatians 2:1-4:11; Philippians 3:1-21; 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-17; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 1 John 3:1-4:21.

743 cf. 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6; Galatians 5:1-26; John 16:7-15.
744 cf. Romans 10:1-4; Matthew 7:13-23; 1 Timothy 1:3-19.
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remains that God Himself functions quite well in accordance 
to His good, acceptable and perfect will, and the kind intention 
of His will; this purposefully with great intricacy on an 
individual basis (personal anointing) in the lives of His adopted 
legitimate children, as He leads us forward to His return and 
inevitable kingdom of righteousness.745 Religious traditions 
which celebrate aspects of history, directly evidences a religious 
refusal to move forward with the Lord; thus as He moves 
forward within His good, acceptable and perfect will, 
religiously ignorant individuals (the multitudes) refuse to 
follow, and thereby remain behind as by spiritual slumber and 
stagnancy! 
An additional human emphasis which occurred during the time •
period represented by the church at Sardis was the supposed 
necessity for “scholasticism.”  

With protest (Protestant reform) coming forth to dispute ◦
the Catholic doctrinal teachings that a life of personal 
righteous works was necessary in addition to God’s grace in 
order to be saved, great secular emphasis was placed upon 
intellectual debates; which led to many different scholars 
attempted to prove their theorems regarding 
“interpretation” of the Bible, which instigated additional 
denominational sects. Although actual servants of God are 
not to be argumentative or quarrelsome, the different 
factions of Catholic and Protestant leadership felt it 
necessary to be disputatious as each faction or sect 
attempted to prove their individual points of human 
emphasis; from which arose excessive pride, arrogance, 
pedantry, aggressiveness, and belligerence!  
As time progressed with the different factions and sects ◦
attempting to prove themselves right and everyone else 
wrong, disassociation occurred which led to many different 
religious doctrines and the denominations which adhered to 
the separate doctrines; this leading to further discord 
between the factions and sects, which further damaged the 
Body of Christ (church), as the different members of the 

745 cf. Romans 12:1-21; Philippians 2:1-18; Hebrews 12:1-29.
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body no longer associated with the other members of the 
same body in a unified fashion. Rather than the edification of 
the body as a whole in accordance to God’s anointing upon 
each individual member working in conjunction with the 
other members, what came forth was increased importance 
for strengthening on an individual basis aloof edification and 
strengthening for other members; thus self-centeredness 
grew as precedent to abounding proportions in accordance 
to the human sinful nature aloof the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
The exuberant and unethical “love of self” within religion 
has caused great harlotry, as devotion is no longer affixed to 
anyone aloof one’s own desires and whims! What became 
directly evident was that the children (Reformed Church) of 
the harlot mother (Roman Catholicism) learned harlotry 
well in accordance to Satan’s deceptive willful purpose within 
“religion”! The climax of this crescendo will be forthcoming 
within the church at Laodicea.  

 
Please consider the following factors: 
There are two basic principles (three sources) of “faith” followed by 
most men regarding the existence of God (Scholastic Theology). 
 

Corpus Juris Canonici (Gratian)—I believe in order that I may •
know. 

 
This is a potential basis of walking by faith, for we must never attribute 
faith to only those things we personally can explain and/or fully under-
stand. When we trust God for growth and increase, we then submit to 
Him so as to learn; thereby gaining actual knowledge.746  
 

Corpus Juris Canonici is the only foundation of faith-based ◦
investigation which may potentially lead to any form of 
spiritual understanding; for “believing” precedes spiritual 
discernment and appraisal, as discernment and the ability to 
appraise are gifts from God. 

 

746 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-18; Hebrews 11:1-40.
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Sic et Non (yes or no) (Abaelard)—I believe that which I may •
understand. Abaelard was a bit confusing in his belief system.  

Although he had stated that belief was necessary in order to 
know (Corpus Juris Canonici), he also stated that faith had to 
be founded upon inquiry and experience; this obviously 
contradictory. This borders on the teachings of Immanuel Kant 
(A.D. 1724-1804), who believed that knowledge could not exist 
apart from human reason and scientific investigation. Kant 
believed that God is solely a postulate of human consciousness; 
therefore God is but a subjective function of the human mind. 
In a like manner as Kant went to the extreme conjecturing we 
can reason and thereby fully understand God; this is but the 
work of arrogance. On far too many occasions, men have 
started out to accomplish something effective in regard to 
better knowing God, yet failing to beware in their endeavors as 
by appropriate focus, soon fell short of godly intent as by 
distraction, human intellect, and failure in using one’s measure 
of faith.747 It should always be remembered—without faith it is 
impossible to please God, as God is opposed to the proud but 
gives GRACE to the humble; therefore, God’s giving of grace 
is preceded by an individual’s humble submission by faith, 
which is preceded by denial of “self” (individuality).  

The teachings of Abaelard came forth from a foundation of 
human reason, which is a basis of Papal Catholicism. Although 
Abaelard was not liberally close minded as was Kant, he yet 
placed emphatic insistence upon that which is fully understood; 
therefore the efficiency of the sacraments.  

Sic et Non is the foundational basis of scholastic religion; ◦
thus religion based upon human reason. This is not 
foundational to faith, for this form of religious endeavor 
attempts to place God within the realm of human intellect 
and scientific investigation; thus the god which is sought is 
variable and changes with the passing of time in accordance 
to human intellectual understanding and secular growth. 

Libri Quatour Sententiarum (Four Books of Sentences) •
(Peter the Lombard): Peter the Lombard was the father of 

747 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-24; 1 Timothy 1:3-17.
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Systematic Theology in the Catholic religion. The Lombard 
produced the most popular theological text-book referencing 
dogmatic theology of the Middle Ages; much of this derived 
from his being a proponent of both Abaelard (more so) and 
Gratian. The seven sacraments were emphasized by Peter the 
Lombard; with the elements being transmuted into the body 
and blood of Christ (transubstantiation) during the sacrament 
of communion (Eucharist). Peter taught that communion is a 
sacrifice; although the Scriptures state that the Lord’s Supper is 
an act of remembrance.748  

Libri Quatour Sententiarum is the foundational basis of ◦
ritualistic religion; which seeks God’s grace (unmerited 
favor) as by religious endeavors. 

 
The most terrible aspect of what was and yet continues to happen within 
the religious life of multitudes, and this from times of antiquity; is that 
they allow themselves to be kept (religiously) from understanding as to 
personal intimate fellowship with the Lord; thereby also being kept 
from knowledge of the truth which is rendered and received during ac-
tual intimate fellowship with God. As by the bondage of intellectual 
and deceptive religion, that which is realistically true (personal fellow-
ship with God; imperative participatory communion) remains but a 
concept! When one form of religious doctrine was exchanged for 
another and then another, spiritual destitution remained and expanded; 
thus for the past few centuries humankind has been led to seek God in 
the “flesh” as by physical realm means (religion), and this opposing to 
God as the human sinful nature (emotional self; individuality) is dia-
metrically opposed to the Holy Spirit’s masterful leadership (spiritual 
relational reality)! The harshness of spiritual depravity always occurs 
when we (members of the human race) begin to seek answers pertaining 
to God, by any means other than from the Lord; therefore, the reality 
of God is rejected, as devotion for God is replaced with devotion for 
“self,” as within our carnal insecurities our flesh guides our endeavors 
through pride and arrogance! This reality proves that multitudes have 
never actually had the measure of faith within them righteously actuated 
by the Lord during His preparatory drawing unto the reality of the 

748 cf. 1 Corinthians 11:1-34.
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Christ; for although the measure of faith exists within all created in 
God’s image (spiritually), the reality of it when righteously activated by 
God excludes—arrogance which is “pride” based!749 The entire problem 
remains foundational to carnal endeavors in seeking God; for although 
the Lord seeks our devotional loyalty and obedience, during the 
Reformation Period, human intellect became the precedent which 
brought forth emphasized endeavors of religiosity in the flesh, which 
led to avoidance of submission unto God’s good, acceptable and perfect 
will (in actuality)! 

HISTORY 

Sardis was the chief city of Lydia, which was under a fortified spur of 
Mt. Tmolus within the Hermus valley. Sardis was set among the cliffs 
at the road junctions of central Asia Minor, Ephesus, Smyrna and 
Pergamum; located approximately 30 miles southeast of Thyatira. 

The city of Sardis was under the rule of King Croesus, and was a 
seat of Roman governors after the Persian defeats. Sardis was a city re-
nowned for its arts, crafts and great wealth, derived from the gold 
retrieved from the Pactolus River which passed through the city. This 
was the first city where gold and silver coinage was minted, a city de-
feated by the Persians due to the presumptuous arrogance of King 
Croesus, and a city of great pride and material wealth derived also from 
its carpet, jewelry, dye, and textile industries. 

The citadel of Sardis along with the city itself was captured by Cyrus 
and his Persian armies in 549 B.C. They gained access to this virtually 
impregnable city, via a secret path up through the cliffs. The city of Sardis 
was virtually ruined by a tremendous earthquake in A.D. 17. Although 
the Roman Empire attempted to rebuild the city of Sardis after the earth-
quake, the city never returned to its extreme wealth and prosperity.  

The most famous person from Sardis was Croesus. Croesus was the 
king of Sardis who stored his vast wealth at the city. Croesus accrued 
his vast wealth by not only the wealth of the city via its gold and carpet 
industry, but also by his exploits to conquer other lands. Croesus 
conquered Ephesus in the approximate year of 560 B.C.; then proceeded 
to conquer most of the lands of Asia Minor. During the rule of Croesus, 
the temple of Artemision was constructed in Ephesus. The wealth of 

749 cf. Romans 12:1-3, specific v. 3; John 6:44, 45, 65; 14:15-21; James 4:1-10; Hebrews 5:8-10.
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Croesus had been renowned for centuries, as he controlled a vast empire, 
until he was defeated by Cyrus of Persia in 549 B.C. 

ADMONITION TO BE WATCHFUL 

The admonition to be watchful held much meaning for the people of 
Sardis. When King Croesus had retreated to the city of Sardis upon being 
pursued by Cyrus, he dropped his guard as he felt the city was impreg-
nable; realizing too late that it was not. The people of Sardis were well 
aware of the city’s being defeated because of the previous failure to be 
watchful. Past experience forced them to reminisce the consequences of 
failing to watch in this situation, for they were quite aware of sudden ons-
laught and defeat. The Lord was drawing upon the city’s history, to force 
their attention to the problem at hand, i.e. all but a few had fallen asleep 
spiritually, being now on the verge of complete spiritual desolation 
(death). A danger which existed then which continues to this very day, 
remains that those who have fallen asleep spiritually, while yet dreaming 
of proper service unto the Lord yet without righteous fruition, fail to be 
watchful for all concerned (spiritually—themselves and others); for when 
individuals who could have been reached with news of the immensity of 
God, are passed by because of the spiritual destitution of those who should 
have reached out to them, no one receives spiritual edification and un-
derstanding; which could have led to knowledge from the Lord! This yet 
occurs frequently even to this day, as individuals visit one church after 
another seeking truth regarding the Lord; yet as God is kept from the 
endeavors because of spiritual slumber, individuals rarely come to knowl-
edge of the truth they seek. This reality is described in detail regarding 
the church at Laodicea (current-day church); as the truth (the Lord God) 
has been rejected by the church and the door closed to deny Him access! 

FAILURE TO BE WATCHFUL 

Just as the church at Sardis had fallen asleep spiritually, so also hap-
pened to the Reformation churches for centuries thereafter. Many of 
the Reformation churches began to produce individuals who pro-
claimed the faith-based upon the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, yet 
almost immediately turned from the proper path of ministry 
(reconciliation).750 

750 cf. 2 Corinthians 3:1-6:10; 1 Timothy 6:3-19.
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The Reformation church leaders began to work for the state 
(Germany, France, Holland, etc.) and the church, instead of for the 
Lord Jesus Christ! This mix up in priorities allowed the works of sec-
ularism to increase within the teachings regarding the faith, while 
placing tremendous restrictions upon the usefulness of the church 
leaders regarding proclamation of truth. 

When congregational leaders would attempt to once again separate 
Gospel teachings from the instruction of the state or church conven-
tional leadership, they would find themselves introducing traditions, 
catechisms and rituals which caused their teachings to become spiritually 
lifeless and cold. This pretense of socialistic ways would ultimately cause 
deception to enter into the teaching of the Gospel of Christ. Terrible 
Papal persecutions occurred prior to and during the Reformation years; 
for Satan repeatedly sends his servants (inadvertent or otherwise) to 
stop proclamation of truth, so as to force return to complacency within 
ritualistic, doctrinal, and philosophical religion which is void of spiritual 
edification. 

The deeds in Sardis were never completed. The believers in Sardis 
had begun the true works of the Gospel, yet had stopped being receptive 
to the Holy Spirit. This led most within the church at Sardis to retreat 
back to their ways prior to conversion.751 The church in Sardis (minus 
the remnant) became wrapped up in their secular surroundings, and 
failed to continue forward on the righteous path.752 They had begun 
the works of spiritually led believers (years prior), yet never completed 
what they had started; for lack of devotional focus upon the Lord led 
quickly and efficiently to double-mindedness, which then led to spiritual 
delusion. They became distracted from simplicity of devotion; wrapped 
up in their own arrogance, pride and past reputations (resting on one’s 
laurels).753 

The church in Sardis forgot the number one rule in evangelism, sub-
mit to the Holy Spirit by prayer and supplication for direction onto 
straight paths.754 The people of Sardis had done somewhat (only worse) 
the same thing as the people in Ephesus—they forgot their first love 
(long ago); thereby going astray from both devotion and submission 

751 cf. Luke 11:14-26.
752 cf. John 15:1-16:15; Luke 8:5-21.
753 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
754 cf. Proverbs 3:5-8; 4:18-27; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
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unto the Lord. The only difference being that the people of Ephesus 
continued to proclaim Gospel truth, and the people of Sardis did not, 
and had not for many years. 
 

Important Note—The people at Ephesus proclaimed Gospel •
truth from wrong motives; for motivation must be derived from 
disciplined devotional obedience unto God, and righteous 
anticipation of the powerful work of which God alone is 
capable. The people at Sardis proclaimed religious doctrine of 
rote (reformed tradition); thus neither Gospel truth nor the 
reality of relational worship in spirit and in truth was any longer 
proclaimed.755 

The greatest bungle which occurred during the “Great ◦
Reformation,” was failure to immovably return to 
worshipping God in both spirit and truth. As has been so 
prevalent throughout the history of the church, humankind 
(especially of the male gender) has always attempted to 
place themselves upon pedestals of notice and reverence; 
thereby placing great emphasis upon fabricated religious: 
doctrines, precepts and philosophies; of which, of course, 
they are the supposed masters of intellectual reason. It is 
due this repeated prideful foolishness which has kept focus 
upon human religious leadership, that the multitudes have 
been held in bondage to the schemes of Satan’s deceptions 
for generations! Due to the flagrant pride and arrogance of 
supposed spiritual leadership, and the lazy, complacent 
behavior of most believers, the necessity for true 
“reformation” had to come forth; this emphasized with the 
church at Philadelphia. 

The Church at Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) 

COMMENDATION—NONE 

Jesus said that the remnant (few) within the city of Sardis had not soiled 
their cloths (spiritual natures); this by acceptance of insidious religious 
doctrines (rote). Jesus said that these few would walk with Him in white, 

755 cf. Isaiah 29:1-16; specific vs. 12-16.

Christian Attitudinal Behavior254



as they were worthy. This statement by Jesus demonstrated that al-
though these individuals lived at the same location, they maintained 
separateness from the ways of the multitudes who Jesus called dead 
(spiritually).756 We know that these few were actually “very few”; for 
overall the church was without commendation.  
 
NOTE: Too many seeking to belong, fail to separate themselves from 
the behavior of the many. This is an outcome derived from mixed pri-
orities and love; thus double-mindedness and lack of righteous devotion. 
When we fail to love the Lord first and foremost, we allow the desires 
for secondary necessities to become precedent in our life; thus our at-
tentiveness turns toward secular priorities.757 This in turn opens the 
door to delusional religious fantasy, and being led astray with the many; 
for we no longer spiritually discern all things (a received gift in accor-
dance to God’s anointing); thereby our ability to actually walk by faith 
is diminished and/or destroyed.758  

Exulting in the tribulation brought forth by those around us, is a ne-
cessity if our hope is to fully manifest itself in our Lord.759 The imperative 
remains that we must maintain focus and devotion upon the Lord; for 
within devotional focus we are led to appropriate disciplined service and 
worship.760 Too many folks in Sardis and throughout church history have 
attempted to gain the rewards beyond the cross, without going to and 
through the cross. This cannot occur in reality; yet in accordance to un-
righteous pulpit proclamations, multitudes have believed a few choice 
words (simple confession) to be sufficient for salvation, although the 
Gospel truth contradicts this religious fantasy within the imperative that 
“knowledge” and “devotional submissive obedience” is of necessity!761 
The only way to the blessings of God is through the Lord Jesus Christ; 
for He is our High Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek!762 Being distracted by those around us or seeking to bypass 
the cross, leads strictly to spiritual desolation and defeat; for within carnal 

756 cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-5, contemplate instruction v. 5.
757 cf. Matthew 6:19-34.
758 cf. 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 John 3:1-24; 1 John 2:20-29.
759 cf. Romans 5:1-11, specific vs. 3-5; 1 Peter 1:3-4:6.
760 cf. John 4:20-24; Romans 12:1, 2; Hebrews 12:1-29.
761 cf. John 6:44, 45, 65; Romans 10:1-13, specific vs. 8-10; Philippians 1:6-11; 2:12, 13; 

Hebrews 5:8-10.
762 cf. John 14:1-15:17; Hebrews 5:1-7:28.

The Big If 255



superficiality the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) is denied or re-
jected! This is what happened in Sardis; for the following of doctrinal 
traditions (rote) fails to render the truth which can make us free!763 

The overcomers at the church of Sardis would: be clothed in white 
garments of purity; be guaranteed salvation (sealed for the day of re-
demption); would have their names proclaimed by Jesus to the Father 
and His angels. The “white garments of purity” demonstrates reward 
to those whom have put forth the devotional effort to separate them-
selves from sin and the ways of the world (including religion of rote); 
having remained separate by choice, regardless of secular con-
sequences!764 Although many will be saved by grace through faith, many 
will find their works come to ruin rather than reward, because they 
chose to remain religious and worldly (carnal).765 

 
The greatest hindrance to God’s work of sanctification is one’s •
own decisions and choices! Although there are many 
distractions in life, and even more so distractions within church 
(religious ekklaysia) settings which have the possibility of 
instigating distractive hindrance; the fact remains that actions or 
reactions can be for or against the Lord, this by personal choice! 
The reality of Christianity is solely “spiritual,” as God is 
worshipped, adored, and served in spirit and in truth; or He is 
not appropriately (righteously) worshipped, adored, or served at 
all! Religiosity will save and righteously guide no one; for 
although our corporeal bodies are necessary for the purpose of 
going forth, the fact remains that God’s leadership and our 
obedient following is solely spiritual, which is the reason our 
bodies must be presented as living and holy sacrifices, which is 
our spiritual service of worship766! 

REBUKE 

The church at Sardis was spiritually dead. They once had good works 
(instruments of God’s both willing and working) for the sake of the 
Gospel, yet had relied upon their reputation to the point of becoming 

763 cf. John 8:31-47; Luke 8:4-21; Colossians 2:8-3:17.
764 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-23, specific vs. 11-15; 2 Timothy 3:1-4:8.
765 cf. 2 Timothy 2:1-26; 2 John 1:1-11; James 2:18-26.
766 cf. Romans 12:1, 2.
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dead in their faith, while believing themselves to remain spiritually alive; 
they had become void of the Holy Spirit’s guidance.767 The letter to 
Sardis did not begin with commendation for the few true followers 
(remnant) of the Gospel. The church at Sardis (minus the very few) had 
illusions as to their relational stature, thereby proclaiming of themselves 
levels of devotional obedience unto the Lord which did not realistically 
exist. If Jesus had started the letter with a message of commendation, 
the arrogance of the many may have been boosted to the point that 
they would not have listened any further. Jesus in His wonderful wisdom 
stated His message to the church as necessary, so the believers there 
would not stay upon their dead faith. As always—the wisdom and love 
of Jesus is astounding! 

The people of Sardis were known for their works. Those who heard 
of these works may have very well been fooled, as superficially most do 
not look past the surface for the essence of the internal truth (God’s in-
dwelling; or not). Jesus was never fooled by the use of works, for He 
searches the heart and mind (core of motive).768 He knew that the people 
of Sardis believed their own stories (now grandiose), and He knew their 
delusion would hold them to dormancy within their faith. Jesus warned 
the believers at Sardis, that if they would not wake up and once again 
walk their faith, He would come like a thief at a time which they did not 
know, and would bring punishment and judgment (v. 3:3). The people 
of Sardis realized what was said to them in this form of warning! As 
Sardis was in the mountain area adjacent to the valley, thieves would 
come up at night and be upon the inhabitants of households when they 
least expected it. This warning by Jesus brought realization to the people 
of a potential threat, explained in a way totally understood. 

With the many warnings rendered in the Gospel as to potential 
threat of spiritual attack, it is quite a shame that multitudes of believers 
yet refuse to: awaken from their spiritual slumber, be vitalized by the 
Gospel truth (which is taught by the Holy Spirit), and don the full armor 
of God; for victorious freedom! Actually walking by faith being led by 
the Holy Spirit (God) is a reality which is unknown by multitudes; for 
the reality is proven only by God’s indwelling, and an individual’s anoint-
ing foundational to pure truth!769 

767 cf. Galatians 5:1-26.
768 cf. Acts 15:6-18; Hebrews 4:1-16.
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NOTE: It is very important that congregations not consider themselves 
to be alive spiritually, by comparison to other congregations, where they 
once were, or by financial status. The spiritual growth of multitudes 
(with all probability multiple millions / billions) has been stagnated by 
mimicking the behavior of other delusional spiritually stagnant indi-
viduals and congregations; directly indicated by those who count 
spiritual success by: mammon, adherence to manmade traditions be-
lieved to be pleasing to the Lord, and by trusting in physical realm 
religion (emphasized by signs and wonders) as proving faith.770 

 
Of importance—actual signs (saymeion) and wonders (teras) •
were of the Lord for the purpose of assisting the Jews within 
the transition from physical realm religion; as designated by 
God (Levitical Law); to the imperative for faith with the 
coming of the Messiah.771 The signs (semeiois) and wonders 
(terasin) emphasized through individuals since the time Israel 
was temporarily set aside for acceptance of Gentiles according 
to the will of God, are counterfeit for the purpose of deception! 
Although God can perform miraculously when it is His will to 
do so, human instruments are no longer utilized or empowered 
for this purpose! With Satan’s influence within “religion” for 
the purpose of deceiving, the potential threat remains 
considerable! 

STEPS FOR RESTORATION 

Jesus told the church at Sardis (Revelation 3:2, 3) to: 
 

Wake up! The church at Sardis was living in a slumberous state •
(illusionary). They relied upon what had once been 
accomplished for the faith, yet now were only dreaming of their 
successes (resting upon laurels). 
Strengthen what little remained. Jesus was telling them to •
strengthen what little faith and appropriate motivation 

769 cf. 1 John 2:20-29.
770 cf. Hebrews 11:1-16; Luke 16: 1-15; Romans 14:1-18; 1 Corinthians 12:20-31; 2 

Corinthians 10:1-18; Galatians 4:1-11; reiteration—1 Timothy 6:3-21.
771 Galatians 2:1-3:29, emphasis 3:16-25; Matthew 10:1-6; 12:39-41; 15:24; Mark 8:11, 12; 

Luke 11:14-36; John 6:22-40.
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remained, before that too became cold and dead. This would be 
accomplished only by returning to: the foundation which is 
Christ (appropriate devotional focus and obedience), sound 
doctrine (appropriate disciplined diligent studies), and humble 
submission unto the Lord so as to receive His masterful 
leadership as by actual fellowship with Him! The best example 
would have been the very few spoken of by the Lord; yet those 
who refuse to listen and learn from the remnant devotional to 
God, always remain stagnant! 
Remember what they had received and heard regarding the •
faith. This was a call to look 
back, and return to the former ways and teachings (again—•
devotional proclamation of sound doctrine (Gospel truth) 
without variation, compromise, or excuse). 
Keep it. This is exhorting the believers to live their faith and do •
what they know is right (the only righteous action by believers 
is to believe in and trust God for appropriate spiritual success 
and victory).772 
Repent. The believers needed to return their focus upon the •
Lord, so that they may start anew to live the faith and proclaim 
Gospel truth to others—by word and deed (by example, not 
hypocrisy). In this context as with any form of appropriate focus 
for spiritual success, we must place our focus immovably upon 
the Lord; for He alone leads upon the narrow path of 
righteousness (reiteration—His righteousness)! 

A considerable problem within congregational and ◦
denominational settings regarding a religious mindset is 
that the wide path of religiosity is adhered to with no 
specific direction within God’s righteousness. The members 
of congregations and denominations continue on the same 
path with hopes of reaching a harmonious destination, yet 
how can this occur when the path upon which they journey 
is not the narrow path upon which the Lord leads! The 
appropriate destination cannot be reached, when all the 
paths designated by “religion” lead in opposing directions. 
Repentance for appropriate direction from the Lord is a 

772 cf. Romans 4:1-25.
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wonderful thing, and can happen when appropriate 
decisions are rendered! 
Note regarding the word—“repent.” The word “repent” ◦
indicates to stop and turn around, stop and turn back, 
change of orientation. Because the most popular definition 
as utilized in religious proclamation is to turn from sin, 
multitudes have been driven away from the Lord as they 
have been led to believe a level of righteousness must be 
achieved in order to be accepted by God; although nothing 
is further from the truth.773 Because most believers follow 
the foolish leadership of others who make confident 
assertions without actual knowledge, and because speaking 
in ignorance brings forth harm; the word “repent” should 
never be spoken to non-believers, but rather the emphasis 
for acceptance by God and the salvation which He freely 
gives, should be and must remain directly associated with 
God’s grace! Christian ministry is a ministry of 
reconciliation!774 

Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The church at Philadelphia represents the spiritual revival period for 
the expanded proclamation of the Gospel truth A.D. 1730-1953. It was 
during this period in history that many great evangelists came forward, 
and proclaimed the Gospel like never before in the history of the church. 
The overseas missions’ network was established during this two-hun-
dred-year period. It must be remembered, as prior to this (indicated by 
the church at Sardis) the spiritual wellbeing of the multitudes was illu-
sionary, cold and dying; therefore, this period of reviving from a state 
of imminent spiritual slumber and potential death had to occur! 

Spiritual revival remains active even today, through devotional, dis-
ciplined, and obedient individual servants of the Lord; because the 
door to the church has shut out the Lord (spiritual truth and reality) 
since A.D. 1954. This reality is witnessed within (Laodicea). Just as it 

773 cf. Romans 5:8-21.
774 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1-21, specific vs. 14-21.
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was in Philadelphia in the first century A.D., so it is today as the remnant 
(few) who truly love the Lord are not being deterred by the ways of 
the world or insidious religion. The remnant of uncompromising be-
lievers is diminishing (now a remnant of the remnant), as the church 
is being pressured to: condone, tolerate, accept and justify (by doctrine) 
wretched inappropriate: teachings, behavior, and worship practices. 
The unity within God’s righteousness necessary for the spiritual edi-
fication and success of all is in terrible jeopardy; because those willing 
to compromise (multitudes) criticize those who stand firm (remnant 
who remain staunch)!775 

 
A considerable effort was put forth to return to diligence in •
handling accurately the word of truth (Gospel; sound doctrine) 
during the Fundamentalist movement of the later 1800s A.D. 
During this movement, all that was inappropriate in 
worshipping God in spirit and in truth was denied for the sake 
of relational righteousness (right doing). Although a 
considerable effort was put forth, it did not last but for a few 
years, this as efforts fade quickly when under attack by the 
multitudes; for debates lead to prideful endeavors which 
displease the Lord, thereby causing opposition to the God of 
absolute holiness and righteousness!776 

Because by human nature multitudes tend to follow the ◦
status quo of the majority, and by human nature we attempt 
to please God as by religious manmade righteousness in 
thinking our endeavors to adorn somehow please God; 
belligerence came forth between the multitudes and the 
fundamentalists, mostly due to the fleshly insistence to 
continue religious traditions (holidays), even though there is 
actually no righteous reality to “Christian holidays”; for 
“rote” and Christianity have nothing in common!777  
The primary reason that the fundamentalist movement as ◦
indicated by the church at Philadelphia failed for the 
multitudes is simple; the first step in actually following the 

775 cf. Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Peter 4:1-19.
776 cf. James 4:1-17.
777 cf. Isaiah 29:13-16; 64:1-12; Galatians 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:6-21.
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Lord is—“denial of self” (the sinful nature; human volition; 
individuality); thus as the multitudes have never learned nor 
practiced “denial of self” for the purpose of devotionally 
following the Lord, within generations upon generations 
only a remnant have worshipped and served the Lord 
righteously in accordance to God’s masterful leadership!778 
At some point in the life of every believer, the individual 
should seek to mature (stand erect and walk); this occurring 
only after taking the first infant step of—“denial of self” 
(denial of physical realm carnal desires and personal 
volition); for without taking this first step, individuals 
continue to crawl as they remain spiritual infants!779 When 
individuals refuse to “deny self,” the reason remains the 
guardian of the sinful nature, which is foolish adolescent 
pride; as God is opposed to the “proud” but gives grace to 
the humble, it should be remembered that God’s grace is 
imperative for salvation! The church at Philadelphia 
represents the remnant whom (individual matter) have 
accomplished and practiced the imperative of “denial of 
self” (selflessness); for God cannot work within those who 
remain in opposition to Him, which includes the work of 
God (drawing and teaching) which divinely brings 
individuals unto the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ)! 

A simple fact—actual devotion for another cannot occur ⁃
while idolatry of “self” yet exists (full of “self”; 
narcissism)! Failure to realize this fact and afford 
appropriate change (selflessness) for the sake of someone 
else is the reason for both superficial relationships with 
God, and divorce from marriage due to superficial 
emotional love. 
Throughout the book (Big If) an emphasis is placed ⁃
upon the imperative to deny “self”; this for an extremely 
important reason! Without a willingness to “deny 
personal volition and carnal desires,” there will not 

778 Romans 8:17, specific v. 14.
779 cf. Matthew 16:21-28; reiterations—Colossians 2:1-23, specific vs. 8-23; 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; 14:20; 2 Corinthians 5:9-21; Hebrews 5:12-6:3. 
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actually be a willingness to follow the Lord. As those 
who are actually led by the Lord are His legitimately 
adopted children; without being led by the Lord, what 
prove is there of the actual relationship! With 
multitudes, the words of the Gospel remain vain, as the 
reality of the Gospel (implanted truth) remains open for 
debate; although not; for individuals fail to realize that 
God set standards of our obedience for our benefit, and 
actually works within us for righteous fulfillment of the 
standards, so that He (the Lord God) may be our Father 
and we His children!780 Nowhere in the Gospel did the 
Lord God render the word—“please,” for the 
instructions for devotional obedience are commanded; 
not requested! Until an individual is devotionally willing 
to “deny self,” there will be no necessary submission (or 
actual selfless devotion), which is imperative for the 
Lord to take us beyond the carnality of the flesh and 
world, unto the spiritual reality which leads to freedom 
in Christ!781 A primary problem which has kept 
multitudes from the Gospel truth, remains that 
multitudes expect God to bless them, while they 
ignorantly reject personal obedience pertaining to 
responsibilities and duties necessary to the receiving of 
God’s blessings; this generally because multitudes 
although claiming to know and love the Lord, remain 
completely aloof the reality of God as He does not know 
them as His legitimate children, because they have never 
humbly and reverently acquiesced unto God for the 
reality to take place.782 The deceptive captivity 
foundational to “religion” holds a plethora of individuals 
in darkness; which stays them from realization of the 
spiritual relational reality; thus multitudes have no idea 
whatsoever regarding the guile and schemes of Satan 
utilized within “religion”! During the fundamentalist 

780 cf. emphasis—2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Philippians 1:6; 2:1-13.
781 cf. Matthew 16:24-26; John 8:31-36; 15:1-17.
782 cf. John 6:44, 45, 65; 14:6, 7.
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movement these truths were proclaimed by the remnant 
who had experienced the reality of God; yet they were 
rejected, partially because those (multitudes) aloof the 
reality of God do not listen to truth pertaining to the 
reality, and partially because several of the 
fundamentalists began to insist upon righteous change, 
which was beyond the purview of their authority and 
responsibility.783  
Personal Note: I personally sought the Lord 
“religiously” for four years, prior to coming to the reality 
of God as by His indwelling! It was only through the 
seeking of “pure truth” that the reality of God’s divine 
work (preparing, drawing, teaching, indwelling, and 
anointing) occurred; which revealed the spiritual 
relational reality. Prior, I had no idea of the reality, but 
rather only religious assumption and conjecture; with this 
reality realized, it becomes plainly evident why multitudes 
remain aloof the reality of God which is realized only by 
His actual indwelling; for without the actual spiritual 
experience of the intimate presence of God, individuals 
can only guess within ignorance, as they remain void of 
actual knowledge of the truth (His presence)! 

HISTORY 

Philadelphia was founded by Attalus II Philadelphus (159-138 B.C.). 
The city was known as the city of brotherly love, because of the king’s 
devotion to his brother Eumenes. The city was located 28-30 miles 
southeast of Sardis. 

The city of Philadelphia was an outpost for Hellenism in the land 
of Anatolia. The city was located at the base of Mt. Tmolus upon a well 
defended hill, across the Hermos Valley from Sardis. Philadelphia was 
a city located upon volcanic soil, due to the previous volcanic activity. 
The city of Philadelphia was a city racked with earth tremors; this led 
many of the city’s inhabitants to move outside of the city, being fearful 
of death should a tremor bring the destruction of the city. Concern for 
the structural integrity of the city was warranted, as in A.D. 17 the city 

783 cf. 1 John 4:1-6; 1 Peter 5:1-11.
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was utterly destroyed by a great earthquake in the area. The earthquake 
was destructive to many cities, yet Philadelphia was the worst hit, being 
itself centered over the quake epicenter. 

The church at Philadelphia was strong in their endeavors to proclaim 
and live according to the Gospel.784 The church was not rebuked by 
Jesus, because although there was but a little power (received from the 
Lord), a great abounding devotion for Him within the few whom 
claimed the faith yet remained. Jesus spoke attributes of His deity to 
the church so as to proclaim Himself as God, thereby further strength-
ening His church there; for within the reality of actual Christianity, our 
existence and purpose are fully and completely foundational to Him! 
Jesus emphasized that He: is holy, true, holds the key of David, opens 
and closes doors. By these statements Jesus is demonstrating that He 
is: without sin,785 truthful,786 within the lineage of David,787 in actual-
ity—God.788 
 

A “little power” explained: The potential for reaching •
multitudes with the good news of the Gospel is nonexistent! 
Because of the insidious nature of religion due to strong 
demonic influence, the number of human beings who 
devotionally seek the truth is but a remnant. The “little power” 
of mention is directly related to the aforementioned fact, and 
the fact that but a remnant of believers will be reached with the 
Gospel truth unto an abounding relationship with the Lord 
(spiritual relational reality). The “little power” of mention 
makes emphasis of the potential for reaching multitudes which 
has been lost by both demonic instigations and influence, and 
the foolishness of human pride, arrogance and emotionalism, 
in attempting to prove God and do His work; which in all cases 
is futile and recklessly stupid; for God works through His true 
servants to reach the few within whom has been witnessed a 
righteous spark for actual selfless devotion. The true servants 
of God place the salvation of others and the reaching of the 

784 cf. Matthew 7:1-27.
785 cf. 1 John 3:1-18, specific vs. 3-5; Hebrews 4:14-16.
786 cf. John 14:1-7; 1 John 5:1-21, specific vs. 9-21.
787 cf. Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38.
788 cf. John 1:1-18; 14:1-26, specific vs. 6, 7.



remnant as highest priority; second only to maintaining focus 
and fellowship upon and with the Lord! For this reason, the 
remnant of devotional servants continue to go forth in 
attempts to speak the truth of Christianity (as distinguished 
from the Christian religion); even so, through the harshness 
and tribulation of confrontation by the multitudes who 
religiously argue and thereby fight against the truth, for 
somewhere within the multitudes are yet a few individuals who 
seek fulfillment of purpose within an intimate relationship with 
God; for in actuality we were all created by Him and for 
Him!789 The “little power” is the one thing which we guard at 
all times; for it is the blessing from God which allows us 
immovable focus and devotional servanthood against all 
adversity, to pass through the open door which leads to the 
individuals within whom is witnessed the righteous spark 
(God’s divine drawing process)! 

 
The attribute of Holiness is very important regarding Jesus, because 
He is absolutely holy and without sin. Although Scripture tells believers 
to be holy as He is holy, we are yet sinful and only cleansed by the blood 
of Jesus, and victorious by His faithfulness.790 The cleansing from sin 
cannot occur if the cross is bypassed! To bypass the cross by one’s inap-
propriate behavior is to bypass the reality of fellowship with God! 
Higher levels of actual fellowship with God being necessary for spiritual 
success in a sinful, rebellious world should never be jeopardized!791  
 

Personal fellowship with the Lord should be sought after with •
absolute devotional: insistent, consistent, and disciplined 
diligence (Hebrews 12:7-11)! As fellowship with Him is the 
means by which: He teaches and we learn, He convinces and we 
receive convictions, He leads and we follow, He strengthens and 
we are strengthened, He blesses spiritually and we become 
spiritual (able to appraise and walk by faith), He calls and we 
serve; we should realize our purpose of existence is found in 

789 cf. Colossians 1:3-23; Ephesians 1:3-23; 6:10-20.
790 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Revelation 22:11-13; Romans 12:1-3; Ephesians 2:8-22; 1 Peter 

1:1-25;1 John 1:5-2:6.
791 cf. Isaiah 59:1-21; Psalm 66:1-20, please contemplate v. 18.
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Him, therefore intimate fellowship with Him must be 
imperatively maintained! 

 
As Holiness is to be separate from sin (physically and spiritually pure), 
Jesus is absolutely holy and righteous! This attribute of the Lord is 
prevalent within Scripture, and should be an attribute which each and 
every Christian strives to maintain by continual devotion to and identity 
with Christ.792 Holiness must be sought by believers; submitting to the 
Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification. Only God’s holiness is an absolute! 
 
Note: Sanctify (the work of sanctification; being made holy): to be set 
apart for God and His righteous purposes.793 

KEY OF DAVID 

The key holder held a position of authority within a kingdom, for the 
key holder could grant or deny personal access to the king. The indi-
vidual, whom held the key, was the only one capable of unlocking the 
doors to the king’s inner chambers.794 Jesus is the true key holder for 
the key of David, as we have accessibility to the Father only through 
the Son.795 When Jesus stated that He had “the key of David,” He was 
stating that He is the Messiah, the chosen One; the Christ—who alone 
holds the key of David and whose kingdom will endure forever.796 

Christ opened the doors of righteous fulfillment (Revelation 1:17, 
18), and service (Revelation 3:7, 8). Jesus stated that because the church 
had remained loyal in proclaiming His name and the truth of the 
Gospel, He would now keep them from the hour of testing which would 
come upon the whole earth. (Revelation 3:10, 11). 
 

The hour of testing will come during the “Bowl Judgments” •
and this during the time when God’s wrath is poured out upon 
sinful humanity; for sin and lawlessness has expanded greatly 
due to continual denial of and rebellion against the Lord (way, 
truth, and life). It is from both the hour of testing and the full 

792 cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5.
793 cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
794 cf. examples are illustrated in Isaiah chapters 22 & 26.
795 cf. John 14:6; Hebrews 7:1-10:39; cf. John 1:51.
796 cf. 2 Peter 1:1-11.
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wrath of God that true believers (actual legitimate sons and 
daughters; not illegitimate children) will be delivered.797 

The Church at Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) 

COMMENDATION: SPIRITUAL PROFILE 

The church of Philadelphia was a small yet motivated church. They 
refused to deny the name of Jesus and truth of the Gospel, although 
their refusal may bring suffering and death. The few proclaimed the 
truth of the Gospel even though surrounded by those held ignorantly 
captive to serve Satan as hindrances to proclamation of truth, who 
sought to cause the devoted church harm. The few remained strong 
in their faith, and retained their spiritual focus even though distrac-
tions were prevalent.798 The church at Philadelphia possessed a little 
power in them (personal devotional motivation with the Lord’s nur-
turing), as they sought to follow the Lord Jesus Christ without 
wavering. Having only had a little power within themselves, they 
trusted in the Lord for the strength of His might (rendered within 
His sufficient grace) needed to maintain their abounding faith, love, 
and servanthood.799 

 
Loving the Lord with all of one’s heart, all of one’s soul, all of •
one’s mind, and all of one’s strength, means to be devoted to the 
Lord with one’s all in all! This type of devotion which is 
appropriate for all who call upon the name of the Lord, leads to 
actual servanthood and steadfastness (immovability)! 
Selflessness (absolute denial of “self”) is imperative for this 
endeavor to begin and continue! 

If actual devotion which should come hither from the heart ◦
and spirit of believers actually occurred of one’s own 
volition (as was intended), and as is certainly warranted 
within sincere appreciation and gratitude from creation 
(capable of faith) to one’s Creator; a commandment would 
never had to be rendered to—LOVE THE LORD!  

797 cf. Matthew 7:21-27; 13:34-43; 24:4-28; Romans 4:1-8; 6:1-23; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 
Titus 2:1-15.

798 cf. 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
799 Psalm 31:1-24; Ephesians 6:10-18, specific vs. 10-12; Luke 17:5-10.

Christian Attitudinal Behavior268



True devotional believers as are emphasized by the church of •
Philadelphia know the imperative of immovable devotion for 
God, and although most believers are in need of constant 
nudging in order to continue moving forward within an 
appropriate righteous relationship with the Lord, the remnant 
which is emphasized within this church is motivated by loving 
appreciation; this setting them apart from the multitudes, for 
the Lord is our Master and King (One we serve) by choice of 
complete humble surrender!  

The mindset of the multitudes of having a Savior (God of ◦
convenience) while continuing within one’s carnal sensuality 
and mindset is absolutely unacceptable; as also is superficial 
devotion and half-hearted servanthood within compromise! 
It is due such insincerity as this that the harvest remains 
plentiful and the workers remain few!800 The Lord summed 
up this type of practiced (self-centered; un-righteous) 
behavior quite well to the church at Laodicea, when He 
emphasized that they make him want to vomit (spit; spew; 
emew) (Revelation 3:15, 16)! 

 
The church at Philadelphia is the example of how all churches (of 
Biblical ekklaysia standards) should be today. In the world as we know 
it now, and as they knew it then, legitimate children of God are sur-
rounded by a wicked and unbelieving generation which would like 
nothing more than to cause actual believers harm and distraction; this 
by any and all who are held captive by Satan to do his will, which is po-
tentially all who do not maintain immovable devotional focus upon the 
Lord! By the example set by the church in Philadelphia, we must remain 
attentive for the open door left us by Christ, remaining steadfast and 
gallant to pass through and proclaim the truth of the Gospel when op-
portunity arises; while never attempting to kick down doors because of 
carnal emotionality. 

Although many expositors believe that the church at Philadelphia 
represents the missionary church; this is not correct. Christianity has al-
ways been about reaching others with all sincerity, derived from devotion 
for the Lord our: Creator, God, Master, King, and Savior. From devotion, 

800 cf. Matthew 9:36-38; Romans 8:1-17.
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we proclaim the blessings of a personal relationship, while being decisive 
regarding worshipping God in spirit and in truth; within this, Christianity 
has always been about individuals reaching individuals with the good 
news of God’s: lovingkindness, kingdom, grace, and righteousness! 
 

The missionary church carried forth not only the Bible, but also •
the delusions and deceptions of human religious: doctrines, 
precepts, directives, and traditions. The servants of God as 
emphasized by the church at Philadelphia serve solely in 
proclamation of truth; for it is the Lord of light and truth we 
serve within our ministry of reconciliation!801 

Within our ministry of reconciliation, we proclaim not only ◦
the truth that God is not angry with humanity due to His 
atoning work, yet also proclaim that God desires all to draw 
near to him, so that none would perish; also we instruct the 
Gospel truth (reality behind the words) to those who seek 
righteous growth from God. Within our ministry, we do 
not: insist, command, demand, instigate, convince, and/or 
convict; for a person’s mindset for or against the Lord is 
derived from within, therefore they must arise the 
motivation necessary without any form of external 
insistence or convincing! As servants of God we realize that 
our potential successes from without, are far reaching from 
the Lord’s immense, righteous successes from within; thus 
we do our best in and during instruction, trusting God for 
potential righteous: growth, conviction, correction, wisdom, 
knowledge, understanding, and directives. Christianity is all 
about God; the church as Philadelphia knew this, thus 
leaving the imperative work of God unto fulfillment by God 
alone! We instruct pertaining to the truth; the Lord actually 
teaches the spiritual truth. 

The word “potential” aforementioned is precise and ⁃
warranted; for although God mercifully intends that 
individuals function within His righteous work of 
sanctification, the fact remains that an individual must 
prepare themselves to receive God’s blessings. Just as 

801 cf. 2 Corinthians 13:1-8, emphasis vs. 5-8.
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multitudes will refuse the truth of God’s love and thus 
perish in their sins, so also many believers refuse to deny 
“self” unto humble submission so as to receive the 
teaching, nurturing, and spiritual growth which is from 
God alone.  

Motivational laziness derived from a lack of ‣
appropriate devotion and focus for and upon the Lord, 
has much to do with believer’s failure to deny “self,” 
for the denial endeavor holds the imperative of strict 
spiritual discipline for the entirety of one’s life in 
human form; as the sinful nature seeks to emphatically 
control all individuals. The power of the Lord’s 
guidance and nurturing is of absolute necessity for 
victory over fleshly: desire, instigation, influence and 
indulgence; for the sinful nature is a powerful 
adversary!802 The fact of the adversarial sinful nature is 
a primary facet of life which is denied by multitudes, 
which leads the many to deny the truth about 
themselves; which is many times foundational to the 
spiritual cowardice which is prevalent within spiritual 
infants (babes). Multitudes seek quick and easy 
answers, instruction, worship strategies, times of 
supposed devotion, and answers to prayer; for this 
reason (self-centered laziness) multitudes of believers 
remain spiritually stagnant and fruitless, having never 
put forth the diligence for realization as to the 
immensity of God’s wonderful blessings! God blesses 
nothing less than disciplined devotional diligence; thus 
lazy, half-hearted, and double-minded efforts are 
mostly futile, for efforts of this type does nothing 
more than delude the individual!803 

 
The missionary church of the late 1800s and early 1900s went forth 
into the world carrying forward the inappropriate: doctrines, precepts, 
philosophies, and traditions of the Christian religion. Inasmuch as 

802 cf. Romans 7:1-25, specific vs. 15-25.
803 cf. James 1:19-27.
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drawing others into a form of religion which has traditions foundational 
to deception, the missionary church drew multitudes from one decep-
tive form of bondage directly into another deceptive form of bondage; 
which ensnares and deludes within variant forms of rote (the Christian 
religion)! The aforementioned physical realm aspects which have re-
mained even to this day are all part of a foolish physical realm mimic 
of the actual spiritual realm relationship which is actual Christianity; 
a primary form of the delusional bondage being the deception that 
physical realm aspects of worship and devotion constitute “Christianity” 
and walking by faith (although not). 

The church at Philadelphia was a church of true spiritual revival, for 
the reality of the Gospel truth was proclaimed without compromise, 
variation or excuse! This is not the same type of “revival” as is most 
commonly known which entices the emotions of the flesh; rather this 
actual type of spiritual revival is that which revitalizes the motivation 
of believers, so they remain within the reality of proper worship of God 
in spirit and in truth, without variation! The church at Philadelphia had 
great unity in their endeavors for the Lord; as without compromise in 
a unified fashion, all were invited to worship (open door) yet there was 
no tolerance for the insidious foolishness of religion! Within this form 
of righteous devotion and worship, the entire congregation worked to-
gether for the edification (spiritual prosperity) of all, while also each 
individual member of the body (church) sought abounding fellowship 
with the Lord, so that the body of believers at Philadelphia functioned 
together both efficiently and successfully!804 Wow, actual church be-
havior within Biblical standards (true Christianity)!805 

The Lord Jesus is currently opening doors for us as He did for them, 
with disciplined perseverance we must not allow the Synagogue of Satan 
(organized insidious religion which abounds with servants of delusive 
teachings) to deter us from our appointed and anointed tasks.806 Jesus 
continues to open the doors to true service and salvation; having since 
opening the doors prior to Philadelphia, remained the faithful witness 
upon whom our focus and devotion should remain.807 The church at 

804 cf. 1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Ephesians 4:1-32; Jude 1:17-23.
805 cf. 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40.
806 cf. Revelation 2:2, 3; Romans 16:17-20; 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17; Jude 1:1-25.
807 cf. Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 John 2:1-29.
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Philadelphia relied upon the Lord for His strength and guidance man-
ifest! The spiritual profile which they set should be an example for all 
who truly seek to serve the Lord in thought, word, and deed! This is a 
spiritual matter which is manifested in the physical realm; this being 
the purpose of our human form of existence (corporeality)! 

It is difficult to face this reality; only a remnant of believers (very 
few) actually worship righteously as did the church at Philadelphia. 
With the deceptive wiles of Satan (doctrines of demons) being so pro-
nounced within the Christian religion, the greatest numbers of believers 
(multitudes) have been led astray in attempts to worship the Lord of 
truth as by deceptive means (insidious religion)! The good news is that 
the Lord yet opens the door to reality for individuals who seek to know 
Him in truth, and then sends servants to proclaim the truth in love so 
that the appropriate spiritual relationship may move forward!808 The 
difficulty which lies within the ministry of God’s true servants (ministry 
of reconciliation and instruction of truth) is that we must attempt pro-
clamation regarding the necessity of entering into the spiritual realm 
so as to reap the benefits of the actual relationship; the greatest being 
actual fellowship with God which accompanies salvation.809 It is from 
actual fellowship that the imperative blessings are received, which in-
cludes: the ability to appraise all things, receiving knowledge of the 
truth; receiving of correction, chastisement and reproof if necessary; 
the receiving of agape love (which is spiritually based; God’s fruit); and 
the instilment of truth which makes us free, and allows us (in a main-
tained fashion) to walk in the light as He is in the light!810  
 

It should be remembered, although we instruct and attempt •
spiritual nurturing from without; the true blessings come from 
God within. It should also be remembered, discipline must be of 
mention to those who seek spiritual maturity; for personal 
discipline is imperative for all who seek growth beyond the 
elemental things of the world and teachings about the Christ; as 
it is for and by discipline that we endure!811  

808 cf.. Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
809 cf. Hebrews 6:4-12.
810 cf. 1 John 1:1-10.
811 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11, specific vs. 7-11; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.

The Big If 273



SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN 

The Synagogue of Satan was (and is) the unbelieving, whom claim a 
faith within a religious foundation aloof the sound foundation which is 
the Lord Jesus Christ.812 The antiquated Synagogue of Satan consisted 
of the Jews whom claimed to be the descendants of Abraham by birth. 
These Jews did not, and could not understand that the true descendants 
of Abraham were the congregation of Jews and Gentiles (alike; no dis-
tinction) whom: believed in the Lord and accepted His authority (God), 
understood Jesus to be the Messiah of prophesy, hear and abide in His 
word (Gospel), trust in His pure truth (which is trusting the reality of 
the Christ, as He is the essence of pure truth); thereby following the 
path of devotion.813 

The Jews of antiquity whom looked to the Messiah as someone who 
would bring others into their servanthood, yet refusing to believe in Jesus 
as the Messiah, were in actuality the Synagogue of Satan (Revelation 2:9). 
They followed not the Lord of truth, but rather the father of religious 
deception (the devil).814 The fact that the unbelieving Jews were not will-
ing to love their brethren who had realized and accepted the Messiah, 
made evident whom they served! The “Synagogue of Satan” were the 
Jews who claimed (deceived professing) to be within the family of God 
(true congregation), yet refused to understand that they were illegitimate 
children; evidenced by their insistence upon adherence to vain religious 
standards of antiquity. They continued to oppose the ministry of God’s 
children who were led to serve others; rather they continually sought to 
be followed and served by others. The Synagogue of Satan are those who 
although popular, influential and many times wealthy, remain spiritual 
destitute and in bondage to their own intellectual reasoning and sensual 
appetites.815 The unbelieving Jews of antiquity (Synagogue of Satan) will 
be forced someday to acknowledge Jesus as Lord, and bow before those 
whom they felt should bow before them (Revelation 3:9).816  

REVELATION 3:10 

The Revelation 3:10 passage is a passage indicating the safety of being 

812 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5.
813 cf. 2 Corinthians 3:1-18; John 8:1-58; 14:6; Luke 19:1-10; 20:27-21:4.
814 cf. 1 Peter 5:6-11; 1 John 3:4-18; 8:39-45.
815 cf. Mark 7:1-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16.
816 cf. Romans 14:1-12; Philippians 2:1-11.
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in Christ (cf. Romans 8:1, 2). We can see (spiritually) by this passage, 
that the sons and daughters (actual legitimate children) of God will be 
protected from the hour of intense testing which will befall those who 
dwell (Greek - katoikew; settled) in the world. 

 

It is imperative to understand, that only the legitimate (adopted) •
children of God will be kept from the hour of testing which will 
befall the entire world; those who believe they are children of 
God as by insidious religiosity or false hopes and beliefs 
(carnally based) will fall prey to the immense hour of testing, 
thereby in failing to realize their illegitimate state (not adopted 
sons and daughters of God) will curse God as if He is to blame 
for their having been deceived! 

Please remember, it is the responsibility of each believer to ◦
persevere with diligence within discipline to evidence the 
truth and walk therein (abide in the Word); thus when indi-
viduals are deceived and forced to suffer the consequences 
of the delusive bondage to which they have remained cap-
tive, they actually have no one to blame but themselves! It is 
the responsibility (duty) of every believer to test, examine, 
and judge ourselves righteously according to Biblical stan-
dards; the primary reason multitudes refuse to fulfill this 
duty is cowardice, as they refuse to believe the wretchedness 
of which we are all guilty, when aloof the—reality of God! 
Please remember, the primary defender of our sinful nature 
is—foolish adolescent (stubborn and rebellious) pride; 
which forces cowardice in the flesh (rejection of truth), fol-
lowed by spiritual destitution, which is the result of living in 
opposition to God, as He is opposed to the proud!817 The 
simple reality which is obscured to the carnally cowardice 
and spiritually destitute is the fact that God knows every-
thing about each of us (even to the number of hairs on our 
heads); therefore, multitudes reject investigation due fear of 
truth, although the Lord already knows the truth; thus the 
fear of multitudes (cowardice) is inappropriate as it also 

817 James 4:1-10.
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leads to fear of circumstances; for they have but to confess 
unto the Lord what He already knows, and acknowledge the 
truth to themselves, so that God may begin the good work 
of taking them beyond the flesh unto the spiritual reality 
within which is found pure truth (Jesus; glory of Christ) and 
righteous hope!818 Rejection of this truth is the reason why 
the cowardly will inherit the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone (second death)!819 

 
As we seek to ascertain the truth of this Scriptural verse, we must inspect 
the wording carefully. The verse emphasizes the fact that believers will 
be kept from the testing which will befall the whole world. This is an 
emphasis of the deliverance such as was upon the Israelites in Egypt; as 
the chosen of God were kept from the harshness of the plague judg-
ments, whereas those not chosen of God were forced to suffer the 
onslaught of the judgment. 
 

Although the actual legitimate children of God will be forced to •
endure the terrible aspects of the Great Tribulation Period up 
to the time of the sounding of the seventh (last) trumpet, the 
terrible hour of testing from which they will be kept will occur 
during the bowl judgments; which will begin immediately 
following true believers being “caught up” to meet the Lord in 
the air (Rapture). This is the context of how the actual children 
of God will be “kept from” the hour of testing which will befall 
the whole world; while those holding to but a concept of God 
and deliverance as by delusion will shockingly remain.820 

It should be realized; the true children of God will be taken, ◦
while others left behind! The associations kept (i.e. 
denominations; religious sects; acquaintances; friends; etc.) 
will matter not; for this is an individual matter pertinent 
only to the personal relationship with God (spiritual 
relational reality) which actually saves individuals from the 
wages of sin and death! 

818 cf. Matthew 10:17-37, number of “hairs” specific v.30; Romans 5:1-5; 2 Corinthians 3:17-
4:10; 13:5-8.

819 cf. Revelation 21:8.
820 cf. Matthew 24:36-44.
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Scripture makes distinct illustrations of the worldly mindset those whom 
truly “settled” upon the earth will exhibit; while demonstrating the dif-
ference of mindset from those whom actually hold their residence to 
be in heaven; thereby maintaining their focus upon, and faith in the 
Lord.821 The safety of the Lord therefore will be upon those whom are 
truly His legitimate children (only)! The Lord’s judgments (wrath) will 
be upon those who have rejected Him by unbelief or holding to the 
elementary principles of the world (religiosity) upon which they dwell. 
As true believers are found to be righteous within an actual relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, there will be no physical judgment upon 
them.822 This is further explained within the ORDO SALUTIS (chapter 
seven), and within Notations on Revelation (chapter six). 

HOLDING FAST 

A believer holds fast by:  
 

Being secure in Jesus.823  1.
As all human insecurities are derived from either failing to have •
a relationship with Jesus, or failing to realize one’s position 
within the relationship; greater soundness within actual 
knowledge leads to greater security! 

 
Refraining from reliance upon “self.”824  2.

As denial of “self” (carnality) is the first step in actually •
following the Lord (spiritually); full denial of self-reliance leads 
to humble submission unto the Lord and subjection to His 
righteousness!  
It should be remembered, our sinful nature desires to control •
our every aspect of existence; this leads to: greed, ingratitude, 
self-centeredness, selfishness, sensuality, and arrogance, wanton 
desires, fleshly indulgences, and idolatry; for if “self” is allowed 
to achieve victory, the sinful nature has become the idol which 
masters us! By the power of God’s might, through prayer and 

821 cf. Philippians 1:12-30; 3:2-21; Ephesians 3:8-21; Revelation 11:4-19; Hebrews 11:1-16; 
Matthew 6:19-34; Psalm 33:1-22; 118:1-29.

822 cf. Luke 1:66-80; Romans 4:1-8; 5:12-21; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
823 cf. Galatians 3:21-29; Romans 3:21-31; Colossians 2:1-10.
824 cf. Proverbs 3:1-12; Matthew 10:34-42; 16:21-27; James 4:3-10. 
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diligent discipline to crucify our sinful nature, the Lord 
almighty is allowed (by personal choice of submission) to be the 
God which is Master over us.825 

 
Refusing to deny Jesus or His name even in the face of adversity.826  3.

True children of God are: active, bold, and courageous soldiers •
of light and truth; this as differentiated from the: passive, 
compromising, effeminate cowards; of Christian religious 
folklore! Yes, a child of God will turn the other cheek if for the 
glory of God; no, we do not turn tail and run for foolish 
reasons!827 

  
Staying from a secular mindset.828  4.

In accordance to the elementary principles of the world •
(religious: doctrines, precepts, philosophies, and traditions), 
little change (if any) as by growth from the Lord occurs; for a 
mindset upon the Lord is directly the only avenue of actual 
spiritual success (this derived from devotional love, both from 
and to the Lord)!829  

The reality of religious distraction can be noted frequently ◦
as by proclamation emphasis upon aspects of the Lord, 
rather than upon the Lord Himself! 
Anthropomorphic statements are found in the Gospel ◦
pertaining to God, so that He may be somewhat better 
understood by human beings yet without spiritual 
knowledge. I have used the word “somewhat,” inasmuch as 
numerous individuals continually use statements of 
Anthropomorphism when speaking of the Lord, for they 
within their mind’s eye attempt to bring the Lord into the 
realm of the creation; this as foolish finite creatures with 
diminished faith attempt to place God into a mold of 
postulation.  

825 cf. Colossians 3:5-17.
826 cf. Matthew 10:17-33.
827 cf. Luke 22:35-38.
828 cf. Romans 8:1-17; 12:1-8; 16:17-27; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-4:5.
829 cf. Colossians 2:1-23, emphasis vs. 18-23; Galatians 4:1-11.
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Attempts to explain God in the physical realm are derived ⁃
from human: pride, arrogance, and general foolishness; 
for these are attempts toward ineffable communication 
and understanding! Attempts to explain God to 
someone’s flesh should never occur; for the Lord will 
render revelation to whomsoever He chooses!830  

 
Living according to Scripture; thus abiding in the Word.831 5.

The Gospel truth is in reality the “living and active” nature of •
the Gospel! Upon insistent disciplined diligence within prayer 
and earnest study of the Gospel, the living and active nature of 
the Gospel as by the grace of God (implantation) literally trains 
up the believer within the righteousness of the Lord.832  

Because this is a reality; although the Gospel truth can be ◦
spoken by a servant of God who has actual knowledge, it 
cannot be expected that the hearing party will receive the 
spoken truth unto actual knowledge and growth. It is also 
important to realize, that simply reading the words found in 
the Gospel will not have the profound effect within an 
individual which comes from persevered submission in 
prayer and diligent study! God blesses individuals who are 
humbly submissive and diligent; as the Gospel truth is 
literally instilled by Him into the believer’s spirit. God will 
not bless lazy and complacent believers; for denial of “self” 
has not been forthcoming.  

OVERCOMERS IN PHILADELPHIA 

The overcomers are promised the following: 
They will be a pillar in the temple of God. This can either refer •
to how a pillar will be named after the overcomers in the New 
Jerusalem (as was done in ancient temples at Philadelphia to 
honor dignitaries), or this is in reference to receiving the 
spiritual strength of a pillar in the Lord.  

830 cf. John 6:44, 45.
831 cf. John 8:31, 32; 15:1-17; Philippians 2:1-18; 2 Timothy 1:8-14; 2:1-19; 3:10-17; Hebrews 

4:1-16.
832 cf. James 1:21-25.
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They will be allowed to dwell with the Lord for eternity. •
They will receive upon them the names of God the Father, God •
the Son, and the New Jerusalem. This will be an eternally 
joyous event, for God Himself will dwell there and be the focal 
point of worship. This receiving of God’s name will confirm the 
believer (individuals who overcome) in righteousness, and as a 
resident of the New Jerusalem. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD-PILLAR 

The word pillar was significant to the citizens of Philadelphia, as they 
knew the word to indicate strength. In the years surrounding this epistle 
of Christ to the city of Philadelphia, earthquakes had threatened the 
land. Many inhabitants of the city would flee the city when tremors 
erupted, and be hesitant to return. Many folks refused to live within the 
confines of the city because they feared for their lives when quakes would 
occur; being fearful the roofs may fall in upon them. When Jesus tells 
them that they will be a pillar, this is affirming to them that they will be 
secured and completely out of harm’s way. They would see this promise 
as meaning the future kingdom would be structurally sound and without 
fault, as also would they because by God’s grace—they are that pillar. In 
this context, the word pillar would indicate to the believers—a permanent 
secure place in God’s kingdom which they will receive from the Lord; 
stated in Scripture to be within the temple of God (Revelation 3:12); 
thus eternal: purity, holiness, righteousness, strength, and security. 
 

It can be noted visually by the sighting of ancient ruins, that •
the pillars are the predominant remaining aspects of many 
structures. This makes evident the fact of strength both of the 
pillars and the foundations beneath. Jesus is the foundation of 
Christianity!833 

 
It had been a custom at Philadelphia of honoring dignitaries (magistrates) 
by naming a pillar after them within one of the temples. In this context, 
the believers at Philadelphia would understand that eternal security in 
God’s kingdom is a tremendous honor which only sincere (born again) 

833 cf. Psalm 118:21-24; Matthew 21:42-45; Luke 20:17, 18; Acts 4:11, 12; 
1 Corinthians 3:10, 11; 1 Peter 2:6-10.
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believers will receive. Although magistrates of the time were honored 
in accordance to the prestige of their position, in the statement to the 
believers at Philadelphia—the honor is understood to be in accordance 
to the giving nature (loving-kindness and grace) of the King. 

REBUKE NONE 

Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22)  

HISTORY 

The city of Laodicea was located on a highway between Ephesus and 
Syria approximately ten miles from Colossae; forty miles southeast of 
Philadelphia. Laodicea was a city of considerable wealth which was 
founded in the third century B.C. by Antiochus II, and was named after 
his wife Laodice. The considerable wealth of the city is demonstrated 
by the fact that it was rebuilt after the great earthquake of A.D. 60, with-
out the financial help of Rome. 

The city of Laodicea earned its great wealth via the banking industry 
present in the city, and also its production of black wool garments and 
cloth for which it was renowned. Laodicea was well known for its med-
ical school’s production of a spice nard, which was dried and compressed 
into tablet form, then was re-hydrated and used in treatment of ear and 
eye illnesses (eye salve = collyrium). 

The city of Laodicea was without a sufficient proximity water source. 
The city received its water through a series of stone pipelines which 
carried the water to the city from a few miles north at Denizli. The hot 
springs which supplied the water to the city from Denizli (Hierapolis), 
cooled to the point of being lukewarm by the time the water reached 
Laodicea. This lukewarm condition of the water at Laodicea was that 
which illustration was made toward the offensively weak faith, focus, 
and appropriate worship and service; found prevalent in the church. 
 

With the emphasized statement regarding a “lukewarm” state, •
individuals at Laodicea realized immediately the specific of 
affectation. The inhabitants were quirky regarding drinking the 
water in a lukewarm state; therefore water was either cooled or 
heated prior to drinking, as it was considered otherwise 
offensive.  
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It is specifics such as this, which add considerable ◦
understanding to the immensity of Jesus` statements, and 
how the statements would be received by a specific people at 
specific places and times (hermeneutics)! The importance of 
the history pertaining to each church has been rendered for 
each of the seven churches, as understanding of the history 
adds depth of understanding to Jesus` statements rendered 
to each. 

 
Christ standing outside the door (Revelation 3:20; cf. vs. 15-18): 
Jesus standing outside the door directly indicates many things: 
 

His awesome love, as He is the Creator of all things yet he waits 1.
patiently upon His creation (individually). 

As we were made by Him and for Him, His eagerly awaiting •
individuals within the church to open the door to allow Him 
actual access for fulfillment of the believer’s purpose (spiritual 
relational reality); this on an individual basis, as the church 
(ekklaysia) has closed Him (the Lord) out!. 

 
As He is the light of the world, He eagerly awaits the church to open 2.
the door to allow the light of life and truth to enter. 

Due to the exuberant love of self, love of pleasure, love of •
money, insidious religious doctrines and ritualistic worship, and 
personal delusion of individual members in a combined setting; 
the door remains shut from within, with the Lord outside. As 
will become evident, the church closed the door in front of the 
Lord, to deny Him access, for within the delusional mindset of 
those who choose for themselves (multitudes) church leadership 
who teach according to carnal volition, the truth of the spiritual 
reality of an intimate devotional relationship with God is no 
longer held in high regard or as precedent! 

 
Divine love and patience, awaiting human reluctance in church 3.
settings to cease. 

Even though multitudes realize a necessity for the Lord (as •
Savior), demonstrated by the fact of their going to church; the 
many yet remain reluctant to deny “self” so as to humbly come 
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to the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ; Lord, God, Savior), 
so as to invite the Lord to teach them and bring forth spiritual 
growth (personally in a combined setting); this as the imperative 
of Gospel truth is not the precedent of the blatantly carnal 
church (Laodicea; A.D. 1954-present)! 

It should be remembered; being inside a specific structure ◦
means nothing, if the Lord is outside being denied access! 
Inappropriately, multitudes continue to attend churches for 
the wrong reasons; in doing so failing to realize the detriment 
derived from failure to diligently seek His personal teaching, 
and this they do delusional as to their surroundings and the 
purpose all individuals are righteously to be there.  

If it isn’t all about God, in a spiritual context; the reason ⁃
for attendance is inappropriate and futile! We as believers 
(actual Christians) are blessed in finding and fulfilling our 
purpose according to the kind intention of God’s good, 
acceptable and perfect will; and this on an individual 
basis, when fellowship with other true Christians is 
unavailable! Attempting fellowship with others (in a 
combined setting; church) who deny the reality of the 
Christ is futile and evasive of truth! 

 
His divine love and patience, as some of the doors are rusted and 4.
rotten with age.  

This demonstrating how long He has waited for corrupted •
and/or corroded church congregations to invite Him in; while 
continuing to knock and wait patiently, for individuals to pay 
heed and come to Him! The foolishness of expecting the Lord 
to come get us, and make everything all right, even though we 
refuse to put forth diligence regarding Him, is selfish and futile 
at best; for the flesh (self; individuality) which guides all such 
endeavors is diametrically opposed to the masterful spiritual 
leadership of the Holy Spirit!834  

 
The door signifies the door of the current-day church where the latch 5.
is on the inside; therefore the door must be opened from within.  

834 cf. Romans 8:1-39, emphasis vs. 1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Galatians 5:1-26.
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Devotion is of utmost importance! Jesus is patient in His •
approach to gatherings of believers, not forceful. The door must 
be opened by the inhabitant(s), as Jesus will not cause distress to 
gain access. Jesus only enters with permission; which He is no 
longer given, as the current-day church (Laodicea) rejects the 
imperative of spiritual truth! 
Imperative (Revelation 3:20): If anyone yet hears His voice, •
that individual must open the door of intimacy with the Lord 
on a personal devotional basis; for as the church (ekklaysia) in 
general has put the Lord out, all that remains is for 
individuals to become personal and devotional with the Lord; 
as the multitudes are content with lazy, self-centered and 
assumptive Christianity which remains without light and 
truth; for the Lord God of light and truth has been rejected 
due to religious complacency! Please understand, religious 
complacency is the epitome of “abomination” unto the Lord! 
The key factor here is that individuals within the church must 
come out from the midst of foolishness, and personally love 
the Lord; for the bad company which is kept within a church 
(ekklaysia) which has refused the Lord, will assuredly cause 
corruption unto all who remain in the midst!835 Please note by 
the footnote (2 Timothy 3:1-7) that the description rendered 
of behavior in the last days (progressively since A.D. 1954) 
pertaining to believers, are descriptions foundational to selfish 
insincerity and blatant self-centeredness; this is realized (v. 5) 
by descriptiveness of those who hold to a form of godliness, 
although they have denied its power. God is the power of our 
faith and hope within Christianity, thus God is not a part of 
what is occurring in congregations abounding with self-
centered “lukewarm” believers void of devotion; which 
renders the reality of why the Lord is being kept out of His 
own church, as congregations are no longer concerned with 
the teaching of “pure Gospel truth” (spiritual reality) 
(Revelation 3:15-18)! 

 

835 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:30-34; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-4:5, emphasis vs. 3:1-7.
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He is calling and knocking.  6.
He is doing everything He can to allow the believer(s) to know •
He is there, lovingly waiting; yet the corruption of delusional 
religion has caused callosity of: hearts, minds, and spirits; 
thereby making them inept to reception of the Lord’s actual 
goodness and righteous teaching. 

 
He makes mention of dining personally with individuals. This is the 7.
time when those important to us are invited into our homes and 
hearts, to share with us the personal aspects of their day, hope, faith, 
devotions, etc.  

Jesus is very eager to receive the most intimate aspects of our •
lives, and do so personally! It is an unfortunate fact that the 
multitudes believe a half-hearted, double-minded sincerity is 
sufficient in order to have a sound relationship with the Lord; 
this in reality making emphasis of blatant ignorance as to the 
intimate, humble, and reverent sincerity (devotion) necessary to 
both know and accept Him as Lord (head of the church). This 
fact is reiterated by how the multitudes want a Savior, yet have 
no intention of submission to Jesus as Lord (One in authority)! 
Because of the prideful sinful nature which leads pastors and 
ministers not called of God to the position they have designated 
unto themselves (rebellion of Korah), and because of the love of 
money which motivates many church leaders (error of Balaam), 
and the insincerity of waning devotion (way of Cain); the 
current-day church has denied the Lord of Glory, as they have 
exchanged the truth for a lie (Christianity; the Christian 
religion, respectively)!836  

Why has the Lord been put out of the current-day church? 
The answers are simple; within what has become blatant 
religiosity due to seeking God in the flesh, most aspects of 
spirituality (including spiritual devotion) has been denied or 
outright rejected, and this to appease the ease and comfort 
(emotional calmness) desired by the human sinful nature!  

 

836 cf. Jude 1:1-25, specific vs. 11-16.
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Isaiah 6:3: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole 
earth is full of His glory. 
 
Revelation 4:8: And the four living creatures, each one of them 
having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day 
and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, is 
THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND 
WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.” 

 
With the darkness of deceptive (insidious), ritualistic, bigoted, and 1.
prejudicial religion being allowed to enter the church, and even more 
so become precedent; the Biblical God of righteousness, holiness, 
light, truth, lovingkindness, mercy, and grace was abundantly patient; 
yet with time exited as reparation did not occur. Within complacency, 
foolishly self-centered, lazy, ignorant congregations closed the door 
before Him; for when actual fellowship with God was lost due to the 
bondage of human religious doctrine and precept (darkness; 
influential doctrines and instigations of demons), the multitudes were 
no longer willing to follow the Lord to the goal of His upward call 
(righteous spiritual growth and freedom)!837 Within absolute 
wretched proclamations from pulpits of some god who has a sense 
of humor regarding sinful stupidity and secular mindedness, and who 
must bless individuals according to fleshly whims and desires (human 
volition); exactly what god is proclaimed is foreign to me, for the God 
of the Bible (afore emphasized) is absolutely holy, righteous, pure, 
just, and astounding.838 Who is being proclaimed from pulpits; is it 
the god of human postulation, or the God of the Bible who is the 
only actual Lord, Savior, and spiritual teacher?839 There is no such 
thing as religious salvation; for eternal spiritual salvation is a 
relational imperative which must be taught to individuals by God!840 

Although many would seek to blame church leadership for the •
failures, and this if and when individuals come to actual 

837 cf. John 8:31-36; 15:1-17; Philippians 3:1-21.
838 cf. Ephesians 1:3-14; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Romans 8:1-17.
839 cf. 2 Samuel 22:3-51; Isaiah 43:1-11; 45:1-25; 49:1-26; 60:1-62:12; Matthew 23:5-11; 

Luke 1:39-2:20; Acts 5:27-42.
840 cf. Matthew 23:13-28; John 3:1-21; 6:44, 45; Colossians 2:1-23; Philippians 3:1-21; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-58.
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understanding of the spiritual imperative; failure must be 
realized as being a personal matter, for the duty of each 
“Christian” (those who are Christ- like) is diligence to: study 
the Gospel, evidence the truth and walk therein, submit to God, 
and maintain subjection to His: righteousness, teaching, 
anointing, and masterful leadership.841  
Multitudes of supposed church leadership were never called •
by God to serve in the positions they have designated unto 
themselves! Although God calls his children to 
responsibilities and duties in accordance to His anointing 
upon each, it has never been the volitional choice of human 
beings to choose or designate unto themselves or others 
positions of authority, leadership, and servanthood within the 
church (body of Christ)!842 

Bigotry and prejudice are not Christian traits! Although ◦
believers are to judge other believers in accordance to 
standards of disciplined righteousness (right doing) as 
designated by God within His revealed will (the Gospel); we 
do not judge non-believers, or others in accordance to 
personal volitional beliefs or standards. Although in a work 
environment others can be expected to fulfill the duties for 
which they were employed, and assistance can and should be 
rendered to edify individuals to higher standards of 
motivational success; expectations should never be 
forthcoming as to an individual’s personal anointing which 
is from God alone. God is supposed to be predominated 
within the Church (Lord; kurios); thus individual believers 
should never go beyond loving edification unto others in 
efforts to assist them to maintain their focus upon the Lord, 
and seek increased understanding which may lead to actual 
knowledge (if the Lord permits)!843 No endeavors should 
ever be forthcoming which show favoritism regarding race, 
color or creed; for human characteristics from birth are of 

841 cf. Romans 8:1-17, emphasis v. 14; 10:1-21, emphasis vs. 1-4, 8-10; 2 Timothy 2:1-26, 
emphasis vs. 11-19; James 1:1-4:19, emphasis 1:16-25; 1 John 2:1-27, emphasis vs. 1-11, 
21-27; Jude 1:1-25.

842 cf. 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40, emphasis 12:1-27.
843 cf. Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
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God’s designations and therefore not open to debate or 
ridicule by other humans; additionally, personal beliefs 
within an individual are derived from motivational focus 
(the object or objects of one’s volitional motivations or 
focus); thus individual human design is an aspect of God’s 
creativity, and aspects of personal belief either of human 
postulation in accordance to carnal influence, or appropriate 
submission to one’s creator (God) for His leadership to 
fulfill one’s purpose in accordance to the Lord’s righteous 
anointing, are aspects of God’s purposeful choosing (if the 
latter is chosen)!  

The latter-day church (Laodicea; carnal church A.D. ⁃
1954-present) has proclaimed salvation to be a matter of 
but a few chosen words which accept a specific aspect of 
the Christ (Savior); yet the imperative for knowledge of 
the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ; Way; truth) 
remains a Biblical standard (mandate) which has become 
obscured! The current-day church (Laodicea) no longer 
holds desire for implantation of Biblical truth which is a 
divine work of the Teacher (Lord Jesus), as the multitudes 
have only the desire to believe and worship according to 
personal volition, no matter how far from the truth their 
desires may take them! Although the spiritual relational 
reality is all about the righteous work of God within the 
existence of His legitimate children; the current-day 
church feels (emotionally) the necessity to establish a 
righteousness of “self” (human religious effort), which 
denies the truth regarding the imperative to deny “self”; 
thus multitudes actually reject the goodness and 
righteousness of the Lord, from whom comes good and 
righteous fulfillment of human purpose! We were made 
by Him and for Him; yet within the blatantly carnal 
church (Laodicea) it is now believed that God must serve 
us, which makes evident that multitudes are without 
understanding, and completely void of Biblical 
knowledge, because the Lord (truth; Teacher of 
knowledge) is being kept out of His church! The current-
day church actually rejects the reality of God and Christ, 
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while deluding themselves to believe un-righteous faith 
and worship (carnal darkness) is acceptable to God; 
although not, as God in His absolute holiness and 
righteousness remains always in the light of truth and 
reality! Multitudes in the current-day church prove 
themselves to be in complete rejection of the reality of 
God; while within religious complacency maintaining 
fantasy in denial of reality! 
Important note—strict spiritual discipline is an 
imperative within a relationship with God; therefore any 
fulfillment of endeavors must be accomplished with strict 
discipline to endeavor always in the light of truth, or the 
endeavor is not of God’s anointing! Within the blatant 
love of “self” (narcissism) which was prophesied in the 
Gospel pertaining to the “last days” (2 Timothy 3:1-7), 
comes introversion into one’s sinful nature; with the 
protector (pride; arrogance) of the nature’s insecurities 
gaining predomination over existence! When this occurs, 
the sense of right and wrong / good and evil which the 
Lord ingrained in each human being’s mind at their birth 
is clouded (obscured); thus committing lawless deeds 
becomes a natural occurrence with no conviction of 
wrongdoing, unless an outward force of reckoning is 
present! Lawlessness is sin, and with sin comes the loss of 
fellowship with God; therefore, with complacency within 
lawlessness internal convictions from the Lord are no 
longer forthcoming; thus increased levels of depravity 
become inevitable, up to and possibly including full 
release to the depravity of one’s mind!844  
God is the sole Teacher in spiritual matters; we are all ⁃
students! Actual motivation within a relationship with 
God is derived from sincerity of devotion; motivation in 
this regard must be mustered within individuals, for 
motivation from without cannot achieve an appropriate 
harmonious outcome which endures the test of time!845 

844 cf. Romans 1:20-32; 1 Timothy 6:3-19.
845 cf. Hebrews 6:1-20; 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6.
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It is due to human volitional standards within church set-◦
tings which have caused divisions where unity was to 
prevail! Through the foolishness of manmade religion, hu-
mankind has set themselves upon a pedestal of superiority 
to the point of inappropriate designations of authority. With 
failure to maintain understanding that God is the head of 
the church, church leadership have condoned and accepted 
focus upon themselves; thus they have placed the Lord as no 
longer being predominant within the church (His Body), to 
the point that multitudes of believers no longer realize the 
imperative of actual fellowship with God (actual Teacher 
from whom comes spiritual growth), instead placing empha-
sis upon fellowship with other believers as priority 
(instructors at best)! 

Denominational divisions are of religion (secular ‣
ekklaysia); unity within the Body of Christ is of God 
(Biblical ekklaysia). Which is most pronounced upon 
the earth? 
Secular (religious) ekklaysia (church): occurs when ‣
blatantly distracted individuals meet together with 
other blatantly distracted individuals, together 
foolishly expecting devotional spiritual discipline to 
occur in a very short period of time. 
Biblical ekklaysia (church): occurs when individuals ‣
have prepared themselves beforehand with personal 
fellowship with God, in anticipation of participation 
with others in a group setting who have done the 
same; for by this the individuals within the group as a 
whole can be taught by God (the actual Teacher of 
spiritual matters)! When the pastor or minister has 
been designated by God to the position they hold in 
the church setting, their emphasis is disciplined focus 
and devotion (always upon the Lord); thus they 
quickly stop distraction by any means necessary, and 
this emphatically to the point that the entire 
congregation is unified in godly discipline at all times 
while in the church setting! This is the essence of 
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reality which was found at the church of Philadelphia; 
yet has been rejected thereafter! 

 
Within the foolishness of a worldly physical realm mindset, •
multitudes of believers have come to believe that “church” 
involves a physical realm structure. This in reality is far from 
the truth; for where two or more are gathered to focus upon the 
Lord, this is church! What many do not realize is that when an 
individual through prayerful submissiveness diligently strives to 
gain understanding and knowledge regarding the truth (Lord) 
and His word (the Gospel), the individual and Lord (when 
present in the endeavor) constitutes a “church.” 

Within this understanding comes the knowledge that ◦
quantity is irrelevant; for the relevance is within the quality 
of the endeavor! When individuals come to realization of this 
important fact, they can easily leave lukewarm congregational 
settings so as to gain quality within their relationship with 
God and others of like mindedness (mind of Christ).  
The current-day church in general has journeyed far from ◦
the truth and realization of relational purpose; for this is the 
outcome when individuals meet together while abounding 
with “self,” which avoids the imperative unity of focus upon 
the Lord! 

 
When mammon (worldly wealth) became the point of pulpit em-2.
phasis and proclamation, the Lord of the Bible was no longer being 
proclaimed, worshipped, or served appropriately; but rather God is 
now expected to serve and condone in accordance to human arrogant 
volition!846 With the gathering of numerous false teachers derived 
from human sensual whims and desires, the flesh is the recipient of 
pulpit proclamation (for the most part); thus multitudes of congre-
gations remain spiritually destitute and un-edified, while remaining 
emotionally tilted toward increased self-centeredness! There is no 
such thing as a “Christian” who is: selfish, self-centered, fleshly, im-
moral, effeminate, greedy, un-grateful, un-disciplined, or ignorant! 

846 cf. Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 16:1-31.
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Although many within the body of Christ may be saved •
through the wonderful grace of God (only God knows with 
certainty in many cases); only the remnants who devotionally 
submit to be led by God can realistically be called 
“Christians!”847  

When actual believers (those saved by God’s grace) exhibit ◦
the aforementioned traits, the reality evinces lukewarm 
Christianity; for the growth which is indicative of an 
intimate relationship with God is avoided. It is not through 
the efforts of an individual that they become an actual 
Christian, it is the work of God; for actual righteousness is 
from and of God, whereas those who become actual 
Christians (Christ-like), are but humbly submissive and 
receptive to God’s creative spiritual molding and beauty (He 
is the potter, we are the clay)!848 The more God’s work of 
sanctification abounds within an individual, the greater the 
conformity of the individual to the image of Christ; thus the 
sinful nature is further crucified and inevitably put to death! 
Unlike the Christian religion which emphasizes successes as 
by physical realm endeavors and means from without, the 
reality of Christianity is righteous change as by the work of 
God from within! 
The kind intention of God’s will is to train His children in ◦
preparation for the eternal state! Lukewarm believers failing 
to understand this focus and earnestly endeavor for the flesh 
which ends at the grave; whereas actual Christians through 
knowledgeable realization maintain focus upon the Lord 
and His personal teaching, as we know with certainty that 
He will supply our needs upon this earth, thus we have no 
need of secular concerns regarding wealth and comfort. 
True Christians work hard as unto the Lord; whereas 
lukewarm believers work wholeheartedly for personal gains, 
which unfortunately lead to spiritual destitution.849 

 

847 cf. John 5:30; 6:38-40; Romans 8:1-17, 26-30; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Ephesians 1:3-23.
848 cf. Isaiah 29:1-24; 63:1-65:25; Romans 9:6-29. 
849 cf. Matthew 6:1-34; Romans 12:1-21; Philippians 4:4-20.



The foolishness of expecting the Lord God to change in 
accordance to human postulations and desires is beyond 
pathetic; it is stupid, idiotic, asinine, and demonic!850 
 
With the emphasis of physical realm rituals and traditions 3.
becoming precedent due to the instruction of the harlot mother 
(Roman Catholic Church), the reality of the spiritual relationship 
became vain; for actual “faith” is imperative to journey into the 
spiritual realm where God is located and appreciated, thus the 
deceived multitudes attempt to find and worship God in the 
physical realm as by religious: assumption, conjecture, ideologies, 
idealisms and futile deceptive traditions! There is no such thing as 
a “Christian” holiday; the very notion is deceptive and spiritually 
poisonous!  

The supposed Christian holidays were initiated and instituted •
by the Roman Catholic Church as a way of easing the journey 
of proselytes to the human founded Christian religion. The 
dates of supposed Christian holidays are all derived from the 
dates of pagan worship of the sun, gods and goddesses of 
fertility, and astrologic beliefs. As Roman Catholicism (the 
Christian religion; revised Babylonian Mysteries priesthood) 
expanded to different geographical locations, the dates of 
worship indigenous to the locations were copulative and 
instituted as a means of appeasement; thus deception, ease, 
comfort, and emotional response; took precedence over having 
an actual relationship with God. Actual Christianity is all about 
a personal relationship with God completely aloof secular and 
demonic deceptiveness; within the relationship, individuals are 
adopted by God and saved from the wages of sin which is death, 
by being literally brought into the light of pure truth! 

The ministry of actual Christianity is solely one of ◦
“reconciliation” by the divine work of God!851 This is a 
standard set forth by the Lord God and is therefore not 
open for debate!852 

850 cf. Hebrews 13:1-19; 2 Timothy 3:1-4:5.
851 cf. John 6:44-65; Romans 5:1-11.
852 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1-21, emphasis vs. 14-21.
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Participation in deception is sin, and with un-confessed sin all •
potential for fellowship with God is lost; thus until realization 
of sin, awakening from delusional slumber, and righteous 
confession of wrongdoing leading to repentance (righteous 
turning back to God) occurs, all journey endeavors are in 
darkness with no distinct path for spiritual success!853 

Ignorant participation within religious deceptive traditions ◦
is without excuse! Although multitudes claim that they will 
continue to do as they have always done, this also is without 
excuse; for where is our devotion, when we attempt to mix 
light of truth with the darkness of deception, while 
remaining complacent in doing so! As aforementioned, the 
duty of any and all “Christians” is to evidence the truth and 
walk therein; thus to worship the God of truth and light, the 
worshippers must walk in the light of truth or fellowship 
with God is nonexistent!854 
Although many church leaders are actually ignorant of the ◦
truth and thereby teach deception to others, there are many 
church leaders who are aware that the traditions (holidays) 
of the church are of deception and darkness. Although the 
former make confident assertions in their ignorance, the 
latter continue the darkness of deception purposefully due 
to cowardice and appeasement of human beings for 
personal gains. The former are deserving of pity and 
instruction, the latter are deserving of judgment; for their 
judgment will be just!855 

This is what occurs when humankind calls themselves to ⁃
positions of church authority without God’s anointing! If 
human beings would learn to: deny “self,” submit to God, 
remain in subjection to His righteousness, and worship 
God solely in spirit and in truth; these things would not 
occur, but rather unified growth which is from God alone 
would abound within the current-day church. This will 
not actually occur, realized by the Lord’s truthful 

853 cf. John 12:44-50; Romans 2:17-29; 13:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Ephesians 5:1-17; 
6:10-18.

854 cf. 1 John 1:1-2:2.
855 cf. 2 Peter 1:1-2:22.
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prophesies of end time events; yet individuals can be 
reached with truth and thereby there is yet hope for 
humanity, yet only for a remnant.  

True Christians do not stop to look back upon secular and •
religious dates of celebration; for we have revealed knowledge 
of a wonderful righteous future. Non-believers and lukewarm 
believers continually stop to look back regarding dates of 
celebration; for they are without or unaware (as by revelation) 
of a future, respectively. It is the duty of all legitimate children 
of God to evidence the truth, and proclaim it for the sake of 
others; if the truth is rejected, we (true servants) have no place 
for regret, for the Lord warned us that we would be rejected 
and hated when fulfilling our ministry of pure truth! 

 
The way of “Christianity” is simple; it is all about God and being 4.
involved within fulfillment of His purposeful good, acceptable and 
perfect will. The way of the “Christian religion” is devious; it is all 
about evading truth and spiritual reality, for the sake of fleshly 
indulgence! In reality; it is either God’s way or the wrong way! 

CHRIST THE AMEN 

Jesus is the Amen (Greek = amayn), as He is:  
The truth (John 14:6, 7). •
God (John 1:1; 14:7-11). •
Creator of all things (John 1:2, 3; 1 Corinthians 8:5, 6; •
Colossians 1:15-17).  
The faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:1-6; 3:14).  •
The bright Morning Star (Revelation 22:16).  •
The foundation of sound doctrine and light (1 Corinthians 3:1-•
11; John 1:1-14; 1 Timothy 4:1-11). 
The beginning and the end; the Alpha and the Omega •
(Revelation 1:8; 21:5, 6; 22:12, 13). 
The purpose of a true believer (Colossians 1:16, 17). •
The cornerstone (foundation) of our strength, faith and •
existence (Ephesians 2:11-22; John 15:1-16:3). 
The Lord / I Am (Exodus 3:13, 14; Deuteronomy 4:39; Isaiah •
45:5-8; John 8:58). 
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The Church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22) 

COMMENDATION - NONE 

REBUKE 

The spiritual life of the believers at Laodicea was neither hot nor cold, 
but only lukewarm. The believers reveled in their fleshly and earthy 
ways (carnality) to the point that they were incapable of spiritual fruits; 
did not realize it, nor was there any sincere concern as to their blatant 
practices or the spiritual depravity foundational to practiced carnality. 
The believers at Laodicea were living in a dream world in which they 
delusively felt their material wealth was from the Lord; and this as carnal 
mindedness has effectively eliminated all ability to discern and appraise 
reality! Having their spirituality blinded by the deceptiveness of ma-
terialism, they were held captive and unable to break free and thereby 
see the truth regarding their predicament of being spiritually destitute. 
They were abounding with everything that did not matter, yet were 
suffering deprivation in their relationship with Jesus Christ! In their 
ignorance of spiritual matters, they had no motivational sincerity in 
seeking of truth or knowledge; rather dwelling in the darkness of ma-
terialistic arrogance and pride.856 

The believers in Laodicea did not realize: their love for material 
things was in actuality causing a demoralization of their spiritual devo-
tional abilities (demeanor, understanding, and capability for humble 
submission); for to serve mammon is not to serve God; focus on the 
things of the flesh is to lose focus for the things of God.857 The reality 
of holding to materialism is to despise God, this fact completely evades 
the multitudes! They saw themselves as rich and in need of nothing, yet 
were in actuality wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked (Revelation 
3:17, 18). Jesus stated to the believers in Laodicea that He: was well 
aware of their deeds (not fooled as were they), nauseated by their luke-
warm faith and works, would spit (Greek—emew = to vomit) them out 
of His mouth (an indication of sickening offense) (Revelation 3:15, 16). 

Jesus indicated to the believers in Laodicea that although they were 
materially rich, they were yet spiritually poor. He made illustration to 

856 cf. Matthew 6:19-24; Romans 8:1-17.
857 cf. James 4:3-10; 1 John 2:3-17.
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them that they were well known for their medical abilities to heal certain 
physically ailments (eye salve), yet were spiritually blind, sick and dying 
themselves. As Jesus is the great Counselor, abounding in mercy, grace 
and understanding, He did not threaten them with demands but rather 
counseled them to do the things which would bring them spiritual—
freedom and prosperity (purity; gold refined by fire v. 18), and growth. 
Jesus emphasized to the believers at Laodicea that they could not utilize 
their material wealth to gain spiritual blessings, nor could they heal 
themselves with the medicines they possessed, for theirs was not a phys-
ical poverty or ailment. Jesus emphasized to them that they needed to 
return to Him; for He alone was the source of the wealth and healing 
of which they had necessity! He told them that He reproves and dis-
ciplines those whom He loves, therefore they needed to repent (stop 
delusional directive focus and turn back to Him). 

Jesus emphasized that they needed to become zealous and regenerate 
their faith; this by a change of attitude and priority (mindset). He made 
illustration that although they were renowned for their wool garments, 
yet they were naked in the shame of extravagant physical adornment and 
lukewarm faith. The emphasis of verse 18 is terrific in pointing out simple 
truth which evades many believers even to this day. Clothing we may feel 
is beautiful in the physical realm, are but rags of little value in comparison 
to clothing ourselves with the righteousness of Christ!858 Riches we may 
consider to bring us success in the physical realm are but delusional pros-
perity in comparison to rewards gained by the focus and fruits of purity!859 

The church at Laodicea represents the apostate (blatantly carnal) 
church of today. The church at Laodicea was fully delusional as to their 
actual position of being spiritually destitute. In their complacency, they 
had come to believe that the comfort and physical prosperity they en-
joyed was an aspect of blessing from God; just as many congregations 
today are deceived into believing the same falsehood. If our local family 
of believers (congregation) is spiritually stagnant and potentially desti-
tute, then all the secular riches, comfort, and membership numbers 
mean nothing. Once the church at Laodicea had begun to serve mam-
mon (sensuality of the world; fame, comfort, prestige and monetary 
gain), they were in fact no longer submissive to and serving God; but 

858 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Isaiah 64:1-12.
859 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-16; 1 John 2:18-3:3.
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rather themselves, as they sought to expound upon the materialistic 
stature they had accomplished in and of themselves. When the truth of 
obscurity foundational to materialism is discovered, then and only then 
can individuals realize the vainness of their endeavors, and gain potential 
of returning to walking their faith instead of just talking their faith (be-
come effectual doers of the Word)!860 

This is unfortunately the precise situation which is occurring in •
most congregations within the Body of Christ to this very day; 
for too many apostatize for the sake of appeasement.  
This makes direct evidence of the effects brought forth by the •
“individuality” aspect of the sinful nature; for personal 
accomplishment does not achieve the righteousness of God, 
even though deception would lead to the illusion of such! 
The apostate church of today which is emphasized by the Lord’s •
words to the church at Laodicea has become so in tune and 
comfortable within deception that the Lord of truth has been 
put out of most congregational settings and individual 
endeavors. The pride and arrogance which accompanies 
materialism has led to the majority of believers seeking God to 
serve them in accordance to personal volition; thus God’s good, 
acceptable and perfect will is denied for the sake of one’s sinful 
nature (self; individuality)! As the Lord must be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth or He is not appropriately worshipped at all, 
the current-day church has estranged itself from the Lord by its 
idealisms in accordance to secular standards, and adherence to 
religious traditions of rote which are solely foundational to 
pagan beliefs and delusive endeavors (insidious religion)!861 
Attempts to worship God as by physical realm religion; 
counting successes as by material gains and quantity, is the exact 
opposite of appropriate worship as designated by the Lord our 
Creator; therefore, that which is molded (the clay) now believes 
itself to hold superiority over the Potter who alone has the 
potential and capabilities to create actual beauty!862 

 

860 cf. James 1:22-25; 2:18-26.
861 cf. John 4:20-24; Isaiah 29:13-16.
862 cf. Romans 9:6-29; 1 Timothy 6:1-19.
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Within the church at Laodicea, most congregational settings of current 
day, and the hearts of a multitudes of believers; the prevalent focus re-
mains upon that which is of the physical realm (carnality; fleshly 
secularism). With a mindset consistent with the desires of the flesh (sec-
ular sensuality; fleshly mindset) both congregations and their members 
foolishly imagine that God will leave the spiritual realm of His dwelling 
in order to meet individuals in the physical realm; this leading to further 
fantasy of walking by faith while holding to but a concept of God, while 
also claiming abounding faith and devotion. The blatantly carnal church 
of today is completely without understanding that “devotion” encom-
passes both volition and sincerity of love; thus the current-day church 
(minus a remnant) holds no understanding whatsoever as to the—reality 
of God, as He is despised (looked down upon) because of the materialistic 
mindset! This is precisely why He is left outside, yet knocking; for within 
this fantasy delusive individuals and congregations belief they are in need 
of nothing, while failing to realize they are destitute of anything which 
will go forth beyond the grave (such as: spiritual growth; training in 
righteousness; holiness; purity; preparation for eternity). The blatantly 
carnal church of today (Laodicea) is completely ignorant of any Gospel 
reality; for the Lord God is no longer atop any priority lists, and therefore 
cannot lead unto spiritual success because the multitudes have no inten-
tion of following Him or accepting His blessing of spiritual growth! 

It is truly pathetic when individuals are so ignorant so as to compare 
the materialistic aspects of the world with the spiritual blessings which 
bring forth actual growth for preparation regarding eternity; it is solely 
God’s work which leads to a changed life, which is why the carnal mul-
titudes of the current-day church remain the same; for the Lord is kept 
out of His own church, and rejected from allowed entrance into indi-
vidual’s lives; which is why the Lord seeks individuals capable of 
“devotion” to come out from the midst of the carnal church, for the 
sake of true personal intimacy with Him! When the Scriptures render 
many “tests” to evidence whether individuals actually have a saving re-
lationship with God, it evinces the truth when all the tests are failed in 
reality; yet multitudes cannot see the truth of failing the test(s), for they 
are focused upon that which is of the flesh, which is opposed to God!863 
Friendship with the world is hostility toward God; yet the multitudes 

863 cf. Revelation 3:18-22; cf. Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10.
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couldn’t care less!864 Praise the Lord for His wonderful divine: patience, 
tender mercy, everlasting lovingkindness, and sufficient grace; which 
He puts forth continuously for the sake of those within whom He wit-
nesses a sincere spark for devotion (a remnant)! 

The Spiritual Decadence of the New Testament 
Church As Represented by the Seven Churches of 
Revelation; Prophetically Fulfilled Successively.  
By the progressive decline demonstrated in the letters to the seven 
churches, we can witness (by spiritual discernment) the many ways in 
which the church has maintained its decline even to this day. The decline 
progressed as follows: 
 

Ephesus: Loss of first love. Believers began to proclaim the Gospel 1.
for reasons other than their devotional love for Christ. This is the 
beginning of spiritual decadence, in serving from other than sincere 
devotional motives; for compromise unto distraction and 
misdirection results.865 

It must be realized—when endeavoring within sincere •
submissive devotion, the Lord may lead the endeavor unto 
righteous fruition; whereas without devotion and the potential 
for humble submissiveness derived there from, the Lord cannot 
lead as individuals refuse to follow; therefore, within waning 
devotion, inevitably individuals stray away from the narrow path 
of God’s righteousness, to endeavor upon the wide path which 
leads to spiritual decline and depravity, which is contingent 
upon seeking to establish righteousness foundational to “self”! 
Without maintained “devotion” for the Lord, the sinful nature 
inevitably regains control, leading to mastery over us; within 
this fact it is quite easy to understand why multitudes return to 
the spiritual depravity of secular religiosity, which is enticed and 
influenced from the demonic realm! 
The severe problem of—leaving one’s first love for the Lord, •
would diminish greatly, if the adamant proclamation from all 
pulpits was to LOVE THE LORD; for sincere unwavering 

864 cf. James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
865 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11.
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devotion for Him is a primary motivational avenue of strength 
within ministry righteousness! 

A key reality of truth which very few supposed (were they ◦
called by Him?) servants of God realize, is that light shining 
in darkness is a work of God’s goodness, thus without the 
light of truth being: proclaimed, perceived, and accepted by 
the Lord’s work of righteous preparation which goes before 
the servant; no actual spiritual success and victory can occur, 
for darkness is only illumined by the light of Christ! Simply 
stated, if the Lord does not prepare the path before His 
servants, darkness remains; thus the servant is serving in 
accordance to specifics other than as designated by the 
Lord! Please look closely at Revelation 2:5; for it is plainly 
stated that the servant’s lampstand will be “removed out of 
its place,” therefore the service rendered will no longer 
occur as by the Lord’s masterful leadership (illumination)!866  

Without absolute maintained devotion for the Lord, fellowship •
with Him is diminished or taken away entirely; as it is a gift 
from heaven which is rendered for the servant’s instruction and 
growth within God’s righteous leadership. This is an area where 
each individual either obtains and is motivated to seek 
fellowship with God in abundance; or has forgotten the blessing 
(if received), which leads to their denial of its importance. No 
human being can lead another human being into the spiritual 
realm where actual fellowship with God occurs; we can instruct 
regarding the devotion necessary in order to make the journey, 
yet no further tutorial endeavor is possible! Very few human 
beings (a remnant only) receive this blessing frequently and 
abundantly through devotional disciplined prayer (which 
remains foundational to the Lord’s good, acceptable and perfect 
will); for most (the multitudes) do not realize the imperatives of 
righteous focus and prayer, or remain distracted following 
others within the wiles of superficial religious deception which 
inevitably follows—leaving one’s first love!  

With the loss of foremost devotional love for God and ◦
henceforth the seeking of His righteousness, comes 

866 cf. Romans 3:1-31; Matthew 6:19-24, specific v. 23; Jude 1:5-16.
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attempts to make turns on the narrow path of His 
righteousness upon which is no turns; thereby departure 
from the narrow path unto destructive broad paths of 
attempted human established righteousness, which is not 
actually “right doing” (righteous) at all! The primary pulpit 
proclamation (stumbling block) to this form of downfall 
(stumbling) is to accept Jesus (partially) as one’s Savior; 
rather than (fully) as Lord, King, God, and Savior; i.e. the 
Master of our existence now and forever!867 

The simple fact—love the Lord devotionally, or wander aloof of •
His masterful leadership; for He is neither mocked nor fooled 
as to our motives!868 

The key imperative is to focus upon the Lord who is the ◦
sole author and perfecter of faith; this occurring immovably 
as by sincerity of devotion!869 When an individual falters in 
devotional love for God first and foremost, they are then 
left susceptible to focus upon secular influences and 
coercion; with instigations from the demonic realm. Within 
the influence of secular physical realm religion which 
attempts mimic of the spiritual relationship with God which 
is actual Christianity, comes deceptions which lead 
individuals further astray of truth; thus the only surety 
becomes one of false hope and religious promises which 
cannot bring forth spiritual growth which is solely from 
God, therefore the potential for danger within further 
decline becomes both possible and probable!870  

 
Smyrna: Those who had a personal relationship (beyond religious) 2.
with the Lord Jesus Christ (although few) were at their best when 
persecuted; for they refused to compromise from the standards of 
the faith, thereby maintaining purity of devotion unto submission. 
This is a considerable example of Christian character in suffering 
for the sake of the Gospel; while proving—that God causes all things 

867 cf. Romans 10:1-21; Proverbs 4:20-27; 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5; Colossians 1:3-23.
868 cf. Galatians 6:1-10, specific vs. 7-9; Jude 1:17-25.
869 cf. Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-58.
870 cf. Romans 5:1-21, specific vs. 1-11; Hebrews 6:1-20, specific vs. 1-8.
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to work together for good to those who love Him, to those who are 
called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).871 

The only decline at this point in Smyrna is not an actual spiritual 
decline, but rather a spiritual refusal, for the multitudes were return-
ing to once again trusting in physical realm religion; as the necessity 
of “faith within a personal spiritual relationship with God” was be-
coming more a concept and less a reality! I say this because the 
primary basis problem which existed in this case is the problem of 
folks remaining ignorant of the imperative spiritual relationship nec-
essary in order to be saved and receive spiritual growth from God; 
instead trusting in the teachings of human leadership who in arro-
gance attempt to explain spiritual matters from and to the flesh. This 
refusal is the same deadly mistake (spiritually) which millions have 
made throughout history; although the multitudes yet have had 
(throughout the history of God’s people) the company of uncom-
promising believers whose unwavering devotion for the Lord 
abounds. In Smyrna, there were a few true children of God (an 
adopted remnant); while the multitudes were illegitimate children 
and not adopted sons and daughters, who yet remained within the 
bondage of deceptive religious compromise which kept them from 
the freedom necessary in order to come to knowledge of the truth. 

The key factor which has, and continues to lead the multitudes •
unto spiritual depravity and potential death, is the fact of 
“double-mindedness”!872 The multitudes throughout the 
history of God having called individuals unto Himself, have 
failed to intently decide to love the Lord first and foremost 
(immovable devotion); having failed to do so violating the first 
and foremost commandment, which is the only commandment 
which leads to victory when adhered to!873 Individuals 
throughout history talk about how they will “try” to love the 
Lord, yet the word “try” as spoken by the multitudes is the 
excuse which holds them at bay to personal delusion in failing 
to decide; for a righteous imperative decision is made in a single 

871 cf. Romans 8:18-39; 1 Peter 1:3-4:5; 2 Peter 1:2-11.
872 cf. James 1:2-27; 2:14-26; 4:1-17; 1 John 2:3-27; Hebrews 12:1-29, contemplate—vs. 7, 8.
873 cf. Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Matthew 22:36-40; 1 John 5:1-21.
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moment in time, then guarded immovably unto victory, or not 
made sternly at all which leads to continuous defeat! 

The multitudes in Smyrna were guilty of double-◦
mindedness; this leading to their being susceptible to the 
influences which surrounded them. The remnant in Smyrna 
was immovable in loving the Lord, and thereby denied 
distractions as dangerously inappropriate! The multitudes 
throughout the history of believers in God have been guilty 
of double-mindedness due to one form of secular distraction 
or another, and this leading to defeat; whereas the remnant 
has always loved the Lord first and foremost, without 
distraction, and this allowing God to both will and work in 
and through them the things which are pleasing in His 
sight!874 
A simple fact—when God is at work in an individual, ◦
change from being carnal (secular, fleshly) to being spiritual 
occurs, as the Lord takes us into the reality of the spiritual 
relationship; for the mindset the Lord maintained when 
upon the earth is made manifest in the true child of God!875 
Within the religious teachings of—do this and that, and 
don’t do this or that; no actual spiritual growth occurs 
except by conceptual and assumptive conjecture; this is why 
the multitudes remain fleshly walking by sight, although 
believing themselves to be walking by faith! 

 
Personal Note: It should be remembered that when God divinely be-
gins a good work in an individual, the good work which is from God 
alone starts with initial preparation during the “drawing” process.876 
Within the preparatory work, all aspects of the flesh are put aside for 
introduction into a spiritual reality; which is never realized in the flesh! 
The only aspect of the flesh which the Lord does not put aside is foolish 
adolescent (stubborn and rebellious) pride; for it is the individual’s re-
sponsibility to muster selfless humility in the seeking of truth, when 
seeking a relationship with God! All other aspects of the flesh including 

874 cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
875 cf. reiteration—Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
876 cf. John 6:44, 45, 65.
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bigotry and prejudice are placed aside by the Lord; unless these aspects 
are foundational to the foolish pride. Because many individuals are 
taught bigotry and prejudice by their parents, if these forms of selfish 
decisiveness are not foundational to the individual’s pride, then these 
aspects will be also put aside; for during the divine process unto salva-
tion, all aspects of the parents behavior are not considered, except of 
course the parents devotional faith! God is opposed to the proud; this 
without exception! 

During God’s divine preparatory and drawing (good) work in the 
life of individuals many things happen. Divine righteous activation of 
the individual’s measure of faith, the ability for devotional humility; ex-
cept as aforementioned regarding foolish adolescent pride; submission 
unto the teaching of God pertaining to the reality of the Christ (glory 
of Christ; Lord, King, Savior, God), knowledge regarding the imperative 
to submit unto the authority of Jesus; not simply acceptance of a specific 
aspect of Him (Savior), acceptance and confession of the Biblical “con-
fession of faith” (Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9—Jesus as Lord), a humble 
ability to submit unto the Lord’s masterful leadership and teaching, and 
a selfless volition (will) to follow where the Lord leads! Because this is 
the righteous beginning of the good spiritual work which God performs 
in individuals, it is in fact a divine work which must be welcomed and 
fully accepted; lest a false “confession of faith” begin according to reli-
gious delusive proclamations, which most times places the individual 
directly into bondage to the guile of Satan, which many times holds 
them in bondage for the entirety of their corporeal existence! 

It should be remembered that the Lord has been kept out of His 
church since A.D. 1954! In most cases when an individual decides to 
seek God, they attempt to do so by going to a congregational setting 
(church building). When they realize that something is terribly wrong 
at that location, they will seek church structure after church structure 
in attempts to be found by God; which many times continues indefi-
nitely; as God is not allowed through the closed door of the church, 
because the truth regarding the reality of God and of the Christ (Jesus) 
is no longer taught, due to carnal emphasis in attempts to appease 
human flesh religiously! All that is of mention here is quite prevalent 
within the end times church (Laodicea). It should also be remembered, 
that because the Lord is kept out of His own church, the standards as 
well as the divine work of the Lord are no longer taught nor considered; 
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therefore, it must be understood that religious teachings and standards 
are aloof the reality of God and thus insufficient for both salvation and 
spiritual growth, which are from God and God alone! 

During the Scholastic Period emphasized by the church at Sardis, 
human religious intellectualizing turned away from the reality of God, 
as human beings believed themselves to be greater than they actually 
were (arrogance), which led to furtherance of denial of the reality of 
God, as intellect and arrogant prowess of the flesh begin to take prece-
dence over the divine work of God; which is the reason the church at 
Philadelphia (Fundamentalist church) had necessity to occur, or the 
Lord would have been rejected far sooner than actually occurred! 
When the Reformation Period occurred which fought against the 
teachings and ritualistic practices of Roman Catholicism, individuals 
took it upon themselves to prove that they had come to realize the 
truth of the relationship; yet in having failed to actually reform away 
from the deceptions of religious traditions, the ability to be led to the 
actual Biblical truth by God was withdrawn; for God being absolutely 
holy and righteous cannot and will not be involved in religious decep-
tions nor human: pride, arrogance and complacency; neither can He 
lead those who refuse to come out into the light so as to receive knowl-
edge of the truth!877 When pride and arrogance are witnessed in church 
leadership, individuals should walk away immediately, for the second 
purpose of a divinely actuated measure of faith is to stay individuals 
from “arrogance,” whereas rejection of the pride aspect is the respon-
sibility of the individual; therefore, if “arrogance” is witnessed, the 
possibility exists that the church leader was never divinely called by 
God to his position, and if pride is witnessed the individual is in op-
position to God and therefore not capable of being led by the Lord!878 
It is never wise to follow someone in church who themselves are not 
being led by the Lord! Because “Christianity is all about God, and the 
divine work of God is the necessary imperative for: salvation, masterful 
spiritual leadership, spiritual growth, and spiritual successful victory 
(ability to actually walk by devotional faith now and forever); the divine 
work of God must never be hindered or rejected; lest the deceptions 
of religion lead increased numbers of individuals astray in these last 

877 cf. 1 John 1:5-10.
878 cf. Romans 12:1-3, specific v. 3; James 4:3-10.
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days; for it must be understood, that the imperative is that we are 
known by God as His legitimate children, not that we think we know 
God!”879 The spiritual relational reality which saves us from the wages 
of sin which is death is started within seeking relational knowledge of 
the truth! Within this endeavor the aforementioned good work of God 
may begin and continue unto fulfillment according to the kind inten-
tion of God’s will; unless the individual once again returns to blatant 
carnal religiosity, which then rejects furtherance of God’s divine work! 
I praise God for His divine work which has led to salvation for many 
(a remnant in comparison); yet I am ashamed at how the Lord has 
been rejected by His own church, and how individuals who have known 
the truth, have within cowardice failed to proclaim it for the sake of 
others! Being “drawn,” “taught,” and “led” by the Lord God is the 
greatest blessing, gift, and reward we could ever hope for; for He is 
the Creator of all things everywhere, including our divinely activated 
measure of faith!  

It should be understood that the personal instruction from the 
Apostles when present with the individual churches was much more in-
depth and abounding with truth pertaining to the spiritual relational 
reality (saving and guiding relationship) and divine work of God, than 
is witnessed in the epistles which were written to the churches at later 
times! As aforementioned, instruction pertaining to the Gospel truth 
can be rendered, yet is only received from the Lord on an individual 
personal basis; which was emphasized once in the Gospel, in one of Paul’s 
epistles!880 Within the “epistles” (New Testament books), many things 
were written pertaining to the behavior of individuals within the specific 
churches, which emphasized the direction taken by the church individ-
uals after the Apostles had departed; whether good or bad. Also within 
the epistles, specifics were reiterated unto the individual churches per-
tinent to the spiritual necessities of each church, derived from the paths 
the churches chose to take. Study of the Gospel is terrific and appropri-
ate; yet learning the “Gospel truth” from the Lord personally is ineffable 
(beyond words; indescribable), so we do the best we can to describe the 
reality of the personal experience and knowledge of the Gospel truth 

879 cf. John 3:1-8, specific vs. 3, 7; Romans 8:14; Galatians 4:8-11, specific vs. 9, 11; 
Hebrews 12:7-9.

880 cf. Galatians 1:11-19, specific vs. 11, 12, 15-17.
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received (revelatory), while always hoping that those we have reached 
will remain upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness, and thereby 
receive the righteous beauty which cannot be described! Within the book 
(Big If) I have attempted to explain the reality which is realized solely 
within the spiritual relational reality; which is the same as the Apostles 
attempted to do when with the individual churches in person.  
 
Explained: Some of the greatest severe persecution true believers have 
faced throughout history, has come from others claiming (professing) 
faith in God.881 Those who are not born again and thereby submissive 
to the Holy Spirit, and receptive to His revelatory work of truth, cannot 
truly appraise the reality of God, nor understand the ways of sincere 
Christians who actually walk by faith within God’s tutelage and leader-
ship.882 This in many cases leads supposed (professing) believers to: 
criticize that which they do not understand, as they worship foundational 
to ignorance; remain in bondage to precepts, traditions, and rituals of 
deceptive corruptive compromise; defend un-righteous doctrine (doc-
trines of demons); persecute the brethren; and inadvertently serve Satan 
in battling against the truth. This is where the necessity of loving patience 
takes precedence within those who serve Jesus; for with difficulty we wit-
ness the multitudes going astray, while persevering to proclaim the Gospel 
truth in love; without compromise, variation or excuse!883 Unfortunately 
many hate us for the truth which must be proclaimed, and this as multi-
tudes chooses to believe “what they choose to believe,” no matter how 
far from the truth their endeavors have taken them; yet please understand 
that they hated Jesus (our Lord) for the very same reason!884 

 
Double-minded (lukewarm and/or cold) believers have no idea •
whatsoever as to the patience which is profound within the 
remnant who truly love them in serving the Lord! It is very 
difficult to listen to excuses for years from individuals who 
delude themselves, especially when they attempt to accuse us 
(servants of God) of thinking ourselves somehow better than 

881 cf. John 16:2-4.
882 cf. John 3:3-21; Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 John 4:1-6.
883 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 2 Corinthians 13:1-8, emphasis vs. 5-8; 2 Timothy 2:1-26; 

Galatians 5:1-26.
884 cf. John 15:18-23, 25-27.
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others; this as they attempt to make the remnant scapegoats for 
their own indecisiveness! The remnant came to realize what 
was necessary (humble submission unto the divine work of 
God) and got it done (denial of “self”; humility and submission) 
in accordance to God’s wonderful grace; whereas the 
multitudes refuse to achieve the necessary motivation (derived 
from selfless devotion) and thereby remain complacent within 
indecision! No we do not think we are better than anyone else; 
we simply count ourselves as blessed in being considered 
amongst the least of the Lord’s servants, while also considering 
the torment and suffering we must endure to be blessings in 
hopes that someone, somewhere will come to knowledge of the 
relational truth and thereby be saved (in reality)! This was 
prevalent in Smyrna and continues to be true even to this day, 
as child-like (un-disciplined; spiritually immature) individuals 
fail to realize that those who truly love the Lord, love other 
humans with the love which is of the Spirit, and thereby speak 
the words which must be spoken; whereas those guilty of 
superficiality speak words which appease the flesh, yet bringing 
no spiritual reality to fruition!885 

It must be remembered—no human being does “good,” ◦
except by the spiritual fruition of God’s work of 
sanctification! Where the Lord is at work because the 
believer has submitted so that God may both will and work 
for His own good pleasure, spiritual growth and training in 
righteousness occurs; thus the Lord’s fruits (fruit of the 
Spirit) displace the deeds which are of our flesh. This is the 
essence of walking by faith and not by sight; for God’s actual 
righteousness supplants our religious and fleshly un-
righteousness! Those who are indecisive cannot receive the 
blessings of God which teaches us to focus forward upon 
His kingdom; therefore they remain double-minded which 
renders focus upon the flesh and the things of the world 
primarily, thereby rendering unto the Lord only the remains 
of endeavor attempts (secondarily).886 As can be noted by 

885 cf. reiteration—Galatians 5:16-26; 1 Corinthians 3:7-4:21; 15:1-19; 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1.
886 cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-17; Matthew 6:25-34; Romans 10:1-4; Colossians 2:1-23, specific vs. 20-23.
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the 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 passages, study of the Gospel is 
imperative to training in righteousness; thus double-minded 
individuals can always be noticeable by the fact that they do 
not study the Gospel, so as to present themselves approved 
to God as “devotional” (cf. 2 Timothy 2:14-19)! Ignorance 
of Gospel truth remains until displaced by knowledge of the 
Gospel truth which comes from God, just as the deeds of 
the flesh remain until displaced by the supplanting of God’s 
fruits (James 1:21-25)! Please remember, the “Gospel truth” 
is the reality (living and active nature) which exists beyond 
the Biblical words; God’s servants can speak the “Gospel 
truth,” yet it cannot be actually received unto knowledge, 
until implanted by the Lord! For knowledge of the Gospel 
truth everyone must humbly submit unto the Lord, with 
devotional righteous zeal to learn; which never occurs if 
individuals are not motivationally prepared to walk 
accordingly! The Lord always witnesses the truth of 
“motive”! 
It was during the time period designated by the church at ◦
Smyrna, when devotional focus and submission for and unto 
the Lord began to wane within ministry endeavors (with the 
exception of the devotional remnant); this less than one 
hundred years from the foundation of the church; leading 
the multitudes to once again seek understanding regarding 
spiritual matters from human leadership of physical realm 
religion. The beauty of God’s intentions regarding the 
edification of all within combined purpose and unity had 
begun to be lost!887 The remnant alone has maintained 
focus upon the Lord, for they know that the ability to 
appraise all things is a blessing bestowed only upon those 
who walk by faith (literally); placing no confidence in those 
things which are of the world and flesh! God’s instruction is 
to train and prepare us for His righteous kingdom; those 
who do not realize this and those who have forgotten this 
very important fact, always return to physical realm religion; 
for fellowship with the Lord who is the teacher in spiritual 

887 cf. Romans 15:1-13; 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40; Ephesians 4:1-5:17.
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matters is lost! Within this step of decline a very sure 
danger exists, for once having tasted the heavenly gift of 
God’s goodness within actual fellowship with Him (during 
His drawing process), and then falling away, there is nothing 
God’s servants can do to bring forth repentance; for now the 
individual is accessible by God alone!888 Multitudes have 
fallen prey to this extreme danger! 

True evangelism: Door open: remnant was rich spiritually yet •
poor financially for they expended their all for the sake of 
other’s salvation; thus the door to spiritual growth and 
proclamation of truth is opened by the Lord! 
Religious evangelism: Door closed: for religious influence due •
to indecision and seeking to be led by humans rather than God 
has taken precedent. Religious humans seeking financial gains 
enter ministry to serve mammon, not God; thus the door to 
spiritual growth is closed by the Lord! The door for potential 
proclamation of truth is always left ajar when the Gospel is 
proclaimed; yet hindered greatly when Scriptures are 
proclaimed out of context (adulterated)!889 

 
Pergamum (Pergamos)—The decadence continued to where at this 3.
point compromise increased, and remorse / repentance (returning 
focus unto God) decreased. The believers were beginning to listen 
to the deceptions of Satan, that religiosity within corruptive 
compromise aloof the strict standard pertaining to worship of the 
one true God, was acceptable.890 This is the foolishness (insidious 
religious doctrine) that—the end justifies the means, if emotional 
stature is not lost!  

Please understand—a righteous relationship with God is a •
spiritual matter; thus emotions and physical realm aspects of 
worship are: misleading, un-righteous, and unacceptable! 
This third step in the progression of compromise is the place •
where all illegitimate children and even many actual children of 
God fall prey to deception within attempts to worship God as 

888 cf. Hebrews 6:1-20, emphasis vs. 4-8.
889 cf. 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 2 Corinthians 2:14-17; 3:9-4:6; Philippians 1:15-18. 
890 cf. John 4:20-24; Galatians 3:1-4:11.
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by physical realm means (insidious religion aloof of the 
specific—in spirit and in truth)! 
It was from Pergamum that the devil’s religious servants were •
sent forth to defile the beauty of actual Christianity, with the 
form of defilement (harlotry) which has been most prevalent 
even unto this day; for the devil’s servants introduced the 
coercive ways of the Babylonians Mysteries Religion under the 
guise of being a form of Christian worship, although the 
proclaimed god of this priesthood (Catholicism) is not the God 
of the Bible!  

Emphasized deceptions: focus upon a human being—◦
Mary instead of Ishtar; return to ritualistic physical realm 
religion, which is void of faith-based spirituality and truth 
(except by concept); focus once again upon a human 
priesthood; dependence upon human teachings, which is 
void of Christ’s expert tutelage. Within these deceptions, the 
Lord (Creator; God) has been reduced to but a coercible 
god of: speculation, assumption and conjecture, which is 
(supposedly) fully explainable by human kind (creation). 

 
The decline then continued when the believers also compromised by 
the teachings of the Nicolaitans. They engaged in improper sexual ac-
tivities (primarily fornication) and worship by rote which involved 
aspects of fertility; this as worldly attempts to justify inappropriate be-
havior (false justification) always leads to compromising excuses. This 
trend demonstrates the Scriptural progression of sin (James 1:14, 15); 
thereby the necessity of taking thoughts (and teachings) captive im-
mediately to obedience unto God and Biblical standards, if sin and the 
excuses thereof are to be avoided!891 Please remember—there is no po-
tential for continuation within compromise, if variance from Gospel 
standards is never allowed to be an option; thus as few enter in by the 
narrow gate and tread upon the narrow path which leads to righteous-
ness, beware of following the multitudes!892 There is no Biblical basis 
by which to believe the cliché—there is strength in numbers (hack-
neyed; trite)! 

891 cf. 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; 1 John 4:1-6.
892 cf. Matthew 7:1-29, specific vs. 13-27.

Christian Attitudinal Behavior312



Thyatira: The decadence (decline) then proceeded to the new level 4.
of no longer testing anything according to the standards of the faith 
(actual devotional Christianity). The people of Thyatira began to 
listen to false doctrine, as the priesthood of the Babylonian Mystery 
Rites Religion was presented in a revised format. The revised false 
doctrines, replaced worship of Ishtar (Babylonian queen of heaven) 
with precedence of focus upon Jesus` mother Mary. Comparison of 
pictorial between Catholic and Babylonian emphases makes direct 
association of falsehood; for both depicted a woman with their infant 
son. Although a point is made in Scripture that it was a blessing 
bestowed upon Mary to be the mother of Jesus; never was an 
emphasis made to focus upon the means of the Messiah’s arrival; for 
certainly in this case—the Way does not emphasize the means!893 
Within both false doctrines of religion (Babylonian; Christian 
religion), focus is made upon the woman rather than the child of 
Immaculate Conception; for Tammuz was presented as fulfillment 
of prophesy concerning the seed, whereas Jesus was actually 
fulfillment of the prophesy; yet the focus was upon Ishtar and is yet 
upon Mary.894 

Yes, Mary deserves respectful remembrance, for she was a bond-•
servant of God; yet she does not warrant devotion or worship! 
It must be understood—all that is necessary to hinder or •
completely destroy a believer’s walk with the Lord is distraction 
away from righteous focus and devotion upon and for Him! 
Although it is true servants of God can plant and water seeds of 
truth, only God can bring forth actual growth!895 Although it is 
also true that humans can instruct to the physical senses of 
others (speaking the utterances of God in love); only God 
Himself can actually teach knowledge of Gospel truth to a 
human’s spirit, which brings forth spiritual growth.896  

The reality of this is evidenced by considerable durations of ◦
time many individuals have professed to have walked with 
God; yet actual spiritual growth leading to physical realm 
manifestations of His presence (fruits) are yet 

893 cf. Matthew 12:47-50; Luke 1:39-56; John 14:1-14; reiteration—1 John 4:1-6.
894 cf. Genesis 3:15.
895 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:5-9.
896 cf. 1 Peter 4:7-19; 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5.
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undistinguishable from the standard behavior of the sinful 
nature (deeds).897 
A key factor utilized by the enemy of Christendom (Satan; ◦
demons) is to influence and then instigate falsehoods within 
human church leadership. It is from this that the “doctrines 
of demons” (religious doctrines and precepts) ensnare and 
dominate the multitudes; for most human beings seek 
answers from other human beings, whereas the realistic 
truth is sought and found only through the One who can 
actually teach through personal fellowship and anointing!898 
The former is the reasoned purpose (ideology) of secular 
religion; whereas the latter is actual Christianity!899 
Two additional factors which should be considered: ◦

Although the written words of the Bible can be studied ⁃
as by: etymology, exegesis, and hermeneutics (in certain 
cases); and these beyond the simplicity of reading the 
words with but minute amounts of discernable 
understanding; the Gospel truth is spiritually appraised, 
and therefore must be taught to individuals by the Lord 
who is the only actual Teacher pertaining to spiritual 
matters! Actual training by the Lord unto students 
(disciples; learned pupils), comes only when the pupil is 
devotionally humble and submissive to receive the 
blessing, and diligent in seeking—the truth! Religiosity 
has no place in this endeavor; nor will spiritual fruition 
come forth from religious endeavors, unless the 
endeavor is study of the Levitical Law so as to realize 
the truth regarding the Messiah, at which time all 
“religious” endeavors become futile if Jesus is accepted 
(fully) as the Messiah of prophetic fulfillment. If 
religiosity is yet followed by individuals claiming to 
know the Christ (Messiah), then the insidious nature of 
religion (Satan’s guile) has blinded the individual or 
individuals to the imperative relationship necessary in 

897 cf. Galatians 5:1-26, specific vs. 19-21 (human fleshly deeds); 22, 23 (God’s fruits; 
spiritually manifested).

898 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1 John 2:1-29, specific 3-6, 9-29.
899 cf. Colossians 2:1-23; specific vs. 1-10; 18-23; 1 Corinthians 1:1-31.
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order to be saved; this many times due to initial false 
confessions of faith!900 
Because the fruit of the Holy Spirit is received into the ⁃
spirit of God’s legitimate children, distinctions can be 
easily evidenced by those who have the ability to spirit-
ually appraise all things (also a gift from God).901 A 
specific in this regard is—“love”; for the “love” which is 
from God is selfless and sacrificial, whereas the “love” 
which is of the world is selfish as it always considers “what 
do I have to gain.” The love which is from God is the love 
which motivates His servants, as we study the Gospel 
with diligence to go forth proclaiming truth regarding 
the saving relationship (salvation) unto human beings; 
even those we neither like or respect; for our concern is 
solely for their salvation, as we generally suffer hardship 
in the endeavor due to the wretchedness of earthy (secu-
lar) and fleshly mindsets.902 Any statement utilizing the 
word “love” which denotes a factor void of the breath of 
life (something without life) is the idolatrous love which 
is of the world; this is the object of specific warning which 
makes evident an insincere worldly love for God, which is 
found in many professing believers (multitudes)!903  

The distinction of the love which is of God’s fruits that ‣
is instilled into the spirit of a true legitimate child of 
God, and the love which is secular or fleshly in nature 
is easily discernable (spiritually); this as we are capable 
of illuminative love only by God’s (Holy Spirit’s) 
indwelling, and this as by the reality of an actual 
relationship when God is allowed to both will and 
work for His own good pleasure!904 The love which is 
secular or fleshly (emotional) in nature is distinguished 
by its characteristics of: “self,” insincerity, ingratitude, 
materialism, greed, and individuality. 

900 cf. Romans 10:5-13, specific vs. 8-10, more specific v. 9; Matthew 7:21-23.
901 cf. 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
902 cf. Jude 1:20-23.
903 cf. Luke 6:42-49, specific vs. 46-49; James 4:1-10; 1 John 2:1-17, specific vs. 15-17.
904 cf. 1 John 4:1-21; Ephesians 5:1-21; Philippians 2:1-16.
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The religious deceptions at this point are by royal proclamation; under 
threat of intimidation and harm, it becomes easy for the multitudes to 
participate in religious doctrines and traditions which seem to have no 
spiritual consequence! The immorality had now reached the point where 
conscience was no longer affected by inappropriate compromise; and 
this in addition to the fact of God’s convictions being no longer forth-
coming or attentive toward (regarding the multitudes).905 This is the 
step which comes before total abandonment of spiritual matters! 
Because it is by the convictions of the Holy Spirit, and righteous ac-
ceptance of the convictions, that we remain victorious over the flesh; 
earnestness for discipline must always be forthcoming, lest we fall prey 
to inappropriate motives, desires, false teaching and the harmful effects 
(spiritually) which are brought forth when the flesh has been obeyed, 
without spiritual considerations.906  

The church at Thyatira represents the time period when extreme 
false teaching initiated into the Body of Christ, and was instigated by 
intimidation and brute force. The false teaching was not tested by 
Biblical standard, and thus was (and has been) believed to be appropriate; 
although all testing according to the Gospel reveals heretical and apos-
tate teaching and carnal motivational worship practices. The church at 
Thyatira completely lost focus upon Christ, and thus also appropriate 
characteristics of proper Christian worship and behavior. 
 

It is within this fourth step of decline that all illegitimate and •
many actual children of God place full (former) and/or more so 
(latter) trust in religion to save or deliver them; whereas only an 
actual intimate relationship with God (personally) can perform 
this wondrous task! Directly associated with this fourth step of 
compromise is found adamant trusting in religion and/or 
personal savior gods for salvation; for the ability to spiritually 
discern and appraise is removed because of wrong motives!907 

It is at this point with multitudes of individuals being ◦
deceived, that human servants of the Lord can only convey 
truth with great difficulty; for the insidious nature of 

905 cf. exampled—Isaiah 5:1-24; Romans 2:1-16, specific vs. 14-16; John 15:18-16:15.
906 cf. 1 John 3:1-24; 5:1-21; Ephesians 4:17-32.
907 cf. Proverbs 16:1-9; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; 15:20-34, specific vs. 30-34.
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religion has caused callousness to the spirit of individuals, 
thereby making them impervious regarding reception of 
truthful spiritual reality! Praise God, that although many 
things are impossible for human kind, all things righteous 
are possible with Him!908 
It should be remembered, the Bible at this time is the Latin ◦
Vulgate. Because commoners only spoke Greek and were 
for the most part illiterate, they were forced to seek answers 
from (supposed) spiritual leadership; the leadership in 
actuality being the servants of Satan who were sent forth 
from Pergamum (revised priesthood of the Babylonian 
Mysteries religion).  
The reality of fleshly religiosity within but a concept of ◦
spirituality have and can yet be witnessed within 
organizations who believe they are greater than others of 
different nationalities and creeds. They through 
manipulation of the Gospel attempt to justify their prejudice 
and bigotry as by proclamation—that what they do is in 
accordance to God’s instruction and leadership; which is also 
emphasized by the nations who have gone to war under the 
guise that—“God wills it,” when something of this world 
foundational to greed remained the goal of the murderous 
endeavors! Without the actual spiritual guidance which 
comes from the Lord within an actual relationship, all things 
seem possible and justifiable through rhetoric and fleshly 
explanation; although completely void of any spiritual 
reality! This being completely spiritually destitute while yet 
believing a relationship with God is the outcome of what had 
become prevalent during the time period of Thyatira, as by 
the schemes and guile of Satan; witnessed since that time by 
the travesties committed by a plethora of individuals who 
remain completely void of the reality of God! 

 
Sardis: This is the final decline (decadence) of progressive (flagrant) 5.
compromise involving sexual immorality, secular idol worship, and 
insidious religious delusion. The church at Sardis was dead to the 

908 cf. Matthew 19:23-26; Mark 9:17-29; Hebrews 6:1-20, emphasis vs. 4-6.
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faith and actual servanthood for God; although they felt that they 
were accomplishing much. Respectively, simply stated: 

Fornication throughout the history of the church has been •
tolerated, condoned, and outright accepted. This form of sin has 
become so customary that little or no conscious thought is any 
longer forthcoming as to the spiritual consequences to one’s 
walk with and for the Lord; thus walking in darkness by sight is 
believed to be walking in light by faith; therefore, no clear 
direction can be discernable, nor the reality of complete and 
utter loss of fellowship with God for appropriate: correction, 
tutelage, edification and righteousness within servanthood. In 
this, religion without conviction of wrongdoing for sexual sins 
easily remains the status quo as believers are no longer 
distinguishable from non-believers regarding sexual 
relationships, the only distinction being confessions of faith 
completely aloof reality of Gospel standards which are made by 
professing Christians void of truth.909 True legitimate children 
of God cannot practice sin; for such practice is not acceptable to 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, who renders conviction against such 
things!910 Anyone who practices sin is incapable of being heard 
during prayer; for to even harbor sin in one’s heart by motive or 
intent voids all prayer potential; with the exception of 
confession of wrongdoing (sin) prior to continuation in prayer; 
for the Lord will not listen to those who remain rebellious and 
deluded within sin!911 
It must be remembered, anything which takes precedence in •
one’s existence over the Lord God is an idol! With the church 
from the time designation of Sardis being one of religious 
delusion void of the Holy Spirit’s guidance in accordance to 
God’s own righteousness, which occurs as believers actually 
walk by faith and not by sight, the priorities of religious 
standard become and remain precedent; thus the righteousness 
of God is avoided to accommodate fleshly emotional 

909 cf. 1 Corinthians 6:1-20; 1 John 1:5-10; Hebrews 13:4.
910 cf. John 8:34, 35; 1 John 3:1-18.
911 cf. Isaiah 59:2; Psalm 66:18; James 1:22-25.
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indulgence, and the maintaining of religious elementary 
principles which are of no spiritual value!912 The carnal 
problems which lead away from any spiritual reality, always 
proceed forth from a foundation of “self” which eliminates any 
and all actual spiritual devotion for the Lord; as the only love 
which goes forth is of the flesh which always seeks personal 
gains in one form or another! 
This fifth step within the progression of decline is that within •
which all illegitimate and many actual children (legitimate) of 
God go forth making religious proclamations (rather than 
speaking Gospel truth); the former derived from outright 
ignorance or inveigled ostentation, the latter derived from 
having fallen prey fully to carnal illusion of spirituality. 
Although to this very day most “Christians” criticize and 
condemn the religion of Islam, the fact remains that Islamic 
extremists are generally ignorant of what is written in the 
Koran, just as the criticizing religious believers are ignorant of 
Gospel truth; this as most believers within both sects have never 
actually read the specific book regarding their beliefs, and thus 
are led astray by religious leadership who have mastered 
manipulation of the specific book (Koran; Bible) so as to 
emphasize fleshly and secular agendas. There are individuals 
within both Islam and the Christian religion who desire to 
know and be known by God, yet having fallen prey to religiosity 
and the guile of Satan within the religious teachings of human 
beings (doctrines of demons), can find no specific path (narrow 
path) by which to gain freedom from the religious bondage! 
At this point, involvement in the insidious nature of religious •
traditions, doctrines and percepts has stifled the spiritual stature 
of multitudes; thus only a remnant who remained chaste from 
deception have grown by the growth which is from God alone; 
while the multitudes remained “religious” while yet believing 
themselves to be spiritually walking by faith; although not! This 
occurs as the “love” which is proclaimed to be for God by the 
multitudes, is the aforementioned worldly love which is in 

912 cf. reiteration—Colossians 2:1-23, specific vs. 18-23.
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accordance to fleshly emotions; for this form of “love” is void of 
devotion (volitionally in-depth)! When individuals have been 
made void of “God’s love” which is pure and selfless, all that 
remains is a form of superficiality which is easily coerced as by 
demonic guile through supposed spiritual servants of God who 
are void of both the Holy Spirit (who seals for the day of 
redemption), and actual formidable truth! 

Heed of warning—the more an individual (or individuals) ◦
choose a mindset of a secular and/or fleshly nature, the less 
they will be receptive to the standards and commandments 
of God which are revealed by Him to legitimate children. 
When double-mindedness remains, the individuals will 
remain delusional in believing they can do as they please (a 
matter of volition), with little or no consequence to their 
spiritual wellbeing. This is the purpose of illusionary 
religion in accordance to demonic guile, and the primary 
means by which the multitudes remain deceived! The things 
of the flesh and the wonderment of the Holy Spirit’s grace 
filled blessings are diametrically opposed one to the other; 
thus having it “both ways” is but a deceptive illusion! 

 
The maintaining of a religious mindset demonstrates the fact that Satan 
will allow individuals to be as religious as they choose, when they are 
not actually doing anything for Christ! The church at Sardis was relying 
upon what they had once done (resting upon laurels), and remained 
blind to the fact that they were accomplishing nothing further. They 
remained in the rut of delusion; this being the outcome of failure to 
test oneself and those of worship associations. As a saving relationship 
(spiritual relational reality) is both from God and for God, and this for 
all eternity; why so little effort by multitudes to investigate the truth 
and foundations of the basis within which they “believe”! 

Physical realm ritualistic, doctrinal and traditional religion is •
the end result of following and further proclaiming religiosity 
aloof of Gospel truth. When the philosophies, precepts, 
doctrines and traditions of insidious religion are followed for 
extended periods of time, they then become the means of 
deceptive rote by which a concept of God is deemed as 
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sufficient; whereas a concept by no means assures salvation 
which is foundational upon an actual personal relationship with 
the Lord our Creator. The ultimate end result is that multitudes 
believe they are saved by rituals and carnal (fleshly; secular) 
beliefs and proclamations (conceptual); whereas in reality if an 
individual has not actually been adopted into God’s family (born 
again), His declaration unto them will be—’I never knew you; 
DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS’ (Matthew 7:23).913  
The reality of this fact can be evinced by examination of •
professing believer’s demeanor. Do individuals make confident 
assertions in ignorance and attempt to justify their behavior as 
by manipulation of Gospel? Have individuals been supposed 
believers for extended periods of time, yet the essence of their 
demeanor has never actually been altered by God’s work of 
sanctification (setting them apart and making them holy)? 
Do individuals fail to perform the work of an actual Christian 
evidencing the truth and walking therein? Do individuals place 
emphasis upon aspects of religion (denominations, structures, 
places, persons, etc.), rather than fully upon the Lord? These 
are but a few avenues of earnest investigation which evidence 
the directives of the Holy Spirit, or lack thereof! 
Although there are numerous specifics within the Gospel which •
render “tests” as to being in the faith, the multitudes in Sardis 
were blinded to the fact that they were failing all the tests. This 
continues even to this day, as a multitude of individuals who 
professedly claim to know God fail all of the Gospel rendered 
tests; yet they are so deluded that they remain completely 
ignorant of the fact. 

This is the essence of Jesus` statement regarding erasing ◦
names from the book of life. Those who overcome the 
slumber of religious deception before it is too late, may yet 
enter into an actual relationship with the Lord our Savior so 
as to realistically be saved (born again into God’s family)!914 

913 cf. Matthew 7:13-27.
914 cf. John 3:3-21; 6:44, 45.
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The unfortunate fact remains that the more an individual 
holds to misled and/or misguided bases of faith (darkness); 
the potential of them coming out into the light of truth 
where God can be found is greatly diminished, as their spirit 
has been entrapped by the enticements of the flesh to the 
point of being held completely captive; within this, only the 
divine work of God can allow freedom, and this as the 
“divine work” of God has always been the necessary 
imperative for both freedom and salvation! 

 
Philadelphia: There was no spiritual decline in Philadelphia within 6.
the church itself. The true believers were surrounded by evil influence, 
wicked persecution, and delusive behavior (Synagogue of Satan), yet 
refused to deny: Jesus, their faith, and the imperative of—truth. 

This is not a step of decline; rather the information rendered •
within the behavior of the church at Philadelphia demonstrates 
that: daily denial of “self,” repentance immediately when 
necessary, fellowship with mature Christians, and (especially) 
abounding fellowship with God; can in fact maintain an 
individual’s sound stance upon the narrow path of righteous 
direction (God’s righteousness; forward), and this from the 
strength of standing firm upon the foundation which is Christ 
Jesus the Lord! The strength aforementioned is the strength of 
God’s might, this blessing being rendered only upon individuals 
and groups of individuals (Biblical ekklaysia) which are 
immovable from appropriate (un-wavering) hope and trust in 
the Lord (true Christians)! 

 
This coincidentally is much like the church at Smyrna in one way, as 
here at Philadelphia the believers maintained their abounding love for 
Jesus, and refused to compromise; the difference being that in 
Philadelphia all of the believers were united in this endeavor, whereas 
in Smyrna the unwavering believers were but a remnant of the church. 
No matter what happened, they remained strong with the little power 
they had—to remain focused upon the Lord and trust Him fully. This 
is an illustration of the remnant church which began during the 
Fundamentalist Period and exists even to this day (although scattered), 
as but a few believers (compared to the Body of Christ as a whole) 
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choose to remain loyal to the Lord with purity of truth and sincerity of 
devotion unto immovable motivational diligence (an act of righteousness 
foundational to God’s grace).915  

The church at Philadelphia refused to compromise, which brought 
persecution and accusation from both non-believers and supposed be-
lievers. This is the trend which continues today, as lukewarm or cold 
believers are willing to compromise and condemn those who remain 
faithfully immovable.916 All believers can learn from the church at 
Philadelphia that it is possible to remain strong in our faith, without: 
compromise, variation, or excuse; no matter what types of temptation, 
consequence or influence may arise!917 True abounding sincere and dis-
ciplined devotion for the Lord is the only key to spiritual success in this 
matter; for sincerity of disciplined devotion is nurtured by the Lord, 
and becomes an aspect of our demeanor which is spiritually based! All 
such “gifts” from the Lord are implanted within the spirit of His legiti-
mate children, for the fortitude necessary to maintain immovability 
from the foundation of our faith, which is the Lord (Jesus; the way, 
truth, and life)! God’s divine “drawing” process which begins and con-
tinues God’s “good” work in us foundational to Jesus the Lord, renders 
many wonderful and righteous blessings and gifts; this for fulfillment 
of “purpose” which is realized unto righteous fruition solely within the 
spiritual relational reality; which rarely occurs (begins and continues) 
when individuals are held captive to the guile of Satan within religion 
and religious endeavor! 

A very important factor of Christianity which was known in 
Philadelphia, and ought to as well remain a precedent imperative to all 
believers, is that it is the Lord of truth and light which we know and 
serve. As any variation from the truth (including excuses) is but a decep-
tion (lie); and journeys away from light lead to diminished illumination 
and thereby the inability to see clearly; no variation from truth and light 
is an option! Immovable adherence to truth is a sound Gospel test re-
garding being a child of God!918 The Christian religion is filled with 
religious variations away from the truth (thus darkness); whereas actual 
Christianity is absolutely foundational to truth (thus light). 

915 cf. 1 Peter 1:1-25; 2 Peter 1:1-21; 1 Timothy 1:1-19.
916 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1-58.
917 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
918 cf. 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
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THE RESPONSIBILITY (DUTY) OF ALL CHRISTIANS •
IS TO EVIDENCE THE TRUTH AND WALK THEREIN; 
THUS ABIDING IN BOTH THE GOSPEL AND LORD!919 
The time period and characteristics of the latter nineteenth and •
earlier twentieth centuries Fundamentalist Movement had to 
occur; this in accordance to God’s immense mercy and 
lovingkindness, as He seeks that none should perish but rather 
that all would come to repentance (for astray believers) and/or 
knowledge of truth (for non-believers)!920 Because of extreme 
levels of decadence which had occurred even so from the second 
century A.D., with the coercive deceptions of the Babylonian 
Mysteries religion (Catholicism); then further religious guile 
which occurred during the Scholastic Period in conjunction 
with the Protestant (reformation) movement during which time 
the supposed great reformers introduced human postulated 
religious mandates in attempts to counter Catholic heretical 
teachings and apostate ritualistic worship practices, an earnest 
attempt had to come forth in hopes of allowing the multitudes 
to return unto Gospel truth and appropriate spiritual worship; 
prior to the ultimate form of decline which remains prevalent 
from A.D. 1954 to this day. 

Note regarding—repentance: The word “repent” means to ◦
stop and turn back or around; also meaning to change the 
way of one’s thinking. Inasmuch as non-believers have never 
faced God, it would be completely futile to speak the word 
“repent” to a non-believer; for the reality would be to 
instruct them to turn back to their licentious (sinful) life! 
Inasmuch as the world in general believes the word “repent” 
to directly mean—“turn from sin,” animosity arises along 
with confusion as non-believers have been led to believe 
(falsely) that they must “repent” from all sin before God will 
welcome them; yet nothing is further from the truth, as 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us (Romans 5:1-
21, emphasis v. 8), and the actual ministry of true 
Christianity is one of—reconciliation, as God is no longer 

919 cf. John 8:31-36; 15:1-17.
920 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17, specific vs. 5-12; 2 Peter 3:1-18; 1 Timothy 2:1-8.
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angry with humanity because of the sacrifice He rendered 
upon the cross which was the propitiation for our sin debt 
(Romans 3:21-31; Hebrews 2:1-18; 1 John 2:1-27; 4:1-21; 2 
Corinthians 5:1-21, emphasis vs. 14-21)! Therefore, the 
word “repent” should never be mentioned to non-believers, 
but rather the immense love of God which He renders upon 
us; even though we are un-deserving! For wayward 
believers, repentance should be spoken, in an effort to 
exhibit love for them as we would hope they would come 
(or return) to an abounding relationship with God; which 
only occurs when fellowship with Him is continuously 
forthcoming; which cannot occur when a believer wanders 
in darkness habitually, while deluding themselves in 
attempts to justify inappropriate behavior and their refusal 
(rebellion) to “stop and turn back” to God (1 John 1:1-2:2). 

 
Laodicea: The spiritual decadence (decline) found in the church at 7.
Laodicea (A.D. 1954-present), is the epitome of spiritual weakness 
unto deprivation and destitution. The level of decline in aspects of 
spiritual focus (walking by faith), is now to the point that virtually no 
one; except a remnant (few); are willing to render complete (utter) 
dedication and loyalty to the Lord God, holding always to Scripture 
truth.921 This is the end result of being distracted (deceived) by Satan 
as by: materialistic focus upon the things of the world; the trusting 
of oneself rather than trusting in the Lord; gathering of teachers who 
instruct according to fleshly whims and carnal desires; seeking 
emotional puffing up, rather than spiritual edification; following of 
others upon the broad path which leads to destruction; failing to 
fulfill the responsibility of a “Christian,” by testing the spirits to see 
if they are from God, evidencing the truth so as to walk therein, 
praying according to God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will, and 
abstaining from wretched intentional ignorance! Please remember, 
religious complacency which leads to spiritual despair and depravity 
is an abomination unto God! 

 

921 cf. Matthew 7:13-27; Luke 6:39-49; 8:4-21; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12; Ephesians 6:10-20; 
Philippians 1:12-30.
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The church at Laodicea (current-day church) is now only lukewarm (at 
best) because of habitual compromise and lawlessness! This demon-
strates that when decadence continues long enough, the end result 
becomes practiced minimal effort for any appropriate reason regarding 
good deeds (within God’s righteousness).922 This is where (unfor-
tunately) the Lord becomes a God of convenience to the believer, rather 
than: Lord of all, first and foremost, the First and the Last, the Alpha 
and the Omega, the highest priority of existence. 

The church at Laodicea images the harsh reality of faith found in most 
believers, and Christian religious organizations today. Many tend to falsely 
believe that spiritual success can be determined by physical realm means 
such as: financial status, outward appearance, size of membership (in re-
gard to a congregation), one’s own merits or achievements (“self” 
righteousness), prestige of a name or position (individuals: Pastor; 
Minister; Teacher; Bishop; Pope; Reverend; etc. / organizations: Seminary; 
College of the Bible; Vatican; Synagogue; Church; Temple; etc.). To falsely 
believe is to have false faith and hope, for true faith and hope is both as-
suring and convicting; as its confidence and trust is in God alone!923 The 
downfall of most current-day pulpit proclamation is twofold: 

 
The primary proclamation (adamantly) should be—devotional love 1.
for God, and reception of the reality of God and reality of Christ 
(glory of Christ)! 

The proclamation of multitude churches is contradictory, •
because of the many false teachers who have been gathered to 
instruct according to human whims and physical realm desires. 
The multitudes now seek for God to serve them, and this in 
ignorance of His works regarding human kind having been 
completed before the foundation of the world.924 Within the 
ignorance of the multitudes, the focus is upon the secular world 
and all that is impure in accordance to the flesh; for this is the 
end result of exuberant love for “self” (varying forms of 
narcissism) in accordance to the influence of the sinful nature 
(self; individuality). 

922 cf. Philippians 4:4-9.
923 cf. Hebrews 5:11-6:20; 11:1-40; 12:1-29.
924 cf. Ephesians 1:3-23; Hebrews 4:1-16.
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A harsh reality, as we are not to judge those who are ◦
external of the faith (as God judges non-believers—1 
Corinthians 5:1-13); the characteristics rendered in the 
Gospel regarding the behavior of humankind pertaining to 
the end times, is the characteristics regarding those we are 
to judge (members of the church)! Please read 2 Timothy 
3:1-7.  

What is stated we (the remnant who are led and ⁃
empowered by the Lord) are to do regarding “lukewarm” 
or “cold” believers whose behavior is pathetic at best 
(answer—v. 5)? The standard which legitimate children of 
God are to obey found in verse five is righteous; for 
within the behavior and beliefs of individual members of 
the blatantly carnal church (Laodicea), the reality of God 
and of the Christ are habitually denied and/or rejected, 
which can cause extreme detriment to the spirituality of 
true believers, through close associations with those who 
remain blatantly carnal (by choice or ignorance; makes no 
difference)! 

 
The primary ministry of the church is—RECONCILIATION. As 2.
the Lord is no longer angry with humankind because of His work 
upon the cross, He seeks that all draw near to Him from across the 
chasm caused by sin. When individuals sincerely seek Him through 
seeking of truth, He then may begin training them for the state of 
eternality which is to come; the entirety of the two endeavors being 
contingent upon God’s knowledge of all things, including the motive 
of the individuals, and God’s divine work of grace abounding 
righteousness!925 When the Lord is allowed to lead an individual 
after preparing, drawing and teaching them, the leading is unto a 
changed life (being conformed to the image of Christ), a distinctive 
mindset primarily upon spiritual matters (the mind of Christ), an 
attitude which denies the “old” nature so as to walk according to the 
“new” nature; and appropriate: focus, reverence, and devotion upon 
and for the Lord.926  

925 cf. 1 Chronicles 28:9; Romans 8:24-28. 
926 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:14-6:10.
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The proclamation of multitude churches is contradictory, be-•
cause voidance of the spiritual growth which is from God has 
occurred due to absolutely inappropriate focus and sinful mo-
tives! Ritualistic physical realm traditional religion of human 
doctrine and precept has taken the place of worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth; just as traditions of deceptive (pagan) rote 
has taken the place of sincerity of devotion! Due to deceptive 
proclamations from multitude church pulpits regarding a “con-
fession of faith unto salvation,” millions of individuals believe 
themselves to be saved; although they remain void of the Holy 
Spirit’s seal for the day of redemption, void of God’s convictions 
of wrongdoing, void of the imperative righteous work of God; 
ignorant of being spiritually destitute, void of truth, ignorant of 
the purpose of God’s instruction (training for the future state of 
eternality), ignorant of the Gospel (as most have never actually 
read the Bible), focused upon the flesh, willing to deny truth for 
the purpose of avoiding responsibility, lazy, ungrateful, and de-
lusional; all of these demonstrating failure to pass Biblical tests! 

It is for this reason that Jesus stated—“I know your deeds, ⁃
that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were 
cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth” (NASB 
Revelation 3:15, 16). What then is the reality; “hot” is to 
be devotionally obedient and loyal, “cold” is to just shut 
up and make no professions; but because the multitudes 
are un-devotional and yet making professions (lukewarm), 
the behavior is sickening to the Lord (spit/spew; Greek—
emew, to vomit)! It is not necessarily the lukewarm 
spiritual stature within multitudes that is so upsetting to 
the Lord, but rather the complacency within the 
lukewarm state; as complacency within wrongdoing (un-
righteousness) is the very epitome of abomination unto 
the Lord, as multitudes consider their actions to be “too 
light a thing” to warrant change!927 The current-day 
church (Laodicea) holds no respect for accountability 
unto the Lord, for multitudes are void of devotion and 

927 cf. Ezekiel 8:1-18, specific v. 17.
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reverence for the Lord; being detestable and disobedient 
because of an abundance of carnal—“self!”928 

SPIRITUAL DECLINE SUMMATION 

The progression of decline went from losing one’s first love (diminished 
devotion), to fear of suffering (diminished devotion leads to failure to 
receive God’s perfect love which casts out fear), to religious doctrinal 
compromise (fear leads to loss of appropriate spiritual focus), to moral 
compromise (loss of appropriate focus leads to delusional spiritual de-
gradation), to spiritual lifelessness and no longer holding fast (delusional 
spiritual degradation leads to but a concept of spiritually active well-
being), to lukewarm-ness as neither hot nor cold in reverence to the 
Lord (conceptual spiritual insincerity leads to secular fleshly endeavors); 
thus the inevitable result becomes conceptual consideration that physical 
realm endeavors will bring spiritual realm success (heresy and apostasy). 
A remnant of the totality of believers actually have devotional love for 
the Lord, thereby serving as by His strength according to His masterful 
leadership upon the narrow path of His righteousness; whereas the mul-
titudes remain un-devotional except by concept, religiously deceived, 
serving upon the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction as by 
the insidious nature of both Satan’s schemes and the deceptive authority 
of the sinful carnal nature! Within the end result of spiritual decline 
and degradation, human beings render only minimal attentiveness upon 
the Lord, instead seeking to establish their own righteousness via secular 
standards of materialism and supposed holiness; which henceforth leads 
to attempts to justify God’s having to come to lower standards to please 
humanity at chosen levels of ignorant speculation, and spiritual realm 
assumption! If lukewarm believers of the current church would confess 
the truth of their religious stature; the truth would appear as: 
 

Greetings Demons 
 
Within our constant return to religiosity, religious compla-
cency, self-centeredness, and seeking and loving that which is 
of the world; we by our decision making processes have wel-
comed you to return into our lives so as to deceive! 

928 cf. Titus 1:13-16.
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In our chosen maintained ignorance of appropriate focus upon Lord 
God, the imperative of constant prayer, and seeking of the Gospel truth 
which may keep us free from the deceptive realm; we instead choose to 
be double-mindedly lazy and thus deny submission unto God, choosing 
instead to be served within our own volition to remain active with fleshly 
indulgences and secular desires; having failed by righteous choice to 
actually love the Lord! 

ESCHATOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF REVELATION 1:17, 18  

LINKED TO REVELATION 4:1 

Revelation 4:1 begins prophesy of what must take place. This passage 
of Revelation is the step which is just beyond our present position in 
the time line of history and future. As the illustrations of the seven 
churches sum up the ways within the church even to this day, so now 
we enter into that which has yet to happen, and must occur. The “must” 
aspect of this statement demonstrates that there is no doubt remaining 
as to whether or not heaven awaits the saved, and judgment the lost. As 
these things must take place, it is now only a matter of time! 

John signifies every true believer who has held to the blessed hope 
of salvation with Christ in heaven. The significance of John being called 
up to the third heaven (where God dwells), demonstrates the goal of 
every believer as being a reality. It has now been demonstrated as being 
as real as it gets! In Revelation 1:18, Jesus is saying that He holds the 
keys of death and Hades. This is significant as death and Hades were 
once an entrapment to all, yet now the way of freedom from the en-
trapment has been opened (Revelation 4:1). The door which is now open 
is the door which could not previously be passed, for it was locked.929 

 
Important Note: Appropriate righteous worship of God is in the spir-
itual realm; therefore cheap physical realm (religious) mimics or 
emulation will not suffice! When the Lord is loved with sincere devotion 
and shown appropriate reverence; and this with persistent disciplined 
diligence; He then brings us into the spiritual realm where we may have 
intimate and abounding fellowship with Him. When this fact is under-
stood, leaving one’s first love is no longer an option; for the immensity 
of actual fellowship with the Lord is a motivational factor which leads 

929 cf. John 10:1-42.
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those accustomed to the reality of the spiritual realm, to follow the Lord 
upon the narrow path of His righteousness. The effect of actual fellow-
ship with the Lord is a lifechanging experience which ushers forth the 
force of internal conviction and awe; this then bringing forth continued 
humility, which is necessary for return visits into His presence. 
 

It is imperative to realize the distinct difference between •
spiritual reality and emotional response; for lasting growth 
comes from the reality of the spiritual relationship (spiritual 
reality), whereas only temporary change occurs due to 
emotional response within the physical realm mimic of the 
spiritual realm relationship! The emotional response which 
comes through religious mimic or emulation of God’s 
righteousness never lasts; for this reason (revival) is necessary, to 
rekindle the emotional responses which will bring forth an 
acceptable religious comfort within the flesh! 

FINAL NOTES 

Within the religious concept of walking by faith (although not), the 1.
spiritual realm remains but postulates of human inane thinking; thus 
no actual intimate relationship with God exists beyond fleshly 
emotional fantasy. The spiritual realm remains un-charted territory 
as by deceptive religious ignorance; for the reality of the spiritual 
realm is only revealed by the Lord to those who are devotionally 
relational (legitimate), aloof any and all: insidious religion, false 
doctrine, human precepts and philosophies, emotional (fleshly) 
worship practices, pride, arrogance, and sensual (secular wanton) 
desires! The spiritual relational reality never begins or continues 
without the divine grace abounding work of God which prepares, 
draws and teaches unto salvation; therefore, if God has never begun 
a good work in individuals, then He cannot continue or complete 
the work which never began; all the religious fantasy which is 
possible cannot change this reality! 

 
Although the multitudes have never actually tasted the heavenly gift 2.
which is intimate fellowship with the Lord, the possibility yet exists 
that with: appropriate sincere seeking of truth, appropriate focus 
upon the Lord, courage, diligence, imperative denial of the sinful 
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nature (self; individuality), and maintaining a forward motion (to 
His upward call) in the light as He is in the light; the potential is yet 
available to all who would believe, to achieve and be blessed with 
actual fellowship with the Lord, by which comes the growth that 
changes an individual’s life, thereby conforming them to the image 
of Christ (which is a lifelong endeavor process)! This is the essence 
of “Christianity.” 

 
When remembrance of the heavenly gift which is actual fellowship 3.
with God is removed by the Lord due to repetition of that which is 
inappropriate; righteous motivation is also removed, for the Lord 
even though infinitely merciful will not bless repeated intentional 
foolishness! Once remembrance and the motivation hence from is 
removed, the only avenue for repentance (turning back to God in 
actuality) must come from the Lord; for there is nothing further a 
servant of God can do! Because removal of remembrance and 
motivation is a harsh reality which cannot be denied, it is of extreme 
importance that all believers remain vigilant to guard against heresy 
and apostasy at all times; for being released to the depravity of 
delusion happens without warning, when the furthest extent of lost 
focus and/or licentiousness has been reached without consideration 
of consequences!  

 
“Religion” as designated by humankind has caused bondage for mul-4.
titudes of believers for generations upon generations! If the measure 
of faith given to each individual was appropriately utilized in con-
junction with the physical blessings rendered upon each (sight, 
hearing, smell, touch, speech) anyone at any time has possibility to 
have an actual relationship with God their Creator; as the blessings 
bring forth gratitude and assurance, within understanding of the pre-
cise creativity and choices of the Lord.930 As God is plainly witnessed 
within the realm of His creation, the only reason for individuals to 
be held in bondage to delusion and deception is that which is em-
phasized by the insincerities and insecurities of the human sinful 
nature. When this nature is denied (crucified by choice) as an action 
of devotion, the insincerity is replaced by sincerity (God’s love re-

930 cf. Romans 1:1-32, contemplate vs. 18-32.
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places the emotional love which is of the flesh), and insecurity (of 
the flesh) is replaced by the security which is foundational to God’s 
righteousness and faithfulness; for with the transition from a physical 
realm mindset and existence to a spiritual realm mindset and exis-
tence as by God’s divine work, appropriate devotional worship of 
God in spirit and in truth becomes a reality; for the Lord Himself 
brings forth growth pertaining to eternal existence and thereby ful-
fillment of an individual’s purpose by creation. “Manmade religion” 
has caused detriment and destruction to the potential of relational 
existence throughout the history of the church; yet this should never 
have been, for the reality of the relationship and the purposeful ex-
istence hence the time of origin has been available to each person. 
The choice is simple, follow men who can be coerced and misguided, 
or follow the Lord who is unchangeable and divine; the former is 
easy as our flesh and endeavors remain in the physical realm, the 
latter is initially difficult as our motivations and endeavors are toward 
the spiritual realm; the choice (without double-mindedness) is the 
initial hardest step, yet the journey (all consequential steps) become 
easier as the Lord guides the individual’s steps upon the narrow path 
of His righteousness. Disciplined devotional motivation and dili-
gence is the key to success! As God is as close as our knees knelt 
upon in humble submission and appreciation for what He has already 
done, there will be no excuse by anyone for having failed to be rela-
tional with the Lord our: Creator, God, Master, King, and Savior! 
Follow religion and be held captive to deception and guile, or follow 
the Lord and receive the illumination of truth and the victory hence-
forth; the choice rests with each of us!931 

 
A “Christian” is “Christ-like”! A “Christian” abides both in the 
Lord and in the Gospel; striving with disciplined diligence to 
remain both submissive to God and in subjection to His 
righteousness! A “Christian” places no confidence in either the 
flesh or in the uncertainty of mammon; instead placing full 
confidence and trust in the Lord, grasping the blessing of 
spiritual growth which leads us not only in this life but forward 
to life eternal; which is life indeed!932 

931 cf. John 3:3-21; 1 John 1:1-5:21; Colossians 1:3-3:17; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Jude 1:1-25.
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CHRISTIANS (THOSE WHO ARE CHRIST-LIKE) ARE: 

Devotional (first and foremost): “Christians” deny the desires of 1.
individuality, and “self” (selfish ambition and motive) so as to 
maintain relational ardor for the Lord our God. The “deeds” of the 
flesh are insistently surrendered for the purpose of receiving the 
“fruits” of God’s righteousness!933 

 
Appreciative: “Christians” understand and appreciate the immense 2.
blessing of not only knowing but being known by the Creator of 
the universe; whom made the earth habitable so as to sustain and 
nourish the wonderment of life. It is within sincere appreciation 
that “Christians” consider the instruction, admonitions, and 
commandments of God to be never burdensome; rather we render 
continuous thanksgiving unto the Lord for keeping us free and safe 
from the harm which befalls those of fleshly and secular 
mindedness!934 

 
Courageous: “Christians” stand firm upon the foundational “Rock” 3.
which is our Lord; graciously accepting the tribulation, persecution, 
and suffering which assuredly comes forth from adamant 
proclamation of both truth and necessary responsibility, in a world 
which is deceived, negligent, stubborn and rebellious! “Christians” 
are taught by the Lord regarding the power of both the sinful nature 
and demonic influence; thus also the imperatives regarding the battle 
which must be fought!935 

 
Selfless and sacrificial servants: “Christians” seek to serve the Lord 4.
God within the responsibilities of our corporeal existence! 
“Christians” seek to—understand the good, acceptable, and perfect 
will of God, fulfill their purpose within it, and perform their duties 
diligently as by the power and guidance of God’s might and 
masterful leadership!936 

932 cf. 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; John 8:1-59; 15:1-16:33; Romans 10:1-21; James 2:1-4:17; 
1 Timothy 6:1-21.

933 cf. Matthew 16:24-28; Galatians 5:19-26; Romans 3:1-5:21.
934 cf. Genesis 1:1-2:25; Romans 1:1-32; 8:1-39; Galatians 4:1-11; John 8:31-51; 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
935 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; 15:1-34; 1 Timothy 6:1-21; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:8; John 15:1-16:1; 

Ephesians 6:1-20. 
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CHRISTIANS ARE NOT: 

Selfish: Only non-believers and lukewarm / cold believers place their 1.
own motivations as precedent over the good, acceptable and perfect 
will of God. Lukewarm and cold believers; who may or may not ac-
tually be saved (only God knows with certainty); seek to be serviced 
by God, usually within the realm of secular and fleshly wanton and 
sensual desire (religion; earthy endeavor). “Self” is that which binds 
individuals to all the darkness of the physical realm (including demonic 
instigation and influence), and foolish adolescent (stubborn and re-
bellious) pride is that which protects the sinful nature (“self”); holding 
human corporeal existence to the darkness of ignorance regarding 
spiritual freedom, within which is no clear way of escape! By the divine 
work of God’s preparatory drawing and teaching, the exit to spiritual 
freedom from the darkness of the secular world is opened and the 
“Way” illumined; for by no other means may individuals witness the 
reality by which we must be saved! Selfish motives lead individuals 
to evade the reality of God in the seeking of salvation; this being the 
reason why the darkness of religious motif continues and abounds 
within the drama of life upon the earth, when the reality of the Christ 
(glory of Christ) is evaded, denied and/or rejected through the in-
fluential workings (darkness) of religious teachings and traditions of 
rote! Selfishness holds us to the superficiality of a physical realm ex-
istence; whereas “selflessness” by the grace of God eliminates the 
barriers to allow the in-depth spiritual reality to occur unto victory! 

 
Bigoted and Prejudice: Only foolish individuals would believe 2.
their own standards of life to have capability of bringing forth 
betterment regarding the existence of others. Foolish and ignorant 
believers appoint blame to others guilty of wickedness derived from 
the human sinful nature; also affixing judgmental authority unto 
themselves, believing thus that they have not sinned and fallen short 
of God’s glory! 

 
Wandering in Darkness: In Jesus is life, and the life accepted unto 3.
manifested reality is the light of humankind, by which we achieve 

936 cf. John 1:1-18; Romans 8:1-17; 12:1-14:23; Ephesians 4:1-6:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; 
1 Peter 1:3-5:11; James 1:2-5:20.
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freedom and clarity to exit the darkness of this world in: thought, 
word, and deed! Only non-believers and foolish believers would be 
so ignorant as to believe a harmonious destination in the light of 
truth, can be achieved and come forth while wandering blindly in 
the darkness of secular fantasy and deception; which is void of truth! 
Within the darkness of religious deceit and traditional ritualistic fan-
tasy (rote), there is no illumination (light) by which to witness the 
“Way” out of all carnality which binds; for the divine grace abound-
ing work of God within the reality of the Christ is the imperative 
necessity by which the narrow path of God’s righteousness is traveled 
unto spiritual victory! 

 
Religiously Deceived: Only those deceived by demonic guile 4.
would believe “religion” to be capable of guiding, nurturing and 
saving them! Within “religion” the cords of bondage are pulled 
tighter and tighter, until the possibility of spiritual freedom becomes 
but a lost memory; as the ability for reminiscence of the possibility 
is obscured to the point of nonexistence! The delusive effects of 
religiosity, leads to the deluding effects brought forth by practiced 
ignorance within religion; for the “depth” of the saving relationship 
is skipped over because of the obscurity which surrounds religious 
ambitions and practices! 

Christian Attitudinal Behavior336



CHAPTER SIX 

NOTATIONS ON REVELATION 

I  AM INCLUDING THIS  CHAPTER  on books 4-22 of Revelation 
for the purpose of emphasis, motivation and understanding. The tor-
ment of the “Great Tribulation Period should motivate us to reach 
everyone possible with the good news of the Gospel, while there is yet 
still time! If we truly love all others as we ought, with the love that is 
from God, and if we truly love Jesus, we will speak about Him; as we 
do not want anyone to go through the agony of the Tribulation Period, 
without the hope of eternal life in God’s kingdom! 

There will be many different judgments within the Great Tribulation 
Period, and a period of God’s divine wrath which brings forth summa-
tion. The Great Tribulation Period (3.5 years) begins at the halfway 
point of the Tribulation Period (7 years), after the Antichrist is revealed 
for who he truly is—the instrument of Satan against the Jews and all 
others who seek after God. After a brief description of the Antichrist, I 
will render explanations as to the events of the Tribulation Period; as I 
have come to understand them. I am hopeful that this chapter will 
render explanations as to what the judgment message of Revelation 
conveys. This is in no way complete in eschatological explanation; for 
I do not claim to fully understand myself, the intricacies within the final 
book of Scripture; yet study of the book is a blessing (v. 1:3). 

PREFATORY 

Personal Note: I must say—although I studied the book of Revelation 
in school, and have for many years attempted to gain further under-
standing derived from a foundation of formal training; something has 
never seemed right or appropriate. I set forth on a journey of consid-
erable study, while humbly submitting to the Lord in prayer throughout 
the endeavor, in efforts to diligently allow Him to teach me this very 
confusing book. I have never felt it appropriate to explain the book of 
Revelation metaphorically, in attempts to explain the reality of what the 
Apostle John saw; for this would be to maintain actual ignorance, rather 
than gaining understanding. 



Although we do not have the ability to fully understand what John 
was shown, the wars and desolation during the Great Tribulation Period 
will occur, and must be taken literally! The following accounts are my 
personal efforts to explain what will occur in Revelation chapters 4-22. 
Please understand that I am unsure as to the intricate reality of what 
will actually take place, as was witnessed by the Apostle John; so please 
forgive me for any inaccuracies which occur within this account. There 
are a few factors which must be taken into consideration during study 
of the book of Revelation: 
 

The book of Revelation is prophesy of future events from the time 1.
of its being revealed; therefore is must be taken literally, never 
metaphorically; for it is not a matter of human interpretation, but 
rather a matter of God’s sovereign fulfillment involving judgment 
for the atrocities of humankind to a degree comparable with the time 
of Noah!937  

The extent of wretchedness leading up to the time and necessity •
of the Great Tribulation Period is easily understandable; for 
with the world being within the stage of church history 
(Laodicea) of which the Lord is kept out of His own church, the 
blatant unfruitful deeds of darkness abounds moreover upon the 
earth, with ejection of the light of truth from gatherings of 
believers (church; ekklaysia)!938 
Anyone can manipulate the Gospel, when delusive conjecture •
and assumption lead the endeavors; yet as a child and servant of 
God, I cannot intentionally involve myself in any aspect of 
Scripture study or presentation which may involve forms of 
guile!939  

 
Because we are not actually aware of what exactly was shown the 2.
Apostle John, we can at best in many cases only guess the specifics 
of that which he (John) attempts to describe. 

How 20th and 21st century A.D. weapons of warfare would be •
described by an individual living in the 1st century A.D. is solely 

937 1:1-2, 19; 22:18, 19; cf. 2 Peter 1:19-21; Genesis 6:5-13.
938 3:14-22, specific v. 20; cf. John 1:1-11; 14:6; Acts 26:15-18; Romans 13:12-14; 

2 Corinthians 4:6.
939 cf. 1 Peter 2:1-3; 3:8-12.
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a matter of investigative hypothesis. We must remember that 
John’s descriptions would be associated and comparative with 
aspects of his human existence, as it would be necessary for him 
to make descriptive comparisons. 

During the course of this study, I will render explanations ◦
pertinent to the reality of that which is described; this under 
notes of “Possibilities and Considerations.” All personal 
attempts at explanation or reiterations in conjunction with 
descriptiveness by John will fall under the aforementioned 
note heading.  

 
Regarding weaponry, I will not do this solely as a basis of investigation, 
but rather from past personal experience with modern weapons of 
warfare. 
 

Although there are times when we must attempt to understand 3.
things which can never be actually known for certain without 
personal witness of the revelation (example #2 above), as by revealed 
descriptiveness; it is neither wise nor appropriate for believers to 
make conjecture or assumption based on that which is not written 
or described (absence of revelation). As believers, our endeavor is to 
study the word to show ourselves approved; handling accurately (cut 
out straight) the Word of truth!940 

Further understanding of this important fact will arise later •
within the study; concerning the “Rapture” of the church. 

THE PERSON OF “ANTICHRIST” AS HE IS  

DESCRIBED IN SCRIPTURE 

The world today (as throughout history) looks to the surface rather 
than to the heart.941 Just as Scripture has stated would be the way of 
the world regarding favoritism due to appearance and/or financial stat-
ure, this world leader (the Antichrist) will be a person of both, or he 
would not be accepted by this superficial world. In regard to acceptance 
by the world, Scripture is perfectly clear, and by this truth it becomes 
apparent why so many will be deceived as they refuse to be separate 

940 cf. 2 Timothy 2:14-16; 3:16, 17.
941 cf. James 2:2-4; 2 Corinthians 5:10-13; John 7:21-24.
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from the ways of the world (carnality) unto the Lord. Although the 
Antichrist will be handsome as by aesthetics or financial stature, and 
thus the type of individual who carnal folks will want to follow; he will 
also be the epitome of one whose existence is founded upon guile lead-
ing to outright delusive behavior!  

The basis for a person to be absolutely convincing to others, al-
though delusive, is for the person to be so totally deceived that they 
believe their own lies. This is the case with many in the world today 
and throughout history, and will be the case with the Antichrist as he 
will seriously believe that he is God; for he will be fully under Satan’s 
influence and power, thus the human representation of the “Great 
Deceiver.” It is an unfortunate fact, but there are many supposed 
Christians today who have never known the Lord, and yet think and 
confess that they do.942 The tribulation saints, will be the remnant of 
the masses upon the earth who are not deceived by this man’s decep-
tions. This ability to stay clear of being deceived and thus victorious 
will only come by the spiritual discernment granted individuals by the 
Holy Spirit’s presence (within), in conjunction with appropriate main-
tained focus upon the Lord; for His (Holy Spirit’s) work of restraint 
will be withdrawn (without) from the entirety of the world, so as to 
allow the blatant deception to occur.943 With the Spirit of truth with-
drawn from the world, conviction of truth from without will cease to 
come forth, which is why only those sealed and protected by God will 
remain free from deception.944 
 
Personal Note: With ejection of the Lord from His own church (afore-
mentioned), and the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit’s embrace of truth 
upon the world; deception will reign supreme, allowing Satan to be wor-
shipped in human form by all who are without the seal of manifest truth 
which is from the Lord!945 With the rejection of the Lord within the 
church, came the reality that the darkness of deception would be allowed 
to continue unhindered by the righteousness of God; for without love 
for and seeking of truth, the light of the Lord (being rejected) is incapable 
of exposing the inappropriate deceptions and delusions of multitudes 

942 cf. Matthew 7:15-23.
943 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12; Ephesians 1:9-14.
944 cf. John 16:13-15.
945 7:2-8; cf. 2 Corinthians 1:20-22; Ephesians 1:9-14; 4:30.
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who have remained intentionally ignorant and thereby deceived.946 
Throughout this book (Big If), emphasis has been made that we must 
study and pray with devotional disciplined diligence, as this is an imper-
ative basis of our sincere love for the Lord God; yet with the ejection of 
the Lord from the church in general, now only superficial love is em-
phasized and evinced, within which laziness and complacency have 
replaced reverence and devotion. The emphasis within this book was 
never to emphasize “do this or that,” or “don’t do this or that,” but rather 
the reality that without devotional love for the Lord and the outcome 
of motivation and behavior there from; deception and darkness will as-
suredly enter in to one’s endeavors bringing forth the laziness and 
complacency aforementioned. Within this generation, the cold or luke-
warm realistic walk of parents has produces un-disciplined and outright 
rebellious attitudes and behavior contrary to standards set forth by God; 
this then creating the perfect setting for the Tribulation Period and the 
spiritual downfall of multitudes! The overall emphasis of this book has 
remained—LOVE THE LORD; for with this imperative being met, 
bringing forth submission so that God may both will and work for His 
own good pleasure, many may realize the error of nonchalant lukewarm 
Christianity, and turn to the Lord before it is too late! 

As Satan has always desired to be worshipped, as he would settle for 
nothing less than being like the Most High; being worshipped in the 
human form of the Antichrist will be the ultimate culmination of his 
desire.947 This will be the crescendo of Satan’s scheme to achieve su-
periority, which will finally end at the battle of Gog and Magog.948 With 
Satan being worshipped within the ignorance of deceptive religion 
throughout history, and this because trust was placed upon servants of 
darkness who were believed to be servants of light, multitudes have 
never come out into the light of truth so as to be sealed for the day of 
redemption and thereby saved!949 So that this may be avoided, emphasis 
has been repeatedly rendered in this book (Big If) to abide in the Word 
of God (Lord, truth of Scripture) as by the many rendered specifics, so 
that the power of the living and active Word may bring forth strength 
and guidance away from darkness into the light where God leads, trains, 

946 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
947 cf. Isaiah 14:12-15.
948 20:7-9.
949 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
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and nurtures! It is hoped that individuals would: love the Lord, heed 
that warnings of the Scriptures, understand the instruction of this book 
(by God’s graceful guidance), and get serious regarding walking in a 
manner pleasing to God; so as not to be deceived.950  

The Antichrist is a person who will be trusted by many, and will bring 
great persecution to the Lord’s elect (both Jews and Gentiles). The 
Antichrist will cause great desolation to come upon the world.951 The 
Antichrist will be a person who is allowed to rule and cause dissention 
among many nations, while also being a person of great hatred of the 
one true God; for the Antichrist’s master (Satan) abhors any focus which 
would delve into spiritual depths beyond the superficiality of religious 
ignorance, within which Satan is worshipped!952 The individual of the 
Antichrist will be a severely wicked person who will receive his power 
directly from Satan; mimicking the one who empowers him.953 He will 
be a person of absolutely zero morals, who will find pleasure in the perse-
cution and destruction of millions.954 The unfortunate fact which follows 
the destruction of those deceived by Satan through the Antichrist is that 
only a remnant of the world population shall inevitably be physically 
saved throughout the Great Tribulation Period. All who willfully accept 
the mark of the beast (Satan being the beast) will assuredly perish, while 
blaming God for their misfortune and torment! The remnant of indi-
viduals, who do not receive the mark, will render refusal out of devotional 
obedience to God, yet trusting Him throughout the havoc!955 

Daniel 11:37 makes emphasis that the Antichrist will be a man of 
great self-pride, and will not have had any form of true faith as by reli-
gious heritage throughout his life. This same Scripture makes emphasis 
that the Antichrist will have no desire (respect; esteem) for women. If 
we consider the following facts about the mindset of the world today, 
and the fact that the Antichrist will be a man of great delusion (blatantly 
deceived), the possibility of his being a supposed leader of good will 
who does not respect or value women, increases considerably. It should 
be understood that a person of abounding narcissism, who is also led 

950 cf. John 3:1-36, specific vs.29-36.
951 cf. Daniel 9:27.
952 6:2; 13:5-7; cf. Matthew 24:5-25.
953 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:8, 9.
954 cf. Daniel 11:36-44.
955 14:11, 12.
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and empowered by pure evil (Satan) is actually incapable of respecting 
anyone beyond “self”; for within the darkness and wretchedness of bla-
tant self-centeredness, self-importance and self-absorption, the 
Antichrist will be the epitome of an individual rife for delusion!  

The Antichrist will be a man of considerable military strategy, for ten 
nations will follow him. For him to place his greatest faith in fortresses 
and physical might, he would have to be a man of previous military su-
pervision; well seasoned in military stratagem (or nations of might would 
not trust and follow him).956 The Antichrist will be a man of considerable 
wealth, and will prosper during his reign as leader and military victor. 
The way in which the world follows those with great wealth, would add 
to the factor of the Antichrist’s being wealthy prior to his convincing de-
ceptions. His prior wealth would lend credibility to his supposed humble 
claim to the throne; in that he would appear to be in need of nothing. 

The most considerable factor of the Antichrist which will add cred-
ibility to his claim as being God will be his life from death experience 
regarding his wound that will be healed by Satan (cf. 13:3). This wound 
will appear to be a death blow, which will be one of the devil’s greater 
convincing deceptions, along with other signs and wonders to further 
accredit the Antichrist with being who he is not (Jesus).957 The Antichrist 
will be very much like his father the devil; for he will be prideful to 
settle for nothing less than being like the Most High God! Although 
he is in actuality filthy with sin and absolutely without truth; a prideful 
lover of self, and outright wicked; he will appear to be a person of morals 
and light by the multitudes who remained deceived.958 
 
Note of interest: An almost precise representation of the guile and in-
trigue which will be utilized by the Antichrist can be evinced by a study 
of—Antiochus IV Epiphanes, whose reign was during the 2nd century 
B.C. Prophesy concerning Antiochus can be found within the book of 
Daniel (little horn - cf. 8:23-25), as well as prophesy concerning the 
Antichrist (cf. 11:36-45). By a comparative study of the verses pertaining 
to Antiochus and those pertaining to the Antichrist, we find that both 
Antiochus and the Antichrist (individually):  

956 cf. Daniel 11:38-42.
957 cf. 13:13, 14; Matthew 24:24.
958 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.
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Deceive the Jews into believing he is a friend (Revelation 6:2; cf. 1.
Daniel 8:23, 25). 
Will subdue as by conquests; empowered by Satan (cf. Daniel 8:24; 2.
11:38-44). 
Will believe and proclaim himself to be equal with God (cf. Daniel 3.
8:25; 11:36, 37). 
His reign will come to an end by divine judgment (cf. Daniel 8:25; 4.
11:45). 

 
Although many have stated that Daniel chapter 11 passages to pertain 
also to Antiochus IV Epiphanes, historical accounts show no evidence 
of fulfillment during the life of Antiochus. For this reason, prophesy 
makes illustration of the associations between the two; for by the dev-
astation caused by Antiochus, and the way in which he had dealt 
treacherously with the Jews, they (remembering history) would avoid 
falling prey to the same forms of guile, intrigue and inevitable devastation 
a second time. It is due the repeated sin cycle of obstinacy and rebellion 
by the Jews, which led them to deny the Messiah of promise (at His first 
advent), that will someday again lead them within prideful stubbornness 
to fall prey to the wiles of Satan through his servant the Antichrist. 
 

Although Antiochus preferred the name “Epiphanes” (the •
illustrious one); the Jews referred to him as “Epimanes” (the 
madman); for they despised him. Just as the Antichrist will be 
defeated by divine judgment (cf. 19:20), Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes was also divinely judged, for he died an insane 
individual in Persia (163 B.C.). 

THE HORNS, EYES, AND BOWLS OF PRAYERS 

Horns in Scripture generally are an illustration of strength and salvation. 
Horns throughout Biblical history have been used to call believers to 
worship, and center their attention upon the Lord.959 Horns are illustrated 
also as an article of power (strength), physical safety and salvation.960 

Eyes in Scripture many times represent the Holy Spirit, for He sees 
all (omniscient; omnipresent). The eyes can be denoted as one’s faith 

959 cf. Joshua 6:5-8; Hebrews 12:18, 19.
960 cf. 1 Kings 1:47-53; 2:28-30; Zechariah 1:18, 19; Luke 1:69-75.
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(understanding) that God sees all and will render the just judgment ac-
cording to His righteousness, holiness, mercies and GRACE. As we 
hold to the mercy and grace of our Lord by faith, so also do we believe 
that the Lord is aware of truth, reality, and necessities in all situations.961 

The bowls of prayer are denoted in the Revelation 5:8 passage. 
These bowls can be realized as the combined prayers of the saints, 
which are before the Lord as soothing and pleasing. The comparison 
of the prayers to incense, illustrates how the prayers are pleasing to 
the Lord, much like the sweet aroma of the fat from the burnt offerings 
of the Old Testament.962 

The illustration of the prayers of the saints being like bowls of incense, 
demonstrates how the Lord is pleased with the prayers of devotional be-
lievers, who never pray contrary to God’s good, acceptable and perfect 
will. As incense is relaxing and pleasing, so also are our prayers to the 
Lord, for they denote our trust, faith and reliance upon Him in every 
area of our lives; in accordance to the kind intention of His will. Just as 
incense comes in many different aromas which are pleasing, so also 
should our prayers be! Prayer is not just to request, but also to com-
municate and relate to God in the form of praise, adoration, confession 
of concerns, thanksgiving, and listening so as to learn!963 PRAYER IS 
COMMUNICATION; NOT ONE-SIDED SPEAKING! 

Revelation Chapters 4-5 

Chapter 4 
With completion of the message to the seven churches within Revelation 
chapters two and three; which emphasized the characteristics which 
were and remain noticeable within the body of Christ (church), we now 
come to realization of that which must occur. This statement—“what 
must take place after these things” (v. 1), is different from the state-
ment—“things which shall take place after these things” (cf. 1:19); for 
the statement of v. 1:19 indicates what will occur later (after the message 
of chapters 1-3), whereas the statement of v. 1 (Greek - dei) indicates 
what must now occur commensurate with the sovereign will of God.  

961 cf. Mark 4:22, 23; Luke 12:1-3; Romans 2:14-16; Matthew 6:5-8.
962 cf. Exodus 29:13, 14; Psalm 141:2.
963 cf. 2 Corinthians 9:10-15; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; Philippians 4:4-9; Colossians 4:2-4; 

Psalms 34:1-6.
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The Apostle John stated that he was “in the Spirit,” signifying that 
he was spiritually elsewhere (immersed spiritually in the Lord; within 
intimate fellowship) according to God’s will for this revelation, although 
his physical body remained upon the island of Patmos (v. 2).964 John 
was shown a throne in heaven, and described the beauty of the One 
upon it as by comparison to gemstones; of which (jasper) was designated 
for the breastplate of the Jewish high priest (v. 3).965 

Note of interest: Revelation 1:10 is the only place in Scripture •
where “Lord’s Day” can be found. Although many have believed 
this to indicate “Sunday,” and many utilize this as a reference to 
Sunday, the reality remains that every day is the Lord’s Day; so 
let us rejoice and be glad in them all!966 

 
Around the primary heavenly throne, were twenty-four lesser thrones 
(v. 4). Upon the lesser thrones were twenty-four elders, who were 
clothed in white garments, having golden crowns donned upon their 
heads; indicating reward for devotion.967 These “crowns” (Greek—step-
hanos) were of the type given those victorious within Greek games, and 
should not be confused with the “crown” (diadem) of sovereign rule. 
There has been much speculation as to the identity of the twenty-four 
individuals upon the thrones, which includes members of the “caught 
up” church, and angels of much responsibility.  

I will not attempt to surmise the identity of the individuals, as •
my best guess is but conjecture; instead I will simply say that 
angels (to my knowledge) were never exampled in Scripture to 
receive crowns, although believers are exampled; and I do not 
believe in the Rapture prior to the Great Tribulation Period, 
according to the assumptions of others (which will be discussed 
later in the lesson). 

 
John continued by descriptions of: 

Seven lamps of burning (which are the seven Spirits of God) (v. 5). 1.
Although this also has been the topic of much speculation, I will simply 
state I believe this to be emphasis of God’s divinity completeness.968 

964 cf. 1:9-11; 17:3.
965 cf. Exodus 28:15-21.
966 cf. Psalm 118:24.
967 cf. 2 Timothy 4:7, 8; James 1:2-12, specific v. 12; 1 Peter 5:1-4, specific v. 4.

Notations on Revelation346



Notations of mention for consideration of the number 7: 
 

God rested upon completion of His work (cf. Genesis 2:2, 3). •
The number of specific cleansing (cf. Leviticus 14:7-9). •
The number of coordinated task fulfillment (cf. Acts 6:1-4). •
Seven churches of mention; which emphasize the overall •
personal characteristics found within the church even to this 
day (Revelation 1:4-6; chapters 2 and 3). 
Seven lampstands (Revelation 1:12, 20). •
Seven stars (Revelation 1:16, 20). •
Book with seven seals (Revelation 5:1, 5). •
Seven horns and seven eyes of the Lord (Revelation 5:6). •
Seven angels and seven trumpets (Revelation 8:1-6). •
Seven peals of thunder (Revelation 10:1-7). •
Seven golden bowls of God’s wrath (Revelation 15:5-8; •
described 16:1-21). 
Seven kings of finality human reign upon the earth (Revelation •
17:9-13). 

 
Lightning and Thunder (v. 5); all of which as mentioned indicate 2.
divine power and/or majesty within the final book of the revealed 
Word—cf. 6:1; 8:5; 11:19; 14:2; 16:18; 19:6. 

 
Sea of glass (vs. 5, 6); which (I believe) emphasizes divine serenity and 3.
patient calmness. 

Possibilities and Considerations: Anyone who has been upon 
turbulent seas understands the feeling of peace which accompanies 
a smooth calm body of water (sea of glass). I believe this to be an 
indication of God’s divine majesty within His creation of time and 
space; for His timing, will, and work are always good, acceptable and 
perfect.969 Within this aspect of potential meaning, we should always 
remember that God involves Himself in time and space for the sake 
of His creatures; for He is not simply loving, but rather the very 
essence of agape (unconditional) love.970 

968 cf. 5:6; Isaiah 9:6, 7; 11:1-5.
969 v. 11; cf. James 1:16-18; Romans 12:2.
970 cf. 1 John 4:8-19; 2 Peter 3:8, 9.
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Four living creatures (vs. 5-8); which may reference: angels (cf. Isaiah 4.
6:2, 3; Ezekiel 10:15-20); the divine attributes of God (i.e. 
omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience; for they are seen within 
and surrounding the throne); some other aspect of Scripture—lion, 
calf, man, and eagle (possibly Synoptic Gospels). 

 
Appropriate praise for God (vs. 8-11). An emphasis worth noting is 5.
found in v. 10; for the twenty-four elders prostrate themselves and 
cast their crowns before God’s throne. This renders emphasis of 
His solely unique awesomeness; for God is divinely majestic and 
worthy of all honor, praise and heartfelt worship, whereas our 
existence before Him is based solely within His mercy, 
lovingkindness and grace; within this, rewards (crowns) are 
irrelevant, as being before the Lord is the greatest honor, blessing, 
and reward possible! Within this fact, we are behooved to 
understanding that our existence is all about Him, as our worth is 
due to the Potter’s work; for we are but clay without life, form or 
value, aside from the reality of the Lord’s masterful goodness and 
intentions.971 

Chapter 5 
The sovereignty and majesty of the Lord having been presented in 
chapter four, now allows understanding as to the content of chapter 5; 
for truly only the Lord Jesus Christ is worthy (vs. 1-5)! Fulfillment of 
completeness is emphasized by the scroll (book) with seven seals; for 
each seal must be opened separately, in order for the entirety (com-
pleteness) of the scroll to be witnessed (fulfilled); all of which is based 
upon the worthiness of the Lamb (Lion of Judah) (vs. 5-7)!972  
 

With this knowledge, we ought to realize the necessity for •
constant, diligent and appropriate focus upon Jesus at all times; 
for we were made by and for Him, through Whom is victory 
and purpose (v. 5)!973 
The word rendered “book” or “scroll” (vs. 1-5; cf. 6:14), •

971 cf. 5:11-14; Isaiah 29:15, 16; 45:1-13; 64:1-8; Jeremiah 18:1-12; John 1:1-4; Romans 9:6-29; 
Ephesians 3:4-12. 

972 cf. 22:16; Isaiah 11:1, 2.
973 cf. 1:4-8; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Colossians 1:9-23.
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comes from the Greek word “biblion,” from which is derived 
the word Bible. 

 
By the descriptiveness given Jesus as both “Lamb” and “Lion,” we de-
note the reality of both history in His coming as the sacrificial Lamb 
for the sins of mankind, and the time future when He will come trium-
phantly in fulfillment of all prophesy (vs. 6-14). 

The worthiness of the Lamb, as well as the appropriate praise, wor-
ship and appreciation for the Lord is rendered by all in the heavenly 
realm (vs. 8-13). The surety of the Lord’s sovereignty is reassured by the 
statement rendered by the four living creatures—“Amen” (v. 14); for this 
word is acknowledgement of truth, as it is specifically defined—“truly”!  

As the time of the Lord’s judgment of sin, and the time of His ap-
pearing have been sought by devotional believers throughout the 
generations, even so prior to His atoning work upon the cross, these 
chapters have now laid the threshold for the end time events. Within this, 
we may understand the emphasis of both chapters 4 and 5 to indicate: 

The sovereignty of Jesus, and the necessity for His righteous 1.
judgment upon the sinful world, which occurs within the seal, 
trumpet, and bowl judgments. 
The fact that heaven is existent, and is not simply imagined! 2.
Although we cannot fully understand the splendor of what the 
apostles John and Paul saw when they were caught up to the 
heavenly realm (third heaven), we can yet gain strength from the 
reality of heaven’s existence; while also maintaining hope within the 
sovereign majesty of our Lord.974 For a more in-depth description 
(as is humanly possible) of God’s existence in heaven, please 
reference the description rendered by Ezekiel.975  

Great Tribulation Period: Chapters 6-19 

Prefatory 
For the sake of understanding the sequence of events which occur 1.
during God’s judgments upon the sinful world, consideration should 
be maintained: 

974 cf. 2 Corinthians 12:1-4; 13:4-11.
975 cf. Ezekiel 1:1-28.
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The trumpet judgments fall within the confines of the 7th  •
(last) seal. 
The bowl judgments fall within the confines of the 7th (last) •
trumpet. 
The divine wrath of God upon the sinful world is completed •
within the confines of the 7th (last) bowl (“It is done.”—cf. 
16:17). 

 
Peace will be the prevalent factor, although shrouded in deception, 2.
during the first 3.5 years of the tribulation period (cf. 6:1, 2). For 
this reason, the judgments which follow beginning in v. 6:3 should 
not be considered as proportionate with the first 3.5 years of the 
tribulation; but rather should be considered commensurate of the 
last 3.5 years which is considered the actual time of judgment—
“Great Tribulation” or “Great Tribulation Period.” 

It should be noted in v. 6:2 that the servant of Satan (Antichrist) •
has the potential for aggressive actions (bow), yet arises to 
power without actual aggression (absence of arrow). The way in 
which the Antichrist “conquers” (v. 2), is in actuality by guile 
and intrigue; for he will gain the confidence of others (including 
Israel) by deception. The truth becomes known beginning in vs. 
3, 4; when peace is withdrawn. 

 
A distinction is made regarding the “bowl” judgments, when 3.
compared to the “seal” and “trumpet” judgments; the distinction 
being these judgments (bowl) are in accordance to God’s divine 
wrath upon the flesh of the wicked. 

With consideration of the distinction of God’s wrath upon the •
flesh, as being far different than the wrathful judgments which 
involve human warfare and the desolation wherefrom, and the 
judgments which are upon the world due the sinfulness of 
humankind, understanding is forthcoming as to that which 
believers have been promised deliverance.976  

I am unaware of Scripture which states believers will be ◦
delivered from tribulation, suffering, and persecution; when 
speaking the Gospel truth in love is necessary for the sake of 

976 cf. 3:10; Matthew 3:7-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10.
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the lost, and must be proclaimed for the glory of God!977 
The emphasis of the Gospel is void that we will not have 
suffering, but that we must “overcome” the adversity! If all 
believers will be “caught up” (Raptured) prior to the 
Tribulation Period, then who will be present to proclaim 
the good news of the Gospel? Since further study of 
Revelation positively illustrates that individuals will come to 
knowledge of truth during the Tribulation Period, how 
could this occur without the witness of devotionally truthful 
believers?978 Further mention will be forthcoming regarding 
deliverance of believers. 

 
Although there has been speculation as to the judgments of 4.
Revelation having been fulfilled in the past, I cannot lay credence to 
these speculations; for the severity of the judgments could not have 
been fulfilled in antiquity, without historical accounts of such 
devastation to have been upon the world.  

Much of the conjecture regarding fulfillment of the book of •
Revelation within history is derived from the statement 
rendered in Daniel 9:27. Inasmuch as several rulers throughout 
history (pertaining to the history of believers; both Jews and 
Gentiles) such as Nero, Domitian, and Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
have exhibited characteristics as mentioned in the Daniel 
passage; the fact remains that none throughout history have 
exampled the worldwide tyranny which will be fulfilled by the 
Antichrist of Revelation. 
Because the Daniel passage has obviously not been fulfilled •
during times of antiquity, consideration should be maintained 
that the final heptad (7 years) of the 70 (62 + 7 + 1) weeks of 
years within the book of Daniel, actually does refer to the 7 year 
tribulation period.979 

For more information pertaining to the prophesies within ◦
the book of Daniel, please reference—John F. Walvoord; 
Roy B. Zuck; The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old 

977 cf. 2:9-11, 15-17, 25-29; 3:3-6, 10-13, 19-22; 2 Timothy 1:8-12; 3:12-17; Hebrews 2:9-18. 
978 cf. Romans 8:16, 17; 10:8-21; 2 Corinthians 1:6, 7; Philippians 1:29, 30; 2 Timothy 2:3-9.
979 cf. Daniel 9:1-27.
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Testament; SP Publications, Inc. 1983 and/or Thomas R. 
Rogers, D.Min.; The Panorama of the Old Testament; 
Trinity Press 1995. 

 
It is due absence of mention concerning the “church” after chapter 5.
3, which is the basis of belief by many as to the pre-tribulation 
Rapture. Another basis of belief in the pre-tribulation Rapture is the 
statement of Scripture pertaining to believers being kept from the 
hour of testing (cf. 3:10). 

My personal beliefs according to Scriptural findings concerning •
believers being “caught up” (Rapture), will be forthcoming in 
the presentation. 

 
The time prior to the sudden beginning of the Tribulation Period 6.
is compared scripturally with the times of Noah and Lot. Just as 
people had warning, by the testimony and actions of the godly 
man—Noah, that something intense was going to happen; life 
among the masses continued as usual (complacently). So also it will 
be once again as the illegitimate children of God (religious 
individuals) will be taken by surprise; thereby remaining in the midst 
of the deception and devastation.980 

The fact of these warnings should motivate all believers to •
action.981 The church today has become considerably 
complacent, as “religion” has become a conduit for 
entertainment and appeasement of the flesh! As it is evident that 
we are in the end times, and this proven by fulfillment of the 
current day characteristics emphasized by the Holy Spirit; the 
time for superficial and complacent “religion,” must be replaced 
with sincerity of disciplined devotion, and strength of 
appropriate “Christian” (relational) testimonies!982 
The time leading up to the flood (time of Noah) was a time •
period (dispensation) of conscience; when upon the earth, the 
law written upon the hearts of humans (conscience) was to lead 
individuals to betterment and good, rather than diminishment 

980 cf. Genesis 6:11-13; Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-33; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 
Peter 2:4-11.

981 cf. Matthew 25:1-13.
982 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; 3:1-7; Matthew 24:42-44.
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and wickedness; with the latter being the end result.983 It was 
due supremacy of “self-importance” which led the inhabitants of 
the world to a state of habitual submission to demonic influence 
(evil), leading to the necessity of judgment to be upon the 
blatant wickedness (human actions according to demonic 
influence) which was throughout the world. 

 
Just as the inhabitants of the world slowly yet surely came to a state of 
wretchedness due precedence upon “self” although surrounded by 
others, so has the world taken this same wide path to destruction; more 
so in the past sixty years then in centuries past. The way in which “self” 
(personal volition and indulgences) is taught within many congregations 
throughout the world, with emphasis of “self” taking precedence in far 
too many American church congregations, the words of warning by the 
Holy Spirit are in fact made evident. Truly we are in the end times!  

Within the choice selections (manipulation) of Scripture which is in 
accordance to the whims of many supposed believers, and due the love 
of money within much supposed spiritual leadership who are willing to 
teach according to human whims and carnal desires, the sheepfold has 
been invaded by ravenous wolves; leading to multitudes of believers no 
longer being prepared for what must occur, which includes Jesus` tri-
umphant return!984 Focus upon the Lord as by loving Him first and 
foremost, is the imperative for all who seek a life of righteousness; for 
complacency within religious distractions will deny and/or reject forms 
of deliverance. 

The Seal Judgments 

Chapter 6 
The chronological sequence of the seal, trumpet and bowl judgments 
begins with the opening of the first seal, thus beginning the tribulation 
(first 3.5 years of the 7-year tribulation period); which is a time of de-
ceptive peace (vs. 1, 2).985 The opening of the first seal, which ushers 3.5 
years of delusive peace then leads to opening of the second seal; bringing 

983 cf. Romans 2:14-16.
984 cf. Hebrews 10:19-39; 1 John 2:28-3:18; Romans 2:1-16.
985 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:3-6.
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about open warfare within many countries (vs. 3, 4). The emphasis of a 
“great sword” (v. 4) being given to the Antichrist indicates not only that 
he is empowered by Satan for fulfillment of his political endeavors, but 
also that God is allowing this to happen; for this is the initial stages of 
God’s withdrawing restraint upon evil, in fulfillment of revealed proph-
esy.986 Just as God utilized powerful nations to bring judgment upon the 
nation of Israel in times of antiquity, when they chose to be obstinate and 
rebellious, so now the warmonger influence of the Antichrist and his arm-
ies will inflict forms of judgment upon the rebellious nations of the earth. 
 

It should also be noted by the 1 Thessalonians passages, that •
believers who focus upon the Lord will not be deceived 
(overtaken) by the intrigue of the Antichrist; although the 
masses of the world shall be. 

It should be noted; all nations will be involved in these ◦
conflicts. In accordance to the formal training I had 
received, the emphasis was that the wars would be in the 
Eurasian countries; yet with further investigation by the 
graceful leadership of God, I can no longer agree. 

 
With the wars raging throughout many nations, the offsets of warfare 
will begin as the third seal is opened, which ushers in great injustice 
and famine due to war. With the opening of this seal comes great re-
cession and hardship upon all without wealth. Favoritism will be upon 
the rich, and those who choose to assist the Antichrist in his efforts to 
rule the world; for he will reward blind loyalty (vs. 5, 6).987  

The mention of the Roman denarius in conjunction with a quart of 
wheat or three quarts of barley, signifies that a day’s wage (denarius) 
will be necessary to buy either a quart of wheat (one meal), or three 
quarts of barley (three meals); yet leaving nothing for the purchase of 
oil or wine. 
 

It should also be remembered that entire families will be in •
need of sustenance from the small amounts of food which will 
come at a high price. Within this, we must realize the necessities 

986 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12.
987 cf. Daniel 11:39.
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for survival (oil for lamps and heat; wine for medicinal 
purposes) will not be afforded the many. 
Consideration should be made as to how the Antichrist will •
reward those who serve him as by traitorous behavior against 
others (especially believers); just as Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
rewarded those who were traitors against the Jews. With the 
famine which comes upon the world, many will surrender to the 
volition of Satan through the Antichrist; lest they be forced into 
devastation along with the multitudes. 

 
With the wars continuing to grow in intensity upon the earth and the 
increase of destruction upon the earth due to the devastation and des-
olation derived from wickedness, one-fourth of the world’s population 
will be killed with the opening of the fourth seal; allowing death, fam-
ine and disease to conquer the many who will perish due to the wars 
(vs. 7, 8). 
 

Consideration should be made to the statement of—Hades •
following Death (the ashen horse’s rider). As we know that the 
bodies of those killed will become food for wild beasts and 
birds; what of their spirits? The answer is found in Hades 
following Death, and in understanding of the atonement of 
Jesus. Just as the spirits of martyred saints will go to be with the 
Lord in heaven, the spirits of non-believers will immediately go 
into Hades (Old Testament—Sheol) where they will remain in 
torment until the second resurrection unto judgment—“White 
Throne Judgment.”988 
There is no actual way for determining the length of time •
which has passed from the Antichrist breaking his peace accord, 
up until this point. Even the amount of time from the onslaught 
of warfare until the severity of the famine caused by it, cannot 
be determined with any certainty; without proportion exactness 
as to the devastation caused. Because we know that the 
destructiveness up to this point is wherefrom human wars, we 
can but guess as to the amount of time involved for the killing 
of one fourth of the world’s population. 

988 cf. 7:14-17; 13:7-10; 14:9-13; 20:11-15; Luke 16:15-31.
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As the destruction upon the earth is growing constantly worse, the 
view with the opening of the fifth seal reverts to heaven. We are shown 
the souls of the martyrs beneath the altar, and we hear their cries for 
God’s judgments to come quickly. The martyrs are given white robes 
to wear and are told to be patient for a short period more; until the 
numbers of remaining saints who will die for the Gospel have yet to 
be completed. With the conclusion of this scene in heaven and the 
saints being calmed, we now enter a time of further judgments to come 
upon the earth (vs. 9-11).  
 

Although the time period of the great wars has been •
considerable, the succession of events, as well as increased 
devastation upon the earth, will now begin to occur much more 
quickly; for with the opening of the sixth seal, begins a time of 
divine wrathful judgment, far beyond the devastation of human 
warfare. 
With the giving of “robes” to the saints in heaven, it should be •
noted that believers have a type of substance when we go to be 
with the Lord. As there is no descriptiveness given in Scripture 
of this substance, we simply know for certain that it exists, and 
someday will be exchanged for our imperishable immortal 
substance (spiritual body).989 This change cannot occur until the 
1st resurrection (upon which death has no victory); for those 
asleep in Christ will rise first.990 

The prayers of the saints unto the Lord to bring forth just ◦
judgment, illustrates the mindset which should be within all 
Christians. If we are pleased or condoning in regards to the 
unrighteous behaviors and actions found upon this world, 
something is very wrong with our way of thinking. The 
mindset of believers should be one of the world’s being 
cleansed from sin; therefore our focus should be upon the 
coming of Christ, which ushers in the eternal state of 
existence. If we cannot find shame in the wickedness which 
is prevalent upon this earth, then we have become entangled 
within the ways of the world, and thus blinded to the 

989 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.
990 cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18.
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necessity for righteousness. We must be cautious when we 
stand, lest we fall!991  
The prayers of the saints going up before the Lord, ◦
demonstrates that indeed God is the very essence of pure, 
undefiled (agape) love. The prayers are soothing to the Lord 
as a preliminary to such ravaging judgments, as I believe it 
will not be pleasing for the Lord to allow such harshness to 
come forth upon His creation. As God is absolutely holy, 
righteous and just, the judgments must occur; yet some 
things which must take place, are never easy. 

 
With the opening of the sixth seal, we now notice great physical dis-
turbances to come upon the earth. With the opening of this seal comes 
earthquakes, atmospheric contamination, and great distress among all 
who are yet alive upon the earth. The earthquakes which come upon 
the world will literally move mountains and islands from their founda-
tions, causing destruction upon many structures which have been left 
standing from the previous devastating warfare (vs. 12-17). 

The extent of this judgment will frighten all who live upon the 
planet; except believers who have been forewarned that this must occur; 
who then knew to flee the cities (v. 15).992 The extent of the fear is em-
phasized by the fact that even the: rich, strong, military leaders and 
great men will attempt to flee to areas of created strength (caves; moun-
tains). This will be a time when no one can trust their riches, military 
might, or manmade structures for protection; no matter how much had 
been spent on the reinforcement construction endeavors! 
 
Possibilities and Considerations: Sun became black and the moon 
became like blood (v. 12). With numerous meteors falling from the sky 
(like figs from a tree—v. 13), the amount of dust which would be cast 
into the atmosphere can only be imagined. With such atmospheric 
contamination, the light of the sun would be considerable diminished, 
as well as the light of the moon. The descriptiveness of the moon be-
coming like blood, can be witnessed during any full eclipse of the moon; 
for as the shadow of the earth being cast upon the moon brings forth 

991 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13; 2 Peter 2:12-22.
992 cf. Matthew 24:15-21; Mark 13:14-19.



this appearance (dark red), so also would considerable amounts of dust 
and other atmospheric contaminants. 

Chapter 7 

INTERLUDE - THE 144,000 SEALED AND  

DIVINELY PROTECTED JEWS  

With devastation far worse than could be caused by human warfare, as 
judgment is now coming forth upon the earth from the Lord, the ques-
tion is asked—who is able to stand (cf. 6:17). With the asking of the 
question, the answer is immediately forthcoming; with the divine pro-
tection proclaimed upon the Jews (vs. 1-8). 
 

It should be remembered, that believers during the Tribulation •
Period will be protected to whatever degree deemed 
appropriate by the Lord. It should also be remembered that 
even if we are martyred for the sake of others, proclamation of 
the Gospel and the glory of God; we are yet blessed with 
eternal life and therefore secure in the Lord.993 

 
The 144,000 will be sealed and thus divinely protected by the Lord. 
This sealing of the 144,000 is for the purpose that they may be saved 
for the continuation of the nation of Israel; according to covenant prom-
ise into the millennial reign of Christ. The 144,000 will be the first 
fruits of the renewed nation of Israel.994 The sealing will take a period 
of time to accomplish and thus four separate angels are instructed to 
cause a calm to come over the earth. The will of God in the sealing of 
the 144,000 elect will be completed without hindrance or deterrence, 
this to ensure their divine protection as God once again works to save 
and unite His chosen people. 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Aside of the specifics mentioned of 12,000 from each of the •
twelve tribes (vs. 4-8), it would be a futile endeavor to attempt 
further identification. God knows exactly who the individuals 

993 cf. Ephesians 1:13, 14; 2 Timothy 2:3-19.
994 cf. Romans 11:1-32.
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are who will comprise the 12 tribes, and who (exactly) the 
individuals will be who are sealed for protection. 
It should be considered, the 12 protected tribes of Israel may •
be orthodox Jews! There is no indication that the 144,000 
have become believers in the Messiah (born again); therefore 
if they are orthodox Jews, we know this action of the Lord to 
be one of mercy upon His chosen people, in accordance to His 
hesed (covenantal loyal) love that—He will be their God and 
they His people.995  

The statement of the 144,000 being “bond-servants” of the ◦
Lord (v. 3), illustrates that the 144,000 wholeheartedly are 
devoted to God, and have kept to the strict letter of the 
Mosaic Law according to their devotion, if they are in fact 
yet within Israelite orthodox religion (Levitical Law). Even 
with understanding that physical manifestations of God as 
were previously witnessed in times of antiquity, will once 
again be manifest for the Israelites during future times; we 
yet do not have certainty as to these considerations!996 
If the 144,000 have been “born again” by faith in Jesus` ◦
lordship and acceptance of Jesus` atoning works upon the 
cross, there is no indication as to when they came to 
believe.997 If the 144,000 are in fact “born again,” this would 
explain why they follow the Lamb wherever He goes; 
although their following Him may be due conditions of 
which we remain unaware, if they are actually not “born 
again.”998 It would be difficult to know with any certainty, 
what exactly occurs within the hearts of the chosen 144,000 
Israelites, at the time of their being sealed; yet as the Jews 
seek for a “sign,” this would certainly render unto them an 
addition to simple faith (seeing is believing), making evident 
the physical manifested reality of God’s work.999  

Although there have been many attempts to associate the •
144,000 with the church, this attempt by any is both unjust and 

995 cf. Hebrews 8:1-13.
996 cf. Isaiah 4:2-6; Exodus 13:21, 22.
997 cf. Romans 10: 1-13.
998 cf. 14:1-5; John 3:1-21.
999 cf. Matthew 12:39, 40; 16:1-4; John 6:30-66; 1 Corinthians 1:21-29.
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unwarranted. The Jews have always been God’s chosen people, 
and although they were set aside for a time due their obstinacy 
and rebellion, they were never set aside permanently; for God is 
faithful to fulfill His covenant with them! 
Although some Gentiles (non-Jews) may claim that they are the •
144,000 mentioned within the book of Revelation, any such 
statement is incorrect and religiously biased. The Bible makes it 
very specific that the 144,000 are 12,000 from each of the 
twelve tribes of Israel (vs. 1-8). The Lord had promised to draw 
His chosen people (the Jews) back unto Himself, and bless them 
once again. This will occur during the millennial reign of 
Christ, when the Jewish nation is revived by God; beginning 
with these protected 144,000 and others such as Daniel.1000 The 
Jews have been chosen by God and blessed with certain things 
which they alone receive from God. Although some would 
covet God’s blessing to the Jews, for they believe themselves 
worthy of these blessings; we must remember that we are 
deserving of death via our sins, therefore we have no place to 
covet someone else’s blessings, when we already have immense 
blessings as well (God’s leadership and salvation by grace 
through faith). A tremendous victory is in this knowledge—
“godliness is a means of great gain when accompanied by 
contentment.”1001 

 
Four angels are sent to hold back all winds from the four corners of 
the earth. Being that there are not actually four corners on a round 
planet, this is to signify that all disturbances will be held back during 
this period of time, so that no harm will befall the 144,000 prior to 
their being sealed. A single angel, who is carrying the seal of God, is 
then sent to the earth from the east (ascending from the rising of the 
sun—v. 2). This one angel proclaims to the four angels granted per-
mission to cause damage, a reprieve of destruction from being upon 
the earth and any of its attributes, until the 12,000 chosen from each 
of the twelve tribes of Israel can receive the seal of God upon their 
foreheads (vs. 2, 3). 

1000 cf. Daniel 12:13.
1001 cf. 1 Timothy 6:3-8.
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Prior to this calm, the earth has been in torment like never before 
in its history. With the coming of this calm, an eerie feeling must be 
present upon the earth to all who yet dwell here, for they do not un-
derstand this sudden reprieve from destructive activities. During this 
calm the 144,000 elect of the Lord are being divinely separated, and 
thus protected from all forms of harm. Upon the completion of the 
sealing of the Jewish elect, and then a time of silent anticipation, the 
torment and destruction upon the earth will once again continue. 

A matter for consideration: The emphasis of protection within •
the book of Revelation is focused upon the Jews (nation of 
Israel). Upon decree of the Lord’s coming, the state of eternality 
will begin; with the Israelites inheriting an earthly kingdom, and 
the saints (bride of Christ) inheriting a heavenly kingdom. Due 
the consideration that the Israelites will therefore have earthly 
bodies in conjunction with their existence upon the earth, at a 
time when the Lord will Himself reign; an imperative exists that 
their human bodies be protected from harm during the 
Tribulation Period. As the saints during this time period 
(dispensation) of grace will inherit a heavenly kingdom within 
the eternal state, and therefore will have a substance which is 
imperishable and eternal; an imperative of protection upon our 
corporeal bodies does not exist.1002 

It must always be remembered, specific mention of Israel ◦
and Israelites is for the purpose of understanding a specific 
of the revelation. This neither negates nor includes the 
Gentile Church within the purpose of that which is 
revealed; therefore additions or subtractions as by 
conjecture or assumption is never warranted. 

 
Failure to make distinction between the nation of Israel and the body 
of Christ (church) has led to many discrepancies within “Christian” 
religious teachings; for when this distinction is not forthcoming, neither 
is understanding as to the different movements of time (epochs / dis-
pensations) within Scripture. The failure of discernment involving the 
dispensations, has led to many believing the church to be entitled to 
the blessings of both individual Israelites and the nation of Israel as a 

1002 cf. 20:4-15; 1 Corinthians 15:51-57; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17; Matthew 16:25-28; 24:9, 10.
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whole; although Israel and the church are not synonymous, except by 
individuality in worship of the one true God, and having Abraham as 
our father according to faith.1003 When distinction is appropriately 
made, in conjunction with discernment from the Holy Spirit, then 
study of Scripture is not only understandable, but also becomes a basis 
of “knowledge.”  

Although no one actually knows the details of eternality beyond 
Scripture descriptions of: the Lord’s earthly reign, the existence of the 
church in the heavens (and thus we shall always be with the Lord - cf. 1 
Thessalonians 4:17), the existence of and dwelling place which is the 
New Jerusalem, and thereby condemnation or blessing; it behooves us 
to study with diligence that which is revealed, while maintaining realiza-
tion that further “knowledge” will come only within the eternal state.1004 

VERSES 9-17 

During the time of the sealing of the 144,000 elect, great praise is being 
rendered to God in heaven. The twenty-four elders, angels, the four 
living creatures, and those martyred during the tribulation thus far 
(great multitude), are all before the Lord’s throne in worship and praise 
to Him.  

The Trumpet Judgments 

PREFATORY 

A specific understanding must come forth prior to continuation with 
the trumpet judgments; lest confusion become an inappropriate factor 
at the sounding of the seventh (last) trumpet. 

Although some within a play of words would proclaim a distinction 
between the seven trumpets of these judgments, and the “Trumpet of 
God” as being far reaching one from the other, and this same type play 
of phraseology causes confusion within statements pertaining to—the 
Day of the Lord; these types of disagreements are not appropriate, for 
once we depart a foundation of subservient open-mindedness, our ability 
to spiritually discern is lost.1005 As understanding is important within 

1003 cf. Acts 15:1-11; Romans 3:21-5:5; Galatians 3:1-29.
1004 cf. 1 John 3:1-3.
1005 cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 
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both these specifics in order to gain knowledge of “end time events,” 
we will pause for investigation and consideration. 
 

Please note in 8:2, the specifics as stated, for the statement is—“I saw 1.
the seven angels who stand before God; and seven trumpets were 
given to them”…Within this, we must note that the angels standing 
before God are then given seven trumpets. 

Without consideration of demons; within the book of •
Revelation, there is considerable mention of the work of angels; 
the exact numbers of mention not necessary for this 
investigation. The work of the angels includes: ministering, 
proclaiming, instructing, pouring, sounding, inflicting 
judgment, carrying out specific functions; in all cases within 
direct obedience to the commands of God, according to both 
His sovereign and providential will.1006 
Because each instance where an angel received instruction from •
another angel is specifically mentioned within the book of 
Revelation, conjecture is not warranted as from Whom the 
angels received the seven trumpets; for they were standing 
before God when the seven trumpets were both given and 
received. Because the only specific mention of the “trumpet of 
God” is stated as specific to believers being “caught up” 
(Raptured—cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17), and the change 
necessary in order to be Raptured will occur at the “last 
trumpet” (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:51-55), the only answer possible 
is that the “last trumpet” is in fact the “trumpet of God”; which 
begins the eternal state.1007 Within this we realize that the seven 
trumpets were given to the angels by God; therefore the 
trumpets are all of God. 

A simple fact—in order to have a “last trumpet,” there has to ◦
be preceding trumpets! 
The day in which “The kingdom of the world has become ◦
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ,” is initiated by 
the sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet (cf. 11:15). The 
“trumpet of God” is the trumpet which calls for the 

1006 cf. Hebrews 1:5-14.
1007 cf. 11:15-17; Matthew 24:29-31.
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gathering of His children and bride (cf. 1 Thessalonians 
4:16, 17). Due these facts, the signal which initiates His 
kingdom is the same signal which calls forth the inhabitants 
of His kingdom; thus the 7th trumpet is in fact the “last 
trumpet” which is in fact the “trumpet of God.”  
Within this, we understand the words which Jesus spoke ◦
regarding the “Rapture” of the church; for with these words 
we realize the exactness of all things according to the will of 
the Father! 

 
Matthew 24:36-39: “But of that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
alone.” For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the 
days of Noah. “For as in those days which were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and 
they did not understand until the flood came and took them all 
away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.1008 

 
Please note from the Mark chapter 13 passages, that ◦
believers will be gathered together by angels from the 
farthest end of the earth and be taken to the farthest end of 
heaven (v. 27). With this, let me say in summation—unless 
there are two occurrences of believers being “caught up” 
(Raptured), of which the second is never mentioned in 
Scripture; this must be the event which has been awaited for 
generations, due believers devotion for the Lord and 
abhorrence of evil. 

 
The Day of the Lord: This exact wording has been utilized many 2.
times in Scripture; always referring to a time of God’s divine works 
involving those created in His image (spiritually). Aside of the main 
usage of this phrase in reference to the “end time events” (judgment 
upon the entire world), it has also been utilized regarding judgments 
against nations which have been fulfilled in times of antiquity 
(specifics - Egypt; Edom). 

1008 cf. Mark 13:4-37.
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With understanding that the phrase “day of the Lord,” always •
refers to times of righteous judgment; specifically judgment 
from the Lord; there is no necessity to bring forth confusion as 
by individualizing event specifics; for the phrase in regard to the 
“end times” references the time from the beginning of the 
Tribulation Period (breaking of the second seal), and includes 
all events through the coming of the Lord, the millennial 
kingdom, the completion of divine judgment (White Throne), 
the recreation of the heavens and the earth; thereby in ultimate 
fulfillment of all revealed Biblical prophecy and promise; with 
finality when God is all in all. 1009 This is the basis by which; 
although confusing; “with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.”1010 Until the Lord has 
placed all enemies beneath His feet, a necessity for judgment 
yet exists; within the “Day of the Lord!” We must remember—
the Day of the Lord is all about Him; His: righteousness, 
holiness, and justice! 

From within the 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 passages, it must be ◦
noted that believers being “caught up” (Raptured); within 
the “day of the Lord”; will not occur until the apostasy both 
comes and is revealed. Within this, we can easily discern no 
possibility for the Rapture to occur prior to the midpoint of 
the tribulation period; which negates both the philosophy 
and possibility of a pre-tribulation Rapture! 

Chapter 8 
Although no mention is made of the amount of time involved in the 
sealing process, a total silence of one half-hour immediately follows the 
breaking of the seventh seal; because this seal’s opening will unleash 
great devastation and judgment upon the earth; even greater than with 
the breaking of the sixth seal. The severity of the judgments which are 
about to be unleashed, can be illustrated by the total quiet which comes 
upon the heavenly realm (v. 1). This total silence is in itself a revelation 
of what is about to occur. This unleashing is severe beyond imagination, 
as it will demonstrate the continued righteous judgment of God upon 

1009 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4; Joel 1:15-3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:23-28.
1010 cf. 2 Peter 3:1-13.
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sin; involving those who are yet alive upon the earth, minus those who 
are divinely protected by the Lord.  

By the previous illustration of the saints beneath the altar eagerly 
seeking their deaths to be avenged, they are now silent as they anticipate 
the judgment of the Lord to be put forth. They are without words as 
they anticipate something immense, yet are probably unaware as to the 
severity of the Lord’s just judgment; which is reinforced by the prayers 
of the saints; petitioning for just judgment to come upon the earth be-
cause of sin (vs. 1-6).1011  

Consideration should be maintained from this point forward, of •
the children of God throughout history seeking the Lord’s just 
judgment to be upon the wickedness of the world carried out by 
the “sons of disobedience.”1012 This consideration is due the 
angel presenting the prayers of all the saints upon the altar 
which is before God’s throne (v. 3). 

 
All who remain are now vulnerable to devastating destruction; except 
those divinely protected! The wrath of the Lord which is now to come 
upon all creation remaining on the earth will begin the equivalent of 
God’s stored up fury in regard to sin and rebellious disobedience; thus 
it will be beyond human comprehension. 

With the opening of the seventh seal comes the first trumpet judg-
ment. Following the prayers of the saints, comes the judgment upon 
the earth with the hot coals of the census being thrown to the earth, 
destroying one third of the earth’s vegetation. The grass and many of 
the trees and other vegetation are burned up (v. 7). 

With one third of the earth’s surface now in ruin, a large meteor or 
comet (Great Mountain burning with fire—v. 8) strikes the sea and one 
third of the ships are destroyed, as the second trumpet judgment begins. 
Along with the sea being struck comes also the poisoning of the sea 
with blood, which will kill one third of the sea creatures. This devasta-
tion now eradicates one third of the world’s sea resources and animal 
life (vs. 8, 9). 

1011 cf. 6:9-11.
1012 cf. Ephesians 2:1-3; Ephesians 5:1-10.
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POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

The sea becoming blood—The exact meaning of this cannot be •
known for certain; although it is known for certain that God 
can turn water into blood; for He can fully control elements of 
creation.1013 
Food for thought—The striking of a large body of water with a •
mass from space, would result in tidal waves of extreme 
proportion. The extent of the damage would be contingent 
upon the size and weight of the mass, including the location and 
velocity of the impact. By the extent and specifics of mention, 
we are assured that God is in complete control of all things. 

 
The third trumpet judgment brings forth the poisoning of one third of 
the earth’s rivers and springs; as a great star will fall from heaven, burn-
ing like a torch (vs. 10, 11).  
 
Possibilities and Considerations: The factor of flaming fragments 
striking waterways throughout the world at approximately the same 
time, demonstrates the awesome abilities of God to create and destroy 
as necessary, for fulfillment of His sovereign will. With the specific of 
the star named “Wormwood” being the instrument of this destruction 
(led forth), and the fact that many waterways will be stricken, the po-
tential exists of “Wormwood” being broken into pieces upon impact 
with the atmosphere; then the fragments striking exactly according to 
God’s choosing.1014  

Because the waters become “wormwood” (v. 11), it is evident that the 
star (Wormwood) will introduce a type of contamination into the waters 
(possibly at the watersheds); making the effected rivers and streams unfit 
for safe consumption (many men died from the waters—v. 11). 

TWO CONSIDERATIONS: 

Because the specific of mention is that the star “Wormwood” fell 1.
upon one third of the rivers and streams (v. 10), this cannot be 
reasoned as being a maintained single mass; although this could have 

1013 cf. Exodus 7:14-24.
1014 cf. Isaiah 40:26; Psalm 147:4, 5.
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been a consideration, had the statement indicated one mass causing 
the bitterness of the rivers and streams (as by transference). 

As by transference—This potential also exists, and could be •
accomplished if the star “Wormwood” were to strike at exactly 
the appropriate place; of which only God knows. By an alternate 
definition of the Greek word for “fall”—piptw indicates “to beat 
down,” infection of the specific waters (only God knows) could 
be effected by a single mass; from whatever determined strike 
point the contaminate spreads. 

 
Although many have taken this judgment metaphorically due 2.
knowledge of the earthly plant of bitterness named “wormwood,” this 
is but human reason as by association. Although we attempt to 
understand the possibilities, it is inappropriate to attempt explanation 
of Scripture by associations which may not actually exist.1015 

Although many have attempted interpretation of this account •
symbolically, the fact remains that God has named all the stars, 
and as He leads them forth by number, a literal interpretation 
must be maintained! We must always remember—the Lord’s 
thoughts and ways are far above our own; therefore 
manipulated understanding as by metaphorical or symbolic 
reasoning is not warranted, but rather truthful acknowledgment 
that we have much to learn!1016 
Please remember—I do not claim to have full understanding as •
to what John actually saw, and although I am attempting 
possible explanations, I yet maintain literal interpretations of 
these events; for I remain prayerful never to be so arrogant as to 
attempt understanding, reason, or explanation of God’s 
immensity, nor of what a first-century apostle attempted to 
describe of far future events.1017 

 
With the destructive poisoning of many of the earth’s waterways by the 
star named Wormwood, we now come to the forth trumpet judgment 
of the sun, moon and stars being dimmed by one third (v. 12). The 

1015 cf. wormwood—Deuteronomy 29:17, 18; Proverbs 5:3, 4; Jeremiah 9:13-15; 23:14-16.
1016 cf. Isaiah 55:8, 9; Jeremiah 33:1-3.
1017 cf. 2 Peter 1:20, 21.
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judgment upon the earth as by alterations in the heavens of the sun, 
moon and stars being smitten, will bring forth severe climate changes; 
immediately preceding the warning of three “woes” to be proclaimed. 
The woes are to emphasize the severity of the following three trumpet 
judgments, with devastation greater than those prior (v.13). 

Chapter 9 

VERSES 1-12 

The chronology of Revelation chapter nine begins with the sounding 
of the fifth trumpet. The first “woe” begins with the key to the bottomless 
pit being given to a demon (star), who then opens the abyss (vs. 1, 2).  
 

We know that this is a demon, for an angel of the Lord would •
be sent forth, and this angel (demon) fell from the heavens (v. 1). 
This demon may possibly be Satan, for he is the overall (self-
proclaimed) king of the demons (cf. v.11).1018  

 
The releasing of the locusts (demons) upon the earth will be restricted 
in event and time, as the demons are held to the torment of men (with 
restrictions) for a specific duration period—five months (vs. 4-12). The 
locusts (specifically trapped creatures) will be allowed to torment men 
and yet will be stayed from harming what vegetation is left of the earth. 
These creatures (demons) will not be allowed to kill, yet will inflict pain 
which will cause men to desire death, and yet not obtain it (v. 6). The 
only individuals safe from the torment of the scorpion like locusts will 
be those who are divinely protected; who have been sealed and thus 
blessed by the Lord. 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS:  

The demon that opened the abyss cannot necessarily be determined 1.
as either Satan, or the angel of the abyss (v. 11); although Satan was 
cast from heaven approximate to this time.1019 

It is stated—the demon locusts have a king over them (angel of •
the abyss); whose name is both Abaddon (Hebrew) and 

1018 cf. Isaiah 14:12-14. 
1019 cf. 12:9.
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Apollyon (Greek), with both names indicating “destruction”; 
therefore with the specific of the “angel of the abyss” having 
these names, he specifically is identified—“destroyer.” The 
angel of the abyss may be the specific demon who reigns within 
the abyss, which would eliminate both Satan and the angel 
given the key of the bottomless pit from being identified as—
Abaddon / Apollyon. We must consider that there is a 
hierarchy among demons; specifics of which we have no 
certainty. Just as kings (rulers) of nations had under their 
jurisdictions—kings of provinces, so also may be the case 
within the demon hierarchy upon the earth; with Satan as the 
primary demonic ruler (ruler of the world).1020  

 
The abyss (abyssos): Is the abode of incarcerated demons, and a place 2.
of great torment. This place is also referred to as—tartaroo (tartaros), 
which is the deepest region of “sheol” (she`ol); a place reserved for 
demons, where they do not want to go.1021 

This will be the place of Satan’s incarceration (being bound) •
during the one thousand year millennial reign of Jesus.1022 
In accordance to the description given regarding the opening •
of the abyss (bottomless pit—v. 2), we should consider the 
point of opening to be the vertex of a deep shaft. Within this 
consideration, we can theorize the “abyss” to be a specific 
volcano which erupts upon being opened. Within this 
consideration (theory), we can understand why the demons 
would not want to be sent into the terribly hot belly of a 
volcano; where burning sulfur and magma are the order of 
each day. 

Because smoke like that of a great furnace came out of the ◦
abyss upon its being opened, and the smoke rose into the air 
causing contamination of the atmosphere, we can 
understand why both the sun and air were darkened by the 
smoke of the pit (v. 2). 

1020 cf. Ephesians 6:12; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:8-11.
1021 cf. Luke 8:31.
1022 cf. 20:1-3.
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We know that the demon locusts are not actual insect locusts, for 3.
insects would surely attack vegetation for sustenance; these creatures 
will not (v. 4).1023  

Descriptiveness of the demon locust: Although the demons may •
appear exactly as described; here are a few other possibilities. 

Like horses prepared for battle (v. 7): Cavalry were feared by ◦
many who were entering into battle, for the horses brought 
swiftness to the charge, which many times could not be 
fended against. Unlike cavalry where the horses were led by 
the troops who rode them, these demons will attack swiftly 
in a wielded direct manner; which cannot be defended 
against, as human weaponry would be useless as instruments 
to fend off the attack.  
On their heads, as it were, crowns like gold (v. 7): The specific of ◦
this statement being their “crowns” of authority. This 
indicates them to have free reign for the fulfillment of their 
mission; rendering credence to the directed swiftness of 
their attack. 
Their faces were like the faces of men (v. 7). This in an ◦
indication of advanced intelligence. As man holds and 
utilizes the highest order of thinking abilities among all 
God’s earthly created beings, these demons will utilize their 
measure of created intellect for their attack strategies.  
They had hair like the hair of women (v. 8). This may indicate ◦
the demons to have a form of beauty (bewilderment), which 
may stall the retreat of their prey. 
Their teeth were like the teeth of lions (v. 8). This indicates the ◦
crushing penetration effectiveness of their onslaught attack. 
Breastplates like breastplates of iron (v. 9). This indicates them ◦
to be invincible and unstoppable. 
The sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many ◦
horses rushing to battle (v. 9). This indicates the fear they will 
instill within their prey upon approach. 
They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their ◦
power to hurt men for five months (v. 10). By the description of 

1023 cf. Joel 1:4-7.
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how men will be agonized (yet not killed) by the effects of 
the demon’s attacks, they may very possibly inject a 
hemotoxin (like certain type scorpions) which causes: 
swelling, redness, and severe pain; with the addition of 
certain effects of a neurotoxin (of other type scorpions) 
which causes—convulsions and paralysis.  

VERSES 13-21 

After a period of torment which spans five months, the sixth trumpet 
will sound, bringing forth the second “woe” judgment. Four demons 
will motivate a tremendous army of 200,000,000 men, to march forth 
and kill one third of the world’s remaining population. This one third 
when combined with the one forth previously killed upon the earth, 
will bring the death toll to one half of the world’s population; approx-
imately two billion people (vs. 13-16).  

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

John could not possibly count the one third of the world population 
which will be killed by this massive force, yet the fact remains that Jesus 
revealed this precise exactness to John in some manner; once again em-
phasizing literal acceptance. 

It is not known exactly what John saw in his vision, yet the number 
of men standing at 200,000,000 must be taken literally. Whether or not 
the weapons of warfare are those of modern times, or whether they will 
be fighting with sticks, clubs and flaming arrows while on horseback, 
cannot be known with certainty. All that remains in the path of this 
fighting force upon the completion of their devastation will be death 
and destruction; this is certain as approximately one billion individuals 
will lose their lives. 

This massive fighting force will be set on destroying everyone in 
their path, for they will be initially opposed to the Antichrist and his 
regime (false Christianity and idol worship). This may be the forces 
of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism; for they are the prevalent 
religions of the eastern areas from which the tremendous fighting 
force will come. With a force the size of two hundred million, the 
sheer numbers of the men are in excess of count ability, and yet the 
machinery of warfare is then added, which makes for one huge de-
structive force. 
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With the devil and the Antichrist leading nations of the world in 
warfare against each other, the strategy of each side remains the same, 
as they each seek to kill before being killed. With the mindset of man 
being centered upon personal existence and preservation (of “self”), 
they will beat each other to death with their bare hands if need be, in 
order to survive. As wicked intent regulates the man, and not vice versa, 
and this fact even more substantial during the Tribulation Period, when 
divine restraint of evil has been removed; the only end to this conflict 
with wickedness upon the earth, will come by the glory of the Lord 
Jesus and Him alone.1024 

The description given by John (as he was speaking in words of his 
day, and attempting to explain what he was seeing two thousand years 
before these modern day weapons of warfare were invented), was one 
of evil looking machines of mobility.  
 

The description which John gave to the horses and riders was a •
descriptiveness of heavily armored personnel (body armor) and 
vehicles (tanks; assault vehicles) of warfare (v. 17).  

John compares the horse’s heads with the heads of lions, ◦
with fire coming forth from their mouths. Just like since 
World War II and the Korean war, when the aircraft were 
painted with mouths at the cockpit and the fuselage was 
silver and thus armor in appearance, these factors of design 
painting and the fact that the machine guns and cannons 
spit fire when they are discharged, would make for a scene 
much like the one described by John. 
Tanks of today have many types of metal structuring, much ◦
for the purpose of passing through obstacles. With sharp 
edging at the forefront of the vehicle, would this appear to 
be “heads of lions” (v. 17)? 

John describes that one third of the world’s remaining •
population will be destroyed by the fire, smoke and brimstone 
which proceeds forth from these troops and weapons of warfare 
(v. 18). Since we know that this massive destruction will come 
from humankind, we can easily assume that this will not be 
actual fire and brimstone (burning sulfur).  

1024 cf. 19:11-21.
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The description given by John as to the horse’s mouths and ◦
tails having power can be seen by the powder and booster 
flashes which come from the muzzle and guidance mounts 
of cannons and missile launchers. By the descriptiveness by 
John of—their tails are like serpents and have heads; and with 
them they do harm (v. 19), let us consider the characteristics 
of a missile. A missile: has fins (scales) upon its tail, which 
are utilized for both guidance and flight stability; unless 
malfunctioning, a missile always strikes “head” first, thus—
with them (the head) they do harm.  

How would we describe a detonation explosion, if we lived in the •
1st century A.D.? We (having witnessed the destructiveness of an 
detonation explosion) realize—fire and hot flying debris (shrap-
nel) from the instrument of destruction, when combined with the 
flaming debris rising into the air from the target, would appear as 
brimstone in accordance to the expanding and fiery effects. 
Another factor which should be considered is that of thermo •
nuclear explosions. Most ballistic missiles are designed to det-
onate several hundred feet above ground level (AGL), and this 
for maximum dispersal of thermo nuclear fallout and dec-
imation; imagine the destructive force of several detonations! 
Underwater thermo nuclear explosions, cause great destruction 
to the waterway wildlife, and whatever else is present within the 
blast radius; with nuclear explosions designed to destroy ballistic 
missile submarines, imagine the destructive force of several det-
onations! What would these blasts be described as by someone 
living in the first century A.D.; considering the immense heat 
and fiery explosion from thermo nuclear detonations?  
It should also be considered that if anyone launches nuclear •
ballistic missiles, which maintain flight paths of thirty minutes 
or less, then retaliatory launches will follow. Imagine the short 
time duration of multiple launches, and the nuclear devastation 
which will follow throughout the world; within this, consider 
that there will be very little time to flee for safety!1025 

What of  biological warfare (virus) which can kill anything •
which has life?  

1025 Matthew 24:15-21.
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We know that four demons will be released from imprisonment at 1.
the River Euphrates during the sixth trumpet judgment, to gather a 
great army and kill one third of the world’s population, in accordance 
to human warfare. We know that the battle (Armageddon) will be a 
battle of ultimate victory by the Lord Jesus Christ over all of 
complacently sinful humanity, with the exception of the few who 
will yet live to enter the millennial kingdom (cf. 19:11-21). We can 
understand that although the massive army of 200,000,000 is initially 
against the forces of the Antichrist, during which time the massive 
army will cause great devastation upon the earth; the armies will yet 
within wickedness become allies prior to the Armageddon battle, for 
all who are battling are being led by demonic influence and stubborn 
adolescent pride! By these facts, we discern two different usages of 
the tremendous army of 200,000,000.1026  

 
The exact circumstance of how one third of the world’s population 2.
was killed by the massive army in accordance to the sixth trumpet 
judgment is not known for certain. The specific could possibly be in 
accordance to the mindset of rulers of antiquity such as—Genghis 
Khan, whose generalized philosophy was one of “join us or die.” 
Within this basis of thinking, one third of the world’s population was 
killed due their refusal to join the ranks of either the massive army, 
or the armies of the Antichrist. Matters of further consideration 
regarding this are: 

Due the historical facts of the “Crusades,” inappropriate a.
religious fanaticism had continued forth in pride; void of 
actual humility of faith and obedience unto the one true 
God. Although there has always been a remnant within 
both Christianity and Islam who have sought with 
diligence to know the truth regarding the God of all 
creation, the majority have followed the teachings of the 
wolves who have invaded the sheep fold. With under-
standing in this regard, we can better understand the 
potential possibilities of what will occur; leading up to 
the coming of Christ in glory, and the ultimate outcome 
of His return. 

1026 cf. 9:13-21; 19:17-21.
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Two of the largest religious nations upon the earth at the time •
of the Crusades, were Catholicism (supposed Christianity) 
and Islam. Although the Crusades began as a European effort 
to regain control of Jerusalem from the Muslims, due 
Jerusalem’s supposed sacredness as the place of Jesus` 
crucifixion, the Crusades quickly became the excuse of 
supposed Christendom to advance military campaigns against 
all non-Christian religious believers. This led to supposed 
holy wars where each side considered the opposing forces to 
be “infidels,” leading to many thousands being murdered 
under the religious guise that “God wills it.” Within the 
prideful foolishness of religious zealotry, the supposed will of 
God has always been utilized as the primary excuse for 
fulfillment of worldly conquests; which is completely devoid 
the reality of God within religiosity, as each side believes their 
god to be superior in personal favoritism!  

When the Antichrist comes to power with ten nations as b.
allies, the prideful blindness which follows submission to 
demonic influence will lead to the same religious situation, 
where with one form of religion insistent upon superiority 
(Antichrist’s claims to be God); the other forms of religion 
will retaliate. The gathering of the massive army of 
200,000,000 by the four angels of trumpet judgment 
number six will constitute the forces of religious retaliation, 
which will kill one third of the world’s population prior to 
the action of deception which draws them to an alliance with 
the forces of the Antichrist. 
With both the armies of the Antichrist and the massive army c.
of 200,000,000 fighting for dominance within religious 
excuses, multitudes upon the earth will be placed in harm’s 
way and millions killed. We know the religious aspect of the 
fighting to be a reality by emphasis of the shedding of 
“saints” blood during the fighting.1027 It is those who seek an 
actual relationship of diligence with the one true God, who 
will adamantly refuse to join either side of the immense 
religious world war; for God has called us to love one 

1027 cf. 17:6.
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another as by reconciliation unto Him. This act of 
reconciliation is that which leads individuals to reject the 
basis of warfare (sword), which places true believers as sheep 
for slaughter during the Tribulation Period.1028 This reality 
(sheep for slaughter) is contingent upon the righteousness of 
the Lord; for saints seeking to remain separate from vain 
and hostile battling while also seeking to minister, have a 
righteous authorization to protect themselves from blatant 
wickedness which seeks to destroy; for we cannot minister is 
we just lie down and succumb to wicked deadly hostility; for 
this is an entirely different circumstance than turning the 
other cheek!1029 
With both sides prideful and adamant upon proving d.
themselves correct in their forms of world religion, and the 
murderous religious indignation which will occur due the 
battles for dominance, only One (Jesus Christ) will be able 
to stay the world from destruction.1030 Upon the alliance of 
the two major world powers (forces of the Antichrist and the 
force of 200,000,000), Christ will return in glory and 
introduce the righteousness of a true relationship with God; 
thus proving wrong all forms of secular religion. Although 
the foundationally different religions of the world powers 
had attempted to mimic an actual relationship with God as 
by “religious maxims,” only a remnant among those who 
have truly sought the relationship with God, that is the basis 
of true faith, will survive to enter the millennial kingdom. 
This reality is completely separate from the Rapture (being 
caught up) of the saints, at the sounding of the seventh (last) 
trumpet; just prior to God’s wrath (bowl judgments) being 
put forth upon the sinful world! 

This is the basis by which all upon the world will know of Jesus •
during the millennial reign, although many during the thousand 
years will never actually know Him personally. It is those 
outside of the actual relationship who will be gathered by Satan 

1028 cf. 13:10.
1029 cf. Matthew 5:39; Luke 22: 35-38.
1030 cf. Mark 13:20.
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when he is released from the pit; all of which (Satan and his 
followers) will be destroyed at the battle of Gog and Magog, 
just prior to the White Throne Judgment, and the creation of 
the new heavens and new earth.1031 

 
The severity of the Tribulation Period both in conjunction with the 3.
human warfare and the outright evil warmongering of the Antichrist, 
in accordance to this time period being a time of prophesied 
judgment upon the sinful world; is emphasized by: 

 The necessity for divine protection and specified time duration, •
lest all life upon earth be extinguished.1032 
The specified time of: the hour and day and month and year (v. •
15), of the demons` release.  

 
It is due the yet climbing death toll of millions upon millions of 4.
individuals, that we know for certain that many yet dwell upon the 
earth in addition to: those previously martyred, the 144,000 
Israelites specifically sealed and protected, those who will survive 
to enter the millennial kingdom, and the number who have yet to 
be martyred prior to the conclusion of the Great Tribulation 
Period.1033  

 
Four Angels (fallen angels - demons)—The four angels in vs. 14, 15 5.
are not heavenly angels, as holy angels of the Lord are not bound 
like these four have been. The four angels (demons) involved in 
gathering the tremendous fighting force involved in this sixth 
trumpet judgment, have been bound for the explicit purpose of 
leading the circumstances of this warlike action; demonstrated by 
the fact that the time of their release is counted down to the exact 
day and hour. Another factor which demonstrates that the four 
angels are in fact demons can be noted in the way they are released 
from bondage by the heavenly angel who holds the sixth trumpet. 
As heavenly angels are guided and empowered by the Lord to do 

1031 cf. 20:7-21:1.
1032 cf. 6:7, 8; Daniel 12:1-3; Matthew 24:15-25.
1033 cf. 6:11; 7:4. 
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their work according to His will and the authoritative strength of 
His might (four horns of the golden altar which is before God), the 
four angels in question here are guided to their task by the sixth 
trumpet angel; thus are demonic as they are subject to the trumpet 
angel’s commands (vs. 13-15). 

 
Further considerations (v. 21; cf. 21:8): Even though one half of the 6.
world’s population has now been killed in the most gruesome 
fighting, famine, disease and destructive circumstances in the world’s 
history, those yet remaining will stay adamant (within complacent 
“self”) to remain in their sins, and be unrepentant. The specific 
revealed aspects of wickedness (sinfulness; lawlessness) which will 
not be repented of are: 

Murders: It must be remembered that emphasis upon personal •
sustained physical existence will lead many to deliver others to 
destruction. When kill or be killed becomes the only option 
within those without eternal hope, the welfare of others will 
hold no comparison to the “self” preservation of the many.1034 
Sorceries: Although many would consider this to be solely the •
work of mediums and those who practice divination, the fact 
remains that although these forms of wickedness will yet 
continue in accordance to both maintained carnal personal and 
religious mindsets, the sorceries (plural) of mention very much 
will include drugs.1035 Sorceries (Greek—pharmakeia) is a word 
from which is derived “pharmaceuticals”; thus the use of drugs 
will be a prevalent factor which will keep millions from the 
clarity of thinking necessary in order to repent (stop current 
direction and turn back to God). This will be a basis of many 
being held deceptively in bondage, for the Lord does not work 
within those who maintain intentional sin; which within this 
specific is intentional avoidance of clear conscious thought. 
With the world being one where many answers are sought, and 
both denial and evasiveness are attempted through drugs, the 

1034 cf. Matthew 24:9, 10; Daniel 12:10; Romans 5:3-5; Ephesians 2:11-16; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13.

1035 cf. Matthew 24:11-13, 23-27. 
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stage is set for “sorceries” to be a major factor within Satan’s 
guile upon the earth! As the “trumpet judgments” will 
obviously cause great fear to befall the multitudes, the shame 
will lie in the masses further trusting the things of humankind 
and of the world; while yet denying the Lord in whom is found 
hope, answers, and promise!1036 
Immorality: The masses will continue to engage in all aspects of •
“fleshly indulgences”; for “self” is the foundation of lustful 
motives and desires!1037 Please understand—“religion” is useless 
(of no value) against “fleshly indulgence!”1038 
Thefts: With the world in states of corruption, famine, disease, •
torment, depravity, and wantonness, stealing from others will be 
of little concern when compared with the overwhelming 
potential for death! 

Further considerations regarding the army of 200,000,000 ◦
and the River Euphrates, will be forthcoming in the area of 
the sixth bowl judgment. 

 
Many of the religions of the world are for the most part drastically 7.
opposed to supposed Christianity (the Christian religion); this 
when combined with the fact that Islam is adamantly opposed to 
idolatry, will lead to a religious context of battle; for the Antichrist 
will claim to be God. With these factors in mind, it is 
understandable that the initial differences between the armies of 
the Antichrist and the army of 200,000,000 will be derived from 
what is considered a holy war. The ways in which many of the 
Eurasian countries cause major destruction supposedly for their 
faith (death to the infidel), can it be that they initially fight against 
other religious cultures of the world as an aspect of honoring their 
philosophies and gods?  

When the Holy Spirit is removed so as to allow wickedness to •
run rampant through both the idol worship as demanded by the 
Antichrist and the opposition to it, is it possible that this will be 
the religious root of the battles?1039 Throughout history, some 

1036 cf. 18:22-24.
1037 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:32, 33; Matthew 24:37-39; Galatians 5:19-21.
1038 cf. Colossians 2:20-23.
1039 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-9.
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of the most bloody battles and extended confrontations have 
been due to different beliefs and religious doctrines. 

The prelude to this type of aggression has been coming ◦
forth for many years. Within many religions, including the 
Christian religion (not Christianity), teachings of anger and 
hatred toward those of other cultures and creeds have been 
proclaimed by many supposed “spiritual leaders” who serve 
Satan; while claiming their service to be for God!1040 This 
has continued because many believe the words of religious 
leadership; although their fruits deny the God they claim to 
know and serve. 

Could the final massive world war which kills billions, be due •
religious philosophies in addition to self-survival? 

Just as Germany and Japan sought world dominance in ◦
World War II, and many nations allied themselves for the 
sake of world freedom from tyranny, so also may be the 
situation during the Tribulation Period. Because Satan 
through the Antichrist will insist upon worship and 
submission from all humankind, and the population of the 
world is not about to surrender their religious beliefs 
without a fight, will this be a separation of forces (to the 
utmost degree) much as has been evinced (in a partial 
degree) in past years? 
I do not know, yet there is considerable potential to the ◦
notion; especially with the increase in worldwide religious 
fanaticism. When we remember that the actual battle faced 
by all religious and relational believers is in the spiritual 
realm, we can discern the basis of the wicked battles of the 
Tribulation Period to be in conjunction with direct demonic 
influence; while also understanding that only those who 
focus upon the Lord (those within the spiritual relational 
reality) will avoid the predominant deceptions which will 
befall the entire world!1041  
This will be further discussed in chapter 17 (religious ◦
Babylon). 

1040 cf. John 16:2, 3.
1041 cf. Ephesians 6:10-12.
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Chapter 10 
The chapter begins with emphasis upon a powerful angel (by descrip-
tion) with a little book, speaking to John; John is then denied the 
authority of passing on that which has been proclaimed by the “seven 
peals of thunder” (loud utterances) (vs. 1-4).  

Because the voice which denied John authority to write the •
proclamations from the “seven peals of thunder” was rendered 
from heaven, and the voice was immediately followed by praise 
from the angel who was standing on the sea and land; it must be 
considered that the voice from heaven, was the voice of the 
Lord (cf. v. 8). 
Although the book of Revelation was revealed to us so that we •
may know what “must occur” in the end times, this 
demonstrates thoroughly that we are not to attempt conjecture 
as to those things yet sealed (v. 4). As the instruction was 
specifically that John not reveal that which was uttered by the 
“seven peals of thunder,” I will in no way attempt explanation as 
to what may have been spoken! 

 
The angel then lifted his hands to the heavens and proclaimed glory to 
God eternal, in a manner to emphasize Him as the Creator of all things. 
The proclamation of glory to God (as Creator) was immediately fol-
lowed by the statement—there shall be delay no longer (vs. 5, 6). 
Proclamations for the glory of God as Creator are repeated in the book 
of Revelation which emphasizes a return to reality; this prior to the 
Tribulation Period, and again as it draws to a close; thus individuals 
upon the earth have opportunity for understanding of truth and/or re-
pentance! This holds a twofold significance, for the severity of the 
judgments themselves, and the time for the reaping of the earth is pre-
cise according to God’s omniscience and omnipotence; while yet 
throughout, the Lord is merciful.1042 All fulfillments within the book 
of Revelation are exactly according to the will of the Father; for the 
sounding of the 7th trumpet (last) will soon occur!  

Quick reminder: It is exactness emphasized within the book of •
Revelation, which makes evident the necessity for a literal 
interpretation! 

1042 cf. 4:8-11; 14:6-8, 14-20.
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POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

The immense truth which is emphasized by these verses must be 1.
considered; as: 

Even though the judgments upon the earth have been severe •
beyond human explanation or reasoning (as they are divinely 
allowed by God), the masses upon the earth have yet refused to 
acknowledge self-guilt or necessity for repentance! Because the 
existence of God has always been easily witnessed by that which 
He has created, and the masses upon the earth yet attempt 
ignorance of the fact as by their refusal to turn to God, the 
further severity with the sounding of the 7th trumpet will no 
longer have delay. This in essence illustrates that truly no one 
has excuse or actual reason for denial as to the suffering which 
will now be inflicted upon sinful humanity.1043 

It has been due human attempts at denial of these facts, ◦
which have led to the immorality becoming prevalent upon 
the earth; this becoming overwhelmingly pronounced 
during the Tribulation Period!1044 This type of fleshly 
prideful arrogance does not occur within those who have 
had the measure of faith righteously actuated within them 
by the Lord; yet because God gave each a measure of faith, 
the matter and consequences of failing to believe (supposed 
atheism; stubborn pride) falls to each individually, as also 
the punishment which will occur according to outright 
divine wrath will come upon the earth after God’s legitimate 
born again children are “caught up” (Raptured) upon the 
sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet!1045 
Because the state of eternality (mystery) will begin when the ◦
kingdom of the world becomes the kingdom of our God, 
the preliminaries of the millennial kingdom as well as the 
eternal state of believers will begin upon the sounding of 
the 7th (last) trumpet (v. 7). Within this, we gain 
understanding as to the different mysteries; one for the 
Jews, which was proclaimed by God’s servants the prophets; 

1043 cf. Romans 1:18-23.
1044 cf. 9:20, 21; Romans 1:24-32; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.
1045 cf. Romans 12:2, 3; Matthew 24:29-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11.

The Big If 383



the other, fulfillment of the mystery which was revealed 
through the Apostle Paul’s ministry.1046 

 
The book held by the angel is given to John to eat, which is sweet to 
the taste; yet bitter in the stomach when digested (vs. 8-10). The sweet-
ness signifies the pleasantry of Gospel truth, salvation, and the Scriptural 
emphasis of God’s mercy, grace, and lovingkindness; yet the bitterness 
is that of reality, as the choice of millions has and will continue to be 
denial of truth, leading to their condemnation.1047 The sweet taste (re-
ality) of truth is both strengthening and reassuring for those who trust 
in the faithfulness of God; yet the bitterness of being deceived is always 
harsh, when all attempts at ignorance and denial are brought into the 
light of reality (bitter)! 

 
Even though the revelations which John was shown had thus far 2.
been terrible, the coming “bowl” judgments will be even more so 
extreme; yet John must go on prophesying, so that all upon the earth 
may gain understanding as to what must occur (v. 11)! 

This reality teaches us to maintain our focus upon the Lord, •
staying from allowing circumstances to distract or discourage 
us. Just as in the world today, the deceptive and coercive effects 
of “religion” has caused great disunity within the Body of Christ 
(church), leading to many blatant false teachings and coercions 
which yet cause great harm in leading the many away from 
truth, so also will this continue until worsened when God allows 
deluding influence to come upon the sons of disobedience. 
With understanding as to the sweetness of the truth and of the 
harsh reality of judgment to be certain, we must all continue to 
speak the truth in love; laying aside all concerns of “self” lest we 
fail to serve our Lord due disillusionment, discouragement, 
deception, and “religion” which lies outside the confines of the 
personal relationship necessary in order to be saved and led 
forth righteously!1048 

1046 cf. 11:15-19; Joel 2:1-11; Jeremiah 31:27-40; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 15:51-58; Romans 
11:25-32; 16:25-27; Ephesians 3:1-12.

1047 Jeremiah 15:16; Psalm 19:9-14; 136:1-26; Romans 8:1-11; 10:8-13; Ephesians 2:1-10; 2 
Thessalonians 2:7-12. 
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The harsh reality of “religion” becoming a means of •
entertainment in the past several years, and a means of 
prolonged ritualistic superficial worship (of rote) throughout 
generations, has served demonic influence in leading astray 
multitudes; for doctrinal and ritualistic religion is necessary 
for those who walk by sight within carnality! This reality is 
confirmed by the necessity for destruction of the “religion” of 
the world, which has caused harlotry in relation to the one 
true God. When the Antichrist deems the usefulness of 
“religion” to become hindrance to his attempts to be 
worshipped, he will destroy supposed “Christianity” from the 
face of the earth; as an aspect of full initiation of idolatrous 
worship unto himself.1049 The fact that “religion” can be 
destroyed emphasizes the fact that “religion” is not based in 
truth; for the truth shall never pass away.1050 With deception 
being a primary weapon upon the world, it must be 
understood that religious foolishness has allowed millions to 
be held captive within a lie; thus unable to discern truth which 
could gain them freedom. The primary human factor which 
obscures ability to come to knowledge of truth is stubborn and 
rebellious adolescent pride; which is the reason the Gospel 
emphatically emphasizes the necessity of humble submission 
pertaining to a relationship with God! The factors of prideful 
obscurity, evasion of truth, and blatant deception will be 
prevalent during the Tribulation Period!1051 

Chapter 11 

PREFATORY: 

At this point I must point out that what I believe is far reaching from 
the beliefs and teachings of many. The imperative remains that we must 
test all things according to revealed Scripture truth, without any form 
of denial so as to maintain a former doctrine or belief. In areas such as 

1048 cf. Ezekiel 2:8-3:11; Romans 10:1-17.
1049 cf. 17:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.
1050 cf. Matthew 24:35; 2 Peter 3:10-13; John 14:6, 7.
1051 cf. Luke 21:34-36; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.
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prophesy, we must evidence the realistic truth of the Gospel, in accor-
dance to appropriate correlation, lest we fail in understanding the reality 
of what is current and what shall be. 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS (VS. 1-15):  

Orthodox Jews currently attempt to worship God as by adherence 1.
to the Mosaic Law; this aside of Levitical Temple worship which 
involves the sacrifice of animals.  

Because the “Dome of the Rock” lies atop the old Temple •
mount, it would be futile to believe the Muslims would willfully 
allow the reconstruction of the Temple upon the mount. Any 
attempt to destroy the Dome of the Rock would lead to a 
considerable adversarial warfare. Because we know the first 3.5 
years of the tribulation to be times of peace, and we know the 
“regular sacrifice will be abolished” upon the breaking of the 
second seal; we therefore can discern that the sacrifice is one of 
the “heart,” not one within the structure of the Jewish 
Temple.1052  

Even though the Jews may rebuild the Temple in attempts ◦
to initiate the former sacrificial system; false adoration and 
worship for the Antichrist would have to come from within 
the hearts (emotions) of individuals.1053 The difference 
between legitimate born again children of God and the 
illegitimate children, remains the fact that the “spirit” 
within the legitimate children is the place of God’s 
indwelling (temple of the Lord); whereas the “heart” 
(emotionally stature) of the illegitimate children is the place 
where the deception will occur; for the former (legitimate 
children) are allowed freedom from deception by God’s 
indwelling, and the latter (illegitimate children) are not; for 
external of the spiritual relational reality, there can be no 
freedom in Christ!1054 
The factor of carnal (false) worship and false adoration ◦
coming forth in accordance to the deceit of the beast (Satan) 

1052 cf. Daniel 12:11.
1053 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17.
1054 cf. John 8:31-45.

Notations on Revelation386



through his servant the Antichrist is quite easily 
understandable; for the current-day church (Laodicea) is 
blatantly carnal, within seeking God in the physical realm 
through the flesh, whereas the actual relationship with God 
is solely spiritual; thus those external of the spiritual 
relational reality are not legitimate children of God, and 
thus their bodies are not the “temple of the Lord,” thus they 
would seek physical realm fulfillment of that which is 
spiritual (false mimic and/or emulation)! 

Although the multitudes of the world’s inhabitants have •
attempted to please God through physical aspects of worship 
void of spiritual devotion and reality, and this has led to the 
foolishness of believing God’s blessing to be upon that which is 
more pronounced in the physical realm (involvement indicates 
belief); the fact remains that “religion of rote” does not please 
God, but rather maintains the deception of a relationship which 
does not actually exist.1055 It is this type of “deception within 
religion” which denies those without righteously actuated faith, 
the possibility of actual spiritual understanding and knowledge 
(spiritual discernment and ability to appraise)!  

The old covenant was done away with upon the introduc-◦
tion of the new covenant which is in Christ; whether it is 
accepted or not, a reversion to the old covenant will not ac-
tually ever occur!1056 If it should occur, the potential for 
Jews to be born again during the tribulation, would be non-
existent; yet we know by revelation that a remnant of Jews 
will become born again believing martyrs. 

Although most scholars belief that a literal temple will be •
reconstructed, due the words of descriptiveness utilized by John; 
one most important factor of Temple sacrificial worship is 
missing! What of the “Ark of the Covenant”? 

We know with certainty that the Ark of the Covenant will ◦
someday appear in the heavenly temple of God, and we 
know that although sought for generations it yet remains 
elusive to all; although a Catholic Church in Ethiopia 

1055 cf. Matthew 7:21-27; Isaiah 29:9-16.
1056 cf. Hebrews 8:1-10:39.
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claims to have the Ark in their possession. What is not 
obvious to many is that the Ark of the Covenant is the 
possession of God almighty; and not to be coveted (v. 19). 
Without the actual Ark of the Covenant, atop of which is ◦
the “mercy seat” where the sacrifice must be rendered, there 
can be no Jewish sacrifice! Although a replica of the original 
Ark which belongs to God could be built; the fact remains 
that without the original Ark which holds the: tablets of the 
covenant, Aaron’s rod which budded, and the jar of manna; 
the sacrifice would be invalid! We can be assured that the 
Israelites know this as well! 

 
Because we can spiritually discern that without righteously activated 2.
faith, which is a divine work of God during His “drawing” process, 
it is impossible to please God, and this will not change no matter 
what attempts at “religion” are put forth, we can understand how 
many will be “purged, purified and refined” as by entering into the 
personal relationship with Jesus; whereas those held captive by 
religion will continue in their captivity to delusive religious 
endeavor, as the veil remains which keeps them from clarity of 
understanding and truth.1057 

 
Within these facts, we know that the “temple” within which the 3.
Antichrist will set himself up as being a god, is in actuality the 
“temple” of the human heart; for it is within the hearts (emotions) 
of the un-believing that the falsehoods of Satan’s deceptions through 
his Antichrist will be established. This has been prepared for by false 
Christianity (Christian religion) for centuries; with the supposed 
emphases placed upon signs, wonders, and the necessity for the 
miraculous; which is a basis of walking by sight in accordance to 
“religion.” Religion teaches the necessity to rely upon men for 
understanding and knowledge, which is based in such instituted 
things by the Mother or harlots as “canonization.”1058 

Upon Jesus` first coming, many of the Jews refused to accept •
Him as the Messiah because He did not come as a conquering 

1057 cf. Daniel 12:10; Romans 2:17-29; Hebrews 11:1-12:29; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
1058 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5; 6:9-20; Ephesians 2:11-22; 1 John 2:18-23; 4:1-6; 2 John 1:7-11.
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physical authority; which was their hope, for they sought release 
from Roman tyranny. Within this, we can understand that they 
failed to render their spirits to God in accordance to His 
prophesied blessing (matter of “faith”), as they continued to 
focus upon physical salvation alone. This will be a basis of 
accepting the “mark of the beast”; for without the seal of God 
unto salvation, the physical body is the foundation of hope 
within the multitudes. 
When the Antichrist comes with authority (although not his •
own, but rather that of Satan—i.e. the ruler of the world; beast), 
the Jews will accept him as the Messiah of promise, for he will 
come in a physical authoritative manner of which 
(unfortunately) the Jews seek. It is due the inappropriate 
maintained physical focus of the Israelites (and multitudes), 
when combined with the many “signs and wonders” they also 
seek, that the Antichrist will deceive them (and Gentiles) into 
acceptance of him. It is due the deceptions (false signs and 
wonders) and physical aspects of authority exampled by the 
Antichrist, which will be his means of “setting himself up as 
being God,” for he will feed upon the fear of the multitudes 
derived from their seeking salvation in the flesh. 

 
Chapter eleven brings the measuring of the temple and altar of the 
Lord, yet the courtyard is not measured at this time (vs. 1, 2). Although 
most commentators say that this is the most perplexing chapter in the 
book of Revelation because of factors such as this measuring, the fact 
remains that if taken literally in context of New Testament realities, the 
truth is presented without confusion. 

The factor of measuring the actual distances of a structure to validate 
area is easy to comprehend, yet the measuring of the worshippers (v. 1) 
is quite different. The measuring reed in this instance (measure wor-
shippers) is now utilized to measure standard, rather than distance. The 
worshippers in this instance were to step forward and stand next to God’s 
form of measure, and thus would be forced to realize that none can live 
up to the holy standards of God, which further demonstrates (to all) our 
need for a Lord and Savior.1059 This coincides directly with the degraded 

1059 Romans 3:21-31; Acts 4:7-12.
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mindset of those yet remaining upon the earth, for they yet refuse to 
turn to God although salvation by God’s grace is directly before them. 

John was told to measure the temple and altar of the Lord, along 
with those who worship within it (v. 1). He was told not to measure the 
courtyard of which the nations have control (v. 2). These two verses are 
concluded with the fact of Jerusalem being trodden for forty two months. 
 

With all that is happening, the instruction is to “measure” all within 1.
a spiritual context: temple, altar, and worshippers; for those outside 
“faith” (the nations) are not to be measured. 

Although many scholars believe the temple must be rebuilt, and •
thus hold to physical aspects of religious worship, the reality of 
the New Testament is spiritual in nature; for this is plainly 
explained in Scripture.1060 With the world having returned to 
physical realm religiosity beginning in the second century A.D., 
the reality which is spirituality has fallen away to the point that 
the New Testament (which is spiritually appraised) is believed to 
be explainable by human reason and intellect, and that God can 
be worshipped other than in spirit and in truth; although 
nothing is further from the truth! In seeking to hold to aspects 
of faith while involved in physical realm religion, the reality of 
the spiritual is avoided or outright denied and rejected, along 
with the reality of God; this explaining why the necessity for 
rituals, doctrines, philosophies, and traditions as foundational 
bases for religious worship! The reality of the church’s decline 
from righteous spirituality is revealed in finer detail within 
chapter five of the book (Big If). 
As there is no basis by which to measure (judge) those outside of •
the faith, the important factor is that matters of the faith be 
measured for understanding pertaining to the two witnesses.1061  
Because actual righteous faith in Jesus is necessary for the veil to •
be lifted, and while the veil remains, understanding of Biblical 
truth is impossible, the imperative exists for actual knowledge of 
this fact if the testimony of the two witnesses is to be 
understood and acknowledged (vs. 3-6).  

1060 Galatians 3:1-29, specific vs. 19-25.
1061 cf. 1 Corinthians 5:3-13, specific vs. 9-13. 
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This renders separation between actual spiritual matters, and 2.
physical realm matters which appear to be of God; for the Antichrist 
will deceive as by false signs and wonders yet void of truth (darkness) 
so as to lead astray, while the two witnesses will render true signs 
and wonders (light) as aspects of judgment which emphasize 
righteous truth; so as to allow freedom from deception (vs. 3-6)! The 
two witnesses will prophesy (proclaim) truth, during the time the 
Antichrist is deceiving the many (1,260 days—v. 3). This 
demonstrates God’s mercy and grace to yet go forth for the sake of 
the many; for He seeks that all come to knowledge of the truth! 
Within this aspect of God’s lovingkindness, we must make note of 
His consistent sending forth of light into a world of darkness! 

The fact the two witnesses are both sent and protected by God •
is evinced by the fact that Satan through the Antichrist cannot 
stop them until the time of God’s choosing (v. 7). 
The Jews seek for a sign, as also do a plethora of Gentiles, and •
by doing so yet maintain acts of worship without actual faith; 
due this fact, both Jewish and Gentile multitudes will be led 
astray by the Antichrist. Because the tender mercies of God as 
well as His sufficient grace will be put forth unto the end, the 
two witnesses will continue to proclaim the truth for the sake of 
those who will come to believe and thus be saved.  

 
A matter of notice: The death of the two witnesses. With the 3.
mention of “the beast that comes up out of the abyss”; a possibility 
exists that Satan led forth the demon locusts from the abyss upon 
their release, although he was not incarcerated with them.1062 Even 
though the actual answer cannot be determined with certainty, there 
is yet a basis by which to gain possible understanding that Satan is 
the beast who came up from the abyss who instigates the killing of 
the two witnesses (v. 7); for: 

The Antichrist is not the actual ruler upon the earth, but •
rather Satan; the Antichrist is his vassal (puppet) ruler. We 
know this, as Satan’s desire is to be worshipped, which he will 
receive through human’s worship of the Antichrist; for Satan 
holds the actual authority.1063 It should also be remembered 

1062 cf. 9:1-11.
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that all who have falsely worshipped in the flesh, have in 
actuality been worshipping the “father of lies” within religious 
deception! 
We know that Satan will be cast from heaven (for the last •
time) at the midpoint of the tribulation, which will initiate the 
Great Tribulation Period; for the peace accord will end when 
Satan embodies the Antichrist to begin the devastation and 
seeking of worship. 

It is Satan’s embodiment of the Antichrist which will ⁃
bring forth his (Antichrist’s) healing from the fatal 
wound. This is the basis by which the Antichrist 
becomes the “beast,” for at this point Satan becomes the 
ruling power; in a physical reality (Antichrist) upon the 
earth. 

It should be understood that Satan and the Antichrist work ◦
closely in conjunction with one another under the authority 
and power of Satan; therefore, much of the evil and activity 
must be attributed to Satan, although working through the 
Antichrist. 

Because we know that Satan will be cast down from heaven, we •
therefore know that he did not come up out of the abyss initially. 
Because we know that the Antichrist will be a human being, we 
know that he (Antichrist) is not a demon from the abyss.  
Within this, we can determine (by discernment) that Satan has •
been restrained by God from bringing harm upon the witnesses, 
until the time of God’s choosing. Satan when authorized sends 
forth his servant the Antichrist to kill the witnesses; which is in 
accordance to God’s will as a continued aspect of the witness of 
the two (vs. 11-13). 

This makes absolute discernable sense; for Satan can only ◦
perform his tasks when authorized by God, the Antichrist is 
controlled by Satan; for the two witnesses would never had 
survived to proclaim truth if it was solely a basis of choice 
by Satan and the human Antichrist. 
Although it is believed by most that the beast of v. 7 is the ◦
Antichrist, this makes no sense in the reality of the 

1063 cf. 12:7-9; 13:2-4.
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aforementioned. The “beast from the abyss” is the one 
authorized by God! 

 
What is occurring with John’s measuring is preparation for the 4.
separation of those who are God’s, from those who are not; in 
preparation for Christ` return (Rapture) upon the sounding of the 
7th (last) trumpet (vs. 15-19).1064 

This is a time of preparation for Christ` return, when the •
children of God (sheep) will be separated from the multitudes 
of the world (goats), when the kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; for the 
sheep will be raised up to meet the Lord in the air, and the goats 
will remain behind.  

The final divine judgments (bowl judgments) upon the ◦
world, which will have duration of 30 days. 1,260 days + 30 
days of divine wrathful judgment = 1,290 days; which is 
followed when the Antichrist and false prophet will be 
seized at the finally of the battle of Armageddon (1335 
days). 1065 

It is due the devastation upon the world, which includes the •
bodies of millions, which allows us understanding as to the 
individuals who “wait and attain to the 1,335 days,” at which 
time the millennial reign of Jesus Christ will begin. 

 Although at the current time it is true that no one except ◦
the Lord knows the day and time of future events; the 
Scriptural fact remains that from the day the Antichrist is 
revealed as the “man of lawlessness,” the exact proportion of 
days is rendered for our instructional understanding!1066  
It should be understood that when believers are “caught up” ◦
(Raptured), at the sounding of the seventh (last) trumpet 
(trumpet of God which ushers His kingdom), the reality of 
the eternal state has begun; for this is the starting point of 
restoration for the spiritual offspring of Abraham. Although 
much has yet to be accomplished until the eternal state is 

1064 cf. Matthew 24:40-44, truth exampled - 25:31-46.
1065 cf. 19:11-21; Daniel 12:11, 12.
1066 cf. Daniel 7:4-28; 11:36-12:12; Ezekiel 20:32-44. 
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fully and completely brought forth by the Lord’s great 
power (strength of His might), this is truly the beginning of 
the end of un-righteousness both upon the earth and in the 
heavens (which were defiled by humankind in accordance to 
the instigated distractions from the evil one)! 

 
After the testimony of truth by the two witnesses is finished, and they 5.
are slain by the Antichrist, a period (3.5 days) of rejoicing follows by 
those who are yet doomed to the coming bowl judgments (vs. 7-10). 

Whether the 3.5 days is a measure of exactness pertaining to the •
testimony of the two witnesses being for a period of 3.5 years, is 
not certain. This may be a basis of completion, for the endeavor 
for which the two witnesses were sent forth; in accordance to 
the exactness of time between their death, and the Rapture. 
After the 3.5 days, the witnesses will be given life by the Lord, 
which will instill fear in the hearts of all who have beheld the 
miraculous work of the Lord, in restoring and receiving His 
servants of righteousness (v. 11); while also sparking fear in 
those who did not perish due to the great earthquake, as they 
acknowledge the two witnesses to have been servants of God, 
and therefore servants of truth (the rest - v. 13). 

As those who intentionally wander in darkness fear the truth ◦
of their own existence, which is the basis of the “ignorance 
is bliss” mentality of the world, the fear which befalls them 
in having experienced the proclamations of truth by the two 
witnesses, and the divine witness of truth by their being 
raised into the heavens, will be severe; for the truth was not 
only proclaimed, but also realistically witnessed so there can 
be no denial! 
Within this work of completion by: the testimony of the ◦
two witnesses, their death and being risen, the fear instilled 
in the hearts of the un-righteously carnal, and divine acts 
which draw attention to God; the second “woe” is complete 
(vs. 12-14).  

 
These actions of completion according to the will of God now usher 6.
in the true action of eternal change; the 7th (last) trumpet! 



The Big If 395

Notes regarding the two witnesses: 
The Lord will rise up two faithful servants who will not waver in their 
proclamation of the truth regarding the “reality of God.” During the 
time the two men are prophesying upon the earth, they will be granted 
power to control nature and do great miracles of righteous judgment. 
During the period of their prophesying, the Gentiles will be in control 
of Jerusalem as indicated by their trampling of the city and the temple 
(v. 2). The witness of these two men will bring forth great torment 
within the un-righteously carnal; guidance and hope for those who yet 
seek the truth regarding salvation which is by the divine work of God 
alone (glory of Christ).1067  

Many believe the two witnesses for God during this period, to be 
Elijah and Enoch; myself included. The reasoning behind this belief is 
that the Gospel states that it is destined for all men to die once before 
judgment.1068 Enoch and Elijah were the only two who never saw death 
(according to the Gospel); therefore this is the basis of believing them 
to be the two witnesses. 1069 A second strong basis for the belief that the 
two will be Enoch and Elijah, is that Enoch was a prophet to the 
Gentiles (his prophesies are mentioned in the New Testament—Jude 
1:14-16), and Elijah was a prophet to the Jews. In addition, Enoch was 
shown the reality of the Great Tribulation Period by the Lord, empha-
sized by the Jude passages afore listed.  

Some have said that they are simply two anonymous individuals, 
whereas others have said that they are Moses and Elijah, because it 
was these two who appeared with Christ upon the mountain of trans-
figuration.1070 It should be understood that Moses did in fact die, and 
was buried by the Lord in a certain location unknown to all, except 
the Lord.1071 The factor remains that we must believe these two wit-
nesses to be real live individuals, who have been appointed by God to 
be prophets and martyrs for the sake of the Gospel truth; no matter 
who they may be. 

1067 cf. 2 Corinthians 3:4-4:6.
1068 cf. Hebrews 9:26-28, specific v. 27.
1069 cf. Genesis 5:22-24; 2 Kings 2:11.
1070 cf. Matthew 17:1-4.
1071 cf. Deuteronomy 34:4-6.



7TH (LAST) TRUMPET (VS. 15-19):  

Now with the testimony of the two witnesses finished, and the voice 
from heaven, their being raised from the dead, and the disturbances 
upon the earth confirming their testimony as being true (2nd “woe”); 
the realistic reality of being saved by grace through faith is made evident 
to all upon the earth (vs. 15-19; cf. 19:1-10). 

With the sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet bringing forth the third 
woe, we hear … “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever” (v.15). With the 
twenty-four elders bowing their faces to the ground and praising the 
Lord, stating that He has taken His great power and begun to reign, we 
are told of the rage of the world as their judgment has come, and also the 
reward to the saints.1072 This scene in heaven ends with the ark of His 
covenant appearing in His temple, accompanied by flashes of lightning, 
sounds and peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm (v. 19). 
 

Although many (including scholars) have stated the “Rapture” to be 1.
a secret event, as by a specific of descriptiveness, and that the Rapture 
happens prior to the tribulation period; we can discern the event to 
be witnessed by all inhabitants of the earth; for the “nations” become 
enraged (v. 18).1073 Why would non-believers become enraged? 

Now with legitimate (born again) children of God being taken •
out of the world, as we are gathered by angels to the location of 
our Lord (in the clouds), the testimony of true Christians is 
removed from the earth; leaving only the falsehoods of 
“religion” and harshness of ignorance revealed, void of truth. 
Because individuals of the world are now left to fend for 
themselves without the testimony of true witnesses, and they 
know the proclamation of the good news was true all along, and 
this as by the events of both the 2nd and 3rd “woes,” they must 
now pay the consequences of their denial and rejection of the 
truth (reality of the Christ; glory of Christ). It should also be 
realized that illegitimate (not born again; rather “religious”) 
children will be furious (enraged); for they remained ignorant, 
in denial, rejecting, and/or rebellious regarding the truth of the 

1072 cf. 22:11-15, specific v. 12.
1073 cf. 11:12; 1:4-8, specific v. 7; Matthew 24:36-41.
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spiritual relational reality thus far during their lives; yet now 
being forced to realize the error of their ways, while seeking to 
make someone the scapegoat of their own rejection of 
responsibility to: seek the truth, evidence the truth, and walk 
within the truth! 
The descriptiveness which has led many to believe the Rapture •
to happen in a moment in time is actually a description 
pertaining to the change which must occur; which allows 
believers the substance necessary to inherit the kingdom of 
God.1074 

Just because the actual change from the earthly body into the ◦
heavenly body will occur in the “twinkling of an eye,” it is 
absurd to believe the entire process of the Rapture would 
occur instantly; for the earthly bodies will be changed into 
the heavenly bodies, which are then raised to meet the Lord 
in the air. If it had occurred instantly, there would not have 
been a state of “awe” (woe) within the hearts of the non-
believing, nor confirmation and evince of the witness of the 
two regarding acceptance of truth and salvation. The 
certainty of their (two witnesses) being raised as the final 
aspect of their ordained testimony, renders finality to God’s 
mercy upon sinful man prior to the final bowl judgments, as 
well as certainty of the witnessed Rapture, for they (witnesses) 
are primary of the dead who will be raised first (vs. 11-19).  
It is the raising of believers into the air immediately ◦
following the resurrection of the dead, which will cause the 
fear to be within those left behind. How anyone can make 
conjecture that the world will not be aware of: the Lord 
coming in the air, the literal voice of the archangel, the 
sounding of the trumpet of God, the dead being raised, and 
the children of God being changed and raised into the 
heavens; is beyond my ability to comprehend.1075 With the 
physical disturbances which follow this blessed event, those 
upon the world will be enraged; for no acts of ignorance or 
denial can any longer evade this reality (3rd “woe”)! 

1074 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:36-58.
1075 cf. Acts 1:9-11.
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For correlation evidence of the reality, please reference—v. 18; •
cf. 22:6-17; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; for His rewards are with 
Him and will be rendered, according to acceptance or denial 
and rejection of the truth; with the ultimate culmination 
occurring when the Groom has gathered His bride; leaving 
those who remained unprepared, ignorant, or rebellious!1076  

 
Many throughout history have wondered where the Ark of the 2.
Covenant is. By the v. 19 passage, we know where it will be! In such 
things as searching for the Ark of the Covenant, men have wasted 
time throughout history, whereas if we simply wait—the answer will 
come to us. Men have sought it for its financial value (priceless), 
and in doing so have coveted that which belongs to God. This is 
the epitome of time wasted, while seeking to sin against the Lord 
God; as those who serve mammon have not a clue as to the “reality 
of God”!1077 

The Ark of the Covenant appearing in God’s temple in heaven •
is quite significant. Because the mercy seat upon the Ark was the 
place of temporary forgiveness of sin (once per year—day of 
atonement), and the ultimate fulfillment of redemption is now 
occurring (Rapture) just prior to judgment upon the flesh of 
those remaining upon the earth, the glory of God is revealed as 
filling the temple in heaven; for certainly the kingdom of the 
world is now becoming the kingdom of our God! This is the 
threshold of the greatest change which has ever occurred, since 
the foundation of planet earth! 

 
More information regarding the spiritual relational reality will be 3.
forthcoming within study of—the Wedding Feast (cf. 19:1-10). 
With believers now taken out of the world, and thus their testimony 4.
removed, the final judgments upon the world of non-believers will 
come forth within the “bowl judgments” which are included in the 
7th (last) trumpet. For the sake of understanding, consideration 
should be maintained that a separation within the eternal state has 
occurred with the sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet. 

1076 cf. Matthew 25:1-30; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11.
1077 cf. Matthew 6:24.
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Believers have been removed from the earth, so as to be saved •
from the divine wrath of God which will come upon the world. 
This is the deliverance from “wrath” (hour of testing) which was 
promised to the church; thus let us pay heed to “what the Spirit 
says to the churches”!1078 Please remember from “Big If” 
chapter five (Laodicea), that the Lord was rejected (kept out due 
to delusive denial of the truth) of His own church since A.D. 
1954; this explaining Satan’s work of delusive religiosity in 
preparation for the Tribulation Period, and why multitudes will 
be furious and enraged when they are left to fend for 
themselves, because of the deluded religiosity to which they 
remained in bondage!1079 
With believers now delivered from the wrath of God to come •
upon the world, those yet dwelling upon the earth will suffer 
terribly. 
Upon completion of the “bowl judgments” and the battle of •
Armageddon, the earth will be prepared for the reign of Jesus 
Christ, where His chosen people (the Israelites) will be drawn 
unto Him. This will be a time (1,000 years) of which all upon 
the earth will know of Jesus, yet the understanding of many for 
the Lord will remain but a concept; for those who fail to 
believe will be gathered by Satan for the battle of Gog and 
Magog (final battle between good and evil).1080 

Although revelation is rendered as to the Israelites being ◦
gathered unto the Lord in fulfillment of prophesy in the 
millennial kingdom, there is no mention of the blessing 
which awaits the bride of Christ (church within which has 
been no distinction).  

Although many scholars state that these specifics (vs. 11-19) •
do not refer to the Rapture, due the fact that at other times 
there has been resurrection of the dead, let us consider two 
factors: 

Not including Enoch and Elijah who did not die; when the a.
dead were raised, they walked upon the earth.1081 

1078 cf. 2:4-7, 10-11, 14-17, 20-29; 3:3-6, 10-13, 14-22.
1079 cf. Revelation 3:14-22; James 1:19-25.
1080 cf. 20:7-9; Hebrews 8:7-13.
1081 cf. John 12:1, 2, 9, 17, 18; Matthew 27:50-54.
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At the Rapture, the dead will not continue to walk upon the b.
earth, but rather all believers will be changed and raised up 
into the sky (air; clouds); making this resurrection of the 
dead specific to ultimate redemption; whereas previous 
resurrections were not unto redemptive salvation! 

PREFATORY: CHAPTERS 12-15; 17-18 

Chapters 12-15 introduce and describe the seven main personages of 
the end time tribulation period. These chapters must be correlated with 
the other chapters of Revelation (6-20) in order to gain perspective and 
understanding pertaining to the approximate time periods of the events. 
Although specifics are rendered in Scripture; more specifically in the 
book of Daniel, pertaining to certain events and times; the fact remains 
that timeframes (aside of specifics) of each of the tribulation period 
events cannot be known for certain. 

Chapter 17 and 18 render specifics regarding both the religious and 
financial standards which entering into the hearts of humanity, has led 
to inappropriate: focus, harlotry, and idolatry; throughout the genera-
tions. The judgment upon “Babylon” will indicate judgment upon the 
wiles of demonic influence which has held the world in bondage to both 
“self” and manmade religion; these factors (“self” and manmade religion) 
influencing both the weak and outright destroyed faith of millions 
throughout history.  

When we understand with certainty that Satan has been the ruler 
of the world from times of antiquity until now, we can understand much 
of what occurs in these two chapters (17 and 18). With understanding 
as to the distinctions of emphasis found within the investigation of chap-
ters 12-15, we gain certainty as to certain means by which demonic 
influence has led billions of individuals astray of the truth. 

Chapter 12 
With chapter twelve we are introduced to the woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars; which represents the nation of Israel.1082 The great serpent 
(dragon) that is the devil pursues the woman and attempts to kill her 

1082 cf. Isaiah 60:1-62:12.
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child, which caused the woman (nation) to flee to the mountains under 
the Lord’s protection for a period of 1,260 days (vs. 1-6).1083 

 
Representation of Israel by the descriptiveness of the women •
clothed with the sun will be evinced greatly during the 
millennial reign of Jesus, by the nation (Israel) following the 
Lord in righteousness, and by the surrounding nation’s 
attentions upon them. 

 
These verses (1-12) indicate the attempt which will be put forth by 1.
Satan during the second half of the tribulation (Great Tribulation 
Period) to eradicate the Jews.  

The archangel Michael and Gabriel are the chief angelic •
defenders of Israel. Both Michael and Gabriel are specifically 
assigned by the Lord to lead endeavors pertaining to the nation 
of Israel, while also being the most powerful of the heavenly 
angels sent forth for Israel’s protection and preservation (v. 
7).1084  
By emphasis found within vs. 2-4, Israel will be the direct target •
of Satan’s major onslaught; for the Messiah came from Israel, 
and upon doing so put an end to all hopes Satan had of being 
the ruler of the earth indefinitely. 

This fact is emphasized historically, in how demonic ◦
influence has attempted the eradication of the Jews as 
through human instruments of wickedness; a prime example 
being—Adolph Hitler. 
With the death and destruction which came forth during ◦
Hitler’s attempts to conquer the world, it should be 
remembered that evil was yet restrained upon the earth. 
During the Great Tribulation Period, the Lord will no 
longer restrain the blatant evil of Satan’s influence upon the 
earth; this when combined with all demons being cast to the 
earth to assist with accomplishment of great evil, directly 
emphasizes an evil and destructiveness upon the earth which 

1083 cf. 13:5; Matthew 24:15-21; Mark 13:14-19; Luke 21:21-24.
1084 cf. Daniel 8:16; 9:20-22; 10:10-21; 12:1. 
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has never before been allowed; or even conceived of! The 
extent of this reality is proven by the specific time which the 
Lord is allowing for the Great Tribulation Period, or all life 
upon the earth would be extinguished!1085 

 
It is due potential for eradication of the Jews in the physical realm 2.
which Satan is capable of (through men), that will bring forth 
necessity for the 144,000 Jews to be sealed and divinely protected.  

If Satan could eradicate the Jews from planet earth, he could win •
the war as by forcing avoidance of prophesy fulfillment. Because 
victory in the war belongs to the Lord, and thus any endeavor to 
stop the fulfillment of prophesy is futile, Satan realizing the 
futility of his speculative endeavors becomes enraged; for he will 
certainly know that his time is short, as the sovereign will of God 
cannot be disturbed, nonetheless stopped (vs. 7-12)! 

 
When Satan and all demons are cast out of heaven for the last and 3.
final time, their wrath will be released upon the world; yet those who 
trust in the Lord shall be protected to whatever degree chosen by 
God, as testimony of the truth must be forthcoming for the sake of 
those who yet seek the reality of God and of Christ within a personal 
spiritual relationship (vs. 11, 12). 

This will occur at the midpoint of the tribulation, leading to the •
identity of the Antichrist being revealed. Upon Satan’s being 
cast from heaven, he will immediately empower the Antichrist 
for the prevalent work of deception which will befall the world. 
Satan will also put great deceptive emphases within the hearts of 
the earth’s inhabitants, so the Antichrist will be accepted as 
God; although not by the righteously devotional remnant. 

This will be allowed by God, for Satan and his many ◦
demons will be sent to deceive the masses. By correlation of 
Scripture (systematic investigation), we discern that Satan 
and demons being cast from heaven is in exact fulfillment of 
God’s will; for although the demonic forces are cast (thrown 
down) from heaven, they yet have designated duties.1086  

1085 cf. Matthew 24:22; 2 Thessalonians 2:6, 7.
1086 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17; cf. 1 Kings 22:19-23.
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The deceptiveness of demonic influence will be powerful to ◦
the extreme upon the earth, for the conviction and 
restraining work of the Holy Spirit will be removed from 
all who are not indwelled by Him. Within this, we 
understand that only those who have the seal of God will 
be able to discern and thereby avoid the flagrant deceptions 
(vs. 13-17).1087 

 
Satan has been in heaven accusing the saints for an undeterminable 4.
number of years.1088 Satan has continued his accusations in later 
years after the ascension of Jesus, which is made evident by God 
allowing him to tempt us (all human beings) at times; this to 
strengthen and nurture devotional obedience unto God, if obedience 
is upheld throughout the temptation.1089  

I cannot help but think that Satan yet believes by his causing us •
to stumble, he may cause us to fall from grace; as if the atoning 
work of Jesus would somehow become void, and believers 
would once again be forced to pay the penalty of sin.1090 This is 
the only potential reason for his (Satan’s) accusations regarding 
the saints, during his times before God’s throne (vs. 9-11). 

This demonstrates the wicked power of “pride,” for no ◦
power in the universe can reverse or nullify the power of the 
cross; yet remaining blinded by the same basis of pride 
which caused his fall from heaven the first time, Satan 
continues forth in various mostly futile endeavors.1091  

The statement of “mostly” futile endeavors explained: ⁃
Satan cannot in any way disturb, hinder or disrupt the 
will of God, nor can he make void the atoning work of 
Jesus upon the cross! Satan can and has however, caused 
great disruption within the hearts and minds of men and 
women upon the earth, so that many have and will 
continue to refuse knowledge of the truth by which they 
may be saved. If Satan can hold individual’s focus upon 

1087 cf. 7:1-8; 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 4:30.
1088 cf. Job 1:6-2:10.
1089 cf. James 4:7-10.
1090 cf. 2 Corinthians 9:8-15; Romans 6:1-23; James 4:3-6.
1091 Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:13-16.
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the things of the world and of the flesh, he will gain 
individual battle victories; yet the war has already been 
won by the Lord. The ultimate victory, and devotional 
successes of the saints (by the grace of God), are the 
reason for heavenly rejoicing (vs. 11, 12).1092 
Please remember that God is opposed to the “proud,” ⁃
while yet giving grace to the humble; which is the exact 
same grace by which we are saved! Satan knows the un-
righteous power of pride, and how it blinds individuals 
from reality of truth regarding their existence! As pride is 
the primary defender of the human sinful nature, and as 
pride causes opposition between humans and God; it is 
understandable why billions of individuals never come to 
knowledge of the truth regarding the “glory of Christ” 
(reality of the Christ); for they remained prideful and 
religious; thereby devoid of the possibilities which God 
could have rendered, had they not remained in 
opposition!1093 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

What is meant by the “poured water like a river” which comes forth 1.
from the mouth of Satan (v. 15)?  

This may be a literal river which at flood stage would endanger •
Israelites upon the earth at their place of protection and 
nourishment, yet how would such a flood come forth from 
Satan’s mouth (vs. 14-16)?1094 

Because the contours within the land of Israel would not ◦
lend credence of entrapment so as to be susceptible to a 
single devastating flood, and the flood is from the mouth of 
Satan, this can only indicate Satan’s commands will rush 
forth and pertain directly to destruction upon Israel.  
Because we know that the Antichrist will be Satan’s vassal ◦
ruler upon the earth, it is understandable that Satan’s 
commands will go forth through the Antichrist, as well as to 

1092 cf. John 16:8-11.
1093 cf. James 4:1-10; Galatians 5:17-25; 2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
1094 cf. Isaiah 40:27-31; Deuteronomy 32:11-14.
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the many demons upon the earth. This makes illustration as 
to the outward means of Satan’s wrath. 
This also indicates the blatant deceptions which Satan will ◦
have emphasized through the Antichrist. What Satan 
cannot accomplish through military might, he will 
accomplish by the deceptions which will occur to lead 
astray the multitudes (proclaimed from the mouth of the 
father of lies).1095 

 
Because Michael and Gabriel are the most powerful of God’s 2.
heavenly angels, and the time of the Tribulation Period will be a time 
of distress for Israel far greater than any other in their history (time 
of Jacob’s distress), I would tend to believe they will both assuredly 
be involved in Israel’s protection and nourishment during the 
Tribulation Period (v. 7, 8).1096 

Chapter 13 

VS. 1-10 

This chapter draws our attention to the coming forth of the second and 
third persons of Satan’s evil trinity. The first to be introduced is the 
Antichrist, as he comes forth from the sea and is described as having 
seven heads, ten horns, and ten crowns upon his horns. The ten horns 
of the Antichrist will in actuality be the ten nations and their kings (ten 
crowns—diadems), which will swear allegiance to the Antichrist and his 
world order of religion and government.1097 

 
It is necessary to make a distinction for the sake of •
understanding. The emphasis of the Antichrist coming up out of 
the sea is indication that he is a Gentile (v. 1). The mention of 
the seven heads (seven mountains / hills—cf. 17:9, 10), makes 
indication pertaining to the revived Roman Empire. 
With understanding that the final (Roman) of the four major •
world empires of the book of Daniel—Babylonian {lion}, 

1095 cf. John 8:40-47.
1096 cf. Jeremiah 30:1-8: Daniel 12:1-3.
1097 cf. Daniel 7:7, 8, 24.
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Medo-Persian {bear}, Greek {leopard}, Roman {extremely 
strong}, has continued forth even to this day as through 
“religion,” we gain discernment as to means by which the 
Antichrist will rise to power through the deceptiveness of the 
Roman religion, whose doctrinal foundation originated in 
Babylon.1098  

 
The Antichrist will receive his powers of deception, false wonders and 
miraculous signs directly from Satan.1099 The Antichrist is seen here as 
the seventh of seven rulers (key rulers or heads); the seventh ruler 
(Antichrist) receives some sort of fatal wound which is healed by Satan. 
Because the wound is healed, many will worship Satan as through this 
man of deception; which adds credibility to the Antichrist’s false claims 
to be God within the hearts of deceived individuals (vs. 3, 4).1100  

With understanding that Satan has (as revealed) always wanted to be 
“like the Most High,” and thus worshipped; we understand that through 
the worship of the Antichrist by the multitudes upon the earth, Satan 
will receive this as worship unto himself as through his vassal ruler. 

Within religious seeking of “signs and wonders” as a basis of sup-
posed faith, the wound of the Antichrist which is healed by Satan will 
confirm in the hearts of the world’s weak believers (non-born again be-
lievers) a form of exultation (actually nonexistent / deceptive) for the 
Antichrist. 
 

“Religion by rote” has been a means of falsehood utilized by ◦
Satan throughout the generations, to stay individuals upon 
the earth from having the personal spiritual relationship 
with God through faith; by which individuals are led forth 
and saved hence.  
Religion throughout the world has set the stage for this to ◦
occur, for ritualistic religion (rote) is apart of actual “faith” 
by which it is possible to please God. “Faith” is not a 
necessity within religion by rote, for actual faith is based 
upon that which is not seen!1101 

1098 cf. 17:1-18; Daniel 2:31-43; 7:4-7.
1099 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10.
1100 cf. Isaiah 14:14.
1101 cf. Hebrews 11:1-6.
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The Antichrist will speak tremendous blasphemies against God and the 
saints, while gaining continual favor through deception and increased 
wealth. All who have not had their names written in the Lamb’s book 
of life shall with certainty be deceived (vs. 5-10)! Several factors of im-
portance are mentioned in these verses: 
 

The Antichrist will have authority to act upon the earth (v. 5). 1.
Because the Great Tribulation Period will be a time of God’s 
judgment upon the sinful (lawless) of the earth, and because there is 
no actual divine authority except that of the Lord our God; the 
empowerment given to the Antichrist by Satan, will be authorized 
by God.1102  

 The non-believers of the Great Tribulation Period will submit •
to the authority of the Antichrist, whereas believers (for the 
most part) will not; for our (believers) submission to the 
commands of human ruling authority goes only as far as the 
point from whence it violates the Word and standards of God. 
This point being (regarding the Tribulation Period), the point 
of our fleeing the cities; which is the point by which, through 
discernment by the Holy Spirit, we will know the time of the 
Great Tribulation Period has come!1103 

With actual knowledge of this distinction, we realize why ◦
we are not to have close associations with non-believers, for 
the potential of corruption always exists.1104 

With knowledge of what must occur, and thereby •
understanding that the human ruling authorities of the world 
are designated and chosen in accordance to God’s sovereign and 
revealed will leading us to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we gain discernment as to the limits by which we may attempt 
intervention or rejection regarding ruling powers. 

How many believers (?) in God throughout the generations, ◦
have actually fought against the will of the Father, by their 
attempts to bring peace and contentment to the entirety of 
the world, which will only be brought forth by the divine 

1102 cf. Ephesians 1:18-23; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Romans 13:1-5.
1103 cf. Matthew 24:15-21.
1104 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:12; 15:20-34; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
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power of God? Actions such as these demonstrate that many 
believers do not study, or abide in the Lord, Gospel, and 
according to Gospel standards, nor do they have 
understanding as to what must occur!1105 
Emphasis in this regard is forthcoming within study of ◦
the—“mark of the beast.” 

 
Statements will come forth from the mouth of the Antichrist, which 2.
causes hatred to come upon true believers by those who have been 
deceived by religion (vs. 6-9); for the hatred will be foundational to 
religious denial of the truth regarding the reality of God, which the 
Lord’s true servants must proclaim! It is an unfortunate fact that 
multitudes in choosing to believe only that which is of personal 
volition, outright deny truth regarding the spiritual relational 
reality; within denial of truth, deceptions always hold great 
potential to abound unto the deceiving of multitudes!1106 This is 
but an aspect of Satan’s strategy for wrathful working against the 
children of God, through the religious and political government of 
the Antichrist. 

Those without actual faith (religious individuals) who worship •
the beast, will be sent forth to kill and enslave true believers. 
Within this, we can understand that a basis of worldly religion 
will be utilized, thus this will be considered a holy war by the 
multitudes. 
With the statement—If anyone has an ear, let him hear (v. 9), we •
know that this is being rendered for instruction pertaining to 
that which we (legitimate children of God) may be forced to 
suffer. This is an emphasis to listen to what the Spirit of truth 
has to say (emphasized—7 churches; cf. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 
22). Simply put—the implanted inspired Word of God is for our 
instruction and spiritual benefit, so that we may come to 
understanding and knowledge of the reality of the Christ (glory 
of Christ) within which we are saved!1107 Religious ignorance 
within seeking God through the flesh (carnal endeavor) always 

1105 cf. John 8:31-36; 15:4-10.
1106 cf. 12:9.
1107 cf. James 1:19-27, emphasis v. 21; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; important—Romans 10:8-13, 

specific v. 9.
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remains, until the ignorance is displaced by knowledge which is 
from God within the spiritual relational reality; once sealed for 
the day of redemption by His indwelling (which occurs during 
the Lord’s divine drawing process)! This matter is made evident 
in chapter eleven of the book (Big If). 

 
Although the foolish teachings of “religions” claiming Christianity 3.
put forth great effort to avoid the truth of Scripture regarding 
children of God, the fact remains that we are called to: suffering, 
tribulation, and persecution. Religious fantasy maintains types of 
bondage upon those not actually known by God (as His legitimate 
children), while also maintaining the deception of a relationship with 
God that does not exist. 

This fact of reality upon the earth is the basis by which wars are •
declared in accordance to the deception—“God wills it”; 
although within “religion” apart from the actual relationship, 
there is no fellowship potential with God Almighty so as to gain 
actual instruction.  

Knowledge of this renders the imperative of having actual ◦
fellowship with God; for truth makes us free, whereas 
deception holds us in bondage.1108 

 
This is an area within the book of Revelation, where many Bible 4.
expositors claim a previous Rapture due the absence of the specific 
word—“church”; whereas the specific word—churches, was utilized 
in chapters 2, 3, and 22.  

Although the words “church” and “churches” are not utilized on •
any basis of frequency in chapters 5-22, the word “saints” and 
other words pertaining to those with actual faith in Jesus are 
utilized often. Please consider—the word “saint” is a word 
which specifically designates a person who is a true “born again” 
child of God. Although there are numerous mentions of “saint” 
and “saints” within Scripture and specifically to this study 
within the book of Revelation, please consider these specifics 
according to this topic of mention (vs. 7-10).1109  

1108 cf. 1 John 1:1-3:18; Hebrews 12:1-29; John 8:28-47.
1109 cf. 11:16-19; 14:9-13; 16:4-7; 17:4-7; 18:20-19:9.
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Denial of persecution upon “church saints” during the •
Tribulation Period, continues the outright conjecture of 
attempting to understand the Gospel as by that which is not 
revealed, rather than actual understanding as by study (and 
diligent prayer) of that which has been presented for our 
instruction. 

 
It would make no sense whatsoever, for the book of Revelation chapters 
5-22 to be revealed by God as instruction for non-believers. The Gospel 
(Genesis chapter 1 – 

Revelation chapter 22) was inspired by God for the instruction of be-
lievers so as to adequately equip us for service. Since the multitudes of the 
Tribulation Period will fall prey to the deceptions of Satan, and this proven 
by illustration and emphasis, it is absurdity to think the book of Revelation 
was revealed for the sake of non-believers; for if it was, then the instruction 
of chapters 1-4 would have been sufficient for the equipping of the saints; 
yet specifics for the sake of our perseverance, steadfastness, and endurance 
yet continues throughout the entirety of the book. Please reference—cf. 
22:6-17; while considering that conjecture based upon absence of mention 
is in actuality “taking away” from the Gospel (cf. 22:18, 19). Selah! To who 
is the emphasis of instruction—cf. 22:16? 

I have actually had people claiming to know God, make •
statements as to how non-believers in the Tribulation Period 
will seek answers in the Bible, which will lead to their being 
born again (saved). This is but an excuse introduced by the 
enemy (demonic influence), to stay supposed believers within 
the cowardice, procrastination, and fantasizing which is brought 
forth in accordance with deception. Why is the first, of the types 
rendered pertaining to those will not inherit the kingdom of 
God—“cowards” (cf. 21:8)? Selah!  

 
With the removal of the Holy Spirit (restrainer) from the earth 
(except within true believers who are sealed by His indwelling), evil 
will run rampant and thereby wickedness as well. Without the 
convictions of the Holy Spirit who convicts of: sin, judgment and 
righteousness, and without His teaching of truth upon the earth from 
within, would non-believers have conviction to simply pick up the 
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Bible, and without spiritual discernment (also from the Holy Spirit) 
be able to actually understand what is presented? I think not! Selah! 

VS. 11-18  

We are now introduced to the chief captain or sidekick (some call him—
lieutenant) of the Antichrist, who is the third person of the evil trinity 
(Satan; Antichrist, False Prophet). The False Prophet arises from the 
ranks of allied nations under the Antichrist, and leads the known world 
(except those with the seal of God) into worshipping the beast as God. 
Although the False Prophet is described as a horned lamb, he speaks as 
a dragon, emphasizing his proclamations of harm and death although 
under the cloak of “religious leadership;” and this as the False Prophet 
is the Antichrist’s puppet (vs. 11, 12). 

Understanding that the reign of the Antichrist will be one of a •
religious political system, the False Prophet will have necessity 
of a foundation of both a religious and political bases as well. 
With certainty that the servants of Satan masquerade as servants 
of light; although of darkness; we can understand how this guise 
(guile; intrigue) by both the Antichrist and False Prophet will be 
accepted by those without actual spiritual discernment; thus 
leading to acceptance of their “two faced” behavior without 
question or doubt.  
Just as the leaders of nations have maintained “spiritual •
advisors” for assorted reasons under the guise of “godly advice,” 
so also will the False Prophet be in a supposed position of like 
service to the Antichrist. 

 
The False Prophet will be given tremendous powers by the devil; lead-
ing to his ability to perform false signs and wonders, including his ability 
to cause an image of the beast to come to life and be an object of wor-
ship. The dragon aspect of the False Prophet will become evident to 
all, as he acts as judge and jury to those who refuse to worship the beast 
or receive the mark of the beast (vs. 13-15). 
 

Although some may say that the Antichrist and False Prophet •
may be a world power or nation, Scripture makes it plainly 
evident that they are men (v.18).  
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It must be considered: men lead government, governments •
deceive the inhabitants of nations, and inhabitants are many 
times duped under the guise that leadership is concerned with 
their welfare; which ultimately leads to the inhabitants trusting 
in leadership although the relationship is based in guile. This is 
the bases of—authoritarianism, which began in Babylon and 
has continued through most powerful governments throughout 
history; as they are led ultimately by the “ruler of the world” 
(Satan). Within this fact and for the sake of understanding, we 
must remember that God’s revealed will is to lead us to the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will return 
“righteousness” to planet earth! 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Although it is not known for certain exactly how the False Prophet 1.
will be able to give life to the image of the beast, and in generations 
past this would seem completely impossible; the potential for this 
to occur in the world of today is not only possible but also 
probable.  

What of cloning? With the seeking of signs (saymaion) and •
wonders (teras) within many forms of religion today, and the 
fact that the signs (semeiois) and wonders (terasin) which are 
actually produced are in accordance to a demonic deceptive 
masquerade (dymanei), it can be assumed that all without actual 
spiritual discernment (from the Holy Spirit) will easily fall prey 
to this Satanic work through the False Prophet.  
Just as in time of antiquity under rulers of pagan beliefs, •
inhabitants of their nation were expected to show worship 
homage to images of the ruler, so also will this be the expected 
trait of false worship under the reign of the Antichrist. 

 
Although actual true “signs and wonders” were from the Lord for 2.
the sake of the Israelites (which ceased long ago when Israel was 
temporarily set aside), there is also a counterfeit (aforementioned) of 
which Satan is capable. Many will be deceived by the empowerment 
of the counterfeit unto the False Prophet by Satan; which includes 
making fire come down from heaven (v. 13). 
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The potential possibilities of the—fire from heaven as •
mentioned (v. 13) are numerous. 

Lightning ⁃
Fuel Air Bombs—fuel air bombs are the most powerful ⁃
bomb weapons, with the exception of nuclear devices. 
A fuel air bomb completely destroys everything within a 
one mile radius; while eliminating all air within the same 
radius as fuel for the explosion. 
Because the testimony of the two witnesses has been ⁃
viewed by the entire world, and this would only be 
possible by means of satellites; could the “fire from 
heaven” be satellites forced to malfunction (to potentially 
eliminate the witness` testimonies), falling from space 
through the atmosphere; striking exactly according to 
Satan’s determination? With the testimony of the two 
witnesses sent by the Lord being that of absolute truth, 
and truth being diametrically opposed to Satan’s work of 
deception through the Antichrist and False Prophet; this 
means of false signs and wonders would serve a dual 
purpose (witnesses seen by all—cf. 11:9). 

 
The mark of the beast. Because we know that the mark of the beast 3.
is in fact something created by man (666—the number of a man), 
which can be placed upon the forehead or (right) hand, and we know 
that the mark of the beast will be necessary to (specifically) buy or 
sell; the actual basis of the “mark of the beast” is quite simple (vs. 
16-18). Although there has been many attempts to understand the 
“number of a man” (666), as by mathematical calculations, numerical 
sequencing of letters as by equivalent, gematria (investigative seeking 
of hidden meaning), and by other means too numerous to mention; 
within a basic understanding as to the “wiles of Satan,” the potential 
possibilities are greatly reduced. 

Because the number—7 is emphasized as a number of •
completeness when pertaining to the things of God; the 
number—6 is a basis of incompleteness. 
Although Satan is the Great Deceiver; he is yet capable of •
emphasizing truth; when the overall outcome is an outright 
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deception. Within this, we understand that the best way to cloak 
a lie is between portions of truths. 
There are three realities which hold great concern among many •
in the world today: the germs transmitted upon the world’s 
currency; identity theft, and terrorism; all of which cause great 
concern regarding the welfare of individual’s flesh.  

If the “mark of the beast” is in fact a computer chip (inven-◦
tion of man) which is ordered implanted into all by the 
Antichrist and False Prophet, they would appear by this ac-
tion to be thoughtful of humanity; although not. By this 
action: the spread of disease by the handling of money, iden-
tity theft, and terrorism would be greatly curtailed; while 
also presenting the ultimate means by which goods and 
services could be “bought and sold” safely and with little 
concern of fraud or misuse of the initiated financial system. 

By this action, acceptance of the “mark of the beast” for •
personal protection and preservation, although seeming 
appropriate and just as through guile, would be in actuality the 
acceptance of the “mark of the world” which seals one’s fate of 
condemnation! 

Although this would be an injustice to the physical freedoms ◦
of all upon the planet, as by the government of the 
Antichrist having ability to track all who have the mark; we 
must remember that this must occur. Within this, we must 
ask ourselves; will we fight for personal freedoms regarding 
our flesh and thereby fight against God’s will, or will we 
accept what must occur and with diligence look forward to 
Jesus` return; accepting the tribulation, suffering, and 
persecution which will certainly come to pass; after our 
flight to avoid acceptance of the mark of the world? Within 
this, we must understand that although we must not fight 
the induction of the “mark,” as this must occur, we yet can 
neither accept it! Selah! 

 
World stature considerations: 4.

The emphasis of Scripture pertaining to the Great a.
Tribulation Period is that the nations gathered together 
under the leadership of the Antichrist, will share a singular 
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basis of: government, religion, and economics; all of which 
are initiated and led by the ruling powers (Satan and 
Antichrist) (authoritarianism). This specific, initially cannot 
be considered for nations which are opposed to the 
Antichrist (by their refusal to submit to idolatry), yet the 
opposing nations may be considered significant in several 
ways; for they (200,000,000) will be instrumental in the 
murder of millions, and ultimately all nations will be 
gathered (allied) for the battle of Armageddon.  
The initial 3.5 years of the Tribulation Period will be a time b.
of considerable peace. Many without actual Scriptural 
knowledge of what must occur have hoped for “peace on 
earth” for generations. This time of peace will bring forth 
physical reassurance to masses upon the earth that this is a 
work of God, although not; leading to the ultimate spiritual 
defeat of the masses, as they fall prey to the deception which 
is in accordance to safety and indulgence of the flesh. 
Along these lines of thought: For generations, many have c.
believed that God would bring peace to the earth through the 
behavior and endeavors of believers. If this were in actuality a 
possibility, the world would have become better on some type 
of consistent basis, yet history shows no evidence to this 
effect; which is in reality Biblical, for we are aware of what 
must occur. Whereas those with spiritual discernment 
understand and realize the Gospel to be true and correct in 
every way, those without the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
continue within the fantasy derived from human intellectual 
hope and conjecture. Although seeking and believing peace 
will come to the earth through the actions of believers is fable 
to those with actual Biblical understanding and spiritual 
discernment, the weak understanding and beliefs of the 
multitudes yet leaves the door into this falsehood ajar; entry 
of which will occur within the deceptions of Satan. 
It is an unfortunate reality, yet the truth remains that the d.
United States of America leads the world in 
authoritarianism, for the government of the United States 
utilizes force to inflict their policies and doctrines upon 
other nations; under the guise of—democracy. 
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Let us evidence the truth! Although this evidence is a e.
harsh reality, it must be noted for truthful understanding as 
to what must occur, and the potential of what may occur. 

The United States of America is not a democratic society, as is •
commonly believed! The United States of America is a—
Constitutional Republic. What is a constitutional republic? A 
“constitutional republic” is a nation of states which comprise a 
republic within which all laws are derived from a Constitution 
(foundation for law). Within the specific of the United States of 
America, the foundation of law is commonly known as—The 
Constitution of the United States; which contains amendments 
referred to as—The Bill of Rights. 

 
The National Guard is a unit of the military intended to protect the 
shores of the United States from attack. The National Guard is being 
utilized outside the confines of the United States to force other coun-
tries into a compliance with supposed democracy; whereas although 
in violation of Constitutional Law, this allows for a basis of warfare 
with other countries void of the consent of Congress which is according 
to the Constitution of the republic. Within this basis of reality, the 
government of the Unites States of America is violating the basis of 
law (Constitution) for which it was formed; thereby denying the foun-
dational basis, as well as accountability to the laws for which it was 
founded. This in essence evinces the government of the United States 
of America to be both devious and deceptive; thereby serving Satan 
(the ruler of the world; father of lies). 

As we know that the Antichrist will be a man of profound deception 
and guile, we know that a basis of deceit will be utilized to lead the 
world into a false sense of security in accordance to the ruler of the 
world (Satan) who is the leader of world affairs during the Great 
Tribulation Period. When a country engages in warfare under the guise 
of “democracy,” although not; they within themselves become a form 
of terrorism unto the world, for through military might they impose 
human doctrine upon others; even though unjust by any form of truthful 
standard. When a nation kills those of innocence; as through the guise 
of supposed concern for the inhabitants of any or all nations; they as a 
matter of fact, commit murder without formal declaration of warfare; 
which is apart from the world’s standards as set forth (Geneva 
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Convention of War). Within this, we understand both violation of 
Christian values; and a complete disregard for declarations of morality 
as set forth by the compassion of man. Is America a Christian nation? 

The United States government is a government of deception and 
financial greed! As a basis of finance must be founded upon an actual 
basis of worth; which in the case of the United States was initially—the 
gold standard; the basis of actual worth (gold) must be maintained in 
order for checks and balances to occur in an actual sense. When the 
“gold standard” was voided under the presidency of Jimmy Carter, the 
basis of actual worth was eliminated; this allowing for the financial stat-
ure of the United States to become one without checks and balances, 
thereby eliminating all aspects of actual accountability to the inhabitants 
of the—Constitutional Republic. This is the exact opposite of a democ-
racy (practice of social equality), for this is a basis of deceit by which 
manipulation by the governing authorities’ rules over the inhabitants 
of the land; rather than serving the peoples of the republic. Is America 
a nation of and for the people? 

To emphasize the blatant deception which has continued for gener-
ations, we must evidence realistic truth. In A.D. 1913, the Supreme Court 
of the United States declared that the 16th amendment did not allow 
for any further taxation; beyond that of corporate and capital gains, and 
voluntary compliance. The United States Government, in violation of 
its highest court (Supreme Court), initiated a federal income tax in ad-
dition to that allowed in accordance to the laws of the republic. This 
violated the foundational law (Constitution) for which the republic was 
founded; thereby violating the assumed rights of the inhabitants which 
were rendered by the amendments (Bill of Rights). Within the fact that 
no law exists which allows the federal government of the Unites States 
to lawfully levy taxation upon the wages of its inhabitants, the govern-
ment of the United States has stolen trillions of dollars from its citizens 
throughout the generations (since A.D. 1913); having done so in violation 
of the laws which were sworn to be upheld. Is America’s government 
one of honesty? 

The foolishness continues! Due the fact that no law exists for the 
taxation of income regarding the citizens of the United States of 
America, and the fact that taxation is in reality levied under supposed 
penalty of law regarding the citizens should they refuse to pay, the gov-
ernment has violated the Civil Rights of its citizens for decades; 
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imprisoning many who would question the government in accordance 
to the basis of law for which the republic was formed. The government 
instead of admitting intentional fault continues the deception as by 
force of intimidation. Can those of extreme financial stature and gov-
erning physical might be trusted? 

In accordance to the Constitution of the United States of America, 
the government is accountable to the people of the republic; for this 
would be a basis of actual “democracy.” The government must; accord-
ing to constitutional law; explain their actions to the inhabitants of the 
nation upon request or demand, and do so in a forthright fashion. Just 
as the Internal Revenue Service has never explained income taxation in 
violation of constitutional law; although requested and demanded; the 
government of the United States of America has proven itself to be a 
republic of financial deviants, who have every intention of boldly lying 
to its inhabitants; utilizing force if necessary, in order to maintain the 
perpetrated deception and greed! 

Inasmuch as individuals within government, who yet have morals, 
have failed to receive answers as to the devious and deceptive actions 
of the government at its highest levels, so also our government is ob-
viously deceived by someone. Remember the gold standard, which once 
was? With the induction of the Federal Reserve Bank, the nation of the 
United States of America became a nation of captives, to those of fi-
nancial greatness! The Federal Reserve Bank is a privately owned 
institution which has been given authority by the Congress of the 
United States, to print and distribute currency. Although the United 
States government has authority within itself to create currency; based 
upon a means of checks and balances (the gold standard); the Federal 
Reserve Bank creates the money, and charges the citizens of the United 
States of America for the production thereof. This in essence makes ev-
ident that those with greatness of financial stature, own the United 
States of America; leading the nation to the forefront of a One World 
Order, which is based within the—love of money! Now with the stan-
dard of accountability (gold standard) being one of “unaccountability,” 
the citizens of the United States of America pay the Federal Reserve 
Bank for a commodity (money) which no longer has actual value; thus 
we pay financially for a deceptive work of Satan. 

Because we know that love for money is the root of many forms of 
evil, and by evidencing truth we note that those who love money are 
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actually in control, we can understand the basis by which Satan controls 
many nations. With understanding as to the foundation of a one world 
order being derived from a basis thus far discussed, we can understand 
that the ruling authorities over the government of the United States of 
America are leading the world in serving Satan derived from their de-
vious and deceptive ulterior motives. From this, we can make conjecture 
that the Antichrist and/or False Prophet will very possibly arise from 
within the upper levels of American government or the ranks of financial 
greatness which actually leads the nation, and (either one—i.e. Antichrist 
or False Prophet) will probably be within the religion of Catholicism. 
  

The religious aspect (Catholicism) will be discussed in chapter •
17.  
Within this, we must remember that the United States of •
America has chosen itself as the savior of the world in the 
physical realm; for this is the basis by which the United States 
has elected itself to police the world, and gather allies 
deceptively within its endeavor. 

 
With this information, we can better understand the political and fi-
nancial foundation which will be destroyed by the Lord in chapter 18, 
as well as the actual basis for the “mark of the beast.” Because the upper 
levels of government within the United States of America; in submission 
to those in actual authority as by their great financial stature, must con-
tinue the deception; there must be a basis by which the inhabitants of 
the nation will submit to the ruling authorities, while yet being deceived 
into believing the action to be for their betterment; for after all, this is 
a government supposedly for the people! How will this occur? It is very 
simple, for with the supposed United States war on terror, the President 
(George W. Bush) had laws enacted which render “executive privilege” 
for which there is no accountability in accordance to constitutional law. 
Within this, the office of the President of the United States is no longer 
under the laws of the Constitution of the United States; neither is the 
President any longer accountable to the United States Senate or 
Congress; which is the basis by which the government is for the people. 
Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely! 

Within this, we can understand that a means of monitoring will be 
forcibly enforced upon the inhabitants of the United States and many 
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other nations (10), so that those in actual authority (servants of Satan) 
can track, manipulate and regulate the behavior of the masses. This is 
the basis by which the “mark of the beast” will be initiated and enforced; 
although based in deception. The guise will be that this is necessary for 
the protection of all according to the flesh, which will example to most 
inhabitants the necessity to receive the “mark” for the sake of safety; 
although this will ultimately lead to eternal spiritual death. By this way 
of reasoning, we can understand the basis by which the “mark” will be 
necessary in order to buy and sell, for this will be necessary in order to 
appropriate the necessities for human existence; such as sustenance, 
clothing, etc. The “mark of the beast” is in fact the invention of man, 
in accordance to the leadership of the “beast”; for although the specific 
is—the Antichrist (beast), the actual ruling authority is the “dragon” 
who is Satan (vs. 3-18)! 

Three things will be necessary for the deception involving the “mark 
of the beast” to be initiated and continued without question, debate, or 
rejection; this as pertinent to the purchase and selling of material items 
and services. 
 

The ruling power (human government) must have previously •
proven that they can both convincingly deceive, and maintain 
the deception; by force of arms and/or intimidation if necessary. 
What of “income taxation”; although unlawful? 
A foundation of actual financial stature reality must be replaced •
without notice or permission. This is to say that an actual 
foundation of wealth is supposed, although not actually existent. 
What of a system based upon credit (cyber space)? 
Those accepting the “mark” must have previously been •
convinced to concern themselves with (trust) the falsehood, as if 
it were actually necessary for an appropriate existence. What of 
credit scores? 

 
The basis, by which the citizens of the United States and other coun-
tries have been led to trust in the simplest forms of non-discernable 
deception, is through the “internet.” Although specifics can be under-
stood regarding certain aspects of the root means (internet) of initiated 
deception, only the actual instigator (Satan) knows with certainty the 
full basis of the deception as through the conduit by which it will be 
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introduced fully into the lives of the world’s inhabitants. With the “in-
ternet” drawing the world’s inhabitants continuously farther into the 
unseen reality of Satan’s ultimate deceptions (fantasy; false signs and 
wonders; cyber space) one step at a time, the ultimate “ease” of physical 
existence will come in the form (mark; computer chip) which is forced 
upon the inhabitants of the world. Along with the “ultimate ease” of 
physical existence which will (supposedly) eliminate the prevalent haz-
ards to fleshly comfort (fraud, disease, identity theft, aliases—i.e. 
terrorism); will come the ultimate “ease” (mark) of initiation into the—
full wrath of God (vs. 16, 17)!1110 

The summation is this: The “mark of the beast” will be forcibly ini-
tiated and enforced by servants of Satan; the “mark” will seem to be of 
necessity for the welfare and safety of the multitudes; the utilized tactic 
of “fear” will bring forth submission and thereby acceptance of the 
“mark” by all who are without eternal hope, because righteous hope is 
derived from acceptance of God’s love (cf. 1 John 4:17, 18); the masses 
who accept the “mark” will turn against those who do not, for they will 
be deceived into thinking those without the “mark” to be a direct threat, 
and in accordance to their fear will betray those without the “mark.” 
During the Great Tribulation Period, there will be no cohabitation of 
believers and non-believers; for the non-believers (those with the 
“mark”) will betray or kill those without the “mark” (mostly saints). 
Although this harsh reality exists, we as servants of God must go forth 
to speak the truth in love. With Gospel truth being contrary to the de-
ceptions perpetrated upon mankind, this will make believers a direct 
threat to Satan’s deceptive endeavors, therefore objects of his wrath. 
Could it be that those without the “mark” will be proclaimed as being 
traitors and/or terrorists? Whatever the deception may be, the fact re-
mains that life and survival will be excessively difficult for the saints 
during the Great Tribulation Period; for we cannot violate the moral 
standards set forth by our Lord for any reason, including survival; for 
our testimony and demeanor must remain apportioned for His glory 
(vs. 10, 18; cf. 3:10-13; 14:12, 13)! 

Within any nation which seeks first the things and ways of the world, 
and those things which allow “ease” and “comfort” of and for the flesh; 
individuals who attempt to seek God first and foremost will remain 

1110 cf. 14:9-11; 16:2; 19:20, 21.
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alienated from those who seek first the world and its ways; which cannot 
be denied as this reality is Biblical. Within nations of which the reality 
of God has been denied by rejection of Biblical truth (glory of Christ), 
the stage is set for the playing out of delusive behavior which will deceive 
the majority of humankind. The only avenue of deliverance and ultimate 
victory remains turning to, acceptance of, and trusting in the reality of 
truth; which is the Lord Jesus Christ, for no one will be saved through 
the delusive natures of “religion” or evasive and elusive government! 
Willful acceptance of the “mark of the beast” is an immediate sentence 
unto eternal spiritual death within the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone (hell); which will completely evade all who refuse to deny 
“self” so as to allow God to take them beyond the flesh and ways of the 
world! Truly, eternity will be a very long time to regret having fallen 
prey to the deceptions of humankind and guile of Satan’s schemes! 

Chapter 14: A Chapter of Reassurance 
Please remember that within diligent and disciplined seeking of truth 
regarding the “reality of God,” the door to humility and disciplined 
acquiescence is opened by the Lord as an aspect of His divine prepar-
atory work within the “drawing” process; which allows the Lord to 
begin and continue the “good and righteous” work of which He alone 
is capable. Just as throughout the church age history, no one comes to 
the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) without the divine grace 
abounding righteous work of God; so also remains the reality during 
the Tribulation Period, which includes God’s final call to accept the 
reality of both Him and salvation by grace; which has nothing to do 
with religion; and this at the threshold of the “bowl” judgments which 
will begin almost immediately (vs. 6-8).  

In regard to the 144,000 sealed and protected Israelites, the “seal” 
of God has been placed upon each of them (prior), which is the seal 
necessary for physical salvation; for regarding the 144,000, the seal is 
upon their foreheads which emphasizes God’s divine protection to be 
upon them, so that no demonic attack of any kind is allowed, nor phys-
ical attack of any kind; for they are divinely protected as the first fruits 
to God and the Lamb for the renewed nation of Israel entering the 
Millennial reign of Christ!  

It should be understood that the physical corporeal bodies of the 
144,000 must be protected and preserved for existence upon the earth; 
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which is different from the seal (indwelling Holy Spirit) of God for the 
day of redemption of which Jew and Gentile alike received as legitimate 
children of God, who will inherit a heavenly kingdom within which a 
different eternal body will be of necessity! The fact of the seal being 
placed upon the foreheads of the 144,000; 12,000 of which are from 
each of the twelve tribes of Israel; makes no indication that the 144,000 
are Messianic Jews (sealed for the day of redemption), but rather are 
Israelites who have sought devotion for the Lord by their remaining 
chaste, and blameless regarding all forms of sin or lawlessness; which 
would indicate obedience to the Law (Mosaic and Levitical). The fact 
that the 144,000 will follow the Lamb (Messiah; Christ) wherever He 
goes, directly evinces the reality of God’s divine work upon them; for 
even though they may or may not be Messianic Jews, by their obedience 
unto God as action foundational to having trusted God during their 
chaste and blameless corporeal existence, including remembrance of 
the prophesy concerning the coming Messiah, they will (by God’s grace-
ful divine work) be fully receptive and accepting of the reality of the 
Christ (glory of Christ), made evident by their immediate devotion for 
the Christ (vs. 1-5).  

Within this chapter, we are strengthened and uplifted within knowl-
edge of God’s providential working throughout the Tribulation Period; 
for His tender mercies, lovingkindness, and grace are yet witnessed by 
His final call to believe, while not trusting in “religion” or the elemental 
things of the world to do so (vs. 6-8). A third angel proclaims loud warn-
ing to everyone of the wrath of God, mixed full strength with His anger 
which will be upon all who accept the “mark of the beast,” with emphasis 
of the eternal torment which they will suffer for acceptance of the 
“mark” (vs. 9-11). The loud proclamation continues with the necessity 
for perseverance to be with all who choose obedience to God; with as-
surances that although they may die within the following judgments, 
they will yet be blessed with rest from the terrible times (labors to sur-
vive), while their obedience to God’s final call will be remembered 
(deeds follow with them) (vs. 12, 13). It must be understood that the 
“Rapture” will now occur immediately; therefore, all upon the earth, 
with the exception of the 144,000 divinely sealed by God, will have to 
endure the worst judgments which have ever come upon the earth. 
Because this will be a reality, the aforementioned was of necessity; so 
that everyone yet living may realize the consequences of procrastination, 
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and/or choosing to remain sons and daughters of disobedience; while 
those who choose obedience to God’s final call to believe, will yet have 
suffering, although aloof God’s wrath, because they had not accepted 
God’s free gift of salvation by grace through faith prior to the now im-
mediate action (Rapture). The fact that “hope” is yet possible by the 
proclamations, will render strength to those who had remained only 
partially deceived (yet procrastinate); for they are the ones who refusing 
to accept the “mark of the beast,” may yet survive the “bowl judgments”; 
and during the Millennial reign of Christ come to believe.1111 In ad-
dition, all who come to believe commensurable to the saints who will 
now be immediately “caught up” (Rapture), will have the assurance of 
salvation; although they will not have been “caught up,” due the fact 
that at the moment of Jesus` arrival in the clouds the rewards for each 
individual is with Him (vs. 13-15).1112  

With understanding as to these matters, and thereby emphasis of ap-
propriate focus and submission upon and to the Lord so as to avoid all 
forms of guile (manipulation and deception), we are blessed with assured 
outcome certainties; for the decision regarding the path upon which we 
choose to journey (narrow path to righteous; wide path to destruction) 
is a personal matter, of which we alone hold responsibility. 

We have been instructed regarding the “mark of the beast” which 
cannot for any reason be accepted by believers. We understand that 
without the “mark of the beast” we will neither be able to buy or sell, 
and by this we know that life will be difficult; for we will have difficulty 
obtaining food, while also having necessity to hide from those who 
would betray us. Although the endeavors of believers will be of difficulty 
as aforementioned, the Gospel must yet be proclaimed, which means 
that the spiritual salvation of the lost must take precedence over the 
physical salvation of believers; thus we must be willing to be as sheep 
for slaughter (vs. 9-13).1113 As can be witnessed by what would seem a 
dual context of verses 9-13, please understand the “Rapture” will begin 
in a moment in time; what “rewards” are with the Lord upon His arrival 
in the clouds, cannot be known with certainty; therefore, the fate of 

1111 cf. Daniel 12:12.
1112 cf. Revelation 22:11-13.
1113 cf. Romans 8:1-39, specific vs. 35-37.
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each individual can neither be known with any certainty within that 
moment in time. Only Jesus knows who accepted Him prior to His ar-
rival, and who had not yet done so! 

This chapter begins with information concerning the 144,000 who 
have been sealed by God. These chosen saints are singing a song which 
only they know, and are described as the first fruits of the earth (Jewish 
physical salvation). The 144,000 have never defiled themselves with sex-
ual encounters (including fornication) or deception (vs. 1-5); for they 
each have diligently endeavored absolute obedience unto God through-
out their life. 

The chapter continues as an angel of the Lord is flying in mid-
heaven ministering that all should fear God and give Him glory; for 
the time of His judgments is quickly approaching (chapter sixteen = the 
bowl judgments). Along with the ministering of the angel for the main-
taining of appropriate focus and worship for those who believe, comes 
another angel’s proclamation of Babylon’s destruction; which illustrates 
that the foundation of worldly strength trusted by the masses (self; re-
ligion; financial prosperity; military might), is in reality a foundation of 
weakness which will be destroyed (vs. 6-8).  
 

The descriptive destruction of spiritual and political / financial •
Babylon is forthcoming in chapters 17 and 18. It is due: the lust 
of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life, which 
has led to submission unto “Babylon” by the masses throughout 
the generations; as trust and hope have been placed upon the 
things of the world1114 

 
A third angel now comes forth proclaiming the judgment which will 
come upon any who accept the mark of the beast, or worship the beast 
or his image. This judgment is proclaimed—the full wrath of God to 
be upon them; this wrath is the beginning of that which will torment 
them for eternity as they are inevitably held captive in the lake of fire 
and brimstone (vs. 9-11). Demonstrating God to be abounding in mercy 
and grace (beyond our capability to comprehend), the proclamation of 
judgment is immediately followed by the statements of perseverance, 

1114 cf. 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:3-10.
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and how death will be a blessing to those who die for the Gospel, as 
death will bring relief from pain and suffering (vs. 12, 13). 
 

This makes emphasis of how believers must maintain: hope in •
the things of God, trust in the faithfulness of God and certainty 
in the salvation of God, and faith in the righteousness of God; 
for without these things, we are without actual faith-based 
assurance of divine deliverance. 

 
The voice of the angel is then followed by the vision of one like the 
“son of man” whom has a golden crown upon His head and a sickle 
in His hand. This one like the Son of Man is the Lord Jesus Christ 
who orders the gathering (reaping) of believers from the earth; for 
immediately following His reaping (gathering) of the elect (remnant) 
from the earth, another angel reaps (gathers) the world of sinful men 
and women (clusters) who are worthy of the wrath of God. Let us 
consider: 
 

Jesus has always been obedient to the Father, precisely and 1.
habitually! The Lord is in position with full preparedness and 
anticipation for action (v. 14); for when the word is given, immediate 
action begins (v. 15). 

 
The reaping (gathering) is one of separation; for this is the specific 2.
when the decision is made; by authoritative determination of 
separating the sheep (legitimate children of God) from the goats 
(illegitimate children of God; non-believers) (cf. Matthew 
25:1-46).1115 

 
The “one like a son of man” had a crown, which proves authority 3.
(Lord). Within this factor, we realize this “one like a son of man” 
has authority over others (vs. 14, 15); as: 

Several angels will be sent to gather believers (cf. Mark a.
13:23-27). 
Believers will be gathered to the central location of the Lord b.
Jesus Christ (in the clouds); therefore a plan for organization 

1115 cf. 16:15, 16.
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is necessary, initiated by the One with full authority to 
command the gathering (God from the heavenly temple).1116 

  
The difference found through definition: 4.

The definition for the word “ripe” as utilized regarding the a.
“one like a son of man” (Lord) charged with gathering 
believers from the earth is the word—xayrainw; which 
indicates—overripe to the point of withering (v. 15). 

Believers throughout the generations have hoped for the return •
of the Lord to occur in their lifetime; righteously foundational 
to disgust pertaining to the wickedness of the world, which has 
always existed within the legitimate children of God. 
With disgust of wickedness and abhorrence of the evil which •
influenced it, throughout the generations, the coming of the 
Lord could be none too soon for all generations of believers; 
thus the harvest is considered far overdue (ripe to the point of 
withering). 

The definition for the word “ripe” as utilized regarding the b.
second angel charged with gathering the clusters of those 
due judgment is the word—akmazw; which indicates—prime 
ripeness (v. 18).  

In conjunction with believers throughout the generations hope •
for ultimate deliverance (caught up; Rapture) during their 
lifetime, has been concern for the lost due the inevitable 
onslaught of judgment which must occur. 
As true believers would hope that none would perish but rather •
come to knowledge of truth; as we have the mind of Christ, and 
He also has patience for this purpose; we would hope the time 
of judgment to be extended, so that all may be reached with the 
good news of the Gospel; even though this would mean a 
continuation of our suffering. 
The time of the judgment is exactly correct according to the •
sovereign will of the Father; for this is indicated by both 
instruction and definition, as the commands of the Father are 
relayed by the angels who came forth from within the heavenly 
temple (vs. 15, 18)! For the Tribulation Period to continue 

1116 cf. Matthew 24:29-31; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.
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beyond the specific of God’s choosing, would be for all 
humanity to be extinguished; thus the time of the reaping is 
exactly correct and appropriate (prime ripeness—v. 18; cf. 
Matthew 24:22; 1 Timothy 6:13-16)! 

 
The angel with the second sharp sickle will be instructed by the angel 
from the heavenly altar, to gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, 
in preparation for throwing them into the great wine press of the wrath 
of God (vs. 19, 20). 
 

The “wine press” making illustration of immense amounts of •
blood flowing forth from the battlefield of Armageddon (Har-
Magedon); for this will be the most gruesome, deadly battle 
ever fought thus far.1117 
The battle of Armageddon will be fought outside the confines •
of Jerusalem (v. 20), upon completion of the “bowl judgments”; 
it is in preparation of this battle that the angel is gathering the 
foes of righteousness. 

Chapter 15 
This chapter begins with the introduction of the seven angels who hold 
the seven bowl (plague) judgments; of God’s divine wrath. The intro-
duction is accompanied by the description of the sea of glass mixed with 
fire, for the saints (children of God) have been cleansed unto eternal 
purity (fire), and have peace (glass; no turmoil) in God’s presence. The 
wicked will be receiving the judgments (wrath of God) due them, be-
cause of their chosen (religious) rebellion against truth regarding the 
spiritual relational reality, and rejection of God’s mercy and grace.1118 

 
Important mention: For the sake of increased understanding •
not only for the book of Revelation, but also regarding faith in 
general, it is important to realize a simple fact! Just as “religion” 
as set forth by the Antichrist will but deceive so that by it many 
will not be saved, so also has occurred for generations, as the 

1117 cf. 19:17-21.
1118 cf. John 1:12-17; Ephesians 2:1-9.
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many spirits of the Antichrist (demon influence) throughout the 
world have brought deception into the hearts of many; thereby 
callusing their spirit against the truth.1119 The fact remains that 
God has always desired our hearts (submissive sincere love and 
appreciation); for this is the love shown the Father by those who 
truly desire to know Him.  

 
The “religions” (manmade) of the world have attempted to mimic actual 
love and devotion as by “rote” (mechanics of practiced habit); somehow 
thinking practiced doctrines and rituals to be pleasing to God, who ex-
amines our hearts. “Religion of rote” is the basis of deception by which 
millions have been led astray of truth; “religion of rote” teaches sup-
posed devotion and appreciation by ritual and doctrine; void of actual 
faith, love, understanding and knowledge.  

By this deceptive work of demonic influence, many tangents have 
been taken, which have led astray of the narrow path of God’s right-
eousness, thereby attempting a righteousness by human works which 
does not actually exist. This is the foundation by which supposed be-
lievers never actually listen when they pray, for “religion of rote” is one 
sided; thus void of actual fellowship with the Lord our Creator. 

Although the majority of the former judgments involved the earth 
and heavens being smitten, and harm to humans as by the effects of 
wicked human warfare, the bowl judgments hold affliction directly upon 
humans by divine decree. It is for this reason, that believers (true chil-
dren of God) will be caught up prior to the seven bowl judgments; for 
these final judgments of God’s wrath are upon the “flesh,” and those 
who chose to walk solely according to the deeds thereof.1120 

Because all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory; including 
believers; the former judgments will be upon all who are alive upon the 
earth, for the torment brought forth by warfare will be worldwide. 
Although the Lord will ultimately protect the 144,000 as they are the 
first fruits of the renewed nation of Israel, and He will protect the saints 
to whatever degree He deems appropriate, the fact remains that all will 

1119 cf. 1 John 2:18.
1120 cf. emphasized—Matthew 9:27-31; 16:24-27; 23:1-36; 25:14-30; Romans 2:1-11; 8:1-17; 

2 Corinthians 10:2-18; Galatians 1:3-17; 4:21-31; 5:19-23; Ephesians 1:3-23.
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have distress; yet the saints are reassured of God’s glory and faithfulness, 
so as to remain steadfast within servanthood. Because the plagues of 
the “bowl judgments” will be sent forth from heaven, all who have either 
worshipped the beast or accepted his mark will be afflicted. 

Tremendous praise is heard in heaven, as the time of God’s righteous 
judgments has arrived! The completed numbers of the tribulation saints 
in heaven are now seen rejoicing greatly (v- 2-4). The seven angels 
dressed with authority from God, with the judgments given them by 
one of the four living creatures that will complete God’s wrath, are seen 
exiting the temple of the Lord in heaven. With the angels now outside 
of the temple in heaven, the glory of God fills it, and it is sealed from 
occupancy until the righteous judgments of God have been completed 
(v- 8). With this wonderful scene of praise to God, and the anticipation 
of the long awaited judgments now at the threshold of fulfillment, the 
bowl judgments are welcome and forthcoming. 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

I believe the temple in heaven was filled with God’s glory and •
sealed, because the Lord being the very essence of true love 
has to render upon the earth the necessary judgments for sin. 
As I had aforementioned, I believe this will be a time of 
anguish for the Lord; for the further damage upon the beauty 
of creation will be devastating, although just and of 
righteousness (v. 8).  

With the state of eternality having been initiated by the ◦
sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet, all aspects of existence 
upon the earth will now move forward in time in 
accordance to the Father’s will to bring about the coming of 
Jesus in glory, and the re-gathering of the Israelites unto 
their Lord and King. With the final “bowl” judgments, the 
wrath of God will be finished.1121 

The judgments being commanded by God is emphasized by the •
transfer of the seven plagues from the four living creatures (who 
are within and surround God’s throne) to the angels authorized 
to initiate them (v. 7).1122  

1121 cf. 16:17; Isaiah 2:1-4; 9:1-7; 66:10-24; Zechariah 14:1-21.
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The golden girdles (sashes) around the angel’s breasts are an •
indication of their authority from God. A crown would 
indicate authority over others in accordance to God’s glorious 
choosing; whereas the girdles indicate individual authority to 
act within a specific, in accordance to the absolute righteous 
will of God (v. 6).  
The clean and bright linen is indication of the angel’s purity, •
and righteousness (right doing) according to the will of the 
Father (vs. 6, 7). 
The songs (2—song of Moses; song of the Lamb) being sung, •
are indication of both Jewish and Gentile believers honoring 
and worshipping God. The twofold nature of the singing is 
confirmed—“Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of the 
nations” (v. 3). 

It should be noted, the Lord is the actual King of all ◦
nations! With the destruction of the human forms of 
government which were derived from the boastful pride of 
life which originated in Babylon (authoritarianism), the 
King of kings will reign supreme; righteously with love. 
Whether the “song of Moses” is the same song of antiquity ◦
which emphasized God’s blessings upon Israel, in not 
known for certain.1123 

The Bowl Judgments 

Chapter 16  
Within this chapter, the righteous judgments of God now come upon 
the earth in rapid succession, as the seven angels are sent to carry out 
their orders. The succession begins with a loud voice in heaven, which 
is the voice of the Father commanding the final judgment to begin. 
 

We know with certainty that the Father renders the command •
for the commencement of the seven bowl judgments, for the 
temple in heaven was sealed just prior to the voice coming forth 

1122 cf. 4:5-8; 5:6, 8, 14; 6:1.
1123 cf. Deuteronomy 31:30-32:47.
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(cf. 15:8). The specific of that revealed was that no one but God 
was within the temple, and that none other could enter until 
these plagues were concluded.  

FIRST BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The first bowl judgment is that of painful, grievous, malignant soars to 
come upon all who have worshipped the beast (and/or his image), ac-
cepted his mark; and upon those who attacked Israel. The exact type of 
sores given those who submitted to the beast is not known for certain, 
yet descriptiveness of the plague indicates that a type of flesh rot will 
occur. The onset of this plague will be quick and painful; and will include 
animals, with similar plagues; although the “rotting” aspect will be solely 
upon humans who succumbed to Satan’s guile (v. 2).1124 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

The fact of animals being stricken with similar plagues •
illustrates a point of fact that creatures of innocence have been 
forced to suffer the consequences of human sinfulness 
throughout history.  
Praise God! A time will come when peace will be maintained •
upon the earth within all species of created beings; thus 
beautiful critters (animals) will never again be forced to suffer 
the consequences of man’s sins!1125 

Interesting note: Isaiah 11:15 states that the River ◦
Euphrates will be divided into seven lesser brooks, which 
can be crossed easily. When we consider that all manmade 
structures upon the earth will be destroyed with the final 
earthquake of massive devastation (vs. 18-20), we lay witness 
to the love of the Lord for His elect upon the earth, as the 
structures (specifically—bridging) will no longer be 
necessary for safe and easy passage. 

SECOND BOWL JUDGMENT: 

When the second bowl judgment is cast to the earth, the onslaught of 
death comes upon the seas. Unlike the second trumpet judgment where 

1124 cf. Zechariah 14:12-15.
1125 cf. Isaiah 11:1-16; 35:1-10.
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one third of the seas were turned to blood, and struck by a body of mass 
destruction bringing forth the death of one third of the creatures within 
the waters, this bowl judgment will bring forth the death of all creatures 
within the sea (v. 3). 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

I have checked many different translations, and the point made by each 
is that of “sea.” This illustrates “sea” as singular, not “seas” as plural. I 
do not know whether all the seas and oceans will be smitten, or whether 
one major sea or ocean in a specific area will be smitten. I can only 
imagine however, the stench and disease which will accompany a huge 
body of water becoming dead. However: 

Because we know that with completion of the bowl judgments •
the wrath of God upon the earth is complete (It is done v. 17), 
and we know that certainties were rendered within the trumpet 
judgments specifying “one third” (cf. 8:7-11), we can deduce the 
finality of these judgments to include “all” which remain un-
effected from previous judgments. Within this, we can 
understand the singular usage (sea) to indicate all waterways of 
type to be conclusive.  
By the description of how the waters became blood like that of a •
dead man, this would indicate that either the sea actually 
becomes blood (as all things are possible with God), or the 
waters become stagnant and unable to sustain life. Emphases—
the blood of a dead man ceases all internal movement (flow); 
thus indicating stagnation (v. 3). 

THIRD BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The release of the third bowl judgment forces the death of the water-
ways of the earth (rivers and streams) (v. 4). The waterways will be 
turned to blood as a just judgment for the blood of the saints which has 
been spilt (v. 6). This statement by the angel sums up the purpose of 
this judgment, and as with the other judgments—the Lord is praised 
for His justness (truth) and righteousness of judgment (v. 7). The pro-
clamation is made by the angel of the waters:  

 
Revelation 16:5, 6: “Righteous art Thou, who art and who wast, 
O Holy One, because Thou didst judge these things; for they 
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poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast 
given them blood to drink. They deserve it.”  

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Whether the rivers and streams will actually become blood •
cannot be known with certainty. The fact is rendered however; 
the rivers and streams will become a means of contaminated 
consumption, which the wicked of the world deserve; partly 
because of the blatant complacency to remain wretched by 
choice.1126 

FOURTH BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The fourth bowl judgment brings the intense heat of the sun upon the 
sons of disobedience whom yet dwell on the earth (vs. 8, 9).1127 Unlike 
the fourth trumpet judgment where the sun’s light was reduced, this 
judgment brings its increased brightness and thus intense heat and suf-
fering. With the individuals suffering due to the increased heat and 
the misery there from, they will curse (blaspheme) God and refuse to 
repent (v. 9). 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

If the “rot” which will occur (bowl judgment #1) is actually the •
flesh-eating bacteria—Necrotizing fasciitis / fasciitis necroticans or 
Staphylococcus aureus, which exposes many surfaces of the body 
including internal organs, excessive heat would cause burning, 
blistering, and drying of sensitive tissues and thereby terrible 
pain and suffering. When the sun is diminished (bowl judgment 
# 5), which would bring forth a considerable decrease in 
temperature, the sensitive tissues would become susceptible to 
factors of cold such as hypothermia and frostbite. 
The possibilities are basically endless, as to how the intense heat •
is brought forth upon the earth. Because we know by 
description that tremendous climate changes will come forth 
upon the earth in accordance to God’s sovereign will regarding 
the many judgments, and we know that all things are possible 

1126 cf. 22:11.
1127 cf. Ephesians 5:5, 6.
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with God throughout the entire created universe, exactly how 
He will bring forth judgments involving the sun is not known. 

When the sun is dimmed, and thereby the heat from it ◦
diminished, could this be excessive sun spotting according 
to God’s will? 
When the heat of the sun is increased, could this be massive ◦
sun flares according to God’s will? 
It should also be considered, that as all things are possible ◦
with the Creator when involving holiness and righteousness 
(vs. 5, 6); the Lord may possibly increase and decrease the 
surface temperature of the sun, for fulfillment of these 
judgments! 

FIFTH BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The fifth bowl judgment brings forth the darkening of the kingdom 
which is inhabited by the beast and his followers. This darkness will 
bring increased pain from the plague of bowl judgment number one, 
as the sun helps in the healing process; within moderate temperatures; 
and is then taken away to add to the torment and suffering. Because of 
the increased pain and suffering by those yet dwelling upon the earth 
that have worshipped the beast, they will once again curse God and re-
fuse to repent (vs. 10, 11).  

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

It should be remembered that the bowl judgments are upon •
those who have never accepted the reality of God in Christ, and 
have blatantly fallen prey to the wiles and guile of the devil. 
Having ministered for many years, I can attest to the fact of 
multitudes that both deceive and remain deceived, while falling 
further into the darkness of deception by rejection of the truth. 
With multitudes upon the planet now rebellious against: 
discipline, responsibility, and truth; the fact of being 
blasphemous and intentionally disobedient during the time of 
the Great Tribulation Period, makes absolute sense within the 
light of reality.  
This is the last mention of the inhabitant’s failure to repent in •
the book of Revelation; this specifically pertaining to those 
under the direct influence of Satan through the Antichrist (v. 11). 
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Please consider that those who sought protection from suffering •
by accepting the mark of the beast, have now gone through 
repeated torment and suffering because of their decision to 
deny Christ. They yet blame God for their predicament, 
although His tender mercies had always been available to them 
prior to acceptance of the “mark of the beast.”  

We must remember the blessing of proclamation which ◦
occurred immediately preceding the saints being “caught 
up” (Rapture). Those who during this time are accepting the 
reality of the Christ, and thus salvation by grace through 
faith, will be forced to endure the divine judgments 
regarding atmospheric phenomenon; yet they will not have 
had the “rotting” to their bodies occur (bowl judgment #1), 
which will save them from torment beyond the wickedness 
of humankind in accordance to the evil of Satan, the 
Antichrist, and false prophet.  
This makes emphasis pertaining to the hold which deceptive ◦
demonic influence has held over humanity throughout the 
generations. With understanding that “religion” has led to 
millions trusting supposed spiritual leadership; rather than 
testing all things according to the Gospel, and thereby seek-
ing and gaining knowledge of truth; we come to realize a 
considerable battle strategy of the enemy (Satan and demons) 
to be influence leading to acts of procrastination pertaining 
to the things of God. It should be remembered in addition to 
this, that God will allow further deluding influence to come 
upon the human mind of those living in the end times, who 
have failed to accept and evidence the truth.1128  

With absolute certainty, we can understand that immense •
suffering will befall sinful humans upon planet earth during the 
bowl judgments. Because the initial judgment (bowl #1) involves 
loathsome and malignant sores, and the following judgments 
involve the waters and climate of the earth, the agony will be 
terrible; for the sores will be irritated by the climate changes, 
without possibility of being cleansed; for the waters of the earth 
will be contaminated.  

1128 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.
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Would not attempts at cleansing be as placing salt into a ◦
wound? 

SIXTH BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The sixth bowl judgment coincides with the sixth trumpet judgment 
(by mention), as both have reference to the River Euphrates (cf. 9:14). 
Within this judgment, the great river Euphrates will be dried to accom-
modate the passage of the 200,000,000 troop army from the east (v. 12). 
This drying of the Euphrates will coincide with the release of three 
unclean spirits which will show great signs and wonders, so as to draw 
the rulers of the world together at the Euphrates for the final battle 
prior to the millennial reign (Armageddon) (vs. 13-16).  

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

As a note—please remember the angel with the second sharp sickle 1.
(14:17, 18), who was sent to prepare and gather the “clusters,” 
(wicked) for the battle of Armageddon. This angel, by the authority 
of God, is very much involved in the sequence of events which are 
now occurring. 

 
These judgments are in quick succession, as with the sixth bowl 2.
judgment comes the warning to be awake and ready for Jesus’ return 
in glory (battle of Armageddon); the time is soon arriving (vs. 15, 16). 

Within this, we must consider that there yet exists upon the •
earth some who will yet survive to enter into the millennial 
reign of Jesus. We know this in accordance to the proclamation 
within the sixth bowl judgment—“Blessed is the one who stays 
awake and keeps his garments” (v. 15); which does not include 
anyone who accepted the mark of the beast! 

Note of mention: During Roman times, if a guard fell ◦
asleep at his post (other than guard duty), his cloths would 
be confiscated, leaving him to walk about naked and 
ashamed. Any soldier who fell asleep during guard duty was 
put to death. 

 
We know that the tremendous fighting force from the east will cross 3.
over the dried Euphrates River, in their endeavor to join the 
Antichrist whose forces lie to the west (v. 12). This advance would be 
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stricken if the advancing troops were forced to construct bridging to 
move across such a large body of water, and for this reason the river 
will be dried so as to make the passing of the river quick and easy. 

Although the drawing of the massive army will be a work of •
Satan’s devious and deceptive ways, the river Euphrates will be a 
work from God, for the sixth bowl of wrath is that which dries 
the river (v. 12). 

The River Euphrates has been in the twentieth century ◦
fitted with dams, which has led many times to the water 
level being low. Whether the bowl which dries it will be in 
the form of instruction which leads to the flood gates being 
closed, or whether a form of damage will have occurred 
disallowing use of the dam functions, is not known for 
certain. If the dam has been damaged so as to disallow 
human intervention, the necessity for a work from heaven 
would be necessary. 
Whatever the case may be, it is God’s will that the massive ◦
armies converge with one another, for the upcoming battle. 

 
The spirits of demons (like frogs—v. 13) coming forth from the 4.
mouths of—Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet, are 
deceptive proclamations; with the signs (semeiois) and wonders 
(terasin) being aspects of the deception.  

This can be understood by the specific of coming forth from •
their mouths; with emphasis of performing signs specifically to 
the kings of the massive army (kings of the whole world— v. 
14).  
We know that Satan and his servants are incapable of speaking •
actual truth, unless the overall outcome is deception. With this 
knowledge, and understanding that Satan’s ulterior motive is 
preparation to fight against the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
armies, we can deduce the deception by Satan unto the kings of 
the world to be either: some sort of phony peace accord; or a 
gathering of like hatred, for a concentrated attack against Israel. 

Due the fact of constant offenses against Israel leading up to ◦
the final joining of the armies prior to the battle of 
Armageddon, the latter regarding a mutual hatred of Israel 
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seems considerably possible.1129 When combined with the 
former potential (peace accord), the action may be one of 
combining forces to rally against the specific of religion 
which holds Jerusalem as important, by the different former 
battling religious sects. 
Within this type reasoning, the possible deception which ◦
will be proclaimed to the kings of the world by Satan may 
be a type of threat supposedly from Israel against the 
massive army; which would affect the armies to seek a 
concentrated attack to fend off imminent physical dangers. 
If this is actually the case, the signs and wonders would be 
utilized to frighten the massive army into alliance 
submission with the forces of the Antichrist. 

 
What countries may possibly comprise the kings of the east: As there 5.
are many countries with large populations east of the Euphrates 
River, the list of possible allied countries is rather large. China in 
itself claimed to possess a readily available army of 200,000,000 as 
far back as A.D.1965, and has since that time grown considerably, 
even though they have killed millions of babies in efforts to curb 
their population growth.1130 Other countries which may comprise 
the nations (kings) of the east are: Russia to the north, Japan (who 
have been known for their brutality throughout Asia in historical 
times), North and South Korea, Mongolia, the Philippines, 
Indonesia to the south, India, Pakistan, parts of: Iran, Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia.1131  

I do not claim to understand the possibilities of who the nations •
which make up this huge army may be. With the large numbers 
of individuals whom inhabit many of the aforementioned 
nations, it is possible that these nations could fight against each 
other with considerable loses, and yet combine with what is left 
and muster a force of two hundred million. 

Although many believe the numbers in the book of ◦
Revelation to be aspects of symbolic representation, there is 

1129 Cf. Zechariah 14:1-5.
1130 cf. Time, May 21, 1965, p. 35.
1131 cf. Daniel 11:44, 45.
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no actual reasonable answer to be found unless the numbers 
are taken literally. With diligence within the study of the 
Scriptures, it is plainly evinced that numbers are given as 
specifics for the purpose that we may not only understand, 
but also know the exactness; for appropriate to the warning 
of what “must occur,” the severity is emphasized!  

SEVENTH BOWL JUDGMENT: 

The seventh (last) bowl judgment is a judgment of completion; illus-
trated by the preceding statement—“It is done” (v. 17). The seventh 
bowl judgment brings tremendous lightning, thunder and the most fe-
rocious earthquake imaginable. This earthquake will bring to 
destruction every structure which is upon the earth; the only possible 
exception being within the land of Israel, for this will be the geographical 
location of Jesus` reign. This tremendous earthquake will shake the very 
foundations of the planet; knocking down mountains and moving islands 
(vs. 18-20).  

Along with the tremendous earthquake which will utterly disrupt 
the physical foundations of the earth, will come hail stones down upon 
the people, which are huge and deadly (100 pounds each at terminal 
velocity = mush). This severe judgment will once again bring men to 
blaspheme God, for they remain deceived as to why they are forced to 
live such terrible cataclysmic torment. 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

The city of mention (Babylon) (v. 19). 1.
The two primary factors which have led the masses astray of a.
an actual relationship with God throughout history are—
money and religion. With understanding pertaining to this 
fact of realistic human existence and spiritual downfall, we 
will gain greater potential understanding when studying 
chapters 17 and 18. 

Money is not the root of many forms of evil; yet rather the love •
of money is the root!1132 

This is why the children of God must love Him; not the ◦
things of the world!1133 

1132 cf. 1 Timothy 6:10.
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Religion is that which is necessary as an action (works) to •
please God; when in fact only faith holds the potential of 
actually pleasing Him!1134 

The next phase of the judgment sequence according to b.
Scriptural account; after the descriptiveness pertaining to 
“Babylon” (chapters 17, 18), is the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb (cf. 19:1-10). 

The basis of religion in the world basically comes down to: •
assorted forms of polytheism, monotheism, and anthropocentric 
beliefs; all three being separate and distinct from an actual 
relationship with God which is founded upon the Rock (the 
Lord Jesus Christ); which is a spiritual reality, not a religious 
one.1135 
Because we know this fact to plainly indicate three types of •
religion, of which one is not actually religion (monotheism) but 
rather relational between the Creator and the creature made in 
His image (spiritually); and because we know the immediately 
following aspect of revealed reality is the Wedding Feast, we 
plainly discern a necessity for separation between those who are 
invited and those who are not! 

When combined with the fact that the coming of Jesus ◦
Christ in glory is that which divinely forces truth upon the 
world as to the futile nature of “religion” and the blessing of 
the “relationship”; the remaining books of Revelation are 
not only understandable, but soothing and reassuring! 

 
The factor of destructiveness upon the mountains, and the islands 2.
of the earth moving from their foundations, emphasizes the fact that 
all manmade structures will crumble. Within this fact of the final 
judgment, is must be determined that no place will be found to 
protect the inhabitants of the earth from the massive hail stones 
which will fall. The only protection will be as the hail will fall exactly 
where God chooses; whereby all individuals are susceptible, except 
those of divine physical salvation, which are solely the 144,000 

1133 cf. 1 Timothy 6:3-19.
1134 cf. Hebrews 11:1-40, specific vs. 1-6.
1135 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.
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Israelites and those who have endured (by God’s grace) so as to 
believe and enter the Millennial reign of Christ. 

 
With the terrible cataclysmic devastations which the sixth bowl 3.
judgment will bring upon the earth, there are two types of people 
yet remaining—those who are desperate for Christ’s coming in glory, 
so this time of absolute tribulation will end; those yet without any 
hope, who yet blaspheme God (v. 21). 

We know that a remnant of individuals in addition to the •
144,000 divinely protected Jews will yet enter into the 
millennial reign of Jesus, for mention of the peoples of many 
nations indicates the fact.1136 
It remains by human pride and the deception of Satan that the •
lost curse God and blame Him for their own foolishness; 
disbelief, and unrepentant ways (hardened hearts). It may be 
noted, that in today’s world, excuses are prevalent (unfortunately 
even among many professing believers). By these excuses many 
deny: the truth, the necessity for faith, and the reality of 
Scripture (glory of Christ); while being unaware of the bondage 
to which they remain.1137  

Chapter 17 
Chapter seventeen will be a harsh reality to those who have sworn by 
and defended the many forms of “religion,” which have come from the 
“harlot” who sits on many waters. The harlot will be utilized as a basis 
for the Antichrist’s rise to power over the nations, and will come to an 
end once her usefulness to the Antichrist has run its course. 
 

There are several factors which must be noted in these verses (1-7). 1.
The emphasis of the woman sitting on many waters is defined •
as the influence which the woman (false religious system) had 
maintained upon many nations and peoples (v. 15); leading them 
to acts of immorality.1138 

1136 cf. Zechariah 14:16, 17.
1137 cf. Titus 3:3-8; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Luke 14:15-24.
1138 cf. 14:8.
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The harlot is quite wealthy, yet her wealth is derived from •
falsehoods from within her denial of the “reality of God,” as 
through the idolatrous foundation of her choosing (vs. 4, 5).  
The harlot is guilty of not only killing actual children of God, •
but also of fighting against the truth of their witness (v. 6).  
The harlot although rich, prideful and arrogant, is yet deceived •
by the beast upon which she is carried; for she is carried in 
directions of the beast’s choosing (seven heads and ten horns—
v. 7). 

 
Just as many sinful ways were introduced to the Jewish nation and the 
church in general (which remains even to this day) by the harlotry of 
Babylon, the falsehoods (misdirection; ritualistic religious practices) of 
mysticism (vague denial of reality) will continue to its maximum poten-
tial, until its destruction by the forces of the Antichrist. Because the 
religion referenced by the name “Babylon the Great” demonstrates a 
pagan worship other than to the Antichrist, the basis of its rule will be 
destroyed, and thus its followers will be absorbed by the central false re-
ligion of the Antichrist. When the destruction to this mystic false religion 
comes to pass, a great angel coming down from heaven will proclaim: 

 
Revelation 18:2, 3: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! And she 
has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every 
unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird. 
“For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of 
her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts 
of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have be-
come rich by the wealth of her sensuality.” 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

This chapter reveals the fall of a false religion which has been strong 
(Great) in its ability to lead astray into darkness. Through Babylon 
(Babel / land of the Chaldeans) of old, came many pagan forms of idol 
worship, sexually immoral religious practices, and many other decep-
tions against proper worship of God. This false religion (Babylon the 
Great) has maintained many forms of pagan worship throughout its ex-
istence; having hidden the essence of its paganism by shrouded mystery 
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(v. 5). Although this false religion (harlot) has pretenses of worship to 
God, the fruits of its worship practices evince the truth of her immorality 
and deceptiveness.1139 

 
Note of mention: The original mysteries religion within •
Babylon was derived from the time of Babylon (specifically 
Nineveh) being founded by Nimrod.1140 Nimrod’s wife 
Semiramis started the religious rites sect of the Babylonian 
Mysteries; from which worship of Baal was initiated, through a 
lavish story of supposed divine conception (Tammuz) in false 
fulfillment regarding the promise of the seed.1141 “Baal” worship 
derived from Babylon’s mysteries worship of Tammuz and 
Ishtar, is repeatedly condemned in Scripture (Baals; goddesses 
of the Ashtaroth). 
It is not the original mysteries of Babylon which is emphasized •
in this chapter, but rather the influence brought forward from 
Babylon which has led to manipulation of Scripture out of 
context within forms of Christianity (heretical and apostate 
Christian religion); leading to deceptions from a mixture of the 
Babylonian Mysteries and the misuse (adulteration) of Gospel 
truth.1142 

A terrible basis, by which the Babylonian Mysteries have ◦
been brought forward through incorporation into the 
teachings of supposed Christendom by the Mother of 
harlots, is through the worship of the “queen of heaven”; 
the Assyrian and Babylonian mysteries goddess—“Ishtar.” 
This foolishness when incorporated into supposed 
Christianity brought forth worship as by devotion for a 
woman; which was substituted for the Babylonian “queen of 
heaven.” Ishtar was a supposed fertility goddess who was 
married to Tammuz; this union constituting a supposed 
form of deity. “Ishtar” is yet inadvertently worshipped 
within most of Christendom in the form of a tradition even 
to this day (Easter), although only openly worshipped by the 

1139 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3-15.
1140 cf. Genesis 10:8-12.
1141 cf. Genesis 3:15.
1142 cf. Jeremiah 7:5-20; 44:13-28; Ezekiel 8:5-18; 2 Corinthians 4:1, 2.
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mother of harlots (through deceptively utilizing another 
name—“Mary”). This rubber stamps the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to a completely pagan form of worship, as a 
supposed means of justifying the false religion as being 
“Christian” in nature, although not! Although the religious 
foundation for pagan Christianity worships openly as they 
are greatly deceived (Mother of harlotry), the children of 
the harlot (apostate believers), yet worship inappropriately 
through intentional ignorance! This is why the basis of 
actual Christianity is “abiding in the Word”; for without this 
imperative we cannot remain founded upon the Rock which 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, thereby staying from deceptive 
worship practices (apostate religion)! 
Within the Ezekiel passages 8:7-18 please note aspects for ◦
which leadership within Babylon’s harlotry yet remains 
guilty: openly claiming to worship God, yet actually 
worshipping false gods when in secret (vs. 10-12); coming 
supposedly before the Lord, yet maintaining lamentations 
and worship for those who are falsely attributed with deity 
(vs. 13-16); placing emphasis upon the physical aspects of 
worship (religion), rather than achieving the heartfelt 
devotion of actual worship (spiritually relational), which is 
according to faith in the one true God. 

 
The mysticism which originated in Babylon, has been maintained 
through false religion; having continued forth through deceptive insis-
tence upon religious superiority. Leadership of Babylon’s harlotry 
(Mother of harlots) has believed themselves to have the authority of 
God on earth, this passed (deceptively) as true by demanding confessions 
be made to them as God’s chosen keepers of the bridge, rather than di-
rectly to God. This is building oneself an inappropriate pedestal in an 
unwarranted position, according to the leadership of the one (Satan) 
who actually leads them to deceive the multitudes.1143 This position as 
placed by the arrogance of man was in times of antiquity called the po-
sition of the “Pontifex Maximus,” which means the “Major Keeper of 
the Bridge”; although pertaining to the bridge between man and Satan. 

1143 cf. Isaiah 14:13, 14.
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The words of the “Pontiff” were to be considered as inerrant (without 
error), and thereby absolute law and truth.  

A short progression of the “Pontiff” position, for the purpose of fol-
lowing from whence it came to its current position, renders harsh reality 
as to this false religion (Babylon the Great), which is yet strong in leading 
millions astray of the truth necessary in order to be saved! Julius Caesar 
was made Pontiff of the Etruscan Order in 74 B.C., and “Supreme Pontiff” 
of the Babylonian Order in 63 B.C. The progression of Pontiff among 
the Roman Emperors continued until Emperor Gratian refused the po-
sition for Christian reasons, which then placed the position of Pontiff 
unto Damascus, the Bishop of the Church at Rome, whom with great 
pride accepted election to the position. Through the influence of monks 
at the Mt. Carmel sanctuary (college) of Babylonian religion, Bishop 
Damascus became the ruler (Supreme Pontiff) of the “Roman Church” 
in A.D. 378. The combined false religious systems of Rome and Babylon 
were then united into a form of pagan mysticism. This form of heretical 
pagan worship entered into the Christian church at Rome through the 
church at Pergamum, which had been infiltrated by Babylonian religious 
rites teachers, years prior. This position “Pontifex” was in later times re-
ferred to as “Pontiff;” yet being used within the papacy to this day. 
 

The reality of this is emphasized in vs. 9-13; as the false religion •
arose to power through Roman leadership; which at the time of 
John; some had fallen, one was, and another (Antichrist) was to 
come. In context, the former Roman rulers would have been 
those whose tolerance led ultimately to allowance for and 
inevitable strengthening of this false religion; which coming 
through Roman rule would currently exist under the guise of 
being supposedly Christian in nature. By this emphasis, Rome 
will once again be powerfully involved in world affairs, prior to 
the Antichrist’s insistence that the world worship him. 

 
Religious Babylon as described in chapter seventeen has been, and will 
continue to be the foundation of false Christianity from which the 
Antichrist will rise; the specific form of harlotry within supposed 
Christendom is not known with any certainty, for the Mother of harlots 
has many children (types of denominations yet committing harlotry). 
It must also be understood that the Mother of harlotry and the 
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abominations of the earth, and the Antichrist; as with all antichrists; 
have been led by Satan who instigates evil and influences wickedness; 
this to both deceive and delusively lead astray from truth regarding the 
reality of God and the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ).1144 This 
form of false religion which has and will continue to keep millions from 
freedom in Christ is based upon deception (mysticism) and idolatrous 
worship practices. This false religion will fall prey to the manipulation 
of the Antichrist, leading to its rendering assistance to the Antichrist as 
he makes a covenant with the nation of Israel. This form of false religion 
will be destroyed by the armies of the Antichrist, when its usefulness to 
him is depleted. The destruction of this religious system by the 
Antichrist will be praised and never questioned by the millions deceived 
by the beast; for the destruction of the “religious system” will seem ap-
propriate as by former teachings of the “harlot.” As the Antichrist utilizes 
the power of practiced deception which is from his father the devil, he 
will convince the world that he is God and therefore will justify the de-
struction of any former religious foundation as useless, because he (god) 
is present in the flesh. The destruction of the prevalent religious system 
will be followed by the persecution and deaths of most individuals who 
seek Christ (tribulation saints), for they will refuse to believe the de-
ception of the Antichrist’s deity, and will therefore be a direct threat to 
the darkness of the Antichrist, as they will become servants of light.1145 

  
Because of the idolatrous nature by which the Antichrist will •
both utilize the harlot and insist upon being worshipped either 
in person or by spiritual tribute to his image, we know that the 
harlot of Babylon is not Islam; for Muslims abhor idolatry. 
This harlot of Babylon is one practiced in idolatrous worship, •
who through extreme pride, arrogance and being deceived, has 
proclaimed herself to be of supreme authority. Due the harlot’s 
influence through the centuries, and the way in which her 
deceptions have been believed as true, although not; she will 
rise to new heights under the manipulations of the Antichrist. 
This could only occur within “religion” completely void of 
truth!  

1144 cf. John 6:44-65; 14:6, 7; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12; 1 John 2:18.
1145 cf. Matthew 5:14-16; Ephesians 5:3-10.
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Because the ten kings will be gathered from many nations •
which have been influenced by the harlot, the nations can be 
within any major denominations (harlot’s offspring) of supposed 
Christianity (the Christian religion); for through the rituals of 
harlotry (inappropriate worship void of truth and devotion for 
God) passed by the “mother of harlots,” all who have practiced 
paganism within the Christian religion will be vulnerable.  
The dwelling place of the great harlot, will be burned to the •
ground in accordance to God’s will for its demise; for the Lord 
will unite the forces of the Antichrist within this single intent 
(vs. 16-18).  

From what single place in Rome has ritualistic and ◦
idolatrous false Christianity yet influenced the world? This 
is a place of great wealth, great influence, great religious 
arrogance and blatant darkness (paganism); although 
claiming servanthood of light.1146 This is a place where the 
inhabitants claim superiority over all others, and are never 
to be questioned or doubted. The arrogance of the harlot 
will continue until an ending point of the Great Tribulation 
Period, when eradication of her is brought forth by the 
Antichrist; for he will become the sole source of religious 
influence, from the foundation of which the harlot gave 
birth. For better understanding regarding the Babylonian 
harlot, please reference chapter eight of the book (Big If). 

Chapter 18 
Unlike in chapter eighteen where the destruction of financial and po-
litical “Babylon” is mourned, the destruction of the harlot (false religious 
system) in chapter seventeen was without emotion. This is easily ex-
plainable by factors brought into the world by the mother of harlots 
and the abominations of the earth—Babylon (v. 2, 3; cf. 17:5). Although 
many expositors and scholars believe the emphases of chapter eighteen 
to reference: Vatican, Rome, or an actual city of Babylon which will 
supposedly be built in the end times; I disagree, for the direction of 
both chapters 17 and18 reference how religion (chapter 17), politics 
and finances (chapter 18) have been trusted and manipulated throughout 

1146 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4, 12-15.
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history. Within my disagreement, please understand that although I do 
not believe Vatican to be financial Babylon within this chapter; I abso-
lutely believe Vatican (more so Papal Catholicism) to be the mother of 
harlotry of chapter seventeen; as tolerance for the revised priesthood 
of the Babylonian Mysteries religion (Roman Catholicism), was warned 
against by the Lord!1147  

When realization is made by the facts of Scripture which has been 
rendered for our instruction, we understand those with faith (children 
of God) trust in the Lord, whereas the children of the world (those 
without actual trusting faith) trust in the uncertainty of human gov-
ernment and physical prosperity.1148 From within the basis of truth 
that Satan entices through those of financially superior stature, we can 
understand that the basis of authoritarian rule upon the earth during 
the Tribulation Period will be derived from the worldly strength of 
riches and guile. 

Although the faith of the Israelites was far diminished from possible 
potential prior to the Babylonian exile, the duration of the exile (70 
years) increased the trust of the majority to rest upon human govern-
ment and physical prosperity to an even greater degree; for this is 
evident by the small percentage of the Israelites who returned to 
Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Ezra, as compared 
to the masses which remained in Babylon under Persian dominion. This 
also accounts for: the lack of mention of God’s blessings within the book 
of Esther, the return to fleshly indulgences when Nehemiah was absent 
from Jerusalem, and the sin cycle of the nation when godly men were 
not present with continual righteous leadership.1149 

The way in which trusting in human government and the uncertainly 
of physical prosperity (riches) has carried forth from the time of 
“Babylon” is not only evident in Scripture, but also through the study 
of human history in general. Please reference chapter three of the book 
(Big If) for further understanding regarding—“human leadership.” The 
children of God have always been instructed to focus upon the Lord 
and trust in Him; yet the abundant foolishness of the world has always 
continued, as humans tend to trust in that which is temporal (seen and 

1147 cf. Revelation 2:13, 20-23.
1148 cf. Romans 15:1-6; 1 Samuel 8:4-22.
1149 cf. Books of Esther; Nehemiah; Ezra; Malachi; Haggai.
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witnessed in the physical realm), while failing to utilize the measure of 
faith which God has given to strengthen and reassure our relationship 
with Him; which endures forever! With understanding as to the reality 
of human existence and the lack of spiritual faith which is present in 
most who claim a relationship with God, we gain potential for knowl-
edge as to the actual content of chapters 17 (harlotry) and 18 
(abominations of the earth). 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Although Scripture plainly states that servants cannot actually serve 1.
two masters; mammon and God; the mother of—harlotry, and 
abominations of the earth (cf. 17:5), has attempted to teach potential 
believers to seek and trust in physical prosperity.1150 The fact that 
financial stature has entered into supposed Christianity as by the 
same means (abominations of the earth) as a sign of spiritual success, 
although not, is emphasized in vs. 2, 3; for this is an area where true 
believers cannot afford to be taken captive (vs. 4, 5).  

The love of mammon introduced by Babylon, has allowed •
demons of all sorts to enter into the religion called Christianity 
(Christian religion; not actual Christianity); emphasized in the 
reality of the physical prosperity generated by “religion,” and 
the many who have sought “religion” to be a basis of personal 
financial gains.  

The ultimate motive of seeking riches or the derivatives ◦
thereof has caused distraction and detriment to the faith of 
millions throughout history. Once an individual places 
attentive focus upon mammon, all else including “religion” 
must fall within the confines of physical existence; for this 
is the basis of walking by sight which is deceptively taught 
from many supposed Christian pulpits, and inappropriately 
instigated and accepted by the multitudes.1151 Denial of 
physical means of distraction is contingent upon looking 
beyond “oneself,” which also happens to be the first step 
necessary to follow Jesus by faith upon the narrow path of 
His righteousness, which leads unto fulfillment of spiritual 

1150 cf. Matthew 6:19-24.
1151 cf. 2 Timothy 4:3, 4; 1 Timothy 4:1-5.
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purpose; which includes “salvation”!1152 It is the denial of 
this primary step of submission (denial of self) which is 
prevalent within the multitudes of believers; leading to 
their having (and continuing to have) external expansion in 
the physical realm, with little or no expansion within 
spiritually. By this, claim is made of spiritual expansion as 
by physical prosperity, whereas in reality spiritual growth 
remains elusive 

Within this fact, I must point out that the Christian ⁃
religion (not actual Christianity) is for the most part but 
foolishness of rote, due the introduction and acceptance 
of harlotry and abominations, received and followed by 
those with little or no actual faith. Unlike the Christian 
religion which has become pagan due heretical false 
teachings and apostate worship practices, “actual 
Christianity” is the basis of true faith by which saints are 
saved by grace through faith, and seek to be “Christ-
like” by the grace of God! The difference between the 
two is immense, as one is of darkness (pagan Christian 
religion; i.e. physical realm worship), and the other of 
light (actual Christianity; i.e. worship in spirit and in 
truth). The former is an adulterous mimic of a true 
relationship with God; whereas the latter is an actual 
relationship based within the love, faithfulness and 
strength of God!1153 

 
The emphasized ultimate authority brought forth through Babylon 2.
(harlotry and abominations) has been believed by those of her rear-
ing. Within this factor, we understand that supposed Christianity 
has continued the harlotry and abominations as through inappro-
priate rituals, teachings, and seeking of riches; for the teachings of 
the harlot were never tested in accordance to Gospel truth. As real 
Christians (prudent brides and learned pupils of Christ) utilize the 
talents given by the Lord and test all things as an act of preparedness 
awaiting our beloved Lord, apostate Christians remain unprepared 

1152 cf. Matthew 7:13-27; 16:23-26.
1153 cf. 2:18-29; Matthew 12:39-50; James 4:3-10; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 1 John 2:1-3:18.
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as by intentional spiritual procrastination, and fleshly indulgences 
(vs. 4-7)!1154  

Why didn’t the “reformers” make a clean break from the •
abominations, during the Reformation Period? It should be 
known—true reform mandates coming into the light of truth 
and staying there; for no acts of darkness are allowed in the pure 
light of truth! 

 
Unlike the destructive basis of the world religious system by the armies 
of the Antichrist at a latter point of the tribulation period, the destruc-
tion of this commercial system will come as the result of an earthquake 
(judgment of God—vs. 9-19; cf. 16:18, 19) nearing the end of the Great 
Tribulation Period. Throughout history when sudden financial decline 
has caused confusion and turmoil, so also will it be in this situation when 
the financial basis of strength attributed to worldly existence is suddenly 
brought to complete and utter destruction by the Lord, at the designated 
time. All foolish enough to have trusted in the uncertainty of riches and 
human leadership will have the foundation of their hope destroyed in 
one hour (hour of testing); when the very foundations of the world will 
be divinely shaken, bringing the collapse of all that is considered valuable 
by those who sought purpose through material existence and wealth 
(vs. 8-23).1155 

Prior to the destruction of all material things which will be consid-
ered of extreme value by those who remain upon the earth, rampant 
wickedness will persist throughout the world, as individuals of greed 
and selfishness (personal idolatry) ponder their ways of unjust gains and 
enterprise. In a manner consistent with the larger cities within the 
Roman Empire of old, every form of thievery, deception and immorality 
will continue upon the earth, as individuals seek to prosper and live 
within their chosen unrighteousness.  

Babylon of antiquity was a great fortified city, which was believed 
to be impregnable. The city of Babylon was a place of great paganism 
and worldly existence, where the inhabitants trusted in the physical 
manmade structure for protection. So also will the supposed strength 
of man be trusted just prior to Jesus` return in glory.1156 Remember 

1154 cf. Matthew 25:1-30; Colossians 2:20-23.
1155 cf. 3:10, 11.
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Sodom and Gomorrah? Remember how the army of Cyrus so easily 
captured Babylon?  

It is the inappropriate trusting in the uncertainty of riches and human 
leadership, and the many ways by which mammon and demonically in-
fluenced leadership turns the hearts of individuals to ultimately serve 
“self,” that is the foundation for chapter eighteen. Babylon was the first 
of the four major kingdoms of Biblical mention. From Babylon (1st king-
dom) precept factors centered upon the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, 
and the boastful pride of life; entered into and corrupted the spiritual and 
moral stature of human existence as set forth by the Lord to His chosen 
people. This began the basis of covert authoritarianism throughout the 
known world; as freedom for lesser capital gains among the commoners, 
became the basis of great riches to the ruling authorities. This corruption 
continued through the Medo-Persian Period (2nd kingdom) which added 
forms of political doctrine and increased trust in government, then 
through the Greek Period (3rd kingdom) which added forms of philoso-
phy; bringing forth increased human intellectual feelings of worth. The 
fourth and final kingdom—Roman, having collected the precepts, doc-
trines and philosophies of the former kingdoms, then added many 
traditions which made the forms of secular bondage complete; which yet 
to this day holds the multitudes captive to worldly affairs, hopes and trust.  

With the foundation of Roman rule being the strength of the sword 
(military might), this form of macho authoritarianism has continued 
throughout the generations, to the point of acceptance by the apostate 
church; who utilized supposed spiritual influence to enter into human 
forms of government; thereby utilizing the “sword” to further their un-
godly endeavors (Dark Ages; Crusades; Holy Wars). It is the basis of 
Babylon’s influence regarding human forms of religion dominion and 
financial dominance which will be destroyed; the former by man, the 
latter by the Lord. With all individually conceived forms of human 
strength shattered, all that remains is the combined military might of 
all nations, which will be gathered by Satan to fight against the Lord 
upon His return in glory (Armageddon). The Lord will usher in the 
eternal state with the final eradication of prideful human potential 
(abominations), which has been led by demonic instigation and influence 
all along (vs. 9-24).  

1156 cf. Matthew 24:29-39.
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The entire basis of “Babylon” in context of chapters 17 and 18, re-
gards not only the character changes within the chosen elect of God 
(Jews) derived from the exile, and the post exilic period when compro-
mise settled into the spiritual and physical aspects of “believer’s” human 
existence, but also the generalized mindset of all humankind. The 
worldly contamination of “Babylon” through years of coercion has 
caused degradation upon the faith and physical existence derivatives of 
faith within the chosen of God; leaving only a remnant, that through 
focus and submission upon and to God has carried forward the essence 
of the relational reality.1157 The remnant is now gone (“caught up”; 
Rapture), leaving only deceived humanity to face the reality of truth 
which will be realized by the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Because 
the masses of humankind have gone astray of truth; having trusted in 
not only the things of the world, but also inadvertently the ruler of the 
world (Satan); a name was given to the secular endeavors of man, the 
name specifically regarding the place of dwelling from which human-
kind journeyed forth in frailty—“Babylon!”  

All aspects of trusting in both “religion” apart from an actual rela-
tionship with Jesus, and in the frailty of “human government” must 
cease prior to the millennial reign of the Lord! If this did not occur, 
those remaining to enter into the millennial reign would do so through 
the same basis of human trust (the harlotry and abominations of 
Babylon), leaving nothing un-changed; yet it does change (must 
occur)—as the kingdom of the world becomes the kingdom of our 
Lord!1158 If contextually, it were true that Babylon will be a physical 
structure upon the earth, it would make no sense that the destruction 
of a structure would eliminate the harlotry and abominations from the 
earth; nor would the following books of Revelation make any sense, if 
all remains as it was in accordance to the secular mindset, minus specifics 
of human cities. The major emphasis of chapter eighteen is that the fi-
nancial stature of the world which has been trusted for generations, will 
be destroyed by the Lord; rendering emphases upon the futility of at-
tempts to find purpose and beauty (clump of clay) without the righteous 
and purposeful craftsmanship of the Potter! 

1157 cf. James 1:19-27.
1158 cf. 11:15-19; Zechariah 14:16-19.
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Please look closely at vs. 3 and 9; note the emphasis placed upon •
the secular condition of the human mind and heart. When we 
understand that only God can change the basis of a secular 
physical existence into an existence based in faith; the Biblical 
emphases becomes clear. 

Chapter 19 

PREFATORY 

Chapter nineteen begins with the words—after these things (v. 1). This 
is of importance, for as aforementioned, the mindset of trusting in “re-
ligion” and/or the political / financial strengths of the world must cease; 
prior to entrance into the Lord’s reign. With these words, we realize 
that the Lord’s kingdom is one of truth and righteousness, therefore 
any human way of thinking (inane) must be eradicated from the essence 
of our being; for the corruptible must become incorruptible, just as the 
mortal must put on immortality. The necessity for destruction upon all 
aspects of secular stature is emphasized in the words of vs. 2 and 3; for 
the harlot has been judged with finality, the evidence of her destruction 
(smoke) rises forever and ever! We discern this to be factual by the af-
firming word—Amen (truly) (v. 4)! 

With this understanding, we can discern that the destruction of 
Babylon (chapter 18) will occur after the sounding of the 7th (last) trum-
pet; shortly after the “Rapture” of believers; within the rendering to the 
“bowl judgments.”1159 Because the sounding of the last trumpet initiates 
renewing with the coming of the new (God’s kingdom) and the passing 
of the old (kingdom of the world), the essence of righteous change is 
brought forth by the sovereign will and glory of God. Within this 
change, the saints are raised incorruptible; whereas the corruptible of 
the world will suffer the final judgments (bowl judgments). Although 
the exact correlation cannot be known with certainty, it is made evident 
that sounding of the 7th (last) trumpet indeed brings forth the greatest 
righteous change in the history of humankind; for the time period of 
the temporal is now of short duration, even so based in the righteousness 
of Christ; with finality at the end of the millennial period, when the 

1159 cf. 11:15-19; 16:17-21.
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temporal is swallowed completely by the eternal! This is both evidenced 
and confirmed by the proclamations of “Hallelujah” (vs. 1, 3, 4, 6)! 

With mention of the destruction of the “harlot” (v. 2), and how her 
smoke will rise for all eternity (v. 3), we realize the inevitable outcome 
for all who would bring harm to God’s elect throughout history. 
“Babylon” being the “Mother of harlots and abominations of the earth,” 
again emphasizes that Babylon indicates wicked stature, not a literal 
city; for a structure will not burn in hell, but rather the demonic in-
fluence and sons and daughters of disobedience who fulfilled the will 
of their leader and father (Satan) throughout the generations.1160 This 
should bring forth considerable conviction within all claiming faith in 
God; for the spiritual relationship of the remnant with God brings forth 
salvation, whereas the religion of the multitudes (harlotry) brings forth 
deception and condemnation.1161 Religion cannot save anyone, for a 
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is the sole basis of sal-
vation; by grace we have been saved (accepted by faith), not on any basis 
of human works (religion)!  

Although salvation has never been by any basis of human works, an 
emphasis is rendered regarding the appropriate submission of believers 
unto the Lord; this by the statement of the “fine linen, bright and clean” 
being in actuality the righteous acts of the saints (v. 8). Although all 
good, acceptable and perfects gifts come from the Lord, it is submis-
siveness unto His righteous leadership which allows His grace to be 
appropriated for righteous devotion.1162 Although many will be saved 
by God’s grace, many will not have reward, for they sought salvation 
with no intent of prudent righteous service; these are those who desired 
to love the Lord, while living for the flesh. It is the prudent work of 
submission to love God first and foremost, which leads bond servants 
to be instruments of God’s righteousness. This is the context of “the 
righteous acts of the saints,” for all fruits of righteousness are actually 
of the Lord; obedient saints simple submit and serve within devotion. 1163 

Now with chapter nineteen, comes the time which devotional be-
lievers have all been waiting and praying for!1164 This is a time of great 

1160 cf. 17:1-6, 15; 18:2, 3.
1161 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:1-3.
1162 cf. James 1:17; Romans 4:13-25; 10:1-4; 11:5-10; Philippians 3:7-14.
1163 cf. Philippians 1:6-2:18.
1164 cf. 2 Timothy 4:7, 8.
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rejoicing by all who have called upon the name of the Lord. Great 
cheers of praise to God are now heard, as the long awaited time of 
judgment and revenge for the saints by the Lord has come!1165 We are 
now witness to the uplifted voices by the twenty-four elders, the four 
living creatures and a great multitude of saints (all), whom give praise 
to God for His righteous judgments upon the world of sin and injustice. 
The praise continues as the “bride” is now diligent for the wedding 
feast with the Lamb; being completely prepared and dressed for the 
occasion (vs. 1-10).  

It may be noted that the use of the word “Hallelujah” (Greek = hal-
laylouia - adoring exclamation) is now used, and rightfully so! A 
distinction should also be noted between the “bride” and “those invited 
to the wedding feast.” Although this will be a time of great rejoicing, as 
all have been blessed with salvation, the bride is within the place of 
honor with the Groom (Lamb). The distinction is that the “bride” had 
made herself ready by actions of devotional love, whereas the others 
had awaited the Groom within a stature of selfish procrastination. 
Hopefully the prefatory allows greater understanding in this regard; 
for many seek salvation from the Messiah, whereas to bond servants—
He is “Lord of all!”1166 

 
Although as aforementioned, many believe the church was •
raptured prior to the seven year tribulation period, it would 
make no sense whatsoever that the wedding feast would follow 
seven years after the Groom comes to accept His bride. 
Although God has different specific plans for Jews, and born 
again believers during this time within which is no distinction; 
this may be an emphasis distinction between the “bride” and 
others invited to the feast, it would yet remain absurd to make 
conjecture as to why the wedding and the feast would be 
separated one from the other for a period of seven years. 

 
Within verse ten we find a very fitting introduction as to what is about 
to occur, for the Lord will soon come in glory. Immediately we are pre-
sented with the coming of our Lord, as the eastern skies open up and 

1165 cf. Hebrews 10:26-31.
1166 cf. exampled - Psalm 106:13-48; Isaiah 43:10-44:28; 49:1-26.
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He arrives in glory with eyes of fire and many crowns upon His head; 
which fulfills prophesy concerning His return, causing blatant realiza-
tion by all who dwell upon the earth that Truth (Jesus) prevails. He 
comes now with the name “The Word of God,” for with the Word 
(sharp sword) coming forth from His mouth, He smites the nations.1167 
On His robe (which is dipped in blood) is written the wonderment of 
His title—“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (vs. 10-16). 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

The prelude to the marriage supper is the fourth of the four hallelu-
jahs. The first three were in response to the Lord’s just judgments, 
and now this final hallelujah is in response to what is about to happen, 
as the anticipation for the second coming of Christ is great. Those 
who have truly loved the Lord and been born again because of His 
grace, are now fully prepared for the marriage supper, having been 
clothed with proper attire. We, by the grace of God, having been 
cleansed of all unrighteousness and impurity, are invited to the wed-
ding feast as pure virgins, having been clothed in fine linen for the 
occasion. The saints enter into the banquet (time of rejoicing); thus 
the state of blessed eternality with the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus (cf. 22:20)! 

The linen worn by the bride of Christ (the saint), would appear to 
be the combined righteous acts (combined) of all the saints (v. 8). As it 
is only by the grace of God that we may walk in His righteousness, the 
praise is tremendous toward God, for it is His grace which has brought 
us to the salvation which He destined for those who truly love Him.1168 
The time of the marriage supper will be a time of extreme happiness 
and joy. The fact of our joy and rejoicing due: God’s grace, and our faith 
in Jesus, and the salvation He has freely given us by grace; will abound 
to a degree unfathomable; for at the marriage supper we will be in the 
presence of our Lord, and thus see Him and experience His presence 
like never before!1169 
 

The Significance of the Linen Garment in v. 8 1.

1167 cf. sharp two edged sword - 1:16; 2:12; Hebrews 4:12; sword reality - John 12:46-50, spe-
cific v. 48.

1168 cf. Ephesians 1:3-14.
1169 cf. 1 Peter 1:3-9; 1 John 3:1-3.
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The linen is significant, as we must be properly clothed if we are to be 
identified with Christ as His bride.1170 The linen itself is the basic gar-
ment necessary to be worn by the saints, for entrance into the marriage 
supper of the Lamb (v. 8); for the righteous acts of the saints is founda-
tional to the righteousness of God manifest and fulfilled!1171 

In days of old, two types of linen garments were worn to important 
meetings and gatherings. The first was the primary garment of covering, 
which was to cover the person’s nakedness (long white garment), and 
the second was a garment of dignity which held the insignia and metals 
of honor or reward (usually scarlet in color). 

At the marriage supper, we may very well be wearing both of these 
types of proper attire, as we come before our Lord in a place of honor 
(by His grace); for we may very well be wearing our reward insignia, 
having received it upon our joining the Lord.1172 Wearing the reward 
insignia is done in humility, with the saints being in the presence of 
our divine, glorious Lord.1173 Within this, it should be noted that from 
the time of the Rapture (being “caught up”) until the saints are fully 
prepared to journey with the Lord, is but short time duration. With 
gathering of the saints completed, the saints join the Lord as He comes 
in glory, to eliminate the forces of wickedness upon the earth 
(vs. 11-14).1174 

 
It may be noted, that although we may very well be wearing our •
rewards by the rights given according to God’s grace, we will 
probably not even notice as we are in complete awe as we stand 
in the presence of God our Savior. Standing in the presence of 
complete righteousness and glory, we would most likely not 
notice the attire being worn. As we praise and honor our Lord 
at the marriage supper, we will not be aware of anything except 
“Wow, He is glorious and awesome!” 
The time period of the bowl judgments upon the earth, may be •
the time period of which believers give account for our deeds 
while in the flesh. Because we will all give account as to whether 

1170 cf. Matthew 22:11-14; 25:32-46.
1171 cf. Romans 10:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21.
1172 cf. 22:12, 13;2 Timothy 4:7, 8; James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:1-4.
1173 cf. Philippians 3:20, 21; James 1:9, 10.
1174 cf. 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-2:4.
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our deeds were for or against Jesus, and this must occur prior to 
entrance into the state of eternality, the time period of the bowl 
judgments upon the earth would also be the time period of the 
“Bema Seat” (mercy seat) judgment.1175 This would certainly be 
discernable, for a time period will precede our return with Jesus 
to fight the battle of Armageddon; this a short time after being 
“caught up.” 

 
What do His Names Represent About His Person and Work? 2.

The primary declaration used by John in describing Christ in •
chapter 19, is the declaration of sovereign victory! The name of 
Christ “Faithful and True” (v. 11) as he comes upon the white 
horse of victory, carries the theme of chapter nineteen, for He 
is: 
Already victorious.1176 This factor is wonderful, for only our •
Lord can be victorious in a battle not yet fought! 
Fulfilling prophesy in absolute truth and righteousness.1177 •
Faithful in all things.1178 •

 
Jesus returns with the crown of many diadems. These diadems are 

the multiple aspects or crowns of Christ’s authority over all things.1179 
The robe which He wears upon His return in victorious glory is dipped 
in blood, and upon Him now is the name “The Word of God.” This name 
of our Lord is very descriptive and proper, because He will judge by 
the Word (Scriptures) which was given us to guide our paths unto right-
eousness (or destruction when rejected).1180 

The names given to Jesus in verse sixteen … “KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS,” is the name signifying His supremacy over 
all rulers, kings, princes, lords, etc. Jesus is truly the Lord (Kurios) of 
all things, and as He comes, this title is demonstrated in advance of any 
action, because this is the undeniable righteous truth!1181 These decla-

1175 cf. Romans 2:1-16; 14:1-12.
1176 cf. 16:17; John 19:30; Romans 6:5-14.
1177 cf. John 5:19-47.
1178 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24; 2 Timothy 2:11-13.
1179 cf. Colossians 1:16, 17; Acts 10:36, 37.
1180 cf. Romans 2:14-16; John 8:31, 32; 12:48-50; 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32.
1181 cf. Luke 10:22-24; Philippians 2:9-11; Isaiah 45:20-25.
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rations and names set forth in regard to the Lord Jesus Christ are in 
regard to His relationship with: God the Father, the saints, and His in-
carnation to glory over the kingdoms of the world.1182 

The armies of the earth are gathered at Armageddon for the battle 
against the Lord; amid ravaging raids upon the city of Jerusalem, led 
by demonic influence.1183 Gathering note, remember the heavenly 
angel with the second sharp sickle (vs. 17, 18; cf. 14:17)! With the arm-
ies of the world now at full readiness and driven by demons in anger 
and hatred, Jesus will come down upon the Mount of Olives with such 
great power, that the mountain will split in two from east to west.1184 

 
The Mount of Olives splitting in two and the Jews fleeing •
through the opening is a wonderful rehash of past events, for 
this will be a divine deliverance much as occurred when the 
Israelites passed through the Red (Reed) Sea; when being 
pursued by Pharaoh and his army!1185 

 
The battle of Armageddon (vs. 17-21) will be a devastating destruction 
of evil by righteousness! Just prior to this tremendous devastation, the 
birds of the air are called to gather together in preparation for feasting 
upon the bodies of the millions who will be killed (vs. 17, 18).1186 By 
the sheer numbers of bodies (man and animal) which will come from 
such a devastating judgment, the birds will be overwhelmed with sus-
tenance, for millions will perish by the Word (Gospel) they (disobedient 
humans) chose to rebel against (v. 21). As the birds are being gathered 
for the tremendous death toll which is about to occur, the armies of the 
world are gathering their forces, weapons, strategies and wits in final 
preparation for their inevitable defeat. With the world’s armies now at 
total readiness (so they think), the Lord and His angels will come and 
throw (quickly and easily) the Antichrist and the False Prophet into the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone, and the massive armies of 
the earth will be killed by the words of truth which will come forth 
from the mouth of Christ; this being the reality of fulfillment for what 

1182 cf. Acts 2:24-36.
1183 cf. Zechariah 14:2, 3.
1184 cf. Zechariah 14:4, 5.
1185 cf. Exodus 14:16-22.
1186 cf. Matthew 24:27, 28.
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had to occur! We must remember, the Lord has only to speak for actions 
to occur!1187 

The Lord warned of this in prophetic Scripture, so that all may know 
of what must occur.1188 Having failed to heed the message of warning, 
the inhabitants of the world will have gone through terrible times of 
warfare and judgment. Many could have avoided aspects of the extreme 
harshness of the Great Tribulation Period, had they only accepted God’s 
lovingkindness and grace, by allowing the measure of faith He had given 
them to be righteously activated and nurtured. Now with the ultimate 
arrogance of man (strength in numbers) gathered at the same place 
upon the earth in rebellion against Truth, it is the reality of Truth (Jesus) 
who will defeat them. 

The truth and reality of the Gospel will be brunt upon those coming 
under the judgment of Armageddon. The truth of God’s grace will have 
eluded the many, as they failed to accept the free gift of salvation by 
grace through faith; yet at the battle of Armageddon, the certainty of 
Gospel truth will become a severe harsh reality. Within a moment in 
time, all who had been presented with the Gospel will realize that is 
was true and correct all along; yet it will then be too late for the many. 
The simple fact remains, we can either acknowledge the Bible as true 
now and yet receive God’s mercy and grace, or acknowledge it later 
when falling under severe judgment. Although the decision rests with 
each of us, the Truth (Jesus) remains the same!1189 

Amazing facts in the surrounding events of the battle of Armageddon 
would have to be: the years of preparation by Satan, the immense 
strategies by the Antichrist and the False Prophet, the tremendous ar-
rogance and greed by the world rulers, the massive amounts of time 
spent in attempts to gain superiority. Taking into account all the time 
and effort emphasized by men and the forces of evil driving them forth, 
this with the final event of battle being total victory for the Lord in a 
short period of time as He has only to speak the victory (v. 21); would 
not man’s time have been better spent listening to the truth spoken by 
the servants of the Lord, and the convictions of the Holy Spirit unto 
salvation!  

1187 cf. exampled - Genesis 1:3-5, 6-8, 9-10, 11-12, 14-18, 20-22, 24-25, 26-30; 2:1.
1188 cf. 1:1, 2; 4:1.
1189 cf. Hebrews 13:7-19, specific v. 8.
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POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

It is by the example of this battle that we may see simple truths of re-
bellion against the Lord by individuals upon the earth today. Many 
choose to rebel openly, many are rebellious secretly, many rely upon 
their pride and arrogance to justify foolishness (speaking from past per-
sonal experience; although not pertaining to the Lord), many believe 
they can fool the Lord as they fool people, and many rely upon the 
human strengths of wit, masses and weaponry. The battle of 
Armageddon will be won by the shear truth (and might) of the Lord, 
whose strength can be witnessed (now) when we study His word 
(Gospel) and enter into fellowship with Him. Just as believers can be 
witness to the glory of the Lord now, as un-believers cannot possibly 
understand due their refusal to heed truth, so also will victory or defeat 
effectively come later from the Lord; with obedient devotional submis-
sion, or rebellious denial and rejection. 

It is absolutely true that the Word of God is living and active; •
yet this is only realized by those who have humbly and 
obediently submitted unto the Lord for implantation of the 
Gospel reality!1190 It can change lives and lead away from 
deception, or it can be that which judges unto death in sins. I 
am very distraught by the way many individuals (many supposed 
believers included) flee quickly from the truth that can make 
them free (by God’s grace); and even more so upset by the 
deceptions from pulpits which manipulate (adulterate) the 
Gospel and thereby deny the power thereof. It seems like the 
simplest of truths are offensive to folks these days, and the 
acceptance and teaching of the harsh ones like: love the Lord, 
walk the talk, put your focus back on Jesus, be sober and 
vigilant, and be separate from the world; are rarely sought nor 
taught. The greatest hindrance to the walk of average believers 
is that so much supposed spiritual leadership speaks from 
ignorance; for they have never actually learned the Gospel truth 
from the Lord; yet they make confident assertions and 
proclamations as authoritative, although not. 
Sometimes I become very confused as to why we are told how •
mean we (true Christians; those with the mind of Christ) are, 

1190 cf. James 1:19-22, specific v. 21.
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when we quote Scripture in response to everyday situations. 
Folks today seem to want personal opinion and entertainment; 
yet as our words are without strength, we prefer to speak from 
God’s wisdom frequently.1191 When believers speak the Gospel 
truth even in a mild tone of voice and with love, we are hated, 
slandered, falsely accused and rejected (even by other supposed 
believers).1192 I become confused on occasion when praying for 
folks, because they openly rebel against the faith they confess, 
and are deceived into believing that the Lord can be mocked 
and/or fooled.1193 I guess the part that hurts the most is the fact 
that all this deception, rebellion, practiced sin and love of the 
world, will come to a quick end just as the battle of Armageddon 
shall. When this occurs, the many will be surprised as they are 
defeated by the Truth they chose to reject, or find themselves 
without reward because they only sought to preserve their 
fleshly desires and existence.1194 Believers ought to be different 
regarding the things upon which we place our focus, for ours is 
- the kingdom of God!1195  

THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB: PREFATORY 

The time of the Rapture (being “caught up”) had for many years •
been a Scriptural subject of which I remained confused; for I 
could not say with any accuracy whether the Rapture would 
occur before, midpoint, or at the end of the Great Tribulation 
Period. After many conversations with my mentor about the 
subject, Paul rendered questions regarding the “Wedding Feast” 
which had to be researched (by both of us) in order to realize 
the truth. After much study of Scripture, as by cross referencing 
the different prophesies regarding the series of events 
concerning the gathering of believers to be with the Lord 
(Bride; Groom; Wedding Feast), that which follows is the result. 
Although I had believed that the Rapture would occur at the 
midpoint of the Tribulation Period, as by this we would be kept 

1191 cf. 1 Corinthians 1:21; 1 Peter 4:11; Titus 2:11-15.
1192 cf. John 15:18, 19.
1193 cf. Matthew 7:16-27; 2 Chronicles 36:15, 16; Galatians 6:7, 8.
1194 cf. Matthew 6:1-5, 10:34-39; Luke 16:1-13; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.
1195 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11, specific vs. 1-3.
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from the “hour of testing,” and God’s wrath; in this I had failed 
to realize the association of the end time events. Scriptural 
prophesies regarding the Rapture make absolute sense when 
placed into context with the blessed event to which we are to 
eagerly await—the Marriage Supper of the Lamb; for the 
Scriptures do not tell us to eagerly await the “Rapture” (Rapture 
mention—1 Thessalonians 4:16-18), but rather the Wedding 
Feast. That to which we are to eagerly await is the return of the 
Lord, for He will bring righteousness to the earth according to 
His good, acceptable and perfect will; our deliverance is a 
blessing according to the kind intention of God’s will. 

 
Even though portions of what is presented here have already been dis-
cussed in certain ways, I present this in a completed form as previously 
written. My Mentor (Paul M. Davis) had sparked my interest in gaining 
discernment regarding the time of the Rapture; for which this was the 
outcome of my investigation, which includes—the DAY OF THE 
LORD. Please understand that a lot of prayer unto the Lord was con-
tinually rendered during this investigation; as abundant “prayer” is 
always wise during any study of the Gospel, or any books pertaining to 
the Gospel (including Big If); for at times of the Lord’s choosing, when 
the “truth” is sought with disciplined diligence, the truth is revealed (if 
God permits by His involvement)! 

REITERATIONS; POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Although most Christian organizations state that the “Rapture” will 
occur prior to the beginning of the seven year tribulation period, this 
must be investigated to come to a realization of the truth. The distin-
guishable factor which allows us to better understand the time of the 
“Rapture,” is the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” The time in which 
the Lord will come to receive His bride (believers) unto Himself, is the 
Rapture; with the wedding feast shortly thereafter. Although it is not 
our responsibility to know the exact time of which our Lord will come 
to take us home, it is our responsibility to be prepared for His arrival; 
this we do with anticipation, remaining always prepared.1196 

 

1196 cf. Matthew 25:1-13; 1 John 2:28-3:3.
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Food for thought: If the “Rapture occurs prior to the tribulation •
period, as is believed by many due absence of revelation, then 
the wedding feast would be almost seven years after the Groom 
gathers His bride; for the wedding feast is within the time frame 
of the battle of Armageddon.  

 
Most have stated that the Rapture will occur prior to the seven year 
tribulation period, because the “church” is not emphasized after 
Revelation chapter three. With prelude for the tribulation period be-
ginning in chapter four, the assumption is made that the church is not 
mentioned, because the Rapture has occurred. This is to assume based 
upon what is not written in Scripture, rather than realization as by that 
which is revealed. Assumptions and conjecture are never warranted as 
a foundation for surety when studying the Scriptures; for that which is 
revealed is truth, whereas conjecture and assumption can lead to possible 
deceptions and forms of bondage within doctrine; although inadvertent. 
It should be mentioned at this point, that many Christian religion de-
nominations hold to specifics regarding the Gospel, while rejected the 
overall truth which is revealed though the investigation of several indi-
vidual portions; all of which when combined comprise the truth 
regarding the specific truth! Just as much conjecture comes forth derived 
from concepts and assumptions regarding prophetic specifics, when 
righteous (“handling accurately”; i.e. cut out straight) investigation is 
not fulfilled; so also the entirety of the Gospel cannot be righteously 
understood, when failing to handle the Gospel righteously according 
to Biblical standards!1197 Because the Gospel reality (combined truth) 
is the basis by which judgment will be rendered unto all human beings; 
the imperative to diligently and devotionally study the Scriptures ac-
curately is of the utmost importance! 

Another reason the Rapture is believed to be a separate event than 
the second coming of Christ, is the fact that believers will be raised 
(caught up—Rapture) to meet the Lord in the air; whereas at Christ’s 
second coming in glory, He will come to the earth. This must be inves-
tigated in accordance to Scripture reality, so as to ascertain the truth of 
both events as being in actuality one event (Day of the Lord) with sev-
eral parts; initiated by 7th (last) trumpet. All believers should look 

1197 cf. 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:17-21.
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forward to the righteous arrival of Christ Jesus; the significance of this 
being our continual focus upon Him, and obedient preparedness for 
the event!1198 This will be a blessed event, at which time we will go to 
meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall always be with the Lord.1199 
This will be the occasion when we (the bride of Christ) go to meet the 
Groom (our Lord), and thus the event to which we look forward is in 
fact—the wedding feast; for which our waiting should be one of pru-
dence (exercising sound judgment).1200  
 

Many expositors and scholars have stated the specifics within •
the book of Revelation pertaining to the “resurrection” of saints, 
as not being reference to the Rapture; for resurrections had 
occurred at other times in Scripture. Although it is true that 
resurrections from the dead had occurred, those resurrected 
prior to the Rapture continued to walk upon the earth, and were 
not therefore “caught up” (gathered) to be with the Lord; which 
is a specific regarding the Rapture.1201 “Rapture” is a theological 
term referring to believer’s being “caught up.” 

 
Nowhere in Scripture are we told to anticipate the Rapture; the context 
of being “caught up” (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:17) is one of being comforted 
within surety of the event (if we are God’s legitimate children), with 
the emphasis being upon our diligence to remain pure virgins (holy) in 
preparation of His arrival, which ushers in the fulfillment of God’s re-
vealed will to return righteousness to the earth.1202 Is this the attitude 
of most believers? Are endeavors in humility of submission to be pleas-
ing to the Lord the sustained preference of most believers?1203 

Although the “Rapture” and the second coming of Christ (advent) 
to fight the battle of Armageddon are two separate specifics, the events 
proceed from the sounding of the 7th “last” trumpet. This is easily un-
derstandable by the gathering of believers from areas in the air, for as 
we will be raised in different areas of the world, we will then be gathered 

1198 cf. 3:1-6; Galatians 3:27.
1199 cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, specific v. 17.
1200 cf. reiterated - Matthew 25:1-13.
1201 cf. John 11:43, 44; 12:1, 2, 10, 11; Matthew 27:51-53.
1202 cf. 1 Peter 1:13-16; 2:1-10; 2 Peter 3:10-13; Jude 1:17-23.
1203 cf. 22:20; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 11:1-15; Ephesians 5:1-17.
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to the central location of our Lord.1204 Please remember that the Lord 
was at a certain location (in the clouds) awaiting the instruction to 
“reap”; for the harvest was ripe (cf. 14:14-16; xayrainw—ripe to the 
point of wither). When Scripture is taken in context, without the con-
jecture and assumption of human reasoning, and that which is derived 
from what is not written; the truth becomes plainly evident. Although 
it does not cause enthusiasm within believers to go through the majority 
of the Great Tribulation Period, the fact remains that we are servants 
of the Lord, saved by grace for an eternity of wonderment and blessing. 
The lack of enthusiasm comes from “self,” for we fail to remember that 
our purpose is to be taken by the Lord beyond “self” for the sake of 
others; as we follow the Lord.1205 When we realize that we are in fact 
made alive in Christ for all eternity, the times of suffering we may face 
no longer compares with the blessings to come; therefore we serve with-
out the hindrance of “fear”; for in accordance to God’s love, we have 
been made aware of what must occur! Diligent disciplined focus upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the imperative to endure, persevere, and succeed 
during times of persecution, tribulation, and suffering!1206 

Although most believers do not want to hear words of reality such 
as tribulation, suffering and persecution, the fact remains that these are 
characteristics of our walk for the Lord! If all believers had been rap-
tured prior to the Tribulation Period, then whom would remain so as 
to evangelize for the Lord; when the non-believers of the Tribulation 
Period remain deceived, thereby directing their attitude of blame toward 
the Lord.1207 Although it is true that many seek to blame the servants 
of the Lord, as they seek “scapegoats” from responsibility to render 
decisive decisions; the fact remains that the Gospel truth must be pro-
claimed, and thus we will be forced to suffer according to the 
double-mindedness of the multitudes!1208 Although the second half of 
the Tribulation Period (Great Tribulation Period) will be a time of great 
suffering, the fact remains that the Lord is quite capable of protecting 
His legitimate servants and children to whatever degree He chooses; 
for this is an aspect of our being sealed by God and indwelled by the 

1204 cf. Matthew 24:29-31; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52.
1205 cf. Matthew 16:24, 25.
1206 cf. Hebrews 12:1-11, focus specific vs. 1-3, discipline specific vs. 4-11.
1207 cf. 9:20, 21; 16:9-11.
1208 cf. James 1:2-8; 4:1-10.
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Holy Spirit of promise.1209 This will be the case during the Tribulation 
Period, for we must remember that there will be many killed during 
the Tribulation Period, after the Antichrist has been revealed for the 
man of lawlessness he truly is. Please remember—to accept the mark 
of the beast is to receive no protection from the Lord during the time 
period of His wrath being poured out upon wicked humanity.1210 Please 
reference these Scriptures—Matthew 24:4-31; Mark 13:5-37; Luke 
21:5-36; please note from the Luke 21:27, 28 passages that we are to 
lift up our heads, for our redemption is near. 
 

Within this, it should be noted that “redemption” (release from •
debt as by payment of ransom) is for all eternity! 

 
As can be noted by the Matthew 24:31 passage, the Lord will gather 
his elect (believers) from areas in the “sky.” This illustrates that we will 
indeed be in the sky, as that is where we will go to meet the Lord. Shortly 
after, the battle of Armageddon will begin, and thus believers are the 
ones dressed in “fine linen,” who are with the Lord and His angels en-
tering into battle; yet this battle belongs to the Lord, and will thus be 
a short duration battle as by the power of His mighty spoken Word. 
Although the events of the Rapture and battle of Armageddon are sep-
arate events, there is only one “marriage supper of the Lamb,” therefore 
according to Scripture there is only one “second coming of the Lord.” 
His second coming will be: to gather the saints, fight the battle of 
Armageddon, and begin His reign over His chosen people (the Jews) 
for a millennium. Please consider these facts from the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period: Christ will return to gather His bride after 1260 
days; then the “bowl judgments; and at 1335 days begins Christ’s mil-
lennial reign, when He will gather the Jews back unto Himself, thereby 
fulfilling His prophesies concerning them.”1211 

DAY OF THE LORD 

Preliminary Note: There are several Scripture references which are 
repeated within this “basis of investigation,” which are repetitions also 

1209 cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:3-2:17; Matthew 24:22; Mark 13:20; 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; 
Ephesians 1:13, 14; 4:30.

1210 cf. 14:9-13; 16:1-21.
1211 cf. Daniel 7:4-28; 12:1-13; Ezekiel 20:32-44; Joel 2:28-3:21.
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from the base study on the Rapture / Wedding Feast. These repetitions 
are imperative to emphasize the correlations necessary for 
understanding. 

 
Jesus’ spoken ministry was for the Jews (cf. Matthew 15:24). 1.

 
The written word is for all believers in this dispensation of grace; 2.
for the inspired Word was rendered to adequately equip us for every 
good deed (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17); while never being open to debate 
nor distortion (cf. 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 1 Corinthians 2:14)! 

 
THE SIGN OF HIS COMING (v. 3); MATTHEW CHAPTER 24 3.

The informational instruction regarding the Tribulation Period •
is emphasized to be written (v. 15; let the reader understand) for 
our edification and understanding. Let us consider the heed of 
warning rendered by our Lord regarding the arrival of the 
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION (vs. 4-27). This we do 
so as to better understand the events which must occur; 
therefore if the church was Raptured prior to the start of the 
seven year Tribulation Period (70th week of years—cf. Daniel 
9:27), why would warnings regarding the Great Tribulation 
Period (second 3.5 years) be rendered in the one book (Bible) 
non-believers would not read! Also please consider, that the 
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION is revealed at the mid-
point of the tribulation; which also begins the time of the 
Antichrist’s persecutions (Satan’s wrath) being poured out upon 
the world; most specifically upon the nation of Israel (cf. 
Revelation 12:12-13:2). 
Let us consider the coming “Day of the Lord,” as this will •
include the most astounding arrival of the Lord; for initially He 
came as a humble servant, yet His final return will be in great 
glory (v. 30); initially “in the air!” Although several days within 
the inspired Word (Bible) are rightly mentioned as being a “day 
of the Lord” as He rendered specific judgments (examples: 
Isaiah 13:1-6; Ezekiel 13:1-9; 30:1-4), the final “Day of the 
Lord” will be witnessed by all humanity; as this will be when He 
comes to judge the sinful world, gather His elect (the true 
church), and reign in glory. The Day of the Lord will have 
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many specific characteristics; which must be considered, for 
within these specific characteristics we find necessary 
correlations to the Rapture! Although the “Day of the Lord” is 
considered by most to be an entirely separate event than the 
Rapture, as previously stated the great “Day of the Lord” is a 
progression of events which ushers in God’s kingdom as 
through several aspects or parts—bowl judgments, the Rapture, 
time of accountability, the battle of Armageddon, the Millennial 
reign of the Lord, the White Throne Judgment, and the 
creation of the New Heavens and New Earth. Within this; in 
context; we understand how a “day” with the Lord is as a 
thousand years.1212 

Upon the coming of the “Day of the Lord,” the sun, moon, ◦
and stars will be smitten (cf. Matthew 24:29; Isaiah 13:9-13; 
Joel 2:31; 3:15). 
There will be quite the commotion as the voice of the ◦
archangel (probably Michael; for he is the only archangel 
mentioned in Scripture—Jude 1:9) will be heard, as well as 
the sounding of the trumpet of God (last trumpet of the 
seven trumpet judgments—cf. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 11:15-19). 

 
If it is true that the church was raptured prior to the Tribulation 4.
Period, then why is the Book of Revelation so vivid in detail, until 
the point of quick mention regarding: the resurrection of tribulation 
saints (cf. Revelation 20:4-6); Satan’s being bound and released (cf. 
Revelation 20:1-3, 7); sinful humanity’s final rebellion (cf. Revelation 
20:7-9); the lake which burns with fire and brimstone (cf. Revelation 
20:10-15); the righteous and divine elimination of sin and our entry 
into eternity (cf. Revelation 21:1-22:5)? With the book of Revelation 
ending with words of comfort and warning within vs. 22:6-21, the 
immensity of our eternity with the Lord is not realized through 
revelation, but rather by personal blessing. So much mentioned 
about the most troubling time ever to come upon the earth, and this 
after reference to the seven churches of Revelation chapters two and 
three; all this rendered in specific detail (although we are uncertain 

1212 cf. 2 Peter 3:1-18.
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as to what John saw exactly), yet the point is this, why such detail if 
not to warn God’s legitimate children (true church) of that which 
must occur (emphasis: cf. Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 
22:16)! Although some scholars have stated that the warning of what 
“must occur” is for the Jews and non-believers; the fact remains that 
non-believers, and Orthodox Jews yet seeking adherence to the Law, 
do not read the Bible! 

Please consider—with Satan’s wrath being poured out directly •
against the nation of Israel in attempts to eradicate the Jews 
from the face of the earth, much of prophesy is directed toward 
the Jews; for they have been and always shall be God’s chosen 
people.  
Please also consider—it would be complete arrogance on our •
part to believe God’s chosen people would be forced to endure 
such hardships as will be present during the Great Tribulation 
Period, while we (body of believers / church) sit on the side 
lines. We have deceptions to avoid, and duties to perform even 
unto death if need be (cf. Matthew 24:4-28; Mark 13:4-23; 
Revelation 14:9-13); yet He will arrive to take us home, exactly 
at a time of the Father’s choosing (cf. 14:14-16; Matthew 24:27-
33; Mark 13:24-37)! Ours is to remain focused and alert; for 
from the time the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION is 
revealed, we can count the days (1,260); yet not the hour, 
although the heavens will reveal that the time is near. 

 
Let us consider the intricate details leading up to and including the 5.
Rapture of the saints; with close inspection as to the revealed 
characteristics. 

Although Satan has been before God’s throne for generations •
accusing the saints, he will be thrown down to the earth along 
with all his demons. Satan will then be here upon the earth 
leading the turmoil of the Great Tribulation Period through the 
Antichrist, the false prophet, and human beings not blessed of 
the Lord (cf. Revelation 12:7-13:18). If we think the world is 
terrible with evil and wickedness now; imagine what it will be 
like during this 3.5 years, when evil is no longer restrained! 
The faith of weak believers will grow cold, which is not difficult •
from a “lukewarm” state; leading them to fall prey to the 
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deception of signs and wonders performed by the Antichrist and 
false prophet, as by the power of Satan (cf. Matthew 24:24, 25; 
Mark 13:21-23; Revelation 13:12-15; 16:13, 14). Please 
consider—the world is being prepared for this to occur, as by 
the rise of supposed prophets, prophetesses, false signs (semeiois) 
and wonders (terasin) by false supposed spiritual leaders; 
although Scripture pertaining to the actual reinstitution of these 
things is in regard to the Millennial kingdom, which occurs 
after the battle of Armageddon (cf. Joel 2:28-32; Zechariah 
13:1-14:21; Romans 11:25-27). True signs (saymaion) and 
wonders (teras) were and will again be for the benefit of the 
Jews; so they may again turn to the Lord (examples—cf. 
Revelation 11:3-6; John 4:48-53; Hebrews 2:1-4). 
Those who are not actually legitimate children of God will •
accept the “mark of the beast,” and be subjected to terrible 
suffering (bowl judgments—cf. Revelation 16:1-21), and the full 
wrath of God (cf. Revelation 14:9-11). It would certainly be 
better to suffer even to the point of death, then to be subject to 
absolute torment (cf. Revelation 2:16; 14:12, 13; 20:11-15; 1 
Thessalonians 1:9, 10). 
The bowl judgments (cf. Revelation 16:1-21; cf. correlation—•
trumpet judgments cf. Revelation 8:7-9:21; 11:15-19); close 
correlations:  

Second bowl and trumpet judgments—seas smitten (vs. ◦
16:3; 8:8, 9). 
Third bowl and trumpet judgments—waters smitten (vs. ◦
16:4-7; 8:10, 11). 
Sixth bowl and trumpet judgments—effects from and upon ◦
the Euphrates River (vs. 16:12-16; 9:13-21). 
Seventh bowl and trumpet judgments—the Lord’s coming ◦
in glory begins (vs. 16:17; 11:15-19). For all who have 
hoped for peace on earth throughout the generations; this is 
the threshold of actuality! 

 
Important Note: The abounding work of Satan to deceive the whole 
world, so as to stay multitudes from knowledge of the truth which leads 
to salvation, is quite evident in the world; for multitudes say one thing 
and do another! Multitudes upon planet earth absolutely fail to realize 
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that saying one thing and doing another is a lie; therefore a deceptive 
work foundational to Satan’s guile, who is the father of lies!1213 
Multitudes utilize delusive behavior (deceptions) frequently in order to 
coerce and/or entice situations for selfish reasons, or evade personal: 
culpability, accountability, duties, and responsibilities. There is never 
an appropriate time to serve the devil by deceiving in any way! The em-
phasized point of this is simple, anyone who is willing to deceive (in 
any way, shape, or form) is void of fellowship with God, which causes 
evasion of the primary factor (fellowship with God) necessary in order 
to stay aloof (be made free) of Satan’s schemes! The fact that multitudes 
commit this form of sin habitually without conviction of wrongdoing 
from the Lord, evidences the reality of how multitudes are held captive 
by Satan to do his will; which is that individuals both deceive and remain 
deceived! Those who remain aloof fellowship with God because they 
refuse to remain in the light of absolute truth, remain receptive for 
more abounding deceptions; the epitome of which is acceptance of the 
“mark of the beast,” which holds eternal consequences! As legitimate 
children of God we must accept and walk in the light of absolute truth 
at all times; lest we remain within bondage to the ruler of the world 
(Satan)!1214 The importance of this matter can never be over stated or 
emphasized; for the utilization of guile or outright deception is in ab-
solute opposition to the reality of truth, and therefore in opposition to 
the reality of God; which is sinfulness toward God in and of itself! 

SECRET RAPTURE: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:51, 52? 

Although He will come suddenly like a thief in the night; and •
the perishable must put on the imperishable in the twinkling 
of an eye; we cannot deny the signs of His coming as being 
nonexistent or occurring simultaneously nor instantly. Such 
words as “first,” “last,” and “then,” must be considered; for 
these words indicate progressive aspects of the same event, or 
a specific series of events within the intricate revealed will of 
God! 

 

1213 cf. John 8:39-46.
1214 cf. 1 :John 1:5-10. 
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The sign of His coming; the sun, moon, and stars smitten a.
(cf. Joel 3:15; Mark 13:24, 25; Matthew 24:29, 30). 
The voice of the archangel (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:16).  b.
The trumpet of God (cf. Matthew 24:31; 1 Thessalonians c.
4:16). 
The Lord coming in the clouds; gathering believers unto d.
Himself (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; Revelation 17:14; 
19:11-14). 
We who are alive receive our incorruptible bodies and are e.
gathered by angels to Jesus` location; where we will join our 
deceased believing loved ones who have gone before us (who 
rise first); combined with angels, becoming the army of the 
Lord (cf. Matthew 24:31; Mark 13:27; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; Revelation 17:14; 19:11-16); 
with initial beginnings at the 7th (last) trumpet (cf. 
Revelation 11:15)! 
The marriage supper (wedding feast) (cf. Matthew 25:1-13; f.
Revelation 19:1-10). 
The gathering of the birds for a great feast at the slaughter g.
of the un-righteous (cf. Revelation 19:17, 18, 21). 
The battle of Armageddon (Har-Magedon—cf. Revelation h.
16:16) (cf. Joel 3:2—valley of Jehoshaphat: Yahweh judges—
cf. Joel 3:9-17; Revelation 14:14-20; 19:11-21). 
For believers -? (1 Thessalonians 4:17) i.
For the Jews—the millennial reign (cf. Zechariah 14:1-21; j.
Revelation 20:1-6); then inheritance of the earth (cf. 
Zechariah 8:12-15; Matthew 5:5; Israelite specific—
Matthew 15:24)! 

Chapter 20 
Satan throughout Biblically revealed history has been able to act 
within the guidelines of God’s granted authority. By the just mercies 
of God, all human beings have been given the choice as to the master 
they will serve, and Satan has been allowed to do his part in influencing 
wicked desires within people’s decisions.1215 With the conclusion of 

1215 cf. cf. Matthew 12:30; Romans 12:9; Jeremiah 17:10; 1 Peter 5:8, 9; James 4:7, 8.
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the battle of Armageddon and the defeat of Satan’s planned and gath-
ered human armies, will come the incarceration of this evil war 
criminal (Satan). It is at this point that Satan will be chained and bound 
in the abyss (tartaroo; tartaros). Satan will be bound by an angel whom 
comes with the authority of God, and held captive for one thousand 
years (vs. 1-3). Satan has been deceiving the whole world (except those 
in the light of God) for thousands of years.1216 During his time of im-
prisonment, he will be kept from his deceptive actions and will thus 
be tormented as he is not permitted to use his favorite weapon (deceit) 
against the inhabitants of the world. It should also be remembered, 
the deepest part of Sheol / Hades (abyss; tartaroo) where Satan will 
be imprisoned, it the place where demons do not want to go; for it is 
a place of great torment, therefore Satan’s incarceration will be one 
of great anguish!1217 

This time of Satan’s imprisonment will be wonderful, as he is easily 
cast into the abyss. Satan’s angels (demons) will witness the weakness 
of their leader, and be forced to realize the awesome righteous power 
of the Lord, as but one of God’s angels (under God’s full authority) was 
more than sufficient to subdue and bind Satan. It is sure that many will 
learn a lesson from this quick effective judgment by the Lord, yet Satan 
will not be one of them. He will eagerly await his release for furtherance 
of his arrogant acts of evil (v. 3). 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

With Jesus our Lord now reigning over everyone on the earth, all per-
sons will be able to discern truth without the hindrance of deception 
from Satan; for he has been bound.1218 Our attention is brought to the 
martyred saints and thrones which will be occupied (v. 4). There are 
several different theories as to who will sit upon the thrones, and a 
close look at v. 4 will not specify exactly, yet will eliminate some pos-
sibilities. Theories can be derived from Scripture as to the identity of 
those upon the thrones (yet their identity is not known for certain), 
they may be: 
 

1216 cf. 12:9; John 8:12.
1217 cf. Luke 8:31.
1218 cf. Hebrews 8:10-13; Zechariah 14:1-21.
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The twelve Apostles (cf. Luke 22:28-30), as they will judge the •
twelve tribes of Israel. 

It should be noted: the Jews were promised the millennial ◦
kingdom according to covenant promise. Although we know 
there will be Gentiles upon the earth during the 
millennium, the emphasis of Scripture is pertaining to Jews; 
for the promise was given to them alone. 

Because we know there will only be two resurrections; the 1st •
for those devoted to God, the second for un-believers facing 
judgment (White Throne); we know with certainty the 
individuals of mention in these verses were resurrected at the 
time of the Rapture, when the dead were raised first. If this were 
not so, then a third resurrection would be necessary; which is 
not revealed in Scripture (vs. 4-6).  
So what is the major emphasis of this resurrection; for this •
would seem to be a third resurrection from the dead, although 
stated as belonging to the first (v. 5)? The answer is 
discernibly simple: 

The Gentile saints are somewhere in the heavens with the ◦
Lord; for as we are raised into the air, thus we shall always 
be with the Lord!1219 
The Jews will initially be blessed within an earthly reign ◦
with the Lord, in accordance to prophesy fulfillment during 
the millennial period; which includes those of devotion 
from times of antiquity.1220 
Prophesy will be fulfilled in accordance to the hesed ◦
(covenantal loyal) love of the Lord for and with His chosen 
people the Jews; therefore this resurrection is pertaining to 
Jews alone, when they will be resurrected in physical form 
for their millennial reign existence! Just as Jesus will be in 
physical form during His reign upon the earth, so also will 
the risen Jews; for they will reign with Him according to 
promise! It would be foolish to attempt a mixture of both 
physical and spiritual existences for the millennial time 
period, for Scriptural emphases does not allow for such a 

1219 cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
1220 cf. Daniel 12:13.
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mixture.1221 Specifics of what will happen after the coming 
of the New Heavens and New Earth at the end of the 
millennial reign is not known for certain, nor is that 
specific pertinent to this aspect regarding the millennial 
time period. 

 
During this thousand-year period, Jesus will reign over the entire world 
and will be the center of worship and praise for most, yet there will be 
millions born during the one thousand years, who will be deceiving 
themselves and others; as they seem to appreciate and worship the Lord, 
whereas in reality they do not. During the one thousand year reign of 
Christ on the earth, each and every person on the earth will know of 
Jesus.1222 Unlike the period in which we live now, where many have yet 
to hear the good news of the Gospel, and a relationship with Jesus is one 
which involves faith; everyone during the millennial reign will know of 
Jesus, although the knowledge of some unfortunately will be calloused 
of their own accord, leading to their never actually trusting Him. Satan 
is bound and thus cannot be blamed for any deception or delusive and/or 
double-minded decision by individuals, prior to his release. It is these 
born on the earth during the thousand-year period not trusting in Christ, 
which will rebel under the guidance of Satan upon his release (vs. 7-9). 

Many current roots of evil will not be present upon the earth during 
the millennial period. When combined with the fact that our Lord will 
be here upon the earth and therefore not solely known through the 
means of faith, the ability of those born during this period of time to 
accept Christ as Lord, will be easier than all the years prior in the earth’s 
history. Because Satan is captive and unable to tempt during this period, 
the many who will rebel against Christ, at Satan’s release for a short 
time, will do so based upon the root of sin born to them (from Adam’s 
initial sin—cf. Romans 5:17-19), and by their own decision. 

Upon Satan’s release from the abyss (pit), he will waste no time in 
gathering all rebellious individuals dwelling on the earth together, as 
he attempts to produce a worldwide rebellion against the reign of Christ. 
All upon the earth who have not trusted in Christ by devotional faith, 
as eternal salvation is a faith-based matter, will openly rebel against 

1221 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:46-50.
1222 cf. Jeremiah 31:31-36.
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Him, because Satan will deceive them into believing some lie as to how 
he (Satan) will give them what they want or need, for Satan has a lie for 
every occasion. The elect will be gathered together with the Lord at 
the beloved city of Jerusalem, where the glory of God will be evinced 
as He sends fire from heaven to devour the unbelieving adversaries who 
had been led to this judgment by the deceptions of Satan. 

It will be a very peculiar situation, as for one thousand years peace 
has been prevalent upon the earth. Now with Satan’s release, those hav-
ing failed to trust in Jesus will be led by deceptive anger and arrogant 
pride to harm those to whom they had just previously lived. This sense 
of anger derived from the deceptions of Satan, will be played out to the 
hilt in this circumstance; as Satan is allowed his one last act of total re-
bellion in attempting the impossible.  

Satan throughout history has always wanted to be worshipped as 
God. Whatever lies he will use to gain favor with the lost dwelling on 
the earth, it is evident that his lies will be in an attempt to be worshipped 
and therefore must be aimed directly toward Jesus. If the reality of his 
(Satan) capture and imprisonment (by a single angel) was not enough, 
Satan will have yet not learned that his power is infinitesimal compared 
to his Creator. The realism of the situation will come suddenly as his 
(Satan’s) troops are burned up quickly by fire from heaven, and he is 
grabbed easily and thrown into the lake that burns with fire and brim-
stone. Here Satan will join his Antichrist and False Prophet, who have 
been tormented thus far for one thousand years; with the torment to 
continue for all eternity (v. 10). 
 

This fact (v. 10) lays positive evidence that eternal torment in •
the lake of fire and brimstone (hell) is a reality. Although many 
prefer to believe that existence will cease upon being cast into 
the lake of fire (annihilation), this makes evident their beliefs to 
be deluded; for the Antichrist and False Prophet will at that 
point have been there (hell) for one thousand years, and yet 
their torment continues (forever and ever). 

 
Important Note: During the millennial reign of Jesus upon the earth, 
there will be only one yearly celebration—“the Feast of Booths.” The 
Feast of Booths was a remembrance celebration to commemorate the 
time of the Israelite’s Exodus from Egypt, and the journey to the 
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Promised Land. As the Israelites lived in “booths” which could be con-
structed and torn down effectively, so as to stop where the Lord stopped 
them, and continue forth when the Lord moved them further toward 
the Promised Land; the point of the celebration was to remember how 
they (Israelites) had to obey and trust God during the long journey, 
which because of disobedience lasted forty years; although the journey 
when unhindered only takes forty days (walking)! All who live upon the 
earth during the time of the millennial reign of Jesus, must celebrate 
the Feast of Booths each year; for refusal to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths, would disallow rain to fall upon the area within which they live, 
as a punishment against them by the Lord.1223 The yearly celebration 
of the Feast of Booths is completely righteous and appropriate during 
the millennial reign of Christ; for the reason that as the Israelites had 
to trust and follow the Lord (the means of their salvation) during their 
long journey to the Promised Land, so also all who dwell upon the earth 
during the millennial reign of Christ Jesus would realize that Jesus 
should be trusted and obeyed (true Way to eternal salvation)! In ad-
dition, this will specifically reiterate unto all who live upon the earth 
that the God of Israel is in fact the one true God, who must be trusted 
and obeyed if salvation is to be forthcoming! 

 
A Contrast of the Great White Throne with the First Throne 1.
in Revelation: The first throne in Revelation was a throne of mercy 
and grace (Bema Seat). The rainbow that surrounded the throne 
(cf. v. 4:3) demonstrated the mercy of the Lord and illustrated a 
reminder of His grace and covenant with His living creatures.1224 
The emphasis of mercy surrounding the throne of chapter four is 
illustrated by the rainbow emerald in appearance. The color of 
sardine is red, an indication of God’s wrath and judgment; the 
emerald is green, a color associated with grace and mercy; therefore 
although judgment is rendered, mercy and grace are very much 
associated.  

In addition to the rainbow at the throne of Revelation 4, was the 
indication of the Lamb who was worthy to open the seven seals. The 
emphasis upon the Lamb being as if slain, demonstrates the sacrifice 

1223 cf. Zechariah 14:16-19.
1224 cf. exampled - Genesis 9:13, 16.
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of Christ to redeem the world, and the horns and eyes demonstrate 
His power and omnipresence.1225 The greatest emphasis made in the 
description of the throne in Revelation 4 and 5, is upon grace and 
mercy (Bema), whereas the Great White Throne is solely for 
judgment (vs. 11-15). The Great White Throne has no rainbow 
illustrating mercy around it, as grace was upon those who chose 
Christ. Those who come before the White Throne of judgment are 
the lost who chose to rebel and reject salvation, and thus all who 
come before this Great White Throne come into judgment and 
sentencing for the crime of rejecting the Savior and thus the grace 
of God. The judgment of the lost will include all the sins they had 
committed, for their sins were not cleansed by the Lamb’s blood; 
because they had denied Him. Because there is no redemption or 
substitution for sin at the Great White Throne judgment, the perfect 
sacrificial Lamb who died for the sins of the world is not emphasized, 
but rather the holy and righteous Lord who will judge each as they 
deserve, according to their works of sin and rebellion. 

 
Judgment upon Sin: The basis of the Lord’s absolute authority and 2.
holiness is present at the Great White Throne; this point made 
plainly evident by the statement of the heavens and earth fleeing; 
for the sin within them renders no place in the presence of God’s 
absolute holiness (v. 11). With this statement, we witness the dead 
(both great and small) being raised and brought before the throne, 
where they are judged according to their deeds of sin and rebellion 
against Christ. With the generations of excuses as to human failures 
and inappropriate behavior, all such escapism is futile; for the 
immense light of God’s righteous judgment will illumine all such 
hidden behavior and motives of darkness!1226 

At the Great White Throne judgment, there will be several books 
opened. The set of many books will contain the acts of works and 
deeds whether good or bad; this factor is assumed—because the lost 
will be judged according to all they had done (vs. 12, 13). The 
singular book is the Book of Life to which their name was not 
written from the foundation of the world.1227  

1225 cf. 5:2-6.
1226 cf. Luke 12:2-5.
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I personally believe the Lord will allow the lost to witness the •
absence of their names from the Book of Life, for the absence of 
their names as well as their salvation was by their own personal 
choice; for the Book of Life will be opened for a reason. With 
the absence of their names from the Book of Life and their 
sinful deeds documented within the first set of books, they will 
be shown the reason for their sentence unto hell, in a way of 
truth that cannot be disputed. The fact of God’s knowledge 
(absolute) and choosing from the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians and Hebrews passages), directly proves God’s 
knowledge of all things; for He knew each of us and the reality 
of our existence, even before He made the earth habitable! 

 
All the dead throughout history, who have not trusted God for salvation, 
will be raised to stand before this Great White Throne. Those whose 
bodies lie in the seas, oceans, graves and in Sheol (a place of torment) 
will all be raised to stand before the throne of judgment, and justly 
judged for the deeds they had done in life (v. 13); for they denied and 
rejected the beauty and wonderment of eternal salvation which the Lord 
would have freely rendered (in accordance to His grace), had they only 
trusted and obeyed Him! It may be noted by the indication of bodies 
being raised from the sea, that the bodies will be regenerated from wha-
tever state of disintegration they may have reached over the years, so 
as to stand before the Lord in this judgment.1228 

After all who have rejected the salvation of the Lord have stood be-
fore the Great White Throne of judgment, the physical states of death 
and Hades will be thrown into the lake which burns with fire and brim-
stone (sulfur). This will be the end to the two states of death and Hades, 
as none will ever die nor be sent to Hades again; for with the total 
cleansing of the heavens and earth from sin, the underlying reason (sin) 
for death and punishment will also have been eliminated (vs. 14, 15). 
With this casting of death and Hades into the lake which burns with 
fire and brimstone, will come the final victory to which Jesus spoke 
when He conquered death once for all; for truly the war was won long 
ago (“It is finished”—John 19:30)!1229 

1227 cf. Ephesians 1:3-6; Hebrews 4:1-3.
1228 cf. Matthew 25:31-46; John 12:48; Acts 10:42; 17:30, 31; 2 Timothy 4:1, 2.
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All the denial and excuses which the lost have used during their 
lives upon the earth will come to naught, on the day they stand at the 
Great White Throne. They will recall the saints who attempted to lead 
them in truth, they will recall the way they rebelled, they will recall 
every aspect of the chances given them by the Lord; evidencing how 
they chose to remain in sin, while having explained their rebellion with 
excuses. On this day there will be no escaping the just sentence which 
will be rendered! 

The entire reason that any and all will stand before the Lord at the 
Great White Throne is because of their filth from sin; having denied 
the justification, regeneration and reconciliation which He sought to 
give them by grace.1230 The saints are only saved by the cleansing blood 
of the Lamb (A.D.); while yet still; every person throughout history has 
been saved by trusting in God for their salvation (B.C.).1231 With the 
completion of the Great White Throne judgment, all lost sinners (also 
Satan and his demons, Antichrist and False Prophet) are in the lake 
burning with fire and brimstone. Because those dead in sins are now 
judged, and soon come the new heavens and earth, there will never be 
another judgment seat of any kind for human beings, as all will be con-
firmed in righteousness, or condemned to torment after this point. 
 

Many have asked how a loving God could condemn people to •
hell. All who are cast into the lake of fire and brimstone (hell), 
were condemned by their own choosing; for God has sought 
that all should come to knowledge of truth, hopefully trusting in 
Him for their salvation (cf. 2 Peter 2:4-16; 3:7-9; 2 Timothy 
2:24-26). His lovingkindness and grace have been available to 
all, yet many have chosen not to accept His free unmerited 
favor (GRACE) unto eternal life.  
Please consider—hell was prepared for Satan and demons •
(rebellious and disobedient angels).1232 Human beings were 
never intended for the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone; yet chose within themselves to go there, by 
rejection of the greatest gift ever given—salvation by grace 

1229 cf. Hebrews 2:14, 15.
1230 cf. Isaiah 43:12, 13; Ephesians 2:4-10.
1231 cf. Titus 3:3-8; Isaiah 45:21-24.
1232 cf. Matthew 25:41.
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(the un-merited favor of God) through faith. The cost of this 
mistake is eternal! 

Chapter 21 
There are two divisions in chapter twenty-one; which are: 
 

The New Jerusalem 21:2-8. 1.
 A detailed examination of the New Jerusalem 21:9-27. 2.

 
The beginning of this discussion, must be with the fact that all things 
previous (heavens and earth) will pass away. Because of the sin which 
had infiltrated the world and the heavens due to the extreme evil of de-
monic influence and wickedness of man, the resulting unrighteousness 
must first be totally eradicated, or a renewed nature of righteous and 
good construction would be subject to the existing elements. It is for 
this reason that the very elements themselves will be totally purified 
(intense heat which purifies—v. 12), and a completely new foundation 
of pure elements will be brought into existence by the Lord, in a state 
of absolute righteousness.1233 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

It may be noted, that the new earth which is created will be quite dif-
ferent from the one which exists now. It may also be noted that reference 
to the heavens which pass away and are created anew, are the heavens 
associated with the earth and the sin territory of Satan’s realm. Nowhere 
in Scripture has any indication been given that the entire universe will 
be destroyed and rebuilt, and by this we may consider that Satan was 
restricted in his territorial boundaries to a specific reach of the heavens, 
and it is this territory which will pass away and be renewed as sin was 
restricted to Satan’s (and mankind’s) areas of sinful wandering. 

Now with the passing of the old, comes the new as designed by 
God and witnessed by John (I saw—vs. 1, 2). The first division of chap-
ter twenty-one begins with a description of a new holy city which 
comes down directly from God. By the emphasis of the city being di-
rectly from God, we can only imagine the divine design and nature 
of the new city, maintaining the fact that God is uniquely holy and 

1233 cf. 2 Peter 3:7, 10-13.
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glorious (v. 11).1234 The city coming down is described as a bride made 
ready (adorned) for her husband, therefore we can only imagine the 
beauty—because brides are always so very beautiful (v. 2). 

With the coming of the new holy city of Jerusalem, we are made 
witness to the praise coming forth to God. He will dwell within the 
new city with His children, and in this new city no signs foundational 
to sin will ever be present (i.e. crying, mourning, death, etc.) (vs. 4, 5). 
With the new city upon the earth, a proclamation is made by the Lord 
as to the complete fulfillment of all that He has said would occur, hence 
He states the blessing of living water (water of life) upon all who ask 
for it (v. 6). With this proclamation by God comes words of warning 
and fulfillment, as those who overcome (have overcome) will inherit 
this new city with God dwelling with them, yet those who chose the 
sins and foolishness of the world, or were cowardice to have examined 
themselves or to stand up for the Lord and His Gospel, will reap eternal 
destruction and pain (vs. 7, 8).  
 

This warning is rendered for the sake of all throughout the •
ages, for the choice of eternal dwelling lies within each of 
humankind. 

 
The second division comes in vs. 9-27, where the new city is described. 
It may be noted that the city is described in two separate fashions in 
these verses; it is described as a city, and as a bride. The first description 
in this division is of the city as the “bride,” the wife of the Lamb (v. 9). 
One of the seven angels who held the last bowl judgments (judgments 
foundational to God’s wrath) is showing John the new city coming down 
from heaven. The city is aglow with the glory of God; has a very high 
wall surrounding it, and twelve gates named after the twelve tribes of 
Israel. The city’s gates are three per side (four sided = north, south, east, 
west), and the twelve foundation stones are named after the twelve apos-
tles (vs. 13, 14). 

The description of the city in the second division continues as the 
city is measured and described as precious, with beautiful stones and 
material of which is constructed our dwelling (v. 15). The city will be 
aglow with the light of the Lord and for this reason no night shall ever 

1234 cf. 4:8; Isaiah 6:3.
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again be known, nor shall there be a temple for worship; as the glory of 
the Lord will be present throughout the entire structure, for He will 
dwell with His children (us) (vs. 22-26). The ending description within 
the second division comes to completion with the presence of the Lord’s 
glory, and the total lack of any sin or any abomination within the city’s 
walls (v. 27).  
 

The basic differences in the divisions, comes as the city is •
adorned in its created beauty (thus seen as His bride), in such 
splendor described in the only way John knew how. By the 
descriptions given by John regarding the city being as precious 
stones and pure gold as clear as glass (v. 18), we can only 
imagine the splendor John is attempting to describe in the 
detailed examination and description in the second division; in 
attempts to describe the bride in the first division. 
The important fact of v. 27 must be understood. Because we •
know that all sin will be eradicated from existence prior to the 
coming of the New Jerusalem, we must understand the 
emphasis of this verse to indicate that trusting in God has 
always been the solely appropriate and acceptable way to have 
one’s name written in the book of life. This verse makes evident 
that any form or belief involving salvation by works is futile and 
deceptive; leading only to condemnation and destruction! The 
works of man are yet apportioned within the “sin” of man; 
therefore nothing derived from human nature endeavors can 
bring forth salvation!  

 
The Absence of Seas (v. 1) 1.

Scripture in not specific regarding why there will be no more seas upon 
the earth. It can be reasoned that an entire new basis of structuring 
will be upon the earth and therefore the old way of things are no longer 
necessary. If we consider this reasoning, every way of life we presently 
understand will be no more, therefore the way for the watering of vege-
tation will be entirely different than anything we have ever known. To 
consider the eco-system ramification of no sea upon the earth, would 
be to attempt theories into areas unknown to human intellect, and 
would therefore be time foolishly wasted. For this reason, speculations 
of the aspects of comparison and illustration within Scripture regarding 
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“seas” would be our only option; if the specific is other than actual ab-
sence of seas. 
 

Considering a primary means of investigation in man’s seeking •
life on other planets has always been based in the presence or 
absence of water, a world without seas yet booming with life 
would be far beyond the potential of human science and 
intellect! 
It should also be considered that with absence of the huge water •
masses which now upon the earth take up two thirds of the sur-
face of the planet; multitudes may exist comfortably upon the 
planet, with no potential whatsoever for crowding of any type. 

 
The seas in Scripture many times were descriptive of evil nations and 
the separation derived from sin. When considering these descriptive 
uses of the “seas” within Scripture as being illustrations of evil and sin, 
and then considering the fact that absolutely no sin will be present within 
the new creation of the Lord, the absence of any seas may be due to the 
absolute absence of sin and anything even vaguely associated with it. In 
this context, accepting the statement of the absence of the seas comes 
easily—as the old will pass away and the new will come. In the aspect of 
no more sea because of its relational association with sin, we can witness 
(although not fully understanding) the precise intricate creativity of our 
Lord, as He creates the earth and heavens truly void of anything bad, 
evil and harsh (which includes all that may ensue a thought of the same).  
 

With all aspects of sin being destroyed by the Lord, there will •
no longer be any weeds or assorted creatures of pestilence 
throughout the world. Because the aforementioned were 
brought forth because of the sin of man, they will no longer be 
present, as all aspects of sin will be removed. Imagine the beauty 
of lush fields without any weeds. Truly the earth will be the 
paradise initially intended by the Lord (cf. Genesis 3:17-19, 24). 

 
New Jerusalem - Comparison of Beauty 2.

Unlike many brides today who have practiced fornication and improper 
premarital activities leading to impurity (harlotry), the bride to which 
the New Jerusalem is compared, is a bride by Biblical standards of purity 
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and righteousness (virginity). A bride is to be (by Biblical standards) un-
defiled, fresh and radiant. Just as the bride groom is not to see the bride 
the day of the wedding until the ceremony, the same principal holds 
true here as the philosophy of abounding excitement and surprise re-
mains the same; for the beauty will be witnessed upon its being revealed. 
Although the bride groom has seen his bride prior to her being dressed 
in her wedding attire and may feel he has seen her at her greatest beauty, 
the truth remains that a bride is beautiful beyond imagination, even to 
the one to whom she is betrothed.  

Just as this truth of any bride’s beauty holds true beyond any con-
ceivable notion, so also will the city of the New Jerusalem stand in 
radiant beauty beyond our ability to currently understand. The angel 
proclaiming the city to be a “bride” is to explicitly demonstrate its 
beauty, purity and radiance, in a way that will cause anticipation and 
excitement to witness its coming; for the city will be totally prepared 
for habitation—in righteousness (thus a pure outfitted virgin bride).1235 

It shall be heaven on earth; literally! There will no longer be any 
signs of the previous curse brought on the human race by the sinful fall 
of Adam. Just as Adam brought sin into the world by intentional dis-
obedience, the Lord Jesus Christ will take it out with the passing of the 
old and the coming of the righteous new (vs. 1, 2).1236 Just as pain, suf-
fering, mourning, death, weeping and sorrow entered the world because 
of sin, all these aspects of sin will vanish via the Lord’s righteousness. 
In an illustration of this total change of events, the angel who brought 
a bowl of wrathful judgment is now the same angel who brings the 
vision of the new bride full of splendor; absent of all forms of malice 
and wretchedness (vs. 9, 10). 

Even though many have said that we will be living in heaven some-
where outside our universe, the fact of the matter is that we will dwell 
with the Lord within the place of His construction, and yet also into 
the far reaches of heaven; although the actual extent of our existence 
with Him is not revealed in Scripture. The kingdom of God is a literal 
kingdom built by the Lord Himself; the potential of which we have 
no certainty. This kingdom although on the earth, will be fabulous with 
His presence being all the illumination needed. Our worship and 

1235 cf. John 14:1-4.
1236 cf. Romans 5:12-21.
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absolute reverence unto Him will be the center of our existence; gain-
ing potential of which is our duty as His legitimate children now while 
in the corporeal body. It does not get better than this; for from within 
the very core of our substance (whatever substance that may be), our 
complete emphasis will be all about Him! 
 

As the inevitability has always been that God be all in all; it has •
always been our responsibility to humbly submit unto the Lord 
for this reality to begin while yet now in our corporeal bodies 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:27, 28)! It is for this reason that the great 
commandment was always that we love the Lord with all of our: 
heart, soul, mind, and strength (cf. Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 
Matthew 22:36-40)! This could never occur if and when living 
for “self” (cf. Matthew 16:24-26)! 
I will place no specific emphases upon the actual realm of our •
eternal existence; for the exactness and immensity of our 
eternity with Him is not specifically defined within Scripture. 
I will not attempt to hypothesize the reality of our eternal 
existence with Him, but rather will wait and witness the 
situation when it occurs; for its certainty is founded upon the 
immensity and faithfulness of God! Numerous godly 
individuals of antiquity have awaited existence with the Lord, 
within this structure created by God Himself (Hebrews 
11:8-10, 13-16, 32-40). 

 
In days of antiquity, with the ancient oriental monarchs, the monarch 
of the kingdom was not just considered a leading member, but rather 
the one who would meet the needs of the kingdom, much as the husband 
of the household. The ancient ceremonies to bring the new monarch 
into power, many times included an actual marriage ceremony in which 
the monarch was literally married to his kingdom. The illustration of 
this marriage ceremony was to demonstrate the love and protection of 
the monarch to be centered upon his kingdom so as to protect, nurture, 
and provide for his people. Just as the monarch was to proclaim the in-
dividuals of his kingdom—his children and family, the inhabitants of 
the kingdom were to respect and obey the monarch. This is how it will 
be in the kingdom of God, where the Lord Jesus Christ will nurture, 
lead, and protect us as a husband protects and loves His bride; while 
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we respect, adore, and serve our God and King in complete devotional 
submission, as a wife should her husband, when the husband walks in 
righteousness. 
 

I have had discussions with many people who center their •
attention upon the physical aspects of the New Jerusalem. They 
talk about how they will enjoy walking upon streets of pure gold 
and being surrounded by fine jewels. I personally find it pathetic 
that individuals place their greatest considerations upon these 
described physical aspects of God’s kingdom, derived from their 
continually focusing upon God’s blessings as through 
materialism. The fact that this occurs far too frequently with 
believers, demonstrates the principles of chapters 17 and 18 to 
be of realistic truth; for the secular mindset of materialism must 
be completely eliminated, so as to allow the ushering of the new!  
I figure it will take me quite some time after arriving in God’s •
kingdom to even notice my surroundings, as I will be in 
absolute awe—having our Lord before us to worship and praise.  
I feel ashamed that so many believers always look to the Lord •
and His blessings through the standards of the world and its 
mammon, in accordance to the abominations of Babylon. Why 
is it that believers (many, not all) look harder at the temporal 
reward from material things, than they do at God’s spiritual 
blessings and our future home?1237 To love mammon is to not 
love God, and to desire mammon is to miss the true riches 
which come from God’s grace.1238 When I listen to folks talking 
about the material things that they seek in this life; how God’s 
blessings to them should always be via mammon, and how they 
look more toward the extravagance of God’s kingdom rather 
than being in His presence, I always tell them the same thing—
“I would rather shine shoes in God’s kingdom where He is 
present, so that I may praise and worship Him; than to have all 
the riches in the world!”  
I praise the Lord, that He has taken away my “self”-based •
motivations (even now—as this is a continual process), and 

1237 cf. Luke 9:57-62; 2 Corinthians 5:6-9; Matthew 6:19-21.
1238 cf. Matthew 6:24-34; Luke 16:9-11-13; 2 Corinthians 12:6-10.
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allows me to seek both salvation of souls and speaking Gospel 
truth more than anything, including riches.1239 When I see the 
spending habits (both time and finances) of many folks 
(speaking solely of believers; as to expect otherwise from the 
lost would be foolishness), to be maintained upon “self” 
primarily; I must wonder the reason their spending is not to 
proclaim the truth of Christ, and supply bibles and necessities to 
those in need. I would suppose this occurs due to a maintained 
secular mindset, which is emphasized and led by the ruler of the 
world. How many believers truly love the Lord with all of their 
heart, all of their soul, all of their mind and all of their strength? 
Unfortunately most believers (much like the lost) appreciate 
their money more than reaching the lost with the good news of 
the Gospel, and God’s created kingdom.  
The Christian world today that seeks a God of convenience •
upsets me greatly; for the blessing of His spiritual calling in 
many lives is being squandered needlessly on account of that 
which truly does not matter!1240 Because the foolishness of 
riches, ease, comfort, prestige and “self” is taught within many 
denominations and congregations, I would advise that we 
should be careful as to who and what we listen to; testing all 
things according to the Gospel, for indeed it is the standard by 
which we will all give account!1241 As believers, are we for or 
against Jesus Christ (Messiah)?1242 

 
The Walls / Foundation / Gates of the New Jerusalem  3.

The beauty of the New Jerusalem will (in my opinion) be •
beyond human comprehension. What follows is what I believe 
to be the human approximation of the city’s beauty, along with 
some explanations as to why I believe certain things 
(measurements) were given in Scripture. I cannot claim 
complete accuracy in what follows, as I am attempting to render 
a human aspect of beauty which is divinely created. In the way 

1239 cf. Romans 10:1-4; Galatians 2:17-21; 2 Timothy 2:3-10; Philippians 3:12-14; 
1 Corinthians 9:17, 18.

1240 cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.
1241 cf. John 4:46-50.
1242 cf. Matthew 12:30.
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in which John attempted to describe what he saw in the best 
way possible; as such I now do the same. 

 
The wall represents an impassable structure, yet a structure where all 
within can be seen without hindrance (vs. 12-18); for nothing will be 
of darkness, and thus of un-righteousness! This wall by any standard 
would be un-scalable and thus impregnable. This great impregnable 
wall is to demonstrate to all who read and heed Scripture; works of any 
kind will avail not as to entry past this great barrier of God’s kingdom. 
This impregnable wall will be founded upon the truth of Scripture, as 
to the witness of the apostles (v. 14); therefore the basis of entry will 
remain faith in Jesus and the cleansing by His blood, having trusting 
solely in God for entrance into so great a salvation and kingdom.1243  
 

This in my opinion is emphasis that “works” have nothing •
whatsoever to do with salvation! Although many manmade 
religions not only suppose but also endeavor to obtain salvation 
as by ritual, doctrine, precept, and traditions; the emphasis of 
this great city is based solely within the wonderment of God’s 
grace, tender mercies, and lovingkindness. God’s kingdom is all 
about: Him, purity, righteousness, holiness, and blessing! 

 
The description given of God’s kingdom draws attention as it is beautiful 
beyond human comprehension. With the love of aesthetics being what 
it is today, the description draws attention and then desire by the worldly, 
as they always seek that which they do not have (coveting). The de-
scription given the wall as impregnable by human effort is to 
demonstrate to all that only faith in Jesus will allow entry through any 
of the twelve gates, and to attempt entry by any other means is futile. 
This representation of the walls structural strength (72 yards thick) and 
immense mass (12,000 stadia squared) makes evident the one way which 
passage may be obtained; yet many throughout history have attempted 
entrance into His kingdom by human means (works), due the foolishness 
of man’s carnal intentions and motives.1244 The wall represents this sim-

1243 cf. Acts 4:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 1:22-24.
1244 v. 27; cf. Matthew 7:21-27.

Notations on Revelation492



ple beautiful lesson—do not attempt to gain entry by religion, force, 
wit, manipulation or deception! If you want into this kingdom—you 
must accept, obey, trust and believe in the One who is Lord of all!1245 
The Lord blessed us with a description of the New Jerusalem so that 
we may realize (as is humanly possible) the beauty of our eternal dwell-
ing place with Him. The descriptions were given also of the torment 
of hell for all eternity (v. 8); both descriptions given for the purpose 
that each person may decide for themselves, beauty or burning! 

Each of the four walls will have three gates within them, which will 
lead into the city. At each of the gates (which are named after the twelve 
tribes of Israel) an angel will stand, and the twelve gates may very well 
be aligned by direction just as specified with the millennial city of 
Jerusalem. The order of the gates, if so specified, would be according 
to the following Scriptural verse:  

 
Ezekiel 48:30-35: “And these are the exits of the city: on the 
north side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, shall be the gates of 
the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward the 
north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate 
of Levi, one. “And on the east side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three 
gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the 
gate of Dan, one. “And on the south side, 4,500 cubits by meas-
urement, shall be three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate 
of Issachar, one; the gate of Zebulun, one. “On the west side, 
4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Gad, one; the gate 
of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one. “The city shall be 
18,000 cubits round about; and the name of the city from that 
day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’” 
 

The foundations of the wall are sturdy and adorned with the names of 
the twelve apostles of the Lord. Just as the testimony of the apostles was 
true and bore strength, so also will the foundation stones which bear 
their names. The foundation stones are each made of a different type of 
precious stone. The first foundation stone—jasper; the second—sapphire; 
the third—chalcedony; the fourth—emerald; the fifth—sardonyx; the 

1245 cf. Romans 10:8-10; Hebrews 5:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6, emphasis vs. 5, 6.
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sixth—sardius; the seventh—chrysolite; the eighth—beryl; the ninth—
topaz; the tenth—chrysoprase; the eleventh—jacinth; the twelfth— 
amethyst (vs. 19, 20).  

With precious stones being upon other precious stones, and the glory 
of God shining brightly all around the structure of the New Jerusalem, 
the colors reflected from the very foundation of the structure will be as 
a rainbow of brilliant beauty. The foundation stones will be the only 
part of the structure that has color other than that of clear. With the 
foundation stones themselves consisting of precious colored stones, and 
the structure itself being clear, as nothing will be hidden from sight (for 
there will be nothing of shame); the foundations will emanate their bril-
liant colors throughout the entire structure. With the city being in a 
continual divine state of purity, the beauty of the foundation stones will 
forever be visible and prevalent to all within the structure. Just as the 
apostles were at the forefront of the Christian church, so also will their 
names be at the forefront (foundation) of the New Jerusalem. 

The gates themselves will be like pearls, as each gate will be a single 
pearl. It is by this description of the gates, that the stories of the “pearly 
gates” have come to be told, and unlike the stories as to a question of 
entrance being answered at the gates, in this factual situation the deci-
sion has already been made (cf. 20:15; 22:12). 

It must be noted that all potential for sin has been eradicated by the 
Lord; with the complete destruction of the old, the building of the new, 
and the changing of believers! Because all who dwell within the city of 
God will have the eternal substance body which is necessary for eternal 
existence, there will no longer be any possibility of anything inappro-
priate (vs. 25-27). Because nothing of darkness can come into the 
presence of God (who is in actuality pure: light, holiness, truth and 
love), and we (his children) will dwell with Him, our eternal bodies 
being absolutely holy and pure becomes evident (cf. 22:1-5). 
 

The New Jerusalem in Perspective 4.
The New Jerusalem will be 12,000 stadia high, 12,000 stadia in length, 
and 12,000 stadia wide. To attempt the understanding of a structure 
this size, we can look at the size as distance and better comprehend the 
immensity of its mass. The following is consideration that 12,000 stadia 
equal 1500 miles (v. 16); of the specific I have no certainty, beyond 
Scriptural description; for some state 12,000 stadia to equal 1,380 miles. 
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A cube (or square—v. 16) 12,000 stadia: wide—would stretch from 
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico; long—would stretch from Los Angeles 
to Kansas; high—would be past the Exosphere and well into space. 

To look at the cube in light of its sheer immense mass, we can now 
better understand the following measurements of this mass, and our in-
heritance (mansion)—please remember this is but human reasoning: 
 

Approximately 3,375,000,000 cubic miles. If the number of be-•
lievers was to be 20,000,000,000, and seventy-five percent of the 
entire structure was utilized for central worship and praise of the 
Lord, then twenty five percent would be allotted for inhabitancy. 
This space alone would allow each individual 450 acres or 1/30 
cubic mile in which to dwell (wow, what a place of dwelling). 
Although each mansion may not actually be this large, the point •
to make—is the immensity of God’s gift of dwelling. 
The square footage of this structure would be—4.967920 feet or •
approximately 68,250,000,000,000,000 square feet (wow, what 
a city). 

 
To comprehend the immense size of this structure would be humanly 
impossible. To comprehend its construction and the foundational re-
quirements would be unfathomable. To attempt to truly understand this 
immense structure which is built by God Himself, and the sheer beauty 
of it, would be beyond our realm of thinking and reason. This structure 
will truly be as immense as it is wondrous! Yet with the blessing of dwell-
ing with the Lord; all the aforementioned characteristics and dimensions 
of a city built by God, holds no comparison with the glory of God or 
our adoration and worship for and unto Him! 

IT IS DONE 

The statement “it is done” holds significance as a statement of final ful-
fillment. The use of this statement in Scripture within the book of 
Revelation demonstrates the total (complete) finishing of divine judg-
ment and prophesies. As the new heavens and new earth have been 
prophesied in the book of Revelation for the purpose of preparing the 
saints with knowledge of things to come, the statement from the throne 
“it is done” is to proclaim the complete fulfillment of these prophesies 
in accordance to the faithfulness of God (cf. 16:17). 
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In exactly the same manner as “it is finished” was proclaimed by 
Jesus to prove the fulfillment of the victory against the world, death and 
Satan; the phrase “it is done” means precisely the same—as it proves 
(after the fact), the passing of the old and the arrival of the new exactly 
as prophesied.1246 The nature of each of the statements “it is finished” 
/ “it is done” remains the same, as the first demonstrated the victory; 
the second demonstrated the fulfillment of judgment upon the world, 
and the third will demonstrate the completed work of God to rid the 
heavens and earth of sin by completely creating all things anew.1247 
Having fulfilled all prophesy, our Father (Abba / Yahweh Shammah—
the Lord is there) will dwell with His children (cf. 22:3).1248 

 
More Interesting Points - Revelation Chapters 21 and 22 1.

In order for there to be a “naos” or Holy of Holies, a temple would 
have to be present. In the New Jerusalem, there will be no material 
temple as God Himself and the Lamb shall be the temple and thus the 
center of worship (21:22). The Holy of Holies was the inner most part 
of the temple and tabernacle which is where the glory of the Lord was 
present. In the New Jerusalem, the glory of the Lord will be throughout 
the entire structure and therefore no one part will be blessed with His 
presence more than any other part. Unlike the time when only the high 
priest was allowed into the presence of God (Holy of Holies), all will 
be blessed with His vicinity presence.  

Unlike in today’s world where the sun and moon illuminate our 
world, in the New Jerusalem God the Father and Jesus will be our il-
lumination. Just as Moses was aglow with the glory of God for periods 
of time during and after being in His presence, the New Jerusalem will 
be aglow (illuminated) with the glory of God continually (no night—
21:25), as He dwells with His children (the saints) and His angels for 
eternity.1249 Unlike the way the illumination diminished from Moses 
after a period of time, the illumination will never wear away because 
we will never be out of his presence. Unlike the way in which the 
Israelites were fearful of God, we will be securely blessed dwelling with 
our Lord.1250 

1246 cf. John 16:33; 19:30; 1 John 5:4, 5.
1247 cf. 16:17; 21:6; John 19:30.
1248 cf. Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:6.
1249 cf. Exodus 34:34, 35.
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In like fashion as Jesus will be the lamp to all dwelling in the •
New Jerusalem, and the Word we have been given (Scriptures) 
is the light of truth which remains the basis for illumination 
within the darkness of our present age, we should attempt 
adherence to the Word now and stop our excuses. Because there 
will be only light and truth in God’s kingdom, it would be wise 
for us to allow God to prepare us now by His masterful and 
righteous leadership; while we speak the truth to others, and 
worship God in spirit and in truth as we ought.1251  

Chapter 22 

POSSIBILITIES AND CONSIDERATIONS: 

Now with the old ways of evil, sin, wretchedness, and corruption being 
no more, the description of the living river demonstrates the (crystal) 
clear, pure and untainted ways of unique holiness and righteousness 
which flow from our God. 
 

The “river of the water of life” spoken of in the 22:1 passage, •
reminds me of the rivers and how they sparkled many years ago, 
when we could drink from them without the potential of 
sickness or disease. Through the corruption of the world, the 
rivers have become polluted and tainted; yet so has the entire 
world through the corruption of idolatrous humankind in 
accordance to demonic instigation and influence.1252 

 
The river itself is the “river of the water of life” which will flow centrally 
from the throne of God through the city. This river will be the undefiled 
water which will feed the trees of life firmly planted along its banks. 
The water will be like none other ever in the world’s history, as it will 
be filled with the sustenance which will allow the trees to bear twelve 
kinds of fruit frequently from a divine nature (as only God can create 
something so wonderful and amazing), thus allowing the fruit to be 
bountiful, frequently without end (vs. 1, 2). 

1250 cf. Exodus 20:19.
1251 cf. John 4:20-24.
1252 cf. Colossians 3:5; 1 Peter 5:6-11.
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The “river of the water of life” coming forth from the throne of •
both God and the Lamb (v. 1), may be the water of divine origin 
which flows outward upon the entire planet. Within this, we can 
understand how there will no longer be “seas” upon the earth (if 
the word “earth” is even pertinent, i.e. no further mention), for 
all of creation upon the planet may receive the necessities of 
“water” from this divine source! 

 
The tree of life will be literal in the New Jerusalem, which is quite ev-
ident by the description given it as a source of healing (the leaves) to 
the nations and as a source of sustenance (v. 2; very much like in the 
millennium—cf. Ezekiel 47:1-12; but now forever). Unlike the beliefs 
of the new age and Mormon faiths where they take the saints ability to 
eat of the fruit to mean we will become gods, the fact of the fruits avail-
ability is to demonstrate our reliance upon our Lord to supply the 
sustenance required for our eternal existence.1253  

Only God is immortal (past and future).1254 Our eternal existence 
(future) will be based in His blessings of sustenance and sustainability; 
for only God can create and maintain an eternal state of being. Although 
many different religions hope for, and teach an inevitable form of deity 
to be upon human beings upon entry into the eternal state of being, 
these philosophies deny further necessity for a relationship with God; 
as the philosophies teach humans as becoming a god unto themselves. 
This may seem appropriate according to the boastful pride of life and 
idolatrous nature (self) within human existence; yet these teachings deny 
Gospel truth, and thereby the “reality of God,” and the basis of realistic 
truth regarding our eternal existence (vs. 1-19). In context, it is never 
wise to make additions or subtractions when regarding the Word of 
God (vs. 18, 19)! 
 

It is a shame how through pride and deception, millions take •
Scripture out of context and righteous meaning, so that they 
may convince themselves and others that we may evolve into 
gods. With the love of “self” (human idolatry) becoming what it 
is in today’s world (narcissism), it is little doubt why these pagan 

1253 cf. Genesis 3:5; John 6:35.
1254 cf. 1 Timothy 1:17.
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false teachings are drawing many away from the faith.1255 I 
praise God, that by His grace he keeps myself and many others 
strong in our faith and studies; keeping us testing all things, and 
instructing the same to others according to Gospel truth.1256  
It seems that discontentment never ceases within the sinful •
human spirit. No matter how much the Lord blesses us now, in-
cluding certainty of immense future blessings beyond our 
current ability to understand, it seems that many always feel the 
necessity for more; thereby remaining unappreciative and covet-
ous. I cannot believe for a moment, that anyone who has actually 
enjoyed abundant fellowship with the Lord would have a covet-
ous and discontented spirit; for the indwelling Holy Spirit 
convicts against such things! It is true—we must test, judge, and 
examine ourselves in accordance to righteousness to see if we are 
actually in the faith, or not; for now is the day of salvation!1257  

 
Servant or Bondservant—vs. 3, 4 1.

To be a bondservant to the Lord Jesus Christ, is to be bonded firmly in 
(identified with) Him, by choice of humble obedience to serve Him and 
never “self.” Many may choose to serve the Lord (simple servant), and 
may do so with earnest on occasion when they choose to; yet a bond-
servant is one who does for the Lord with every opportunity without 
excuse, variation or compromise (as far is humanly possible). A bond-
servant of Jesus Christ is not one who seeks a God of convenience (as 
many do), but rather accepts and serves Him as one’s Lord and Master 
(as few do—in my opinion); for the bondservant serves even when it 
leads to the pain of: persecution, suffering, and tribulation. To be a 
bondservant of the Lord Jesus Christ is to endeavor to walk as He 
walked—in: humility, obedience, and compassion.1258 To walk as Jesus 
walked, is to: place the needs of others as priority over our own,1259 seek 
first His heavenly kingdom and to walk in His righteousness,1260 walk 
by faith,1261 answer His call in submissive humble obedience,1262 and 

1255 cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 6:10, 20, 21.
1256 cf. 2 Timothy 2:1-4.
1257 cf. 2:2-4; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 13:5-8; 1 John 4:1-6.
1258 cf. 1 John 2:4-6; Matthew 5:3-16.
1259 cf. Philippians 2:3, 4.
1260 cf. Matthew 6:33; 13:45, 46.
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place no confidence in the flesh.1263 Although this is not an easy task by 
any means because we are surrounded by temptation and the ways of 
the world, it is however a task which is never burdensome—when en-
deavored in love for the Lord first and foremost! 

REVELATION FAITHFUL AND TRUE  

Through integrity being known of a man, his spoken word is only as 
good as his reputation within candor. If a man cannot be trusted in little 
things, there is no way he will be trusted in bigger more important 
matters.1264 Jesus always told the righteous truth in love! Jesus always 
demonstrated His word with actions, and never showed even the slight-
est hypocrisy in any way! This fact of Christ’s life upon this earth proves 
the statement of Scripture as to His not only speaking and living the 
truth, but actually being the essence of truth.1265 

In direct association with Christ’s being the truth, He is also the true 
faithful witness.1266 By the confirmation of Christ’s explicit nature of 
truth and light, we know that all He says and does is absolutely correct 
and righteous (faithful and true).1267 All that He said must occur will in 
fact occur exactly as stated; although as aforementioned, we may not 
understand the reality.1268 The foolish armies of the world will come to 
this realization when it is too late (as aforementioned). I am hopeful in-
dividuals will not have to learn in such a harsh context as the many who 
will someday gather against the Lord; prior to their inevitable defeat 
and condemnation. 

CONTRASTING—THE LAKE OF FIRE (HELL)  

WITH THE NEW JERUSALEM: 

HELL / NEW JERUSALEM 

 Outer darkness / light and glory of God. •
 Gnashing of teeth / songs of praise. •

1261 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:6-9; 10:3, 4.
1262 cf. Philippians 2:5-8.
1263 cf. Philippians 3:2, 3; Romans 13:13, 14; Colossians 2:20-23.
1264 cf. Luke 12:26; 16:10.
1265 cf. John 1:14, 17; 14:6; Luke 20:21.
1266 cf. 1:5.
1267 cf. 19:11; John 5:30-33; 8:12.
1268 cf. 22:6, 7.
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 Eternally cursed / no more curse. •
 Eternal agony / no more pain. •
 Eternal gates closed and locked / gates always open. •
 Eternal separation from God / always in vicinity of God. •
 Eternal hatred and remorse / eternal love, peace and •
fellowship. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

SIMPLICITY OF DEVOTION 

Simplicity of Devotion—Grace Is Sufficient 

SINCERE DISCIPL INED DEVOTION  to the Lord is truly a matter 
of attitude! The appropriate attitude of placing the Lord first, was and 
remains the standard of which all believers in the Lord God (one true 
God) are to adhere. It is for this reason, that throughout the history of 
those called of God to believe and worship appropriately; first in ac-
cordance to physical realm religion (the Levitical Law), secondly by 
faith within the spiritual relational reality; that the first and foremost 
commandment by the Lord was to love Him with: all of our heart, all 
of our soul, all of our mind, and all of our strength.1269 Although many 
claim to love the Lord, the truth of the matter is found in our fruits of 
abiding both in His word and in Him, or not; speaking the truth to one 
another in love, or not.1270 

Although Christianity may seem complicated, as well as the standards 
by which we are to minister, in actuality neither is complicated at all.1271 
Although different denominational (manmade) bylaws and standards 
have complicated simplicity of devotion unto God, the Gospel when 
adhered to—renders the three basic principles of our faith (Christianity; 
not the Christian religion). 

 
WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE THROUGH FAITH, 1.
NOT OF WORKS LEST ANY MAN BOAST.1272 
WE MUST TRULY BELIEVE (WITH KNOWLEDGEABLE 2.
FAITH) THAT JESUS IS LORD (KURIOS / LOGOS) AND 
GOD (THEOS) INCARNATE. WE MUST ALSO TRULY 
BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION, FOR IT IS THE BASIS 
AND HOPE OF OUR FAITH.1273 

1269 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40; cf. Galatians 3:12-29.
1270 John 8:31, 32; 15:4-17; Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Peter 4:11-19.
1271 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; cf. Colossians 2:8-14, 18-23.
1272 Ephesians 2:1-10.



OURS IS A MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION. THIS IS 3.
THE MINISTRY TITLE OF ALL WHO CLAIM FAITH IN 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. WITHIN THE MINISTRY 
TITLE OF RECONCILIATION, IS FOUND THE 
INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER TITLE OF—AMBASSADOR. 1274 

 
Saved by Grace through Faith 1.

Unlike lordship Salvationists who believe that a certain stage of repen-
tance and behavior must be accomplished before an individual can 
come to God and be saved; true Christianity teaches that God’s grace 
alone can accomplish the rebirth.1275 Key note—the word “repentance” 
means to stop and turn around, or change one’s way of thinking; this 
in focus upon the Lord God.1276 For this reason the word “repentance” 
should never ever be spoken to non-believers, for this absurdly states 
that they are to turn back to a licentious life and focus upon the flesh; 
while callusing their spirit to the reality of God’s sufficient grace! 
Speaking the word “repentance” is only appropriate when speaking to 
someone who once faced (focused upon) the Lord, and for some reason 
has turned away; it is for this reason that the word was utilized 
frequently during the initial spoken ministry of both the Apostles and 
Jesus, for they were sent solely unto the house of Israel, wherever they 
were to be found!1277 

Unlike Papal Catholicism which believes that God’s grace is received 
through ritualistic acts of worship (the Sacraments), true Christianity 
teaches that grace is the free unmerited favor of God; which is never 
earned nor warranted by one’s own actions, behavior, or merit. Grace 
in itself demonstrates God’s immense abounding lovingkindness for us; 
for although we deserve death derived from our own sinful nature, God 
has made us alive in Christ Jesus our Lord. This reality is all about God; 
for his grace is in accordance to the fact that the Lord God of all creation 
is the very essence of love!1278 It must also be noted, the love of mention 
here is not a love which is of the flesh; rather this is the “love” which is 

1273 Romans 6:1-11; 10:8-13; Titus 3:5-8.
1274 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
1275 John 3:3-21; 6:44, 45, 65.
1276 Romans 12:1-3.
1277 Matthew 10:1-8; 15:24.
1278 1 John 4:7-10.
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of God’s fruits, made manifest by the Lord; this love (agape) being: self-
less, sacrificial, and un-conditional!1279 

Unlike all other religions throughout the world which in one fashion 
or another trust in works or oneself for salvation, Christianity teaches 
that grace alone delivers us from the penalty of sin which is death. Even 
within Christianity (mostly the Christian religion) this fact yet eludes 
many, for if this were not so, then the traditions precepts, philosophies 
and doctrines of man would not yet be forsaking the ways of God, by 
insistence upon physical realm acts of worship as being necessary for 
salvation or the receiving of grace.  

Many folks criticize the religion of Islam because of the acts of ter-
rorists who claim to be within the religion. The religion of Islam being 
one of “works for salvation,” believes in doing good with the reward 
being an eternity in paradise; whereas evil works such as murder of the 
innocent brings forth an eternity of torment. Just as many claiming faith 
in the Islamic religion fail to realize the basis of the religion they profess, 
so it is with many professing believers within the Christian religion who 
refuse to study the Scriptures so as to gain understanding; instead be-
lieving supposed spiritual leaders who themselves have little 
understanding as to the faith they confess. If we are to claim membership 
in a form of religion or faith, would it not be prudent to actually know 
what the religion or faith truly teaches? Many throughout the world 
may criticize members of the Islamic religion because of the actions of 
some, yet a remnant within the religion (Islam) seeks to know the one 
true God; as do a remnant of true believers who bask within the spiritual 
relational reality which is true Christianity. 

 
Q—How many denominations are there supposed to be within 
Christianity? 
A—One—the Body of Christ. Denominations are derived from the fol-
lowing of human doctrine within the Christian religion! 
 
Everyone has a deep yearning for love! Everyone seeks purpose in life! 
The deep love which all seek, along with the true purpose all seek, are 
actually found in the one true God. The world led by Satan seeks that 
we would attempt to find our answers and purpose in life by our own 

1279 Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 John 4:11-21.
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endeavors and ingenuity; which is extremely far from the Gospel 
truth!1280 This leads to virtually every conceivable distraction possible, 
which can and will hold us astray of the truth found only in the loving-
kindness of God. His grace (free unmerited favor) surrounds us and 
empowers us to gain the freedom derived from truth; yet far too many 
individuals would rather work toward “self” gained answers and pros-
perity, than appropriate the grace abounding fellowship with our God 
which leads us to fulfillment in life. 

The foolishness of human works for salvation and fulfillment of 
hope within religiosity has been taught within every known religion 
throughout the ages, including the Christian religion. This should 
never have been so within Christianity, for the Gospel plainly states 
that no other doctrine was ever to be taught except that which was 
taught by Jesus and the Apostles.1281 This simple rule being violated 
by the intellectual disobedience of humankind, has led to divisions 
within the faith which should never have occurred, or even been tol-
erated! Much of this was due to man’s attempts to foolishly explain 
God, whereas the Lord asked us to have a simple faith as would a 
child!1282 I can understand attempts to better know God, for this is a 
strong basis of our devotional and relational faith; yet I cannot under-
stand finite creatures attempting to explain the infinite Creator; when 
all such attempts border on absurd!1283  

Examples of absurd explanations can be found in human attempts 
involving the Trinity, heaven, angels, salvation, etc. Although these are 
matters to be found within the pages of the Gospel; although not the 
“Trinity”; the truth remains that many aspects of our Lord and His cre-
ation will never be fully understood; until He teaches us during our 
eternity with Him. For more information regarding the “Trinity,” please 
reference chapter two of the book. 

Theological endeavors many times were started with good intention, 
yet as pride grew within the endeavors, so also did stupidity and fool-
ishness. This of course was derived from the fact that man too many 
times believes himself to be smarter than he really is; and this arrogance 
derived from failure to properly utilize the measure of faith rendered 

1280 John 16:13-15; cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
1281 Galatians 1:6-10; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
1282 Matthew 18:3-7.
1283 Isaiah 55:8, 9; Romans 9:18-24.
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by God; thus human intellectual endeavor is attempted to understand 
matters which are actually spiritually appraised when God’s personal 
tutelage is received by humble submission and obedience.1284 In my 
theology endeavors I found it necessary to pray continually, so as to 
avoid the pride which quickly enters into such endeavors; instigated by 
demonic influence upon the human sinful nature.1285 Without continual 
disciplined denial of “self” by devotional diligent prayer, endeavors at-
tempting to explain the reality of God, are easily enticed by demons; 
for without continual humility during endeavor, the Lord’s tutelage is 
forfeit, which places the endeavor easily within delusive coercion!  

My studies led to understanding how division within the faith (var-
ied volition) replaced the unity which was mandated by our Lord.1286 
It is truly hoped that this segment of the book will simplify matters of 
the faith, so as to eliminate confusion and allow both devotion and a 
better understanding of God’s grace. We all desire purpose, yet it is 
the purpose of no one (with the exception of Jesus) to completely un-
derstand and explain God!1287 He has always desired the hearts (sincere 
devotion and loyalty) of those who seek or know Him; for when one’s 
devotion is appropriate then all else gains potential to come into unison, 
and this by grace!1288 

GRACE IS SUFFICIENT 

Although most (not all) Christians understand that it is solely by the 
unmerited favor of God that we are saved, many yet fail to understand 
that God’s grace abounds with His legitimate children continually for 
appropriate living and devotion. We must remember that we were saved 
(if born again) for a purpose; this purpose being to engage in good 
works; as vassals of God’s goodness and righteousness in accordance 
with His masterful leadership and nurturing!1289 Since no man does 
“good” of his own accord on a continual basis, it is the grace of God 
which allows us to live our lives in a manner pleasing to the Lord.1290  

1284 Romans 12:1-3. 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
1285 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; James 4:5-10.
1286 Ephesians 4:1-6.
1287 John 1:18; cf. Isaiah 40:12-31.
1288 Hosea 6:6; Jeremiah 33:3.
1289 Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 8:14.
1290 Romans 3:10-18; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Philippians 1:6- 2:12-16.
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God’s unmerited favor (GRACE) far surpasses our sin and foolish-
ness! This is the reason why grace abounds where sin has increased.1291 
The Christians in Rome could not grasp the unmerited favor of God, 
just as most Christians today fail to grasp understanding as to His grace. 
The believers in Rome figured that if grace abounded where sin in-
creased, then they would sin more so as to receive more grace. This 
very notion was upsetting to the Apostle Paul, which led to his state-
ments found in Romans 6:1-23. 

Just as the believers in Rome attempted to take the grace of God for 
granted, and this by excuses to receive more grace; do believers today 
also seek to take God’s grace for granted? Everyone seems to appreciate 
the fact that we are saved by the unmerited favor of God, yet how many 
maintain sincere appreciation of His tremendous gift by endeavoring 
toward increased devotion and obedience? Three of the distinct char-
acteristics of those who fail to understand the immensity of grace, are 
coveting, greed, and discontentment. It is understandable that the enemy 
(Satan and demons) who leads us to such inappropriate behavior are 
powerful, yet we should also know for a fact that Jesus is ultimately 
powerful; rendering to us His grace to make us free from inappropriate 
desires and coercive influence!1292 When the Lord stated that He would 
give us the desires of our heart, His statement was made within His 
hopefulness that our desires remain founded upon Him.1293 Let us now 
take a look at characteristics of those who understand and appreciate 
God’s grace, and those who do not. 

THOSE WHO APPRECIATE GRACE 

Considerate of others: One of the greatest evidences of Christian 1.
(Christ-like) behavior is the act of giving from a foundation of 
selfless sincerity regarding others. This is a characteristic which is 
centered upon the edification and wellbeing of the recipient of the 
giving; with no selfish or ulterior motive by the giver. This 
characteristic; or lack thereof, is that which defines the true nature 
of many congregations, for if individuals give with expectations of 
receiving back, then they are selfishly giving. The motivation of a 

1291 Romans 5:12-21, specific vs. 20, 21.
1292 Romans 8:31-37; 1 John 4:1-6; Ephesians 1:3-23, specific vs. 18-23.
1293 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Titus 2:11-15; Matthew 22:36-40; 2 Corinthians 10:3-7.
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person appreciative of grace, gives “just because” not “because of any 
specific”!1294 A primary consideration of any “Christ-like” individual 
is for the salvation of others; for as God Himself seeks that none 
should perish, so also do His legitimate children, as the Lord’s 
intentions become our own!1295 

 
Content Those appreciative of grace are content with the tremen-2.
dous blessing of what God has already accomplished!1296 This 
contentment then leads to godliness; for without the distraction of 
always seeking more, individuals are pleased with spending time 
drawing closer to the Lord, with expectations that His authority 
would become absolute, not only for this time (corporeal) but also 
for all eternity!1297 We live in a society which can never seem to have 
enough, whether this is: riches, fame, power, comfort, or ease; be-
lievers who are content have no necessity of wasting time continually 
seeking these things. This is not to say that we do not seek a better 
life, this rather is to say that we seek our life of abundance to be 
Christ centered, and thereby pleasing to God in accordance to His 
grace; which is our second greatest possession with it having been 
bestowed; our first greatest possession (blessing) is God Himself! 

 
Spiritually Minded Those appreciative of grace set their minds 3.
upon the things above. This is the actuality of walking by faith in 
what the Lord has done for us; while seeking spiritual increase within 
the spiritual relational reality! To set one’s mind upon the things of 
God, is to take thoughts captive to obedience to Christ; therefore 
we look often through the spiritual eyes of faith. To be spiritually 
minded is to stay focused upon the Lord, receptive to His teaching, 
and hopeful of His return.1298 Spiritual mindedness denies the flesh 
regarding its lusts and desires, appropriating the grace necessary to 
look beyond that which is temporal; focusing instead upon that which 
is eternal.1299 Our disciplined focus leads our actions; focus upon the 

1294 Philippians 2:1-4.
1295 2 Peter 3:8-13; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 1 Corinthians 2:16.
1296 Matthew 25:34; Ephesians 1:3, 4; 1 Peter 1:17-21.
1297 Colossians 1:13, 14, 19-23.
1298 2 Timothy 4:1- 8. 
1299 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.
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Lord leads to reception of His will and work within us, whereas focus 
upon the flesh leads to varied focus and misdirection.1300 

 
Seek to Learn More about God: Those appreciative of God’s 4.
grace, seek always to humbly and reverently learn more about the 
holy God who freely gives us unmerited favor (GRACE). The fact 
that His love is so immense, drives us always forward with great 
diligence to both study the Gospel and draw closer within our 
personal relationship with Him; thereby maintaining humility and 
submission so that He may will and work for His own good pleasure. 
Our faith like any endeavor which involves learning and growth, 
involves also disciplined: motivation, steadfastness, and perseverance. 
These characteristics are derived from loving Him first and 
foremost; for no other love as is received from the Lord has ever 
compared nor been so uplifting.1301  

 
Not Distracted by Human Religious Doctrines and Traditions 5.
Those appreciative of grace, have no need of the doctrines and 
traditions of humankind (elemental principles of the world). The 
doctrines and traditions of humankind were and are derived from 
those who cling to the physical realm (religiosity); and this in 
accordance to a lack of faith, or a faith never righteously actuated; 
having failed to heed Biblical instruction and standards, regarding 
humility and righteous obedience. This is the basis of Jesus` 
statement as to having the faith of a mustard seed; for with even a 
slight amount of true actuated faith, doctrines and traditions in the 
physical realm are not necessary. This same lack of true faith is the 
foundational reason why far too many congregations maintain weak 
un-biblical doctrine, and why true Christians many times stay home 
and study rather than going to church. When religious doctrines 
and traditions are maintained, the fact remains that the flesh seeks 
involvement in one’s religious affairs, as “self” has not been denied 
appropriately so as to follow the Lord; thus religiosity holds captive 
the multitudes to fleshly indulgences which void all potential for 
spiritual growth and victory! To prove this point, do most religious 

1300 Romans 8:1-17; Hebrews 12:1-3.
1301 1 Peter 1:3-9; Philippians 3:7-14.
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individuals visit orphans and widows in their distress, and stay from 
worldly defilement?1302 The relational reality with God that saves 
us by adoption, and God’s indwelling is spiritual; not carnal; thus all 
aspects of physical realm religion are futile and inappropriate!1303  

 
Testing of All Things Those appreciative of grace understand that 6.
grace can be appropriated so as to abstain from the thinking 
processes and behavioral actions of the multitudes. Grace 
accompanied by prayer is our greatest asset to fight the good fight 
of the faith! Those appreciative of this fact, test all things according 
to the Gospel, adhering to standards set forth by the Lord; for we 
know the Lord is powerfully leading us when we do things in 
accordance to His good, acceptable and perfect will. This is not 
legalism, but rather God’s wisdom and power at work; for we must 
humbly and obediently submit if we are to actually follow the Lord! 
This will never occur without primary practiced denial of “self!”1304 

 
At Peace Those appreciative of grace, have peace even in the face of 7.
adversity and distress. This is not to say that we do not suffer terribly 
at times, but rather we have peace in knowing that as our Lord 
suffered terribly in our stead, we can now suffer for His glory while 
knowing He shall never leave us nor forsake us!1305 Peace although 
not always coming in the physical realm, will always be before us in 
the spiritual and mental realms, when we remember that His love for 
us is unsurpassed; for within this knowledge we praise and thank our 
Lord for all things, even the: tribulations, persecutions, and suffering 
we must endure! This is the essence of trusting God; foundational to 
a righteous faith-based attitude!1306 

SUMMATION 

Those who appreciate God’s grace, appropriate it for the good things 
in humility for which it is abundantly given; praising and rendering 

1302 Colossians 2:20-23; James 1:26, 27.
1303 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; Galatians 3:1-4:11; Colossians 2:1-19; 1 John 5:1-5.
1304 Proverbs 1:7; 8:13; 9:10; 14:26, 27; 15:16, 31-33; 16:6-9; Matthew 16:24-26; 

Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
1305 Hebrews 13:5, 6; John 15:18-21.
1306 Romans 8:1-39; 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 3:10-4:5.
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thanksgiving unto God for all things, including suffering, persecutions 
and tribulations, which accompany servanthood upon the narrow path 
of God’s righteous good, acceptable, and perfect will, and the kind in-
tention of His will!1307 

THOSE WHO ARE UNAPPRECIATIVE OF GRACE 

Selfish Those unappreciative of grace are selfish. Failing to realize 1.
the abundant grace which Jesus has given them, selfish individuals 
fail to pass grace onto others. They generally expect others to be 
gracious to them, yet fail terribly to consider their own behavior in 
most cases. Being unappreciative of grace many times continues 
within the life of individuals to the point that they become selfish in 
every realm, whether: spiritually, mentally or physically; they 
become complacent and obstinate within their own self-
centeredness (narcissistic)! 

 
Never content / carnally minded Those unappreciative of grace 2.
are never content with anything. They constantly seek more stuff, 
superhuman health, affections / attention by others and more 
submission by others to their own point of view; this is blatant 
carnality! They forget or refuse the fact that “sin” causes great 
detriment in both the physical and spiritual realms. Let me reiterate:  

 
Stuff—They are rarely content with what they already have, and many 
times fail in their stewardship of their current possessions. Those unap-
preciative of grace seek constant fulfillment in the physical realm; mainly 
because they fail to realize God’s blessings in the spiritual realm.1308 

The foolishness of many pulpit proclamations maintain •
culpability within this matter; as fleshly whims and desires are 
taught to be an acceptable norm within those who are actually 
to seek rewards in heaven. Fleshly minded supposed spirituality 
is the downfall of multitudes, as many seek teachers in 
accordance to their carnal desires; thereby finding church 
leadership who are willing to offend God for the sake of 

1307 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Ephesians 2:1-10; James 4:3-10; 1 Peter 3:8-12.
1308 Romans 8:31-39; Ephesians 1:3-23, specific vs. 3-12.
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appeasing humankind; this due to church leadership serving 
mammon, not God!1309  

 
Superhuman Health—Those unappreciative of grace are not willing 
to accept the fact that sometimes the Lord allows us to be humbled by 
physical ailments, so as to drive our pride far from us. The Lord seeks 
for us to be humbly submissive, and this for proper worship and devo-
tion. Those who remain discontent generally expect the Lord to beckon 
to their call, and this many times when their seeking is sinful, prideful 
and of fleshly indulgence. They believe that God seeks to heal all be-
lievers of all illnesses, although the Gospel never (ever) proclaimed any 
such promises by the Lord. Far too many believers seek to live forever 
in the flesh (if this were possible); for they are focused upon the things 
of this world, while failing to realize that while we are present in the 
body we are absent from the Lord. Those who focus upon the things 
of the world, never truly focus upon the Lord; neither do they realize 
that Christians (God’s legitimate children) never die, for we go from 
life to life!1310  
 
Affections—Those unappreciative of grace, always seek to be liked by 
everyone. They have failed to realize that when we serve Jesus, we will 
be hated by many; which includes believers who seek things their own 
way. This form of discontentment leads to inappropriate marriages and 
relationships which never edify, as well as inappropriate behavior to ap-
pease the inappropriate company being kept. Those unappreciative of 
grace are always seeking the affections of others, no matter how inap-
propriate, for they are not content with the agape love which God has 
for them. The love of the world is received by the flesh, whereas the 
love of God is received within the spirit of His legitimate children; by 
faith. The only love which is acceptable to God for proper service and 
worship is His love manifest and emphasized (returned); which is always 
accompanied by strict discipline!1311 
 

1309 Matthew 6:19-24; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:1-4.
1310 2 Corinthians 2:14-17; James 4:4, 5; 1 John 2:15-17; 3:1-18.
1311 Galatians 5:22, 23; Romans 5:6-8; 1 John 4:7-5:3.
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Submission to their own point of view—Those unappreciative of grace 
are generally self-centered in their decision making processes. They do 
not seek to agree with others, for they believe that others should always 
agree with them. This is an area where our giving of grace to others is so 
imperative! When we are not always seeking things according to our own 
desires and standards (carnal volition; prejudice), then we are free to 
better understand the views of others; and this many times leads to agree-
ment rather than strife. This form of discontentment has led to many 
church congregations seeking church leadership to teach according to 
their own whims, from a foundation of fleshly desires and emotions! 
 

Rarely seek to learn Those unappreciative of grace, rarely seek 3.
to learn more about our great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
They generally believe that giving one hour or so at church 
once per week is sufficient to grow in understanding; this they 
do believing that church leadership will teach them all that is 
necessary for in-depth Scriptural knowledge. Those 
appreciative of grace understand that a lifetime of study would 
never fulfill our necessity to better know our Lord, whereas 
the unappreciative couldn’t care less. The ones fully 
unappreciative are those who go to church only on Christmas 
or Easter; for they have only conceptual ignorance as to God’s 
lovingkindness and grace; while also remaining blatantly 
ignorant of the spiritual relational reality! 

 
In bondage to human religious doctrine (the doctrine of 4.
demons) Those unappreciative of grace are generally held in 
bondage to religious doctrines, precepts, philosophies, traditions, 
and ideologies. Having little or no understanding as to God’s giving 
us what we do not deserve (grace); they entrap themselves in what 
others without understanding deem as necessary to please God. The 
Gospel warned us not to be taken captive by inappropriate heretical 
doctrine, yet far too many believers fall prey to demonic influence 
in this manner!1312 It should be understood, that doctrines which do 
not hold to strict Gospel standards of obedience and worship, must 
be avoided! When human doctrines and traditions take precedence 

1312 Timothy 4:6-9; 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.
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over appropriate worship of God in spirit and in truth; then the ruler 
of the world (Satan) gains the battle victory. For reasons such as this, 
I am personally very grateful that the war has already been won by 
our Lord!1313 

 
Go with the status quo Those unappreciative of grace, 5.
generally seek to go with the status quo. As they refuse to be 
set apart to God (sanctified), they would rather seek to go with 
the flow of the many, no matter where the path of the flow 
may take them. This is a terrible shame, for remaining clear 
of the secular status quo, is that which sets apart true 
Christians from lukewarm believers. If we act and react in a 
like manner as the many, then how will we be distinguished 
as being set apart? How can a non-believer see something in 
us which points them to the reality of Christ (glory of Christ) 
as Lord, if our behavior cannot be distinguished as different 
from theirs? 

 
Tormented Those unappreciative of grace are tormented mentally 6.
and spiritually; as distinguished from the peace and joy which are 
from the Lord. They are tormented because they are ensnared by 
the same enticements which hold multitudes in bondage. To be free 
in Christ is to be free indeed!1314 This freedom comes with one’s 
willingness to be set apart and diligent; for within this state of 
humility comes submission unto the Lord, which allows Him to do 
His work within us unhindered. The torment comes from 
continuance upon the broad path which leads to destruction; for the 
blessings of God are never rendered within disobedience! It is a 
shame that far too many ministries teach that Christians should 
always be comfortable, when the Gospel indicates otherwise!1315 If 
we are content never growing in grace and in knowledge of the 
truth, after having been born again of the Spirit, then we have denied 
the Lord’s leadership far too long! Righteous correction leads to 
repentance (turning back to God), for if our relationship with God 

1313 John 19:30; Revelation 21:6, 7.
1314 John 8:31, 32, 36.
1315 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
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is of a righteous nature (within His righteousness), then we turn back 
to Him and the torment ceases! Torment which continues long 
enough, turns to complacency; for we no longer realize the 
predicament of spiritual depravity within which we are trapped. 

Summation 
Those unappreciative of God’s grace—take it for granted! They are 
rarely content, and thereby seek fulfillment of their own volition in 
most endeavors. Continually seeking fulfillment of “self” is based in 
idolatrous carnal love (fleshly narcissism), not the love of God imparted 
by grace through faith.1316 To focus upon “self” is not to focus upon the 
Lord, and thereby potentially receive His blessings! 

MOTIVATED BY GRACE 

I believe the intense, intimate love of God for humanity, has been dem-
onstrated since the very beginning of time.1317 Before He made the 
earth habitable, He knew each and every one of us; therefore, also those 
who would accept the reality of Jesus (Lord; Messiah), as well as those 
who would not!1318 This in itself demonstrates the intricate love of God 
in that He eagerly loved us, and created the world in a manner so as to 
be a blessed dwelling for His creation. We miss the immensity of God’s 
omnipotence, omnipresence and omniscience when we look for answers 
outside of the Bible; for within its pages (through the Holy Spirit) we 
discover Him, and every answer of utmost value!1319 God is far above 
all that He has created, yet for our sakes involves Himself within His 
creation!1320 God’s involvement with us my brethren—is the ultimate 
love in the entire universe, which is at this very moment focused upon 
each of us personally; by grace! 

Never have I personally witnessed such a tremendous explanation 
of God’s creation of the world, and the harm upon His creation which 
the sin of man has caused, as I have by the explanation of Dr. Carl Baugh. 
Dr. Baugh and his research team strove for many years to derive a cre-

1316 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, emphasis verse 5.
1317 Romans 1:20.
1318 Matthew 25:34; Ephesians 1:3, 4; 1 Peter 1:20, 21; 

for information—Christ/Messiah—John 1:41.
1319 1 Corinthians 2:12-14; Colossians 1:16, 17.
1320 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:13, 14; Hebrews 13:20, 21; 1 John 3:24.
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ation model which absolutely fits the explained events within Scripture. 
Dr. Baugh in his explanation of creation demonstrates: the immense 
love of God, the intricacy of creation for the sake of mankind and all 
living creatures, the absolute harmony with His children which He had 
intended, the harmful damage which man’s rebellion and inappropriate 
sin caused to the earth; which had been created in such splendor. I rec-
ommend witnessing Dr. Baugh’s model of creation!1321  

To the extent that we witness the abounding love of Jesus in all that 
He has created, and the extent in which our inappropriate behavior 
has caused such harm; hopefully will lead to an extent of turning from 
sin, and a focus upon Him through obedience. I cannot stress enough 
that God’s love for us is so very evident in all things He has created, 
including each of us! We too many times get caught up in the hustle 
bustle of life, which keeps us on the path to misunderstanding. We 
ought to stop, take a look at the beginning (creation—Genesis), then 
begin again walking with the Creator who has loved us with such im-
mense, intricate and abounding love! To witness God’s love through 
all He has created eliminates the necessity for “signs” (oth; saymeion) 
and “wonders” (mopheth; teras) which far too many believers feel are 
needed in order to believe.1322 

To understand the love of God is to realize one’s necessity to love 
Him in return. We seek in our life—true love, yet most look for it in 
all the wrong places. The Lord’s love for us is evidenced in all that 
He has done! Is our love for Him sufficient so as to be evidenced? Is 
our Christian demeanor evidenced by our actions within God’s right-
eousness, or is our faith solely to be found in words?1323 Please, let us 
look closely at ourselves and our attitudes in regard to the Lord.1324 
The love of our Lord has never varied or diminished one iota! His 
unsurpassed love is the basis for every great thing (or aspect) which 
we may experience in life. To focus upon Him is to submit to Him; 
which is to serve Him in thought, word, and deed. All successes within 
the faith are truly a matter of devotion; focus brings success, distrac-
tions bring detriment! 

1321 Creative Evidences Museum, Dr. Carl Baugh - Founder and Director, P.O. Box 309 
Glen Rose, TX. 76043 (254) 897-3200.

1322 1 Corinthians 1:21-24; Hebrews 11:1, 2; John 20:29.
1323 James 1:22; cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
1324 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
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To better understand the grace of our Lord, is to better understand 
our position in Him. As believers we all fall far short of the glory of 
God, yet by His grace there is no need for us to stay in the trenches of 
wretchedness derived from sin. When we realize our position in Christ 
(dead to sin), we realize that freedom is truly the potential before us; 
for this is freedom indeed.1325 To gain further understanding as to the 
grace of God and how it is so very much involved in our salvation and 
victory as believers, we can gain understanding by examining the as-
pects of our salvation. 

Let us now look at the aspects of our salvation by grace. This is my 
personal arrangement which I do not claim to be theologically correct 
according to the many different theologies. I include this now for the 
sole purpose of pointing out—GOD’S TREMENDOUS GRACE IN 
SAVING US FROM DEATH IN OUR SINS. 

Steps (aspects) of Salvation “Ordo Salutis” 
Ordo Salutis is an important issue within Systematic Theology, in un-
derstanding the application of redemption. The words “ordo salutis” 
literally mean—the way (or order) of salvation. This indicates a list of 
events by which God supplies salvation to the believer. The Ordo Salutis 
is an attempt to explain (by description) the relationship of the various 
aspects of salvation, all of which emphasize—GRACE. 

The considered importance of the Ordo Salutis within theology—it 
is an elaborate description of an unsaved individual being brought to 
salvation. The Ordo Salutis is a way to establish a sequence in the appli-
cation of redemption, so as to stay individual’s faith from any form of 
diminishing God’s sovereign grace. While reading the Ordo Salutis, 
please keep the love and grace of God foremost in your mind; this will 
allow focus to remain upon His lovingkindness which is truly everlast-
ing.1326 From the moment an individual becomes receptive of the 
Lordship and atonement of Jesus (Messiah), by the “drawing” process 
which comes from the Father, the love and grace of God carries them 
forward from that moment onward to all eternity; if the reality of the 
Christ (glory of Christ) was accepted appropriately with all sincerity, for 
this being a matter of acquiescent devotion, stipulates the necessity!1327 

1325 John 8:31, 32, 36.
1326 Psalm 136:1-26. 
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The Bible does not actually give us a structured Ordo Salutis. The 
Ordo Salutis is the product of theological reflection; to the extent it 
maintains Biblical truth, it is helpful. To whatever point an Ordo Salutis 
may serve to obscure Biblical truth, it is no longer helpful. Simply put—
the Ordo Salutis is a helpful tool when it allows a clear understanding 
as to the progression which leads to a true sincere faith and devotional 
surrender unto the authority of the Lord, and the atoning work which 
He performed (Savior). The Ordo Salutis lists the providential gifts 
from God in a more concise way, when all specifics of the Ordo Salutis 
are accomplished in Christ at the point of union.1328 

Arranging the Logical Relationship between the  
Various Elements of Salvation 

ELECTION  

Election is unto redemption in the Lord Jesus Christ. Election is ulti-
mately by God’s grace, and for the praise of His glory. Election is based 
on God’s foreknowledge of those who would and would not believe 
unto inevitable devotional submission, therefore for those who would 
say: election violates my free choice; election is unfair; election removes 
reason for evangelizing; election means the free offer of the gospel is 
insincere; I would reiterate: 
 

All have been given a measure of faith for the purpose of sound •
judgment; proportional with God’s will for each individual.1329 
This allows all individuals potential for knowledge of the truth, 
and saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; and this without 
exception! 
All individuals have had God’s laws of good and evil written •
upon their hearts.1330 All who have the ability to comprehend 
His moral laws, have the potential of obedience to them; this 
when in conjunction with the measure of faith given to each, 
increases the potential. This fact is demonstrated in the 
outstanding moral and considerate behavior of those who live 

1327 John 6:44-65; 14:6, 7; Romans 10:8-13, specific v. 9.
1328 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, emphasis vs. 30, 31; 2 Corinthians 1:20-22; Colossians 1:15-23.
1329 Romans 12:3.
1330 Romans 2:14-16.
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according to the golden rule; yet have no personal relationship 
with Jesus. 1331 

 
God is the potter and we are the clay; by what authority does the crea-
ture question the Creator who possesses eternal knowledge (archetypal) 
of all things.1332 The Lord in accordance to His immense lovingkindness 
seeks that none should perish, but that all would come—to knowledge 
of truth (non-believer); or come to repentance (someone who previously 
faced God)!1333  

God our Father seeking that none should perish has allowed all per-
sons a potential to know Him personally. This when combined with the 
fact that His power and nature can be seen in all which He has created; 
equals—all individuals have had, have now, or will have opportunity to 
decide whether or not to accept the lordship and atonement of Christ 
Jesus unto salvation.1334 Salvation—the greatest gift ever given; all per-
sons have only to accept it; this being contingent upon knowledge from 
God and true devotion; which are characteristics of God’s manifest grace! 

Election (in my opinion; this apart from dogmatic theology on the 
subject) is enveloped within God’s omniscience. The Lord knows all 
things throughout the entirety of His creation; included in this remains 
the knowledge of who will, and who will not accept the gift of Christ’s 
atonement and accept His imperative authority; which are both envel-
oped within God’s abounding grace. I personally believe that all are 
capable of knowing Jesus; yet those who choose the imperatives (sub-
mission, humility, devotion, knowledge) of “Life” are the elect.1335 God 
the Father draws and teaches us;1336 Jesus seeks and finds us;1337 and the 
Holy Spirit guides us.1338 

EFFECTUAL CALLING 

Effectual calling is within the realm of God’s immense, personal and 
abounding grace. The grace of God far surpasses any act or acts of sin-

1331 Matthew 7:12.
1332 Romans 9:20-29.
1333 Ezekiel 18:19-32, specific vs. 23, 32; 33:1-11, specific v. 11; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Peter 3:8, 9.
1334 Romans 1:16-32, specific vs. 18-23; 10:9-13; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; John 3:16-21.
1335 John 1:1-5; 11:25, 26; 14:1-11.
1336 John 6:44, 45.
1337 Luke 19:10.
1338 John 16:8-13; cf. James 4:7-10.
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fulness to which we are capable.1339 This grace given freely by God; 
within whom is found the essence of pure love, is efficacious in all 
knowledge and strength.1340 The effectual calling of God draws the elect 
to further appropriate choices, guiding them to conversion according 
to His will. 

CONVERSION  

Conversion is the point derived from God’s effectual drawing on those 
within whom is found sincerity, which places the individual at a point 
where a decision for God takes place; for conversion is a point where 
an individual is brought out from the dominion of darkness into the 
light of truth, where clarity of understanding allows the individual to 
make a decision for God foundational to sincerity and submission. 
Actual sincerity is the area where (unfortunately) far too many individ-
uals fail to enter; for multitudes throughout church history have failed 
in rendering true sincerity and reverence unto God; this due to self-
centered motives, or outright selfishness (narcissism); for true sincerity 
unto the Lord God, is foundational to volitional selfless submission 
unto the authority of the King (Jesus)!  

There are many (carnal believers) who believe that eloquent words 
can lead to salvation, or they desire Christ to be their Savior, yet not 
their Lord. This is not Biblical or spiritually sound! Conversion is the 
point of sincere acceptance of what God has done for us. The elect enter 
conversion with sincerity of heart and spirit; realizing that submission 
unto the authority of God is mandatory and imperative; while multi-
tudes fail to enter because of superficiality and wrong motives. 
Conversion occurs with understanding the wretchedness of the human 
sinful nature, and the volitional desire to surrender this nature unto the 
righteous authority of the Lord.1341 True conversion brings forth cleans-
ing and understanding regarding the imperatives of placing God first 
and foremost; in addition, understanding regarding the necessity to 
deny “self”!1342 

Individuals who are not truly converted due to personal selfish vo-
lition, are generally led henceforth upon the broad path of delusion and 

1339 Romans 5:20, 21.
1340 1 John 4:7-21; cf. Isaiah 55:9-11; Jeremiah 33:3.
1341 Acts 26:12-18; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10.
1342 Matthew 16:24-26.
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continued unrighteousness; for any attempts to supposedly accept and 
submit to God foundational to one’s own selfish motives, are attempts 
which are foundational to double-mindedness and self-centeredness! 

ADOPTION 

When the elect willfully surrender themselves unto the Lord and His 
authority, they are brought into God’s family by grace. Because it is by 
grace that we are saved, and it is by God’s efficacious grace that we find 
our way to Him; adoption is therefore the result of “grace”; lest anyone 
boast in and of themselves.1343 

Adoption as sons and daughters of God brings us fully into His 
family, and under His masterful leadership; with actually following the 
Lord contingent upon times of humble submission and surrender, as 
“self” must be denied for the imperative of following to be accomplished. 
We become heirs according to the faithfulness of God, and heirs of 
righteous service found in Christ Jesus our Lord.1344 Adoption places 
us within the very essence of love, which is the Lord; the only question 
being—will our love for Him motivate us to actually follow His right-
eous leadership!  

JUSTIFICATION / REGENERATION 

Justification is to be just or right (righteous) before God. Justification 
is an act (not a process) of God’s free grace; for it involves a pardon 
from sin, bringing forth righteousness in His sight. Justification (full 
pardon) is not because of anything inherent to us, but because of the 
righteousness of Christ imputed (reckoned) unto us. Justification can 
be determined as a treatment of God unto the elect, for He declares 
us righteous; for Jesus is righteous and we are in Him. Believers are 
declared to have the righteousness of God Himself, this by grace 
through faith in His only begotten Son.1345 This is determined by God’s 
being just; and the One who justifies.1346 The Lord justifies even the 
doers of the Law (Mosaic and Levitical), as obedience to the Law never 
justified anyone!1347 The efficacious work of God brought us near from 

1343 Ephesians 2:1-10; John 6:42-51; 14:5-10; Hebrews 6:13-20.
1344 Romans 8:12-17; Galatians 3:18-29; 2 Timothy 2:3-13; cf. Philippians 1:27-30.
1345 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; cf. Romans 10:1-4.
1346 Psalm 51:1-13; Romans 3:1-6, 19-28.
1347 Romans 2:1-16.
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afar (reconciliation) (Ephesians 2:13); through the gracious atonement 
(at-one-ment) of Jesus.1348 

Regeneration is the process by which God takes us from the realm of 
carnal sin and spiritual death (darkness), and brings us to the realm of 
righteousness and life (light).1349 When Jesus enters the life of an indi-
vidual, they at that point (born again) are changed (regenerated, 
transformed).1350 At the point of regeneration old things have gone and 
the possibility for new things has come.1351 Failure to realize the distinct 
two natures and the fact of deliverance, generally leads to remaining 
within the old nature of sinful bondage, rather than realizing freedom 
in the nature of Christ (Christ-likeness); which all true believers can 
receive by grace.1352 It must be understood at this point; the blessings 
of God, i.e. growth within: sanctification, faith, perseverance, and Christ-
likeness will only occur during times of appropriate: denial of “self,” 
humble submission, and disciplined obedience; for although the Lord 
seeks that we mature and grow appropriately within the spiritual rela-
tional reality, we alone cause the hindrances by inappropriate carnality, 
dysfunctional focus, and the seeking of one’s own volition rather than 
the good, acceptable and perfect will of God to be fulfilled!1353 With 
this now stated, that which follows will be more easily understood. 

SANCTIFICATION 

Realizing justification and regeneration to have occurred, leads us to 
realized humility in submitting to God for progressive sanctification. 
The Holy Spirit works within us conforming us to the righteous image 
of Christ, by changing our very nature and demeanor.1354  

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? 

Two parties are responsible for sanctification occurring in the believer; 
the Lord and the believer. God set into motion the sanctification of 
the elect whom He also justified (definitive).1355 The work of sanctifi-

1348 Romans 5:1-11; 10:4-13.
1349 John 1:9-13; Ephesians 2:1-7.
1350 John 3:1-7; 1 Peter 1:22-25; Colossians 3:1-11; cf. Romans 12:1-3.
1351 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
1352 Romans 6:3-7, 15-23; Ephesians 1:3-14.
1353 John 3:4-21; Romans 12:1-21; 1 Timothy 6:1-19.
1354 1 Corinthians 6:17-20; Philippians 1:6; 2:12-18.
1355 Romans 8:29, 30.
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cation (progressive) continuing smoothly or hindered, depending on 
the willful acceptance and submission to the work by the believer. 
Sanctification is the act or work of being set apart for God and made 
holy. Set apart from: the ways of the world; selfish desires and personal 
volition (individuality).1356 The work of sanctification leads us to live 
our life for God and others, this being the difference between those 
who love Jesus and those who do not (yet think and profess that they 
do). This work of the Lord in the life of the believer is that which dem-
onstrates the believer’s submission to do the will of God; thus we are 
truly known by His fruits within us. Please reference the difference 
between the deeds mentioned in Galatians 5:19-21, and the fruits men-
tioned in Galatians 5:22, 23; signifying the difference by the standard 
mentioned in Galatians 5:24-26. 

We as believers must have faith in order to please God.1357 We as 
believers should realize that it is God who both wills and works for His 
own good pleasure; this diametrically opposed to the volition and works 
of the flesh! When we realize these facts, we will realize the imperative 
for our willful submission, which allows Him to guide our steps.1358 
When a believer understands that all goodness comes from God, they 
can then gain the “assurance” of God’s love which is necessary to remain 
on solid ground.1359 With the assurance of God’s love and a true un-
derstanding of His justifying us, we can have peace in having gained a 
realistic understanding as to His grace, and in this we find “peace of 
conscience.”1360  

When believers have gained peace which is derived from under-
standing as to God’s lovingkindness and grace, we can accept “joy” from 
the Holy Spirit; this joy allowing us to look beyond the harshness of 
worldly sin, wretchedness, and who we were prior to God’s blessings.1361 
With this sense of joy within the believer, we have contentment so as 
to receive grace more freely, thus allowing us to focus our thoughts 
upon good and acceptable things.1362 The believer who has gained as-

1356 Luke 10:27; Galatians 5:14, 15; Romans 12:18-13:14; James 2:8-20; 4:3-10; 1 John 2:15-17.
1357 Hebrews 11:6.
1358 Philippians 2:12, 13; cf. Proverbs 16:9; Jeremiah 10:23, 24.
1359 James 1:17, 18; Galatians 5:22, 23.
1360 1 John 3:21-24.
1361 Philippians 4:6-9.
1362 Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10.
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surance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, and 
appropriation of grace; then willfully accepts the strength from God so 
as to persevere to the end. When we practice walking with God through 
a better understanding and grasp of His blessings, we then respond to 
Him in a more spontaneous and devotional manner, which then dimin-
ishes our fleshly desires and motives. In this we journey further from 
the flesh; submitting more to the Holy Spirit for spiritual growth and 
comfort in service; we decrease, and He increases!1363 

God seeks to bless all believers with abounding grace and loving-
kindness, for He called us into such blessings. As believers we can remain 
adamant regarding the godliness (holiness; abstinence from sin) to which 
we have been called and led by the Lord, or we can allow the distractions 
of the world to hinder our growth in grace. This is where “contentment” 
is so very necessary, lest we fall prey to selfishness and greed.1364 
Appropriate focus leads to increased and improved learning and growth 
in sanctification, whereas distractions lead to slower less effective growth 
and knowledge. The Lord’s hand is never slow to take us where He wills 
we go, so it is the devotional motivation of the believer, or lack thereof, 
within sanctification which allows spiritual growth or stagnation. Two 
parties are involved in the sanctification process; One is faithful, the 
other is not!1365 

If individuals have truly died to sin (identified themselves as being 
crucified with Christ), the imperative follows that they would seek to 
yield themselves as instruments of God’s righteousness. This is the basis 
of definitive and progressive sanctification working one after the other 
for the duration of believer’s lives; so that grace may be appropriated 
and utilized for growth into the image of Christ.1366 The progressive 
aspect of sanctification includes a continuous seeking to distance oneself 
from secular desires and sin (carnality), while narrowing gaps which 
exist in our relationship with the Lord. This progression leads to right-
eous zeal in maintaining one’s renewed life in Christ, which is evidenced 
(in reality) by one’s motivation to remain separated unto God for the 
purpose of abounding sanctification. Remaining separate (set apart) is 
a primary lacking desire which causes detriment to the faith of many 

1363 Romans 8:12-14; John 3:30.
1364 1 Timothy 6:6-8; Colossians 3:5.
1365 2 Timothy 2:13.
1366 Romans 6:5-11; Romans 8:12-15.
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believers.1367 Our steps are either toward or away from godliness, as we 
also endeavor toward or away from the Lord; for there is no reality of 
doing both simultaneously.  

Focus within the life of each individual believer is imperative, if pro-
gressive sanctification is to continue without hindrance. Believers should 
allow the Holy Spirit to bring forth continual purification, to counter 
the effects of the sinful nature. The believer should seek to be strength-
ened in the inner being for the purpose of conforming to the image of 
Christ; therefore believers should seek to grow (come out of spiritual 
infancy) in the faith.1368  

The victory of the saints (believers) is found only through faith.1369 
True faith leads to submission unto the Holy Spirit for success; for all 
true believers realize how futile it is to trust in oneself. One’s spiritual 
walk (by faith) is based solely upon one’s submission to willfully follow 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Definitive sanctification began the sep-
aration process, and progressive sanctification allows believers to be 
strengthened within by the power, wisdom and understanding of God 
on a continued basis.1370 The growth which comes from the beginning 
(definitive) and continued (progressive) dynamics of sanctification, 
makes evident the effectiveness of God’s grace in the daily walk, and 
very demeanor of each believer. 

All Christians are responsible to progress (grow) in sanctification. 
Effort should be rendered on the part of all believers, as it is a require-
ment of our warfare. God has made wonderful promises to all who 
believe, yet it is the responsibility of each believer to claim the promises. 
The believers claiming the promises of God was and is ordained by 
God, who stated that our effort must be one of diligence of which en-
durance and perseverance are necessary.1371 Although God said that 
our servanthood would not be easy by any means, He did state that it 
would not be burdensome; this found in the believer’s devotional stren-
uous effort to walk with God in His work of sanctification from 
within.1372 

1367 1 Timothy 4:6-11; 6:8-12; 2 Peter 1:5-11.
1368 Ephesians 4:14-16; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 2 Corinthians 4:15-18; Hebrews 5:12-14.
1369 1 John 5:4, 5.
1370 Colossians 1:9-14.
1371 Matthew 10:22; Romans 5:1-5.
1372 1 John 5:1-3.
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Backsliding—Hindrance to Sanctification 
Based on experience and the reality of the many distractions present in 
the world today, we recognize that Christians can; to a greater or lesser 
degree; fall away from the gospel pattern of sanctification and the 
Christian life. This falling away from the standard of holiness set forth 
by God is witnessed though Scripture accounts such as: 
 

Abraham lying about Sarah (Genesis 20:1-18). •
David’s having committed adultery and murder (2 Samuel •
11:3-17). 
Peter’s having denied the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:69-75). •

 
The Westminster Confession of Faith states the four reasons for back-
sliding to be: the temptation of Satan (our adversary), the temptation 
of the world, the corruption that remains within all humans, one’s neg-
lect of the means of grace. Within these four reasons are also found: 
failure to read the Gospel, and failure to pray. 

There are several results of backsliding, some include: God is dis-
pleased with those who backslide, for He is never pleased by our 
intentional sin; the Holy Spirit is grieved by sin; there is a loss of physical 
and spiritual comfort. Some may say that there is a loss of God’s grace 
when an individual commits sin, yet this cannot be so; for where sin in-
creases grace abounds all the more.1373 Many of God’s blessings will be 
withdrawn on account of sin; hearts are hardened (calloused) by sin, 
and conscience wounded by sin. Many times this is increased by the 
fact of others being made to pay the consequences of our sinfulness.  

Too many times the outlying consequences of backsliding is neither 
considered nor guarded against. Many times the backsliding of a believer 
is all the excuse non-believing individuals need to stay away from the 
Gospel truth of salvation. Too many eagerly await the opportunity to 
catch a Christian in sin, so they can point the finger of blame. It is un-
fortunate that we quickly forget how our behavior will be witnessed, 
and in this forgetfulness our light dims inappropriately. 

The potential for backsliding continually exists in the lives of all 
believers. God in His infinite mercy and grace has allowed us the 
“means” (faith, grace and reverence) necessary to remain shielded from 

1373 Romans 5:20.
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the distractions which are sure to be utilized against believers. The 
means (tools) of protection given us by God rendered for our spiritual 
success must be accepted and utilized if they are to be effective. God 
inspires us to accept and use His gifts for spiritual success; our adversary 
(Satan) attempts to distract us into using tools of our own devices in 
the physical realm, which are powerless against foes and influences 
from the spiritual realm. These distractions and attempts to utilize 
human devices (pride and arrogance) for success in the spiritual realm, 
lead only to defeat and further deception unto increased backsliding. 

The surety of our (believers) salvation is based upon the faithfulness 
of God. Christ provided the sacrifice which cleanses our consciences 
and spirit from sinful acts, for His offering has made all true believers 
acceptable to God.1374 God provides believers (His legitimate children) 
with every good thing so that we may do His will.1375 When believers 
backslide they tend to doubt God’s faithfulness, as they mistrust them-
selves and doubt any good thing; this derived from assuming God’s 
faithfulness to be topsy-turvy like our own. It is never wise to compare 
God with ourselves, for He is always (divinely) faithful! In this we may 
also understand that as God is faithful to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness and forgive us upon our confessing known sin, we should also 
forgive ourselves and thereby move forward in God’s strength and grace. 

Backsliding causes physical, mental and spiritual anguish, generally 
leading to further anguish and increased doubt. This is where trusting 
in the faithfulness of God is so imperative; for in this (His faithfulness) 
we understand and receive cleansing, leading to full potential restoration 
of fellowship with Him; at a time of His choosing; in whom is our vic-
tory. When God’s legitimate children doubt Him, it is not their salvation 
which is jeopardized but rather their focus and hope; for we remain 
stagnant and stationary rather than moving onward toward God’s up-
ward call which is in Christ Jesus.1376  

Sanctification is the work of being made holy, and set apart from the 
world, unto God; leading to spiritual growth in the life of individual 
believers. In this aspect (sanctification) of the Ordo Salutis, the believer 
plays one important role—this role being “humble submission” (a perse-

1374 Hebrews 10:14.
1375 Hebrews 13:20, 21.
1376 Philippians 3:8-14.
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vered act of disciplined devotion) so as to remain “set apart for God!” 
Due the necessity of God being able to work within actual adopted chil-
dren, it is imperative for the purpose of unhindered spiritual growth 
that believers willfully submit for the purpose of change. Although God 
does His work with absolute perfection, He will not force change upon 
a believer; but rather gives grace upon grace so we may willfully submit 
to remain openly accepting of His blessings for spiritual growth. Please 
remember—the beauty of God’s grace far surpasses the power and wret-
chedness of sin; therefore we alone are responsible for hindrance within 
God’s work of sanctification. The primary hindrances occur generally 
due to foolish failure to deny one’s old nature—“volitional self,” which 
always seeks to lead; for with denial of the old, the potential for the 
new—devotion to God obediently follows the masterful leadership of 
the King, thereby receiving the blessings associated.1377 

The spiritual growth of many believers is hindered throughout the 
entirety of their corporeal existence! As Christians, we many times are 
our own worst enemy when it comes to growth into the image of Christ. 
Too many believers: do not study the Bible so the power of the Word 
can train them for the purpose of righteous growth; remain ignorant 
of Satan’s schemes, and thereby remain continually distracted; constantly 
lose appropriate focus, and thereby clarity of purpose; forgetting the 
aforementioned aspects of the Ordo Salutis, and therefore forget they 
are a new creation in Christ, which many times takes them back (again 
and again) where they were.1378 PLEASE REMEMBER—OUR VIC-
TORY IS WITHIN OUR BEING IDENTIFIED WITH CHRIST 
IN DEATH TO CARNALITY; FOR THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF 
OUR BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT!1379 

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

The Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification is tremendous and filled with 
grace! This step (sanctification) renders the power necessary to grad-
uate to the step of persevering; the efficiency of this transition being 
hindered only by inappropriate attitudes, behavior and focus in the life 

1377 Matthew 16:24-26; Romans 5:12-21; 6:1-23; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 
Colossians 3:1-17.

1378 Romans 8:1-17; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Timothy 2:20-23.
1379 Ephesians 4:1-6; Romans 6:1-14; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; 1 Peter 4:1-19; James 4:3-10; 

1 John 2:1-27.
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of individuals. The only thing a believer can do which pleases God is 
to have faith; in faith devotionally submitting so that He may do His 
work!1380 When we fail to realize that our success is founded solely in 
the Lord, we tend to trust in ourselves and thereby fall.1381 

The perseverance of the saints is derived from trust and hope in 
God, for the Lord equips us for righteous service. When a believer 
places focus elsewhere than upon the Lord, perseverance will not result! 
Badly distracted believers will not willfully suffer for Christ; therefore 
perseverance is voided as not necessary. Many believers do not enter 
into service because their motives are un-righteous, thereby leading to 
spiritual failures and defeat, for they are without the defensive weaponry 
to endure.1382 Many believers, who fail terribly in aspects of servanthood 
(Christianity), do so because they seek rewards and the blessing of being 
equipped by attempting to go around the cross rather than to it! This 
is a form of denial as to one’s calling, for we are indeed called to suffer 
for Christ Jesus.1383 This calling makes evident the necessary aspect of 
the Ordo Salutis called “perseverance.” Perseverance is the ability to 
maintain one’s appropriate walk for Christ within the trying times of 
human existence, therefore willful submission to and acceptance of 
God’s strength. Perseverance involves maintaining the ability to look 
beyond trouble, to one’s future with Jesus (utilizing the helmet of sal-
vation), thereby rendering the ability to look past harsh circumstance.1384 

GLORIFICATION  

Glorification is the ultimate final aspect (stage) of the Ordo Salutis. 
Glorification is solely the work of God which will occur at the first res-
urrection, when the temporal will become imperishable. Glorification 
is the point when we will see Jesus in His glory, for we will be like Him; 
having our conformity to His image divinely completed.1385 

To be glorified by the Lord, is to never be tempted by sin or the 
inappropriate again! Ever! Glorification will allow us to witness the ab-
solute glory of the Lord! Glorification is (in my opinion) so immense 

1380 Hebrews 11:1-6; Philippians 1:6; 2:12-16.
1381 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 10:1-13, emphasis vs. 12, 13; cf. Proverbs 16:16-25.
1382 Ephesians 6:10-18.
1383 Philippians 1:27-30; 2 Timothy 2:3-10; 3:10-17; 1 Peter 2:18-25.
1384 Hebrews 12:1-11.
1385 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; cf. 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 1 John 3:1-3.
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and wonderful, that it is beyond human comprehension. Although some 
may think and teach that we are glorified even now in our corporeal 
bodies (reference—Romans 8:30), this is as they have failed to realize 
that every aspect of our salvation is founded upon the faithfulness of 
God. “It is finished” (John 19:30); “It is done” (Revelation 21:6). To be 
glorified is to be fully and completely conformed to the image of Christ; 
which is God’s ultimate purpose for all believers. Truly our surety is 
founded upon God’s grace and faithfulness, for in His eyes every step 
of our salvation is certain; therefore considered already complete at the 
point of our adoption! 

More on Grace 
God is never begrudging in His giving of grace, for He knows that aside 
from Him we can do nothing of a righteous or good nature! God’s grace 
is given freely to all who come with a devotion to receive, yet this is 
like a tug of war for many believers; for we ask God to take control, 
while failing to release control to Him. How many times have we asked 
God to deliver us from a situation, then we continue to fight the battle 
ourselves? When we tug of war with God, we fail to realize He is for 
us, not against us; when we are seeking to walk within His will. In cases 
of tug of war with God, we are against ourselves!1386  

God’s forgiveness is full and complete according to His grace. We 
may say “how can God forgive such an offense”; this we say forgetting 
that grace is never deserved (unmerited favor). We are who we are in 
Christ solely by the grace of God; this is why our justification is an act 
of God in declaring us righteous. When we realize that God’s grace is 
giving to us that which we neither deserve nor merit, then we can elim-
inate the human factor from grace, as there is no human factor involved. 
We deserve death in sin, yet He makes us alive in Christ; for this has 
everything to do with the love of God, of which we are the recipients 
according to His grace. It is just that simple! If you want to receive 
God’s grace, then thank Him; for His grace is before us at all times. We 
have but to: appropriate, grasp hold, bask within, and be blessed!1387 

One of the greatest hindrances to our receiving God’s grace is our 
own motives. If our love is first and foremost for God, then our motives 

1386 Romans 8:31-37.
1387 Psalm 103:10-14; Jeremiah 29:11-13.



will be in conjunction with our relationship with Him.1388 When our 
motives are in conjunction with idolatry for oneself or other physical 
aspects of the world, then we will attempt to gain God’s blessing aside 
from His grace and will.1389 Why is it so hard for us to realize that 
God’s grace is our second greatest blessing, for His grace freely gives 
us our greatest potential!1390 When we fail to realize the simplicity of 
receiving the grace of God, we then continue our attempts to earn the 
blessing which is freely given (and is never earned nor merited by 
human effort).1391 Rather than attempting boldness in our own en-
deavors, let’s place boldness in going to God’s throne of grace so He 
may do His work in and through us. Please remember, our life has ev-
erything to do with Him; aside from His loving us and allowing us to 
be instruments of His righteousness, it has nothing to do with us!1392 
Saying “what is in it for me” brings considerable opposition to the re-
ceiving of grace. 

Being saved and strengthened by God’s grace is where Christianity 
stands apart from religion. Although many denominations fail to un-
derstand and teach this very important fact, the truth remains that works 
aside from the fruits of the Holy Spirit manifested in a believer’s life, 
are futile in pleasing God or obtaining salvation. Many religions seek 
to know God while yet seeking to work one’s way to heaven, and this 
as human pride cannot grasp the absence of the human factor in salva-
tion to actually be a good thing. The religion of Islam believes in one 
true God, yet they remain entrapped in thinking that human endeavors 
help in achieving salvation. It remains a shame that with the immensity 
of God’s grace, that many yet cannot simply acknowledge salvation by 
grace through faith; thus many fail to accept life eternal graciously with 
appropriate thanksgiving.  

Many Christian religious denominations fail in regard to acceptance 
of God’s grace through faith; this as denominationalism is in accordance 
to human religious doctrines (doctrines of demons)!1393 Many denom-
inations hold to human equations in attempts to please God, while yet 

1388 Proverbs 16:2, 3; 2 Timothy 2:22.
1389 John 12:42, 43; Colossians 2:18, 19.
1390 Romans 5:15, 16, 12:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 15:10.
1391 Jeremiah 31:3; 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.
1392 Romans 5:18; 6:17, 18; 10:1-4.
1393 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
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criticizing other denominations and religions for doing the same. 
Failure to realize only God can work in us those things pleasing to 
Him, leads many to criticize others, whereas all attempts to please God 
aside from His grace working in us, are inappropriate. Some Christian 
religious denominations (Catholicism and others) believe that measures 
of God’s grace are received by the taking of communion and other rit-
ualistic acts of worship; nothing could be further from the truth!1394 
How can human efforts in the physical realm possibly warrant the giv-
ing of grace, when grace is never merited? Grace is given us by God 
solely according to Christ’s atoning work on the cross! Any attempts 
by man to say grace is manifested by an act of human works, is to as-
sociate grace with the Law; for the Law was the way of self-help (and 
to point out sin), and grace is given as we are incapable of truly helping 
ourselves. Grace is truly sufficient, for it is based solely in God’s lov-
ingkindness and faithfulness!1395 

 
Our only business is to love God, and delight ourselves in Him. 
All kinds of disciplines, no matter how rugged, are quite useless 
if not motivated by love for God.  

Brother Lawrence,  
The Practice of the Presence of God. 

 
Because we know that God’s will for all believers is our sanctification, 
do you suppose that He gives us grace (unmerited favor and strength) 
for this purpose?1396 The basis of the perfect moral law which is the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is absolutely different than the basis 
for the written Mosaic and Levitical Laws given to the Israelites. Too 
many believers fail to make the distinction between the two, in attempts 
to make excuses for failure to turn away from sin. To love the Lord is 
to walk in a manner pleasing to Him, by submission so that He may 
work grace abounding acts of righteousness and goodness in our lives. 
To make excuses for failure to submit by inane thinking that we are not 
under any form of law (antinomianism) is to make excuses as to why 
we are failing to love our Lord. Although we are not under Law as a 

1394 Isaiah 29:13-16.
1395 Romans 3:21-31; 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; Ephesians 1:5-10; 4:7; 2 Timothy 1:8-11; 

2 Thessalonians 1:11, 12; 2 Peter 1:2-9.
1396 1 John 5:2, 3.
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basis for our salvation, this does not mean that God has released us to 
licentious behavior; for anyone to believe that God’s grace has given us 
permission to do so, is to boldly take His grace for granted! He did not 
render grace to be taken for granted, yet being the free gift which it is, 
many will surely take it for granted in a manner as they do most things. 
To accept it for the purpose for which it (GRACE) is given, which is for 
our progressive sanctification (if born again); or to take it for granted 
on account of selfishness, is a decision we all must make. To accept it 
for the sake of righteousness unto spiritual successes and deliverance, 
or take it for granted unto spiritual detriment and stagnation; the choice 
rests with each of us. God does not remove His grace when it is taken 
for granted, but rather gives more grace so it may be grasped within 
His lovingkindness; for our foolishness never nullifies God’s grace. To 
love God is to submit so He may work that which is pleasing to Him.1397 
His lovingkindness is truly everlasting; for He is wonderfully awesome 
all the time!1398 

To realize the second greatest blessing we can receive to be grace, 
and this in addition to God himself (first greatest blessing), is to reach 
out in prayer by faith to appropriate all that is necessary. The Apostle 
Paul knew this, which is why he said that we should pray without ceas-
ing.1399 The apostles lived a life surrounded by sinfulness and love of 
self, just as we do today. They came to realize the necessity of God’s 
grace in every aspect of their lives, just as also we should learn this most 
important fact! To receive grace in abundance is to receive the strength 
necessary to succeed in a world of torment and many inappropriate 
types of behavior; and to stay from un-righteous forms of worship. Being 
a frail and foolish human being, I know I need all the grace I can get! 
How about you? When the Lord told Paul that His grace was sufficient, 
He was instructing Paul to keep his focus in the spiritual realm, for vic-
tory in the physical realm (walking by faith). Paul had placed his focus 
upon his physical ailment at one point, and the Lord was blessing him 
with the truth of priorities! God must come first; therefore He must 
remain the center of our focus.1400 

1397 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; 2 Corinthians 5:9; Ephesians 5:7-10.
1398 Psalm 136:1-26.
1399 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
1400 Hebrews 12:1-3.
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The grace of God is abounding beyond our ability to understand! 
This is why His grace is greater than our overwhelming foolishness, 
pride and arrogance. Why believers are content to grasp the grace nec-
essary in order to be saved, then refuse to accept the strength (power) 
of God’s grace for everyday endeavors, is truly hard to fathom. I could 
go on and on about the wonderment of God’s grace! Truly I hope that 
spiritual success within the grace of God shall be yours in abundance! 

 
Moral law is more than a test; it is for man’s own good. Every 
law that God has given has been for man’s benefit. If man 
breaks it, he is not only rebelling against God; he is hurting 
himself. 

Billy Graham 
 
Please understand—during this “dispensation of grace,” God is not 
angry with humanity; but rather seeks to reconcile all unto Himself 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.1401 We are at a special time in Biblical 
history, for the commandments set before us are but two—love God 
first and foremost, and others. Never has salvation been so simple, as 
the decision by all is but to accept the atonement of Christ’s tremendous 
sacrifice, understand who Jesus is (reality of the Christ; glory of Christ), 
accept and submit to the Lord’s authority, and believe in His resurrec-
tion in order to be saved.1402 This is entirely by the grace of God, with 
only the faith of a mustard seed necessary that eternal life may be given 
freely by God. He has loved us with such great love; this is the ministry 
of reconciliation which we are to proclaim.1403 So simple, yet compli-
cated as by the foolishness of manmade doctrine. Please love the Lord, 
and tell others of His love; for salvation is now closer than when we 
first believed!1404 Once we are born again of the Holy Spirit at the time 
of our conversion, the Lord will begin a fabulous work within us, which 
He also will complete. Once again the beginning and the final result is 
by God’s abounding grace. Please let us keep it simple—GOD’S 
GRACE IS SUFFICIENT!  

1401 Romans 5:6-11.
1402 Romans 10:8-13; Hebrews 5:8-10.
1403 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
1404 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2.
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Personal Note: It is hoped that including the Ordo Salutis has been 
helpful in understanding the immensity of God’s grace. It is also hoped 
that this has made summation as to our not only being saved by grace, 
but also empowered by grace so as to live the victorious Christian 
life.1405 Apology, if I have failed to emphasize our necessity of God’s 
grace, for truly it is the greatest gift ever given. Our failure to realize 
this leads to our always seeking more; as aforementioned, which leads 
to discontentment. Please ask the Lord for truth; for with reception of 
truth comes forth contentment in life; for with the rendering and re-
ceiving of truth within the spiritual relational reality, the wonderment 
of His grace will become evident. 

Atonement (At-one-ment) 
The value of the atonement is based upon the authority and dignity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Being based upon Him who is the foundation of 
absolute truth, the atonement having meritorious infinite value would 
save all humanity; had all individuals chosen to accept the free gift of 
salvation by grace through faith. No man has ever been lost because of 
any deficiency in the atonement of Christ; the difficulties lie within the 
wretchedness of the human sinful nature.1406 

Armenian doctrine states that Christ came to save all men; that He 
died and thereby atoned for all, even those that finally perish. Since the 
atonement was of infinite value as aforementioned, this would essentially 
be correct. The elect effectually drawn to salvation by God’s efficacious 
grace, will of course come under the atonement of Christ; also shall 
those who summit to (believe) the truth of the Gospel, as from reception 
of it. God’s efficacious grace brings forth all spiritual reckoning! 

It may be argued that the atonement of Christ is solely for the elect. 
It can easily be defended that the atonement of Christ is for all humanity, 
as God seeks that none should perish. It can be debated whether there 
is need of evangelism and the proclamation of the Gospel, if indeed 
only the elect shall be saved. It can be discussed as to whether any of us 
actually has any part in bringing another to the truth of the Gospel, 
which can set them free from sin, death and worldly bondage. In all 
these things we must remember that God’s ways are much higher than 

1405 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 6:1-21; 2 Timothy 2:1-26.
1406 Proverbs 4:23-27; 27:19; Psalm 14:1-3; Jeremiah 18:12; Matthew 15:18-20a.
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our own! In this we must also remember that the Lord having fore-
knowledge of all things for all time; knows the outcome from eternity 
past. The Lord knows: who will reach who with the Gospel of salvation, 
who will be seen (their demeanor witnessed) by whom, who will be 
saved and who will not, who will serve with pure motives, and who will 
serve but themselves, who will walk upright, and who will not! Armed 
with these facts and the fact that God is not a man who will change His 
mind, we can deduce that our work must continue without hesitation.1407  

We should trust in our Lord (walking by faith) to take us where we 
must be, lest we walk by sight as do the many. We ought not to debate 
the ways of the Lord, and thereby fall stagnant in our evangelism. We 
should never assume nor demand the Lord act according to our voli-
tion, but rather we ought to do our best through obedience—knowing 
the outcome is fully under God’s control (examples—Genesis 18:23-
33; Jeremiah 18:7-12). We should step out in faith gently in love, trust 
God’s love and grace to be available to all—lest we become puffed up 
believing our endeavors to bring forth salvation fruition; we must exalt 
God with our heart, soul, mind and strength according to the humility 
blessed us by Christ’s atonement! We praise God for His divine work, 
we praise God for His mercy and grace, we praise God and give Him 
thanks in all things; because this is His will for our lives. Some things 
are just that simple! 

I I )  DEVOTIONAL FAITH 

Unlike the many who believe that eloquent words and superficial belief 
is acceptable; the truth remains that God witnesses the very essence of 
our motives! It is unfortunate that many throughout history will find 
they are destined to be eternally separated from God; having believed 
some supposed spiritual leader, and this due to the foolishness that our 
superficial behavior (façade) has somehow fooled God in a like manner 
as it fooled us and others. The Levitical Law of the Old Testament dem-
onstrated to the Jews that God is absolutely precise in all things (purity, 
holiness, righteousness, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge); this 
must be remembered when coming into His presence! We would do 
well to remember this most important fact when we seek fellowship 
with the Lord, for He is never mocked or fooled (deceived)!1408 Ever! 

1407 1 Timothy 4:10.
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The first and foremost commandment has always been to love the 
Lord with all of our: heart, soul, mind, and strength!1409 Do you suppose 
there is a wonderful reason for this? Could it be that if our devotion is 
sincere, then our relationship with Him will maintain sincerity also! It 
is hoped that the aforementioned in regard to God’s grace and loving-
kindness toward us, will help in the realization that our relationship 
with Him should never be taken for granted! It is also hoped that the 
aforementioned will help in realization regarding necessity of devotional 
sincerity in all endeavors of life (thought, word, and deed); for our lives 
ought to be presented for His glory.1410 

 Many personal visitations have been made to many different church 
services, where at the end of the service they have an altar call. During 
the altar call, people are asked to come forward if they have never 
trusted Christ for their salvation. Those coming forward are then asked 
to repeat a simple prayer which in many different forms basically 
claims acceptance of Christ’s atonement for one’s sins; this accepting 
Jesus solely as Savior. The folks are then told they are now a Christian 
and thus saved from the penalty of death. This is not correct in any 
sense of the Biblical standard, for devotional faith must be present in 
order to be born again of the Holy Spirit.1411 How many folks will 
have believed themselves to be saved by such foolishness as this, finding 
out when it is too late that their salvation was never sound, as they 
had not received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit due to a false con-
fession of faith?1412 

Although works are not necessary for salvation; devotional sincerity, 
knowledge, and faith is mandatory! For a person to understand the fool-
ishness of a simple confession without sincere faith and acceptance in 
the atonement of Christ, they would first have to realize the curtailment 
of the altar call. For any supposed spiritual leader to proclaim salvation 
by a simple confession without actual knowledge and faith of both 
Christ’s identity (Lord of all) and the resurrection is for the supposed 
spiritual leader to serve Satan by deceiving individuals; as they remain 

1408 Galatians 6:1-10; 1 John 1:1-10.
1409 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40.
1410 Romans 4:16-5:21; 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:5-11:1; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18; 

Philippians 2:1-11.
1411 Romans 10:8-13.
1412 Matthew 7:13-27; 13:1-23; cf. Luke 8:11-18.
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ignorant (without knowledge).1413 One person’s deception may lead to 
hundreds or even thousands of others being deceived; thus the number 
of converts within a congregation may be terribly bogus. Could this 
possibly be because of the plethora of ministers and Pastors who serve 
money, not God; which of course would never happen, if individuals 
would not choose unto themselves positions of service which are actually 
designated by the Holy Spirit?1414 Could this possibly be because of the 
pride involved in the claiming of numbers, as one supposed congrega-
tional leader attempts to best another; which of course would never 
happen if focus remained upon God? If a congregation has claimed one 
thousand to have been converted to Christianity, yet only five were sin-
cere within actual knowledge and devotional faith, then nine hundred 
and ninety five have been deceived; thus a terrible defeat, yet I would 
praise God for the five!1415 

What is it that we must believe and confess, in order to be saved by 
the grace of God? When the Gospel makes reference to the heart, it 
makes reference to sincerity and devotion! As aforementioned, there is 
no place for superficial or nonchalant faith and confessions, or forms 
of superficial or nonchalant worship in regard to the Lord God of all 
creation! Although it is simply by God’s grace (which includes God’s 
divine work within the “drawing” process) that individuals are saved; 
not groups of individuals; it must be understood that it is with great 
difficulty that a single individual is saved, lest it be in vain. This is the 
reason that actual knowledge must precede one’s confession of faith 
unto God, for a true acceptance of both the authority and resurrection 
of and in the Lord must be present within the individual or their words 
mean nothing! A poll was tallied several years ago after discussing the 
resurrection with hundreds of pastors and ministers, with a large per-
centage of those polled admitting to uncertainty regarding the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is pathetic; as if these supposed church 
leaders have no certainty as by devotional faith, how can those within 
their congregations be led to any form of certainty! Could this be be-
cause far too many sermons contain what is desired to be heard 
(whimsical desires; rhetorical confabulation), rather than adhering to 

1413 John 8:31-58, specific vs. 31-44.
1414 ! Corinthians 12:1-31.
1415 Philippians 1:12-30, emphasis vs. 15-18.

The Big If 539



the Gospel truth at all times?1416 Could this also be derived from con-
gregations completely lacking the reality of the Lord’s presence?1417  

The confession which must be made from each individual is Jesus 
as Lord (Kurios). This is a confession derived from devotional humility 
and love, for it is a confession of submission to the authority of God; 
the confession having no selfish or ulterior motive! This is also a con-
fession acknowledging that Jesus is God; for the Hebrew word for Lord 
is “yhvh” (Yahveh; Yehovah). Sound familiar? This therefore is the sim-
plicity of what must occur; yet only by God’s divine preparatory work: 
  

When the Lord prepares an individual to come to the reality of the 1.
Christ (Jesus; glory of Christ), He: prepares them by righteously 
activating the measure of faith within them, renders masterful 
instruction (spiritual teaching) regarding the reality of Jesus being 
God incarnate in human form, the Savior of all humankind (perfect 
sacrificial Lamb), and the solely true authority over the church (Body 
of Christ); this all occurring during His righteous and divine 
drawing of an individual unto adoption as legitimate children!1418 It 
must be understood and followed, that spiritual leadership are to 
instruct individuals regarding the aforementioned, prior to any 
attempts at confessing of one’s faith; for ignorance has no place in 
any endeavor seeking salvation, as ignorance opens the door to a 
lifetime of delusive and deluding effects. The individual while being 
drawn by God confesses Jesus as Lord, within understanding from 
God’s teaching (revealing) of the imperative to submit to the 
authority of Jesus, for all spiritual growth within being led forth 
hence!1419 This is foundational to actual knowledge received from 
God; which hopefully is preceded by appropriate righteous 
instruction from spiritual leadership; for this is never possible 
through religious assumption or conjecture! The confession must 
be made with full acceptance of the reality of the Christ (Lord and 
Savior), not simply a confession of an aspect of the reality (Savior); 
for this knowledge is learned from God during the process of His 
drawing the individual, and must be confessed (unto God) when 

1416 Romans 10:14-21, emphasis v. 17.
1417 Luke 6:39-49, emphasis 46-49.
1418 John 6:44-65.
1419 John 14:6, 7; Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; 10:1-13, specific vs. 8-10; 1 Corinthians 3: 1-11.
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received! The confession unto salvation is a spiritual response 
derived from a spiritual drawing and calling; the confession is not 
an emotional response derived from a seeking of God in the flesh 
(religiously)! Any confession made from enticements of the flesh is 
void of a spiritual reality; for this is not in accordance to God’s 
righteous drawing, but rather according to the devious will of Satan 
(the Great Deceiver); for he deceives so as to murder spiritually!1420 

 
Although the “Doctrine of the Trinity” has caused much •
confusion; the simple fact remains that there is but one Savior, 
and He is God!1421 A precise discussion regarding the Trinity is 
found in chapter two (Gaining Perspective) of the book. 
The truth of the aforementioned matter (reality of the Christ) •
has not been taught in the church for generations! This 
occurred according to prophesy from the Lord, in the form of a 
warning!1422 Because the warning was not heeded, the church 
has rejected the reality of the Christ during pulpit 
proclamations; instead teaching that a simple confession 
accepting Jesus as Savior is sufficient in order to be saved, 
although this superficial and superfluous proclamation outright 
denies and rejects the imperative of the reality of God within 
salvation!1423 Please read again John 6:44-65; which will allow 
understanding as to why the Lord has been ejected (kept out; 
door shut) from His own church since A.D. 1954. Because the 
church denies the reality of God, and refuses to repent of this 
blatant carnal act of disrespect and disobedience, the Lord 
desires for sincere individuals who seek the truth and to love 
Him personally, to invite Him personally; which allows 
potential for the divine work of God to begin and continue unto 
completion (salvation; eternal state)!1424 The reality of seeking 
salvation by the one true God is never started without a sincere 
seeking of “truth,” and a submissive willingness to walk in the 

1420 John 8:42-47; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; cf. Revelation 12:9.
1421 Isaiah 9:6, 7; 43:1-11; 45:14-25 / cf. Philippians 2:9-11; Titus 2:11-15; cf. Luke 1:41-50.
1422 2 Timothy 4:1-4.
1423 John 6:44, 45, 65; Hebrews 5:8-10.
1424 Matthew 7:7-11; Revelation 3:14-22, specific vs. 19, 20; cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12-16; 

Hebrews 13:20, 21; Jeremiah 31:3; 17:5-10.
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truth which is revealed! It is for this reason that Jesus must be 
accepted as “Lord” of one’s existence; for He is the: Way, truth, 
and life (John 14:5-7)!  

 
In straying from the sound doctrine and instruction of the Lord found 
in the Gospel, the church has journeyed upon the broad path which 
leads to spiritual destruction; progressively for generations. The truth 
makes us free from the deceptive schemes of Satan; yet this being a di-
vine work of God only occurs within those who abide in the Word!1425 
This also is not taught in church; for church teachings void of the reality 
of God (kept out; door closed) has diminished to the point of appeasing 
the flesh of individuals, while remaining void of any spiritual reality!1426 
The proof of this matter is easily witnessed in the world today; for there 
are three consistent imperatives regarding the spiritual relational reality: 
a righteous activated measure of faith, truth, and discipline; of which 
all three are led by God; of these multitudes hate pure truth (candor; 
veracity) and discipline, which evidences avoidance of the reality of 
God!1427 

 
The individual must believe in the resurrection. Superficiality has 2.
no place in this belief; for it must be derived from sincere faith, 
devotion, and trust in God; which are actually blessings from God, 
derived from the spiritual growth which is fulfilled within the 
spiritual relational reality!1428 
 

To understand that Jesus is God is to know (not assume) that only God 
Himself could actually save us from the wages of sin which is death. 
Because no human being has ever existed who could adhere to the stan-
dard of absolute holiness which pleases God, the Lord Himself came 
in human form (Immanuel; “God with us”) to make atonement for all 
humankind.1429 Wow—what love! To truly know that only God could 
be our Savior is to know that Jesus is in fact God incarnate. These facts 
reiterate the difficulty which exists for individuals to be saved; for none 

1425 John 8:31-36; 15:1-27, specific—vs. 1-10.
1426 John 4:19-24.
1427 Hebrews 12:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10; cf. Matthew 7:13-27.
1428 Hebrews 11:1-6; Romans 3:21-26; 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.
1429 Matthew 1:23; 1 Timothy 4:1-16.
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can come to know the Son without the drawing of the Father, and none 
can come to the Father except through the Son; thus salvation is fully 
by the grace of God because of who He is, not because of who we 
are!1430 As simply stated as possible, the spiritual relational reality which 
saves individuals from the wages of sin is all about God; as also is the 
acceptable confession unto salvation (Jesus as Lord)!1431 When pulpit 
proclamations are made to simply accept Jesus as Savior in order to be 
saved, a terrible deception goes forth which negates the imperatives of 
actual knowledge and selfless devotional humble submission (acqui-
escence); replacing the imperatives with deception which puffs up fleshly 
human emotions and motives, while maintaining spiritual destitution! 
This is blatant religious carnality, which will save no one; for the saving 
relationship is a spiritual reality which involves both knowledge and 
faith! Foolish and deceptive pulpit proclamations are rendered for the 
appeasement of human beings, thus appeasement unto the flesh; there-
fore physical realm delusive attempts to achieve a spiritual reality; this 
of course being in accordance to the guile and schemes of Satan, who 
has been murdering human beings spiritually throughout the history 
of the human race! Satan deceives the whole world (minus the remnant) 
primarily by physical realm religion; which is but a pathetic attempted 
mimic of the actual spiritual relational reality! 

The Lord our God has always desired the hearts (sincere love and de-
votion) of those who claim to know Him. Without devotional sincerity 
and loyalty, faith is useless; this demonstrated by the fact that many indi-
vidual’s fruits never reflect the righteousness of Christ, no matter how 
many years they have made profession of knowing God. As we are truly 
known by our fruits, if the fruits of the Holy Spirit are not manifested in 
the life of a believer especially after several years of supposed faith, then 
something is terribly wrong; for where is the evidence of a nurtured faith 
according to the reality of God’s indwelling! If the deeds of the flesh yet 
remain dominant, then the deeds have not been displaced by God’s fruit; 
thus God’s witnessed fruits prove the relationship, whereas a complete 
lack of God’s fruits disproves the relationship! The imperative of coming 
to realization of the truth regarding the matter is why all individuals must 
test themselves to see if they are actually in the faith; for remaining de-

1430 John 6:28-65; 14:1-31.
1431 Romans 10:8-13, specific v. 9.
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ceived will have eternal consequences! This is the essence of the Gospel 
of James as he speaks of faith without works being useless.1432 Although 
some may say that the book of James refers to salvation by works, those 
who speak thus are unaware of what the Scriptures say, and this generally 
because they do not study so as to handle the Gospel accurately (orthoto-
mew—to cut straight).1433 As faith comes from hearing the Word of truth; 
for sincere faith to exist without knowledge of the truth is generally a far-
fetched notion. This is the reason that knowledge is so very important if 
a person is to sincerely make a confession of faith, and why simple words 
spoken without conviction results in nothing of spiritual value! The world 
is full of folks who know of God (conceptual), yet many less know Him 
personally (relational)! We must know God personally, and be known by 
God as His legitimate children, or we are illegitimate children and not 
sons and daughters; the former are saved, the latter are not!1434 

A BEAUTIFUL PROGRESSION OF GOD ’S RIGHTEOUS WORK 

God’s drawing an individual always includes God’s love (agape: 1.
selfless, unconditional, and sacrificial—Galatians 5:22, 23). We are 
blessed with selfless love regarding God during the time of a sincere 
righteous confession of faith; for God first loved us, which allows 
the realistic imperative of His love to be the guiding factor of the 
confession!1435 God’s love realistically manifest during a moment in 
time includes the “heavenly gift”; truly the beginning point of the 
spiritual relational reality within which the individual is drawn, 
prepared, adopted, and justified by the Lord.1436 This moment is the 
beginning point of an individual’s purpose for existence, in 
accordance to the kind intention of God’s will.1437 

What occurs in reality? In the moment that an individual •
appropriately (“self” denied) responds to God’s drawing, the 
Lord God in accordance to His sufficient grace and preciseness 
enlightens the situation with actual fellowship with Him (a 
taste of the heavenly gift), and His agape (selfless and 

1432 James 2:15-26.
1433 2 Timothy 2:14-19, specific vs. 14, 15.
1434 Romans 8:1-17; Hebrews 12:4-11, emphasis vs. 7, 8; 1 John 3:1-18.
1435 John 3:1-21; righteous confession - Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9.
1436 Hebrews 6:1-20.
1437 Hebrews 2:5-18; 5:1-10.
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sacrificial) love manifest. The individual is then prepared and 
led in accordance to God’s lovingkindness, to acknowledge 
“Jesus as Lord”; in doing so receiving the atoning work of the 
Messiah, and acknowledging the imperative of submission unto 
the authority of God in Christ, within motive and intent. The 
confession being solely unto the Lord in acknowledgement of 
the necessary truth that within the specific moment in time the 
ordeal is all about God (self-denied); for the drawing by God is 
a matter of extreme intimacy and precision in accordance to 
the righteous standard of God’s intention! During the 
confession unto salvation, a devotional acceptance of God 
occurs; and this as the Lord reveals Himself in truth by His 
indwelling, for what occurs is truly divine!1438 God’s work of 
drawing the individual and allowing them into his presence 
(actual fellowship) is solely and completely foundational to 
God’s lovingkindness and grace; thus the experience is 
spiritually foundational to the same! 
It must be understood, that coming to acceptance of the Lord •
Jesus as Messiah, and as holding the full authority of God, is a 
divine work of God; for tutelage from God leading to actual 
knowledge of the reality of the Christ (Lord, Messiah, King) is 
implanted into the individual’s spirit by the Lord’s indwelling! 
The cheap mimic of accepting Jesus solely as Savior within 
religiosity accomplishes nothing; except to place the individual 
within bondage to Satan’s guile, which may continue for the rest 
of their life, or until they humbly acquiesce so that the Lord 
may do His divine work!1439 Simple confessions aloof 
knowledge and God’s divine work generally brings forth an 
emotional response; which is contradictory away from the 
necessary spiritual reality of God’s presence; it is the emotional 
response of the flesh which generally holds individuals captive 
to future religious emotional responses, and holds them to the 
deception of believing the emotional response constitutes a 
spiritual reality, although not! The primary carnal aspect of our 
sinful nature which disallows God’s divine work, is foolish 

1438 Luke 15:4-32, specific v. 10.
1439 John 6:44-65.
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adolescent stubborn pride; for this pride of which God is 
opposed seeks to protect the insecurities of the flesh, which 
actually creates a rebellious spirit which is against the Lord! 
When individuals desire only a Savior, and refuse to accept 
Jesus` lordship (full authority), it is this form of selfish pride 
which leads their endeavor; thus deluding them, which is 
revealed with the passing of time as their general demeanor 
never changes; for the grace of God which brings forth change 
in righteousness has thus far been rejected! This factor is 
proven by the doubt and seeking of personal recognition which 
had remained within several of the Apostles, until they were 
indwelled by the Holy Spirit! 
The beauty of the “heavenly gift” (actual fellowship with the •
Lord God of all creation) allows the individual to experience the 
wonderment of God’s presence, while because of the great joy 
and peace being experienced having motivation to have the 
fellowship occur time and again. This is a spiritual response; not 
an emotional one! The wonderment of this experience may be a 
motivating factor which occurs with great frequency, contingent 
upon the individual’s willingness to keep God first and 
foremost, derived from continued sincere disciplined devotion. 

Any confessional statements made unto God from a ◦
foundation other than His manifest agape love in an 
individual’s spirit, are superficial (carnally based)! With the 
abounding selfishness of the human sinful nature, 
confessional statements are made by multitudes without 
selfless devotion unto God; thus all such statements are 
selfish in nature, and not led by the Lord in accordance to 
His righteous desire and intent!1440 Statements of this type 
will always be without sincerity regarding acceptance and 
humble submission to Christ’s authority; for foolish 
attempts to mimic God’s divine intentions and actions lead 
only to deceit!1441 It is for this reason that the guile of Satan 
has led to pulpit proclamations regarding accepting Jesus 
solely as Savior, not as Lord and Savior by devotional 

1440 John 3:16-21; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; 2 Peter 3:1-9; 1 John 1:5-10.
1441 Luke 6:39-49; John 14:15-26; James 1:19-25.
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submission; and this with but a few spoken words which 
evade the reality of the Christ (Messiah); thus although 
wanting to be saved (in the flesh), individuals have 
absolutely no intention of following and obeying God!1442 
It is quite shameful that distraction away from sincere devo-◦
tion for God, even for a moment in time, would ever lead to 
human beings seeking only a god of convenience; and mak-
ing professions of faith in conjunction with such selfish 
desires; this in complete ignorance as to the fact of God’s 
absolute knowledge; even to the essence of motive. The 
beautiful moment in time aforementioned never occurs if a 
foundational basis of selfishness is present during the con-
fession; for the confession is not unto the Lord, but rather 
for “self” within motive. When this occurs, the confession is 
void of the beauty of the heavenly gift (reality of God’s pres-
ence), and the individual has inability to realize the terrible 
error of their attempt; therefore future attempts, if any, will 
remain obscured; for the light of the Lord which leads the 
way within actual fellowship with Him is obscured, as the 
veil remains in place and thus an inability to see clearly the 
appropriate path of God’s righteousness pertaining to His 
kingdom! The Lord God in His infinite lovingkindness and 
grace has done all that is possible by Him so that individuals 
may be saved; the decision yea or nay rests with the individ-
ual within motive and intent, which is what is witnessed by 
God!1443 Great care must be taken when being drawn by the 
Lord, for distraction and/or foolishness (by anyone) can de-
stroy adherence to the guidance within the fellowship; thus 
destroying the beauty of the moment, and thereby the nec-
essary reality of God’s indwelling! Although a confession is 
possible during a gathering of believers, the imperative of 
God’s leading the endeavor must be maintained by each and 
every individual who is present; for anyone aloof devotional 
focus upon the Lord can be influenced by evil enticement to 
cause distraction or disturbance! The drawing, finding, and 

1442 Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:5.
1443 Corinthians 3:1-18; Hebrews 6:1-20.
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redemption by God is an extremely serious ordeal which 
must never be interrupted by anyone for any reason; thus 
individuality has no place during gatherings unto the Lord, 
for every individual should be united in purpose according 
to the righteous leadership and teachings of God!1444 
NO EXCEPTIONS!  
If a confession for salvation is made from an inappropriate ◦
foundation of selfishness, then “self” is leading the endeavor; 
not the Holy Spirit! For this reason, the potential for enter-
ing into a false relationship becomes possible; although we 
are saved by God’s grace, with such a distinct possibility, the 
falsehood may continue for the entirety of an individual’s 
life, leading to the distinction that only God knows the 
truth as to whether the individual has actually been adopted 
into God’s family and thereby saved! When attempts to 
enter into a relationship with God by confession has been 
led by any form of deception, the reality remains that the 
individual will not be: led, nurtured, or embraced by God; 
thus the individual’s spiritual wellbeing will become one of 
stagnation, and the moment in accordance to God’s drawing 
lost; for there cannot be any form of darkness within the 
light of righteousness and truth! When this occurs, the indi-
vidual may not realize that which has been lost; thereby 
continuing forth without God’s leadership and nurturing, 
and thus God’s indwelling and sealing of the individual for 
the day of redemption will not occur; therefore the individ-
ual will proceed forward aloof the foundation which is 
Christ, and their supposed relationship with God will never 
journey beyond religious assumption and conjecture; which 
will never achieve the spiritual relational reality within 
which is found actual salvation! If an individual’s confession 
is foundational to the flesh, then the falsehood of a fleshly 
relationship with God (religiosity) will remain prevalent 
within the individual; whereas the actual saving relationship 
with God is spiritual, not carnal! When this has occurred, 
the individual will never actually be changed by God, for 

1444 Romans 10:1-13, specific vs. 1-3; cr. 1 Corinthians 14:36-40, emphasis v. 40.
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spiritual growth which is from God alone will never occur; 
this with the exception that the individual actually acknowl-
edged and accepted God from the appropriate foundation of 
love of which the drawing of God occurs. Multitudes have 
been led to false confessions of faith due to the foolish 
teachings of carnal religion; which are void of the “reality of 
God”!1445 False worship within physical realm religiosity is 
actually worshiping in ignorance; worshiping in ignorance is 
actually worship within deception, which is worship of the 
Great Deceiver (Satan)! Superficiality in answer to God’s 
drawing is extremely dangerous, and may have eternal con-
sequences! Praise God that when He witnesses in an 
individual an earnest and sincere desire to know Him; and 
this in accordance to being drawn in the light of truth; he 
will draw them again; for God is truly: merciful, kind, and 
gracious! The repetition of God’s drawing will generally 
occur when the individual is alone, and aloof human foolish-
ness and Satan’s guile. 
As God so loved us because of who He is, let us therefore ◦
love God for the same reason; for in doing so we will begin 
the journey upon the path of His righteousness (if He wills), 
which leads inevitably to God being all in all!1446 Within 
this spiritual relational reality, during the course of an 
individual’s lifetime, they are nurtured by God to fulfill their 
purpose according to the kind intention of God’s will. God 
draws us, finds us, and convicts us according to His good, 
acceptable, and perfect will; thus there is no place for any 
form of falsehood, deluding, or delusion; for He is the God 
who epitomizes truth, light, and love!1447 

 
God’s loving embrace to the exclusion of any fleshly and secular 2.
motives (carnality); for the saving relationship with God is spiritual, 
only involving the flesh as a vassal of devotion and appropriate 
worship for and unto the Lord.1448 

1445 John 4:19-24.
1446 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Ephesians 1:3-23.
1447 John 14:6; 1 John 1:4-7; 1 John 4:7-10; reiteration—John 3:19-21.
1448 John 15:1-27; Romans 12:1-21, specific vs. 1-3; cf. 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.
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Because the confession unto salvation is the starting point of the •
spiritual relational reality which occurs with adoption by God 
into His family, any and all professions which are secular or 
fleshly based (carnal) are both denied and useless; thus 
selfishness creates a barrier between individuals and God which 
cannot be removed, unless all instigated aspects of “self” first be 
removed by one’s own determination and choice! It is due the 
selfish desires of multitudes, which has led to ministers and 
teachers rendering instruction which is in accordance to the 
whims of those who intentionally or delusional remain carnal, 
that has opened the door to Satan’s schemes and guile to 
become so very profound; thus the foolishness of manmade 
enticements and religion leads to spiritual destitution and death. 
It must be understood, the devil does not want individuals to be 
saved by God; thus he will inflict his deceptions upon anyone 
who by lack of focus upon the Lord (distracted) is susceptible to 
the influence!1449 There is absolutely no truth nor excuse in 
seeking a Savior, with intentional motives to deny the authority 
of God; yet stubborn pride within narcissism attempts to deny 
this fact!1450 As can be noted by the Romans 12:3 verse, the 
second aspect purpose of the measure of faith given to each 
individual is that we be stayed from “arrogance”; this 
appropriately, for the Lord God is the Creator and we are of the 
creation, thus we should never believe (measure of faith) that we 
are the center of attention or intention! The first aspect of the 
measure of faith given to each is for the purpose that we may 
know our Creator, thereby opening the door so as to love, 
worship, and serve the Lord God of all creation; thus fulfilling 
the purpose of our mortal and eternal existence. Remembrance 
of the beauty of fellowship with God experienced within the 
righteousness of God can be a very strong motive which allows 
individuals to remain soundly upon the foundation of our faith, 
which is the Lord! Religious foundations do not accomplish 
this; for there is no righteousness aloof the spiritual relational 
reality with God!1451 The imperatives of both the drawing of 

1449 1 Timothy 1:3-17; James 4:1-10.
1450 Matthew 23:1-36; Colossians 2:1-23. 
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God and appropriate worship of God are—disciplined 
devotional earnestness to deny self (continually), focus upon the 
Lord (continually), and seek truth with disciplined diligence 
(continually); for within these imperatives God increases 
authoritatively and that which is of our carnal nature (earthy 
and fleshly) decreases, due to intentional devotional humble 
submission, and the Lord’s ability to work abundantly!1452  

 
God righteously begins a good work in the adopted (saved) individual; 3.
bringing forth growth within the individual during times of 
appropriate reverent submission, and this throughout the entirety of 
the individuals lifetime.1453 The imperative factor of the growth which 
is from God alone is “denial of self”; for spiritual growth which is from 
God is diametrically opposed to carnal whims, desires, enticements, 
and influence! The growth which is from God alone emphatically 
involves discipline; so that the Lord may deal with his legitimate 
children righteously; for we were created by him and for him!1454 

The reality of Christianity is—God at work within individuals! •
God’s work in an individual begins when they are prepared and 
drawn, then led by the Lord to the aforementioned “righteous 
confession of faith”; thus the confession being the individual’s 
answering of God’s drawing and thus submission to follow, 
begins the good work of God in the individual; thereby setting 
the foundation (Lord himself) upon which the Lord will build. 
An existence within which God is not working, is an existence 
aloof the Lord! The work of God in an individual is emphasized 
(proven) by increased: faith, discipline, devotion, and integrity 
(absolute integrity; candor; veracity)!1455 As we are known by 
our fruits; not our words or delusions; the spiritual relational 
reality can be witnessed as the adopted (redeemed) individual is 
changed into the image of Christ; this occurring by the work of 
God; not as by emotional religiosity! Because the Gospel 

1451 Romans 10:1-4.
1452 John 3:30-36; 2 Corinthians 13:1-11.
1453 1 Corinthians 2:1-3:23; Philippians 1:1-2:18; cf. Proverbs 1:7; 2:1-22; 6:16-19; 9:1-12; 

16:1-9.
1454 Colossians 1:9-23, specific vs. 15-17, 21-23; Hebrews 12:1-11, specific v. 7.
1455 Romans 10:17; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; reiterated - Hebrews 12:1-11.
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instructs us to test ourselves to see if we are actually in the faith, 
the spiritual relational reality can in fact be evinced in witness of 
an individual’s changed nature and demeanor! When the 
evidence of a person’s life shows little or no change regarding 
being a vassal of God’s righteousness, something is terribly 
wrong! As it is impossible for an individual to remain the same 
when the Lord God is at work; it is equally impossible for a 
legitimate child of God to practice sin; attributable to the 
convictions of the indwelling Holy Spirit!1456 Testing oneself to 
see if we are an actual child of God is exceptionally good advice; 
lest we regret for all eternity, after being deceived for our entire 
mortal existence!  

Again, the work of God and the spiritual relational reality ◦
begins at the time an individual is drawn and led to 
righteous confession; if the confession is not led by God, 
foundational to actual knowledge of truth (reality of the 
Christ; glory of Christ), the distinct possibility exists that 
the work of God has never begun! When changes from the 
Lord God do not come forth, even after extended periods of 
time, the imperative would be for the individual to consider 
their confession, and the motive and intent of the 
confession; with consideration of starting over; this time 
beginning with sincerity of devotion for God and 
acknowledgement and acceptance of “truth!”1457 

The necessity for strict discipline and immovable adherence to •
truth being present in an actual legitimate child of God eludes 
many! As multitudes of individuals have become accustomed to 
only accepting words which inflates their egotistical flesh, 
multitudes of humans have come to believe that love is only 
uplifting when discipline is not involved; this leading to the 
delusion that only those who speak kind words love. The fact 
remains however, that the love of God which leads his 
legitimate children and servants always involves discipline!1458 It 
is not the person who speaks only desired words who render the 

1456 John 3:10-21; Galatians 5:19-6:5; 1 John 1:5-3:18, emphasis.3: 4-18.
1457 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; cf. 1 John 4:1-11; Luke 6:41-49.
1458 Hebrews 12:5-11.
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lovingkindness which is from God, but rather the individuals 
who speak the truthful words which must be heard (candor; 
veracity)! Within the delusions of multitudes, the guile of Satan 
abounds; for as servants of God we speak the disciplined Gospel 
truth in love, whether or not we are hated for doing so; for vain 
words which appease bring forth no spiritual edification 
whatsoever; for the saving relationship is spiritual; not carnal! 
Who is the loving person, the one who rhetorically pacifies 
vainly and insincerely, or the one who speaks the necessary truth 
in love? Knowing the truth about the disciplined love of God is 
in fact a test which is only passed by the legitimate children of 
God, or those being drawn by God; this emphasizes the fact 
that multitudes have no clue whatsoever as to the reality of—
“God at work” (actual Christianity)! 
The reality which is witnessed in most congregational settings •
of recent years, reveals that little emphasis is placed upon the 
spiritual reality which involves assiduous circumspect and 
veracity which is emphasized by the Lord; instead that which is 
emphasized in reality is vain glory, simple intellectual 
understanding, confabulatory affectation, pedantry; human 
adulation, blatant individuality, oratory, circumlocution, and 
ostentation; all of which are abounding with carnal and 
spiritual insincerity and superficiality, thus circumventing 
God’s: work, teaching, and masterful leadership; for the sake of 
human appeasement! The result of this is witnessed by the 
multitudes who are motivated religiously in accordance to the 
teachings, leadership, and doctrines of human beings; whereas 
multitudes are not motivated in accordance to sincere devotion 
for God, or in accordance to the standard of selflessness set 
forth by God so as to receive spiritual blessings contingent 
upon devotional humility!  
What is the reality of “church” (ekklaysia) for mature Christians •
who are led by the Lord? Each and every individual spends as 
much devotional time in prayer prior to the gathering as is 
necessary, so as to achieve actual personal fellowship with God! 
The individuals then meet together without distraction so as to 
be masterfully taught by the Lord together as a “church” 
(unified body of believers)! The Pastor having accomplished 
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fellowship with the Lord, leads the congregation in accordance 
to the Lord’s instruction unto him; never varying from the 
Gospel truth which is literally implanted into the spirit of the 
individuals by the Lord.1459 This is in fact “God at work” in a 
church setting; when two or more gather together in seeking of 
the truth, and the Lord joins them! The Gospel truth which is 
implanted is actually the truthful reality behind the written 
words; leading to remembrance of Gospel for future 
proclamation! Although many may say that they are not 
ministers, the reality exists that all are called to proclaim and 
defend the hope which is in them!1460 The time for praise music 
and rejoicing comes after the teaching from the Lord, never 
prior to the instruction from church leadership which follows 
God’s righteous leadership; as this causes distraction and the 
loss of actual fellowship with God. After the instruction, great 
praise and thanksgiving is rendered unto the Lord, in answer to 
the beauty of the heavenly gift and word implantation which has 
been bestowed by the Lord; thus the great love of God which 
abounds is returned unto the Lord with great devotional 
appreciation! Please read—Hebrews 4:1-6:20. 

THE ROOT BASIS OF THE PROBLEM: 

“Self” is the root basis of all problems between individuals and God; 
never can blame fall upon God, or any other source of influence, when 
by fault of our own in failing to heed and obey the most important com-
mandment to love the Lord first and foremost, blatant love of “self” even 
unto narcissism occurs! When self-love takes precedence over loving 
the Lord first and foremost, we idolize “self”! Self is also the root cause 
of all human insecurities; for our purpose and the necessary answers of 
our existence are found solely in and through our Creator! Although 
Satan and his demons will instigate and influence “self” to abound by an 
emphasized focus upon all that is carnal; this by any form and/or means 
found upon the earth; the root problem yet remains the decision pro-
cesses and focus of the individual, for just as a decision for God can be 
rendered with sincerity within a moment in time, a decision for the grat-

1459 James 1:19-25, specific vs. 21, 22.
1460 Matthew 10:20-40; Romans 5:1-11; 8: 24-28; 1 Peter 3:13-4:6.
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ification of “self” can also occupy the exact same moment in time, with 
the outcome being a denial of God!1461 The key to successful spiritual 
success moment by moment is to take every thought captive to obey the 
first and foremost commandment—LOVE THE LORD! When denial of 
“self” is not accomplished by decisive choice, the authoritative nature of 
human sinfulness leads endeavors; enticed or otherwise; this continuing 
until a decisive choice is made to—LOVE THE LORD, for reverent sin-
cere love for God is that which motivates to submissively receive God’s 
masterful leadership upon the narrow path of His righteousness; upon 
which there is no turning either right or left!1462 By the truth regarding 
this matter, it is easy to understand the extreme danger which occurs 
should an individual turn completely around so as to return to compelled 
gratification of “self!”1463 When the Lord commanded that we love Him 
with all of our: heart, soul, mind and strength; this He did knowing with 
certainty the dangers of our sinful nature, and that He holds the righteous 
answers and motivations which leads us forward to His upward call which 
is found in Christ Jesus our Lord!1464 The inevitable reward of following 
the first and foremost commandment is fulfillment of purpose now and 
forever! It must be understood that those who seek to save their carnal 
volitional life shall lose it (Savior only); whereas those who lose their vo-
litional existence unto the righteousness of the Lord as by devotional 
surrender shall find it (Lord and Savior); this unto fulfillment of purpose 
according to God’s good, acceptable and perfect will!1465 Is our mortal 
existence really of such great importance, that the creatures supersede 
the Creator of the entire universe? Only the blatantly deceived would 
dare to think so! If following others in seeking what is believed to be 
“deserved” remains an inappropriate motivation; keep in mind that falling 
short of God’s glory, we all deserve to be eternally separated from Him! 
Do we really want what is deserved?1466 

The sincerely devotional who have considerable knowledge of the 
righteous reasons for God’s instructions and commandments, habituate 
denying “self”; with the culmination of the endeavor becoming an actual 

1461 Proverbs 3:5, 6.
1462 Proverbs 4:23-27; Matthew 7:13-29.
1463 Hebrew 6:4-6; cf. 10:23-27.
1464 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40; Philippians 3:1-14.
1465 Matthew 16:21-28.
1466 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
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hatred of one’s “volitional self” (life devoid the imperative of God’s 
righteousness) for with complete and utter surrender unto the right-
eousness of God, “self” is crucified and therefore no longer a hindrance 
within the spiritual relational reality!1467 Please remember—to love 
anyone or anything more than we love the Lord is to have idols; which 
is the emphasis of the Luke 14:26, 27 passages! Every day that “self” 
abounds is yet another day God will not be devotionally loved and fol-
lowed, for we cannot serve two masters; we will either serve “self” (and 
mammon) which entice carnal endeavors, or we will serve the Lord who 
leads spiritually in righteousness unto victory!1468 

The sinful and selfish nature of human beings generally entices two 
things, ease and comfort. These enticements lead to: denial of God and 
appropriate humble disciplined obedience (which involves much devo-
tional motivation and work), lusts, seeking of riches and sordid gains, 
lawlessness, idolatry, and religiosity! 
 

The Lord God called His legitimate children to: suffering, tribulation, 1.
and persecution while in human form; this being completely right-
eous; for disciplined truth must be both lived and proclaimed! The 
world being under the instigation and influence of the evil one (Satan) 
hates both discipline and truth; as children of God we appreciate and 
proclaim the truth, for not doing so is completely unacceptable!1469 

 
The base enthrallment of lusts holds individuals captive to secular / 2.
fleshly desires and indulgences; which are very easily influenced by 
evil!1470 All such indulgences cause enmity between human beings 
and God; for within is never found actual humble devotional 
submission unto God, but rather the following of that which is 
opposed to God!1471 

It is also within carnal lusts, that religiosity has held multitudes •
captive to the influence and guile of Satan for generations! With 
understanding that religion is the primary means by which 

1467 Luke 14:26, 27.
1468 Romans 8:1-17; 1 Peter 4:1-6.
1469 Mark 4:1-23; John 15:18-16:33; Romans 5:1-11; 8:1-39; 1 Corinthians 2:1-4:5; Hebrews 

12:1-11.
1470 Colossians 2:1-23.
1471 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; James 4:1-10; 1 John 2:12-17.
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Satan deceives the whole world; with the exception of the 
remnant who truly and devotionally love God; it is plainly 
understandable that the flesh under the enticements of evil 
seeks involvement as by emotional mimic into the spiritual 
relational reality with God which is true and righteous. This 
reality is easily witnessed by the repeated emotional ups and 
downs within religious endeavors, and the necessity for “revival” 
on frequent occasions. The spiritual reality of a true relationship 
with God has no need of such things, for the spiritual relational 
reality is led by God to increased edification by His indwelling; 
this with the exception of times when we fall away due to 
inappropriate carnal enticements, when failing to focus upon 
the author and perfecter of our faith (Jesus)! Although God will 
never leave nor forsake His legitimate children; when we grieve 
Him (Holy Spirit), our only blessing from Him will be 
chastisement, which will continue until we have repented 
(turned back) away from the inappropriate path we have taken! 
To the devotionally dedicated of the Lord, the only necessary 
chastisement from God is the withdrawing of “fellowship”; for 
those accustomed to intimate fellowship with God, become 
extremely lonely and discouraged without it! 
The Levitical Law being the only “religion” as designated by •
God is not included in the aforementioned. The Levitical Law 
had three basic premises: pointing directly to the blessing of 
God incarnate (the Messiah), to emphasize the exact holiness 
and precision of God, to emphasize the necessity of supporting 
the true servants of the Lord who proclaim the truth! With 
acceptance of Jesus in full (Lord; King; Messiah), there is no 
need for the tutorial of the Levitical Law; for we are henceforth 
taught and led by the Lord God of all creation!1472 The tutorial 
was fully realized with the coming of the Messiah (Christ)!1473 

 
Focus upon the flesh and the world leads to denial of the imperative 3.
regarding devotional righteous focus upon the Lord; who is the 
author and perfecter of faith! 

1472 1 John 2:27.
1473 Galatians 2:1-4:11; information—John 1:41.
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Within this again, fleshly indulgence (carnal lusts and desires) •
holds importance within those who refuse the imperative! The 
certainty of our existence now and forever is found within the 
faithfulness of God; His good, acceptable and perfect will; and 
the kind intention of His will. 
The reality of failure to focus is realized by the seeking of riches •
and sordid gains, human idolatry, and lawlessness; which is sin! 
Those who remain unable to realize the error of their ways, do 
so because the veil which clouds righteous judgment and the 
ability to see clearly has not been lifted, for the veil is lifted 
when within the spiritual relational reality with Jesus the 
Lord!1474 Inappropriate seeking, human idolatry, and lawlessness 
come to fruition when the laws of good and evil implanted 
within the hearts of human beings by the Lord are denied by 
ineffectiveness; this is an area of which evil influence becomes 
very much involved! Demons entice adherence to the flesh; for 
victory is by faith, thus spiritual! Without the spiritual reality 
and growth which is from God alone, our carnal existence 
continues within the guile of deluding speculation, assumption 
and conjecture!1475 

CONTEMPLATION NOTES:  

A fact which may assist understanding as to the aforementioned; the 1.
kind intention of God’s will toward believers is our being trained 
spiritually, not only for our mortal existence so as to gain and 
maintain the ability to appraise (walk by faith), but also for His 
righteous training in preparation for eternity!1476 Truly, the saving 
relationship with God is a spiritual relational reality; unfortunately, 
this truth has rarely been taught throughout the history of the 
church since the fourth century, as those not appropriately trained 
and/or called of God, have taught only concepts foundational to 
intellectual assumptive prowess, and carnal ritualistic religion! 

 

1474 2 Corinthians 3:12-18; Ephesians 4:1-32; Colossians 3:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 2 
Thessalonians 1:3-12; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 1 John 3:4-18.

1475 1 John 5:1-21; cf. James 1:7, 8, 22-24.
1476 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; reiteration—Ephesians 1:3-14.

Simplicity of Devotion558



Referencing Matthew 7:13-27, with emphasis upon vs. 21-23, let us 2.
notice that the individuals of mention not only have assumption of 
knowing God, but also delusion of serving Him.  

 
If in fact those of mention were actually performing miracles •
(signs and wonders); who was empowering them, if they were 
never known by God? The answer is simple—the Great 
Deceiver (Satan); for he has, is, and will continue to use 
counterfeit signs (semeiois) and wonders (terasin) so as to deceive 
multitudes! Although God empowered His true servants 
(Apostles) with the ability to perform signs and wonders for the 
sake of the Jews, and this only until no further distinction 
between Jew and Gentile; the realities of God’s miracles being 
performed were signs (saymaion) and wonders (teras). Please 
note the distinct difference between the Greek words 
parenthetically listed, for the former are false whereas the latter 
are true in regard to righteousness. When Israel was set aside 
(temporarily), God removed the reality of His miracles 
performed by human beings, for the miracles of God through 
His Apostles were for the sake of the Jews; and to authenticate 
the Apostle Paul’s ministry (2 Corinthians 12:12); to 
accommodate the Israelites (and proselytes) transition from 
physical realm religion (Levitical Law), to the spiritual 
relational reality which is foundational to the sacrifice of Christ 
upon the cross (saved by grace through faith).1477 
Just because someone desires Jesus to be their Savior, if the •
motive is selfish in nature or foundational to ulterior motives, 
other than to actually know and love the Lord God opening the 
way for desired sincere devotion, and hopefully humility and 
submission; the potential for a relationship with God to be one 
of delusion, assumption, conjecture, or religious concept 
remains a very distinct possibility! God draws us, adopts us, 
redeems us, and guides us according to the kind intention of 
His will, which is in accordance to His good, acceptable and 

1477 Galatians 3:1-29, specific vs. 12-29; Matthew 10:1-6; 15:24; cf. Mark 13:9-31; 16:15-18; 
John 12:35-50; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10.
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perfect will; never so that chosen carnality may abound! How 
can anyone ever truly put God first and foremost, when the 
initial attempt of acceptance was solely foundational to selfish 
motives? How is it possible to accept the sacrifice and 
atonement of the Christ, without accepting the: person, 
authority, example, and embrace of the Christ? Please 
contemplate these statements carefully; for any path taken in 
attempts to know God which are aloof the appropriate narrow 
path of God’s intended righteousness, is in fact upon the broad 
path which leads to spiritual destruction; for no matter what 
distance is traveled upon the wrong path of initial choice, the 
righteous destination will never be reached! Who’s intentions 
will we follow; the Lord God whose attributes include: holiness, 
righteousness, faithfulness, and justice; or the devil whose 
attributes include: guile, hatred, deception, pride, and 
arrogance? The beginning point and path we choose will dictate 
the destination we arrive at; the Lord’s kingdom abounding 
with: peace, joy, love, understanding, and the immensity of 
God’s glory, or the lake which burns with fire and brimstone 
which abounds with: torment, suffering, agony, regret, and 
disgust; both are for eternity!1478 Please read—Psalm 136:1-26; 
Proverbs 4:23-27; Isaiah 9:1-7. 

 
If a confession unto supposed salvation is made from a foundation 3.
of chosen carnality (that which is secular and fleshly; not spiritual), 
then the confession will be falsely based in ignorance; for there is 
no intention to submit the authority of Christ Jesus! When the Lord 
God of all creation draws an individual unto the blessing of adoption 
into His family, the relationship for which the individual is being 
drawn is spiritual! Within religiosity, the flesh is both enticed and 
motivated to be involved in decision making processes; for both the 
devil and the flesh seek to lead with precedence. When the Lord is 
drawing an individual, He divinely enlightens the individual 
regarding the truth of the situation to be all about Him; while 
emphasizing His love for and within the individual. Within this 
reality, a staunch confession unto actual salvation can be made; 

1478 Matthew 22:2-14.
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appropriate to God’s righteousness, which begins the spiritual 
relational reality which has as its foundation—“the Lord”!1479 

When the reality of the actual relationship has not begun, due to 
carnal or unrighteous confessions of faith, then the supposed 
relationship is founded upon ignorance; which by further 
enticements from the demonic realm upon the flesh, will continue 
without actual knowledge as the individual remains delusional to 
believe a lie as being foundational to truth; although not! If the 
individual never realizes the error of their ways, they will continue 
attempts to know God as by carnal religiosity; this never going 
beyond assumption and conjecture of God in accordance to fleshly 
emotions and indulgences! 

There are multitudes who supposedly worship God with but 
assumption of the spiritual realm, where the actual spiritual 
relational reality occurs! When worship continues foundational to 
ignorance, then it is the devil who is worshipped; for God cannot be 
worshipped within delusional ignorance! When Satan would settle 
for nothing less than being liken the “Most High,” his desire was to 
be worshipped; this occurring in reality when multitudes worship 
God in ignorance!1480 Because this is true, the wonderful work of 
God will never start until individuals realize they have fallen prey to 
deception; and earnestly turn away from it! 

The spiritual relational reality necessary for salvation is 
foundational to knowledge of the truth; the confession unto 
salvation is also foundational to knowledge of the truth! Anyone who 
does not realize this is without knowledge of the truth, which is 
imperative to know Christ Jesus!1481 The only thing which displaces 
ignorance is knowledge; imperative knowledge is from God!  

As all human beings (those created in God’s image spiritually) are 
saved by the grace of God, there is always a possibility that 
individuals without: knowledge of the truth, discipline, integrity, the 
manifest righteousness of God, and selflessness (thus yet full of 
“self”) may be saved; yet this is not probable nor Biblical! When 
“God at work” cannot be witnessed by spiritual growth which is 

1479 1 Corinthians 3:1-17.
1480 Isaiah 14:12-14.
1481 John 14:6-21.
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from Him alone; this differentiated from delusion and/or fantasy 
regarding the matter; the inevitable reality of an eternity of torment 
is more feasible than the saving relational reality! Those who are led 
by God are His legitimate children; no exceptions!1482 Once again, 
testing oneself to see if we are actually proven legitimate children 
of God is extremely sound advice; for eternity is a very long time to 
regret one’s cowardice to accept the truth about them!  

RELATIONAL TRUTH—AS SIMPLE AS IT GETS 

There is no such thing as a superficial and vain relationship with God; 
in reality! The world is abounding with superficiality, selfishness, carnal 
intentions and worship; multitudes are guilty of this, including many 
believers! In order to have a relationship with God which is righteous, 
and according to His preparation, drawing, and adoption; devotion 
leading to increased loyalty, humility, and submission is that which 
proves “God’s work” in individuals within the spiritual relational reality 
which redeems us! Without reception to God’s masterful righteous 
leadership there is no redemption; for the narrow path of God’s right-
eousness upon which few journey, is the path of spiritual growth and 
salvation!1483 

Human beings, who refuse God’s work of righteousness, seek a fan-
tasy conjunctive relationship which in reality remains superficial and 
vain (delusive; of fantasy); which is in essence the epitome of blatant 
self-centeredness and selfishness (love of self; narcissism)!1484 This is 
easily proven as true legitimate children of God study the Gospel so as 
to handle it accurately; this within devotional dedication to abide in the 
Word (Lord and Gospel); thereby submitting unto God as His learned 
pupil (Disciple), within which comes spiritual growth, and implantation 
of the Gospel truth (Gospel reality), which is from God alone!1485 
Without God’s anointing (which of course is from God alone) and work, 
superficiality and vanity continues, even unto exuberance within de-
monic influence upon the flesh; this causing continuation of living for 
the flesh; not for God!1486 The reality of this is easily witnessed by the 

1482 Romans 8:14.
1483 Romans 8:1-17, specific vs. 14, 15; cf. Matthew 7:13-27, specific vs. 13-20.
1484 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
1485 2 Timothy 2:15, cf. 3:16, 17; John 8:31, 32, 36; 15:1-11; James 1:21; 1 John 2:27.
1486 reiterated—Romans 8:5-8.
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plethora of individuals who speak of God vainly, i.e. “Oh my God,” with 
the laziness within self-centeredness being proven by abbreviation of 
the vanity for the sake of ease (OMG)! Two more which have been 
heard many times by professing believers which are not only vain but 
also slanderous by usage, are ——- Christ, and —- damn ( I cannot spell 
them out; for by the usage they absolutely disrespect the Lord). 
Legitimate children and disciples of God never speak of the Lord vainly, 
for this action shows no respect or reverence for the reality of God 
whatsoever; and in reality is sin foundational to disobedience!1487 

When never having, even for a moment in time, humbly submitted 
unto God’s righteousness for the process by God which: prepares, 
adopts, redeems, leads, and teaches; multitudes have maintained a vain 
and foolish superficial (bogus) emotional relationship (supposedly with 
God), from which comes no reality of salvation or God’s masterful lead-
ership, for these are received spiritually, not carnally!1488 Within blatant 
self-centered foolishness, multitudes want God to be their Savior, yet 
they do not actually want the reality of Jesus (reality of the Christ, glory 
of Christ; i.e. Lord of all)!1489 Without “God at work” all that occurs is 
personal deluded religious endeavors, which never accomplishes the 
spiritual reality necessary in order to be saved! There is no salvation 
devoid the reality of God; no exceptions! Aloof the spiritual relational 
reality, God’s anointing and leadership never occurs unto fulfillment of 
purpose in the Lord; thus vanity of the flesh denies the reality of God, 
and thus the imperative of being led upon the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness!1490 Without the protection by the Lord, contingent upon 
His faithfulness, upon the narrow path of His righteousness, there is 
no reality of redemption; for a delusive lifelong endeavor upon the 
broad path of spiritual destruction, leads only to death in one’s sins, as 
the broad path of spiritual destruction leads away from God, and there-
fore away from the narrow path of righteous truth, reality, and salvation! 

Those who truly and devotionally love the Lord follow the Lord 
upon the narrow path of His righteousness; for God set the standards 
by which we must follow, and in love for Him we follow without: com-
promise, variation, or excuse (absolute appropriate: loyalty, dedication, 

1487 Exodus 20:7; Philippians 2:12, 13.
1488 John 6:44, 45.
1489 Acts 10:36, 37; Romans 10:8-13.
1490 Matthew 7:13-27, emphasis vs. 13, 14.
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devotion and obedience)! There is a righteousness within the spiritual 
relational reality, which is the righteousness of God; which is realized 
only upon the narrow path, for those who devotionally and humbly sub-
mit unto God’s masterful leadership therefore never seek to establish 
righteousness of “self”; for we exist within the righteousness of God, 
or we do not, for there is no reality of having it both ways (double-
mindedness)!1491 The way is simple, selflessly and devotionally submit 
unto the good, acceptable and perfect will of God in accordance to seek-
ing knowledge of the truth, or perish in one’s sins! Without complete 
denial of “self” even within the necessary moment when drawn by God, 
no spiritual reality will begin or continue; for only the Lord can take 
us beyond the flesh unto the spiritual reality, and thereby begin the 
good work which He is faithful to complete!1492  

The Lord God of all creation knows every individual precisely, even 
to the core of motive and intent! The Lord knew who would humbly 
and devotionally submit to follow Him in the light of truth, and who 
would not because of “self-centeredness” and blatant carnal vanity; even 
before He made the earth habitable! Those who God recognized as 
seeking righteous purpose within the spiritual relational reality (actual 
devotional relationship with God in the light of absolute truth), are the 
“remnant” which will be: prepared, adopted, redeemed, and led forth 
unto eternal spiritual completion; all others who were witnessed (prior 
to the foundation of the world) to live only for “self” and the ways of 
the world, are not the “remnant,” (few) within whom the good work of 
God is never allowed to begin or continue! If the good (and righteous) 
work of God is never allowed to begin, it most certainly cannot continue 
unto eternal fruition in righteousness! 

The reality is simple, the Lord God is astounding righteous and holy, 
and greater than all that He has created! Yes, God is merciful and gra-
cious, which is why according to His faithfulness He will begin and 
continue His good work within individuals who He knew would devo-
tionally love Him, while yet waiting patiently for those who He knows 
will come to this imperative.1493 God’s patience is divine, as also are all 
aspects of His reality; thus all fault and culpability of wrongdoing (un-

1491 Romans 10:1-4; James 1:7-12; 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 119:113, 114.
1492 Philippians 1:6.
1493 Romans 9:15, 16.
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righteousness) fall upon us, for within our selfish and unrighteous ways 
of existence by personal choice (obeying and following the sinful nature), 
we are the ones who deny the reality of God, within our evasion of 
knowledge of the truth necessary in order to be saved and led forth!1494 
Although God can never actually be blamed for our blatant foolishness, 
disobedience and carnality (vanity); multitudes throughout the history 
of humankind will inevitably seek to blame God, for within the insecu-
rities of our flesh we will habitually refuse to examine and test ourselves 
and thereby realize and acknowledge the truth that—we are the ones 
at fault (culpability)!1495 Please summit unto the Lord God by accept-
ance of the reality of Jesus (glory of Christ; Lord, Savior, King); for 
nothing of the flesh can lead unto the reality of God, as the spiritual 
relational reality is the good work of God which can never be emulated 
or mimicked! Please allow the Lord to lead you forth hence, for His is 
the masterful righteous leadership of which all have necessity; in the 
spiritual relational reality and light of truth, without exception!1496 The 
fact remains that when God is allowed to begin a “good” work in indi-
viduals, according to Biblical standards of righteousness (Jesus as Lord); 
the individuals can then be taken into the spiritual reality by the grace 
abounding good work of God; which takes them beyond the wretched-
ness and insecurities of the flesh, unto the righteousness and eternal 
security found solely within the redeeming relationship! Why do the 
many fail terribly regarding actual spirituality; because they began self-
ishly and continued selfishly within un-righteousness! Please choose 
God through seeking of the truth; for no other avenue can possibly 
bring forth spiritual success unto righteous eternal fruition! 

 
RENDERING THE TRUTH IN LOVE IS MANY TIMES 
DIFFICULT, AS THE TRUTH IS MANY TIMES NOT 
RECEIVED WELL; YET RENDERING THE TRUTH IN 
LOVE IS NEVER BURDENSOME, FOR THE LOVE OF 
GOD SHINES THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AND REALITY 
WITHIN WHICH WE MUST EXIST; LEST WE 
REMAIN DEFEATED!1497 

1494 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
1495 Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, specific—vs. 8-14.
1496 1 John 1:1-10.
1497 Romans 8:1-17; 2 Timothy 2:24-3:7; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.

The Big If 565



I I I )  MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION 

Sin caused an estrangement (separation) between humankind and God. 
The sinfulness of humankind of which pride is at the forefront, brought 
forth an enmity between mankind and God which the Lord seeks to 
eliminate by His abounding lovingkindness and grace. The very essence 
of Biblical reconciliation signifies the removal of the enmity; thus God 
seeks that humankind would once again draw near to Him from the 
distancing which sin has caused. This “drawing near from afar” is ac-
complished by acceptance of Christ’s authority, and atonement for our 
sins, and sincere faith that God raised Jesus from the dead; within this 
the Law has been established.1498 The reconciliation is therefore ac-
complished in full by the Lord, upon an individual’s sincere acceptance 
of salvation by grace through faith, in accordance to the Biblical right-
eous confession of faith (Jesus as Lord). This is a free gift, which can 
never be earned and is never warranted; thus it is given by God’s grace 
and gratefully accepted by reverent faith and acquiescence (to agree 
sometimes reluctantly).  

All within the Body of Christ having a ministry of reconciliation is 
a fact which eludes many pastors, ministers, teachers and denominations; 
when the doctrines of humankind has taken precedence over Biblical 
righteous truth. Much of this is derived from the fact that most denom-
inations have never accurately aligned (cut out straight) the Gospel 
truth; this because the pride of humankind has led to failures in differ-
entiating between Biblical customs of antiquity and moral standard, as 
well as the destination of the writings (hermeneutic). The nation of 
Israel was chosen by the Lord as a people who were to be set apart from 
others so as to worship and serve the one true God. This choice was 
solely by the lovingkindness and grace of God, and was never contingent 
upon anything that the Israelites themselves had ever done!1499 Failing 
to realize this, orthodox Jews yet seek to adhere to the Mosaic and 
Levitical Law, even though in doing so they deny the Lord Jesus Christ 
who is the Messiah of prophetic promise. If anyone should have been 
able to identify the Messiah (Christ) it was the Jews, for they had re-
ceived specific prophesy as to His coming for generations; which 
occurred exactly as prophesied. 

1498 Galatians 3:1-29, emphasis vs. 22-27; cf. Romans 3:21-31, specific vs. 29-31.
1499 Deuteronomy 7:1-11, specific vs. 6-8.
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Although there is no distinction between the Jews and all others 
(Gentiles) during this time period (dispensation) of grace, the fact re-
mains that prior to this time period and during the millennial reign of 
Christ, the Jews were and will once again be set apart by the Lord ac-
cording to His “hesed” faithfulness. This is mentioned to demonstrate 
how far too many congregations yet fail to distinguish what was spoken 
to the Jews and what is pertinent to all of us during this dispensation of 
grace.1500 The failure of the Body of Christ (church) to distinguish these 
differences, has led to divisions and inappropriate teachings. Far too 
many denominations attempt to claim the promises and blessings which 
the Lord has for Israel alone, while also attempting to revive aspects of 
the Levitical Law (such as the tithe)1501 and Jewish custom (water bap-
tism—Jewish sign of the new covenant)1502 upon the Body of Christ; 
this of course being inappropriate. The Gospel never makes sense with-
out allegory unless these distinctions are made; allegory from the time 
of Jesus ascension being eliminated.1503 

When the simple fact of ours being a MINISTRY OF RECON-
CILIATION is forgotten, denied or rejected, then many un-righteous 
forms of ministry are proclaimed as being necessary. Examples are: mini-
stries which attempt to bring forth conviction (primarily calling 
non-believers to repent from sin), thereby attempting to do the work 
of the Holy Spirit;1504 healing ministries which deny the Gospel for the 
sake of pleasing humankind (explained as follows in description of dis-
pensations); promises, emphases, and standards to and for Israel alone 
are attributed to the Body of Christ (including signs and wonders), lead-
ing believers to covet the blessings for Israel;1505 traditions are 
emphasized as precedent over Scripture truth and a personal relation-
ship with God;1506 “self,” ease, comfort, prestige and riches take 
precedence over proclaiming the Gospel truth.1507 Divisions replace 
unity, as far too many are confused regarding Christian ministry, thus 

1500 Romans 3:21-29; 10:11-13; 11: 13, 14; Acts 13:46-48; cf. Matthew 10:1-6; 15:22-24, 
specific v. 24.

1501 Numbers 18:20-28; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, emphasis vs. 7-9; cf. Hosea 10:12.
1502 Matthew 3:11; 10:1-6; 15:24; Acts 2:38; 10:46-48; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:14-17; Acts 13:45-49; 

Ephesians 4:4-6.
1503 John 16:25-33, specific vs. 25-28.
1504 John 16:8-11.
1505 Matthew 12:39, 40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, emphasis vs. 22-24.
1506 Galatians 4:1-11, specific vs. 9-11; cf. Matthew 15:3-9; Colossians 2:1-10, specific v. 8.
1507 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
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leading to the seeking of religion rather than a relationship with the 
Lord—Christ Jesus. Please remember—manmade religion (doctrines 
of demons) will save no one!1508 

There are many distinct differences between the dispensation of the 
Law and this time period of grace demonstrated in the Gospel! One of 
these distinctions is reconciliation, which is presented predominantly 
in Paul’s epistles; upon the revelation of the mystery.1509 Nowhere within 
Paul’s writing about reconciliation, does he mention that God had a 
change of attitude regarding humankind! God has never been mad at 
us, for He created us in His own image (spiritually). The estrangement 
(enmity) occurred by our rebellious indifference toward God; therefore 
in His lovingkindness and grace, God sent His Son to eliminate this 
problem. Once again God’s grace is wondrously sufficient!1510 

Within the MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION to which actual 
Christians have been commissioned, is a mandate that we are not to 
have intended hostility toward anyone! The Lord in reconciling hu-
mankind back unto Himself also taught us to put a stop to any and all 
enmity which may exist between us and others. This is the reason why 
Christians are never to: maintain anger and un-forgiveness toward 
others; live for “self” alone; or participate in the unfruitful deeds of 
darkness. If we as Christians (those who are Christ-like) would maintain 
our focus upon the One whom we claim to know, then the fruits of His 
Spirit would be more easily manifested and fulfilled within us. Unlike 
many who believe that we can in some way emulate the righteousness 
of God, the truth remains that the righteousness is His; we through de-
votional submission and obedience become instruments of it. The 
foolishness of seeking victory as believers through our own merits and 
strength is that which has led to denominational religion and many 
downfalls. It is by God’s nurturing, standards of reconciliation, strength 
and grace, that we succeed in purpose of life! The battle we face within 
the simplicity of this fact remains of necessity to deny un-godly behavior, 
distractions and discouragement; this we do because we love our Lord! 
Our success begins and ends with obedience to the two New Testament 
commandments; for Christian obedient submission is based in love!1511 

1508 Acts 4:12; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Jude 1:1-25.
1509 Ephesians 2:11-22; Colossians 1:15-23; specific—Romans 5:11; 11:15; 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21.
1510 Romans 5:12-21; 2 Corinthians 12:9.
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MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION SUMMATION 

God is not mad at humankind. 1.
 

God seeks all to come near from afar.  2.
 

God seeks that those who claim to know and love Him, love all others.  3.
 

We are to proclaim God’s love to others, as well as His wonderful 4.
free gift of salvation by grace through faith; this with imperative 
instruction regarding “knowledge” of the Christ.  

 
We are to defend the hope of salvation which is in us; not wasting 5.
time defending human doctrine, religious traditions, or religion 
itself. 

 
We are to assist others in knowledge of the Scriptures, if they have 6.
the desire to learn. 

 
We are never to beat folks over the head with the love story of God 7.
for humanity, which is the Gospel of peace. Hearts are never open 
to accept the Gospel, unless God is present to open the calloused 
heart! 

 
We are not to deceive others into believing the doctrine of demons 8.
(manmade doctrinal religion) which has led to divisions within the 
Body of Christ; for we are all supposed to be one in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.1512 

 
We are not to covet the blessings of Israel; for they are God’s chosen 9.
people and we (Gentiles) are not. Are not His blessings upon us 
sufficient? 

 
We are not to place distinctions where there are none; yet we are to 10.
understand the distinctions which are presented in the Gospel. The 
portion which follows should help in this endeavor. 

1511 Matthew 22:36-40; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
1512 1 Timothy 4:1-11; cf. Ephesians 4:4-6.
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We are to submit to God so that His love as well as our own may go 11.
forth unto others. Within this endeavor we must come out from the 
midst of secular society and be separate; lest the distinction between 
us and them be clouded by obscurity. 

 
We are to turn to, trust in, love foremost, and serve Christ Jesus our 12.
Lord. This is never accomplished by seeking righteousness of our 
own nor seeking to emulate His, but rather by walking within the 
righteousness of God as by His strength and leadership. 

 
We must place our human pride (“self”) upon the cross where it 13.
belongs (crucified); this we do by devotionally being appreciative of 
God’s grace! 

 
Note: We speak the necessary truth of reconciliation in love. Should 
the conversation lean toward more serious matters which involve stern 
disciplined truth; we speak the necessary truth in love, while never at-
tempting to: convince, convict, or place someone under compulsion.  

TRANSITION PERIODS: DISPENSATIONS / EPOCHS 

In this section we will go back to the beginning. From this point (be-
ginning), we will look at the instructions and accountability which was 
set forth by God—pointing directly to the Lord Jesus Christ. Technical 
reference will not come forth per se, yet attempts will be made to dem-
onstrate how the Lord allowed us every avenue of reason humanly 
possible, to realize our shortcomings, frailty and inability. If and when 
we understand how weak we truly are, then we will submit to Him 
(hopefully), thereby becoming receptive to the love and cleansing our 
Lord seeks to freely give us. 

The following is a basic explanation as to the seven dispensations 
which have, are, and will be in effect according to God’s immense love 
for all humanity. The seventh dispensation is a time when Jesus will 
draw His chosen people (the Jews) back unto Himself. 

Note: God’s love for all races and creeds is the same. The Israelites 
were designated as the chosen of God by grace; this solely by the volition 
of God. It would be inappropriate for anyone to think they are loved 
more by God than someone else; for God’s love is everlasting, abound-
ing and unconditional. It is hoped that evidence of God’s immense love 
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and grace will be witnessed in the following account. Many have said 
that there is no such thing as dispensations in the Gospel; yet if this 
were true, the Gospel would not contain the word “epoch” which is the 
beginning point of a dispensation.1513 

Dispensation of Innocence 
Parties of the dispensation “Adam and Eve.” •
The test—fill and subdue;1514 do not eat from the tree of the •
knowledge of good and evil.1515 
Failure—ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and •
evil.1516 
Judgment by God—cast out of the Garden of Eden; pain in •
childbirth; toil in working the soil; death.1517 

 
This dispensation was the epitome of simple, for the decision was but—
one. The Lord walked with His creation and blessed Adam and Eve 
with every convenience and comfort for a wonderful, fruitful and abun-
dant life. The Lord had put forth but one rule—“do not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” This was yet too much to ask 
in the eyes of humankind (Adam and Eve), for humankind is envious 
of what we do not have, thereby we generally seek more when we fail 
to be content with our current blessings. 

The Lord knows exactly how we are, for He created us! In being 
created in God’s image—please understand that God is spirit, therefore 
our creation in His image is a spiritual image (Imago Dei); not a physical 
one. The Lord stated that death would be the result of disobedience, 
yet Satan caused Eve to doubt what God had said; this being a strategy 
he (Satan) yet uses with much success even to this day. Adam not being 
deceived, or doubtful regarding the words by the Lord sinned willfully; 
which is why our sinful nature comes through our biological father, not 
our mother.1518 Today as throughout history, men seek to vary (com-
promise) from what God has instructed, for we in our prideful arrogance 

1513 Acts 1:6-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.
1514 Genesis 1:28.
1515 Genesis 2:15-17.
1516 Genesis 3:9-12.
1517 Genesis 3:16-19.
1518 1 Corinthians 15:22; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14.
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tend to believe our human reason and excuses can detract from devo-
tional obedience. Please remember, at this point man had but one 
decision to make—to eat a specific (disobedience), or not (obedience). 

Dispensation of Conscience 
Parties of the dispensation—“humankind.” •
The test—obey convictions from within (conscience). •
Failure—extreme sinfulness and self-centeredness; wickedness •
in accordance to evil. 
Judgment—catastrophic flood (deluge). •

 
The progeny of Adam and Eve were to live their lives according to con-
science. This is the basis of following God’s laws of morality which have 
been written upon the hearts of all human beings.1519 Humankind’s fai-
lure in this regard was to such a degree that wickedness became the 
prevalent factor throughout the world; this with the exception of one 
man—Noah.1520 

Throughout this section we will find the blessings of God upon those 
who are obedient; this derived from their devotion unto God. Just as 
Noah and seven others were delivered from destruction although all 
others were destroyed, so has it always been that those who truly love 
God will be delivered.1521 During the time Noah was building the Ark, 
the Spirit of the Lord was speaking through Noah in proclaiming the 
necessity of seeking God to avoid death.1522 Proclaiming the ways of 
the Lord although surrounded by wickedness and adversity, as did Noah 
in his time, is derived from the Holy Spirit’s fruits of love within us. 

Let us imagine for a moment the patience of God. All parents have 
had the discomfort of telling their child to stop doing something; having 
the child disobey and do exactly the opposite. Imagine now, how we as 
adults yet disobey our heavenly Father; how many times we have done 
the exact opposite of what He commanded, and how He yet awaits us 
to stop and turn back (repent). A little child does not have reason and 
logic as do adults, so when they disobey immaturity is a factor. As 
adults—what is our excuse? “Faith” is to face toward God, whereas 

1519 Romans 2:9-16.
1520 Genesis 6:5-13.
1521 Genesis 8:15-19; cf. John 3:16-21; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter 2:4-9.
1522 cf. Hebrews 11:7; cf. Matthew 24:38, 39.

Simplicity of Devotion572



“sight” is to face away from God; therefore let us consider walking by 
faith with God as the focal point of our attention, rather than by sight 
with the ways of the world distracting us! This was in essence the task 
of this “Dispensation of Conscience,” as humankind could either focus 
on doing the right thing by moral stature; or not. 

Dispensation of Human Government 
Parties of the dispensation—humankind. •
The test—fill and subdue.1523 (Sound familiar?) •
Failure—trusting in self; gathering at Babel. •
Judgment—confusion of languages. •

 
The “dispensation of human government” was a time of considerable 
importance, for the Lord is allowing man the ability to trust in them-
selves or in Him; thereby coming to one’s own conclusions. The 
importance of this—is that man being almost completely destroyed 
(prior; minus eight), should realize how trusting in God brings forth 
deliverance and blessing, while trusting in one’s own abilities and in-
tellect brings forth trouble and destruction. Because the love of God 
far surpasses our repeated intentional wrongdoing (un-righteousness), 
He made a covenant to never again destroy every living creature of all 
flesh by water (deluge); even though destruction may be warranted.1524 
Please remember—animals are forced to pay the consequences of 
human sin; although they are innocent! 

Now this “dispensation of human government” comes with a few 
stipulations which involve specifics of morality which are to be fol-
lowed.1525 Please consider that when God tells us something, it is not a 
request; when we attempt to make it such, we in fact believe ourselves 
to be smarter than God!1526 Comparing this with a child’s sassy talking 
back to a parent; notice a correlation?  

Unlike previously during the “dispensation of conscience” when 
mankind became purely wicked by following the evil intents which 
arose from demonically influenced self-centered desires, now the 
people are gathering together for accomplishments of human volition; 

1523 Genesis 9:1, 2.
1524 Genesis 9:11-17; cf. Romans 3:21-26, emphasis v. 23.
1525 Genesis 9:3-7.
1526 cf. 1 Corinthians 1:25-29.
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thus diminished lustful wickedness, with an increase of pride.1527 The 
people were told to be fruitful and multiply throughout the earth, yet 
failed to do so as they gathered together at one central location (Babel). 
The instruction was simple—“go therefore”; yet once again man be-
lieves themselves to be superior to God in intellect, and do the opposite 
of that instructed. I state “man” by reference that the “men” are to lead 
their families in obedience to God, therefore the “men” are responsible 
to follow instructions and thereby lead their families by example. 

God is always merciful and abounding in grace! The people had con-
gregated when they were supposed to have gone out into the farthest 
reaches of the world. God blessed mankind by confusing the one lan-
guage into many, thereby causing the separation into different directions 
which was instructed. Is it not wonderful how God can put us back on 
track, when we intentionally choose to go the wrong way, or remain 
still when told to move!1528 He gives us wonderful instruction which is 
for our betterment and the betterment of future generations (many 
times), and protects us from the harm of our disobedience; placing us 
back on track time and time again. Praise God for His wonderful grace! 

Please consider—if humankind had been allowed to remain at Babel, 
and grown outward from the one central location yet trusting in them-
selves, humankind would have inevitably failed to trust in God. With 
generation after generation trusting in themselves, pride would have pre-
vailed in blinding humankind to the “reality of God.” Being blinded within 
themselves, parents would have taught their children to trust in themselves 
as they (the parents) had, and thereby the children would remain blinded 
by stubborn adolescent pride also. With pride breeding pride continuing 
for generations, what would have become of the potential for humankind 
to humbly summit unto God by faith so as to receive salvation? 

Dispensation of Promise 
Parties of the dispensation—Abraham and his descendants of •
the promise.1529 
The test—dwell in Canaan (the land shown you); do not go to •
Egypt.1530  

1527 Genesis 11:1-9.
1528 cf. Jonah 1:3-17.
1529 Genesis 12:1-5; cf. Galatians 3:12-29.
1530 Genesis 26:1-6.
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Failure—moved to Egypt.1531 •
Judgment—400 years of slavery. •

 
Once again the exact opposite of that instructed by God, becomes the 
end result of man’s disobedience. Abram had been instructed to sojourn 
in the land of Canaan and stay clear of Egypt, yet enacted plans of his 
own which led to 400 years of bondage. Due to a deception on the part 
of Abram (Abraham) upon entering Egypt; lands were given him in the 
area which allowed roots to form where no roots were to be planted 
(established). Do you suppose God realizes things which we do not, and 
by His lovingkindness instructs us in the ways we are to go; this to stay 
us from going astray and from harm?1532 

With acts of disobedience being the factor of defeat yet once again, 
the Lord places His grace in front so as to guide and deliver His chosen. 
The Lord had allowed man: the blessing of one choice (innocence), the 
ability to listen to one’s heart (conscience), the ability to form govern-
mental interaction (human government), the ability to live in an area 
blessed and protected according to God’s faithfulness (promise); yet hu-
mankind (in general) have goofed it four out of four times! 

Dispensation of the Law 
Parties of the dispensation—“Israel.”1533 •
The test—obey God fully.1534 •
Failure—rejection of Messiah’s Kingdom; seeking righteousness •
within “self.” 1535 
Judgment—set aside (temporarily).1536 •

 
Now the Lord in His wonderful love puts forth a new dispensation with 
many specific guidelines; this to demonstrate that man’s greatest efforts 
can neither save, nor function completely within the realm of obedience. 
Mankind had been given several opportunities to be obedient in simple 
ways, yet now matters are much more complicated as by sophistication. 

1531 Genesis 12:7-10.
1532 Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:23-27; 16:9; Psalms 4:1-8; 37:23, 24.
1533 Books of Exodus; Leviticus; Deuteronomy. 
1534 Deuteronomy 7:1-26.
1535 cf. Romans 9:30-10:4.
1536 Acts 13:45-48; 18:5, 6; 22:17-22; 28:23-29; Romans 11:1-32.
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Man had repeatedly thought that he was smarter than God by choosing 
his (their) own path, now the Lord will bless mankind (as by Israel) to 
our necessity in life being found in Him (Jesus). God gave the Law so 
as to point out sin, this then rendering humankind’s necessity to be—
God’s grace. Israel had knowledge of sin via the Law, and warranted 
knowledge of redemption; thus their need of a Savior!1537  

The world (secular society) tells us that we must trust in ourselves 
and/or human government, this of course derived from human pride 
and arrogance. When we come to know God, a difference (separation) 
occurs as we must stop trusting in ourselves, human government and 
human intellect; instead trusting in the faithfulness of God. This is not 
an easy task; yet by both simple and complicated means God has allowed 
us the opportunity to witness for ourselves that deliverance and blessing 
is solely found in trusting Him! The Law was given to Israel so as to 
render to them the godly wisdom of necessities to please God by human 
effort. This in itself was a blessing in showing that our greatest efforts 
fall far short of pleasing Him, therefore He allows us to please Him by 
His own work (blessings).1538 Wow, what tremendous lovingkindness!1539 

The Lord had allowed a portion of humankind (Israel) to attempt 
deliverance by the efforts of complete obedience. Mankind is always 
seeking to put their two cents worth into everything, including the ef-
fectual works of God.1540 The Lord is allowing Israel to personally 
witness their own inadequacies so that they will turn to and trust in 
Him; yet once again—failure. The sophistication of the Law to dem-
onstrate the necessity of all to be redeemed from sin; the witnessed 
necessity finding resolve only in the Lord Jesus Christ; this necessity 
(the Messiah of promise) yet denied; leading to further rejection of God 
by those He has chosen.  

Praise God that Jesus would reduce the 614 (some say 613) Mosaic 
and Levitical Laws to the simplicity of two (2), for the next dispensa-
tion.1541 Jesus was born under (during) the dispensation of the Law so as 
to redeem those born under the Law.1542 God’s intricate perfect timing 

1537 Romans 7:7-12; 8:1-11; Galatians 2:6-4:11, specific vs. 3:10-29.
1538 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
1539 Psalm 136:1-26; cf. 1 John 4:7-10.
1540 Example—Genesis 17:15-19. 
1541 Matthew 22:37-40.
1542 Galatians 4:4, 5.
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in sending His Son Jesus at exactly the right time for complete fulfillment 
of prophesy and everything necessary for the redemption of humankind, 
proves His love and patience! He allowed every conceivable circumstance 
to occur so as to demonstrate man’s inability, for this was necessary that 
we may finally realize our being incapable in and of ourselves for any 
good thing.1543 In this, God demonstrated that as humans of a sinful na-
ture we will assuredly fall in some manner, therefore we have but one act 
of success, the act of devotional submission to the authority of God.1544 

Throughout these first five dispensations, humankind was allowed 
to realize the patience of God regarding them, for appreciation of it 
unto submission. Throughout these dispensations, humankind was 
either disobedient and/or deceived into seeking excess in and of oneself, 
coveting the things of God, or attempting righteousness apart from the 
One who is actually righteous. Throughout these dispensations, the 
tender mercies and patience of God were present to further emphasize 
His lovingkindness, and this to point the way of redemption which is 
found only in the Lord Jesus Christ. As human beings, we tend to rely 
upon God only when our best and last effort has failed, yet by grace 
He has allowed us to fall so that we may—look up! Upon looking up, 
we then have the potential of placing our focus upon Him and thereby 
receiving His blessings; for our focus, love and trust is that which our 
dearest heavenly Father (Abba) has desired all along!1545  

Dispensation of Grace 
Parties of the dispensation—“humankind.”1546 •
The test—accept the free gift of salvation; (Jesus—the •
Redeemer / Lord / Christ).1547 
The failure—reject Jesus atoning work regarding salvation by •
grace; failure to submit unto the authority and reality of the 
Christ (glory of Christ)1548 
Judgment—the Great Tribulation; (the time of Jacob’s distress); •
God’s wrath during bowl judgments.1549 

1543 Psalm 14:1-7; Romans 3:9-20.
1544 James 2:5-13, emphasis v. 10; 4:3-10.
1545 Hebrews 12:1-3; Hosea 6:6; ABBA (Aramaic word)—Mark 14:36; Romans 8:15; 

Galatians 4:6.
1546 Acts 15:6-11; Romans 3:21-30; 10:8-13; Colossians 3:5-17.
1547 John 3:3-21; Acts 4:8-12; Romans 5:1-11; 8:1-17.
1548 Matthew 10:33-40; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; 2 Timothy 2:11-13.
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Throughout the dispensations of promise and the Law, the Lord had 
allowed Israel to understand their need of physical salvation (deliver-
ance) which was found only in the strength of God’s might and 
lovingkindness. This training was accomplished by the principles of re-
demption, which the Lord had set forth unto His chosen people. 
Redemption was to make emphasis of buying back something which 
formerly belonged to the original purchaser, yet had passed to another. 
Although during these dispensations the redemption was emphasized 
in a physical context, the lesson to be learned was yet to ultimately point 
out the redemptive work of Christ upon the cross for all humankind; 
this emphasized in a spiritual context, thus the necessity of “faith.”1550 
Israel had continually attempted to emphasize their faith via physical 
means, which is why they constantly sought false gods with forms (im-
ages / wood, stone, silver, and gold idols) which could be witnessed in 
the physical realm.1551 This behavior yet exists in the current dispensa-
tion (of grace), and will yet continue even into the Tribulation Period.1552 
The Lord has now allowed humankind every opportunity to realize 
that our way simply does not work, for now by our own experiences we 
realize the imperative to accept the free ultimate redemptive gift—sal-
vation by grace through faith; and this by acceptance of the reality of 
Jesus (Lord; Messiah; God). Unlike the many periods of bondage nec-
essary for human pride to be driven away so as to receive reconciliation 
as in times past (emphasized by Israel’s sin cycle), the ultimate recon-
ciliation (being brought near from afar) has occurred fully for all time 
by God’s work at the cross. 

By the grace of God, we are back to simplicity. Just as there was but 
one choice to be made during the “dispensation of innocence” (time of 
Adam and Eve); so now during this “dispensation of grace” we are back 
to one choice, do we accept salvation by grace through faith founda-
tional to the Messiah; or not. The nation of Israel is now set aside 
(temporarily), and Jews and Gentiles alike adopted into the family of 
God; if the decision to accept the free gift is righteously accomplished. 
No further distinctions between any peoples upon the earth, for all are 
now under God’s immense grace with but one decision to be made.1553 

1549 Matthew 24:4-25; Jeremiah 30:1-7; bowl judgment reference—Revelation 15:1-16:21.
1550 Hebrews 11:1-6; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:42-50.
1551 Deuteronomy 29:17-19; Habakkuk 2:18-20.
1552 Revelation 9:20, 21.
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The difference between this simple choice and the one during the dis-
pensation of innocence, is that one choice (Christ) leads to eternal joy 
and peace in God’s presence, whereas to deny Jesus (salvation by grace 
through devotional faith) is to spend eternity in torment and agony. 
Death in one’s sins, or life in Christ; this choice is simple in reality, yet 
complicated by manmade doctrine (doctrines of demons; religion); to 
the point that many choose death over life. What a harsh reality that 
pride and false teaching would lead to such eternal torment for so many, 
when not only death is conquered in one’s relationship with Jesus, but 
also all fear of death is swallowed up as well.1554 

Let us compare and contrast the two eternal states (heaven / hell), 
so as to emphasize the ramification of one’s decision. The Biblical in-
dication is that hell is a very awful place. The Scriptural evidence is that 
hell (lake of fire and brimstone) is a place of unending misery and eternal 
torment. Very important is the factual expression “forever” (unto the 
ages). This expression as used in the Greek New Testament is used for 
the eternality of heaven and the eternality for hell.1555 It is the exact 
same expression! Those who would somehow seek to shorten the du-
ration of eternal punishment in hell find themselves forced to reckon 
with the fact that it is the exact same construction (eternity; for ever 
and ever); thus attempts to postulate elimination of one is to eliminate 
the other. To shorten the duration in hell is to bring into danger the 
Biblical promise concerning eternity in heaven; yet although neither 
can actually occur, this is but another way in which religious precepts 
and doctrines cause confusion, and the foolish stubborn pride of hu-
mankind causes obscurity pertaining to truth and reality.  

There has also been in recent years the supposed need by some 
evangelicals (annihilationist) to eliminate the eternal punishment which 
is sure for all who are lost. As humans we like the idea of an eternity 
of bliss and joy, yet cringe at the thought of eternal punishment. Many 
seeking to please humankind rather than God would attempt by human 
reason (and stupidity) to deny the eternality of hell, teaching rather 
that such a judgment would never be allowed to happen by a loving 
God. This is but human foolishness based in fear, for Christian love 

1553 Romans 10:8-13; 11:17-24.
1554 1 John 4:11-21; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.
1555 11:15; 14:9-11; 20:10-15; 22:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
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seeks to reach all with the good news; as we realize that hell is realis-
tically and eternally terrible. Please remember—“hell” was prepared 
for Satan and demons, human beings are condemned to this torment 
by their own choosing!1556 

The Redeemed will have an eternity with God in His place of dwell-
ing (New Jerusalem). In this place which is beyond human reason, the 
glory of God will illumine the entire structure so that the light of the 
moon and the sun will no longer be necessary factors.1557 The warmth 
of God’s lovingkindness and presence will surround the Redeemed, and 
in this state of bliss, joy, and righteousness we will serve and worship 
the Lord our God for all eternity. 

The wicked lost will have no sense of bliss, nor comfort, nor peace. 
They will be tormented by their own decision to deny Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior; for their own decision brought forth the just judgment 
of God upon them. They will be eternally separated from the warmth 
and light which is found in God’s presence; lying in darkness for all 
eternity with unending torment. In the light there is comfort and heal-
ing, whereas in the darkness only festering sorrow and pain. 

Both the Redeemed and the lost will have eternal existence.1558 The 
phraseology used is: the Redeemed with have everlasting joy and life; 
the lost will have eternal discomfort and torment.1559 The Redeemed 
will have eternal bliss away from mourning and misery;1560 the lost will 
have nothing but eternal mourning and misery.1561 The Redeemed will 
dwell in the company of saints and angels; the lost will have the company 
of everyone else’s misery.1562 The Redeemed will be in the presence of 
God’s loving glory, thus illumined; the lost will be in utter darkness ac-
companied by the pure evil which is Satan and his demons.1563 The 
Redeemed will never hunger or thirst; the lost will never have their 
hunger and thirst quenched.1564 The Redeemed will have exacting com-
fort; the lost will have burning heat. The Redeemed will have rest; the 

1556 Matthew 25:31-46, specific v. 41; cf. Matthew 7:13-27.
1557 Revelation 21:1-22:5.
1558 Matthew 25:46.
1559 John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 2:14-17; Revelation 14:9-11.
1560 Revelation 7:16, 17.
1561 Matthew 22:2-14, emphasis v. 13; 25:14-30, emphasis v. 30.
1562 Hebrews 12:22-24.
1563 Revelation 21:3, 4; 22:3-5; Revelation 19:20; 20:10-15.
1564 Revelation 7:9-17; exampled—Luke 16:19-31, emphasis v. 24.
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lost will have troubling anguish. The Redeemed will honor, worship and 
serve God; the lost will have nothing to do but mourn and live regrets. 
Bliss to the Redeemed and torment to the lost; wow what a contrast. 

In this time of simplicity abounding with God’s grace, we must be-
ware that the foolishness of arrogant men (and women) would not lead 
us astray. Although this section is by no means complete in the many 
details of each dispensation (so as to keep it simple), I yet trust it evident 
that God has always simply wanted our devotion and loyalty. It is a large 
shame that something as simple as a free gift (salvation in accordance 
with God’s grace, received by devotional faith), is considered by many 
to be insufficient for one’s salvation. Let us put this in context: 

 
Romans 5:6, 8: For while we were still helpless, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly….But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
  
From these passages please note what action (works) was necessary 

by man for God to freely give salvation. Give up? The answer is—noth-
ing whatsoever! While we were yet helpless sinners Christ died for us; 
this atonement (at-one-ment) fulfilled once for the entire full price (ex-
piation) for sin in the stead of all who accept the free gift—salvation by 
grace through faith. Emphasis is being made of man’s failings here; for 
we must learn to sacrificially surrender our carnal volition unto the 
good, acceptable, and perfect will of our heavenly Father, from whom 
all true blessings come.1565 What Jesus did for all humankind is de-
scribed by the word “propitiation,” for by the actions of humiliation He 
suffered—God’s wrath and justice were averting fully for all time!  

Continually men seek to add stipulations to the simplicity of devo-
tionally loving God, and accepting His free gift of salvation by grace 
through faith. Many of the traditions practiced by denominationalism 
as being pleasing to God, are in fact physical aspects of “rote” which 
are taught as acts of reverence; although not! The Lord wants the loyalty 
which is derived from love and faith; the loyalty which is righteously 
appropriate by those appreciative of the many blessings of our Creator! 
Attempting to please Him aside from simplicity of devotion, leads to 

1565 James 1:17, 18; cf. Romans 12:1, 2.

The Big If 581



distractions and trusting in oneself to be pleasing to God; this being a 
cheap physical realm mimic of a spiritual realm relationship, which is 
sought in the flesh! Faith is necessary to please God, and aside from 
acts of faith and worshipping God in sprit and in truth, our efforts are 
futile and wasted! Too many religions are futile for this reason, as loving 
devotion pleases God, whereas physical aspects of worship (religion) 
do not! It is this simple, love and humbly submit unto the Lord and He 
will save you; attempt to do it by the devices of humankind (religious 
works; physical realm superficiality), and perish in ignorance! 

IMPORTANT SUMMATION: 

All the religions of the world attempt to find salvation and/or highest 
levels of consciousness by the efforts of humankind. Because God is 
the creator of all things, which includes human’s ability to know our 
Creator (righteously activated measure of faith); physical realm efforts 
make little sense when the comparison is made between the Creator 
and the created realm. Actual Christianity (as distinguished from the 
Christian religion) is the only basis of belief (faith) which makes any 
sense; for as it is impossible for frail created beings to please a powerful 
holy Creator, the answer lies in the Creator doing that which is nec-
essary for appropriate propitiation to occur. God came in human form 
to do for us that which we could never do for ourselves; thus salvation 
by grace through faith. Within this, we know that Jesus is in all real-
ity—the Way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6, 7); thus actual 
Christianity (as distinguished from the Christian religion) is true and 
correct, and completely aloof the insidiousness of religion! Our Creator 
has loved us and shown us un-merited favor (grace); in all context of 
realistic truth; is this blessing not abundantly sufficient! 

Dispensation of the Millennial Kingdom  
Parties of the dispensation—“humankind.”1566 •
The test—submit to Christ’s righteous reign. •
Failure—ultimate rebellion against Christ under the deceptive •
guidance of Satan.1567 
Judgment—destroyed in final battle (Gog and Magog).1568 •

1566 Daniel 7:12-14.
1567 Revelation 20:7, 8.
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The “dispensation of the Millennial Kingdom” will be much different 
than the world of present day. There will be no need of evangelism, for 
all will know of Jesus, for He will be literally upon the earth in physical 
form reigning from Jerusalem.1569 This will be a time of tremendous 
justice and peace upon the earth; for the Lord will rule in righteousness 
without partiality or prejudice. 

The peace upon the earth which many have sought throughout the 
ages will not occur until the millennial reign of Christ! There will be 
blessing upon all the earth as true peace shall be upon all, even in the 
animal realm.1570 Unlike now with demonic influence going to and fro 
tempting individuals, Satan will be bound and his instigated temptations 
divinely restrained, so as to render full opportunity of accepting Jesus 
for who He is: Savior, Lord and King. This will be a time when God 
will gather (draw) the Jews back unto Himself; will deliver them from 
all forms of oppression, and protect them from further suffering.1571 
The glory of the Lord will be present at Jerusalem just as His glory had 
been during the forty year desert wanderings.1572 Signs (saymeion) and 
wonders (teras) will be reestablished by the Lord for the sake of the 
Jews, so the previous mistake will not be made again; but rather they 
(remnant remaining after the Great Tribulation Period) will know that 
Jesus is indeed the Messiah and Lord of prophetic promise.1573 What a 
shame that so many had to perish in unbelief! For an illustration of the: 
Great Tribulation Period sufferings, the Lord’s return in glory, and the 
beauty of the restoration of righteousness upon Israel. Please read—
Isaiah 24:1-27:13, and chapter six of the book (Big If). 

 The Lord has always had special plans for Israel. Although some 
believe this to be favoritism, in actuality this type of thinking is selfishly 
inappropriate. The nation of Israel was chosen by God’s grace, and as 
all are chosen unto salvation by God’s grace, there is no justice in adverse 
thoughts derived from coveting. During the “dispensation of grace” the 
Jews were set aside due to their rejection of Christ, and through His 
love for them He will once again show them tremendous mercy and 

1568 Revelation 20:8, 9.
1569 Jeremiah 31:33, 34; Isaiah 2:1-4.
1570 Isaiah 4:2-6; 11:1-16; 35:1-10.
1571 Zechariah 14:1-21; Isaiah 25:1-12.
1572 Exodus 13:21, 22.
1573 Joel 2:28-3:21; Zechariah 12:1-13:9; cf. Acts 2:15-21.
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abounding grace. To believe that the Body of Christ is an offshoot spir-
itually of Israel, is to seek association with the Jews so as to gain blessings 
which are theirs alone. Within the Body of Christ (family of God) we 
are blessed with eternal life by God’s grace through faith; let’s be content 
with such a blessing and stop coveting! Shall we? Why many theologians 
feel it necessary to make association between the Jews and Gentiles is 
beyond my ability to reason or understand. Because the two groups are 
not synonymous aside from this “dispensation of grace” where there is 
no distinction between them, there is no reason to act as if there are. 
During this dispensation of grace, believing Jews and Gentiles are all 
brothers and sisters in Christ, blessed and protected. Wow—simplicity. 

Many have stated throughout history, that the Bible contradicts itself. 
Is this true? The reality of the situation and the basis of the confusion 
lie within the dispensations (oikonomia—a religious economy; stew-
ardship) of the Gospel.1574 During the different dispensations (time 
periods or movements within), the Lord has issued different responsi-
bilities; and required different accountabilities (principles) to be fulfilled 
(obeyed) by humankind. Attempts to intermix the dispensations, as if 
the Bible is a long singular story, renders a basis of confusion; where 
confusion should never have been! The standard set forth by God, is 
that diligence be put forth to handle accurately (Greek—orthotomew; 
to cut straight) the Gospel; this literally means to place the individual 
pieces linear, to present the truth straight. When the pieces of each dis-
pensation are placed linear out straight, truth is revealed within each 
dispensation! Attempts to mix pieces of one dispensation into a different, 
or series of different dispensations; the picture of the truth within each 
is obscured and therefore confusing. This can be understood easily by 
visualizing what would occur should the pieces of different puzzles be 
hammered together; the picture would be indiscernible.  

These responsibilities were to be carried out and fulfilled literally. 
Many believe (Covenant / Calvinistic Theology) that certain parts or 
aspects of the Gospel are to be taken literally, while others symbolically. 
Along these lines as to deeper meanings within the Gospel, Protestant 
evangelicals believe that the Gospel should be interpreted allegorically; 
in a spiritual sense within the lives of believers. They believe that certain 
passages such as promises and prophecies are not to be taken literally. 

1574 Ephesians 1:3-14; 3:1-12.
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This in itself raises doubts and questions regarding eschatology (theol-
ogy regarding future events). 

The most important aspect of our current dispensation (dispensation 
of grace), is the responsibility of man to accept the sacrifice (atonement) 
of the Lord Jesus Christ!1575 The unified agreement of the brethren 
(brothers and sisters in Christ) consisting of the hope of salvation found 
only in Christ, should remain the bond which surpasses any disagree-
ment.1576  

It is only by taking the Gospel literally that the truth may be under-
stood through the wisdom and discernment of God. Just as the first 
coming and life of Jesus was fulfilled literally as prophesied; so also will 
the eschatological events of the Gospel be fulfilled literally also.1577 If 
this is not the case that the Scriptures should be interpreted literally; 
then who is to interpret the metaphor (a figurative expression), or as-
certain (gain and understand) the truth? There is only one interpretation 
of the Gospel; God’s inspired literal interpretation!1578 

The truth to be gained by all believers is a necessity for understand-
ing and worship.1579 Example, we no longer make sacrifices as part of 
our worship services, as such we must understand the necessity for a 
literal hermeneutic (careful study of specifics), if we are to gain knowl-
edge into the differences between the Nation of Israel and the Body of 
Christ!1580 This knowledge is imperative if we are to accurately divide, 
align and handle the Word of Truth (Gospel).1581  

It would be detrimental for us to interpret the Bible using symbolism 
and figurative language, for this would lead us to view the Body of Christ 
as a spiritualized form or offshoot of Israel. This would then make the 
only option to interpret Scripture figuratively and understand God as 
working one continuous uniform program. Do all nations yet have ani-
mal sacrifices, and circumcise their male young on the eighth day 
according to the standards set forth for Israel of antiquity? Absolutely 
not! The Nation of Israel and the Body of Christ are not synonymous!1582 

1575 Romans 10:8-13; John 3:3-21; 10:7-18.
1576 Romans 5:1-6; 8:23-25; 12:9-21; 1 Peter 3:13-4:6.
1577 Isaiah 7:14, 15; 53:1-12; Micah 5:2, 3; Zechariah 14:1-5.
1578 2 Peter 1:20, 21.
1579 John 4:20-24; 8:31-36; 2 Peter 1:2-19.
1580 Israel - Exodus 19:5, 6; 2 Samuel 7:4-17; Romans 9:1-5 / Body of Christ - 

Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians 2:1-22; Romans 10:1-13.
1581 2 Timothy 2:1-19, emphasis vs. 14, 15; cf. 3:16, 17.
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VERTICAL (WITHDRAWN) / HORIZONTAL (CONTINUAL) COMMANDS 

A vertical command is an accountability of God’s people for a specific 
dispensation. A horizontal command is an accountability of God’s 
people for all dispensations (ages). An example of this would be the 
sacrificial system for the dispensation of the Law, or the command not 
to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (vertical com-
mands);1583 and the commandment not to murder, commit adultery, 
have other gods… (horizontal commands).1584 Although many Biblical 
commands are brought forward from dispensation to dispensation (ho-
rizontal), many are not (vertical). The unique set of requirements within 
individual dispensations is many times referred to as a “test;” with the 
term “failure” being the reference to humankind’s efforts to conform 
(continually). 

A good reference to differentiate the vertical and horizontal com-
mands of dispensations is to consider the differences by standard. The 
Lord wills for us to maintain a standard of morality in our Christian 
walk, those commands which demonstrate this specific will generally 
be horizontal.1585 The standard of vertical commands will generally be 
characterized by man’s inability to deal righteously in and of himself; 
thereby always leading to “failure.” Throughout the history of human-
kind, the Lord has allowed us to ascertain the truth that we are not 
capable in and of ourselves of doing that which is right and good.1586 
This leading to our need of His guidance to do right;1587 for apart from 
Him, no one does good!1588 Most (not all) vertical commands point to 
Christ; therefore we must always ask—what is written; and to who is it 
written? Most vertical commands are countermanded or changed in 
later dispensations!1589 

NOTATIONS ON DISPENSATION OF GRACE 

It is important to find the beginning point (in general) for this dispen-
sation. This is of great importance because there are many factors which 

1582 Romans 2:17-29; 3:1-8, specific vs. 1-3; Galatians 3:17-29; 5:1-10.
1583 Books of Exodus and Leviticus; Genesis 2:16, 17.
1584 Exodus 20:1-17.
1585 1 Peter 1:13-16.
1586 Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:9-18; 10:2-4 cf. Titus 1:15, 16; 3 John 1:11.
1587 Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:23-27; Philippians 2:12, 13.
1588 Galatians 2:19-21; Romans 3:23; 6:20-23; John 3:16.
1589 compare—Genesis 9:3; Deuteronomy 14:7-20.
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have changed from the former dispensation of the Law. In pinpointing 
the beginning of the dispensation of grace, we can more accurately un-
derstand the dispensation in which we live.  
 
Important Note: All Scripture is inspired by God, to adequately equip 
the saints; and for instruction.1590 Many may think that the words of 
Jesus take precedence, yet all Scripture is inspired and therefore of equal 
importance! Jesus was born and held His earthly ministry during the 
dispensation of the Law, so that He may redeem those under the Law; 
in addition, Jesus was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
(spoken ministry).1591 This is an important factor when considering 
what is, and what is not specifically for this dispensation of grace.1592 

The word church (ekklaysia) cannot be a source of reference as to 
being a certainty of the dispensation of grace. The word church or as-
sembly (ekklaysia) is utilized to describe a mob;1593 and the assembly 
(qahal; congregation) of Israel in the Old Testament.1594 A key word to 
finding the beginning of this dispensation is the Greek word musterion, 
from which is derived the word—“mystery.”1595  

The mystery which was revealed to the Apostle Paul, was the mystery 
that the nation of Israel was to be set aside due to their rebellion against 
God and denial of His chosen One (Messiah). The nation had been 
chosen to be the evangelizing agents for God; yet now the Gentiles 
were called, and counted as equal within the family of God.1596 Why 
would this be? The grace of God goes before all of His creation! His 
grace surpasses our sinfulness; and came forth to the Gentiles due to 
Israel’s refusal to love, walk with, and serve Him.1597 Although the exact 
time of the transition between the dispensation of the Law and the dis-
pensation of grace is not known with specific certainty; we can evidence 
that the transition began with the ministry of the Apostle Paul; this oc-
curring sometime after Acts chapter nine.1598 

1590 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11.
1591 Galatians 4:4, 5; Matthew 15:24.
1592 Matthew 10:1-6; 15:24; Acts 15:7-9; Romans 3:21-26; 10:12, 13; Colossians 3:9-17.
1593 Acts 19:32, 39, 41.
1594 Acts 7:38.
1595 Ephesians 3:1-7.
1596 Zechariah 8:20-23; Deuteronomy 7:1-10; Colossians 1:25-29; 3:9-11; Galatians 1:11-24; 

Romans 16:25-27.
1597 Romans 5:17-21; Acts 13:1-3; 26:16-18; 28:25-28; Galatians 1:15-19.
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In the book of Thessalonians, we find an important word. This word 
indicates a distinguishing mark (saymeion), or “sign.” The context in 
which this is used indicates something a person can see, touch, smell, 
hear, or taste; therefore a sign (saymeion) is that which the senses can 
perceive. These “signs” were initiated to guarantee the authenticity of 
the thing to which it is attached. In the Biblical context, signs were uti-
lized to authenticate one’s testimony as being from God!  

To walk by faith, is to test things via one’s knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and according to personal (special) revelation from the Lord. 
It is for this reason that we study so as to handle God’s Word accurately 
(Greek—orthotomew), and pray without ceasing. Those with actual 
weak faith, many times hold to the flesh by the philosophy that “seeing 
is believing,” whereas many have a more abounding faith.1599 There is 
a very important reason for the mention of “signs” at this point in the 
discussion. The Apostle Paul mentioned the Jews demand miraculous 
signs, while the Greeks seek for wisdom; true success being found ac-
tually by faith in Jesus.1600 

It is important that we realize that there are two types of miracles. 
Direct miracles are those which are performed solely by the Lord; this 
being something outside the laws of nature (Lot’s wife, creation, etc.). 
Indirect miracles (saymeion / teras—“wonders”) are those which are 
performed by the Lord, through an individual which He has chosen. 
Because Jesus Himself was doing the will of the Father during His 
earthly ministry, the miracles He performed should be considered to 
be within the realm of indirect miracles.1601 Jesus was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel (Jews) who seek for signs; thus his mini-
stry as being from God was authenticated by the indirect miracles He 
performed.1602 

The Jews have, for the most part, always demanded a sign in order 
to believe. They having been set apart by grace as God’s chosen people; 
became complacent in their position and thus smug in their expecting 
signs from the Lord.1603 Note—this is why the Jews hated Paul to an 

1598 Colossians 2:16, 17; Acts 9:15-20; 22:10; Ref. Peter’s behavior in chapter 10 through state-
ment of 11:1-3.

1599 Luke 11:27-30; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:26-31.
1600 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; cf. John 2:13-25; 4:46-54; 6:2, 26-40.
1601 John 8:42; 9:3-5; Mark 1:9-13.
1602 Matthew 15:24.
1603 Exodus 4:1-9. 
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excessive degree, for he ministered that the Gentiles were now consid-
ered as equal with the Jews; who being smug became angered, more so 
even as Paul had been considered one of the Jewish elite.1604 Prior to 
Moses being sent to deliver the Jews from captivity in Egypt, there had 
been no need for indirect miracles (saymeion). After the Lord’s patient 
endeavors with the Jews up to chapter three of Acts, the indirect miracles 
were ceasing for the most part; for the nation of Israel was being set 
aside, and the indirect miracles were for their (Jews) benefit.  

This is not to say that miracles no longer occur. The Lord yet works 
miraculously when He wills (direct miracles)! This many times in direct 
correlation with the prayers of the saints; for God is love, and always 
concerned for His children! This does however say that indirect mi-
racles are no longer, for indirect miracles were part of God’s 
methodology for dealing with Israel, thus there are no longer individ-
uals sent by God to perform miracles during this dispensation when 
Jews and Gentiles are equal.1605  

There is a lot of money to be made in the area of healing ministries. 
The Scripture stated that many would seek godliness as a means of fi-
nancial gain; although contentment is necessary if it is to actually be of 
value.1606 The Scripture said that many ministries would go forth out 
of ulterior motives and pretenses; while others would go forth from a 
sincere love for God and the brethren.1607 It would not be fruitful for 
us to waste time criticizing that which we probably cannot change; but 
rather we ought to rejoice that the Word is being proclaimed, and thus 
individuals saved by God’s grace. Please remember the enemy (Satan 
and demons) will use any means possible to distract us from obedience 
to the truth and servanthood! Please reference—tongues / baptism 1 
Corinthians 1:14-22; 14:22-25. 

We ought to ask ourselves—“will our experience judge Scripture or 
will Scripture judge our experience?” It is the testing of our experiences 
within the realm of Scripture truth that shines light upon the darkness 
of deception and the inappropriate. If we expect the Lord to change to 
suit our whims, desires and greed, we will expect the light to be envel-
oped by darkness. This simply cannot be!  

1604 Acts 23:6-10; 26:4, 5; Philippians 3:1-11.
1605 Romans 10:12, 13.
1606 1 Timothy 6:3-16; cf. Luke 12:15-21.
1607 Philippians 1:12-24; James 3:13-18. 
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Many (by no means all) of the illnesses found within humankind 
in this day and age are psychosomatic in nature. These psychosomatic 
dysfunctions are those which many times appear to be healed indi-
rectly by supposed spiritual healers. The way out for many of these 
“healers” is a means of denial as to Scriptural truth; example being—
that a demon buffeted Paul; yet this was not (so some say) a physical 
ailment (cf. Galatians 4:12-15). Please read 2 Corinthians 12:6-10; 
Galatians 6:11-18, specifically v.11. Paul wrote with large letters be-
cause of the eye ailment (thorn in the flesh) which the Lord allowed, 
so as to humble Paul. 

Let us look at some truths. If the thorn which Paul had was indeed 
a demon, and Paul was known as a true servant of Jesus in the realm of 
demons; then why did Paul not cast it out?1608 Paul was a somewhat pa-
tient individual, who had limits as to how much tribulation from demons 
he would tolerate.1609 Please consider that although there is much con-
jecture as to Paul’s ailment, the illness obviously involved his eyes.1610 
Although Paul usually utilized a scribe for the writing of his epistles to 
the churches, he would many times write portions to verify that the 
letter was in deed from him; this noted by these Scriptures—2 
Thessalonians 3:16-18; Galatians 4:12-15. 

We know that God is all powerful and can do anything not incon-
sistent with His holy, righteous nature. This means that God can indeed 
perform indirect miracles through agents if He so wills; yet in this dis-
pensation, this is no longer the case. To demonstrate this fact, let us 
consider the only reason in which Paul would allow his fellow servant 
companions to be ill; even to the point of death. This is very impor-
tant—between the chronology of the Acts narrative and the Epistles 
written afterwards; we see a transition from methodology which includes 
elements for the Jews (saymeion; teras) (who were present) to a ministry 
totally void of these elements; once the transition had occurred and 
Paul’s witness had been authenticated by signs and wonders.1611 This 
done out of God’s abounding love for the Jews; for He yet rendered 
miracles so they would believe.1612 

1608 Acts 19:13-20.
1609 Acts 16:16-18.
1610 Galatians 4:15.
1611 2 Corinthians 12:12, 13.
1612 Romans 15:17-21; Acts 13:44-49; 18:5-11; 28:23-29.
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 Acts 14:8-10—Paul healed a man lame from birth. •
 Acts 19:11, 12—Extraordinary miracles performed by God •
through His agent Paul. 
 Acts 20:9, 10—Paul raises Eutychus from the dead. •

 
———- TRANSITION COMPLETE ———- 

 
 Philippians 2:25-30—Epaphroditus was severely ill. He was •
healed by God (direct miracle); not Paul. 
 1 Timothy 5:23—Timothy told by Paul to drink wine, so as to •
avoid the many intestinal illnesses. 
 2 Timothy 4:20—Paul leaves Trophimus behind, for he is ill. •

 
It should be remembered that many who seek signs (indirect miracles—
saymeion), are sincere believers who desire God’s fullest blessing in 
their lives. It should also be remembered that as many are without sin-
cere devotion in the physical realm, they will seek substitutes which 
many times end up being a deception or false blessing perpetrated by 
someone willing to cash in on hardship. This is much the reason we as 
Christians are to love one another in a selfless manner, for in loving 
God’s way (selflessly), tremendous strength in the realm of truth is per-
formed and received! The reason so many believers have fallen prey to 
the superficial love of the world and the seeking of signs and wonders 
(although demonic masquerades [dymanei]; i.e. semeiois, terasin); which 
are actually produced in accordance to deception one step at a time; is 
because they have placed their focus upon the temporal things of this 
world, rather than upon the Lord! Victory is solely by faith; therefore 
victory is found only in our relationship with the Lord!  

Signs will once again take precedence in order for many to believe. 
Unfortunately for many individuals whom seek for a sign, the signs and 
wonders (semeiois, terasin) shown them by the Antichrist will lead them 
by deception—to worship Satan’s servant. In a like manner as signs had 
led some to believe where faith was lacking, in this instance it will lead 
many to believe wrongly (delusively); thereby missing out on the won-
derful salvation of the Lord.1613 Far too many believers seek that God 

1613 2 Thessalonians 2:5-9; Revelation 13:1-4.
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would reveal Himself to them in a manner of their choosing. This is 
much the reason why many Jews have not accepted Jesus as the Messiah 
of promise, for although He came (and will return) exactly as prophe-
sied, they seek a great conquering king to release them from the 
bondage of their oppressors. This is much the mindset of many be-
lievers, as Jesus is sought as someone who will: heal all, make all 
financially rich, and run to our whimsical calling. 

Love is of utmost importance within Christianity; because of its im-
portance—“love” ought to take precedence! Does it? If we as believers 
will not speak the truth which must be heard, so that many may stay 
from being deceived; then who will endeavor in this task? Jesus always 
spoke the truth in love, came to save us from our sins, and suffered ter-
ribly in our stead. The work He did upon the cross is completed, yet 
many continually seek that He would constantly change to suit their 
earthly desires. We have eternal salvation! We have a God whose love 
is unsurpassed for each of us! We have a God who in and of Himself 
saved all who would believe and obey; we have only to accept the bless-
ing, which includes the blessings received by the humbly and 
devotionally obedient! How much is enough? Must we always seek 
more? Those who truly understand all that God has done feel terrifically 
blessed; those who fail to realize God’s blessings are never content. 
Selah (contemplate). 

 
SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS—I would sincerely like to thank Paul 
M. Davis, Th.D. Paul gave me permission to utilize his work, which I 
have done in this portion to a considerable extent. The research in-
volved in the proofs within was considerable, and Paul as usual entered 
into his research with great zeal for his and our understanding. Thank 
you, Paul! 
 
Note: The immense research Paul put forth, was condensed down to 
its simplest form in this writing; this for simplistic understanding. 
Although the in-depth information is not by any means fully present, 
the context is Biblically and historically correct. This portion being suf-
ficient for the purpose intended—walking by faith not by sight, walking 
in the spirit not the flesh, a better understanding as to the time period 
in which we live, ability to accurately handle the Scriptures and fulfill 
our ministry of this time period; hopefully helps in making simple some 
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complicated matters. Please pray for truth regarding that which has 
been presented here; and for truth regarding all things; please do so 
with an open mind, heart, and spirit. Please remember—God cannot 
teach us when we choose to be dogmatic and thereby entrapped by our 
own intellectual prowess, pride, and arrogance!  

Jacob’s Ladder—A Demonstration of  
God’s Grace (Genesis 28:11-17) 
Many know of Jacob’s ladder, yet few realize the immensity of what the 
dream given to Jacob was all about. At the time of Jacob’s dream, he 
was alone, afraid and journeying toward Paddan-aram, after leaving 
Beersheba; according to the instruction of his mother (Rebekah) and 
father (Isaac).1614 The Lord in His infinite grace, allowed Jacob to have 
a dream, which reassured him of God’s presence and active work in his 
life; yet also for the sake of all believers.1615 Jacob had believed that he 
was alone, yet this dream reassured him that he was not (v. 16). Have 
we ever been in such a situation; when the grace of the Lord would 
uplift and strengthen us; when we felt alone yet in actuality were not? 

To evidence the immensity of Jacob’s dream and how God’s grace 
would be fully realized; two keys within these Scriptures should be re-
membered: 
 

Angels ascending and descending, actively working for the sake •
of believers (v. 12).1616 
Man upon the earth; God at the top of the ladder in heaven; our •
true home and place of blessing (v. 13).1617 

 
Please consider that there is a means (ladder, bridge; mediator) between 
man and God.1618 A representation was shown to Jacob in a dream, while 
the actuality of this avenue to God is factually realized in the Lord 
Christ Jesus; who is the only means by which anyone may come to the 
Father. 1619 God blessed Jacob with the grace which he (Jacob) needed 

1614 cf. Genesis 27:41-28:5.
1615 cf. Genesis 28:12-17; cf. Deuteronomy 31:3-8; Matthew 6:25-34; Hebrews 13:1-6.
1616 cf. Genesis 32:1; cf. Hebrews 1:13, 14.
1617 cf. Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:4-7; 3:8-12; John 14:1-3.
1618 Galatians 3:19-29; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; Hebrews 8:1-13; 9:15-28.
1619 John 14:6; Acts 4:8-12; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.
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at the time, just as God’s grace is truly sufficient in each of our lives; al-
ways available for appropriation exactly when necessary. God is never 
early or late with His grace, for His timing is always perfect; even in 
the revelation of His abounding grace upon all of humanity, fully real-
ized in Jesus.1620 

The fact that Jesus is in fact the ladder (bridge) between God and 
man is evidenced within the means by which angels ascend and descend. 
From the Genesis 28 passages this is noted, as we compare the true 
means by which angels transverse for fulfillment of God’s will.1621 For 
simplicity of this realization, let us look plainly at two Scripture verses: 

 
Genesis 28:12: And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was 
set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it (italics added). 
 
John 1:51: And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man” (italics added). 

Steps to Simplicity of Devotion 
Love the Lord our God with all of your heart, all of your soul, all of 1.
your mind, and all of your strength; for He is our Creator and 
deserves our highest reverence and greatest devotion!1622 If and 
when we get this primary step as priority in our life, we then gain 
the potential of being taught by our Lord to love our neighbor as 
ourselves; which fulfills the Law of the Prophets.1623 Anything which 
we hold in higher esteem than our Lord is an idol; this includes: 
“self,” spouse, friends, relatives, employment, investments, sports, 
hobbies, entertainers, finances, retirement, etc.!1624 

 
Seek first to do God’s will, and walk in His righteousness! Although 2.
this is quite simple, most folks do not realize the ramifications of 

1620 Galatians 4:4-7; Romans 5:8-11; John 1:1-14; 6:27-40.
1621 Hebrews 1:5-14.
1622 Matthew 22:37, 38; Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
1623 Matthew 22:36-40; cf. Philippians 2:1-4.
1624 1 Corinthians 10:1-33; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Galatians 5:18-23; Ephesians 5:1-17; 

Colossians 3:5; 1 John 5:21; 1 Timothy 6:10-19.
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getting it wrong. We are to seek the Lord God and the pure and un-
defiled things which come from God; not the things of the world!1625 

 
I cannot emphasize this fact enough, do not place emphasis upon the 
things of the world!1626 We somehow have come to believe that it is 
possible to serve God and mammon (secular wealth). This is most defi-
nitely not the case!1627 Please understand. my brethren, the ways of the 
world (secular) and the ways of God (spiritual) are two completely sep-
arate paths, in two completely separate realms (physical; spiritual).1628 
The Lord commanded us to seek (zaytew: deliberating; demanding; in-
quire; required; seek after; trying to obtain) that which is above, yet we 
cannot seem to understand this, as we yet focus our attentive seeking 
endeavors on the things of this world, and comfort for our flesh. 1629 If 
we volitionally focus on the things of the world, we will lose the tre-
mendous blessings which come only from God through faith and 
devotional disciplined obedience!1630 

When the Lord said to seek Him, this statement was of course cen-
tered in the hopeful fact that our love for our Lord takes precedence over 
all else; thereby we will seek Him and purpose in life for righteous reasons. 
If our spirit is focused upon our Lord, our lives will reflect the object of 
our focus; which is evidenced within the lives of the remnant few (in 
comparison to the many).1631 If we allow Satan to turn our attention to 
mammon (secular wealth), this also will reflect the object of our focus; 
which unfortunately is evidenced within most lukewarm believers.1632  

Where is your focus? Please do not be so deceived as to believe you 
can have it both ways.1633 To serve (love) money, is not to serve (love) 
God!1634 To serve and love God is not to serve and/or love money!1635 
As humans we tend to go in the direction of our focus, therefore please 

1625 Matthew 6:31-34; 13:44-46; 1 John 2:15-21; James 4:4-6; James 1:17, 18.
1626 Matthew 6:19-34; James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
1627 Luke 16:9-14, specific v. 13.
1628 Matthew 7:13-27; 12:1, 2; Galatians 5:16, 17.
1629 Colossians 3:1-11; cf. James 3:13-18.
1630 John 15:1-20; 2 Timothy 2:14-19; 3:10-17; Romans 5:1-5; 8:1-17.
1631 Matthew 5:13-16; Philippians 1:6; 2:12,13.
1632 1Peter 5:1-11; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; James 4:1-10; cf. Matthew 12:33-37; Revelation 3:14-22, 

specific vs. 17, 18.
1633 1Thessalonians 2:1-4; James 1:2-2:26. 
1634 Luke 16:14, 15.
1635 Hebrews 13:5, 6.
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focus straight ahead upon the Lord our God, and stop turning aside to 
the ways of the world.1636 

 
Note: If we find that we make statements as to loving things which are 
not alive, we have focused upon the things of the world to the point of 
some things becoming idols. 
 

Test the teachings of humankind. These teachings may come in •
the form of precepts, doctrines, philosophies and/or traditions, 
and heretic forms of worship. As Satan is not so foolish as to 
outwardly deceive, he will attempt to deceive covertly. With this 
in mind, it becomes evident why we must not allow the first 
steps of bondage to gain holds in our lives, by allowing the 
foolishness of the world to take us captive. Just as the nation of 
Israel hated going into captivity because of their disobedience, 
and yet would disobey again upon release from bondage; do not 
many believers yet act and do the same? 

 
Note: The easiest way to conceal a lie is between two truths. When lies 
and truths are mixed (which unfortunately is very prevalent in the world), 
a deception is the end result. For this reason, our Lord warned us to test 
everything to the Gospel, for as Christians we can do nothing against 
the truth but only for the truth!1637 Please remember, an intentional par-
tial truth is an instigated deception! Abstain from sin! I say again “abstain 
from sin!”1638 Although many believers use the excuse that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God (which is absolutely true—Romans 
8:35-39) so that they may continue in their sin, the fact remains that sin 
greatly hinders our spiritual relationship with God! Example being—
when I was in need of discipline for my foolish inappropriate behavior, 
the last person I wanted to converse with was my dad; even though he 
disciplined me in love. In a like manner, our sin hinders us from wanting 
to come openly into our Lord’s presence; even though we know factually 
His discipline is in love; as His love always involves discipline!1639 When 
sin has separated us from our Lord in aspects of communication and 

1636 Proverbs 4:23-27.
1637 2 Corinthians 13:1-8; 1 John 4:1-6; 3 John 1:3, 4.
1638 1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 Corinthians 15:33, 34.
1639 Hebrews 12:4-11, specific vs. 7, 8.
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receiving His anointing, our prayers ought to begin with confession of 
known sin, so that our avenue of receiving (humble devotional submis-
sion) may be opened and unrestricted.1640 Please do not be so foolish as 
to believe we can have a victorious walk for God while failing to: confess 
intentional sin, repent (turn back to God), and submit to receive cleans-
ing; for intimate closeness with God takes precedence over all else! The 
fact remains, although many times denied, that “self” is the root cause 
of all discrepancies which exist between individuals and God; for when 
“self” (carnal volition) is not denied so as to achieve and maintain fol-
lowing the Lord upon the narrow path of His righteousness, “self” will 
continually attempt to lead and deceive, as “self” is the root cause of: 
pride, arrogance, lusts, selfish ambition, quarrels, delusion and deception; 
for “self” seeks to protect itself at all costs, with its primary defender 
being—foolish adolescent (stubborn) pride! Is the creation (“self”) really 
so important that the beauty of the Creator and His blessings should 
be denied as by: motive, intent, personal volition, and self-centered ac-
tions and motivations; especially when the kind intention of the Creator 
is for the righteous benefit and betterment of His creation (individuals)? 

Too many believers today do not realize the necessity of prayer in 
our daily walk for God.1641 Jesus our Lord realized this fact with absolute 
certainty!1642 Because we are to walk in a manner as He walked, should 
we not realize the grave necessity of communication with our heavenly 
Father; thereby seeking uprightness so as to maintain this necessity.1643 
If you rarely begin your day in prayer, please consider doing so. Each 
step we take into our day without having prayed so as to trust our Lord 
in all things, are steps traveled by sight not by faith.1644 Do we truly 
walk by faith, or by sight; is our walk by faith true, or is it foundational 
to assumption and delusion? The reality of our very demeanor (fruits) 
renders the truth in this matter.1645 Do most believers actually make 
supplication regarding their going forth (anywhere), and actually wait 
(until God answers, however long that may be) before proceeding? 
Praying without ceasing is always wise advise!1646 

1640 1 John 1:5-10; Isaiah 59:1, 2; cf. Psalm 66:18.
1641 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; Ephesians 1:9-21; 6:10-20.
1642 Matthew 14:23; 26:36-41; Mark 1:35-38; Luke 6:8-12; 22:39-46.
1643 1 John 2:4-6; Romans 13:10-14; James 4:7-10.
1644 Proverbs 3:5-8; Psalm 25:1-6; 27:1-14.
1645 Matthew 7:13-27; James 1:19-27.
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Study the Gospel! It is a mandate in Scripture that we study to •
show ourselves approved unto God; handling accurately the 
word of truth.1647 This is quite simple, each of us has been given 
a measure of faith according to God’s will for our life.1648 From 
this initial measure of faith, our faith continues to grow with our 
continued study and adherence to Scripture; or remains steadily 
stagnant when we refuse this mandate.1649 Note—simply going 
to church does not accomplish the mandate; even so by any far 
extent of imagination or fantasy! Those who are devotional 
unto God study the Scriptures; for it is within the Gospel that 
the answers pertaining to all things righteous are found!  

 
To place this in simple terms: If I were to wield a sword in battle with 
yet little or no practice, the enemy would sit back and allow me to cause 
greater harm than good in regard to my cause. This is exactly the same 
in regard to the real enemy we have in Satan and his demons. If we re-
fuse to practice accurately handling the Scriptures (Sword of the Spirit) 
and thereby lean toward novice wielding of the Word, our endeavors 
will lead to trouble and defeat! When we serve it must be by the strength 
the Lord provides; therefore when we speak, it must be by His utter-
ances; which is why so many Scriptures are listed within this book, so 
that the living and active nature of the Gospel may bring forth under-
standing and spiritual growth, which are blessings accomplished solely 
by the lovingkindness and wonderment of God!1650 How can we pos-
sibly think of victory, aside from the Word of truth and the strength of 
God?1651 We must consider being quite serious about our relationship 
with the Lord (known by fruits; not by words), and the possibility of 
Christian victory shall be ours in accordance to our disciplined devotion, 
and the grace of God.1652 Please remember, we must be known by God 
as His legitimate adopted children, or we are not actually known right-
eously (never known); for this is the reality of the spiritual relationship, 

1646 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.
1647 2 Timothy 2:15; John 17:17.
1648 Romans 12:3.
1649 Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
1650 1 Peter 4:11-19; cf. Proverbs 30:3-6; Hebrews 4:12-16; Romans 8:26-28.
1651 1 John 4:4-6; 5:1-5; Ephesians 6:10-12.
1652 Matthew 7:16-27; Hebrews 12:4-11; Romans 12:1-3; James 1:22-25.
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as the Lord witnesses the essence of our motives and intentions!1653 You 
will notice by the summation, that we are back to step one! Submit 
therefore to God, and allow Him to lead you on the greatest journey 
you have ever known! In our Lord is found the purpose for our exis-
tence, and answers to every major question in and about life itself!  

 
SUMMATION—LOVE THE LORD WHOLLY; WITHOUT COM-
PROMISE, VARIATION OR EXCUSE; FOR THIS IS THE GREAT 
COMMANDMENT WHICH IS FOR OUR BETTERMENT 
(Matthew 22:36-40)! 

Uncomplicated Christianity  
Please remember, my brethren, if by faith we are not overcoming the 
world; the world is overcoming us!1654 Victory is summed up as a matter 
of both spirit and attitude, if we truly love God we will allow Him to 
conform us to the image of Christ!1655 The victory is not found in obe-
dience to the Law, nor is it found in the following of religious traditions 
and/or rituals. The victory is a blessing from God, as individuals through 
disciplined devotional obedience and submission become instruments 
of God’s righteousness! Discipline and devotional obedience become 
part of our very demeanor in accordance to His grace, as this begins 
and is carried forward in accordance to our sincerely loving Him first 
and foremost! From our love for Him, and His love for us, comes our 
submission to Him. From our submission to Him, comes our willingness 
to receive the grace He freely gives. From acceptance and appropriation 
of His grace, comes victory! 

Christianity is not adherence to assorted laws as set forth by denom-
inationalism or religious practices; it is a life lived for Christ, derived 
from a sincere and foremost love for Him. If the different denomi-
nations within the Body of Christ would realize this, there would be 
but one unified “church”—the Body of Christ! Christianity is not ad-
hered to by conjecture and assumption as to what the Scriptures say, 
but rather silent devotional submission unto the Lord so as to humbly 
receive the Gospel truth (reality) implanted into our spirit by our Lord; 

1653 Galatians 4:8-11; Matthew 7:21-23; Revelation 2:23; emphasized—1 Chronicles 29:9.
1654 John 16:33; Romans 12:21; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 1 John 4:1-6; 5:4, 5; Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 3:5, 

12, 13, 21, 22.
1655 Romans 8:28-30; 2 Corinthians 4:1-11.
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yet without denial of personal volition (“self”) this cannot occur, as we 
reject the goodness and righteousness of the Lord by refusal to be His 
disciples (learned pupils)!1656  

Having God personally teach us is the greatest blessing we could pos-
sibly experience (actual intimate personal fellowship); this second only 
to the free gift of His grace which saves us. Too many believers have never 
known the blessing of God’s personal teaching, because they do not know 
the reality of the love that He has for each of us personally. Supposed 
spiritual leaders who walk by sight, have taught others that the traditions 
of the forefathers (who also walked by sight) are necessary to please God 
and receive His grace. They fail to realize that grace is a free gift to those 
who trust in the Lord within earnest seeking of pure truth, and by their 
failure have instituted religious ritualistic worship practices which in ac-
tuality are completely vain regarding spiritual growth or the spiritual 
relational reality; proven by God’s powerful indwelling. Christianity dic-
tates love for the Lord first and foremost, and the disciplined humble 
obedient submission associated; He does the rest, for truly Christianity 
(as distinguished from the Christian religion) is all about the Lord God! 

Summation: 
The key to spiritual success is to worship and serve the one true God, 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.1657 This is not the god which needs to be 
re-crucified daily within Catholicism. This is not the god whose brother 
is Satan, who is in authority of only a portion of the universe as wor-
shipped in Mormonism. This is not the god who needed Mary to help 
him with his plan of redemption; nor a human male (Pope) to emphasize 
and carry out His authority upon the earth (Vicar; Holy See). This is 
not the god who comes to everyone’s beckon call, as taught by “healing” 
and “name it claim it” (supposed faith) ministries. This is the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Lord—God in full authority of all things (Hebrew—yhvh; 
Greek—kurios). This is Jesus—the name above all names, who created 
the entire universe; God manifest (Immanuel). This is the Christ 
(Messiah)—the only begotten; the chosen One—whose mercy, loving-
kindness, integrity and grace is both revealed and abounding! This is 

1656 James 1:21; John 8:31-36; cf. John 15:1-27.
1657 John 1:1-5, 9-17; 5:19-47; 6:35-45; 20:24-31; Titus 2:11-15; 2 Peter 1:1, 2 cf. 

Isaiah 43:11-13; Matthew 22:41-46 cf. Psalm 110:1; Mark 2:5-12.
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the God who gives us freely all things to enjoy, along with the rules and 
commandments to enjoy all things properly. This is the Lord Jesus 
Christ whose grace (free unmerited favor) is truly sufficient!  

Just because we cannot fully understand or explain God, as is the en-
deavor of many intellectuals who abound with individuality and prowess; 
let’s simply believe.1658 Just because Jesus does not change to suit our re-
ligious whims and desires, or the times as designated by science and 
religious manmade doctrine; let’s simply believe.1659 Let us simply and 
sincerely love the Lord and allow Him to lead us; unhindered by man-
made religiosity, intellect and doctrine. Shall we simply love and follow 
him; for this is all that He has requested of us; He fulfills the remainder!  

THE UNMERITED FREE GIFT WHICH IS GOD ’S GRACE 

Cleansing from all unrighteousness and full restored fellowship 1.
immediately upon confession of known sin. 
Life from death in sin. 2.
Full assurance of salvation. 3.
His faithfulness at all times; even though we are rarely faithful. 4.
Empowerment to live a spiritually victorious life. 5.
Evidenced purpose of our very existence. 6.
Unsurpassed love and compassion. 7.
The greatest gift we could ever hope for; rendered solely without 8.
merit or warrant! 
 

My Friend 
 
My Friend, I stand in judgment now, and feel that you are to 

blame somehow. 
On earth I walked with you day by day, and never did you point 

the way. 
 
You knew the Lord in truth and glory, but never did you tell 

the story. 
My knowledge then was very dim, yet you could have led me 

safe to Him. 

1658 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; cf. Matthew 17:20; 18:2-6.
1659 Psalm 113; Isaiah 59:21; Hebrews 13:8, 9; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; John 14:1-9.
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Though we lived together here on earth, you never told me of 
the second birth.  

And now I stand this day condemned, because you failed to 
mention Him. 

 
You taught me many things, that’s true: I called you “friend,” 

and trusted you. 
But I learn now that it’s too late, and you could have kept me 

from this fate. 
 
We walked by day, and talked by night, and yet you showed me 

not the light.  
You let me live, and love, and die, you knew I’d never live on 

high. 
 
Yes I called you “friend” in life, and trusted you through joy 

and strife. 
And yet, on coming to this dreadful end, I cannot now, call you 

“My Friend.” 
Author Unknown
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Rituals and Traditions 

PREFATORY  

In this chapter many different things will be mentioned, both for in-
formation sake, and for spiritual edification. Many things mentioned 
may be disagreeable to our flesh, as the flesh has no desire to relinquish 
worship by rote; yet I am noting these things in love for the sake of 
spiritual freedom in truth, and general knowledge of the truth. It must 
be understood, religious ignorance remains until displaced by relational 
knowledge; knowledge within the saving relationship with God (spiritual 
relational reality), when adhered to, maintains freedom from the many 
religious deceptions which cause spiritual detriment or outright spiritual 
destruction! There are many practices within the publicized Christian 
religion (as differentiated from actual Christianity; i.e. the Way), and 
more specifically within denominationalism (i.e. assorted religious: doc-
trines, traditions, and ordinances) which have been inappropriately 
dictated by man; proclaimed deceptively as deemed necessary, and por-
trayed as light although in reality being of darkness.1660 The relational 
reality (Christianity) is spiritual, for God is Spirit and must be wor-
shipped in spirit and in truth; therefore, any and all physical realm 
(religious; carnal): rituals, traditions, doctrines, ordinances, precepts, 
and ideology involving the flesh are unacceptable within the spiritual 
relational reality!1661 Within specifics of chapter two where the differ-
ences of physical realm religion and the spiritual relational reality are 
rendered, understanding can come forth regarding the imperative of 
fully leaving the former (religion) so as to enter into and live the beauty 
of the latter (spiritual relationship)! Few are those who actually make 

1660 Isaiah 5:20, 21; Matthew 6:20-23.
1661 John 4:20-24; Galatians 3:1-4:11; Colossians 2:20-23.



the transition from religion to the spiritual relational reality; for having 
lived carnally in the flesh (walking by sight), the transition to living spir-
itually (walking by faith) beyond assumption and conjecture is difficult, 
yet possible when led by the grace abounding righteous work of God!1662 
The idealization of the spiritual relational reality is for those created in 
God’s image (spiritually; human beings) to devotionally submit to our 
Creator, God, and Father (by His adopting us) so that He may both 
will and work in and through us all things which please Him; thus, all 
aspects of the elementary things and principles of the world become 
completely irrelevant, as maturity within the spiritual relationship reality 
is everything that is necessary for our existence!1663 

WITHIN THIS CHAPTER, I  HOPE TO: 

Shine light upon the darkness of inappropriate traditions (un-1.
righteous high places), doctrines, precepts and philosophies (bases 
of religion) which use the Lord Jesus Christ as an excuse. Within 
this, please note: 

The festivals of obstinacy (traditions of rote) within the •
Christian religion both precede (Christmas) and follow (Easter) 
the cross of Christ; yet the emphasis of the Gospel is upon the 
cross; for it is at the cross whereby Jesus` atoning work was 
accomplished with completeness (it is finished), and where our 
carnal tendencies (foundational to “self”) are laid to rest 
(crucified)!1664 It is the work of Satan for believers to avoid these 
facts; thereby maintaining emphases to be worship in the flesh 
(i.e. religious: doctrines, precepts, ideologies, traditions, and 
rituals)!1665 Please remember, secular religion is all about how 
humans supposedly have need to please or help God, which is 
based in human pride and arrogance; for our greatest efforts 
apart from faith, hope and trust in and submissiveness unto God 
are but wretched foolishness!1666 

1662 Matthew 7:13-27; 2 Corinthians 1:12; Colossians 1:3-8; Titus 2:11-15.
1663 John 3:1-36; Philippians 2:12-16; Matthew 6:25-34; Colossians 2:6-10, 20-3:4; 

Hebrews 5:12-6:3. 
1664 Matthew 16:21-27; John 19:30; Romans 6:5-14; 1 Corinthians 1:22-2:5; Galatians 2:17-21; 

5:19-26.
1665 Titus 1:10-16; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; 

Philippians 3:15-21.
1666 Emphasized—Isaiah 63:1-65:16, emphasis—64:6.
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The fact of the resurrection proves that the Jesus of the Bible is •
truly the Messiah of promise. Within this fact, and the fact that 
we are saved by grace through faith (when a righteous 
confession of faith is rendered—Romans 10:8-10), we have the 
assurance that within a personal relationship (spiritual relational 
reality) with the Lord of the Bible we will in fact be saved.  
As will be discussed, we must also note that the insidious nature •
of religion in accordance to the will and working of Satan will 
keep multitudes in bondage, thereby staying them from fighting 
the good fight of the faith; possibly throughout the entirety of 
their life as believers. A considerable means by which the 
multitudes within the Christian religion are held captive, is 
found within the fact that the traditions (harlotry) of the 
Christian religion (as distinguished from actual Christianity) 
were set forth by the “Mother of harlotry” which worships a 
different Jesus than the One of the Bible; who alone being the 
King of kings and Lord of lords (Messiah) can save us from our 
sins.1667 

 
Simplify matters of Scripture; so as to eliminate distractions away 2.
from simplicity of disciplined devotion to Christ.1668 

 
Place emphasis upon our need for selfless love in all our endeavors. 3.
This is reiterated by what the Apostle Paul was stating in 1 
Corinthians 9:19-27; 13:1-13; Philippians 1:21-28; with great 
emphasis being upon purity of motives.1669 

 
Illustrate the wonderment of God’s love and grace; in context of His 4.
personal lovingkindness for all of His living creatures; more so those 
created in His image.1670 

 
Render a basic idea of what Christianity is truly all about! Believe it 5.
or not, it is not as complicated as many would make it seem; nor is 
it burdensome as many choose or are forced to believe, as by the 

1667 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Acts 4:8-12; John 14:1-31.
1668 Matthew 22:36-40; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:4.
1669 Galatians 6:7, 8; Jeremiah 17:5-10
1670 Psalm 136:1-26; John 13:34, 35; 15:12-17
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foolishness (doctrines, precepts, philosophies, ideologies, idealisms, 
and traditions) of religion!1671 Christianity (being Christ-like) is 
foundational to devotionally submitting unto the Lord so that He 
may both will and work for His own righteous pleasure; thus the 
only thing complicated or burdensome is found within insincerity 
and lacking devotion pertaining to God, as multitudes absolutely 
reject denying personal volition (“self”) so as to selflessly and 
devotionally (with all sincerity) love and serve the Lord!1672 

A Basic Understanding of Religious History 

Prefatory  
The primary imperative to understanding how multitudes have been 
led astray throughout history, is to realize that there is one true God; 
and besides Him there is no other!1673 When this is realized with cer-
tainty within the spirit of an individual, knowledge is forthcoming that 
faith, hope, and trust must be placed solely in and upon the Lord our 
God! The primary means by which all but a remnant have been led as-
tray throughout history, is that faith, hope, and trust have been placed 
elsewhere than upon the Lord; in such things as: religion, people, gov-
ernment, riches, prestigious positions, physical strengths, self, human 
intellect and worldly wisdom (which is actually foolishness before 
God—1 Corinthians 3:19, 20).  

It was due the fact that without focus upon the Lord we assuredly 
go astray, that God initiated and insisted upon the imperative of the 
Sabbath Day, for this was necessary to force men and women to stop 
the direction of their personal choosing (volition), and turn complete 
restful focus back unto the Lord. If God had not instituted the Sabbath 
Day with incorporation of strict punishment for violation of its stan-
dards, the chosen of God (Israelites) would have wondered far from 
God their Savior; with little conviction to ever return to the One who 
alone was their shield and strength. We must remember that the 
Sabbath Day is for humankind, as a time to return attentiveness and 
devotion to God, thereby a time of consideration regarding appropriate 

1671 Matthew 11:28-30
1672 Matthew 16:24-26; Luke 6:46-49
1673 Deuteronomy 4:35-39; 6:4-9.
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focus, priorities and convictions.1674 Although there is no longer a spe-
cific day of the week for a Sabbath rest in the Lord, the imperative yet 
exists that a weekly Sabbath rest continue; lest we (within the Body of 
Christ) through lost focus and distraction journey far from the Lord, 
with increasing difficulty to return!1675 We must also remember that 
there were no rituals or traditions associated with the appointed 
Sabbath day; for it was a day without work, for the simple purpose of 
rest and heartfelt individual and family devotional worship of the 
Lord!1676 The imperative here is not that a specific Sabbath Day must 
any longer be adhered to, as we are not under the Law but rather within 
God’s grace; the imperative is rather that we make time for God on a 
frequent regular basis, so the direction of our own volition not carry 
us to a point of little or no return to the narrow path of God’s right-
eousness.1677 As creatures of habit, we must make time to render: 
worship, praise, and thanksgiving unto the Lord; or assuredly worldly 
habits will overtake us! 

The fact of this matter is confirmed within the Gospel; as well as 
the factual imperative of focus upon the Lord by all who actually be-
lieve (Jew and Gentile alike).1678 The Lord our God chose a simple 
peoples (Israelites) derived from His own tender mercies, everlasting 
lovingkindness and grace, so that they may be witnesses to His good-
ness in a world of evil influence and the wickedness derived 
wherefrom.1679 Just as the Israelites never warranted His tenderness 
upon them, so neither does any believer; for God has mercy upon 
whom He chooses, and this for the purpose that He may be glorified 
by the witness of faithful believers.1680 When this is realized, we then 
gain potential of actual knowledge regarding how the works of God 
concerning believers has been completed since before the foundation 
of the world; for all that is good, acceptable and perfect is according 
to God’s will, as believers are blessed immensely to be anointed within 
the relationship of His choosing.1681  

1674 Numbers 15:32-41; Mark 2:23-28.
1675 Hebrews 4:1-10.
1676 Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:13-15.
1677 Matthew 7:13-27.
1678 Hebrews 12:1-11.
1679 Deuteronomy 7:7-12.
1680 Romans 9:6-29.
1681 1 John 2:3-27; Ephesians 1:3-23; Hebrews 4:11-16.
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“Religion” by definition involves the attitudes, emotions and physical 
realm beliefs of humankind’s behavioral relationship with the powers 
of the universe; more specifically the relationship between humankind 
and a deity or deities. The origins of religion; with the exception of the 
Levitical Law which was from God; being founded within the concep-
tual thinking of man, derived from the innate initial measure of faith 
given to individuals from the Creator, continued forth through tradi-
tions (oral communication); for religion predates communication in 
written form. Although the measure of faith given individuals of the 
human race by the Creator, was and remains a way by which individuals 
may come to actually know and love the Creator (when righteously 
actuated by God), “religion” as set forth by man vaguely has sought un-
derstanding aside of actual knowledge. The pride which abounds within 
the human sinful nature, in seeking spiritual answers in the physical 
realm as by intellect, reason, assumption, conjecture, elaborate stories 
(folklore) and fantasy (myths); has blinded the masses throughout his-
tory; although a remnant within humility of heart, mind and spirit have 
come to actual knowledge by the grace of the Creator (God). This is 
proven by the time period of Job’s existence, which predates the nation 
of Israel, and the fact that Job both knew and trusted God (actual rela-
tionship); whereas his supposed friends had but a concept of God while 
in reality trusting in human reason and intellect. The emphasis in 
context therefore remains that although potential for a personal rela-
tionship with the Creator (Lord and Savior) exists as by the measure of 
faith He has rendered to each in accordance to His lovingkindness and 
tender mercies, the potential for the relationship is greatly hindered, 
and many times completely destroyed by the inference derived from 
human pride and arrogance. Please remember, when the measure of 
faith has not been righteously activated by God during His divine work 
of drawing an individual unto the spiritual relational reality with Jesus, 
the measure of faith within human gullibility can be easily enticed and 
influenced by evil within carnal deceptions!1682 

For the sake of humankind’s realistic and actual spiritual wellbeing, 
God confused the languages at Babel, so as to bless humankind with 
potential to break free of the traditions (oral communication) which 
led humankind to trust one another rather than God.1683 The bases for 

1682 John 6:44, 45.
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spiritual downfall within humankind, continues to be found within or-
ganization and correlation of human thoughts and reason; for as humans 
organize, correlate and reason amongst themselves, and thereby trust 
in themselves, they fail to look beyond themselves through the spiritual 
eyes of faith so as to trust in God (in actuality). Human inane thinking 
is the foundation of organized religion, for as the individual religions 
are organized and adhered to by those of humankind with like thinking 
or beliefs, so the religion as it seems appropriate to the specific persons 
is deemed valid through the philosophies, doctrines, precepts, traditions 
and rituals of the originators; being reasoned also as valid by the par-
ticipants, as by the ideologies set forth. 

Because God exists in factual reality, and this fact cannot actually be 
denied as by the evinced beauty of intelligent creative design, the po-
tential has always existed that individuals created in God’s image could 
come to know and trust the Creator without necessity of understanding 
the bases of creation itself. “Religion” being based in man’s attempts to 
understand creation and the Creator apart from relational knowledge 
of the Creator, has throughout history attempted to explain the created 
order (universal nature, human experience); which was the origin of 
mythology (sagas, legends and folktales). “Religion” is the primary 
means by which humankind remains untrustingly separated from God; 
for as religion is foundationally organized by humankind as led by Satan 
and demons, all attempts at explanation or belief, apart from utilization 
of the actual righteous measure of faith rendered to all by the Lord, re-
main vague and deceptive. “Religion” is therefore the primary means 
by which humankind attempts to find God (who is light), while wan-
dering in darkness; thus religion attempts to create a gray zone (mixture 
of light and darkness) of man’s choosing (volition)!1684 This is the reason 
why most supposed believers (those within the Christian religion) main-
tain a religious concept of God, without knowledge which is achieved 
through actual fellowship with God within a personal relationship!1685 
If individuals were as adamant to simply adore the Lord and study the 
Gospel, as they are to adhere to and defend religious beliefs, then those 
of true Christianity would be far more than an actual remnant! 

1683 Genesis 11:1-9.
1684 Colossians 2:20-23; John 3:3-21.
1685 2 Corinthians 3:4-4:6.
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Bases of Religion 
The bases (foundation) of the pantheon (family of gods; polytheistic 
religion) began in the approximate 5th millennium B.C.; in a land known 
as Sumer, corresponding to the area of Babylonia in Biblical times. In 
order to better understand the bases of religion, it is imperative to have 
knowledge of but a few essentials. Please understand, I will neither make 
notation nor discuss all aspects of potential religion; rather I am making 
notation which will allow understanding as to the compromise which 
led to “The Way” (actual Christianity; which is all about God) becoming 
the “Christian religion” (which is all about humankind, holding to but 
a concept of God).  

A considerable basis by which “religion” yet attempts to place God 
within a realm conceivable by human intellect (apart from actual faith), 
began with the gods and goddesses of the pantheon being superhuman 
immortal beings who were considered to possess the likeness of hu-
mankind; although never having been actually seen. It was believed that 
the gods and goddesses worked together within the created order, within 
both the creative origins and upholding of all things.  
 

It is due the place of origin by which inappropriate (pagan; •
false) secular religious practices began to defile the chosen and 
children of the one true God, that “Babylon” is named as the 
great harlot who filled the world with abominations and 
immorality.1686 Sumer is not the place named as the “Mother of 
harlots,” for Babylon was the 1st of the 4 Biblical kingdoms by 
which those chosen of God were led to defilement. 
It is not the Babylon of antiquity which is of specific mention in •
the book of Revelation, but rather the secular religion which has 
for centuries, and even yet to this very day, carried forward 
defilement from the “Babylonian Mysteries” religion.1687 
Specifics regarding this will be discussed later within this 
chapter, and in chapter six—Notations on Revelation. 

 
Pantheism: Is the overall doctrine that the entire universe is God, 1.
or that each individual part of the universe is a manifestation of God 

1686 Revelation 17:1-5.
1687 Revelation 17:6-18.
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(God indwells creation; God is the uncaused substance of all things). 
The word itself is derived from the Greek words “pan” (all) and 
“theos” (God).  

Another (different) facet of pantheism is the totality of “all •
gods” (family of gods); all of which being different, while each 
having different functions or responsibilities, are yet 
instrumental for the creation and/or fulfillment of all things 
(supposedly).  
It is within the aspect of the different gods being instrumental •
for the fulfillment of all things, that the fertility gods and 
goddesses of the “Babylonian Mysteries” were contrived within 
the polytheism of Mesopotamian religion. 

 
Within the “doctrine of pantheism,” it is believed that individuals may 
begin with a concept of divine reality (god; creator). From this point, 
humans may then reason by speculation the relationship between the 
divine (god) and the non-divine (creation); coming eventually to un-
derstanding as by human intellectual conjecture and reason. This aspect 
of the doctrine is referred to as “acosmic pantheism.”  

Another aspect of the “doctrine of pantheism,” is referred to as “cos-
mic pantheism.” This aspect is converse to “acosmic pantheism;” in that 
cosmic pantheism begins with human arrogance which portrays man 
as having full understanding pertaining to the entirety of the created 
order. Within this form of astounding human arrogance, the concept 
of “god” is attached to human doctrinal philosophy; thus setting an in-
tellectual foundation for “religion” as by human reason and assumption. 
In simple terms; this is a basis of belief (counterfeit faith), as by the phi-
losophy “Sic et Non”; I believe that which I may understand. 

From the aforementioned foundational aspects of pantheism, we 
can better understand how “religion” has grown with great intensity 
throughout history. The boastful pride of the human sinful nature (self; 
individuality), leads men and women to think more highly of them-
selves than they ought to think; allowing variations in forms of religion, 
in accordance to the different emotions, principles, philosophies and 
conjecture of individuals; due rarity of human masses to think alike. 
With the many differences of human reason and understanding, and 
the fact that smaller groups may think alike in seeking to understand 
the divine nature, whereas the masses upon the earth would never fully 
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agree; assorted religions (and religious denominations) are born from 
the: philosophies, doctrines, precepts and traditions of humankind, and 
followed by individuals of like mindedness. 
 

Polytheism: Whereas “pantheism” is doctrine which encompasses 2.
all creation as being a manifestation of God, or the totality of “all 
gods”; polytheism is the collected order of gods (plural) within a 
specific religion, culture, or system of belief. 

 
Within Polytheism, in many cases, different kingdoms or cultures upon 
the earth have associated with and incorporated supposed deities from 
other nations or cultures; then renaming the supposed deities in an ef-
fort to personalize the god (singular or plural) or goddess (singular or 
plural) to fit their chosen personal or civilization’s system of beliefs. 
Within this fact of religious history, the same pagan false gods have 
been worshipped under different names and pretenses; to serve within 
a specific purpose of human choosing.  
 

Examples—name alterations of gods and goddesses from •
kingdom to kingdom: 

 
                              GREEK     ROMAN 
            Zeus (Ruler of the gods)     Jupiter (same) 
       Hera (Goddess of marriage     Juno (same; wife of Jupiter) 

          and childbirth; wife of Zeus) 
      Aphrodite (Goddess of love   Venus (Goddess of: love, 
                     and sexual desire)     gardens, and fields) 
                   Ares (God of war)     Mars (same) 
           Uranus (God of the sky;   (same name and purpose) 
                      Father of Titans)      
         Poseidon (God of the sea   Neptune (same) 
                      and earthquakes)      
       Hades (God of underworld;   Pluto (same) 
                      Lord of the dead)      
               Gaea (Mother earth)     Terra (same) 
     Asclepius (God of medicine)     Aesculapius (same) 
   Apollo (God of: sun, prophesy,   (same name and purpose) 
               medicine, and archery)      

General Information612



           Artemis (Goddess of the   Diana (same) 
                              and moon)      
    Athena (Goddess of: wisdom,   Minerva (same) 
                 arts, crafts, and war)      
           Cronus (God of the sky;   Saturn (God of agriculture) 
                   Ruler of the Titans) 
      Demeter (Goddess of grain)     Ceres (same) 
           Dionysus (God of wine   Bacchus (same) 
                        and vegetation)      
                  Eros (God of love)     Cupid (same) 
        Hephaestus (God of fire;   Vulcan (same) 
               blacksmith of the gods)      
        Hermes (Messenger of the   Mercury (same) 
                     Gods; Protector of      
            travelers and merchants)  
 Hestia (Guardian of the home)     Vesta (same) 
             Hypnos (God of sleep)     Somnus (same) 
             Rhea (Wife of Cronus;   Ops (Wife of Saturn;  
                      Mother Goddess)     Mother Goddess) 
 
In cases where a specific god or goddess was preferred over another, 
elaborate stories (folklore) were enacted to justify a change of priority 
superiority; demonstrating (in reality) the frailty and weakness of re-
ligions based within epics of human origin, which attempt to explain 
characteristics of the created order. It is due this fact that many gods 
and goddesses are associated with aspects of creation; such as: rivers, 
landscapes, forests, seasons, sun, moon, stars, planets, harvests, weather, 
water, fertility, specific trades, warfare, earth, sky, etc. The epics of re-
gions upon the earth were generally specialized for the specific regions; 
with alterations within specifics, when the same gods and goddesses 
were chosen by other regions as desired deities. At times, the names 
of acquired deities were maintained, when various peoples were con-
quered; thus the specific deity of the conquered peoples was said to 
take the side of the victor. 

The fact emphasized by polytheistic religions, is that deities (or 
levels of consciousness; such as nirvana in Buddhism) are of human 
specifications; utilized as a means to explain that which was (and re-
mains) misunderstood within the realm of actual knowledge. The basic 
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premise of “religion” therefore remains that what man cannot explain 
through human investigation (i.e. philosophy, science, mathematics, 
etc.), becomes the bases of belief systems; with: epics, traditions, rituals, 
attained virtues, etc., which allow supposed answers through: striving 
in the flesh, creative thinking, conjecture, and assumptions which seem 
to render answers within the spiritual realm; although not in actuality! 
Within this fact, it can be understood why specific anthropomorphic 
gods and goddesses are chosen, altered, and manipulated to suit specific 
civilizations in accordance to geographical location, specifics of human 
desire, and specific desires of the civilization itself; such as seeking of 
signs and wonders, philosophical superiority, military superiority, in-
tellectual superiority, wealth superiority, etc. As most civilizations seek 
to be superior to all others in one form or another, much as one indi-
vidual religion (or denomination) seeks to be superior to all others in 
one form or another; the deities of the civilization or religion are 
created within the hearts and minds of the specific peoples, for the ful-
fillment of specific purposes! The essence of this becomes creative 
thinking (idealism) on the part of the cultural or religious leadership 
(idealists), which is followed by the masses from within a state of in-
tentional ignorance (ideology). 
 

Monotheism: The belief in only one God.  3.
This is the basis of belief within both actual Christianity (as •
greatly distinguished from the Christian religion) and Islam (in 
Arabic means—‘surrender’). 

 
The major difference between all religions upon planet earth and the 
beliefs of Islam and actual Christianity remains the seeking of one God 
and Creator; vice invented gods, goddesses, higher levels of conscious-
ness, and epics (folklore; traditions) of specific human choice. The God 
of the Israelites (His chosen people), has proven that He alone is the 
one true God; for the history of creation and of the world is proven 
(factually) as the Bible (not including the Apocryphal writings) has been 
evinced to be exactly correct, as by archeology, history, the actual per-
sonal relationship with God; more so still by the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and His having risen been witnessed by many.1688 

1688 John 20:16-21:14.
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The fact of Jesus` existence and the profound effect upon the world by 
His endeavors in “truth” regarding the reality of God is emphasized by 
the calendar designations—B.C. (before Christ) and A.D. (Anno Domini; 
year of the Lord); which cannot change, although the secular world in 
efforts to deny the fact of the “reality of the Christ,” in later times 
changed the designations to—BCE (before Christ’s era) and ACE (after 
Christ’s era), which evinces the reality of absurdity in attempts to deny 
the “truth”! 

With the facts of actual Christianity having been proven by the re-
ality of life itself, and the fact that no god, goddess, or person of ultimate 
consciousness has ever been witnessed by human ability to have ever 
emphasized the divine nature of God which is evinced in Jesus alone; 
the fact remains that the one true God does exist, and can be known 
personally; completely aloof of religious foolishness! Actual Christianity 
being completely founded upon the Lord Jesus Christ (Christ translated 
means Messiah) has no necessity for religious: epics, traditions, doc-
trines, principals, precepts, ideologies, and philosophies; for as 
aforementioned, these alterations are necessary only for those who wor-
ship without actual knowledge or faith!1689 The primary difference 
between adherents of actual Christianity (as distinguished from the 
Christian religion) and adherents of secular religions remains that actual 
Christians summit to God and remain subject to His righteousness by 
faith, whereas all others seek to establish their own state or form of 
righteousness!1690 The fact of this is proven by the emphasis of “religion” 
to be based within the physical realm, whereas the emphasis of actual 
Christianity is based solely and completely in the spiritual realm! The 
Jews of old had necessity for a mindset pertaining to this world, for they 
shall inherit the earth; whereas the mindset of true believers (Jew and 
Gentile alike) from the time of Israel’s having been set aside (tempo-
rarily) must remain beyond the confines of this world, for ours is a 
heavenly kingdom!1691 

When the reality of “The Way” (actual Christianity) became the 
deceptive fantasy of the Christian religion within a short period of time 
from the founding of the church by the Lord, aspects of religion were 

1689 John 4:20-42; Galatians 4:1-11.
1690 Romans 3:1-31; 10:1-13; Mark 10:17-31; cf. Psalm 14:1-7.
1691 John 4:20-24; 14:6-14; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; Hebrews 9:15-10:18; 11:1-6; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 

Matthew 13:34-50; 25:31-46; Ephesians 1:3-23.
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forcibly introduced to compensate for the lack of actual faith within 
the multitudes. When this occurred, leadership within the Christian 
religion made alterations as by doctrines, precepts, philosophies and 
traditions (epics); which has hindered individuals from entering into 
the appropriate personal spiritual relationship with God; for the Lord 
our Creator has always desired our sincere love, loyalty and devotion, 
over any form of religious sacrifice, ritual, or flattering words!1692 The 
basic premise which has led to multitudes within the Christian religion 
being led astray remains that human beings tend to follow other human 
beings, as faith is not of necessity so as to learn in this fashion! Because 
Jesus (God) is actually and factually the One who teaches us the spir-
itual Gospel truth, the imperative of faith is evident, yet denied within 
the following of others within the Christian religion; this as “religion” 
is based within human emotions and fanatical concept, whereas the 
beauty of Christianity is based within the spirit (led by God)!1693 The 
imperative factor of trusting devotion by faith in God is factually ev-
ident throughout the New Testament, as the person of Jesus placed 
major emphasis upon the Father (invisible God)!1694 The emphasis 
placed by Jesus when He walked upon the earth, was that believers are 
to focus upon “God” through righteously actuated faith (walking by 
faith); not seeking spiritual answers in the physical realm, as by persons 
or religion (walking by sight)! 

IMPORTANT PREEMPTIVE NOTES 

Jesus earthly spoken ministry was directed specifically toward •
the Jews alone; with the exception being His loving 
involvement with individuals of faith; this of course being 
distinguished from His sacrificial (atoning) work which was 
once for all. Jesus always adamantly avoided religious teachings 
void of faith and truth!1695  
The initial spoken ministry of the devoted Apostles (disciples) •
was also for the sake of the Israelites (God’s chosen people)!1696 
Signs (saymaion) and wonders (teras) were for the sake of the •

1692 1 Thessalonians 2:5-9; Romans 16:17-20; Jude 1:3-25; Colossians 2:1-12.
1693 Romans 8:1-17, specific vs. 12-14.
1694 Emphasized—Matthew 6:1-34; 13:11-50.
1695 Matthew 15:21-28, specific v. 24; 23:1-36.
1696 Matthew 10:1-8, specific vs. 5, 6.
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Jews alone, and for foundational forming of the church as 
through the affirmation of faithful testimony; for the Jews being 
of little faith always sought for signs.1697 Being God’s chosen 
people, they have and will continue to receive blessings from 
the Lord; which are for them alone! 

It is due the fact that signs and wonders were for the sake of ◦
the Jews, that actual signs (saymaion) and wonders (teras) 
from God utilizing human agents, ceased completely when 
the Jews were set aside (temporarily) upon entrance into the 
dispensation of grace (the church age).1698 By my own 
investigative approximation, this occurred sometime during 
the years A.D. 47-52.  
As witnessed by the Luke 11:21-26 passages, trusting in ◦
physical realm means of safety, and physical realm witnessed 
means of proof regarding spiritual matters, is extremely 
dangerous! Therefore, to trust in that which is of the world 
or of importance to the flesh in order to believe, proves a 
lack of faith and trust in God; from whom comes our actual 
protection and deliverance! 

The false (counterfeit) signs (semeiois) and wonders (terasin) •
which have been emphasized within the Christian religion 
since the time of Israel’s having been set aside (temporarily), 
are the work of Satan and demons; for these false signs and 
wonders have been, and will continue to be a means by which 
individuals without actual righteous actuated faith will be 
deceived by the darkness of religion. The primary worldly 
religion which serves Satan by emphasizing the false signs and 
wonders is the “Christian religion” (as greatly distinguished 
from actual Christianity; i.e. the Way)! With understanding of 
this fact, we can understand that the Christian religion (as 
distinguished from actual Christianity; i.e. those having the 
mind of Christ) has and will continue to set the stage for 
Satan’s servant—the Antichrist; this as the Christian religion 
entices the foolish desires and emotions of the flesh!1699 Simply 

1697 Matthew 12:38-45; 16:1-4; Luke 11:16-36; John 6:30-66.
1698 Acts 15:1-29; Romans 3:9-5:21; 9:1-11:36; Colossians 3:1-17; Ephesians 3:1-21.
1699 Revelation 13:11-18; reiterated—Romans 8:1-17.
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stated, although “Christianity” is a pure and undefiled 
relationship which is lived by faith with focus and fulfillment in 
the spiritual realm, the “Christian religion” is a dung heap of 
physical realm corruption and compromise derived from 
religious attempts to gain converts from the paganisms 
of the world! 

 
Just as actual Christianity being founded upon the Lord had as its prem-
ise the seeking of the one true God with a devotional heart and 
submissive spirit, so also was the initial premise of Islam (Mohammed). 
Just as actual Christianity was corrupted for the many (masses) by the 
initiation and instituting of manmade religious doctrines and philoso-
phies derived from variances in focus due to volitional thinking and 
elemental intentions; so also occurred within Islam, as Islamic leadership 
were swayed from devotional focus as by the volition of the flesh which 
was persuaded by evil influence. Although a remnant within both actual 
Christianity and Islam seek to love God with pure motives and intent, 
the factious masses within both the Christian religion and Islam have 
been led to devotions of harlotry due to the corruptions which come 
forth from volitional (vane) predominant human thinking and leader-
ship. Once human beings believe they hold all the answers, they will 
no longer humbly submit unto the Lord who has knowledge of all things 
(thus all the righteous answers regarding every perplexity)! 
 

The distractions of the flesh (self) remain the primary hindrance •
within those who seek to know the one true God within 
Monotheism! This is the reason “self” must be denied, in order 
to actually and devotionally follow the Lord!1700 Because the 
reality exists that the God of the Bible (one true God) has been 
and continues to be proven within all avenues of evidenced 
reality (such as archaeology and creation itself), the reality also 
exists that all who seek the one true God (truth) will be 
subjected to the coercive nature of demonic influence; thus 
appropriate spiritual focus and success is maintained solely 
through fighting the good fight of the faith!1701 

1700 Matthew 16:24, 25.
1701 John 14:6, 7; Romans 1:18-23; 1 Timothy 1:18, 19; 6:3-19; 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
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Because salvation is realized only through the Lord of the Bible •
who alone is God and Savior, discernment brings forth 
knowledge that all other avenues of expressed eternality remain 
vain, deceptive, coercive, distractive, and futile; in and of 
themselves.1702 The fact that multitudes in times of antiquity, 
and individuals even now, utilize objects created by man as 
instruments for worship and belief, emphatically demonstrates 
how easily our flesh is led astray from all forms of righteousness 
regarding God; gods or lords!1703 

 
Tritheism: The belief in three gods. 4.

Many Christian religion doctrines regarding the “Trinity,” •
border on Tritheism! 
Because of disputes and controversies which have arisen •
throughout church history, philosophical doctrines have been 
contrived to prove points of controversial interests; all of which 
bringing forth distraction, confusion, prideful arrogance, and 
religious precepts. Information regarding the reality of this 
matter is found in chapter two. 

 
Deism: Belief that God created the earth, yet discontinued 5.
involvement with the world after its creation.  

The philosophy of Deism eliminates the potential of a personal •
relationship with the Creator; for in accordance to this 
philosophy, God does not concern Himself with the 
continuation of His creation. 

 
Atheism: Disbelief in God (monotheism), or gods (polytheism). 6.

There is actually no such thing as an Atheist, because God has •
given to each a measure of faith; although within the bitterness 
of the heart derived from the foolishness of human pride and/or 
religious complacency, many would claim to be.  
It is an unfortunate fact; many supposed atheists have turned •
away from knowing God, due the fact of overwhelming 
religious principles, precepts and harassments. 

1702 Romans 10:1-21; Isaiah 43:1-44:27.
1703 1 Corinthians 8:1-9.
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Rationalism: The Philosophy which emphasizes the role of reason 7.
alone as necessary for obtaining knowledge.  

This philosophy maintains that the bases for knowledge are •
innate, thus all knowledge pertaining to philosophy and science 
could be deductively derived (reasoned) from the discovery of 
certain universal and self-evident truths. 
Rationalism is a primary foundational basis by which •
humankind attempts to gain understanding solely by the 
intellectual prowess innate to human nature. Within this fact, 
we can better understand why many leaders (including supposed 
spiritual leaders) throughout the centuries have sought and 
fought to maintain pedestals, from atop which they view and act 
condescendingly toward others, while maintaining the mindset 
of themselves being without error. As pride and rationalism 
coincide closely one with the other, the potential for imposing 
leadership to realize truth or actually trust in God is greatly 
hindered, or destroyed completely! 
Scholastic Theology from the 11th- 16th centuries A.D. was very •
much founded within the conceptual philosophy of 
Rationalism. 
Scholasticism attempted to understand Biblical revelation •
(which is actually spiritually appraised), as by philosophy and 
reason.1704 
This caused further alterations within the Christian religion; •
this made evident, as the time of the Reformation came in the 
16th century A.D. Within the argumentative debates and stature 
of the Reformation Period, individuals took the stance of 
being right and others wrong; leading to divisions with few 
actually coming to knowledge of Biblical truth (1 Timothy 
1:3-11)! 

 
Empiricism: The philosophical doctrine that emphasizes that all 8.
human knowledge is based upon experience. This denies any 
possibility for spontaneous ideas or priori thought, although yet 
emphasizing the key role of sense perception (sensation) within 
experience leading to knowledge. 

1704 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
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Immanuel Kant expounded upon the doctrine of Empiricism, •
by incorporating sensations as being acceptable within the 
realm of experience. This combined the philosophies of both 
Empiricism and Rationalism.  
The basic premise of Empiricism is the foundational basis of •
both many forms of religion, and Christian religious 
denominationalism. As by the premise of knowledge being 
based upon experience, those of like-mindedness gather as by 
the coinciding nature of their human experiences or sense 
perceptions. 

 
Agnosticism: Denial that humans can actually know whether God 9.
exists or not. Within this, some Agnostics conclude that systems of 
human belief should simply be suspended (agnostic atheism).  

Other Agnostics, conclude belief in God by faith (intuitive •
understanding); aside from any specifics of religion.  
This form of Agnosticism holds to the basic principle that it is •
possible to know of God by faith, yet denies the ability of 
knowing God personally as through a close relationship; which 
is the actual foundational basis (close relationship) of both non-
emphatic Christianity and non-emphatic Islam. 

 
 Mythology: The collection, study, and interpretation of myths as-10.
sociated with a particular culture. Mythology encompasses narratives 
which render conceivable explanations as to the perplexities of life 
and creation; generally passed down through oral communication, 
with such repetitiveness so as to be believed (epic). 

 
The aforementioned brief explanations of human philosophical thinking 
render assistance in gaining realization as to the expanded growth of 
religion due the intellectualizations of humankind. Religion in and of 
itself, being based in and founded upon human intellect and the fantasies 
of the flesh, while also holding to a basic concept of God, is in essence 
a means of mysticism which draws likeminded individuals to believe in 
the divine (God); without actual wisdom, understanding and knowledge. 
“Religion” has always been a means by which man seeks enlightenment; 
apart from illumination which comes from the Holy Spirit, who renders 
the blessing of actual wisdom, understanding, “truth” and knowledge. 
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In addition, “religion” is the primary means by which Satan deceives 
the whole world, minus a remnant, by influencing human assumption, 
conjecture, and vain thinking; aloof truth and reality! 
 
Important note—it should be remembered and contemplated upon, 
prior to continuation; God gave to each “a measure of faith,” so that 
all humans may believe in him spiritually (by faith), and be stayed from 
the prideful arrogance of the human nature (John 3:1-21; Romans 12:3; 
James 4:13-17)! “Christianity” is based within an actual measure of 
righteously actuated faith, being foundational upon and within a 
personal relationship with Jesus (our lord and creator); without com-
promise, variation, or excuse (Romans 12:1-21; Colossians 1:3-23; 
Hebrews 12:1-29)! 
 
It is the inappropriate trusting in the uncertainty of riches and human 
leadership, and the many ways by which mammon and demonically in-
fluenced leadership turns the hearts of individuals to ultimately serve 
“self,” that is the purpose of explanation within Revelation chapter eight-
een. Babylon was the first of the four major kingdoms of Biblical 
mention. From Babylon (1st kingdom) precept factors centered upon 
the: lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and boastful pride of life; entered 
into and corrupted the spiritual and moral stature of human existence 
as set forth by the Lord to His chosen people (the Israelites). The pre-
cept factors from Babylon began the basis of covert authoritarianism 
throughout the known world; as freedom for lesser capital gains among 
the commoners, became the basis of great riches to the ruling au-
thorities. This corruption continued through the Medo-Persian Period 
(2nd kingdom) which added forms of political doctrine and increased 
trust in government, then through the Greek Period (3rd kingdom) 
which added forms of philosophy; bringing forth increased human in-
tellectual feelings of worth. The fourth kingdom—“Rome,” having 
collected the precepts, doctrines and philosophies of the former king-
doms, then added many traditions which made the forms of secular 
bondage complete; which yet to this day holds the multitudes captive 
to carnal affairs, hopes, and trust. 

Initially within the Roman Empire, the gods were considered higher 
powers without form. When the Roman culture came into contact with 
other cultures of polytheistic beliefs in the 6th century B.C., the Romans 
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began to identify the gods of their progressive culture in physical forms; 
which was derived from the associations which were made with the 
Greeks (and Etruscans) having already done so. It was from the com-
bination of the two civilizations, as by the poetry and writing of Roman 
scholars who attached the names of Roman gods onto former Greek 
literary traditions (as by association) that a centralized Greco-Roman 
form of mythology came into existence. This makes evident how one 
civilization grafts into its own culture the beliefs and traditions of former 
cultures, while making alterations for the purpose of prestige, and self-
gratification of being the precedent originator of a belief or tradition; 
although not within any form of actual realism. In many instances, civ-
ilizations would search the archives of other nations to ascertain specific 
gods which were claimed to assist within certain situations, and then 
the nation would begin worshipping the specific god so as to gain the 
god’s strength for victory or success within the specific desired by the 
civilization. This lends credence that most people will come to believe 
anything, and worship foolishly, if and when the emphasis of the matter 
places them within a position of supposed personal superiority or gains; 
this derived from the boastful pride of life and/or lustful desires of the 
flesh, which are of the sinful nature. Please remember, the primary basis 
of human: meanness, wickedness, failures, frailties, carnal motivations, 
insincerities and insecurities; has always been “self” and the derivatives 
there from (i.e. pride, arrogance, selfishness, self-centeredness, greed, 
bigotry, prejudice, angry endeavors, etc.)! 

With the repeated telling of stories within a culture or society, and 
the fact that most individuals within a culture, society or religion tend 
to go with the status quo, it becomes inevitable that the masses within 
a culture or the religion of the culture, tend to follow and eventually 
believe the stories as being real (epic; circumlocutory); whereas only a 
remnant maintains adherence to the truth within factuality, as by denial 
of the fabrication or fantasy! The un-righteous art of rhetoric, duplicity, 
ostentation and affectation has led multitudes astray from both truth 
and reality throughout history; as those without actual knowledge de-
rived from seeking of truth, generally remain both ignorant and guilty 
of credulity! As the Holy Spirit stated within Scripture, the masses have 
indeed: exchanged the truth for a lie, allowed their love for God to grow 
cold, become boastful and arrogant as by seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, become lovers of “self” (narcissistic), placed their own 
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carnal wants and desires above the necessities of others and sincere seek-
ing of God, chosen to trust in the uncertainties of mammon, seek 
purpose within the standards set forth by the world, and chosen to walk 
at a distance from God as by their continual journey within endeavors 
of darkness.1705 In contrast, the remnant (true Christians) seek to: main-
tain love for God first and foremost, attempt consistent and persistent 
denial of “self,” consider others as more important than themselves, 
immovably submit to the righteousness of God, walk in truth at all times 
(i.e. maintain absolute integrity; candor; veracity), maintain fellowship 
with God as by walking in the light of truth and reality habitually, place 
the salvation of the lost as a precedent, and trust solely in God; thereby 
gaining knowledge of purpose as by God’s: tutelage, masterful leader-
ship, and grace.1706 The truth of this matter can be evidenced within 
the life of all; for surely upon close inspection, tests may be forthcoming 
which prove either salvation within a relationship with God (Holy 
Spirit’s fruit), or deception and coercion leading to condemnation 
amongst those held captive by religion and fleshly indulgence (deeds 
of the flesh).1707 It should always be remembered, going with the masses 
within the status quo in holding to a simple concept of God is not suf-
ficient for either a life trained in righteousness or salvation; for if God’s 
seal for the day of redemption is upon a person, then growth in knowl-
edge and righteousness must be forthcoming!1708 

 
A simple test: Those who have gone beyond simple •
understanding to actual knowledge: realize the agape spiritual 
love which God has for those created in His image; are without 
fear, for God’s perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:11-21); 
realize the imperative for focus upon the author and perfecter of 
our faith, as with disciplined devotional focus comes elimination 
of superficial un-investigated acceptance, and an adamant denial 
of “self” for the sake of appropriate fellowship with God; the 
necessity to walk by faith, for all that is religious within the 

1705 Matthew 6:19-24; John 3:19-21; 12:35, 36, 46-48; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 6:3-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 
1 John 1:1-10.

1706 Ephesians 2:1-22; 1 Timothy 4:6-16; 6:6-19; 2 Timothy 2:3-4:8; Matthew 22:36-40; 
Philippians 2:1-18; Jude 1:17-23; James 5:19, 20; 1 Peter 4:7-19.

1707 1 John 3:1-18; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10; Romans 8:1-17; Colossians 2:20-23; 
Galatians 5:19-23.

1708 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; Ephesians 4:17-32.
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physical realm is according to that which is innate within 
human nature! The realistic passing of this test as by truthful 
manifestation is the result of God’s both willing and working for 
His own good pleasure! 

 
Close inspection of historical evidence such as the aforementioned, 
plays an important role in understanding how different religions may 
appear as having “light” in its current form, although in essence being 
a derivative of absolute original “darkness”! To compensate for variances 
or lapses within an epic which has led to doubt, elaborate stories are 
comprised by the scholarly sect of a civilization, culture or religion, in 
efforts to eliminate discrepancies which may be realized by the com-
moners of the civilization, culture or religion; thus the epic, tradition 
or belief grows with vigor as by the strength of greater deceived masses 
who pass the stories (epics, traditions, beliefs) as having actual historical 
truthful meaning; although not. It is the responsibility of all individuals 
to investigate what they choose to believe, regarding truth or deception, 
prior to adherence; for there will assuredly be accountability unto God 
for believing in falsehood! In an effort to draw individuals from other 
religions into the Christian religion, aspects of the inappropriate reli-
gions previously followed by the new converts were incorporated into 
the Christian religion (as greatly distinguished from actual Christianity); 
in the forms of doctrine, precept, philosophy and tradition. When this 
occurred (unfortunately on a continued basis) the Christian religion 
became one of deceptive compromise, just had all the other religions 
upon planet earth (with the exception of the Levitical and Mosaic Laws); 
for any and all deviations from truth in pure form, become deceptions 
based within wicked intent. This compromise is made evident by the 
fact of deviations within Catholicism throughout the generations, and 
the fact that the Christian religion in many ways follows the harlotry 
of its mother (Catholicism); which originated the traditions found within 
Christendom through a mixture of many religions, foundationally in-
cluding the Babylonian Mysteries Religion; from which came the 
worship of: Ishtar (queen of heaven), the Ashtaroth, and Baal (Baals—
plural), which are repeatedly condemned in Scripture.1709  

1709 Numbers 25:3-13; Judges 2:11-19; Jeremiah 7:16-26; 44:15-28. 
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Mysticism 
A basis of many forms of religion upon planet earth is mysticism, which 
is derived from mysteries which are proclaimed and/or pronounced by 
individuals who claim a supposed intuitive consciousness of God and 
truth, as by contemplation and supposed love. As by this basis, individ-
uals proclaim progressive revelation of mysteries, which allows the 
deceptions of changing eschatological prophesies with the passing of 
time. Although many scholars have stated that the Apostle Paul was the 
chief mystic of the Christian religion, due Paul’s revealing mysteries 
kept secret from long ages past; making correlations between mysticism 
and the revealing of mysteries by God to the Apostle Paul is both un-
warranted and inappropriate as by a few reasons: 
 

Paul was not a member of the Christian religion, but rather a •
Christian; a bond-servant of Jesus (by choice of acceptance) 
because of a stewardship entrusted to Him by God.1710 Actual 
Christianity (i.e. the Way) became the now abounding Christian 
religion, within the lives of multitudes, as through compromise 
and collections of inappropriate heresies and apostasies early in 
church history; henceforth maintaining alterations throughout 
its history, thus having also maintained departure from the truth 
from the time of its induction. 
That which was revealed through the ministry of the Apostle •
Paul was in accordance to the Lord’s volition pertaining to the 
saving of Gentiles.1711 As God knows all things; that which was 
revealed was not something new derived from any means of 
man’s choosing, but rather was in accordance to God’s sovereign 
will pertaining to those created in His image. This fact renders 
absolute evidence that the yet not revealed mysteries of God 
can never be compared with the mysteries of religion 
(mysticism); for in accordance to the faithfulness of God, the 
mysteries revealed (revelation) will surely occur; whereas the 
mysteries of humankind (mysticism) will continue without 
fulfillment within the realm of reality.1712 

1710 1 Corinthians 9:15-19, emphasis v. 17.
1711 Romans 16:25-27; Ephesians 3:1-12.
1712 John 19:30; Revelation 1:1-3; 4:1; 21:6-8; 22:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 2:6-3:9; Isaiah 45:20-25; 

47:1-15.
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“The Way” (Body of Christ) is founded upon Jesus (the Rock of •
our salvation), as there is no other foundation; for Jesus is the 
head of the body, as well as the Rock which assures the 
soundness and surety of spiritual stance and victory!1713 All 
religious foundations set forth by humankind are in accordance 
to the doctrines of demons, which lead astray from freedom in 
truth (made free; a blessing from God upon those who abide in 
the Word); these doctrines are the basis by which the majority 
of human beings have, and will continue to be held captive to 
deception by the evil one (Satan) and those within the realm of 
his command (demons; those demonically influenced)1714 The 
primary problem with all religions; with the exception of the 
Levitical Law which was designated by God; is that within the 
deceptions and delusive variations which are founded upon 
Satan’s guile and evil schemes, the reality of God is denied and 
rejected, although carnal superficial mention of God remains 
attached to many of the religions! It is Satan’s will that 
individuals both deceive and remain deceived, which is why 
“religion” is the primary means by which Satan’s will is fulfilled, 
and this so as to spiritually murder as many human beings as 
possible (eternally)! The primary means within Satan’s deceptive 
scheming to accomplish the task of spiritual murder is “religious 
denial of the imperative reality of God” (God at work; God’s 
imperative righteous leadership), and thus rejection of necessary 
knowledge pertaining to the reality of eternal salvation!1715 

 
Unlike the secular basis of mysticism which leads to progressive rev-
elation of mysteries as through human conduits of supposed wisdom, 
which potentially never ceases; the Biblical basis regarding revelation 
of mysteries is that of something hidden during Old Testament times, 
being revealed in the New Testament. The Biblical basis of revelation 
(mystery revealed) is in fulfillment of Biblical prophecy or notation, as 
the reality of God’s sovereign will becomes an object of His revealed 
will. The assured actuality of God’s revelations occurs within the spirit 

1713 Matthew 21:33-46; Acts 4:7-12; Ephesians 2:11-22; 4:7-16; 1 Peter 2:1-10; 1 John 5:4, 5.
1714 John 8:31-36; 15:4-14; 1 John 5:18-21; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 6:20, 21; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
1715 Revelation 12:9; John 8:42-47; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; 2 

Thessalonians 2:7-12; Romans 8:14; cf. Hebrews 13:20, 21.
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of true believers (legitimate sons and daughters of God), leading to 
knowledge and devotional acceptance of sound doctrine; for the Lord 
is truthfully our only Teacher regarding spiritual matters!1716 It should 
be remembered—that which is revealed in the Gospel is never in ac-
cordance to a choice rendered by God’s servants, but rather is always 
in accordance to God’s will (administration) pertaining to the rev-
elation.1717 This fact distinguishes the mysteries of the Gospel hugely 
different than the mysteries of mysticism, as mysticism is greatly 
contingent upon the whims and/or desires of deceived individuals who 
fall prey to demonic influence!  
 
Personal Note: Although within God’s administration the Biblical words 
are inspired of God, it should be realized through strict investigative 
study, those personal characteristics of the writer can be witnessed; 
whether righteous or un-righteous. This allows greater understanding 
of difficulties involving pride and arrogance within the writers, prior to 
their being drawn by God unto Jesus; and how the former pride and ar-
rogance can continue to cause hindrance, until either dealt with by the 
individual, or in accordance to the chastisements of the Lord! All of this 
is for our instructional benefit, so that we may realize that all of us truly 
fall short of the glory and righteousness of the Lord, and that all things 
within our relationship with the Lord work together for our betterment 
and good; especially when the wicked characteristics of our sinful nature 
(self) have been dealt with righteously, and therefore forced aloof our 
continued walk and servanthood for the Lord.1718 Truly “self” must be 
denied in order to follow the masterful righteous leadership of the Lord; 
for without disciplined choice to deny “self” (habitually) the character-
istics of our sinful nature can and will continue to hinder our endeavors, 
until dealt with righteously within disciplined devotional obedience and 
humble submission! Most of us have fallen prey unto the foolishness of 
our flesh (“self”) on occasion, yet with increased disciplined strict devo-
tion for the Lord, our foolishness decreases, and the righteousness of 
the Lord increases; for this is a necessary imperative which proves the 
divine indwelling of God within His legitimate children!1719  

1716 Matthew 23:1-10; Galatians 1:11, 12; cf. John 14:22-26; James 1:21-25, specific v. 21.
1717 1 Corinthians 3:10-4:5; Ephesians 1:3-23.
1718 Romans 8:28.
1719 John 3:3-8, 25-36; Romans 8:1-17; specific vs. 11-14; Hebrews 12:1-11.
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Please understand, I am not criticizing the Apostle Paul within this 
personal note; for having been prideful, arrogant, foolish and outright 
stupid myself, prior to the actual implantation of the Word into my 
spirit by the Lord, and having come beyond the foolishness of my flesh 
by the grace and masterful guidance of the Lord, I am simply empha-
sizing a reality! The Apostle Paul was a Pharisee of Pharisees, for his 
personal teacher was Gamaliel, who was highly respected for his knowl-
edge and wisdom pertaining to the Levitical Law.1720 As can be 
witnessed within the Gospel New Testament, the Pharisees (not nec-
essarily Gamaliel) were extremely prideful unto the point of blatant 
arrogance; which is the reason they added spoken laws to the written 
Law of God, and failing to follow their own teachings expected everyone 
else to follow their verbal teachings; which Jesus never did, for there is 
no righteous circumstance by which to add to the written Law of 
God.1721 The blatant pride which led the Apostle Paul prior to his chas-
tisement (debility illness) allowed by the Lord is emphasized in the 
Gospel by Paul’s constant referring to himself within his epistles, with 
the culmination being found within his referring to the Gospel of God 
as being his (“my”) gospel.1722 In addition, the Apostle Paul made ref-
erence to “winning” others to Christ and “saving some,” which is 
prideful foolishness; for individuals coming to the reality of the Christ 
(Jesus) is a divine work of God alone; we simply speak the truth in love, 
and pray making supplication for God’s considerations and blessings!1723 
Please remember the extent necessary for Paul to realize the error of 
his misguided ways, so as to come to the reality of the Christ (spiritual 
relational reality).1724  

Even with such a stern reality necessary in order for Paul to stop 
and realize the truth, his pride and arrogance yet continued; for he 
within the pride of his entire past life could yet not grasp the imperative 
of “denial of self’(personal volition and characteristics past, present, and 
future); this proven by his frequent referring to himself within his epis-
tles, and this to prove his past accomplishments and suffering; whereas 

1720 Acts 5:34-39; cf. 22:3.
1721 Matthew 23:1-39.
1722 examples (my gospel)—Philippians 3:2-7; Romans 2:14-16, specific v. 16; 16:25-27, 

specific v. 25; 2 Timothy 2:8, 9, specific v. 8; chastisement - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; reality 
(God’s Gospel)—Mark 1:1, 14, 15; Luke 16:16; Acts 20:24; Romans 1:1-10; 15:16-19.

1723 1 Corinthians 9:19-22.
1724 Acts 9:1-18.
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the reality remained that like many of us Paul spoke to “prove himself” 
unto others, which is derived from the insecurities of the flesh which 
are foundational to engrained adolescent pride. Speaking of leaving all 
past characteristics of “oneself” behind, and actually accomplishing the 
task unto habitual frequency are entirely two different things.1725  

Although the reality of “denial of self” does not happen overnight, 
the fact remains that “denial of self” must be practiced every moment 
of everyday; this actually occurring by disciplined devotional submission 
unto God continually! Paul obviously had a concept of this reality, which 
is why he stated that we should pray without ceasing.1726 Having wit-
nessed the same reality of denial regarding the truth of “denial of self” 
in both myself and a multitude of others, I can personally attest to the 
abounding hindrance which failing to deny “self” (in reality) causes to 
our actual submission unto God, and obedience to follow His masterful 
leadership. I praise God that by His grace I learned the reality which 
allowed me to actually deny “self” (personal volition and choices) within 
a short few years after His indwelling; for having literally experienced 
the Lord God’s personal teaching, and realizing how quickly the beauty 
of actual fellowship with Him is lost, I came to hate my “self” which al-
lowed increased love for and devotional submission and servanthood 
unto God, by His grace abounding masterful leadership which occurs 
primarily during actual intimate fellowship with Him! Within this re-
ality, the person I was as a child, prior to the foolishness of adolescent 
pride and the behavior foundational there to, became righteously clear 
(selfless and loving)! Having received and understood God’s anointed 
purpose for my life, I left behind all that I had hoped, studied for (col-
lege), and worked for (chosen profession); as realizing by actual 
knowledge from the Lord that my purpose in life had nothing to do 
with me, and everything to do with serving Him, the choice became 
simple; although the reality of coming to discard all that I had accom-
plished in the flesh was initially quite harsh, as I was then thirty-seven 
years old! Like all believers ought, and very few actually do, I chose 
God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will as precedence; which forced 
rejection of “self” so as to accomplish the lifelong hence task!1727 Please 

1725 Philippians 3:1-21, specific v. 13.
1726 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
1727 Luke 14:26-35.
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understand, when the Lord said that we must give up all our possessions 
(Luke 14:33), and hate others (father, mother, wife, children, etc.—Luke 
14:26); the emphasis of the statements were pertaining to our willingness 
to surrender all, and our willingness to never allow our relationships 
with others to ever take precedence over our devotion and loyalty unto 
the Lord! True disciplined devotion and loyalty for the Lord, holds 
nothing in reserve for “self”; for if we are not willing to put God first 
and foremost, we will always hold back from the Lord our best devo-
tional efforts, which disallows us the blessings from God which He 
renders to those who will go forth without hesitation, no matter what 
the path of our anointing may bring (persecution, suffering, tribulation); 
for the reality remains that all who hold back for “self” will assuredly 
fall away at the first signs of trouble!1728 The immense beauty of my ex-
istence by the grace of God is the same potential available to all by the 
grace of God; for now, after allowing God to work righteously in my 
existence according to the kind intention of His will, the blessing of 
understanding pertaining to all things righteously appraised has become 
a reality!1729 All the talking conceivable does not bring forth the reality 
of who we are in Christ; but rather the reality of God’s divine work, 
which is only received humbly within: a righteous confession of faith, 
loyalty, submission, spiritual and physical discipline, devotion, obedience, 
and service; unto the one true God and Savior.1730 

The entire purpose of this “personal note” is to emphasize (by ex-
perience) the reality of the imperative to “deny self” with adamancy! 
Multitudes have never gone beyond a concept of this reality, which is 
why multitudes have left themselves open to the instigations and in-
fluence which is from the demonic realm, which holds them to live 
for the flesh; not for God!1731 All who do not devotionally, with stern 
discipline, maintain focus and strict disciplined devotion unto the Lord 
can and will be deceived (utilized by Satan to be led, and lead others 
astray); for without the reality of God’s divine work in individuals, the 
reality of being led by the flesh remains, with but a concept of spiri-
tuality, and the reality of being led by God!1732 This of course is far 

1728 Luke 9:51-62; Mark 4:13-20.
1729 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 15:10.
1730 Titus 2:1-15; 2 Peter 1:1-21.
1731 Romans 8:1-39, specifics vs. 1-17.
1732 Hebrews 12:1-11.
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more abounding within human relationships which involve church 
leadership and supposed church leadership; as multitudes seek answers 
from those called of God, and those not actually called of God, and 
in doing so never actually learn to go to God for the answers! The re-
ality of God is realistically true and righteous! The reality of actual 
fellowship with the one true spiritual Teacher (Jesus) is absolutely true, 
real, pure, righteous, beautiful, and ineffable! Without actual “denial 
of self” beginning with God’s divine preparatory and drawing work 
which takes individuals unto the reality of the Christ (Jesus), the afore-
mentioned realities will never occur!1733 This truth which has been 
denied in the church blatantly for generations, has led to multitudes 
trusting “religion” and doctrines of demons (religious doctrines) to 
save them; although no one will ever be saved by “religion” or the 
doctrines there of!  

Although it is my wish that many would come to the reality of the 
Christ (glory of Christ) by the divine work of God; realizing the truth 
of how the world is deceived by Satan to trust in “religion,” while living 
for the flesh, maintains the reality of very little hope for humankind, with 
the exception of a remnant, regarding actual salvation. When we continue 
within the characteristics of the flesh, while holding to but a concept of 
God through religious teachings and practices; we in fact fight against 
the Gospel truth, and in doing so fight against the righteousness of God! 
We cannot come to the reality of God which is realized within the reality 
of the Christ (Jesus), as long as we refuse to seek and evidence the truth; 
for without the reality of truth to guide us, we refuse to submit unto the 
kind intention of God’s: good, acceptable, and perfect will!1734 The reality 
of God will save and righteously guide us; yet with but a concept of the 
reality, by the deceptions of Satan within religious and carnal endeavors, 
the reality of God remains denied and rejected! If we claim to seek God, 
and we claim to love God, then the reality must be manifested by God; 
for without the manifestation of the reality within us by God’s indwelling, 
only a delusive life and reality remains!1735 Truly we are known (in reality) 
by our fruits; not our words, and religious jargon!1736  

Simply stated, whereas the mysteries of the Gospel are blessings 

1733 John 6:44, 45, 53-58, 63-65.
1734 John 14:6, 7.
1735 James 1:21, 22.
1736 Matthew 7:13-27.
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from God hidden until such a time as He wills (chooses) that they be 
revealed (bestowed in righteousness) upon those created in His image; 
mysticism is derived from the creativity of the human mind, which is 
led in accordance to both the distractive sinful nature and the coercion 
of evil which entices the sinful nature. Whereas the mysteries of the 
Gospel are blessings at their revelation; mysticism is religion of a mys-
terious nature, which allows those most greatly deceived (leadership) 
to deceive the masses who follow after them. Whereas the mysteries of 
the Gospel are founded upon the light, lovingkindness, and faithfulness 
of God; mysticism is founded upon the darkness of wickedness and the 
deceptive distractions of Satan. Whereas the mysteries of the Gospel 
are inevitably all about a “personal relationship” with the Lord; mysti-
cism is all about “religion”!  

The mysteries revealed and/or initiated in the New Testament per-
tain to: 

 
The reality of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 13:3-52; Mark 4:2-1.
34; Luke 8:4-21).  

Much of Jesus` revelation in this regard was through parables; •
this as the truth is spiritually discerned and appraised, and can 
never be realized through conjecture, assumption, or reason (1 
Corinthians 2:6-16). 

 
The setting aside (rejection) of Israel (temporarily), due the Jew’s 2.
rejection of the Messiah (Christ) (Romans 11:1-32). 

It must always be remembered that God will fulfill His •
covenant promises regarding Israel (Zechariah 14:1-21; 
Jeremiah 31:27-40)! 
It should also be remembered that no one should think more •
highly of themselves than we ought to think, as by believing the 
church has replaced Israel as God’s chosen people! 

 
The truth of the Gospel, and of the necessity for rebirth (being born 3.
again into God’s family; legitimate children); literally manifested 
(revealed) in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 16:25-27; Luke 24:36-
49; 1 Peter 1:3-12; John 1:1-51; 3:1-21; Colossians 1:24-2:17; Titus 
2:11-15). 
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The change which shall and must occur, for believers to receive the 4.
substance (new body) which can enter the eternal state of God’s 
kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:35-58). 

I refer to the new body which the children of God will receive, •
as “substance”; for no one knows or can assume as by conjecture 
the actual form which will be received. Whatever our eternal 
form may be; it will be magnificent as by the kind intention of 
God’s will! 

 
The reality of the personal intimate and accountable relationship 5.
which must occur between individual believers and God; for the 
actuality of eternal salvation for the body (emphasized in context of 
the combined remnant; i.e. the church, ekklaysia; body and bride of 
Christ) to occur (Ephesians 4:1-6:20; John 3:1-21; Matthew 25:1-13). 

It is due the fact of the body (church) being in actuality a •
remnant (true Christians; born again believers), that we are to 
edify, teach, reproof, correct and assist each other in love; as 
each individual part of the body is utilized in accordance to gifts 
as rendered (1 Corinthians 12:1-14:40; Romans 12:1-8). It is 
due the potential for distraction and compromise, that leads 
true believers (Christians) to humbly submit to God’s work of 
sanctification (being set apart; made holy), thereby avoiding 
close associations with the world and those of the world; for 
with inappropriate close associations, comes diminishment of 
the building potential within the individual parts of the body (2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1). 
Because “religion” foundationally pertains to people attempting •
to establish their own righteousness derived from the sinful 
nature (flesh), as “religion” primarily regarding humankind 
denies the righteousness (rightful work; right doing) of God; a 
diametrical opposition exists between the Christian religion 
(individuality; self) and actual Christianity (being Christ-like; 
i.e.—all about God; selflessness), for true Christians 
foundationally submit to the actual righteousness of God so that 
He may both will and work for His own good pleasure 
(Matthew 22:36-40; John 8:1-59; Philippians 1:1-11; 2:1-18). 
Because this is a point of fact, the spiritual relational reality can 
never be achieved through religion, but rather only through 
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humble reverent submission within the measure of faith 
rendered to each in accordance to God’s graceful divine work. 
With true faith, no proofs within human nature (i.e. doctrines, 
philosophies, precepts, traditions, rituals, signs and wonders, 
idealism, ideology, and intellectual assumptions within 
conjecture) are necessary; whereas with only conceptual faith, 
no proof is possible as substantive to actually believe (Luke 
16:14-31; Romans 10:1-17)!  

MYSTICISM CONCLUSION: 

The reality of God’s love and grace for humanity was fully and com-
pletely revealed with the coming of Jesus (God incarnate—Immanuel). 
The first century Christians realized this fact, which led to faith in Jesus 
being referred to as—the Way; for Jesus is the way, and the truth, and 
the life (Acts 9:1, 2; 19:9, 23; John 14:1-10). Within actual knowledge of 
Jesus` identity (reality of the Christ), and understanding that God’s bless-
ings upon His children (true Christians) were completed before the 
foundation of the world, the remnant (true Christians) maintain love for 
God first and foremost, leading to disciplined obedience; whereas the 
multitudes (lukewarm religious believers) do not, evidenced by undis-
ciplined disobedience and living for the flesh (John 14:15-15:27).  

Although the sincerity of love and devotion for Jesus (God) remains 
prevalent within the remnant, with knowledge that there is but one 
Lord and Savior and He is the God of the Israelites; the masses within 
the deceptions and distractions of religion are easily and effectively led 
astray by the many variations brought forth by the coercion of mysti-
cism. When devotional focus upon the Lord is not maintained as by 
loving Him first and foremost, human minds and emotions are easily 
led astray in accordance to the sinful nature (individuality; self), which 
was and continues to be the foundation for the distractions of religious 
mysticism within the multitudes even to this day. Whereas mysticism 
is all about how individuals may fit into the scheme of things carnally; 
actual Christianity is all about God, and how we may fulfill our purpose 
according to His lovingkindness in having created us. 

 Because Satan is the ruler of the world (John 14:30), and this with 
God’s permission (although limited), Satan and demons are able to 
utilize all that is of the world in order to deceive and lead astray; this 
includes the enticements of the flesh to seek involvement and 
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precedence in all decision making processes! Because the sinful nature 
(flesh; self) has no place in a personal spiritual relationship with God, 
it (our flesh) seeks fulfillment through physical realm means; thus the 
precedent of religion, which is the primary means by which Satan de-
ceives the whole world (minus the remnant)! Because the saving 
relationship with God is spiritual, the imperative exists to allow God’s 
work of sanctification to occur abundantly! With being set apart from 
the world, and all its enticements, we live in the world serving the 
Lord God within His righteousness; yet we remain not of this world, 
as we eagerly await our home which is in God’s kingdom!1737 Because 
what is stated here is absolute truth, it is hoped understanding will 
come forth as to the necessary imperative to deny—“self”; for while 
the volition of “self” continues with precedence, and is enticed to do 
so, the good, acceptable, and perfect volition (will) of God cannot be 
fulfilled within any individual who remains self-centered!1738 As free-
dom in Christ is a blessing of God’s righteous work in accordance to 
the kind intention of His will, our existence must remain founded 
upon the Rock of our salvation which is the Lord, and trained by the 
sound doctrine of the Gospel; or spiritual downfall will assuredly 
occur!1739 Freedom in Christ, or bondage of and in the world; the 
choice rests with each of us!  

Because the majority of the mystery religions were open only to 
those of initiation, a profound sense of unity was felt by the religious 
members; feeding not only the human need to belong (fit in), but also 
the prideful need to succeed, no matter how inappropriate the endeavor. 
It is due the unity factor of a more personalized membership within the 
mysteries religions, as compared with the unity factor of Roman religion 
which emphasized but a smaller more insignificant part within the con-
fines of the more emphasized religion itself, which led to the growth of 
the mysteries religions; as well as the spreading of mystic influence into 
the early Christian church. 

Mysticism influence within the Christian religion can be noted by 
such factors as: 
 

1737 Hebrews 11:6-26.
1738 Matthew 16:21-28.
1739 Matthew 7:13-27; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:1-4.
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Denominationalism—Within denominations, a sense of unity with 1.
others of like beliefs remains the foundational basis by which 
individuals are deceived into believing their initiated group holds 
precedence over all other initiated groups. It is variances upon this 
basis by which many Christian religion denominations both belief 
and teach that only their members will inherit the kingdom of God, 
whereas (according to their teachings and beliefs) all other 
denominations being upon the wrong path will never reach the 
eternal destination which is God’s kingdom. Denominationalism 
blatantly violates the Gospel of truth, for there is but one body of 
believers (Body of Christ); of which Jesus is the head (1 Corinthians 
3:1-11; Ephesians 1:3-23; 4:7-16)! Actual Christianity submits to and 
follows the will of God in one direction upon the narrow path which 
leads to righteous life indeed; whereas the Christian religion as by 
the influence of delusive mystical teachings, submits to and follows 
the volition of humankind, unfortunately in many directions upon 
the wide path which leads to: confusion, inappropriate focus, and 
spiritual destruction (1 Timothy 6:3-19). 

 
Personal Savior-Gods—The sinful nature of humankind 2.
(individuality; self) was and continues to be a basis by which the 
mystery religions (mysticism) have been a form of deceptive bondage 
throughout the ages. The individual mystery religions throughout 
history (which are many), sought and proclaimed gods who would 
save the immortal souls of individuals who would trust in and 
worship the god or goddess of the specific form of mysticism. This 
was very popular in times of antiquity, for human nature generally 
tends toward the selfish notion of “what is in it for me”! The basis 
of this form of mystical influence within the Christian religion, can 
be found in the pulpit proclamations which emphasize acceptance 
of Jesus as one’s “personal savior” in order to be saved, although the 
emphasis of the Gospel is that a sincere confession of faith must be 
made regarding “Jesus as Lord,” which is an acknowledgement of 
the glory of Christ (reality of the Christ); with actual knowledge that 
He is the Savior of all men, especially of believers (John 6:44-65; 
Romans 10:1-17; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; Ephesians 5:22-30; 
1 Timothy 4:6-16). The insidious nature brought forth by mysticism 
within the Christian religion regarding this subject is therefore that 
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individuals are taught and continually seek what God will do for 
them personally on a continual basis (selfishness; individuality), aside 
of actual primary submission and obedience to God and secondarily 
consideration for others; whereas actual Christianity is all about faith 
and trust in God, as well as worshipping Him in spirit and in truth, 
leading to seeking the edification of others through the disciplined 
exclusion of “self” (selflessness) (Philippians 2:1-16; 3:15-21; John 
4:20-24; Hebrews 12:1-29). The truth regarding the actual Christian 
confession of faith is explained thoroughly in chapter seven 
(Simplicity of Devotion) and in chapter eleven (Truth and the 
Spiritual Relational Reality). 

 
Religious Doctrine—In accordance to the foolishness of human 3.
fleshly desires, myths have been contrived throughout history. As 
myths are contrary to both truth and reality; sagas, legends and 
folktales are elaborately contrived in accordance to the wretched 
creativity of the human mind. Because any variances from both truth 
and reality inevitably become exposed, the doctrines (sagas, legends 
and folktales) of religion must be altered in attempts to once again 
conceal the deception. These alterations can never actually cease, 
for the deceptive validity of the doctrine must be maintained; lest 
the light of truth expose the darkness of the deception. This is the 
basis by which the doctrines of supposed spiritual scholars are 
adhered to, and altered as necessary with the passing of time. The 
simple evidence of fact remains—Biblical sound doctrine stands 
firmly upon the foundation (and reality) which is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and this fact is taught by true servants called of God; whereas 
the doctrines of religion must be continuously altered by those not 
called of God, to maintain the doctrinal stance upon the deception 
from which they were initially founded (1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5; 2 
Corinthians 11:1-15; Galatians 1:6-12). Religious doctrines of 
humankind are alterable in accordance to the whims of the religious 
doctrinal leadership (supposed spiritual scholars); alterations to the 
Gospel reality can never actually occur, when the Gospel is handled 
accurately under the masterful tutelage of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 2:6-16; cf. Isaiah 54:13; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17)! 

The way by which I personally define mysticism, is to say that •
mystics believe “if it feels right, it must therefore be valid.” 
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I believe this to be true as by the alterations which occur, when 
the validity of mystical doctrines within mystery religions are 
brought into question due contradictions or outdated beliefs. 
Whereas mystical religious doctrines derived in darkness can 
and must be altered in accordance to supposed understanding 
when discrepancies arise, so as to continue the feeling of 
appropriateness; true Christianity (the Way) can never be 
altered, for the truth is foundational upon Jesus (truth), which is 
unalterable and without variance (Hebrews 13:7-9)! 

 
Simply stated—in accordance to the influential teachings of mysticism, 
the Christian religion places emphasis upon humankind as by vague 
religious manifesto; whereas actual Christianity, aloof the foolishness 
of mystical teachings, places emphasis upon God within His evinced 
existence in accordance to the wonderment of His manifestations 
(Romans 1:1-32)! This is the reason why traditional celebrations by 
members of the Christian religion are pertinent to that which occurred 
prior to and following the atoning work of Jesus upon the cross; 
whereas actual Christians walk in newness of life and perform one act 
of remembrance pertinent to the cross (Lord’s Supper), until Jesus` re-
turn (1 Corinthians 11:17-34; cf. Galatians 4:1-11; Romans 6:1-7:25; 
Matthew 15:3-9; Mark 7:5-16). 
  
Personal Note: The way of distinction in these writings between actual 
Christianity and the Christian religion, has been reiterated several 
times; this occurring to distinguish between the carnal foolishness of 
the Christian religion and its practiced physical realm religiosity, and 
the pure beauty of actual spiritual Christianity which has nothing to 
do with religion! The spiritual relational reality between individuals 
and God (Christianity) has no forms of practiced traditions of rote; 
nor does actual Christianity partake in religious endeavors of any kind! 
The act of remembrance (the Lord’s Supper) being the only celebration 
of Christianity is not a tradition of rote, nor does it contain any form 
of darkness; for this is an act of remembrance which emphasizes love 
for the Lord regarding His atoning work upon the cross, and empha-
sizes a spiritual eagerness for His triumphant return! The seriousness 
of proper partaking of the Lord’s Supper so as to maintain the cele-
bration of the event in the light of truth and devotion, is found in the 
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1 Corinthians 11:17-34 passages; this emphasizing that no forms of 
darkness, including any emphasis upon “self” in a church setting, are 
allowed in the act of remembrance, with strict and severe judgment 
for violation! Religious practices are vain and completely without merit 
and purpose within a spiritual relationship with God; for the flesh 
(“self”) has no place in a relationship with God, as our bodies are pre-
sented as living and holy sacrifices, which is a spiritual service of 
worship (Romans 11:33-12:2)! Failure within adherence to the imper-
ative of “denial of self” in order to actually follow the Lord, has been 
the primary spiritual downfall within humankind throughout history! 
Please understand—the narrow path (Way) of God’s righteousness 
upon which few find and travel, is the path to righteous salvation, upon 
which the Lord leads; therefore, only those “led” by God are His le-
gitimate children (Matthew 7:13-27)!  

Babylonian Mysteries 
The main form of mysticism which has both invaded and corrupted the 
Christian religion is the Babylonian Mysteries. This form of mysticism 
entered Christendom through the church at Pergamum, corrupting the 
purity of the church with the deceptions of demonic influence. It is for 
this reason that the church at Pergamum was referred to as the place 
of Satan’s throne (Revelation 2:12-17); for it was at Pergamum where 
the hearts of many believers were led astray by deception to follow and 
worship pagan deities such as the Roman emperors, Zeus, Asclepius 
(Greek god of healing), and inevitably Ishtar (the Babylonian queen of 
heaven). 

Although aspects of compromise came forth which distracted away 
from sincere devotion unto the Lord, by such means as: offering incense 
to the Roman emperors upon the censer coals, the harlotry of double-
mindedness in worshipping an assortment of pagan gods while claiming 
love for Jesus, trusting in the supposed miraculous healing found within 
pagan beliefs (such as in Asclepius); the actual primary aspect of Satan’s 
deception which had and continues to corrupt the Christian religion is 
Roman Catholicism. As aspects of the different pagan religions were 
incorporated into the Christian religion (as greatly distinguished from 
actual Christianity; i.e. the Way) as a supposed means of gaining converts 
into the Catholic religion (supposed Christendom), and this in addition 
to the actual foundational basis which was the Babylonian Mysteries 
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Religion, full compromise was achieved when the harlotry became the 
precedent, vice loving and worshipping the Lord in spirit and in truth; 
thus the induction of but another worldly religion! Inasmuch as the 
pagan beliefs of worshipping the Roman emperors, Asclepius, and Zeus 
could never be attributed or connected in any way to the Christian re-
ligion; they therefore could never hold aspects of blame as forms of 
deception (the work of Satan) within supposed Christianity!  

Through Babylon (Babel / land of the Chaldeans) of antiquity, came 
many pagan forms of idol worship, sexually immoral (fertility) religious 
practices, and other forms of deception against proper worship of God. 
This false religion (Babylon the Great; Babylonian Mysteries) has main-
tained many forms of pagan worship throughout its existence; having 
hidden the essence of its paganism by shrouded mystery (Revelation 
17:1-7). Although Catholicism (mother of harlotry) has pretenses of 
worship to God, the deeds of its worship practices evince the truth of 
her immorality and deceptive abominations.1740 It must be noted, Rome 
is the fourth of the four world kingdoms of Scripture mention, which 
yet maintains the power of delusive coercion throughout the entire 
world; continuing to do so until the kingdom of the world becomes the 
kingdom of our Lord (Revelation 11:15-19). 
 

Note of mention: The original mysticism (mystery) religion •
within Babylon was derived from the time of Babel being 
founded by Nimrod.1741 Nimrod’s wife Semiramis started the 
religious rites sect of the Babylonian Mysteries; from which 
worship of Baal was initiated, through a lavish story of supposed 
divine conception (Tammuz) in false fulfillment regarding the 
promise of the seed.1742 “Baal” worship derived from Babylon’s 
Mysteries worship of Tammuz and Ishtar, is repeatedly 
condemned in Scripture (Baal or Peor). 
It is not the original mysteries of Babylon which is emphasized •
in our current world, but rather the influence brought forward 
from Babylon which has led to manipulation of Scripture out of 
context within forms of the Christian religion (heretical and 

1740 cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3-15; 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
1741 cf. Genesis 10:6-12.
1742 cf. Genesis 3:15.
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apostate religion); leading to deceptions from a mixture of the 
Babylonian Mysteries, the misuse (manipulation; adulteration) 
of Scriptures, forms of idolatry and blatant harlotry; as physical 
realm religion has been substituted for a personal loving 
spiritual relationship with God.1743 

A terrible basis, by which the Babylonian Mysteries have ◦
been brought forward through incorporation into the 
teachings of supposed Christendom by the Mother of 
harlots, is through the worship of the “Queen of Heaven”; 
the Assyrian and Babylonian Mysteries goddess—Ishtar. 
This foolishness when incorporated into supposed 
Christianity brought forth worship as by devotion for a 
woman (long past dead); which was substituted for the 
Babylonian “Queen of Heaven.” Ishtar was a supposed 
fertility goddess who was married to Tammuz; this union 
constituting a supposed form of deity. “Ishtar” is yet 
ignorantly worshipped within most of Christendom in the 
form of a tradition even to this day (Easter), although only 
openly worshipped by the Mother of harlots; though 
insidiously utilizing another name—“Mary.” This rubber 
stamps the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (and His mother 
Mary) to a completely pagan form of worship, as a supposed 
means of justifying the false religion as being “Christian” in 
nature; although not! Although the religious foundation for 
pagan Christianity worships openly as they are greatly 
deceived (Mother of harlotry), the children of the harlot 
(apostate Christians; members of the Christian religion), yet 
worship inappropriately through intentional ignorance! 
This is why the basis of actual Christianity is “abiding in the 
Word”; for without this imperative we cannot remain 
founded upon the Rock (foundation) which is the Lord 
Jesus Christ; thereby staying from deceptive worship 
practices (apostate religion)!  

It should be noted, when the supposed spiritual leadership with •
actual understanding of these forms of corruption, refuse to 
speak the truth in love for the spiritual edification of the 

1743 cf. Jeremiah 7:1-8:22; 44:1-29; Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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brethren, and this they refuse to do so as to maintain personal 
forms of belief, prestige and/or comfort, is it any wonder why 
the ignorance of the flock remains so prevalent! Can an actual 
servant called by God continue a perpetrated deception; when 
as a true servant we can do nothing against the truth, but only 
for the truth! I think not; for legitimate children of God cannot 
practice sin (2 Corinthians 13:1-11; 1 John 3:1-18)! 

Within the Ezekiel passages (8:7-17) please note aspects for ◦
which leadership within “religion” yet remains guilty: 
openly claiming to worship God, yet actually worshipping 
false gods when in secret (vs. 10-12); coming supposedly 
before the Lord, yet maintaining lamentations and worship 
for those who are falsely attributed with deity (vs. 13-16); 
placing emphasis upon the physical aspects of worship 
(religion), rather than achieving the spiritual devotion of 
actual worship (relational), which is according to faith in the 
one true God (vs. 16-18). Also please note in v. 17, that 
taking one’s compromise lightly (“too light a thing”) 
promotes God’s anger and wrath (v. 18); for “dabbling” with 
that which is an abomination to God, may seem innocent 
within foolish ignorance and inane thinking, yet in reality is 
as serious as it gets! Complacency within delusive religion is 
the ultimate “abomination” unto the Lord; for those guilty 
of this, place the “twig” of tether bondage to their own nose 
(v. 17)! 

Throughout the generations, dabbling with that which is •
unclean and into the ways of the world, has been a considerable 
means by which Satan has led multitudes astray as by the 
insidiousness of religion; for coercion and corruption begin 
with a place of origin, increasing sequentially unto: convincing, 
tolerance, acceptance, and deceived mindsets (Romans 8:1-17; 2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1; James 4:1-17).  

 
The mysticism which originated in Babylon, has been maintained 
through false religion; having continued forth through deceptive insis-
tence upon religious superiority! Leadership of Babylon’s harlotry 
(Mother of harlots) has believed themselves to have the authority of 
God on earth, this passed deceptively as true by demanding confessions 
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be made to them as God’s chosen keepers of the bridge, rather than di-
rectly to God (who alone is good and righteous, with authority to forgive 
and cleanse from sin—1 John 1:8-2:6; Mark 2:5-12; 10:17, 18; Luke 
5:18-26). This is building oneself an inappropriate pedestal in an un-
warranted position, according to the leadership of the one (Satan) who 
actually leads them to deceive the multitudes (whole world minus the 
remnant).1744 This position placed by the arrogance of man, as by the 
enticement and influence of Satan, was in times of antiquity called the 
position of the “Pontifex Maximus,” which means the “Major Keeper 
of the Bridge”; although pertaining to the bridge between man and 
Satan. The words of the “Pontifex” were to be considered as inerrant 
(without error), and thereby absolute law and truth (although not). 

A short progression of the “Pontifex” position, for the purpose of 
following from whence it came to its current position, renders harsh 
reality as to this false religion (Babylon the Great; Babylonian 
Mysteries), which is yet strong in leading millions astray! Julius Caesar 
was made Pontiff of the Etruscan Order in 74 B.C., and “Supreme 
Pontiff” of the Babylonian Order in 63 B.C. The progression of Pontiff 
among the Roman Emperors continued until Emperor Gratian refused 
the position for Christian reasons, which then placed the position of 
Pontiff unto Damascus, the Bishop of the Church at Rome, whom 
prideful accepted election to the position. Through the influence of 
monks at the Mt. Carmel sanctuary (college) of Babylonian religion, 
Bishop Damascus became the ruler (Supreme Pontiff) of the “Roman 
Church” in A.D. 378. The combined false religious systems of Rome and 
Babylon were then united into a foundational form of pagan mysticism. 
The heretical and apostate pagan worship which had initially entered 
into the Christian church at Rome through the church at Pergamum, 
as by being infiltrated by Babylonian religious rites teachers years prior, 
became the foundation of compromise within the Christian religion 
(not actual Christianity)! This position “Pontifex,” was in later times 
referred to as “Pontiff”; yet being used within the papacy to this day. 

Although it is easily understood why worldly rulers would •
participate and seek to lead within pagan forms of religion, it is 
neither warranted nor acceptable for anyone claiming 
knowledge of God to do the same! No true servant of God 

1744 Isaiah 14:13-15; Revelation 2:12-17; 12:9, 10; cf. 1 John 5:18-21.
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could make the assumption and proclamation of having God’s 
authority on earth; for there is but one Lord who has full 
authority, and His name is Jesus! 

The fact of men claiming God’s authority on earth while yet ◦
also proclaiming “Jesus is Lord,” evinces realistically how 
anyone can proclaim that “Jesus is Lord” in ignorance; while 
yet remaining void of actual knowledge pertaining to the 
exegesis of the words! False proclamations from a 
foundation of ignorance devoid of truth is only possible by 
those who are completely aloof the “reality of God”! 

The reality of this is emphasized in Revelation 17:9-15; as the •
false religion of the Great Tribulation Period arose to power 
through Roman leadership; which at the time of John; some had 
fallen, one was, and another (Antichrist) was to come. In 
context, the former Roman rulers would have been those whose 
tolerance led ultimately to allowance for and inevitable 
strengthening of this false religion; which coming through 
Roman rule would currently exist under the guise of being 
supposedly Christian in nature. By this emphasis, Rome will be 
powerfully involved in world affairs, prior to the Antichrist’s 
insistence that the world worship him; which is proven factually 
by the reverence shown the papacy throughout the world! 
Taking “lightly” the doctrines, precepts, traditions, philosophies, •
ideologies, and ritualistic worship practices initiated by Roman 
Catholicism, and now foundational within Christendom; is 
precisely the “dabbling” with compromise which yet remains an 
abomination to God even to this day; which destroys the 
potential for the reality of God amongst the multitudes! 
Without the “reality of God,” there is no means by which to be 
extrinsic of religious falsehood; thus the multitudes remain in 
bondage to Satan’s will of: deceit, corruption, coercion, and 
influence. 
This is the area which should be considered, as an additional •
basis of understanding from whence comes the Antichrist, and 
the basis by which he will set himself up as being god within the 
temple of believer’s hearts; which was discussed within 
possibilities and considerations in Revelation chapter 13. This is 
within chapter six in the book. 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

A considerable demonstration as to how “religion” continually maintains 
attempts to worship in the physical realm, apart from actual faith, can 
be evinced by the mimic of the Acts of the Apostles. Much of the 
“Christian religion” is based not upon abiding in the living and active 
Word of God, but rather upon the seeking of signs (semeiois) and 
wonders (terasin); although the actual signs (saymaion) and wonders 
(teras) of God ceased long ago, upon the Israelites being temporarily 
set aside. Two factors must be understood, if actual understanding of 
the Gospel is to ever occur: 

The twelve original Apostles were initially sent solely to the nation 1.
of Israel (Matthew 10:1-8); just as Jesus spoken ministry upon the 
earth was directed only to the lost sheep of Israel (Matthew 15:24). 

This fact was later confirmed, by Peter’s forceful understanding •
as to the change which occurred according to God’s will; thus 
prior to the distinctive change for the Apostles to go forth unto 
the Gentiles, they had been going forth solely unto the 
Israelites according to the Lord’s instruction (Acts 10:1-11:24).  
When this distinction is realized, the Gospel can be appraised •
correctly according to the appropriate instructive of 
hermeneutic; for understanding must be forthcoming as to who 
the message is directed, if actual knowledge is to occur as by 
handling accurately the Word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15; 
cf. 3:16, 17). 

Signs (saymaion) and wonders (teras) were for the sake of the Jews; 2.
for Jews seek and ask for a signs (John 6:30-58; 1 Corinthians 1:18-
31)! This fact must be understood in accordance to the specific of 
instruction unto the initial twelve apostles, and the empowerment 
from God unto the Apostles within the specific of the instruction 
(Matthew 10:1, 5-8)! 

Why then does the Christian religion seek for signs (semeiois) •
and wonders (terasin); the answer is simple; an evil and perverse 
generation (both Jew and Gentile alike) craves for signs 
(Matthew 12:38-45; Luke 11:23-36; 2 Peter 2:1-22), and in 
doing so actually worship without knowledge. Ignorance 
remains until displaced by knowledge; spiritual knowledge 
being rendered solely by the Lord! 
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Although God can and will perform miracles solely in •
accordance to His choosing; human instruments of miracles are 
no longer sent forth by God. Because this is a matter of truth 
and fact from the time of Israel’s having been set aside 
(temporarily), all forms of miraculous works by humans are 
insidious mimics (counterfeits; dymanei), to prepare the way for 
the Antichrist as through continuation of former perpetrated 
deceptions. 
The standard as set forth in the Gospel is that the children of •
God are to worship Him in spirit and in truth; for the emphasis 
is one of a mandatory foundation (i.e. must—John 4:20-24, 
specific—v. 24). The reality of the Gospel is quite simple when 
taken literally in context; for appropriate worship of God is 
within the spirit by faith, which denotes complete avoidance of 
physical realm (corporeal) worship practices. Within the 
Christian religion practice of physical realm worship (carnality), 
and the fact of continuation of perpetrated deceptions which 
were introduced by the Mother of harlots; the reality exists that 
portions of truth have been exchanged for lies, just as creation is 
now worshipped rather than the Creator (Romans 1:16-32). 
The reality of truth reveals therefore, that the Christian religion 
in accordance to the practiced perpetrated deceptions and 
physical realm worship, remains a religion founded upon 
carnality in accordance to the will of the father of lies (Satan); 
for the general characteristics of the Christian religion (as 
distinguished from actual Christianity), is exactly opposite the 
Scripture mandate of faith-based worship (1 John 3:4-18; 
Galatians 4:1-31; John 3:1-4:42). 

Within the John chapter three passages, please note the ◦
difficulty which is emphasized in failing to realize the 
spiritual reality of a relationship with God, by those who 
have practiced physical realm religion. Nicodemus, who was 
a Pharisee and also of the Jewish Sanhedrin, went to Jesus at 
night (v. 2) for two reasons; first, for fear of being seen by 
other Pharisees or members of the Sanhedrin, and second, 
because he realized that Jesus was a true teacher of the 
things of God (Rabbi); for this is evinced by Nicodemus` 
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statement that Jesus could not perform righteous signs 
unless God was with Him (v. 2). In the fact that Nicodemus 
went to Jesus, it can be realized that Nicodemus did in fact 
seek truth regarding the Messiah of prophesy, and this as all 
who seek the reality of God with sincerity of devotion, will 
always investigate to ascertain the truth and walk 
accordingly! The point to be made here is the difficulty 
Nicodemus had regarding Jesus` statement pertaining to the 
imperative of the “rebirth,” for he was thinking of being 
born again in the physical realm (corporeal); whereas Jesus 
was speaking of being born again of the Spirit, which is of 
course a spiritual matter (vs. 4-10). This directly shows the 
difficulty which exists in crossing the threshold from 
physical realm religion to the spiritual relational reality; 
which was the point of the verbal teachings of Jesus in 
conjunction with signs and wonders; which is also the 
emphasis of the distinction within the New Testament 
concerning the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for the 
distinction must be made between physical realm religion 
and the spiritual relational reality in order to answer God’s 
calling to truth, and thereby be saved. The devotional 
sincerity of Nicodemus to know the truth and to fulfill 
righteousness in his seeking of truth, can be noted by his 
defending Jesus before his peers (John 7:44-52), and 
assisting in preparing the Lord for burial (John 19:38-42). 
The final point to be made here is that once the threshold 
from physical realm religion to the spiritual reality has been 
crossed; thus the distinction from emotional response to 
spiritual edification; it is inappropriate and foolish to return 
back across the threshold to once again engage in physical 
realm religious worship practices, for this creates a double-
mindedness as to which is the imperative of proper worship 
of God. True believers (devotional Christians) have but one 
choice in this matter; for God must be worshipped in spirit 
and in truth, without compromise, variation, or excuse; or 
He is not worshipped righteously! 

Two factors which emphasize the difference between the •
remnant who worships God in spirit and in truth (Christians), 
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and the masses who worship un-righteously (members of the 
Christian religion) are: 

The remnant are those who speak the necessary truth in ◦
love, although we are hated for doing so. We are hated 
because we refuse to journey upon the wide path of 
religious doctrinal and philosophical deception, and because 
we speak the truth in love so as to cause deterrence for 
others away from the wide path which leads to spiritual 
destruction (Colossians 2:1-10; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Jude 
1:17-23; Ephesians 4:7-16). 
The remnant prays in the spirit solely within the realm of ◦
faith, as the spiritual relational reality is all about God; 
whereas the masses seek to prove spiritual faith as by physical 
realm practices and emulous words! A considerable example 
of this is by the speaking in tongues for the sake of emphasis, 
as supposedly proving the presence of the Holy Spirit; 
although not! The truth is simple, the spiritual realm and the 
physical realm are distinct one from the other, therefore 
attempts to prove one as by the other is futile, foolish, 
deceptive, and coercive (Hebrews 11:1-12:29; 1 Corinthians 
12:1-14:40). This is the reason “religion” always places 
emphasis upon itself as by doctrine, ritual, philosophy, 
traditions and emphatics; whereas actual Christianity places 
full spiritual emphasis and focus upon the Lord, who is the 
author and perfecter of our faith. Only the Lord wills and 
works that which is good, acceptable and perfect; thus our 
reverent offering is to submit aloof the foolishness of 
religion, as we place our trust and hope in Him, and Him 
alone (Philippians 2:1-18; Romans 8:1-39; 12:1-21)! Unlike 
the Christian religion which attempts to emphasize and force 
growth through physical realm religious characteristics; true 
Christianity understands that although we plant and water 
the seeds of Gospel truth, the Lord alone brings forth all 
spiritual growth; which reaches fulfillment in the physical 
realm, only as His works bring forth accomplishment of our 
purpose in life, which is reverent and devotional submission 
and obedience (Colossians 1:15-23; Galatians 3:10-4:11; 
1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21)! The reiterated 
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truth remains; Christianity is all about—God’s ability to both 
will and work for His own good pleasure, within His 
disciplined and devotional legitimate children! 

Religion History Summation 
The history of religion demonstrates changes and alterations to •
suit one’s own agenda, philosophies, doctrines, fantasies, epics 
and folklore, and/or superiority; whether this be: nations, 
countries, provinces, cultures, or individuals and groups. Not 
including the Levitical and Mosaic Laws which were morally 
and ethically rendered precisely in accordance to the good, 
acceptable, and perfect will of God; all religions contrive means 
by which the supposed wisdom of man points to salvation or 
higher levels of consciousness, both of which being capable of 
change or alteration. The truth can never be changed or altered, 
or it is no longer the truth! 
The Christian religion is the offspring of the Mother of harlots! •
The Mother of harlots is the Roman Catholic Church; thus the •
words “Catholic Christianity” are actually contrary one to the 
other! 
The traditions and practices found within the Christian religion •
are delusive types of harlotry, for all destroy the potential for 
actual loving fellowship with the Lord; as they are abominations 
to the Lord, due their origins from pagan religions. Please read 
again Ezekiel 8:1-18, and realize the correlation; as well as the 
fact of double-minded worship practices being abominations! 

It must be noted—the Lord’s Supper was initiated by the ◦
Lord Jesus, as an act of remembrance which should be 
continued until His return (1 Corinthians 11:17-31). This is 
the only acceptable action of faith for believers in the 
physical realm; for this is founded upon the Rock! It must 
also be noted from verse 26, that the Lord’s Supper is a 
proclamation of His death; thus the atoning work at the 
cross! 

Although the Lord’s Supper is acceptable because it is founded •
within the teachings of both Jesus and the Apostles, all other 
Christian religion traditions and ritualistic celebrations are in 
addition to Biblical teachings; which blatantly violates the 
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Gospel of truth (Galatians 1:6-10; cf. Deuteronomy 4:1, 2; 
12:32; Proverbs 30:5-9)!  
It should be reasoned as by Biblical standard, that the Lord’s •
Supper is not a sacrament, which supposedly earns or warrants 
the unmerited favor (GRACE) of God; it is a simply act of 
remembrance, which we perform in love! 

It is rather pathetic, that believers within the Christian ◦
religion place such great emphasis upon practicing those 
things which are abominations to the Lord; while claiming 
to love Him. It is also pathetic, how the multitudes within 
the Christian religion follow the leadership of Roman 
Catholicism, even though Catholicism neither knows nor 
worships the God of the Bible! These practices demonstrate 
the efficiency of Satan’s schemes! 

When the Reformers differentiated the reality of salvation by •
grace through faith apart from works, they should have 
completed the “reform” by proclamation of complete and 
utter separation from all un-biblical: ideologies, teachings, 
traditions, doctrines, precepts, philosophies, rituals and 
celebrations; yet did not! It is due failure to come out from 
their midst and be separate, and not touch what is unclean, 
that has caused separation instead between ordinary members 
of the Christian religion and God (1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5; 2 
Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 
12:12-29)!  
It should be both understood and remembered—the harboring •
of sin within one’s heart is foundational for loss of fellowship 
with God; without fellowship with the author and perfecter of 
our faith, spiritual growth remains stagnant or nonexistent! This 
fact very much includes religious idealisms, which alter 
devotions to God away from worship of Him in spirit and in 
truth; for no superficial religious idealistic actualities can mimic 
sincere love which is rendered within devotional submissive 
faith, as set forth by the Creator unto those created in His 
image (spiritually)! 
Doctrines, rituals, traditions, philosophies, precepts, and •
rhetoric of the Christian religion have become the primary 
precedence pertaining to worship of God within the religion; 
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this aloof the standard of “spirit and truth” as set forth in the 
Gospel.  

The factor of doctrinal precedent can be witnessed greatly ◦
from the times of antiquity. It was the denial of supposed 
“Christian” doctrine which led to many being branded as 
heretics by Catholic leadership; although the doctrines of 
Catholicism (supposed Christianity) are heretical according 
to any and all standards of the Gospel. 

It is due the adamancy of the Catholic religion that all believe •
and confess their doctrine (ideology) or be branded as heretics, 
and the fact of the blatant idolatry found within Catholicism 
(Mariolatry; angelolatry; saintolatry), that has caused such hatred 
between Muslims and Christians. Because Islam is diametrically 
opposed to idolatrous worship, and Catholicism is founded upon 
idolatrous worship (Babylonian Mysteries plus additions), the 
two are diametrically opposed to one another. Within a matter 
of reality, true Christians and true Muslims have much in com-
mon (aloof the teachings of the Qur`an; Koran), for both seek to 
know and love God; for there is but one God! This is the reason 
why the three peoples most persecuted by the armies gathered 
by the Roman Catholic Church during the Crusades and 
Inquisition, were Jews, Muslims and true Christians; for all three 
types remained both confused and opposed to proclaimed 
Catholic doctrines, while striving to know God apart from spe-
cific religious idealistic and doctrinal teachings! 
Consideration should be forthcoming for the sake of •
understanding, that pietism during the times of the Crusades 
and Inquisition, was not actually devotions for God; rather 
“pietism” was regarding the non-Biblical standards as set forth 
by the Roman Catholic Church, as the multitudes were 
intimidated to trust in supposed righteous decisions and 
proclamations of the papacy! 
The factor of traditions precedent can be witnessed by the •
emphasis within the tradition itself. 

Although the Israelites looked forward to the coming ◦
Messiah in accordance to God’s hesed (covenantal loyal) love, 
in fulfillment of prophesy; the Christian religion continually 
looks back, thus holding to the past! Holding to what was, 
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instead of to what is and shall be, is a primary characteristic 
of religious guile within the deceptions of Satan; for 
maintaining a religious foundational stance in the past as 
through elemental physical realm worship and practices, 
rejects the potential for mature spiritual growth both 
present and future (Philippians 3:1-21; John 4:20-24). 
Terrible specifics which prove the point of traditionally ◦
focusing backward can be found within the practiced 
adherence to the primary Christian religious celebrations of 
Easter, and Christmas.  

Within the Christian religion, “Easter” is proclaimed as being •
proof of eternal life, although the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
is the actual proof! The emphasis being placed upon “Easter” 
demonstrates the insidious nature of Satan’s work within the 
church; for “Easter” has nothing whatsoever to do with either 
Jesus or the resurrection!  
Within the Christian religion, “Christmas” (Christes Masse; •
Christ’s Mass) is proclaimed to have pertinence regarding the 
birth of Christ, yet in reality has nothing to do with Christ’s 
birth! The “Christmas season,” is more so derived from the time 
period of the Saturnalia festival, which honored the Roman god 
“Saturn,” and the celebration of “Mithra’s” birthday (sol 
invictus—“the invincible sun”) (December 25). 

The severity of inappropriate worship precedence will ◦
become evident within the specifics which follow. It should 
be understood; all that is necessary for individuals to be held 
captive to do Satan’s will (of both deceiving and being 
deceived), is for individuals to be kept from knowledge of 
the truth; for the truth allows freedom, whereas ignorance 
of truth maintains forms of bondage (John 8:31-58; 2 
Corinthians 13:1-8)! 

The factor of precept precedent can be witnessed within the •
convictions as put forth by religious leadership. 

Although the Holy Spirit is the One who convicts the world ◦
concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment; in accordance 
to religious doctrine, the church has supposedly gained this 
responsibility, thus becoming responsible to do the work 
which is God’s alone (Matthew 16:7-16; Romans 10:1-17; 
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1 Timothy 6:3-19)! The point of man’s inane thinking in 
this regard can be witnessed by the fact of the world having 
become worse, not better; thus it is also proven that God’s 
convictions are received by the remnant who love Him first 
and foremost, whereas the masses of religion leave no room 
for the work of God, because of religious pride and 
arrogance. 
The first and foremost commandment for the church is to ◦
love the Lord! If this primary step is not taken, the path of 
continuance will be led by the distractions of this world; not 
by the Holy Spirit! If sincere and devotional love for the 
Lord is not held as precedent, then a weak faith and 
lukewarm-ness within religion will seem to suffice (1 
Corinthians 3:10-4:5; Revelation 2:1-3:22)! 

Ours is a ministry of reconciliation; for all true Christians are •
ambassadors of this ministry (2 Corinthians 5:14-21)! When it 
is realized that the emphasis of the Gospel is that all be 
reconciled to God, and upon reconciliation with God and being 
sealed for the day of redemption we are made new creatures in 
Christ; we can leave behind the foolishness of convictional and 
ritualistic religion, and simply move forward living our lives 
within a loving relationship with our Lord and others; within 
which “truth” remains an imperative at all times (Romans 12:1-
21; Hebrews 6:1-20; Philippians 3:1-14)!  

Without this realization, we remain within the bondage of ◦
walking in darkness; which is according to the will of the 
ruler of the world (Satan).1745 Living one’s life with peace, 
joy, love, and submissive devotional faithfulness unto God, 
or living one’s life within the abominations of worldly 
religion, or in accordance to the sinful nature; the choice 
rests with each of us! True sincere devotion and loyalty unto 
the Lord is the distinguishing factor which leads to spiritual 
successes; failure in this regard is that which brings forth 
spiritual stagnancy, degradation, and failure! 

Within the many religions of the world which include •
Pantheism and Polytheism, the possibility exists to have many 

1745 John 14:30; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:5-12.
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gods and many lords (1 Corinthians 8:5, 6). This can seem to 
be a blessing to those within the bondage of religious 
deception, as they are carried forth emotionally as by the 
feeling of having one’s own personal god and/or savior; yet the 
fact remains that there is but one God and Savior, who has 
been proven factually as by His manifested goodness (Genesis 
1:1-2:3; Romans 1:18-23), and ascension (John 20:17-31). As 
the many gods and lords of the masses are received and 
worshipped emotionally in accordance to the desires of the 
flesh, the Biblical Lord God of reality is received, known, and 
worshipped by faith within the spirit; for He is spirit, and can 
be known and worshipped by no other means (John 4:20-24; 
Hebrews 11:1-40). When all is said and done, the truth remains 
that those who live according to the flesh (in accordance to 
religion) shall perish; those who are led by the Spirit (within a 
personal relationship with God) shall have life indeed (Romans 
8:1-39; 1 Timothy 6:1-19)! 

The God of the Bible has been proven factually even so in ◦
the physical realm, so that no one will have excuse; thus the 
truth is evinced within the context of reality! 
The religions of the world have remained foundational to ◦
conjecture, folklore, epics, ideologies, idealisms, doctrines, 
philosophies, human precepts and traditions; thus never 
having been actually proven, nor is there any basis of 
evidenced reality within them (religions), beyond the 
deception derived from demonic influence and fleshly 
emotion. 
To live according to the flesh and the delusive nature of ◦
demonically enticed and influenced religion, can and most 
times will be an eternally fatal mistake! 

Traditions, Doctrines, Precepts and  
Philosophies of Man (High Places) 
 

Matthew 15:3: And He answered and said to them, “And why 
do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the 
sake of your tradition?” 
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Mark 7:6-9, 13: And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘THIS PEOPLE 
HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART 
IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY 
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRE-
CEPTS OF MEN.’ “Neglecting the commandment of God, 
you hold to the tradition of men.” He was also saying to them, 
“You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to 
keep your tradition / thus invalidating the word of God by your 
tradition which you have handed down; and you do many 
things such as that.” 
 
Colossians 2:8: See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ. 
 
Isaiah 29:13-16: Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw 
near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But 
they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for 
Me consists of tradition learned by rote, Therefore behold, I 
will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously 
marvelous; And the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, And 
the discernment of their discerning men shall be concealed.” 
Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the LORD, And 
whose deeds are done in a dark place, And they say, “Who sees 
us?” or “Who knows us?” You turn things around! Shall the 
potter be considered as equal with the clay, That what is made 
should say to its maker, “He did not make me”; Or what is 
formed say to him who formed it, “He has no understanding”? 

Easter 
I do not know if you are aware of how Easter is on Sunday every year. 
It is plain to see, that the date of the resurrection of the Lord, although 
originally on Sunday, could not possibly be on Sunday each year. Sunday 
being the day for the celebration of Easter is derived from two factors: 
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It is on a day which is convenient for humankind.  •
It is a day derived from pagan adherence to the lunar calendar. •

 
The celebration of “Easter”; aside from Sunday worship, is the oldest 
celebrated tradition of the Christian religion (circa A.D. 519). Although 
the exact date of the tradition` (festival`) beginning is not fully known, 
and specifics of the event have developed over the years; compromise 
by attachment of Jesus` name to previous pagan festival events is ob-
vious. Since Christ` resurrection occurred at the time of the Jewish 
Passover, many Messianic Jews transferred celebration from a specific 
deliverance from death while in Egypt (Passover); to deliverance from 
death for all eternity (pascha—the Greek word for Passover; this cele-
bration focused on Christ as the paschal Lamb). To celebrate the Lord 
in this way is concurrent with human behavior; as being creatures of 
habit we tend to follow the inertia of former practices (doctrine and 
tradition by rote), rather than separating ourselves from the elemental 
principles of the world (ritualistic and doctrinal religion); for the pur-
pose of worshipping God in spirit and in truth.1746 As Jesus (our Lord) 
ought to be celebrated each moment of each day by walking in newness 
of life, are celebrations of certain days actually necessary for those who 
walk by faith?1747 

Those who continue to celebrate festivals (traditions) such as 
“Easter” many times are not aware (ignorant) as to the origins of the 
event; which is completely inappropriate, as devotion to one’s beliefs 
dictates investigation of the primary premise and/or origin of the beliefs! 
As with celebrations and traditions (which will become evident) con-
tinued within the Christian religion, most are continuations of that 
which is insidiously inappropriate; likewise, completely unwarranted in 
being relational with God who is the foundation of truth and light! Let 
us now look at the possible origin of the name—Easter: 
 

Ishtar—The Babylonian Queen or Mistress of Heaven. A Meso-1.
potamian goddess of fertility and war; which is associated with the 
pagan god Tammuz. 

1746 John 4:19-24; Galatians 4:1-11, specific vs. 8-11.
1747 Romans 6:3-7; Colossians 2:8-23.
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Eostre—Originally an Anglo-Saxon word denoting the month of 2.
Easter (April). The word also denoting a Saxon goddess of the 
morning star; or goddess of the dawn.  
 

According to the Gospel of John, the crucifixion of Christ occurred on 
14 Nisan of the Jewish calendar.1748 The resurrection of our Lord there-
fore would have been on 16 Nisan (the third day—Luke 24:6, 7), which 
could not possibly fall on Sunday each year. Many Christian religion 
believers reject celebration days which fall midweek for this would be 
inconvenient; therefore Christian religion leadership (more specifically 
Roman Catholic leadership) chose days which appease men and women. 
Truly we are known by God according to our deeds or fruits and by 
others according to our fruits or deeds, if indeed our fruits and/or deeds 
are inspected; for fruits are from the Lord and deeds are of our flesh!1749 
Do secular / fleshly (carnal) religious deeds denote a godly spiritual 
leader? If not, why are they followed; when Jesus is to be the object of 
our focus, disciplined devotion, reverence, and worship?1750 

In general, the date of Easter was originally determined by a complex 
calculation using the lunar calendar. Generally, Easter is the first Sunday 
after the first full moon following the spring vernal equinox. Now we 
notice that the name came from pagan deities either from Babylon, the 
Saxons, or both. We also now notice that the dates of the celebration are 
derived from astrology (partial astronomy) for the sake of convenience. 
To continue suit with the foolishness of manmade religion; springtime 
symbols of the renewal of nature (fertility) became attached to the 
Christian religious tradition. Bunnies and eggs are attached to the cele-
bration supposedly for the sake of our children; yet these symbols have 
been utilized to emphasize fertility for centuries. The reality of this then 
being—we attach fertility symbols to our celebration supposedly for the 
sake of our children, and supposedly to emphasize the “new birth,” while 
attaching the name of Jesus the Lord to the celebration for the sake of 
our failings in turning away from the inappropriate! The fact remains 
that the time period of Easter is in the spring, when gods and goddesses 
were worshipped who supposedly brought forth the rejuvenation of plant 

1748 John 19:29-37.
1749 Matthew 7:16-20; Galatians 5:19-23.
1750 Galatians 1:1-10; Romans 10:1-13; Hebrews 12:1-11.
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life! This is worship of the creation as by falsehoods and rote; not worship 
of the Creator; therefore being solely of paganism and blatant carnality 
is completely unwarranted, un-righteous, and inappropriate! 

There are many supposed Christians who go to church but once a 
year; on Easter. They somehow feel that this big “to do” is pleasing to 
God, and how blessed God is that they would give a few moments of 
their precious year to come before Him. How absurd! Those who truly 
love the Lord in actuality stay entirely clear of such foolishness; as all 
such rituals and traditions are but distractive forms of delusive compro-
mise which keep many within the confines (bondage) of fleshly 
indulgence, which is spiritually destructive!1751 Physical aspects of wor-
ship; including seeking mercy via mutilating one’s own body; have been 
the custom of pagan forms of worship for millennia.1752 When will we 
learn that physical aspects of worship are for those who worship in igno-
rance within little or no faith, for faith has nothing to do with that which 
is in the physical realm; yet the flesh sure does enjoy being involved, no 
matter how inappropriate!1753 The Christian religion which has been 
compiled for centuries in accordance to assorted doctrines, philosophies 
and precepts, as well as other forms of pagan rituals (harlotry) as compiled 
by the “Mother of harlots”; is far reaching from “the Way” (actual 
Christianity) which is based solely within love and devotion for God by 
faith in the light of truth! Simply stated—if our flesh is involved in sup-
posed worship of God; “faith” is but a concept, as we worship deceptively 
within spiritual destitution! Worship in the flesh, is worship within the 
darkness of deception; thus worship of the Great Deceiver (Satan)! 

 A good indication of how to submit unto the Lord comes by an ex-
ample in Acts 13:1-3. While these men of God were praying and fasting; 
thereby focused upon the Lord in the spiritual realm; the Holy Spirit 
spoke to them. Being attentive to what the Holy Spirit was saying and 
seeking to serve with all devotional reverence, the men immediately did 
as instructed. The lesson to be learned here is simple; remain focused 
and listen to what the Lord may say; for this is accomplished within the 
spirit of believers both individually and combined, and when combined 
this is realistically—church (ekklaysia).1754 Within the realm of physical 

1751 2 Timothy 2:20-26; 4:1-8.
1752 Colossians 2:20-23; example—1 Kings 18:27-29.
1753 Hebrews 11:1-40; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.
1754 Matthew 18:20.
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celebrations, it is possible for the enemy of Christendom to gain victory 
in great numbers, when the multitudes follow blindly the instructions 
(constituted and traditionally passed deceptions) by other human beings; 
having failed to test the instruction (tradition; festival) according to the 
Scriptures and/or historical origins.1755 Following constituted religious 
traditions is a considerable basis of harlotry by most believers; for com-
promise within the corruption of secular traditions brings forth failed 
love and devotion for God; as He is denied for the sake of comfort 
within the status quo of both religion and the world. True Christians 
realize the necessity of separation from physical realm religion and the 
ways of the world; whereas deceived believers do not!1756 

 
A simple example of this is Easter sunrise service. So many •
voluntarily and blindly involve themselves in this ritual, 
without realization that “Ishtar” also being considered the 
goddess of the morning and evening star, was worshipped at 
sunrise and sunset as these times were believed to be the 
moments when she (Ishtar) was closest. The Anglo-Saxon 
goddess “Eostre” was worshipped at dawn, for it was believed 
she was instrumental in bringing forth the sunrise; this in 
conjunction with the sun being worshipped (Sol Invictus), 
within the fact that it brings forth the growth of plants (fertility 
worship). Are such things pleasing to our God who is present 
in time—past, present and future simultaneously? We would do 
well to listen less to those who are blindly and/or foolishly 
leading us astray, and more to Him who leads us unto 
righteousness in the pure light of truth!1757  

Important Note: Because Easter is actually derived from ◦
worship of pagan gods and goddesses of fertility; it is an 
abomination to God! Although it is taught within the 
Christian religion that this ritual (Easter) is of great 
importance in one’s worship of the Lord, it makes no sense 
whatsoever to believe committing abominations will have 
any legitimate value in one’s walk with the God of truth, 

1755 1 John 4:1-6.
1756 Revelations 3:14-22; 1 John 2:12-17; James 4:1-10; cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
1757 Hebrews 3:7-19; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
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when the rituals are insidious! The Lord God of all creation 
cannot be worshipped in darkness or deception; for He is 
the Lord of light and truth, thus intentional worship in 
ignorance is abominable worship of deception! 

Although most simple believers commit acts of harlotry toward •
God in ignorance, as through the Christian religion’s 
involvement with pagan worship rituals, which were initiated by 
Roman Catholicism to attract converts from pagan religions; 
scholars within the Christian religion (most denominations) 
continue the perpetrated deceptions intentionally, as intellectual 
matters, comfort, prideful disputes, controversies, religion itself, 
and mammon; remain of greater concern to them than the 
salvation of others, and worshipping the Lord our God with 
pure motives in spirit and in truth!1758  

Prefatory Note 
The “mother of harlotry” (Roman Catholic Church) neither knows nor 
worships the God of the Bible. As will be explained later within the dis-
cussion concerning “Masse,” neither does the Roman Catholic Church 
know or worship the Jesus of the Bible; for the “Jesus” they proclaim 
must be offered repeatedly (perpetual sacrifice) for the sins of human-
kind, whereas the Jesus of the Bible died “once for all”!1759 The God of 
the Bible is: all powerful, all knowing, all inclusive, and completely self-
sufficient; whereas the god worshipped within Catholicism has need of 
man’s mediation; thus the Holy See; Vicar of Christ; prayers to: Mary, 
saints, and angels; homage to the Pope; canonization of saints; the 
Sacramental System. 

Within actual evidenced realization as to the foundation of Catholic 
doctrinal worship; “works” and “ritual” are the bases of the entire reli-
gious structure. Like all forms of secular religion which are void of the 
necessity for: sincere undefiled love for God, actual faith and trust in 
God, submission to the Lord’s masterful leadership, and subjection to 
His righteousness; the Christian religion maintains religiosity, external 
of the reconciliation relationship.1760 Within the reality of being either 

1758 1 Timothy 6:3-21; Romans 10:1-4; John 4:20-24.
1759 Hebrews 5:1-10:39, specific 7:25-28.
1760 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Romans 12:1-21.
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for or against the Lord Jesus Christ, with the imperative of knowing 
and serving Him being “abiding in the Word,” it becomes evident that 
the “Mother of harlotry” worships and proclaims both a different Jesus 
and gospel; yet Roman Catholicism is the originator of all Christian 
religion: celebrations, festivals, traditions, and rituals.1761  

Let us now gain understanding as to the origins of Catholicism, and 
who they actually serve. Within this discussion of historical and Biblical 
fact, please remember—although the Catholic religion serves the devil, 
which will become evident; there is a remnant within the religion who 
seeks to know the Lord of the Bible, while yet being held captive to de-
ception and religious doctrines. Although the one true God will never 
be found within the confines of un-righteous and inappropriate religion; 
if the heart and spirit of individuals are purged of the poisons placed 
therein by religion, as the individuals stop attempting to find the love 
of God in accordance to delusive fleshly indulgences, they may yet be 
saved by God’s grace through faith; if they no longer trust religion to 
save them! Please remember—only those divinely prepared, drawn, 
adopted, justified, and led by God are His legitimate children, who will 
be saved from the wages of sin which is death!1762 

Servants of the Babylonian Mystery Rites Religion  
Just as the potential for spiritual defilement was always present within 
the Israel of antiquity; and this due their failure to abstain from compro-
mise with the pantheon of the surrounding nations; so also the same 
potential yet remains within the Christian religion due to close associa-
tions which should not exist! Although the basis of worship within the 
Israel of antiquity was that of a physical realm religion, the one true God 
was yet worshipped; although strict standards were necessary for appro-
priate physical realm worship to occur (Levitical Law); as the Lord had 
yet always desired the worship to exemplify the heart (devotional sincerity) 
of the worshiper.1763 The primary potential for the defilement of sincere 
and pure devotion for the one true God within the Israel of antiquity was 
based upon the Babylonian Mysteries Religion; thus involvement within 
it by those chosen of God was forbidden! This exact form of defilement 

1761 Matthew 12:30; John 8:31-36; 15:5-14.
1762 John 6:44, 45, 65; Romans 8:5-9, 12-14. 
1763 Acts 26: 4, 5; Isaiah 1:10-23; Micah 6:1-8; Jeremiah 7:1-8:3.
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entered into Christianity through the church at Pergamum quite early 
in church history, and defiled the purity of the potential relationship be-
tween individual believers and God (the Way); altering and destroying 
the relationship potential within the lives of the multitudes, as the many 
(apart from the remnant) fell prey to the wiles of Satan through the in-
troduction and continual growth of the “Babylonian Mysteries,” under 
its new name—the “Christian religion”! Within this fact, we must ada-
mantly make the distinction between actual “Christianity” (the Way) and 
the “Christian religion” (revised Babylonian Mysteries); for the former 
is of light, whereas the latter is of blatant delusive darkness!  

Satan not willing for multitudes to receive salvation by actually 
knowing the Jesus of the Bible, sent his servants of darkness into the 
world for the purpose of introducing subtle deception into the confines 
of truth; for the most efficient method of deceiving, is to place lies be-
tween aspects of truth and thereby create a subtle overall deception 
(insidious reality)! This was and remains the foundational bases by which 
the callosity of spirit (harlotry) of the multitudes remains; for as by the 
darkness of “religion,” the multitudes are led to believe that God will 
meet believers within a fictitious gray zone which lies between darkness 
and light. Inasmuch as God is light, within whom there is no darkness 
whatsoever; the religious concept of having fellowship with the Lord 
while continuing forth in ritualistic darkness is absurd to the extreme; 
for religious deception of any kind voids all potential for spiritual fel-
lowship with God in the light of pure truth.1764 

Without actual fellowship with the Lord, due aspects of compromise 
introduced by the deceptions of religion, the forced result became reli-
gious traditions learned and practiced by rote. This was easily 
accomplished by the “Mother of harlotry” in the beginning stages of 
church history, for most of the Roman inhabitants were illiterate; whereas 
the religious spiritual leaders were of the upper class, and therefore edu-
cated. Because the language of the social elite was Latin, whereas the 
language of all others was Greek (for the most part; as very few spoke 
Aramaic or Hebrew), to say that commoners were on a different page 
from the social elite, and thereby a tremendous language barrier existed, 
would be an understatement! The acceptable norm pertaining to the 
Scriptures was the—Latin Vulgate, which could not be read by the 

1764 1 John 1:5-10; Romans 13:8-14; Ephesians 5:1-17.
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masses; thus the only basis of understanding the Gospel came from trust-
ing the words of religious leadership, who unfortunately carried out the 
wiles of Satan as through the harlotry of manmade religion enticed by 
demons (doctrines of demons)!1765 This “harlotry” was derived from de-
votions for the “religion” itself and the religious leadership thereof who 
influenced inappropriate focus, as they enticingly enjoyed focus to remain 
upon themselves; rather than emphasizing focus upon the Lord and 
teaching the masses to place full love, trust, hope, and sincere heartfelt 
devotion unto the Lord! This was of course derived from the “boastful 
pride of life” from within the sinful nature (self) of both the masses and 
religious leadership; for this inappropriate form of pride is emphasized 
by the ruler of the world (Satan) to stay individuals from denial of “self” 
for the sake of spiritual devotional humble submission and obedience.1766 

In simple terms, the difference between the “Christian religion” and 
actual “Christianity” is this:  
 

The “Christian religion” is based in the pride, arrogance, rituals, 1.
doctrines, precepts, traditions, philosophies and ideologies of man; 
derived from the sinful nature (“self”), which only knows the 
superficial love of this world.  

The “Christian religion” like all worldly religions which seek •
after a god or gods within the superficiality of the religion itself, 
strives to either please or help God is some fashion; yet the God 
of the Bible is neither led, helped, pleased, nor impressed with 
the actions of individuals, apart from sincere humble 
submission, devotion, obedience, and righteous worship (in 
spirit and in truth)! Religion always places focus upon “people, 
places, and things,” although the only aspect of human existence 
which pleases the God of the Bible, is utilization of one’s 
righteously activated measure of faith!1767 

Within this fact, “religion” actually denies the Biblical basis ◦
regarding undefiled religion; for the ways of the world bring 
forth stain and blemish, and must therefore (Biblically) be 
denied!1768  

1765 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
1766 1 John 2:12-17; John 14:27-16:15; Matthew 16:21-27; 2 Timothy 2:1-26.
1767 Jeremiah 17:5-14; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; Isaiah 64:1-12; Romans 9:6-29; 12:1, 2; 

John 4:20-5:47; Hebrews 11:1-12:29.
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Secular religion denies (in reality) the two commandments of •
the Lord concerning the church; for although sincerity and 
truth are Biblical foundational bases of loving God and others, 
partial (superficial) love and religious falsehoods (physical realm 
rituals and traditions) are taught as necessary and sufficient 
within religion; although void of the spiritual reality!  

 
Actual “Christianity” is founded upon the Lord; for within 2.
Christianity, spiritual worship and devotion is all about God; which 
remains aloof all carnal religious emphases!  

The commandments as set forth, being based in pure undefiled •
(selfless) love for God and others is not burdensome; for the 
sinful nature is nailed to the cross (crucified; harshly and with 
difficulty laid to rest), for the sake of devotion. 
 The potential of true believers (Christians) lies within the fact •
that God first loved us, and through His tender mercies, 
lovingkindness and grace teaches us to love Him first and 
foremost, and to consider others as more important than 
ourselves; for we know that ours is a heavenly kingdom, thus 
our focus and mindset are beyond “self” and that which is of the 
present age and world! 

It is within failure to understand this very important fact ◦
that the religious masses upon the earth yet seek to place 
emphasis of existence upon the current time of human 
mortality; while also holding to the same forms of 
reminiscence as those whose future is dreary, as they are 
without hope. The correlation between non-believers and 
believers within the Christian religion regarding this matter 
is that both non-believers and believers of the Christian 
religion maintain the same mindset, as by the actions and 
teachings of others; for neither dons the armor of God for 
appropriate warfare, nor do multitudes test the teachings 
and spirits to see if they are from God!1769 Whereas true 
Christians understand the dangers of remaining ignorant of 
truth, and thereby diligently seek and evidence the truth; 

1768 James 1:2-27.
1769 Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 John 4:1-6.
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the masses upon the earth (both non-believers and 
lukewarm “religious” individuals) are content within 
remaining ignorant; while the religious individuals, as also 
their leadership, make excuses for having done so. An excuse 
is an attempt to evade either truth or reality, and is therefore 
a form of delusion! 
Having personally asked many scholarly Pastors and ◦
ministers why they have failed to proclaim the truth 
regarding deceitfulness during participation in religious 
traditions and festivals, the answer has remained the same—
“everyone compromises”! They told me that the 
congregation would become angered when presented with 
the truth; therefore, they refused to proclaim the truth, so as 
to continue fleshly appeasement! The few Pastors and 
ministers who did actually proclaim the truths in love were 
threatened with loss of their position, with any continuance 
of truthful proclamations; all having kowtowed to the 
congregation so as to maintain their job! Who is being 
served in this behavior; God or mammon (worldly 
prosperity)? We are told to speak the truth in love, so that 
individuals may make informed decisions regarding 
compromise and involvement in delusive practices; no one 
called of God was ever told to deny truth for the sake of 
appeasement or money! The facts are simple to witness and 
evidence by those who truly love the Lord; multitudes 
choose to remain in denial of intentional compromise, and 
do in fact transgress and forsake the commandments of God 
and truth, for the sake of fleshly (carnal): ease, comfort, 
religiosity, and rote!1770 Multitudes remain intentionally 
ignorant regarding many specifics of what they choose to 
believe, thinking they will not be accountable to God for 
what they do not know; although the fact remains that we 
are all accountable for what we should have known, had we 
tested the spirits and all teachings according to Biblical 
standards, as it is the responsibility of all believers to at least 
read the Gospel, and investigate the truth (and origins) of 

1770 Matthew 15:3-9; Mark 7:5-16; cf. Colossians 2:8-10; Isaiah 29:13-16.
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one’s beliefs! Nowhere in the Gospel pertaining to 
standards and guidelines, did the Lord ever say—“please!” It 
is not hard to realize why the behaviors of “lukewarm” 
believers are sickening to the Lord (spit = emew—“to 
vomit”); for aside actual devotion, what kind of supposed 
love is exampled by: laziness, complacency, ease, self-
centeredness, and excuses!1771 

The un-righteous sinful nature (self; individuality) is denied for •
the sake of appropriately and devotionally loving our Lord from 
the very core of our being (heart, soul, mind, and strength); 
thereby submitting to Him so that He may teach us, and lead 
our lives by His righteousness in a victorious manner.1772 

Within the aforementioned state of ignorance by individuals ◦
who remain deceived and in bondage by the excuses set 
forth individually, and by religious leadership, fellowship 
with God is forfeit as by the teachings and practices of 
“religion”; which lead the religious masses upon the earth in 
attempts to walk spiritually through the flesh (blatant 
carnality)! This occurs because double-mindedness within 
one’s mindset, although inappropriate, is deemed 
acceptable; although a wavering (varying) mindset is easily 
coerced by both the sinful nature and demonic influence.1773 

 
The questions I have regarding the Christian religion celebration of 
Easter are: 
 

Why would anyone who claims to know God allow themselves to be 1.
involved in traditions as set forth by the philosophies and doctrines 
of humankind (religious harlotry), when the ritualistic traditions are 
founded upon paganism which is adamantly condemned in the 
Gospel? Double-mindedness and devotions divided (cup of both the 
Lord and of demons) has never been acceptable to the Lord God; 
thus all such endeavors for any reason are: futile, deceptive, filled with 
guile, and not without relational and spiritual consequences!1774 

1771 Revelation 3:14-22, specific v. 16.
1772 1 John 1:1-10; John 1:11-13.
1773 Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, specific vs. 20-22; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; James 2:18-26.
1774 Emphasized: Jeremiah 7:1-31; 44:1-29; Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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Since we have Jesus as our Lord, Savior and King, and should desire 2.
to walk in a manner as He walked, why do we allow our children to 
celebrate as the world stipulates we shall, with bunnies and eggs 
(illustrations of fertility—the Ashtaroth {fertility goddesses}). Please 
remember—Satan is the ruler of the world, with authorization by 
God; so that all who will not submit devotionally unto the Lord may 
remain within delusive darkness!  

We are told in Scripture to raise our children in the ways they •
are to go (Proverbs 22:6); yet we in actuality teach our children 
to follow the ways of the world. We are told to be separate and 
not conform to the ways of this world (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 
Romans 12:1, 2); yet we instead teach our children that it is 
okay to compromise for the sake of comfort. 

This is the epitome of causing a child to stumble, which is ◦
warned against in the Gospel (Matthew 18:5-14; Mark 9:42-
50)! To teach secular variations to a child during the rearing 
years, is to teach the child to mature within a state of 
deceitful compromise; thereby leading them into a potential 
for spiritual bondage, as well as spiritual bondage for 
generations which follow! What type of love would permit 
such foolishness? 

 
Why do we insist on celebrating Easter on a day which is in 3.
accordance with the lunar calendar? If anyone is going to celebrate 
the resurrection of the Lord, they should be doing it on its 
anniversary, no matter what day of the week that may be (Romans 
14:1-12); better yet, celebrating His resurrection by walking in 
newness of life each and every day! It amazes me that simple 
(lukewarm) believers seek the Lord when it is convenient, yet refuse 
to make changes within themselves when it is not. 

If anything at all, we must stop making any reference to the •
resurrection of Jesus as by the name—“Easter”! Because the 
Christian religion is continually defiled by acts of compromise 
such as: incorporation of pagan celebrations and names, 
alterations to supposedly Christianize that which is 
inappropriate, attempts to draw closer to God (who is spirit) 
through physical realm (carnal) worship, and pleasing God as 
through foolish ritual; the poison within the spirit of the masses 
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is extreme, thus causing spiritual defeat! The only way to 
remove the poison derived from demonic influence and 
teaching, is to stop all associations with the world’s religions; 
including names derived from compromise and excuses! 

 
Should we not rather teach our children that Jesus loves them and 4.
that we are to be different?1775 We must explain to our children that 
our treasures are to be stored in heaven, rather than on this earth.1776 
We should not allow the world to regulate what we shall do or say, 
but rather Scripture and the Holy Spirit.1777 When will believing 
individuals learn to seek first His heavenly kingdom and 
righteousness, and stop attempting to do so by following the ways 
of the world (religion) which is according to Satan’s deceptive 
schemes?1778 All that we have upon this earth is passing away; our 
purpose now and our eternity is for and with Jesus, so why then do 
we seek close associations with a world opposed to our Lord.1779 The 
world opposed Jesus boldly; we ought to be as bold in standing firm 
in and for Him!1780 Do we?1781 

 
A Note Regarding Lent and Ash Wednesday 
In the Old Testament there were times when sincere lamenting was put 
forth for situations which brought forth great grief.1782 A good example 
of this can be found in the book of Lamentations, which demonstrates 
the mourning which came forth because of the fall of Jerusalem in 586 
B.C. The people lamented over the destruction of the city, yet had they 
previously lamented over their rebellion against God, the city would 
not have been destroyed. It remains amazing how we as humans place 
such emphasis upon the material things in our lives, yet tend to place 
little emphasis upon pleasing our Lord within the spiritual realm. The 
emphasis of the Gospel is to focus upon God through spiritual devotion 

1775 Ephesians 5:1-21.
1776 Matthew 6:16-24.
1777 1 Thessalonians 2:1-9; James 4:3-10; 1 Peter 4:7-19.
1778 Ephesians 6:10-20.
1779 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 10:1-22; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 6:14-7:1; 1 John 2:12-17; 

Ephesians 1:3-2:10.
1780 2 Corinthians 3:4-18; Philippians 1:21-30.
1781 Matthew 6:23, 24; 12:30.
1782 cf. 2 Samuel 13:10-19; Esther 4:1-3; Job 42:1-6; Jeremiah 6:22-30.
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and faith, which then allows Him to lead us in our physical lives ac-
cording to His will. Just as the nation of Israel would not consider their 
behavior until their physical world was effected when God lifted His 
protection; so neither do most Christian religion believers consider 
spiritual matters unless their physical world is affected in a like manner. 

When sincere lamenting and/or repentance came forth from within 
the hearts of those who loved God as documented in the Gospel, many 
times the donning of sackcloth and the sitting in dirt or ashes was part 
of their sincere actions. To don sackcloth (burlap) and sit in ashes is a 
very humbling thing to do; as this was the point of absolute humility 
before God so as to receive His merciful strength in troubling times.1783 

The tradition of Ash Wednesday places a bit of ash upon one’s 
forehead to supposedly demonstrate humility in understanding 
that we are created from the elements of the earth, and thereby 
perishable.1784 The time of forty-day repentance and fasting, called 
“Quadragesima,” was to imitate the forty-day fasts of Jesus, Moses 
and Elijah; along with the forty-year wanderings of Israel in the 
desert. This act by many initially was an act of free will from 
within one’s heart, yet with time took on the character of a fixed 
ordinance (tradition) of the church. As with any tradition, at first 
much division as to dates prevailed; until in this case Gregory I 
(A.D. 590-604) fixed the date to be the Wednesday six weeks prior 
to Easter; Ash Wednesday. The weeks leading up to “Lent” were 
spent in unrestrained merriment, licentiousness and selfish indul-
gences. This was supposedly a just practice, for soon forty days 
would be spent in states of humility and repentance; therefore 
“go for it” was the mentality prior to the humble state beginning 
on Ash Wednesday. Does this seem appropriate behavior when 
approaching a true celebration for the glory of God? During the 
forty-day (supposed) fast, many were partaking of other forms of 
food as they avoided certain meats; so it is today as sincere repen-
tance (turning back to God) within one’s heart may be within 
some, yet I can pretty much guarantee not within the hearts of 
the many! The placing of the ash upon one’s head is a far cry from 
the sackcloth and ashes of a true lament, yet for the sake of 

1783 Psalm 84:8-12; Proverbs 3:21-35.
1784 cf. Genesis 18:17-27.
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tradition (comfort) it is considered sufficient (rote). When the 
personal aspect is removed from one’s relationship with Jesus, 
then at the same time much of the loving devotion is also removed 
from within the heart and spirit. Anyone who believes that blatant 
sinfulness is acceptable leading into a ritual fast and period of re-
pentance, is devoid devotion for God, and Biblical understanding; 
as believers are to be sober minded at all times.1785 Have we be-
come so complacent in our religious practices (abominations) so 
as to believe that sin is acceptable when everyone else is doing it? 
Do we really believe that it is acceptable to sin today because of 
the sufficiency of a ritual repentance tomorrow? Truly I admit to 
being disgusted as to how any such tradition can help the spiritual 
growth and personal relationship between any believer and Jesus 
Christ! I do admit that those who truly love the Lord are neither 
hindered nor deceived by such practices, as we persevere to remain 
focused and separate! The potential for extreme harm is always 
present in such practices, especially within those whom hold to a 
cold or lukewarm love of God; as “self” (blatant narcissism) re-
mains the leader (god) which is followed and obeyed! 

Christmas 
There is no sure date as to when the Messiah was born. There are six 
possible dates: January 6, February 2, March 25, April 19, May 20, 
October 4, and November 17. The year of Christ Jesus` birth is believed 
by scholars to have been 6 or 7 B.C.; this determined by the fact that 
Herod the Great ruled Judea at the time of Jesus` birth, and Herod died 
in 4 B.C.  

The date of December 25 was chosen for practical reasons, more so 
than theological ones. Throughout the Roman Empire, many varying 
festivals were held honoring the god of the unconquerable sun (god - 
Mithra; unconquerable sun—“Sol Invictus”), this during the time of 
the winter solstice. The “sun” was worshipped at that time; for the days 
began to get longer as the shortest day and longest night of the year 
had now passed. This was believed to happen because the sun god was 
appeased by the many pagan forms of worship; including orgies, the 
sacrifice of animals and children, and the giving of various gifts…

1785 Romans 6:1-23; 1 Corinthians 15:20-34; Hebrews 10:23-27.
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.Emperor Aurelian (Lucius Domitius Aurelianus; A.D. 270-275) quickly 
capitalized upon the heathen worship of the sun and, in the year A.D. 
274, officially declared December 25 as the birthday of the 
Unconquered Sun (dies natalis solis invicti).1786  

The time frame surrounding December 25, was also derived from 
the festival of Saturnalia; which was to worship the Roman god of ag-
riculture—Saturn. The festival of Saturnalia began on December 17, 
and continued for seven days. During the festive time, all business, ex-
ecutions and military operations were postponed; while goodwill, the 
giving of gifts, rendering of visitations, and preferential treatment of 
servants (slaves) was encouraged. 

When supposed Christianity (Catholicism) became the foremost re-
ligion of the Roman Empire, the church either had to suppress the 
festivals or transform them; with failing in the former, the latter became 
the end result. At this point (A.D. 354) (A.D. = Anno Domini - Year of 
the Lord), the festival honoring the “sun” (Sol Invictus) became a festival 
to celebrate the “Son” (Messiah; Christ); as with failure to be separate, 
alterations must be made.1787 Once again—Jesus our Lord is attached 
to the failure of the Christian religion to act obediently to the standards 
of separateness set forth in the Gospel; this occurred within this specific, 
as Jesus` birth celebration had initial origins within festive tradition in 
approximately A.D. 336 (Feast of the Nativity)! Do you suppose it was 
by chance that when Jesus` birth was decided for celebration, that the 
date of the celebration just happened to fall at the end of the winter 
solstice celebration—December 25; which also happened to be a time 
of celebrating “Mithra’s birthday”? This occurred as the church (under 
Roman Catholic leadership) made the alteration from celebrating 
Mithra (the ancient Persian god of light and wisdom), to celebrating 
Jesus (the light of the world—John 1:3-11; 8:12; 9:5; 11:9, 10); all of 
which was and remains contingent upon gaining converts in accordance 
to the tactics of mystery religion guile! 

Let us consider two important facts: 
 

In the area of the Negev (Promised Land) the months of November 1.
through January are the most severe in regard to weather. With the 

1786 These Times, December, 1981, pg. 22.
1787 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
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icy rains of the region during these months, no shepherd in his right 
mind would jeopardize his entire flock in the open fields, where 
there is only remnants of grazing pastureland. 

 
With the severity of the region’s weather during the aforementioned 2.
months, no leader would call for a census. This statement is based 
upon the fact that entire families were to travel to the town or 
province of the parent’s birth, in order to be counted in the census. 
Traveling with children and infants during wet cold weather, would 
lead only to sickness and possibly death for many who attempted to 
make the journey (on foot); therefore, a census would be called only 
in the warmer months. 

 
Without going into the many calculated dates for Jesus` birth derived 
from many angles of conjecture (including September 17, 7 B.C. by 
British physicist David Hughes and German astronomer Johannes 
Kepler); please understand that by such reasoning many Eastern 
Orthodox churches celebrate Christ` birth on January 6 (Epiphany). 
With many hours spent attempting to exactly date Jesus` birth; with 
date computation errors which were made by a Roman monk named 
Dionysius Exiguus, and with the fact that many times puritans attempted 
to stop the inappropriate practice because specifics have never actually 
been known; the fact remains that Jesus` birth was almost certainly not 
during the month of December. Since no one knows for sure, why so 
much conjecture and speculation; for His coming was exactly at the 
right time, by God’s kind intention according to His good, acceptable, 
and perfect will.1788 With the many different dates yet grasped for the 
purpose of celebrating Jesus` birth, and this because of indifferences 
between cultures, creeds and denominations; confusion was the result 
which brought forth a correspondence by Saint Cyril, bishop of 
Jerusalem, to Roman bishop Julius. Julius response to Cyril was that he 
personally preferred (favored) December 25; which was not acceptable 
to Cyril and the Jerusalem church, for they continued to celebrate Jesus` 
birth on January 6 (festival of Epiphany; which celebrates the water 
baptism of Jesus; and the arrival of the wise men from the east after 
Jesus` birth). The matter was settled two years after Julius` church reign, 

1788 Galatians 4:4-6.
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when the new Roman bishop “Liberius” ordered December 25 to be 
the correct day for Christ’s birth celebration. This was A.D. 354, and 
within a short few years this date (December 25) became the popular 
day accepted and adopted by most believers within the Christian reli-
gion. The twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany (January 6) 
have often been called the “Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

An interesting fact comes forth, as to the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
During the medieval period the celebration of Christmas was performed 
at a special midnight mass on the eve of Christ’s supposed birth date. 
This festive celebration became known in Old English as Christes 
Maesse (Christ’s Mass; festival of Christ); from which came “Christmas.” 
Two interesting factors arise due to this midnight celebration:  
 

Other than for this celebration, a mass at midnight was never allowed. 1.
This raises the question as to why supposed rules for the sake of 
godliness, are only broken where and when Christ is supposedly 
involved. Jesus was never one to violate rules or commandments for 
the sake of tradition; so why then would anyone claiming to know 
Him?1789 Along these lines; when they held the trial for Jesus before 
the Sanhedrin, the Jews violated rules; for it was illegal to assemble 
hearings at night. Breaking rules to convict Him, and now supposedly 
to honor Him! When such things are obviously inappropriate, it is 
time to stop and simply honor Him loyally each day, by appropriate 
worship and obedience foundational to “truth”!1790  

 
The act of “Mass” in itself is inappropriate for actual Christian 2.
practice; for physical ritualistic practices have no place in 
worshipping God in spirit and in truth! Example of this is 
demonstrated in the Roman Catholic view regarding the “sacrament 
of communion.” In the Roman Catholic view, Transubstantiation 
occurs at the time of partaking of the Lord’s Supper (Eucharist). This 
is to say that the bread and wine literally become the body and blood 
of Christ; which is to say that Christ’s human body is omnipresent; 
whereas the Gospel places His physical form localized in heaven 
(Acts 7:55, 56). Transubstantiation is not Biblical (John 19:30; 

1789 Matthew 15:3-9; cf. Galatians 4::8-11.
1790 Isaiah 29:13, 14; Hosea 6:4-6; John 4:20-24; Romans 13:11-14.
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Hebrews 10:10-14), and would cause much turmoil with Jewish 
converts participating in the Eucharist; as it was forbidden for them 
to partake of blood (Leviticus 17:10-14). The truth regarding 
acceptance of the body and blood of Jesus, remains that in 
accordance to the divine and righteous work of God individuals 
accept the reality of the Christ (not simply Jesus as Savior); this 
reality being completely separate and aloof the ritualistic and 
doctrinal endeavors of religion, which seeks to emulate a spiritual 
reality as by physical realm (fleshly; carnal) rituals and traditions; 
which is absolutely impossible!1791 

 
To further complicate the matter, “Mass” (Masse; Maesse) emphasizes, 
in no certain terms, that the sacrifice of Christ is yet incomplete and 
therefore must be repeated. This raises the serious question as to what 
lord or god is worshipped within Catholicism, and celebrated within 
the Christian religion tradition of Christmas! Because the Jesus of the 
Bible died “once for all,” and the date for Christmas is derived from 
worship of the sun and other dates derived from pagan worship and rit-
ual; it becomes evident that the God of the Bible is not known, 
worshipped, honored, nor celebrated within this tradition!1792 This also 
makes evident what happens within the lives of those who do not have, 
or fail to realize the actuality of a relationship with God!1793 

 
Interesting note of mention: The ritual of “Mass” is •
considered the perpetual sacrifice of Christ; thereby upon the 
crucifix, the “lord” of Catholicism is yet upon the cross. The 
Lord (Messiah / Savior) of the Bible died once for all; and has 
risen (Matthew 28:1-10; Acts 13:29-41)! Selah. 

 
Roman Catholic doctrine which developed during the medieval period, 
generally assumed a semi-Pelagian stance within doctrine. The Roman 
Catholic view through human idealism depreciated the fall of man, so 
that he was no longer considered spiritually dead, but rather only weak-
ened; thereby able to cooperate with God in salvation as by an act of 

1791 John 6:44-65.
1792 Hebrews 7:4-28; 9:11-10:39.
1793 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Galatians 4:1-11.
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“works.” Specifically, doctrines such as: purgatory; prayers to—Mary, 
angels, and other departed (dead) saints; rituals of the Mass and tran-
substantiation; were initiated during this period. The medieval period 
was truly a dark period of time, both by the physical atrocities com-
mitted and by the heretic religious doctrines which came forth to cause 
catastrophic detriment to actual spirituality within the members of the 
Christian religion! Ritualistic physical realm (carnal) religion is dia-
metrically opposed to spiritual worship which is righteous, and 
acceptable to God! 

THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM QUESTION 81 EXPLAINS: 

Q. What difference is there between the Lord’s Supper and the Roman 
Catholic Mass? 

A. The Lord’s Supper testifies to us that we have complete forgive-
ness of all our sins through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ which He 
Himself has accomplished on the cross once for all (Heb. 10:10, 12; 
7:26, 27; 9:12, 25; Jn. 19:30; Mt. 26:28; Lk. 22:19); and that through 
the Holy Spirit we are incorporated into Christ (1 Cor.10:16, 17; 6:17), 
who according to His human nature is not now on earth but in heaven, 
at the right hand of the Father (Jn. 20:17; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3; 8:1), and 
is there to be worshipped (Mt. 6:20, 21; Acts 7:55; Phil. 3:20; 1 Th. 
1:10). But the Mass teaches that the living and the dead do not have 
forgiveness of sins through the sufferings of Christ unless He is again 
offered for them daily by the priest, and that Christ is bodily under the 
form of bread and wine and is therefore to be worshipped in them. 
Therefore, the Mass is fundamentally a complete denial of the once for 
all sacrifice and suffering of Christ and as such an idolatry to be con-
demned (Heb. 9:26; 10:12, 14). 

 
A few serious questions and statements I feel are necessary at this 
point are: 
 

If the Christian religion celebration of Christmas and Easter are 1.
truly of and for the Lord, why are aspects of paganism (darkness) 
maintained within the celebrations? The celebrations have bunnies 
and eggs (both signs of fertility), along with pine trees which have 
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been utilized within pagan rituals for millennia.1794 Why do you 
suppose that in every celebration of the Christian religion regarding 
Jesus, that there is maintained some aspect of paganism? Do you 
suppose this is by chance; or that insidiousness is involved? Although 
multitudes delude themselves to believe compromise holds no major 
consequence; the reality remains that compromise from truth is 
assuredly spiritually destructive! 

We must remember that Satan is the Great Deceiver. He will •
sneak into the religious nature of individuals any way he can, 
and is not about to do so openly or truthfully! If indeed 
different aspects of pagan rituals are being celebrated because 
current and former religious leaders are and were either to 
cowardice or deceived to proclaim the truth, do you suppose 
that Satan is involved; or it just happened this way? Please read 
these Scriptural verses: (Matthew 13:24-50; 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 
Timothy 3:1-7; 4:1-4; 2 Corinthians 4:1-10; 11:1-15; 2 Peter 
2:1-22; Ephesians 4:7-32). 
As “religion” is a primary means by which Satan deceives the •
whole world, and compromise within religion is but variation 
from and denial of truth; “religion” with all its subtle (insidious) 
forms of corruption denies the necessity of absolute truth, 
which is foundational for appropriate worship of the one true 
God (John 14:6; 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10)! 
When will we learn—worshipping God in sprit and in truth is 
righteous worship within the spiritual relational reality; physical 
realm ritualistic worship (carnality) is necessary only for those 
held captive within the deception of religion (John 4:20-24; 
Galatians 4:1-11)!  
“Religion” is a cheap physical realm carnal mimic of a •
wonderful spiritual realm relationship; thus nothing more than 
a worthless deceptive counterfeit! 

 
The Christian religion yet: 2.

Blindly follows the original dates of pagan celebrations, as •
designated by religious leadership.  
Continues to use the same fertility symbols as were used in the •

1794 cf. Deuteronomy 12:1-4; 2 Kings 16:1-4; Jeremiah 2:17-22; 3:11-16; Ezekiel 6:9-14.

The Big If 677



General Information678

celebrations of the Ashtaroth (Canaanite fertility, war and love 
gods), and/or Mithra / Molech (sun gods).  
Continues to celebrate as did ancestry, the following of idols. •
These idols are being taught to children as being real individuals 
or characters, i.e. Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, etc. How many 
Christian religion believers have followed these forms of idol 
worship, and never even considered the spiritual ramifications 
upon their children? Describing Santa Claus as knowing all 
things about all children is attributing to Santa Clause (com-
pletely fictitious) an attribute which is God’s alone (omniscience; 
divinity). This is nothing short of claiming Santa Claus to be a 
god, as by claiming him (Santa) to have a form of deity; as by the 
ascribed attributes thereof. Generations leading children astray 
due to secular associations; thus causing children to stumble and 
potentially fall spiritually, which is the first step toward spiritual 
depravity leading to spiritual destruction as by denial of the spir-
itual imperatives (spirit and truth)! Does the Gospel indicate a 
severe consequence for causing a child to stumble; especially 
“spiritually,” which opens the door for them to go no further 
than deceptive religion in their seeking God within the delusive-
ness of the flesh influenced by demons?1795 Being deceptive to 
children for any reason is completely un-righteous and inappro-
priate! When parents deceive their children within supposed 
attachments to God, they in fact openly welcome demonic in-
fluence and coercion into the life of their child; which is 
certainly not an act of love! Please understand, the reason why 
multitudes have never gone beyond physical realm religion unto 
the spiritual reality of a righteous relationship with God, is be-
cause they were taken captive to blatant carnality during their 
rearing years; this directly involved with the examples set by 
their parents! Generation upon generation of families have 
fallen prey to this form of un-righteous behavior, due the fact of 
following the beliefs and characteristics of progenitors! 

 
Behavior as to teaching fantasy characters to one’s children is that 3.
which is derived from failure to realize a relationship with the Lord. 

1795 Matthew 18:3-14.



The world not knowing God; as also many professing believers do 
not know the Lord personally, although the spiritual relational 
reality is the emphasized basis of true faith; seek to replace Him with 
substitutes. These substitutes then carry aspects of fleshly desires 
and indulgence, for all such things are generated due man’s failure 
to have faith in God, but rather affects from that which can be 
conceived of in conjunction with idealisms, ideology, and fantasy.  

This is the inevitable outcome of attempting to un-righteously •
utilize the measure of faith given to all by the Lord, although 
contrary to a spiritual reality; as by that which is idiosyncratic to 
human nature (i.e. the flesh). 

 
Why would someone who loves God possibly seek or follow secular 4.
forms of ritual or celebration, either purposefully or in ignorance; 
while also blindly teaching these inappropriate forms of tradition to 
their children?   

Nowhere in Scripture did the Lord ever render authorization •
for us to lie to our children, or lead them contrary to the 
admonitions He set forth! The form of denominationalism 
(Roman Catholicism) who yet seek to crucify the Lord 
(perpetual sacrifice—Masse), having obviously remained 
deceived, are those now blindly followed into supposed 
ritualistic worship of the Lord; although the traditions are 
carnal and utilize the Lord as an excuse. Just as the Israelites of 
the Old Testament continually attempted to utilize “high 
places” as a means of worship, although obviously not pleasing 
to God; so now the Christian religion yet does the same under 
different names and pretenses. 

When a child or new convert to Christendom is taught to celebrate 5.
these things and they are never taught the wrong in them, they in turn 
teach their children and others the same traditions and deceptions.  

We were never instructed to send our children and others into •
bondage as by deception!  
We were never instructed to practice, teach or condone ritual •
and tradition by rote!  
Although we have been instructed to be separate and not •
conform to the ways of the world; the masses instead 
compromise within the confines (bondage) of the status quo! It 
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should be understood that the husband and father within all 
families is directly responsible unto the Lord to investigate 
truth regarding God; from this they are to lead their families 
into the light, as God is in the light, and maintain the family in 
the light of truth at all times! The behavior of progeny once 
leaving the home in maturity is no longer the husband and 
father’s responsibility; although the beliefs and behavior of the 
wife yet falls within the responsibility of the husband; for the 
“husband” and “father” is directly responsible unto God for all 
spiritual leadership within the home! Please read and consider 
these passages: John 15:18-16:1; Philippians 3:1-14; Romans 
1:18-32; 12:1-21; 1 Peter 1:3-2:10; Ephesians 6:1-18; Hebrews 
12:1-11; Colossians 2:1-23. 

 
Regarding the human birth of Jesus:  6.

Although those of antiquity who trusted in the faithfulness of •
God looked forward to the coming Messiah; members of the 
Christian religion who fail to trust in the faithfulness of God 
thereby looking forward to Jesus` triumphant return, look back 
upon prophesy past fulfilled (Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:3-
21)!  
The entirety of Jesus` having come was in fulfillment of the •
Father’s will, in learning, ministering to the Israelites, 
destroying the works of the devil, and making atonement for all 
humankind upon the cross (Matthew 15:24; Luke 2:42-52; 4:42-
44; John 12:23-36). 
The Lord has always existed (John 1:1-5; 8:56-58: Revelation •
1:4-8; 22:12, 13)! His having come in human form was an act of 
His lovingkindness, mercy and grace upon those created 
spiritually in His image (John 3:1-21)! For these reasons, it is 
absurd for anyone claiming to know God to look back for the 
purpose of celebrating the origin of God’s human 
manifestation; for the blessing of His first coming is complete 
(finished), and has been for numerous centuries (John 19:30; 2 
Corinthians 5:14-21)!  
The actual aspect of religious celebration pertaining to Jesus` •
birth is neither Biblical nor appropriate; rather it is derived from 
carnal: mindset, thought, and desire. Just as most individuals 
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enjoy celebrating their own birthday and the birthday of others, 
as this is a time of focus upon oneself or another in the physical 
realm; looking back unto the birth of Jesus in human form is but 
a physical realm celebration which ought not to occur in the 
lives of those who are to walk by faith! Because a birthday 
celebration is centered upon the flesh (“self”), it is most assured 
that Jesus never allowed any celebration of His human birthday 
while in human form; for celebration of one’s own birthday is 
celebration of “self”! (John 5:19-47)! 

 
How is it that the world celebrates the same holidays as the church, 7.
in basically the same fashion?  

Is it possible that a few times a year, the world surrenders to •
follow Jesus, or is it more possible that members of the 
Christian religion surrender to follow the ways of the world? As 
the world hated our Lord, and Jesus Himself stated that we also 
would be hated; who is following who?  
The answer is actually quite simple: the masses refusing to •
come out into the light within the context of truth, as the Lord 
is in the light, continues to wander in darkness void of truth; for 
within “religion” is found deception and bondage, whereas 
within a personal relationship with the Lord (spiritual relational 
reality) is truth and freedom! The masses wander to and fro in 
darkness, without certainty of a righteously assured destination; 
the remnant journeys forth forward in the light of God’s 
faithfulness, knowing the certainty of eternal life, and the surety 
of God’s upward call in Christ during the journey!1796 
I find it terribly pathetic:  •

That the Christian religion always finds a reason or excuse ◦
to continue those things which are desired for the sake of 
fleshly indulgence! Please read—Joshua 24:14-28. 
 That all of the traditions within the Christian religion ◦
today which have certain dates are derived from pagan 
worship (except Thanksgiving—as this was started as a time 
to render praise and thanksgiving unto God, amongst 
peoples of new acquaintance).  

1796 John 14:2-7; Philippians 3:1-14.
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The dates followed by the Christian religion today, are ◦
followed without investigation of truth, or question.  
The dates derived are all from some type of worship ◦
regarding creation or false gods. Compromise leads 
inevitably to corruption! Please read—Romans 1:18-32. 
That only a remnant of believers (true Christians) maintains ◦
separateness from the world so as to worship God in spirit 
and in truth; without compromise, variation, or excuse!  

I pray for the masses within the confines of religious bondage, •
in hopes that some may mature and come to be servants of the 
harvest; which has always remained plentiful, as the Lord 
cannot lead anyone who continues practice of religious 
deception (1 Peter 2:1-10; Matthew 9:36-38; Hebrews 5:11-6:8; 
1 Corinthians 3:1-11; 1 John 1:5-10)! 

 
Mistletoe: It was believed in ancient Europe that the mistletoe held 
magic powers to bring forth life, fertility, and peace; while also protec-
tion from disease. Because the northern Europeans associated the plant 
with “Freya” (the Norse goddess of love), the custom became one of 
kissing beneath mistletoe branches. This of course became a custom 
within the Christian religious celebration of Christmas. 

Santa Claus (Saint Nicholas in Germany): Initially folklore from 
European cultures (Dutch—Sinterklaas), was brought to New York by 
Dutch settlers in the 18th century. Sinterklaas was depicted as a tall, 
dignified, saintly individual riding upon a horse in the air; accompanied 
by an elf (Black Peter) who punished disobedient children. It was in 
North America that Santa Claus became depicted as a fat and jolly old 
fellow; without further saintly attributes. 

The transformation from Sinterklaas to Santa Claus began in A.D. 
1823, when a poem from Clement Clark Moore (written to amuse his 
daughter) was published in a New York newspaper. It was within the 
poem, that the old saintly fellow (Santa Claus) was introduced as flying 
in a reindeer-drawn sleigh above the rooftops. The depiction of Santa 
Claus in his current fat and jolly form was forthcoming further from 
drawings by Thomas Nast in the 19th century; as also his dwelling at 
the North Pole along with his elfin toymakers. The folklore of Santa 
Claus became prevalent to the point of being believed; which was dem-
onstrated when Virginia O’Hanlon in 1897 wrote to the newspaper 
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asking if Santa was real, and received the answer—“Yes, Virginia, there 
is a Santa Claus.” 

Christmas Tree: Although pine trees had been utilized for centuries 
of antiquity for sacrifices, and as objects of worship to pagan fertility 
gods and goddesses, the aspect of alteration regarding pine trees from 
pagan rituals into the ritualistic traditions of the Christian religion, began 
in Germany during the 16th century A.D.; when the symbol for fertility 
was altered to illustrate the rebirth. The folklore tells of how Martin 
Luther was so moved by the beauty of the starlit evergreen (furry) trees, 
that he brought one into his home and decorated it with candles; this to 
emphasize the beauty of God’s creation to his children. As Martin Luther 
was adamant about Gospel truth, would he actually kill a tree to empha-
size appreciation unto God for the beauty of creation? 

In 1841, Prince Albert of Germany gave a Christmas tree to his wife 
(Queen Victoria of England). From that point forward, as Germans im-
migrated throughout the world, the tradition of the Christmas tree 
followed them, thus becoming a popular Christmas tradition in many 
parts of the world. The assorted decorations now found upon Christmas 
trees, came about as substitutions for the simple candles which Martin 
Luther supposedly had placed upon the dead tree within his home; hav-
ing increased throughout the years as a means of adding décor to the 
already festive occasion.  
 
Personal Note: First, I would like to emphasize that Martin Luther 
was righteously emphatic in the seeking of truth, therefore strict ad-
herence to Gospel truth and standards; as this is a surety within all 
individuals who truly love the Lord! It was Martin Luther’s unwavering 
adamancy regarding Gospel truth and standards, which caused dissen-
tion between himself and the Catholic Church; this as love for God 
first and foremost was the motivation which led Martin Luther to re-
main unwavering in seeking truth, no matter the consequence.  

The epic (folklore) regarding Martin Luther is a primary excuse uti-
lized within the Christian religion to continue practice of Christmas 
trees within homes; yet reality remains that the use of “green trees” 
within pagan celebrations and rituals being condemned in the Gospel, 
has no place in a relationship with the Lord God of truth and light! In 
addition, to kill evergreen trees because of attachment to paganism, 
disrespects both God and God’s creation, for to kill God’s creation in 
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no way indicates respect for the creation or the Creator; especially when 
due to carnal practice adherence!1797  

True Christianity demands separation from the world and its many 
practices of deceptive darkness; never adherence as by tolerance, accept-
ance, and excuses!1798 It is blatant disobedience derived from 
double-mindedness, to believe that engaging in deeds of darkness will 
not hinder a relationship with the Lord God of truth and light; for to 
engage in delusive darkness is to worship the creation, not the 
Creator!1799 Worship of creation rather than the Creator, is worship of 
the ruler of the world (Satan—“the Great Deceiver”) within intentional 
ignorance; which is in direct opposition to the kind intention of God’s 
will!1800 When “excuses” are forthcoming to justify common adherence 
to former paganism as by adaptation, the fact of who is worshipped be-
comes evident; for an excuse is an attempt to evade or deny truth or 
reality, and is therefore a delusion instigated by the father of lies who 
entices spiritual destruction; for he has been murdering individuals spir-
itually throughout the history of humankind!1801 Because failure to deny 
“self” is failure to deny personal volition for the sake of following the 
good, acceptable and perfect will of God, the flesh is easily influenced 
from the demonic realm because of disobedience to commandments set 
forth by the Lord, to both reach and maintain higher standards of right-
eousness set forth by God for established spiritual edification. Because 
the kind intention of God’s will is that we receive and walk according to 
spiritual training which prepares us for service both now and for all eter-
nity, the imperative exists that all fleshly desires and indulgences cease 
entirely; for we must be led spiritually by the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
and thereby allow eradication of the hindrances which come forth by 
practiced blatant carnality!1802 When we refuse the masterful guidance 
of the Holy Spirit within our spirit, which takes captive our carnal desires 
to the righteousness of God; our flesh being easily enticed and influenced 
from the demonic realm, stays us from receiving the spiritual blessings 
of God, and thus also the spiritual growth which is from God alone!  

1797 Deuteronomy 12:2; 2 Kings 16:2-4; 17:10-12; Jeremiah 2:20-22; 3:6-10; Ezekiel 6:112-14; 
Romans 1:18-25.

1798 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
1799  John 12:35, 36.
1800 John 14:28-31; 16:8-11; Ephesians 1:5-23.
1801 1 Peter 5:8-11; John 8:40-44.
1802 Romans 12:1-21, emphasis vs. 1-3.

General Information684



To engage in religious darkness; either intentionally or in ignorance; 
disallows our ability to see clearly, as we continue wandering in darkness; 
this is the reason that one form of compromise generally leads to ad-
ditional forms of compromise, and generalized complacency in doing 
so, with no conviction of wrongdoing; for to achieve freedom in Christ, 
we must walk in the light as He is in the light, to receive His nurturing 
masterful leadership and strength for continued success! Anyone who 
engages in religious darkness because of family practices or false teach-
ing is guilty of intentional idolatry; for disobedience to God for any 
carnal reason, is to place the ways of the world above the good, accept-
able and perfect will of God; thus the world and all it contains is of 
greater importance than the Lord God of all creation! A relationship 
with God is not about us; the relationship is all about Him; until this is 
realized, we will always be guilty of forms of idolatry which are contin-
gent upon “self!”1803  

Halloween 
This is a celebration of tradition, which no believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ should ever condone nor partake of. This is a celebration which 
those of the world participate in, as they are ignorant of Satan’s 
schemes to lead astray. Christians are never to be ignorant of Satan’s 
schemes; for our battle is in the spiritual realm, and defeat is certain 
if and when this important fact is denied or forgotten.1804 Does it not 
seem inappropriate that children are allowed to dress as goblins, 
ghosts, witches, devils, etc.; exhibiting forms of wickedness found in 
Satan’s realm? Instead of teaching our children that such things are 
to be denied, most parents and congregations have “fall carnivals”; or 
other such excuses so as to take part; yet supposedly not fully. Does 
this seem appropriate when we are to worship God in spirit and in 
truth? Does it seem appropriate when said carnivals promote fear in 
our children; supposedly in fun? Does it seem appropriate for 
Christian children to go forth demanding candy; lest they play some 
inappropriate trick (trick or treat)?  

I personally do not believe most believers realize the poisonous ram-
ifications upon the spiritual aspect of youth, which adherence to such 

1803 Colossians 3:5-17; James 4:1-10.
1804 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; Ephesians 6:10-20.
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ritualistic traditions may bring forth. While we are playing games with 
our children, and making excuses for failing to separate ourselves; 
Satanists are praying for the destruction of our faith, families and chil-
dren. Satanists perform sacrifices on October 31; police are on alert for 
kidnapping, vandalism and other heinous crimes; while many believers 
yet play games and remain intentionally ignorant.  

The Satanist celebration of Halloween began with celebrations by 
the Druids honoring the “god of the dead” (lord Samhain). The eve of 
what became a supposed hallow day (All Saints Day - November 1) was 
called “All Souls Eve” (All Hallows Eve) and was celebrated in many 
parts of the ancient pagan world. The All Saints Day celebration which 
was adhered to by many denominations in honoring church martyrs 
both known and unknown, was (and is) inappropriate as it again attempts 
to Christianize a pagan celebration. The excuse rendered by church 
leadership centuries ago to supposedly justify “All Saints Day,” was that 
the day was taken back for the Lord from whence it was stolen by pa-
gans. This in itself demonstrates the foolishness within Christian 
religion excuses; for nothing is taken from God which is of necessity 
to be: recaptured, regained, restored, or retaliated against by man; thus 
the foolishness remains attempting to please God as by “works,” leading 
to but another act of foolish ritual and tradition within religion! 

Although the church has chosen to continue celebrating certain dates 
which should have been left to pagans, the fact of the matter remains 
that individual parents and believers will give account as to why they 
blindly followed the false leadership of those who claimed to serve God. 
Just because weak leadership has for generations led millions astray, the 
fact remains that millions allowed themselves to be led astray by failure 
to test the spirits to ascertain whether they were (and are) from God.1805 
The doctrine of demons warned against in the Scriptures, very much 
includes excuses (deceptions), for inappropriate behavior and adherence 
to un-righteous celebrations; as by false teaching and leadership cow-
ardice!1806 For parents and believers to think that dabbling in cult and 
occult activities of Satan’s realm cannot bring forth spiritual harm, is 
absurd to the extreme! To think that Satan will not take opportunities 
such as this to deceive not only us but also our children into taking the 

1805 1 John 4:1-6.
1806 1 Timothy 4:1-16.
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wide path to spiritual destruction, is to fall prey to Satan’s schemes and 
thereby spiritual defeat!1807 Please remember, my brothers and sisters, 
if what we are doing is not for Christ and the salvation of others, then 
it is against Him and the edification of others; for we either walk in the 
light of truth with Christ, or the darkness of demonic influence, for we 
cannot do both!1808 Are believers so immature within their faith that 
this cannot be realized? It is the responsibility of all believers in God 
to evidence the truth and walk therein! Are we doing this, or remaining 
content and complacent within religious delusion and ignorance? 

The origins of Halloween within the Christian religion entered by 
pagan celebrations; as the inappropriate was not denied for the sake of 
righteousness. Regarding “All Saints Day,” Roman Catholic leadership 
attempted to gain back the day which had been stolen by the Druids in 
celebration of the dead, by attributing the day to the remembrance of 
martyred saints, and “Pomona” the Roman goddess of fruit. Gaining 
back a day stolen by pagans as by their celebrations and doing so by 
way of excuses; does this sound “Christian” (Christ-like) in reasoning? 
The celebration unto “Samhain” (lord of the dead), was a celebration 
to mark the transition from summer to winter. This was the time of 
year when all aspects of summer harvest and work were being placed 
into standby for the approaching winter months, and all but the breed-
ing stock of vegetation and beast were being prepared for the winter 
necessities. The feast was therefore a seasonal celebration which in-
cluded bonfires, feasts and animal sacrifices; which also included the 
necessity for divination in contacting the “Otherworld” for help in the 
transition of the seasons. This celebration was also a time when folks 
could supposedly connect with ancestors through offerings at the 
Samhain ritualistic festival.  

We must remember that most such festivals were derived from belief 
that different gods were responsible for the changing seasons. The dif-
ferent ritualistic festivals to pagan gods of such beliefs (Polytheism) 
have no place within Christianity, which is the basis of faith in one true 
God. Compromise is truly not an option, lest we fall prey to the ruler 
of the world (Satan) who definitely gets involved in worldly rituals! The 

1807 2 Corinthians 11:2, 3, 12-15.
1808 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1. 
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festivals of Samhain (October 31) and Beltane (May 1) are the two most 
evil of days in regard to the Celtic pagan world. In the way in which 
they (Satanists and devil worshippers) hold these days as special in an 
unholy way; believers within the Christian religion hold Easter and 
Christmas as special days regarding holiness. Both distinctions are de-
rived from intentional or inadvertent failures to respect God, and/or 
more so uphold worship of God in spirit and in truth! No such cele-
brations are of any spiritual benefit, but rather lead only to disruption, 
distraction, and the wickedness of fleshly delusive indulgence.1809 

Another aspect of Halloween which is ignorantly followed is the 
carving of pumpkins (jack-o-lantern). Initially during the Samhain ritual, 
turnips (gourds) were carved and then lighted with candles; which was 
to light the way for deceased loved ones. The turnip (gourd) or pumpkin 
was carved to resemble the image of the loved one; or a picture (portrait) 
was placed by the carved lantern. This is the basis for the carving of 
jack-o-lanterns in the ritual of Halloween. Because this involves divi-
nation in supposed attempts to reach deceased loved ones, this obviously 
has no place anywhere in the life of Christians! With actual understand-
ing as to the origins of carved gourds, turnips and pumpkins; I believe 
anyone can realize why pumpkins should never be sold at Christian re-
ligion congregational structures, so as to assist believers in being led 
astray within the celebration of Halloween! To step into darkness for 
any reason, is to journey in darkness until the inappropriate reason has 
been completed; no one wandering in darkness can see clearly, for the 
imperative light of truth is intentionally rejected!1810 

It is terrible how multitudes blindly follow pagan rituals, never hav-
ing known the reason or ramifications of doing so; for failure to 
investigate origins prior to participation is blatantly stupid, as multitudes 
believe falsehoods and follow blindly without consideration of disobe-
dience to: the Lord, the Gospel, commandments, and standards! What 
kind of love for God does adherence to foolishness emphasize? As with 
the ritual of Samhain where different aspects of tradition supposedly 
allow communication with those of the “Otherworld,” so also forms of 
divination and witchcraft yet exist in forms of worldly religion (pur-

1809 Galatians 4:1-11; Colossians 2:20-23.
1810 Luke 11:32-36; John 1:1-5; 3:16-21; 8:12; 12:35, 36; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 

Ephesians 5:6-17.
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gatory; mediums). Please understand that “Christians” are to have no 
part (nothing whatsoever to do) with the “Otherworld”! There is no 
exception; for such exceptions are of evil and lead to wicked behavior! 
Think about it and remember, it does not matter what we have been 
told to do, or what others would expect or may think of us; what matters 
is that we test all things in accordance to humble obedience unto God, 
for we (individually) are the ones who will give account!1811 In addition, 
parents will render account unto the Lord for leading or allowing their 
adolescent children toward delusive deeds of darkness! Which is more 
important, the thinking processes, emotions, and expectations of others, 
or the manifestation of God’s righteousness within us?1812 Only the de-
votional and humbly obedient will be led by the Lord; and as only those 
led righteously by the Lord are His legitimate children, examining one-
self in the light of truth is extremely wise advice! 

Communion & Baptism 
To better understand what is to follow regarding communion and bap-
tism, it is necessary to realize that Jesus was sent solely to the lost sheep 
of Israel; also, that He sent the Apostles initially (solely) unto the Israelites 
as well.1813 Because Jesus came during the Biblical dispensation of the 
“Law” so as to redeem those born under the Law (Israelites and prose-
lytes); a distinction must be made as to a difference between the Jews 
and the Gentiles during the different dispensations.1814 Failure in making 
this distinction, leads to believing the Body of Christ (Jews and Gentiles 
alike—Acts 15:7-11; Romans 10:8-13) to be within the same prophesies 
and blessings which were and will again be for Israel alone.1815  

The words spoken in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John), are words directed to the nation of Israel; with exception of 
words regarding moral and ethical standards! Although the Synoptic 
Gospels hold much information referencing the lineage and ministry 
of Jesus which is of great importance, many standards set forth in these 
Gospels are not for the Body of Christ (Church)! What is considered 
to be the Great Commission for the Body of Christ is actually the Great 

1811 Romans 2:1-16; 2 Corinthians 10:1-5; John 12:46-50; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10.
1812 Romans 3:21-31; 2 Corinthians 5:14-6:10; cf. Philippians 1:6-2:16.
1813 Matthew 10:1-6; 15:24.
1814 Galatians 4:4, 5; cf. Romans 6:1-23.
1815 Romans 11:1-36.
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Commission for Messianic believers within the house of Israel (Matthew 
28:19, 20); this as the Israelites were to be reached with the good news 
of the Gospel, throughout the world, to all points of which they had 
been scattered. Prior to Christ’s First Advent, and after Christ’s Second 
Advent, the nation of Israel was and will be set apart from all others ac-
cording to the purpose and will of God. During this dispensation of 
grace, the nation of (non-Messianic) Israel has been set aside tempo-
rarily; therefore the standards for Israelite evangelism of times past and 
times future are not necessary standards for evangelism within the Body 
of Christ. Two different dispensations, thus different standards of “go 
therefore.” The Dispensation of grace (mystery) was revealed with the 
ministry of the Apostle Paul; along with the mystery being revealed, 
came a completely new distinction! 
 

Much of the confusion within most pulpit proclamations, which •
leads to misunderstanding of the Gospel, comes from arrogance 
within past church leadership in believing that the church has 
replaced Israel as God’s chosen people. Within this, the 
appropriate distinctions of the Gospel are rejected; so as to 
make comparisons with Israel which do not actually exist!  

COMMUNION 

A great Biblical emphasis within the participation in the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion), is the necessity for unity one with another (common 
union) within the Body of Christ. This necessity of union amongst be-
lievers was greatly emphasized by the Apostle Paul; this demonstrated 
by the apostle’s statements of judging and examining oneself rightly 
prior to participation.1816 Participation in the Lord’s Supper is to be as 
“one” within the Body, therefore emphasis is easily rendered that selfish-
ness and Christianity are opposed one to the other; especially in a church 
(ekklaysia) setting! The Lord’s Supper was reiterated by the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter 11, with the specific of unity emphasized 
for the reason that the Lord Jesus is to be the primary focus and con-
sideration of the act of remembrance; as He is remembered within unity 
and love. 
 

1816 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.
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Within this physical act of remembering the Lord until His •
return, it must be understood that this is not a “religious 
sacrament,” but rather a unified focus and emphasis upon the 
one true Lord and Savior. The physical realm means and 
emphasis within this act of remembrance is necessary, in context 
of the Lord’s Supper being performed with others within the 
Body of Christ; as by this we lovingly unite in remembrance of 
our Lord, and proclamation of His death until He returns (vs. 
26, 27). 

 
If and when believers cannot band together as one, even in remembrance 
of our Lord, then further separations derived from selfish ambitions 
and behavior is sure to occur. “Christians” are all members of the same 
Body, with greater honor being upon the weaker members; this to il-
lustrate how unity will edify all as through humility.1817 If stronger 
members within the Body of Christ dishonor other members who are 
considered to be of lesser value (although not), then the dishonor put 
forth is actually against Christ our Lord. We are all of the same unleav-
ened loaf and Body, therefore disunity ought not to be! Do our actions 
demonstrate unity or disunity? Does denominationalism demonstrate 
unity or disunity pertaining to the entire Body of Christ?1818 The em-
phasis made by the Apostle Paul was within his epistles to the Corinth 
believers, for it was here that disunity (even in the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper) was prevalent.1819 Although disunity exists within the 
Body of Christ even to this day, when all believers maintain understand-
ing of having worth within the Body only by the grace of God, then 
this disunity will cease to occur through righteous humility! Pride and 
arrogance have no place in the Body of Christ; for the former (pride) 
causes opposition to God, and the latter (arrogance) emphasizes failure 
to utilize the measure of faith rendered by the Lord!1820 

 
May I say before continuing, that the word “Communion” is •
appropriate within the context that a “common union” should 
exist between believers; when the common union remains 

1817 1 Corinthians 12:1-27.
1818 1 Corinthians 3:1-11.
1819 1 Corinthians 11:17-22.
1820 Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-3, specific v. 3; James 4:1-10, specific v. 6.
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devotionally focused upon the Lord Jesus. I do not prefer to 
utilize the word “Communion” but rather the words—“Lord’s 
Supper,” for the latter is the basis of appropriate focus during 
the act of remembrance.  
The word “Communion” is more so pertaining to an aspect of •
Sacrament than actual union (unity) within the body. Within 
this, Communion pertains more so to religious doctrine 
regarding: transubstantiation, consubstantiation, and the un-
biblical receiving of grace as by merit; thus by concept of the 
“Communion” origins, it pertains to religion vice sincerity of 
love within the relationship! 
I could understand utilizing the word “Communion” when •
pertaining to the Lord’s Supper, if the actual union of believers 
was indwelt within sincere love, devotion, and faith in God; yet 
with the actual emphasis of the “Sacrament” being one of a 
religious nature (rote), and thus union within religion rather 
than the appropriate relationship which should exist between 
believers without the foolishness of manmade doctrines and 
rituals, I prefer to utilize the words “Lord’s Supper,” for this 
negates the necessity for either Catholic or Reformed 
traditions. 

 
Colossians 2:8-10: See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tra-
dition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ. For in Him all the full-
ness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been 
made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 

 
The Lord’s Supper is symbolic of the body and blood of Christ. The 
action is for the purpose of proclaiming what Christ has done for us in 
the giving of Himself.1821 This is not to say that the bread and wine ac-
tually become the body and blood of Christ (transubstantiation), for to 
assume this is to attempt a spiritually based act of remembrance derived 
from love, as by a physical realm observance considered in the flesh. 
We celebrate our Lord by faith, not by sight; although aspects in the 

1821 1 Corinthians 11:24-26.
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physical realm are utilized within the purpose of remembrance (bread 
and wine).  

The blood of the Lord Jesus was shed for all humanity. The New 
Covenant was not solely made with the Body of Christ in this context, 
although the New Covenant is “in His blood.”1822 Paul understanding 
this fact identifies that the covenant is truly in the blood of Christ, for 
no other blood was ever shed for humanity—“once for all.” This illus-
trates that Paul was not under the standards of evangelism (doctrine 
and tradition) which were set forth for the Apostles regarding Israelites 
in the Great Commission! This was proof that Jesus is Lord of all who 
believe; therefore Gentiles are in the New Covenant by being in Christ; 
this in a sense of being grafted in, for the blood shed applies to the en-
tirety of redemption.1823 We must be careful to distinguish the divisions 
of the dispensations, while also taking care to distinguish the connec-
tions. The Church (Body of Christ) is not in the New Covenant as by 
religious doctrine; rather by: faith, relationship, and the blood of the 
Lamb.1824 

Because it is the blood of the One which was shed for all humanity 
and within the covenant of His blood all are united in Him, the obser-
vance of the Lord’s Supper is for all who believe. In this there is no 
distinction between Jew and Gentile. In the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, we are to remember and proclaim Him; looking forward to His 
future return, for He is the hope of our calling.1825 Being of those within 
the Body of Christ (Jews and Gentiles alike), we look forward to His 
heavenly kingdom; whereas those within the nation of Israel who have 
not accepted Jesus as the Messiah of promise, look forward to His king-
dom upon the earth (millennial kingdom), in fulfillment of covenant 
promise (triumphant return). In either case—we all look forward to His 
return unto righteous reign! 

BAPTISM / CIRCUMCISION 

This is one area, that many divisions have come forth within Christian 
religious doctrine; this as distinguished from “sound doctrine.”1826 Water 

1822 Romans 11:25-32; Luke 22:15-20.
1823 Ephesians 4:1-6, emphasis v. 5; Romans 3:21-31; 8:12-17; 11:11-24; Galatians 3:15-29.
1824 1 Peter 2:1-10; Titus 3:3-8.
1825 1 Corinthians 11:26-32; Ephesians 1:1-23.
1826 2 Timothy 4:1-4.
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baptism is the sign within the New Covenant which replaced the sign 
of circumcision within the Old Covenant amongst the Jews. The insti-
tution of baptism was taught by Jesus to his disciples during His earthly 
spoken ministry; this during the Dispensation of the Law! The initial 
baptism taught by Jesus was apparently very similar to the baptism of 
John the Baptist (John 4:1-3). Clearly and distinctively water baptism 
for the Jews was instituted by Christ after His resurrection before the 
ascension.1827  

Baptism was instituted by Jesus as part of the Great Commission 
immediately prior to His ascension; also water baptism was continually 
practiced by the Apostles subsequent to that time. The significance of 
being engrafting into Christ is to receive fully: the forgiveness of sins 
by His blood, regeneration by the Holy Spirit, adoption, resurrection 
to everlasting life, and engagement to be the Lord’s own. The Biblical 
data is very good for engrafting into Christ, for this is mentioned in 
Scripture especially in connection with Jesus’ death, burial and resur-
rection. All believers baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death.1828 This baptism is the means by which identification is made 
with Christ; demonstrating having died to sin with Him. The key here 
is that we are engrafted into Christ through baptism (indwelling) of the 
Holy Spirit! We are baptized into union with Christ; and in this context 
of baptism into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit, there is no dis-
tinction between Jew and Gentile.1829 

In a like manner as we have all been circumcised with Christ in our 
separation from the sinful nature of the flesh, we have also maintained 
our identification with Christ by our walking in newness of life.1830 
These passages demonstrate spiritual baptism; not water baptism! There 
is a close linking in the New Testament between the outward sign of 
water baptism which signifies purification and cleansing, and the inward 
washing of the Holy Spirit which effects purification and cleansing from 
sin. Spiritual baptism of the Holy Spirit allows our union (identification) 
with Christ; in which all the benefits of redemption are received; in our 
having been sealed for the day of redemption!1831 The baptism of the 

1827 Mark 16:9-18.
1828 Romans 6:3-7.
1829 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Galatians 3:21-29.
1830 Colossians 2:9-17; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
1831 Ephesians 4:30-32.
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Holy Spirit and the inward washing and uniting with Christ, is sym-
bolized by the outward washing (water baptism); with this symbol (water 
baptism) being consistent with rituals and ceremonies of the nation of 
Israel within the Old Covenant. For this reason water baptism is a part 
of Christ’s Great Commission to the Messianic Jews. 

Water baptism being an open sign of repentance and cleansing from 
one’s sins, and circumcision being a separation from the penis of the 
excess foreskin (prepuce); each indicates a separation regarding the flesh 
(physical realm). In both the Old and New Testaments, the Lord called 
upon His people to cleanse their hearts from carnal desires.1832 In this 
manner of reference, circumcision is described as regeneration and a 
cleansing of the heart, for we are to allow ourselves to be circumcised 
(cut away) from the world and fleshly influence, unto the Lord (Holy 
Spirit’s work of sanctification).1833 This must occur within all believers, 
for the time is coming when the Lord will punish all those who are cir-
cumcised only in the flesh; therefore, all who fail to go beyond religious 
ceremonies involving the flesh within the spiritual potential according 
to the kind intention of God’s volition, will give account for having 
failed in this regard.1834 It must be reiterated at this point—within God’s 
drawing process which “draws” individuals to the reality of the Christ 
(glory of Christ), is a divine work which “draws” individuals unto a spir-
itual reality potential by righteous activation of the measure of faith 
which was given to each, which “draws” them away from bondage to 
the flesh (definitive sanctification); whereas, within the spiritual potential 
individuals are led and nurtured forward to God’s upward call in Christ 
Jesus, which henceforth includes a growth away from the flesh and world 
(progressive sanctification) which is from the Holy Spirit (God) alone. 
It is this divine work of God by which we are “circumcised” (cut away) 
from the bondage to carnality which had denied us the spiritual reality 
potential; for within God’s divine work is found the potential for “de-
votion” which allows righteous motivation to continue following the 
Lord’s righteous leadership, and receive the nurturing necessary to 
persevere during further spiritual endeavors!1835 Without the divine 
work of God (drawing process; definitive and progressive sanctification) 

1832 Jeremiah 4:1-4; cf. James 4:3-6.
1833 Romans 2:23-29; Galatians 5:1-12; Philippians 3:1-6.
1834 Exampled—Jeremiah 9:20-26.
1835 Philippians 3:1-14; John 14:16, 17; 15:13-15; 1 John 4:1-6.
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there can be no actual spiritual potential within God’s righteousness; 
for without God’s divine spiritual work, individuals only possess that 
which is of carnal beliefs and endeavor (religiosity), and thus that which 
is of physical realm worship! Once again—it is wise advice that everyone 
test, judge and examine themselves, to witness whether they are actually 
within the spiritual relational reality; within which we are saved and led 
by the Lord!1836 

Throughout the Old Testament, the ceremonial acts of the Jews 
were to inevitably point them to the necessity of faith; for the Levitical 
Law was but a tutor! As afore noted in the Scriptures listed, an inward 
devotion was to be put forth by all who confessed faith in the Lord; for 
inward devotion is by faith. The circumcision of the flesh which was 
the sign of the Old Covenant was replaced with a circumcision of the 
heart within the dispensation of grace. The water baptism for the Jews 
within the dispensation of the Law was replaced with the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit into the death of Christ within the dispensation of grace. 
The physical aspects of worship were replaced with spiritual worship 
foundational to disciplined devotion!1837 This is a point which cannot 
be emphasized enough; especially when ritualistic religion attempts 
precedence! God had continually prepared the Jews to walk by faith, 
yet in their continuation of walking by sight—the lesson had yet con-
tinued as by the Great Commission involving water baptism; this only 
to the point of Israel` having been set aside temporarily. Believers in 
this Dispensation of Grace are to walk by faith; therefore aside from 
the one observance of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance and procla-
mation of Jesus` death until He comes, no physical aspects of worship 
are necessary, appropriate, or required for those under grace!1838  
 

It should be understood—when the Israelites were temporarily •
set aside because of their disobedience in failing to accept the 
Messiah of promise, water baptism was no longer necessary, 
warranted, or appropriate within the Body of Christ; for the 
Gentile church and the nation of Israel are not synonymous 
within different dispensations; although now during this 

1836 Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; 2 Corinthians 13:4-8.
1837 John 4:20-24; Romans 11:1-10:; 12:1-3; Galatians 4:1-11; cf. Hebrews 12:1-11.
1838 1 Corinthians 1:10-2:5; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9.
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dispensation of grace there is no longer a distinction, as all 
members (legitimate children) of the Body of Christ must be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit and thereby sealed for the day of 
redemption, in order to be saved from the wages of sin which is 
death!  
It should also be understood—when physical realm religious •
rituals and traditions continue within worship of God who is 
spirit, the result actually hinders ability to walk by faith; for such 
things are temporal, therefore irrelevant regarding the spiritual 
relational reality.1839 

Physical realm worship (religion) fuels the emotional stature ◦
of the flesh, thereby hindering growth within the spirit; thus 
“religion” (although prevalent upon the earth) actually is the 
greatest hindrance to individual’s spiritual relationships with 
God; for by religion “walking by faith” is reduced to but a 
concept! 

PERSONAL FINDINGS ON INFANT BAPTISM: 

I would like to explain my understanding as to how, from where, and 
why infant water baptism entered into Christian religious practice 
within several denominations. I render this so as to clarify ways in which 
conjecture and assumptions tend to confuse simplicity of devotion to 
Christ; leading to traditions and observances being practiced by—rote. 

Many Christian denominations practice infant baptism. The majority 
of the churches at the time of the Reformation had obscured and/or 
abandoned the notion of justification by grace through faith. This led 
to the idea of merit (works) for a basis of salvation becoming predom-
inant in the church. As Christians who seek to handle accurately the 
word of truth; we therefore must be careful to seek fulfillment of God’s 
righteousness, when the many choose to do whatever they feel appro-
priate (vague thinking / emotional worship / mysticism).1840 Because 
many do it, we should give heed to our reluctance; while taking the 
time to test all things to the Gospel! We must make sure if we reject a 
majority view point, that we do so because the majority has gone astray 
from the Gospel standards of spiritual reality.  

1839 1 Corinthians 2:1-3:9; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.
1840 2 Timothy 2:14-19; Romans 10:1-4.
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“Christianity” being the essence of an individual relationship •
with God by which the Lord is able to both will and work for 
His own good pleasure, dictates personal devotion unto one’s 
Lord, as by evidencing the truth and adherence thereto. With 
love for one another within the Body of Christ, we speak the 
truth in love; yet as our love is first and foremost for the Lord 
our God, we stay from corruption, coercion and compromise, 
lest having gone astray with the majority we also are no longer 
able to walk within the light of truth (1 John 1:1-7; Ephesians 
5:1-17; Colossians 1:9-23). 

 
During the third century there was widespread performing of infant 
water baptism. Because water baptism is an open sign of repentance 
from one’s sins, and children under the age of accountability cannot 
rightfully or justly comprehend the essence of repentance, baptizing 
them makes no sense Biblically. The Scripture states clearly how infants 
and/or children beneath the age of accountability are sanctified: 
 

Parents are to teach their children in the admonitions of the •
Lord; equally so as by the fruits of their own relationship with 
God (Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 5:22-6:4). This is not a request. 
Children are sanctified by one or both of their believing parents •
(1 Corinthians 7:10-24; specific v. 14).  

VIEWPOINT 

The hermeneutics of continuity to the Reformed believer is—whatever 
is not explicitly fulfilled or done away with in the New Covenant con-
tinues to be binding. Whether that refers to promises, obligations or 
benefits; blessings and obligations of the Old Covenant remain in effect 
in the New Covenant; unless they are specifically fulfilled or abrogated. 

The hermeneutics of discontinuity as practiced by many denomina-
tional believers is—the New Covenant is entirely new ground from the 
Old Covenant. The New Covenant is a replacement for the Old 
Covenant and anything that is not specifically reiterated in the New 
Covenant is by definition passé and done away with. It is on this basis 
that much of the discussion hinges.  
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The hermeneutic of discontinuity is basically irrelevant in •
regard to infant baptism, for righteously dividing the Word of 
truth is essential and warranted in all situations.  
The hermeneutic of continuity holds true for: proper worship, •
proper attitude regarding obedience, and proper actions on the 
part of Christians even in the present age; regarding morality.  

 
The greater distinguishing factor to be considered is in the instructional 
standards rendered by God for the different dispensations. If the in-
struction rendered is horizontal and thus applicable for this dispensation 
of grace, then it is to be heeded. If the instruction is regarding the 
Mosaic Law or the nation of Israel within the dispensation of the Law, 
aside from the Ten Commandments (moral and appropriate standards), 
then it is to be disregarded as a standard for the Body of Christ within 
this dispensation of grace. The hermeneutics of continuity and discon-
tinuity are confusing when they are considered aside from accurately 
dividing the Gospel (orthotomew—to cut straight), and extreme care 
must be taken when attempting associations between covenants for the 
purpose of proving one’s own: doctrines, theory, philosophy, or precepts.  

The perfect moral law of God found throughout the Scriptures, dem-
onstrates the love, grace, and mercy of God; also guidelines which God 
has always held as necessary for each of those who trust in Him.1841 The 
hermeneutics of continuity and discontinuity as with all theories of ex-
planation by man must fall within the standards set forth by the Lord 
our God. In our walk we will both submit and yield to follow Him into 
understanding, servanthood and blessing, or we will seek our own path 
which leads to confusion and spiritual failure. With the Scripture stat-
ing—a child’s sanctification being by the faith of their parent or parents, 
the matter is settled! Attempting to hold continuity between circumcision 
on the eighth day after birth and baptism, both of which are Jewish cus-
toms, is irrelevant; as circumcision was by Law, water baptism was an 
ordinance, and both are for Israelites by standard and instruction.1842 

The New Testament evidences eleven instances of Christian baptism, 
none of which specifically mention the baptizing of infants. This in itself 

1841 James 1:21-25.
1842 cf. Genesis 17:10-14; Matthew 3:7-9; 10:1-6; 15:24; 28:18-20.
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cannot be the basis to rule out infant baptism, for although instances 
mention men and women being baptized, rarely in Scripture is notation 
made in regard to specifics about infants. Also in our seeking answers 
to this question, in no case are infants exclusively excluded when they 
are assumed to be present. We therefore must seek to answer this ques-
tion in accordance to that which is revealed within Scripture, by 
comparison and appropriate context. Water baptism is the baptism of 
repentance; thus an open sign that someone who had once faced God 
will volitionally turn back to God. 

There are many reasons why some denominations claim that infant 
baptism is Biblically sound; yet in no specific passage of Scripture is in-
fant baptism noted for reference. There are Scripture passages which 
speak of groups believing (Acts 10:44-48; 18:5-10; 19:1-5); and three 
passages reference household baptisms: 
 

The household of Lydia (Acts 16:14, 15). •
 The household of the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:27-34). •
 The household of Stephanus (1 Corinthians 1:12-17). •

 
The basis for denominations believing that infants were baptized in the 
New Testament, is based (in my opinion) on conjecture and misinter-
pretation. Now stated are views regarding the legitimacy of infant 
baptism, and personal Biblical observations regarding said views. 
 

(View) All who were once under the Law of circumcision in the Old 1.
Testament as a sign for believers, were now under the sign (baptism) 
of the New Testament covenant (Genesis 17:10-14).  

(Observation) In this case they have failed to realize the •
difference between the circumcision of the flesh and that of the 
heart (Colossians 2:9-17; 1 Peter 3:17-22); as these differences 
are distinctive between physical realm religion (Law; tutor), 
and the spiritual realm relationship (by faith) (Galatians 3:19-
25). Boys were the only infants who participated in the 
circumcision of the Old Covenant; in baptism there is 
involvement by both genders. 

 
(View) Mention of household baptisms likely included some infants. 2.
Pertinent Scriptures aforementioned.  
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(Observation) In this case they have failed to realize the •
necessity of trusting God by faith, of which an infant is not 
capable (Acts 18:8; Romans 10:8-13; John 3:5-8); nor is an 
infant capable of personal knowledge of sin, or repentance there 
from (Acts 2:37-40; Psalm 25:4-10). 

 
(View) Jesus’ welcomed and blessed children (Mark 10:13-16).  3.

(Observation) In no way can Jesus welcoming children unto •
Himself and affectionately embracing them, be construed as a 
basis for water baptism. 

 
(View) In the Old Testament children were expected to participate 4.
in covenant renewal ceremonies; for this involved the entire family 
(Deuteronomy 29:10-13; Joshua 8:32-35).  

(Observation) The covenant renewal ceremonies were for the •
purpose of sanctification (being set apart) unto the Lord (Joel 
2:12-17). Infants are sanctified (made holy) by one or both 
believing parents (1 Corinthians 7:14). In this, those who 
believe in infant baptism yet fail to understand the abounding, 
intricate lovingkindness and grace of God (Psalm 71:1-8); for 
witnessing the immensity and wonder of God by faith is 
hindered by a carnal mindset! 

 
I have failed to find any Scripture evidence to verify the legitimacy of 
infant baptism. Such Scriptures as Acts 2:39 have been sighted (View) 
to illustrate the blessing children would receive as being—baptism, or 
being derived from baptism (Observation). This is not correct, for the 
promise spoken of in this passage is the gift of the Holy Spirit; whom 
is received by faith.1843 Is an infant capable of reason regarding sin, and 
faith in that which is unseen; or are all human infants completely de-
pendent upon their parents? No matter how deeply I searched for 
meaning as to baptizing infants, I have found no evidence that infant 
baptism is anything but a human tradition which has no Biblical merit. 
Our taking focus away from that which is revealed to us by our Lord, 
leads to many philosophical tangents and other inappropriate things; 
as human creative thinking (carnal mindset) leads to false hopes being 

1843 Acts 2:33-39, emphasis vs. 33, 38.
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rendered within the delusive nature of religion.1844 Please remember, 
the relational reality within which we are adopted and saved by God is 
spiritual (Christianity); whereas the Christian religion (as with all reli-
gions) is carnal, as it (they) are all physical realm mimics which attempt 
to emulate the spiritual reality! 

Other than by the faith of one or both believing parents, I am un-
aware Biblically as to how an infant is sanctified; although realizing the 
immense mercy and lovingkindness of the Lord (spiritually), I am quite 
certain that a physical realm “sign” (baptism) can render no answers! 
The compassion that the Lord has for His children (young and old) 
and infants is abounding with lovingkindness and grace! I do know that 
God does not want His little ones to perish, and because He is the es-
sence of love they are in His embrace, and in our prayers.1845 Just as 
many times in the Old Testament accounts of deliverance by the Lord 
unto His chosen ones, I believe that God delivers infants and toddlers 
until the age of accountability by His grace; yet beyond the age of ac-
countability the individual must decide for themselves, whether or not 
they will accept the atonement and authority of Christ. In such a case, 
our attempts to help are futile and inappropriate, therefore infant bap-
tism (in my opinion) is not Biblical.1846 In addition, the open sign of 
water baptism which was the sign of the New Covenant for the Jews 
until the nation was temporarily set aside became null and void at that 
time; therefore beyond circa 46-52 A.D. the entire matter of water bap-
tism for anyone is irrelevant, for the legitimate children of God are 
baptized with the Holy Spirit and thereby sealed for the day of redemp-
tion!1847 Once again—the divine work of God remains the imperative 
for salvation, and fulfillment of spiritual potential and successes! 

Scripture reiterates that God will bless children through the faith 
and obedience of one or both parents; Scripture also dictates (demands) 
that children are to be taught the admonitions of God during rearing.1848 
Job was meticulous in offering up sacrifices for his children because he 
knew not of their transgressions, yet in love offered sacrifices for re-
pentance in their stead. This love of Job for his children, demonstrates 

1844 Isaiah 29:8-19; Romans 8:1-30, mindset—vs. 5-11.
1845 1 John 4:7-19.
1846 Psalm 78:1-8.
1847 Ephesians 4:4-6.
1848 Exampled—Psalm 103:1-22; Deuteronomy 4:8-10; Genesis 18:17-19; cf. Ephesians 6:1-4.
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how God remains our focus even within our love for our own children! 
Isaac received the blessings from God which had been promised to 
Abraham, which in fact were passed down.1849 Jacob also received the 
blessings which were passed then to him from Abraham through 
Isaac.1850 The blessings of the Davidic Covenant were passed down to 
David’s natural children.1851 Presumption was never allowed; parents 
were to teach their children the instruction (admonitions) of the Lord, 
and were never to assume the children would learn these things and 
follow God on their own during the rearing years!1852 

 
Teaching one’s children the admonitions and instruction of the •
Lord is truly foundational upon one’s devotion for God; for if a 
parent truly loves the Lord, they will proclaim their love for 
Him to their children at all times by both word and deed. While 
a child is yet in the rearing years within the household of the 
parents, it is the parent’s responsibility to discipline the children 
within the standards as set forth by God; lest the children be led 
astray by the distractions of the world, and/or by foolish 
adolescent pride. Laziness and/or cowardice in parenting within 
a “Christian” household are not an option; lest the ruler of the 
world (Satan) gain victory within the home! 

 
Old Testament covenant parents were to apply the sign of the covenant 
to their male children; the sign of—circumcision. All male children who 
were in covenant with God were to be circumcised as a sign of that cov-
enant union.1853 Parents were to teach their children the admonitions 
of God and the necessity of separateness from non-believers; in doing 
so they would be protecting them from the wiles of unbelief.1854 The 
Biblical principle is that those who are united with the Lord in covenant 
faithfulness are to walk in obedience to the moral standards set forth 
by God; without compromise or excuse!1855 The Lord wants our heart-

1849 Genesis 26:2-6.
1850 Genesis 28:10-16.
1851 1 Kings 11:9-13, 31-39; 15:1-6; 2 Kings 8:16-19; 2 Chronicles 21:4-7; Psalm 89:3-37.
1852 Deuteronomy 6:4-25.
1853 Genesis 17:9-14; Exodus 4:24-26.
1854 Nehemiah 13:23-31; cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
1855 Exampled—Exodus 20:1-17; Leviticus 26:1-46; Nehemiah 1:8-11; John 14:15-26; 15:1-17.
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felt devotion (physical and spiritual loyalty), which we are then to pass 
to our children as appropriate standards for life! Too many parents 
throughout history have attempted to bypass their responsibility of liv-
ing and speaking their faith to their children, instead they rely upon an 
ordinance (baptism) believing this to sanctify their child. Nothing takes 
the place of appropriate instruction and discipline to a child, upon their 
reaching an age by which they may understand! 

The New Testament applies the provisions of the Abrahamic 
Covenant; for by faith believers are adopted into the family of God. It 
is by being in Christ (by faith) that believers are the offspring of 
Abraham, for Christ is the offspring and we are in Him!1856 Within 1 
Corinthians 10:1-4 passages reference is made to all Israel being bap-
tized into Moses, in the cloud and in the sea. All of Israel included: the 
adults, young people, and the infants. In this statement by the Apostle 
Paul, reference is made that the nation of Israel was to be united with 
(baptized into) Moses as their leader, for his (Moses`) leadership and 
testimony was confirmed by God—in the cloud.1857 This is a basis of 
spiritual context, for by faith we trust God and those He has sent; al-
though some need signs in order to believe; yet does a necessary physical 
sign actual indicate “faith”?!1858 

New Testament believers are buried with Christ into His death and 
this by faith within one’s spirit; for by faith we receive sanctification, 
which brings forth spiritual growth (maturity) by the grace of God.1859 
Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit we are implanted together with 
Christ, therefore we are crucified with Him. Although the 1 Corinthians 
10:2 passage may be used to signify a form of water baptism, in context 
to what occurred at the Red (Reed) Sea, this would be inappropriate. It 
was imperative that the Israelites follow Moses to safety; therefore it 
was imperative that they trust him to be God’s servant of deliverance.1860 
If the nation had not trusted Moses they would have perished in their 
stagnancy and unbelief. In context to the surrounding Scripture passages 
(i.e. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13), the point to be made is that we are never 
to trust in our own devices, merits, philosophies, precepts, doctrines or 

1856 Luke 3:23-38; Romans 4:3, 9, 13-25; cf. 
1857 cf. Exodus 14:30, 31; Hebrews 3:1-6; cf. John 9:28-34.
1858 Exodus 4:1-9; Matthew 12:38-45; John 6:30-33; 20:24-29.
1859 Romans 6:1-14; Hebrews 10:1-18; Ephesians 2:1-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17.
1860 cf. Exodus 3:11-17.
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strengths; but rather in the Lord who is just, righteous, holy, loving, 
powerful and faithful.1861 Thus we trust not in ourselves, but in Him 
whose grace is sufficient!1862 Our loyalty to God is the context of the 
passage, for distraction and substitutions from this loyalty will lead to 
our falling. Have instituted ordinances been utilized for the purpose of 
evading loyalty rendered by faith? We must proclaim our faith always; 
sometimes with words! 

There are several passages of Scripture used to supposedly justify 
infant baptism, yet as aforementioned and confirmed by Scripture in 
context; I can find neither fact nor proof for any such justification of 
the practice. I try never to add nor take away from the Gospel, but 
rather seek to study that which has been revealed.1863 I find spending 
time studying that which is revealed is time well spent; whereas making 
insertions, removals, or alterations as to the Gospel for the sake of doc-
trine is never wise! Too many believers attempt to justify their own 
assertions by taking Scripture out of context; adult and infant baptism 
are but two of these examples, as distinction is not properly made be-
tween the Nation of Israel (Jews) and the Body of Christ (church). 

Tradition  
“Tradition” can be defined as the handing down of opinions, doctrines, 
practices, rites, customs, and intellectual understanding from generation 
to generation by oral communication. With a generalized definition of 
tradition afore plainly stated, let us now look to the basis of tradition 
in the church. Church tradition or the passing of oral standards, doc-
trines and practices; amount to the same totality as it did within the 
Jewish nation during the times of Roman dominion. Just as the Pharisees 
had continually added to the written Mosaic and Levitical Law and ex-
pected the nation to obey without question, so also are the traditions 
of the Christian religion (un-righteously revised church) followed today 
without question or rebuttal. The Pharisees continually arose against 
our Lord, because He refused to adhere to the oral law which had been 
added to the written Law of God. Jesus did not follow the oral law (tra-
ditions) of the Jewish leaders, because He knew that these oral laws 

1861 cf. Deuteronomy 7:1-26; 2 Corinthians 1:12-24; Colossians 2:1-10; 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-24; 2 Timothy 2:11-3:17; Ephesians 6:1-18.

1862 cf. 2 Corinthians 10:1-6; 12:1-10.
1863 Deuteronomy 4:1, 2; 29:29; Proverbs 30:1-14; Revelation 22:18, 19.
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were doing little more than keeping the nation in a state of confusion 
and bondage to their leaders; while causing them to transgress devo-
tional focus upon God.1864 In all this causing the people of the nation 
to transgress regarding God because of traditions, the leaders themselves 
did not follow the basis of their own teachings which they commanded 
of others.1865 Why does anyone listen to and follow hypocrites? The an-
swer is simple, true love for the Lord motivates sincerely devotional 
individuals to evidence the truth regarding all things at all times; un-
fortunately multitudes proclaim love for God, yet are without righteous 
devotional motivation; in this reality, where are the righteous works of 
God?!1866 We have been warned in the Scriptures not to be held captive 
by the doctrines, philosophy and elementary principals of the world.1867 
Therefore we must pause to consider a few pertinent factors: 
 

If the traditions followed within the church are indeed based upon 1.
a foundation of human principles as was the oral law (traditions) 
which the Pharisees and Scribes were passing down; are we not in 
jeopardy of being led astray from devotion to Christ much as was 
the nation of Israel?  

It is evident to see that many orthodox Jews have yet to realize •
that Jesus is and was the Messiah of promise; because they held 
(and hold) yet to physical realm religion and traditions.1868 Why 
then would we seek to be held in bondage by modern day 
religious doctrines, standards and traditions? With the Jewish 
nation being the chosen of God, they should have realized the 
fulfillment of prophesy in the Lord Jesus Christ more so than 
others; yet did not (Matthew 21:12-17; 23:37-39)! The root 
cause of disobedience regarding a relationship with God 
remains the same; for rather than seeking with devotional 
disciplined diligence the good, acceptable and perfect will of 
God, multitudes have maintained “self” based expectations 
foundational to religious assumption and conjecture, thereby 
holding falsely to wanton desires of what they expect from the 

1864 Matthew 5:17-20; 15:1-14; Mark 7:1-16; Luke 11:37-54.
1865 Matthew 23:1-39.
1866 John 1:14-18; 4:20-24; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10; Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 John 4:1-6.
1867 Colossians 2:6-23.
1868 2 Corinthians 3:4-18; John 1:1-11; John 8:42-47; Matthew 1:20-23.
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Lord, completely aloof knowledge of spiritual truth and the 
righteousness of God’s will! 

 
Because our Lord is omnipresent and is with us always; we should 2.
celebrate His wonderful presence in our lives each and every day by 
humble submission and devotion (Hebrews 13:1-21). Why do we 
kowtow to the standards of elemental world religion, by drawing 
close to our Lord but a few hours per week or days per year, as by 
following the standards and traditions of man? Are multitudes of 
believers so deceived and yet immature within religion, and seeking 
God in the flesh, so as to believe this pleases God (Isaiah 29:13-16; 
John 4:20-24; Galatians 4:1-11)? 

The answer to this lies in the fact that we (humans) are •
creatures of habit. When specific days and dates are set up 
which are celebrations of mechanical routine (rote); we follow 
these for it is in our nature (of habit) to do so. Sin is also in our 
nature, shall we continue to sin for the same reason (habit); may 
it never be! What does it mean to “COME OUT FROM 
THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE” (2 Corinthians 6:17)? 
What does it mean to—“CLEANSE OURSELVES FROM 
ALL DEFILEMENT OF FLESH AND SPIRIT” (2 
Corinthians 7:1; cf. 6:14-7:1)? What does it mean to—“TEST 
THE SPIRITS TO SEE WHETHER THEY ARE FROM 
GOD” (1 John 4:1-6)? What does it mean to—“WALK BY 
FAITH; NOT BY SIGHT” (2 Corinthians 5:1-9)? 

 
Because the aforementioned information is a matter of historic and 3.
present-day fact; obviously the bases of the traditions have been 
changed to suit the church’s desire to maintain the tradition, rather 
than being separate from all that distracts away from truth. Can we 
truly trust that our forefathers passed down appropriate traditions 
so as to spiritually edify the body of believers (Romans 8:18-30; 1 
Corinthians 10:23-11:1)? In traditions as taught, are we being held 
in bondage to our flesh (creatures of religious habit), or are we gain-
ing victory in our spirit in accordance to God’s righteous leadership 
(which then disciplines the flesh) through faith (1 Corinthians 9:15-
27; Hebrews 12:4-11; 1 John 5:1-12)? 
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Many spiritual leaders within the Christian religion insist on being 4.
referred to by certain names. Some insist that they be referred to 
as “Reverend”; yet spiritually our Lord is the only One deserving 
of reverence. Some insist on being called “father,” yet this is a direct 
violation of the Gospel and against the Word of our Lord; when 
stated in regard to human spiritual leadership (Matthew 23:9). Shall 
we go on listening to those who would insist upon reverence in one 
form or another, even though their traditions are in violation of 
Gospel standards; or shall we be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds (Romans 12:1, 2)? I am not saying that spiritual 
leadership is not necessary, but rather I am saying that all spiritual 
leadership is to point beyond “self” and the physical realm, unto 
the Lord (Who is spirit)! If spiritual leadership does not insist that 
focus remain upon the Lord, we must walk away from the selfishly 
foolish, and regain the necessary foundation of focus upon the 
Lord, through: disciplined devotion, study of the Gospel, and 
prayer (Romans 10:1-17; John 8:23-58; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; 
Hebrews 12:1-3)! 

Along the same lines as inappropriate names being utilized for •
men who have forgotten they are to be the chief servants in the 
congregation, comes the vanity which is found in many of the 
repetitions (i.e. Apostolic Greetings; etc.); which precede 
worship services. These types of repetitions in themselves are 
not completely inappropriate when one recites the Bible from a 
sincere heart; yet how many in the church today recite these 
repetitions each week with a pretense of devotional obedience 
and submission to God; when in fact there is none (by rote)? 
Important Note: Graven (sculpted or carved) images for use in •
worship is strictly forbidden in the Gospel. The crucifix which 
is utilized by many in their worship of God does no justice to 
the omnipotent, omniscient God which we serve. Never ever 
should a Christian utilize for worship any representation of the 
Lord, for this act attempts to limit God’s transcendence, or 
place it in question! Since having and utilizing for worship a 
crucifix is apostasy which borders on idol worship, any and all 
such practice of this tradition must cease; as also must any and 
all speaking or praying to angels or past tense (dead) saints! 
Brethren—it is not an option, nor open to debate as to 
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continuing traditions which utilize graven images or involve 
praying to anyone (dead or alive) other than the Lord God; for 
both are un-Biblical, while the latter is blatant harlotry and/or 
divination (praying to the dead)!1869 It must be remembered that 
an object of prayer is an object of worship! 

 
Because the Lord seeks that which is in our hearts (sincerity); must 5.
we continue with physical realm ritualistic worship as we have; for 
the sake of tradition (rote)? Would it not be more appropriate to 
maintain continual spiritual devotion and servanthood unto our 
Lord, and obedience to the Gospel (abiding)?1870 Although our 
priority should be to love and obey the Lord, have we allowed our 
light for Him to dim because of tradition; seeking favor from men 
and women, while seeking to establish our own righteousness?1871 

We know that Scripture is truly the word of God!1872 We know in 
our spirit that Scripture is rendered truth! Since we are assured of 
these things within our spirit by righteously actuated faith; do we 
trust the truth and obey the Lord, or do we doubt and act in 
disobedience because of the physical realm traditions of 
humankind?1873 

After I had realized the truth about physical realm traditions •
and the rituals which are adhered to within the Christian 
religion even to this day, and this by much study and historical 
research, I confirmed the truth with seminary scholars whom 
confirmed many of the facts which were aforementioned (of 
which they were aware). Being hopeful that there was a logical 
reason why the church continually remains within corruption 
and compromise; I asked why the truth is not proclaimed 
within congregations so as to allow individuals the opportunity 
to make their own informed decisions as to following 
traditions. I had hoped that a reasonable explanation was to be 
found, but rather was given the truthful statement of “we do 

1869 Deuteronomy 4:15-20; Exodus 20:4-6; Isaiah 40:12-31; Romans 1:18-25; Acts 7:39-43.
1870 John 8:31-36; 15:1-14; Philippians 4:4-13; Galatians 1:1-10; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21; 

1 John 2:20-29.
1871 Matthew 6:19-24; 22:36-40; Romans 10:1-4; 12:1-3.
1872 John 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.
1873 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.
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not want to let go of the flesh” by a seminary professor whom I 
love dearly (for he is a humble man who himself seeks truth at 
all times). When I have asked church ministers why they 
refused to proclaim the truth so as to give individuals of the 
congregation an opportunity to choose for themselves (with 
actual knowledge), I was told that people would be angered and 
would not return; thus money (mammon) and seeking favor 
from men and women has taken precedence over serving the 
Lord in truth. When will we stop serving mammon and the 
world within deception, and start serving our Lord of truth and 
light? I cannot at all condone nor agree with the “ignorance is 
bliss” mentality which remains prevalent by multitudes within 
religion; for actual knowledge and adherence to truth is 
necessary if we are to please the Lord within the spiritual 
realm, by faith!1874 
Can we be sure of that which we have been told by humankind? •
Can we be assured that the religious forefathers were not acting 
out of cowardice or being deceived when they gave in to the 
multitudes; rather than being more insistent upon necessary 
separateness from the ways of the world? How can we trust in 
traditions which have been passed down by individuals who 
obviously did not test their tradition theories according to the 
Gospel, before handing them down through the ages? How can 
any tradition or ritual be followed blindly and without question, 
when the tradition in itself forsakes the righteous ways of the 
Lord, violates the Gospel truth, and potentially leads brethren 
into bondage; according to the elemental principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ?1875 Although many 
religious traditions are considered appropriately authorized 
because of denominational council findings and proclamations; 
how can humankind violate the imperative light of truth, for the 
sake of traditions which are not foundational to Biblical truth 
and standards! Every step taken away from the spiritual reality 
of a saving relationship with the Lord God of truth and light, 
are steps taken carnally in the darkness of evasion, disobedience 

1874 Hebrews 11:1-16; John 4:20-24.
1875 Colossians 2:1-10; Galatians 4:3-11.
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and deception; thus the volition of humankind as enticed from 
the demonic realm, once again believes that God can and will 
change to accept our decisions which do not consider His good, 
acceptable and perfect will, which is in accordance to God’s 
absolute holiness and righteousness! Any addition to 
worshipping God in spirit and in truth, are additions which 
attempt worship carnally in deception! Light or darkness, truth 
or deception; there is no gray zone within which God’s 
legitimate children may endeavor even for a moment! The Lord 
God sets the rules, regulations, standards, and commandments 
upon creation (creatures); it is not the creation (creatures) which 
designate: rules, regulations, standards, and commandments 
upon the Creator!1876 
I do not hold the answers, but the Gospel does! In my walk with •
the Lord (in accordance with His grace abounding masterful 
leadership), I have come to realize that a true disciple (leaned 
pupil) turns away from the inappropriate; and stays aloof 
henceforth; once he/she has come to knowledge of the truth.1877 

The information which has been presented here is the truth, 
and I speak it in love for the edification of my brothers and 
sisters in Christ. The choices we make either for or against the 
truth is our decision; while this is also a decision for or against 
Christ.1878 Please choose wisely whom you will follow, and/or 
serve; either the flesh or the Holy Spirit; mammon (secular 
prosperity) or God. The choice is ours to make! Please pray and 
ask the Lord for guidance in the light of truth, and remember 
that you are not alone in loving the Lord of truth and light; for 
a remnant of true disciples has always existed. Although the 
hearts of the many (multitudes) have grown cold toward our 
Lord, and this demonstrated by adherence to the inappropriate 
as by rote and the proclamations of religious humankind; the 
sincere unwavering love of the few yet makes a difference in this 
world of evil, self-centeredness, and carnality. Please—let’s make 
a difference; for loving the Lord first and foremost is imperative 

1876 emphasis—Isaiah 29:16; 45:9-13; 64:1-12; Jeremiah 18:1-23; Romans 9:1-29; 
Revelation 2:18-29.

1877 Examples—1 Kings 19:1-18; 2 Kings 22:1-23:33; cf. John 14:16, 17; 16:13-15; 1 John 4:1-6.
1878 Matthew 12:30; 2 Corinthians 13:1-8.
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for righteous success!1879 In order to abide in the authority of 
the Lord, we must abide in the Word; for this reality is assured 
only by the divine (good) work of God!1880 

 
My brethren: Serving the Lord is the greatest blessing we will ever 6.
know; the Lord is quite capable of teaching us that which is 
necessary for our life and ministry; those who truly love the Lord 
are willing to turn from the inappropriate so as to maintain a truthful 
walk and proper focus; when we are hated for walking according to 
the Gospel and the Lord’s commandments, we are in fact blessed 
for doing what is right.1881 If you choose continuance within 
celebrations of manmade religion, please consider the spiritual 
consequences; for following the multitudes is never for the glory of 
God, especially when spiritual detriment is the result! If our 
celebration of tradition and ritual is not improving our spiritual 
focus upon the Lord by faith, it is hindering our spiritual focus; 
which eventually leads to spiritual defeat, destitution, and 
destruction, for emotional response in no way achieves spiritual 
exultation which is from the Lord! 

 
Please consider that we are saved by grace through faith. This is not 7.
to say that we are saved by grace through faith plus baptism; ritual; 
tradition; doctrine; philosophy; ideology; nor trusting in: 
humankind, mammon, angels, or other past (dead) saints. To be 
saved by grace through faith means exactly that, and is truly as 
simple as it appears; although actual knowledge and the divine work 
of the One saving us is imperative! Humankind feeling left out of 
helpful responsibility pertaining to this act of God’s lovingkindness 
and grace, rightfully should feel left out; for it is God’s grace which 
saves us, and this with no additions or exceptions! “Religion” has 
always attempted to add to the simplicity of being saved by grace 
through faith, and this as by the elemental principles of religiosity; 
while in the process having led multitudes astray into bondage 
within carnality for generations. Bondage to the flesh and carnal 

1879 Colossians 1:15-23; emphasis vs. 16, 17.
1880 John 1:1-5; 8:31-36; 15:1-17; James 1:21-25; cf. Philippians 1:6; 2:12-16.
1881 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Titus 2:11-15; Romans 5:1-11; 1 John 2:18-3:18.
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religiosity, or freedom in Christ; determination makes the 
difference!1882 Loving the Lord first and foremost is the key 
imperative of Christianity; for if and when we take our thoughts 
captive to obedience within devotional love for the Lord, He will 
lead us to both abide in the Word and walk accordingly in a manner 
which pleases Him, while making us free from all that deceives and 
takes captive!1883 Making us free is God’s work; thus a blessing upon 
the devotionally obedient! 

TRADITION SUMMATION 

Traditions in themselves many times cause no harm, when they are 
tested by the Gospel, and taken captive to the obedience of Christ; 
which is selfless and sacrificial.1884 Traditions become dangerous when 
they: are in fact encompassed in the ways of the world, are adhered to 
so as to appease ourselves or others, utilize the Lord Jesus as an excuse, 
are followed within cultural (carnal) standard or mandate, are followed 
blindly apart from knowledge. We must remember that anything which 
takes precedence in our hearts over actual love for God is in fact an 
idol; this includes “self”!1885 By designation and practice of tradition, 
most believers cannot be distinguished apart from non-believers. How 
can we demonstrate to a lost and dying world our necessity for God 
aloof the ways of the world, when our spiritual emphases and fleshly 
indulgences remain exactly the same as those claiming ignorance or de-
nial of God?  

It is because of man’s traditions (religious rituals and standards) that 
the Christian religion has become divided into many separate denom-
inations; which serve congregational and denominational separateness. 
If we would listen to our Lord and stop insisting on having spiritual 
matters our own way, the unity of the body would return; thus we would 
once again edify one another as is the mandate of Scripture.1886 The tra-
ditions of humankind have caused great spiritual detriment within the 
Body of Christ thus far; yet the return to the ways of God is yet an in-
dividual matter which expands (or diminishes) one believer at a time. 

1882 Philippians 2:1-18; Ephesians 4:1-32; 1 Timothy 4:1-16; 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17.
1883 reiteration—Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; John 8:31-45; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6.
1884 Romans 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 10:3-18, specific v. 5.
1885 Colossians 3:5-17, specific v. 5.
1886 1 Corinthians 14:1-40; Romans 15:1-21; Ephesians 5:1-17.
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Please consider gaining the appropriate attitude (mindset) so as to turn 
to, trust in, love foremost, and serve the Lord! It is solely a matter of 
chosen attitude; leading to proper focus and decisions! The outcome 
rests with each of us! 

Have you ever noticed how Christian religious organizations tends 
to be more giving surrounding the time durations of religious celebra-
tions? What does it actually say to the world of non-believers when 
believers are more giving during certain seasons throughout the year? 
Religious individuals are to walk in an upright manner each day, and 
be considerate of others all year round.1887 For members of the Christian 
religion to show aspects of favoritism by differences according to tra-
ditions and dates of celebration; is for the church to demonstrate failure 
to understand the God whom we claim to know, as well as the Gospel 
standards as set forth. If what is being done uplifts hearts but for a time, 
as by the receiving of gifts and rendering of rituals; this seems nice but 
for a time, yet being in accordance to the superficiality of carnal love 
and desires, does not last. To give aside of any and all dates and tradi-
tions, demonstrates love for the individual “just because” and thereby 
points to the Lord Jesus Christ; hopefully to acceptance of the gift of 
salvation which lasts for eternity. Partiality, favoritism, and hearts of 
giving in accordance to specifics (because of), is secular (worldly) at best! 

Religion and religious traditions have held millions in bondage to 
the ruler of the world (Satan) for generations; for religion is the primary 
basis by which Satan deceives the whole world (minus a remnant)! As 
ascertained by aforementioned information, many Polytheistic religions 
have held to ritualistic traditions since the time of the Babylonian 
Kingdom. These religions (and myths) may have explained the changing 
of the seasons, the purpose of storms, the fruitful and unfruitful seasons 
for crops, etc.; yet we know that these were but attempts of spiritual 
explanations as by carnal human reason and supposed intellect (fan-
tasy).1888 Too many aspects of paganism have been brought forward from 
times past; in efforts to allow humankind to feel somehow responsible 
for God’s loving work upon the earth, and pertaining to salvation. 
Although it may appease for a time to believe we have helped God, the 
fact remains that He does not need our help with work for which He 

1887 James 1:19-27.
1888 1 Corinthians 2:3-16.
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alone is responsible and capable; so rather, when we submit to follow 
(not lead)—it is a blessing as well as an urgent necessity! 

There have always been manmade religions which have held to fool-
ish reason, folklore, epics, and human intellect. These types of futile 
religions have always had forms or aspects of human works involved in 
reaching levels of supposed spiritual growth or consciousness. To gain 
higher levels of supposed spiritual growth and/or consciousness through 
supposed love, meditation, and/or one’s own merits, is mysticism; as at-
tempts are made to ascertain (reveal) hidden wisdom, understanding, 
and knowledge (mysteries), through human endeavor. As many through-
out history have attempted to work their way to heaven or gain higher 
spiritual levels, every conceivable way has been attempted to do so aside 
from trusting in God (Creator) for one’s salvation and spiritual growth. 
The manmade religions of the world are renowned for this philosophy, 
and thereby followed by those who yet feel that anything is possible if 
enough human effort is put forth. This has been occurring since “Babel” 
thousands of years ago! Such efforts as put forth by humankind, then 
are passed down from generation to generation in the form of traditions, 
philosophies, precepts and doctrines; generally followed blindly and 
without question, for many folks do not feel it is their place to question 
such matters, when intellectuals instigated the endeavors. The truth of 
the matter results in too many being eternally separated from God, be-
cause they remained deceived into believing manmade religion could 
save them; although not! 

Manmade Religion 
I have written this portion, in hopes of helping individuals better un-
derstand the religion they confess. The Scriptures warned us about 
falling prey to cults and occult activities, for as humans we are easily 
led astray.1889 It is an unfortunate fact that many claim to belong to a 
certain religion, yet have little or no actual understanding as to what 
their religion teaches. It is also unfortunate that many individuals will 
defend the religion they profess and actually battle against the truth, 
many times because of pride, arrogance, spiritual destitution, and ig-
norance. By comparing the teachings of manmade religion (doctrines 
of demons) with the Gospel, a better understanding can be obtained, 

1889 Deuteronomy 13:1-18; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; 1 Timothy 6:1-21.

The Big If 715



potentially leading to freedom in Christ. This portion will hopefully 
allow this to occur. Please remember—God wants our devotion and 
loyalty, for our sincerity is that which He seeks. Man-made religions 
would seek our attentions and/or affections to be upon them (the lead-
ership; religion itself) in one way or another, or seek that we worship 
as stipulated by means other than by Gospel truth and actual faith (God 
at work)! Are we not to walk in a manner pleasing to our Lord? Study 
of the Gospel and much devotional prayer will help us to accomplish 
this task; manmade religions will not! Although there are many religions 
which claim to be “Christian” (Christ-like) in nature, after reading this 
portion I am certain that you will realize that although claim of 
Christianity is made by many religions; all will be known by their fruits 
and doctrine either according to or against the Scriptures. 

Catholicism 
There is a manmade religion which has been present for millennia. This 
religion is considered to be Christian, yet within this religion the Gospel 
is violated continuously and without hesitation or remorse. Within this 
religion even the simplest truths of the Gospel are misconstrued and/or 
outright denied and rejected, leading to many non-Biblical teachings 
and ritualistic practices. Within this religion is found the same basis of 
wickedness which our Lord found present in the Pharisees.1890 Although 
millions of individuals follow this religion; this religion denies the truths 
necessary for salvation, teaching instead that adherence to their doctrine 
is necessary in order to be saved (grace plus works). Although this reli-
gion may have partially emphasized proper worship according to the 
Gospel in its beginning, it has journeyed greatly into the realms of idol-
atry, apostasy and heresy away from the sound doctrine and ethics of 
the Gospel; placing individuals upon pedestals of worship, and incor-
poration of erroneous teaching and worship practices. 

Please consider—no one is allowed to differ from the teachings of 
Christ and of the apostles within Christian instruction and worship, for 
additions and subtractions involving the Gospel lead to ungodliness (un-
righteousness; deceptions), and the culpable individuals being potentially 
accursed!1891 No one has the right to take away from or add to the 

1890 Matthew 16:1-12; 23:1-36; cf. Galatians 5:1-12; 1 Timothy 4:1-5.
1891 Romans 10:1-4; Galatians 1:6-10.
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Gospel!1892 I am so very glad for those within this religion who yet seek 
truth, for the possibility for them to come to the reality of the Christ 
(Jesus) by the divine work of God yet exists; yet I am very saddened by 
those who do not seek truth—for the religion in and of itself will not 
save anyone from the wages of sin which is death. My greatest concern 
for those who love Jesus within this religion, is that they would be made 
free from the deceptions and inappropriate worship practices which hold 
them in bondage; that they may see the error of the religion and once 
again return to simplicity of devotion to Christ.1893 Anyone held captive 
to the deceptions of this, or any other supposed “Christian” religion 
which violate the sound doctrine of the Gospel, are in actuality ensnared 
by the devil to do his will (deceiving and being deceived)!1894 Because 
each individual is accountable to test all teachings according to the 
Gospel truth, individuals and all bogus (sham) leadership will assuredly 
give account unto the Lord for any and all falsehoods!1895 It is the Gospel 
truth to which each of us will be held accountable and be judged!1896 
Please remember—Jesus is the Way, and the truth, and the life!1897 

The religious endeavors of Catholicism can very much be compared 
with the “sin of Jeroboam.”1898 King Jeroboam in attempts of keeping 
the inhabitants of the ten Northern Tribes (Ephraim) from going to 
Jerusalem for proper worship of the Lord did two things: 
 

He set up golden calves at Bethel and Dan (items of worship), so the 1.
inhabitants would remain within the northern tribe area (place of 
dwelling) for worship. The reason Jeroboam did this thing, was 
selfish in nature; for he cared only for himself in accordance to his 
position as king, thereby placing himself above God within idolatry 
of “self”! Jeroboam stipulated to the inhabitants of the Northern 
Kingdom to worship according to his kingly demands. Coercing 
individuals to worship how stipulated is a potential form of bondage 
for all who follow; depending upon whether individuals are 

1892 Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:2-6; Revelation 22:18, 19.
1893 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
1894 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
1895 1 John 4:1-6; Hebrews 5:8-10; John 12:46-50.
1896 John 12:46-50; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10; Revelation 19:11-16.
1897 John 14:6.
1898 1 Kings 12:25-33.
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devotional to God or not, and hold to worship standards set forth 
by God or not! Those with unwavering devotion for God (a 
remnant) relocated to join the inhabitants of Judah for righteous 
worship and celebration; for true unwavering devotion unto God 
promotes righteous behavior, whatever the cost! 

 
Jeroboam changed the date for the “Feast of Booths,” from the 2.
fifteenth day of the seventh month to the fifteenth day of the eighth 
month; although according to God’s command the beginning date 
of this feast was to be exact!1899 By changing the date insistent that 
the inhabitants celebrate when he (Jeroboam) demanded (1 Kings 
12:32, 33), he tightened his grip of influence upon the inhabitants 
of the Northern Kingdom; seeking to obtain authority which was 
God’s alone! Leading individuals to worship when and how 
stipulated by humankind is a potential form of captivity for the 
individuals; for now in reality, as differentiated from times of 
antiquity, we are to worship the Lord always according to Biblical 
standards—in spirit and in truth!1900  

A believer’s righteous walk with and for the Lord is •
foundational upon the masterful guidance of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit; therefore, those without the Spirit’s leadership 
make stipulations as to places and times, as this is a basis of 
insidious religion founded within the pride and arrogance of 
humankind, and the guile of the evil one (Satan)!  

 
Catholicism teaches that Jesus had no siblings, as Mary supposedly had 
no other children; yet the Gospel states otherwise.1901 Within the foot-
note Scriptures, please note the times the fact of Jesus` half siblings is 
mentioned. How can something blatantly evinced then be denied? How 
can those denying such a simple factual truth (even when written) be 
expected to have actual understanding about more in-depth matters 
pertaining to the Gospel and Christianity; all of which are discerned 
spiritually and devotionally by faith? The Gospel fact of Jesus half 

1899 Leviticus 23:37-44.
1900 John 4:19-24.
1901 Matthew 12:46-50; 13:53-58; Mark 3:32-35; Luke 8:19-21; John 2:12; 7:3-5; Acts 1:14.
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siblings, denies the Catholic doctrine that Mary was forever virgin; yet 
deceptive doctrine is necessary within the insidious nature of 
Catholicism, as they yet worship “Ishtar” the Babylonian queen of 
heaven (under the guise of a name alteration)!1902 

Other erroneous teachings of Catholicism are: 
 

Mary’s human body never died, but rather was raised into heaven; 1.
referred to as—the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This 
teaching was introduced in A.D. 1950 by Pope Pius X11. Is there any 
Gospel reckoning of this account? This teaching is obviously in ad-
dition to the Gospel; as witnessed by the date of its inception. A simple 
fact of truth, just as the Lord (perfectly righteous and holy) cannot 
change; neither can the sound doctrine of the Gospel, or the righteous 
standard of worship commanded by God (in spirit and in truth)! True 
worship of God cannot have additions or subtractions, for truth cannot 
change; any alterations from truth are in fact delusive! 

 
Mary was not born into the sin of Adam.1903 In order for this to 2.
be true, Mary could not have had a human father, as sin enters into 
the lives of all humans through their progenitor; for as Eve was 
deceived, Adam sinned intentionally. Jesus was without sin, because 
His father is God; Mary being a relative of Elizabeth, was obviously 
of human parents and thus born into the sin of Adam.1904  

 
Mary considered herself to be a servant of the Lord, and counted her 
servanthood as being Jesus mother a blessing.1905 Mary’s love of God is 
evidenced by the Luke passages, and especially by her statement of being 
His bondslave (v. 48). Yes, Mary was humble and blessed of the Lord; 
no she was not apart from the sin of Adam. Why such an un-biblical 
emphasis, when we are blessed by God in accordance to His grace (un-
merited favor); which far surpasses our sinful nature?1906 Yes. Mary 
should be held in esteem; no she should never be placed upon a 

1902 Matthew 1:19-25; cf. Jeremiah 7:18, 19; 44:15-28.
1903 Romans 5:12-21.
1904 Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25.
1905 Luke 1:26-56.
1906 Romans 5:12-21.
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pedestal!1907 Would a truly devotional bondservant of God appreciate 
or condone being idolized?1908 

 
Mary now reigns at the right hand of Jesus. This teaching was 3.
instituted in A.D. 1892. If it were Biblically correct that Mary was 
to reign at Jesus` right hand, would not our Lord have stated this 
when a controversy arose regarding the matter?1909 

 
Mary gives grace to believers from her treasury of grace. This 4.
teaching was instituted in A.D. 1892 by Pope Leo XIII; the same 
year as #3 above. GRACE—the unmerited favor of God was and is 
fully realized in the Lord Jesus Christ!1910 It is impossible for a 
human being to render the unmerited favor of God (GRACE); 
therefore to make emphasis that Mary gives grace is to claim 
apotheosis of Mary. Is there any Biblical account for human beings 
to become deified (made into gods; worshipped as gods)?1911 Is this 
not referred to Biblically as—idolatry?1912 

 
a. Jesus received Mary’s consent prior to her conception of him. 5.
b. no one comes to jesus except through mary.  
Both these teachings were instituted in a.d. 1891.  

As aforementioned (#2), Mary considered herself to be a a.
bondslave of God, and thereby blessed in servanthood. Now 
with this teaching, she is emphasized as the one in authority. 
Would a servant of God ask His permission to serve, or do 
true servants count God’s utilizing them as a blessing? What 
did Mary say?1913 From Luke 1:26-56 passages, please note 
that statements were made and an answer given; not a 
request followed by contemplation. Do true bondservants of 
God seek to advise Him? Does anyone actually instruct God 
at all?1914 Mary was a woman who loved the Lord 

1907 Romans 3:21-26.
1908 exampled—Matthew 10:30-38; 1 Corinthians 1:12-17; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; 

Philippians 1:15-30. 
1909 Matthew 20:20-24; Mark 10:35-41.
1910 John 1:1-18; Romans 1:1-7.
1911 1 Corinthians 8:5, 6.
1912 1 John 5:18-21.
1913 Luke 1:38, 46-50.
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immensely; I cannot for a moment believe that she would 
feel it necessary to discuss the matter of this tremendous 
blessing with Him prior to her surrender to do His will! 
In the following written forms of Catholic doctrine, please 
note that Mary is referred to as “the Mother of God.” 
Although Mary was the mother of God incarnate, as she 
gave birth to Jesus in human form; was she actually the 
mother of God (the eternal Logos)? Was God a created 
being, having gone through the birth process; or is He 
eternal?1915 By this claim according to Roman Catholic 
doctrine, Mary is placed upon a pedestal and thus 
worshipped; which is the entire intention of Catholicism! 
Is this appropriate; is it not solely the Lord God who is to be 
worshipped?1916 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the One who bridged the gap b.
between man and God; which sin had brought forth.1917 It is 
only through the Lord Jesus that we are allowed to come 
into the presence of the Father; yet with this teaching 
another supposed separation has occurred between believers 
and Christ. How can this be, since Jesus is our means (Way) 
to the Father, and this teaching states that we are now 
separated from Jesus? Could this be another gap created so 
as to trust in the teachings of humankind in order to be 
saved? If we must go through Mary in order to reach Jesus 
(which is absurd); then what of grace and Jesus being our 
High Priest?1918 Please consider this, if we must go through 
Mary in order to reach our High Priest (who intercedes for 
us according to the will of God), then we must belong to 
Catholicism in order to believe this necessary; thus it must 
be in accordance to their philosophy (ideology) to gain 
access to Jesus, to gain access to God! I am disgusted as to 
how this assists in simplicity of devotion to Christ!1919 

1914 1 Corinthians 2:6-16, emphasis v. 16; cf. Isaiah 40:13, 14.
1915 Isaiah 40:18-25; Jeremiah 10:1-10; Habakkuk 1:12.
1916 Matthew 4:8-11; Luke 4:5-8.
1917 John 14:6.
1918 Hebrews 4:11-5:10.
1919 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
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Mary helped in Jesus` act of redeeming mankind. This teaching 6.
is derived from the Catholic belief that Mary was promoted to the 
high position of “restorer of the lost world,” thus according to this 
teaching Mary is the conciliator between Jesus and the world.1920 
How were we—reconciled to God, and by whom?1921 Was God 
actually born of a woman, or has He existed from eternity past?1922 

ADDITIONAL TEACHINGS OF CATHOLICISM 

Purgatory - A.D. 593 1.
Catholicism teaches that there is a place called Purgatory. This is a 

supposed place where the dead remain until the complete satisfaction 
for their sins has been rendered to God. Catholicism teaches of “venial 
sins,” which are sins committed in ignorance; this apart from the capital 
sins of pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and slothfulness 
(the seven deadly sins). If we are unaware of a sin which we have com-
mitted, how can we repent of the inadvertent sin? In reality, the answer 
is quite simple—our Lord intercedes for us in these matters! 
Catholicism fails to realize that at the time of our being born again, we 
are justified before God thus we are declared righteous by God’s grace; 
we become the righteousness of God in Christ!1923 Failing to realize 
this fact of Scripture, Catholicism teaches that we must pray for those 
in Purgatory so that they may come out of this supposed place of cleans-
ing and preparedness to complete their journey to heaven. Once again 
Catholicism teaches reliance upon them for one’s salvation! We cannot 
prepare ourselves for heaven, for we are saved by grace through faith 
by the divine work of God; thus the entire idea of Purgatory is absurd; 
as also prayer to or for the dead!1924 

Purgatory is derived from the Celtic pagan belief that intercession 
can be made for departed loved ones in the “Otherworld.” For more 
information please reference chapter eight information as to the worship 
of Samhain—the god of the dead. Purgatory is a nonexistent place which 
is the figment of human imaginative foolishness—of which Catholicism 
is now (and has been for centuries), based! The Apostle Paul prayed for 

1920 Isaiah 19:20; 43:11-15; 45:20-25; Luke 1:46-55.
1921 Romans 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Colossians 1:15-23.
1922 John 1:1-4; 8:58; Revelation 22:12, 13.
1923 2 Corinthians 5:21.
1924 Leviticus 20:26, 27; Deuteronomy 18:9-14; cf. 1 Peter 1:13-16.
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those who are alive upon this earth; for purposeful freedom is found in 
Christ, through whom (the Way) is life indeed.1925 When Paul refer-
enced those “under the earth” (Philippians 2:9-11), he makes reference 
that all will acknowledge Jesus as Lord; including non-believers (those 
under the earth awaiting judgment - Sheol). If a person is in supposed 
Purgatory, they are a non-believer or deceived individual in torment 
awaiting judgment; thus prayer for them is useless, for a decision for 
Christ must be made during one’s own lifetime!1926 This thing called 
Purgatory is nothing less than religious acts of focus upon the dead; 
this is neither Biblical nor appropriate!1927  
 

Prayer to Mary, saints, and angels - A.D. 600 2.
Catholicism teaches that past (dead) saints can intercede for current 

living believers. The Gospel tells us that Jesus and the Holy Spirit in-
tercede for us according to the will of God.1928 The Gospel never states 
that other dead human beings can intercede for those who are alive; 
therefore Catholicism teaches the conjuring of the dead. Conjuring of 
the dead is not an option for those who truly love God, for abominations 
(detestable acts) are not pleasing to the Lord!1929 True Christians do 
not speak to the dead; or even contemplate doing so! Does Christianity 
teach us to please men (and women) with our volitionally chosen forms 
of worship; or is it God whom we worship and serve, wholly by devo-
tional obedience in accordance to righteous worship standards set forth 
by the Lord (in spirit and in truth)?1930  

Any prayer to angels is absolutely inappropriate by anyone claiming 
to be Christian! Angels are servants of God, who fulfill His will in min-
istering to the saints.1931 Angels are not the servants of human beings; 
therefore an attempt to talk to them is a form of idol worship, for we 
are to pray to no one but the Lord!1932 It seems ridiculous that folks 
would have supposed faith to talk to angels and dead individuals, yet 

1925 John 8:31-36; Ephesians 1:15-2:10; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; Philippians 1:3-11.
1926 2 Corinthians 12:19-21; Romans 10:1-13.
1927 Galatians 1:6-9. 
1928 Romans 8:26, 27, 33, 34.
1929 Leviticus 19:31; 20:6-8, 26, 27; Deuteronomy 18:9-14; example—1 Samuel 28:3-19.
1930 Joshua 24:14-17; Matthew 4:1-11; John 4:20-24; Philippians 3:1-14; Colossians 2:1-23; 

Hebrews 9:1-14.
1931 Hebrews 1:13, 14.
1932 Colossians 2:18, 19; Revelation 19:9, 10; 22:8, 9.
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they lack the true faith afforded to have communication directly with 
the Lord! When the veil between the holy place and holy of holies was 
torn from top to bottom, all who cleanse themselves from defilement 
of flesh and spirit could henceforth, with selfless spiritual devotion, go 
directly into the presence of God; into the spiritual realm where He is 
found!1933 This only by the divine work of God; which is solely per-
formed in His legitimately adopted children! 

To pray to someone, is to worship the one being prayed to. A “saint” 
is anyone who has trusted in God for their salvation; having been set 
apart to God (sanctified). According to Roman Catholic doctrine re-
garding prayer to saints, it is only the bishops and believing heroes who 
are considered saints, and these are those who are worthy to be prayed 
to. No human being is worthy to be prayed to; neither are Catholic 
bishops any better than any other saint, for all have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s glory!1934 Although during the first three centuries of 
the Christian era martyred saints were remembered for their contrib-
utions and bravery for the Gospel, after the Nicene Age (fourth century) 
the saints were counted as much more and thus refined polytheism and 
idolatry took the place of simple respectful remembrance. This form 
of idolatry remains even to this day, within Catholic doctrine and wor-
ship. The Lord our God is absolutely capable of hearing the prayers of 
the saints (present tense) immediately upon their being rendered; if sin-
fulness is not harbored; for God has divine omnipresence and 
omniscience; therefore why would prayers go forth to past (physically 
dead) saints and angels who hold no divine attributes.1935 Just as it is 
Satan who is worshipped in ignorance, which is what he has desired all 
along in settling for nothing less than being like the “Most High”; it is 
demons who are revered when prayers are rendered unto angels (fallen 
angels)! 

What of images being held and prayed to? Within Roman 
Catholicism, there are patron saints whose images are prayed to; this 
according to doctrine. Upon the “high places” in the Old Testament, 
would be found the image of a pagan god who was prayed to and be-
lieved to help in times of harvest and trouble. In a like manner as the 

1933 Matthew 27:51-53.
1934 Romans 3:21-28.
1935 Psalm 66:16-20.
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Lord was not pleased with the use of “high places” for worship in times 
of antiquity, as this was according to polytheism (the worship of many 
gods), so it is today as there is but one true God of our worship; for 
idolatry is not acceptable in any form, which excludes prayers to any 
but Him. 
 

Kissing the Pope’s foot - a.d. 709 3.
This form of reverence to man, began with bishops of the Roman 

Church seeking that all show them homage by the kissing of their hand. 
Along with this came the inappropriate practice of kissing the bishop’s 
ring, which signified the symbol of the espousal of the bishop to the 
church. This form of homage to bishops included the ruling powers up 
to and including the emperor himself, who was expected to pay homage 
to the church leadership. Is paying exuberant homage to church lead-
ership found anywhere in the Gospel as pertaining to the Body of 
Christ; or is the emphasis pertaining to leadership, that of selfless and 
humble servanthood? 

Bishops were required to take an oath of allegiance to the Pope, by 
the time of Pope Gregory IX. The Pope was adorned with a Triple 
Crown tiara, which was to proclaim his being the father of princes and 
kings; the ruler of the world; the Vicar of Christ. With this proclaimed 
position of the Pope, came the bishop’s kissing of the pontiff’s foot as 
an act of lavish homage, for this was to signify their submission to the 
Pope as the head of the church. Who is the head of the Christian 
church?1936 To whom alone do we pay homage and pledge our alle-
giance?1937 Who is the King of kings and Lord of lords?1938 Roman 
Catholic doctrine states that the Pope gains authority as by being within 
the lineage of the Apostle Peter, insistent upon being paid homage; al-
though it was stated that this should never be!1939 The Lord Jesus Christ 
washed the feet of His disciples out of respect for them and to demon-
strate a servant’s heart; does the Pope believe himself to be better than 
Christ, as he seeks that all lavishly honor and pay homage to him?!1940 
Please consider that respect is earned, not bestowed; therefore, all 

1936 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11; 11:2, 3; Ephesians 4:1-16—emphasis vs. 14, 15.
1937 Matthew 4:8-10.
1938 1 Timothy 6:12-16; Revelation 19:11-16.
1939 1 Peter 5:1-4.
1940 John 13:1-20.
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spiritual leadership should only be respected when they abide in the 
Word (Lord and Gospel)!1941  

IMPERATIVE PERSONAL NOTE:  

True devotional servants of the Lord do not want nor seek veneration, 
or any form of reverence which would distract one’s focus away from 
the Lord; for the focus of all believers, especially disciplined devotional 
servants, must remain upon the Lord, who is the author and perfecter 
of faith and the One who guides fulfillment of righteous service!1942 
Devotional dedication and focus unto and upon the Lord is absolutely 
necessary if an individual is to walk by faith and not by sight!1943 As the 
inheritance of the Levites of antiquity (1 of the 12 tribes) was their de-
votional servanthood unto the Lord; whereas the remaining eleven 
tribes had a material possessive inheritance; so it is even to this day, as 
the spiritual devotional servants of the Lord consider the blessing of 
sacrificial surrender unto God for service to be superior to any and all 
material possessions and aspects of physical existence; for in loving and 
serving Him first and foremost according to His righteous masterful 
leadership, our purpose is fulfilled by training and servanthood accord-
ing to the counsel of His will!1944 Receiving of personal reverence within 
this blessing is an act of selfish reception and therefore completely ir-
relevant and unrighteous; lest the flesh be allowed to instigate and 
influence prideful carnal (fleshly) endeavors which should have remained 
foundational to worshipping and serving God in spirit and in truth; 
thus all praise and reverence must be directed unto the Lord God!1945 
It is because of the enticements of the flesh as by acceptance of personal 
praise and reverence, that the sacrificial devotion of many servants for 
the Lord has grown cold, being replaced with selfish ambitions and mo-
tives; it is for this reason that the spiritual harvest has always remained 
plentiful and the disciplined, diligent, and devotional workers few!  

Throughout the years and the many students I have been blessed to 
instruct (only Jesus can “teach” regarding spiritual matters), never once 
did I ask or insist that anyone “trust” or “believe” me, which is the reason 

1941 John 8:31-36; Romans 10:1-4; 2 Corinthians 11:12-15.
1942 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Hebrews 12:1-11.
1943 2 Corinthians 5:1-9. 
1944 Numbers 16:1-50; 18:20-32; 1 John 4:7-19.
1945 With emphasis—Romans 12:1-8, individual specific—vs. 1-3; James 4:3-10.
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all instruction has been accompanied by numerous Scripture references; 
within devotion for the Lord, neither did I accept any form of praise 
for serving my Lord; for all devotion, praise, reverence and focus must 
remain upon Him (the King of kings and Lord of Lords, who is the au-
thor and perfecter of faith)!1946 When many students had stated that 
“they thank God for me,” they were told to “thank God for Him”; for 
I am what I am solely by His grace!1947 Several of the students actually 
showed anger toward me because I am adamant regarding these stan-
dards; yet as they matured spiritually, they came to understand; for strict 
disciplined humility must accompany sincerity of devotion, as our ex-
istence and servanthood is all about Him!1948 Because “pride” easily 
enters into acceptance of praise or reverence, which brings immediate 
opposition to God’s leadership; the door must never be left ajar for this 
to occur! True devotion for God first and foremost is highly motiva-
tional regarding continual submission and obedience; love void of actual 
devotion maintains only spiritual weakness and continued spiritual de-
pravity, as the love of the flesh holds no spiritual potential! To be truly 
devotional unto the Lord is to live the reality of the relationship (Gospel 
reality is led by God); which is something “religious” individuals know 
nothing about!1949 For information regarding this reality please refer-
ence chapter eleven (Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality).  

PROGRESSION OF FACTS: 

There is only one foundation (Rock) of Christianity, which is Jesus 4.
the Christ; God being the foundation of realistic truth (Christ—John 
1:41; 10:25-30; 14:6-9; 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11)! When Jesus made 
the statement—“And I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
overpower it.” (NASB—Matthew 16:18); Jesus was not referring to 
Peter (Greek—Petros; rock, rock-man) as being the rock (foundation 
of the church), but rather the statement by Peter—“Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Rock: Greek—Petra; feminine 
context, not a name) (NASB—Matthew 16:16; cf. Psalm 118:21-24; 
Matthew 21:42-44; Mark 12:10, 11; Luke 20:17, 18). When Christ 

1946 Hebrews 12:1-11, specific vs. 1-3; Philippians 1:21-24; 1 Corinthians 9:15-23.
1947 1 Corinthians 15:10.
1948 Luke 14:25-25, specific vs. 26, 27.
1949 Philippians 2:12, 13; Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14.
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gave Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:19); He 
was not rendering authority unto Peter to bind or loose, but rather 
was emphasizing that the authority to bind or loose was by the power 
and authority of God alone, with the righteous standards of God to 
be proclaimed; for God alone holds all authority, and originates 
standards of which we must adhere (cf. 1 Peter 4:10, 11)! In a like 
manner, when the Lord made mention to the Apostles of the 
forgiveness or retaining of sins (John 20:23), this statement was in 
context of acceptance of Christ’s sacrificial atonement, or not; for 
only God can forgive sin (Mark 2:7)! It is completely absurd to 
believe that the church would be founded upon the frailty of a human 
beings, rather than upon the immensity of God (Matthew 26:33-35; 
cf. vs. 73-75; Hebrews 7:1-10:39); yet many absurdities, atrocities, 
and abominations, occur when physical realm religion prevails 
because the flesh remains un-relinquished (prideful stubbornness 
which rejects denial of “self”), which evades the possibility of entrance 
into the spiritual relational reality which saves!  

Christianity holds as a key imperative—“the seeking of truth!” 
The seeking of truth is twofold; for when praying and investigating 
truth, both an increased closeness within a relationship with God, 
and earnest seeking of reality aloof all forms of deception and 
delusion are sought; for Jesus is the manifested truth pertaining to 
God, and actual spirituality is realized only within reality which 
remains completely separate from: religiosity, conjecture, ideologies, 
and idealisms which are foundational to human intellectual 
assumption and fantasy!1950 How many individuals have ever actually 
studied the Bible; or at least read it in its entirety? How many 
individuals have ever investigated the origins and foundations of the 
religion they follow and profess? In order to be an actual pupil 
(disciple) of the Lord, one must not only study the Bible to 
demonstrate themselves unto God as workmen (and workwomen) 
who can accurately handle (cut straight) the Gospel, but muzst 
additionally abide (be effectual doers) in the Word; lest remaining 
only lukewarm hearers they remain deluded or disillusioned!1951 
Satan does not want human beings to investigate or walk in truth, 

1950 John 1:1-14; 14:6-10.
1951 John 8:31-45; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17; James 1:19-27; 2:18-26; 1 John 2:3-17.
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for he (Satan) is incapable of truth; therefore, when individuals do 
not love the truth (Lord) and investigate the truth (reality), and this 
firmly planted upon the foundation which is the spiritual relational 
reality with God that saves and guides, deception and delusion are 
easily enticed and followed, being and remaining foundational to 
carnality! Our only form of victory is by faith in the Lord; faith in 
creation rather than the Creator can only accomplish carnal evasion 
of truth, and thereby spiritual defeat!1952 

 
God’s redemptive plan involving the rendering of Himself for the 5.
salvation of all, is not open for debate or disputable!1953 Trusting in 
God with the faith of a child is a primary key, as it is prideful and 
arrogant to think that we (finite creatures) must be able to explain 
God (the infinite Creator) in order to believe; for the Way of 
salvation is either accepted or not, and this far beyond a simple 
decision in one’s mind; rather a choice of trustful submission and 
surrender unto the divine work of God!1954 

 
The first step beyond initial (child-like) faith, of actually following 6.
the Lord is denial of “self”; for this is the first step which goes 
beyond an infant’s crawl (Matthew 16:24-27; 18:3-6)! Following the 
Lord unto maturity is a spiritual reality, which will never begin (or 
continue) unless “self” is denied primarily; for if “self” is not denied, 
then all endeavors forward will continue to be originated within 
“self” which cannot and will not accomplish spiritual edification to 
higher standards of spiritual faith and obedience!1955 While the flesh 
leads, the Lord cannot; for the flesh remains trapped within the 
physical realm of human volition, while the narrow path of God’s 
righteous leadership is spiritual hence forever! Because flesh and 
Spirit are in opposition to one another, to remain fleshly (religious; 
carnal) is to remain adolescent within one’s mindset and maturity 
stature; for spiritual maturity (growth) is from God alone, which is 
rendered and received spiritually (1 Corinthians 14:20)! Never did 

1952 1 John 5:4, 5.
1953 Hebrews 7:1-10:39, specifics—7:26, 27; 9:11-14; 10:8-10.
1954 Matthew 16:25, 26; 18:1-6; 21:15, 16; Isaiah 45:21-24; Romans 10:8-13, 

Lord—v. 9; 14:11, 12; Philippians 2:9-11; John 6:44-65; 14:6, 7.
1955 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Hebrews 5:11-16:3.
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the Gospel emphasize abounding physical realm growth within 
practiced carnal endeavors! 

 
The truth of the Gospel directly indicates that the “flesh” cannot 7.
enter into the spiritual realm where God is found; although these 
passages refer to the heavenly kingdom, there is a spiritual reality 
which exists even now (prior)!1956 Just as the Israelite Levitical 
servants of antiquity had to go through a cleansing prior to coming 
before the Lord for worship and service; even so with the tearing of 
the temple veil allowing access by all into the presence of God, a 
cleansing must occur!1957 The Gentile church (dispensation of grace) 
must move forward spiritually, or there will not be exultation from 
the Lord within the church as a unified body!1958 Because the Lord 
has been closed out of His church (Body of Christ) by the ways of 
practiced insidious religious darkness and disobedience, the 
endeavor of personal seeking has fallen upon individuals who will 
volitionally love the truth and choose devotion!1959 The church era 
cleansing which must occur prior to entrance into God’s presence 
beyond the veil, is complete denial of “self”; for no characteristics 
or deeds of the flesh (which include pride and arrogance) can cross 
the threshold from the physical to spiritual realm; which is the exact 
reason why “selflessness” remains an imperative for spiritual growth 
both individually and in a church setting!1960 It must be 
understood—the spiritual realm is where actual fellowship with the 
Lord God occurs; therefore, carnal or physical realm religious 
attempts to enter are futile and delusive!1961 Nothing of darkness 
can enter into God’s presence; for the presence of God in the 
spiritual realm is absolutely: holy, righteous, pure, and abounding 
with light!1962 It is in the presence of God where we receive training, 
anointing, growth, nurtured guidance, personal (special) revelation, 
illumination, and righteous inspiration, strength for serving, and His 

1956 1 Corinthians 15:35-50.
1957 Leviticus 16:29-34; Numbers 8:5-16; Mark 15:38.
1958 1 Corinthians chapters 12 and 14.
1959 1 Peter 5:6-11; Revelation 3:14-22, emphasis vs. 18, 19; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
1960 Galatians 5:19-21; James 4:4-6.
1961 Titus 1:15, 16.
1962 1 John 1:5-10; 3:1-18.
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masterful righteous leadership and tutelage for fulfillment of 
purpose! As was aforementioned, the relationship with God is 
spiritual; not carnal in accordance to religious teachings, rituals or 
doctrines, which unfortunately are the prevalent teachings within 
the current-day church. It is the failure within the current-day 
church to instruct pertaining to the spiritual reality, which denies 
and/or rejects the imperative divine work of God; thus the current-
day church (Laodicea) instructs no further than physical realm 
mimic and emulation, which remains devoid of the “reality of God”! 
The current-day church dictates (by literal actions; example) within 
ignorance, that God must accept our worship and instruction, no 
matter how far from the truth the worship and instruction remains! 
It is for this reason that multitudes believe they can boldly approach 
God’s throne of grace, while remaining wretched with sin and 
lawlessness; for but a concept of God remains because of the 
prevalent carnal teachings and worship practices! There really is no 
doubt as to why the Lord is kept from His own church; for the 
current-day church is no longer concerned with the truth, or the 
“reality of God,” or the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ); rather 
remaining concerned only for the elemental things of the world 
(religious concept and fantasy) and comfort of the flesh (blatant 
carnality)1963 It is for this reason that multitudes live for the flesh 
with but a concept of God; which stays them from actual spirituality 
(righteous faith) pertaining to God; which for this reason rejects 
God’s righteous leadership, which remains the imperative of our 
salvation and existence!1964 

 
The progression of worship in the flesh never achieves a spiritual 8.
reality; for the imperative yet remains a measure of faith righteously 
activated by the Lord during His “drawing” process!1965 Within 
investigation of this reality, it can be determined that individuals who 
have never been “drawn” by the Lord, as they were too self-centered 
to humbly submit, generally begin seeking God in the flesh for the 
purpose of salvation; yet never going beyond the flesh by God’s divine 

1963 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; Revelation 3:14-22.
1964 Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14.
1965 John 6:44, 45; 14:6, 7.
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work, which holds them to trust and follow other human beings 
within proclivity to physical realm religiosity, which is never 
demonstrable in emphasizing the “reality of God,” due to practiced 
worship within deceptive darkness! This reality is easily spiritually 
appraised, which is a gift from God which is never rendered unto 
those who wander in darkness by completely unrighteous worship 
practices and false beliefs! Just as multitudes have followed the 
teachings of unrighteous traditions taught by the revised priesthood 
of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion without question or doubt; so 
also have multitudes followed the foolishness of religious darkness 
which has also been taught! Never having been taken beyond the 
flesh unto the spiritual reality by God’s divine work, multitudes 
within religious emotionalism which is of fleshly indulgence, claim 
emotional responses to emphasize a spiritual reality; although that 
which is of the flesh and that which is of the Spirit remain in 
opposition one to the other!1966 The power of Satan’s schemes within 
deception is proven by the fact that multiple millions of individuals 
have remained in bondage to darkness, with no hope of escape; for 
holding only to a concept of what is spiritual, they remain captive to 
the wretched leadership of the flesh within religious practices! This 
reality is proven by the way multitudes have varying emotions during 
deceptive holidays, while claiming the “spirit of the season” to be of 
God; although not; while failing to understand why everyone does 
not hold to the same principles of holiday devotion, within failure to 
accept the behavior of the remnant who has realized the necessity to 
remain completely clear of religious darkness! As God cannot and 
will not have anything to do with religious darkness, although 
multitudes claim the “spirit of the season” or “spirit of the worship” 
to be of God; the truth is emphasized and realized in the fact that 
although many may “feel” joy during practices, many others “feel” 
depression and sorrow; which directly makes evident that the 
practices are of the flesh and not of the Spirit! Multiple millions of 
individuals have never known the difference between emotional 
responses and actual spiritual edification; for remaining within the 
proclivity of physical realm carnal desires and practices, and failing 
to actually submit unto God for revelation of reality, the multitudes 

1966 Galatians 5:16-25, specific v. 17.
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remain completely complacent within false religiosity while claiming 
and believing they have a relationship with God! This is the precise 
reason that complacency within religiosity of deceptive darkness and 
the practice thereof is a complete and utter abomination unto God; 
for the very behavior demonstrated within the religious complacency 
maintains bondage by one’s own choosing within ignorance!1967 The 
Lord seeks that none should perish, but rather come to knowledge 
of the truth; yet within religious darkness and complacency 
foundational to ignorance, knowledge cannot be obtained; for 
ignorance remains until displaced by knowledge, and knowledge 
regarding the reality of spirituality is solely from the Lord! Without 
the divine work of God no one can come to the spiritual reality; 
therefore, all that remains is the fantasy of fleshly indulgence within 
carnal religiosity; this primarily because the light of truth (Lord) is 
not welcomed into congregations which intentionally choose to 
belief and worship within the darkness of Satan’s schemes! 

 
Personal Note: If “self” is not denied, than the Lord will not be fol-
lowed upon the narrow path of His righteousness; for “self” will never 
cease to lead one’s endeavors, which negates God’s ability to masterfully 
lead! When God is not followed, an endeavor for Him may or may not 
be correct by intention, yet always incorrect as not from a foundation 
of devotional love first and foremost for the Lord; for throughout all 
endeavors of this kind, many different paths may be taken, most of which 
being external of God’s righteous will, and therefore the potential for 
wrongdoing is always present. Stern discipline beginning with denial 
of “self” must be maintained at all times in the life of the Lord’s legiti-
mate children while endeavoring to fulfill spiritual: worship, duty and 
responsibility; this involving volition to sacrifice any and all aspects of 
one’s existence which would hinder or distract away from God’s mas-
terful righteous leadership; for this is the essence of walking by faith in 
the light of truth and reality, which is necessary in order to maintain 
abounding fellowship with the Lord! Without actual fellowship with 
the Lord, there is no receiving of: His righteous leadership, special (per-
sonal) revelation, perseverance to endure within persecution and 
tribulation, His strength to proceed victoriously, and receiving righteous 

1967 Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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illumination and inspiration regarding truth. The reality of God’s fruit 
manifest which displaces the deeds of the flesh proves the presence and 
work of God; for without proof of the “reality of God,” all that remains 
is assumption and conjecture which are foundational to the darkness 
of: ignorance, deception, and religious carnal indulgences!  

The reality exists that God truly examines the motives of all individ-
uals, this being a matter of pertinence in all endeavors of worship to and 
service for Him; for aloof the manifestation of His righteousness which 
occurs only within pure motives and devotional surrender, any endeavor 
is foundational to carnal assumptive conjecture and fantasy, void of the 
light of truth and knowledge!1968 As the reality of the relationship with 
God that saves us by adoption into His family (legitimate children) is 
all about God in accordance to the kind intention of His will, any and 
all motives foundational to “self” remain impure and thus hold great po-
tential for the invasion of unfruitful deeds of darkness! If and when God 
witnesses sincere, devotional, and sacrificial surrender for fulfillment of 
His good, acceptable and perfect will, He is allowed unhindered access 
to both will and work for His own good pleasure; contrary, without denial 
of “self” there is no chance or potential whatsoever for this blessing to 
begin or continue! Although it is very difficult for complete and absolute 
devotional surrender unto the Lord at all times; with the many distrac-
tions which can and/or will occur; the true blessing occurs when God is 
allowed to bring forth the reality of His precise work; for He is God, 
from whom all things righteous, pure, holy, appropriate, purposeful, and 
eternal are possible! When the Lord is allowed to wonderfully; without 
hindrance from chosen carnality, which very much includes influence 
and enticements from “self” when not denied; both start and finish the 
work within individuals of which He alone is capable, individuals will 
realize and live the spiritual relational reality which many seek and only 
a few find!1969 Truly, the beauty and wonderment of Christianity is—
God at work; whereas the ugliness and harshness of spiritual failure is 
because of individuals at work within selfish wrong motives or intentions!  

If the spiritual relational reality had remained realized and taught 
throughout the history of the church, instead of being obscured by the 
reestablishment of physical realm ritualistic religion as by the instiga-

1968 Romans 10:1-4; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Philippians 19-11; Colossians 1:9-14; 2 Peter 1:2-11.
1969 Matthew 7:13-27, specific vs. 13, 14, 21-23.
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tion and influence of the revised priesthood of the Babylonian 
Mysteries Religion (Roman Catholicism), the church would have 
abounded with spiritual unity and devotional love first and foremost 
for God, and secondly for each other. Had this occurred, the world 
would have received betterment by the work of God within multitudes 
of individuals; yet with the light of truth and righteous discipline being 
obscured by religion, the wretchedness of human sinfulness and law-
lessness has led to the necessity of righteous judgment (Tribulation 
Period).1970 God always knew the latter would occur, because only a 
remnant would choose appropriate spiritual devotional sacrificial sur-
render and worship; yet this was never according to the kind intention 
of His will, as He has always desired that none should perish but rather 
come to knowledge of the truth (spiritual relational reality)!1971 Because 
a spiritual relationship with God is the greatest imperative of human 
existence, maximum effort should be put forth to deny all physical 
realm distractions and formalities which would deter away from the 
imperative; yet as the many within the nation of Israel chose selfish 
desires over the blessing of being set apart unto the Lord so others 
may realize the truth regarding the “reality of God,” so also have mul-
titudes maintained the same culpability which forces scattering away 
from the Lord, rather than gathering unto Him!1972  
 

Canonization of (dead) saints - A.D. 995 4.
The fact (canonization) of saints was originally decided by the people, 

whom had known and respected those within the area church who did 
eminent religious service. This act of respectful remembrance by indi-
viduals derived from honor for religious servants was changed from the 
time of Alexander III (A.D. 1170), so that only the Pope could declare 
someone as a saint worthy of worship; within this is witnessed simple 
respectful remembrance becoming veneration within blatant religious 
unrighteousness! This occurred as by the saint in question being con-
sidered by the merits of his servanthood before the Congregation of 
Rites. At the meeting, the saint was accused by the Advocatus Diaboli, 
and defended by the Advocatus Dei according to process of religious 

1970 1 John 2:18- 3:18.
1971 1 Timothy 2:1-4; 2 Peter 3:9.
1972 Matthew 12:30-37.
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law. If the saint was shown to: possess the highest quality of sanctity, 
have the ability to work miracles either by his life or his dead bones, be 
worthy by the invocation of his aid; the saint would be canonized by 
the Pope based upon evidence of worthiness as is satisfactory to Roman 
Catholic believers.  

The canonization of a saint supposedly makes the saint an object of 
potential worship. The saint after being canonized is supposedly capable 
of hearing the prayers of living saints; thus their canonization allows 
living believers to pray to them for intercession. In reality, we are made 
saints by trusting in God for our salvation, yet according to Catholic 
doctrine a saint is made so based upon works they have done.  

God makes us saints according to His grace through faith and trust 
in Him; having nothing whatsoever to do with our works, for it is God 
who works in us that which is pleasing to Himself (fruits of the Holy 
Spirit)!1973 As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, are we to ever worship 
other human beings; is this not to deify the canonized saint? According 
to Catholic doctrine this is possible; according to the Gospel this is he-
retical and apostate idolatry! “Christians” can never, ever, pray to the 
dead; for even speaking to the dead is intuitionally the work of a “me-
dium” (spiritist), which is condemned in the Gospel!1974 Individuals 
guilty of behavior which is condemned in the Gospel, makes evident 
that they do as they please, believe as they choose, and being completely 
aloof any spiritual reality cause disconcertment regarding God’s right-
eous will for humanity. Because this does in fact occur within individuals 
claiming to know God; the reality of emotionalism within religiosity 
completely devoid of the reality of God is proven, within those held 
captive by Satan to do his will, which is that they remain deceived while 
deceiving others, which unfortunately many times includes children! 
 

Celibacy of the priesthood—a.d. 1079 5.
Although celibacy is considered within the Gospel as a means of es-

cape from certain distractions in one’s devotion to God, nowhere does 
the Gospel condemn or deny marriage for anyone.1975 According to the 
Scriptures, if an individual is lustful, it is better for the individual to 

1973 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Galatians 5:22, 23.
1974 Leviticus 20:26, 27; Deuteronomy 18:10-14.
1975 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, 25-35.
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marry than to commit sin. In recent years, have many atrocities been 
discovered within the Catholic priesthood; possibly because the church 
leadership was disallowed marriage? Although it is appropriate for in-
dividuals to choose for themselves whether or not to marry, it is 
completely inappropriate for religious leadership to demand celibacy 
of anyone; as is commanded in the monastic vow. 

In the Roman Catholic attempt to obtain holiness by a demanded 
vow of poverty and celibacy, it has forgotten that marriage is a Biblical 
act of holiness between a man and a woman.1976 Considerable men of 
God such as Job, Abraham and Peter were married, yet as by their trust-
ing God they were considered men of righteousness; therefore being 
married or unmarried may contain credence, while the imperative re-
mains devotionally trusting God!1977 Did their marriages make them 
any less holy; absolutely not! Within the insistence of Roman Catholic 
doctrine to deny marriage, they have placed themselves above laity; 
therefore distinctions have been made which have no validity in 
Christianity, as devotion (either married or unmarried) is a matter of 
personal choice. The only distinctions of sorts, being that leadership 
will be held to a higher accountability.1978 

 
The rosary - A.D. 1090 6.
Although Mariology turned to Mariolatry in the fourth century, 

when it was claimed that Mary protected Justina’s virginity from de-
filement, as noted by Gregory Nazianzen (A.D. 389); such writings as 
from Athanasius, Augustine and Basil show no examples of any invoca-
tion of Mary. In the manner as Mary gave birth to the Messiah, many 
speculations and assumptions came forth as to this union between a 
human and God; leading to much conjecture as to the essence of the 
union. This was known as Mariology, or the Doctrine of Mary; which 
through much conjecture and inappropriate worship practices became 
Mariolatry. The fact that historical accounts of the first three centuries 
never indicated invocation by Mary nor worship of her, demonstrates 
such additional teaching and practice to be erroneous and heretical 
within any form of Christian worship.1979 

1976 Genesis 2:22-25; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:25-33.
1977 Romans 4:1-12; Galatians 3:6-9.
1978 James 3:1-18, specific v. 1.
1979 Galatians 1:6- 9.
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With the coming of the fifth century A.D., came the worship of 
saints; of which Mary was considered predominantly. Justinian I (527-
565 A.D.), in a law, implored of Mary for the restoration of the Roman 
Empire; just as his army commander Narses would implore of Mary 
for victorious protection before going into battle. As the Middle Ages 
continued with more individuals imploring of Mary for assorted reasons, 
worship of her increased to the point of claiming her: to help in Christ’s 
redemption of believers; being the one who renders grace; performing 
more miracles than even Christ was noted to have performed. At this 
point Mary became the center of focus, ahead of the Lord who re-
deemed us; thereby becoming an idol of primary worship and supposed 
victory! 

During the crusades, it is told that Mary instructed Dominic to use 
the rosary. The rosary consists of fifteen “pater nosters” and one hun-
dred and fifty “Ave Marias,” told off in beads. The rosary is told to 
represent Mary having been exalted to the highest platform of power 
and glory in heaven. Within the teachings about the rosary, it is said 
that prayer to the rosary is prayer to Mary for her intercession; that her 
Son may be softened as to the plights of evil which afflict us. The rosary 
came about during the Dark Ages which brought forth many forms of 
ecclesiastical corruption; within doctrine the rosary was transformed 
from being a symbol, to being a conduit for prayer and blessing. This 
is the epitome of physical realm worship without actual knowledge; as 
“religion” alters with time within an insidious nature! It should be re-
membered—the truth is un-alterable; for any variation from truth, is a 
form of deception! 
 

The Sacramental System of the Roman Catholic Church - The 7.
seven sacraments - a.d. 1439 
The Lord our God is spirit, and has told us that we must worship 

Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:20-24). In context of the word “wor-
ship” in the John passage, the indication is that we worship with 
knowledge regarding the worth of the One worshipped. This is ev-
idenced by our worshipping Him by faith apart from physical aspects 
of worship; thereby never substituting physical techniques to replace 
the faith necessary to please Him.1980 When spiritual discernment is 

1980 Hebrews 11:1-6.
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lacking in those who seek to worship, then physical aspects are instituted 
which may be understandable in the flesh, yet hold no significance in 
one’s faith and spirit.1981 This is the basis of the instituting of the seven 
sacraments. As true faith diminishes, physical acts of worship increase! 
This dogmatic form of theology (Roman Catholic Theology) was in-
stituted by the Pope, Catholic theologians, and councils of the medieval 
and Reformation periods. As with any form of pride, papal infallibility 
was declared, thus stating that the Pope is always right and should never 
be questioned. 

The sacraments are believed within Catholicism to be extensions of 
Christ’s redeeming acts. In this, signs (semeiois) are sought, and this with 
failure to realize that actual signs (saymaion) were for the nation of Israel; 
thus a counterfeit is sought by an evil and perverse generation.1982 Please 
consider that many choose to focus upon Jesus (solely in His humanity) 
and His mother Mary in the physical realm, yet Jesus emphasis was al-
ways that we place our focus upon the Father as we walk by faith.1983 
Please remember—Jesus is God; the Father is God; the two are One; 
and we abide in Him.1984 

When the Reformers placed emphasis upon salvation by grace 
through faith, the sacraments were the efforts by Roman Catholic lead-
ership to bring attention back into the physical realm 
(counter-reformation). This is why “works” are very much a necessity 
within Catholic doctrine; the emphasis being human works, not the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit within believers.1985 The Reformers realized 
what the Gospel was saying as to faith in God bringing forth the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit by grace, whereas Catholicism has never come to 
distinguish between one’s own works and the works of God within the 
believer. Unfortunately, Reformation leadership and multitudes of be-
lievers (minus the remnant) have not broken free entirely from physical 
realm ritualistic religion; this is why “sacraments” (and traditions) are 
yet proclaimed to be of importance within Christian religious worship. 
The primary reason for millennia of confusion and seeking God through 
the flesh has always remained the same; failure to love God first and 

1981 Colossians 2:20-23; Galatians 4:1-11.
1982 Luke 11:27-29.
1983 John 5:19, 20.
1984 John 10:31-38; 14:6-14; 15:1-17.
1985 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; James 2:14-26.
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foremost, and deny “self” foundational to disciplined devotional love! 
The truth remains that multitudes of individuals claiming to know God, 
in reality have no “knowledge” of Him whatsoever! 

BAPTISM 

As believers, we are to be baptized with the Holy Spirit, into the death 
to sin of which Christ died.1986 Water baptism was an open sign of re-
pentance from sin, and this in the physical realm; being a sign of the 
New Covenant within the Nation of Israel. Please consider the differ-
ence between God indwelling the Temple of old, and now indwelling 
individual believers. Huge difference; for the old was in the physical 
realm, and the new in the spiritual realm!1987  

According to Catholic doctrine—water baptism frees man from orig-
inal sin and guilt, and initiates them into the body of Christ. This is 
actually accomplished upon one’s sincere statement of faith unto the 
Lord by the divine “drawing” of God and by justification by grace 
through faith which occurs instantly upon receiving the Holy Spirit’s 
seal for the day of redemption.1988 The spiritual relational reality and 
salvation are not based in any form of human works, beyond the ap-
propriate righteous confession of “Jesus as Lord,” but rather solely 
within God’s loving grace; for it is God who divinely: finds, draws, 
teaches, and saves us!1989 According to Catholic doctrine: baptism is 
necessary for salvation; the baptism of infants is legitimate as it creates 
a measure of faith in the infant, and therefore baptism as an adult in 
not necessary; keeping the law is mandatory, for faith alone is not adequ-
ate. Are we to walk by faith or sight; are we under grace or under the 
Law?1990 Where does “faith” come from; as well as the measure of 
faith?1991 

CONFIRMATION 

Baptism supposedly brings the individual into Christian infancy, as 
Confirmation supposedly brings the individual to maturity in the faith. 

1986 Acts 11:15-18; Romans 6:1-14; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:13-17.
1987 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17.
1988 John 6:44, 45; 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; Ephesians 1:3-14; 4:30.
1989 Luke 19:9, 10; John 6:44, 45, 65; 14:6; Romans 3:21-30; 10:8-13; Ephesians 2:1-10.
1990 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Romans 6:12-23.
1991 Romans 12:3; additionally—10:17.
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Baptism is performed by the priest; confirmation by the bishop as by 
the laying on of hands. Where does actual maturity (growth) within the 
faith of individuals come from?1992 

THE EUCHARIST (HOLY COMMUNION) 

The Eucharist is also referred to as “Mass.” The Eucharist (Mass) is a 
ritual of the perpetual (ongoing) sacrifice of Christ; for the practiced 
emphasis of Mass (Eucharist) is the body and blood of Christ, which 
ritualistically emphasizes Christ’s death, rather than proclaiming it 
within an act of devotional remembrance (1 Corinthians 11:24-26). Is 
this a just ritual, since Jesus died once for all?1993 Mass is a ritualistic 
form or worship, derived from adding to the Scriptures out of context; 
whereas “Christian” worship is foundational to—spirit and truth!1994 
To further keep this act of remembrance religiously in the physical 
realm, Catholic doctrine proclaims the “Real Presence” of Jesus in the 
sacrament; this is called Transubstantiation (originated A.D. 1215). Upon 
the priest speaking the words of communion, the wafer and wine sup-
posedly become the actual body and blood (essence) of Christ. 

Within the Catholic doctrine of the Eucharist, as the wafer and wine 
supposedly become the essence of the sacrificial Lamb of God, the ele-
ments of communion are to be adored and received for eternal life. The 
Scripture utilized to justify this doctrine is John 6:53-58. According to 
the doctrine of Eucharist, participation brings forth the forgiveness of 
venial sins, the hope of eternal glory and salvation, and strengthening 
against temptation. Is our victory over temptation and sin found in the 
physical realm?1995 Does not adoring physical aspects of worship ren-
dered by man constitute idolatry? 

The doctrine of the Eucharist continues by proclaiming that grace 
is imparted to the individual by the priest. The Eucharist is to take the 
believer back to the cross upon which Christ died, and this to confirm 
the believer dead to sin and thus effects reconciliation to God. The 
Eucharist is considered to be an un-bloody sacrifice (Transubstantiation); 
for if it were considered bloody, then Jewish converts could never par-
ticipate.1996 

1992 1 Corinthians 3:1-11, specifically vs. 6, 9.
1993 Hebrews 7:23-28; 10:1-18.
1994 John 4:20-24.
1995 1 John 5:4, 5; cf. Colossians 2:20-23.
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CONFESSION (PENANCE) 

Roman Catholic doctrine regarding Confession, teaches that Christ 
forgives sins through the priest (originated A.D. 1215). This is based 
upon the Biblical statement found in John 20:23. Catholic doctrine ac-
cordingly states that the priest can forgive or retain the sins of others, 
and this by what the priest witnesses in the person at confession….  

The sacrament of Penance described—the Council of Florence 
A.D. 1439: 

Catholicism teaches that there are severity differences regarding sin. 
This is not a Scriptural teaching; for sin is sin, as holiness is abstinence 
from sin. Sin and holiness are diametrically opposed to one another; 
sinfulness being opposed to God, who is holy, is therefore forgivable 
only by God!1997 When the Scripture told us to confess our sins to one 
another, this is so that we will understand that we are not alone in being 
sinful; comforting one another with this knowledge. Although I may 
forgive someone for trespassing against me personally, the person’s ac-
tual sin can only be forgiven by God upon its being confessed unto 
Him.1998 Catholicism teaches that the priest can forgive sins, yet this is 
also contrary to Gospel truth. 

 To place this statement in actual context, we must remember that 
only God can ultimately forgive sins.1999 The John 20:23 passage is 
speaking of our duty to proclaim the Gospel truth, and in this we pro-
claim God’s forgiveness of sins (or not), according to one’s acceptance 
of Christ’s atonement (or not). We personally can forgive the transgres-
sions of another against ourselves, yet the sin itself is forgiven only by 
God; for He alone is perfectly holy, righteous, and just.2000 Penance is 
nothing less than man placing acts of works upon the forgiveness of 
sins; this is absurd in itself—for God’s grace and faithfulness are suffi-
cient! The John 20:23 statement also refers to our choice to forgive or 
not, although refusal to forgive is not an option; for we ought to render 
grace to others, as our heavenly Father has been and continues to be so 
graceful toward us! 

1996 Leviticus 17:13, 14.
1997 Matthew 9:4-8; Luke 5:20-26; cf. Leviticus 11:45; 1 Peter 1:13-16.
1998 1 John 1:6-10, specific v. 9.
1999 Mark 2:7.
2000 Matthew 6:14, 15; Hebrews 3:1-6; 7:11-28.
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HOLY ORDERS 

Holy Orders (Catholic doctrine) involve the ordination of church lead-
ership, conferring to them the power and grace to sanctify others…. 
In this, it is believed that the priesthood is according to the order of 
Melchizedek, and therefore acts as Jesus Christ in the giving of 
Communion. The priest therefore states “this is my blood”; “this is 
my body.”  

To clarify this in the reality of Scripture truth, sanctification is the 
work of the Holy Spirit.2001 No man can convey sanctification! I am 
hopeful that you can witness that a priest cannot act as Christ, for the 
Lord works in and through us to bring glory to Him. The act of remem-
brance which is communion (Lord’s Supper), has become secularized by 
Catholic doctrine, and brought almost fully into the physical realm as 
by religious ritual.2002 Where in this is our worship of God (by faith) in 
spirit and in truth?2003 Christ is a priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek, and therefore our only mediator; Catholic doctrine 
inappropriately proclaims this authority to be also upon church leader-
ship.2004 Jesus is Lord (God; the One with full authority); no one else! 

MATRIMONY 

Matrimony (marriage) is designated in the Scripture as a covenant 
(vowed) relationship between a man and a woman; as the two become 
one flesh. This is to keep sanctity within marriage; as in any sexual re-
lationship, sin is the prevalent factor when outside the confines of 
marriage.2005 Although it may be construed that marriage mimics the 
relationship between Christ and the church, this would stipulate that 
through marriage humankind would somehow emulate the faithfulness 
of Christ. The truth remains—God is faithful; humankind is not!2006 
This is not to say that we should not be faithful in marriage; for be-
coming one flesh with our spouse (mate) illustrates faithfulness. Rather 
this is to say that we do as God commanded, yet never proclaiming 
our actions to mimic the holy, righteous and faithful acts of Christ. 

2001 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8.
2002 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.
2003 John 4:20-24.
2004 Hebrews 5:1-10; 9:1-28; 1 Timothy 2:1-6.
2005 Genesis 2:18-25; 1 Corinthians 7:1-9; Hebrews 13:4.
2006 2 Timothy 2:11-13.
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Our victory is solely by God’s grace; to theorize other ways of victory 
would be foolish. 

Although the Roman Catholic Church states that divorce is never 
an option, the Scriptures state otherwise.2007 Individuals, who marry, 
should neither make divorce nor infidelity an option. The bonds of mar-
riage when kept according to Biblical standards are broken only by the 
death of either the husband or wife; at which time the remaining indi-
vidual may marry again without guilt or sin.2008 Dissolving of marriage 
is Biblically sound only if by death or unfaithfulness; therefore any state-
ment which emphasizes that divorce can never happen is incorrect. 

ANOINTING THE SICK (EXTREME UNCTION) 

Catholicism also has as one of its sacraments something called “extreme 
unction.” Extreme unction as first introduced, was the final act of the 
Church supposedly assisting the soul of a dying individual to enter eter-
nity (the complement and completion of penance). Through Vatican II 
reform, extreme unction became an act of assisting sick or dying believers 
with prayer and bible reading (anointing of the sick). Extreme unction 
is believed to be a conveyor of grace as through man’s works. Catholicism 
also teaches that the amount of grace received is contingent upon the 
individual’s disposition; this of course being an indication that grace (un-
merited favor) can be deserved as by demeanor and personal works. 

As can be witnessed by the aforementioned statement, Extreme 
Unction claims to be a cause of invisible grace. Although the Scripture 
states that we are to pray for the sick; Extreme Unction takes this to 
the extreme by proclaiming that the anointing itself confers grace. 
Noticed within all the sacraments, Catholic doctrine proclaims that ac-
tions (works) by man confer the gift of God’s grace. Within the book 
of James (5:13-16), we are indeed told to pray for the sick and anoint 
them with oil. The anointing with oil is to symbolize the presence of 
God (Psalm 23:5); yet oil being used to treat some ailments should never 
be construed to heal all sicknesses. Yes, we are to pray for healing, and 
render assistance to our brothers and sisters in Christ whenever possible. 
In all these things, we must remember that the works of God (including 
healing) are according to His will.2009  

2007 1 Corinthians 7:10-17; Matthew 5:31, 32; Mark 10:1-12.
2008 Romans 7:1-6; 1 Corinthians 7:39, 40.
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The Roman Catholic doctrine of Extreme Unction was derived from 
the James 5:13-16 passages. The doctrine of Extreme Unction as a sac-
rament is focused not upon healing or treatment, but rather upon 
impending death. The James 5:14 passage when taken in context with 
vs. 13 and 15, demonstrates the healing mentioned to be in a spiritual 
context. When we are lacking (backsliding) physically, this is because 
we have become ill spiritually. Praying for one another demonstrates 
compassion and love; within these comes healing. Yes, God heals the 
sick; when it is His will to do so! Yes, God’s mercy and grace are available 
to all who believe. Yes, God’s lovingkindness is everlasting. In all these 
wonderful aspects of our Lord’s compassion for us, do we yet demand 
more; even to the point of believing ourselves to have the ability to con-
vey God’s grace (unmerited favor)? 

The largest difference between Protestantism and Catholicism re-
garding matters of the faith, are found in matters of authority within 
Catholicism. According to Roman Catholic doctrine, traditions passed 
down by church Fathers as well as papal pronouncements; hold as much 
authority as the Bible, and this aside of the Catholic Bible having fifteen 
books beyond the sixty six books of the Scripture canon which is held 
by Protestants. At the Council of Trent in A.D. 1546, Roman Catholic 
leadership announced the authority of traditions, the Latin Vulgate of 
the Scriptures, as well as the Roman church as interpreters of the 
Gospel. 

With the aforementioned regarding the traditions followed within 
Christendom (the Christian religion) even to this day, can any of these 
traditions be found to have been mentioned by Christ to the apostles 
within the pages of the Gospel?! Roman Catholicism proclaims the 
church (ekklaysia—an assembly) to be the “The Holy Mother Church,” 
and by this statement proclaims the church to have divine qualities as 
does Christ. In this proclamation by Catholic leadership; as itself having 
this divine sanctioned quality; came the statement that aside from the 
universal Church of believers (Apostolic Roman Church) none can be 
saved. By them claiming themselves to be infallible (without error), the 
prideful door to apostasy opened wide; for they make proclamations, 
expecting and demanding that all follow without question lest they be 
condemned to hell. 

2009 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.
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THE PAPACY 

First let us realize what is meant by a reference to the Pope as “Pontiff.” 
The title of Pontiff for the Pope came about when the church joined 
itself with the ruling authorities of Rome in the third and fourth cen-
turies. With the union of the church with the state (Roman ruling 
authorities), came an end to religious freedoms involving acts of worship 
and faith; for the “church” had become an established entity governed 
by the state. With this union, came severe persecution and civil punish-
ment to any who refused adherence to the doctrine of the established 
church. With the union came rendered authority from the state to church 
leadership, which led to certain forms of freedom and actions by church 
leaders; yet at the expense of spiritual liberty and self-discipline. The 
church leadership became arrogant in their newly founded authority 
from the state! The outward lowliness and oppression which had been 
long lived during the first three centuries; along with the internal grate-
fulness to God by faith, diminished as organized state-religion replaced 
true worship from one’s heart. From this point forward up to the sixth 
century, departure from the state-church’s authority was met with civil 
penalties; banishment, confiscation, and occasionally with death. The 
severe harshness of the Roman church leadership became better known 
to commoners, than the Roman church heretical teachings. Although 
the believing Emperor Constantine (surnamed the Great A.D. 306-337) 
had ordered religious freedom for all (A.D. 312), in his attempts to stop 
persecutions upon Christians and put an end to idolatry in the empire, 
as he maintained reverence for God; his successors the Popes were not 
so lenient, for they insisted that all religious activities and worship was 
either according to their doctrine, or the practice of the secular world 
which would never be saved. Remember, according to Roman Catholic 
leadership (the papacy) it’s their way, or damnation. 

Pope Gregory the Great repudiated the title “Ecumenical Bishop” 
as an anti-Christian assumption; and yet it is comparatively harmless as 
compared with the official titles of his successors, who claim to be: the 
Vicars of Christ, the vice-regents of God Almighty on earth, and the in-
fallible organs of the Holy Spirit in all matters of faith and discipline. 

As the supposed authority of the pontiff within Catholicism grew, 
many world rulers would show undue homage to the Pope in attempts 
to gain entrance into God’s kingdom as by the Pope’s blessing. Can a 
man bless someone else into heaven? Originally the Pontiff (pontifex) 
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was the emperor or king who was in supreme command of the nation 
or country. The pontiff of a country or nation is quite different from 
someone who claims to be the supreme leader (pontiff maximi) of a re-
ligious order. Just as the pontiff of many nations sought homage from 
the inhabitants of the land, so also does the pontiff maximi (Pope) seek 
that homage would also be rendered to him. Does this seem appropriate 
behavior for a spiritual leader? This instance can be compared with 
Mordecai’s refusal to pay homage to Haman, for Haman desired inap-
propriate homage to be paid to him from someone who reverently 
feared God.2010 Is it appropriate for believers to pay homage due God 
to any human being? Is it appropriate that a supposed spiritual leader 
would ever expect such homage to be rendered? 

Let us consider other names by which the Pope seeks homage: 
 

Holy Father—Are we to call any spiritual leader our “father”? We 1.
have but one spiritual Father, who is in heaven!2011 This fact given 
us by Christ Jesus! 

 
Holy See—This is to claim that the Pope (Vatican) is the head of all 2.
priests (subordinate spiritual leadership); whether Cardinals, 
Bishops, etc. Who is the head of the church (all who are called)?2012  
 

Are there actually any priests within the Body of Christ other than Jesus 
Christ? Please remember—the Body of Christ and the Nation of Israel 
are not synonymous; priests of the Levitical priesthood from the lineage 
of Aaron are not priestly within the Body of Christ; therefore neither 
is anyone else! Priests of the Old Testament were priests of the Old 
Covenant; the old is gone, behold the new has come which holds but 
One who is our mediator and High Priest!2013 

During the scholastic period, the papacy claimed supreme authority 
over the entire world. This concept arose from the notion that Christ 
had given the Apostle Peter authority over the other apostles, as the 
papacy believed that Peter was the rock upon which Christ would build 
His church. When Jesus made the statement to Peter, His statement 

2010 Esther 5:9-14.
2011 Matthew 23:8-10.
2012 Ephesians 1:18-23; 4:14-16; Colossians 1:15-20.
2013 Hebrews 3:1-6; 5:1-10; 7:4-8:13; 9:15-28.
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was regarding Peter’s name (Petros: rock or boulder, masculine) and 
(upon this rock: petra, feminine); one acknowledging Peter’s accurate 
statement about Him (the Christ; chosen One—Son of the living God), 
and the other to emphasize that the church would be built upon Christ 
Himself (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:11).2014 Even if the statement had been 
that the church would be built upon Peter (although not), would the 
gathering of believers within God’s grace (church) been founded upon 
a frail human being whose weakness was demonstrated shortly thereafter 
when Peter denied Christ three times!2015 If the statement was as the 
papacy proclaimed, then the church was founded upon weakness, and 
would have been destined to fail; for only the grace and power of God 
Himself could bring sustained victory. 

Both Gratian and Thomas Aquinas taught that the Pope is the su-
preme head who guarantees purity of morals and teaching, therefore to 
disobey any word spoken by the Pope is to disobey God. This truly places 
the Pope as “Vicar of Christ” (within Catholic doctrine) with authority 
over the earth; yet is not our Lord present Himself and in full authority 
(Greek - kuros; kurios). If a misconstrued statement as aforementioned 
could lead to humans believing themselves to hold the power of Christ 
(God); how could they possibly lead others to freedom in the truth, when 
they themselves obviously remain captive to both delusion and decep-
tion? How can those spiritually stagnant by delusion and deception, 
teach spiritual accountability to others? The papacy in no certain terms 
stated that we are all Roman Catholic in submission to the Pope, or we 
are doomed to eternal condemnation. At this point it should be remem-
bered, the Roman Catholic priesthood is actually the revised priesthood 
of the Babylonian Mystery Rites Religion, which is shrouded in mystery; 
thus a religion of mysticism (vague thinking and ritual). 

The papacy proclamation of authority went further, as Innocent III 
declared that all civil authority should be subject to the Pope. This does 
not take into account that Satan was given authority over the earth at 
the time of Adam’s fall, and yet deceives those who claim authority in 
and of themselves.2016 In A.D. 1302 Pope Boniface VIII stated that the 
Pope had authority over two realms, as the Pope wielded the spiritual 

2014 Matthew 16:13-20.
2015 Matthew 26:31-34, 69-75.
2016 2 Corinthians 4:1-18.
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sword as well as the temporal sword. Pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand) 
claimed that he was accountable to God for the kingdoms of the earth. 
This is the Hildebrand considered by many to be an impure and selfish 
man, now proclaiming the world’s kingdoms accountable to him, as he 
(supposedly) was accountable to God for all earthly kingdoms. Pope 
Gregory VII believed that all kingdoms were to bow to his authority. 

Pope Boniface VIII declared that all human creatures were to be 
subject to the Roman Pontiff (Pope) (Unam sanctam), if they are to be 
redeemed (A.D. 1299). This is to say that the salvation of all humans, 
is a matter of decision by the Pope; is this not also to believe that a man 
(Pope) councils God regarding the salvation of His (God’s) children!2017 
The first Vatican Council, in A.D. 1870 proclaimed: 

 
Peter, the Prince and Chief of the Apostles, the pillar of faith 
and foundation of the Catholic Church, received the keys of 
the kingdom from our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour and 
Redeemer of mankind, and lives, presides, and judges, to this 
day and always, in his successors the Bishops of the Holy See of 
Rome which was founded by him and consecrated by his blood. 
Whence, whoever succeeds to Peter in this See, does by the in-
stitution of Christ himself obtain the primacy of Peter over the 
whole Church. . . . blessed Peter, abiding in the strength of the 
Rock that he received, has not given up the direction of the 
Church undertaken by him. . . . the Roman Pontiff possess the 
primacy over the whole world, and that the Roman Pontiff is 
the successor of Blessed Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and is 
true Vicar of Christ, and Head of the whole Church, and 
Father and Teacher of all Christians; and that full power was 
given to him in Blessed Peter to feed, rule, and govern the 
Universal Church by Jesus Christ our Lord.2018 

 
Please note by the aforementioned Vatican Council proclamation—
Peter supposedly guides the Pope in his leadership of the church. Are 
there any Biblical accounts whatsoever that would indicate that a past 
(dead) saint yet renders guidance in the present age? Are there any 

2017 Romans 11:33-36.
2018 Kenneth Scott Latourette, A History of Christianity (New York: Harper, 1953), pp. 223-24.
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Biblical accounts whatsoever which state that the Lord has allocated 
His personal authority as God to a single individual or group of human 
beings?2019 The tenth century A.D. brought the darkest time period of 
the papacy. From the combination of the state and church, demoraliza-
tion began within the state and quickly passed to the Latin Church and 
inevitably to the papacy; for arrogance and superstition replaced wor-
shipping God in spirit and in truth! Within the demoralization which 
came forth, was included the pride within the papacy which led them 
to proclaim themselves to have the power of Christ’s authority on earth. 
By the maintaining of this secular inappropriate pride, the papacy has 
proclaimed authority to do as they choose; proclaiming that all believers 
are under the authority of their (Roman Catholic) laws, which they yet 
dictate as necessary in order to be saved. With Roman Catholicism pray-
ing and seeking guidance from Mary, Peter, saints and angels; it seems 
the only One they do not seek guidance from is the Lord! Does this 
seem appropriate for a “Christian” organization; when prayers are made 
to many, except the One (God) who actually hears and warns from 
heaven?2020 The fact that the Lord’s chastisements have never come 
upon those within Catholicism, proves the fact that God has no involve-
ment whatsoever within the darkness of the religion; nor can He, as 
religion of the flesh remains diametrically opposed to the light of truth 
which is foundational to the Lord! 

Let us now look at the progression of pride which laid cause for 
Satan to be cast from heaven. Please note similarities between Satan’s 
initial desire to be above the angels (stars), and how the progression of 
pride did not cease until his (Satan’s) desire was nothing less than being 
like the Most High. Do you notice any similarities between Satan’s pride 
to be above all other angels, and the pride of the papacy to be above all 
other humans? NOTE—The recesses of the north (v. 13), in pagan lit-
erature was an indication of the abode of the gods of Babylon who 
supposedly ruled over the entire universe. Please also note in the 1 
Timothy 3 passages, the general demeanor which is to be present in 
church leadership; lest they fall prey to the snares of the devil. As you 
read the Timothy passages, please keep in mind the demeanor and pro-
clamations of Pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand). 

2019 Isaiah 42:1-25, specific v. 8.
2020 Hebrews 12:25-29.
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Isaiah 14:12-14: “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of 
the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the 
earth, You who have weakened the nations! “But you said in 
your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly 
In the recesses of the north. ‘I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
 
1 Timothy 3:1-7: It is a trustworthy statement: if any man as-
pires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 
An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, un-contentious, 
free from the love of money. He must be one who manages his 
own household well, keeping his children under control with 
all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he take care of the church of God?); and 
not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the 
condemnation incurred by the devil. And he must have a good 
reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not 
fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

SUMMATION 

Is there any Biblical account for the teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church; or has accountability to Gospel realistic truth even been a 
factor within the religious traditions as instituted and proclaimed? 
Insidious beliefs and teachings demonstrate how terribly the wiles of 
Satan can invade lives, when “religion” takes precedence over loving 
the Lord with all submissive sincerity.2021 Can Catholicism be construed 
as “Christian” in nature; or does the evidence of Gospel truth illustrate 
Catholic teachings to be of a detestable nature?2022 Although it may 
have held aspects (few) of “Christianity” originally, the many facets of 
the religion have been built with the passing of time as by following 
the Pope rather than Christ; all facets of the religion (Catholicism) now 

2021 Ephesians 6:10-20; Matthew 22:36-40. 
2022 Galatians 1:6-10; 1 Timothy 4:1-5, specific vs. 1-3; 1 John 4:1-6.
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being contrary to Scripture? Just as individuals have followed human 
leadership either toward or away from God for generations; this of 
course not including the remnant who always follow God as by His 
standards of worship and devotional service; so also occurred within 
Catholicism as from (more so) the fifth and sixth centuries during the 
Dark Ages. From the time of Emperor Constantine with the inaugura-
tion of the imperial state-church in the fourth century, far too many 
tangents away from true worship of God were taken, with far too many 
individuals following blindly due fear instilled by intimidation. It should 
be understood, the only reason why the Babylonian Mysteries Religion 
(Roman Catholicism) held to any aspect of Christianity initially upon 
covert entry through the church at Pergamum, was for attachment to 
Christianity so as to begin the deception for the purpose of tolerance; 
which occurred during the time period of Thyatira.2023 After the religion 
was tolerated and accepted fully, there was no longer any necessity to 
continue the façade; for the purpose of the religion was always to deceive 
those within Christianity so they would become converts of the 
Christian religion (initiated, instigated and influenced by the Babylonian 
Mysteries; Roman Catholicism), which was according to Satan’s schemes 
and influential commands!  

Please consider this, the most self-delusive and deluding form of pride, 
is false humility! Because Jesus had not returned by a time deemed ap-
propriate by Catholic leadership, it was reasoned by Catholic leaders that 
the Lord wanted church leadership to initiate and establish His kingdom 
upon the earth; although this was actually but a part of the façade. In 
conjunction with this inane form of reasoning, came the assumption that 
the Jews had been set aside permanently, and the church replaced them 
as God’s chosen people. The Jews have always been the chosen of God, 
and He (Jesus) will again draw them unto Himself exactly when God 
chooses. The book of Revelation, as well as many other prophesies from 
Scripture make this fact perfectly clear! Rather than waiting patiently 
upon the Lord; which they had no intention of ever doing; men of the 
revised priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries stepped out in their selfish 
stubborn pride and arrogance, where they have remained serving “self” 
and the Great Deceiver (Satan); for as God is opposed to the proudly 
foolish, it was not Him they ever intended to serve or worship! 

2023 Revelation 2:12-29.
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By close examination of the inappropriate physical acts of ritualistic 
worship which take precedence within Roman Catholicism, it is clear 
to anyone who has studied the Gospel and Biblical history, that Catholic 
leadership indeed believe they will inherit the earth under their own 
authority! The Jews have followed many forms of physical worship 
throughout their history, for theirs is an earthly (physical) kingdom; the 
Body of Christ (true born again believers) will inherit a spiritual 
heavenly kingdom.2024 The Jews walked by sight, Christians are to walk 
by faith; yet many do not, as they seek to replace God’s chosen people 
(the Jews), which will never (ever) happen! As aforementioned within 
the portion regarding the Papacy, extreme arrogance derived from pride 
has led Catholic leadership continually toward the ultimate form of 
human individuality (blatant self-centeredness; narcissism; religious su-
periority); which is an abomination to God! The initiator of this ultimate 
form of “self,” would settle for nothing less than being like the Most 
High, and this also becomes the goal of those who follow the initiator 
(Satan). Satan’s ultimate volition of “self” resulted in his being cast from 
heaven; those who follow him (Satan) as by their beliefs and behavior 
will neither enter the kingdom of God! The very gall of frail, weak 
human beings attempting to establish a kingdom which only the power 
and wisdom of God can bring forth, makes evident the same ultimate 
foolishness of individuality (self) as was initiated and then established 
unto human beings through Adam and Eve. This is quite simple, if the 
person leading you is not patiently trusting in God, you have no spiritual 
basis by which to trust in them!  

The Lord Jesus Christ has told us that He will one day return. The 
Scriptures make it plainly clear that we are to look forward to His ap-
pearing, at which time He will take us home. Is this a basis of continued 
teaching within Catholicism, or is their teaching continually in regard 
to ritualistic worship and always looking back for the sake of traditions 
upon this earth? Please do not misunderstand me, even though it is true 
that I abhor Catholicism, especially because it is considered and pro-
claimed “Christian” in nature; I yet love dearly the deceived individuals, 
who have strayed from the truth of the Gospel.2025 Catholicism being 
considered “Christian” leads me to ask the question—“what lord are 

2024 1 Corinthians 15:35-58.
2025 Ephesians 6:12; 1 Peter 5:6-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10; James 5:19, 20.
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they serving”; he is obviously not the God of the Bible?”2026 The Lord 
Jesus Christ of the bible died once for all; yet the Jesus worshipped 
within Catholicism needs to be re-crucified daily (Mass); this proven 
by worship which emphasizes the body and blood of Jesus (Lord’s 
Supper; proclamation of His death), as the primary basis of ritualistic 
religious practice.2027 The Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible intercedes for 
believers with the full authority of His position (God); Catholicism 
teaches that Mary and the Pope also have this authority. To study 
Catholicism is to find that the religious ritualistic acts they perform and 
all of their teachings are not Biblical! How can this be if the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the chosen One of God (Messiah) is whom they worship; the 
answer of course being that the God of the Bible has no place within 
Catholicism! Rubber stamping the name of Jesus to this evinced blatant 
form of false faith and worship is what I abhor! Many nuns & brothers 
within Catholicism I truly respect, for several I have known personally 
are reverent of God and loving in heart. What a shame that these loving 
individuals are entangled in such false worship and heretical doctrine! 
Having attempted to reach several with the truth regarding the spiritual 
relational reality, and having but a few accept the truth; evidence directly 
reveals the power of Satan’s deceptions within the religion, and how by 
Satan’s power and guile the many were incapable of coming to reality 
of truth!2028 Anyone who does not believe the brain washing potential 
within religion led by Satan is completely without understanding as to 
the primary foe of the spiritual relational reality (righteous Christianity); 
and this due to endeavors to find and know God through the flesh, 
which achieves only delusion and failure!2029 
 
Please consider the following factors: 
 

There are two basic principles (three sources) of “faith” followed by 1.
most men regarding the existence of God (Scholastic Theology). 

Corpus Juris Canonici (Gratian) - I believe in order that I may •
know. This is a potential basis of walking by faith, for we must 
never attribute faith to only those things we personally can 

2026 1 Corinthians 8:5, 6; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
2027 Hebrews 7:26, 27; 9:11-14; 10:5-14; 1 Peter 3:13-4:6.
2028 2 Corinthians 4:1-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; Hebrews 5:8-10; 1 Peter 5:6-11.
2029 Ephesians 6:10-18, specific vs. 10-12.
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explain and/or fully understand. When we trust God for 
growth and increase, we then submit to Him so as to learn.2030  
Sic et Non (yes or no) (Abaelard) - I believe that which I may •
understand. 

 
Abaelard was a bit confusing in his belief system. Although he had stated 
that belief was necessary in order to know (Corpus Juris Canonici), he 
also stated that faith had to be founded upon inquiry and experience; 
this obviously contradictory. Abaelard’s philosophy borders on the teach-
ings of Immanuel Kant (A.D. 1724-1804), who believed that knowledge, 
could not exist apart from human reason and scientific investigation. 
Kant believed that God is solely a postulate of human consciousness; 
therefore God is but a subjective function of the human mind. In a like 
manner as Kant went to the extreme believing we can reason and 
thereby fully understand God; this is but the work of pride and arro-
gance, in seeking to understand God in the flesh. On far too many 
occasions, men have started out to accomplish something effective in 
regard to better knowing God, yet failing to beware in their endeavors 
as by appropriate spiritual focus, soon fell short of godly intent as by 
distraction, carnal motive, and human intellectual prowess.2031 It should 
always be remembered—without faith it is impossible to please God, 
as God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble; therefore, 
God’s giving of grace is preceded by an individual’s humble submission 
by faith, which is preceded by denial of “self” (all that is foundational 
to human volition; including pride and arrogance).  

The teachings of Abaelard came forth from the foundation of human 
reason, which is a basis of Papal Catholicism; in addition to the origins 
from the Babylonian Mysteries Religion, from which came belief in the 
Baals and Goddesses of the Ashtaroth. Although Abaelard was not lib-
erally close minded as was Kant, he yet placed emphatic insistence upon 
that which is fully understood; therefore the efficiency of the sacraments. 
  

Libri Quatour Sententiarum (Four Books of Sentences) •
(Peter the Lombard). Peter the Lombard was the father of 
Systematic Theology in the Catholic religion. The 

2030 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; Hebrews 11:1-6.
2031 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 1 Timothy 1:3-11.
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Lombard produced the most popular theological text-
book referencing dogmatic theology of the Middle Ages; 
much of this derived from his being a proponent of both 
Abaelard (more so) and Gratian. The seven sacraments 
were emphasized by Peter the Lombard; with the 
elements being transmuted into the body and blood of 
Christ (transubstantiation) during the sacrament of 
communion (Eucharist). Peter taught that communion is 
a sacrifice; although the Scripture states that it (Lord’s 
Supper) is an act of remembrance.2032  

 
Most traditions followed within Christendom (actually the Christian 
religion), were originated by Roman Catholicism. The Roman Catholic 
Church has always believed that acts of works are necessary for one’s 
salvation; which is the heretical teaching of the church (Roman 
Catholic) which was protested by the Reformers, such as Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, and John Knox. The reformers realized that the salvation 
of believers is solely by the grace of God through faith, and this com-
pletely apart from works (Ephesians 2:4-9). The Roman Catholic 
leadership prior to the Reformation Period being furious that normal 
lay persons would dare question and protest against its authority, as by 
actually reading the Bible and thereby coming to knowledge of the 
truth, went forth and murdered thousands of Christians to stop any at-
tempts at reform, which was known as the Inquisition. The Roman 
Catholic Church had adulterated the Bible to suit their own philoso-
phies of religion which involves works for salvation, and this they 
accomplished by the sacraments and by the festive traditions now ad-
hered to by the church (Christian religion). This is manmade religion 
(mysticism), which holds to the philosophy that—if it feels right it must 
therefore be valid. Of course manmade religion seems right to those 
who wrote it; yet Biblically all such religion is worthless for any good 
thing, including salvation.2033 Once Catholic leadership fell prey to the 
ultimate wretchedness of individuality which proclaims “I will be like 
the Most High,” they intentionally remained aloof the narrow path of 
God’s righteousness upon the wide path of spiritual destruction; upon 

2032 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.
2033 Romans 10:1-13; Colossians 2:20-23.
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which they yet remain and lead others! Catholicism has never been 
Christian (Christ-like); rather only a delusive physical realm ritualistic 
emulator of Satan’s prideful guile! 

The draw of Satan to adhere to such traditions and practices is made 
evident by the multitudes that have followed such foolishness blindly 
and without question. Even the Reformers (Martin Luther, Theodore 
Beza, John Calvin, Berengarius, Peter Waldo) many times failed to com-
pletely separate themselves from Roman Catholic doctrine; thus they 
remained adherent to certain traditions which have no Biblical merit. 
The Reformers were brave in their emphatic endeavors of teaching sal-
vation by grace through faith, for they realized the total depravity which 
exists within human (carnal) endeavor regarding salvation. This is not 
saying that all humans are totally depraved within their demeanor, but 
rather we all are depraved within our sinful nature as all have sinned 
and fallen short of God’s glory.2034 The Reformers understood that 
God’s grace was necessary to redeem fallen man; this completely op-
posed by the Roman Catholic leadership, who believe (even to this day) 
that man was only weakened by sin and thus can work to be uplifted 
from it (salvation by works). When the Reformers carried forward tra-
ditions of rote which were started by the Roman Catholic Church, they 
maintained and taught acts of continued harlotry and deception; for 
they had failed to completely separate themselves from the teachings 
of the Mother of harlots. These failings can be witnessed in the cele-
brations of water baptism, Christmas, Easter, Lent, and assorted 
sacraments, as millions of individuals follow these traditions as by ritual 
and rote; never having actually sought nor gained knowledge as to the 
basis of pagan ritual from whence they came. This is the essence of 
bondage within perpetual perpetrated deception (insidious religion)! 
God cannot and will not bless anything or anyone which/who inten-
tionally wanders in darkness and deception and remains there 
foundational to complacency, for He is the Lord God of light and truth 
whose absolute holiness forbids it! God cannot (impossibility) change 
His nature for anything or anyone; thus it is our responsibility to be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds, and walk accordingly by 
the strength and leadership of the Lord!2035 

2034 Romans 3:21-31. 
2035 Romans 12:1-3; Ephesians 1:13-23; 6:10-18; 2 Timothy 2:1-26.
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TRANSUBSTANTIATION / CONSUBSTANTIATION 

The Catholic religion teaches that at the time of the Eucharist (the 
Mass), the elements of the bread and wine become the actual body and 
blood of Jesus during communion (Transubstantiation - change of sub-
stance).  
 

The Creed of Pope Pius IV stated: “I profess that in the Mass 
is offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for 
the living and the dead; . . . there is truly, really, and substan-
tially, the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity, 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; and that there is a conversion of the 
whole substance of the bread into the body, and of the whole 
substance of the wine into the blood.”2036  
 
John O’Brien, a Roman Catholic, has stated, “The Mass with 
its colorful vestments and vivid ceremonies is a dramatic re-
enactment in an un-bloody manner of the sacrifice of Christ on 
Calvary.”2037  

 
Martin Luther not in agreement, used the term—Consubstantiation. 
Luther did agree that Jesus body and blood were actually present during 
communion, yet believed that the bread and wine remained such. Luther 
used words such as “in, with, and under” to explain the presence of the 
body and blood of Jesus in the celebration. Luther insisted that by par-
ticipation in the sacrament, individuals receive forgiveness of sin and 
confirmation of faith. Luther failed to realize that communion (Lord’s 
Supper) is an act of remembrance; for to truly love Jesus is to remember 
His tremendous atoning sacrifice for us, until He one day returns.2038  

Luther, Calvin and others of the Reformation period, failed to un-
derstand the simplicity of what the Gospel says; this due the way in which 
holding to prior religious teachings, when not completely rejected, main-
tains a form of philosophical bondage upon individuals which hinders 
future investigation and beliefs! God’s grace is the free unmerited favor 
of God; therefore it cannot be earned, bestowed nor merited in any way. 

2036 Loraine Boettner, Roman Catholicism (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1965), 
pp. 168-69.

2037 Loraine Boettner, Roman Catholicism, p. 114.
2038 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, specific vs. 24-26.
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Worship as taught by the Roman Catholic Church teaches that God’s 
grace is given and received by physical acts of worship (sacraments); 
therefore according to Catholic teachings, these acts are necessary to 
receive grace. This is not at all correct according to the Gospel; for if 
grace can be earned, or deservedly bestowed, then it is no longer 
grace!2039 Many doctrines such as this passed down by the Roman 
Catholic Church were carried forward by the Reformers in altered forms; 
having been continued by many denominations even to this day; thus 
the harlotry continues, for hearts are led away from simplicity of devotion 
to Christ as by ritualistic rote which is continued with neither actual 
knowledge nor devotional faith! Physical realm mimics which attempt 
emulation of faith (which is spiritual), are in actualities attempts to wor-
ship God in the flesh (carnality); for as flesh and Spirit are opposed to 
one another, attempts by opposition are in fact worship attempts which 
are opposed to God and the standards of worship He has set forth!2040 
Our bodies are to be presented to God as living and holy sacrifices, which 
is our spiritual service of worship; without denial of “self” the flesh (sinful 
nature) is not crucified, therefore no sacrifice is rendered unto God; 
which denies all potential for spiritual: edification, training, and 
growth.2041 When we attempt to worship God by opposition, can this 
truly be considered an act of devotional love; or are we insistent upon 
doing as we please, while deluding ourselves to believe self-centered be-
havior can please God?2042 True sincere devotional love for God has the 
manifestation in reality that we humbly summit to follow the Lord (spir-
itually); carnal love for God has no manifestations in reality beyond the 
flesh, which cannot please God! Disciplined devotion and submission 
unto the Lord evinces sincerity and love; what does carnal worship and 
self-centeredness evince? 

PERSONAL NOTES REGARDING CATHOLICISM  

AND RELIGIOSITY: 

The simple reality exists that Catholicism has nothing whatsoever to 
do with the God of the Bible; as it is the revised priesthood of the 
Babylonian Mysteries Religion which worships “Ishtar,” the “queen of 

2039 Romans 11:1-6.
2040 Galatians 5:17-26; John 4:20-24.
2041 Romans 12:1-3; Romans 6:1-14; Galatians 2:15-3:9; 6:6-10.
2042 Colossians 2:8-17; James 1:16-25; 2:18-26.
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heaven”; which was always condemned in the Gospel!2043 The 
Babylonian Mysteries Religion has been the primary religion utilized 
by Satan throughout history, to lead those who seek after God astray 
of the truth; this reality continues even to this day! The harsh animosity 
between Islam and actual Christianity was instigated and influenced by 
Roman Catholicism throughout the generations; for Catholicism was 
proclaimed as the “Christian Church” since the fourth century A.D., 
and this because it was tolerated unto full acceptance of it! The God of 
the Bible is simply utilized as an excuse within Catholicism, for attach-
ment to Christianity, to lead multitudes astray of the truth; thus away 
from the one true God and Savior of the Bible from whom comes sal-
vation! This is in essence the influenced deceptive coercion of Satan; 
for his servants both deceive and remain deceived, many by choice!2044 
Each and every aspect of Catholic doctrine and ritualistic worship vio-
lates Biblical standards for the Body of Christ; thus Catholicism is not 
“Christian” (Christ-like) in the least! If individuals within this pagan 
form of religion actually studied the Bible, they would realize that they 
and the religion itself are all held captive by Satan to do his will (being 
deceived and deceiving others)!2045  

Although it is true that I absolutely abhor the deceptive Catholic re-
ligion, I yet love everyone held captive by its deceptive doctrines and 
ritualistic worship practices; for being concerned for the salvation of 
all human beings (mind of Christ), the sheer numbers of the plethora 
of individuals who will remain eternally separated from God (con-
demned) because of this insidious religion is extremely disheartening!2046 
The fact of Satan’s influence (leadership) in Catholicism is proven by 
the fact of how multitudes of Catholics argue adamantly against the 
truth; in defense of their religion (ignorantly); for this directly evidences 
the power of deception which Satan holds over them! The cowardice 
of many scholars, who have understanding of the reality of Catholicism, 
is proven, as they will not proclaim the truth regarding Catholicism; 
this proving that “personal comfort and safety” is more important to 
oneself within multitudes, than the salvation of others! I agree with the 
summation by the Apostle John, when considering the blatant meanness 

2043 Jeremiah 7:18, 19; 44:16-29.
2044 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
2045 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
2046 Revelation 2:20-23.
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and deceptions of carnal religiosity, cowardice, and selfish human am-
bition; for the conclusion is this—“Amen Come, Lord Jesus!”2047  

Having continued to proclaim the truth to Catholics to whom I have 
come in contact; a few received and thereby came to knowledge of the 
Biblical truth, whereas the greater numbers never did. Please under-
stand, when reaching out to those held captive by Satan to believe 
falsehoods (blatant religious deceptions), conversations were forthcom-
ing in love (on my part); although many of them have hated me hence 
that time! Although we must respect people’s decisions regarding reli-
gions they have and/or continue to follow; only those who are selfish 
would deter from speaking the truth; and this seeking personal comfort, 
by avoidance of the persecution which comes forth when the truth is 
proclaimed (the truth hurts)!2048 If and when we refuse to speak the 
Gospel truth in love, we in fact turn against Christ (Jesus); for procla-
mation of Gospel truth is proclamation of the “reality of God!”2049  

Those who are truly loving study the Gospel diligently, so as to speak 
the necessary Gospel truth; whereas those who remain abounding with 
“self” deny the truth for the sake of personal comfort, affectation, du-
plicity, and ostentation! Multitudes may say that it is not our place to 
offend, yet it is the truth that offends those held captive; yet which is 
worse, the offence brought forth by Gospel truth which can bring forth 
the potential for freedom in Christ, or an eternity of regret and suffering 
in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone (hell)! A true and real-
istic relationship with God is all about God primarily, and secondly 
about the salvation of all others; it is for this reason that we must pro-
claim the Gospel truth in love! Anyone who has never had actual 
intimate fellowship with the Lord will deny the aforementioned factors; 
for without the reality of God’s indwelling, only selfish religious decep-
tions, laziness, assumption, conjecture, and concept remains! 

It is an unfortunate fact that multitudes of individuals will put forth 
great effort regarding aspects of life in corporeal form, such as: “self,” 
finances, credit scores, employment, enjoyment, careers, games, fantasy, 
vacations, sports, family, relatives, friends, material objects, retirement, 
etc.; yet put forth very little effort to investigate the religion or belief 

2047 Revelation 22:21.
2048 1 John 4:1-6; Romans 8:1-21; Ephesians 4:4-32; James 5:19, 20; 1 Peter 4:8-19.
2049 Matthew 12:30; Luke 12:8, 9.
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system which they adhere to or follow. Within the Gospel, many warn-
ings are rendered as to false teachers and teachings, and the many ways 
in which individuals can be led astray from simplicity of devotion, and 
proper righteous worship. Because the only way to joyful eternal life 
with the Lord God is from within the spiritual relational reality, it seems 
that one’s relationship with the Lord should be of the highest priority 
and effort in an individual’s life; yet within religion, and even with many 
within the spiritual relational reality which is foundational to the reality 
of God, most individuals put forth the least effort and motivation. This 
is due to the difficulty within the transition between the physical and 
spiritual realms, especially when the reality of the Gospel truth and the 
work of God have been bypassed (rejected) through fleshly attempts 
(religiosity; intellectual prowess) to achieve a relationship with God! 
The primary reason for this is because of foolish stubborn and rebellious 
pride, which obscures any spiritual reality; this due primarily because 
the imperative regarding “denial of self” is also rejected as not necessary! 
Because foolish adolescent pride is the primary defense mechanism 
which seeks to protect human insecurities and because the imperatives 
from God are denied and/or rejected; a stalemate exists, as God cannot 
work when He is denied and/or rejected! When the Gospel is adhered 
to by seeking of the truth, and submitting to by following the Biblical 
standards and guidelines pertaining to the reality of the Christ (Jesus), 
God can begin and continue the good work of which He alone is ca-
pable, un-hindered by fleshly indulgences within religious endeavor. 

A primary basis, by which Catholicism and the many denominations 
within the Christian religion are exactly alike, is that they all deny the 
reality of God and the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) within ha-
bitual denial of Biblical truth which is imperative for salvation.2050 
Catholicism is designed (according to Satan’s deceitful scheming) to 
keep individuals from coming to the reality of the Christ by placing the 
Christ (Jesus) subordinate to Mary within the salvation process; this by 
denying the deity of Jesus, by comparison with the supposed authority 
of corporeal human leadership, although the former is of Spirit and the 
latter of the flesh; the two being in opposition one to the other, this by 
both Spirit / flesh and truth / deception, respectively!2051 Just as Catholic 

2050 John 12:46-50; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
2051 Galatians 1:6-9; 5:16-25, specific vs. 16, 17.
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leadership proclaims Mary to hold authority in the heavens (although 
not), the leadership beliefs themselves to hold authority in the heavens; 
although their beliefs and proclamations are of blatant deceptions: 
Pontiff, Holy See, Vicar of Christ; ability to forgive sins, infallibility! 
Just as the reality of God is denied within Catholicism leading to a bla-
tant denial of the Christ as aforementioned, so also is the reality of God 
denied within the denominations of the Christian religion, as the pri-
mary pulpit proclamation is to accept Jesus as Savior for salvation 
(simple speaking of words); although within this falsehood the reality 
of God’s divine work (preparing, drawing, and teaching) is rejected, by 
the reality that He is completely bypassed within the false proclamations, 
and the actions which follow! God is almighty, Jesus holds full authority; 
thus no one comes to the reality of the Christ and salvation, unless 
drawn by God’s powerful divine work, with fulfillment by the authority 
of the King unto righteous fruition!2052 Although this is the Biblical 
fact; Catholic leadership believes they hold the power and authority of 
salvation; while the Christian religion denominations belief they can 
achieve salvation aloof the reality of God’s powerful divine work (which 
is the “power” of Christianity)!2053 Within these completely unrighteous 
and religious behaviors and practices, the aforementioned (Catholicism 
/ Christian religious denominations) believe themselves to be greater 
than God; for by their actions they do as they please, belief as they 
choose, and continue practices which are neither Biblical nor righteous; 
for being aloof the reality of God and the “reality of the Christ,” they 
yet continue to seek God through carnal endeavor; although in two 
completely separate realms (physical / Spirit)! The reality of God and 
the reality of the Christ can never be understood in the flesh; therefore, 
those who continue to seek Jesus in the flesh will never come to the 
spiritual relational reality, as the veil of obscurity remains; for the veil 
is removed within the relationship, and the relationship is started and 
carried forth by the divine work of God, with fulfillment by the sacrifice 
and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal fruition!2054 
Everything which is done within the religiosity of both Catholicism 
and Christian religion denominations is according to Satan’s schemes 

2052 John 6:44, 45; 14:6, 7; cf. Jeremiah 31:3; Ephesians 2:13-22.
2053 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
2054 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, specific vs. 5-18.

The Big If 763



to stay individuals from any spiritual reality; for a spiritual reality is 
contrary to the ritualistic practices of Catholicism, and the traditions 
and doctrinal practices of rote which are flagrant within both 
(Catholicism / Christian religion); for “practicing” religion foundational 
to the flesh is “practice” of darkness, which is absolutely contrary to the 
light of truth, worshipping God in spirit and in truth, and the kind in-
tention of God’s will which leads individuals unto the spiritual reality 
away from the ways of the flesh and elemental principles of the 
world!2055 With the multitudes held captive to “practice” that which is 
of the flesh and world, and in doing so “practicing” lawlessness, the re-
ality of God is rejected and outright denied; for legitimate children of 
God cannot “practice” sin, as sin is lawlessness!2056 The Levitical Law 
set forth by God pointed directly to the coming Messiah (Christ), for 
it was a “tutor” which taught the imperative of faith-based acceptance 
of the Christ (Messiah); which upon acceptance of the truth regarding 
the glory of Christ (reality of the Christ), all use of “religion” became 
irrelevant and futile, as after actual acceptance of the glory of Christ by 
faith the Law was fully realized and established within the few (remnant) 
who submitted to the “reality of God’s divine work, and followed Him 
upon the narrow path of His righteousness!”2057 These facts are contrary 
to the carnality of religiosity and seeking God through the flesh, with 
but a concept of faith; yet those who seek comfort and ease within the 
flesh as by adherence and acceptance of the ways of the world, reject 
the spiritual reality for the sake of continued carnality which rejects all 
that is of the kind intention of God’s will!2058 The Biblical fact remains 
that those who are led by God away from the flesh and ways of the 
world unto the spiritual reality are His legitimate children; whereas 
those who remain fleshly and earthy, having rejected the imperative re-
ality of God’s divine spiritual work, remain solely of the flesh, with only 
assumption and conjecture of actual spirituality, and this because of bla-
tant disobedience regarding the Biblical standards set forth by God!2059 
Although multitudes claim to know and love God; the reality remains 

2055 Galatians 4:3-11; Colossians 2:8-10, 20-23; Hebrews 5:12-6:6.
2056 1 John 1:5-10; 3:4-24.
2057 Galatians 3:19-29; Matthew 7:13-27.
2058 Ephesians 1:3-23.
2059 John 12:46-50; Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14; 12:1-21 ; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 3:1-23; 

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Hebrews 5:8-10; 12:1-11. 
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that without diligent seeking of truth, and humble acquiescence unto 
the authority of God in the light of truth, no spiritual reality will come 
forth; for the “spiritual relational reality” is solely by God’s divine work, 
which when denied or rejected rebels against righteous adoption as 
God’s legitimate children! We are truly known by our fruits and motives; 
not by our delusional and deluded words and beliefs! Being a legitimate 
child of God is proven in reality by the divine work of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit; can this reality be witnessed amongst the many?! Is the 
Bible just a gathering of words and emphases, or is the implanted Gospel 
truth a reality; the former is the only evidenced truth regarding multi-
tudes, whereas the latter is the evidenced truth of God’s divine work 
within the remnant; for the former continue to live for the flesh, whereas 
the latter having denied the flesh (“self”) live for God!2060 As God will 
assuredly be “all in all”; the remnant humbly submits unto the Lord for 
this reality to be manifested by His divine work even now while in our 
corporeal bodies; for this is God’s purpose for us according to the kind 
intention of His good, acceptable and perfect will, as He renders “spir-
itual growth” preparing us for the eternal reality!2061 

The literal truth remains that God is the One who takes us beyond 
the flesh unto the spiritual reality, yet His divine and gracious work 
is terribly hindered whenever an individual continues or returns to 
living in and for the flesh! Eternity is a very long time to regret being 
foolish in one’s endeavors pertaining to a relationship with the Lord; 
especially when intentional ignorance was the one factor of which 
many individuals put forth the greatest effort! There really is no excuse 
for this to be occurring in the lives of multitudes; yet the individual 
is always culpable in the matter, as God in the Gospel rendered the 
righteous standards (mandates) which lead to success! In the Gospel 
the Lord God revealed Himself, and rendered by inspiration true fac-
tors of His lovingkindness and grace, in addition to the immensity of 
who He is in reality; yet how many individuals have read and believed 
the experiences of mention in the Gospel, so as to truly and devo-
tionally submit unto the one true God of all creation!  

Actual intimate fellowship with God is absolutely true, correct, and 
real! It is absolutely true that within intimate fellowship with the Lord, 

2060 James 1:1-5:20; Hebrews 4:1-16.
2061 1 Corinthians 15:20-34; reiterated—Ephesians 1:3-23.
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He personally teaches, nurtures, guides, and reveals the spiritual reality 
pertaining to all things both now, and future tense!2062 The spiritual 
growth which is from God alone comes only during times of intimate 
fellowship with Him, which never occurs while any aspect of the flesh 
is involved; for nothing of our flesh can enter into the presence of God; 
which is why Satan instigates physical realm religion, for within religion 
only a concept of the spiritual reality can exist; as God is not allowed 
to carry us forth unto spiritual fulfillment, success, and victory! Denial 
of “self” is of the highest priority for this reality to begin and continue 
unto spiritual maturity; yet I must praise God that individuals can yet 
be saved, even though they have no intention beyond the initial spiritual 
experience of submitting for God’s “drawing” process; which does not 
happen unless the Biblical standards are followed unto acquiescence to 
the Lord!2063 When individuals are prepared and drawn by God unto 
adoption into the spiritual relational reality which saves us, due to God’s 
divine work, the individual experiences complete selflessness and hu-
mility during the righteous confession of faith, which occurs within an 
enlightened taste of the heavenly gift (actual fellowship with God), lead-
ing to submission; this then allows also the motivation which comes 
from the spiritual experience, so that the reality being realized may lead 
to further spiritual endeavors! The salvation of human beings is fulfill-
ment of God’s righteousness within the kind intention of His good, 
acceptable and perfect will; for this reason our salvation is according to 
His righteous instruction and standards! This is the reason that the 
Biblical confession of faith unto salvation is “Jesus as Lord” (Romans 
10:8-10); for this confession selflessly and humbly acknowledges, ac-
cepts, and submits to the divine spiritual nature and authority of God!  

The reason futile “religion” is so abounding upon the earth, and has 
been throughout history (except the Mosaic and Levitical Laws which 
were from God), is because we as human beings want everything ac-
cording to the instigations and influences of our flesh; which 
unfortunately is easily coerced from the demonic realm. The Lord de-
sires to be our God, and have us as His legitimate children; because this 
is the truth of the spiritual relational reality, it is our responsibility to 
submit unto the standards of the Lord; for without this submission we 

2062 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 John 1:1-10; Hebrews 5:8-10.
2063 Romans 10:8-10; John 1:12, 13; 6:44-65; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-10.
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never actually go beyond to submit unto the Lord (in reality)! Our sal-
vation is the ultimate blessing of our submission, acceptance and 
obedience regarding the Lord; and this because of who He is and the 
work of which He alone is capable; not because of who we are in and 
of ourselves! We are blessed with salvation as the result of seeking the 
truth and receiving knowledge of it from the Lord, who is the reality 
of pure truth and light; thus our salvation is contingent upon the rela-
tionship of the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ)!2064 Our salvation 
is not contingent upon seeking eternal salvation in our flesh, by holding 
to but a concept of the reality of the Christ; which is the foundational 
basis of all religions which claim Jesus simply as Savior! This matter is 
discussed in detail in chapter eleven.  

Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are shunned by most believers. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses separate themselves from the inappropriate traditions (of 
darkness) passed down by Roman Catholicism, more so than multi-
tudes claiming Christianity (the Christian religion). It is quite pathetic 
that those who practice traditions of darkness by rote render criticism 
toward those who refuse to do the same (rightfully so)! The three mis-
takes by the Jehovah’s Witnesses are: they deny the deity of Christ 
(spiritually fatal doctrine as proclaimed by Arius who so endeavored 
to prove Christ’s humanity that he denied Christ’s deity) 
(Unitarianism—placing opinion of deity solely upon the Father);2065 
they have altered their Bible (New World Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures), to suit this doctrine; they hold to aspects of Jewish law 
regarding blood, and utilize the Gospel to deny lifesaving blood trans-
fusions, although far reaching from the Biblical context regarding the 
eating of blood, due respect for the life of animals which were shed 
for sustenance and atonement.2066 

Regarding Jesus Christ, the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, yet they believe also that He was the first created being; 
from whom then all other creation came into existence. They have failed 
to realize that Jesus created all things, and as nothing came into existence 

2064 John 1:1-11; 14:5-11; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; Hebrews 5:8-10.
2065 Revelation 1:17, 18; 22:12, 13; cf. Isaiah 41:4; 46:9, 10.
2066 Genesis 9:3, 4; Leviticus 17:10-14; Deuteronomy 12:16-28.
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which He did not create; He could not have created Himself, for God 
is without beginning or end (Alpha and Omega).2067 The Scripture verse 
which the Witnesses have failed to understand is: 

 
Colossians 1:15, 16: And He is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of all creation. For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things have been created by Him and for Him. 
 

The failure by the Witnesses to understand the Colossians passages, is 
derived from failure to take the passages in context with verses 17-20, 
then aligning these passages with other passages which confirm that 
Jesus is the firstborn of all creation regarding—“resurrection”; not of 
creation itself!2068 These passages also illustrate Jesus’ having all the 
rights belonging to the firstborn, thus He is truly the One who is heir 
of all things.2069 The Witnesses fail to realize the preexistence of Christ; 
for they do not align the Scriptures which emphasize the fact! Examples: 
John the Baptist was six months older than Jesus (God incarnate), yet 
proclaimed that Jesus was before him;2070 Jesus was not only with God 
in the beginning, He was God;2071 Jesus existed in the form of God, 
which never changed, although He humbled Himself for the sake of 
those created in His image;2072 Jesus predated the world itself, and 
Abraham—the human patriarch of all believers.2073  

In addition to not realizing the immortality of Christ, the Witnesses 
deny His deity; for to realize the one is to understand and acknowledge 
the other.2074 As man was made in the image of God (spiritually), so also 
God took the image of man so as to redeem humankind from sin.2075 
Jesus had two distinct natures; one divine and one of man (by choice).2076 

2067 John 1:1-3; 1 John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-23; Revelation 1:4-8; 21:3-7; 22:10-17; 
I am—Exodus 3:14; John 8:58.

2068 Revelation 1:4-6; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22; Philippians 3:8-11.
2069 Hebrews 1:1-14.
2070 Luke 1:35-37; John 1:15-18, 27-30.
2071 John 1:1, 2.
2072 Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Peter 1:17-21.
2073 John 8:54-58, specific v. 58; 17:1-26, specific—5, 23, 24; Galatians 3:22-29. 
2074 1 John 1:1-4.
2075 Genesis 1:26, 27; cf. John 1:18; 4:24; 5:37; 1 John 4:12.
2076 Philippians 2:5-11; cf. Hebrews 4:14-16.
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Just because we cannot fully understand the immensity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His two natures; each in its integrity and completeness; we 
have no right to deny either. When the Lord said that His ways were 
far above ours, this demonstrates that we cannot while on this earth fully 
understand God, therefore we trust in Him and worship Him in spirit 
and in truth by faith, while understanding He has many attributes and 
righteous capabilities. We do not attempt to fully understand or explain 
Him as a basis to believe; for He (infinite Creator) is not understandable 
by mortal men and women (finite creatures).2077 It must be understood 
that the confession unto salvation is—“Jesus as Lord!”2078 The teaching 
to deny the reality of the Christ (Lord—kurios; full authority of God; 
and Savior) is an eternally fatal mistake; for actual knowledge from God 
must precede the confession, and the Jehovah’s witnesses deny this reality, 
which denies the “reality of God!”2079 Proclaiming “Jesus as Lord” in 
ignorance is completely futile and un-righteous; yet the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are not alone in this spiritually destitute error, as multitudes 
within the Christian religion (who criticize the Witnesses) have and con-
tinue to do the same (Lord—Hebrew = yhvh; Greek = kurios)! 

The Witnesses say: the Father (Jehovah; yhvh—Yahweh) is God, 
Jesus is the firstborn of creation (literally), and the Holy Spirit is the 
power by which God performs His tasks. According to the Witness 
Bible—the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, reference 
is made of the Holy Spirit as “it.” This reference to the Holy Spirit 
makes no sense, by such verses in their Bible as:  

 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11: Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
there is the same Spirit; and there are varieties of ministries, 
and yet there is the same Lord; and there are varieties of opera-
tions, and yet it is the same God who performs all the 
operations in all persons. But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for a beneficial purpose…But all these opera-
tions the one and the same Spirit performs, making a 
distribution to each one respectively just as it wills. 
 

2077 Isaiah 55:1-13, specific vs. 8, 9.
2078 Romans 10:8-10.
2079 John 1:1-5; 6:44-65, emphasis vs. 44, 45; 14:1-11; cf. “I am”—Exodus 3:14; John 8:57, 58.
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Please note the last word in the Scripture verses—“wills.” How can 
a power or instrument that performs “will” for something to happen? 
Does it not take intelligence of person and volition of choice to “will” 
for something? By their changing the words of Scripture to fit their 
philosophy that the Holy Spirit is simply the power of God by which 
He carries out tasks, they fail to realize that the Holy Spirit “wills” be-
cause He is God; just as also the Father and Son, which is emphasized 
in verses 4-7 as He is described as Spirit, Lord, and God! When Arius 
could not explain the immensity of God, he (Arius) denied the deity of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit; which is the same human intellectual fool-
ishness which is yet followed by the Jehovah’s Witnesses. This is based 
upon the philosophy of Sic et Non (yes or no) (Abaelard)—I believe 
that which I may understand. 

The current-day followers of the teachings of Arius; the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses; were founded by Charles Taze Russell (A.D. 1851-1916). 
Mr. Russell stated that it would be far better to listen to his teachings 
and comments about the Bible, and leave the Bible unread, then to read 
the Bible and not pay heed to his (Russell’s) comments. Does this seem 
like the behavior of someone who wants his followers to understand 
the Scriptures, or does this seem the behavior of someone who claims 
to care about his followers; although not? The first step to leading others 
astray is to convince them not to read the Bible! Anyone who would 
tell us to trust them and not read the Bible, have obvious selfish motives; 
thus the only proper course of action is to walk away and pray for them!  
 
Personal Note: Failure to realize the Gospel truth due to failure to ac-
curately handle (Greek—orthotomew; to cut straight) the Scriptures, 
emphasizes the necessity of appropriate diligent study so as not to make 
mistakes which lead to continued mistakes and false beliefs. Throughout 
the book (Big If), I have listed thousands of Scriptures, to demonstrate 
how to put the different Scriptures together (appropriately in context); 
this to demonstrate and instruct what the specific—accurately handle 
the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15) actually means, and how to accom-
plish the task. Many have stated that the Gospel has contradictions, yet 
this is not correct when the Gospel is properly aligned (cut straight); 
therefore, diligent study is required in order to place the specifics to-
gether so as to witness (evidence) the reality of the Gospel, by proper 
division and alignment of specifics which comprise the overall truth of 
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the combined specifics which were “cut straight”! When we remain dil-
igent to study the Scriptures, God becomes involved and shows us the 
reality behind the words; which is the actual—“Gospel truth”! If we 
enter into study with preconceived notions as to what we want to be-
lieve, or only study the Scriptures which are emotionally uplifting, we 
deny the Gospel reality for the sake of our flesh; therefore, God will 
not involve Himself in the endeavors, for by our own actions and mo-
tives we seek to deny the overall reality and thus place ourselves in a 
position to be deluded, delusional, or both! Anyone who truly loves the 
Lord must diligently study the Gospel without personal motive or am-
bition foundational to the flesh; for the flesh must remain external of 
spiritual endeavors, especially when the Scriptures must be spiritually 
appraised and discerned (New Testament); for God must be allowed 
access as He is the only actual teacher regarding spiritual matters!2080 
Although the Old Testament can be studied by intellectual endeavor, 
as the history rendered is not spiritually appraised, although we believe 
the history by faith; the New Testament having necessity of spiritual 
appraisal and discernment can never be reasoned by intellectual en-
deavor or prowess, or the best that can be accomplished is simple 
understanding of the words, which remains devoid of actual knowl-
edge!2081 I truly hope that accurately handling the Scriptures by 
illustration and demonstration will assist with seeking God’s involve-
ment not only within diligent study, but also with living life as an 
instrument and witness of God by His masterful involvement and lead-
ership! By having discussions with the Jehovah’s Witnesses who have 
come to my door, and by aligning the Gospel appropriately, some (not 
all) of the witnesses who came to my door (over the years) were shown 
the Gospel reality by example (proper alignment; cut straight), and a 
few allowed freedom (if the Lord permits) from the misgivings of the 
religion they professed! Having come to my door with religion; some 
left with Gospel truth, having received loving prayer prior to their de-
parture!2082 With this having happened on a few occasions, most 
congregational Witnesses have been told to avoid my residence; for 
some of their leaders brought a group with them, and were incapable 

2080 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
2081 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
2082 2 Timothy 2:20-26.
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of accomplishing their task, by my (with God’s guidance and embrace) 
presenting the Gospel in context, with conformation of the Scriptures 
by additional Scriptures which were integral parts of the presented 
truth! Upon departure of the group, two of the witnesses stayed behind 
to receive instruction; this leading to their edification in truth and free-
dom from religious jargon, and my being shunned by the leadership. 
The Gospel truth can in fact make us free from the deceptions of reli-
gion, if and when the truth is sought; this proven by the two who 
devotionally desired to know the Lord God of truth and light, who were 
seeking Him through religion rather than relationally! Praise God for 
His deliverance of them! FYI—I have read the New World Translation 
of the Holy Scriptures (Jehovah’s Witness Bible), so as to have the un-
derstanding necessary to compare and contradict the Biblical changes 
which were made by Charles Taze Russell; for loving the Lord, we must 
do all we can for presentation of truth, as we (like our Lord) seek that 
none should perish, but rather come to knowledge of the truth! Prior 
to all endeavors prayer is of necessity, for the Lord makes individuals 
free by the righteous guidance and strength of the living and active na-
ture of the Gospel; they are not set free by our well contrived words!2083 
Out of devotional love for the Lord, it is appropriate to familiarize our-
selves with the foundations of other people’s religious beliefs; for we 
cannot have informed conversations in ignorance!  

144,000  

The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that they are the 144,000 who will 
reign with Christ in the millennial kingdom.2084 This belief raises much 
doubt as to their philosophies, for the Scriptures makes it plainly clear 
that the 144,000 will be 12,000 righteous individuals from each of the 
twelve tribes of Israel.2085  

Although many have said that the 144,000 must be considered sym-
bolically, as many state that the entire book of Revelation must be taken 
symbolically (metaphorically), the truth remains that the warning in 
Revelation not to add nor take away indicates that it must be taken lit-
erally; for anyone can add to and take away from a metaphor!2086  

2083 exampled—Luke 21:13-15; Titus 1:7-9.
2084 Revelation 14:1-5.
2085 Revelation 7:1-8; cf. 14:4, 5.
2086 Revelation 1:1-3; 22:18-20.
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The tribulation period found within the book of Revelation, will be 
a period of torment as never before known by humankind.2087 This will 
be a period of judgment upon the sinfulness of humans, and judgment 
upon the world due the flagrant unrighteousness which will be profound 
upon the earth during the end times. All non-believers who accept the 
“mark of the beast” will come under judgment for not having accepted 
the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ), and this during the “bowl 
judgments”; yet if anyone should have known Him at His first coming, 
it was the Jews, thus it is for this reason that the Israelites are specifics 
of mention in many cases within prophetic Scripture. Because of denial 
of God’s chosen One (Jesus) and increased lawlessness, the inhabitants 
of the world will be forced to endure the time of Jacob’s distress, yet 
many will survive and come to believe according to God’s merciful in-
tervention.2088 The 144,000 will be divinely protected by God so as not 
to be eradicated, as these (144,000) will be the first fruits of the renewed 
nation of Israel entering into the millennial kingdom; during which 
time Christ will literally reign from the area of Jerusalem (Zion). 

Because we are saved by grace through faith, and all who submit 
(truly and sincerely) to God’s divine work and faithfulness for their sal-
vation will be saved, why so much commotion with the Witnesses in 
their endeavors to insist they are the 144,000?! Could it be that they 
believe that only the 144,000 will be saved? Could it be that as the 
144,000 will reign with Christ during His millennial reign, they are 
seeking some form of authority and exaltation above that of God’s 
chosen (Israelites)? With the aforementioned attitude and teachings 
of Charles Taze Russell, it really is hard to understand exactly what 
they think or hope for; as the tangents taken by the Witnesses do not 
test according to the Gospel truth, which is why it was rewritten to 
suit Russell’s doctrinal beliefs (New World Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures). 

Although the Jehovah’s Witnesses instruct and proclaim an eternally 
fatal flaw which denies Jesus` deity, they yet do not participate in the 
religious delusive traditions of the Christian religion, for which they 
are shunned and rejected. Inasmuch as no one claiming to love the Lord 
should ever practice religion which holds to forms of deception, as this 

2087 Matthew 24:4-25:46. 
2088 Jeremiah 30:1-31:40; Zechariah 14:1-21.
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is the work of the Great Deceiver (Satan), there is no righteous reason 
to reject the individuals held captive to a eternally fatal flaw, when those 
who criticize generally practice religious deception; rather by ignorance 
or intentionally makes no difference; as God is worshipped in spirit and 
in truth or He is not appropriately (righteously) worshipped at all! 
Having spoken to a plethora of individuals asking them what their con-
fession unto salvation was, I have evidenced little difference between 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses and most others who claim to know the Lord. 
In the majority of Christian religion churches it is stated that acceptance 
of Jesus as Savior is sufficient for salvation, yet this is not Biblically cor-
rect; for the confession unto salvation is—“Jesus as Lord!”2089 The 
difference between the Witnesses and most Christians is that the 
Witnesses cannot proclaim Jesus as Lord while they deny His deity, for 
the fact that Jesus is Lord specifies His deity (Lord; Greek—Kurios), 
specifically—the Master who has full authority (God); whereas, most 
Christians proclaim Jesus as Savior which violates the Gospel specific 
regarding the righteous confession of faith! Everyone must awaken from 
their spiritual slumber and test themselves by Biblical standards to see 
if they are actually in the faith; for criticisms are not beneficial to anyone, 
when multitudes remain ignorant in their beliefs in one form or another! 
 
Note of interest regarding Charles Taze Russell: Mr. Russell’s initial 
rejection of orthodox Protestant teachings, led to his founding the 
International Bible Students Association; which later became known as 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses. In 1872, Mr. Russell proclaimed that Jesus 
would return invisibly in 1874, and that the world would end in 1914. 
Due the fact that these prophesies by Mr. Russell never occurred, and 
the fact that a true prophet of God can never prophesy wrongly, the re-
ality evidences Mr. Russell to be a false prophet; therefore he should 
have been rejected as such, and his teachings denied! Mr. Russell’s initial 
congregations were referred to as Russellites, which emphasizes a form 
of focused idolatry; from which arose the International Bible Students 
Association. Overall, the teaching of Charles Taze Russell makes little 
sense when the focus foundation was upon an individual who placed 
lesser emphasis upon the reading of the Gospel, than upon adherence 
to his teachings! 

2089 Romans 10:8-10.
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THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are annihilationist in philosophy; for they do 
not believe in the eternality of hell. The Witnesses believe that all non-
believers (non-Witnesses) will someday be un-created by God 
(annihilated); and by this there will not be a state of eternal torment 
and separation from God, for those who have failed to sincerely and 
devotionally trust in Him for their salvation. This is refuted by such 
Scriptures as Matthew 7:21-23; 25:32-46; Revelation 14:9-13. The same 
word (Greek - aiwnios) for the eternality of heaven is the same word 
for the eternality of hell; therefore it is foolishness to believe in one 
without the other!2090 

Mormons 
Mormonism is another false religion which claims to worship Jesus 
Christ. Mormonism teaches that Jesus and Satan are brothers. How can 
the Creator of all things (Jesus), be the sibling of one of His creations 
(Satan)?2091 This makes no sense whatsoever! To believe that righteous-
ness and evil are related is absurd! Mormonism also teaches that human 
beings can become gods through marriage; then they will be a god of 
their own planet as they claim the one true God is. Once again human-
kind’s desire to become godlike, falsely attaches the name of Jesus. What 
lord is worshipped within Mormonism? If it is true that Joseph Smith 
(prophet?) was given further prophesy which was quoted and abridged 
by a prophet and historian named Mormon, who passed this prophesy 
to his son Moroni (a supposed glorified being), who passed the furthered 
prophesy to Joseph Smith on September 21, 1823; then what type of 
prophet was Mormon? Hint—false prophet. What type of glorified 
being (angel) was Moroni if he passed furthered prophesy contrary to 
the Bible? Hint—fallen angel.2092  

 
After Mormon completed his writings, he delivered the ac-
count to his son Moroni, who added a few words of his own 
and hid up the plates in the hill Cumorah. On September 21, 
1823, the same Moroni, then a glorified, resurrected being, 

2090 Matthew 18:7-11; 25:46.
2091 John 1:1-3; Ezekiel 28:13-15.
2092 Hebrews 1:1, 2: Revelation 1:1-3; 22:18, 19.
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appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith and instructed him rel-
ative to the ancient record and its destined translation into the 
English Language. In due course the plates were delivered to 
Joseph Smith, who translated them by the gift and power of 
God. The record is now published in many languages as a new 
and additional witness that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living 
God and that all will come unto him and obey the laws and ordi-
nances of his Gospel may be saved2093 (italics added). 
 

Mormonism as well as certain denominations of the Christian religion, 
have failed to realize that there is no expounded prophecy from that of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and there are no works involved in being saved 
by grace through faith; beyond selfless humility and submission during 
a righteous confession of faith. Within the Mormon writings aforemen-
tioned, please note that obedience to laws and ordinances are necessary 
in order to be saved; which is not Biblical!2094 In times of antiquity God 
spoke through prophets, yet in these last days has spoken to us through 
His Son (Hebrews 1:1, 2). To look at Revelation 1:1-2, we note that this 
is indeed the prophecy of the Lord Jesus Christ; confirming the 
Hebrews 1:1, 2 passages. The prophecy of the book of Revelation finds 
fulfillment from the time of its being rendered, through the tribulation 
period, through the millennial reign of Christ upon the earth, and unto 
our entrance into eternity with God. The revelation of Jesus is complete 
in all that He has chosen to reveal to us, therefore there is neither place 
nor need of furthered prophecy (eschatology) beyond that given us by 
the Lord. All such endeavors by man are un-biblical, unrighteous and 
superfluous!  

Mormons by their professions of faith lay evident their false doctrine 
as by proclaiming the Book of Mormon to be divinely inspired and as 
authoritative as the Bible. With the Book of Mormon rendering further 
eschatology from that of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thereby claiming 
updated revelation from God, it demonstrates not only a futile knowl-
edge of actual Scripture, but also a dim understanding of the eternal 
finality of God’s plan for His legitimate children.  

2093 Translated by Joseph Smith, Jun., The Book of Mormon, The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. 1981, p. introduction.

2094 Ephesians 2:1-10.
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For much of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, many religions 
and denominations have concluded that Scripture is errant as not re-
vealing God’s plan thus far. By their consideration that Scripture is both 
incomplete and inadequate in accordance to human designation; they 
have added to and taken away from the Gospel, so as to suit an agenda 
as set forth in and of the “flesh”; this demonstrating the prideful obstinacy 
of religious ideology and doctrine. Religious strategy of supposed un-
derstanding is never wise, for it opens the door for heresy and apostasy 
within religion which leads away from God and His plan of redemption; 
while bringing forth confusion regarding God’s yet unrevealed will per-
taining to the state of eternality. God’s plan is perfect, which is sufficiently 
evidenced by an in-depth study of the Scriptures as revealed; yet many 
always attempt insight by: speculation, conjecture and human intellectual 
reasoning; none of which actually gains understanding or knowledge as 
to the one true God, or those things yet hidden (secret).2095 Faith comes 
by hearing and studying the word of God; therefore great care must be 
taken to prevent the wolves from within church organizations (influenced 
by Satan) from harming the sheep, by the introduction of false teaching 
and apostate practices.2096 Actual faith involves waiting patiently upon 
the Lord; for He will reveal things at a time of His choosing, including 
the manifested reality of eternality!2097 

Mormonism is a works centered religion. Just as they teach that in-
dividuals can become gods as through marriage, they also teach that 
adherence to the Book of Mormon is necessary in order to have under-
standing necessary for salvation. Do you suppose that God in His 
infinite wisdom left gaps in our ability to believe, so that human beings 
would have necessity to fill in the gaps? I cannot believe this for a mo-
ment; for God is love, and thus complete in His supplying all that is 
necessary in order to believe and be saved! The primary basis, by which 
religion continually goes astray of truthful devotion, is by denial re-
garding the sufficiency of God; thus religion attempts additions and 
subtractions from that which is perfect (God; and His good, acceptable 
and perfect will)!2098  
 

2095 Deuteronomy 29:29; Daniel 2:20-23; Acts 1:6-8.
2096 Jude 1:2-4; Acts 20:25-32.
2097 1 John 3:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
2098 Romans 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13; Philippians 3:8-14.
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Personal Note: Please remember, avenues in many directions are pos-
sible when aloof the reality of God within religion! As has been 
mentioned in other areas of the book, the primary culprit of distraction 
and spiritual detriment is “self”! When “self” is not denied, the outcome 
is failure to go beyond the flesh, so as to realize and fulfill one’s spiritual 
purpose in the Lord; this being Biblically stated as—“holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its power” (2 Timothy 3:1-5); 
with the outcome being the carnal behavior of verses 2-4. The reality 
is therefore, in failure to deny “self” (personal volition), an individual 
cannot go beyond the flesh to live within the spiritual relational reality 
which is the essence of walking by faith and not by sight; for God takes 
us beyond carnality by implantation of the spiritual reality (His indwell-
ing)! When God is sought within fleshly delusion, although He is not 
found, conjecture and assumption contrived from demonic instigation 
and influence entices the flesh to belief the lies foundational to Satan’s 
guile and schemes; thus multitudes remain religious through the flesh, 
while deluding themselves to deny the reality of being held captive by 
Satan to do his will, which is that humans remain deceived, deceive 
others, and maintain spiritually depravity by adhesion to the flesh (2 
Timothy 2:24-26)! This being a reality is the reason “self” must be de-
nied in order to actually follow the Lord; for without denial of “self” 
the flesh prevails which maintains captivity to the physical realm; this 
is why religion also prevails, as religion entices the flesh to seek emo-
tional responses which never achieves spiritual realistic edification and 
purpose! God’s work is the power of Christianity, which is denied by 
multitudes who delude themselves; for effectual doers of the Word are 
the legitimate children of God who are led by the Holy Spirit, whereas 
delusional hearers of the Word are not led by God but rather by the 
flesh within deception!2099 A relationship with God is sacrificial; God 
sacrificed Himself for us, which leaves all further sacrifice to be rendered 
by believers; with sacrifice of personal volition (self) so as to learn and 
follow the good, acceptable and perfect will of God (Romans 12:1-3)! 
While multitudes continue to accomplish fulfillment of carnal purpose 
in the flesh while on the earth, the blessing of spiritual growth, nurturing 
and guidance never occur; for the kind intention of God’s will is our 
spiritual forward and upward momentum which takes maturity and dil-

2099 Romans 8:1-17; James 1:19-25.
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igent strict discipline by the power of our faith which is the Lord 
God!2100 Living for “self” while claiming to be led by the Lord is delu-
sive; Satan does in fact deceive the whole world, minus the remnant 
who have crossed the threshold into the spiritual realm where God is 
found, worshipped, and adored; it is in the spiritual realm where God 
righteously leads, and trains us henceforth in preparation for the state 
of eternality!2101 The Scriptures state the necessary standard for all who 
would seek to love and worship God in the flesh (religiously; carnally); 
this standard being to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and 
keep oneself unstained by the world (James 1:27). How many religious 
individuals actually follow this standard of religiosity, which would ev-
idence a minimal love and obedience unto God? How many individuals’ 
love for the Lord has actually grown cold (below minimal) due to in-
volvement with the world which is lawless and abounding with “self”?2102 
Anyone who refuses to deny personal volition (self) loves the Lord car-
nally; for true love for the Lord is spiritual and sacrificial, as also worship 
of God is spiritual, not selfishly carnal!  

Mormonism was originated by Joseph Smith (A.D. 1805-1844), who 
taught the “latter day” prophesies as necessary in order to know God 
and be saved. This as with Charles Taze Russell of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, was obviously derived from a selfish demeanor which 
sought self-exaltation to take precedence over remaining humble so 
as to receive exaltation from God at the proper time.2103 We were 
warned that Satan would attempt to deceive us, by doubting what the 
Lord stated in the Gospel; for as it is within the state of humility that 
we are capable of learning from the Lord, as by receiving of His grace; 
to be kept from devotional humility by pride is to be held in bondage 
away from the truth.  

Although it is not easy to remain vigilant at all times in order to re-
main founded upon the Rock which is Christ, it remains our earnest 
necessity (imperative)! The fact that Mormonism has attempted to 
fracture the foundation of marriage by reviving polygamy, demonstrates 
the macho male mentality which comprises much of Joseph Smith’s 

2100 Philippians 3:1-14; Hebrews 12:1-11.
2101 Matthew 6:19-24; 16:24-27; John 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35-50; Romans 13:12-14; 

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Ephesians 5:1-17; Colossians 1:9-14; Revelation 12:9.
2102 Matthew 24:10-13; James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
2103 1 Peter 5:1-11.
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intent of—if we try hard enough, we can obtain whatever is desired.2104 
Because Mormons consider the Book of Mormon equally as important 
as the Bible, and thus have very confused priorities; I will not go into 
individual teachings of Mormonism, for the Jesus they claim to know 
is not the Jesus of the Bible.2105 

Notes about Islam (Mohammedanism) 
Islamic believers (Muslims) are believers in one true God. Inasmuch as 
they do believe in one true God, Islam is more “Christian in nature” 
than many other supposed Christian organizations who by their teach-
ing indicate polytheism; as by forms of idolatry, doctrine, and rituals of 
rote. A person Muslims hold in high regard along with Mohammed, is 
Jesus Christ; for they believe Jesus to have been a true prophet, for 
Mohammed himself made statements to this effect. The fact remains 
that Muslims believe in one true God; the difference between Islamic 
and Christian teachings being—salvation based upon works vice grace; 
Mohammed being a prophet and Jesus being the Messiah. Both religions 
realize the necessity of knowing God; one attempt to gain His favor by 
works, the other accepting of His grace as works are of no avail in at-
tempts to please Him. If it is said that Muslims are not believers as they 
believe in salvation by works, then it must also be said that many forms 
of denominational Christian beliefs are also inappropriate, as works are 
also stringently enforced as by emphasized behavior (i.e. do this; don’t 
do that—Colossians 2:20-23)! 

Just as many Muslims do not actually understand the Islamic religion 
they profess, so also are many Christian religious believers ignorant of 
Christianity. The primary reason for the downfall of the many within 
both Islam and the Christian religion is that focus is placed upon human 
leadership within the “religion,” rather than upon the Lord from within 
the “relationship”; for most focus with physical eyes (carnal religiosity), 
whereas the remnant focuses through faith, placing full trust and hope 
in the Lord (relational).  

When going forth during the Crusades, it was taught—“death to 
the infidels.” Just as supposed Christians were committing murder under 
the guise of doing so for God, so also some supposed Muslims did so 

2104 Matthew 19:3-12.
2105 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Romans 10:1-13.
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for the same reason.2106 By definition, the word “infidel” indicates some-
one who does not believe in God; this definition being changed in 
accordance with the arrogance of specific forms of religion. The sup-
posed Christians called Islamic believers “infidels” because they were 
not Christian, and the supposed Muslims called Christians “infidels” 
because they were not Muslim. As neither Muslims nor Christians are 
actually “infidels” as both (1 religion; 1 relational) teach belief in one 
true God; the whole notion of members of either being actual “infidels” 
is utterly absurd! Please consider, although Muslims do not believe that 
Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6), this in no way 
indicates that they are not seeking to know the one true God; therefore 
it can be noted that some individuals seeking God, are killing other in-
dividuals seeking God! Believers killing believers, under demonic 
instigation and influence! 

The reason the congregation of Islam so very much hates Christians, 
is because by the sword of supposed Christians many within Islam were 
slain; this evidencing truth that Muslims hate actual Christians because 
of the behavior of those who are not “Christian” (Christ-like) at all! 
During the Crusades, it was proclaimed that Mohammedans (Muslims) 
were a people of extreme idolatry and heresy; this against the fact that 
Muslims abhor idolatry. Rather than actually gaining knowledge as to 
what was believed within Islam, Roman Catholics backed by ruling 
powers sought out those considered heretics, and killed them. Those 
bearing the sword supposedly for Christianity, failed to listen to the 
warning which Jesus rendered as to living by the sword.2107 The 
onslaught of Christian religious polemics upon Islam began in the 
eighth century, and continued sporadically until the seventeenth cen-
tury; initially headed up by John of Damascus in A.D. 750. Is it not 
amazing that the onslaught by Christian religious polemics was upon 
those who believed in the power of the one true God, and refused to 
acknowledge God’s power to be found anywhere else? We must re-
member—the Roman Catholics were insistent that everyone 
acknowledge the full authority of Christ to be upon the Pope (Vicar of 
Christ); which is why Martin Luther asked whether the Pope or 
Mohammed be worse; then making the statement: 

2106 John 16:2, 3.
2107 Matthew 26:49-56.
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“God grant us his grace and punish both the Pope and 
Mohammed, together with their devils. I have done my part as 
a true prophet and teacher. Those who won’t listen may leave it 
alone.”2108  
 
Although Martin Luther had the right idea, as we are to speak the 

truth in love; the Christian religious polemics did not! 
Mohammed began his trek as an honest individual seeking reform 

against the many forms of idolatry present in his time. During his time 
in Mecca, he lived his life in a modest fashion, sought to be simplistic 
and humble in his endeavors to better know God, was terribly persecuted 
for his faith, and was never known as one to seek sordid gains. After mov-
ing to Medina, Mohammed (Mahomet) became a polygamist during his 
final twelve years, during which time his teachings became more con-
fusing, he took up the sword against others for territorial expansion and 
personal gains, he was without remorse for the many slain, and consid-
ered himself to be the most favored in heaven. After moving to Medina, 
Mohammed’s entire demeanor changed; for with the exchange of peace-
ful endeavors for violence, Mohammed claimed to be divinely sanctioned 
and commanded. Mohammed started out peaceably seeking after God, 
and ended placing himself upon a pedestal; self-deluded and without re-
morse for wrongdoing. What a difference one’s focus truly makes; for 
with focus upon the Lord God the potential for consistent righteousness 
is maintained by His leadership, whereas focus upon individuals and re-
ligious doctrines holds only the potential for variations and deceptions!  

 
“When once he had dared to forge the name of the Most High 
God as the seal and authority of his own words and actions, the 
germ was laid from which the errors of his afterlife freely and 
fatally developed themselves.”2109 
 
In certain ways, Mormonism is an offshoot of Islam. Just as 

Mohammed claimed to receive divine revelations from an angel, once 
moving to Medina; so also did Brigham Young and Joseph Smith claim 

2108 Martin Luther, the Confutatio Alcorani, A.D. 1540.
2109 Life of Mah., IV., p. 322.
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revelations from an angel (Moroni). Just as Islam claimed the new rev-
elations were to supersede the old, so also was done in the “Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.” Both have books which claim to 
hold the embodiment of the revelations; Koran and Book of Mormon, 
both of which contain apostate and sectarian Christian elements. Both 
Islam and Mormonism teach polygamy; Mohammed had many wives 
(number unknown), and Brigham Young had seventeen wives at the 
time of his death.  

Although many scholars state that the God sought by Muslims is a 
different God than the One sought within Christianity, the fact remains 
that Ishmael, Esau, Isaac, and Jacob had but one God; which is the God 
of the Bible! If only all of us would get beyond “self,” we could in a un-
ified fashion seek the one true God together; without the distractions 
and spiritual detriment derived from differing religious doctrines and 
philosophies! The Lord God set the standards by which we are to live, 
serve and worship; why then must we continue our disobedience by in-
sistence upon our own ways of doing things! 

The problem which arose within Mohammed’s seeking of God, is 
the same problem which has stopped multitudes from coming to the 
spiritual relational reality! Within the seeking of truth during endeavors 
to discover and know God, and even more so be known by God as His 
legitimate children, multitudes throughout history fell far short of being 
drawn by God unto the reality of the Christ (Jesus), by returning to 
one’s “self” endeavors! With the coming of praise and adoration by fol-
lowers of individuals unto those they have chosen to follow, such as 
Mohammed, pride tends to coerce away from the humility necessary 
in order to actually submit unto the Lord God; this then ceasing the 
humble endeavor of original intent, which would have allowed the pos-
sibility of the divine work of God to begin and continue. This is the 
exact same reality witnessed within Catholicism; for the practices within 
this religion specifically stays individuals from going past the religion 
unto God! Once we accept reverence from others which should always 
remain upon the Lord, we then tend to attempt prideful leadership po-
sitions; although God is the only leader for spiritual endeavors! 
Followers tend to idolize those they have chosen to believe in and follow, 
which allows adolescent pride to obscure all further endeavors; which 
stops all concerned, with rare exceptions, from continuing upon a path 
of reverence and humble submission unto the Lord! The inappropriate 
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reverence generally leads to forms of idolatry, which in the case of 
Mohammed was proven by the epic of Mohammed being raised into 
the heavens from the location of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem; 
although a matter of historic fact documents Mohammed’s death on 
June 8, 632, from a sudden illness which led to his death. With the forms 
of corruption and idolatry within the Christian religion being numerous, 
no religious person or group has the right to criticize others of different 
beliefs and religions; especially when a plethora of individuals have 
fallen short of the “reality of God within the spiritual relational reality,” 
because of countless reasons, all of which involved abounding adherence 
to the flesh (“self”)!  
 
Personal Note: I was “religious” myself for four years prior to being 
brought to the reality of the Christ (Jesus) by God. It was not until dil-
igence within seeking of the truth, by discovering correlations between 
the Christian religion and other pagan religions that I went before the 
Lord in prayer. Within prayer, with bitter tears foundational to disgust 
due discoveries, supplication was made unto the Lord for one thing—
“truth”! It was that very day when I was drawn by God unto the spiritual 
relational reality, and from that day hence the seeking of the truth has 
increased by God’s grace; with the path of servanthood unto increased 
truth being led by the Lord! The point to be made is that when we seek 
pure truth during endeavors to actually know the truth regarding the 
reality of God; which far surpasses religious assumption, conjecture or 
concept; the Lord becomes involved; whereas seeking God religiously 
or from a foundation other than “truth” is a seeking which leads only 
to furthered endeavors within former beliefs and preconceptions. God 
can be found, yet only by His divine work and nurturing; for this reason 
we must never allow distractions during our personal endeavor to know 
Him, lest we fall short of receiving His divine work and embrace! 
Mohammed had stated that he believed Jesus to be a true prophet; which 
means that Mohammed believed Jesus to speak the truth!2110 As Jesus 
proved to be the Messiah (Christ) of prophesy, even by His own state-
ments, the reality was before Mohammed for acceptance; yet as 
aforementioned, Mohammed fell short of the reality because of distrac-
tions. We must always remember that Satan as the ruler of the world 

2110 John 14:6, 7.
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can utilize anything of the world in order to distract or discourage us, 
prior to coming to the spiritual reality of the Christ; for Satan is a mur-
derer, who murders individuals spiritually!  

Healing (Supposed Faith) Ministries 
Although many ministries such as “healing” and “name it claim it” may 
seem Scriptural; they are not! Although the Lord yet heals individuals 
when it is His will to do so, He no longer uses human agents for this 
purpose, nor has He promised to give us all that we desire (healing and 
riches); this truth being Biblically contrary to the teaching of these 
ministries.2111 These types of ministries seek to adulterate the 
Scriptures according to fleshly indulgences, gathering unto themselves 
others who seek the same; all within the realm of Biblical ignorance!2112 
All such ministries are deceptively derived from foundations other than 
Christ; for the foundations of these ministries are those of: love of 
money, love of self, fleshly desires along with the temptations thereof, 
a god of convenience (which is not the God of the Bible), double-mind-
edness, self-centeredness and greed; mostly due failure to realize and 
appreciate what the Lord has truly and fully done for believers.2113 It 
must also be evidenced, that many ministries intentionally both deceive 
and cheat believers; derived from selfish and personal motives, which 
have nothing to do with either Jesus nor the spiritual wellbeing of those 
who follow!2114 

When individuals fail to realize that God’s grace is the most won-
derful gift we can receive and possess, they continually seek more in 
the physical realm; generally remaining spiritually stagnant, and un-
fruitful. We can come to knowledge of the truth and remain focused, 
or we can follow many others into worldly lusts and desires; the former 
is Christian (Christ-like) behavior, whereas the latter is not! The moral 
rule book has already been written, it is our responsibility to study it in 
context and walk accordingly; by faith, under the masterful leadership 
of the Holy Spirit!2115 Our successful journey begins with understanding 

2111 Romans 9:6-33.
2112 Matthew 6:19-34; 24:4-13; 2 Timothy 3:10-17; 4:1-4.
2113 John 19:30; 1 Peter 2:18-25; Ephesians 1:3-23; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23; Colossians 3:1-7.
2114 1 Timothy 6:3-19, please contemplate vs. 3-5.
2115 2 Timothy 2:14-19; Romans 1:16, 17; 8:1-17; Hebrews 4:11-16; John 17:1-26; 

James 1:19-27.
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that God’s grace is sufficient! With full understanding of this fact, which 
is learned from the Lord as through humble submission before His 
throne of grace, we seek to remain simplistically devoted to the One 
who has done so very much for us. Without full understanding to the 
fact of sufficient grace, our journeys will carry us everywhere except 
upon the narrow path which leads to righteousness; for our physical 
existence (corporeality) generally remains our focus. 

Unlike during times of antiquity when a manifestation of God was 
physically present for the benefit of His chosen people (the Israelites); 
during this dispensation (economy at a given time; providentially or-
dained fate) of grace physical manifestations of the Lord are not 
necessary or rendered!2116 The reason for this is because the Jews walked 
by sight during the dispensation of the Law, whereas during this dis-
pensation of grace we are to walk by faith; as we have the Holy Spirit 
indwelling us; if we are God’s legitimate children.2117 When the Holy 
Spirit was upon an individual during times of antiquity prior to Christ’s 
atonement, He withdrew from the individual after His efficacious will 
for the situation was fulfilled.2118 During this dispensation (GRACE), 
the Holy Spirit indwells believers and never withdraws; thus our situ-
ation is completely different from that of antiquity.2119 There was one 
exception, John the Baptist, who was indwelled by the Holy Spirit while 
yet in his mother’s womb; thus living his entire life completely fulfilling 
God’s will, preparing the way for the coming Messiah.2120 With fulfill-
ment of Malachi’s ministry, circa 430-400 B.C., the Lord remained silent 
until the ministry of John the Baptist; for John’s ministry was in fact 
the Lord once again speaking to draw His chosen people (the Jews) 
back unto Himself. This proven by John’s being an instrument of God’s 
righteousness throughout his life; for he was indwelled, trained, and led 
by the Holy Spirit in all his endeavors!  

Because the Nation of Israel walked by sight, there was necessity for 
signs (Hebrew - oth; Greek - seymeion) and wonders (Hebrew- mopheth; 
Greek - teras). The first sign given by God was the “rainbow,” (bow) to 

2116 Exodus 13:21, 22; John 4:20-24, 47-54; 10:24-30; Luke 8:4-18.
2117 John 20:22; Galatians 3:1-9; Hebrews 11:1-6.
2118 examples: Samson and other judges of Israel—The Book of Judges; Samson specifics—

Judges 13:24-16:31 / Workers of different sorts—Exodus 31:3-11; 35:30-35; 
Numbers 11:17-29; 24:2-13; 27:16-23.

2119 Romans 8:11; Hebrews 13:5, 6.
2120 Luke 1:15; John 1:19-23.
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emphasize God’s faithfulness to never again destroy the world by del-
uge.2121 The next sign was that of the “burning bush,” which was 
witnessed by Moses; gaining Moses` attention to go forth for the phys-
ical salvation of Israel from Egyptian bondage.2122 These examples are 
given to render understanding that The Nation of Israel (God’s chosen 
people) were in need of signs and wonders from God in order to believe 
God’s blessings to be upon them. In a like manner, in many cases when 
“salvation” is mentioned in the Old Testament, it is mentioned in a 
physical sense regarding a specific; yet in the New Testament, salvation 
is spoken of in a spiritual and eternal context.  

Although the Nation of Israel was (and is) in need of signs and 
wonders in order to believe, which will fall many of them prey to the 
wiles of Satan through the Antichrist during the Tribulation Period; it 
is an evil and adulterous peoples who are in need of signs and wonders 
in order to believe during this time period of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling 
believers; this after the testimony of the Apostles had been confirmed 
by them (signs and wonders).2123 During this dispensation of grace, we 
are not to seek for signs and wonders, but rather we are to walk by faith, 
not by sight; seek for God’s heavenly kingdom, not concerning ourselves 
with the matters of the flesh; allow the difference within us by the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit (light) to go forth bringing illumination to a dark 
and gloomy world.2124  

To focus upon the desires of the flesh, is to place one’s focus almost 
entirely upon the physical realm which ends at the grave; gaining neither 
spiritual growth nor heavenly rewards. To focus upon God’s heavenly 
kingdom and righteousness is to have victory by faith; not only in the 
physical realm as ambassadors for Christ, but also in the spiritual realm 
for all eternity; gaining rewards in heaven where our treasures ought 
to have been stored. Although many ministries claim that we can have 
our treasures and rewards both now and in heaven, this also is not 
Biblically correct; for we either serve God and others in a selfless and 
sacrificial manner or ourselves selfishly!2125 This is not to say that we 

2121 Genesis 9:8-17.
2122 Exodus 3:2-22.
2123 Revelation 13:11-18; 16:12-16; 19:17-21; Matthew 10:1-6; 12:38-45; 24:4-28; Mark 8:11-13; 

13:19-23; John 4:43-54; Romans 15:15-19; 2 Corinthians 12:11, 12; Hebrews 2:1-4.
2124 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Luke 12:13-34; Philippians 2:1-30.
2125 Luke 6:17-49.
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are to be paupers per se, but rather this indicates a matter of personal 
focus and intent; are we willing to surrender all for the Lord, as this 
devotion never allows the distraction of seeking or maintaining excess. 
Because God knows the actual motives of our existence, the only one 
potentially deceived is us; never God!2126 

Here is a simple test as to what is being proclaimed in “Name it 
Claim it” and “Healing” ministries. They both claim that God wants 
all believers to be financially secure and without any form of ailment; 
this of course being what people want to hear.2127 These type ministries 
many times utilize the following Scriptural verse in their proclamation 
that God seeks that all believers are to lay claim to the aforementioned, 
by stating that “there is no partiality with God” (Romans 2:11). Let us 
look at the actual Biblical context in which “there is no partiality with 
God,” and we will find how foolishly these ministries take Scripture out 
of context, in order to fulfill their own volitional intentions; which gen-
erally involves money.  

 
Romans 2:4-11: Or do you think lightly of the riches of His 
kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 
kindness of God leads you to repentance? But because of your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath 
for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EVERY MAN 
ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: to those who by perseverance 
in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. There 
will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does 
evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor 
and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. 
 

As can be witnessed in the Romans 2:4-11 passages, “there is no parti-
ality with God” as all human beings will give account for their deeds 
while in the flesh. Jesus summed up our potential in this manner, “He 

2126 Galatians 6:1-10.
2127 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:1-4.
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who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me 
scatters” (Matthew 12:30). Our rewards in heaven will be in accordance 
to what we have done for the glory of God and the proclamation of the 
Gospel truth (with Christ). If the endeavor is of a self-centered nature 
(individuality), or of the flesh (mammon), then it is not actually to gather 
others to Christ; thus the endeavor is against Christ! If ministries can 
easily take one simple Scripture out of context so as to appease the lis-
tener, do you suppose they take many Scriptures out of context for the 
same reason?! Such demonic teachings within the Body of Christ today, 
is why we must study the Scriptures so as to test all things in context, 
and why we must get our priorities straight if we are to ever walk upon 
the narrow path which leads to righteousness! We can seek to appease 
and be appeased now while in our physical bodies, and not receive 
heavenly rewards because of fleshly indulgences, while yet being saved 
by God’s grace (possibly); or we can act appropriately by placing our 
focus upon spiritual matters (God’s heavenly kingdom and righteous-
ness, while worshipping Him in spirit and in truth), and actually receive 
rewards in heaven.2128 Although many ministries claim we can have it 
both ways; the reality exists that double-mindedness leads only to dis-
tractions and spiritual depravity!2129 

SUMMATION 

“Healing” and “Name it Claim it” (supposed faith) ministries seek and 
proclaim God’s blessings in the flesh; this is done as they choose to be-
lieve according to the flesh. They place great emphasis upon physical: 
health, riches, comfort, prestige and “individuality,” as if one’s life in 
the flesh were to compare with life eternal; which is life indeed.2130 As 
believers in the Lord, trusting in Him for our salvation, we are to be 
always considerate of others and seek first to walk in the righteousness 
of Christ; storing our treasures in heaven. The focus of believers during 
this dispensation of grace is to be one of a spiritual nature, as we focus 
upon Jesus who is the author and perfecter of our faith; whereas the 
aforementioned ministry types constantly attempt to bring our atten-
tion into the physical realm, as by focusing upon our bodily comfort. 

2128 1 Corinthians 3:10-23; Matthew 6:1-15.
2129 James 1:7, 8; 4:7-10.
2130 1 Timothy 6:3-19.
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This is not Biblical and therefore should not be allowed within the 
lives of those claiming Christianity! Believers who follow these types 
of ministries may proclaim love for the Lord, yet their focus is abso-
lutely inappropriate for spiritual fortitude, growth, and servanthood 
unto the Lord; for it is either His will or our will be done, not both si-
multaneously! True love is submissive and sacrificial; not demanding 
and selfish! 

Simply spoken—if a ministry is insistent upon signs and wonders, 
riches, prestige, comfort and other fleshly indulgences, turn away im-
mediately; for the Lord does not bless carnality and ignorance! If we 
are going to claim to love the Lord, then it is appropriate that we walk 
in a manner as He walked; placing our focus upon God, thereby denying 
the desires of our flesh.2131 The decision rests with each of us; we can 
either focus upon God through faith unto victory with the remnant of 
true devotional Christians, or be led astray with the multitudes who 
walk continually within the wretchedness of “self,” who claim themselves 
“Christian,” while actually denying Gospel truth! Anyone who truly 
loves the Lord seeks to evidence and walk in truth; diligent study of 
Scripture (Word of truth) is therefore mandatory! 

Evidencing the truth and walking therein is an area which many 
Christian religious leaders have failed to understand! Supposed “healing 
(faith) ministries” fail to realize that the statements of 1 Peter 2:24 and 
Isaiah 53:5 are in reference to the atoning (redemptive healing) work 
of Christ regarding the salvation of believers; thus the Biblical context 
of “healing” within these key verses of their ministry proclamations, 
actually pertains wholly to the spiritual realm! In the context of the 
writing, the action of “healing” was and is a completed act! Having 
failed to realize completeness in Christ, this “healing” is taught to be 
in a physical context, when in fact it is not (context—1 Peter 2:21-25; 
Isaiah 53:1-12 = work of the cross; i.e. salvation). This in itself dem-
onstrates why so many believers have fallen prey to this form of false 
teaching, for many yet: seek physical healing to take precedence over 
spiritual reality; remain frightened by sickness and suffering; maintain 
their focus in the physical realm (signs, wonders); fearing death. 
Because perfect love casts our fear and it is God’s perfect love which 

2131 Romans 1:24-32; 6:1-14; 13:1-14; Ephesians 2:1-10; 4:17-32; 2 Timothy 2:20-26; 
Titus 3:1-11; 1 Peter 1:3-2:25; 4:1-19; 1 John 2:1-3:18; James 4:1-17.
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has saved us from our sins and made us complete in Christ, true un-
derstanding of this eliminates fear of death and therefore shines light 
upon the darkness of false teaching. We are complete in Christ, for “it 
is finished” (John 19:30)!2132 

FINAL NOTE 

Catholicism as with many other religions, including the “Christian re-
ligion,” draws focus upon itself, not the Lord; this being the reason for 
harlotry, as love and devotions in fulfillment of the first and foremost 
commandment are no longer reserved for God alone.2133 Any religion 
or supposed spiritual leaders, who would seek our attention and focus, 
are either inadvertent or intentional instruments of Satan, who seeks 
to lead us astray from simplicity of devotion to Christ! A great example 
of how our mindset should change once coming to knowledge of the 
truth can be found in the life of James, Jesus half-brother.2134 James 
did not initially believe in who Jesus was (Lord—Kurios / Logos; God), 
for James had grown up with our Lord and knew Him as his human 
brother.2135 Upon coming to knowledge of the truth, James referred 
to Jesus as his Lord (kurios; master); referenced by his statement of 
being a bondservant of Jesus (James 1:1). James did not any longer con-
sider Jesus as who He was in the flesh (human brother); for to truly 
know Him is to realize that He is indeed the King of kings and Lord 
of lords (God).2136 The Apostle Paul knew this as well!2137 This dem-
onstrates the epitome of changing the way in which we think, once 
knowledge and proper focus have been obtained within disciplined sac-
rificial devotion.2138 This changing of one’s mindset and focus is the 
essence of humble simplicity of devotion; for without appropriate de-
votional focus a true submission unto the Lord cannot occur, and 
without knowledgeable humility grace is not received.2139 Simplicity 
of devotion is focus upon the Lord and no other, leading to a walk by 
faith, no longer by sight; thus victory through faith within the knowl-

2132 1 Corinthians 1:4-17; Romans 3:21-31; Hebrews 2:5-18; 1 John 4:7-21.
2133 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40.
2134 Galatians 1:19.
2135 John 7:1-9, specific v. 5.
2136 1 Timothy 6:13-16; cf. John 10:27-30.
2137 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, specific vs. 16, 17.
2138 Romans 12:1-3.
2139 1 Peter 5:1-11; James 4:3-10.

The Big If 791



edgeable relationship.2140 Although many religions teach that a concept 
of God (specific aspect of the Christ—“Savior”) is sufficient for salva-
tion, and this as by weak teachings which utilize manipulation of 
Scripture out of context; the fact remains that actual knowledge is nec-
essary within a personal relationship with God (being known by God), 
aloof the foolishness of religion!2141 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons and many within Catholicism 
and other supposed “Christian” forms of religion, have been deceived 
into believing a lie! Are our fruits any better if we too remain deceived 
while shunning those yet wandering in darkness? We as Christians are 
to lead those in darkness into the light of truth; this is not to say that 
we are to oppose them by argumentation and rejection; but rather by 
speaking knowledgeable Gospel truth! Spiritual knowledge is rendered 
by God and God alone! If we fail to evidence our own failures according 
to the Gospel truth, who are we to judge the failures of others?2142 
Although we are to judge ourselves and others within Christianity ac-
cording to Gospel moral standards (confessed faith); we are never to 
judge current non-believers, for there is no Biblical standard by which 
to judge those who do not believe!2143 We are to speak the Gospel truth 
in love, within the confines of a ministry of “reconciliation,” in hopes 
of allowing others to obtain freedom in Christ. Although I abhor the 
falsehoods taught by the aforementioned which claim to be “Christ cen-
tered,” I yet love the individuals and attempt to show them Biblically 
the error of insidious and doctrinal religion. This is why we must study 
the Gospel, for it is God’s truth which allows freedom; never the doc-
trines, works or words of humankind!2144 Is it not pathetically 
inappropriate that the most widely sold book of all time (the Bible), re-
mains the least read! 

In order to gain true knowledge and understanding of God and pure 
truth, the only sound foundation remains trusting God by devotional 
submissiveness. When endeavors proceed forth from a foundation of 
human reason and logic (manmade religion), intellect and emotions 

2140 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 1 John 5:1-13.
2141 1 John 4:1-6; Galatians 4:1-11; Matthew 7:13-27; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Philippians 1:9-11; 

cf. John 6:44, 45
2142 example—Romans 2:17-29.
2143 1 Corinthians 5:3-13.
2144 2 Corinthians 12:6-10; 1 Peter 4:7-19, specific mention—v. 11.
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have taken the place of faith and spiritual devotion. This then leads to 
un-biblical doctrines being taught and followed as being pleasing to 
God, yet in actuality remain but postulates of human inane (religious) 
thinking. Spiritual defeat is the end result of most presupposition, for 
care in such cases was not taken to remain standing firm (abiding) upon 
the foundations of pure truth which are the Gospel and Christ.2145 In 
most endeavors to justify one’s own doctrine, or the doctrine of others, 
the foundation remains sinking sand and thus subject to the futility of 
the human mind. We are to have the mind of Christ; for this is the ac-
tuality of difference between “simple believers,” and “Christians,” as 
“Christians” are Christ-like!2146 To have the mind of Christ is to submit 
to the Holy Spirit within devotional humility, so as to learn that which 
is pure and acceptable to God.2147 Those who would attempt to please 
God as through the flesh seek and demand aspects of worship in the 
physical realm, in attempts to show oneself approved in the spiritual 
realm. This leads to many fruitless endeavors, regulations and acts of 
ritualistic worship, which actually violate the revealed truth of God. 
Rather than presupposition to account for doctrine, would it not be 
prudent to presuppose the Gospel as absolute truth (inerrant in its orig-
inal languages) and abide therein!2148  

We must ask ourselves—what Jesus is it that is worshipped in many 
supposed Christian religions? Is it the “good man” Jesus who was ap-
preciated in certain ways and then killed; is it the Jesus who the Jews 
considered to be a fabulous teacher because of His absolute knowledge 
of the Law; is it the Jesus who is but “a god” proclaimed by the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, which is actually polytheism; is it the Jesus who needs the 
help of human beings to carry out his plan of redemption, and needs to 
be re-crucified daily? He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, who saves us from the wages of sin which is death! 
Please understand, there are many lords and many gods, according to 
chosen beliefs; yet there is only one true God who can create, bless and 
save humanity; thus the deviations within religion cause unwarranted 
distractions and detriment!2149 Although it may appease the many to 

2145 John 8:31-36; 15:1-17; 1 John 2:18-29; 2 John 1:7-11.
2146 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
2147 Romans 12:1-21.
2148 John 8:31-47.
2149 1 Corinthians 8:1-13.
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belong to religions that make changes according to the times, please 
remember that there is always a lot of room to change direction when 
upon the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction! Just because 
the name “Jesus” is proclaimed or attached in a religion; it is only the 
Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible who can save us from our sins, and lead 
us forth into eternity! 

Step out courageously in love; asking your minister or pastor for the 
truth, and hold them accountable to speak it! Many may say that we 
are not to question our spiritual leaders, yet are we not all frail human 
beings; are we not to hold each other accountable according to the stan-
dards of our confessed faith; are we not to shine light upon darkness; 
are we not to speak the truth in love so that all (including spiritual lead-
ership) may grow in aspects of Christ?2150 Now is the time for humble 
submission! Now is the time to stop our excuses, and live in the light 
of Christ’s righteousness! Now is the time to lay aside the unfruitful 
deeds of darkness, and walk in the light as God is in the light!2151 NOW 
IS THE ACCEPTABLE TIME!2152 

Heed of Warning 
The Scriptures have rendered warning signs of manmade religion (the 
doctrine of demons) to stay us from heretical teachings and beliefs, as 
well as apostate worship practices.2153 Heed should be paid to these 
warnings, so as to achieve and maintain freedom in Christ! Any religion 
which denies Gospel truth and warnings should be avoided; for God 
seeks our sincerest devotion, apart from physical acts of religious wor-
ship derived from human: emotionalism, intellect, ideology, reason, 
and rote.2154 Please remember—our deeds of the flesh are not pleasing 
to the Lord; but rather His efficacious manifested fruit within us, for 
the truth of “God at work” is the imperative reality which must be 
realized!2155 

2150 Romans 13:1-14; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18; Ephesians 4:7-5:21.
2151 1 John 1:5-2:11.
2152 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
2153 1 Timothy 1:3-11; 4:1-16.
2154 Romans 10:1-13; emphasized—Hosea 6:1-11.
2155 Galatians 5:19-26; Philippians 1:6-11, emphasis v. 6; 2:5-18, emphasis vs. 12, 13; cf. 

Hebrews 13:20, 21.
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KEY FACTORS TO REMEMBER: 

The Body of Christ and the Nation of Israel are not synonymous; 1.
as we are not under Law but rather under grace, any predication to 
adhere to Jewish Law is inappropriate.2156 

 
Any insistence or demand of abstinence from certain types of foods 2.
or from marriage is inappropriate.2157 The specific calling of 
individuals is solely in accordance to God’s anointing; it is never in 
accordance to man’s volition or doctrine!2158 

 
Adding to or taking away from the Gospel is neither warranted nor 3.
appropriate!2159 

 
The use of likenesses of the Lord (graven images) for worship is 4.
forbidden in the Gospel!2160 

 
There are many gods and many lords, yet only One King of kings 5.
and Lord of lords; the one true God and Savior. Many religions 
may claim to know and serve the Lord Jesus; yet the teaching and 
fruits of the specific religion will render the truth as to whether 
theirs is the Jesus of the Bible, who can save us from our sins and 
lead us to victory.2161  

 
There are no longer any prophets of future events (eschatology) aside 6.
of the Lord Jesus, for His revelation carries forth into eternity!2162 
Anyone claiming to be a prophet of this type (eschatology) should be 
decisively avoided!2163 

 
The Bible states that our endeavors are for the purpose of edification; 7.
spiritual edification taking precedence, as our victory is by faith. If a 

2156 Romans 6:1-23.
2157 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Corinthians 7:1-24.
2158 1 John 2:21-27.
2159 Deuteronomy 12:32; Revelation 22:18, 19; Galatians 1:8, 9.
2160 Exodus 20:4-6.
2161 1 Corinthians 8:5, 6; Matthew 7:16-27.
2162 Hebrews 1:1-4; Revelation 1:1-3; 22:1-21.
2163 Matthew 7:15; 24:11-13, 23-27; Luke 6:26; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 1 John 4:1-6.
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ministry places focus or precedent upon physical aspects of human 
existence (corporeal) or worship (emotional); this is not righteous 
(Christian; Christ-like), neither Biblical nor spiritually ethical.2164 

 
Many have asked the question—what would Jesus do (WWJD)? There 
is only one answer to this question—“the will of the Father”!2165 Jesus 
walked solely upon the narrow path of righteousness; according to the 
will of the Father, seeking nothing of His own accord.2166 When people 
ask what Jesus would do in any certain circumstance, they many times 
make conjecture as to what Jesus would do in that specific situation. As 
Christians we are not to contemplate by conjecture, but rather to submit 
to God and follow Him upon the same narrow path of which Jesus 
walked; for this is the calling of all who claim Christianity (being Christ-
like).2167 Far too many believers, denominations, and congregations seek 
to follow God with ulterior motives; other than to walk upon the narrow 
path of Jesus righteousness; which are motives foundational to self-
righteous religiosity! Whether these distractive motives are money 
(mammon), or the lusts, desires, and emotions of the flesh; all such dis-
tractions are secular and temporal in nature, which ends at the grave. 
Shall we not rather seek God for who He is: holy, righteous, just, mer-
ciful, abounding in lovingkindness, faithfulness, and grace; for when we 
do so, our walk is primarily for Him and secondarily for others. This is 
the epitome of being “Christ-like”!  

SUMMATION: RITUALS AND TRADITIONS; MANMADE RELIGION 

Religion: 1.
Was utilized by the Lord as a tutor to emphasize the a.
unrighteousness of man to be incomparable with the 
absolute holiness of God; while directly pointing to—
Christ! Mention of “religion” in the Gospel—Acts 25:18-21; 
26:1-7; Colossians 2:20-23; James 1:19-27. Please note, each 
occurrence references the physical realm!  

This was the purpose of the Levitical Law, for it acted as a tutor •
for realization of necessity to trust fully in God, inevitably within 

2164 Romans 8:1-39.
2165 John 5:19-47.
2166 1 John 5:19-23.
2167 1 Corinthians 2:6-3:9.
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the spiritual realm—by faith; which was instituted fully by Christ 
Jesus, with foundation within the faithfulness of God toward the 
children of promise, soundly forthright fulfilled by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit (Galatians 2:11-3:29; John 14:15-16:15).  

Failure to realize the actual necessity of “faith” for the ◦
purpose of spiritual maturity, multitudes (minus the 
remnant) have maintained focus upon the tutorial basis 
(religion; elemental principles) as by carnal concepts; vice 
actually maturing (growing spiritually), as by the masterful 
teaching and leadership of the Lord from within a personal 
relationship with Him (emphasized—John 4:20-24; 1 John 
4:1-6; Romans 10:1-11; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9).  
Emotional responses to religious stimuli is delusive within ◦
the flesh; for true devotional faith foundational to sacrificial 
love for God mandates the seeking of truth, without focus 
upon anything of the physical realm; for the saving 
relational reality is spiritual and is not discovered or realized 
through the flesh; this being the reason that “self” must be 
denied, for “self” (flesh) is unwarranted and disruptive 
during any spiritual endeavor! It is due the tolerance and 
acceptance of blatant carnal religiosity within the current-
day church, that the Lord has been ejected and kept from 
the majority of congregational structures; for within the 
seeking of God in the flesh, the spiritual reality is evaded 
and denied, thus the truth of the spiritual imperative is no 
longer accepted but rather rejected! God is spirit and must 
be worshipped in spirit and in truth, or He is not 
righteously worshipped at all! 
Is a primary means by which Satan deceives the whole world b.
(Revelation 12:9); with the exception of the remnant, who 
by obedience in accordance to Gospel mandate and 
distinction, necessitate worship of God in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:20-24)! 

Humankind’s refusal to relinquish the flesh for the purpose of •
worshipping God appropriately (in spirit and in truth), has led 
to maintained emphasis upon “religion.” This then holds the 
masses within the bondage of Satan’s schemes of deception (in-
sidious religion); thus that which was utilized by God (physical 
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realm religion) as a tutor leading to acceptance of Christ Jesus, 
and to emphasize the necessity of full hope and trust to be in 
God—by faith; since the coming of the Messiah has been uti-
lized by Satan as a maintained physical realm carnal distraction 
(Galatians 3:19-4:11). The basis of victory or defeat within this 
distinctive realization is—mindset; for we can set our minds 
upon seeking and evidencing the truth as by prayer and abiding 
in the Word, or we can choose the supposed sufficiency of “re-
ligion” and thereby abide in the world, ignorantly worshipping 
God without actual knowledge (John 17:1-26; James 4:3-17; 1 
John 2:12-3:3)! When individuals choose to be “religious,” they 
in fact choose to remain focused upon the tutor rather than 
learning the lesson which was emphasized by the tutorial; thus 
remaining in bondage to physical realm ignorance, regarding a 
spiritual realm relationship! 
Within religion, many are taught concepts of both God and •
walking by faith; yet a simple concept of God is not substantive 
for salvation, nor is a simple concept of walking by faith 
substantive for extrication from the elemental principles of the 
world from which “religion” is derived (Romans 10:1-13; 
Colossians 2:1-23; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21). 
It is due failure to realize the distinction of difference between •
the old (Law; religion) and new (GRACE; faith), that the 
masses throughout church history have maintained the rituals 
and traditions of fleshly indulgence within “religion”; thus they 
remain infants spiritually, as by denial of necessity to journey on 
the narrow path upon which the Lord leads (Galatians 3:20-24; 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Hebrews 5:11-6:20; Matthew 7:13-27). 

Failure to relinquish rituals and traditions directly indicates ◦
religiosity, foundational to physical realm worship, which is 
generally superficially based upon rote as by habit; 
therefore, continuation of religiously walking by sight and 
not by faith, while deluding ourselves to deny the truth 
regarding the endeavors! 

 
“Religion” holds no value against fleshly indulgence (Colossians 2.
2:20-23); thus victory over the flesh is obtained solely by the power 
and masterful leadership of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:1-17)! 
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This fact confirms the necessity of walking by faith and not by •
sight; which directly mandates the necessity to be set apart 
(sanctified) from the weak and elemental things of the world; 
for our victory (in reality) is solely by faith (Romans 6:15-23; 1 
Corinthians 1:18-2:5; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 Thessalonians 
4:1-8; 1 John 5:1-5)! 

 
With the exception of the Lord’s Supper being an act of 3.
remembrance which proclaims the Lord’s death until He comes; all 
Christian religion ideologies, rituals and traditions are pagan in 
origin, and thus actions of corruptive delusive compromise aloof that 
which is pure and undefiled (actual Christianity; righteous truth). 

 
The emphasis of the New Testament is upon the cross of Christ! 4.
The primary Christian religion traditions and rituals pertain to that 
which is prior to (Christmas) and following (Easter) the cross; thus 
are inappropriate, unwarranted, and unacceptable! Within this, 
I will make no mention of such foolishness as: Lent, Ash 
Wednesday, etc.; for these are ritualistic ideologies foundationally 
from the priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries Rites Religion 
(Roman Catholicism). 

 
Saturnalia and the winter solstice celebrations of the 5.
Unconquerable Sun (sol invictus—the invincible sun) are the actual 
foundational pagan forms of worship from which Christmas was 
derived; and Easter being foundational upon the pagan fertility 
rituals of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion; are abominations to 
God! The fact of compromised worship being an abomination to 
God is emphasized within the passages of—Ezekiel 8:1-18, thus 
proving that religious rituals and traditions are extremely 
detrimental; bringing forth spiritual destruction of the relational 
potential involving fellowship with God, within the lives of multiple 
millions of individuals throughout history! When church leadership 
teaches according to the deceptive traditions of rote, rather than 
teaching the truth regarding the deceptive traditions, they actually 
sin against their congregation as they lead them in darkness; while 
sinning against the Lord by involvement and leadership within 
deceptions! 
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It must be understood, that participation in religious traditions •
of delusive rote is sin; participating in religious traditions of rote 
foundational to the darkness of deception (paganism) is an 
abomination unto God! Complacent participation in deceptive 
traditions of rote is the epitome of abomination unto God; for 
within this individuals place the twig of tethered bondage to 
their own noses (vs. 15-17)! As all of the traditions of the 
Christian religion are foundational to pagan dates and aspects of 
celebration, while holding no merit whatsoever in worship of 
God in spirit and in truth; all are thus abominations! Please 
remember, the Lord’s Supper is an act of remembrance, not a 
tradition; except as utilized within the instigations and influence 
of Roman Catholicism (mother of harlotry [Jezebel] and 
Christian religion abominations)!2168 
When anyone participates in religious traditions, even in igno-•
rance, they remain guilty of sin and/or abominations! A plethora 
of multitudes throughout history have been guilty of this reality; 
with the ultimate abomination being considering these practices 
to be “no big deal” (too light a thing), even when the light of 
truth has exposed the deceptions (v. 17)! Having revealed the 
truth regarding Christian religion practices of deceptive rote to 
many, and having them remain within the deceptions (with the 
exception of a few), as they seek to continue what they have al-
ways done, is the essence of “too light a thing”; for within the 
instigations and influence from the demonic realm, individuals 
refuse to acknowledge any wrongdoing within the practices, and 
therefore refuse to acknowledge any sin regarding their prac-
tices! This is in fact the reality of saying (believing) that we have 
no sin; when the rejection of truth actually proclaims God to be 
the liar, as by personal practiced deluded deceptions (1 John 1:8-
10)! The truth of the matter remains that when this reality is 
continued without repentance (turning back to God in the light 
of truth) and confession of wrongdoing; the Lord God will not 
listen to any prayers from the individual; all possibility for fel-
lowship with God is forfeit; and the possibility of God’s good 
and righteous work which leads an individual is lost (v. 18; 1 

2168 Revelation 2:20-23; 21:27.
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John 1:5-7)! Is practicing deceptive traditions of rote really “too 
light a thing”! The entire problem remains that when led by 
“self” within the superficiality of religion, the highest priority of 
our existence is denied and/or rejected; the highest priority or 
our existence being the “reality of God”! The primary foe which 
must be faced is foolish adolescent stubborn pride, for as “pride” 
seeks to protect human insecurities, we refuse to acknowledge 
the reality, strength and potential of our human sinful nature; 
which is the actuality of being personally deluded which is ev-
idenced in multitudes! When deluding oneself, responsibility 
(culpability) is solely upon the individual; for within maintaining 
practices in the darkness of deception, and considering the 
matter to be “too light a thing” (no big deal), the individual puts 
the “twig” of bondage tethering to their own nose, which leaves 
them open to further captivity within delusive practices; which 
openly rejects any help, strength, or masterful leadership from 
the Lord (vs. 17, 18)! Is denial of “self” of great importance? Is 
practicing traditions of delusive rote really “no big deal” (too 
light a thing); when Satan is worshipped within the darkness of 
deception, with no motivation by the individual to submit to the 
Lord for correction and change in righteousness? The sins and 
abominations unto God only gains potential when individuals 
have left their first love; for leaving one’s first love for Jesus is 
the first step toward spiritual decline and depravity! Although 
multitudes consider these matters to be “too light a thing,” (no 
big deal), the reality exists that the spiritual detriment and de-
pravity which occurs is abundantly huge! 

 
The insecurities of humankind derived from failure to have or 6.
realize the imperative spiritual relationship with God necessary in 
order to achieve purpose, has led to “religion” being pronounced by 
humankind upon the earth throughout history! It is only when 
individuals realize the necessity and blessing of the “sincere personal 
spiritual relationship,” that the foolishness of doctrinal and ritualistic 
religion will become evident. Until the day comes within the life of 
individuals whereas the imperative of truth is realized, superficial 
religion and human insecurities will remain at the forefront of 
supposed spiritual endeavors; thus religious rote will prevail! 

The Big If 801



Most individual human beings upon planet earth seek to ascer-•
tain their purpose in life. Many attempt this through: religion, 
mammon, the ways and things of the world, relationships with 
other living creatures; whereas the actual purpose of humans is 
to know and worship the Lord personally. When those who 
know and serve the Lord personally come together with others 
who know and serve the Lord, then unity prevails as by the im-
perative of focus upon the One we all know and serve; thus 
church (ekklaysia) is a time of spiritual edification and fellow-
ship, with the primary intent remaining thanksgiving and 
worship toward the One for whom we were created.2169 
Superficial religion and human insecurities are the end result of •
all endeavors, when the priority precedence is other than the 
Lord our God; thus weakness and confusion replace the 
righteousness of actual purpose and hope in the Lord. Within 
this, spiritual growth is stunted or remains stagnant, for the 
diminishment derived from distraction remains predominant 
within the endeavor; thus purpose is rarely achieved, leading to 
a repeated cycle of attempts without any righteous harmonious 
outcome. 

 
Religions throughout history have incorporated aspects (human: 7.
precepts, philosophies, traditions, doctrines, idealisms and 
ideologies) of other religions so as to ease conversion from the 
former to the latter. The Christian religion is no different, which 
led to the incorporated corruptive compromise which yet exists to 
this day. Actual Christianity (primary basis of relational: faith, hope 
and trust) was founded by, and is therefore all about God; thus is: 
unalterable, unchangeable, undefiled, true and pure. 

Although “the Way” (actual Christianity) has always a.
remained firmly planted within the righteousness of God 
who founded it, the alterations initiated for the sake of 
conversion ease led to just another “religion” (Christian 
religion) upon planet earth; therefore another means by 
which Satan deceives (insidiously) another massive group of 
individuals so they attempt to ignorantly establish their own 

2169 Colossians 1:16-23, specific v. 16.
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righteousness; apart from God’s righteousness, and actual 
knowledge (Romans 10:1-11). 
I praise God that we are saved by grace through His divine ◦
drawing us unto the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ), 
which began by His righteous activation of our measure of 
faith (John 6:44, 45; cf. 14:6, 7)! No one comes to the reality 
of the Christ (glory of Christ) without God’s divine drawing 
(good) work; which includes drawing unto the spiritual 
reality of Christ’s glory, preparation for progressive 
sanctification by the primary blessings of “definitive 
sanctification” and “justification,” and a taste of the heavenly 
gift which is actual intimate fellowship with God by which 
His teaching unto spiritual growth is initiated! Within all 
the physical realm religious jargon and unrighteous 
worship, multitudes having believed false pulpit 
proclamations leading to false confessions of faith, have 
never actually humbly acquiesced unto God for His divine 
(good) work to begin; thus multitudes have believed the 
deception that they are saved, although completely aloof the 
reality of God and “glory of Christ”! The reality of the 
spiritual depravity of multitudes is evidenced by their never 
having achieved a spiritual reality; which is proven by their 
continuous failure to grow spiritually in the Lord, while 
deluding themselves to believe emotional religious 
responses to contrive spiritual edification! 
We can either journey forth with the Lord within an actual b.
relationship with Him (spiritual relational reality), or we can 
remain religiously in bondage; for “religion” is a foolish 
status-quo physical realm mimicked emulation, of a 
wonderful personal spiritual realm relationship (Matthew 
7:13-20; 1 Timothy 1:3-11; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; 10:14-22)! 

 
As the ministry of actual Christianity is one of reconciliation, let us 8.
return to loving God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength; 
for His love for us is faithfully sure (2 Corinthians 5:14-6:10)! When 
our love for Him has returned to an appropriate and acceptable state 
of being, then He will bring forth the spiritual reality which forthright 
abides in the Word (relational); aloof provision for the flesh (religion)! 
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The repeated and many times continual spiritual downfall of the 9.
multitudes pertaining to gaining actual knowledge of the truth, 
remains—idolatrous behavior, which very much includes idolatry of 
“self.” As long as individuals are willing to love anyone or anything 
to greater extents than loving the Lord, Satan will cause involution 
within the inappropriate priority of one’s own choosing (obscurity 
through personal volition). 

The reason many millions have chosen to deny the truth and •
thereby remain deceived within “religion,” is because of their 
concerns as to what others (most specifically—family members) 
may think. This of course indicates that others are idols, for 
anything which takes precedence in our lives over loving the 
Lord first and foremost, is in fact an idol. A considerable 
spiritual downfall of multitudes within the church is 
“individuality” (“self”); for the mandated unity has been 
replaced with individual motives which deny the leadership of 
our Master and Lord! 

How pathetically inappropriate it remains, when individuals ◦
concern themselves with what others may think or say, with 
primary concern as to not offend other human beings; while 
simultaneously offending and denying God, without 
remorse or concern. It would behoove us to remember—
our accountability is unto the Lord (1 Peter 1:3-9; 
emphasized—Matthew 10:24-40; Romans 2:1-11)! 

This is a primary reason why very few believers have ever •
actually had intimate personal fellowship with the Lord! 

Prayer is—communication, thus listening is more important ◦
than speaking; as we have much to learn, whereas our Lord 
has knowledge of all things (an emphasis to Jeremiah—
Jeremiah 33:1-3)! 
Jesus is the only one who can actually teach a believer’s ◦
spirit; for men can instruct within the physical realm to the 
senses, yet the imperative growth must be in the spirit or it 
remains temporal (Matthew 23:8-12; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18)! 

 
The difficult battle which believers face each moment of each day, 10.
for the remainder of our corporeal existence, is—denial of the flesh 
(“self”) as by the leadership of the Holy Spirit from within our own 
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spirit; for this is the essence of—walking by faith (Romans 8:1-17; 
14:1-23).  

Yes, we must live in the flesh during our earthly existence; yet •
we do not live in accordance to the flesh (individual volition), 
nor do we battle according to the flesh; for we were created in 
the image of God (spiritually), so as to walk with the Lord our 
Creator spiritually (2 Corinthians 5:1-13; 10:1-18; Ephesians 
4:17-32; Colossians 1:15-23). 
Those who are led by the Holy Spirit are the legitimate •
children of God; all others are illegitimate children and not 
heirs according to promise (Romans 4:1-25; 8:1-17, specific v. 
14; Hebrews 12:1-29, specifically vs. 1-11; 1 John 2:28-3:24; 
Titus 3:1-8)! 

True evidence of a legitimate child of God is—denial of ◦
“self!” Without denial of “self” there can be no submission to 
follow the Holy Spirit; for where “self” remains, so also the 
enticements of the flesh remains, which is easily coerced by 
demonic influence! Two primary aspects of the flesh which 
cause spiritual blindness due to obscurity of the light of truth 
are pride and arrogance. “Pride” is the primary protector of 
the sinful nature, and “arrogance” (thinking too highly of 
oneself) is that which proves the depraved protection of 
pride. Because these two aspects of the flesh cause 
opposition (pride) and diversion away from righteous 
spiritual focus (arrogance), multitudes of individuals have 
continually sought the Lord in the flesh; within which He 
will not be found (James 4:5, 6; 1 Peter 5:5-7)! The measure 
of faith given to each created in God’s image (spiritually) has 
two purposes, first so that we may know and be known by 
God as His legitimate children, and secondly to stay us from 
fleshly (carnal) arrogance; which returns us to the continued 
enticements of the flesh (Romans 12:3; Galatians 4:8-11)! 
The major spiritual downfall of multitudes is repeated return 
to the flesh, for with each return to the flesh is repeated 
denial of the spiritual imperative, which occurs with greater 
efficiency and accountability each time this blunder is 
performed; for return to the flesh displaces the “reality of 
God,” who then is not allowed to lead (Romans 8:6-8, 14)! 
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Within this fact, it would behoove us to remember—◦
“religion” will save no one; for individual spiritual 
relationships with God our Lord and Savior are of necessity 
for the outcome of blessed eternality (Hebrews 5:11-6:20)! 
Within the context of “pure and undefiled religion” as ◦
emphasized within the Gospel (James 1:26, 27), it should be 
noted that the convictions of physical realm “religion” 
should lead to compassionate caring and concerns for others 
in need, and an earnest desire to remain undefiled by the 
world. Within Biblical knowledge that “religion” holds no 
value against fleshly indulgence (Colossians 2:20-23), it is 
understandable why multitudes are capable of rendering 
kindness to others, while simultaneously being inept at 
turning from the desires of the sinful nature within their 
personal lives. 

The personal human precedence for a righteous walk with God •
is primarily denial of self, and secondarily abiding in the Word 
(Matthew 16:24-27; John 8:31-36; 15:1-27)!  

Personal perseverance and diligence in seeking the truth and ◦
walking therein is imperative within this endeavor; for it is 
the Lord of truth whom we seek to know and worship! The 
only harmonious outcome for believers of diligence remains 
undistracted devotional focus upon the Lord, and this within 
sincere foremost love for Him; basking in the righteousness 
of His personal embrace, as our purpose is fulfilled in 
knowledge that all of importance is truly found in God! 
Although continual denial of “self” is a difficult task, it is yet ◦
a task which is founded within the strength, wisdom, 
understanding, knowledge, and righteousness of the Lord; 
thus the battle belongs to the Lord, whereas the believer’s 
victory by faith is foundational within devotion for God first 
and foremost, and humble submissiveness!  
Abiding in the Word is an imperative which can never be ◦
understated! Simply reading the entire Bible is important, as 
the Scriptures are where God has revealed Himself and 
proper standards of human existence; yet abiding in the 
Word (Gospel truth) allows God to manifest (implant) the 
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reality of the Gospel truth so that it may be living and active 
within individuals, for this is the reality of “God at work” 
(James 1:19-25; Hebrews 4:12, 13)! 
Failure to realize this fact, “religious” individuals and ◦
organizations attempt to establish their own righteousness, 
goodness and kindness; for truth evades them that actual 
righteousness, goodness and kindness are manifested traits 
within the children of promise, as by God’s indwelling 
(Mark 10:17, 18; Romans 3:1-31; 8:1-39)! Emulation of the 
righteousness of God is a carnal delusion; the actual 
righteousness of God is made manifest within disciplined, 
devotional, and humbly obedient legitimate children, or it is 
but a façade! 

 
Whether the rituals and traditions of religion, or physical realm (man-
made) religion itself; the corruptive compromise thereof is neither 
appropriate nor biblical. “the way” was pure and undefiled (holy) in its 
original context of love and devotional worship for the lord; yet the 
“christian religion” as with all secular religion is impure and defiled; 
for alterations from that which is holy, leads to that which is unholy, 
just as alterations from the truth lead to deceptions. the Lord must be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth, or he is not righteously worshipped 
at all! all worship aloof “in spirit and in truth,” is deluded worship of 
the evil one within ignorance! 

Christianity - Begins and Ends with  
Looking Beyond Oneself! 
The entire theme of the Bible finds summation in four parts:  
 

Introduction to our God; this including foremost love of the •
creatures for the Creator. 
Demonstration of our sin and our need of a Lord, Savior and •
Redeemer. This was emphasized in the Old Testament by the 
sacrifices and worship ceremonies for the cleansing of sin, and 
by prophesy concerning the Messiah; in the New Testament by 
acknowledgment and acceptance of the “glory of Christ” (Jesus 
as Lord) and the receiving of cleansing by His blood. 
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God’s plan of redemption proving our need for Him as our •
Savior (Genesis 3:15; Job 19:25; Psalms 78:35; Isaiah 41:14; 
45:21-23). 
The complete fulfillment of God’s plan of redemption when He •
comes in glory, cleanses the heavens and earth from all 
defilement, and takes His legitimate children home to His 
kingdom (Book of Revelation). 

 
The theme of the Bible being the fulfillment of God’s plan of redemp-
tion by the coming (First Advent) and return (Second Advent) of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, places emphasis of how the saints should remain fo-
cused upon the things of God in preparation.2170 With this 
consideration, the statement in Revelation 22:7 of blessing to those who 
not only listen, but also heed (Greek = tayrew - to watch over, to guard 
continually) the word given them, makes absolute contextual sense. 

The book of Revelation is the only book in Scripture that mentions 
a blessing to all who not only read, but heed the words of the prophesy 
(Revelation 1:3) and act accordingly.2171 The Revelation 22:7 passage 
is the central theme throughout Revelation and all of Scripture, because 
the statement made here sums up the quickness of His coming and the 
need for all to be prepared at all times. Just as the statement of Scripture 
is explicit in regards to His coming, this statement places emphasis upon 
the need to disregard the “manyana” (tomorrow) attitude of the world, 
as tomorrow may be too late! 

A beautiful aspect of the Revelation 22:7 passage, is that it plainly 
sums up the attitude which should be central within all believers. This 
attitude should be one of eagerly awaiting His return, and seeking to 
reach the lost with great perseverance and appropriate righteous zeal! 
It is unfortunate that many believers are content with seeking the things 
of the world, and seeking the Lord only out of necessity when the world 
has let them down.2172 Rather than spending our greatest amount of 
time and effort seeking to obtain our riches and rewards in this life, we 
should place our greatest effort into being constantly prepared for His 
return, so as not to lose focus and be caught off guard.2173 Righteous 

2170 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Peter 1:13-16.
2171 Revelation 22:14.
2172 1 Corinthians 1:26-29.
2173 Matthew 5:12-16; 6:1-8; 2 Timothy 4:6-8.
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focus upon the Lord is foundational to first and foremost love for Him, 
which is foundational to righteous gratitude for God’s many considera-
tions and blessings; which are in accordance to His faithfulness from 
the foundation of the world!2174 

If ever a believer was to prepare (and stay prepared) for something, 
it is Christ’s return! In the moment that Christ returns, His reward is 
with Him to render to all according to their deeds (what we have done 
for or against Him).2175 This statement in Scripture indicates that in 
that very moment—all is said and done; therefore nothing else can be 
done regarding one’s repentance, salvation, or reaching of the lost. 
Please understand my brethren, do not put off speaking forth the Gospel 
in this day, for tomorrow may be too late and the loved ones we have 
failed to reach will be forlorn to endure an unchangeable reality, and 
possibly eternity in torment! 

Being watchful and loving has always been the order of the day for 
those known and called by God.2176 He has always called His chosen 
to a higher standard of vigilance and righteous concern; this demon-
strated by how quickly destruction has been allowed to come upon those 
who rebel, and walk blindly according to the flesh and the foolish teach-
ings of man. Similar to the days prior to the flood of Noah and the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the inhabitants were going about 
their normal carnal routine when suddenly destruction was upon them. 
This is the way it will be also prior to, and at the time of Christ’s com-
ing.2177 Many folks having told me that they do not read the Book of 
Revelation because it frightens them; having failed to realize that the 
Lord gave us the book of prophesy so as to allow us knowledge of what 
must take place. Having been warned repeatedly in Scripture of how 
quickly destruction can be upon us, we ought not be frightened but 
rather all the more vigilant to please our Lord in this day; thereby having 
no cause for regret tomorrow or at the time of His return.2178 

Just as faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of God, 
and no one I know can learn from osmosis by touching their Bible, an 

2174 Matthew 25:34.
2175 Revelation 22:12; cf. Matthew 12:30.
2176 Romans 12:10-21.
2177 Jude 1:11-16; Matthew 24:38, 39; Luke 17:26-30.
2178 Romans 6:1-4; 13:11-14; 1 Timothy 4:16; Hebrews 3:13-15; 10:36-39; James 4:13-17; 

1 John 2:28-3:3. 
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effort (action) is required to study and thus grow in faith.2179 In a like 
manner as our faith grows when we are diligent to present ourselves 
approved as workmen (and workwomen) to our Lord, so the blessings 
from Scripture come when we heed (action) what we have witnessed 
by the Holy Spirit, for all inspiration comes from Him.2180 In accordance 
with the truth that one must heed to be blessed when studying the Word 
of God, it becomes evident why multitudes read and yet never under-
stand nor comprehend the Gospel; for those who are not effectual doers 
of the Word, delude themselves!2181 Many enter into the Gospel with 
the intent to criticize the validity of the book, in order to justify their 
lack of blessing and understanding; this indicates entering in with a cal-
loused spirit and intent, which blocks the illumination of truth given 
by the Holy Spirit!  

Many believers (whether Jew or Gentile) are content with being 
saved by God’s grace, and never seek to remain pleasing to the Lord, as 
they seek Him to be a convenience rather than Lord of all. Many be-
lievers flock to supposed spiritual leaders whom appear to be righteous, 
as folks think righteousness can rub off onto them if and when they get 
close enough. Nothing could be farther from the truth, as: many spir-
itual leaders are not godly leaders at all; nor can the righteousness of 
one individual benefit another, unless an attitude for focus upon the 
Lord is within the receiving individual. God saves individuals, not 
groups; nor one person on account of another person’s decisions. The 
Lord is a personal God, whom seeks and is quite capable of having an 
individual relationship with every human being simultaneously! We 
would do well to focus upon Him and stay our focus from others in re-
gard to our faith. This is not saying we should not have fellowship with 
others, but rather never make another human being the object of our 
spiritual focus! If a supposed spiritual leader is content with your focus 
resting upon them instead of going beyond to be centered upon Jesus; 
walk away immediately! Christianity has everything to do with the Lord 
Jesus, and only has to do with us in accordance to His abounding grace 
and the kind intention of His will. To realize this, is to realize 
Christianity! 

2179 Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 2:15.
2180 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.
2181 James 1:22-25.
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When I first became a believer, I took things yet very much for 
granted. By God’s grace there can be continual changing to become the 
legitimate child He wills that we become; His priorities become our 
priorities, void of all prior excuses and self-centered intent! I can speak 
from personal experience, when I say that we must be submissively in-
volved in leaning and doing God’s will, if the spiritual blessings of the 
Lord are to be upon us. We must cast our excuses, exceptions, decep-
tions, pride, arrogance and foolishness before the throne of grace and 
receive cleansing, if we are to ever truly walk in the light of truth, and 
stay our faith upon God!2182 To receive the blessings from God’s lov-
ingkindness and abounding grace given for victory, we must walk our 
talk (if faith is proclaimed) and abide (remain firm under, adhere to, re-
main faithful—thus heed) in the faith according to Scripture! God gives 
us a greater grace for this purpose, and in our love for Him we receive 
it for the righteous purpose intended! It is unfortunate that this is a 
truth millions of believers throughout history have not wanted to hear, 
yet this is the truth that begins our trek (in faith—by God’s grace) to 
be free.2183 God’s love for us is not the varying issue; our love for Him 
is that which comes into question, when our victories in the faith have 
turned to defeat! 

The invitation given in Revelation 22:17 is like a yodel, as it starts 
and just keeps going until it has been heard by all within its reach. Unlike 
a human yodel which is restricted by the power of the person’s voice 
from whom it came, this invitation of 

God’s free gift is unrestricted as its originator is the Holy Spirit.2184 
In a like manner as a chain reaction, the invitation should progress 
without hindrance or interruption, as it is passed from the Spirit and 
the bride (saints) to those within range of the calling; then to the next, 
then the next, etc.2185 This progression of the invitation being pro-
claimed, will not cease until all who have thirst (for light, truth and 
salvation) have heard the invitation which proclaims the free gift from 
God (the hope which is in us).2186 It must be understood, we speak the 
Gospel truth in love (instruction); we cannot draw anyone to Christ, 

2182 John 12:36; 1 John 1:6, 7; Revelation 2:4.
2183 John 8:31-37.
2184 cf. Luke 24:49.
2185 John 14:12-14.
2186 1 Peter 3:14-16.
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win anyone to Christ, teach spiritual matters, or force implantation of 
the Word into someone’s spirit; for all righteousness in others coming 
to the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) is by the divine work of 
God! We humbly and submissively serve; He works righteously with 
great power and precision! 

The threefold invitation of Revelation 22:17, holds truth which 
should be noted. The free gift from God (the water of life) is the salva-
tion given freely by the grace of God to all who believe in and accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ.2187 Just as the invitation is emphasized to come 
from the Spirit then to the saints/church, and inevitably to all creation, 
it should be noted that each and every believer is responsible for their 
own link in the chain!2188 Because evidence indicates that many believers 
are “Simple Christians” (called lukewarm in Scripture—Revelation 3:16, 
17), who do nothing to grow in their faith nor for Christ to fulfill a 
ministry, we (the working believers; as faith without works is useless—
James 2:20), must scream the word “come” all the louder to everyone 
we meet, so all may hear the good news of the heavenly kingdom before 
it is too late; for no one knows what tomorrow will bring forth according 
to God’s good, acceptable and perfect will!2189 

The wonderful part of the invitation of Revelation 22:17, is that 
God’s grace and free gift of eternal life is awesome beyond compre-
hension! The bad part of the works involved in the invitation’s 
spreading is that many are afraid of rejection, sarcasm and/or tribu-
lation, and thus do not pass on the invitation.2190 Now back to the 
wonderment of God—as He will provide a way through all circum-
stances (because He is awesome) that the invitation will reach all who 
may thirst!2191 God has offered the free gift of salvation to all human-
kind. To deny this wonderful gift and thereby the love of God is to 
call wrath upon oneself; as this denial is “the unforgivable sin”; there-
fore, we have only ourselves to blame! How can a loving God choose 
to send someone to hell? He did not make the choice; the individual 
made the choice by failure to accept the gift (acknowledge and receive 
the reality of the Christ)! The matter of folks hearing the good news 

2187 cf. John 3:16; 6:40; 11:25, 26.
2188 cf. cf. Luke 4:18, 19; 9:58-62; 1 Peter 2:9, 10; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
2189 cf. Hebrews 5:12-14; Matthew 9:37, 38; 10:27, 28; James 4:13-17.
2190 cf. 1 Peter 3:14-17.
2191 John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:3, 4.
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is not helped by the excuses of many who refuse to go forth and serve! 
Please do your part, by reaching all to whom you come in contact 
with the good news of God’s love, grace and work, and the salvation 
there from! 
 
Personal Note: It must be realized and remembered, that there are 
many false servants of the Lord; and supposed servants who make pro-
clamations in ignorance (without actual Biblical knowledge)! There are 
many who bash individuals with religiosity, which causes callusing; this 
is an unfortunate yet real problem which must be dealt with by love 
and actual knowledge. Having this work (by demonic influence; selfish 
conceit; or both) accomplished prior to our arrival, we must pray before 
any and all endeavors for the Lord; for God alone can remove the cal-
lusing and poisonous effects of false evangelism and deceptive religiosity! 
It must also be realized that individuals not being drawn by God, will 
not be receptive to the truth; once again the imperative of prayer prior 
to righteous endeavors, so that individuals may (if the Lord permits) be 
prepared to receive the light of righteous truth!2192 True salvation start 
to finish is in accordance to the immense lovingkindness and grace of 
God; therefore, always leave intentional and considerable room by dis-
ciplined and devotional humble submissiveness, for God to fulfill the 
righteous work of which He alone is capable! 

2192 John 6:44; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.
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CHAPTER NINE 

ADDITIONS FOR BETTER UNDERSTANDING 

Overview of the Book of Romans 

PLEASE CONSIDER—this is but an overview of the book of Romans. 
This is not by any means an in-depth presentation, but rather infor-
mation for spiritual sustenance. Within this presentation for 
consideration, please note that there will be aspects of truth which have 
been gathered from without the book; this for better understanding in 
witnessing the truth. 

CHAPTER ONE 

Chapter one of the book of Romans evidences the truth that God exists. 
This truth is so overwhelming, that none will have excuse for denial of 
it; therefore there is no actual basis that a true atheist exists (vs. 18-23)! 
When this truth (God exists) is denied, then the Lord releases those in 
denial to every conceivable form of human wretchedness; which includes 
the condoning of all such behavior, and acceptance of it by those who 
should know better (vs. 24-32). 

CHAPTER TWO 

Although some may say that they are not guilty of the forms of human 
wretchedness mentioned in chapter one, chapter two emphasizes that 
all humans are guilty of sin before the Lord, thus none of us are any 
better than anyone else. It is only by God’s grace in writing moral laws 
upon our hearts that we may abstain from the inappropriate to do the 
right thing; for even the motives of our hearts are seen by the Lord 
(vs. 1-16). 

An emphasis is rendered regarding the laws given the Jews by the 
Lord. Within the emphasis, the indication is made that hypocrisy and 
prejudice are prevalent factors within those who know God, as tendency 
toward judging others is predominant when focus remains upon out-
ward forms of worship, instead of forms within the spirit derived from 



love and submissive devotion (vs. 17-29). This renders the truth that 
outward forms of worship are not pleasing to the Lord, when inward 
love and devotion are not witnessed within one’s demeanor. This again 
confirms the fact that the traditions of man mean nothing, when they 
attempt to replace by emulation proper worship in spirit and in truth 
(cf. John 4:23, 24).  

Please note that in the emphasis that we will all give account for our 
deeds while in the flesh, as there is no partiality with God; our account-
ability is pertaining to whether our deeds have been for or against the 
Lord (vs. 5-11). As we have been justified by the Lord and thereby found 
not guilty of our sins, our accountability is not for sin but rather for the 
motives of our endeavors.2193 A simple evidence of the truth is this, if 
our endeavors in life are in essence for “self”; we are against the Lord, 
not for Him!2194 

CHAPTER THREE 

Many Jews did not come to truly believe in the Lord, although they 
had received His oracles. The emphasis here is that although the Jews 
had received the information in order to believe, many had yet failed; 
although in this failure the faithfulness of God was never placed in jeop-
ardy, for He renders all that is necessary. Spiritual defeat comes in failure 
to evidence the truth, therefore the condemnation of non-believers is 
just (vs. 1-8); as evidenced in chapter one verses 18-21.  

Demonstration is made that Jews, who have denied the Messiah of 
promise, will not be saved just because they are of the Nation of Israel. 
Although the Jews had received the Mosaic Law which rendered knowl-
edge of sin and thereby knowledge that no man (or woman) does “good” 
at all times, and although they knew that a sacrifice for atonement had 
to be made for cleansing from sin; many have yet failed to realize the 
ultimate sacrifice which Jesus rendered once for all encompassed all 
mankind. In this failure to trust in the Lord by understanding of His 
oracles, many yet seek to justify themselves as by the Law, even though 
the Scriptures state that any such attempt is futile (vs. 9-20). 

Our basis of right doing (righteousness) is founded in devotionally 
trusting in the Lord. When we fail to trust in the Lord to fulfill His 

2193 cf. Matthew 12:30-37; 1 Corinthians 3:4-4:5.
2194 cf. Matthew 16:22-28; Philippians 2:1-6.
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work of conforming us to Christ’s image, we tend to trust in ourselves. 
In trusting in ourselves, we attempt to gain justification apart from the 
grace of God through His atoning work, thus we remain in our sins as 
the “not guilty” verdict of justification has not been rendered by the 
Lord. No matter how much effort is put forth by man in attempts to 
be justified by human actions, the end result remains condemnation 
within the penalty of sin (vs. 21-31). The result is the Law is established 
by faith, for the necessity of the atoning work of the Messiah remains 
the imperative which must be accepted.  

CHAPTER FOUR 

Justification is found solely within the grace of God! By the mention 
that Abraham was considered righteous by faith in God long before the 
Messiah had come, we know that no one is justified by works (vs. 1-3). 
Trusting God is the first step in right doing (righteousness), therefore 
it is only by trusting in God by faith that any form of Biblical right-
eousness may be manifest in human beings (vs. 4-8).  

To further emphasize the fact of being justified by faith apart from 
works, Abraham’s being justified by God came prior to his having been 
circumcised (vs. 9-12). We also can deduce that neither the Mosaic or 
Levitical Laws justify anyone, for Abraham who lived long before the 
Law was given to Moses by God, is the father of all believers; for 
Abraham truly placed his trust in God by faith, just as all must do in 
order to be saved by grace (vs. 13-25). Please note—although some may 
say that we are saved by faith, the truth remains that we are saved by 
grace through faith; thus saving grace is received solely by faith and 
trust in God (cf. 5:17). 

CHAPTER FIVE 

Chapter five brings forth a tremendous truth which many (possibly 
most) believers do not understand. There is a progression of things 
which upon occurrence of them brings forth true hope in God. Most 
believers may say that they hope in God, yet they attempt to bypass as-
pects of true hope which bring forth the actuality of it. Let us look at 
the progression which leads to true hope in the Lord: 

 
Romans 5:3-5: And not only this, but we also exult in our tribu-
lations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 
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and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, 
hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who was given to us. 

 
As can be witnessed in the aforementioned Scriptures, the first step to 
sincere hope in the Lord is exulting in our tribulations. It is from en-
tering into tribulation for the sake of proclaiming the Gospel truth for 
the glory of God, that perseverance comes forth. As perseverance comes 
forth in tribulation, proven character is manifest in the believer by God 
as a blessing for having gone forth even in the face of adversity. As 
proven character becomes manifest in the believer; as God does that 
which is edifying and righteous; sincere hope in God becomes the end 
result. Far too many believers refuse to suffer tribulation for the Lord, 
and thus never take the first step which leads to true hope. When true 
hope in the Lord is not manifested by receiving God’s blessing for hav-
ing stepped out to serve, hope does not result; thus many tend to blame 
God when times become troublesome. Blaming God and trusting in 
God are opposites, thus our walk and obedience by faith is evidenced 
by the outcome of troubling situations; for Jesus rendered example to 
this fact!2195 This is but one way in which we may test ourselves to wit-
ness whether we are actually trusting God by faith; allowing Him to 
draw us near from afar (reconciliation), thus also setting us apart through 
fulfillment of our duty, which is humble obedience in persevering 
through suffering (sanctification) (vs. 6-11)!2196 

Please note the immensity of God’s grace, for while we were yet 
helpless sinners; Christ died for us (vs. 6-8). Also note that by the atone-
ment of the Lord Jesus Christ, all those who accept God’s wonderful 
free gift (GRACE) have been acquitted of all penalties derived from 
sin. Within this blessing we have been brought near from afar (recon-
ciled), and saved for all eternity. It would behoove us to gain true 
knowledge (surety) of the tremendous grace (un-merited favor) which 
brought this forth in accordance to God’s lovingkindness for those 
created in His image. Failure to gain this knowledge with surety is the 
foundation (sinking sand; cf. Matthew 7:24-27) from which many 

2195 cf. Hebrews 5:8.
2196 cf. 8:15-17.
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heresies and apostasies come forth within manmade religion, and ritu-
alistic worship practices. God’s grace is the greatest gift both given and 
received, yet the foolishness of manmade doctrines of religion have at-
tempted to complicate the receiving of this gift (GRACE), to the point 
that many believers perceive it has to be earned through forms of works. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth (vs. 9-21; cf. 11:6)! 

CHAPTER SIX: IDENTIFYING WITH CHRIST 

Within chapter six is found the truth of Christianity which most be-
lievers fail to realize. This truth for spiritual freedom and victory is—we 
have died to sin with Christ Jesus (vs. 1-7)! If we truly love the Lord, 
we have no need of defense regarding sin; for in love we confess when 
guilty of wrongdoing (unrighteousness) and generally seek to abstain 
from it! Failing to realize this very important fact, many (possibly most) 
believers intentionally live in sin on a continual and/or habitual basis; 
having failed to realize that we are to be dead to it. Failure to realize 
the potential of grace within our lives, by failure to actually focus upon 
the author and perfecter of our faith (Jesus), tendency has leaned toward 
ritualistic worship practices, such as baptism with water.2197 
Complacency within the elemental principles of the world (religion of 
physical realm based superficiality), generally leads to obscurity regard-
ing any “spiritual reality”; as living for the flesh primarily, with but short 
amounts of time per week seeking spiritual essence (generally in church), 
leads to practiced carnal endeavor, as the potential for submission unto 
the Holy Spirit is virtually nonexistent! The “baptism” of the Body of 
Christ is not performed with water, but rather performed as we are bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit into death to sin, and are led away from the 
ways of the world which entices sinful behavior (progressive sanctifica-
tion); thus we walk in newness of life as individuals dead to sin, yet alive 
in the Spirit!2198 There are two different baptisms; one for the Jews 
(water), as by always seeking “signs” water baptism openly renders em-
phasis of their willingness to believe; and one for overall believers in 
the Body of Christ (with the Holy Spirit).2199 Failure to realize the po-
tential of grace which blesses us with the victory through faith, leads 

2197 cf. Hebrews 12:1-3.
2198 cf. 8:3-14; James 4:3-6.
2199 cf. Mark 1:4-8; Luke 7:24-35; Acts 1:1-5; 2:37-47; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17.
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many to be mastered by the sinful nature (“self”), rather than being 
masters over it through the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit.2200 

We have been buried with Him through baptism into death, no 
longer to walk as those dying in sin, but rather as those alive in Christ. 
This is the behavior which sets us apart from non-believers and thus 
points to our true hope being in the Lord. When our behavior is no 
different than the condemned who are without Christ, then we have 
failed to submit to the Lord so that progressive sanctification may con-
tinue unhindered. To witness the fruits of many believers, it becomes 
evident that “death to sin with Christ” is not understood with any cer-
tainty, thus freedom has not been achieved (vs. 8-23). Simple fact, if we 
do not walk the words spoken regarding our faith, we remain ignorant 
and carnal!2201 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

Chapter seven brings us to a truth which is not discerned by those who 
fail to realize death to sin, and baptism with the Holy Spirit; we have 
been delivered from the Law by the grace given us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Law pointed out the wretched nature of sin in accordance 
to God’s standards of holy living. When we fail to realize our death to 
sin, then the Law seems important; yet death to sin means we are re-
leased from the Law as it is no longer necessary, for we no longer have 
necessity of that which points to sin for which we have died. By the 
surety of this knowledge, we understand that our potential is to walk in 
newness of life by the Holy Spirit’s power and leading, therefore we no 
longer live under the oldness of the Law (vs. 1-12). The Law was but a 
tutor to point us to Christ; with acceptance of Lord Jesus, the tutorial 
is no longer valid or necessary!2202 In actuality, with the coming of the 
Messiah, the Law was made null and void; for the coming of the Messiah 
was prophesied with distinction! 

When death to sin and release from the Law is not realized, then 
aspects of the Law are yet claimed as necessary; such as the tithe and 
water baptism. When the grace of God is not understood, then ritualistic 
worship practices are performed so as to mimic the receiving of grace 

2200 cf. Titus 2:11-15.
2201 cf. James 2:14-26.
2202 cf. Galatians 3:10-29, specific vs. 21-26.
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through acts of human works; thus the sacraments. Grace is the most 
misunderstood aspect of our Lord’s everlasting lovingkindness; this is 
why it is taken for granted, or denied, which leads to manmade speci-
fications for worship practices within the church. When will we realize 
that our Lord is the essence of pure love, and through this realization 
stop attempting to earn His love and grace? Our faith, or lack thereof, 
is proven by the nature of our existence; either walking by faith, or by 
sight.2203 Fantasy regarding this matter will not suffice! 

Even though true knowledge and realization of death to sin gives us 
the potential to abstain from intentional sin; sin yet dwells within our 
mortal bodies, and therefore must be dealt with by faith moment by mo-
ment through disciplined focus upon the Lord. By the grace of God we 
can but put forth our best effort to deny and fight against the wretched 
nature of sin within us, and this we do by taking our thoughts captive to 
obedience to Christ quickly and efficiently; lest the thought become 
temptation, and the temptation become sin. When we learn to deny 
speculations and doctrines as set forth by those who do not understand 
the aforementioned facts, and the Gospel in general, we then gain the 
potential of knowing who we are in Christ and thereby the potential of 
our victory by faith and trust in Him. This is the essence of walking by 
faith in Christ Jesus, trusting Him for Christian success in this life (vs. 
13-25)!2204 We can consider ourselves but wretched sinners and thereby 
remain in bondage, or we can understand that we are children of the 
one true God, and thereby maintain freedom and victory; the choice 
rests with each of us. Please remember, although we are no longer under 
the written Law, the necessity exists for submission to the moral and 
ethical laws which God has written upon our hearts! This humble sub-
mission is actually unto the Holy Spirit who blesses us with conviction. 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

With chapter eight comes the Biblical truth of Christian fruits, as God 
both wills and works for His own good pleasure within us; or not. The 
wonderment of salvation by grace through faith is realized first and 
foremost in this chapter, as there is no form of condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus (vs. 1-4).  

2203 cf. 1 John 4:1-21; Ephesians 2:1-10.
2204 cf. John 8:31-36; 1 John 5:1-5; James 1:2-18, specific vs. 13-15.
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As the chapter continues from this point, we come to realize that 
true Christianity is witnessed in the very demeanor of believers. This 
realization is not so much as to whether we are truly saved, as some be-
lieve they are and only God knows they are not; but rather the truth of 
the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence can be witnessed and thereby ver-
ified as having sealed us for the day of redemption; or not. The reality 
of a believer’s focus and demeanor makes evident the truth of the matter; 
unless we are so clouded by the darkness of deception that we are no 
longer able to see clearly through spiritual obscurity (vs. 7-25).2205 

Just as we must humbly submit unto the Lord to maintain appro-
priate focus for Christian freedom from the desires of the flesh, we must 
also submit in humble silence so that the Holy Spirit may pray in our 
stead, when the words seem to elude us. Silent time spent in prayer 
(praying in the spirit) is a blessing which most believers have never ex-
perienced. It is during this time that God’s individual will for our lives 
becomes known with certainty (as He chooses to reveal it), and a time 
when His wisdom is manifest for future endeavors. Many believers do 
not understand the will of God for themselves individually and for hu-
mankind in general; this being why most believers do not pray according 
to God’s will, but rather according to the desires of the flesh.2206 
According to many forms of bogus teachings within the church today, 
it is seemingly difficult to know that God’s will very much includes in-
dividuals; yet it does! Although many may say that God’s will is solely 
that which is presented in the Gospel, this also is bogus; for He is a per-
sonal God who seeks an intimate relationship with each of us (vs. 26-35)! 
To understand this important fact, is to realize that our relationship 
with Him is the very essence of our existence as believers; for His per-
sonal anointing of individuals assures this reality (vs. 37-39)! 

CHAPTER NINE 

Chapter nine begins with the Apostle Paul being perplexed as to why 
God’s chosen people (the Jews) were unwilling to accept the Gospel of 
truth. The Israelites had received the Law, the blessing of temple service, 
and promises of God throughout their history; yet now failed to suc-
cessfully grasp the fulfillment of the promise which was realized in 

2205 cf. 2 Timothy 2:24-3:7; 2 Peter 2:1-22.
2206 cf. 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
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Christ Jesus, the promised Messiah. Because it was promised to Abraham 
that he would be the father of many nations, and by this we realize that 
believers are considered the children of Abraham, Paul specified that 
believing Jews were descendants of Isaac according to the sovereign se-
lection of God, not children according to the flesh through genealogy; 
for God’s choices distinguished between those of fleshly genealogy and 
those within the reality of faith-based spirituality, regarding the offspring 
of Abraham (vs. 1-8). Descendants according to progeny and descen-
dants (children) according to promise, are completely different in this 
context; as the former walk by sight trusting in the Law (carnality), 
whereas the latter walk by faith trusting in God, as had Abraham (and 
Isaac) (spirituality). The distinction is therefore Isaac (spirit), not Ishmael 
(flesh); Jacob (spirit), not Esau (flesh). 

Continuing on within the chapter, we come to realize that God had 
rendered all that was necessary for His chosen people, and all others 
(Gentiles), to believe. If anyone should have known the Messiah, it was 
the Jews, for they had received prophesy which eliminated any doubt as 
to who He was, and how He would come to be among them. According 
to the power of the Word which God inspired, the necessary truth was 
presented; yet denied by many. We also must note that God is merciful 
and renders His mercy upon whom He chooses, therefore none may 
claim priority or favor in the rendering or receiving of God’s mercy. 
Simply put—we have no right to expect favor, for although only a rem-
nant within the Nation of Israel and the Body of Christ actually remain 
focused upon the Lord and thereby deny the foolishness of worldly doc-
trine and standard, we are yet no better than anyone else, but rather 
appropriate recipients of grace leading to freedom and victory in Christ. 
Please remember that although the same grace is available to all who 
believe, and this according to God’s lovingkindness, only a remnant 
chooses to receive the grace necessary for denial of the inappropriate; 
thereby gaining spiritual deliverance and success (vs. 9-33)2207.  

CHAPTER TEN 

Chapter ten reiterates Paul’s earnest desire that his Israelite kinsman 
would come to have the personal relationship with the Lord, which 
comes by faith. The Israelites continued to seek a righteousness derived 

2207 cf. 11:30-32; Ephesians 2:1-10.
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from the Law, rather than submitting to the truth regarding Jesus, which 
brings forth the righteousness of God through faith. They were in es-
sence attempting salvation by works (adherence to the Levitical Law), 
rather than accepting salvation by grace through faith apart from works 
(vs. 1-11). This being the reason why Paul’s primary concern was for 
their salvation (v. 1); which proves that practiced beliefs according to 
past experience, stays individuals from the reality which occurs when 
change is brought forth by the Lord. 

There are basically two main reasons why the non-believing Jews 
refused to submit to the truth regarding Jesus the Messiah: 
 

The Israelites had become complacent in their being God’s chosen 1.
people, and in this complacency had forgotten that they were called 
according to God’s gracious choice.2208 Within their complacency, the 
Israelites were refusing to hear any words which were spoken about 
Jesus being the Messiah, and in this they (the Orthodox Jews) were 
remaining intentionally ignorant of the truth regarding imperative 
“faith” ; thus rejecting the grace of God which could save them, while 
yet holding to the Law which could not. Pride within Jewish leadership 
was very much the culprit of their intentional ignorance, for the 
thought of Gentiles being equal with them within God’s plan of sal-
vation, was absolutely detestable. The Israelites, who listened to reason, 
came to understand the immense love of God for all; yes even the 
Gentiles; whereas many refused to look past themselves to gain this 
understanding. This is the same type of pride which has caused each 
of us to deny truth at some point in our lives, yet denial of Messianic 
truth leads to condemnation and an eternity of remorse (vs. 12-21). 

 
Jesus had come exactly as prophesied, as a humble servant to bring 2.
God’s Word to the Jews and to make expiation for the sins of all who 
accept the gift.2209 Because He had not come in power as a 
conquering king who would release the Israelites from Roman 
tyranny, as was the hope of many Jews, He was rejected by those 
who denied prophecy as by the darkness of selfish expectations. 

2208 cf. Deuteronomy 7:6-8.
2209 cf. Zechariah 9:9, 10; Matthew 15:24; 21:5-11; Hebrews 7:26-28; 9:11-14; 10:1-29; 

1 Peter 3:18-22.
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Although Jesus will return to once again draw His chosen people 
(the Jews) back unto Himself, this will not occur until after the Great 
Tribulation Period (the millennial reign). 

 
Also in chapter ten, is found the Biblical specific regarding—righteous 
confession of faith unto salvation (vs. 8-10, specific v. 9). The specific 
confession is “Jesus as Lord”; not Jesus as Savior! As has been reiterated 
in many portions of the book (Big If); the divine work of God right-
eously activates individual’s measure of faith, prepares, draws, and 
teaches the “glory of Christ (reality of the Christ), which leads to the 
righteous confession of faith; for the authority of Christ (God) is real-
ized, accepted, and confirmed through righteous confession! This divine 
work of God never occurs when individuals seek a Savior through the 
flesh; for the divine work of God begins a “good” spiritual transfor-
mation, by which individuals are taken beyond beliefs in the flesh 
foundational to spiritual ignorance, unto faith-baseda faith-based spir-
itual reality which is foundational to spiritual knowledge, which is 
rendered solely by the Lord within His divine righteous work! This 
matter is confirmed within the book of Philippians (vs. 1:6; 2:12-16); 
placing emphasis upon maintaining spiritual focus and reverent devo-
tion, hence the confession for the entirety of one’s corporeal existence! 

CHAPTER ELEVEN 

Chapter eleven brings forth many important truths, one of which is 
greatly misunderstood. When Jesus had not returned to reign in the 
second century A.D.; it was assumed (conjecture) by the Roman Catholic 
Church that two things had occurred: 
 

The Jews had been set aside permanently, and the church had taken 1.
their place as God’s chosen people. It must be questioned as to 
whether this was actually assumed; for Roman Catholicism never 
held intention to submit unto God, but rather held intention to 
coerce Christianity with the many falsehoods of the Babylonian 
Mysteries Religion! 

 
Jesus intended to rule over the earth through the church. It is from 2.
this form of inane human thinking that it was assumed that a man 
could have the authority of Jesus (God) upon the earth. From this 
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came Papal Catholicism, believing the Pope to be the Vicar 
(substitute) of Christ. This demonstrates the inability of many within 
Catholicism to walk by faith knowing that Jesus is in full authority; 
for now a man is assumed to command with the authority of God, 
and is considered inerrant (without error or fault). This is exactly the 
form of pride which led to Satan being cast from heaven, for Satan 
would settle for nothing less than being like the Most High God. 
 

Within chapter eleven, we find the truth that the church has not taken 
the place of the Jews as God’s chosen people! We also find that the 
church has never been entitled to claim the blessings of Israel which 
are presented in the Old Testament. Although many of the Jews had 
gone astray from the truth, instead holding to aspects of human works 
(the Law); for the church to believe them (the Jews) as being set apart 
permanently is completely inappropriate. Many within the Body of 
Christ (church) are also far astray within “self” complacency of somehow 
believing we are more deserving of God’s grace than are they; this being 
the reason many believe the church merits the favor shown Israel.  

We (the Gentiles) were called by God (grafted in) so as to cause His 
chosen people (the Jews) jealousy leading to repentance. Just as many 
Jews have fallen prey to spiritual corruption which led to their failure 
to believe, so also have many within the Body of Christ. When attention 
and focus is placed upon human beings who render empty deceptions, 
bondage becomes the end result; whereas attention and focus placed 
upon Jesus renders freedom and victory. The former are of the many, 
the latter are of the remnant (vs. 1-36)!2210  

CHAPTER TWELVE 

Chapter twelve brings us to a decision—will we present our bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice (which is a “spiritual” service of worship), ac-
ceptable to God; or not. A quick rehash of former chapters will assist 
us in making our decision: 
 

God exists. Denial of this truth which is blatantly evident throughout 1.
human history, leads to wretchedness in human behavior. 

 

2210 cf. Colossians 2:1-10; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
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All human beings have sinned, and will give account for their deeds 2.
while in the flesh; were the “deeds” for or against Christ, thus 
spiritual or carnal (respectively). 

 
We are not justified by the Law or any other form of human 3.
religious works, but rather solely by God’s grace through the 
redemptive sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
We are pleasing to God solely because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice; 4.
therefore our only pleasing action for God is our trusting in Him 
by faith (cf. Hebrews 11:1, 2, 6). 

 
God has justified believers as a free gift of His grace; therefore we 5.
have peace with God through Christ Jesus. Knowledge (surety) of 
this leads us through the progression which allows us true hope in 
the Lord. 

 
We have been baptized into death to sin with Jesus; therefore we 6.
can walk in newness of life, having been freed from sin by God’s 
grace. 

 
We have no need of the Law which emphasized sin; for although sin 7.
dwells in our mortal bodies, God’s grace gives us the victory. 

 
Focus and mindset are the keys to true “spiritual” success while in 8.
the body. 

 
Although all human beings have juncture to the side of err, the 9.
sincere grasping of Gospel truth eliminates the potential of eternal 
err.  

 
All who know (and are known by) the Lord Jesus Christ will be 10.
saved. 

 
Although the Jews were set aside because of their rejection of the 11.
Messiah, they will one day be drawn once again unto the Lord. They 
have always been God’s chosen people (by gracious choice). 
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I have reiterated a basic outline of the first eleven chapters of Romans, 
and included various truths from outside the book to emphasize the 
reality of what is presented in chapter twelve. The progression through 
the book of Romans, beginning in chapter one, leads us to under-
standing that focus upon the Lord by faith is mandatory, if we are to 
obtain and maintain spiritual victory by disciplined faith while in our 
mortal bodies. Understanding as to the progression allows us the po-
tential for knowledge necessary to understand what Christianity is all 
about! Our faith teaches us that God is all important, and that our 
important purpose is found within our relationship with Him. To re-
main doubtful as to what is presented in the book of Romans, is to 
remain doubtful as to our position in Christ; thus our flesh remains 
in control as we submit to it inappropriately, thereby denying the lead-
ership of the Holy Spirit. This is the prevalent downfall within most 
believers! 

Paul urges us to present our bodies appropriately unto the Lord, for 
the actuality of doing so is our spiritual service of proper worship (v. 1). 
We are reminded that focus is key to success, if we are to actually deny 
conformation with the world, as by changing the way we think (v. 2). 
This goes further by emphasis that righteous thinking places asunder 
inane forms of thinking; thus allowing us the focus necessary to gain 
understanding as to God’s good, acceptable and perfect will.  

Note—Within Catholicism and its offshoot denominations (i.e. 
Methodist and Lutheran), conformation is required; this being confor-
mation within human doctrine, thus a direct violation of verse two. This 
evidences how inappropriate (inane) thinking and focus do indeed lead 
us astray of the Gospel truth. 

God has given to each a measure of faith, and grace abounding divine 
work to make our faith successful. This measure of faith has a dual pur-
pose, as it both points us to God and allows us to abstain from arrogance. 
By examination we can see that by denial of arrogance as by the measure 
of faith given us, we gain the ability to have sound judgment as by re-
alization of our human frailties, and God-given strengths. We also note 
that the talents given us in accordance to God’s measure of faith are to 
be utilized in conjunction with the talents of all other believers; thus 
we all grow in aspects of Christ together (vs. 3-8).2211 

2211 cf. Ephesians 4:11-16.
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The measure of faith given us, along with the abundant grace to 
make our faith successful, does not stop at working together so that all 
believers may be edified. The measure of faith when strengthened by 
God’s grace, allows us to: love without hypocrisy; live devoid of bigotry 
and prejudice; abhor what is evil, while clinging to what is good; remain 
selfless to honor one another; remain diligent in serving the Lord with 
spiritual fervor; rejoice in hope; persevere in tribulation; remain devoted 
to prayer; be hospitable in contributing to the needs of others. In this 
we return good for evil; place hope and blessing upon others; exercise 
appropriate sincerity and rendering of grace to others; abstain from 
conceit and exuberant love of “self”; relinquish our right to retaliate for 
a wrong suffered (forgiveness); overcome evil, rather than being over-
come by it (vv. 9-21).  

By that which is presented in chapter twelve, we gain further under-
standing of that which is revealed in chapter eight. We can allow our 
focus and mindset to wander because of the ways of the world, and the 
foolishness of manmade religious doctrine; or we can remain focused 
upon the Lord, and thereby learn how to love as He does, while re-
maining victorious in our walk by faith. As focus and mindset are truly 
key to spiritual success, the decision rests with each of us as to whether 
we will be spiritually victorious or suffer spiritual defeat. This is an area 
in the life of each believer which gains parameters from within; by the 
masterful leadership of the Lord, or the wretched leadership of our 
flesh; thus the actions of others can never realistically guide us within 
spiritual endeavor, for our relationship with the Lord is the only factor 
which can actually accomplish this task. 
 
Note—The imperative of spiritual victory derived from remaining fo-
cused upon the Lord, leads to reason that distractions must be dealt with 
immediately. Because our enemy does not want us focused and thereby 
serving by the strength and wisdom which God provides, they (Satan 
and demons) will use any means possible to distract us from appropriate 
Christian servanthood and worship. If we have remained stagnant in of-
fering our bodies as living sacrifices, which is evidenced by pride, 
arrogance and assorted other deeds of the flesh yet remaining predom-
inant in our lives; distraction yet remains a serious issue to be dealt with! 
Taking all thoughts captive to obedience unto the Lord is imperative to 
continued spiritual growth and selfless sincere devotion; knowledge of, 
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and obedience to Biblical standards greatly assists in all endeavors while 
in our mortal bodies! Time past is sufficient to have obeyed all that is of 
our sinful nature: pride, lusts, carnal desires, selfishness, abominable idol-
atry, confabulation, etc., is realized to cause distraction, disturbance, 
spiritual detriment, and discouragement; thus taking thoughts captive 
to obedience must be a moment by moment endeavor of high caliber, 
the beginning point of this being—denial of volitional “self”!2212 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Chapter thirteen brings forth further truth as to the behavior which 
should be present within believers. The way, in which we submit, love, 
act, and consider others as more important than ourselves, demonstrates 
whether we are led by the Holy Spirit; or the desires of the flesh; the 
boastful pride of life; and/or the standards of the world by inappropriate 
failure to separate ourselves. This proves that we are known by our 
fruits, therefore testing ourselves is continually important, lest we re-
main upon the wrong path for extended periods of time.2213 

Chapter thirteen brings forth the truth that we must submit to the 
governing authorities, for there are no governing authorities except those 
established by God; this with the only exception that human expectations 
and demands violate strict Gospel standards!2214 It behooves us to re-
member that God’s revealed will for humankind, is to lead us to the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ! In keeping this truth as a reality which 
must occur, and realizing that the Gospel states that the affairs of the 
world will reach terrible wicked proportions prior to Christ’s return, we 
can submit with understanding that God is in control according to His 
good, acceptable and perfect will, thus our trust remains in and upon 
the Lord! When we fight against the ruling authorities, pride has invaded 
our ability to submit by faith; in this our flesh calls us to rebel against 
the ordinance of God (v. 2). This is not to say that we cannot speak out 
against injustice, but rather this states that we are not to outright rebel 
in matters which we cannot change, when in doing so our ability to love 
becomes hindered and thereby nonexistent. We allow the Lord to lead 
us by faith, thereby denying the prideful desires of our flesh (vs. 1-14).2215 

2212 cf. Matthew 16:24-27; 1 Peter 4:1-10.
2213 cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Corinthians 13:1-9.
2214 cf. examples—James 5:12, cf. Matthew 5:34-37; Matthew 7:1-5, cf. 12:34-37. 
2215 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Philippians 4:4-9. 
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Please remember, when we remain obedient to the standards set forth 
by God; thus obedient to God; He will righteously work in us so that 
all things will work together for inevitable good (cf. 8:28-39).  

CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

Chapter fourteen brings forth the truth that we must not be judgmental 
about petty things. Although we are to judge the behavior of those who 
claim Christianity, and this according to the God-given standards of 
the faith which they confess; we yet must be careful not to judge others 
by standards which we personally have set, while always being consid-
erate of the opinions of others which seem to guide them (vs. 1-4).2216 

Within this chapter we also find the reasons to have celebrations of 
certain days; or not. Although I no longer celebrate Christmas or Easter; 
having come to knowledge that these celebrations actually have nothing 
to do with the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ), except to attach 
His name to dates associated with pagan celebrations (Sol Invictus; fer-
tility goddesses, respectively) which should have been denied by the 
church; I yet do not criticize those who participate in these celebrations, 
but rather hope and pray they would instead celebrate the goodness 
and righteousness of the Lord! Within this chapter we find that to cele-
brate, or not, is the decision of individuals. The question to be asked 
is—are they in fact celebrated for reasons considerate of the Lord, or 
solely by rote? Because each of us will give account as to whether our 
actions were for, or against the Lord Jesus Christ; this question holds 
much importance, as nothing of deceptive darkness is ever for the Lord, 
but rather against Him (vs. 5-12).2217 

When we judge others in matters which are not of necessity for 
spiritual growth and edification, we tend to cause them to stumble out 
of confusion or unwarranted concern. When we are inappropriately 
focused, we tend to overly concern ourselves with what others may 
think, instead of maintaining our confidence in the One who knows 
all things about us. When we fall prey to this type of concern, we tend 
to place emphasis upon inappropriately pleasing others, which generally 
leads us to further distractions which are without love; as the love of 
God manifest always involves strict discipline. In the type of unloving 

2216 cf. 1 Corinthians 5:6-13.
2217 cf. Galatians 4:1-11.
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behavior which comes forth, we tend to cause harm to others, while 
remaining blinded to the detriment our actions have caused. Our cal-
ling is to remain focused upon and victorious in the Lord; for the 
edification of all! Within this calling, we understand that although 
something may not be inappropriate for us personally, we must consider 
others who are present, and thereby allow love to prevail in all situ-
ations (vs. 13-23).  

Please remember—it is not necessary for us to impress others, for 
our only goodness comes from the Lord who indwells us. When we re-
member this, we have no need of inappropriate actions derived from 
what others may think.  

CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

Chapter fifteen reiterates that by the grace given us, we ought to self-
lessly consider others. Paul states that we who are strong in our 
relationship with the Lord, should bear the weaknesses of those without 
strength, thus we should count our strength as something to be grasped, 
yet rendered for the edification of others. In this type of behavior, we 
do indeed walk as our Lord walked, for there is no reality of a strong 
faith without the works which prove the realistic faith (vs. 1-7)!2218 This 
is the essence of passing tests, as to being in the faith! 

God had known all along that His chosen people would reject the 
Messiah. He had also always intended that Gentiles would be blessed 
being within His family through faith. Although many Jews had become 
complacent in knowledge that they were God’s chosen people, it was 
due this complacency that many had been angered by the fact that God 
has called Gentiles as well (yet differently—“grafted in”). This is the 
same type of selfish behavior which holds many believers into serving 
themselves only, while denying blessings upon others; lest their own 
blessing be somehow diminished. As selfishness and serving God are 
exact opposites, our potential of servanthood for God and others begins 
with denial of “self,” which is also the first step to truly placing our hope 
in God (vs. 8-13)!2219Paul, who initially was a zealous Jew who focused 
upon the Law, came to realize that we are all under God’s grace, revealed 
fully in Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul realized that we are to help one 

2218 cf. 1 John 2:3-11; James 2:15-26.
2219 cf. reiterated Matthew 16:24-27; Titus 1:10-16; 2:11-15.
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another; whether Jew or Gentile, makes no difference; for as children 
of the one true God we are all blessed in Christ. This is a lesson which 
we all must learn, for as the Jews were blinded by their complacency, 
so also are many denominations within the Christian religion, as they 
seek to take the place of the Jews; having failed to realize that during 
this dispensation of grace there is no distinction between the two, for 
we are all one in Christ Jesus (vs. 14-33; cf. 10:6-13).2220  

When we fail to realize that we are all brethren by God’s grace 
through faith, we also fail to realize that God’s sufficient grace is our 
greatest blessing. Many within both the Nation of Israel and the Body 
of Christ yet fail to realize this, and for this reason selfishness and 
self-centeredness have caused great hindrance to the love and unity 
which should yet be prevalent! Many have yet to get beyond them-
selves, for the sake of all! God be praised, that He was never selfish in 
His calling, for without His grace and selflessness we would all be 
doomed unto condemnation! 

 
Personal Note: The truth of Christian unity can be compared with a 
hive of honey bees. As honey bees are united in purpose, selflessly hard 
working for the benefit of all; so also should all Christians be selflessly 
united intentionally for one purpose—“the glory of God,” which is for 
the edification and salvation of all!2221 As any kingdom, city or house di-
vided against itself cannot stand nor function with righteous efficiency, 
so also the church now being divided as by distinctly different teachings 
aloof sound doctrine, and denominations is no longer righteously effi-
cient as the unification has been destroyed by the foolishness of blatant 
carnal individuality! Just as with the unification of bees, pollination occurs 
which renders blessing from God upon plant life and all living creatures 
who receive the sustenance derived there from, so also would God’s 
blessings have been upon the living creatures of the world; most specifi-
cally those created in His spiritual image (human beings); had all the 
individuals within all congregations denied “self” so that unification and 
purpose would have been maintained; thereby all worshipping and serv-
ing God according to both His good, acceptable, and perfect will and 
the kind intention of His will! With all the individuality which has come 

2220 cf. John 1:1-14.
2221 cf. Philippians 2:1-18.
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forth predominately since the time of the scholastic period (and supposed 
“Great Reformation Period”); it is quite easily understandable why the 
Lord has been closed out of the church since the A.D. 1950s! With blatant 
carnality comes blatant selfish individuality, and individualized seeking 
of all that is of the world; this causing enmity with God brings forth ab-
solute disunity and downfall of the many; which is why the Lord 
knocking at the door of the current-day church is not asking that the 
door be opened, but rather that the few (remnant) who truly want to de-
votionally love and serve Him in the light of truth would personally 
invite the Lord into their life, external of the places where the truth is 
no longer wanted! If the church had actually reformed by returning to 
and immovably maintaining the truth of the Gospel, and accomplished 
this within absolute Biblical unity as set forth in accordance to the Lord’s 
standards regarding congregational settings, then the wonderful spiritual 
sustenance of the Word of Truth (Gospel) would have accomplished the 
desire of God that none should perish (for the most part)! Although 
many human beings by choice would and will never accept God as their 
Lord and Savior, none would have turned away because of the bitterness 
of religiosity and selfish human atrocities! All of the fantasy and delu-
sional denial of these facts will not change the harsh reality; rather all 
who refuse to acknowledge reality will be further deceived by the evil 
one, to the point of a calloused and/or poisoned spirit which will no 
longer accept truth nor reverently fear and worship God!2222  

CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

Within the first several verses, we note that Paul is admonishing the 
church at Rome to greet others of the faith which they may or may not 
have previously known. This is a tremendous set of greetings, as we 
must greet with love all within the household of the faith, having no 
preconceived notions of what to expect; lest we fail to love one another 
as Christ has loved us. An emphasis of greeting those whom have not 
yet been met, can be potentially witnessed by Phoebe (v. 1) having come 
from Cenchrea; an eastern port of Corinth (vs. 1-16). 

The chapter continues by rendering warning to beware of falsehoods 
which others may bring into the church. This is important to realize, 

2222 cf. John 4:9-38; 14:1-14; 1 Timothy 4:1-11; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:5; James 4:1-17; 
1 John 1:1-10; 2:3-29; Revelation 3:14-22.
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for although we must greet others with love and no preconceived no-
tions, we must also be careful to examine the fruits and teachings of all; 
lest little by little a wolf in sheep’s clothing enter in to devour the sheep. 
This is sound advice which has not been heeded within the Body of 
Christ to this day; for many false teachings, doctrines, precepts, tradi-
tions and forms of worship have entered into the church leading many 
astray of the truth. Victory and freedom are maintained by focus upon 
the Lord of discipline, truth and grace (vs. 17-20).2223 

The chapter concludes with mention of the mystery which was re-
vealed. This mystery (as indicated) is twofold in its nature, for revealed 
was the reality of Christ’s coming according to prophesy, and God’s cal-
ling of Gentiles to be saved. Please note that although Jesus` coming 
was prophesied from times long past, the distinction between His first 
coming unto suffering (Isaiah 53), and His second coming unto glory 
(Isaiah 11) were not distinguished by the prophet. The mystery of the 
Gentiles being called by God was revealed through the Apostle Paul’s 
ministry (vs. 25-27).2224  
 
This concludes this overview of the book of Romans. It is sincerely 
hoped that the information presented has helped in realizing what 
Christianity is all about. As aforementioned, tidbits of information have 
been included for the sake of clarification. Please understand, although 
I mention Roman Catholicism in a negative context, I yet love the in-
dividuals held captive by the falsehoods presented by this form of 
manmade religion. Please also consider that manmade religion will 
never save anyone, for the reality of the relationship with Jesus necessary 
to be saved is blatantly obvious within the Book of Romans; and the 
New Testament throughout.  

The teachings of the Roman Catholic Church have brought forth 
many forms of harlotry within the church even to this day. Failing to 
understand the grace of God, the teaching of Catholicism continually 
attempts human works to achieve God’s favor; denying justification, 
sanctification, and reconciliation to be the work of the Holy Spirit; in-
stead believing and teaching these aspects of God’s grace to be 
derivatives of human works and ritualistic religion. Within the evidenced 

2223 cf. Matthew 7:15-20; Hebrews 12:1-11.
2224 cf. 1 Peter 1:10-12; Ephesians 3:1-21.
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truth as by the deeds of Catholicism, we can note that as they deny the 
righteousness of God and yet seek to establish their own (ritualistic re-
ligion); in doing so, they remain incapable of understanding the Gospel, 
which is for the most part (New Testament) spiritually appraised!2225 
Please remember that this is exactly the type behavior of the Jews who 
claimed that both adherence to the Law and believe in Christ were nec-
essary in order to be saved (Judaism). We must be very careful who and 
what we choose to follow, lest we fail to come to knowledge of the truth 
and thus remain in bondage to delusive practices. We are called to be 
free and victorious, yet it is our decision whether we will grasp these 
blessings in accordance to God’s grace; or not! The truth of baptism 
into death, and walking in newness of life according to God’s grace, is 
only realized when grasped by devotional faith; yes with but the faith 
of a mustard seed.  

It is hoped that notice was upon the considerable emphasis of God’s 
grace. The book of Romans is filled with information pertaining to 
grace, and this because understanding of it leads to potential for victory, 
whereas misunderstanding leads to bondage and spiritual defeat; for 
truly we can do nothing appropriate aloof God’s gracious leadership 
and nurturing!2226  

God gives us grace because He loves us. When we attempt to warrant 
or earn His grace, we in actuality demonstrate that we are ungrateful 
of His lovingkindness, by feeling we must somehow pay Him for His 
gift. This is exactly as harsh as it seems; for how would we feel if we 
gave a gift in love, and the person insisted on paying us for it. This type 
of behavior is insulting at best, and completely inappropriate when re-
sponding to our Lord. Are we so prideful that we cannot simply thank 
and praise Him for His immense free gift? Have we failed to utilize the 
measure of faith He gave us, to the extent that we cannot understand, 
through our arrogance, that He is the very essence of pure love? Have 
we entangled ourselves so badly into “religion,” that we can no longer 
understand that God did for us what we were incapable of doing for 
ourselves? SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH, NOTH-
ING COULD BE SIMPLER! Saved by grace, led by grace, uplifted 
and strengthened by grace; praise God for His wonderful gift! Selah. 

2225 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Colossians 2:20-23.
2226 John 15:1-17.
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SIMPLICITY -  A SIMPLE PATH FOR LOVE AND OBEDIENCE UNTO GOD  

The Apostle Paul was a man who truly loved and trusted God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.2227 For an individual such as Paul to fear, 
was an illustration of that which could be extremely detrimental. The 
Apostle Paul was an individual who from the depths of his heart and 
spirit trusted the Lord for the appropriate outcome for any situation, 
demonstrated by these Scriptural verses (Acts 16:22-30; Philippians 
1:12-14). With this knowledge in mind, we can better understand Paul’s 
concern with the potential of Satan leading us astray from simplicity of 
devotion to Christ.2228 

Ultimatum 
 

Necessary steps for moving beyond adolescent  
(immature; un-disciplined; self-centered) Christianity;  

unto servanthood as a soldier for Christ  
(2 Timothy 2:1-3:7) 

 
The following will allow us to focus our priorities appropriately so as 
to allow our motivations to be Christ centered; therefore guided by 
grace.2229 The progression as follows, allows us the potential victory of 
faith through maintaining our focus upon (identification with) the 
Lord.2230 Watchful building from the foundation of our faith which is 
the Lord Jesus, is the beginning and ending of all Christian victories.2231 
To fail in taking the first steps within the elementary principles of the 
faith, is to bring forth potential regression with each step thereafter.2232 

PREFATORY 

Inasmuch as most individuals have little or no actual knowledge regard-
ing the faith they confess; this pertaining to most religions; the specific 
imperative exists (regarding this document) to understand—what it 
means to be a “Christian”? The word “Christian” was first utilized at 

2227 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.
2228 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; cf. Ephesians 6:9-12.
2229 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10; Philippians 1:19-21.
2230 1 Corinthians 15:56-58; 1 John 5:4, 5.
2231 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11; Ephesians 6:10-12.
2232 2 Timothy 3:1-7; Hebrews 6:1-6.
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Antioch; the specific of the term meaning—to be Christ-like (Acts 11:25, 
26). What then is the meaning? Although the ignorance of the multi-
tudes would consider the definition to indicate simply an individual 
who is saved by grace through faith, and this by Biblical standard aloof 
all other foolishness of Christian religious: doctrines, precepts, and phi-
losophies; the reality directly dictates—individuals who by disciplined 
humble submission allow God un-hindered access so as to both will 
and work for His own good pleasure.2233 Disciplined humble submission 
remains an absolute imperative during the duration of a believer’s life; 
for the work of sanctification by the Holy Spirit (God) is the means by 
which transition to higher levels of training and devotional servanthood 
occur; for this is the essence of “growth” which comes solely from 
God.2234 The greatest hindrance to the growth which comes from God 
yet remains the believer themselves, for personal volitional endeavors 
in most cases is precedent over humble submission unto the Lord; thus 
God’s will remains second to the idolatrous volition of the believer, as 
they have refused to “deny self” for the purpose of actually following 
the Lord!2235 

The evidence of the ignorance which yet remains dominant within 
the majority of professing “Christian” believers can be noted by: 
 

The many who believe and confess to be “Christian” yet they neither 1.
abide in the Gospel or in the Lord as by disciplined diligence and 
humble submission (John 8:31, 32; 15:4-8). 

 
The many who believe being a Christian is simply accepting Jesus 2.
as Savior; yet deny Him as Lord. In this, the fruition of God’s 
presence cannot be evinced (Philippians 1:6; 2: 12, 13)! 

 
The many who believe that journeys to a congregational setting will 3.
bring forth inevitable instruction suitable for all higher levels of 
learning and training. This is the essence of laxity; trusting in 
humankind and religion for spiritual growth (Colossians 2:20-23)! 

 

2233 Philippians 2:1-16, specific vs. 12, 13.
2234 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Ephesians 4:7-16.
2235 Matthew 16:24-27; John 8:1-59, specific vs. 31-36; John 15:1-27, specific vs. 1-14; 

2 John 1:7-11.
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The many who believe that other human beings in the physical 4.
realm can teach them regarding the spiritual realm. Spiritual training 
can be emphasized (instructed) by human beings; the actual teaching 
(implantation) of the spiritual reality comes solely from God (James 
1:21, 22; 1 John 2:20-29)! 

 
The many who believe that righteousness within Christianity can 5.
be achieved as by association with other believers (emulation). This 
fallacy is far from the truth (Ezekiel 14:12-23)!  

 
The multitudes who believe that a relationship with God is an 6.
emotional matter (supposed spirituality); thus the constant attempts 
at emotional exultation (revival) within religion. An actual nurtured 
personal relationship with God is a spiritual matter; receiving and 
achieving growth which is from God alone, denies the peaks and 
valleys of emotional responses, for they are vain and futile within the 
spiritual relational reality (Romans 8:5-11; 1 Corinthians 2:11-15)! 

 
The multitudes who believe that religious traditions and doctrines 7.
hold importance for appropriate worship of God. This fallacy is also 
far from the truth, for the traditions and doctrines of humankind 
incorporate pride, arrogance, intellectual prowess, and fabrication; 
all of which are diametrically opposed to worship of God in spirit 
and in truth (Galatians 2:1-4:11; 5:17-26)! 

 
What then is the lesson to be learned? The lesson curtails not knowing 
of God; but rather being known by God! Although God has knowledge 
of all things and all persons, the imperative unto salvation is being 
known by God as His adopted child! When a person is drawn by the 
Lord unto a personal spiritual relationship with Him, great care must 
be forthcoming continuously not to be taken captive by false: leadership, 
doctrines, precepts, philosophies, and traditions; or by Satan to ensnare-
ment within delusion (fantasy, assumption, conjecture; aloof reality); 
which would potentially hold the believer within forms of bondage 
henceforth! It should be remembered—only one form of bondage need 
be present to hold an individual captive away from the light of truth; 
thus disciplined devotional love and submission for and unto the Lord 
remains the focal point of success! 
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It must be realized—“religion” is a primary means by which •
Satan deceives the whole world; for aloof of the spiritual 
relational reality with God which is the salvation imperative, 
those trusting “religion” to save them as by the aforementioned 
wretchedness of humankind (and Satan), are murdered 
spiritually in accordance to Satan’s work of deception by which 
he has and continues to murder multiple millions (John 8:39-
47)! If spiritual growth is to ever occur as by God’s work of 
sanctification, individuals must stop trusting humankind for 
answers and learn to listen when they pray; for an actual 
relationship with the Lord our teacher is absolutely realistically 
true and correct! 

GAINING POTENTIAL AND IMPETUS 

The first reality which must be considered is the various levels of 
Christianity (spiritual relational reality) which exist. Because it is ac-
cording to these levels that individual believers will achieve capability 
of actual: fellowship with God, availability of His merciful patience, 
availability of the strength of His might, ability to follow His masterful 
leadership, and ability for submission unto Him for the increased levels 
of correction (the latter two in conjunction with the strength of His 
grace); the best way to describe the various levels is by association with 
levels of education. 
 

Within this analogy, it should be considered that levels of •
spirituality are in essence levels of Christian maturity in 
accordance to God’s work of sanctification. This in conjunction 
with an individual’s: strict discipline, denial of “self,” sincerity of 
devotion, submission to God, and subjection to His 
righteousness; for the greatest hindrance to God’s work within 
an individual (sanctification; exultation) is the individual’s 
decisions against the Lord’s good, acceptable and perfect will, 
and the spiritual kind intention of His will! 

 
The first and only step with leads to potential spiritual success is—
SINCERE DEVOTION FOR GOD; for without actual sincerity of 
devotion, the believer will never journey forth except within the realm 
of delusive carnality; for the Lord does not protect or guide superficial, 
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self-centered, and insincere individuals whose life is portrayed insid-
iously as by fictitious whims and desires. Most supposed believers are 
so delusional as to think that God is fooled and/or mocked, because 
other humans can be bamboozled; yet the fact remains that God makes 
notice of reality even to the core of motive! Anyone who has desire to 
ascertain and actually fulfill purpose as by their creation, must with all 
sincerity seek truth in its purest form; for God is the essence of: truth, 
light and love!2236 

With understanding that we can love God only because He first 
loved us, it should always be maintained as “knowledge” that the be-
ginning of all that is good came from the Lord! The elemental principles 
of the world have two aspects: 
 

Religion; this aloof any understandable reality of the born-again 1.
adoptive relationship foundational to sincerity, devotion, and 
knowledge. 

 
The importance of self; this aloof any understanding of its sinful 2.
nature, and powerful influence. 

 
It is only from understanding these things that we can obtain knowledge 
as to the elementary teaching about the Christ, and the fact that an in-
dividual cannot go beyond elementary teaching unless God permits it 
as by His grace and examination of the individual’s motives.2237 When 
sincerity regarding potential devotion has been found within the indi-
vidual by the Lord, they are then blessed with the “heavenly gift” which 
is fellowship with Him; for this allows the individual the potential right-
eous motivation to move forward, yet the forward motion is 
considerably based upon the individual’s continued sincerity and devo-
tion (and this yet by degree), or not.2238 

It should be noted—those sent forth by God to instruct regarding 
the spiritual relational reality necessary in order to be saved, must speak 
from actual knowledge; which comes from our one and only spiritual 
teacher—Jesus; instructed unto infants and adolescents who are 

2236 John 1:1-14; 14:6, 7; 1 John 1:1-10; 4:7-21; Galatians 6:1-10.
2237 Hebrews 6:1-3.
2238 Hebrews 6:4-9.
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generally yet ignorant of Scripture due to lacking Biblical studies and 
many falsehoods; the primary being former religious teachings.2239 
Because we speak from mature knowledge of Gospel truth, which is 
actually the Gospel reality taught us by the Lord, and our instruction 
is unto those with little or no Gospel understanding, many times we 
may seem foolish because what we are saying cannot be spiritually dis-
cerned or appraised (for this ability comes from the Holy Spirit); yet 
in doing our best across the chasm which separates ignorance from ac-
tual knowledge, only those who strive to remain focused upon the Lord 
as by sincerity of devotion will be tolerant of our foolishness as by 
God’s embrace upon them.2240 Those of us who have strived with dil-
igence to better know and serve our Lord realize that our adequacy is 
from Him; whereas infants and adolescents (unknowledgeable workers) 
yet attempt adequacy of spiritual understanding by human effort and 
mental ingenuity.2241  

Elementary School 
In order for a believer to go beyond spiritual elementary school, they 
must deal with the fact that apart from God we can do nothing good or 
righteous!2242 In order to come to this reality with conviction, the indi-
vidual must realize that the importance of “self” taught by the world 
(under the influence of both the sinful nature and Satan/demons) is part 
of a deception instigated to keep human beings in bondage away from 
truth (the Lord). Within dealing with the aforementioned deception, 
there are specifics which should be dealt with efficiently; if the individual 
is ever to move forward to spiritual middle school, which is the beginning 
point of forward motion unto God’s upward call which is in Christ Jesus. 
 

Deny “self” (personal volition and behavior)! An understanding of 1.
crucifying the sinful nature with all of its characteristics must be 
forthcoming; also disciplined effort derived from the understand-
ing!2243 Anyone who believes themselves to have capability of serving 
the Lord while yet walking by emphasized personal volition is but a 

2239 Matthew 23:1-33; specific vs. 8-10.
2240 2 Corinthians 5:10-13; 11:1-15, emphasis vs. 3, 6, 12-15.
2241 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5; 2 Corinthians 3:1-5:21.
2242 Psalm 14:1-7; John 15:1-16:1; exampled—3 John 1:9-11.
2243 Matthew 16:21-27; Ephesians 5:1-17; Colossians 1:9-23.
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blinded individual who seeks to journey forward while obscured (in-
ability to see clearly) as by the work of carnal volition and/or once 
again believing the importance of “self”! Until an individual is 
brought to the glory of Christ (reality of the Christ) by God’s divine 
work, a veil of obscurity remains; which makes void any spiritual 
growth potential, which is then depraved by any return to personal 
volition (“self”)!2244 Soldiers for Christ (high school level students) 
walk by faith (within all reality); while blinded individuals walk by 
sight within the insidiousness of religious concept and assumption, 
for they remain captive within the schemes of the Great Deceiver 
(Satan)!2245 Multitudes are spiritually inept because of complacency 
within ignorance of truth; for they fail to realize once again that 
“self” (as by its nature) is not important; for our importance and pur-
pose are discovered and fulfilled within a devotionally sound 
relationship with our Creator! 

 
Personal pride (foundational to adolescence) is not an option; for 2.
the Lord is opposed to this form of pride (adolescent; stubborn and 
rebellious)!2246 Self-centered volitional pride is an extremely 
formidable foe during any effort to draw closer to God; for its 
blinding effects obscure the light of truth necessary to walk upon 
the narrow path of God’s righteousness, as reconciliation is greatly 
hindered while remaining in opposition!2247 

Boastful Pride (self-pride) in various levels is the primary •
human generated factor which hinders multitudes from ever 
going beyond spiritual elementary school! 

A prideful believer will question and/or outright reject ◦
righteous instruction; then generally make excuses for 
having done so! If a believer cannot follow instruction 
(without self-pride and arrogance) from another human 
being who has been anointed by God to train regarding the 
admonitions of the Lord, they will not be able to muster the 
humility necessary so as to receive the Lord’s manifested 
teaching (knowledge) within their spirit (which manifests 

2244 2 Corinthians 3:7-18.
2245 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
2246 James 4:3-6; 1 Peter 5:1-11.
2247 Galatians 5:16-26, specific vs. 16, 17.
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actual growth); thus they will remain spiritually destitute 
and blinded to the fact of their predicament!2248 
There are very few (remnant of the remnant) soldiers (high ◦
school and beyond level students) for Christ among the 
remnant of actual Christians on planet earth! Although 
many believe themselves to be soldiers for the Lord, the 
truth remains that only the diligent, disciplined, and 
courageous have the fortitude to be submissive unto the 
Lord and in subjection to His righteousness so as to actually 
receive His tutelage unto spiritual success. For this reason, 
most Christians remain children fantasizing spiritual 
warfare and devotion; yet double-mindedness holds them in 
bondage to both spiritual cowardice and apathetic self-
centeredness. There is a huge difference between being an 
actual soldier trained for spiritual battle and servitude, and a 
child who fantasizes about being a trained soldier; for the 
former actually follow the King into battle, whereas the 
latter only notion soldiering, while going in a direction of 
their own volition!2249 

A considerable reason why most Christians remain spiritually •
destitute is due to a lack of “emphasized discipline.” Although 
the multitudes believe that love can nurture youth for mature 
fruition beyond adolescence, the truth remains that without 
godly discipline the youth grows to adulthood in a manner 
which is without lasting discipline leading to righteousness; this 
being the reason most adult Christians never achieve the mind 
of Christ (college graduate level), thus henceforth they remain 
spiritual adolescence void of potential for devotional sacrificial 
submission (high school level training) unto the Lord for 
discipline; this being why most grow very little spiritually 
during the entire duration of their mortal lives on earth. Who 
so ever the Lord loves He disciplines; yet this is only upon those 
who are spiritually mature enough to receive the blessing! 

It should be remembered, growing “religiously,” and ◦
growing “spiritually,” are not synonymous; for the only 

2248 Hebrews 10:19-39.
2249 Matthew 7:13-27.
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religion designated by God (Levitical Law) pointed 
specifically to the Messiah (Christ), and this prior to the 
necessity for faith which was revealed with the coming of 
the Christ. Those who learned by the tutor (God’s 
designated physical realm religion—the Levitical Law) have 
and will accept and confess Jesus as Lord, thus potentially 
moving forward and upward within the imperative of faith; 
those who failed to learn the tutorial regarding faith remain 
stagnant within religion, yet attempting to mimic the 
spiritual relationship as by physical realm religious mimic 
and emulation.2250 

 
Spiritual maturity (abounding sanctification—1 Thessalonians 4:1-8) 
is the will of God for all His children; this maturity is accomplished in 
three ways: 
 

The pupil (disciple) must read the bible! Because faith is 1.
increased only by the Word of God, any pupil wishing to gain 
increased understanding must strive toward full potential; this 
accomplished by reading the Bible from Genesis 1:1-Revelation 
22:20, and this to begin the learning endeavor (Romans 10:17). The 
Bible is the most sold book on planet earth; yet also the least read! 
Although there are millions of people who claim to be “Christian” 
(Christ-like), the reality is that there are millions of supposed 
Christians who are so delusional that they believe they can journey 
forth in ignorance; hence they go in a direction of their own volition 
because they did not read the instructions!2251 With reading the 
entire Bible as a beginning of the learning process, comes a blessing 
from God, if the endeavor is foundational to disciplined diligent 
devotion! With continued selfless disciplined devotion; when 
accompanied by humble obedience and diligence; the Lord will 
begin to literally teach His child (pupil) through spiritual 
discernment and appraisal, while also showing correlation between 
the individual truths of the Scriptures which form a foundation of 
specific truth regarding subject matter; for in doing this the Lord 

2250 Galatians 2:1-4:11, tutorial specific 3:15-29.
2251 Romans 15:1-13, specific v. 4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-22, specific vs. 20-22.
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teaches us how to accurately handle (cut straight) the Word of 
truth.2252 This is a blessing which is only bestowed upon selfless: 
disciplined, diligent, and devotional pupils (disciples)!2253 

 
Human beings are sent by the Lord to render instruction in love 2.
with a spirit of gentleness, and/or a rod (sternness) of discipline; 
whichever is necessary within the need of the circumstance!2254 
Those who are carnally minded generally do not realize that true 
sincere love (God’s love manifested) always includes necessary 
discipline!2255 

 
Those who by earnest devotion for God go beyond spiritual 3.
effeminacy (undisciplined cowardice) receive the blessing of God’s 
chastisements with whatever severity is necessary, for continued 
growth within their current grade level. If individuals cannot cope 
with the severity of human discipline, they will never be able to cope 
with the chastisements of God, for His chastisements reach to the 
core of an individual’s motives and intentions; many times with a 
severity which is unsurpassed by the strictest of human effort! 
Spiritual adolescence and most Christian adults cannot even 
conceive of the correcting abilities which God alone possesses; for 
they have never endured as from devotional love for the Lord, to 
maintain the forward momentum to His upward call through the 
pain suffered from lesser correction and rebuke. It is from personal 
sincere disciplined devotion for God, or not, that spiritual students 
will endure, or not, the punishments so as to surmount the threshold 
hurtle of the next grade level. Strict righteous discipline from God, 
including stern chastisement when necessary, is for our betterment; 
therefore, being disciplined by the Lord is a righteous working of 
His goodness! 

 
The reality is this, in the race which is our walk with God, there are 
many hurdles!2256 This race must be run according to the rules, if success 

2252 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 27.
2253 John 8:31, 32.
2254 1 Corinthians 4:19-21; 2 Corinthians 2:1-11; 7:8-12.
2255 Hebrews 12:4-11; 2 Corinthians 13:5-10; Galatians 5:22, 23; cf. Romans 8:1-17.
2256 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Hebrews 12:1-11.
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is to be achieved! When individuals are adopted into the family of God 
(born again), and are but spiritual infants, the Lord in accordance to 
His grace sets the hurdles very low so that they can be crawled over. 
Upon the individuals entering spiritual school (as by the analogy) the 
hurdles are raised to force exaltation (uplifting) to higher levels pertinent 
to the upward call of God which is in Christ Jesus.2257 Because the force-
fulness necessary involves personal motivation derived from “disciplined 
devotion” for the Lord, only those who are sincere in striving forward 
to His upward call muster the strength of His grace to surmount the 
higher hurdles. Those whose motivation is contingent to their double-
mindedness and waning sincerity seek to revert backward due to spiritual 
laziness (spiritual infancy); thus they crawl under the hurdle, vice sur-
mounting it (which is according to the rules). This is a primary way in 
which individuals deceive themselves, for they convince themselves that 
having passed beyond the hurdle they are further along in the race; hav-
ing failed by personal deluding to realize that they are now 
disqualified!2258 Disqualification from the race which is God’s upward 
call does not have necessity of being permanent, yet the individual must 
go back and proceed henceforth according to the rules, if they are to 
succeed; lest they continue in a race within which they have been dis-
qualified, believing themselves to have been successful within the 
depravity of their own mind! It is unfortunate that multitudes of be-
lievers are effeminate wimps, as they have believed the fables that all 
Christians are to be passionate and loving; this occurring because they 
have failed to realize that godly love always involves strict discipline, 
thus righteous indignation!  

Failure to understand the aforementioned is the reason why the mul-
titudes within Christianity never journey forward of spiritual elementary 
school! Although many claim to “deny self,” the reality can be noted in 
their demeanor; for as long as a person asks—“what’s in it for me,” or 
how does this fit into my scheme of things, they have not denied “self”! 
Without the actuality of “denial of self,” individuals cannot enter middle 
school levels of training; although many believe they can, for pride and 
arrogance co-exist within the continuation of allowing the sinful nature 
to yet remain insidiously in control. 

2257 Philippians 3:1-14.
2258 James 2:18-26.
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Many (most) elementary school level Christians have no idea the 
patience and fortitude which is required by those sent to instruct them; 
especially when those sent are of college levels regarding spiritual 
growth, who have been trained to literally have the mind of Christ, thus 
appraising all things according to absolute realistic truth. The lower 
level students rarely realize the humility the instructor must put forth 
to remain instructing at lower levels of spiritual immaturity for the sake 
of the students; for elementary level students cannot conceive of selfless 
humility, because of physical adolescent pride.2259 Through the earthy 
(carnal) immaturity of pride and arrogance, the lower level students fa-
naticize equality with the instructors at levels which are actually 
inconceivable to them; then when snapped back to reality as to the need 
to get busy and stop procrastination, the students whine, moan and 
groan because within their obstinacy to reject denial of “self,” they at-
tempt to blame the instructor for their failure to mature. The fact 
remains that with refusal (disobedience; rejection) to deny “self,” there 
will be no realistic humble submission to allow the Lord to take them 
beyond the flesh; which is imperative to begin the trek which leads to 
spiritual maturity! This is extremely common amongst elementary 
school level Christians, which is why the multitudes accumulate for 
themselves lukewarm teachers who will teach according to the whims 
and desires of the earthy (carnal) students, who abound with the pride 
of adolescence; which can be witnessed in individuals even during later 
years of life! When this occurs, the higher level instructor actually sent 
by the Lord must walk away; which generally brings further whining 
from the students as they attempt to blame the instructor by accusation 
that the instructor has given up on them; yet as the harvest is plentiful 
and the workers few, the instructor cannot waste further time on lazy, 
complacent, and immature believers who refuse to put forth the appro-
priate effort to move forward! The world unfortunately is full of 
ignorant, complacent and obstinate lukewarm believers; who, speaking 
from experience; never mature beyond elementary levels of training, 
even after years of instruction; and this generally because they refuse 
to “deny self!”2260 Any highly trained un-compromising servant of the 
Lord, who is a Pastor, will generally have a very small congregation; for 

2259 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.
2260 Revelation 3:14-22.
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spiritual infants abounding with “self” (prideful adolescent mindset) 
hate words such as strict discipline, imperative diligence and effort, fol-
low instructions, imperative to investigate truth which includes testing 
oneself and the judging of one’s demeanor (words and deeds) rightly, 
imperative to “deny self,” etc.! The fact is apparent, that bodily adoles-
cent pride which remains for years or decades is a primary reason why 
multitudes have never been led by the Lord beyond spiritual adoles-
cence; for as God is opposed to the proud, and pride remains a 
formidable foe against righteous spirituality, “self” must be denied if a 
trek toward spiritual maturity is to ever begin! This is the reason that 
a primary responsibility of all Christian parents, remains that “pride” 
must never be allowed to abound or continue during child rearing; for 
this is not a request!2261 

The problem which causes habitually maintained spiritual adoles-
cence within the multitudes; second only to the insidious nature of 
“religion,” is the avoided fact that Christianity is a spiritual matter aloof 
the physical realm, with the exception being God’s manifested fruits 
which go forth from within His servants to without. Because the 
“Christian religion” is a foolish physical realm mimic of the spiritual 
realm relationship necessary in order to worship God righteously, mul-
titudes remain ignorant of spiritual understanding and truth; which is 
imperative for freedom from the bondage of physical realm worship.2262 
It is because of not only ignorance, but also obstinate complacency 
within ignorance, that the multitudes who call themselves “Christian” 
remain void of understanding regarding spiritual matters; thus their 
endeavors are pursuant to the physical realm mimic of the spiritual re-
lationship, which holds them captive to attempting spiritual matters 
within physical realm intelligence and postulated human thinking pro-
cesses. This is the reason multitudes never grow as by the Lord’s work 
of sanctification, for they either do not understand how, or they are too 
un-devotional to put forth the diligence necessary to make the transi-
tion. This is the reason that the first and foremost commandment has 
always been to love the Lord with all of one’s heart, soul, mind, and 
strength!2263 The Levitical Law was the tutor which pointed to Christ; 

2261 (Proverbs 13:24; 19:27; 22:6, 15; 23:12-16; 29:15.
2262 John 4:20-38.
2263 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40.
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the Holy Spirit teaches how to make the transition, which initially in-
volved signs, wonders and the emphases of the distinct works of God 
(later referred to as the “Trinity”). Because making the transition is dif-
ficult although absolutely possible as by the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
multitudes attempt to hold onto human leadership to carry them across 
the threshold between the physical and spiritual realms; yet no human 
being is capable of leading others where only individuals can go as by 
the Lord’s masterful leadership! Without disciplined devotional humble 
submission, which cannot occur without denial of “self,” the Lord’s 
righteous leadership is rejected because of prideful adolescent disobe-
dience! 
 

Of the multitudes I have attempted to convey this truth to, only •
a remnant has ever made the transition into the spiritual realm 
where the Lord is found (glory of Christ), and where personal 
fellowship with Him leads, teaches, exults, and nurtures the 
individual. Multitudes tend to cling to others so as to be carried 
along, because they cannot release their fleshly mindset; except 
by postulated conjecture!2264 Many more having been blessed 
with a small amount (taste) of fellowship with God, as by His 
measure for adolescence, immediately become arrogant so as to 
believe themselves to have reached full fellowship potential; this 
being the result of the adolescent pride initiated within their 
sinful natures. A simple “taste” of fellowship with the Lord 
(ineffable heavenly gift) is seriously lacking from the seven 
(number of completeness) course meal which is the furthest 
extent (spiritual nourishment) of fellowship potential possible at 
college levels of spiritual growth! Volition (willingness) to deny 
“self” can never be overstated, for if individuals are not capable 
of volition to deny “self,” then their actions (fruits) emphasize 
plainly that they have no intention of following God unto the 
purposeful abounding spiritual reality; which is according to the 
kind intention of God’s good, acceptable and perfect will! The 
Lord seeks to train us for the eternal spiritual reality, even now 
while in our corporeal bodies, which is why we are to seek first 
His heavenly kingdom; which very much includes taking us 

2264 Romans 8:1-17.
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beyond all that is of the flesh (“self”; sinful nature) so that we 
may walk by faith and no longer by sight!2265 Without “denial of 
self” there can be no humble submission unto the Lord; without 
humble submission unto the Lord, He cannot work His 
righteousness within us; therefore, we remain fleshly and earthy 
(carnal), with nary a concern for the spiritual consequences! 
Failure in this regard is the primary reason that multitudes 
never go beyond elementary levels of spirituality within their 
relationship with the Lord! It is this continuous elementary 
mindset and actions (carnality; fruits) there from which 
constitutes “lukewarm” Christianity; this behavior is the reason 
the Lord is sickened (spew = emew—to vomit), for He is unable 
to take the infants beyond the flesh to the potential of the 
spiritual relational reality within which their purpose may be 
fulfilled!2266 
A relationship with God is not an emotional matter! Emotions •
are inherent to our corporality; thus attempts at spiritual 
discernment as by emotional responses, remains an integral part 
of both religious deception and personal delusion! Those who 
remain deceived in this manner, tend to need repeated “revival” 
in order to maintain levels of emotional stature within the 
illusion; while never actually being able to come to knowledge 
of the truth! 

MANDATORY STEPS TO MOVE BEYOND  

SPIRITUAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 

Deny “self”; reject personal volition which contradicts or rebels 1.
against God’s good, acceptable and perfect will, and the kind 
intention of His will! For this to occur, the child of God must learn 
the various ways in which the sinful nature controls them; such as 
pride; arrogance; self-centeredness; fear of truth and discipline; 
refusal to admit one’s frailty, limits, and double-mindedness; carnal 
mindedness; etc. 

An imperative exists to exert effort to gain understanding as to •
the many facets of the sinful nature which would seek to 

2265 Matthew 6:30-34; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18; 5:1-9; 10:1-18, specific vs. 1-5.
2266 Revelation 3:14-19; cf. 1 Corinthians 3:1-11; Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
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maintain control; for but one form of bondage can hold human 
beings captive to the mastery of the sinful nature, adolescent 
pride being foremost! For this reason all “Christians” must seek 
to recognize the sinful nature and all its facets; lest denial of 
specifics remain when the Lord seeks to bring the individual’s 
darkness to light, which would bring forth potential freedom for 
the spiritual growth necessary to move forward to God’s upward 
call in Christ Jesus.2267 It is generally the aspects of individual’s 
sinful nature which they refuse to acknowledge, that holds them 
in bondage to darkness; within which demonic instigation 
becomes influential! As God knows everything about each of us; 
when we hide from the reality of our sinful nature, we delude 
ourselves; thereby living a deception as we seek to hide from the 
reality of our existence! The Lord desires to take us beyond all 
that is inappropriate (unrighteous), yet within our deluded 
existence we refuse to allow Him to work!2268 

 
Realize the war has been won; yet many individual battles must yet 2.
be fought. Children of God who cannot muster the fortitude to 
approach God’s throne of grace to receive the strength necessary in 
accordance to the need of the moment within a battle, cannot move 
forward; as practice to approach God’s throne with humble boldness 
is very much a part of middle school levels of training. 

 
Begin to stand on one’s own spiritual feet upon the rock which is 3.
our Lord; this occurs by willingness to devotionally surrender! Any 
child of God who feels the need to hold onto other humans for 
strength of spiritual stamina, on a constant basis, is yet to immature 
to surmount the hurdle test for movement forward to higher levels 
of training. As all such immature insecurities are derived from failure 
to know one’s place in a personal righteous relationship with the 
Lord; and this many times because of a continued “religious” 
(physical realm) mindset; personal surrender has yet to occur and 
must be forthcoming; this occurring only by trusting God by faith, 
which is a disciplined spiritual matter! 

2267 Philippians 3:8-14.
2268 Philippians 2:1-16; Colossians 2:1-10; James 1 19-25.
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This is an area where the individual’s fruits will emphasize the •
reality as to whether they actually walk by faith, or only profess 
walking by faith while remaining prideful and complacent 
during the simplest difficulties! 

 
A primary matter which must be dealt with is acceptance of truth! 4.

Because most human beings cannot face the fact of personal •
volitional wretchedness before God, forms of denial hold them 
captive away from humble surrender so they may journey in the 
light of truth as He is in the light!2269 
Anyone who is not willing to face the real and factual truth •
about themselves, as they would seek to dwell within a fantasy 
of their own volition, will never be able to proceed forward 
from spiritual elementary school; for middle school level 
Christians must be willing to frequently taste of the heavenly 
gift which is actual fellowship with God, so as to gain wisdom, 
understanding and knowledge; for frequency of reception 
motivates to increased journeys in the light of truth, so as to 
move forward and upward; yet this will never occur for those 
who choose to live in denial! Anyone who refuses to investigate 
truth and walk therein is a spiritual infant; of which the world 
contains multitudes! 

The greatest moment in the life of a human being is the ◦
moment they submit to God fully, so as to have the deeds of 
their flesh exposed (brought into the light of truth)! Why 
we fear this occurring is hard to understand, since the Lord 
our Creator knows all things about us; yet we seek to hide 
from Him, leading to our failure to achieve purpose as by 
creation.2270 This greatest moment is realized by very few; 
for adolescent pride and arrogance leads the multitudes to 
think more highly of themselves then they ought, and this 
because they refuse the second imperative of the measure of 
faith rendered unto them!2271 It is very painful to have one’s 
deeds fully exposed; this being the reason most humans 

2269 John 3:1-21; 1 John 1:5-10.
2270 Colossians 1:15-23; John 15:1-16:1; Matthew 25:32-46; Ephesians 1:3-2:22.
2271 Romans 12:1-3.
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come to a complete stop and revert backward spiritually, at 
some point during elementary and middle school levels of 
training! When the Lord convicts us of even the least of the 
problematic deeds, we whimper and cringe; yet the remnant 
who assuredly have decided to love the Lord first and 
foremost, endure the pain and continue to submit for full 
deed revelation, whereas the multitudes tuck tail and return 
to the darkness of their fleshly deeds, as they lack the 
courage and fortitude to go the distance; which would have 
allowed going beyond the deeds of the flesh so as to become 
instruments of the righteous fruits of God!2272 God’s 
revelatory exposures are actions within His righteous 
goodness, and should therefore be accepted with gratitude; 
never rejected because of foolish adolescent stubborn and 
rebellious pride! The cowardly retreat occurs mostly at 
elementary levels of training, within adolescent believers 
who have yet not realized the imperatives of strict discipline 
to deny personal volition (“self”), and walking in truth at all 
times! No one who is willing to journey in the darkness of 
deception or delusion will ever enter middle school or 
higher levels of training! Ever! It is unfortunate, but many 
supposed servants of the Lord are guilty of the adolescence 
(spiritual infancy) explained here; which certainty causes 
severe spiritual detriment to all who follow them!2273 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

During the middle school level of Christian training, individuals learn 
the importance of sincere selfless love for others; even so to the point 
of considering others to be more important than themselves.2274 If a 
person cannot deny their own volition to a point so as to accomplish 
selfless love (God’s love manifested), they cannot proceed forward from 
lower levels of middle school spiritual edification, so as to receive con-
tinued training with a righteous effect! 
 

2272 Galatians 5:16-26.
2273 2 Peter 2:1-22.
2274 Philippians 2:1-16.
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The essence of denying “self” so as to have devotion for God •
sufficient for forward progress beyond elementary levels of 
Christianity, is evidenced (proven) within a decision to place 
God first and foremost in one’s corporeal existence! If a human 
being cannot deny “self” so as to accomplish absolute sincerity 
of devotion for God, they will never be able to actually be 
sincerely devoted to anyone; for actual sincerity of love is the 
result of God’s love having gone forth unto fruition! Double-
mindedness is diametrically opposed to decisions of assured 
certainty; thus anyone incapable of disciplined decisions of 
certainty will inevitably slow to an outcome of spiritually 
stagnancy, which returns them to elementary school. True 
devotional love within humans wavers only slightly when 
moving forward with the Lord, as by human frailties; whereas 
idolatrous (self-centered, carnal) love wavers greatly and is 
uncertain at best, when remaining aloof God’s masterful 
guidance and nurturing!2275 To understand the love of the Lord 
is to understand how to love others selflessly! This lesson is of 
great spiritual importance during middle school levels of 
training; for we must sincerely love all others if we are to ever 
serve the Lord!  

 
Although due to human pride and arrogance, multitudes believe them-
selves to be ready and accessible to higher levels of spiritual education, 
the reality remains that they are running the race under disqualification 
because they have continued to crawl beneath the hurdles; vice sur-
mounting them! Without disciplined sincerity of devotion for God, 
individuals will never receive the strength and guidance from God which 
allows them to go further than their current grade level; for God blesses 
diligence derived from sincere disciplined devotion, and nothing less!2276 
With the mindset of spiritual infancy which the multitudes retain (phys-
ical realm religiosity leading to spiritual depravity), the majority seek 
God’s blessing with little or no effort on the part of the individual; thus 
complacency breeds delusional spiritual depravity which is maintained 
by intentional ignorance!  

2275 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
2276 Hebrews 12:7, 8.
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Because only God can implant selfless love and the Gospel reality, 
the imperative of middle school levels of training is devotional discipline 
for submission to the Lord!2277 This discipline imperative is twofold: 
 

First and foremost for the seeking of strength from God to deny 1.
“self” on a more continuous basis; first for increased devotion for 
the Lord, and secondly to learn actual love for others, which never 
seeks personal gains from within the devotion. 

From the acceptance of appropriate strength comes the placing •
of increased trust and hope in the Lord, thus trusting less in 
oneself and one’s human accomplishments; therefore the 
individual must decrease, for the Lord must increase.2278 The 
increase of the Lord and the decrease of the disciple (learned 
pupil) within an immovably determined attitude is necessary 
during middle school levels of training; for during the duration 
of this training period the students must learn the humility 
necessary in order to be attentive to the teaching from God 
regarding the Gospel. The living and active nature of the 
Gospel is in actuality the truth behind the words; this being 
spiritually appraised, must be taught the student by the Lord, or 
actual knowledge of Gospel truth will not occur.2279 For this 
reason the seeking of fellowship with the Lord by the student 
must be of considerable repeated mention, for this is an area of 
imperative for future ability which will come under attack from 
the demonic realm; as to go forward to high school levels of 
training and actual servanthood by God’s masterful righteous 
leadership, now makes the student a threat to the forces of 
darkness! Satan has little concern for the spiritual 
ineffectiveness of individuals who do not receive God’s 
righteous leadership through actual intimate fellowship with 
Him; for anyone who seeks establishment of their own 
righteousness as by rejection of God’s righteous strength and 
work, remains powerless against powerful forces of darkness!2280 
Anyone who believes they are immune to Satan’s powerful 

2277 James 4:1-10; 1 John 2:3-17.
2278 emphasized—John 3:25-36; Ephesians 6:10-18.
2279 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
2280 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17.
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scheming is already held captive to delusive disbelief; for 
doubting or rejecting God’s standards for spiritual maturity, 
individuals remain within the realm of delusive religious 
fantasy! The spiritual relational reality within which we are 
saved and led by the Lord is all about Him; therefore spiritual 
growth remains a key imperative, which mandates humble 
submissive obedience and disciplined devotional diligence! 

 
For the purpose of gaining understanding regarding the distinction 2.
between inappropriate physical realm religious emulation, and actual 
spiritual realm worship of God which is righteous and acceptable.  

Satan and his demons are not threatened by religious believers •
who have neither actual Scriptural knowledge, nor fellowship 
with the Lord for appropriate victorious service; for Christians 
only become a threat to spiritual forces of evil through actual 
knowledge and humble submission to serve as by the Lord’s 
masterful leadership and strength. For this reason, middle 
school level students must motivationally abide in the Gospel 
and don the full armor of God; lest they fall away when 
attacked! 

It is from diligence regarding this discipline imperative that ◦
a student may gain momentum toward higher levels of 
training, or not; as disciplined devotion even to the core of 
righteous motive is that which is rewarded by the Lord, 
when maintained within God’s guidance!2281 The reality 
remains, that if and when we immovable decide to be 
devoted to the Lord first and foremost, He will implant the 
righteousness within individuals which leads them to 
spiritual maturity and success! Failures are determined 
within individuals who cannot maintain: discipline, 
devotion, diligence, and spiritual fortitude; because of carnal 
double-mindedness!2282 

 
Because it is during the middle school time frame that individual be-
lievers will either muster further motivation derived from disciplined 

2281 Romans 10:1-4.
2282 James 1:2-12; 4:1-10.

The Big If 857



sincere devotion for God, or not; leading to growth or reversion; dis-
ciplined patience must be rendered by the human instructors, yet the 
patience must remain stern with emphasis upon continued forward mo-
tion. If the patience rendered to middle school level students is too lax 
or lenient, reversion will generally result; for a considerable instigation 
of the human sinful nature is to return to a more relaxed comfortable 
state of physical realm existence, which leads to spiritual laziness; spir-
itual laziness in most cases leads individuals back to states of “walking 
by sight,” which inevitably leads back to elementary levels of self-cen-
teredness and selfishness; thus reversion back to square one minus the 
born again experience! If discipline wanes during the middle school 
training period, the individual’s forward motion will slow considerably; 
therefore discipline must never diminish during this period of train-
ing!2283 Those believers who were whiny due to discipline during the 
elementary school duration of training will generally quit shortly after 
entrance into middle school, for they cannot muster the personal for-
titude to continue! It must be understood, he levels of discipline 
and correction by the Lord increase as the grade levels progress; 
for the kind intention of God’s will is that strict spiritual maturity 
and fortitude cause complete rejection of all carnal motives, in-
tentions and actions; for He seeks to train us for the absolute 
righteousness which is yet to come!2284  

If all the aforementioned appropriate emphases are not forthcoming 
continually, and there has been a decrease in appropriate discipline, the 
door to inappropriate pride will be left ajar, thus the student may begin 
to believe the spiritual accomplishments to be derivatives of personal 
effort. When this occurs, the student generally reverts back to forget-
fulness of where spiritual growth comes from, because pride obscures 
the light of truth.2285 Even small blunders of this sort can be seriously 
detrimental, for it is during the middle school duration of training that 
students are taught the importance of receiving spiritual teaching within 
the heavenly gift which is actual fellowship with God; for ultimately, 
knowledge must come forth that the saving relationship and fulfillment 
of purpose is all about the Lord! Therefore, through disciplined training 

2283 Hebrews 12:1-29, specific vs. 6-11.
2284 Romans 13:10-14; Hebrews 10:19-39; 1 Peter 1:3-16.
2285 1 Corinthians 4:6-21, emphasis v. 7.
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which emphasizes increased trust in God, a student motivationally de-
creases progressively regarding “self”; for with the introduction of 
foolish mistakes, the student would tend toward an increased trust in 
“self” and a decreased trust in God if it were not for the discipline im-
perative! It is during the middle school training period that students 
learn to submit to God so as to receive His personal tutelage, and this 
with the assistance and by the example of the instructor; thus they learn 
the imperative of a maintained appropriate mindset, which leads to sub-
missive righteous actions!2286 If the appropriate mindset is not 
forthcoming continually (for any reason whatsoever) students yet being 
susceptible to the sinful nature, and the influence of demons, tend to-
ward the seeking of understanding through personal intellectual 
prowess; thus they revert back to carnal ambition and personal pride, 
which places them in opposition to both God and furthered growth. 

When a spiritual middle school student has learned: the imperative 
for disciplined devotional submission to God, the importance of walk-
ing by faith (in all reality; learned by experiencing fellowship with 
God), the necessity of increased hope and trust in God, and also the 
need of personal decrease so as to receive growth from the Lord; they 
are now prepared to cross the threshold for high school levels of spir-
itual training. 
 
Important Note: Although tastes of the heavenly gift of actual fellow-
ship between individuals and the Lord will come from God so as to 
emphasize necessary spirituality and fulfill specific purposes (such as 
the born-again experience; personal anointing), it is during the middle 
school rearing years that students motivated toward progression will 
strive for the fellowship experience more abundantly! Middle school 
level students who do not strive with diligence for increased fellowship 
with God, will generally not progress well within any higher grade 
levels; this generally leading to regression or outright quitting due to 
waning spiritual strength, for strength regarding continuance comes 
from the Lord! Please remember—it never gets easier, only tougher; 
which is why the multitudes within Christianity are effeminate quitters, 
except to supposedly serve God as by concept and assumption within 
false humility and arrogance! 

2286 Romans 8:1-30; specific vs. 1-17.
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It must be understood, from the beginning of middle school levels of 
training and above, the instructor must be within God’s righteousness; 
for those aloof the Lord’s righteousness and actual fellowship with Him, 
most certainly cannot instruct others pertaining to the spiritual reality, 
when they have never experienced it themselves! Only true servants of 
the Lord called and anointed by God for the purpose of instructing the 
spiritual reality, have capability of instructing higher levels of training; 
for the instructors must instruct in accordance to the Lord’s leadership, 
which is the reason they must achieve abounding fellowship with the 
Lord specific to the students, as the Lord alone knows the immediate 
training necessities of the student(s), which is then passed to the instructor 
prior to class! Anyone aloof the reality of God and the reality of the Christ 
(glory of Christ) who attempts to instruct regarding advanced training, 
is but foolishly attempting to “teach” from a foundational basis which is 
devoid of God’s masterful leadership and nurtured embrace. The students, 
who are forced to pay the consequences of such selfish behavior, will 
never go beyond personal sustained (carnal) endeavor; for the instructor 
remained within the carnality of “self,” and thus so also will their students, 
as the reality of being taught by God personally is neither known or ac-
cepted. The spiritual relational reality is extremely serious, and must 
never be taken lightly; for complacency within considering the matter 
to be “too light a thing” is an abomination to God, and thus renders void 
the Lord’s embrace during all attempted endeavors!2287 

MANDATORY STEPS TO MOVE BEYOND  

SPIRITUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Sincere appreciation of the truth; even when it hurts! The child of 1.
God having been trained to evidence the truth and walk therein 
must remain susceptible to the convictions of the Holy Spirit when 
at the threshold of walking in darkness. As no lie is of the truth, any 
student who is yet willing to make excuses cannot move forward; for 
an excuse is an attempt to avoid or evade truth or reality, thus of 
darkness. As we must walk in the light as He is in the light for 
appropriate fellowship with Him to occur, walking in darkness must 
cease to be an option at this point; for abounding fellowship with 
the Lord is mandatory during high school levels of spiritual training, 

2287 Ezekiel 8:1-18, specific vs. 16-18.
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as by personal training from the Lord, the learned pupil (disciple) is 
being trained to move beyond instruction from other human 
beings!2288 A key factor which must be continually forthcoming 
within students at this level is disciplined earnestness to evidence 
the truth; for during higher levels of training, humble submission 
becomes imperative so as to receive realistic truth manifest within 
the individual’s spirit personally from the Lord God! Continued 
prayer with supplication for “truth” being imperative becomes a 
disciplined distinction; for God’s work of sanctification abounds 
during hence higher levels of training! 

Actual knowledge regarding this factor brings forth realization •
why an individual cannot reach this level of training, unless they 
have achieved the valiance necessary for complete revelation of 
their sinful deeds. Anyone who has remained effeminate due the 
pain of revelation will never move forward to the upward levels 
of servanthood training; for they have chosen to remain within 
the comfort of cowardice! It must be remembered, our sinful 
nature seeks primarily “ease” and “comfort”; thus to achieve 
higher levels of training, we must never give into the desires and 
influence of our sinful nature! 

 
Ability to stand alone upon the rock which is our Lord! Any child 2.
of God, who cannot be immovable enough to stand upon the rock 
without the help of other human beings, cannot move forward from 
this point; for high school levels of training are solely for the 
spiritually mature! 

 
Increased ability to study the word of God (Bible), including 3.
etymology understanding. If a child of God cannot study the Gospel 
with increased understanding of the words from original forms or 
meaning, they will be unable to study the Gospel exegetically and 
hermeneutically, which are imperative for higher levels of spiritual 
training. Pupils must learn the word specifics singularly and 
combined, to understand the intense meaning of what has been 
rendered by the Lord, and why! 

 

2288 1 John 2:20-27.
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Ability (by choice and God’s strength) to separate from close 4.
relationships with non-believers and those who hold to a form of 
godliness yet deny the power thereof.2289  

Students at this level have given up the foolish notion that •
God’s instructions are by request, or debatable! 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Having learned to: be sincerely devoted to God, deny “self” at all times 
and thus abstain from pride and arrogance, not only accept the imper-
ative of strict discipline but also consider it to be a necessary relational 
factor, love others with sincerity and pure motives, strive for selfless de-
votional humility so as to obtain abounding fellowship with God, make 
time daily for prayer and study of the Bible; students are now at the 
threshold of high school levels of spiritual training.2290 

 
Very few believers (a remnant of the remnant) ever make it to •
this level of training; for most have crawled beneath the 
imperative hurdles prior to this stage of spiritual maturity, and 
been disqualified! “Self” and the attributes thereof are the 
foundational bases of this failure; for pride, arrogance, and 
personal volition are not denied to the point of absolute 
rejection by the multitudes, who remain believing that the 
spiritual relational reality is all about them; whereas the truth 
remains that the spiritual relational reality is all about God 
(infinite Creator) by the choice of His devotional legitimate 
children (finite creatures)! 
A harsh reality, all believers who do not reach this level of •
training are actually lukewarm believers who remain displeasing 
to the Lord; for they have yet to seek that which is pure and 
undefiled!2291 This is not to say that the Lord will give up on an 
individual; for if a lukewarm believer turns from foolish double-
mindedness and returns to selfless sincerity of devotion, the 
Lord can and may draw them back into higher levels of training 
to His upward call.2292 Selfish and/or prideful complacency are 

2289 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-17, specific vs. 1-5, 12-17.
2290 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16; Ephesians 4:1-32; Hebrews 5:11-14; 12:1-11; 1 Peter 3:13-4:6.
2291 Revelation 3:14-22; specific vs. 15-19; cf. Hosea 6:4-6.
2292 Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
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the primary dangerous foes which keeps the multitudes from 
the repentance necessary for return to training; thus a key to 
avoiding complacency within ignorance is to never stop striving 
to move forward toward God’s upward call (highest levels of 
training), for true diligent and devotional obedience unto God 
demands nothing less!2293 

 
High school level training can be compared with ROTC, for training 
now begins regarding the ability to receive strength and render instruc-
tion unto others in service to the King (Jesus); the big difference being 
that this training teaches how to fight spiritual foes in the spiritual 
realm.2294 A student of half-hearted devotion would not have made it 
this far through the training process; yet now seriousness for personal 
stern discipline becomes of great importance, second only to the im-
perative of sustained devotional fellowship with the Lord, for now He 
is Master and King.  
 

It is personal motivation derived from disciplined loving •
devotion to know and serve the one true God, which carries the 
student forward through the high school level of spiritual 
training.  
It is generally due lack of sincere devotion for the Lord that •
stops the large majority of Christians from ever reaching the 
spiritual maturity necessary to journey this far and beyond. 
Whether the lack of devotion is from pride, failure to deny 
self, worldly distractions, marriage, idolatry, following others, 
religion, or inability to believe in that which cannot be seen; 
the result remains the same, for most individuals having 
conception of walking by faith never actually do! Because God 
gave to each a measure of faith, and because He is plainly 
noticeable by that which He has created; there will be no 
acceptable excuse by anyone on the day we each give account 
for our deeds and behavior, even so to the core of our 
motives!2295 

2293 Philippians 3:1-16.
2294 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-18; 2 Timothy 2:1-4.
2295 Romans 1:18-23; Titus 1:15, 16; 3:3-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Peter 4:1-6; 1 Corinthians 4:1-

5; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 3:14-19.
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The essence of self-centeredness and idolatry within the human •
sinful nature can be plainly noted by the fact that our Creator 
had to command love and respect from those created in His 
image.2296 It should never have been this way, yet the justice of 
God is demonstrated in how He created us with the ability to 
both have faith and volition; therefore, the ability to be for or 
against Him! Inasmuch as we should have disciplined devotion 
to love the Lord our: God, Savior, Master, King, and Creator; 
God’s love even by our Creation is emphasized, as also our 
foolishness in thinking too highly of ourselves (arrogance), 
should we decide to be against Him by exuberant love of “self” 
(narcissism) which denounces sincere love for God! 

 
During the high school level of spiritual training, prayer and earnest 
study of the Gospel are of the highest priority; with emphasis remaining 
upon trusting God with increased: zeal, dedication, discipline, and dili-
gence. The students days begin with prayer, with prayer emphasized 
throughout the day as the student learns to render their praise, adoration, 
thanksgiving, concerns, troubles, anxiety, confusion, lack of understand-
ing and yes even their all in all unto the Lord, and before His throne of 
grace.2297 The living and active reality of the Gospel is received (manifest; 
implanted) in a believer’s spirit by personal blessing from God, therefore 
request for truth, inspiration, and illumination is requested frequently 
during study of the Gospel; which is studied to a much deeper level than 
ever before! At this level of training, God’s wisdom, understanding, and 
knowledge are rendered and received; for the imperative of forward mo-
mentum to God’s upward call now very much includes the ability to 
spiritually appraise and discern (blessings from God), all of which are 
foundational to devotional reverent fear of the Lord.2298 

Students who have reached this level know with certainty that the 
purpose of human existence is to know, love, and serve God our Creator! 
When a student of this appropriate spiritual stature maintains focus 
upon the author and perfecter of faith, growth from the Lord is in-
creased to the point that personal training from God abounds to the 

2296 Deuteronomy 6:5-7; 13:1-4; Matthew 22:36-40; Colossians 3:1-7, specific v. 5.
2297 Hebrews 4:12-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.
2298 Proverbs 1:7; 4:1-9, 20-27; 9:10-12; Jeremiah 33:3.
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internal level of spiritual soundness which is directed by the Master. 
A factor which keeps high school level students from going forth to the 
highest college levels of training is marriage; yet from the attained level 
of training, the student learns how to love their spouse and children in 
a sacrificial and selfless manner; thus love abounds to the levels God 
intended, for true love is a spiritual matter which controls the emotional 
aspects of the human nature. Students at this level learn that human 
emotions have no place in ministry, for Christianity is a matter of a spir-
itual mindset and function ability which is controlled to fulfillment by 
the Holy Spirit! 
 

The two distinct children of God within a marriage (husband •
and wife) will only progress to the highest level of training 
(college level), if and only if they have truly become “one flesh” 
in being devotional to the Lord; for without complete unity in 
their relational endeavors for the Lord, either one of the 
distinct two individuals may become a distraction unto the 
other!2299 A pair of individuals, who have become one through 
devotional unification (marriage devoted to God), can receive 
special and abounding blessings from the Lord, which render 
strength and blessing to their offspring as by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit! 

 
High school level students through endurance, diligence, fortitude and 
focus pass beyond elementary levels of military training to become 
spiritual tacticians who efficiently utilize the full armor of God so as 
to fight powerful foes in the spiritual realm.2300 Because God tests the 
hearts and minds of all who seek Him; and even more so those who 
seek Him diligently; those who have achieved higher levels of servant-
hood and obedience are blessed with the strength of God’s might, so 
as to obtain victory through trusting in God when most others have 
fallen away due to trivial trials, persecutions, tribulations, and sufferings. 
Students at this level become taciturn regarding worldly and empty 
chatter, instead serving by the strength which God supplies while 
speaking as it were the utterances of God; for His words have power, 

2299 Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:1-12; Ephesians 5:22-33.
2300 Ephesians 6:10-20.
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whereas human words are most times weak and frail! Simply put, stu-
dents at this level of training have distinctively changed lives as God 
is allowed to both will and work for His own good pleasure!2301 
Students at this level of training have actual discernment as to why 
most believers do not have changed lives; for now they live the truth 
of how disciplined submissive obedience leads to surrender unto actual 
spiritual growth, which the Lord puts forth within the “Christians” as 
an action of righteous goodness!2302 Students at this level have learned 
the extreme difference between the emulation of righteousness which 
is of the Christian religion, and actual Christianity which is solely 
within the righteousness of God! 

Only students at this level of training will ever be anointed by the 
Lord to train others as soldiers for Christ.2303 Students at this level; if 
married; will train their children regarding the admonitions of the Lord; 
for they are aware of the dangers their children will face in a world 
ruled by Satan, knowing also that righteous deliverance comes only 
from God.2304 Although there are many individuals who claim servant-
hood according to God’s anointing in training others; the fact remains 
that very few (remnant of the remnant) actually have been called by the 
Lord to train others righteously from God’s masterful leadership of 
them! Students at this level of training are true “Christians”; for they 
trust in God, have confidence in God, focus upon God, and submit to 
God in all things! 

MANDATORY STEPS TO MOVE BEYOND  

SPIRITUAL HIGH SCHOOL 

No longer trusting in one’s own potential, rather trusting fully in 1.
the Lord; as is humanly possible within relational distractions 
(spouse, children, friends, lukewarm believers, etc.). 

 
Willingness to be fully separated from the world and that which is 2.
considered of importance by the world.2305 Students of further 
training openly and completely accept God’s work of sanctification; 

2301 Philippians 1:1-11; 2:1-18, specific 1:6; 2:12, 13.
2302 Mark 10:17, 18.
2303 2 Timothy 2:1-26, specific v. 2.
2304 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
2305 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1.
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putting aside all that would hinder His righteous work!2306 It is 
because of this absolute surrender that married individuals will 
generally not progress forward, as concerns for their spouse and 
family cause distraction. This does not hinder them from appropriate 
servanthood deemed the level of their accomplishment by God’s 
grace; this stipulates only that they cannot move forward to be wholly 
submissive in surrender unto the Lord for a life entirely pertinent to 
soldiering within God’s righteousness. 

I have never personally known a married couple who were •
completely unified in devotion for the Lord, who have ever 
gone forward to the highest level of training. This of course is 
not to say that the unified endeavor is impossible; for all things 
righteous and holy are possible with the Lord, within unified 
individuals who maintain the proper and appropriate mindset, 
along with disciplined diligent devotion and obedience! 

 
Ability to accept discipline and chastisement from the Lord to the 3.
intricate level of motive and intent! Students at this level are 
appreciative of God’s chastisements; for these chastisements bring 
forth the ability to appraise the essence of not only one’s own 
existence, but also the necessary appropriate loving correction 
regarding the servant’s family and friends. Friends at this level of 
training are far and few between, for with training from the Lord 
regarding the imperatives of strict discipline, adamant focus, 
obedience, and righteous dedication; all who are not sincerely 
devotional and dedicated to the Lord find offense toward those who 
immovably put God first and foremost over all else, which is proven 
by their speaking the utterances of God and avoidance of worldly 
and empty chatter (chitchat)!2307 Those of high school and college 
levels of training live the reality of being conformed to the image 
of Christ; whereas those stopped at lower levels of training, have 
only concept and assumption of this reality; although the kind 
intention of the Lord’s will has always been that all achieve the 
higher levels of training!2308 

2306 1 Corinthians 6:9-20.
2307 2 Timothy 2:1-26, specific vs. 16-19.
2308 Romans 8:26-30l; 12:1-3; Philippians 3:15-21.
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COLLEGE 

Having been called personally to a life of service by the Lord God, de-
nied “self” to the furthest extent—“volition” (which is a never ending 
battle), placed the salvation of others as their highest priority, second 
only to God and spouse, separated from the world and inappropriate 
relationships by seeking first God’s kingdom with righteous focus and 
motive, chosen to exchange an earthy mindset for a spiritual mindset, 
praising and thanking God for all things (whether difficult, easy, peace-
ful, troublesome, good or bad, etc.), denied personal comfort and wealth; 
an individual can now move forward to God’s highest upward call, while 
yet in corporeal form.2309  

One of the greatest disappointments which has kept individuals from 
reaching this point of training, who were given a heart of devotional 
servanthood by the Lord even so from their birth, is “religious bond-
age”! An emphasized example of this can be noted within the humbled 
hearts of some Catholic servants (nuns; friars, brothers); who sought a 
life of servanthood for God, yet were drawn immediately into the in-
sidious nature of Catholicism, and thereby held prey to the wiles of 
Satan; being therefore entrapped in the darkness of religious deception. 
Because it is the job of any Christian to evidence the truth and walk 
therein, the individual is ultimately responsible for having failed to ap-
propriately worship the God of the Bible; who alone can actually save 
individuals from the wages of sin which is death. Any Christian who 
celebrates “Easter” is guilty of having failed to evidence the truth; for 
“Easter” is actually insidious worship of Ishtar—the Babylonian Queen 
of Heaven! This is the form of religion from which came the Baals and 
goddesses of the Ashtaroth (goddesses of fertility) which are adamantly 
condemned in the Gospel!2310 No one who worships God within the 
darkness of deceptive pagan religion can ever go beyond elementary 
levels of spiritual training; for God cannot and will not bless any form 
of practiced deception (sin), therefore His strength is not rendered for 
deliverance!2311 Sincere devotion for the Lord must be maintained con-
tinuously if upward levels of spiritual training are to ever be achieved! 
This is not debatable; for the absolute holiness and righteousness of 

2309 Jude 1:1-25; John 15:1-16:1; Romans 8:1-39; 10:1-21; Matthew 6:1-34; 1 Thessalonians 
5:1-28; 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6; 6:14-7:1; 12:1-10; Philippians 4:1-20; 2 Timothy 3:1-7.

2310 Judges 2:13-19; 10:6-16; Jeremiah 44:17-30.
2311 1 John 3:1-18.
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God cannot be varied to accommodate human foolish unrighteous de-
sires and carnal whims! 

Students at this highest level of training have realized that prayers 
of praise and thanksgiving unto the Lord are of extreme importance 
and value; this righteous action is imperative no matter what the cir-
cumstance, whether love, peace, joy, goodness, kindness, gentleness, 
harshness, tribulation, suffering, persecution, illness, or wellbeing; we 
thank and praise God throughout them all!2312 Students at this level re-
alize that any form of religion is futile and deceptive; for abiding in the 
Lord and in His Word (Scriptures) brings forth light and truth, whereas 
any variance from light and truth brings forth delusion both from within 
and without.2313 Because being immovable within a personal relationship 
with God is imperative for continuous fellowship with Him; students 
at this level of training are taught discipline to the core of conscious 
thought.2314 God is all in all for students at the college level of spiritual 
training; without: compromise, variation, or excuse! 

Students at this level of training have been blessed with God’s gift 
of “distinguishing of spirits.”2315 This gift (distinguishing of spirits) 
coincides with the blessings of “appraising” and “discernment.”2316 
Although the ability to appraise all things is a blessing from the Lord 
unto those who have remained diligent to place and keep God first 
and foremost at all times; the ability to discern is a blessing from God 
which many times coincides with the Christian doing his or her job—
evidencing the truth! Students at this level having the ability to 
“distinguish spirits” live in torment because of the abounding demonic 
influence which is upon the earth; for the presence of demons is dia-
metrically opposed to the Holy Spirit which indwells us; thus causing 
a harsh reality of adversity due the extreme harm going forth upon 
the multitudes held captive who surround us, for we can do nothing 
for them! Because we have certainty that our adequacy is from God 
and all that we have acquired in righteousness is also from God, we 
have torment within the knowledge that the multitudes have failed 

2312 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22.
2313 John 8:31-47; John 15:1-17; 1 John 2:18-29.
2314 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
2315 1 Corinthians 12:10.
2316 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Isaiah 29:13-16; Philippians 1:1-11; Hebrews 5:11-6:20; reverence 

emphasized—Proverbs 2:1-22.
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terribly in receiving truth from God due to any or all of the afore-
mentioned carnal characteristics; which have kept the multitudes in 
darkness away from the light of the truth, and thus within the obscurity 
of spiritual adolescence. The world is full of individuals who have mis-
guided zeal for God; for contrary to being in accordance to knowledge 
and actual disciplined devotional obedience, the zeal of the many re-
mains foundational to carnality, pride and arrogance!  

Students at the college level of training have received the blessing 
of “distinguishing of spirits” for a very important reason; as students at 
this level are taught the Gospel truth (reality of truth behind the words) 
by the Lord’s implantation of it personally! Many times in accordance 
to necessity, “special revelation” comes forth unto the student; thus the 
student must always distinguish the origin of all “special revelation,” by 
testing the spirits according to knowledge of the Gospel, for the enemy 
(Satan and demons) will with God’s permission attempt to deceive!2317 
Holding to the imperative of personal fellowship with the Lord God is 
of utmost importance at all times; for apart from study of: Biblical his-
tory, etymology, exegesis, and hermeneutics, students at this level can 
only be taught by God in the spiritual realm, as they have passed beyond 
physical realm instruction from other humans.2318 

Students at this highest level of training are alienated from most re-
lationships with other human beings! Because most of the teaching upon 
planet earth is of an insidious religious nature, or is at a level which does 
not exceed adolescence, students at this level of training remain aloof of 
all teaching and instruction which may cause detriment or reversion; for 
absolute discipline must be maintained at all times! Students at this level 
of training are receiving manifest (implanted) tutelage to achieve the 
“mind of Christ”; thus they are set apart from most unto the Lord for 
service, and willfully journey forth with diligence on the narrow path of 
God’s righteousness upon which growth is achieved by God’s works of 
personal tutelage, correction, special revelation, sanctification, and mas-
terful leadership! Distractions are no longer optional for students at this 
highest level of training; for even social associations aloof speaking the 
utterances of God, have become: irrelevant, vain, and futile!2319 

2317 1 John 4:1-6.
2318 1 John 2:27.
2319 Proverbs 8:1-17; 1 Peter 4:1-19.
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At the highest levels of training, the imperatives are reduced to one 
specific, OUR PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE IN ACCOR-
DANCE TO OUR CREATION IS ALL ABOUT THE LORD OUR 
GOD; WE WILL FULFILL OUR SIGNIFICANT PURPOSE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE, VARIATION, OR EXCUSE! 

FINAL NOTES 

Because all true Christians are trained and given growth pertinent to 
eternity; anyone claiming to be a Christian (Christ-like) should strive 
with diligence to reach the highest level of training possible in accordance 
to God’s anointing upon them! Because there is no exception to this fact, 
all individuals claiming to be “Christian” should seek higher levels of 
spiritual growth during the entirety of their existence in human form; 
maintaining forward motion unto God’s upward call which is in Christ 
Jesus.2320 As the current earth is not our home, and our mortal body is 
not capable of eternal existence, we must stop acting as if they are!2321 

 
A simple fact—Those who do not have realization as to the •
immense, intimate relationship with God which is in 
accordance to the kind intention of His good, acceptable, and 
perfect will, generally stop forward motion and look back for 
the purpose of celebration, regret and/or reminiscence; for 
failing to realize the actuality of Christianity (spiritual relational 
reality), they fall prey to distractions of this life, religious 
foolishness, and the sinful nature; due to a continued fleshly and 
worldly mindset (blatant carnality)! This blatant carnality begins 
within the lives of multitudes shortly after acceptance of Jesus as 
Savior; for they have a zeal which is not in accordance to 
knowledge of the truth, as they have never acclaimed Jesus as 
Lord, or submitted to His absolute authority with disciplined 
devotional obedience and dedication! Pride, arrogance, and 
religiosity are guiding factors in the lives of multitudes, for the 
entirety of their earthy existence! 
The key to success is actual sincere disciplined devotion for the •
Lord; thereby a decision is made with certainty for Him which 

2320 Philippians 3:1-14, specific—vs. 12-14.
2321 Hebrews 11:8-16; 1 Corinthians 15:46-50.
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begins the relational journey. If a decision is not made with 
certainty, but rather only an assumptive decision (double-
mindedness), the believer will generally (as has repeatedly been 
proven to be the case) remain indecisive for the entirety of their 
lifetime; this leading to ignorant, complacent lukewarm 
Christianity which is inappropriate and disgusting!2322 Loving 
the Lord in word only is foolish and leads to a self-deluding 
state of being; for the way of the sinful nature is evident 
inasmuch as a commandment was rendered throughout the ages 
to LOVE THE LORD, with one’s all in all (heart, soul, mind and 
strength); which leads to righteous action of devotion.2323 
Because we as created beings should have sincere desire to love 
our Creator, and this derived specifically from the measure of 
faith that He gave to each and all created in His image 
(spiritually); a commandment should never have been of 
necessity, yet the commandment being rendered directly 
indicates the wretchedness of the human sinful nature, which 
remains aloof of God’s goodness! 

A foremost means of deception which has kept multiple mil-◦
lions of individuals from not only the relational journey but 
also the actual saving relationship is the farce of accepting 
Jesus solely as Savior in order to be saved. This deception 
was derived from Greek Mythology prior to the coming of 
the Christ, when within the polytheism of antiquity multi-
tudes of individuals felt comfortable in having their own 
“personal savior gods.” This dangerous farce entered into the 
church early in church history; thus beginning the “Christian 
religion,” which was and has remained diametrically opposed 
to actual Christianity. With the sinful nature being extremely 
powerful when kept aloof of: wisdom, understanding, knowl-
edge, and the power of God for deliverance from it, 
multitudes throughout the history of the Church have never 
denied “self” so as to confess “Jesus as “Lord”; thus Satan has 
been successful in spiritually murdering millions! Inasmuch 
as most human beings seek to be served, rather than serve, 

2322 Revelation 3:15-22; specific vs. 15, 16.
2323 Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Matthew 22:36-40; James 1:7-12, 21-25; 2:14-26.
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the multitudes have continually sought a god of convenience 
who will be their servant; thus in many cases only God ac-
tually knows if many persons are saved, for many who 
believe they are will hear—“I never knew you; depart from 
me, you who practice lawlessness.”2324 
In a like manner as multitudes who believe themselves to be ◦
saved will in actuality be eternally separated from God due 
to their personal selfish: volition, insincerity, and motives 
(illegitimate children), so also most of God’s actual children 
(legitimate children) will never journey beyond elementary 
school levels of training because of the same reason. It is a 
very good and wonderful work of God that we are saved by 
grace through faith, for numerous individuals would not 
have salvation except that God guided them to be selflessly 
sincere in the moment of their confession of faith (Jesus as 
Lord); for many return to carnality immediately following 
the moment of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling (born again 
reality), and thus return to spiritual laziness and 
complacency, self-centeredness, delusion, and lukewarm 
Christianity! The point of failure was the point at which 
double-minded insincerity replaced disciplined sincerity of 
devotion and focus; for as aforementioned, without 
disciplined sincerity of devotion and strict focus, forward 
motion ceases, and this many (possibly most) times for the 
duration of the individual’s lifetime on this earth. This can 
be distinguished easily by those who have the blessing of 
ability to appraise and discern (a gift from the Lord), for 
lukewarm, self-centered, complacent Christianity void of 
knowledge evinces the reality that individuals are not 
Christ-like; for these characteristics do not emphasize God’s 
nurtured work of sanctification, which is in accordance to 
the kind intention of His will! The insidious foolishness 
taught from many pulpits of the Christian religion renders 
no assistance or help; for numerous pulpits are occupied by 
pastors who instruct according to the whims and desires of 
both complacent believers and deceived non-believers, who 

2324 Matthew 7:15-23, specific v. 23; 25:31-46.
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believe they are saved, when in actuality there is no evidence 
to indicate the “born again” experience or reality. Blatant 
evidence of insidious pulpit teaching is easily discerned by 
Christians who have reached higher levels of spiritual 
training, and also understandable to anyone who has a fair 
knowledge of the Gospel; for within the Christian religion 
many pulpits are occupied by female pastors, although being 
a blatant violation of Gospel standard as designated by God, 
for women are never to make proclamation from church 
pulpits; thus those congregations are void of God’s 
instruction, for He never blesses disobedience!2325 This one 
example (female pastors and ministers) was rendered as a 
simple way to distinguish (even in the flesh), the blatant 
disobedience found in the current-day church, which 
believes nothing is unrighteous in their behavior; although 
strictly contradicted in the Gospel! 

The church of today is within the time of revelation ⁃
fulfillment emphasized as—the church of Laodicea (A.D. 
1954 - present; Revelation 3:14-22). This as prophesied, 
allows us to discern why most believers are carnally 
minded, and why numerous congregations are void of the 
instruction of the Lord; for although He continues to 
patiently knock seeking individuals to be intimate with 
Him, He is yet kept outside of His own church, with the 
door intentionally shut before Him!2326 The exegesis of 
the statement indicates that the Lord seeks for any one 
person within the deceptive enclosure to personally open 
up to Him for intimacy (dine with); for as always the 
intimate spiritual saving relationship is an individual 
matter, as God does not save groups of people, but rather 
individuals from within groups, when the group as a 
whole by choice remains in darkness as by denial of truth! 
This is an area where inappropriate close relational ties 
with others has caused spiritual detriment to multitudes; 

2325 1 Corinthians 14:34-40, specifics vs. 34, 35, 37; 1 Timothy 2:9-15.
2326 Revelation 3:20.
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for although many believe the statement of being at the 
door knocking to regard God’s seeking of non-believers, 
the reality is plain to see that He is knocking at the door 
of the current-day church, where someone is seeking 
Him in spirit and in truth; having believed that He is 
found in church (a building; inanimate object)! In the 
present age (last days), an individual has greater potential 
to know and love Jesus personally when alone in a closet, 
then at a structure which has closed the door to keep the 
Lord (truth) out!2327 Those who are truly devoted to the 
Lord can be found by their seeking to receive fellowship 
in truth; then the two or more can have church 
(ekklaysia) together, with the strengthening of the Lord’s 
presence and tutelage, without the distractions of 
lukewarm behavior and characteristics which cause 
spiritual detriment!2328 It is among these few (remnant) 
who truly desire to know and love the Lord, that higher 
levels of training is possible; for these few seek the Lord 
external of “self,” whereas the multitudes seek God 
contingent upon “self”! 

To love the Lord (or anyone) with actual selfless sincerity, a •
human being must place the subject of the sincere love as being 
of a higher precedent than even “self.” This is why the first 
infant step in following the Lord is “denial of self”; for “self” 
which remains precedent is idolatrous, which is the primary 
form of idolatry which hinders God’s work of sanctification on 
an individual basis, and thereby also detriment to spiritual 
relational growth.2329 This is the foremost reason most believers 
are hindered during the entirety of their “Christian” existence; 
for actual sincere devotion for God is the key to spiritual success 
and growth, and delusional double-mindedness brings forth 
only failure and stagnancy! 

 

2327 John 14:6.
2328 Matthew 18:20.
2329 Colossians 3:1-17, Selah v. 5.
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The way to victory is simple DENY “SELF,” SO AS TO DEVO-
TIONALLY LOVE THE LORD; STOP THE DOUBLE- 
MINDEDNESS AND DECIDE WITH IMMOVABILITY (ABSO-
LUTE CERTAINTY) TO LOVE THE LORD FIRST AND 
FOREMOST! 

Loving Devotion - A Lesson from the  
Book of Esther 
Within the book of Esther are found many wonderful truths as to what 
loving God and others selflessly is all about. Love being the emphasized 
decisive factor which leads when present; is that which demonstrates 
the difference between those who claim to know God, and those who 
actually are known by God! Many times we will not know the exact 
purpose of our calling until after the fact; for hindsight is always 20/20; 
whereas foresight in going forth for the Lord is many times blurry at 
best, as in this we must trust in Him! The only way we will gain knowl-
edge into our actual calling according to God’s grace, is to maintain our 
focus upon Him and seek sincere godly influences in our lives; for truly, 
bad company corrupts good morals!2330 Godly influences are known by 
the manner in which they do not violate the moral nor worship stan-
dards found in the Gospel; for these influences always point to the 
righteous spiritual needs of the many, and primarily to Christ! 

The time of Esther is 479-474 B.C., the place is Susa. Those who re-
mained in the area of Babylon (Esther, Mordecai, etc.) are those who did 
not return to Jerusalem upon the edict from Cyrus of Persia (559-530 
B.C.). King Xerxes I (Ahasuerus 486-465 B.C.) is ruler of 127 provinces 
from India to Ethiopia, within the Medo-Persian Empire. Many Jews 
remained within the Persian Empire as their captivity was one of peace 
and prosperity, thus very much different than their bondage in Egypt 
(Esther 1:1-3). The driving motivation for those who chose to return to 
Jerusalem was their earnest desire to return to proper worship of God at 
the Temple. Those who remained behind along with their offspring did 
not share this motivation; therefore, this is a distinguishing factor re-
garding missing acts of Israelite worship within the book of Esther. 

To hold to certain aspects of morality and not to others, is basically 
the same as telling little white lies. By this statement I am referring to 

2330 cf. 1 Corinthians 15:30-34; Hebrews 12:1-3.
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the way in which so many live their lives boldly inconsistent, by the 
manner in which their focus is never upon anything for any length of 
time. This is to say that no consistency can be rendered for the edification 
of others, when sporadic behavior stays edification from one’s own life. 
An example of standing strong within one’s own moral standards no 
matter what the cost is demonstrated by the behavior of Queen Vashti. 
Although the law stated that none were to be under compulsion in re-
gards to drinking alcohol, yet it was expected that women would do 
whatever asked of them, no matter how inappropriate (Esther 1:8-12). 

Most times believers tend to forget that the Lord shapes us first from 
without (Esther 2:15), then if we answer His calling, He begins a con-
tinual work to shape us from within; both without and within being for 
fulfillment of righteous purpose within the relational reality. With the 
shaping by the Lord which occurs within our spirit and demeanor, come 
forms of consistency leading to godliness; therefore, outward appearance 
must be in conjunction with the Lord’s work within, lest aestheticism 
become an inordinate primary concern which would demand a return 
to a carnal mindset leading to spiritual depravity! Clay is without value 
apart from the work of the Potter, thus it is the art not the material 
which gives the vessel it beauty and true value.2331 This is the basis of 
realizing that our purpose in the Lord is that which renders our purpose 
in life! In realizing our purpose to be that which reflects the love of our 
Lord, sometimes we must remain silent as to our faith and allow the 
Lord to be seen in us! This will many times draw others to us and to 
the faith via the beauty of the Potter’s work in us, whereas to speak out 
at the wrong time or with the wrong emphasis, may drive others away 
(Esther 2:7). A faith unseen is indeed an insincere faith which is luke-
warm at best; we must proclaim our faith always, sometimes with words 
(Esther 2:9, 10)!2332 

 We should remember to love others for who they are by creation; 
we must love them without personal intentions (graciously). To be sat-
isfied solely by someone’s outward appearance, is to never truly know 
the individual; for the inward reality is where the truth is discovered. 
Such superficial (worldly; aesthetic) love never edifies (Esther 2:12-14)! 
The Lord allows His servants to be exalted, so they may fulfill His will 

2331 cf. Isaiah 29:15, 16; 45:9-11; 64:5-8; Romans 9:19-24.
2332 cf. James 1:22-25; 2:18-26.
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for their life and existence.2333 Esther was blessed by the Lord with the 
beauty, faith, conviction, and discipline necessary to fulfill His will for 
her life—regarding the many (His chosen people) (Esther 2:17, 20; 4:14). 

 We should uphold the standard of morality which has been set forth 
by the Lord; for anyone who refuses righteous standards and morals is 
not rejecting that demanded, but rather the Lord who sets forth moral 
standards in righteousness for the benefit of all! Many within the church 
today will go with the status quo so as to avoid conflict and tribulation; 
yet we must remember that it is the Lord we worship and serve, who 
called us to selfless suffering and persecution if necessary!2334 In the in-
stance of Mordecai refusing to bow before Haman, the fact of the matter 
was that Haman sought to be honored to the point of worship. It was 
for this reason that Mordecai refused, for as believers we never bow in 
worship except to the Lord our God (Esther 3:2-8). In a like manner as 
Mordecai refused to bow before Haman, we also must never bow before 
human beings so as to show homage in worship; for only prideful and 
arrogant individuals would ever expect or demand inappropriate hom-
age!2335 How foolish it is to render unrighteous homage to human 
beings, when in doing so we oppose the Lord God of all creation, who 
desires (and deserves) both devotional loyalty and selfless humble obe-
dience!2336 Is not the Lord God deserving of our all in all? 

 Many human beings will be utilized by Satan to accomplish his evil 
in the world (Esther 3:10); anyone who is prideful, arrogant, devious, 
delusive, undisciplined, lacking sincere devotion for God, or serves 
mammon, can be easily enticed and influenced to fight against the 
good, acceptable and perfect will of the Lord!2337 We ought to re-
member that our battle is against a very powerful enemy, while also 
remembering that our victory is assured in Christ; therefore we must 
focus on the interests of God, and fulfill our duties and responsibilities 
in accordance!2338 We should investigate matters carefully in the light 
of truth; thereby staying from the darkness of controversy. To step out 
blindly is to make the same potential mistake as was made by King 

2333 cf. Romans 8:28.
2334 cf. Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:18-23; 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
2335 cf. Deuteronomy 6:13-19.
2336 cf. Proverbs 21:21; Hosea 6:4-6.
2337 cf. Proverbs 16:4; 1 Peter 5:8-11; example—Luke 22:3.
2338 cf. Romans 8:37; Mark 8:33; 1 John 5:4, 5; Philippians 2:12, 13.

Additions for Better Understanding878



Ahasuerus (Esther 3:10). Satan has continually attempted to annihilate 
the Jews, in an attempt to stop God’s covenant with the Jews (Esther 
3:9-15). Do you suppose believers ignorantly serve Satan, when they 
jump into false doctrine and pretense before testing the ground 
(foundation) upon which they leap?2339 False doctrine and pretense is 
like quicksand, how quickly we can sink into it and how efficiently it 
can choke our spiritual life from us! 

The dangers of serving the Lord in truth may very well lead to death; 
yet whom shall we fear!2340 We never know when we will be called to 
serve the Lord, therefore we must be prepared at all times to fulfill His 
anointing for our lives (Esther 4:11-14)! The necessity of prayer, rev-
erent devotion and fasting, is evident to those who take servanthood 
seriously. Prayer can make the difference between life and death, sickness 
and health, being hot or cold in one’s service to the Lord, and being in 
the right or wrong place.2341 

It is important to trust in God for the outcome of all situations; for 
in failing to do so, we may be found fighting against God in seeking to 
render our own volition or defense (Esther 5:1, 2).2342 Because people 
do not care what we know, until they know that we care; when we trust 
in God for the appropriate words in the appropriate moment, we can 
then maintain our focus upon loving the individual, thereby allowing 
God to bring forth fulfillment in righteousness (Esther 5:4-8).2343 Our 
existence is to love, serve and worship God, and be patient; God does 
the rest!2344 To trust God is to trust one’s life to Him; this then elimi-
nating any and all fear of death, thereby opening the door to courageous 
servanthood and love (Esther 4:15-17).2345 

 Do we count our blessings and successes by our riches or our faith 
in and walk for the Lord? Trusting in that which may appear to be pros-
perous (mammon), leaves the opportunity for deception and 
discontentment to enter into our lives (Esther 5:11-14).2346 The impor-
tance of our endeavors must be founded upon the truth in itself; for 

2339 cf. 2 Timothy 2:24-26; 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11.
2340 cf. Psalms 27:1; Romans 8:15-17, 31-34; 1 Peter 3:14-16; Hebrews 13:5, 6.
2341 cf. Proverbs 3:5, 6.
2342 cf. Hebrews 2:13-18; Mark 13:11.
2343 cf. 1 Corinthians 3:6-9; Luke 21:13-15.
2344 cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
2345 cf. Ephesians 6:18-20.
2346 cf. 1 Timothy 6:6-8; Philippians 4:8-11.
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truth stands upon its own merits, remaining firmly founded upon the 
Rock. Although the focus of many is upon circumstances, it does us well 
to trust in the Lord who controls the circumstances (Esther 6:1-3; 8:7-
9:4).2347 Do we place ourselves into a position of exaltation and seek 
our reward according to our own selfish desires, or do we allow the 
Lord to exalt and bless even our circumstances as we humbly seek and 
serve Him (Esther 6:1-11)? To focus upon the Lord is to understand 
that His blessings will be centered upon spiritual growth and better-
ment, which may include other forms of prosperity.  
 
Note: If what we are seeking will lead to further distractions away from 
our devotion to Christ, it would be futile to ask God for more of it 
(whatever it may be)! 

 To seek harm to come to others is to seek vengeance (Esther 6:4). 
Although vengeance was many times sought by those in the Old 
Testament, it is not allowed under this “dispensation of grace”! Seeking 
the spiritual betterment of others, never from selfish conceit but rather 
from a sincere heart and motives, is the standard of today by which we 
live according to our faith.2348 What do we do in times of severe stress 
and discomfort? With those of the world being confused at best because 
of their failure to see the truth (Christ), they will mostly jump to con-
clusions rather than patiently investigate to evidence the truth (Esther 
7:8).2349 This is a distinguishing factor which separates Christians from 
lukewarm believers and non-believers.2350 When we seek harm to come 
to others, is it not amazing how confused we are when that very harm 
occurs to us instead (Esther 7:10; 9:25). What of our family (Esther 
9:13, 14)? We are not alone on this planet, so we must therefore consider 
those around us so that our foolishness does not cause undo harm to 
others; nor to the brethren!2351 

 We will be uplifted by the Lord when we do not lose heart and fall 
into compromise (Esther 8:2).2352 Just as Esther made a choice to serve 
God for the sake of others, so also must we make our own choice; will 

2347 cf. Philippians 1:12-14.
2348 cf. Philippians 2:3, 4; Romans 12:19-21.
2349 2 Corinthians 3:12-18.
2350 cf. Psalm 37:7, 8.
2351 cf. 1 Corinthians 14:26, 40; Galatians 6:10.
2352 cf. 2 Corinthians 4:1, 2, 16-18.
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we be for or against Christ, by being against or for “self” (respectively)! 
Even if we think ourselves to be a servant of the Lord, could our own 
selfish desires possibly be showing emphasis that we seek to be our own 
master? The fruits of God made manifest in our lives, or not; which 
displaces the deeds of our flesh, or not, will make evident the truth.2353 
The Lord is absolutely capable of turning the tides (Esther 8:11). Do 
we seek a position and thus strive for the position ourselves, or do we 
allow the Lord to exalt us to the position He knows we efficiently will 
fulfill for His glory (Esther 8:8, 9; 10:3).2354 Although our authority may 
be presented via our superiors or piers, we must remember that it is the 
Lord who is actually in authority, and thus we should act accordingly 
(Esther 8:10, 16, 17). Is what the Lord has done for us sufficient, or do 
we also seek more (Esther 8:11; 9:10, 15, 16)?  

The event of Puram (Esther 9:20-22). How do we thank God for de-
livering us from our troubles? Do we appreciate the peace and serenity 
of deliverance with renewed focus and devotion unto our Lord, or do 
we return to wallowing in our: self-centeredness, greed, and unbelief? 

Who / What / When / Where / How / Why 
Whom do we serve: Ephesians 3:14-21; Jude 1:24, 25 •
What is our victory, and the outcome thereof: 1 Corinthians •
15:56-58; Romans 5:1-5; 1 John 5:4, 5 
When do we serve: Romans 12:1-3; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 1 •
Peter 3:14-16; Hebrews 3:13-19 
Where do we serve: 1 Corinthians 7:20-24; Colossians 3:1-17; 1 •
Peter 4:12-19 
How do we achieve victory: Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Peter 4:11; •
1 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Hebrews 13:5, 6; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Why: 1 Thessalonians 2:5-9; 2 Timothy 2:1-4, 24-26; 2 Peter •
3:8-18 

Full Armor of God for Spiritual Warfare 
I have included this portion on the full armor of God, because of the 
aforementioned traditions, rituals, doctrines, and excuses which yet hold 
millions of believers in bondage to secular religion (chapter eight). As 

2353 cf. Galatians 5:19-23.
2354 cf. James 3:14-18; Philippians 1:15-17; Luke 12:47, 48; Matthew 13:12.
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can be witnessed by the actual dates and original purposes within dark-
ness of the traditions adhered to within the Christian religion even to 
this day, it becomes obvious that Satan and demons are working effec-
tively in leading many of the elect astray. Please consider the necessity 
of the full armor daily in our lives; especially when we have failed to 
separate ourselves from even simple traditions and excuses which bring 
no glory to our Lord! Although most individuals do not celebrate the 
traditions and rituals blatantly according to the pagan purposes origi-
nally intended, the fact remains that even in celebrating them 
pretentiously under different names, or for different reasons, our be-
havior yet hinders the Lord’s work of sanctification within our lives; for 
we cannot both partake of the cup of the Lord, and the cup of de-
mons!2355 Any practiced form of walking in darkness, will hinder and 
possibly destroy all potential of walking in the light where the Lord re-
mains at all times! God cannot and will not bless endeavors and journeys 
in darkness; for His absolute holiness forbids it! 

If believers are not willing to don the armor so as to fend off attacks 
in things as simply understood as inappropriate traditions and practices, 
how can we possibly win battles which involve in-depth principals and 
moral standards within our faith; involving the complex truth of 
Scripture? Our Lord teaches us to “come out from their midst and be 
separate”!2356 Our righteously actuated faith teaches us to disallow the 
defilement of the world to take us captive, and hold us in bondage to 
secular defilement and standards.2357 Since this is the Biblical standard 
by which we are to live in regards to the world, we must learn to put on 
the armor of God; keeping it on at all times! Please remember—pride 
is a chief weapon of our enemy which is used to keep us in bondage, this 
primarily as Satan entices and influences individuals who refuse to “deny 
self,” which is a personal choice which maintains captivity to foolish ad-
olescent stubborn and rebellious pride; please deny this form of bondage, 
so as to allow the Lord to guide you in humility; personal volition to 
“deny self” is the first step of this endeavor, which will never occur when 
individuals focus upon the flesh! The only certain way of conquering 
the bondage of adolescent pride, is to “deny self,” vehemently if necessary; 

2355 1 Corinthians 10:19-22; cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
2356 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
2357 Colossians 2:1-3:17.
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as “self” is the foundation from which adolescent pride arises, obscures, 
and misleads! Which is truly our necessity, to continue practices by pride-
ful rote, or don the full armor of our Lord so as to be victorious? 
 
Personal Note: It is blatantly unrighteous that the truth regarding the 
traditions of the Christian religion which are practiced by rote is not 
rendered from pulpits, so that individuals may learn of the darkness of 
which they have partaken.2358 Cowards, who are congregational leaders, 
are not serving the Lord; for where truth is not proclaimed, the darkness 
of deception remains, as well as evidenced reality of who is being served 
(Great Deceiver; Satan)!2359 Cowards will not inherit God’s kingdom!2360 
It must be mentioned at this point, that legitimate children of God can-
not practice sin because of the indwelling Holy Spirit; as practice within 
the darkness of deception is “practiced sin,” please consider the ramifi-
cations of practicing those things which are in opposition to the 
righteousness of God in the light of truth! 
 

We should remember that our fight is not against flesh and •
blood (people).2361 
We should remember that our weapons of warfare are •
extremely powerful; when utilized correctly in accordance to 
God’s mighty strength.2362 
We must never look to ourselves as having the power to fight an •
extremely powerful foe!2363 We must look to and trust in the 
One who is abounding in power, and thereby gain victories.2364 
How is it that our spiritual weapons work? Why must we put on •
the full armor of God?2365 

Girdle of Truth (Ephesians 6:14) 
This is the first and foremost defensive weapon which we have. The 
girdle was that which held the thigh, breastplate, and back armor into 

2358 Isaiah 29:13-15.
2359 John 8:38-45;8 cf. Matthew 15:7-9; 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
2360 Revelation 21:8.
2361 Ephesians 6:12.
2362 2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Ephesians 6:13.
2363 1 Peter 5:8-11; 2 Corinthians 2:10, 11; Ephesians 2:1-7; 4:25-32; Hebrews 4:16.
2364 Ephesians 6:10; 1 John 5:4, 5; Romans 13:12-14; James 4:7-10.
2365 Ephesians 6:11.
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place. The girdle was also the belt from which the sword scabbard was 
girded. The girdle was therefore the piece of armor which connected 
the other pieces tightly together, thus securing the protective barriers 
against attack. The sword of Christians secured by the girdle of truth 
is the sword of the Spirit (Word of God) which should never be carried 
or wielded loosely (inappropriately); it is for this reason that the Gospel 
must be studied and handled accurately, for proclamation from igno-
rance is delusive!2366 This fact is of utmost importance in the life of any 
Christian, as truth is necessary for righteous usage of God’s armor! 
Without strict candor/veracity there is no defense; this strict truth being 
the Gospel truth, not the supposed truth of carnal: philosophy, doctrine, 
tradition and/or precept.2367 Because this basis of complete truth without 
compromise has been violated in many congregational denominations 
as initially set forth by the mother of Christian harlotry; unrighteous 
teachings and traditions of darkness have entered in, weakening multi-
tudes as by practiced apostasy! An example of such a human precept 
utilized to gather men against Gospel truth, can be found in how men 
during the time of the Crusades were told that taking up the sword 
against Muslims would guarantee their salvation. Because our salvation 
is solely by God’s grace, any attempt to change or diminish this fact is 
against the Gospel and thereby sin.  

Please remember—no lie, excuse or deception of any kind is of the 
truth! Although many proclamations have been made throughout his-
tory that “God wills it,” this statement has never been made correctly 
when in contradiction to the Word of God! As each of us is accountable 
to study and thereby gain knowledge of God’s Word, such deceptions 
which have led many astray should never have been allowed nor fol-
lowed! If we would trust less in the teachings of humankind through 
whom the doctrines of demons have come forth, and rather place our 
focus and trust upon Jesus who is the essence of pure truth, such 
heresies, apostasies, and unrighteousness would cease and no longer 
occur in the lives of multitudes. Please remember, my brothers and 
sisters, the broad path of unrighteousness begins with the first step, and 
is continued one step in the wrong direction at a time. The truth remains 

2366 cf. Ephesians 6:17; 2 Timothy 2:15-19, 3:16, 17; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; James 3:13-18.
2367 cf. 2 Corinthians 13:7-9; John 8:44 -47; Matthew 12:25-30; Luke 1:1-4; John 1:17, 18; 

3:19-21; 4:23, 24; Romans 1:18, 19; 2:5-11; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; 
6:1-10; Ephesians 4:14-16; James 5:19, 20; Colossians 2:8.
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that God eagerly awaits our repentance from such wrongful journeys; 
accepting and cleansing us instantly upon our return; when confession 
of the unrighteousness has been rendered with devotional sincerity.2368 
The narrow path of righteousness and truth is not an easy path by any 
means, yet it is the only acceptable path for those who believe and seek 
to please God! Ostentatious behavior is neither warranted nor accept-
able; for it is God whom we must please, and no other! The spiritual 
relational reality within which we are saved and led by God is extremely 
righteous, as it is God’s righteousness which must always be considered 
and submitted unto; considering the relationship to be “too light a 
thing” to warrant one’s greatest effort regarding loyalty and obedience 
unto God in truth, is an abomination to God, as it is foundational to 
delusive selfish behavior! 

Breastplate of Righteousness (Ephesians 6:14) 
Protecting one’s heart via God’s righteousness is of great importance.2369 
When we do not walk in the righteousness of Christ, we tend to seek 
our own righteousness; which brings forth: deluding influence, pride, 
arrogance, complacency, and failure.2370 The supposed righteousness of 
men and women is foundational to the flesh, as the motive is generally 
present which asks the question “what is in it for me”; for this is in ac-
cordance to delusive emulation! This is the selfish love known by the 
world, not the selfless love which being of the Lord is received by faith 
and thereby presented outward unto others.2371  

Righteousness is defined as “right doing.” As no human being com-
mits goodness by their own initiative on a continual basis, it is the work 
of God within us that brings forth all forms of righteous goodness and 
deeds.2372 When we realize this fact, we then submit to the Lord so that 
He may both will and work for His own good pleasure within us; thus 
others are blessed by God’s working in and through us for the sake of 
all! When this is accomplished, unity is the prevailing factor; thus all 
within unification are edified and strengthened in the Lord!2373 

2368 cf. 1 John 1:5-3:24.
2369 cf. Matthew 6:31-34; Romans 1:16, 17; 6:12-19; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Proverbs 4:23-27.
2370 cf. Matthew 6:1; Romans 10:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 31.
2371 cf. Romans 12:1, 2.
2372 Psalm 14:1-6; Ecclesiastes 7:19-29; Romans 9:30-33; Ephesians 4:17-24.
2373 cf. Philippians 2:12-18; Romans 8:18-30; 1 John 4:4-6.
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To gain better understanding as to putting on the Breastplate of 
Righteousness so as to protect our hearts, let us consider differences 
between lust and love. 

LUST (GALATIANS 5:19-21) 

Is of the flesh, not from the spirit of a person. Lust always seeks its 1.
own, although this many times is under the delusion of behavior for 
the sake of others. An indication of this is evidenced by a person’s 
habitually seeking to be recognized for that which they have done; 
especially when their actions involve others. Their intentions are for 
the purpose of self-gratification; many times believing that human 
works can please God, and this many times according to human 
doctrines of works for salvation.2374 

 
Always asks the question—“what is in it for me.” In this lust is selfish, 2.
for the flesh seeks its own pleasures in one form or another. It is for 
this reason that lust is argumentative and causes strife, for one’s 
worldly lust is not concerned with anyone else’s edification or 
fulfillment. 

 
Is involved with the physical realm. The lust of the flesh, the lust of 3.
the eyes, and the boastful pride of life are not from the Father but 
rather of this world, which seeks its own.2375 This is why fleshly lusts 
always seek fulfillment and rewards in this world, rather than in 
heaven; thus an individual’s fruit (deeds) in seeking rewards will 
always indicate the truth of the matter.2376 

 
Does not lead a person to seek after God. Lust seeking that which 4.
is of the moment, does not submit to the Lord so as to seek first His 
kingdom and righteousness. Seeking only in the moment does not 
allow an individual to seek for His inevitable return to reign in 
righteousness from Zion, thus the eternal kingdom of God is rarely 
even a passing thought. It is by failure to put on the Breastplate of 
Righteousness, that many believers are entangled in the lusts of the 

2374 cf. Romans 10:1-4.
2375 cf. 1 John 2:16, 17.
2376 cf. Matthew 6:19-24; 7:13-27.
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world; for they continually err in failing to put on the armor 
necessary to protect their physical emotions, thus losing battles of 
the faith day after day, week after week and year after year. 

 
Lust: 5.

Does not edify; for not even the lustful person is edified with •
anything acceptable to God. 
Does not make indication of God’s presence within the •
individual. 
Does not seek to be of sincere benefit to others. •
Does not gain reward beyond the grave. •
Causes incapability of goodness to come forth from a person •
entangled by it; for goodness is from the Lord, who is unable to 
work. 
Leads inevitably to divisions and disunity within relationships.  •
Seeks its own gratification. •

TRUE LOVE (1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8A, 13; GALATIANS 5:22, 23) 

True love is of the spirit; for true love is the selfless, unconditional, 1.
and sacrificial love of God’s fruit manifest! It is that which comes 
forth from within a person which uplifts and edifies others; for the 
edifying factor is the indwelling Holy Spirit!2377 An indication of 
agape love in one’s demeanor is witnessed in how they seek to do 
for others, never seeking recognition for that which they have done. 
Their actions are solely for the sake of the receiving party or parties. 
True spiritual love is selfless; not selfish! 

 
Never asks the question—“what is in it for me”; for true love never 2.
seeks its own! Love is always concerned with others solely for their 
sake; for the rendering of love in itself is that which brings 
edification and fulfillment to the giving party.  

 
Is involved in both the spiritual and physical realms. In the spiritual 3.
realm, the love which God has poured out into our hearts (agape) 
abounds to the point of overflowing; which brings it out into the 
physical realm as we are led to love all others because of our 

2377 cf. Matthew 12:33-37; John 14:16, 17; 16:13-15.
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devotional love for the Lord.2378 In this our “love of self” is 
appropriate, for we are appreciative of God for creating us to be an 
instrument of His righteousness and love upon others. An exuberant 
love of self (narcissism) is not righteously derived from God’s love 
in our spirit (heart), but rather from the lust of the flesh; this being 
the form of self-love spoken of as by warning in Scripture.2379 

 
Leads a person to persevere in seeking after God, for to realize the 4.
immensity of God’s love in our spirit is to realize the necessity to 
better know the One who has blessed us so abundantly! Realizing 
the love of God to be present in our lives, leads us to seek after His 
eternal kingdom and righteousness, for our understanding of His 
love leads to knowledge as to our purpose being found in Him. It is 
by experiencing God’s selfless and sacrificial love that we seek 
earnestly to stay clear of the entanglements which lust brings to our 
lives; thus we don the Breastplate of Righteousness to stay our heart 
(and spirit) from the harm which the world entices and influences. 
The true love which is from God is that which motivates us to reach 
out and love everyone regarding their salvation; this we do even 
though we may neither respect or like an individual due to their 
blatant wretchedness!2380 

 
True Love: 5.

Brings edification to all who dwell in the light of truth. •
Makes indication of God’s presence in our life, for only the true •
love of God can go forth asking nothing in return. Our strength 
comes from being an instrument of His love unto others.2381 
Gains us rewards beyond the grave, for our intentions and •
actions are for His glory as we rejoice in the truth. 
Allows the fruits of the Holy Spirit to come forth from within •
us. As the flesh (“self”) is denied, submission is made unto the 
Holy Spirit whom then allows us to be instruments of righteous 
servanthood. 
Leads to unity with others; not only those within the faith, but •

2378 cf. Matthew 22:36-40; Philippians 2:1-4.
2379 cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
2380 cf. Jude 1:17-23.
2381 cf. James 1:16-18.
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all others as we accept them for who they are by creation. In 
this we may hate sin and abhor that which is evil, yet we love 
the sinner with the love of God within our spirit; for love bears 
all things and never fails. We maintain closer relationships such 
as within marriage, for our concern is for the other person. 
Love does not seek gratification of “self”; the insincerity of lust •
is replaced by the selfless sincerity of compassion for the 
spiritual and physical wellbeing of others. 

Shoes of the Gospel of Peace (Ephesians 6:15) 
Each step we take should be protected by the reality of the Gospel 
truth which is foundational to the “reality of God,” as the preparatory 
of the Gospel is to train us spiritually for God’s eternal righteous king-
dom; the peace aspect being foundational to the faithfulness of God 
to both will and work for His own good pleasure, during our corporeal 
nurtured life of disciplined devotional submission and obedience.2382 
Without standing upon the Gospel reality, which is foundational to 
the faithfulness and inspiration of the Lord, we are incapable of stand-
ing firm; thus we teeter spiritually, and waver in our corporeal and 
spiritual walk for the Lord.2383 

Because the Scriptures very much associate with each of our lives, it 
is imperative that we walk within the stature of Scripture. The standards 
of both morality and obedience have been set forth by our Lord, so that 
our mortal bodies may be presented as living sacrifices for His glory.2384 
The standards are accomplished as we humbly and devotionally submit 
within loyalty, allowing the Lord to lead us upon the narrow path of 
His righteousness! When we walk outside the standards of Scripture, 
we allow the enemy to distract and divert us from God’s anointing for 
our existence, which must remain in the light of truth and reality; lest 
we journey into darkness, thereby failing to see clearly the path before 
us. It is for this reason that considering our relationship with God to 
be “too light a thing” to warrant diligent devotional effort is a disgusting 
abomination; for this behavior directly indicates a life lived devoid the 
“reality of God”! 

2382 cf. 2 Timothy 2:15, 16, 19, 3:16, 17; Hebrews 4:12-16; Philippians 1:6, 2:12-16.
2383 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:5-13; John 14:15; Matthew 13:20-23.
2384 cf. Romans 12:1, 2.
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Knowing that the path before us is one of “love,” the Gospel pre-
paratory of peace must be the guide book which leads our life. When 
the steps we take are within the kind intention of God’s will, others will 
not only benefit from our actions in the present tense, but also poten-
tially for all eternity, if they come to know the One unto whom we 
submit for service. When folks understand the love of God, it would 
behoove them to bask within His love themselves, and thereby portray 
His love further unto others; this love always involves truth and strict 
spiritual discipline! Because of the potential for spiritual awakening in 
others, or the hindrance thereto by our behavior, it is imperative that 
we never badger someone with the Gospel. This is why the shoes we 
wear are the shoes of Gospel preparation, for although the Gospel truth 
may hurt for a time, as the truth many times hurts, it should never cause 
any form of lasting harm or torment upon anyone because of the way 
it is presented! It must be understood; the Gospel must be presented 
in truthful context, lest the power of the Gospel truth be diminished 
by adulterating manipulation!2385 

The steps we take for the Lord are sturdy steps which do not falter, 
if the steps were ordained and led by the Lord. The steps we take with-
out His leadership are steps which lead in many directions; for upon 
the broad path which leads to destruction, there is no certain destination 
apart from spiritual detriment and damage! Let us step out in faith, de-
votionally submissive to the Lord’s leadership and strength, thereby 
reaching the righteous destination He has set forth for our success and 
inevitable victory!  
 

It must be noted—the Gospel must be proclaimed; this always •
in a disciplined and direct manner! God’s word (utterances) 
makes the difference in righteousness, our personal words hold 
little value except for the purpose of reiteration or to further 
explain that which is misunderstood; our words therefore 
should be minimally utilized lest confusion or distraction result! 
As the love which is from God (agape) always involves stern 
discipline, the disciplined manner by which the Gospel is 
presented (God’s utterances) may anger or upset undisciplined 
or childish individuals; yet as strict discipline is one of the three 

2385 cf. Hebrews 4:12, 13.
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imperatives of serving God, it must be maintained at all 
times!2386 The other two imperatives of the spiritual relational 
reality and servitude with and unto God are—faith and 
unwavering truth (integrity; candor; veracity). 
The result of speaking passively without discipline, inevitably •
leads to speaking weak and distractive words for the purpose of 
appeasing the recipient of the words. When this continues for 
extended periods of time, the result becomes portions of 
Scripture rendered now and again only for the purpose of 
emotionally puffing up the recipient of the words; this 
inevitably leads to proclamations which are according to the 
whims and carnal desires of the recipients, which violates 
Gospel standards; bringing forth no spiritual edification 
whatsoever!2387 No true servant of God ever crosses the line so 
as to appease humans with foolish confabulation; for we speak 
the Gospel truth in love, always remembering whom we serve! 
Emotional puffing up renders has no spiritual significance; 
the relational reality is spiritual, not carnal!  

Shield of Faith (Ephesians 6:16) 
A shield is only effective, when it is placed in front of the soldier! If we 
walk by faith, then let us walk with the shield of faith before us.2388 How 
can the shield of our faith protect us, if we insist on walking in front of 
it; trusting in ourselves?2389 

The shield of faith is the shield which is placed before us as we trust 
in the Lord; for in servitude we have been instructed to expect: tribu-
lation, suffering, and persecution.2390 As He is our shield and our 
strength, our refuge and fortress; it is surety of His faithfulness upon 
those who trust in him, that guards us forward through potential 
harm.2391 Because our battle is against very powerful foes within the 
spiritual realm, the shield of faith must be utilized effectively by know-
ing that the Lord is greater and more powerful than all the evil forces 

2386 cf. Hebrews 12:4-11; 1 Peter 4:7-19.
2387 cf. Galatians 1:1-10; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.
2388 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:6-9; Hebrews 11:1, 2, 6; Romans 11:17-22; 1 Corinthians 2:4, 5; 

James 1:2-4; 2:18-26;       1 Peter 1:6-9; 2 Peter 1:5-11; Ephesians 1:3, 4.
2389 cf. 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18; Romans 8:35-39.
2390 John 15:20, 21, 16:33; Romans 8:14-17; 2 Timothy 2:3, 4, 3:12; 1 Peter 3:14-17.
2391 cf. Psalms 18:1-3; 91:1-16.
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combined.2392 When we fail to realize that God is for us; if we are upon 
the narrow path of His righteousness; we fail to take up the shield of 
faith, which leaves us vulnerable to attack! Please remember—the 
enemy will always attempt to cause us to doubt the faithfulness of God; 
if we succumb to this deception, we lower the shield of faith and fall 
prey to spiritual harm.  

Please consider this, my brethren, if Satan can deceive us into doubt-
ing the faithfulness of God, he can then deceive us into doubting the 
truth of the Gospel! When we then doubt the Gospel truth, we fail to 
don the shoes of the Gospel which prepares us; which leads us to walk 
upon shaky ground with uncertainty of the path before us, and the truth 
which must be proclaimed! The first step to major defeat is to doubt 
the faithfulness of God; for this reason we must always expect attacks 
in this regard, and thus hold the shield of true faith before us soundly! 
It is unfortunate that the enemy through carnal teachings would attempt 
to convince us to trust in ourselves or in others who are without true 
faith; yet this reality can be prevalently witnessed, as Scripture is taken 
out of context for the purpose of appeasement. When Scripture is ma-
nipulated (adulterated), the strength of the Gospel is jeopardized by 
doubt and obscurity, thus leading to successful attacks by the enemy as 
by elimination of our spiritual safety barrier—the shield of faith! Never 
put down the shield of faith for anyone or anything, nor should anyone 
be followed who has failed to take up the shield of faith themselves; this 
including all who have no need of the shield of faith, as they are not of 
God although they claim to be! 

Many of the doctrines of works within Christendom have come forth 
from the enemy, through people who have failed to trust in the Lord; 
as they have never been known by Him. As aforementioned when atroc-
ities and deceptions have been committed under the rouse that “God 
wills it,” or “thus says the Lord,” this occurs because supposed spiritual 
men and women have led others; all of which having failed to under-
stand and trust in the truth and faithfulness of God and His Word, test 
all things according to Gospel truth, listen and wait for what the Lord 
may say. Having failed to place the shield before them; if actually known 
by God; the arrows of temptation from the enemy hit the target of 
men’s hearts, which then lead to the sinfulness of: arrogance, pride, 

2392 cf. 1 John 4:1-6; Romans 8:1-39.
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desertion from the faith, and the serving of “self.” Discipline to take up 
the shield of faith is imperative at all times, lest temptation become sin 
and distraction quickly and efficiently; causing spiritual hindrance upon 
not only ourselves, but also others. 
 
Note- Anyone, who manipulates the Gospel or teaches it out of context, 
should be denied immediately; lest the fiery dart of deception which 
has struck them, should strike others also. False doctrines (doctrines of 
demons) is easily inflicted upon anyone whose mindset is upon the flesh 
or world (carnally minded); therefore, all spiritual leadership must be 
examined carefully utilizing Gospel truth, for anyone seeking a right-
eousness of their own are incapable of submission unto the 
righteousness of God, and should be tested; this of course including the 
testing of oneself! The shield of faith which is of God, does not and 
cannot protect the carnal (illegitimate children), for the shield of faith 
is to protect those who are known by God (legitimate children); for it 
is by true disciplined devotional faith in God and God alone, that the 
shield of faith functions, and this by the power of the Lord which is 
rendered by grace! The shield is wielded derived from a blessing of God 
in the nurturing of an individual’s faith. 

Helmet of Salvation (Ephesians 6:17) 
In the actuality of form upon one’s head, the battle helmet was to protect 
the head from harm. This is in essence the same principle of the helmet 
of salvation, yet this is of a spiritual design within the realm of “faith,” 
so as to protect one’s thoughts.2393 

When we allow ourselves to focus upon the things of the world, 
we allow our thoughts to be misguided and varied. When we allow 
ourselves to focus upon the things of the world rather than the things 
of God, we set ourselves up to fail terribly!2394 The helmet of salvation 
is the protection afforded us by God’s grace; so that we may focus upon 
the Lord and the wonderful gift of salvation which the Lord has given 
to all who humbly, submissively, devotionally and obediently be-
lieve.2395 Please consider—salvation by grace is the greatest gift ever 

2393 cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17; Philippians 4:4-8. 
2394 cf. 1 John 2:12-17; James 4:1-6.
2395 cf. Luke 1:77-80; Philippians 3:7-14; Ephesians 2:4-10; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, 

specific vs. 3-5.
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given or conceived of; and how the doctrines of humankind and de-
ceptions of organized religion have caused hindrance so that millions 
have failed to accept the free gift through rejection or delusive en-
deavor. What a shame! 

Imagine being able to see the Lord Jesus in all of His glory; being 
likened to Him in purity in our glorified state (final element of salva-
tion); these will be two wonderful aspects of our eternity with Him!2396 
When the attack comes, please attempt to think of “salvation by grace”! 
In this fashion the helmet of salvation will not only protect from bad 
influences without; but will also protect the good thoughts within. 

When the understanding of one’s salvation according to God’s grace 
is fully realized, the individual realizes also the dire need of loyal obe-
dience.2397 Once loyalty has been founded within one’s heart and spirit 
(devotional choice), then the appropriate walk can become manifest to 
the humbled disciplined believer.2398 The appropriate walk then leads 
the disciple (learned pupil) to lead others in the ways of truth; thus al-
lowing the potential for all involved to focus upon the Lord in every 
aspect of life (thought, word and deed).2399  

When salvation by grace is but a passing or vague thought within 
us, then the helmet of salvation has not been donned so as to ward off 
attack. When the attack comes, as it surely will, it becomes virtually im-
possible to set our minds on things which are acceptable and pleasing 
to God; unless the Lord is maintained as our first and foremost imper-
ative!2400 It we then become tormented within our thoughts, the torment 
is sure to come forward as by our impatience, testiness, and aggressive 
demeanor. If we are to exhibit God’s blessings in our life, we must first 
realize His blessings, for cleansing from our sins and salvation are surely 
the greatest blessings we (or anyone) could ever hope for; these second 
only to being known by God (legitimate children; greatest blessing)! 
Because many of the enemy’s attacks will come in the form of distracting 
and/or disturbing thoughts, the helmet of salvation must never be taken 
off! With the attacks sure to come, defeat will predominately be the end 
result if we enter into battle failing to protect our thoughts; which leads 

2396 cf. 1 John 3:21-3; 1 Corinthians 13:12; 15:53-58.
2397 cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11; Ephesians 1:13-17; Hosea 6:6; Hebrews 5:8-10, specific v. 9.
2398 cf. Hebrews 6:10-12.
2399 cf. 1 Peter 3:14-17; 1 Timothy 4:16; Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:23-27.
2400 cf. Philippians 4:4-9; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Hebrews 12:1-3.
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assuredly to a lack of the appropriate focus upon the Lord necessary 
for righteous success.2401 
 
Personal Note: In Philippians 4:8 we find a sound base upon which 
we should allow our minds to dwell. This base being—whatever is true, 
honorable, right, pure, lovely, and of good repute (reputation; especially 
good reputation); additionally, anything of excellence and praise worthy. 
The one place where all of these righteous (right) things are found is 
in the Lord God of all creation (our: Creator, Savior, Lord, and King)! 
Because God is the author of salvation foundational to the measure of 
faith given to those created in His image spiritually (human beings), to 
allow our thoughts to dwell upon Him and His absolute: holiness, right-
eousness, purity, goodness, and brilliant creativity; allows a foundation 
of sound mind, thought, and actions, which deny the inappropriateness 
of the world and flesh. There is no foundation of our faith except Christ 
Jesus; therefore, please consider the importance of this “note statement,” 
and the strength to firmly wear the helmet of salvation that is made 
possible! Two other Scriptures worthy of mental thought processes are 
Matthew 22:36-40 and 2 Corinthians 10:5; if we take every thought 
captive to obedience regarding the first and foremost commandment, 
which is to love the Lord with all of our: heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
then our thoughts will remain permeable regarding the author and per-
fecter of our faith and salvation.  

Sword of the Spirit (Word of God) (Ephesians 6:17) 
Just as a sword was utilized both to attack and defend, so also the sword 
of spiritual warfare is also utilized to attack deception and defend the 
hope that is in us.2402 The Sword of the Spirit (Word of God) is ex-
tremely powerful and must be utilized with precision and grace; 
precision against the spiritual forces of evil which we fight, and grace 
upon the human beings caught up in the conflict.2403 As with any 
weapon of warfare, when the weapon is utilized properly (with true faith 
and love) it brings forth success; yet when utilized inappropriately brings 
forth defeat and/or harm.2404 True faith is necessary in order to receive 

2401 cf. 1 Peter 4:7-19.
2402 cf. Luke 21:10-15; Acts 26:16-18.
2403 cf. Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:15, 16; 3:16-4:4; 2 Peter 1:5-11.
2404 cf. 1 Corinthians 2:4, 5.
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the strength of the Lord to fight spiritual battles, and love is necessary 
as the spiritual battles are brought into the physical realm! 

The Word of God is the only offensive weapon found in the full 
armor of God. It is a stumbling block to the un-saved; the power of 
God to the drawn and saved.2405 Learn it, practice it, and utilize it! If 
anyone does not believe the gospel themselves, how can they make pro-
clamation devotionally? Simple fact, if anyone is not obedient to the 
Word of Truth, then they do not truly believe it; if it is not devotionally 
believed, it will not be wielded with disciplined precision!2406 

As aforementioned within the segment on the shoes of preparatory 
Gospel peace, the Word of God is never to be used as an attack weapon 
upon people! There are many religious zealots who utilize the Gospel 
in attempts to convince, convict, condemn, and justify; this is absolutely 
inappropriate and wrong, thus against Christ! The Scriptures are a love 
story pertaining to the Creator / creature distinction and relationship; 
which renders truth about all aspects of our lives in accordance to this 
distinctive relationship. When the Gospel is utilized inappropriately as 
by pride, arrogance, selfishness and brutality; the love story is dimin-
ished, whereby the relationship becomes lost in confusion and human 
foolishness. As ambassadors for Christ, we are to emphasize God’s ho-
liness, righteousness, love, and spiritual blessings to others; variations 
on the central theme of God’s purity, immensity, love, and grace cause 
lasting misunderstanding as to the reality of “reconciliation,” and there-
fore are not acceptable! Although we are to speak the Gospel truth to 
others in love, it would behoove us to remember that “love” is the key 
factor of our endeavors; love for God, love of the truth, and love for 
others regarding their salvation!2407 

Although many ministries throughout history have placed complete 
emphasis upon what believers should and should not do; our relation-
ship with the Lord is that which brings forth all such convictions, as 
God is allowed to both will and work for His own good pleasure!2408 
We speak the Gospel truth in love, yet human beings can never actually 
bring forth conviction upon another; for God alone is capable of chang-
ing the human heart, by nurturing through an individual’s spirit! As His 

2405 cf. Romans 1:16, 17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-29.
2406 cf. James 1:22-25; 2:14-26; Matthew 15:8-20.
2407 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
2408 cf. Proverbs 3:11, 12; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Hebrews 12:1-11.
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love is factually realized during His divine “drawing” process, love for 
Him becomes the result; thus in love we seek Him with disciplined sub-
missive diligence, and He fulfills the remainder!2409 The convictions 
brought forth by the living nature of the Gospel, is confirmed in our 
spirit by the Holy Spirit; yet with all submissiveness of spirit, a personal 
devotional surrender must precede the learning process; for we must 
prepare to receive God’s blessings, thus “denial of self” (personal carnal 
volition)! Our relationship with God is very intimate; He is never slow 
to teach and lead us, when we have prepared ourselves to learn and be 
led as by realization of His sovereignty and love. The Gospel is very 
powerful, yet the power must be received with disciplined humility and 
gratitude, in order to receive appropriate growth in righteousness! 
Please pray that you may submissively accept the Gospel truth, and the 
changes it will bring as you abide therein.2410 Individuals who refuse to 
gratefully accept Gospel truth within their essence (spirit), remain open 
to deception and the lustful desires of the flesh.2411 This is not necessary, 
if we would only deny “self” so as to allow proper focus upon the Lord; 
remain focused, and don the armor necessary for success, freedom and 
victory! Without “denial of self,” there cannot be focus upon the Lord; 
for where “self” (physical realm: focus, volition, and desires) remains, 
there can be no spiritual journeys or endeavors, as that which is of the 
Spirit and that which is of the flesh are in opposition one to the 
other!2412 Without denial of “self” there is no actual spiritual reality, 
only carnal: assumption, conjecture, delusion, and deception! 

Prayer (Ephesians 6:18) 
Prayer is an area within Christianity which very few have understanding; 
for prayer is not for the purpose of praying for oneself and one’s pos-
sessions, nor speaking many words from practiced rote! Prayer is 
communication with God, for the purpose of praise, supplication; 
thanksgiving, and worship; gaining wisdom, understanding, knowledge, 
instruction, and special revelation; for fulfillment of purpose in accor-
dance to God’s righteous leadership, nurturing, and anointing! Unlike 
the prevalent belief within believers that prayer is a time for making 

2409 John 6:44-65, specific vs. 44, 45; 14:6.
2410 cf. John 8:31-36.
2411 cf. Romans 1:26-32; Colossians 2:18-23.
2412 cf. Galatians 5:16-26, specific v. 17.
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selfish request of God for personal pleasures and benefits, the fact re-
mains that prayer in a personal context is a time for supplication 
regarding increased faith, servanthood and humility. As God’s grace is 
sufficient to meet our needs, failure to realize this fact leads to focusing 
upon the physical realm (flesh; earthy), which leads to walking by sight; 
not by faith.2413 

I find it hideous that most believers pray for “things” in the physical 
realm, or they always expect to receive answers to prayer regarding their 
own volition; whereas the Scriptures state that our prayers are to be 
aligned with God’s good, acceptable and perfect will, and therefore the 
kind intention of His will, which directs us “spiritually.”2414 When we 
pray for, and expect most or all of God’s blessings to be in the physical 
realm, we are guilty of idolatry! When our focus and desires are upon 
our own flesh and upon the world, we are not seeking to walk within 
God’s will for our sanctification; this being a sign of walking by sight, 
not by faith. Let us take a generalized look at what God’s will is for hu-
manity, and for individuals. 

HUMANITY 

That none should perish, but that all may come to a knowledge of 1.
truth and/or repentance; non-believers (former), those who had 
once faced toward God (latter); for the purpose of understanding 
regarding our necessity for Jesus (Messiah / Savior / Lord / King) 
and thereby salvation (former), or the necessity to return focus upon 
the Lord (latter)!2415  
The return of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the revealed will of God 2.
that Christ return to once again draw His chosen people (the Jews) 
unto Himself, and bring peace and righteousness to this world 
currently abounding with torment and lawlessness; this will occur 
during Jesus` millennial reign. By the behavior of many believers, it 
is made difficult for those without Scripture knowledge to realize 
that there is yet prophesy to be fulfilled.2416 Although we are to be 
at peace with all others, so far as it depends on us; for believers to 

2413 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 12:7-10.
2414 cf. 1 Corinthians 2:1-4:5; Ephesians 1:3-2:22; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-25; 1 John 5:14-21.
2415 cf. John 3:3-21; 2 Timothy 2:3-13; 2 Peter 3:8, 9.
2416 cf. Revelation 1:1-22:21; 1 Corinthians 15:1-58; Matthew 24:1-25:46; 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17.
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hope for peace on this earth without Christ’s glorious return, is 
absurd.2417 For believers to attempt to change the government, yet 
believing peace can be obtained through Christian effort on a 
planetary scale, is also absurd. The Scriptures state that the world 
will become a place of great: distress, selfishness, sexual immorality, 
usage of sorcery (Greek—pharmakeia; from which is derived—
pharmacy, pharmaceuticals) during the end times.2418 The Scriptures 
also state that many will continue to study and yet fail in coming to 
knowledge of the truth; this because of continued focus upon secular 
things, including fleshly indulgences, rather than upon our glorious 
Lord! These are realities which cannot be denied; although many 
would attempt to do so as by wishful thinking, fantasy, being 
deceived, and/or fear of the truth! 

 
As believers, we are to reach other individuals with the good news of the 
Gospel. Because it is true that God saves individuals and not groups or 
categories of peoples, many believers waste valuable time in their attempts 
to evade the inevitable return of Christ, as by denying prophesy yet to 
be fulfilled. I have never read in the Scriptures where it says that we are 
to fight or pray against God’s will, nor attempt to change the harshness 
of the world for the sake of our own carnal comforts. I do note in Scripture 
that God said we would have suffering, tribulation and persecution as 
His legitimate children, and that we are to seek comfort from Him within 
our affliction.2419 Because His return is nearer now than when we first 
believed, I think we should stop wasting valuable time in conjecture, as-
sumption, and religiosity; rather reaching others with the truth of the 
Gospel, while saying with sincerity “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”2420 

INDIVIDUALS 

That in sorrow of what is occurring in the world; we would become 1.
disciplined humbled servants, and seekers of God’s righteous will to 
be accomplished in our lives and in the lives of others; thus focusing 
our prayers accordingly.2421 

2417 cf. Romans 12:1-21.
2418 cf. Luke 17:26-37; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 4:1-4.
2419 cf. 2 Timothy 3:10-17.
2420 cf. 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17; Philippians 1:27-30; 3:7-14; 

2 Timothy 1:8-14; Hebrews 2:10-18; 1 Peter 2:18-25; 3:13-5:11; quote—Revelation 22:20.
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Individual sanctification. Sanctification, being made holy and 2.
separate from the ways of the world as His beloved legitimate 
adopted children is commanded; not requested! At the point of our 
conversion by faith, we were “set apart unto Him” (definitive 
sanctification). Upon true knowledge of the experience, we then 
submit to receive His grace to live a holy life, which demonstrates 
our position in Him to be a reality as by our changed mindset and 
demeanor; for we become students and servants of the truth, 
unwavering in our obedience to it (progressive sanctification).2422 

 
That believers place their focus upon the Lord. Although there are 3.
many distractions which surround us, the harm comes when the 
distractions unfortunately become our focus. There is but one God, 
Lord and Savior, by no other means than His grace can we be saved! 
We are not saved by doctrine, human programs nor teachings, any 
form of human works, organized secular religion, human intellect 
nor prowess; for it is solely by a personal relationship with Jesus 
(spiritual relational reality) and the giving and receiving of His grace, 
that we are saved and empowered for freedom and victory!2423 

 
When the Lord indicated to us that He willed us to separate ourselves 
from the ways of the world so as to draw closer unto Him, He intended 
that we were never to allow our relationship with Him to be jeopardized 
by friendship with the world. It amazes me how multitudes of believers 
have no concern for the desolation of their faith and relationship with 
God;s beyond deluded religious assumption; yet rather concern them-
selves only with how they may fit into this world; this is the direct result 
of never sacrificially loving the Lord, for without disciplined sacrifice of 
personal volition there is never an actual motive to submit unto God, 
which is the initial stage of resisting the devil!2424 This directly evidences 
the truth that multitudes of confessing believers have no idea whatsoever 
of the imperative of God’s spiritual preparatory and continuous work! 

2421 cf. 2 Corinthians 7:9-11; Galatians 1:3-10; James 4:7-5:20.
2422 cf. John 18:36, 37; Romans 12:1-21; 15:1-13; Ephesians 4:11-32; 6:1-24; 1 

Thessalonians 4:1-12; 1 Timothy 6:1-21; 2 Timothy 2:5-4:8; 2 Peter 2:1-22; 1 John 3:1-24; 
2 John 1:1-11; Mark 3:32-35.

2423 cf. Matthew 22:1-14, 36-40; Romans 8:1-39; John 8:31-36; Galatians 5:1-26; 
1 Peter 1:13-2:25; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; 1 John 5:4, 5; Hebrews 10:1-39.

2424 cf. James 4:7-10, specific v. 7.
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This is the reason why many (I contend—most) believers never make 
supplication unto the Lord for guidance prior to stepping forth, but 
rather do as they wish or will (personal volition) and expect God to go 
along for the ride; as if He would be their acquaintance upon the broad 
path which leads to carnal spiritual destruction! Although there are many 
things in this life which believers are not to participate in, the many 
(most) couldn’t seem to care less as they move forward, never having 
made supplication for guidance nor rendering a moment of their precious 
time eagerly listening for what the Lord may say. Far too many believers 
go through life never having received the Lord’s guidance, for they are 
not concerned with holiness, righteousness, disciplined obedience, or 
the will of the one true God. Most believers seek fulfillment of their own 
volition, and thereby remain deceived into believing the wrong standards 
of success as set forth by the world; which forces hostility with God, as 
the carnal individuals actually make themselves enemies of God by selfish 
choice; by ignorance or not, this reality exists!2425  

I find it pathetic that most believers believe that prayer is a one sided 
aspect of conversation, whereas they choose to always speak and never 
listen! The fact of the matter is that prayer is communication, which 
signifies that both parties both speak and listen; thus as God is greater 
than us in every way, it would be wise if we would listen more than we 
talk when in prayer, yet this is rarely the case.2426 Do we learn while 
talking, or listening; who has greater wisdom, understanding, and knowl-
edge, us or God? 

Something wonderful happens when we learn to listen diligently for 
what the Lord may say! Although I will not discuss personal fellowship 
with the Lord, for this is an aspect of one’s personal relationship with 
God that is actually ineffable; I will mention communication regarding 
our heavenly Teacher.2427 In regards to study of the Gospel, it is abso-
lutely true that the Lord will teach us great and mighty things which 
we do not currently know; by implantation of the Gospel truth (Gospel 
reality) into our spirit!2428 Although many (I would tend to think most) 
believers have no idea as to the blessing of being taught personally by 
the Lord (within actual fellowship with Him), some (dare I say few, 

2425 cf. James 4:3-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
2426 cf. James 1:19-25; emphasized—Isaiah 55:1-13.
2427 cf. Matthew 23:8-12.
2428 cf. Jeremiah 33:3; James 1:21.

The Big If 901



remnant; disciplined devotional Christians) have come to realize the 
tremendous blessing received when He does! The greatest difficulties 
regarding receiving from God, is the fact that most believers do not 
listen when they pray, pray with wrong motives, pray contrary to God’s 
will, pray selfishly. 
 
Personal Note: Having spoken to countless individuals who claim 
abounding understanding of the Gospel and fellowship with God; and 
this many times after only a short period following accepting Jesus as 
Savior; the more they speak and I listen, the truth is revealed that most 
have little understanding at all regarding God and the Gospel; although 
in prideful arrogance they refuse to admit the truth. Upon saying—let 
us continue this conversation taking every statement captive to the 
Gospel, only a tiny few were willing; lest the truth of their prideful ar-
rogance be instantly exposed. Only a tiny few (remnant) of the tiny few 
who were courageous enough to go forth conversing with the backing 
of Gospel truth, were mature enough to confess their ignorance of the 
Gospel, which on occasion allowed an open door for continued discus-
sion and learning; for most have never read the Bible, nonetheless 
actually studied it, and in pride refuse to admit the fact even to them-
selves (fatuity)! How it is that multitudes are willing to lie regarding 
their understanding of Scripture torments me; for if deception comes 
forth so easily by the many, how can they possibly believe they have an 
appropriate righteous relationship with the Lord God of truth and 
light!2429 Lying is not an option for true disciplined assiduous and ve-
racious Christians; therefore, it is truly good advice that each of us test 
ourselves to see if we are actually God’s legitimate child!2430 I have never 
done this to be mean or spiteful, or because of: vain glory, efficacy, ped-
antry, or to emphasize any specific, but rather out of altruism to keep 
all conversations regarding the Gospel out in the light of Gospel reality; 
for any and all deceptive behavior is against God, and opens the door 
to both delusion, and demonic influence! I simply hope that folks will 
awaken from their spiritual slumber, so as to come out into the light of 
truth where God can work and the reality imperatives be realized 
(Romans 13:10-14)! Most believers have no idea the plethora of lies 

2429 cf. 1 John 1:6-8.
2430 cf. 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
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which are vomited out toward God’s devotional servants, and the pa-
tience we must maintain in love; nor do they realize who is holding 
them captive to do his will, and why we (God’s veracious servants) must 
show the err of deception; by severity if necessary, as we cannot resort 
to subterfuge when there is evidence of captivity to demonic in-
fluence!2431 To God’s anointed servants of truth and light, God is first 
and foremost (everything), without exception, compromise or excuse; 
therefore, in love we will do what we must!  

A considerable amount of the torment which is felt by us (Lord’s 
servants) when treated deceptively, is the fact of prevalent pride which 
is evident in those who lie without remorse or conviction of wrong-
doing; this more so when they are deceptive regarding God and the 
Scriptures! The individual themselves cause only a portion of the tor-
ment, as they are obviously unaware of the dangers which they face, 
because of the blinding effects of foolish adolescent (stubborn) pride 
which accompanies a lifetime of carnal insecurity; the greater portion 
of the torment being that we realize how easily and effectively demons 
can attack and take individuals captive through pride based deception; 
which obscures all ability to see clearly the dangers of the battle being 
faced! The evidence of these encounters also brings forth the harsh 
reality that the individual may not be a legitimate child of God; for 
God is opposed to foolish adolescent stubborn and rebellious pride, 
because of its effects regarding obscurity of the light of truth! This is 
why childish stubborn pride must be driven from children during rear-
ing years; lest the pride continue to adversely affect a righteous 
relationship with the Lord, even from the very beginning!2432 It must 
be understood, if an individual makes a confession of faith from a foun-
dation of selfish (adolescent; stubborn) pride and motive, the confession 
will not be accepted by the Lord unto salvation; for as pride causes op-
position against God, all confessions unto salvation must be made 
during a moment of acquiescence, for only humility will confess the 
imperative need to succumb unto the authority of Christ (Jesus as 
Lord—Romans 10:8-13, specific v. 9; cf. John 6:44, 45; Hebrews 5:9, 
10)! If the time of the confession of faith is factually foundational to 
adolescent pride and selfishness solely to save “oneself,” then demons 

2431 cf. Romans 11:20-24; 2 Corinthians 13:9, 10; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; James 5:19, 20.
2432 cf. Proverbs 8:13; 11:2, 3; 16:4, 5, 18-20; 21:23, 24; 22:6, 15; 23:11-14.
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will immediately invade the mindset of the individual so that they be-
lieve themselves to be saved, although not; this is directly because the 
“confession” was made completely aloof the reality of God and the re-
ality of the Christ (glory of Christ)!2433 This is easily evinced in a person 
who maintains adolescent (stubborn) pride throughout their lifetime; 
when there is no evidence of a changed life which is from God even 
after years of a professed relationship! “Pride” is truly a very powerful 
foe which has led multiple millions astray of truth and reality through-
out the generations; this is why God is opposed to it, and why “self” 
(and all of its characteristics) must be denied, if a relationship with the 
Lord is to begin or continue!  

Attempts to pray while abounding with self-centered pride is useless; 
for without acquiescence the fact of the maintained pride is sin, and 
when sin remains within an individual without remorse or a willingness 
to turn from it, the Lord will not hear!2434 If anyone’s supposed rela-
tionship with God is all about “self,” it is deluded and delusive; for God 
renders grace by which we are saved and led in righteousness because 
of who He is; not because of who we are, or think we are (arrogance)! 
Foolish adolescent pride is an aspect of our sinful nature which has and 
will continue to lead to the eternal demise of multitudes!  

I have known very few believers (including pastors, ministers and 
teachers) who have persevered past the distractions instigated by de-
monic enemies, so as to receive the wonderful blessing of God 
personally teaching them. This blessing is such that if it has been re-
ceived once; diligent persistence becomes necessary within the 
individual, lest it never occur again. When we enter into study of God’s 
Word (the Gospel) the enemy attacks with every conceivable distraction 
and/or form of compromising thought; this of course because Satan 
does not want us to submit to the power of the Word of God; which 
could lead to our abiding in the Lord!2435 If and when we persevere bey-
ond the distractions and forms of compromise (generally derived from 
a foundation of “self”), we enter into a realm of complete peace and 
focus. This may take several hours to accomplish, yet this is time well 
spent! At a point of God’s choosing, if a criterion is met (disciplined ac-

2433 cf. Matthew 16:24-27; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6, specific vs. 3, 4.
2434 cf. Psalm 66:18-20; James 4:13-17.
2435 cf. Hebrews 4:12, 13; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; John 8:31-36; 15:1-10; 1 John 2:21-29; 4:12, 13; 

2 John 1:8-11.
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quiescence and humility), the Lord Himself begins to teach us, leading 
to surety of the meaning behind the words; thus certainty and clarity 
of truth.2436 The criterion aforementioned begins with: prayer, confes-
sion of known sin, and supplication for truth.2437 When the criterion is 
met and the Lord has begun to teach His child, many Scriptures which 
had never held sound meaning for us or confused us, become clear and 
concise; leading to our wondering why we never understood the reality 
of the context before this point. When the Lord teaches us the essence 
of His Word (Gospel reality), certainty of knowledge becomes the prev-
alent factor; for although we know in part many things, those things 
taught us by the Lord are known with precise certainty. This is the es-
sence of Biblical knowledge! 

If you have never made time for God in your life, I would request that 
you do so; for with minimal effort to find time, demonic influence will 
assuredly cause distractions to deter from this righteous expenditure of 
time! If you have never spent an entire day or more in prayer and in the 
study of the Gospel, please consider doing so. There is no greater blessing 
then to have the Lord God of all creation personally teach you, and guide 
you upon the path He has chosen specifically for you! Not I, nor anyone 
else can guide nor lead another upon the path God has chosen for them; 
only the Lord Himself can accomplish such a blessing which leads to an 
individual’s sanctification and growth.2438 If you regularly go forth without 
first asking the Lord’s guidance, please learn to begin your day in prayer 
and wait patiently for the Lord’s instruction; prior to going forth, lest 
stumbling blindly become the outcome. Far too many believers go 
through life never having received the Lord’s masterful guidance and in-
struction! Please dare to be of the few (remnant) that truly trust in the 
Lord as by disciplined submission, obedience, humility, and faith; for al-
though multitudes may do according to the standards of the world, the 
Lord told His legitimate children—“come out from their midst and be 
separate” (2 Corinthians 6:17b), and thus the answer is given! Are we will-
ing to wait patiently to receive the appropriate answer and walk 
accordingly upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness, or will we con-
tinue to walk blindly upon the wide path which leads to carnal spiritual 

2436 cf. Psalm 66:16-20; John 4:16, 17; 16:13-15; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6. 
2437 cf. 1 John 1:8-2:2; James 1:2-12; 4:3-10.
2438 cf. James 1:16-27; 1 John 2:27-29.
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destruction? The answer rests with each of us individually! Please don 
the full armor of God, remaining separate from a lost and dying world, 
secure within the grace, strength, lovingkindness, and mercies of the Lord! 

The Son of Man Is Our Example 
Jesus our Lord was fully God and fully man.2439 He was raised to be a 
carpenter, as had his dad.2440 As a carpenter, Jesus had slivers in His hands, 
blisters, calluses, pains, and the same temptations as any layman.2441 

The aforementioned pieces of God’s armor are only complete when 
joined by the most powerful piece of armor available to both Jesus and 
us. This piece of armor was utilized by Jesus habitually throughout His 
physical existence upon the earth, which demonstrated to each of us the 
necessity of its use in all that we do. What is it? Answer = Praying in the 
Spirit!2442 Although some have said that “praying in the Spirit” is “speak-
ing in tongues,” this is not at all correct! Speaking in tongues was a 
necessity during times long ago, when the language barrier between 
towns and provinces caused hindrance to the spreading of the Gospel. 
Although speaking in tongues yet occurs for appropriate reasons, it no 
longer holds necessity in outward manifestations as it once did; nor does 
it have anything whatsoever to do with praying in the Spirit.2443 Because 
we now have bibles written in most known languages, open manifesta-
tions of praying in tongues is not of consequence as it once was. Some 
denominations say that speaking in tongues is the manifested proof that 
we have the Holy Spirit; yet this is a deception, as evil and perverse gen-
erations seek for a sign because they have placed their focus upon the 
physical realm (religiosity), while lacking the faith of a mustard seed.2444 
Praying in the Holy Spirit is to focus upon the Lord, and allow Him to 
perform the conversation for both parties in and of Himself; in this the 
believer remains focused and is quiet, submissive, and blessed.2445 

The fact that Jesus Himself utilized the full armor of God is evident 
in all that He did.2446 He utilized the Sword of the Spirit,2447 the 

2439 ref. The Son of Man - Matthew 13:37-43, John 1:1, 2; 14:9, 10; Philippians 2:5-11.
2440 Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3.
2441 Hebrews 2:18; 4:15.
2442 ref. Ephesians 6:18-20.
2443 1 Corinthians 12: 28-31; 13:8-10; 14:5-40.
2444 Luke 11:21-36.
2445 Romans 8:18-30, specific vs. 26, 27.
2446 John 5:19-23.
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Breastplate of Righteousness and the Helmet of Salvation,2448 the Shoes 
of the preparatory Gospel of Peace,2449 the Girdle of Truth,2450 the Shield 
of Faith,2451 and prayer.2452 If Jesus utilized the full armor of God even 
though He had within Himself the complete power of God; we would 
be foolish to believe we can fight spiritual battles and very powerful spir-
itual foes, without donning (continually) the armor ourselves!2453 

Jesus was a man of compassion and love.2454 This is demonstrated 
in how He felt the sorrow of others;2455 His anger when supposed spir-
itual leaders led others astray;2456 the way in which He through love 
endured such humiliation, pain, and suffering when He accepted the 
punishment for our sins in our stead.2457  

In all things that our Lord did, He demonstrated without hypocrisy 
the entirety He called each of us to be accountable for.2458 He never: 
lied, stole, had illicit sex, dishonored His mother and Father, coveted, 
worshipped false gods, murdered, violated the law, or involved Himself 
with inappropriate traditions and rituals! The human aspect of our 
Lord was true in every detail, as He never deceived anyone at any time; 
this He did by properly utilizing the measure of faith fully and com-
pletely! This is the Lord I pray all would come to know and serve! We 
are truly blessed when we are obedient to this One who has loved us, 
and shown (by example) the way which we should go!2459 Although 
Jesus was perfect in His human walk upon the earth, and we are not 
by any means; the fact remains that we can humbly submit to Him, be 
prayerful and obedient in following Him, and stayed from the different 
forms of permanent harm brought forth by the world. Please be hum-
bled in the Lord, and don the full armor of God for true: success, 
freedom, and victory.

2447 Matthew 4:4-11.
2448 Isaiah 59:16, 17; Hebrews 4:14-16; 12:1-3.
2449 Mark 1:15, 39; Luke 8:1-3.
2450 Matthew 22:16; John 8:45; 14:6; 17:17.
2451 John 19:11.
2452 Matthew 14:23; Mark 6:46; 14:34-39; Luke 6:12.
2453 2 Peter 3:17, 18; 1 Corinthians 15:1, 2; 16:13; Ephesians 6:11-13; Philippians 2:5-7; 4:1; 

1 Thessalonians 3:6-8; 2 Thessalonians 2:16, 17; 1 John 2:1-6; John 17:7-26.
2454 1 John 4:8-10; Revelation 1:4-6.
2455 John 11:5, 35.
2456 Matthew 23:1-36.
2457 Hebrews 2:14-18; 5:7-10; John 10:11-18; Romans 3:21-31; 1 John 4:7-10.
2458 1 John 2:3-7; 1 Peter 2:21-25.
2459 James 1:25; John 10:1-5; 15:1-16:33; Colossians 2:6-10; Romans 13:11-14.
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CHAPTER TEN 

TESTING OURSELVES 

WE SHOULD TEST OURSELVES  to see if we are in the faith.2460 It 
would not be pleasurable to hear we were never known by the Lord, 
when all has been said and done! Let us consider carefully the charac-
teristics of a non-believer with those of a Christian, and thus gain 
understanding as to the behavior which the Lord seeks to be prevalent 
in the lives of His adopted legitimate children; as He conforms us to 
the image of Jesus. With the forthcoming Biblical characteristics, please 
remember that our victory is by faith; therefore it is God’s work within 
us which conforms us to the behavior which is pleasing to Him.2461 IT 
IS NOT OUR DOING, BUT RATHER HIS ACTIONS; BEING 
ACHIEVED ONLY BY FAITH AND TRUST IN THE LORD, 
AND THE HUMBLE RECEIVING OF HIS GRACE! 

I have had many professing believers say that they believe being 
“born again” was some sort of religious fad. Being “born again” is not 
only not a religious fad, it is an absolute necessity if we are to inherit 
the kingdom of God.2462 Being “born again” of the Spirit is necessary, 
lest we remain illegitimate children and not sons and daughters of God; 
for illegitimacy is to be outside the marriage supper of the Lamb, and 
thus also the kingdom of heaven!2463 Please consider the warning by 
our Lord to those who believed themselves to be serving Him, when 
in fact they were never known by the Lord as being His own. This is in 
fact a warning to professing (supposed) believers, for non-believers 
would not consider themselves to be servants of Christ. 

 
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven. “Many will say to Me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and 

2460 2 Corinthians 13:4-8.
2461 Philippians 1:2-11; 2:5-16.
2462 John 3:3-7.
2463 Revelation 19:7-9; 22:11-17.



in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform 
many miracles?’ “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS.’ 

MINDSET 

Increased knowing and serving the Lord, begins with placing our 
thoughts to be in line with His good, acceptable and perfect will; this 
is accomplished by strict discipline, and humble devotional obedience 
to the first and foremost commandment!2464 This is the imperative of 
placing “self” aside, so as to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.2465 God’s pro-
phetic will for mankind is to lead us to the return of Jesus Christ; this 
made evident as the prophecy of Revelation describes that which must 
occur. The Lord rendered this prophecy so that we may be prepared 
for the inevitable, thereby allowing us the necessary knowledge so as 
to stay from fighting against His will; as do many! The mindset of all 
believers in Christ should be upon the “blessed hope” of His return 
(thus upon Christ); for this blessed occurrence of God’s intervention, 
ushers in His kingdom and also our eternity with Him.2466 

Most believers remain busy placing full focus upon aspects of their 
current lives while yet in the corporeal body; thus serving “self”! The 
Scriptures state that our focus (mindset) is to be upon Him, His de-
struction of sin, and the coming of His eternal kingdom which He will 
bring forth after His millennial reign.2467 It is by focus upon Him that 
our minds will dwell upon those things which are excellent and worthy 
of praise; for as can be witnessed by the footnote Philippians passages, 
the Lord is in fact: true, honorable, righteous, pure, lovely and of good 
repute!2468 Most believers behave like non-believers, because they set 
their minds upon the same carnal lusts and secular desires. If the Lord 
is truly our focus, then we look beyond our current life by donning the 
helmet of salvation daily! Are we reminded of our “blessed hope” of 
eternity with him in churches today, or do we constantly hear of that 
which involves our flesh? Are we led to focus our minds upon the Lord, 

2464 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40.
2465 Matthew 16:24-27.
2466 Revelation 11:15-17.
2467 Philippians 3:15-21; 1 Peter 1:13-16; Hebrews 12:1-11; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18.
2468 Philippians 4:4-9.
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or are we instructed by church leadership to live for “self” in the mo-
ment? Listening to most church sermons in our current age (Laodicean 
church), it is hard to remember that God has prophecy yet to be fulfilled; 
thus we fail to look to God’s incredible bringing forth of righteousness 
and peace.2469 Please remember—if what is taught you in church is not 
helping you to focus spiritually upon the Lord, it is generally teaching 
you to focus upon the physical realm, which entices a foundation of 
human endeavor which is very displeasing to God. All sin is derived 
from the desires of “self,” as it is “self” which allows temptation to be-
come sin! Seeking that which is for the “here and now” rather than 
God’s kingdom and righteousness, is actually the exact opposite of God’s 
instruction to us; therefore being opposite Scripture instruction—it is 
sin; as “self” wants it both ways! This emphasized by the mindset of the 
carnal and apostate church at Laodicea (the current-day church, 
A.D.1954 - present—Revelation 3:14-22). 

To walk by faith is to set one’s mind upon the Lord; including His 
return. To walk by sight is to set one’s mind on the things of the flesh, 
and of this world.2470 Walking by faith is truly a matter of one’s mindset 
and motivation, for as human beings we will definitely go in the direc-
tion of which we have set our minds and hearts. Are we so fearful of the 
truth that we would choose not to set our minds upon the things of 
God? Are we fearful that God may see the reality of our fleshly existence, 
should we turn toward Him? The fact remains that He sees all things 
from heaven, thus He already knows the very essence (motives) of our 
mindset and demeanor! As He knows the wretched results of inappro-
priate focus, He has blessed us with the standards necessary to avoid 
such behavior; for truly His grace is sufficient!2471 Are we paying heed 
to His warnings, or falling prey to the wiles of Satan (ruler of this world) 
on a regular basis? If we will choose to set our minds upon the Lord, 
He will cleanse us from our unrighteousness; teaching us our purpose 
of life through personal anointing!2472 We can fear, or we can dwell 
within the most powerful love in the universe—His love! His attention 
is upon us, shall we not bountifully and devotionally set our attention 
fully upon Him! We need not walk in ignorance or fear, for the reality 

2469 cf. Revelation 3:14-22.
2470 Romans 8:5-11; Philippians 1:25-30.
2471 Romans 1:16-2:16.
2472 1 John 2:27.
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of saving faith can in fact be witnessed when we focus upon Him; and 
are led to walk accordingly!2473 Knowledge of Him and of the reality 
His perfect love casts out both ignorance and fear, respectively; replacing 
them (ignorance and fear) with surety of His faithfulness! The spiritual 
relational reality (actual saving relationship) is far reaching from the 
religious conjecture and assumption of multitudes! 

Are we prepared for Christ’s return to take us home (caught up; 
Rapture), or will we be taken by surprise and feel ashamed when He 
comes?2474 Note—although many religious denominations claim that 
Christ now rules from heaven through the “Church,” Scripture makes 
it evident that this is incorrect; as He reigns within the spirit of His le-
gitimate children currently (indwelling), and will personally reign in 
righteousness and peace upon this earth after the Tribulation Period.2475 
Believers who think this world is being ruled in righteousness and peace 
under human leadership, or that humankind can in any way bring such 
a reign to this earth; should awaken from their fantasy slumber; for they 
believe contrary to the revealed Gospel truth!2476 Only the One who is 
omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing), and omnipresent 
(everywhere present) can bring peace to His creation (the earth and liv-
ing creatures)! Preparedness is a matter of one’s mindset, for minds set 
upon the Lord seek His blessings in ways far reaching from one’s cor-
poreal existence; thus claiming victory by reliance upon the promises 
(faithfulness) of God!  

As a man or woman thinks; so they are. If we maintain the mindset 
of being the children of God, then our thoughts will be maintained 
upon pleasing Him; thus in all our ways we acknowledge Him, so He 
may make our paths straight. If we maintain a mindset of being just 
another individual upon this planet, then our thoughts will wander 
within the carnal mindset of attempting to prove our worth as by com-
fort, prestige, riches, or physical strength. If our mindset is upon the 
Lord, then our lives will be led in a manner so as to demonstrate that 
He is our focus and strength, and serving Him our desire! If our mind-
set is upon “self” or the secular world, then our actions will demonstrate 
that God is neither our focus nor desire; thus our lives will be lived in 

2473 Romans 8:12-17.
2474 Hebrews 12:25-29; 1 Peter 3:10-12; 2 Peter 3:3-9; 1 John 2:28-3:3.
2475 Isaiah 65:17-25.
2476 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; John 4:22-26.
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a manner which displeases God, as friendship with the world causes 
enmity with God.2477 The choice is ours, being derived from our reality 
of being God’s legitimate children, or failure thereof.2478 Although in-
dividuals may be saved by God’s grace (legitimate children), if both 
mindset and behavior never indicate the saving relational reality, the 
potential always exists that the individuals are not actually saved and 
therefore—illegitimate children, who have remained deceived during 
the entirety of their lifetime, regarding being within a relationship 
which never existed in reality! If God is present in an individual, there 
will be change as they are conformed to the image of Christ; if change 
never occurs, something is terribly wrong and investigation (testing) 
of oneself should be forthcoming immediately; for God’s ability to both 
will and work for His own good pleasure must be evident in His le-
gitimate children!2479 

TRUE LOVE OPPOSES CARNAL EMOTIONS 

The love which is from God is spiritual in nature (agape); this com-
pletely different than the three forms of emotional love which are of 
the world and flesh (Greek—philew, agapaw, eros)! The love which is 
of God’s fruit (agape—unconditional, selfless, and sacrificial), cannot be 
taught or perceived in the physical realm of this earth; but rather is im-
planted by God Himself into His legitimate children in accordance to 
His immense and intimate grace and lovingkindness.2480 When we at-
tempt to emulate God’s agape love, we fail terribly; for this love is 
received humbly through faith, and then rendered by the believer in 
their very demeanor as exhibited by the masterful leadership of God 
through His grace. This form of love is that which sets true Christians 
apart from others; for we love “just because,” not “because of”! The 
manifested love of God within humble believers is pure and undefiled; 
holding to no aspect of “self”! The love of this world is foundational to 
“self”; for worldly love always desires something in return! Which form 
of love is most expressed by individuals for others? If the love empha-
sized in our character (very demeanor) is one of the physical realm alone 
(wanton, selfish, and lustful), then we are not exhibiting the love of God 

2477 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
2478 John 1:12, 13; Romans 8:12-30; Ephesians 5:1-21; Hebrews 12:7-11.
2479 Hebrews 5:8-6:6, emphasis vs. 5:9, 10 and 6:3; 12:7, 8.
2480 1 John 4:11-5:3.
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(pure, undefiled and selfless); thus—heed of warning should take place! 
Do many professing believers have superficial, short lasting relation-
ships; demonstrating only the selfish love of the world? Should not the 
selfless characteristics of Christian love be far different from the selfish 
characteristics of a worldly love? This is the Apostle Paul’s emphasis of 
the love necessary for appropriate Christian service; for individuality 
(personal volitional desire; carnal emotions) has no place in true 
Christian servitude or ministry.2481  

When we seek our own volitional emotions to take precedence over 
doing all for the glory of God and edification for others, we in fact seek 
and accept recognition for our actions. When seeking to obtain rec-
ognition for ourselves, we allow the focus of others which should always 
remain upon the Lord by faith, to be brought into the physical realm; 
leading others to walk by sight. It is this type of inappropriate behavior 
which leads others to focus upon their pastors, ministers, teachers and 
other assorted religious leaders, for supposed spiritual victory. In reality, 
this leads to bondage in the physical realm, having failed to trust in God 
who is the only surety of our spiritual existence! Please remember—
our victory over the ways of the world is solely by faith; thus without 
focusing our trust and hope in God by faith, we will be ensnared into 
the ways of the world.2482 Please consider God’s commandments to all 
within the Body of Christ—to love Him first and foremost, and all 
others as much, if not more, than we love ourselves.2483 These confirmed 
by the eleventh commandment—“love one another.”2484 Our failures 
into sin begin with our disobedience to the aforementioned two com-
mandments for the Body of Christ. Victory begins with placing “self” 
aside for the glory of God and the edification of others, as the “denial 
of self” is the first step in following Jesus! If this initial first step is not 
taken, then all progressive steps thereafter will be steps of one’s own 
volition; not according to the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God! 
Pride in attempts to lead, or humility to follow Jesus; the choice rests 
with each of us, and is truly a matter of our insincere or sincere choices; 
respectively. The words of individuals may deceive both “self” and 
others; fruits evidence truth!2485 

2481 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, emphasis vs. 4-7.
2482 1 John 2:12-17; 5:1-5; James 4:1-17.
2483 Matthew 22:36-40; Philippians 2:1-4.
2484 John 13:34, 35.
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PHYSICAL ACTIONS 

Some have said “let go and let God.” In one very important context, 
this is correct; for we must “let go” of our pride and selfish volition at 
His throne of grace, and thereby allow Him to bring forth change ac-
cording to the kind intention of His will, conforming us to the image 
of Jesus!2486 This phrase “let go and let God,” is not correct in any 
context when we feel He should lead our lives aside from walking within 
His righteousness, imputed to us by grace through faith.2487 It is also 
incorrect if and when we feel we have no decisions to be made, for it is 
our choice whether to: submit to the Holy Spirit, or not; commit sin 
or not; live lustfully or not; allow temptation to become sin or not; etc. 
We can allow God to nurture us and exalt us at the proper time, or we 
can choose our own volition of the flesh; thereby denying (our choice) 
spiritual growth and the reception of God’s blessings. This is a very fine 
line upon which we tread; for we cannot seek to establish our own right-
eousness, nor deny walking within His, if we are to gain and maintain 
victory in the faith.2488 The Lord has blessed true (assiduous; acqui-
escent) believers with abounding grace, which enables and empowers 
us to take our thoughts captive to obedience to Christ; this as God’s 
power is rendered in accordance to the manifestation of His righteous-
ness involved within the kind intention of His will!2489 Apart from God’s 
manifest righteousness and power, we can do nothing appropriately 
pleasing to Him; for it is God who wills and works for His own good 
pleasure within His legitimate children!2490 The Lord’s grace can be 
grasped for the purposeful intent of His freely giving it; or it can be 
taken for granted and thereby denied or rejected, resulting in further 
willful sin and disobedience.2491 There is no emulation of God’s 
righteousness; only walking within His righteousness in accor-
dance to His grace!2492 

A very important factor of our physical existence upon this earth, 
which demonstrates our being known by God, is the presence of strict 

2485 Matthew 7:16-20.
2486 Romans 8:28-30; James 4:3-10; 1 Peter 5:6-10.
2487 Matthew 7:13-27; John 15:1-27.
2488 Romans 3:1-31; 10:1-4; 1 John 5:4, 5.
2489 2 Corinthians 10:1-18.
2490 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Hebrews 12:4-11.
2491 Romans 5:19-6:14; Ephesians 2:1-10.
2492 Romans 10:1-21, specific vs. 1-4.
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discipline in our lives! The presence of stern discipline or lack thereof 
in the life of an individual, demonstrates the current work of God when 
it is present, or His absence when it is not! As true children of God, we 
endure for the purpose of strict discipline, so that the Lord may deal 
with us as His legitimate children! When a void for this purpose is all 
that is to be found within an individual claiming to know Jesus; heed 
of warning should take place!2493 

Testing ourselves to see if we are in the faith is of utmost importance! 
It is by the evidence as to the work of God being present, which allows 
us to realize our salvation while still in our corporeal body! If the ev-
idence demonstrates that we are without the Holy Spirit, then heed of 
warning should take place; lest we remain deceived into believing we 
are saved from the wages of sin, when in fact we may not be! Being a 
legitimate child of God can be evidenced and thus proven; in reality! 

I have heard from many individuals who say they will wait until they 
stand before the Lord, before making the decision as to acceptance or 
denial of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. The decision must be made in life 
as to whether or not to accept the free gift of salvation by grace through 
faith; or condemnation is the result!2494 This of course does not include 
those with mental defects, which make decision making impossible; for 
God’s grace far surpasses human deficiencies and weaknesses! 
Evidencing the truth is mandatory for all who claim to know God, 
therefore refusal to test oneself in order to determine whether we are 
sincerely in the faith, is a fairly sure determination that we are not. 
Please remember—the truth makes us free, when within the spiritual 
relational reality, as this is a blessing from the Lord to stay us from de-
ception; whereas, denial of truth holds no blessings! There is absolutely 
no excuse for cowardice to test oneself; for hiding behind our own de-
lusive façade in order to deny the reality of our sinful nature and 
inappropriate behavior is an act of absolute cowardly selfish stupidity; 
which seeks to make the one true (all knowledgeable) God a liar!2495 

When the Holy Spirit is present within us, we are convicted of sin 
and wrongdoing when it occurs; this fact is not debatable, therefore to 
practice sin without conviction of wrongdoing is impossible for a le-

2493 Hebrews 12 (entire chapter); 1 John 2:3-17; cf. Hebrews 2:10-18.
2494 Romans 8:1-5.
2495 1 John 1:6-10; cf. Revelation 21:8.
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gitimate child of God!2496 When the Holy Spirit is not present, our ac-
tions may seem just even though any evidence of the truth would 
demonstrate otherwise.2497 A sure indication as to the Lord being pres-
ent is the absence of inappropriate cursive and slanderous words of 
speech coming forth from an individual; except by haphazard (stum-
bling); for such speech creates extreme detriment to ministry potential. 
As we will give account for idle words, and the Scripture states that a 
person with an unbridled tongue has a religion which is useless; the re-
ality as to one’s speech practices renders indication as to the truth 
regarding their being for or against Christ2498 This is righteously ap-
propriate; for if a supposed believer utilizes cursive and slanderous 
speech frequently, is this for or against Christ; does this behavior draw 
others to the Lord, or repel them! Many times, inappropriate behavior 
of word and deed within professing believers is due to the fact that the 
Holy Spirit is not present! Far too many individuals place their trust in 
“religion” to save them, and thus never receive the indwelling Holy 
Spirit; for He is received within one’s personal relationship with the 
Lord. Selah 

To have the Holy Spirit present within us is proof of our being 
Abraham’s offspring, thus proving we are heirs according to promise; 
whereas His absence demonstrates that we are deceived and destined 
to be eternally separated from God! If our trust in God brings forth 
change conforming us to the image of Christ, then God is at work within 
those who are His own! If our supposed faith has never brought forth 
changes conforming us to the image of Christ, then heed of warning 
should take place!2499 The book of James has been shunned because 
some say—it speaks of salvation by works. This is not correct by any 
means; for the book of James, especially chapter two, renders the truth 
that faith should be active within one’s life as by works; which demon-
strates the presence of God.2500 Could the reason change does not occur 
within many professing believers, be accounted to the Holy Spirit’s not 
being present?At no time, have I stated that any person is perfect in any 
way whatsoever. The point to be made here is—although we all make 

2496 John 16:8-11; 1 John 3:1-18.
2497 Isaiah 5:20-235.
2498 Matthew 12:30-37; James 1:19-26.
2499 James 2:1-26.
2500 cf. Matthew 25:31-46.
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mistakes in life, a terrible mistake which can be evidenced, is one’s failure 
to sincerely accept salvation by grace through faith; this by humble ac-
quiescent confession of “Jesus as Lord!”2501 At the instance we are 
accepted into God’s family by grace, the Holy Spirit comes to indwell 
the son or daughter of God. With the Holy Spirit’s presence, comes the 
individual’s being sealed for the day of redemption. Along with the seal 
of God upon the individual, comes conviction of sin and chastisement 
for wrongdoing; this as God chastises those whom He loves.2502 These 
wonderful blessings by God, factually evidence one’s being saved from 
the penalty of sin which is death. The truth can in fact be witnessed 
with the passing of time, if the Lord wills we have continued life, there-
fore we will be truly known by our fruits. Testing oneself to see if we 
are in the faith is of great importance, thus as we may not have tomor-
row; now is the time to test, judge, and examine ourselves righteously!  

Are we so entangled in the ways of the world, that we cannot lay 
witness to the reality of our own existence as saved or not? Are we so 
deceived, that we refuse to trust in God and also the higher standards 
and instruction which He has rendered so that we may obtain true free-
dom in Christ?2503 Are we so sure of our own abilities that we fail daily 
to trust in the Lord of all righteousness; whose faithfulness is absolute? 
Are we so arrogant, that we refuse to test, judge, and examine ourselves 
to evidence whether we are truly His legitimate children of promise? 
The Lord gave each of us a measure of faith to allow us to stay from 
pride and arrogance; thus the ability to move beyond “self” so as to fol-
low and obey the Lord; is it not righteous that we utilize the measure 
of faith for the purpose for which it was rendered!2504 Shall we gratefully 
accept His strength which is rendered by grace for this purpose, or shall 
we continue in our own self-centered complacency?2505 His immense 
lovingkindness and grace are as close as our stopping to turn back to 
Him (repentance); now and hence is the time! The Lord our Savior has 
given us our beginning (faith), and our potential (GRACE); shall we 
not utilize them to run the race so as to gain the victory!2506 

2501 Romans 10:8-13, specific vs. 9, 10.
2502 Hebrews 12:4-8.
2503 John 8:31-47.
2504 Romans 12:1-21, looking intently at vs. 1-3.
2505 1 Peter 4:7-19.
2506 1 Corinthians 9:15-27; 1 Peter 4:1-6.
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SUMMATION 

If each of us would test, judge, and examine ourselves to see if we are 
truly in the faith: there will not be so many deceived into believing 
themselves to be saved, when in fact they are not; we would potentially 
walk in the light of Christ, rather than the darkness of deluding influence 
and deception; we would humbly submit and be receptive of God’s sav-
ing grace, if we have yet to do so; we would potentially walk as children 
of light, rather than instruments of darkness; we would be accepting of 
the truth which makes us free, and thereby no longer remain in the 
bondage of Satan’s guile; we would don God’s armor for victory, for al-
though the war has been won by our Lord, the individual battles have 
yet to be fought by faith.  

Please consider—the path before us following Jesus, begins with “de-
nial of self” and by humble disciplined submission (selflessness); this 
beginning with our willingness to submit (acquiesce) to the authority of 
Christ during a righteous confession of “Jesus as Lord”!2507 When Jesus 
stated that we are not worthy of Him should we fail to deny ourselves, 
He was referring to our un-worthiness to serve; for the Lord cannot uti-
lize prideful, self-centered, idolatrous, double-minded individuals for 
righteous service which glorifies God! Many believers I know seek con-
tinually that the Lord would serve them, for their motives are constantly 
centered upon themselves. This is not the calling of a believer in Christ, 
for we are led by the Holy Spirit to consider others as more important 
than ourselves; God taking precedence over all else.2508 We should ask 
ourselves: do our efforts for others seek forms of gain or attention in re-
turn; are our prayers centered upon the things of the flesh and of the 
world (carnality); is our retirement and personal financial status of greater 
concern than the salvation of others; does our comfort take precedence 
over persecution and tribulation for the glory of God; do inappropriate 
words such as “me,” “myself,” and “I” take precedence over appropriate 
words such as “we,” “us,” and “our” on a regular basis? If the answer to 
these questions is “yes,” then we are living for “self” rather than “denying 
self” so as to follow Jesus. This type of selfish behavior is the exact op-
posite of our calling as believers in Christ, and is inexcusable! Although 
true believers will not give account for sins committed in the body, as 

2507 Matthew 10:37-39; 16:24-27; cf. Hebrews 5:7-10; 10:23-27.
2508 Philippians 2:3-13.
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we have been justified by God’s grace; account will yet be given by all 
for our deeds while in the flesh! Deeds of accountability being deeds of 
“self” (against Christ); or selfless servanthood (for Christ); the latter gains 
us heavenly reward, the former does not!2509 Multitudes desire a Savior 
and to live carnally, although this does not evidence any form of devo-
tional love for the Lord God our Creator and Savior! Please 
remember—we will all give account for whether our lives were lived for 
Christ, or not; this, even to the in-depth reality of our motives.2510 Do 
not be deceived, God is neither mocked nor fooled; no matter how con-
niving an individual may be with “self” and others! 

Please consider this, my brothers and sisters, the central problem of 
sinful temptation which leads to selfish acts, is individuality! There is 
no “I” in teamwork, thus we are to edify and grow in aspects of Christ 
together; selfish behavior is carnally unacceptable and thereby spiritually 
unedifying for all parties!2511 Failing to look beyond ourselves so as to 
maintain the unity mandated in Scripture, is the downfall within the 
Body of Christ which has ensnared far too many individuals into bond-
age away from devotionally serving God! If we are to ever follow and 
serve our Lord, we must first “get over ourselves”; then and only then 
will we be prepared to follow rather than seeking to lead. Even though 
we may (if legitimate) be truly saved by the grace of our Lord, habitual 
selfishness on the part of believers demonstrates that we are in fact wor-
shipping “self” (idolatry), and not the Lord.2512 The number one form 
of idolatry throughout the history of humanity, is the idolizing of “self”! 
Not only must we test, examine and judge ourselves to see if we are in 
the faith, we must also test ourselves to evidence who or what we are 
serving. If we continually serve ourselves, then Satan is influencing our 
behavior of “individuality”; for the “deeds of the flesh make this evident, 
when in comparison with the fruit of the Holy Spirit who seeks to guide 
us by His indwelling!2513 All forms of worship and idolatry which remain 
in darkness, is worship and idolatry unto Satan; settling for nothing less 
than being like the Most High, Satan has sought to be worshipped and 
idolized since being cast from heaven, which is exactly what multitudes 

2509 Matthew 12:30; Luke 6:20-38; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23; 9:16-27; Hebrews 10:29-39.
2510 Romans 2:1-16; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; James 4:1-10.
2511 Ephesians 4:11-16.
2512 Colossians 3:1-15.
2513 Galatians 5:19-23; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:1-4:8; cf. Romans 8:12-17; James 4:4-6.
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have done throughout history because of religious ignorance! The spir-
itual relational reality which saves us is a relationship which is in the 
light of truth; there can be no remaining in the light, as God is in the 
light, if forms of darkness are tolerated and therefore accepted!  

Let us evidence the reality of the deeds of the flesh, and thereby gain 
understanding as to whether these traits are those which surround us 
in this world. It is from such traits as these, that we are to remain sep-
arate for the glory of God! Note, only the more complex words will be 
listed, as many fleshly deeds are simply understood (i.e.—outbursts of 
anger, drunkenness, envy, carousing). Please note the immense differ-
ence between the deeds of our flesh, and the fruit of God; which He 
seeks to implant unto precedence in our lives, as He both wills and 
works for His own good pleasure. 

DEEDS OF THE FLESH 

 
Galatians 5:19-21: Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissen-
sions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you 
that those who practice such things shall not inherit the king-
dom of God. (Underlining Mine) 
 

Immorality (porneia)—fornication, sexual immorality, un-•
chastity (adultery).2514 
Sensuality (aselgeia)—licentiousness, wantonness. •
Idolatry (eidwlolatria)—image worship; including “self” worship •
(narcissism); this also includes “loving” anything which does not 
have the breath of life. 
Sorcery (pharmakeia)—the use of medicine, drugs or spells for •
other than appropriate medical reasons. 
Enmities (echthra)—hostility. •
Strife (eris)—quarrels. •
Jealousy (zaylos)—jealous: fury. •

2514 Definitions taken from the New American Standard Bible Concordance, Parsons 
Technology Inc., 1992-1996.
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Disputes (eritheia)—selfish ambition: hence rivalry. •
Dissensions (dichostasia)—standing apart; disunity.2515 •
Factions (hairesis)—personal choice and opinion, heresies. •

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

 
Galatians 5:22, 23: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-con-
trol; against such things there is no law. 

Fellowship with God 
For that which is presented now for edification in truth, please read 
these Scripture verses: Psalm 66:16-20; John 14:6; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-
8; 5:16-24; 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; 1 John 1:1-5:5; 
Hebrews 11:1-12:29; 1 Peter 1:1-5:14; 2 Timothy 2:1-3:7; Galatians 
5:19-23; Ephesians 4:1-32.  

Although there are many Scriptures listed for initial preparedness 
reading; please read all Scripture references. Before proceeding, please 
pray and submit to the Lord with a humble heart; for mature spiritual 
understanding in this matter is necessary, to break the bonds of spiritual 
infancy which holds most believers (including most spiritual leadership) 
captive.2516  

Understanding as to what follows is extremely important, if we are 
to walk the narrow path of righteousness with the Lord; therefore pro-
crastination and complacency have no place here! If we are to increase 
in faith, we must never be content with our current levels of: faith, un-
derstanding, and knowledge; rather we must obtain and maintain 
fellowship with the Lord, thereby walking within the always increasing 
maturity of faith He renders to us on a continual basis, or not; depending 
upon our willingness to humbly summit and follow, or not!2517  

Self 
Entrapment of most believers within the ways of the world remains in-
sistence upon individuality, which is derived from the boastful pride of 

2515 cf. Proverbs 6:16-19.
2516 Hebrews 5:11-6:20; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-4.
2517 Romans 10:14-21, specific v. 17; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; 1 John 1:5-10.
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life; this in fact being the self-centered and rebellious pride of adoles-
cence. When we fail to “get over ourselves,” we pray for that which is 
derived from personal whims and desires (fleshly indulgences; i.e. car-
nality); this being apart from any seeking of God’s good, acceptable and 
perfect will. When we remain complacent in our own little world of 
pride and assorted arrogance, the potential of fellowship with God is 
jeopardized; many times for the entire lifetime of individuals. Please 
remember—the first step in following Jesus is “denial of self”!2518 Until 
we decide to stop the personally assigned precedence of our own voli-
tion, we will never actually submit unto the Lord, or decide to abide in 
God and in His Word; therefore the potential of being a disciple of 
Christ Jesus becomes virtually nonexistent.2519 

It seems that with the passing of time, the tendency of many believers 
is to imagine (delusive) changing the standards of God, to suit “self”; 
not that this is actually possible, for the good, acceptable and perfect 
will of the Lord God of all creation cannot and will not change in ac-
cordance to the volition of creatures!2520 Because as human beings we 
are easily influenced, we can either submit to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit thus gaining freedom and victory, or we can allow: Satan, demons, 
the desires of the flesh, the boastful pride of life, and religious false 
teachings and practices to hold us in bondage. Although many believers 
have learned little bits of Gospel truth as by times of submission; and 
some Christians large amounts of Gospel truth as by consistent sub-
mission with disciplined devotional diligence; the fact remains that we 
must all stop taking our existence for granted (which is an act of selfish-
ness), and gain increased consistency in seeking the will of God.2521 
Abstinence from sin and fellowship with God are the imperative factors 
of this endeavor!2522  

If we are to submit to the Lord so that He may both will and work 
in us, we must never step aside of reality; for a life lived in fantasy, is a 
life lived in deception. It would not be well to hear—“I never knew you; 
depart from me”; when it is too late to actually become a legitimate child 
of God!2523 Although many may hear—“well done, My good and faithful 

2518 Matthew 16:24-27.
2519 John 8:31-36; 15:1-17, specific v. 4; Colossians 2:20-3:17.
2520 Hebrews 13:7-19, specific v. 8.
2521 James 4:1-17.
2522 1 Peter 4:1-6.
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servant”; many will enter heaven with no rewards, as they have been 
saved by the grace of God, yet built their human existence upon foun-
dations other than Christ Jesus.2524 Please remember, although we 
(legitimate children) will not give account for sin, as we have been jus-
tified by God’s grace; we will all give account for our deeds while in the 
flesh. Were our deeds (including spoken words) for or against the Lord; 
were our deeds selfish in nature, or were they selflessly for the glory of 
God and the edification of others?2525 Far too many professing believers 
have been building upon foundations derived from “me,” “myself” and 
“I” (individuality; self-centeredness); having fallen prey to the same carnal 
mindset of those who will inherit condemnation, having lived for “self” 
during their entire human existence. Because the essence of Christianity 
involves separation unto God (sanctification; set apart), all that we do 
should demonstrate aspects of ministry so that others may know Jesus. 
Believers tend to forget this very important fact, along with the fact that 
ours is a heavenly kingdom! While Christians are looking forward to 
God’s kingdom, misguided believers are seeking to be residents of the 
“kingdom of moi”; thus serving themselves, rather than the Lord. 
“Christians” have all been called to be separated from the world and its 
ways; why then do we allow so much toleration and collaboration with 
foolishness!2526 Because God’s legitimate children will not be condemned 
to the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, along with those who 
have denied God’s wonderful gift of salvation by grace through faith; 
why would we seek to be partakers with them now, within a secular tem-
poral mindset (carnality) that leads to seeking that which ends at the 
grave! Christianity is truly a matter of both sincere humble disciplined 
devotion unto God, and righteous attitude accordingly; double-mind-
edness leading to compromise within “self” destroys both! 
 
Personal Note: “Self” has no place in congregational (church) settings; 
for true Biblically based “church” is all about God and the spiritual bless-
ings which are from the Lord pertaining to preparation for the eternal 
state of righteousness!2527 This is proven by the fact of personal righteous 

2523 Hebrews 12:1-11, Matthew 7:13-27, quote specific v. 23.
2524 1 Corinthians 3:1-23, specific vs. 10-14.
2525 Philippians 2:1-16; Matthew 12:25-37.
2526 Proverbs 24:1-34; 1 Timothy 6:1-21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Romans 1:28-32.
2527 Ephesians 1:3-23.
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judgment and examination of one’s “self” prior to participation in the 
act (action) of the Lord’s Supper; for the Lord’s Supper is an act (action) 
of remembrance regarding the Lord which proclaims His sacrificial 
death, until His return. Anyone who partakes of the act of remembrance 
with a motive pertaining to—individuality, rather than proclamation of 
the Lord’s atoning sacrificial death with devotional zeal regarding the 
Lord’s return in righteousness, partakes in such a way as to warrant judg-
ment upon themselves; for congregational settings (church) is supposed 
to be all about unity within devotion for the Lord!2528 

The fact of blatant individuality within “church” settings is proven 
when pulpit proclamations are made regarding personal financial gains, 
and how multitudes seek personal financial gains in return for their giv-
ing to ministry! All monies received by ministries are to be utilized for 
proclamation of Gospel truth, and supplying the necessities for those 
who are truly in need of financial assistance in order to survive! When 
individuals render money unto ministries with expectance of receiving 
back, they in fact render finances foundational to “individuality” (“self”); 
which in fact is the basis for which judgment upon them will inevitably 
be justly warranted; exactly the same as partaking of the Lord’s Supper 
in a “selfish” manner, as all actions and motivations are to be directly 
for the glory of God and proclamation of the Gospel truth! During the 
generations, and more specifically the “church” (Laodicea) of these last 
days, financial gains has been an evidenced reality which proves the bla-
tantly carnal mindset of multitudes whose focus has always been upon 
“self,” even in church (congregational) settings.2529 This reality has be-
come so pronounced in later years, that many congregations have been 
told to “invest” in ministry endeavors; which blatantly denies and rejects 
the spiritual imperative of devotional worship of God in spirit and in 
truth, which is the Biblical basis of righteous worship! This reality proves 
the continuous and abounding carnality which is exhibited by those 
who although claiming to know and love God, remain completely aloof 
the reality of God and the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ); for 
those who remain carnally minded actually believe a relationship with 
God is all about them, although the spiritual relational reality (saving 
relationship) is all about the Lord!2530 It is relationally pathetic to have 

2528 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
2529 Romans 8:1-17.
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remorse for anyone who “invested” their money into ministries, with 
expectation to gain financially, who then lost considerable amounts of 
“invested” monies; for this is the behavior of those held captive to Satan’s 
will within—selfish religiosity!2531 This book (Big If) was written to 
assist individuals to understand the huge difference between the spiritual 
relationship and the foolishness of carnal religious endeavor; for those 
who seek the spiritual relational reality foundational to the glory of 
Christ (reality of the Christ), are those who God seeks to be His wor-
shippers, which is righteously appropriate!2532 For information 
regarding an actual spiritual relationship with God within which is 
found salvation and the masterful leadership of the Lord, please refer-
ence chapter eleven—“Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality.”  

Is America a Christian Nation? 
It is imperative that we guard the way we think (mindset), moment by 
moment; righteous increase regarding this matter is one of the aspects 
of growth which is from God alone, upon those who are humbly sincere 
and devotional submissive!2533 I notice that some of the worst drivers 
on the road have the IXOYE FISH (Christian symbol), and license 
plates such as “respect life” on their cars. This demonstrates that they 
believe themselves to be concerned about others, yet their deeds dem-
onstrated by their selfishly dangerous driving renders the truth. This 
type of inspection of fruits, demonstrates that many individuals think 
of themselves far reaching from their actual evinced behavior and de-
meanor; thus they are both deluded and delusive. If I have a Christian 
symbol upon my car and drive dangerously out of self-centeredness, 
what is the message (ministry) I may be sending to the non-believer I 
endangered? To witness the way a person drives, many times is to wit-
ness the truth of what is coming forth from the person’s heart; 
consideration for others, or dangerous selfishness and a complete lack 
of concern for overall safety! If the United States was truly a Christian 
nation, then most individuals would be law-abiding citizens who place 
great emphasis upon the safety and welfare of others; therefore, only 
non-believers would be dangerous and selfish; yet this is certainly not 

2530 John 14:1-16:33.
2531 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
2532 John 4:20-24; 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1; cf. Revelation 3:14-22.
2533 Romans 8:1-17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
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the case, as many non-believers are kind and considerate and multitudes 
of professing believers are not! Please consider—“self” is the basis of 
all human insecurities and wretchedness, as “self” leads us to find priority 
within ourselves; blindly making us susceptible to demonic influence. 
When we do whatever we desire in the moment, we blatantly refuse to 
submit to the Lord while resisting the devil; in this we act against Christ! 
Moment by moment, we are either for or against the Lord, so moment 
by moment we must guard our hearts and minds, lest moment by mo-
ment we fall further into the snare of un-disciplined individuality 
(prideful self-centeredness; narcissism).2534 

Although many may say that America is a Christian nation, this is a 
farce; as this is a nation of many believers (who believe in something), 
of which very few (remnant) seek to be Christ-like! The United States 
reacts when there is something to be gained, yet sits idly by while atroc-
ities are committed, when potential for personal gains and 
acknowledgments do not exist. This is the behavior of many believers, 
and many non-believers; not Christians! This is demonstrated by the 
supposed war on terror after the September 11 incident. If America was 
truly concerned about terrorism in the world, we would have intervened 
prior to terrorism striking our shores; for many nations have suffered 
from forms of terrorism and tyranny for decades. After the September 
11 incident, “God Bless America” sprang up everywhere; this as the car-
nal pride of most Americans somehow thought God to be more 
considerate of American believers, than any other believers in the world. 
Complete hogwash! Although a remnant of the remnant of born again 
believers are truly “Christians” within the United States, and in other 
countries; most are not; this is also true within individual congregations 
and denominations. Far too many believers seek a god of convenience, 
rather than a Lord; remaining complacent in their weak faith, while be-
lieving they are better than others. It is one thing to be saved by grace 
through faith within Christianity; it is something else entirely to be a 
“Christian,” who is a legitimate submissive and obedient child of God; 
not our will, but rather His will be done! 

Let us look at how words take captive, when they are spoken in ig-
norance or with little concern as to the consequences or content. The 
pledge of allegiance—I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 

2534 Psalm 7:8-17; Romans 8:5-8; 1 Peter 1:13-25; Hebrews 12:1-11.

The Big If 927



of America and to the republic for which it stands: one nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. What is the reality here? 
The reality is that allegiance is being pledged to—the flag and a form 
of human government. The flag is an inanimate object, therefore to 
pledge allegiance to it—is idolatry! This example was given to demon-
strate how we accept and proclaim inappropriate allegiance to things, 
which as “Christians” we should know to be wrong! How many times 
have we fallen prey to such inappropriate behavior, and taught the same 
to our children? What does the Bible say about causing a child to stum-
ble?2535 What are believers instructed to do in such cases?2536 Although 
it is appropriate to stand strong in the fight for freedom within truth, 
and therefore godly forms of patriotism are acceptable; speaking words 
of idolatry are not! We will be accountable for every careless word, and 
since words of worldly foolishness (idolatry) are not edifying to anyone 
in the spiritual realm, let us dare to be different and separate unto our 
Lord. Shall we; for the Bible renders instructions and standards, not 
requests which are open for debate.  

Additionally, in the United States and in several other countries, 
oaths by swearing are insisted upon; even so by law. When: accepting 
governmental office, accepting positions of law enforcement, and ren-
dering witness in court; it is insisted upon that the individual be “sworn 
in.” Within the Gospel there are many one or two verse standards set 
forth which are never to be violated by Christians, and are not open to 
debate; the specific regarding “oath by swearing” is found in 1 James 
5:12. This specific is certain that to “swear” for any reason will bring 
forth the certainty of judgment; for our yes is to be yes, and our no is 
to be no; oaths are therefore neither warranted or valid Biblically!2537 
The very important reason that specifics of Scripture are to be obe-
diently followed, such as the specific to avoid “oaths” or “swearing,” is 
not only because of the certain expectation of judgment because of vio-
lation, but also because violation of these standards welcomes demonic 
influences designed to lead away from service which is to be rendered 
in the light of truth at all times! Although it is righteously appropriate 
to speak the truth insistently and consistently (integrity, candor, verac-

2535 Matthew 18:5-7; 1 John 5:18-21.
2536 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
2537 cf. Matthew 5:37.
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ity), as “Christians” we do this as a matter of course in our walk with 
the Lord; while never violating Gospel standards for which we will cer-
tainly be judged, for whatever is not for the Lord is actually against the 
Lord!2538 If America was truly a Christian nation, Gospel standards 
would have been studied and thereby not foolishly violated in ignorance! 
Most certainly, if America was a Christian nation, violations of Gospel 
standard would never be legally forced upon others! Has the swearing 
process which is so prevalent in America ever actually kept someone 
from deception or violation of standards set forth by the oath? 
Absolutely not; integrity and adherence to standard is a matter of per-
sonal attitude and in the case of “Christians,” a matter of devotion unto 
the Lord of absolute truth and light! The beauty of actual fellowship 
with God is absolutely real; with God at work within individuals, and 
the knowledge which comes forth from God’s expert tutelage, we are 
led by the Lord’s masterful leadership as He both wills and works for 
His own good pleasure; this being only during times of acquiescent 
obedience!2539 More regarding the reality of fellowship with God will 
be forthcoming. 

Within the United States and many other countries, sex has become 
such a past time event that it is no longer considered inappropriate by 
most believers. The Gospel tells us that but a few essentials would allow 
us to do well; these essentials being abstinence from anything having 
to do with idolatry (including narcissism), and abstinence from sexual 
immorality; i.e. adultery, homosexuality, and fornication.2540 Fornication 
being mutual consenting sex outside the covenant relationship of mar-
riage is so prevalent in the world today, that even believers do not 
consider it wrong to engage in such practices; yet abstinence from such 
things is that which sets those who sincerely love the Lord apart from 
all others. What is the difference between believers and non-believers, 
when wrongdoing is no longer considered inappropriate? Television 
demonstrates that sex is commonplace within this nation, as the com-
munications media leads Americans astray of the standards set forth by 
God; demonstrating that this nation enjoys serving the desires of the 
flesh! With the spirit yet willing and the flesh being weak, it is all the 

2538 Matthew 12:30-37; Luke 12:10-12; 2 Corinthians 13:1-8.
2539 Philippians 1:6-2-16; Romans 8:12-14.
2540 Acts 15:28, 29; 1 Corinthians 6:9-12.
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more imperative to maintain fellowship with God, in a country where 
the desires of the flesh are emphasized by every means possible. 

Believing in God does not make us a “Christian”; being known by 
God, and seeking to be like our Lord is the key to this endeavor. If we 
are not willing to turn from governmental and media philosophies and 
doctrines which are in violation of Gospel standards, we have no right 
to claim Christianity to be an intricate part of our existence; for how 
does intentional disobedience show our love for God! The first and 
foremost commandment for the church is to love the Lord! Adherence 
to this commandment is an absolute imperative, if we are to gain and 
maintain the attitude necessary to follow and serve our Lord. If we can-
not love the Lord most of all, we will never achieve freedom in Christ, 
nor will we ever achieve successes through faith; for the necessary focus 
and devotion has not been achieved, thus endeavors in godliness will 
not be forthcoming. Is America truly a Christian nation? 

Church Settings 
Because supposed Christianity has become a tremendous money making 
enterprise in the past few decades, is it any wonder why men not called 
of God have called themselves to the pulpit to proclaim ungodly ser-
mons and deceptions! Those truly called of God do not vary from 
Biblical truth; for they know the imperative of Gospel truth, not reli-
gious practices, brings forth freedom from the bondage of Satan’s guile 
and fleshly indulgences.2541 Those who seek financial gain as through 
religion couldn’t care less whether they lead others to remain in bond-
age; for their primary concern remains riches, fame, and notice, which 
are contingent upon “self.” The truth is quite easy to evidence, if a spir-
itual leader insists that all praise and focus remain upon the Lord, they 
have had a stewardship entrusted to them; if a supposed spiritual leader 
allows focus and praise to rest upon them, they have their own 
agenda!2542 Christians seek out true spiritual leadership; most believers 
seek leadership which will proclaim what they want to hear, therefore 
having their own selfish agenda apart from godliness. 

The fact of the matter is emphasized further in recent years, as many 
believers tend to flock to large expensive church structures, somehow 

2541 Colossians 2:20-3:17.
2542 1 Corinthians 9:11-11:1; Philippians 3:15-21.
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thinking that size of structure, congregation, or ministry is of con-
sequence to God. The deception of worldly focus continues, as many 
believers somehow think that large structures and congregations indi-
cates a blessing from God, when this actually in most cases is not true 
at all. These types of conjecture are derived from somehow believing 
financial stature is an indication of spiritual growth potential; yet God 
looks to the motive of individuals, thus large meeting structures or mini-
stries make no indication of changed lives toward individual spiritual 
growth and devotion! Servanthood is a personal matter between the 
believer and the Lord; the meeting place means nothing in this regard! 
To further emphasize this fact, most true Christians have ceased going 
to congregational settings where money remains the focus, and now 
gather together in homes to study the Gospel truth; hopefully and ap-
propriately under the expert tutelage of the Lord.  

The truth of actual Biblical ekklaysia (church) is far different than 
what is commonly practiced in carnal congregational settings. Truly 
Biblical church is a gathering of sincerely devotional legitimate children 
of God, who gather together to praise and worship the Lord God in 
spirit and in truth!2543 This is actually accomplished by each individual 
starting their day in earnest prayer to achieve personal fellowship with 
God, then they journey undistracted to the meeting place where all 
other individuals involved have done the same; for this is the only avenue 
of appropriate preparation within expectation of being taught the 
Gospel truth by the Lord in a unified fashion, acceptable to the only 
Teacher regarding spiritual matters!2544 Each individual achieves fel-
lowship with God; not for selfish reasons, as any aspect of “self” in the 
endeavor voids all fellowship potential; but rather so that they and all 
others may learn from the Lord when combined, and in this receive the 
Lord’s protection from distraction or spiritual discouragement; which 
demonic influence can bring forth when each individual does not stand 
firm upon the foundation which is Christ! It should be known and un-
derstood that the actual Gospel truth is the reality which is behind the 
written words; this reality is taught solely by the Lord, and is in fact the 
implantation of the Gospel reality into the spirit of each and every de-
votional child of God who worships appropriately in spirit and in truth, 

2543 John 4:20-24; cf. Romans 12:1-3.
2544 Matthew 23:1-12, specific v. 8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23.
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while endeavoring at all times to remain within truth so as to stay free 
and separate from all that is derived from a carnal mindset!2545 The per-
son called upon to lead these appropriate endeavors (Biblical ekklaysia), 
is called upon to do so by the Lord, and therefore is the one who has 
prepared with all disciplined diligence to receive from the Lord the 
guidance necessary for the specific instruction as designated by the 
Lord, for the purpose of spiritual edification for each and every attendee; 
this many times includes specific truth of which one or more individuals 
have imperative necessity, for the Lord moves intimately regarding the 
spiritual necessity of individuals! This is the essence of being “in the 
spirit” during training in a unified manner! 

Within carnal congregational settings, distraction is standard oper-
ating procedure! Individuals do not do what is personally necessary to 
achieve fellowship with God prior to departure to the congregational 
setting, and therefore begin their day with distraction away from ap-
propriate focus upon the Lord. They then journey to the congregational 
setting, where they remain distracted by confabulation, music, and re-
ligious jargon; which are void of the Spirit and therefore completely 
irrelevant in attempts to receive the Lord’s instruction and growth! All 
music and distraction must occur after the Lord’s working has been ac-
complished; for the imperative of spiritual growth which is from the 
Lord must never be hindered in a church setting! 

CHURCH TANGENTS 

Tangents away from the teachings of Jesus and of the Apostles, are never 
wise, yet seem to be occurring with far greater frequency.2546 Fellowship 
with the Lord leads us to consistency within our faith, as we seek to never 
vary from the truth; doing all things properly and in an orderly 
manner.2547 This is not saying that we are perfect by any means, yet this 
does emphasize that God has utilized normal men throughout history, 
to accomplish His will in proclamation of the truth (prophesying; not 
eschatology). Yes, we all make mistakes; illustrated in the lives of Abraham, 
Job, David, Moses (and myself); yet these men of God made up their 
minds to follow the Lord (devotional attitude and focus), and so can we. 

2545 James 1:19-25; John 8:31-36; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Romans 8:5-8, 12-14.
2546 Galatians 1:3-10.
2547 2 Corinthians 13:1-10; 1 Corinthians 14:40.
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Supposed prophets of future events are springing up all over this na-1.
tion, and in other parts of the world. God stated that although He 
had once spoken to us through human prophets, He in these last days 
has spoken to us prophetically (eschatology) through His Son; who 
alone holds all things together.2548 Because the Book of Revelation 
is indeed the “written” revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
takes us forward through the Tribulation Period, Millennial reign of 
Jesus, and on into eternity; there is absolutely no place for additions 
by anyone at any time!2549 Although this is the Biblical truth, many 
are being led astray and away from fellowship potential with the Lord, 
as they seek to follow other humans upon tangents which journey on 
the wide path of spiritual destruction. This should not be; yet is be-
coming more pronounced and prevalent as individuals wander in 
darkness, looking for answers which are found only through fellow-
ship with God, which occurs solely in the light of truth!2550 

 
Many Evangelical churches place great emphasis upon the supposed 2.
necessity for speaking in tongues in order to prove the presence of 
the Holy Spirit; denying in the process Scriptural guidelines for 
tongue usage in congregational settings.2551 When only certain 
passages of Scripture become a basis of focus, rather than focus 
being maintained upon the Lord primarily, and accurate handling 
of Scripture secondarily; the imperative of actual fellowship with 
God is rejected for the sake of acceptance by others. This is absurd 
also in the aspect that if signs and wonders are of great importance 
in order to believe, then walking by sight is the prevalent factor; 
not walking by faith as instructed by the Lord. In this, the 
instruction of other human beings takes precedence over God’s 
masterful leadership, leading to fellowship with the Lord being lost 
through denial.  

 
To listen to the supposed speaking in tongues within evangelical con-
gregational settings today, it can be noted that chanting is actually being 
performed; not speaking in tongues; as tongues is a complete language, 

2548 Hebrews 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-23, specific v. 17.
2549 Revelation 1:1-3.
2550 1 John 1:5-3:18.
2551 1 Corinthians 14:1-28.
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not assorted groupings of a couple dozen words! Although the speaking 
in tongues was once necessary so that communication was possible be-
tween the peoples of different cultures and provinces, this is no longer 
necessary as the Bible is now available in almost every language and di-
alect. Although the speaking in tongues has value initially to allow 
individuals to come to the reality of actual fellowship with the Lord by 
His divine intervention; once actual fellowship has been obtained and 
sought frequently through disciplined and devotional “selfless” loyalty 
for God, personal tongue usage becomes completely irrelevant, as within 
the actual fellowship “praying in the Spirit,” which has nothing to do 
with speaking in tongues, becomes the norm! What is proclaimed from 
pulpits and practiced by many congregations as “speaking in tongues,” 
in most cases is actually a deceptive distraction by the enemy (demon-
ically instigated and influenced); for signs and wonders (from the Lord) 
were for the benefit of the Jews, and ceased long ago when Israel was 
temporarily set aside. If the enemy can hold individuals captive in their 
seeking of what is now actually counterfeit signs and wonders, and by 
doing so keep them from the essential relationship necessary to be saved 
(spiritual relational reality); inevitable condemnation will result! 
 

Although the Scriptures state that a woman is never to pastor a 3.
church or teach from the pulpit, this yet is occurring in the church 
today.2552 This standard for the Christian church was set forth by 
the Lord, and is not open for debate! Just because we do not 
understand God’s reasons for certain standards set forth, we yet have 
no right to question the Lord of Hosts; ours is to submit and obey. 
If the church today cannot submit to easily understandable 
instruction from the Lord, how can we possibly go beyond simple 
instruction to gain understanding as to the depth of confident access! 
God has exact reasons for the standards which He put forth for the 
church, variations and violations of these standards have held 
thousands; if not millions; in bondage to the elementary principles 
of the world for generations (religiosity); this also including bondage 
to corporeal palpability under the guise and delusion of supposed 
spirituality! Freedom from deceptive bondage is an individual matter 
between the believer and God, for freedom in truth is the essence 

2552 1 Corinthians 14:34-40.
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of the personal relationship He seeks to have with each of us; 
therefore, variation and violation of standards set forth by God is 
but the darkness of delusion with pretense of being the light of truth! 

 
From the pulpit of many supposed Christian churches, reliance upon 4.
“self” and others is taught, rather than instruction placing emphasis 
of full trust in the Lord. I fail to understand why this is taught, as 
others have let us down in many ways; the Lord has never let anyone 
down at any time! If we were to say that the Lord has let us down 
during trying times, we must be failing to realize that He cannot 
bless our disobedience; therefore we are ultimately to blame when 
the Lord refuses to be our shield and our strength. With failure to 
proclaim trust and reliance upon the Lord from the pulpit, many 
believe they must maintain assorted human strengths in order to 
succeed. Within this, we fail to realize that it is sufficient to be meek, 
for when we are weak “of self” we then have the potential to be 
strong in the Lord. Although our true strength comes from within; 
this is not personal strength, but rather the strength of God’s grace 
in accordance to His indwelling; for His grace is sufficient! 

 
Within many congregations, “self” is being taught in exuberant quan-5.
tities. Emphasis is being made of “self”: esteem, comfort, prestige, 
riches, ease, and gratification. Because the very first step in following 
the Lord Jesus Christ is denial of “self,” the congregations are actually 
being taught not to follow Jesus, but rather the desires of the flesh 
according to personal volition and emotional response! Because of 
such supposed Christian teachings as these, is it any wonder why the 
truth based harvest is plentiful and the workers few!2553 

 
The Lord seeks that we give financially according to what is in our 6.
hearts; which is never burdensome, if love for the Lord first and 
foremost permeates our existence!2554 The love of money within the 
church today can be noted by habitual mention of the tithe, which 
no longer exists; exuberant expenditures of ministry funds to build 
expensive structures, with money that could have been distributed 

2553 Matthew 9:36-38.
2554 2 Corinthians 9:6-15.
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as alms; ministry funds being spent by non-servanthood ministers, 
so as to live extravagantly; counting financial gains to be a sign of 
God’s blessings, instead of witnessing the blessings of God as by 
changed lives and demeanor; counting success as by the same 
standard of “stuff,” which is the focus of the world. When believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ continually act the same, and follow the 
same standards of financial gains as non-believers; who is following 
who, and upon which path (narrow or wide)?2555 By the standards 
rendered in the Scriptures, it can be noted that our giving is in 
accordance to God’s grace, for the purpose of good works fulfilled 
in righteousness! How often do we hear the actual Biblical emphasis 
concerning money proclaimed from the pulpit; which is actually 
expenditures for the sake of the righteous expansion of Gospel truth, 
and for the necessities of those in need? 

 
A lot of rituals and traditions by some supposed Christian religions 7.
are based upon books of the Apocrypha which were written during 
the Intertestamental Period; during which time God was silent. These 
books are not inspired of God, therefore God will not confirm; by 
fellowship means; any content of these books. Because the Lord will 
not teach us concerning books of the Apocrypha which have been in-
troduced into Christendom by Roman Catholicism, why would their 
contents be considered as pertinent within faith in Christ? When 
Jesus said that He was our only Teacher; which is absolutely correct 
regarding righteous spiritual matters; why would anyone seek to learn 
from information which falls outside the teachings of Christ?2556 

 
Loving the Lord first and foremost is an area within congregational 
settings, which may be evidenced; or not. Devotional submission to the 
Lord becomes the emphases of the Holy Spirit’s manifested presence, 
which leads the individual Christian to a continual conforming to the 
image of Christ. Please remember—individuals follow the Lord; rarely 
entire groups, with the exception of Biblical ekklaysia as aforementioned. 
When a stature of being conformed to Christ’s image is not an actual 
manifested trait of a born again believer’s demeanor, then the Holy 

2555 Matthew 7:13-27.
2556 Matthew 23:1-12; Galatians 1:6-10.
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Spirit is being grieved and hindered in His work of sanctification within 
the believer; thus stagnancy becomes the result, generally because of 
adolescent and rebellious pride and arrogance. The fault of stagnancy 
falls upon the believer; never can this fault be attributed to the Holy 
Spirit! Within stagnancy of faith comes the seeking of human endeavors 
in attempts to please the Lord; these being endeavors such as: philos-
ophies, doctrines, precepts, and traditions which remain vain labors of 
rote.2557 This is an area within our relationship with God, when involv-
ing others within the faith, which evidences whether our Lord is truly 
the focus of all parties involved. If the emphases of our spiritual en-
deavors remains upon the aforementioned traits of humanistic religion, 
which are aside of devotional submission so that God may both will 
and work for His own good pleasure, heed of warning should take place 
as to whether we are continuing to journey upon the narrow path which 
dictates direct focus upon the Lord! Although most believers tend to 
journey upon ritualistic carnal paths seeking spiritual enlightenment; 
true Christians being sound and secure within their relationship with 
Jesus, thereby gaining spiritual discernment, have no need whatsoever 
to follow any form of human leadership in such endeavors. If the Lord 
is truly the desire of our existence, it is Him alone whom we seek to 
follow! Following those who journey outside of fellowship with God, 
leads to fellowship failure in our lives as well; therefore it would behoove 
us to be very careful who or what we follow! Although many believe 
that being around true Christians will somehow make them a better 
Christian by transference, this is completely foolish; for God blesses 
disciplined devotionally obedient individuals, not groups because of rit-
uals, traditions, doctrines, size, gender or denominational affiliation!  

The persistent problem with gaining the blessing of God’s personal 
tutelage, within the church today, remains our failure to wait patiently 
upon the Lord. In a fast paced world where instant gratification is sought 
consistently, and taught from the pulpit, most believers fail to realize 
they have been clothed with Christ Jesus, and remain infants in the faith 
yet relying upon human tutors; who are many times infants in the faith 
themselves.2558 This is the reason observance of dates and rituals is so 
prevalent within the church today, and why aspects of the Law are yet 

2557 Colossians 2:1-23; 1 Timothy 4:6-16; Isaiah 29:13-16.
2558 1 Timothy 1:3-11.
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taught as necessary; although not. In times of antiquity, the Israelites 
were people of little faith, therefore physical aspects were necessary in 
their worship of God; this also because the imperative of “faith” was 
not revealed until the coming of the Messiah.2559 Most believers yet re-
main blinded by the same form of mindset; failing to walk by faith they 
remain reliant upon ritualistic religion in order to believe, although 
physical realm religion and the spiritual relational reality are diamet-
rically opposed one to the other!2560 

If the church today was in actuality focused upon the Lord, and 
thereby within fellowship with Him, proper priorities would be at the 
forefront of all endeavors! When supposed spiritual leaders criticize the 
sinner rather than the sin, they themselves are guilty of falling prey to 
demonic influence the same as the sinner which is criticized, although 
in a different fashion (foolish pride). Christians realize that our fight is 
not against flesh and blood, but rather against the forces of evil which 
influence adherence to the desires of human nature. In this knowledge 
we fight against the influence rendered by the forces of evil, while loving 
the sinner who has fallen prey. When we criticize the sinner rather than 
the sin, we become hypocrites; for all have sinned and fallen short of 
God’s glory! It would behoove us to realize where the battle front lies, 
and fight the battle appropriately; for it does us no good to fight the 
battle in the wrong place, at the wrong time, and in an inappropriate 
manner. With far more people falling prey to demonic influence through-
out the world, and this primarily due to adherence to carnal whims and 
desires, evidence of truth exists that without humble submission leading 
to prevalent fellowship with God, all the more will be deceived by de-
monic instigation and influence; leaving the harvest exuberantly more 
plentiful and the actual workers even fewer. This proves that we are in 
the end times, for God allows this to happen so that only those who 
maintain devotional focus upon Him will be divinely protected.  

SCRIPTURAL FOCUS 

Please remember—the Scriptures must be studied systematically in 
context; for the Gospel truth makes us free (a work of God), not bits 
and pieces of Scripture utilized to justify religious doctrine or pro-

2559 Galatians 3:22-26.
2560 Galatians 5:16-26.
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claimed jargon.2561 At many times during the study of Scripture, con-
sideration must be maintained as to who are the recipients of the spoken 
words, and what the words meant to the audience (Hermeneutics; 
Exegesis). Although all of Scripture is for our informational understand-
ing, much is not specifically for or to the Body of Christ. Because the 
Nation of Israel is not synonymous with the Body of Christ, it should 
never be assumed that a synonymous relationship exists during study 
of the Gospel. Distinctions must be made, or actual understanding will 
not be forthcoming! Failure to realize this truth has led to separations 
within the Body of Christ (church), causing detriment to the unity which 
would have led to the strength of the Lord being upon the masses of 
individuals throughout the world. Distinctive differences and disunity 
have taken the place of speaking the truth one to another; replacing 
unity with dissension and contentiousness, thus causing weakness within 
the faith of many. The actions of those who have caused dissention lead-
ing to disunity, have committed an abomination unto the Lord; for this, 
accountability for wrongdoing is assured!2562  

Please consider carefully the many traditions, precepts, philosophies, 
doctrines, idealisms and ideologies of humankind, which are actually 
useless for spiritual growth in the faith. Every human being wants some-
thing to believe in, although believing in the Way (Christ) is the only 
actual saving aspect of our human existence. Within the frailty of human 
insecurity, comes the tragedy that many follow the inappropriate; al-
though the Lord waits patiently for each person to look unto Him, 
hopeful that we will invite His masterful leadership and authority. Please 
consider—the door to which the Lord patiently knocks, is the door to 
the current-day church (Laodicea) which has closed Him out; seeking 
individuals to gain intimacy with Him so as to become true Christians, 
prepared to receive the spiritual blessings which are in accordance to 
the kind intention of His will!2563 It should be noted from the Revelation 
3:14-22 passages, specific v. 20; the Lord is not expecting the church 
which has closed Him out to open the door, but rather individuals within 
the structure who truly desire to know Him to come out so that personal 
intimacy with the Lord may occur (dine with)! 

2561 John 8:31-36.
2562 Proverbs 6:16-19.
2563 Revelation 3:14-22; Ephesians 1:3-23.
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When the Gospel truth does not become actual “knowledge” as by 
fellowship with the Lord, human assumptions and conjecture gain 
supposed necessity within religious doctrines and rituals. Those who 
fail to learn from the Lord are not actually capable of truly knowing 
the Gospel truth; for the Gospel is spiritually discerned and appraised, 
and must be taught by the Holy Spirit! The immense blessing of having 
the Lord teach us His Word is ineffable, I can only say that absolute 
certainty (knowledge) is the end result; we know with absolute surety—
the Gospel truth, when the Lord has implanted it into our spirit! 
Humble devotional submission, selflessness (absolute denial of “self”), 
a quiet spirit, abstinence from carnality, and patient perseverance are 
necessary to receive this blessing. 

Is the emphasis imperative within most congregations—speaking 
the Gospel truth in love? Have tangents away from Gospel truth taken 
precedence to the point of leading many astray? Have simple sermons 
replaced in-depth diligent study of the Gospel; and this so as to appease 
the flesh of those who hear? Have simple sermons led the congrega-
tional members to become doers of the Word, or simply hearers who 
delude themselves? True Christianity rejoices in the truth, not in the 
unrighteousness of manmade tangents and religious jargon! The actual 
emphasis of the Gospel is that God wants our love, loyalty, and devotion; 
which is realistically realized through our submission unto disciplined 
obedience, and by our reverent worship of Him in spirit and in truth.2564 
The reality is made evident as God truly works in us all things together 
for our good; yet tangents away from simplistic disciplined devotion 
for the Lord have placed appropriate worship and love for Him in ter-
rible peril! Let’s just devotionally love Him as we ought, in a unified 
fashion; He will work the remainder in righteousness! 

Prayer 
Far too many believers do not realize the blessing which occurred when 
the temple veil was torn from top to bottom.2565 With the atonement 
of Jesus, a new living way was presented by God Himself (top to bot-
tom), so that believers can go directly into His presence. Only the 
Jewish High Priest was allowed into the Holy of Holies prior to this 

2564 John 4:20-24. 
2565 Matthew 27:51-54.
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blessing, and this only once per year; yet now by God’s grace all be-
lievers may come, yet many do not, because they would rather walk in 
the darkness of: indecision, double-mindedness, ignorance, and reli-
giosity. Whatever darkness we may have in our life, is cleansed by the 
Lord when we come to the cross and receive cleansing after confession 
of our foolishly having strayed from the path of righteous truth! Since 
we cannot confess inadvertent sin; as we are not aware of it; the Lord 
intervenes for us and we are cleansed from all unrighteousness and 
able to come into His holy presence; if certain specific conditions are 
met. Please consider, although the way to God’s throne of grace has 
been opened to all believers by the Lord; this is the holy place where 
God dwells, therefore carnal attempts to enter are not: just, warranted, 
or welcomed. The relational reality between true believers (Christians) 
and God is spiritual; fleshly attempts to worship God or enter into His 
presence are vain and futile!  

When the Lord looks at us through the atoning work of Christ upon 
the cross, He sees us as beautiful and cleansed. When our prayers go 
before Him; having left our sin at the cross by confession of it, our 
prayers are pleasing to Him. Prayers coming from un-repentant be-
lievers stop short of the cross, for to go beyond the cross is to come 
into the light; therefore any attempts to reach God in prayer without 
coming to the cross, are attempts to come into the light while simulta-
neously wandering in darkness! Prayers rendered by those claiming to 
be without sin (un-repentant believers / liars) remain in darkness, for 
God is neither mocked nor fooled by our denial of reality!  

When we seek to pray to our heavenly Father, we must do so 
through the cross of Christ. Because we have been crucified to sin with 
our Lord upon the cross, our known sin must be confessed and nailed 
to the cross prior to approach attempts to God’s throne of grace.2566 
In addition, all aspects of “self” must be denied, for approach to God’s 
throne; for the flesh is not welcome! This is the essence of being able 
to approach God throne of grace boldly! When we attempt to go into 
the holy presence of God within carnality, we attempt to by-pass the 
cross, feeling that somehow God will allow our darkness into His pres-
ence; only those pure in spirit may journey beyond the cross! An 
attempt to approach God with secular or fleshly motives is extremely 

2566 Romans 6:1-14.
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absurd; attempts in this regard show no respect or reverence for God’s 
holiness whatsoever! God is light; therefore those who come to the 
Lord must come into the light, which illumines all aspects of darkness 
within us! If we are afraid to come into the light; as God is in the light; 
we are fearful to come to the cross where our death to sin occurs; this 
because of prideful arrogance in failing to realize the wretchedness of 
“self!”2567 God knows every aspect of our existence, even to the essence 
of motive and intention; pride and arrogance keeps multitudes inten-
tionally ignorant regarding themselves, and this due to failure to 
appropriately utilize the measure of faith the Lord has rendered!2568 
In order to have fellowship with the Lord, we must come into the realm 
of His holiness, thus we are to be holy as He is holy, and walk in the 
light as He is in the light!2569  

To have had fellowship with the Lord is to realize the wonderful 
blessing it holds; to never have had it is to remain ignorant of the bless-
ing. When fellowship has been witnessed as by reality, understanding 
comes forth that sin and carnality disrupts the blessing, which leads to 
quick denial of “self” and all that is associated, so as not to be without 
God’s blessing. This is a driving force within a true Christian’s relation-
ship with God! When God commanded denial of “self” in order to 
follow Him, this He did realizing the absolute imperative; which un-
fortunately most folks refuse to understand! Fellowship is lost instantly 
when we are led by “self,” thereby engaging the desires of the flesh; for 
the Lord cannot and will not bless intentional disobedience and self-
centeredness, except to render conviction and chastisement; which is 
not received when intentional individuality remains prevalent. To never 
have had fellowship with God is to not realize the potential of the bless-
ing, because it has never been experienced. Many believers have never 
experienced fellowship with the Lord, beyond assumption and conjec-
ture, although the potential to do so always exists; focus upon Him with 
a humble spirit and denial of the foolishness of manmade carnal religion 
are important to this endeavor. 

Because God is faithful to cleanse us from all unrighteousness when 
we confess our known sins, it is imperative that we show proper regard 

2567 Matthew 16:24-27.
2568 Romans 12:1-3, specific v. 3.
2569 Romans 13:8-14; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18; Colossians 1:9-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.
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for His holiness; preceding attempts to communicate with Him beyond 
the initial steps of repentance. To have fellowship with the Lord is to 
have communication with the God of all creation, thus we must come 
into the light of His holy presence, and learn to listen; for although our 
understanding and knowledge is quite limited, God’s understanding 
and knowledge are limitless and abounding with truth! This cannot be 
achieved if we are not willing to participate in His endeavors to both 
will and work within us those things pleasing in His sight; choosing in-
stead to remain in the darkness of our own carnal volition. Please 
understand, although nothing can separate us from God’s love, sin does 
separate us from His blessings, such as: being our shield and our 
strength, being our help in times of trouble, peace, joy, times of refresh-
ing, wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and spiritual discernment.2570 
All believers want God’s blessings; yet many intentionally remain dis-
obedient, thereby expecting God to bless their disobedience! I have no 
idea what god they are seeking to worship; the God I know, and who 
knows me, personally works all things together for my betterment 
within spiritual growth and servanthood; so also He blesses me with 
discipline and chastisement when necessary, so as to be obediently pre-
pared to receive the blessings of correction and training in righteousness. 
As I have no entitlement from God which is not available to all devo-
tional believers; as I am no better than anyone else; why others refuse 
devotional submission so as to receive true blessings is beyond my ability 
to reason or understand. 

Most believers personally known generally pray for everything which 
is secular and fleshly, while failing to pray for: maturity in the faith, 
blessing to be upon others, God’s guidance and instruction to lead them 
forth, spiritual discernment within study (abiding in the Word), strength 
to serve, help to submit more thoroughly, discipline to have pride driven 
far from them, conviction and correction. Multitudes have become com-
placent in self-centeredness, pride, greed, and love of self, love of money, 
comfort, prestige, riches, fleshly desires, and a complete lack of focus 
upon the Lord. Although every good and perfect gift comes down from 
the Father of lights, many believers actually ask the Lord to send them 
continued darkness! How absurd! God loves us, thus He never renders 
that which further holds individuals in darkness to the things of the 

2570 ref. Psalm 43:1-5; Acts 3:18-26; Philippians 4:4-9.
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world! True devotional Christians seek to remain focused upon the 
Lord, worshipping Him in spirit and in truth; accepting of His: dis-
cipline, correction, chastisements, and blessings for increased faith and 
Scripture knowledge, spiritual growth, and better servanthood; for true 
Christianity is all about God! 

Christianity 

REALITY 

Far too many believers are not “Christian” at all! By definition, the word 
“Christian” signifies behavior and attitude which is—“Christ-like” (self-
less servitude).2571 This signifies that the believer seeks minimally to be 
an adherent of Christ Jesus; therefore, the individual decides to deny 
“self” so as to follow Jesus; this being a matter of attitude and devotional 
choice! When a simple attempt to follow Jesus (adherent) becomes an 
earnest devotional desire, the believer can then be more fervid in their 
attachment to Jesus, which is the threshold of being a learned Christian. 
When the devotionally earnest follower of the Lord submits to learn 
and serve with a humble spirit, they then may reach the designation of 
being a disciple of Christ; for a disciple (leaned pupil) dwells within a 
“pupil-teacher” relationship; abiding in the Gospel and in the Word.2572 
From this position of being a disciple of Christ, comes true servitude 
as a supporter of the truth regarding God in a world of deceptive dark-
ness.2573 This is an area where only a remnant of believers (true 
Christians) have journeyed, for it is here that the reality of fellowship 
with the Lord is imperative; as God’s wisdom and leadership are of ne-
cessity for success and victory on a moment by moment basis! Although 
most professing believers claim to love God and seek to better know 
Him, the reality remains that our fruition endeavors; or lack thereof; 
evidence the truth of the matter.2574 Anyone can say they are a 
“Christian,” yet only the Holy Spirit’s fruits and convictions within the 
individual make it a reality! 
 

2571 John 12:23-27.
2572 John 1:1, 2; 8:31-58, specific vs. 31, 32, 36; 15:4-12. 
2573 Romans 1:8-32.
2574 James 2:1-26.

Testing Ourselves944



Personal Note: Having stated to all of my students (hundreds) that 
they should read the Bible in its entirety, so as to realize the immensity 
and precision of God as emphasized by God’s written revelation of 
Himself; the true heart of the majority of the students regarding God 
was evidenced by two factors. First by their acknowledgement that 
reading the Bible held importance, and second by their statements that 
they would begin to do so, and continue until the endeavor was ac-
complished. The reason “reading” the Bible in its entirety is so very 
important, is because this is undistracted time seeking understanding 
of that which God chose to reveal regarding Himself and standards 
He has set forth; in addition, this endeavor can lead to actual devotion 
for God, which allows the Lord to displace the fleshly indulgences (in-
cluding carnal religiosity) which has previously led one’s life 
endeavors!2575 “With very few exceptions, the majority of the students 
purchased the Bible on tape or compact discs, so as to listen to the 
Gospel while doing others things! What then is the reality? The stu-
dents lied both to themselves and to me, as their supposed love for 
God never went beyond spoken words; for the majority was incapable 
of loving the Lord so as to become undistracted effectual doers of the 
word, rather than hearers who deluded themselves!2576 Within dou-
ble-minded self-centeredness, the majority were incapable of giving 
God undistracted attention and devotion, while lying continually about 
how they love the Lord; which is the deluding effects of foolish ad-
olescent stubborn and rebellious pride, which blinds individuals from 
any light of truth regarding an actual devotional relationship with God; 
for God is opposed to stubborn adolescent pride because of its blinding 
effects! A primary behavior which evinces this reality is “false humility,” 
which is a primary means by which individuals delude themselves while 
denying they are prideful; this is easily evinced when individuals im-
mediately defend their deceptions by additional deception (excuses), 
when held accountable for their spoken words! This is a reality of mul-
titudes, as they continue within complacent self-centeredness and 
double-mindedness, because of self-delusion; which holds them in 
bondage to Satan’s schemes to obscure the light of truth and necessity 

2575 Colossians 2:1-23.
2576 James 1:19-25.
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regarding the spiritual relational reality! The reality is in fact, that the 
majority of believers are only willing to give God what minute amount 
of their time remains after fulfilling their own carnal volitions; for in-
deed the love of the multitudes has grown cold because of seeking all 
that is of the world, and the pleasures of the flesh; which amounts to 
lawlessness!2577 The reason the multitudes in these last days refuse to 
test themselves, is because the truth would interfere with the fantasy 
(delusion) they have chosen for themselves; which is why the majority 
will never journey beyond manmade religion which appeases the flesh, 
and why the masses have chosen for themselves teachers who instruct 
according to the whims of the sinful nature! Satan does in fact deceive 
the entire world; minus the remnant of true disciplined devotional be-
lievers; this proven by multitudes who practice deception with no 
conviction of wrongdoing, or remorse!2578  

Our walk with the Lord remains the utmost importance of our ex-
istence; this is the reality of Christianity, as we prepare for the state of 
eternality when God will be all in all!2579 When we attempt to go forth 
pleasing God as by human effort, rather than submitting by faith trust-
ing in God to will and work within us that which is pleasing in His 
sight, we tend to go from foolish to absurd.2580 This can be witnessed 
in the behavior of many denominations as they maintain tangents de-
rived from a few select Scripture verses, or place great emphasis upon 
rituals, signs, and wonders. This can also be witnessed in some forms 
of religion, as absurd acts of violence are committed by ungodly fanatic 
individuals, and claimed to be for God.2581 Once tangents are taken 
away from the imperative of the fellowship with the Lord necessary to 
actually follow Him, instead of attempting to lead, the wretchedness of 
human nature becomes precedent; in this the behavior of individuals 
continues forth only as further acts of “self” attempted righteousness, 
which is actually un-righteousness.2582 Although there is a remnant of 
individuals within two forms of religion (Christian religion; Islam) who 
truly want to love and seek God; the masses do not actually love God, 

2577 Romans 3:9-31; 6:15-23; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; 1 John 2:18-3:18.
2578 Revelation 12:9.
2579 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; cf. Ephesians 1:3-23.
2580 ref. Isaiah 64:3-7.
2581 John 16:2, 3.
2582 Romans 10:1-4; 1 Timothy 1:3-11; 2 Timothy 2:1-26; Titus 2:11-15; 

1 Corinthians 15:32-34.
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but rather only the thought of Him as Savior, and how He will fit into 
the life they have chosen for themselves. The god the masses seek is 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, for He loves us enough to lead our lives, and 
truly devotional believers personally love Him enough to submit so that 
He may do so. The Lord teaches us that He must be the desire of our 
existence; thus abstinence from defilement and submission for the pur-
pose of fellowship with Him become imperative, therefore our lives are 
to be lived for Him!2583 This is actually the purpose of our existence! 
Although several religions claim to be “Christian” in nature, or claim 
to serve the Lord God, the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) when 
manifested by the indwelling Holy Spirit, proves the reality of 
Christianity, within individuals who are led by God for fulfillment of 
righteous purpose! This is proven by the “reality of the Christ,” both 
physically and spiritually; for as “Messiah” of Old Testament promise 
directly translated means “Christ,” the Lord Jesus Christ is the manifest 
reality of God in fulfillment of the “Messiah” of promise! No religion 
on planet earth has the manifest reality of God which is evinced in 
Christ; therefore, He is truly the Way, and the truth, and the life, which 
is proven within those who alone by God’s masterful leadership are 
Christ-like (Christian)!2584 With the ascension of the Lord, the reality 
of Christianity became solely spiritual; for the spiritual relational reality 
within which we are saved and led righteously by the Lord is founda-
tional to knowledgeable “faith” within all aspects of the relationship!2585 
This is a proven reality within those who greatly appreciate and enjoy 
actual fellowship with the Lord, and why by the immensity of the ex-
perience is ineffable; for the reality of God although not explainable, is 
a manifested reality within the experience, which is spiritually edifying 
and completely apart from the emotional responses of the flesh! 
Spiritually relational; not religious! 

If we achieve knowledge that God must be the desire of our exis-
tence, and we thereby maintain the attitude necessary for disciplined 
persistent and diligent focus; the Lord will guide us upon the narrow 
path which allows righteous fulfillment of purpose; for it is His right-
eousness, within which we worship and serve!2586 Yes, a congregational 

2583 1 Peter 1:13-16.
2584 John 6:44-65; 14:6-11; cf. Romans 8:1-17, specific v. 14.
2585 Romans 12:1-3; Galatians 3:19-29.
2586 Matthew 7:13-27.
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setting is necessary in the aspect that it allows us fellowship with other 
believers, allowing us to hear the Gospel together; yet we do not need 
the doctrines of religion, when that which is practiced and considered 
as necessary actually distracts us away from loving God first and 
foremost! The question must be asked, is the purpose that most believers 
fellowship together endeavors to draw closer to God in a unified fashion, 
or is the fellowship for the purpose of being solely with others, with 
little consideration being placed upon appropriate focus on the Lord? 
Because a relationship is necessary in order to submit to God, and a 
church setting will many times bring folks to make a decision of ac-
ceptance regarding salvation by grace through faith and the necessity 
of submission unto the authority of God, fellowship with other believers 
is necessary in many cases; yet focus upon the Lord during fellowship 
with others must remain the imperative! 

Although the Lord has declared us righteous as an aspect of salvation 
through faith in the atonement of Christ (propitiation; expiation; jus-
tification), this is in regard to our being found innocent of sin at the 
time we will all give account for our deeds while in the flesh. That which 
is discussed here is not referring to our justification, but rather the hin-
drance which darkness (intentional sin; lawlessness) causes to our 
fellowship with God. Anyone who believes that sin does not hinder fel-
lowship with God, is guilty of: never having had true fellowship with 
God, little or no understanding of the Bible, a complete lack of appro-
priate righteous focus, being self-deluding, being deceived; or all five. 
God blesses us with His grace so we may go forth while making the 
right decisions, confess sin, and come into His holy presence.2587 Sin 
greatly hinders our receiving of His blessings; for although He is never 
slow to freely give grace; our sinfulness makes us reluctant to receive 
it, as we attempt to bypass the cross within the shame of our behavior.  

IMPERATIVES OF THE FAITH 

The imperative of fellowship with God is known by true Christians, 
yet unrealized by most believers; this proven as “Christian” is defined—
“Christ-like”; and by the pain suffered when fellowship with God is lost 
due to unacceptable behavior and sin! Although we as Christians are at 
fault when fellowship with God is lost; when the Lord Jesus lost fel-

2587 Ephesians 2:1-10.
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lowship with the Father, it was because of the sin of all humankind 
which He took upon Himself in our stead (“ELI, ELI, LAMA 
SABACHTHANI?” THAT IS, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST 
THOU FORSAKEN ME?”—Matthew 27:46). Understanding the im-
perative of righteous fellowship with God leads to changed lives within 
Christians (those submitting to be Christ-like), as this understanding 
leads to humility and disciplined devotion so as to receive the blessing; 
failing to understand and submit, most believers have unchanged lives 
year after year, as they continue to trust in themselves and unwise reli-
gious leadership. This is why most believers act exactly the same as most 
others (including non-believers); and Christians are truly known and 
disliked by and for their disciplined devotion and fruitful righteous en-
deavors!2588 Most believers refuse to submit their bodies as a living 
sacrifice, because they refuse to change the way they think (a matter of 
attitude and devotion), thus they remain indecisive, and disregard the 
fellowship with God necessary to receive His life changing: masterful 
leadership, tutelage, and nurturing. 

Having had a plethora of students over the years, the one thing 
which has remained at the forefront of spiritual downfall and defeat is 
indecisiveness! The greater number of students make statements to be-
come earnest in better understanding of the Gospel and devotional 
submission unto the Lord God; yet remaining carnally emotional rather 
than submitting unto God for spiritual awakening and growth, they 
remain fleshly and worldly due to repeated double-mindedness and 
complacent deluding (of themselves)! A decision to devotionally summit 
to and seek God happens in a moment in time, if absolute sincerity is 
at the forefront of the decision; insincerity dictates that when actual 
effort must come forth, all that proceeds is excuses and denial of former 
statements, and this as the flesh is weak although the spirit is willing; 
if in fact a spiritual reality exists beyond assumption and conjecture!2589 
It is understandable that becoming a spiritual individual is difficult, 
and this after walking according to the flesh (by sight) prior in one’s 
life; yet the fact remains that a life of spirituality is absolutely possible 
when and where God is at work! What then is the root of the problem? 
Failure to deny “self” and therefore the desires and volition of the flesh, 

2588 Matthew 10:17-28, specific vs. 22-26.
2589 example—Matthew 26:38-46; cf. Acts 5:32; Hebrews 5:9, 10.
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remains the root of spiritual destitution and ultimate eternal destruc-
tion! If individuals refuse to put forth the effort to deny “self” on a 
disciplined habitual basis, and this due to double-mindedness, they de-
lude themselves and repeatedly return to assumption, conjecture and 
spiritual laziness, rather than insistently offering their bodies as living 
and holy sacrifices unto the Lord for training and growth!2590 

The reality is quite simple, failing to love the Lord God first and 
foremost (with all our heart, soul, mind and strength), we desire a rela-
tionship with God which is spiritual; while holding to the flesh, as we 
also desire to hold to practiced carnality while simultaneously wanting 
God to make us spiritual! The Lord God is absolutely holy and just; 
He cannot and will not bless fleshly and secular endeavors when the 
kind intention of His will is to create in us spirituality which is for the 
benefit of our current existence (mortal), and for our spiritual existence 
which is for eternity! Is the brevity of our mortal existence really so im-
portant that we are willing to deny the imperative of training for our 
eternal existence? Is living in our flesh according to carnal volition really 
so important that the good, acceptable and perfect will of God should 
remain secondary? Must we remain so arrogant that we would expect 
the Lord God of all creation to change all that is perfect, so as to appease 
us within imperfection? Are we really so important that idolatry of “self” 
must be maintained at all cost? Or rather, should we not love and 
humbly submit unto the Lord God who cannot change, for a righteous 
existence now and forever; which in reality fulfills our purpose of exis-
tence! In the life of a plethora of believers, God is simply an aspect of 
their existence, along with all that is of the flesh and world; this ren-
dering proof that the Lord God is not actually known, for that which 
is of the flesh and world is diametrically opposed to the spiritual “reality 
of God”!2591 

 
The beginning point of importance regarding spiritual •
success is simple, when making a decision for God, humbly 
hold true to the decision with absolute disciplined 
devotional persistence! 

2590 Romans 12:1-21, specific vs. 1-3; 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1; Ephesians 5:1-17; 
James 1:2-12; 4:1-10.

2591 Galatians 5:16-26; cf. James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
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The first and foremost commandment within Christendom is to love 
the Lord! When this primary step is not taken, idolatry becomes the 
result; for we seek to love ourselves, other people, or things with prece-
dence. When love for the Lord is not the primary desire of our existence, 
we fall prey to the foolishness of manmade religion, which teaches 
human efforts as pleasing to God; although not. Christians understand 
this to be factual, and focus upon the Lord; lest the boastful pride of 
life enter in, along with various lusts and ungodly desires. Most believers, 
having failed to “get over themselves,” allow pride to be their guide in 
most aspects of life; thereby remaining in bondage to the elementary 
principles of this world. We fail to go beyond elementary principles, 
because it is God who brings forth mature Christian growth; therefore 
the necessity for fellowship with Him becomes not only evident, but 
also imperative!2592 Christians understand that we have been called to 
be separate; although we are in the world, we are not of it; therefore 
we have no reason to act as if we are.2593 

It is imperative that we test ourselves to witness if we are truly in the 
faith called—Christianity! Our fruits in accordance to the Lord’s mas-
terful righteous leadership makes evident the truth; not our words spoken 
aloof the manifest “reality of God”! We should not keep wondering and 
worrying about what everyone else is doing or thinking, we should con-
cern ourselves with our personal relationship with the Lord; He will 
lead us in appropriate concerns for others, and discipline us concerning 
that which is inappropriate. We judge those of the faith according to 
God’s standards of the faith which is confessed; we do not judge non-
believers (outsiders) for there is no standard by which to judge them; 
therefore God will judge non-believers! If we as believers do not act ac-
cordingly with God’s leadership in righteousness, who are we to judge 
others, when we have failed to appropriately judge ourselves?2594 

Two other imperatives of the faith are truth and discipline. If we are 
to continually walk with the Lord, we must maintain strict discipline 
and integrity (scrupulous probity)!2595 The narrow path of God’s right-
eousness is in the light of truth; for God is the essence of light, truth, 
and love! It is absolutely impossible to maintain walking with God in 

2592 Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
2593 Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16.
2594 1 Corinthians 5:3-13; cf. Romans 2:1-29; warning—1 Corinthians 11:23-31.
2595 2 Corinthians 13:1-10; Hebrews 12:4-11.
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the light of imperative truth and righteousness, while yet maintaining 
willingness to walk in the darkness of: deceit, deception, delusion, fan-
tasy, and idolatry! Place and maintain God as first and foremost 
decisively, or fail terribly; the narrow path of God’s righteousness and 
the broad path which leads to destruction cannot be traveled simulta-
neously or alternated! 

CHRISTIANITY INVOLVES APPROPRIATE FOCUS 

Being a Christian is truly a matter of focus and attitude! Focus upon 
the author and perfecter of our faith, and strength of Christian character 
(attitude) to guard over our hearts and minds so as to allow sanctification 
(being set apart and made holy); for this is God’s will for our exis-
tence!2596 Although the Lord seeks to guide all who believe, He only 
guides those who humbly submit to follow; thus disciplined devotional 
Christians! The Lord does not want automatons, but rather wills for 
us to earnestly and devotionally desire His presence in our lives first 
and foremost; from this devotional desire comes focus and submission 
(matter of attitude), bringing forth victory in the faith by God’s grace. 
Most believers understand small portions of the Gospel, because it is 
small portions of their lives which are submitted to God; small portions 
of time well spent. Disciplined devotional Christians understand the 
Gospel to a much larger degree, because of the imperative of determined 
study, and submission for the purpose of receiving from the Lord that 
which is good, acceptable, and pure; larger portions of time well spent. 
God being high (Christian), or low (simple lukewarm believer) on one’s 
priority list, is a matter of personal choice and precise decision! 

To be “Christ-like” (Christian) is to seek fulfillment of God’s will; 
for this is a matter of fact, which negates double-mindedness, doubt, or 
debate! Although religion in the United States and elsewhere has grown 
immensely, it is religion that has grown; not personal relationships with 
God, as this is a personal matter of selfless devotion rarely found in 
group settings. People are taught the supposed necessity of the rituals, 
yet are not taught submission and the actual necessity of the spiritual 
relational reality; this as God in no longer allowed access to most church 
congregations (church of Laodicea—Revelation 3:14-22)! People come 
to believe that God will be displeased with them if they do not partici-

2596 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8. 
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pate in traditions and rituals (rote); leading multitudes to religion, yet 
staying many from the saving relationship which God seeks to have 
with individual believers. Fellowship with God is imperative to our re-
lationship with Him, therefore any form of religion which does not 
teach this important fact is futile and vane! The spiritual reality is all 
about a personal relationship; not ritualistic religion of rote! God wants 
our devotional sincerity, which involves appropriate focus and priorities; 
not behavior in harlotry, because we choose to remain double-minded 
or self-centered.2597 

DECISIONS MUST BE MADE 

If as believers we insist upon walking in darkness by habitually holding 
to all that is carnal, we cannot by any Biblical standard expect to have 
fellowship with God; for He is God and we must act accordingly 
(humbly: reverent, submissive, and obedient). To be “Christ-like” 
(Christian) is to realize we have been crucified with Christ, therefore 
how shall we who have died to sin seek to live within it again!2598 Many 
believers I know are mastered by sin, thus by definition they are not 
Christians; for many choose to grieve the Holy Spirit (if present) by 
causing Him to dwell within the filth of intentional human wretched-
ness; denying the necessity of His fruits in the process.2599 This in many 
(or most) cases proves that the saving relationship does not exist!2600 
Although the Lord knows with certainty who is and who is not saved, 
it is prudent that individuals have certainty while in our mortal bodies; 
for without the manifest proof of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, what will 
be the inevitable outcome?! 

Very few believers personally known ever wait patiently upon the 
Lord; this including: Pastors, ministers, and teachers. When supplication 
is made to the Lord, patient waiting is necessary so as to receive the an-
swer; for He answers us in accordance to His perfect timing; which also 
includes our willingness to accept the answer. Most believers and many 
Christians fail to wait for God’s answer before going forth, and this 
contingent upon whether supplication was rendered at all! Most be-
lievers personally known do not actually make supplication for 

2597 Colossians 3:5; James 1:2-12; 4:3-10.
2598 Galatians 2:15-21.
2599 Romans 6:1-8:39; Galatians 5:19-26; 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
2600 1 John 5:18-21.
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appropriate growth from the Lord, for they believe themselves to have 
the ingenuity and religious potential necessary to succeed in life without 
God’s righteous leadership!2601 Because actual wisdom comes from the 
Lord, it is our dutiful responsibility to wait patiently upon Him, and 
this after making supplication according to His will; which always in-
volves sanctification and stern discipline. If what we seek does not 
involve sanctification; which is God’s will for all believers; we have in 
an undisciplined manner decided to seek that which is unrighteous ac-
cording to the standards of the faith we profess!2602 In all our ways we 
must acknowledge God and His good, acceptable and perfect will, for 
God’s way is the righteous way; our path which is aloof God’s masterful 
leadership and guidance is the wrong way! How many believers by per-
sonal volition and choice constantly choose the wrong way; while 
claiming to love God? What kind of love is that? 

CHRISTIANITY HAS A RIGHTEOUS OUTCOME 

When we have fellowship with the Lord, He leads us in—right doing 
(righteousness); this as He both wills and works in us that which is pleas-
ing to Himself. Submission to allow God’s sanctifying work is the essence 
of walking in His righteousness, not a righteousness conceived of and 
fulfilled by our own human endeavors! Although some may say that we 
may emulate God’s righteousness; this is incorrect; for only God can 
perform truly righteous actions, thus He leads and we follow (or not)!  

This is not legalism whatsoever! By His grace He leads and 
strengthens us in every aspect of our lives, with only our personal volition 
causing hindrance. The big difference between Christians and believers 
in this matter, is that Christians do not intentionally hinder God’s work 
of sanctification by denial of His necessary presence, whereas most be-
lievers allow idolatry of “self” to denounce obedience, humble submission, 
and abiding in the Word to be of necessity. When we deny “self” so as to 
follow the Lord, He has potential to lead us within our: marriages, jobs, 
family life, leisure activities, and moment by moment choices; for we be-
come instruments of His righteousness in a more insistent and consistent 
way; this of course contingent upon practiced denial of “self”! In allowing 
idolatry of “self” and friendship with the world to lead us astray of the 

2601 Romans 8:14.
2602 James 4:3-6, specific v. 3, reason v. 4.
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necessary truth that we need God for victory and true freedom, stubborn 
and rebellious (adolescent) pride becomes precedent; causing enmity and 
opposition between us and God.2603 

God gives His grace for a righteous reason! God ripped the temple 
curtain from top to bottom for a righteous reason! He wills for us to 
come into fellowship with Him, and appropriate His grace so that we 
may live our lives seeking to do the right thing for the right reasons 
as by disciplined humble submission. We can take His grace for 
granted, or we can allow the immensity of His grace to form us into 
the beautifully obedient sons and daughters He wills for us to be! 
Until we are willing to deny “self” we will not be willing to follow the 
Lord! Most people will submit to follow if consequences of disobe-
dience effect their physical world, yet only Christians submit to 
eliminate the harsh consequences which befall our spiritual life; for 
we cannot allow hindrance within our walk for our Lord! What a 
shame that most believers care only about the physical aspects of their 
life (blatant carnality); all of which end at the grave! Many speak (word 
only) of God’s kingdom and deliverance from the wages of sin which 
is death; a remnant actually awaits His kingdom expectantly, in 
thought, word, and deed!2604 

SPIRITUAL DEFEAT 

Without fellowship with God, we fail to don the full armor daily. When 
the armor of God is not donned, we seek the same secular standards of 
success (sinking sand) as non-believers; although the Scriptures tell us 
not to be envious of non-believers for they are of the world, and all that 
is of the world is passing away.2605 Friendship with the world causes en-
mity with God; fellowship with God leads us to actual success, which is 
founded upon the Rock. 
 

We must don the “helmet of salvation” so as to maintain our 1.
thoughts upon the true blessings of God which last for eternity. 
When we understand what our dear Lord has done for us, we will 
stop concentrating upon that which ends at the grave. 

2603 James 4:3-10.
2604 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
2605 Psalm 73:1-28; 1 John 2:15-17. 
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We must don the “breastplate of righteousness” so as to stay from 2.
selfish desires within our hearts. By appropriate donning of the 
breastplate, that which is of the world which would defile our stature 
within God’s righteousness is blocked from entering. 

 
We must don the “preparation of the Gospel of peace” so as to walk 3.
within Gospel standards of morality at all times. By appropriate 
donning of the preparation of the Gospel of peace, our steps are 
firmly planted upon the faithfulness of God; thus our steps are 
appropriate to the faith we confess. 

 
We must don the “girdle of truth” so as to maintain consistent and 4.
insistent honesty (probity, candor, veracity) at all times. By 
appropriate donning of the girdle of truth, we stay from all forms of 
deception and delusion; thus staying from captivity to Satan’s 
unrighteous will (the father of lies). 

 
We must take up the “shield of faith” so as to defend against the 5.
secular world which is utilized by Satan to cause us spiritual harm 
or death. When we wield the shield properly, the fiery darts of 
temptation cannot enter in to start fires of inappropriate lust, desires, 
and sin. 

 
We must take up the “sword of the Spirit” so as to speak the 6.
utterances of God. Although we many times think that our words 
can make a difference; it is God’s word which changes lives! The 
“sword of the Spirit” is our only offensive weapon! 

 
We must remain prayerful at all times so as to maintain our 7.
fellowship with God. Our success moment by moment is contingent 
upon our continual fellowship with the Lord; lest in a moment of 
time we fall prey to the inappropriate. 

 
Spiritual defeat is derived from allowing demonic influence to overtake 
us; this many times from the beginning point of seeking God! When 
we are drawn by the Father to know the Son; as no one can actually 
come to Christ without being drawn to do so; we are allowed a right-
eous foundation by which to humbly confess and submit unto the 
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authority of Christ, who is Lord; as this is the only basis by which the 
grace of God is given for the purpose of both salvation and spiritual 
success and victory!2606 With this knowledge, we must be very careful 
who or what we allow to be influential in our lives, for the enemy 
(Satan) will utilize any means possible to cause us to stumble; this ab-
solutely includes the disunity of denominational religion, and seeking 
God through selfish motives aloof selfless disciplined devotion! The 
spiritual relational reality with God which saves us by His grace is be-
cause of the uniqueness and faithfulness of God; not because of who 
we are apart from the relationship!2607  

Once coming to the relationship, the choice remains to focus upon 
and obey the Lord by earnest prayer and righteous supplication, or 
loose righteous focus to all that is carnal and distractive; which is the 
intention and influence from the demonic realm, that the spiritual 
growth which is from God alone would no longer be given and received, 
thereby placing the believer into a state of spiritual stagnancy hence-
forth! As believers in God, why do we submit to the influence of those 
who surround us, and refuse submission to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit who indwells us? Having the blessing of the Lord’s presence 
within, why would we desire to submit to the influence of demons within 
other human beings without; which very much includes religious doc-
trine and traditions? Because the Lord indwells us, no influence should 
be stronger to us than His; fellowship with Him makes this a reality! 
Please remember, although human beings will be utilized (influenced) 
by Satan and demons to cause us to stumble, the humans are not our 
enemy, but rather the forces of influential evil, and the unrighteous 
decisions we make.2608 
 
Imperative Note: We must remain separate from that which is of the 
world, if we are to receive the blessing of fellowship with God! To vo-
litionally connect with the world or walk according to the flesh, is to 
disconnect from the Lord; for friendship with the world and adherence 
to the flesh causes enmity toward God. When volitional connection 
with the world comes to pass, the inappropriate action directly dictates 

2606 John 6:44, 45; Romans 10:8-13; Hebrews 5:8-10.
2607 Matthew 19:21-26; Mark 10:17-31; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 3:1-11.
2608 Ephesians 5:1-6:20.
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by our disobedience that our love for God first and foremost has ceased; 
this initial step leads to inevitable spiritual suicide!2609 

CHRISTIANITY CONCLUSION 

It is this simple, if we believe we can have fellowship and devotional 
communication with God while remaining in darkness, we are deceiving 
ourselves, and living a lie.2610 Because no lie is of the truth, we in essence 
become self-deluding; as no matter what the influence without, we allow 
the influence to overtake us within! To walk in truth is to walk in the 
light, where all things are exposed!2611 To abstain from intentional sin 
and be repentant when we have turned away is foundational to loving 
the Lord. If we have become so complacent within sin that we no longer 
have conviction and remorse, something is terribly wrong! When we 
truly realize we have died to sin, we then refuse to allow sin to be master 
over us; it is at this point that the masterful leadership and nurturing 
of the Lord can be rendered and received! When sin no longer holds 
us in bondage, we are then free to walk in the light with the Lord, which 
is a true blessing of fellowship with Him; for our union with Him is no 
longer hindered. Testing ourselves in regard to godliness is truly the 
test of Christianity; therefore, how can victory in the faith become a 
reality aside of fellowship with the Lord! Please read Psalm 3:1-8; 
Proverbs 3:1-35. 

STEPS TO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD 

God must be loved first and foremost, wholly without •
exception; all else must remain secondary!2612 
Individual must maintain walking in the light of truth; without •
compromise, variation or excuse!2613 
Individual must be humbly devotional, disciplined, and diligent •
regarding prayer and study of the Gospel; as abiding is 
imperative!2614 Initial stages of fellowship with God occur 
during this specific; therefore, acquiescence must precede the 

2609 James 4:1-10; 1 John 2:12-17.
2610 1 John 1:5-10.
2611 Matthew 10:22-42; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12; Revelation 3:14-22.
2612 Matthew 22:36-40.
2613 1 John 1:1-10; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
2614 John 8:31-36; 15:1-27; 2 Timothy 2:1-26; 3:16, 17.
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endeavor, as the beautiful destination is accomplished only by 
God’s grace and righteousness in fulfillment of the kind 
intention of His will.  
Individual must abstain from fleshly sin and inappropriate •
connection with the world!2615 
Individual must deny “self,” for no aspect of the flesh can enter •
into God’s presence!2616 

 
The blessing of fellowship with God is foundational to His everlasting 
lovingkindness, holiness, righteousness, and the kind intention of His 
will; by which we are led, nurtured, and trained spiritually now and for 
all eternity. Although the Lord will render a taste of the heavenly gift 
(fellowship with Him) so that an individual may sample the reality of 
His spiritual presence during a humble, correct, and righteous confes-
sion of faith (Jesus as Lord), the Lord will repeatedly render this 
blessing for nothing less than disciplined devotional obedience and 
diligence! The beauty of fellowship with God (heavenly gift) is initiated 
by God in accordance to an individual’s motive (God first and fore-
most); no motive involving “self” will suffice! Although the reality of 
fellowship with God is ineffable, I personally believe it to be the great-
est received blessing experienced in human form; ascribable only when 
received!2617 Christianity is all about love, faith, truth, discipline, obe-
dience, diligence, and selfless servitude; which negate laziness, 
deception, delusion (which includes excuses), self-centeredness, and all 
that is nefarious! FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD IS ASTOUNDINGLY 
BEAUTIFUL, AND WONDERFUL; TRULY WORTHY OF MAXI-
MUM DEVOTIONAL EFFORT! 
 
Personal Note: The beginning stages of actual personal fellowship 
with God; beyond the blessing from God for the purpose of a righteous 
confession of faith; are very difficult, as making the transition from a 
practiced carnal existence to the spiritual relational reality is arduous; 
yet never burdensome if a selfless devotional love for God is actively 
present. Please remember, the Lord looks to the core of motive; for 

2615 James 4:1-17; 1 John 2:3-3:18.
2616 Matthew 16:21-28; Philippians 2:12-16.
2617 Ephesians 1:3-23; Hebrews 6:1-20.
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the spiritual relational reality is all about God, and we are blessed in 
active acceptance of this fact! The difficulty in continued accomplish-
ment of intimate fellowship with God, comes when “self” is not denied 
on a devotionally habitual basis; for without denial of “self” we quickly 
return to attempting to love God in the flesh, rather than in spirit! Just 
as we learned living according to the flesh by all that surrounds us and 
by failing to be taught and practice the admonitions of God at an early 
age, we must now reject a life time of unrighteous learning so as to re-
alize and actively accomplish the spiritual reality which is pleasing to 
God (John 4:20-24)! This is accomplished only by realization and 
acknowledgment of our carnal wretched ways (Isaiah 64:4-6), and re-
bellion against it (constantly testing ourselves) by abiding in the Word; 
this leading to abiding in the Lord by acquiescence and humble dis-
ciplined obedience, which allows the Lord to take us from the darkness 
of the wide path which leads to destruction by placing us upon the bril-
liantly lit narrow path of His righteousness! Initially this is very difficult, 
yet is accomplished with increased ease as we “get over ourselves” (total 
denial of personal volition and all that is of the flesh) so as to present 
our bodies as a living sacrifice which is our spiritual service of righteous 
worship and devotion (Romans 12:1-3)! Very few individuals ever tran-
scend personal volition (“self”) to frequent intimate fellowship with 
God, because the devotional diligence necessary is denied for the sake 
of carnal ease and comfort; which takes us once again captive to the 
flesh (“self”)! As God knows every aspect of our existence, and the only 
one we are hiding from is ourselves; volitional surrender unto the Lord 
God of all creation is the only righteous course of action, lest we re-
peatedly return to bondage by selfish lazy cowardice! It takes great 
courage to allow sanctification away from the world and its ways, so as 
to abound within the spiritual relational reality; the task being both 
great and abounding within God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will is 
of wonderful distinction, yet harsh due to rejection by those who remain 
intentionally carnal and prideful (stubborn and/or rebellious); thus the 
imperative of the courage! Talking about this does not accomplish the 
spiritual reality; for disciplined devotional surrender is the imperative 
for accomplishment of the righteous task of coming to the beautifully 
intimate spiritual relationship which God seeks, which is absolutely pos-
sible by God’s grace for those who earnestly seek Him with continual 
selfless, disciplined, diligent, and devotional effort; which is actual ful-
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fillment of purpose!2618 The beauty of constant intimate fellowship with 
our Creator and Lord is absolutely possible and worthy of maximum 
diligent and devotional effort; which is why loving the Lord first and 
foremost with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength remains the 
foundation of the endeavor! God knows this; thus the first and foremost 
commandment in the Law!2619 Deludingly claiming to love the Lord 
aloof reality is easily evinced, by abundant talk (boasting) and little 
effort; for true sincere devotional love for God receives righteous mo-
tivation for action, which is from God’s grace according to the kind 
intention of His will! The spiritual relational reality is a personal matter 
of active devotional love; therefore, an intimate matter between indi-
viduals and God, of which no human being can assist or lead. We must 
sincerely love and trust the Lord God; for only He can make this 
happen, when (and only when) we have fulfilled our duty and respon-
sibility to actively summit and follow! The reality exists that by God’s 
manifest righteousness, we can do the right thing for the right reason; 
with the only hindrances being un-denied “self” and cowardice!  

Denial of Fellowship Taught from the Pulpit 

SCRIPTURE IN CONTEXT 

It would be wonderful, if all teachings from the pulpit held Gospel ac-
curacy and truth; yet this is rarely the case. From the pulpit believers 
are taught to sin, and are blatantly led astray by being taught to receive 
Scripture out of context. Let me reiterate: 
 

In many (not all) sermons I have heard coming from supposed 1.
Christian pulpits, a few Scriptures are stated; usually far reaching 
one from another and rarely within the same line of truth (handle 
accurately, orthotomew—to cut straight; 2 Timothy 2:15); with the 
interim time between the bits of Gospel being expended with affec-
tation, pedantry, ostentation, and efficacy. Because the easiest way to 
camouflage deception and evasion is between bits of truth, the 
oratory spoken in the interim is assumed to be contextual with the 
few Scriptures; although many times without righteous association! 

2618 James 1:19-25; 2:18-26.
2619 Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 3:21-31.
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In congregational settings, I have repeatedly heard Scripture taken out 
of context, in efforts to confirm the minister’s bogus attempts to reason 
their way through Scripture, or tickle ears; unfortunately dragging the 
congregation along down the wide path which leads to wretched distrac-
tion and inevitable spiritual destruction! As spiritual discernment comes 
from the Lord, and the Scriptures are either spiritually discerned and ap-
praised or not understood, carnal congregational leadership without 
spiritual discernment or ability to appraise (i.e. void of fellowship with 
God; or void of the reality of God entirely) tends to reason Scripture by 
human intellect. Although this may seem impressive to many, no one will 
find their way to freedom in Christ when the blind are leading the 
blinded!2620 Here is a great idea, let’s proclaim Gospel in righteous context 
from the pulpit (Gospel truth), without the foolishness of man’s intellect 
and confabulation; doing so with the imperative regarding the spiritual 
relational reality remaining at the forefront! Even if we lived to be one 
hundred years old, having studied the Bible every day, we would still have 
much to learn from the Lord, for His training is for all eternity and in-
volves the reality behind the written words; thus seeking of abounding 
wisdom, understanding and knowledge is a terrifically righteous motiva-
tion and endeavor! Let’s get started shall we; for the beauty of instruction 
and training from the Lord is quite: personal, edifying, and wonderful! 

As it is the responsibility of all believers to test the teachings of 
others, the only person responsible for allowing the deception to befall 
us is ultimately ourselves. The definition of “Amen” is—“truly.” When 
information is misleading from the pulpit, and we give the “amen,” not 
having tested what was said; we acknowledge a lie to be the truth. This 
is the essence of acknowledging evil to be good and good evil.2621 When 
we make acknowledgements in this way, we literally open the door so 
that the enemy (Satan and demons) can enter to further deceive us! If 
ministers or pastors tend to render sermons in this way, please read the 
entire chapter from which the tidbits of Scripture were extracted, thus 
gaining understanding as to the actual context of the Scripture; before 
rendering the “amen”; and this only when warranted! If in fact the 
Scriptures are habitually being taken out of context, walk away; for 
many supposed Christian leaders are actually serving Satan!2622 The 

2620 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.
2621 Isaiah 5:16-21.
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Lord has given each of us a measure of faith; let’s utilize it, and stop 
succumbing to falsehoods! Please read Isaiah 5:1-30 and Ezekiel 8:1-
18, carefully, noting the comparison regarding the aforementioned; for 
it is very unwise to think we know, when we can actually come to knowl-
edge of truth when our walk with God is appropriately righteous, and 
those who deceive kept far from us! 

SIN BEING TAUGHT AS APPROPRIATE 

In many congregations today, coveting is actually taught as acceptable 2.
and appropriate; although not. Coveting is sin; therefore congrega-
tions are actually being taught to sin! I cannot even count the times 
reference to Abraham and Job have been proclaimed in context that 
others may have entitlement to their blessings of financial gains.  

 
Within the accounts of both Abraham and Job, failure comes (in most 
cases) to realize that these men were lovingly devoted to the Lord. In 
Abraham’s case, he doubted the Lord and was guilty of lying (frailties of 
the flesh); yet his heart was for the Lord.2623 In the case of Job, there was 
no mentioned sin committed by Job prior to the test, yet the emphasis 
remained upon God’s allowing him to be tested through suffering. It 
must also be of mention regarding Job that he was the most righteous 
human being on planet earth; yet this fact is never included in the false-
hoods which lead to coveting Job’s blessings! Please note that God blessed 
Job, as Job prayed for others even during times of great personal suffer-
ing!2624 In both accounts, emphasis is made that love for the Lord leads 
to God’s blessings upon individuals; both blessings of financial gains and 
blessings of suffering and persecution for God’s glory! Do many believers 
count suffering and persecutions for God’s glory to be blessings from 
God? Do many believers even care that these men walked uprightly trust-
ing in God (for the most part); or does the concern of the many remain 
upon seeking the financial gains, without the devotion for God which 
these men held? The answer is simple, as one’s desires and endeavors ev-
idence the truth! That which is emphasized in the accounts of both men, 
is that they were normal human beings blessed of God; making mistakes 

2622 Matthew 7:13-29; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:1-15.
2623 Genesis 12:13-20; 17:15-18; 22:1-18.
2624 Job chapters 1, 38-42.
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yet earnestly seeking to love the Lord first and foremost, and receive His 
council. How often do you hear this emphasis from the pulpit? 

When it is taught from the pulpit that the financial gains of Abraham 
and Job can be obtained by others (coveted); this remains a deception 
which conveys sin as appropriate Christian behavior. What is the tenth 
commandment (Exodus 20:17)? When darkness is portrayed as light 
from the pulpit, and believers do not test what is said by the Scriptures; 
a multitude remaining deceived is the end result! Although most be-
lievers seek to remain deceived as by seeking only that which is temporal 
(generally riches; comfort and ease); true Christians remain focused in 
seeking that which is eternal, by donning the helmet of salvation, and 
the remaining full armor of God daily.2625 Christians test all things ac-
cording to the Scriptures, whereas most believers do not; thus Christians 
obtain freedom through the Word (in Christ), whereas most believers 
maintain forms of bondage according to the desires of the flesh. I state 
“most” when speaking of these downfalls within Christendom befalling 
believers, because most believers I personally know seek the same 
worldly possessions, and maintain the same worldly desires and mindset 
as non-believers! I note little difference between believers and non-be-
lievers in most cases; as Christians make the time to study and diligently 
seek God with disciplined sincere devotion, and most believers make 
only excuses for having failed to do so. Actual Christianity (the spiritual 
relational reality) is true and righteous; for actual Christianity is—God 
at work; this never occurring when believers intentionally remain car-
nal, with motivation foundational to all that is of the world and flesh! 

INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR  

Far too many supposed spiritual leaders seek to do the work for which 
God alone is responsible! It is the Lord who convicts of: sin, judgment, 
and of righteousness.2626 Ours is to defend the hope of eternal life, pro-
claim the love of God to all others, speak the Gospel truth in love, plant 
seed and water the seed; it is God’s work to bring forth righteous fruition 
and all growth.2627 When from the pulpit we continually hear: do this, 
don’t do that, give more money, never question church leadership, ad-

2625 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.
2626 John 16:7-15.
2627 1 Corinthians 3:1-23.
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here to religious doctrine, worship according to tradition; millions fall 
prey to demonically influenced manmade religion, derived from foolish 
human beings who seek to do God’s work, and this attempted in the 
flesh!2628 Nowhere in all such teachings, is fellowship with the Lord 
taught as imperative; for foolish religious teachers have no understand-
ing regarding fellowship with God; nonetheless can they teach the 
necessity to others! Spiritual growth comes from the Lord alone; there-
fore, fellowship with Him is the threshold of all appropriate growth 
within Christianity, which includes our purposeful existence!  

Because of the materialism taught from the pulpit, many believers 
do not think they have been blessed of God. The Scriptures instruct us 
that we are to be content with food and covering in the physical realm.2629 
When we learn to be content in a Biblical context, we then gaze with 
more intensity to God’s many spiritual blessings! Are we healthy? Are 
our children and parents healthy? Can we see, hear, taste, and speak? 
The aforementioned blessings are but a few, which others may not have; 
although they have other blessings from God. When we learn to count 
the many aspects of our existence for God as blessings, we learn to be 
content in all circumstances, including: weaknesses, distresses, persecu-
tions, suffering, and difficulties; for in all things we learn to trust in the 
Lord, as we can do all things through Him who strengthens us.2630 

UNDERSTANDING WITHIN THOSE KNOWN BY GOD  

(CF. GALATIANS 4:1-11) 

There is a huge difference between “Christianity” and the “Christian 
religion”! “Christianity” consists of personal devotional relationships 
between individual believers and the Lord, and gatherings of believing 
individuals (ekklaysia; church); all of whom maintain focus and attention 
upon the one true God; for within “Christianity” the emphasis is always 
upon reverent fear of the Lord and evidence of the truth! Within the 
“Christian religion,” the emphasis is upon the rituals, doctrines, tradi-
tions, precepts, and philosophies of man; along with individuality; which 
actually evinces the “Christian religion” to be no different than any 
other religion in the world!2631  

2628 Galatians 5:16-26.
2629 1 Timothy 6:6-19, specific v. 8.
2630 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Philippians 4:10-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-12.
2631 Colossians 2:1-23; 1 Timothy 4:1-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
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The emphasis of “Christianity” is always upon God, as He is the 
only foundation for both the structuring and building of “the Way” 
(Body of Christ; Church; reality of God); for human beings are inca-
pable of actual godly righteousness, and saving ourselves from the 
wages of sin, which is death.2632 The emphasized foundation of all “re-
ligion” upon planet earth (including the Christian religion), is upon 
forms of pleasing or helping God as by human effort, or reaching levels 
of consciousness by which salvation may be achieved; solely by self-
effort and following the teachings of other deceived human beings. 
Because all forms of secular (worldly) religion is based upon futile at-
tempts to lead others, although simultaneously refusing to follow God, 
the outcome is human emotional obstinate adamancy which remains 
void of actual knowledge pertaining to God.2633 Although the beautiful 
relationship between individual believers with God (Christianity) was 
for a short time pronounced within the intimacy of “the Way,” upon 
entrance of Mesopotamian pagan religions into the Christian church 
at Pergamum in the second century A.D. (cf. Revelation 2:12-15), the 
beautiful reality of “the Way” (within the hearts and minds of many) 
was transformed into the “Christian religion”; which remains void of 
the Holy Spirit. Although a remnant has always dwelt within a beautiful 
relationship with God (the Way; spiritual relational reality), the masses 
have unfortunately fallen prey to the guile of Satan’s influence (reli-
gion); this being the reason that loving the things of the world 
(religiosity), causes enmity toward God! A relationship with God is 
based in: faith, truth, trust and discipline; which is far reaching from 
the simple human emotions and fleshly superficiality preyed upon by 
worldly religion. 

The personal relationship with God (Christianity) aside of all ritu-
alistic and doctrinal foolishness (the Christian religion), is the greatest 
blessing achievable within human existence! The ritualistic, doctrinal, 
and philosophical foolishness of “religion,” is derived from the innate-
ness of human nature (lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, the boastful 
pride of life, pride, arrogance, and self-centeredness), which when fol-
lowed leads to the inanity of ritualistic religion void of the Holy Spirit’s 
leadership. Although “Christianity” has but one performed act of re-

2632 Acts 9:1, 2; 19:9:23; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; John 14:6, 7; Romans 6:1-23.
2633 Romans 8:1-17; 10:1-21; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
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membrance (Lord’s Supper), the “Christian religion” has abundant rit-
uals and traditions such as the Sacraments, Christmas, Easter, Lent, 
Good Friday, etc.; the former trusts fully in God, whereas the latter 
trusts in the accomplishments and religiosity of humankind (enticements 
and doctrines of demons)! The personal relationship which is 
“Christianity” is destined for spiritual growth within a remnant of in-
dividuals, derived from the blessings received when God is first and 
foremost (veil lifted); whereas the foolishness of religion is destined for 
spiritual failure and death, derived from trusting in humankind within 
the guile of Satan (veil remains)!2634 

Summation 
The Lord Jesus Christ refused to adhere to the traditions which were 
verbally passed down by the Pharisees.2635 Jesus refused to do this, for 
He knew that the traditions were in addition to the standards as set forth 
by God, and was proclaimed so as to build pedestals from which religious 
leadership could act condescendingly toward others.2636 Traditions 
which are set forth by humankind; for the most part; cause confusion 
and distract away from focus upon the Lord in a spiritual sense; leading 
to individuals walking by sight, not by faith, in the darkness of religious 
deception, rather than in the light of truth! Within religious traditions, 
the focus generally becomes one of following others who engage in vain 
attempts to please God (rote)!2637 Without the necessary fellowship with 
God for spiritual success and victory, spiritual stagnancy remains, leading 
to repetitive inane thinking and vain endeavors of rote. Traditions in 
most cases, lead only to bondage within manmade religion, as they have 
no value against fleshly indulgence! Failure to understand God’s un-
merited favor (GRACE) toward those created in His image (spiritually), 
leads to foolish attempts to please God, rather than devotional submis-
sion and obedience with thanksgiving. 

The Lord has always sought our love, loyalty, and devotion (Hosea 
6:4-7). With the many other precedences taught from the pulpit, such 
as riches, comfort, self, traditions, rituals, man’s precepts and doctrines; 
it becomes increasingly more difficult to realize that worship is all about 

2634 2 Corinthians 3:1-18.
2635 Mark 7:1-23.
2636 Matthew 23:1-36.
2637 Isaiah 29:10-21.
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the Lord (spirit and truth), with our purpose being found within thanks-
giving to Him for His many splendid gifts and spiritual blessings. The 
church today does not consider the many spiritual blessings of God, 
because religious leadership has fallen prey to considering God’s bless-
ings according to carnal physical realm standards (mammon).2638 When 
will we realize that loving the Lord is our purpose of life; now and 
forever! When will we stop chasing after the world, so the Lord’s sanc-
tifying work may occur unhindered?2639 When will we return to learning 
Gospel truth in context; staying from seeking that God change to suit 
our standards of incompetence? When will we “get over ourselves” so 
as to love the Lord and others as we ought? With appropriate agape 
love being received and rendered by God’s legitimate children, comes 
the end of the selfish love of the world being pronounced in the lives 
of lukewarm believers. The world actually hates the pure love which is 
from God; for His love very much involves—“love of the truth,” which 
is necessary for actual salvation!2640 True change unto being conformed 
to the image of our Lord is possible; yet remaining a personal matter 
between the individual believer and God. The choice is ours individ-
ually; for only God Himself can lead us upon the path He has chosen 
for us personally. Proper devotional worship and love comes forth from 
the spirit of individuals who are righteously “drawn” by God, and is 
many times not found in church environments; therefore devotional 
love for the Lord is found in our response to His manifest love in us. 

Considering that our actual foes are very powerful and should never 
be underestimated, we must remain on guard having donned God’s full 
armor daily. Because the Lord will allow us to be tested throughout our 
lifetime, fellowship with Him remains the imperative; which when ab-
sent allows downfall and defeat, yet when present brings forth potential 
freedom in Christ and victory through faith. We would be foolish to 
doubt the onslaught of harm a powerful foe can bring forth during at-
tack; therefore we must be always vigilant to remain focused when we 
stand, lest we fall! The Lord allows the influence of the enemy to come 
forth, to test us; will our decisions be for or against God, will they be 
centered upon “self” (defeat in the flesh) or upon the Lord and others 

2638 Matthew 6:19-24.
2639 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8.
2640 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; cf. 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
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(potential victory)? The choice is ours to make, for no one else can be 
blamed for our choices!  

Many believers choose to remain ignorant of the battle we face 
against powerful foes, somehow believing the enemy will simply go 
away; this occurs when aloof the reality of God (spiritual relational re-
ality)! When believers are doing nothing for the Lord as they 
continually serve themselves or remain spiritually deceived, there is no 
threat to the enemy; for Satan has only to keep us in bondage efficiently 
in one way (usually: pride, arrogance, fleshly insecurities, sexual im-
morality, and religiosity), to eliminate us as a threat; as those who are 
dead spiritually hold no spiritual significance! Christians remain dili-
gent to don the armor and step out upon the battlefield daily, for we 
know our servitude unto God’s righteousness makes us a threat to the 
enemy, and the attacks are certain to come; thus we remain clothed 
appropriately!2641 Christians also know that although we must fight in 
the battle, the battle belongs to the Lord; thus we must maintain focus 
upon our King so that He may lead us to victory! Defeat in the flesh, 
or victory spiritually by faith; most believers maintain the former, while 
Christians are upheld in the latter! 

Truth for actual believers—the one true God indwells us; the one 
true God who abounds with lovingkindness, mercy, strength and grace! 
If we would maintain actual realization of this fact, and receive the 
blessing of His presence, we would not continually look for fulfillment 
and purpose elsewhere. Most believers look to the secular world in at-
tempts to find purpose, because they either do not actually have a 
relationship with God (as they are deceived), or they fall prey constantly 
to the influence of the enemy who renders distractions leading to un-
fruitful secular deeds. We are complete in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
nowhere else can the purpose of our existence be found and fulfilled! 
The truth remains, we must be divinely “drawn” by God to come to 
the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ), and we must be within the 
authority (divinity and glory) of Christ in order to be known by God 
as His legitimate children; for all others are illegitimate children who 
remain within the religious deceptions of the evil one (Satan)! This 
fact is proven as those who worship (in any way) foundational to the 
darkness of deception, are worshipping Satan through the darkness of 

2641 Romans 13:1-14; Ephesians 4:17-32; 6:10-20; Colossians 3:5-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.
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his deceptive religious schemes; for God is worshipped solely in spirit 
and in truth, or He is not actually worshipped at all! Being within the 
reality of God and the reality of the Christ is everything; for being 
aloof holds us to eternal judgment and torment! 

EITHER / OR 

We can either continue to follow other human beings; or we can follow 
the Lord who seeks to lead each of us to salvation “personally.” We can 
either go with the status quo of humanity continuing to walk in dark-
ness; or we can come out into the light of truth and have fellowship 
with the Lord. We can either count success by foolish worldly standards 
(carnality); or we can walk victoriously by faith. We can either go out 
onto tangents with the many away from the Holy Spirit’s leadership; 
or we can allow Him to conform us to the image of Christ. We can 
either “get over ourselves” and learn to walk in a manner pleasing to 
the Lord as by His expert leadership and tutelage; or we can remain in 
bondage to “self” and thus suffer continual spiritual defeat. We can 
either continue to seek our rewards on this earth, and thus lose our re-
wards in God’s kingdom; or we can serve the Lord, and store for 
ourselves treasures in heaven (our actual home). We can either continue 
to look to others for answers to our purpose in life; or we can humbly 
submit to the Lord who will guide us to our purpose. We can either re-
main complacent to maintain a weak faith by failing to read the 
Scriptures and fellowship with the Lord; or we can make the time to 
study the Gospel and fellowship with the Lord, thereby allowing the 
power of the Word and guidance of God to lead us to “abide” in 
both.2642 We can either study and pray with devotional diligence and 
receive the Gospel truth implanted into our spirit by the Lord; or we 
can continue within complacency and ignorance and receive deception 
and downfall. The choice rests with each of us; for no human leadership 
in the world can make this decision for us, nor lead us upon the narrow 
path of God’s righteousness; upon which the Lord leads His legitimate 
children personally. It is time to enter into the intimate, intricate, grace 
abounding relationship God has chosen for each of us; NOW IS THE 
TIME!2643 

2642 Hebrews 4:1-16; 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17; cf. John 8:31-36; 14:1-16:15, specific 15:1-17.
2643 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
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Heed This Warning: Only the Lord God our Creator can render to 
us the specifics of His purpose for our individual lives. We must never 
allow other human beings to specify or insist upon our purpose, for all 
such insistence is in accordance to their carnal and foolish volition! 
People following and listening to other people, regarding spiritual 
matters, has led to multitudes being led astray for generations; this would 
not happen if individuals would humbly submit to and wait devotionally 
so as to receive the Lord’s blessings! It is the Lord (and the Lord alone) 
whom: anoints, teaches, nurtures, enlightens, inspires, brings forth spir-
itual growth, and guides righteously and masterfully; it is the Lord God 
of all creation we are to love, worship, follow, and serve in a disciplined, 
devotional, and spiritual context!2644 No exceptions! 

Within the current-day church (Laodicea—Revelation 3:14-22) the 
reality of God’s divine work is neither taught nor emphasized! The re-
ality of the Lord’s indwelling is denied and or rejected; which is proven 
by the fact that Scripture imperatives are neither taught nor obeyed! 
The Holy Spirit convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness, and 
judgment; yet within the practiced behavior of both church congrega-
tions and congregational parishioners who maintain walking in the 
darkness of deception, what evidence is there of the Holy Spirit’s con-
victions! Multitudes are truly completely separate from the spiritual 
“reality of God,” the spiritual “reality of the Christ,” and the spiritual 
convictions of the Holy Spirit; yet this remains un-noticed, as Satan’s 
schemes involving religious endeavor truly deceives the whole world, 
with the exception of the remnant called and chosen of God!

2644 Matthew 23:1-36; John 1:1-18; 1 Corinthians 2:1-3:23.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

TRUTH AND THE  
SPIRITUAL RELATIONAL REALITY 

Systematic Investigation, Aligning Distinct Associations 

The Imperatives Regarding Salvation and the 
Spiritual Relational Reality 

Righteousness and fruition of God; which is God at work (John 1.
6:37-48, 65; 14:6)! 
Faith (Hebrews 11:6). 2.
Truth (John 14:6; 17:17-19; 2 Corinthians 13:1-10). 3.
Discipline (Hebrews 12:4-11). 4.
Selfless devotional diligence (2 Peter 1:2-11). 5.
Knowledge (Ephesians 1:3-23). 6.

 
Scripture Reference Key Note: Although throughout the book large 
groups of Scripture verses have been listed, so as to evidence the truth 
of Scripture pertaining to specifics; and this also to demonstrate the 
subject matter to be in context to Scripture specifics, not vice versa; 
henceforth within this chapter (for the most part) only precise specific 
verses will be listed, so as to present precisely the Gospel truth regarding 
the reality of the spiritual relationship and the associated fruition! This 
holds an imperative regarding the—TRUTH AND THE SPIRITUAL 
RELATIONAL REALITY; for far too many deceptions have gone 
forth throughout the generations, so as to appease and deceive according 
to carnal human whims and desires, and the schemes of Satan; which 
are aloof the work and reality of God! As God and salvation (respec-
tively) are the two highest priorities now (corporeity; mortal existence) 
and for all eternity (spirituality), and no lie is of the truth; the pure truth 
must be presented to fend off the guile of religion and human foolish-
ness which has and continues to lead multitudes astray! 
 



Additional Key Notes: Truth, righteous discipline, and knowledge 
being three imperatives of true salvation in the Lord, mandates diligence 
in seeking of the truth; for no one will be saved through or by ignorance 
or delusive endeavor! In addition, in many parts of the book, mention 
regarding “self” has been rendered; with several distinctions of the spir-
itual detriment caused by “self” being of mention; therefore, in this 
chapter an aligning of Scripture will show and explain the harshness 
and dangers of “self” in a more concise way, so as to emphasize the im-
perative that “self” (wretched nature of human volition and behavior) 
must be volitionally and devotionally denied (intentionally abandoned), 
lest our physical aspects of existence squander or outright destroy our 
spiritual potential which is found solely in the Lord! 

In addition, the transition from living according to the physical as-
pects of our existence (corporeality), to living for and being led by God 
within the spiritual aspect of our existence is extremely difficult initially; 
for with the exception of John the Baptist who was indwelled by the 
Holy Spirit prior to his birth, all humans being born of the world in 
the flesh, must learn from the Lord how to exist in the Spirit (walk by 
faith; one’s spirit obediently submissive to the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit). Because two distinct realms exist (physical / spiritual), attempts 
will be forthcoming to explain the reality of how through spiritual dil-
igent seeking which allows approach to the threshold of the spiritual 
realm (where God is found), individuals led by the divine and masterful 
work of God can cross the threshold to enter the spiritual realm, to ac-
tually walk with God by faith in accordance to the kind intention of 
God’s will. It is in the spiritual realm where God is found, that actual 
fellowship with God occurs; nothing of the flesh, including “self” is al-
lowed to enter the spiritual realm at any time! 

Throughout the Scriptures, the reality can be witnessed that without 
the presence of God, or His godly (devoted) servants, individuals and 
groups of individuals tend to go astray; quickly returning to the ways 
of the world, and living for the flesh! The measure of faith which God 
graciously gave to all human beings, has two purposes; for the measure 
of faith activates the spiritual aspect of our existence, and allows the 
righteous potential to: submit to, know, love, worship, and walk with 
the Lord our Creator; while also allowing the Lord God to know, adopt, 
nurture, strengthen, mercifully embrace, and lead us in His righteous-
ness; if and only if we through understanding within relational purpose 
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come to seek and realize the reality of God, thereby seeking Him spir-
itually with: sincerity, gratitude, reverence, and devotion.2645 This does 
not occur according to any religious standard; although each of us 
should examine, judge, and test ourselves rightly pertaining to motive 
(carnal or spiritual; selfish or selfless; insincere or devotional).2646 
 
Personal Note: During the time of antiquity regarding the Israelites, 
there was but a remnant within the nation who refused to compromise; 
the reason for this being that the remnant was individually devotional 
unto God; whereas the multitudes were not! The reality of this can be 
witnessed within the plight of Elijah, when Jezebel sought to have his 
life taken from Him; for although there were a few million individuals 
within the nation at that time, yet only seven thousand remained devo-
tionally without compromise.2647 In the Garden of Eden, the Lord had 
supplied Adam and Eve with much delicious sustenance to enjoy, within 
only one rule to be upheld; abstinence from eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.2648 What was the outcome? Although Eve 
sinned in ignorance due to Satan’s having deceived her, Adam quite to 
the contrary sinned intentionally!2649 Had both Adam and Eve been 
sincerely devotional unto God, then they both would have listened pre-
cisely to God’s instruction, and remained obedient no matter the extent 
of the temptation, or deception (regarding Eve). The point to be made 
by this personal note is that without personal sincere devotion unto the 
Lord, we tend to follow the desires of our flesh, or seek to follow the 
status quo of the many; even into delusive behavior and teachings! 
Although multitudes claim to know and love God, the truth regarding 
their devotion or lack thereof can be witnessed by their “fruits”; for true 
devotion leads to humility and obedience, whereas insincerity within 
supposed devotion, just like adherence unto religiosity, are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence!2650 If we are truly appreciative unto the Lord 
for whom He is and the many spiritual blessings He is willing to bestow 
upon us, then we will pay heed to His instructions and commandments; 

2645 Psalm 14:1-3; Acts 17:24-28.
2646 2 Chronicles 30:17-20.
2647 1 Kings 19:1-18; cf. Romans 11:1-10.
2648 Genesis 2:9-17.
2649 Genesis 3:1-7; cf. 2 Timothy 2:13, 14.
2650 Colossians 2:20-23; Hebrews 5:8-10.
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without the compromise of which multitudes are blatantly guilty! 
During the time of antiquity when the imperative of “faith” had not yet 
been revealed, the faith of the devotional was divinely actuated by God; 
this due the fact that the Lord searches the hearts and minds of every-
one, and blesses those within whom He witnesses “selfless” purity for 
devotion.2651 This reality has never changed, for the divine work of God 
(drawing process) is yet upon those within whom is found purity of mo-
tive and devotional seeking of “truth”; whereas His blessing are not 
upon those whose superficiality is witnessed, along with their delusive 
behavior. If those around us cannot witness the reality of God in our 
existence by our Christian character and demeanor (walking in truth), 
then what is witnessed places opposition to the divine work of God; 
which benefits no one!  

In accordance to the measure of faith given to each by God, some-
thing or someone will be sought as a foundation within which “faith” 
can be placed. Human children and adolescents have a greater potential 
to place their faith in God, if their parents taught them the admonitions 
of God; and especially if the parents exampled the presence of God in 
them by their devotional submission and obedience, which is proven 
only when they are effectual doers of the Word by the grace of God.2652 
If parents of children or adolescents do not raise their offspring ac-
cording to the admonitions of God, as they do not know or follow God 
themselves, the children or adolescents tend to witness and mimic the 
someone or something of which their parents have placed their faith 
and focus; all of which will generally be of carnality (fleshly and/or sec-
ular), and therefore void of any actual spiritual possibility. All human 
beings having a notion of the reality of God by the measure of faith 
given them, and by the beauty and masterful design of creation, have 
the possibility within them to seek the reality of God through conver-
sations, church attendance, or study of the Bible.2653 Seeking the reality 
of God through church attendance and through conversations can be 
extremely dangerous, if within the situation the sound doctrine of the 
Bible is not followed or proclaimed!2654 If the individual’s motives are 
of selfless sincerity to discover God personally, they through personal 

2651 Galatians 3:1-29.
2652 James 1:22-25.
2653 Romans 1:20; cf. Acts 17:24-28.
2654 1 Timothy 4:6-11; 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.
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spiritual diligent endeavor can approach the threshold of the spiritual 
reality; which is the threshold of the spiritual realm where God is 
found, yet of personal accord or endeavor cannot cross the threshold, 
as crossing the threshold into the spiritual reality is solely by the gra-
cious divine work of God. Any attempts to discover God in accordance 
to selfish motive or desire, will not achieve approach to the threshold; 
for any attempts by carnality will never succeed, this including physical 
realm religiosity (elemental principles of the world)!2655 Any or all 
human endeavors within selfless seeking of God are limited to ap-
proaching the threshold of the spiritual realm; for actual knowledge 
of the reality of God is solely foundational to the divine work of God 
and glory of Christ!2656 

Being drawn by the Father to know the Son is a divine work of God’s 
righteousness; which is accordant to His grace! The blessings rendered 
by God in accordance to His grace (unmerited favor) are solely con-
tingent upon the mercy, lovingkindness, and righteousness of God; 
therefore, it is only by devotional humble acquiescence that the blessings 
can be received, as “self” (carnal volition) holds neither precedence nor 
purpose within the kind intention of God’s good, acceptable and perfect 
will! The reality of God’s blessings both rendered and received is thus 
foundational to the Lord’s love (unconditional, selfless, sacrificial), both 
rendered and received; this being the reason why believers must love 
God first and foremost, as God’s love can never be brought into ques-
tion, as it is a very part of God’s perfect nature! The reality of God’s 
divine work within human individuals is fully foundational to the Lord; 
for He is either accepted spiritually for the reality of whom He is (Lord 
of lords with full authority, God of all creation), or He is never actually 
accepted; for within the wretchedness of carnal “self,” understanding 
regarding the reality of God and of His divine work will never occur! 
The truth regarding this matter is quite simple; the divine work of God 
is absolutely righteous (right doing for right reason without exception; 
perfect); whereas intervening by the flesh (“self”) which is not capable 
of actual righteousness (only God is righteous) can only mimic the 
beauty of a spiritual reality because of its imperfections (mimicked right 
thing for wrong reason; unrighteousness)!2657 The reality of this fact is 

2655 Matthew 10:37-40; cf. Galatians 4:3-11; Colossians 2:8-10, 20-23; Hebrews 5:12-6:3.
2656 John 6:44, 45; 14:6, 7; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
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realized only within the spiritual relational reality; for in Christ we ob-
tain clear spiritual sight (discernment; ability to appraise), as we literally 
become capable of the righteousness of God in Christ, as the Lord is 
allowed and able to work within the divine righteousness of which He 
alone is capable!2658 The spiritual relational reality is all about God; our 
blessings come by way of our involvement by the grace of God, as in-
struments of His righteousness, according to the kind intention of His 
good, acceptable and perfect will! Any thoughts or attempts aloof this 
reality are actions of unrighteousness, as through “self” we seek cred-
ibility within the beauty of God’s reality, and the divine work of God 
for which no assistance can be rendered!2659 Within love for God first 
and foremost; which is only possible because He first loved us, we spir-
itually with devotional and humble acquiesce surrender unto the 
spiritual reality of God within the spiritual relational reality, or not; for 
pertaining to God, only spirituality and truth of reality is acceptable 
within God’s righteousness; therefore, the flesh (“self”) must remain 
totally aloof the relationship, as carnality being in opposition to God 
creates only confusion, irrelevance, irreverence (lack of respect), and 
enmity, while allowing the darkness of deception and fantasy to coerce! 
Failure is primarily because of double-mindedness, by attempts to in-
termix flesh and spirit which are opposed to each other; as we foolishly 
believe a matter of “self-importance” necessary within the spiritual re-
lational reality; although nothing is further from the truth! Our 
corporeal bodies have only one righteous purpose, to be presented unto 
God as holy and living sacrifices which are acceptable to God; for this 
is actually a spiritual service of our worship!2660 

Although many believe they can draw or win other human beings 
to know Jesus, this is completely incorrect; for although we can speak 
of the Lord Jesus (God) to others, and make proclamation of Gospel 
truth (prophesy; tell forth; not eschatology), there cannot and will not 
be a righteous effect through endeavors of “self,” but rather only by the 
fruition (work) of God!2661 The primary spiritually detrimental aspect 
of our corporeal existence is “self” (carnal centered volition) from which 

2657 Romans 10:1-4.
2658 Romans 1:16, 17; 3:1-6, 21-31; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 2 Corinthians 3:5-18; 5:14-21. 
2659 Ephesians 1:18-23; 4:4-6, 14-16; 1 John 2:27.
2660 Romans 12:1-3; cf. Colossians 1:16-23.
2661 John 6:44; 16:13-15; Ephesians 4:14-16; example—1 Corinthians 9:19-24.
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comes the boastful and arrogant pride of life and involvement with the 
world; which are in opposition to God!2662 Human pride being foun-
dational to the flesh and the world, in addition to the lust of the flesh 
(pleasure desire), and the lust of the eyes (wanton desire), is easily enticed 
and influenced by the ruler of the world (Satan; the Great Deceiver), 
and his followers (demons; humans held captive to do Satan’s will)!2663 
Because Satan is the ruler of this world by the authority of God, because 
of the initial sin of Adam in the Garden of Eden, he can and will utilize 
every available aspect of the flesh and of the world as a means of en-
slavement to deception, away from any spiritual reality!2664 The personal 
means of bondage of which Satan has no need to cause entrapment is 
foolish adolescent pride, which can remain active throughout a corporeal 
existence; for it is the foundation of: arrogance, stubbornness, rebellion, 
contempt, idolatry, haughtiness, and self-importance; all of which cause 
opposition to God, and therefore opposition to the spiritual potential 
of our existence (spiritual relational reality led by God)!2665 This being 
a matter of fact demonstrates the obscurity pride causes to the light of 
truth, thereby causing enmity with God; for as a spiritual reality is de-
stroyed, all that remains within which to falsely hope is physical realm 
religion (worldly beliefs within the flesh).2666 The only “religion” des-
ignated by God being the Law (Levitical), ended with the coming of 
the Messiah; therefore, as salvation is no longer contingent upon phys-
ical realm religion, but rather upon a spiritual reality foundational to 
“faith,” the obscurity caused by stubborn pride eliminates the possibility 
for salvation by grace through faith!2667 When the supposed relationship 
with God has never actually begun, all continuance aloof the reality is 
foundational to physical realm emotions; therefore, emotionalism which 
misleads away from any spiritual reality; as within the spiritual relational 
reality, God’s authority and leadership must be constantly followed and 
obeyed!2668 So what then is the truth of mention regarding “pride”; we 
can seek God through “religion” (any) which causes enmity, or we can 

2662 Romans 8:5-8, 12-14; Galatians 5:17; James 4:3-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
2663 ref. John 14:30, 31; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 12-15.
2664 Galatians 6:3; James 1:26, 27; Revelation 12:9.
2665 James 4:3-10; Colossians 3:5.
2666 Ephesians 2:11-16. 
2667 Galatians 3:19-26.
2668 Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:23-27; Hebrews 5:8-10.

The Big If 979



seek a relationship with Jesus without being drawn to the relationship 
by God, because of selfish ambition and emotionalism foundational to 
“carnal pride” which causes opposition; or we can practice denial of 
“self” which is the foundation of the obscuring pride, so as to have the 
potential of being drawn by God to the spiritual relational reality as by 
humble acquiescence!  

When God draws an individual to come to Jesus within a personal 
saving relationship, He does so divinely; for the necessity of: knowledge, 
humility and submission are required to confess—“Jesus as Lord”; thus 
the imperative of knowledge, as we must know who it is to which we 
must humbly submit!2669 God works this reality within the individual 
to fruition, for even within reluctance the reality must occur for eternal 
salvation to exist!2670 This reality is in fact the beginning “good” work 
of God within an individual, with continuance of growth which is from 
God alone coming only during repetition of acknowledgement of God, 
humility and submission; for the Lord cannot and will not bless times 
of disobedience and double-mindedness (carnal mixed with spiritual), 
as the blessings of God according to the kind intention of His will are 
solely spiritual; not carnal!2671 Simply stated, endeavors in the Lord can-
not start within the spirit and find fruition in the flesh, any more than 
endeavors for the Lord can start within the flesh and find fruition in 
the sprit; for that which is of the flesh is fleshly (carnal) and that which 
is of the spirit is spiritual, the opposition between the two distinct na-
tures of existence cannot be removed or relinquished by any form of 
endeavor, as there is no possible conjunction between the two! We can 
either be led spiritually by God in righteousness, by disciplined rejection 
of the flesh (denial of self) and submission to the Holy Spirit; or we can 
be led by the flesh which causes unrighteous denouement by rejection 
of the Lord within self-importance! 

Although some may say that God shows favoritism by His divine 
choice, the truth remains that God has always known the motives and 
intentions of all human beings; therefore, although He desires that none 
should perish but that all would come to knowledge of the truth, He 
knows who would and who would not submit (acquiesce) through 

2669 Romans 10:8-10.
2670 Hebrews 5:8-10, specific v. 9; Romans 8:14, 29, 30; cf. Matthew 25:32-34; Ephesians 1:3-6.
2671 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; Ephesians 1:3-14; James 1:4-8; 4:3-10.
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knowledge unto obedience of the faith; thus His righteousness pre-
vails!2672 Humbly submitting unto the authority of God during a 
righteous confession of faith—“Jesus as Lord,” is not an act of works; 
but rather this is the necessary action within reverence of an individual 
accepting what God has done for them in preparation to His righteous 
and divine drawing, thereby acknowledging and confessing the imper-
ative of God’s masterful leadership (authority) unto righteousness; the 
confession being solely of selfless humility and acquiescence!2673 
Multitudes know nothing of this reality, because they have never sought 
pure truth pertaining to God, with a selfless humble and contrite spirit! 

In order to be drawn by God to know Jesus, a matter of knowledge 
is imperative! When God came in human form (Immanuel; God with 
us), He did so with complete rejection (emptied) of divine power; for 
this was necessary so that Jesus could be fully tempted, as we are 
tempted; yet living a sinless life so as to become the perfect sacrificial 
lamb and High Priest.2674 Although within theology it is believed and 
taught that Jesus was always empowered with divine righteousness and 
power, and was therefore incapable of sin; the reality remains that God 
must be found true, and the foolishness of humankind to hold delu-
sion!2675 When individuals reject or have no understanding of the reality 
of God’s existence, they attempt to reason through human intellect and 
prowess, the actuality of God, which places fleshly endeavor as precedent 
to explain even the simplest revealed realities; which proves the blinding 
effects (obscurity; veil remains) of carnality regarding matters of a spir-
itual nature!2676 The knowledge which is necessary in order to be drawn 
by God to know (and be known by) Jesus, pertains to the facts that Jesus 
is God incarnate, has demonstrated in reality the possibility of a right-
eous devotional life, exampled the success and victory which is possible 
when “faith” is placed solely upon the reality of God, and holds the full 
authority and power of God (after His baptism)! The spiritual relational 
reality is therefore contingent upon endeavor to accept the reality of 
God and what He has done for all humanity; this without attempts to 
carnally explain or reason the existence of God, as His existence is 

2672 1 Timothy 2:3, 4.
2673 Romans 8:3-17, specific v. 14; 10:1-4.
2674 John 1:29; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Hebrews 4:14, 15; 5:1-10.
2675 Romans 3:3, 4; Philippians 2:5-11, specific—vs. 6, 7.
2676 2 Corinthians 3:12-16; cf. 1 Corinthians 2:12-16.
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actualized by all that He has created.2677 Therefore, knowledge must 
be forthcoming to emphasize a devotional spiritual desire for God; this 
by endeavor which acknowledges the reality of God as Lord and Savior. 
To seek acceptance of certain aspects of Jesus for personal selfish reasons, 
without acceptance of the reality of God in the only begotten Son, 
which is accordant to the measure of faith and preparation which is 
from God unto the spiritual reality, is to accept only accordant to the 
desires of the flesh which is to seek God through carnality; which is a 
contradiction through opposition. Having someone say that simply ac-
cepting Jesus as Savior in order to be saved is futile and deceptive; for 
Jesus must be accepted for the reality of who He is (reality of the Christ; 
glory of Christ; Lord; God), or He is not actually accepted at all! The 
divine work of God in the salvation process (preparing and drawing) 
eliminates all vanity and deception; therefore, any variations or vio-
lations of Biblical standards regarding the matter, are devious, dubious, 
and deceptive attempts to coerce or mock God, which is of course fool-
ish to the extreme; yet within false ministry in attempts to appease or 
seek financial gains, the enticed and influential work of the devil must 
be expected! Simply stated, a devotional seeking of the reality of God 
as Lord and Savior is accordant to the earnest seeking of the truth; for 
in the Lord is found the essence of truth, thus He must be sought in 
the light of reality! The fact of the reality of God incarnate (Jesus; 
Immanuel), although proven, is denied by false pulpit proclamations 
that acceptance of Jesus as Savior alone is sufficient for salvation; the 
power of this deception is demonstrated by the many who although be-
lieving themselves to be saved, maintain that Jesus was a man sent by 
God as Savior; which blatantly denies both the reality of God, the glory 
of Christ, and the spiritual relational reality!2678 Once again, when di-
vinely prepared and drawn by God to adoption into the spiritual 
relational reality which saves, nurtures, and guides us, knowledge is im-
perative; for Jesus (Immanuel; translated means God with us) was not 
simply a man, but rather the begotten of God!2679 Within the theological 
doctrine of Christology, rhetoric comes forth of how Jesus was always 
begotten of the Father; this stated in many terms with many words; yet 

2677 Romans 1:20-23.
2678 Isaiah 45:18-23; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
2679 Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; cf. John 1:14, 18; 3:16-21.
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this is just another case of attempts to explain God (spiritual matters) 
through carnal intellect; although within the reality of God, Jesus being 
the “begotten” of God simply states that God has only taken one human 
form, which is the form (precise likeness) of Jesus, even so in the form 
of “the angel of the Lord” who appeared several times in the Old 
Testament, when God came in human form with full authority to fulfill 
specifics!2680 Although several angels of the Lord were sent forth by 
God in times of antiquity for fulfillment of righteous purpose, by ex-
amination of each occurrence, the specific of “the angel of the Lord” 
which was God incarnate can be determined. The point to be made 
here is that God is capable of all things righteous; therefore, God must 
be accepted for His reality, without attempts at explanation; for Jesus, 
the Father, and the Holy Spirit are in fact the one true God, Who must 
be believed, trusted, and obeyed by faith! This is explained in chapter 
two of the book. Because false religious doctrines and traditions of rote 
have replaced worship and servitude to God in spirit and in truth during 
the past sixty years, the Lord has been kept from His own church (con-
gregational settings; with but few exceptions); the reason for this being 
that congregational settings no longer instruct pertaining to the reality 
of God which is accordant solely to sound Biblical doctrine, choosing 
instead to appease the wretchedness of the flesh through rhetoric which 
is aloof the guidance and spiritual instruction of the Lord; as within 
blatant carnality void of spiritual substance, simple occasional mention 
of Scripture and a simple concept of God has been deemed sufficient 
by the majority (multitudes)!2681 

When an individual decides for themselves that they want a Savior 
(only), and this they do with a motive and intention to continue prideful 
rebellious living for the flesh, while seeking to be saved from the wages 
of sin which is death, the beginning “good” work of God has never oc-
curred in reality; for God is opposed to personal pride and selfish carnal 
motivations and intentions!2682 If an individual cannot humbly submit 
even for a few moments for the Biblical righteous confession of faith 
to occur (Romans 10:8-10, v. 9—“Jesus as Lord”), the individual’s mo-
tives are obviously prideful and selfish in nature, and therefore based 

2680 cf. Genesis 32:24-28; Judges 2:1-5; 13:3, 13-21.
2681 2 Corinthians 3:1-6; Colossians 2:9-23; 1 Timothy 4:1-11; Revelation 3:14-22.
2682 Matthew 16:23-27; 1 Corinthians 4:4, 5; James 4:3-6.
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in opposition!2683 When this action of prideful foolishness has occurred 
by the motive and intention of the individual, they may believe them-
selves to be saved; as many pulpit proclamations claim acceptance of 
Jesus as Savior (only) is acceptable to God for salvation; whereas, with 
only an un-Biblical confession of faith, the individual never receives the 
“seal of God” necessary for the relational reality to exist.2684 Seeking a 
relationship with Jesus without being drawn, and aloof knowledge (in 
ignorance), individuals place themselves in a state of delusion (with en-
ticement from the demonic realm); for unknowingly they are unable to 
realize that God knows all things, even to the essence of motive and in-
tent, and is never mocked or fooled; thus the individual will not be 
protected by God from further delusive endeavors, which allows the 
individual to remain captive to the deceptions and schemes of Satan!2685 
In most cases, individuals will continue to be lost within religious emo-
tional endeavor, always apart from a spiritual reality; this being the 
reason that their overall demeanor never changes, even after many years 
or a lifetime, because they delude themselves to believe the deception 
which was instigated and influenced by personal unrighteous prideful 
motives and intentions, with the additional possibility of false pulpit 
proclamations; which leads to a life of religious fantasy void of reality; 
thereby a life easily influenced from the demonic realm!2686 Because the 
only religion (Levitical Law) designated by God ceased with the coming 
of the Messiah, and without the spiritual relational reality there is no 
salvation; it is easily understandable that carnal (unrighteous mimic) 
religion is the primary means by which Satan: deceives, devours, and 
murders multitudes spiritually!2687 The truth remains, that the Christ 
(Jesus) is the New Testament manifest reality of the Old Testament 
Messiah of promise; for Messiah translated means “Christ”!2688 The re-
ality of Satan’s scheme to spiritually murder human beings is easily 
evidenced and witnessed; for when multitudes practice attempts to wor-
ship God by physical realm (demonic) religious rituals, customs, 
philosophies, doctrines, ideologies, idealisms, and traditions of rote; the 

2683 Galatians 5:16-26, specific v. 17.
2684 2 Corinthians 1:20-22.
2685 Revelation 12:9.
2686 James 1:22-25.
2687 1 Peter 5:8; John 8:42-44.
2688 John 1:41.
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ignorance which leads them evidences spiritual depravity void of knowl-
edge pertaining to God; for the spiritual reality foundational to the 
divinely activated measure of initial faith given to each by God can save 
for all eternity when divinely placed upon God; or the not divinely ac-
tivated measure of faith can lead to spiritual death for all eternity, when 
placed upon Satan by worshipping in ignorance within the darkness of 
Satan’s schemes (primarily religious deception)!2689 Many, although 
saved, who have fallen captive to returned practice of such religiosity 
after coming to knowledge of the truth, will no longer receive growth 
from God, nor will they be acceptable to God for righteous service; for 
the Lord God of truth and light cannot and will not utilize anyone who 
practices the darkness of religious deception!2690 Christians, who believe 
they are impervious to entrapment by Satan, maintain spiritual igno-
rance of a very powerful foe!2691 There is no excuse for spiritual 
ignorance; for disciplined devotional diligence (reverent submission 
unto God) within factual righteous spiritual endeavor, brings forth great 
potential for the receiving of knowledge from God which displaces ig-
norance; the motivating factor regarding this reality is loving God more 
than anything, or anyone else! The spiritual reality of God and Christ 
which is realized in those “drawn” by God is a divine work of God’s 
gracious righteous intention (kind intention of His will); to bypass this 
reality by carnal endeavor leads only to a delusive spiritual corporeal 
life, which holds no actual hope for salvation! 

Although there are many false pulpit proclamations and many false 
statements by supposed ministers, Pastors, teachers, etc., not called of 
God; the ultimate culpability and accountability regarding the misled 
individual, will be upon the individual; for each of us are responsible 
to investigate, evidence, and walk according to Biblical truth; failure 
to do so being a matter of personal choice! The evidence of the Gospel 
emphasizes the seeking of truth; which is the personal preparation nec-
essary in order to be “drawn” by God and the reason Jesus stated that 
He is the Way, and the “truth,” and the life; for within selfless seeking 
of pure “truth,” it is Jesus who is sought! For this reason, there can be 
no previous or current assumptive expectations foundational to seeking 

2689 Isaiah 29:13-16; cf. Ezekiel 8:1-18; Galatians 4:4-11. 
2690 Galatians 4:1-11; cf. Luke 9:62; 1 John 3:1-18; Hebrews 6:4-6.
2691 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, specific v. 12.
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the Lord in the flesh (religiously); for absolute selfless submission unto 
the reality of pure truth must remain the foundation of “faith” endeavor, 
or submission unto the Lord of truth and light will not occur!  

How many individuals claim and follow a religion of which they 
have little or no understanding? How many individuals actually inves-
tigate the origins and base doctrines of the religion they follow and 
proclaim? The world is full of ignorant believers who have little or no 
actual understanding as to who or what they believe; although there is 
no excuse for worship according to intentional ignorance! A great dis-
crepancy which has existed throughout human existence remains the 
fact that most individuals have neither investigated the foundations of 
their beliefs, nor returned to the core of their beliefs, so as to begin 
again through investigation and historical accountability pertaining to 
what they believe; while within this renewal of endeavor seeking actual 
truth through selfless disciplined devotional diligence! It is perplexing 
to listen to people fight for the religion they profess, within foolish 
prideful arrogance; especially when they could have studied the 
Scriptures (if Christian based) and come to understanding of the false-
hoods of the religion they have been following (which has gone astray 
of truth). For those of us who have studied the world’s religions, so as 
to reach all with the truth regarding God and salvation (actual Biblical 
Christianity), it is disturbing to listen to prideful stupidity, when the 
more individuals fight for their religion, the more their ignorance is ev-
idenced by proclamation! Some of us have studied the world’s religions, 
for the purpose of having informed conversations with individuals from 
other religions; this we have done to reach out in love so as to proclaim 
truth. When I have been asked why I have studied their religion, when 
most “Christians” only seem interested in proclaiming what they believe 
while showing no concern otherwise, the answer is always the same—
“being led by God in love, I hope the best for you!” The informed 
conversations and finally statements have many times come to harmoni-
ous fruition; as prior prayer and supplication for enlightenment in truth 
allows God to take the lead during all such conversational meetings, 
with the exception of when “pride” is allowed to obscure the light of 
truth by either party. This in addition to speaking to others at their level 
of understanding is the essence of becoming all things to all people; 
hopefully to reach them with higher understanding of the one true God, 
and the salvation which is found in Him alone! It must be remembered, 
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the Christ (Jesus) is the manifest reality of the Messiah of promise; no 
religion aside of the Levitical Law (Old Testament religion of God) has 
ever actually had an inevitable manifested reality of God! Prayer for 
God’s masterful righteous leadership is imperative prior to all ministry 
endeavors, with special supplication for the individuals held captive by 
the darkness of false religions; for we must remember that powerful 
forces of evil are at work attempting to stop righteous fruition! It must 
always be remembered that Satan seeks to murder multitudes of human 
beings “spiritually”! Prayer is imperative prior to all ministry endeavors; 
for if the individual is not being divinely prepared by God for the pur-
pose of receiving the “truth,” they will not be receptive by God’s 
preparation to humbly and submissively receive the light of truth; for 
the veil of obscurity must be removed by God for the purpose of clar-
ity!2692 The reality of salvation is truly a righteous and divine work of 
God, start to finish; therefore, anyone who seeks to minister without 
being led by God is easily led astray within prideful “self-importance” 
to become an instrument of carnality and Satan’s guile!2693 Just as we 
cannot serve God and mammon (carnal prosperity), so neither can we 
serve God and “self”! 
 
Personal Note: Please pray unto the Lord for truth prior to reading 
the following; for in truth many realizations will occur, yet solely by the 
personal illumination of truth which comes from the Lord alone. When 
we make supplication unto the Lord regarding understanding and 
knowledge, we must do so only after abandonment of all preconceptions 
and notions of former chosen beliefs; for the reality of God is completely 
separate from all: darkness, religiosity, carnality, ideologies, idealisms, 
deception, delusion, and deluding!2694 When we fail to empty ourselves 
of former beliefs and religious notions, we fail to openly receive the 
truth; for the truth of the reality of God is revealed to individuals by 
the Lord, which is hindered if attempts are made to make associations 
between former uncertain beliefs and notions, for at no time can the 
light of truth be compared or associated with the delusiveness of as-
sumption and conjecture. It is for this reason that all who claim to be 

2692 2 Corinthians 3:5-18.
2693 Matthew 6:20-24.
2694 cf. James 1:19-25.
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Christians must diligently pray and study the Bible; for this endeavor 
may (if done correctly) awaken individuals from the slumber, ignorance, 
and falsehoods which lead astray! In addition, all study and prayer en-
deavors must be undisruptive, for distractions during alone time with 
the Lord during the endeavors destroys the implantation of the Gospel 
truth by the Lord; which leads only to carnal religious intellectualization, 
which is but foolishness regarding the spiritual reality!2695  

The beauty of being drawn by the Father unto the spiritual relational 
reality (intimate spiritual relationship with Jesus), in accordance to God’s 
divine work, stipulates by God’s preparation, direct emphasis of the im-
perative to fully empty (abandon) oneself of all thoughts and desires; 
for all that is of the flesh must be placed aloof, in order to receive the 
spiritual blessings of the Lord! When Jesus emptied Himself so as to 
be tempted in all ways as we are, which He did according to God’s good, 
acceptable, and perfect will, He emptied Himself of deity, so as to yet 
be without sin so that He would fulfill all righteousness for the sake of 
salvation; for He had to be perfect in both abstinence from sin and obe-
dience.2696 Within the Lord’s selfless actions for our sakes, He 
demonstrated a truth which is rarely witnessed, which He did so as to 
show us the reality of all that is necessary for the blessings of God to 
be rendered and received without hindrance. The lesson we are to learn 
by Jesus` example is that we must be willing to deny “self” (all personal 
motivations and desires) to the point (adamancy) of abandoning all pre-
conceptions and religious thoughts; for the void which comes forth is 
the place within which God places truth and reality, from which comes 
the spiritual growth which is from God alone! If we refuse to deny “self” 
with adamancy (abandonment), we also refuse to cease seeking answers 
in and of “self”; which calluses our spirit and allows demonic influence 
to lead us in seeking unrighteousness foundational to self-importance, 
which stays us from being receptive to the righteousness of God! If the 
Lord Jesus was willing to empty Himself of all deity for our sakes; who 
are we to fail in emptying ourselves of carnal volition and motives so as 
to adore, revere, and submit unto the Lord! We must remember that 
the Lord is the God of all things (entire universe)! We must understand, 
to actually accept the reality of God in the person of Christ Jesus, is to 

2695 Mark 7:20-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-29; 3:18-20; cf. James 1:21-25.
2696 Philippians 2:5-11.
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identify ourselves with the reality of God, with complete abandonment 
regarding identification with “self” within the relationship; for to truly 
identify ourselves with the reality of God is to denounce (inveigh) “self” 
so that He may fully manifest the reality of Him into our spirit, without 
the hindrances of our personal volition of self-importance; that He may 
be truly all in all!2697 

When we refuse to deny “self” fully (total abandonment of carnal 
volition), hindrances remain because of the forms of carnality and reli-
giosity which have been allowed to callous our spirits; causing a barrier 
which cannot be passed. If and when we realize our stupendous worth, 
beauty, and purpose to be solely by the un-merited favor (GRACE) of 
God, we are then prepared for the personal emptiness necessary for 
God to allow us to be instruments of His righteousness; which allows 
us the ability to be fully submissive unto the Lord so as to receive His 
spiritual blessings! When we are emptied of “self” by disciplined choice, 
we are then allowed (by faithful submission) to be filled with the reality 
of God; which is the essence blessing of God’s indwelling!2698 Wisdom, 
understanding, and knowledge from the Lord are true blessings; all of 
which being invited by loving God first and foremost—with all of our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength!2699 When we refuse to denounce all 
forms of preconception, assumptions, conjecture, concept, and carnal 
goals when seeking truth; we deny the imperative of the reality of God, 
as the wisdom, understanding, and knowledge which is from God is ab-
solutely pure and undefiled; therefore, without rejection of all that is 
impure, unrighteous, and of fleshly (carnal) desire and intent found 
within “self,” the Lord is not allowed to work within us, as we have not 
rejected the inappropriate so as to receive the blessing of God’s tutelage 
and strength! When we seek blessings from God, while attempting to 
hold to former religious instruction and precept, we seek God’s right-
eous blessings through the seeking of a righteousness of “self” which 
rejects the manifestation of God’s righteousness; for the flesh cannot 
accept or submit to the righteousness of God, as it (carnal self) is not 
capable of doing so!2700 No one can receive the righteousness of God, 
unless in love for God we fully deny “self”; for without denial of “self” 

2697 Ephesians 1:3-23.
2698 Romans 8:9-14.
2699 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40; cf. Psalm 11:10; Proverbs 1:7; 4:7-9; 9:10. 
2700 Romans 10:1-4; cf. Romans 8:6-8.
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the attributes of our sinful nature remain at the forefront of our exis-
tence, causing prideful opposition to God!2701 It should be remembered, 
adolescent stubborn and rebellious pride is that which encases and clan-
destinely protects the insecurities of our flesh! 

The narrow path of God’s righteousness is the path which leads to 
salvation. Upon the narrow path of true salvation of which only a rem-
nant (few) travels, we must be extremely careful to deny “self” 
habitually, lest we turn from the narrow and straight path of God’s 
righteousness upon which we are taught, nurtured and led by the Lord; 
it is because of this truth, that we must work out our salvation with 
fear and trembling, for the reality remains that in true devotional love 
for God we must be extremely careful to remain susceptible to receive 
the blessings of God; which ceases to occur anytime we attempt to mix 
the darkness of personal carnal endeavor according to personal volition, 
with the light of truth and submissive obedience which is imperative 
if we are to be taught the reality of God’s good, acceptable and perfect 
will!2702 All of this is contingent upon placing and maintaining God 
first and foremost as our highest priority of existence; which does not 
happen when “self” is not denied, for within “self” we will always seek 
a sufficiency and adequacy within ourselves, although all sufficiency, 
adequacy, strength, and righteousness are blessings from God upon 
those who realize the immensity of the reality of God, and have denied 
all else as insufficient within the spiritual relational reality! A true de-
votional and disciplined relationship with God is all about God; our 
blessings come from realization and obedient submission unto this re-
ality (of God)!  

The blessings of God all work together to fill us with the wisdom, 
understanding, strength, and knowledge to fulfill spiritual purpose each 
day; for even tribulations, suffering and persecutions which are allowed 
by the Lord, fulfill spiritual purposes within our training by the Lord!2703 
If this day I have denied the imperative of God’s masterful leadership, 
then tomorrow I may be missing a key piece of blessing from God which 
is for the sake of someone else’s salvation. Within this statement, it 
should be realized that God seeks to prepare us for situations which 

2701 James 4:3-10.
2702 Romans 8:26-30; 12:1, 2; Ephesians 5:11-17; cf. 2 Corinthians 3:4-8; 4:7-18; 5:10-13; 

Philippians 1:6-11; 2:1-13.
2703 Romans 8:29-39; 2 Timothy 3:10-17; 2 Corinthians 12:5-10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.
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come later, of which we have no current understanding or knowledge. 
If we miss days of training by the Lord, we also may miss opportunities 
which would have been presented to us by God for the sake of others; 
therefore, the reverent fear by which we maintain focus upon the Lord, 
when lacking, places us in a condition by which we are no longer capable 
of the sufficiency from God which leads to success and victory in mini-
stry of truth! Within the Lord’s training us both now and for all eternity, 
the many specifics of the training work together for maintained spiritual 
preparedness at all times; therefore, any specifics which were rejected 
by personal volition can leave gaps in the righteous spiritual prepared-
ness which God has called us to maintain in accordance to devotional 
love for Him first and foremost. In love for God first and foremost, we 
seek constant righteous specifics which will be utilized during servitude 
now and later; whereas in waning love for God we miss out on many 
imperative necessary specifics which would have allowed others freedom 
in Christ (truth). The distinctions mentioned here are truthfully realistic; 
for within the spiritual relational reality our successes, deliverances, and 
victories are solely by the grace of God; whereas aloof the reality of 
God, through religiosity and carnality, successes, deliverances, and vic-
tories are sought through carnal endeavor, with outcome ending at the 
grave! Without denial of “self,” being taken beyond the flesh into the 
spiritual reality by faith and trust solely in the Lord does not occur; for 
the Lord alone can take us into the spiritual reality, and bless us with 
the spiritual growth by which we learn, obey, and succeed! That which 
has been revealed here is absolutely true and correct, which is why we 
must maintain God as being of extreme importance, and others as being 
of greater importance to us than ourselves! To truly and devotionally 
love God, is to remain susceptible to the righteousness of God at all 
times, while also remaining humbly focused upon the Lord so as to not 
loose spiritual sight of the Lord’s imperative leadership! It is virtually 
impossible to truly be identified with the Lord, while yet maintaining 
identification with “self”; for identification with the Lord is spiritual, 
pure, righteous and just, whereas identification with “self” remains un-
righteous and carnal!2704 Although we all stumble and fall on occasion; 
within devotion for God, the imperative remains that we arise quickly 
and effectively by renewed focus and mindset upon the Lord, so as to 

2704 Romans 8:1-17; Galatians 5:17-23.
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continue moving forward to God’s upward call, which is mandatory to 
our relationship with Christ Jesus!2705 

Because the spiritual relational reality is the basis of our existence 
upon the foundation which is Christ Jesus, even so during our time of 
corporeality, the Lord must be followed one step at a time; during each 
moment in time, with fruition coming at a time of God’s choosing, if 
and when our obedience does not waver due to personal ambitions and 
expectations! Although multitudes seek God’s blessings; how many of 
the plethora actually fulfills the righteous duty to humbly and obediently 
submit, so as to receive the blessings!2706 Although multitudes seek God’s 
blessings; how many of the plethora seek the blessings with wrong mo-
tives and intentions!2707 We must remember that a relationship with 
God is all about fulfillment of God’s righteousness! I did not study world 
religions by choice, but rather by the influenced masterful inspiration 
of God! Many years ago during religious intellectual study of the Bible 
and its history, correlations and associations were discovered pertaining 
to the Christian religion (not Christianity) and other pagan religions. 
With absolute humility of heart and spirit, within torment and bitter 
tears of sorrow, I prayed to the Lord requesting the truth regarding the 
reality which is found solely in Him. It was at that time that the Lord 
adopted me and chose me to serve Him according to His anointing, to 
investigate and receive the truth which was sought; the actual truth 
sought being the reality of the immense depth of being led by God in 
the light; this reality being revealed by the Lord, although my request 
was only pertaining to the truth which negates all forms of deception, 
due to the torment in my spirit because of the many religious deceits 
which had been discovered.2708 The imperative of adoption unto humble 
submissiveness to God as legitimate children, is realized with revelation 
of truth; with continuance (spiritual growth) coming forth solely within 
not only continued seeking of the truth, but also an immovable accept-
ance and reception of the truth, so as to walk in truth henceforth without 
compromise, variation or excuse. It was that day that I was adopted by 
the Lord and anointed to become an instrument of truth; whereas prior, 
my relationship with God was only of a superficial (carnal) religious 

2705 Philippians 3:12-14.
2706 Luke 6:46-49.
2707 James 4:3-6.
2708 1 John 2:27.
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endeavor, which without the revelation was not realized! It is a terrible 
reality that the Lord will not be found through religious endeavor; for 
“religion” is the foremost factor by which multitudes have sought after 
God! From experience, I can state that the Lord is discovered through 
selfless humility and submission, love and devotion, and accordingly 
through sincere appreciation for purity of truth! It is for this reason 
that “self” is so detrimental to all endeavors regarding God, for “self” 
seeks its own rewards through carnal motive, intent, and expectation; 
which evades and denies the blessing of the reality of God, as apart from 
Him we can do nothing which is righteous and/or good!2709  

It is an unfortunate fact that multitudes believe themselves to be le-
gitimate children of God; although the reality of their very demeanor 
and character indicates a matter of verisimilitude. The day of God’s 
anointing was the greatest day of my life; for the reality was not just the 
wonderment of salvation, but also the reality of God’s indwelling! The 
experience was solely spiritual; not emotional! The Lord led me to begin 
investigating the religions of the world (superficial; carnal mimic of spir-
ituality) in answer to the prayer which earnestly and sincerely 
sought—the depths of truth regarding religious deceptions! I was un-
aware the reason the Lord was leading me in this endeavor; and as I do 
not ask God “why,” I followed His leadership without questioning the 
reason of the endeavor. It was not until later when the Lord began to 
open the door of ministry to individuals of other religions, that I realized 
the reason the Lord had rendered inspiration regarding the endeavor; 
which strengthened my faith within understanding that obedience to 
the Lord each day is for the purpose of the fruition of God which comes 
at times of God’s choosing, as the pieces to the overall puzzle come into 
view by the reality of God’s work, inspiration, and influence!  

The reality is this, if we will follow the Lord one moment and step 
at a time, without question or doubt, the Lord’s will is fulfilled precisely; 
whereas, if we fail in our obedience at specific points, the Lord will not 
be able to use us at later times within specifics which were avoided; for 
we have denied the imperative of “God at work” because “self” has 
caused hindrance which has ramifications! The reality is therefore this, 
the Lord must be followed each moment of each day completely aloof 
any and all aspects of “self” if duties and responsibilities within the 

2709 Romans 3:9-20; 10:1-4; emphasized—Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-6.
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spiritual relational reality are to be fulfilled without hindrance! Inasmuch 
as the spiritual relational reality is truly the precise purpose of our ex-
istence, and within the precision of God we are blessed according to 
the kind intention of His will, “self” must never be allowed to cause 
hindrance to the beauty and wonderment of God within disciplined 
obedience to the reality of the relationship! Praise God for His tender 
mercies, everlasting lovingkindness, inspirations, influence, and grace!  

It must be understood; the Lord seeks to have an in-depth relation-
ship will everyone; which is why “self” must be denied, so we may be 
dealt with by God as His “selfless” legitimate adopted children! Just as 
first comes an earthy existence, and then the heavenly; so also is the re-
ality that the earthy cannot become the heavenly without the divine 
righteous work of God!2710 We cannot go beyond that which is of the 
flesh and world without the divine spiritual work of God; therefore 
within seeking of the truth we must devotionally submit to the righteous 
work of God within our spirit, if we are to ever begin and continue the 
journey which is pertaining to His kingdom! Disciplined submissive 
focus upon the Lord (author and perfecter of faith) is imperative to this 
righteous endeavor!2711 Those held captive by the superficiality of reli-
giosity will never begin or continue the journey according to the kind 
intention of God’s will, unless in seeking of truth and reality we de-
nounce all previous practices and carnal endeavors so as to humbly 
acquiesce unto the Lord, for the spiritual reality to begin and continue; 
therefore, all volition of “self” must cease entirely, lest the journey be 
hindered by the flesh and enticements of Satan who is allowed to entice 
and influence by all that is of the world! The flesh fits quite well into 
the ways of the world, of which Satan is quite aware; yet the legitimate 
children of God are led spiritually, and therefore remain aloof the ways 
of the world for the sake of the spiritual relational reality!2712 The simple 
fact remains that answers pertaining to everything are found in the 
Lord, just as purpose and fulfillment of purpose is led by the Lord; 
therefore, please submit unto the Lord for revelation of the truth, with 
unwavering willingness (devotional surrender) and submission to accept 
and walk within the truth henceforth! Any continued denial or rejection 

2710 1 Corinthians 15:45-50.
2711 Hebrews 12:1-11.
2712 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 10:3-6; Colossians 2:20-23; James 4:7-10; Hebrews 11:6-10, 13-16.
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of truth is destructive within a relationship with God; as continuance 
of practiced religious delusive traditions of rote are extremely detrimen-
tal! It absolutely requires the graceful and abounding work of God to 
go beyond all that is of a carnal corporeal life unto the righteousness of 
the spiritual relational reality; which is the wonderment of actual 
Christianity, within which very few journey! It is absolutely possible to 
have an abundant corporeal life when being led by the Lord, as His 
masterful righteous leadership allows the discernment and spiritual ap-
praisal necessary to witness and realize one’s full spiritual potential in 
the Lord; while living in the flesh, although not for the flesh! The point 
of disciplined decision remains a willingness to relinquish one’s right 
to oneself, so as to gain the possibilities which are realized and fulfilled 
within a righteous spiritual relationship with God! The spiritual rela-
tional reality with Jesus is not just an aspect of life; rather it is the 
imperative basis and foundation of existence, according to the kind in-
tention of God’s good, acceptable and perfect will!2713 

The superficiality which remains prevalent within religious endeavor 
absolutely destroys the beauty of God’s ability to work; which is the 
message I must emphasize repeatedly; for the wonderment of God can-
not be realized until human beings humbly submit unto the reality of 
God, which will never happen as long as the wretchedness of “self” is 
allowed to obscure the reality of God who holds full authority! The 
beauty and wonderment of the spiritual relational reality is available to 
all who will selflessly acquiesce unto the Lord during the seeking of 
“truth”; which is truly a matter of the utmost humility and devotion! 
Praise God for His grace upon each of us; the question remains are we 
going to love Him first and foremost, and obediently receive His grace 
accordingly in order to be taken to the spiritual reality, or will we remain 
submissive to “self” which always denies the imperative of God’s grace 
by taking it for granted! There is absolutely nothing more wonderful 
than to have the Lord lead us in truth for the sake of salvation for all; 
for the truth of the entire universe, as concerns us while in our corporeal 
form, is that God’s good, acceptable and perfect will be fulfilled, and 
that we as His legitimate children do our part by fulfillment of duties 
and responsibilities according to the kind intention of His will! Please 

2713 Mark 3:32-35; John 1:11-13; Romans 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; Ephesians 5:6-17; 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8.
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consider allowing God to be all in all in your existence; for there is no 
other blessing or reality which will last for all eternity!2714 The journey 
of purposeful spiritual existence starts with humble seeking of truth; 
therefore, with sincerity and unwavering motivation to love the Lord, 
please pray with supplication for revelation of truth, so the journey may 
begin and continue!2715 Please remember, few are those who journey 
upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness which leads to the reality 
of salvation; for the wiles, schemes, and enticements of Satan are de-
signed to keep human beings from the reality of the spiritual 
relationship, which saves us and within which the Lord leads! I praise 
God that He is found according to His drawing us within the light of 
truth, as I also praise Him that individuals who truly love Him are em-
powered to come out of the deceptions of religion; with supplication 
unto to the Lord that the world and its ways (elemental principles) 
would never again take those made free by the Lord captive once again 
to religious guile! Returning to that which once was (religiosity) causes 
nothing by harm to the beauty of the spiritual relational reality; this 
being the reason why our faith, hope, trust and devotion must remain 
in and upon the Lord; for all else is distractive and detrimental! The 
indwelling of God (Holy Spirit) edifies us to abide in the Lord with a 
devotional and obedient reality, which will never be realized or achieved 
through any carnal endeavor; for truly the spiritual relational reality is 
begun and accomplished by the Lord unto eternal fruition! 

The reality of actual Christianity (spiritual relational reality) is that 
God empties an individual of all that is of the flesh (self; personal desires, 
motivations, expectations, and selfish volition), momentarily during 
preparation (being drawn) and the actual action of the Biblically right-
eous confession of faith!2716 From the point of adoption by the Lord 
into His family of legitimate children, the Lord enables the potential of 
our spiritual existence to take righteous form; this enabling the individual 
the blessing of following the Lord further unto fulfillment of spiritual 
purpose, which occurs by the spiritual growth which is from God alone! 
With each passing day, when “self” is denied (abandoned) so as to follow 
God’s masterful leadership upon the narrow path of His righteousness, 

2714 2 Timothy 4:7, 8; James 1:7-12.
2715 John 14:6; cf. 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
2716 Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9; John 6:44, 45; 14:6, 7.
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all that is of the flesh is forced to diminish in accordance to the spiritual 
growth which comes forth from the Lord; as the individual submits unto 
God, which forces diminishment of all the wanton desires and lusts of 
the flesh which are in accordance to carnal volition.2717 By the strength 
of God’s might which forces the changing of thought leading to right-
eous word and deed through acts of righteous submissive obedience to 
God, the diminishment of carnal volition continues as the flesh is taken 
captive to obedience; which is contingent upon abounding devotion and 
discipline, for the imperatives of the spiritual relational reality are ful-
filled in selfless love for the Lord! The reality is therefore that the Lord 
leads us forth in spirit, which blesses us with deliverance, successes, and 
victory over all that is of the flesh, as the Lord allows us the strength to 
stop yielding to our “self” and grow by yielding to His good, acceptable 
and perfect will; which disrupts the domination over us which the flesh 
has caused! The key to continue successes and deliverance remains strict 
discipline to focus upon and yield unto the Lord God, and to no other; 
for the flesh shall not be master over us, unless we foolishly return to 
carnal domination by relaxed focus and obedient yielding! The primary 
key to righteous success and victory remains that the earth is not our 
home, but rather God’s kingdom, which cannot be inherited by the flesh 
(perishable), for spirituality is the reality of which God seeks to train us; 
yet without denial of “self” and therefore denial of the flesh according 
to its lust, desires, expectations and motivations, the training of the Lord 
will not be received, as we refuse to deny the unrighteous so as to gain 
the righteous (imperishable)!2718 Do not be deceived, the written word 
of God is imperative; for it is the means and basis by which we will all 
give account for our corporeal existence!2719  

The Essence of the Reality of God Explained  
(As Is Humanly Possible) 
Personal Note: I apologize for speaking of myself in the writings of 
this book; for I am who I am solely by the grace of God.2720 The reason 
I have spoken of myself within the book, is to emphasize the 

2717 James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17; cf. Romans 13:8-14.
2718 reiterated—1 Corinthians 15:49, 50; Matthew 6:19-34; 7:13-29; 16:24-26. 
2719 John 12:42-50, specific v. 48; 15:1-8; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12, specific vs. 6-8; 

Hebrews 5:8-14.
2720 1 Corinthians 15:10; Philippians 1:21-24.
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wonderment of the presence of God, and to refer to personal experi-
ence within discovery and coming to dwell within the spiritual 
relational reality which is all about God; rightfully so, as God is truly 
the originator (Creator) and fulfiller (Lord) of all creation, faith, and 
reality!2721 Although I actually abhor speaking about myself, as apart 
from the Lord I am incapable of goodness or righteousness; the ne-
cessity of experience proclaimed remains important, so as to explain 
the reality of God in and of existence to be of the highest priority of 
our corporeality endeavors. We were truly created by God, for the pur-
pose of a relationship and servitude with and for God; for this is the 
purpose of our existence! 

Having not been raised to realize and experience the reality of a re-
lationship with God, and thus never having included the reality as a 
basis of motive, intent, and existence, I remained without wisdom, un-
derstanding or knowledge; pertaining to God. Throughout my 
corporeal existence I had understanding of the imperative to know God, 
yet because of living for “self” never endeavored to come to the reality; 
although through circumstances throughout my life, the emphasis to 
know God was presented numerous times. Through the experience of 
loving a woman who was a Christian, and witnessing the relationship 
she had with God, while yet myself being void of the reality; I was mo-
tivated more so to seek God through the reading of the Gospel, for it 
is in the Gospel that God chose to reveal Himself to the human race, 
in a manner which emphasized the reality of Him in a way so that within 
our flesh, we could seek a more in-depth understanding to love and 
trust the Lord; which is something although realized in the reality of 
the relationship, can never be actually realized as long as the flesh (“self”) 
instigates distraction. 

Seeking God through the intellectual pursuits of religiosity was an 
experience which brought me closer to understanding of the importance 
of God, yet somehow was lacking the actual reality of the presence of 
God. It was not until the day that through sorrow, God divinely allowed 
me to be fully emptied of all corporeal concerns except for the seeking 
of pure truth, that I began to realize the immensity of the reality of 
God; which was then confirmed when the Lord God indwelled me and 
through actual fellowship with Him blessed me with understanding of 

2721 Romans 1:16-23; 8:1-17; 12:1-3.
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the spiritual relational reality, through His inspiration that I was to serve 
Him contingent upon the pure truth which He began to reveal! 
Although I had never even considered serving the Lord God, as prior 
I had believed only in living for “self” while having expectations of the 
importance of God, which was solely foundational to the foolishness of 
fleshly (carnal) endeavor (religious intellectual endeavor); the reality of 
the relationship was not even conceived of until the actual spiritual ex-
perience of the presence of God! That day was the greatest day of my 
life; for the Lord Himself had brought me beyond religious endeavor, 
pursuits, assumption, conjecture, and expectation; unto the beginning 
of the actual eternal reality. 

PERSONAL NOTE OF PERSPECTIVE 

I must begin this note by stating that it is very difficult to put into words, 
the beauty and goodness which come forth within personal revelation 
from the Lord! The best that I can hope to accomplish is to put forth 
my best effort, in hopes that others may experience the wonderment of 
God from within the spiritual relational reality! This difficulty with cer-
tainty was experienced by the Apostle John, when attempting to describe 
the things which must occur, found in the book of Revelation; for the 
reality of church history and the tribulation period were to be realized 
after John’s existence in corporeal form! The astounding immensity of 
revelation from the Lord, as well as actual fellowship with the Lord 
God of all creation is ineffable; thus we can only do our best when at-
tempting to convey the reality! The grace of God, as well as His 
everlasting lovingkindness and tender mercies are truly sufficient within 
our corporeal existence; and until this is realized with devotional cer-
tainty from within the spiritual relational reality, the only potential 
before us remains: concept, conjecture, assumption, and mimic; of the 
spiritual reality within which the reality of God is realized as by recep-
tion of Him through an actuated measure of faith! Although human 
wisdom, understanding, and knowledge may lead endeavors; within 
knowledge that these things are but foolishness to God, we gain knowl-
edge of the immensity of God, and beauty of purpose which is realized 
when the Lord is our focus; not the “specific”!2722 The world and the 
things of the world should never become the object of our focus; for 

2722 Ecclesiastes 10:1-20; Isaiah 44:1-28; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 3:19-23.
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righteous focus is reserved upon the Lord! Praise God that He is di-
vinely patient, merciful, kind, and gracious! 

What most individuals never realize is the immense and divine in-
tentions of the Lord, in His creative design according to the kind 
intention of His good, acceptable and perfect will. When the Lord 
stated the reality of goodness within His creation of the earth, and later 
His making it habitable within many intricacies which would allow for 
many beautiful forms of life, and the specifics which would sustain the 
reality; the righteous intentions of the Lord were very much involved, 
which led to a great potential for human beings to live within the reality 
of both God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will, and the astoundingly 
blessings within the kind intention of His will!2723 The reality of the 
goodness of the Lord is not only realized in His creation of the material 
aspects of His creation, but more so within the fact that the kind in-
tention of His will pertaining to the creation of the heavens, earth and 
life, and the intricacies of habitability were prior to the actual creation! 
This reality points directly to the fact that God is in fact the essence 
of love; while also being the righteous and holy foundational basis of: 
light, truth, purity, goodness, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge! 
Although within the reality of the immensity of God, and the kind in-
tention of His good, acceptable and perfect will, these truths are not 
only realized but also beholding the full purposeful potential of every-
one created in His image (human beings; spiritual), the fact remains 
that we in failing to allow God to righteously activate our measure of 
faith by acceptance of the reality of the Christ (Lord Jesus; glory of 
Christ), we in our selfish pride have rejected the beauty and goodness 
of God’s intentions by our refusal to deny “self” so as to allow God to 
lead us to live within the reality of the potential! The immensity of life 
(life indeed now and forever) is solely realized within the spiritual re-
lational reality, which is divinely brought forth by the goodness of 
God’s intentions; yet this reality is never brought to fruition, while we 
seek our own misguided (selfish) volition to take precedence over God’s 
good, acceptable, and perfect will! All of this because of the stubborn 
and rebellious (adolescent) pride which leads us from within our sinful 
nature, when we fail to selflessly and devotionally acquiesce unto the 
reality of God for changes in righteousness; for God can only take us 

2723 Genesis 1:1-2:15, goodness specific mention—1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31.
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beyond the reality of our flesh, when we will obediently follow the 
beauty and goodness of the “reality of God,” which has always been 
the potential which God had intended even prior to the foundation 
(creation) of the heavens and earth!  

Without actual fellowship with the Lord God, these truths can never 
be realized nor come to fruition; for only in the Lord can our actual 
purpose of existence exist and righteously proceed unto eternal fulfill-
ment! Please consider—without denial of “self” the reality of fellowship 
with God never occurs within the life of individuals; for we must humbly 
and obediently follow the masterful leadership and standards of God 
unto fulfillment of righteous purpose, or the reality will never actually 
occur!2724 The “flesh” is opposed to the Spirit; which is a reality which 
must be reckoned with!2725 Is our corporeal existence and carnal volition 
really of such importance, so as to miss the immensity of God which 
can begin now, and be fully realized throughout eternity by the grace 
of God? Without revelation of these things from within the wonder-
ment of actual fellowship with the Lord God of all creation, there can 
be no realization of the reality; but only the expectation of righteous 
judgment which will come upon the sons (and daughters) of disobe-
dience! The ultimate disobedience is refusal to submit unto God, so 
that He may both will and work according to the kind intention of His 
will, which leads to our eternal salvation; for this is the only “unforgiv-
able sin”!2726 The reality of God’s goodness is this, humbly submit to 
the reality of God through disciplined devotion and trust unto the One 
who is faithful (God), or live for “self” and thereby lose the beauty and 
goodness forever; for only those drawn and taught by God will be 
saved!2727 The ways of the flesh and world are diametrically opposed to 
the goodness of the reality of God; Satan knowing this entices multi-
tudes to choose that which maintains opposition! God, or opposition 
to Him, is really the two primary choices of our existence!  

The primary problem which is before us while in our corporeal 
bodies is the fact of our physical realm existence in mortal (physical) 
form; which comes first!2728 Because there is a diametric opposition 

2724 Romans 8:1-17, specific vs. 14-17.
2725 Galatians 5:17.
2726 Matthew 12:31, 32.
2727 John 6:44-65; cf. 14:6, 7.
2728 1 Corinthians 15:47-50.
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between the physical and spiritual aspects of our existence, and because 
our beginnings are within the former, the difficulty to go beyond the 
former unto the latter involves divine actuation of our measure of faith 
by our divine Creator; or the transition can never actually occur, which 
is the reason why only those drawn and taught by God can actually 
come to the spiritual relational reality with the Christ (Lord Jesus; 
Christ)!2729 The reality of the spiritual relationship with the Christ (Lord 
Jesus) never occurs through avenues of physical realm religiosity; which 
is the reason that “religion” is a primary means by which Satan deceives 
the whole world; with exception of the few (remnant)! Although there 
has been throughout history every conceivable attempt to come to un-
derstanding and knowledge of the reality of God; without the actual 
divine work of God; all attempts fall far short of the reality, which leads 
to continued endeavors to attempt the spiritual reality through the op-
posing force which is the earthy! The truth of coming to the spiritual 
relational reality with God being only by the divine work of God, and 
the many attempts to avoid and bypass the imperative of God’s work, 
is the reason that only a remnant of the whole will actually be saved 
within the spiritual relational reality! 

Because the earthy (physical form) comes first, and because of the 
quandary of the transition from the physical to the spiritual, the majority 
of human beings have been led astray during initial attempts to realize 
the truth of God; for the truth only comes to fruition by the divine 
work (drawing and teaching) of God, which is proven only within actual 
fellowship with God (taste of the heavenly gift)!2730 Within the perplex-
ity of this situation, when aloof the relational proof, multitudes 
according to our physical nature (earthy; corporeal) seeks answers from: 
self, others, physics, mathematics, mammon, science, etc. Within en-
deavors of this nature (physical realm; earthy), focus is placed upon 
aspects of the created order; leading to a complete lack of focus and 
adoration upon and for the Creator (spiritual order), from whom comes 
all things: created, appropriate, righteous, good, and just. The reality 
of this is realized when multitudes upon the earth seek answers from 
physics, science and mathematics which are but aspects of God’s crea-
tion, rather than seeking answers regarding the truth from the Creator 

2729 Galatians 5:17; resulting—2 Timothy 2:24-26; for information—John 1:41.
2730 Hebrews 6:4-9.
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of all things. This is not to say that specifics of God’s created order are 
not to be investigated, which allows understanding; but rather this is 
to say that our existence is not to be foundational to the creation but 
rather foundational to the spiritual relational reality with God; for God 
is the One who allows discoveries!2731 When answers are sought through 
the “creation,” rather than from the Creator; the reality remains that it 
is the creation which is adored, not the Creator!2732 Sir Isaac Newton 
discovered modern advanced mathematics; yet from whom was Isaac 
Newton’s intelligence and discoveries allowed? The point of all this is 
simply that through God’s created order many investigative discoveries 
have been made possible; yet righteous focus should always remain upon 
the Creator, not the creation! It is because of misdirected focus, com-
pounded with avoidance of the imperative of denial of “self,” that 
multitudes upon the earth have progressed to the point that the “reality 
of God” is no longer sought, but rather increase and acknowledgement 
of human endeavor! When will human beings realize that this behavior 
is instigated and influenced by Satan and demons; for the purpose of 
spiritually murdering a plethora of multitudes! 

Thank God that by the strength of His grace in accordance to the 
kind intention of His will, we may be righteously led forth by God bey-
ond all that distracts and causes opposition, detriment, and spiritual 
destruction; for the reality is that we can choose selfless and humble 
obedience unto God and the standards set forth by God, or we can con-
tinue in our wretchedness of personal deluded volition! The decision 
rests with each of us! I chose God!  

It is not until we are willing to go beyond the temporal unto training 
by the Lord to acceptance of the eternal, that we actually allow God to 
train us and take us (literally) to the spiritual reality; which is never even 
realized while living for the flesh (“self”)! By the experiencing of the 
“reality of God,” through actual intimate fellowship with Him, I realized 
that I could not maintain focus and intentions upon that which is of the 
temporal (corporeal life; things of the flesh and world), if I was to allow 
the Lord to lead my journey which placed full focus upon Him; for He 
leads us to become the instruments of His righteousness in Christ.2733 

2731 1 Corinthians 3:1-15.
2732 Romans 1:22-32.
2733 Romans 3:21-31; 8:29, 30; 10:1-4; 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Hebrews 12:1-3.
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When mention in the Gospel emphasizes the righteousness of human 
individuals, the reality through the ability to spiritual appraise and dis-
cern becomes the truth that our righteousness is actually the 
righteousness of God, which only occurs when our existence is led and 
lived by God and for God; when we surrender by the gracious tutelage 
of God to realize the wretchedness of a life lived for “self”!2734 God is 
willing and quite capable of taking us beyond the flesh (carnal and sec-
ular volition and desires); which is exactly what occurs within God’s 
drawing and sanctifying us! Without a willingness to deny “self” so as 
to actually follow the Lord, the reality of God will never actually be re-
alized; which is the reason the divine work (preparation during the 
drawing process) of God empties individuals of all carnality during a 
righteous confession of faith (Jesus as Lord); this being the reason for 
a taste of the “heavenly gift” (actual fellowship with God) during the 
drawing process!2735 The reality of being “drawn and taught” by God 
unto the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) is a completely edifying 
spiritual experience; not an emotional experience which is of the flesh! 
It is because of blatant unrighteous and selfish seeking of God as one’s 
Savior (only), with full intention to live for the flesh (“self”), that the 
deceptive practice of seeking Jesus as Savior alone, has replaced accept-
ance of Jesus as Lord; although the latter confession is the outcome of 
God’s divine work involved in drawing individuals into the spiritual re-
lational reality which will save them! Adoring and worshipping the 
creation rather than the Creator, has serious spiritual ramifications, 
which ultimately leads to adoring and worshipping the Great Deceiver 
(Satan) through the delusive elementary things of the world; this leading 
to blatant wretched carnality with but a concept of God! Acceptance of 
Jesus as Savior alone is neither Biblical nor righteous; rather it is an ac-
tion of unrighteousness, which occurs when individuals selfishly deny 
the “reality of God,” by denial of the imperative that the masterful work 
and leadership of God is necessary for salvation!2736 

As I continued to receive spiritual growth from the Lord, and learned 
within the spiritual relational reality that existence is all about God, 
I continued to realize to a greater extent the detriment which is brought 

2734 Romans 8:5-14.
2735 Matthew 16:24-27, specific vs. 24, 25; John 6:44, 45; 14:6, 7; Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9.
2736 Romans 8:12-14.
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forth and pronounced anytime “self” is allowed to lead; as well as real-
izing that the wretchedness of “self” would never cease, because of the 
unrighteousness of the flesh, and the evil instigations and influences 
from the demonic realm upon the flesh, which attempt unwavering 
leadership of human existence! Having experienced the reality of God 
through actual fellowship with Him, and having realized through ex-
perience the detriment caused by “self” as by the loss of fellowship with 
the Lord because of it; realization led to greater devotional humility 
and submission unto God, so as to fend off the loss of fellowship which 
was so devotionally and reverently sought, because of the absolute 
beauty and wonderment which is lived by the gracious spiritual experi-
ence of the presence of God. The Biblical truth remains, that without 
submission unto the authority of God, resistance of Satan’s schemes 
and intentions will not occur!2737 The beauty and wonderment of the 
presence of God became my highest priority of existence; for to live 
the reality is so very astounding that nothing is worth the loss of ful-
filling purpose in the Lord! This did not happen overnight, but rather 
over the course of years, as each and every time I returned to something 
of the flesh or of this world, intimate spiritual fellowship with God was 
lost through forfeiture of the reality of God; according to disobedience 
which caused opposition to the spiritual (eternal) reality, because of 
thoughts and actions which foolishly grasped precedence because of 
temporal emphasis. After experiencing extreme loneliness due to the 
loss of fellowship with the Lord my God and King on many occasions; 
which is the essence of sheer stupidity on my part; the imperative of 
keeping God first and foremost in reverent devotion for Him became 
the highest priority, which motivated me to stop being stupid, compla-
cent and disobedient, so that the fellowship which is imperative would 
no longer be jeopardized by continued foolish behavior; for the reality 
of God realized within actual fellowship with Him is far beyond any 
thought, expectation, or conception possible; for it is ineffable.2738  

The beauty and wonderment of the reality of God which can be ex-
perienced by anyone, who will submit to the masterful leadership and 
authority of God, is the greatest blessing which can be experienced in 
our corporeal (mortal) existence! The reality of God is not experienced 

2737 James 4:3-10.
2738 James 4:3-10.
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within any endeavor which is apart from or aloof obedience to God; 
for the reality exists that all that is of the flesh and of the world (carnal-
ity) causes instant hindrance to the wonderment of the presence of God, 
because of opposition! Although the Lord will never leave or forsake 
His legitimate children; when He is grieved by our disobedience and 
opposition, the beauty and wonderment of fellowship with Him is with-
drawn, as the Lord cannot and will not bless disobedience and/or 
opposition which occurs because of self-centered and self-important 
actions! I wish it possible to explain the beauty and wonderment of the 
presence of God realized through actual fellowship with Him, yet as it 
is too wonderful to explain (ineffable), I can only say that there is noth-
ing whatsoever worth the loss of fellowship with the Lord, as to be 
separated from the presence of God because of carnal disobedience 
and/or opposition is too harsh to explain; for the absence of God’s pres-
ence (fellowship) can only be understood by experience of the 
fellowship, and therefore the loss of it!  

According to the kind intention of God’s will and the rendering of 
His grace for fulfillment of it, the reality of God can be experienced; 
yet only through devotional disciplined love for God first and foremost, 
as any other motivation and/or intent falls far short of the reality nec-
essary for the Lord to reveal Himself personally to individuals! Through 
my love for the Lord, as He first loved me; in accordance to His rev-
elatory grace; the realization of the reality and presence of God has 
taken me far beyond all that I was, unto the reality of who I can be in 
Christ!2739 The beauty of this reality is available to all; yet never until 
an abandonment of “self” occurs, which will never happen until inten-
tional denial of “self” is practiced in accordance to the motivations 
pertinent to the presence of God become an experience foundational 
to selfless love and disciplined devotion! When the Lord said that in 
order to actually follow Him, initial consideration to deny one’s “self” 
should occur; this confirms the reality that the Lord is the source of 
eternal salvation for those who obey Him; which confirms the righteous 
confession of “Jesus as Lord”; for this confirms that there must be a 
submission unto the authority of Christ, primary to acceptance of His 
selfless sacrifice upon the Cross.2740 The reason that multitudes have 

2739 1Corinthians 2:6-16.
2740 Matthew 7:24, 25; Hebrews 5:8-10; Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9.
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failed throughout church history is because multitudes have never had 
notion or desire to submit unto the authority of Christ; this because 
multitudes would rather live carnally according to the flesh (“self”), 
rather than submitting unto the ultimate authority! Most individuals 
desire the blessings of God, yet only the few actually receive the bless-
ings as by devotional: submission, loyalty, and devotion! It is only 
righteous therefore; that those who refuse to submit unto the authority 
of God should be kept from the intimate blessings; for if we cannot sin-
cerely love the Lord, proven by the actions (fruits) associated, why 
should the Lord bless us when we maintain self-importance founda-
tional to pride, arrogance, and idolatry of “self”! 

The Lord’s masterful righteous intention and purpose for us is that 
we receive training for the eternal reality, which begins during our cor-
poreal existence; if and when we realize and submit to His authority, 
which “self” will never allow when we continue to hold primary desires 
for those things which are temporal!2741 “Self” holds us to everything 
which is within Satan’s jurisdictional control (earthy); therefore, if we 
seek to endeavor toward freedom in Christ, we must first deny personal 
volition (“self”), or the spiritual battles we face will be lost through nar-
cissistic ignorance! In sincere love and reverence for God, we must 
submit unto God for the spiritual relational reality to exist and prosper 
unto increased spiritual growth! Refusal to acknowledge this is the reason 
that multitudes have never received changed lives in accordance to the 
spiritual growth which is from God alone! The reality of God’s spiritual 
blessings will never occur, until we through devotional and disciplined 
obedience surrender unto the reality of God and His good, acceptable, 
and perfect will; for the only way to go beyond that which is temporal 
unto the spiritual reality is by the work of God, when we receive the 
goodness of His grace, by reception of the reality of His presence! 
Preconceptions destroy the potential of submission unto the reality of 
God; for to preconceive what is sought, is to submit to all that can de-
ceive away from the reality of God, as our reality becomes seeking God 
within the flesh which can never please God!2742 Seeking a relationship 
with Christ as Savior without being drawn by God to accept “Jesus as 
Lord” always leads to a reality of opposition; for seeking by the 

2741 Matthew 6:25-34; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.
2742 Romans 8:3-8.
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enticements of one’s “self” is contradictory to seeking a relationship with 
Christ through the righteous work of God! Because of the blatant nar-
cissism of multitudes during these last days, in drawing unto themselves 
teachers according to carnal whims, desires, and intentions, pulpit pro-
clamations of acceptance of Jesus as Savior alone has replaced and 
therefore denied the reality of the imperative of God’s work in salvation; 
for seeking to live for the flesh while claiming a relationship with God, 
the church has kept Christ from His own church, thereby denying the 
necessary light of truth in most endeavors to accept and worship God!2743 

The Lord gave us the standards by which we must seek, love, and 
worship Him; all of which is fulfilled by God’s work and presence in 
our existence! Any attempts to bypass the standards and fruits of God, 
are attempts to come to the reality of God through fantasy and religious 
foolishness! In love, we will either seek the reality and purity of truth 
which is contingent to the reality of God, proven by the spiritual work 
of God in accordance to His grace; or we will seek God through tem-
poral means, within which He will never be found! Praise God that His 
love and blessings are upon us if and when we seek Him during uncon-
ditional submission to the truth of the Gospel, and praise Him that He 
literally indwells us and fills us with the reality of His presence, which 
includes understanding and knowledge which is revealed by His tender 
mercies, lovingkindness and grace; yet shame on us if and when we deny 
the reality of God for any reason! 

The Gospel truth is actually the reality which exists behind the 
written words, which is revealed solely by the Lord’s blessings of spiritual 
discernment and the ability to spiritually appraise; which never occur 
through religious (carnal) endeavors. Within the reality of God’s pres-
ence in the lives of His legitimate children, the Lord reveals the Gospel 
truth, by implanting the reality into our spirit; which brings forth de-
votional submission to the reality of the truth, which is devotional 
submission unto the reality of God; which is possible only by the work 
of God!2744 The wonderment of all that is of the Lord is found in the 
reality that it is all by the working of the Lord; as He takes us beyond 
the flesh unto the spiritual reality of His indwelling. As long as “self” is 
allowed to lead our corporeal existence, the beauty and wonderment of 

2743 Revelation 3:14-22, specifics vs. 15-20.
2744 James 1:19-25, specific vs. 21, 25.
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God will never be realized; for within temporal carnality, nothing of 
the eternal (actual walking by faith) can be discovered or fulfilled. Just 
as I made supplication unto God for the purity of truth, which was the 
beginning of my existence according to the kind intention of God’s will, 
so also can the greatest day of other’s lives begin within devotional right-
eous intention which places the seeking of the reality of God as highest 
priority! Never had I even thought of the reality of beauty and won-
derment which is realized and fulfilled by the righteous leadership of 
God; yet by His abounding grace He brought me to the essence of the 
reality which is Him, which continues to this day, and will continue for 
all eternity! The same wonderment is available to all who will allow the 
Lord to take them beyond themselves unto the reality for which He 
created us; we have only to devotionally acquiesce and follow once aloof 
temporal importance, for to truly love God selflessly is to surrender 
oneself unto the reality of God, holding nothing back for any reason!2745 
It must be understood, it is not sufficient to believe we know God, as 
the imperative remains that God must know us as His legitimate chil-
dren, for the reality of salvation to exist; which is proven solely by God’s 
personal revealing of Himself (spiritually)!  

A question I hope that everyone would ask themselves is this—if I 
have never actually experienced the reality of the presence of God dur-
ing my corporeal existence; what proof exists that an eternity with Him 
is a possible reality? Please remember, the personal presence of God is 
a spiritual reality which is proven only by the wonderment of receiving 
His heavenly gift; which is actual intimate fellowship with the Lord 
God of all creation! This reality is not of the flesh, nor is it of the world, 
nor is it of: emotion, fantasy, assumption, conjecture, or delusion; for 
the reality is the presence of God of which nothing has ever compared. 
The reality of the presence of God is solely by the work of God, which 
is proven solely by a changed existence by the grace of God; which takes 
us to the realization of the Gospel truth by the masterful divine lead-
ership of the Creator of the universe!  

I apologize if I have failed to explain the wonderment of God’s pres-
ence in my life! I have attempted to explain that which is ineffable, in 
the only way possible; which is by experience. I truly hope that you will 
surrender unto loving the Lord first and foremost, so that you also may 

2745 John 15:1-16:1.
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experience the wonderment of the presence of God, which is realized 
by His indwelling of your spirit! All aspects of the temporal must dimin-
ish until it ceases to callous our spirit; for within the tenderness and 
devotional sincerity which remains, the Lord can fill us with the reality 
of His goodness and righteousness! Although this is explained in the 
Gospel, the reality is proven solely by the presence of God, when He is 
allowed unhindered access to our existence; by our un-fettered dis-
ciplined obedience and humble acquiescence! As I have told my students 
who have attempted to render praise unto me in thanksgiving for my 
instruction, and by stating that they thank God for me; I am who I am 
solely by the grace of God, and therefore all praise and thanksgiving 
must be rendered unto God in appreciation of who He is; for God is 
truly all in all and must be praised, worshipped, and adored according 
to the reality of Him!2746 Accepting praise from individuals for serving 
the Lord can be very dangerous; for the prideful and/or arrogant aspects 
of our sinful nature (“self”), can very easily influence the servant of the 
Lord to accept adequacy and sufficiency within “self,” although in reality 
our sufficiency and adequacy is solely from the Lord!2747 Fighting the 
good fight of the faith is not easy by any means, as hindrance and dis-
traction is always present; yet in love for God first and foremost, we fight 
to maintain disciplined obedience and submission unto the Lord, so that 
the wonderment of His presence is not denied or rejected though sub-
mission to “self”; for to truly love the Lord is to surrender all unto Him, 
as nothing less is acceptable or sufficient within disciplined devotion!  

The putrid nature of our wretched “self” is realized solely by God’s 
work to take us beyond “self” unto the spiritual beauty of purpose in 
the Lord! Is there really anything so important upon this earth, or of 
our flesh, that we would volitionally choose to lose out on the wonder-
ment of the spiritual reality of God? The guile foundational to prideful 
“self” and demonic scheming stays us upon the broad path which leads 
to spiritual destitution and/or destruction! The wonderment of the re-
ality of God can take us beyond the putrid unto the righteousness of 
eternal beauty, even so during a corporeal existence by personal special 
revelation and spiritual blessing; if and when we will allow the Lord to 
fulfill His righteous purpose within our existence, by our denial and re-

2746 Romans 12:1-3.
2747 2 Corinthians 3:1-18; 12:9, 10.
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jection of that which holds us captive to carnality (self; demonic in-
fluence within self)! Is our “self” really so important that we are willing 
to deny and reject the wonderment of purpose in the Lord, by narcis-
sism? If we truly desire to love the Lord, with the selfless love which is 
of God’s fruits, we have only to abandon personal volition (“self”) unto 
the righteous will of God; and maintain the abandonment!  

It is the denial of the reality of God which has led multitudes to ex-
ample and emphasize themselves through self-importance. In the 
Gospel (Genesis 1:1, 2), we witness that in the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth, and that the earth was formless and void of 
all life forms. The statement rendered here is the entirety of a complete 
chapter unto itself; as there is no actual way for us to know when God 
created the heavens and the earth (in the beginning; Hebrew: reshith = 
chief:—beginning), for no one knows the time of the “beginning”! To 
assume that the heavens and earth were not created until God decided 
to make the earth habitable for the creation of living beings upon the 
earth, is foundational to: arrogance, preconception, assumption, and 
conjecture. The emphasis found in verse two, renders the reality that 
God has always been present within His creation, according to the in-
tentions of His: good, acceptable, and perfect will; which in this case is 
accordant to His creation of life upon the earth. The statements ren-
dered in Genesis verses one and two in no way emphasizes the time of 
antiquity when these things occurred; yet by the arrogance of religious 
beliefs and teachings, proclamations have gone forth that the reality 
was of course (somehow) because of us (human beings), which is nothing 
less than anthropocentricism.  

Within the emphatics of religious zealots and the proclamations 
there from, anything aloof beliefs that God’s creation was centered upon 
one form of His creation (human beings), is foundational to the boastful 
and stubborn pride of life. Yes, God created and made habitable the 
earth with the kind intention of creating human beings; yet this was 
performed because of who God is, not because of who we are; for in 
love for God and motivated by His grace we can become capable of 
being instruments of His goodness and righteousness, as we were truly 
made by Him and for Him!2748 Within ourselves, we may believe the 
right thing, yet it will always be for the wrong reason; if the reason is 

2748 Matthew 25:31-46; Ephesians 1:3-6.
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not foundational to revelations regarding the existence of God, and a 
personal devotional trust and hope in our Creator!2749  

Within the foolishness of religious and scientific zealotry, and foolish 
human adolescent stubborn pride, expectations have gone forth that 
everyone should believe the teachings of other specific types of human 
beings; as each specific type believe themselves to be right and everyone 
else wrong. Within the creation epic of religiosity, everyone of the world 
is to believe that the earth is only a few thousand years old; this of course 
to emphasize that the planet was created specifically for the creation of 
the human race, at a time just prior to God’s creation of life upon the 
earth. This seems absurd to many, as carbon dating emphasizes that the 
earth is millions of years old; yet as aforementioned no one has witness 
as to the time of antiquity when the earth was initially created and void 
of all life. In retaliation against the absurdity of religious teaching, the 
“big bang” theory was comprised within scientific circles to rebut the 
religious epic; by stating that all the material matter (celestial for-
mations) in the entire universe exploded from a specific point of 
extremely dense hot matter, which formed all of the galaxies, planets, 
moons, nebulas. etc., as the hot matter cooled during expansion. To add 
injury to insult, Charles Darwin then theorized “evolution” (origin of 
species by means of natural selection) to be the basis of all life on planet 
earth; with other theories (accumulated modification; mutation, genetic 
variation, etc.) coming forth from other intellectuals which seem to 
contradict Darwin’s theory. All of these disputes and theories came forth 
as individuals fail to utilize the measure of faith given them by God, or 
submit unto God for righteous activation of the measure of faith, so as 
to trust in God; which is necessary for the veil to be lifted in Christ; 
the veil causing obscurity to the witness of truth while yet remaining. 
It is one thing to investigate specific characteristics within different life 
forms; it is something else entirely to claim changes and characteristics 
of abounding and precise creation by intelligent design to occur by hap-
penstance! The key factor of disputes and competitions which cause 
divisions and animosity remains the same; for one person’s “self” feels 
superior to other individual’s “self,” leading to prideful endeavors to 
prove oneself to hold the answers which are actually found solely within 
the wisdom, understanding, and knowledge that come forth by blessing, 

2749 Ephesians 1:3-12.

Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality1012



within reverence for the one true God and Creator! Multitudes of in-
dividuals, both intellectuals and nonintellectuals, form premises from 
which to believe, and seek to prove the premise by forms of investigation 
and/or assumption; many times refusing to reject the premise or prem-
ises when sound conclusions can neither be proven nor explained 
scientifically. This occurs also within individuals concerning God and 
creation, as individuals not drawn by God formulate a premise founda-
tional to their earthy emotional beliefs and feelings; and continue forth 
aloof truth and reality to believe according to the emotional stature of 
personal premise, or the teachings of others who find emotional uplift-
ing foundational to carnal chosen beliefs based upon corporeal 
emotions; although without an actual spiritual context! Multitudes be-
lieve what they choose to believe, and will debate even unto 
obnoxiousness and belligerence, rather than listen to reason or truthful 
investigations. How truly pathetic it is that multitudes choose to believe 
other human beings of renowned worldly stature or intellect; while de-
nying the beauty and splendor of intelligent design within the creations 
of God! When these things occur, it is almost always because of an emo-
tional response brought forth by physical realm stimuli; all of which 
were witnessed by sensory perceptions of the flesh; many times claimed 
to arise from faith, although actual faith is the substance (assurance) of 
things hoped for and the evidence (conviction) of things not seen.2750 
The problematic situation of believing falsely according to the flesh, 
remains that the longer false beliefs have been maintained, the harder 
it becomes to turn away from the darkness of inappropriate beliefs, so 
as to come to the light of actual knowledge; especially when adolescent 
stubborn pride stays individuals from the reality of seven words, “I do 
not know,” “I was wrong!”  

It is quite shameful that the beauty of the Gospel and wonderment 
of God’s creation are ignored or rejected, while at the same time indi-
viduals emphasize self-importance and self-influence in expecting others 
to believe epics and fables foundational to fantasy, assumption, and con-
jecture! The blessing of the measure of faith which God has given to 
all created in His image (spiritually), was to allow faith and trust to be 
placed upon our Creator; the measure of faith was never intended for 
the purpose of placing faith and trust in other human beings, where the 

2750 Hebrews 11:1-40, specific vs. 1, 2.
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existence and reality of God are concerned and imperative! Although 
the reality of God is plainly witnessed by all that He has created, the 
deceptions of religiosity never ceases to confuse matters pertaining to 
God, when individuals are expected to believe absurdities which far sur-
pass any form of evidenced investigation of truth; whenever the 
confounding effects of self-importance are allowed emphasis.  

“Self” is in fact the root cause of all animosity, divisions, and false 
beliefs; which abound when refusing selfless submission to truth within 
humility! Just as the Pharisees kept adding oral law to the written Law 
of God in attempts to prove their superiority (condescendingly) over 
the nation of Israel, so also happens when prideful individuals attempt 
to prove their worth by intimidated superiority over others! When we 
learn that our true worth is founded solely within the spiritual relational 
reality with God that saves us from the guilt of our sinful natures, we 
then can (potentially) come into the light of truth which allows the Lord 
to take us beyond the petty bickering of prideful volition, as He takes 
us beyond the flesh and things of the world by training us to live spir-
itually; toward the reality of life indeed which is life eternal. Those who 
live for the flesh in accordance to carnal volition never realize the won-
derment of a life lived for God; for a life lived for the flesh is a life in 
opposition to God, which includes a life lived according to physical 
realm religion; whereas a life lived spiritually for the Lord is life indeed, 
now (purposeful) and forever (righteously)!2751 Both the church and 
science intellectuals have expended great amounts of effort to prove ab-
surdities; whereas if everyone would righteously utilize the measure of 
faith given to them, by primary submission unto God for righteous ac-
tivation of the measure of faith, we could all journey beyond the foolish 
pride and arrogance foundational to the flesh, thereby caring for one 
another with selfless affections and considerations. The Lord rendered 
the necessary factors (Scriptures; divine inspiration and illumination) 
so that we may realize the error of our ways, and submit to love God as 
is appropriate foundational to sincere appreciation for all that He has 
done for us; which includes the vast and precise wonderment of His 
created realm! The choice to live for “self” or for God rests with each 
of us, yet it is never a righteous choice to lead others astray from truth 
for any reason; as it is also blatant foolishness to follow blindly within 

2751 Romans 8

Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality1014



ignorance, when “faith” foundational investigation can occur with dis-
ciplined diligent effort! 

The fact remains that God did indeed create the heavens and the 
earth; when exactly no one knows, nor do the time specifics matter as 
all was within God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will and the kind in-
tention of His will regarding life on planet Earth! The fact remains that 
God created the heavens and the earth, and created life upon the planet 
at and during times of His choosing; for the immensity of God cannot 
be fathomed, understood, or reasoned any more than the original times 
and durations of God’s creativity! Within the foolishness of zealotry, 
human beings attempt to prove their correctness by absurdity; specific 
types against all other specific types, as arrogance comes forth when 
spiritual faith has not actually been utilized, during physical realm prem-
ise investigations pertaining to the vastness and absolute precision of 
creation! Within the book of Romans the reality of “creative design” is 
made evident; which negates any excuse by anyone who would attempt 
to deny the reality of God, as by pride and foolishness!2752 How is it 
that even the uneducated American Indians (and others) realized the 
beauty and precision of creative design, and acknowledged the Creator 
(Great Spirit); whereas intellectual scientists remains incapable? The 
answer is simple, for the American Indians (and all others who believe) 
righteously utilized the “measure of faith” given them by God; whereas 
a plethora of intellectuals are incapable due to personal self-importance 
and unrighteousness; as the former realized the immensity of God by 
witness of His vast, beautiful, and precise creation, as they looked beyond 
“self” by utilizing the measure of faith, whereas the intellectuals were 
blinded by “self” because of their prideful rejection and rebellion against 
the obvious! Within the creation epics of religiosity and intellectual-
izations, the opposing viewpoints are rejected as absurd; although all 
of the epics are void of actual wisdom, understanding, and knowledge; 
therefore all being absurd! When “self” is not denied for the righteous 
purpose of believing in and following the Lord by faith, then the reality 
of God is denied for the sake of prideful insistent speculation and con-
fident assertions; which amount to nothing more than ignorance 
proclaimed, of which all endeavors cause divisions and animosity as the 
“self” of individuals battle against the “self” of others who hold to only 

2752 Romans 1:18-23.
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their own premises, theories, and false beliefs! The only way to come 
to knowledge of truth regarding “creation” is to look beyond “self” unto 
the immensity of the reality of God; by awakening from spiritual 
slumber and opening one’s eyes, which is accomplished solely by faith, 
after abandonment of the prideful notion of carnal-importance!2753 The 
reality of God is rejected and denied because of the simple reason that 
is human arrogance; for multitudes place their focus upon all that is of 
the physical realm, with nary a notion of the divine which far surpasses 
all that is temporal! 

The foolishness of carnal scientific investigation is further proven 
by the scientific attempts to proof factors which are actually neither 
discernible nor reasoned! With the world of humankind seeking answers 
within “self” and through conceived notions, the blinding effects of 
prideful endeavor have clouded even the obvious; which remains that 
answers regarding the creative design of the Lord can only be under-
stood or perceived by the reality of God’s creativity, which while in 
human form goes far beyond the realm of corporeality to the realm of 
“faith”! An example of this is the SETI (Search for Extra Terrestrial 
Intelligence) program of investigation, as multitudes choose to believe 
in aliens rather than in the Lord! The government has spent multiple 
millions of dollars seeking evidence in the heavens which would indicate 
other forms of intelligent life; while at the same time failing to realize 
the error of the investigations. With the two powerful foes which mis-
lead away from the spiritual relational reality being the attributes of 
“self” (pride, arrogance, self-centeredness, stubbornness, self-impor-
tance. etc.) and demonic influence, there is absolutely no way that the 
Lord would allow other forms of universal life to distract and deter! 
With millions (possible billions) of planets in the universe, the possibility 
of intelligent life is certainly a possibility; yet as God seeks that none 
should perish eternally, the Lord would never allow further distraction 
and deterrent to come forth which would allow further detriment and 
damage to our faith to accept God’s salvation. An additional point which 
emphasizes the foolishness of carnal (natural) humanity which denies 
the reality of God and Gospel truth; is the fact of the reality of the 
Messiah’s having come, which was an event which has been realized 
throughout the world! The date designations of “B.C.” (before Christ) 

2753 Isaiah 55:6-11.
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and “A.D.” (Anno Domini—the year of our Lord), were changed several 
years ago within literature, to the designations of “BCE” (before Christ’s 
era) and “ACE” (after Christ’s era); as if this change would actually deny 
(if possible) the reality of the Messiah’s having come, with an emphasis 
upon a possible denial of God, as if this change would ever justify a de-
nial of the world changing event which was by the grace of God our 
Creator, according to the kind intention of His will!  

LIFE WITHIN THE REALITY OF GOD 

That which is of the flesh is foreign (alien) to the reality of spirituality, 
which leaves only assumption, conjecture, concept, and fantasy regard-
ing the transition from the former to the latter; when aloof the work of 
God, for flesh and the Spirit are opposed one to the other!2754 When 
God takes an individual across the threshold from the physical realm 
to the spiritual realm (carnality to spirituality) by His divine work of 
preparation and drawing, He allows the reality of spirituality to take 
form by His indwelling; this bringing forth the reality of a spiritual ex-
istence, and therefore the ability to actually walk by faith in accordance 
to the divine righteous work of God.2755 Without the divine work of 
God, individuals are incapable of going beyond concept and fantasy, 
unto a spiritual reality; this leading to fleshly emotionality which only 
mimics and fantasizes spirituality, leading to delusion in accordance to 
the deceptive scheme of Satan, who seeks that human beings never come 
to the spiritual reality of submissive devotional obedience and reverence 
necessary in order to be saved!2756 When individuals are kept from the 
spiritual reality which allows them only false belief (religious fantasy; 
falsehood), they delude themselves to believe the deception; as they will 
never come unto the potential of the spiritual reality, unless they with 
disciplined diligence seek the purity of uncompromising truth!2757  

With the world now being in the final end times prior to the 
Tribulation Period, with exuberant love of “self” growing to extremes 
(narcissism), fleshly (carnal) religious endeavors to seek God have re-
placed the actual spiritual imperative and reality; this leading to 
disunity, as there is no longer one Lord, faith, and baptism; for fleshly 

2754 Galatians 5:17-25.
2755 Romans 8:11; 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
2756 Ephesians 4:1-14; cf. Hebrews 5:8-6:3.
2757 James 1:22-24.
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emotionalism has led multitudes in different directions upon the broad 
path which leads to spiritual destruction, as physical realm ritualistic 
and doctrinal religion in many forms appeases the individualized mo-
tives of seeking God in the flesh (multiple denominations and false 
beliefs)! When God indwells individuals a changed life is led forth by 
the Lord, as He convinces and convicts within His legitimate child’s 
spirit regarding the imperatives of being led in righteousness and harsh 
correction (chastisement) for disobedience; whereas those who have 
remained deceived continue forth in the flesh with nary a notion of 
Biblical priorities regarding righteousness! A primary reality of those 
indwelled by God (legitimate children) is acceptance and adherence 
of and to unwavering truth (probity; candor, veracity); whereas those 
who remain deceived continue within the darkness of deception, with 
inability to witness the reality of their spiritual depravity! Where God 
is at work by His indwelling there is change in righteousness which is 
inimitable; where God is not at work there is no actual change in right-
eousness, but rather only the effects of personal change according to 
religious credulity!2758 

When God draws an individual to accept both the atoning work and 
authority of Christ (Jesus as Lord; Romans 10:8-10), He divinely takes 
the individual beyond all that is of the physical realm; for the righteous 
confession of faith is solely spiritual, and must therefore be divinely led 
by God for the individual to go beyond the confines and dominion of 
the flesh and world within the moment (time period) of God’s work to 
prepare, accept, adopt, and justify the individual.2759 As the divine work 
of God always involves truth and reality, a legitimate child of God is 
blessed with experiencing an actual spiritual reality, which is completely 
aloof all influence and coercion from both “self” (flesh) and demonic 
instigation; which allows future reference regarding the spiritual reality 
of God, thereby emphasizing the imperative of accepting God’s mas-
terful and righteous leadership by faithful disciplined and devotional 
submission!2760 Once the divine work of God in the adoption process 
has been completed, which brings the individual to the reality of being 
an adopted legitimate child of God (by literal spiritual experience; not 

2758 Romans 10:1-3; Colossians 2:20-23.
2759 Romans 3:9-31.
2760 Matthew 16:23-27.
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religious emotional response), the Lord’s divine work of progressive 
sanctification then begins; increase being contingent upon the individ-
ual’s willingness to submissively follow the Lord further during the 
duration of one’s life; for the Lord cannot bless times of disobedience 
or selfish complacency. Throughout this primary divine work of God, 
the measure of faith is in fact righteously actuated by the Lord; for with-
out personal experience of a spiritual reality, an individual will falsely 
believe a delusive walking by faith and continue forth illegitimately (re-
ligiously)! When the measure of faith has never actually been righteously 
activated by the Lord, as a false confession of faith was rendered, then 
the measure of faith will be utilized un-righteously; which leads to hav-
ing faith foundational to the delusive nature of the world and flesh, 
leading to placing trust and hope virtually everywhere except in the 
Lord (in reality)! The reality of false beliefs and un-righteous faith is 
evidenced by a progressive seeking of God through physical realm 
means (religion; secular factors), and the reality that the individual is 
never actually separated unto God nor made holy (sanctification)! False 
beliefs and delusive faith never leads to a changed life by the righteous 
work of God; but rather only a religious cheap mimic, as individuals 
attempt to justify themselves through false (self-important; religious) 
righteousness!2761 The imperative of diligent discipline in following the 
Lord, is realized within the matter of righteously actuated faith; for the 
flesh (“self”) will never stop attempts to be master over us; thus the im-
perative of disciplined righteous faith so that the flesh will not again 
gain control of us, lest the masterful righteous leadership of the Lord 
be rejected leading to a return to spiritual stagnancy! There is truly no 
spiritual reality or growth aloof the righteous work of God’s masterful 
guidance and work; thus Jesus must be allowed to remain Master (Lord) 
over us, unhindered through constant strict discipline!2762 

With a legitimate child’s willingness to follow the Lord within the 
spiritual relational reality by devotional (habitual) denial of “self,” God 
continues to work in the individual further progressive sanctification; 
this literally bringing forth the righteousness of God which conforms 
the individual to the image of Christ, which Jesus exampled during His 
selfless walk upon the earth, and ministry of righteousness!2763 The 

2761 Luke 16:15; Romans 10:1-3.
2762 Hebrews 12:4-11.
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reality of God’s progressive divine work in an individual is witnessed 
(evidenced) by the individual’s going beyond the lust, intentions, moti-
vations, deceptions, and wanton desires of the flesh and of the world, 
which brings forth an earnest disciplined devotion within the individual 
for continued submission unto the Lord, so as to receive further blessings 
of His actual presence; which further separates them from those who 
are yet perishing.2764 Those who live within the reality of God do not 
make excuses (deluded deceptions) for compromising with the world 
and its ways; for we live within the reality of abstaining from sin so as 
to remain (unhindered) within the relational reality! Those who live 
within the reality of God abstain from living for “self” habitually; for all 
moments foundational to “self” are moments external of the beauty and 
wonderment of the reality of God! It is this action (righteous motivation; 
God’s righteous work) within the individual, which leads them to in-
creased devotional reverence for the Lord; with the outcome becoming 
a righteous desire for God’s divine presence, which is the devotional 
motivation which ushers in actual intimate fellowship with the Lord; 
for the individual seeks to remain separate from the darkness from which 
the Lord delivered them!2765 As the individual allows God to further 
work within them (unhindered), the blessing of increased intimate fel-
lowship with the Lord allows the Lord to implant the Gospel truth 
(reality behind the written Biblical words) into the individual’s spirit; 
which with the addition of personal specifics from the Lord of which 
the individual has righteous necessity, takes the individual to God’s up-
ward call which is foundational to the Lord Jesus (being conformed).2766 
Without the divine work of God, a life foundational to the Lord never 
actually occurs; rather only delusional fantasy and religiosity! 

Those who live within the reality of God are both diligent and dis-
ciplined to abide in God’s word (Bible; gospel truth), for five reasons: 
devotional submission and obedience; to learn (literally) increasing truth 
from the Lord as His learned pupils (disciples); to receive freedom 
(made free) from deception, sin, and carnal fantasy; to maintain freedom 
in Christ; and to receive the power of God to maintain abiding in the 

2763 Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:1-39.
2764 1 Corinthians 15:33, 34, 47-50; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 6:14-7:1; Colossians 1:9-14; 3:6-17; 

2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
2765 Philippians 2:12, 13; cf. Hebrews 12:1-11; 1 John 1:5-7.
2766 Philippians 3:7-14; cf. Romans 13:1-14; cf. James 1:19-25.
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Lord, for apart from Him we can do nothing that is righteously accept-
able!2767 Those who live within the reality of God maintain strict 
discipline, so that God may deal with us (on a continual basis) as His 
legitimate children; for also within strict discipline, devotional humility 
and submission are maintained so that our actuated measure of faith 
will keep us free from false worship, arrogance, and complacency (smug-
ness)!2768 To live within the reality of God is to seek to achieve and 
maintain higher levels of training, which blesses us with increased 
knowledge of the reality of God; this bringing us always closer to the 
reality of eternality, with God as our Lord, King, and Master (all in all)! 
As God is the creator of all things, life within the reality of Him guides 
us to accept and appreciate the fact that He is greater than all things, 
and thus we never seek to surpass the immense goodness and right-
eousness of God through prideful arrogance! Imagine the reality, that 
the universe is vastly immense and precise; yet God being greater than 
all that He has created, seeks to know and lead us, which is astounding, 
considering our insignificance when aloof the reality of Him! It should 
always be remembered, that the measure of faith is for the purpose that 
we may actually know our Creator (and be known by Him), and to keep 
us from thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought (arrogance); 
for both our purpose and actual worthiness are realized solely by His 
righteous masterful molding in accordance to His grace and tender 
mercies!2769 Within the spiritual relational reality with God, His grace 
is truly understood to be sufficient; for without this understanding His 
grace is taken for granted, as we feel we hold entitlement of His con-
siderations and blessings, as if we warrant the wonderment of God by 
our own actions and intentions.2770 There is no greater blessing than 
to be devotionally reverent, obedient, and submissive unto to Lord our 
Creator; for nothing is greater than God, by whom we journey and live 
within the blessings of God’s righteousness and holiness, of which the 
world (and those of the world) will never realize! No one who is willing 
to compromise through involvement with darkness, deception and self-
ish pride will ever reach higher levels of training within the reality of 
God! This is explained further in chapter nine (Ultimatum). 

2767 John 8:31-36; 15:1-17, specific vs. 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11.
2768 Romans 12:1-3; Hebrews 12:7, 8.
2769 Isaiah 2913-16; 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-10; Romans 9:19-24.
2770 2 Corinthians 12:6-10.



A life within the reality of God continues for eternity; for during 
an individual’s corporeal lifetime, the changes brought forth by God 
continue progressively over time within disciplined devotional obe-
dience, with summation of the reality happening suddenly when God 
divinely brings forth the ultimate change of the perishable (corporeal) 
to the imperishable (spiritual eternality).2771 Although the Lord’s work 
within an individual’s corporeal existence takes a lifetime, the work 
continues progressively unless the individual follows enticements to 
return unto a carnal existence; at which time the progression becomes 
hindered because of selfish arrogance and disobedience. Although the 
Lord is not pleased with disobedience, the fact remains that as He will 
never leave us nor forsake us, thus He will always wait patiently for 
the individual to selflessly and devotionally return to submissive obe-
dience; which generally occurs because the individual having 
remembered the beauty of the Lord’s presence, and realizing the harsh 
loss of God’s presence (by chastisement; loss of fellowship), seeks re-
turn to the wonderment of God, whom eagerly awaits them for return 
to righteous continued spiritual blessings! Without experiencing the 
reality of the presence of God as by God’s prior divine work, the po-
tential to return to the wonderment of God would generally never 
occur! The blessing of God’s work in the life of individuals is unsur-
passed by anything; the witness of this first realized by God’s divine 
work of drawing and adoption! Anyone who did not come to the spir-
itual relational reality with God by His divine work, will never realize 
the reality of God; therefore, all the religious instigations, prodding, 
and insistence conceivable, amounts to nothing aside of further de-
luding effects! It is for this reason that all emotional (not spiritual led 
by God) and religious endeavors of human effort will fail due to un-
righteousness; for within all endeavors of this type, the guile and 
deceptive schemes of Satan are easily allowed to deceive and mislead; 
which unfortunately may last for the entire lifetime of the individual! 
If an individual has always had doubts as to God’s divine work in their 
existence, the potential reality exists that God has never actually began 
a good work in them; therefore, the individual should selflessly seek 
the truth through supplication unto the Lord, for as God seeks that 
none should perish, He very much desires humble submission unto 

2771 1 Corinthians 15:40-50; cf. 13:12; 1 John 3:1-3.
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the reality of receiving His divine work! The simple truth remains, “if 
in doubt, humbly go to God!” 

Life within the reality of God is a very personal intimate matter, be-
tween an individual and God, therefore the individual must seek tutelage 
personally from the Lord (within actual fellowship with Him); for no 
human being can actually teach the spiritual reality, as we can only in-
struct pertaining to the reality, which I am now attempting to do!2772 
In accordance to this reality, God and God alone is capable of making 
the reality come to fruition; which negates any notion by other human 
beings that they were somehow responsible for the reality of another’s 
salvation, or actual spiritual growth which is solely from the Lord! We 
as legitimate children of God speak the Gospel truth in love, and instruct 
others how to accurately handle the word of truth (Gospel); yet the ac-
tual righteous work of implantation of the gospel truth is performed 
solely by our Lord! We as legitimate children of God never vary from 
the truth; this being one of the reasons why we are hated by many, as 
the light of truth exposes the darkness of deceit and deception, thus 
those held in bondage to darkness hate the light of truth and therefore 
hate the messenger of truth.2773 We do not concern ourselves with being 
hated as instruments of God’s righteousness; for we know that the truth 
we speak is that which allows potential spiritual freedom to come to 
righteous fruition, if and when an individual submits to the authority 
of God in reality! It is an unfortunate fact that multitudes of individuals 
seek spiritual answers from other individuals; when this continues in-
definitely, the truth emphasizes that the individuals have never actually 
received anything from God! As the Lord’s legitimate children, it is our 
duty to emphasize that the individual must put forth devotional effort 
to seek answers and righteous fruition from God; for if we repeatedly 
give in (kowtow) to the desires of the individual in their turning to us 
rather than to God, then we have turned against God by the truth of 
our endeavors, as we have allowed selfishness, pride, arrogance, cow-
ardice, or ignorance of the reality to take the lead in the endeavor, which 
negates God’s masterful leadership and work! True servants of the Lord 
would rather be hated (without cause), than to compromise; for com-
promise leads to selfish disruptive endeavors! As long as individuals 

2772 Matthew 23:8-10.
2773 Matthew 10:22; John 15:18-27; 17:14.
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continually seek answers from other human beings, they will fail to go 
to God, from whom comes the reality of spiritual training and growth! 
When we maintain devotional adherence to following the Lord, those 
receiving God’s divine embrace will listen to us; whereas those who are 
not being divinely embraced by God will not listen!2774 Anyone who 
continues forth confrontationally by attempting to convince or convict 
individuals of the truth, are self-centered individuals who seek attention 
within matters of pretentiousness and pedantry, and by doing so are 
foolishly and selfishly attempting to do the work of God! The righteous 
reality of actual Christianity (not the Christian religion) is “God at 
work”; we as legitimate children simply speak the truth in love, and 
render instruction pertaining to the Scriptures and the hope that is in 
us (relational salvation)! It is for this reason that all selfless devotional 
servants of the Lord must be diligent and disciplined to study the 
Gospel; for speaking without knowledge (ignorantly) is always det-
rimental, and therefore against Christ!2775 Those who speak only kind 
words and present only Scriptures which appease the flesh, are not le-
gitimate children or servants of the Lord; for our duties and 
responsibilities must remain pleasing to the Lord, without exception!2776 

Being within a righteous relationship with God (spiritual relational 
reality) is astoundingly wonderful; for we are blessed with being led, 
taught, and changed (spiritual growth) by God!2777 The relational reality 
can never be duplicated or imitated; although the religions of the world 
emphasize contrary! When within the spiritual relational reality, the 
imperatives of existence are all about God; this being emphasized 
(proven) as individuals strive with great assiduity to remain spiritually 
pure by avoidance of anything that is of darkness and deception, for to 
compromise from the imperatives of light and truth causes immediate 
detriment to the spiritual reality because of the seriousness of the of-
fense!2778 It is because of the seriousness of the offense (intentional 
blatant disobedience), that legitimate children of God must remain aloof 
any and all religious practices; for with the exceptions of celebrating 

2774 1 John 4:1-6.
2775 Matthew 12:30; cf. 1 Timothy 1:5-11.
2776 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Galatians 1:3-10; Ephesians 5:1-17; Colossians 3:20-24; 

1 Thessalonians 2:3-6.
2777 1 Corinthians 3:1-9.
2778 John 3:19-21; 8:37-47; 2 Corinthians 13:8; Ephesians 5:1-17; 1 John 1:5-10.
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the Lord’s Supper and the Feast of Booths (during the millennial reign 
of Christ), all religious traditions (of rote) are of sin within darkness 
and deception!2779 Ignorance can never be excused; for it is the respon-
sibility of all believers to evidence the truth, and live within the realm 
(spiritual; well lit) of uncompromising truth! Legitimate disciplined and 
obedient children of God remain aloof of all religious darkness and de-
ception; for involvement is sin foundational to Satan’s schemes to lead 
astray and cause spiritual detriment and/or spiritual death by religiosity! 
When within the spiritual relational reality, the wonderment of God’s 
presence is so astounding that nothing of this world any longer holds 
merit; for nothing is more important than pleasing the Lord by remain-
ing instruments of His righteousness through devotional submission! 
God is good and wonderful all the time; our motivations and fruits must 
emphasize this fact, for although ineffable, the presence of the reality 
of God is of pure wonderment! Loving God first and foremost is the 
primary imperative which allows our disciplined motivations to remain 
foundational to the righteousness of God (foundation is Christ); it is 
for this reason that loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength was and continues to be the great commandment of God; 
which He rendered for our benefit, so that we may righteously live 
within His blessings, which are based within disciplined devotional obe-
dience and reverence!2780 Those who truly love the Lord teach these 
principles (and admonitions) to their children, for having experienced 
the reality of God, they maintain hope that their children may experi-
ence the reality of God as well! Negligence regarding this matter is 
inexcusable; for what loving parent would want to deny their child the 
reality of God; loving disciplined diligence is found within the reality 
of leading by example! 

The reality of a relationship with God is motivated by the right-
eousness of God, if and when individuals maintain appropriate devotion 
and reverence for the Lord God of all creation! As was aforementioned, 
when the Lord draws an individual to the spiritual relational reality (ac-
tual Christianity), He does so divinely so all that is of the flesh is placed 
aloof the work of God; which is the divine work that prepares, adopts, 
and justifies the individual in accordance to God’s holy and righteous 

2779 1 Corinthians 11:17-33; Zechariah 14:16-19; cf. 1 John 3:1-10.
2780 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:36-40; cf. Hebrews 12:1-11.
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indwelling.2781 It should be remembered that the Lord is absolutely 
holy and righteous; it is pertinent to this reality that justification and 
definitive sanctification occurred during God’s divine “drawing” process, 
and why progressive sanctification must be allowed to continue by right-
eous obedient submission, lest we return to defiling the “temple of the 
Lord” which is our body, by fleshly and secular disobedience!2782 
Continuation of God’s work (spiritual growth; sanctification) may con-
tinue, or not, depending upon the individual’s willingness to submit 
unto further goodness and righteousness from the Lord.2783 The reality 
of God and the reality of the spiritual relationship are exactly compat-
ible, for the divine work and righteous leadership of God, in addition 
to actual fellowship with Him which accompanies salvation, proves the 
relationship and therefore also salvation!2784 When the divine work of 
God (power of our faith) cannot be witnessed in an individual, even so 
after many years, then one of two things evidences the truth regarding 
the individual’s relationship with God.2785 

 
God has not actually begun a good work in the individual; therefore, 1.
no continuation of God’s divine work can continue, for it was never 
started! Many within this reality, may go to church all of their lives, 
and never actually come to knowledge of the truth; either pertaining 
to the spiritual relational reality which is foundational to the reality 
of God, or of the spiritual reality of their own existence. It is because 
of the prevalence of this reality that all are told to test, judge, and 
examine themselves righteously, for without prove of God’s 
presence, not even the individual knows for certain if they are a 
legitimate child of God! To cloud the reality of being separate from 
God, Satan influences individuals to be cowardice; in this they hide 
in the darkness, while claiming to be in the light, and therefore 
deceive themselves and others; with the exception of God who is 
never deceived, mocked or fooled!2786 Religion is a primary weapon 
utilized by Satan to obscure the reality of both these specifics (1 and 

2781 Romans 8:3-14; Philippians 1:6.
2782 1 Corinthians 3:1-23, specific vs. 10-17.
2783 Philippians 2:12, 13; James 4:3-10.
2784 Hebrews 5:11-6:9.
2785 2 Timothy 3:1-7, specific v. 5.
2786 John 3:16-21; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; 1 John 1:5-10; cf. Revelation 21:8.
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2), for religious individuals may believe themselves to be legitimate 
children of God, although the divine work of God cannot be 
witnessed; for within the darkness of Satan’s wiles and schemes, 
individuals cannot see clearly the reality of their own spiritual 
existence, which is compounded greatly when individuals refuse to 
investigate the truth pertaining to “self”! 

 
The individual, although saved by God’s grace (or not), reverted 2.
back to living for the flesh, and therefore returned to the coercion, 
enticements, influence, and sin foundational to the human sinful 
nature!2787 When this has occurred, which is actually quite prevalent 
upon the earth, only God Himself knows if the individual is saved, 
or not; when no evidence of God’s presence in the individual’s life 
can be witnessed by others with the passing of time. It should be 
understood, there is a huge difference between emotional puffing 
up foundational to religiosity, and spiritual growth which is a 
blessing solely from God; for when in darkness, individuals are 
incapable of distinguishing the difference, as the distinction is 
spiritually appraised, which only happens when in the light of truth 
within the reality of God!2788 

 
The immensity of the reality of God within a relationship with humans 
who devotionally discipline themselves to obey and follow the Lord by 
humble submission, can be realized within the fact that the Gospel stan-
dards and commandments set forth by the Lord, are brought unto 
righteous fruition by the Lord; for God Himself is the power of our 
faith for success and victory! The action of obedience by those who 
obey and follow the Lord, and submit so that God may both will and 
work for His own good pleasure, is the action of obedience unto the 
greatest commandment to love the Lord with: all of our heart, all of 
our soul, all of our strength, and all of our might; to submissively sur-
render unto the divine righteous work of God! Those who refuse 
devotional obedience, and those who never go beyond double-mind-
edness, will never know or realize the personal immensity of the reality 
of God; for they will choose to believe only according to selfish 

2787 Romans 7:15-25.
2788 1 John 2:3-11.
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ambition, and therefore will always remain spiritually stagnant during 
their corporeal existence! The wonderment of a life lived within the re-
ality of God, is the same wonderment of actually Christianity (being 
Christ-like); for the wonderment is in fact the divine work of God within 
the creatures created in Him image! The matter is simple, we can either 
live for “self” and suffer shipwreck regarding our faith, or we can live 
for and unto the Lord and be blessed for all eternity!2789 Although there 
are those who will be saved, although never receiving reward for service 
rendered unto God; there has been a remnant throughout history who 
rendered servitude unto God never seeking reward, for we consider 
God Himself to be the greatest blessing (reward) possible, as we are 
honored to serve (and suffer) within His righteousness and goodness 
in the light of truth! 

A LIFE ALOOF THE REALITY OF GOD 

A life aloof the reality of God, with the exception of John the Baptist, 
begins at birth.2790 A life aloof the reality of God may very well continue 
throughout an individual’s lifetime, if never instructed (or shown) the 
truth regarding the spiritual reality by a legitimate child of God; for the 
reality can never actually be taught or shown by someone who has never 
come to the spiritual relational reality themselves! Within this statement, 
it must be realized that Satan will do anything possible to lead individuals 
astray of the reality, by sending forth servants of darkness to deter, con-
fuse, or callous the individual by religious zealotry which is aloof spiritual 
knowledge. If the effect of Satan’s schemes causes enough spiritual dam-
age so that the individual adamantly turns away from God, then they 
will no longer be receptive to the Gospel truth and will therefore reject 
righteous instruction. If and when this occurs, only the divine work and 
drawing of God will be able to bring the individual to acceptance of 
truth and the spiritual relational reality; which of course is the imperative 
in all cases! The point to be made here is that a plethora of individuals 
cause harm by religious selfishness, foolishness, stupidity, and greed, 
which scatters others away from a spiritual reality with God; whereas a 
willingness to submit to the truth is tainted and obscured! Praise God 
that He looks to the core of individuals, and for the work that only He 

2789 Romans 8:28-39; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13; 1 Timothy 1:18, 19; James 1:25.
2790 Luke 1:13-16, specific v. 15.
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can accomplish! Shame on those who cause harm through the ignorance 
and zealotry of selfish ambitious religiosity!2791 

It does great harm to children when parents teach religiosity to their 
offspring; and further lead the children astray by actions (fruits) contrary 
to Biblical standards of righteousness; for children will generally seek 
to mimic the behavior of their parents, as they seek to learn by obser-
vation! Although legitimate children of God realize the imperative to 
deny “self” so as to follow the Lord’s masterful leadership upon the nar-
row path of His righteousness; illegitimate individuals (those aloof the 
reality of God) live for “self” and teach the same to their offspring! To 
emphasize emphatics upon “self” by celebration of—birthdays, is an ab-
surdity which teaches one’s child the importance of “self”; which 
outright denies the detriment regarding a relationship with God, which 
this practice brings forth; this generally beginning at age one. When 
“self” is allowed superiority on occasions, the very same foe (“self”) will 
seek the same forms of superior self-importance again and again; this 
leading the individual to place themselves in opposition to God, with 
nary a thought of the consequences! As “self” is the primary foe which 
has coerced multiple millions of individuals to never actually follow the 
Lord, to instruct one’s child emphasis upon “self” is not an act of love, 
but rather an act of disassociation away from a sound and righteous re-
lationship with God; for when “self” is allowed to be emphasized in a 
child, the outcome will always be the foolishness of stubborn adolescent 
pride! To rear a child in the ways of the Lord is foreign to those aloof 
the reality of God; for they believe they can maintain righteousness in 
the Lord (if religious), while yet living for the flesh, although this is a 
strong form (double-mindedness) of Satan’s delusive work!2792 The 
greatest problem with falling prey to a coercive emphasis of “self,” is 
that the coercive enticements will grow to abounding proportions; for 
“self” seeks to lead individuals throughout their lifetime, upon the broad 
path which leads to spiritual depravity and/or destruction! 

To live aloof the reality of God is to live without the power (God at 
work) for success and victory pertaining to a spiritual reality! The out-
come of being aloof the reality of God generally involves much 
deception in an individual’s life; for they will choose self-importance 

2791 Matthew 18:7.
2792 Romans 8:1-17, specifics vs. 5-8, 12-14; cf. Matthew 18:5-11; James 1:7, 8; 4:7-10.
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as precedent for existence, and make excuses (render lies) for having 
done so! Within the blinding effects (obscurity) of self-importance, in-
dividuals through carnality seek all that is of the world; while never 
seeking the goodness and righteousness of God, except through reli-
gious delusion! Within an endeavor of this type, individuals create a 
façade for themselves with the intentions of gaining advantage over 
others through deluded carnal effects; for their personal gains take 
precedence over the welfare and benefit of others, which in most cases 
leads to deceptions (both inward and outward) in attempts to hide the 
truth regarding their actual motivations and priorities which are always 
(somehow) self-centered! Although legitimate children of God deny 
“self” so as to actually follow the Lord to spiritual growth and strength; 
illegitimate children (those aloof the reality of God) live for “self,” as 
they easily fall prey to the guile of Satan that physical realm expansion 
is of the greatest importance! Those who are guilty of self-importance 
are easily known by God’s children who can spiritually appraise, for 
their professions and their behavior contradict each other; for they 
never realize that they will be truthfully known by their actions (fruits), 
not by their delusive words! 

Those who are aloof the reality of God participate in many unfruitful 
actions which are of the world, including religion (worthless elemental 
things—Galatians 4:9); which is quite contrary (opposed) to being 
within the spiritual relational reality; for “religion” is quite carnally su-
perficial regarding actual spirituality, whereas the spiritual relational 
reality is quite in-depth in all ways concerning our existence!2793 Within 
the religions of the world, including the Christian religion (not actual 
Christianity), emphasis is placed upon things which involve the flesh; 
for the flesh always holds desires to be involved, and possibly lead all 
endeavors of life, including worship (false) of God within the deceptive 
superficiality of religion; although that which is of the flesh cannot 
please God!2794 As religion is aloof the reality of God, so also are the 
precepts, traditions, doctrines, and philosophies of religion; for never 
is the reality of God taught, as He must be worshipped solely in spirit 
and in truth!2795 As long as individuals are held captive to religion, which 

2793 Matthew 13:7, 22; Mark 4:3-7, 14-19; cf. 2 Peter 1:2-11.
2794 Romans 8:6-8.
2795 John 4:20-24.
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remains aloof the reality of God and worshipping Him in spirit and in 
truth, the possibility of their coming to the spiritual relational reality is 
made void, through adherence to deceptive (false) ministries and reli-
gious practices!  

Throughout the known history of the world, different civilizations 
held their gods to be precedent and superior over the gods of other 
civilizations; this as creedal, kingdom, and country pride is easily in-
fluenced by Satan as a means of keeping them all aloof the reality of 
God, through opposition! The reality of useless creeds, as pertaining 
to the Christian religion (not truthful Christianity), is realized by the 
Nicene Creed which places emphasis upon believing in God as through 
philosophical doctrine!2796 This always happens when those aloof any 
spiritual reality by God’s divine work, attempt to explain bases of belief 
as through carnal intellectual prowess! In many cases of antiquity, the 
philosophical religious doctrines involved practices pertaining to fer-
tility and worship of the sun (Sol Invictus); these forms of worship 
were believed to bring forth longer warmer days and the fruits of the 
harvest! The Christian religion (not actual Christianity) is no different, 
through acts of worship which are foundational to fertility (Easter) and 
sun worship (Christmas); while having nothing whatsoever to do with 
the God of the Bible; these traditional practices being abominations 
unto the Lord, also entice the ultimate abomination of complacency, 
as multitudes look forward to the falsehoods for the purpose of religious 
self-satisfaction! To those who are aloof of the reality of God, it has 
always been believed that their specific god (or goddess) was superior 
to the gods and goddesses of other cultures or beliefs; which of course 
indicates the boastful pride of life and bigotry; which when adhered 
to holds those of false beliefs captive to the wiles and guile of Satan!2797 
Within the Christian religion (not actual Christianity) the dates per-
taining to these false worldly forms of worship were incorporated from 
other pagan beliefs to ease the transition of pagans to the Christian 
religion; and this in complete defiance of the truth which is actual 
Christianity, for the precedent involved numbers of new converts, 
which showed a complete denial of the absolute holiness and right-
eousness of God, and sanctity of truth! As the truth can never be 

2796 Colossians 2:8-10.
2797 1 John 2:15-17; cf. 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
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changed, lest it be coerced to become part of a deception, the actions 
to gain converts were solely of selfish religious pride, arrogance, and 
greed; which are intentionally fulfilled abominations to God! The 
greatest abomination being the smugness (complacency) within the 
actions, with nary a thought of devotion or reverence for God; for re-
ligious individuals do not actually concern themselves with being 
pleasing to God, but rather maintain concern to continue the false-
hoods of which they have become accustomed in their flesh!2798 The 
greatest abomination of complacency (too light a thing—Ezekiel 8:17) 
proves the complete lack of respect and devotion for God within false 
worship, even so in church settings; for complacency (smugness) is 
foundational to self-satisfaction, which holds no consideration for God 
beyond attempts to attach Him to falsehood! The Lord God is abso-
lutely holy, righteous, and the essence of truth; therefore, He must be 
treated with absolute reverence, of which false worship has no concern 
whatsoever! For information sake, Tammuz (8:14) is pertaining to fer-
tility, and eastward prostration is of sun worship; these actions being 
performed in a place of worship supposedly for God! Please note in 
verse seventeen, that those participating in false worship are putting a 
twig to their own noses; which indicates that they are preparing them-
selves for bondage unto Satan’s schemes, as he holds the tether which 
connects to the twig so as to lead them into religious bondage away 
from the reality of God! These specifics have been of mention, so that 
further understanding may come forth as to why only a remnant of 
the masses of individuals who claim to be believers in God will actually 
be saved; as the masses have placed themselves into potential bondage 
by deceptive religious practices; whereas the remnant remains aloof 
all deception, as we remain founded upon the Lord (Rock of our sal-
vation) in the light of truth!2799 As aforementioned, ignorance will not 
be an excuse when each of us renders accountability unto the Lord for 
our deeds while in our corporeal bodies; for the Gospel is the standard 
by which we will all give account, thus it should be the moral and spir-
itual basis by which we live our lives!2800 If individuals do not investigate 
the truth pertaining to the beliefs, traditions, doctrines, philosophies, 

2798 Ezekiel 8:1-18.
2799 1 John 1:5-10.
2800 John 12:46-50; cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-12; 1 Peter 5:7-19.
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and precepts which they follow regarding matters pertaining to the 
Lord God of all creation, and by un-righteous actions attempt to attach 
God to falsehoods which is the work of the devil; is it really any wonder 
why their complacency (smugness; self-satisfaction) in doing so is con-
sidered the epitome of abomination unto the Lord! All those who are 
guilty of such rude, crude, and un-righteous actions unto the Lord, do 
in fact put the twig for religious bondage tethering to their own noses; 
therefore, they intentionally place themselves aloof the reality of God, 
and therefore aloof the Lord’s blessings, which include: strength, mas-
terful leadership, convincing, convictions, deliverance, spiritual 
successes and victory! Ignorance is not an excuse, but rather an attempt 
to evade responsibility by attempts to evade truth, reality, or both! 
Those who are guilty of complacency within the “ignorance is bliss” 
mentality of the world are truthfully held captive by Satan to do his 
will; which stipulates that individuals both deceive self and others, and 
remain deceived to continue falsehoods! 

Those who are aloof the reality of God, place as existence precedent 
the ways and things of the world, and the wellbeing of the flesh! Placing 
as precedent the ways and things of the world and the welfare of the 
flesh, directly indicates placing highest priority upon all that ends in 
death at the grave; with no evidence of consideration pertaining to re-
sponsibilities regarding what comes after! This is part of the reason 
why those aloof the reality of God constantly place focus backwards, 
in the form of traditional celebrations of rote, and mournful remem-
brance of past deaths and depravity; for there is no certainty as to the 
future!2801 This reality is demonstrated by the belief of multitudes that 
God will save everyone; regardless of all circumstances! Although those 
within the reality of God focus upon Jesus, who is the author and per-
fecter of our faith, and thereby also unto the joy of eternity in the 
brilliantly lit righteous kingdom of God, which allows us true hope and 
strength; those who are aloof the reality of God focus upon themselves 
with only a notion of conceptual false hope pertaining to the reality 
which comes after death and a grave.2802 Within the false hopes foun-
dational to religious beliefs abounding with lacking devotion and 
irreverence for God, as the foundational basis and focus of false beliefs 

2801 1 Thessalonians 4:13.
2802 Revelation 21:23-22:5.
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and hope remain upon all that is of the physical realm (world, rituals, 
traditions, philosophies, precepts, dates, numbers, congregational fi-
nancial status, etc.), those aloof the reality of God place emphasis of 
existence upon: self-importance, self-gratification, self-satisfaction, and 
overall wellbeing of “self”; with nary a thought or notion of the nec-
essary spiritual imperative in order to be saved! 

Those who are aloof the reality of God remain extremely earthy; 
for they indulge frequently in: religious practices, worldly and empty 
chatter (chitchat; confabulation), gossip, being busybodies, seeking pur-
pose in the uncertainty of riches, seeking of comfort, endeavoring 
toward prestige and superiority, etc.2803 Being complacent when aloof 
the reality of God is extremely dangerous; for within smugness of the 
flesh comes absolute spiritual depravity, for they will always seek answers 
and successes for and through “self,” which allows arrogance to abound 
to extremes! It is one thing to respect one’s body as by the purposeful 
creation of it by the Lord, it is something else entirely to believe one’s 
own body to be the primary reason for existence! Those who remain 
seeking purpose within “self” (habitually) are guilty of the same form 
of prideful sin which caused Satan’s fall from heaven; for they by their 
intentions and actions seek ultimate superiority of existence, with no 
consideration or concern regarding the consequences to others or a 
righteous relationship with God! 

The primary fleshly basis regarding the failures of being aloof the 
reality of God, remain foundational to complacency and conceit; both 
remaining foundational to foolish adolescent pride and the arrogance 
which always follows in close proximity! It is due to the carnal (foolish 
adolescent and superficially boastful) pride of which God is opposed, 
that the ultimate abomination unto God occurs; which is complacency 
(too light a thing—Ezekiel 8:17) within one’s own demeanor, which 
lashes out into every other aspect of one’s existence, including their 
(supposed) relationship with God; for they take everything for granted, 
including the grace of God, while never growing beyond superficiality 
regarding their own duties and responsibilities which show actual sin-
cere concern for others! The mentality of multitudes is one of denial 
regarding their own frailties and faults; they quickly criticize others 
for every little bit of fault or frailty, while adamantly denying their 

2803 Romans 1:20-32; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
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own weaknesses, faults and frailties. This is easily witnessed by blatant 
denial of one’s own culpability in wrongdoing, while simultaneously 
seeking to place the blame of culpability upon everyone else. It is an 
unfortunate fact that millions of individuals will not inherit God’s king-
dom because of cowardice pertaining to examining, testing, and judging 
oneself righteously; for in failing to do so, they refuse to look at the 
reality of their own existence, while seeking responsibility to always 
be elsewhere! 

Although all individuals have frailties, and guilt regarding inappro-
priate behavior, myself included; the fact remains that in the Lord we 
can have our unrighteousness replaced by His righteousness, if and 
when we will humbly submit to follow Him, trusting Him in all things; 
rather than always seeking to lead while wandering in darkness!2804 
The numbers of those who do not truly trust the Lord is plethora, 
whereas the number of those who do actually trust the Lord is few; for 
the former have never grown (matured) enough to cease trusting in 
“self,” whereas the latter have realized the spiritual detriment and de-
gradation which follows trusting “self,” and have therefore ceased, so 
as to fully trust the Lord and thereby find rest and security in Him.2805 
The cowardice of multitudes comes as they hate the light of truth re-
garding their own existence, lest their deeds be laid open to scrutiny; 
which has actually already occurred, for the Lord God knows every-
thing about each of us; thus the cowardice is foundational to failure in 
examining oneself rightly in the light of truth, which is reality! It is 
terrible how multitudes are only concerned about what those closest 
to them may think; whereas very few face the fact of God’s knowledge 
of all things, including who we are in and of ourselves, and who we 
could become if only we would allow the wonderful and righteous di-
vine work of God to take us forth unto His upward call in Christ 
Jesus!2806 All who insistently run from the truth of their own behavior 
(demeanor; character) run directly into the wiles of the Great Deceiver 
(Satan); then when trouble arises, they seek to place blame elsewhere 
as an action of denial pertaining to their own involvement and respon-
sibilities! Those who are external of the reality of God should seek and 

2804 Romans 1:17-19; 3:21-26; 10:1-3; cf. John 3:16-21; 8:12; 12:35, 36, 46; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-21.

2805 Romans 9:23-29; Hebrews 4:1-10.
2806 Philippians 3:7-14.
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openly accept the truth about themselves; for it is then, and only then, 
that the individuals will accept the imperatives of devotion, humility, 
and obedience unto the Lord necessary in order to be saved, and led 
to a spiritually prosperous existence! 
 
Personal Note: Very few of the many students I have had, ever en-
deavored to actually deny “self” so as to follow the Lord! Among the 
few who did deny “self” to follow the Lord, only a remnant maintained 
the denial so as to follow the Lord consistently! The exact same foe 
foundational to the flesh caused the downfall of the majority, as once 
again becoming prideful; they once again began to trust in “self,” count-
ing the successes derived from God’s work, as being personal 
accomplishments. God warned us of His disapproval regarding the 
“proud” for a very good and righteous reason; yet as with most instruc-
tion from the Lord, the abomination of complacency within 
self-importance has deterred the many away from the beauty, goodness, 
and righteousness of God’s masterful leadership and embrace! Although 
it is truly a blessing to abandon one’s “self” (personal volitional leader-
ship) before God’s throne of grace, only a remnant (few) devotionally 
perform the task with certainty foundational to humble devotion and 
reverence unto God! Those who refuse the imperatives of humility, de-
votion and reverence for God always do so for the very same reason, 
which is prideful failure to love the Lord accordant to the reality of His: 
immensity, holiness, righteousness, and absolute purity! The reality of 
God is far beyond our comprehension; therefore, the imperative remains 
acceptance of the reality of God and the necessity of His divine work 
accordant to devotional faith, without attempts to explain, determine, 
or intellectualize the reality! God is astoundingly awesome all the time; 
are we mature enough to accept this fact, or are we too full of ourselves 
so as to deny devotional acceptance of the beauty and goodness of the 
Lord, while rendering sincere thanksgiving unto the One who is worthy 
to be praised! As the Lord rendered instructions unto us which are for 
our betterment now and forever, are we mature enough to learn and 
adhere to the instructions; or are we too full of ourselves, that we believe 
we have no necessity of instruction from our Creator? Personally I can 
attest to the necessity to both learn and adhere to the instructions from 
the Lord, for by His grace, learning and adherence leads to the blessing 
of overall spiritual growth which is achieved solely in the Lord!  
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THE REALITY OF GOD SUMMATION 

All that is of the physical realm, including our physical bodies, the world 
and all that is of the world, are inherent of one another. All that is of 
the earth is within Satan’s jurisdictional control, with the authority of 
God due to the initial sin of humankind (Adam) in the Garden of Eden. 
As a note of importance, Eve was deceived by the serpent (Satan) to 
commit sin, whereas Adam was not deceived, but rather intentionally 
sinned to appease his wife.2807 Most all that is of the physical realm upon 
the earth (including religions) can therefore be utilized by Satan to stay 
those created in God’s image (spiritually; human beings) from the spir-
itual reality which is necessary in order to be saved and led by God. As 
“self” is inherent to the physical realm, it also is susceptible to the ju-
risdictional control of Satan (and demons), and can therefore be 
influenced, enticed, and coerced away from any spiritual reality. Because 
the only victory over the flesh (including death) and world is contingent 
upon a spiritual reality, which begins and ends with the reality of God’s 
divine work and intentions, any endeavor toward eternal victory must 
be foundational to the reality of God which is realized solely in what 
God has done for human beings; which is the reality of the Lord Jesus; 
for the Messiah of Old Testament promise was manifest in the New 
Testament reality of the Christ (Immanuel; glory of Christ)! 

Because “self” is the primary foe which must be contended with 
throughout a person’s lifetime, the answer pertaining to the conquering 
of the wretchedness of “self” remains battling the foe from within the 
spiritual reality; which of course involves the Holy Spirit, as the Holy 
Spirit and the flesh are in opposition to one another!2808 The foe which 
is “self” is accordant to the masterful design of God, for He also ren-
dered the blessing of a measure of faith; this as through the kind 
intention of God’s will, He has allowed the potential victory from the 
very beginning of our corporeal existence, if only we are willing to 
deny the wretchedness so as to lay hold of God’s righteous divine work! 
The matter is complicated throughout an individual’s lifetime, each 
and every time submission is rendered unto “self” rather than unto the 
Lord! It is for this factual reason that all potential victory is rejected 

2807 Genesis 3:13-24, specific vs. 13, 17; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:22; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 
1 Timothy 2:14.

2808 Galatians 5:17.
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without a willingness to deny “self”; for without a willingness to deny 
personal corporeal volition (“self”), there remains no willingness to go 
beyond the physical realm unto the spiritual reality, by which we gain: 
adoption, justification, definitive and progressive sanctification, nur-
turing, strength, guidance, correction, answers, and spiritual successes; 
unto victory! 

Within the reality of God’s drawing individuals to acceptance of 
truth, which is acceptance of the sacrificial atonement of Christ by sub-
mission unto the reality and authority of God, is found the initial first 
step to victory; for God in His drawing of individuals divinely allows 
the blessing of going beyond the flesh unto the spiritual reality! 
Without acceptance of what God has, and may continue to do through 
the victorious process, there remains only potential which ends at 
death! The wonderment is that God divinely prepares and carries forth 
a spiritual reality; whereas only spiritual detriment and possible defeat 
awaits those who refuse to accept and adhere to the truth of the reality 
of God! Although many will be saved by the divine work of God, the 
fact remains that by the enticement, influence, and coercion of both 
Satan (plus demons) and “self,” many will return to a life of carnality; 
as “self” (self-importance) will not allow them to submit unto God for 
continued spiritual growth and success, for they volitionally refuse to 
submit unto the authority of God for further spiritual progress, as they 
have allowed themselves in accordance to adolescent stubborn and 
competitive pride to be taken captive to the wiles and schemes of Satan 
by something within his jurisdictional control.2809 The true key to avoid 
returning to carnal obscurity and disobedience, remains the light of 
truth which is foundational to the reality of God; for the only strength 
for success and inevitable victory remains the strength of God’s right-
eous might, which is only rendered and received though selfless 
devotional submission unto the masterful design and intentions of the 
Potter (God)!2810 By the grace of the Lord, the potential exists for spir-
itual victory over all that is of the physical realm, including the 
wretchedness of “self”; acceptance of which remains a matter of per-
sonal choice. 

2809 1 Corinthians 3:1-20.
2810 Isaiah 29:13-16; 45:9-12; Jeremiah 18:1-10; cf. John 8:12; 12: 35, 36, 46-48; 

Romans 9:19-29; 1 John 1:5-10; Romans 13:11-14; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; Colossians 1:9-14; 
1 Peter 2:7-10.
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When individuals stray aloof the wonderment of God’s divine work 
because of self-importance, the only potential remaining characteristics 
are inherent to the flesh which cannot please God; therefore, endeavors 
which attempt to serve God will be without the Lord’s masterful lead-
ership and righteousness, and thus incapable of success to gather others 
unto the reality of the Christ, rather instead causing a scattering effect 
away from the spiritual reality necessary for reception of the truth.2811 
As aforementioned regarding the epics foundational to carnal zealotry, 
in most cases the scientific and religious investigations cause a scattering 
effect; when within the endeavors the focus does not emphasize the re-
ality of God. There are a few scientists who emphasize the reality of 
intelligent design within their investigations and research, many times 
coming to realize the reality of God within their endeavors; which can 
cause a gathering effect unto Christ, as the individuals are led by God’s 
work pertaining to reality! When carbon dating to ascertain approximate 
dates of antiquity regarding fossils, were factors such as the immense 
weight of billions of gallons of water (Noah’s deluge) taken into account, 
or were the investigations strictly accordant to human reason; which 
can remain entirely aloof historical specifics! When the religious zealots 
rendered insistence that all must believe that God created the entire 
universe several thousand years ago, just prior to the Lord’s creation of 
human beings, they obviously did not take into account that the light 
from the stars of other galaxies can be seen from the earth; which took 
thousands (if not millions) of years at the speed of light (299,792,458 
meters per second; approximately 186,000 miles per second) to reach 
the earth so as to be witnessed. Anthropocentricism has been a problem 
foundational to the pride and arrogance of humankind throughout his-
tory! The purpose of scientific and religious endeavor can either be in 
context of reality or entirely aloof reality; depending upon the motives 
of the individuals; therefore, great care must be taken when choosing 
what to believe as to the outcome of the investigation, for false beliefs 
and choices can easily lead astray of reality.  

An emphasis of the reality of God and how He has allowed in-depth 
appropriate investigations even so within creation and history can be 
witnessed when the reality of God is not intentionally denied; for within 
the fact that God loves us, He has rendered prove of His presence both 

2811 Luke 11:23-26.
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in creation and rendered Biblical history. Two books which emphasize 
this fact are The Privileged Planet; Guillermo Gonzalez and Jay W. 
Richards; Regnery Publishing, Inc., 2004 / The Bible as History; 
Werner Keller; Bantam Book Published by arrangement with William 
Morrow and Company, Inc.; 1981. These two books, which are terrific, 
are rendered as examples. When the reality of God is realized, accepted, 
and not denied, endeavors (including investigative) will generally hold 
an element of success within certainty, which is why we must “in all 
our ways acknowledge Him”; lest our endeavors remain of earthy self-
importance, which never holds a certainty of success when aloof the 
Lord’s masterful guidance!2812  

In the second century A.D., servants of the devil entered into the 
beauty of actual Christianity, to coerce and defile the wonderment of 
spiritual truth, regarding the reality of God.2813 By the third century 
A.D., the teachings of the revised Babylonian Mysteries Religion priest-
hood (Papal Roman Catholicism), was being tolerated, which directly 
demonstrates how condoning of falsehood leads to tolerance of the de-
lusive work of Satan.2814 By the fourth century A.D., the falsehoods 
(delusive religion) foundational to the scheme of Satan was not only 
tolerated, but also openly and blatantly accepted; which demonstrates 
how easily the devil takes human beings captive to do his will (deceive 
and be deceived), when within human complacency the darkness of de-
ceit is openly tolerated, condoned, and accepted by those who (for any 
reason) choose to wander in darkness; this as self-importance, self-sat-
isfaction, and a lack of self-criticism and discipline leads to carnal failure 
to love the Lord (in reality) and thereby investigate the truth, so as to 
walk in the light of truth, which is necessary in order to accept the reality 
of God! Through the coercive effects of religious deception, the spiritual 
relational reality was outright denied (except by the remnant), and re-
placed with ritualistic and doctrinal religion which emulated the 
Levitical priesthood (physical realm religion); for within this, the reality 
of God was refused by multitudes (which continues to this day), as rit-
ualistic and doctrinal religion which appeases the flesh within delusion, 
led them astray of the truth, and thereby aloof the spiritual reality nec-

2812 Proverbs 3:5, 6.
2813 Revelation 2:12-17.
2814 Revelation 2:18-29; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 13-15.
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essary in order to be saved! Within the power of Satan’s deceptive 
scheming, even the darkness of a vicarious substitute for God in the 
form of a human being (Pope) has been fully tolerated and accepted; 
which outright denies and rejects the reality of God! This entire travesty 
began even before the end of the first century A.D., because of fear in 
the flesh when individuals fail to love and trust God within the spiritual 
reality; which is foundational to failure in sincerely and devotionally 
loving the Lord within the reality of God; as God’s selfless, sacrificial 
and unconditional love when rendered and received casts out fear foun-
dational to the flesh!2815 Two notes of importance: 
 

Regarding the continuation of the religious deception; it was the 1.
revised priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion (Roman 
Catholicism) that instituted the darkness of the Christian religion’s 
(not actual Christianity) deceptive traditions of rote which continue 
to this day, in efforts to ease conversion of pagans from other religions 
to the Christian religion. This terribly obscured the light of truth, by 
instigated, influenced, and practiced religiosity of darkness! 

 
Loving God within the spiritual relational reality is a matter of ab-2.
solute sincerity and devotion which accepts the reality of God! 
Acceptance of the reality of God is foundational to both spirit and 
truth; for all that is of the spiritual relational reality is completely 
separate from the vanity which is of the flesh, which includes de-
luding and delusive words and practices which remain devoid of the 
devotional spiritual reality!2816 God knows each of us to the very 
core of motive and intent, and therefore knows us better than we 
know ourselves, when we are aloof His masterful embrace and right-
eous leadership! The vanity of words and practices only deludes the 
individual and possibly others; never is God mocked or fooled!2817 
Within the religious depravity of denying the reality of God, the 
superficiality of the flesh has led multitudes to delude themselves 
into believing falsehoods according to the schemes of the devil, 
which includes believing their own delusive professions of faith; yet 

2815 Revelation 2:8-11; cf. 1 John 4:1-19, specifics vs. 18, 19.
2816 John 4:20-24; 14:15-17; 15:26, 27; 16:13-15; Romans 12:1-3; cf. 1 John 4:1-6.
2817 Galatians 6:7, 8; cf. Ecclesiastes 5:2, 3.
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within the spiritual relational reality, when God is loved first and 
foremost, the vanity and delusive ways of the flesh are removed by 
God’s grace, so that the reality of salvation is realized and brought 
to righteous fruition! The religions of the world will save no one; 
this includes the deceptive Christian religion (not actual 
Christianity)! For more information regarding “religion” please ref-
erence chapter eight. 

 
The point to be made is that we must acknowledge and love the Lord, 
without attempts to deny the obvious, if we are to succeed unto spiritual 
victory; the only victory being by faith in what God has and may con-
tinue to do for us, for all else is distraction and delusive! As is revealed 
in the Scriptures, someday when we by God’s grace have knowledge of 
all things, we will come to understand many facets of creation of which 
we now can only speculate.2818 What is the purpose in seeking those 
things which cannot now be realized except through righteous devo-
tional investigation, when the reality of all things will come to those 
who have waited patiently upon the Lord; trusting Him fully! Within 
the reality and wonderment of God’s creation, the beauty, immensity, 
and precision of God’s design is plainly witnessed; therefore, there is 
no such thing as “atheists”; rather only the reality of the obscurity which 
comes forth when the natures of self and carnality are allowed to mislead 
unto disbelief and wretchedness, upon the broad path which leads to 
spiritual destruction!2819  

God factually exists and seeks to bless His creation; are we appre-
ciative of all that God has done for us, or are we too abounding with 
“self” to ever realize the immensity of God in reality! Our appreciation 
can motivate us to seek God further by disciplined devotional submis-
sion, or our lack of appreciation can hold us in bondage to continued 
blatant carnality and denial of truth; the former leads us to blessings in 
faith-based reality, whereas the latter cannot! The choice rests with each 
of us individually, for nothing can lead to the reality of God except for 
God Himself; thus it is prudent that each human devotionally and 
humbly submit unto God, so that the reality of God may abound unto 

2818 1 Corinthians 13:9-12; 1 John 3:1-3.
2819 Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 3:1-9; 2 Corinthians 3:10-18; cf. Colossians 2:18-

23; Matthew 7:13-27.

Truth and the Spiritual Relational Reality1042



an eternal reality, that does not involve judgment foundational to the 
foolishness and complacent stupidity of the flesh, and the deceptive 
scheming of Satan! 
 
Imperative Note: It must be understood that “religion” is a basis by 
which faith and focus is misguided as by misdirection; which is the 
scheme of Satan within utilizing “religion” as a primary basis to deceive 
the whole world (minus a remnant)!2820 Anytime the teachings of reli-
gion vary from the strict standards rendered in the Gospel, misdirection 
has been rendered, which when followed as by adherence leads to a mis-
guided journey when attempting to find Jesus within the seeking of 
truth (He is the Way, and the truth, and the life)!2821 Individuals are led 
by the Lord upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness which is the 
“Way,” taken divinely unto “life” indeed which is “life” eternal; yet it is 
the responsibility of the individual to seek the “truth” (reality of the 
Christ; glory of Christ) within the Gospel of God’s inspiration and 
through spiritual mindedness; which is the investigative endeavor by 
which God witnesses a spark for devotion unto Him!2822 This reality 
can never occur while individuals focus upon the flesh and those things 
which are of the world (carnal mindedness); for that which is of the 
flesh and world, and that which is of the Spirit are in opposition one to 
the other!2823 

Please understand, although I abhor religion, especially Catholicism 
which is the primary religion which has turned billions away from God 
and the spiritual relational reality, which is actual Christianity; I yet love 
the individuals who have allowed themselves to be misguided through 
the following of religious specifics which misdirect away from righteous 
devotional intimacy with God, which remains the primary imperative 
of the spiritual relational reality; for righteous motivation within devo-
tional intimacy with God is discouraged and many times lost entirely! 
Within the book, much accurate information has been rendered per-
taining to the revised priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion 

2820 Revelation 12:9.
2821 John 14:4-14, specific v. 6.
2822 John 8:31-36; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Timothy 2:14-19, specific v. 15; 3:13-17, 

specific vs. 16, 17.
2823 Galatians 5:16-26; Hebrews 12:1-11, specific vs. 1-3; James 4:4-10; 1 John 2:12-17, 

specific vs. 15-17.
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(Roman Catholicism); for this specific revised religion is the specific 
which instigated and influenced the blatant harlotry and misdirection 
which brought forth the deceptive—Christian Religion. With under-
standing that “religion” is the primary means by which Satan deceives 
the whole world, with the exception of a remnant who maintains right-
eous motivation and devotional intimacy with Jesus within immovable 
adherence to the “truth,” it can then be understood why misdirection 
is a primary tool utilized by those who are aloof the reality of God; for 
Satan’s deceptive intention is that individuals remain misguided until it 
is too late for God to begin and continue the good work of which He 
alone (the Lord) is capable.2824 The primary avenue to God’s divine work 
by which individuals are saved and led righteously is the avenue in seek-
ing truth in pure form; thus the seeking of truth without variation; which 
will never be accomplished through religions, as seeking truth in pure 
form is seeking the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) in the light of 
truth; without compromise, variation, excuse or exception!2825  

For salvation to occur the Lord must reveal Himself to individuals; 
which is the reality which will never be taught within “religion”! The 
reality of God is manifested within individuals by His indwelling, which 
can never be mimicked or emulated; for God’s manifest presence alone 
displaces the influence and coercion which the sinful nature (“self”) en-
tices, and therefore brings forth motivational conviction to adhere to 
truth at all times, which rejects any form of falsehood (deception; de-
luding) so as to continually follow the Lord’s masterful leadership 
devotionally!2826 God’s indwelling begins the good work of which God 
alone is capable, with continuation of the good work and displacement 
of the ways of the sinful nature, occurring during times of devotional 
reverent fear and submission unto the Lord; which is hindered and 
many times stopped entirely, once individuals return to carnal mind-
edness, which entices both withdrawal of devotion and continuation of 
humble acquiescence! This truth cannot be denied, lest continuation 
within seeking God in the flesh, lead to a deluded fantasy relationship; 
which will always remain devoid of the truth (reality of God)! Without 
willingness to deny “self” there can be no humble acquiescence unto 

2824 Philippians 1:6, 2:12, 13.
2825 John 14:15-18; 15:24-27; 16:12-15; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; 1 John 4:1-6.
2826 Romans 7:15-25; 8:1-17, specific v. 14; John 15:1-17.
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God; without humble acquiescence unto God there can be no sincere 
devotion; for the volition of the sinful nature will never cease influence 
and coercion attempts, which maintains bondage within the confusion 
and obscurity in fleshly attempts to find and love the Lord (who is 
Spirit); which is the primary basis of “religion” within the schemes of 
the devil (physical realm carnality)!2827 

Within the revised priesthood of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion 
(servants of darkness) every avenue away from the light of truth is re-
peatedly influenced!2828 The means, by which this is accomplished, is by 
misguiding all within the religion to stay focus away from God, thereby 
staying them from any intimacy with the righteous author and perfecter 
of faith (Jesus).2829 Only God can forgive sins, as all sin is directed unto 
God; for He alone is absolutely holy and righteous; yet the revised priest-
hood through the deception of having God’s authority on earth, insists 
that confession of sin stop and rest upon them, so that multitudes never 
actually go beyond to the One (Lord) who can actually forgive the 
sins!2830 When sin remains, even within the harboring of sin within one’s 
thoughts, intentions or motives; all prayer potential becomes void, for 
God chooses not to hear what is said; this with the exception of actual 
humble and contrite confession of wrongdoing, from a heart of absolute 
mourning for one’s own dreadful behavior; which is accomplished only 
in the light of truth and the seeking of one’s Creator!2831 

In addition, the “masse” (mass) is a daily continual offering of the 
savior pertinent to Catholicism (not Jesus) for the sins of the world, 
although the actual Lord and Savior of the Bible (Jesus) died once for 
all; thus the revised priesthood has misdirected away from the God of 
the Bible, so as to demand focus upon themselves (priesthood). As “re-
ligion” is a pathetic physical realm (fleshly) superficial mimic of an 
intimate devotional spiritual relationship, individuals who remain mis-
guided continually skim atop the reality of God and actual sincere 
devotion; therefore never achieving the immense depth of the rela-
tionship which is necessary in order to be divinely saved from the wages 
of sin, and led forth unto the eternal reality! Most individuals within 

2827 1 Peter 5:1-11.
2828 2 Corinthians 11:1-3, 13-15.
2829 Hebrews 12:1-3.
2830 Mark 2:5-7; Luke 5:20-24; cf. Genesis 39:7-9.
2831 Psalm 66:18, 19; Isaiah 29:13-16; 59:1, 2; 1 John 1:5-10.
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this form of deceptive religion never actually understand the delusive 
essence of the religion; for they have remained fearful of excommuni-
cation and possible ejection away from salvation, as the revised 
priesthood claims authority to revoke salvation! This delusive religion 
is one of intimidation leading to fear; which never includes reverent 
fear of the Lord!2832 

The fact that “religion” (one) designated by God (Levitical Law) 
had righteous purpose in pointing to the coming Messiah (fulfillment 
in Christ), all other religions have always remained void of truth; and 
with the coming of the Messiah (Christ), even the chosen religion of 
God (Levitical Law) became null and void, as the imperative became 
one of “faith”; completely aloof any and all physical realm worship 
attempts or stratagems! Therefore, all physical realm religion since 
the earthly fulfilled ministry of the Christ is futile and worthless; for 
all “religious” endeavors yet skim atop the reality of God and of the 
Christ (glory of Christ), and thus maintain misdirection away from 
the depth of the spiritual reality!2833 Within the revised priesthood 
(Babylonian Mysteries; Roman Catholicism), a mimic of the Levitical 
Priesthood is endeavored; with incense, priestly attire, holy water 
which replaced anointing oil, and intercession for the followers; yet 
the fact remains that all this is a futile mimic of what was, which holds 
no pertinence to what is and what is yet to come!2834 Within all this 
jargon, there is complete denial as by avoidance (misdirection) that 
Jesus (God) and the Holy Spirit (God) is the only intercessor between 
human beings and God; as the Lord (God) actually intercedes for us 
in matters which are far too in-depth for us to understand and fulfill; 
as this is but one of the many blessings from God in accordance to 
the kind intention of His will which He performs for us within the 
extremely righteous and intimate relationship (spiritual relational re-
ality) by which we are: prepared, drawn, taught, led forth, and 
saved!2835 Additionally, as if instigation and influence to focus upon 
the earthly priesthood was not enough misdirection leading to indi-
viduals being misguided; the revised priesthood also instigates and 
influences prayer to: angels, dead human beings (Mary, saints, etc.); 

2832 Matthew 10:22-28.
2833 Matthew 27:50-54, specific vs. 50, 51.
2834 Philippians 3:1-14.
2835 Romans 8:14, 26-34; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6; John 6:44-65; 14:6, 7.
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pretty much prayer to everyone and everything other than the Lord 
God of the Bible! Pope Pius XII proclaimed the assumption of the 
Virgin Mary occurred, and this in A.D. 1950; can it be supposed that 
if there was any truth to Mary’s assumption, it would have been known 
much sooner in church history! The foolishness continues as the re-
vised priesthood declares—Mary always virgin; yet the Gospel 
indicates the brothers of the Lord, which proves Biblical wisdom that 
husband and wife must never deprive each other of sexual relations 
within marriage, except for a decided upon time period so that both 
may draw closer to the Lord; lest they fall into temptation!2836 Had 
Mary remained always virgin, she would have been causing deprivation 
toward her husband; and as Mary was a righteous servant of the Lord, 
and therefore capable of great devotion, the possibility of this occur-
ring is completely nonexistent; for Joseph had shown Mary great 
loving respect, thus Mary would have done the same for Joseph! 

In addition, the revised priesthood understands nothing of a spiritual 
nature; which explains their attempts at explanation of the reality of the 
Christ, through such foolishness as Transubstantiation, and how the 
wafer and wine actually become the body and blood of Jesus during 
communion. In John chapter six, Biblical explanation is rendered re-
garding the reality of the Christ (as is possible to the flesh), of which 
the revised priesthood proclaimed doctrine which attempts a physical 
realm explanation of a spiritual reality; which falls far short of any reality 
pertaining to the glory of Christ, which also remains a sham of a mimic 
in any regard; for the flesh cannot understand complete acceptance of 
the reality of the Christ, as it is not capable of doing so!2837 The Biblical 
rendering in chapter six makes emphasis upon the divine work of God 
necessary in order to come to the reality of the Christ, which is infor-
mation which is a teaching of God pertaining to the spiritual reality of 
the Christ; this spiritual reality being rendered unto individuals by God 
during His drawing process! The point to be made is this, without the 
divine work of God, which includes righteous activation of an individ-
ual’s measure of faith during the preparatory and drawing process, 
individuals will never achieve capability to come to the spiritual rela-
tional reality within which we are sealed, led, and saved hence! All that 

2836 Mark 3:32-35; 1 Corinthians 7:1-6.
2837 John 6:44-67.
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can occur without the divine work of God is physical realm mimics 
and/or emulation which remain aloof of reality, which entrap and hold 
captive all who never humbly acquiesce unto God for His good work 
to start and continue; therefore, individuals are never taken to the spir-
itual reality, as they remain captive to carnal false beliefs and worship 
attempting by emulation to mimic what they are incapable of under-
standing; as they remain fleshly and focused upon all that is of Satan’s 
influence in the physical realm! This is the reason that multitudes 
throughout history although claiming to know and love God, have never 
come to actual devotion or a spiritual reality, as the “flesh” and the 
“Spirit” are diametrically opposed one to the other! Actual “devotion” 
for God is foundational to God’s fruits manifest unto fruition; which 
can only be falsely emulated or mimicked in the flesh, along with every 
other spiritual reality! 

In addition, the revised priesthood states that the grace which is re-
alized and fulfilled by Jesus is also (more so) available through Mary; 
although she has been long past dead! The revised priesthood also states 
that Jesus (prior to birth) had to ask and receive permission from Mary 
for her to give birth to Him; thus as can be witnessed, Jesus according 
to their teaching is subordinate to Mary, which gave rise to Mary being 
the queen of heaven, which was to replace the Babylonian Mysteries 
queen of heaven (Ishtar). Mary (a physically dead person) is proclaimed 
as the primary focus of worship within this terribly deceptive form or 
religion; which has nothing whatsoever to do with the God of the Bible; 
within this foolishness, it is yet Ishtar (Babylonian queen of heaven) 
who is actually worshipped, just under a different name (Mary)!  

Within the aforementioned delusive instigated and influenced mis-
directing by the revised priesthood, and the fact that multiple millions 
of individuals have never gone beyond the deceptions so as to actually 
know of the reality of God, by God’s indwelling; it becomes evident 
how easily human beings are led astray of the reality of God and of the 
Christ, though religious teachings which are never tested according to 
Biblical truth and standards! It is complete absurdity to adhere to and 
trust a religion for one’s salvation, without ever investigating the origins 
and principles of the religion being trusted; for “eternity” is a very long 
time to regret laziness within complacent carnal religiosity! There is 
salvation only through the divine work of the God of the entire universe, 
which is not according to the proclamations of religion; for variations 
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from the truth leads only to delusive beliefs and worship, which unfor-
tunately is the form of bondage which has held and yet holds billions 
of individuals captive away from the Truth (glory of Christ) by which 
they could have been saved! 

For that which follows, please understand that any form of religion 
claiming—“Christianity” which denies the imperative of instruction re-
garding the divine work of God necessary for salvation, is but another 
religion which continues within the darkness of delusive denial, thereby 
obscuring the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ)! To further emphasize 
the point of misdirection leading to being misguided, multiple Christian 
religion ministries; which are too numerous to list; have varied terribly 
away from the reality of God, within seeking to appease a plethora of 
individuals! This occurs as once leaving one’s first love (Jesus) as by loss 
of devotion, many avenues of teachings come forth which deny the im-
perative work of God necessary for actual righteous fruition unto eternal 
salvation! Although the revised priesthood blatantly violates Scripture 
standards, as the reality of God is completely irrelevant within the reli-
gion, as they claim the authority of God to be their own; numerous other 
sects of religion deny the reality of God, as they proclaim simple spoken 
words to be sufficient for salvation. Having spoken to numerous indi-
viduals who claim to know Jesus as their Savior, a simple question is 
asked of them—“what does it mean that Jesus is Lord?” When the in-
dividuals evade the question by always referring back to Jesus as their 
“Savior,” the reality of their answers and evasion of the question directly 
indicates that they have no knowledge so as to render the answer. As 
knowledge of the reality of the Christ (glory of Christ) is necessary for 
salvation, as the knowledge comes from God during the drawing process; 
the reality indicates that the individuals are aloof the reality of God and 
of the Christ, which directly evidences that they confessed only an aspect 
(Savior) of Christ; while remaining ignorant of the reality (truth: Lord, 
God, Savior, King)!2838 This is the general result of the misdirection 
leading to individuals being misguided, which is the emphatic emphasis 
of “religion” which remains aloof of the truth (Christ)! 

The primary basis which allows “religion” to misdirect, is the seek-
ing of God from a foundation of the flesh! Because multiple ministry 
leaders have left their first love (devotion for Jesus); if they actually 

2838 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.
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loved the Lord at all (ever); and in doing so have also departed the nar-
row path of God’s righteousness; the possibility of being led by God 
(as He leads the endeavor, and they follow) is made null and void, 
through carnal focus and endeavor. Without sincere devotion for Jesus, 
which involves surrender of volition (“self”) and endeavor with one’s 
whole heart, mind and spirit (soul), God is not allowed to lead instruc-
tion and salvation endeavors; which leaves the only leadership available 
to be that of the flesh, which is foundational to carnal and secular un-
derstanding (at best). Although the reality of “Jesus as Lord” means 
that Jesus has the full authority of God, as He is God; I cannot begin 
to count the number of individuals who state that Jesus was a man sent 
by God. When attempts were made to explain the reality of the Christ 
(glory of Christ), numerous individuals stated that they did not believe 
that Jesus has deity; which directly evidences that the individuals are 
completely aloof the reality of God (Jesus as Lord), while claiming to 
know and love Jesus!2839 The misdirection rendered leading to multi-
tudes being misguided, is according to the schemes and guile of Satan; 
who does not want human beings to come to knowledge of the truth, 
and thereby be saved (eternal salvation)! The religious leaders who 
misdirect are therefore held captive by Satan to do his will, while the 
misguided remain in the darkness of ignorance; all of which being foun-
dational to the flesh; for if the individuals were being drawn by God 
unto the reality of the Christ, they would have understanding to seek 
the truth elsewhere; for within God’s divine work, no misdirection can 
occur leading to an individual being misguided, as the entire endeavor 
is under the divine righteousness of God, which forces rejection of any-
thing devious, deceptive, or coercive, as those drawn by God will in 
fact come to the reality of the Christ! 

As can be witnessed within the account of the church at Laodicea 
(current-day church), which indicates individuals seeking only that 
which is of the world and beneficial to the flesh, leading to a faith which 
is solely “lukewarm”; multitudes seek not the reality of God which is 
pure, as they are not capable of doing so! When Jesus stated that the 
individuals of the church (Laodicea) should seek gold refined by fire, 
which indicates purity, so that they may become rich; the Lord is re-
ferring to richness spiritually, leading to the potential of a corporeal 

2839 Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9.
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existence of purity and devotion which is dedicated unto the Lord! 
When Jesus stated that the “lukewarm” behavior caused nausea within 
Him (spit; emew; to vomit), He was not referring to the individuals 
themselves, but rather the general behavior of the multitudes (individ-
ually) in seeking only that which is of benefit to a corporeal existence; 
therefore the behavior which denies the imperative of spiritual focus 
upon the author and perfecter of faith (Jesus), and the completely mis-
guided avenues which stays the multitudes away from the imperative 
to seek truth and spiritual reality, which are realized within God’s divine 
drawing process! This reality is proven as God seeks none should perish, 
but rather come to knowledge of the truth, or repentance; whichever 
is of necessity; lest individuals remain deceived within carnality and 
aloof the reality of God which could have saved them! If the divine 
work of God cannot be witnessed in an individual even after extended 
periods of time within which the individuals claim to know and love 
Jesus; then something is terribly wrong, for without proof of the Holy 
Spirit’s indwelling, what proof is there of the divine work of God which 
assures salvation! We must always remember, the Lord loves the indi-
viduals yet hates the sin by which we remain deceived, misguided, or 
deluded; which evidences why the worst abomination unto the Lord is 
complacency within delusive religious practices; for within believing 
only those things of one’s own choosing, while rejecting all other, “self” 
in opposition to God rejects overall truth, and by this the guilty indi-
viduals place the twig of potential bondage to their own noses!2840 
Without sincerity to come to knowledge of the truth pertaining to God, 
and be known by the one true God of truth and light, there can be no 
“devotion” for God; for without denial of “self” (personal volition) 
within seeking of the truth, there can be no “devotion” for God; as “de-
votion” is impossible without surrender of one’s volition for the sake of 
the “devotion”; thus the possibility remains but an endless circle of spir-
itual defeat foundational to the flesh! It must be understood, actual 
“devotion” is love given with both whole heart and volition; thus the 
necessity for “denial of self” (surrendered volition), or love is never 
wholly (entirely; totally) rendered! Without surrender of personal vo-
lition (“denial of self”), there can be no seeking of or submission to the 
good, acceptable and perfect will of God! 

2840 Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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The kind intention of God’s will is that individuals acquiesce unto 
His good, acceptable and perfect will, to receive spiritual training so as 
to walk by faith within God’s righteous masterful leadership; which 
takes us forward unto the eternal reality of salvation, while training us 
within God’s righteousness for service in accordance while in our cor-
poreal bodies. To seek God in the flesh, or seek God while living for 
carnal endeavor possibilities, is to seek God completely aloof any spir-
itual reality; for it must be remembered that God will choose not to 
hear the prayers of those who harbor sinful intentions!2841 To seek God 
aloof any spiritual reality, which is manifest by God unto spiritually suc-
cessful fruition, is to seek God aloof both God’s good, acceptable and 
perfect will, and the kind intention of God’s will; which is to seek God 
within departure from the narrow path of God’s righteousness; which 
is to seek God upon the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction! 
Complacent focus upon the flesh and secular world, allows this delusive 
behavior to continue, without the slightest notion pertaining to the re-
ality of God and of the Christ; for a mindset upon the flesh leads only 
to spiritual destruction and death, when freedom could have been ac-
complished by a mindset upon the author and perfecter of faith 
(Jesus).2842 Truly we are known by our “fruits” (actions); not by our de-
lusive or deluded words, which have no basis in truth or reality! 

A final note within the imperative to understand the superficial and 
delusive natures of “religion” which remains devoid the reality of God; 
is the statement that the reality of God is immensely real and abounding 
with wonderment! As has been emphasized, sincere “devotion” for God 
has great benefit to those who seek to walk by faith within the spiritual 
relational reality; which is certainly far different from the superficial 
mimic and attempted emulation of spiritual matters within “religion,” 
which remains completely devoid actual spirituality! Because actual 
Christianity is the reality of “God at work,” both willing and working 
for His own good pleasure within devotional individuals; please un-
derstand the imperative of humble submission unto the reality of God; 
which never actually begins or continues without the imperative to 
deny “self” (personal volition and carnal motives), for the purpose of 
humility and selfless submission! The Lord God must be sought solely 

2841 Isaiah 59:1, 2, specific v. 2; Psalm 66:16-20, specific v. 18; cf. Isaiah 64:4-8. 
2842 Romans 8:1-17; Hebrews 12:1-3.
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for who He is (Lord, God, Savior); never from a foundation of selfish 
intention or motivation! The reality of actual sincere devotion unto 
the Lord, within an individual is actually a “work of God”; for only 
God can render the “goodness” and “righteousness” by which sincere 
selfless devotion occurs unto spiritually righteous fruition! As can be 
witnessed by statements regarding King David; King David had a de-
votion for God which was brought forth by the Lord, as God witnessed 
in the king an earnest desire to know and walk in the truth regarding 
the reality of God; which led to King David’s devotion for God which 
was emphasized, for his love was beyond the love of most others, by 
God’s merciful work of righteousness and goodness.2843 Yet King David 
sinned by committing adultery and murder, which involved both 
Bathsheba and Uriah the Hittite (Bathsheba’s husband); yet the fact 
remains that God forgave David, although a judgment was rendered, 
upon his devotional sorrow for and confession of the wrongdoing 
(sin).2844 As an informational note, it should be understood that Uriah 
the Hittite was one of King David’s thirty-seven most devout and 
mighty warriors; which makes evident that when we lose devotional 
focus upon the Lord (for any “self” based reason), the potential of caus-
ing harm to others and to our relationship with God, becomes an 
inappropriate (un-righteous) possibility; and this also includes all who 
may pay consequences of our failure to speak the truth in love according 
to God’s righteousness!2845 The final point to be made is this, God does 
indeed search the hearts (intentions) and minds (motivations) of all 
human beings; rendering blessing unto those who earnestly seek Him 
in the light of truth; while denying (negating) the selfish supplications 
of those who remain religiously aloof the reality of God, as by carnal 
beliefs, volition, and secular desires! “Religion” is useless; whereas the 
reality of God is everything, for our existence must truly be devotionally 
all about Him, or we will fail terribly spiritually throughout our cor-
poreal existence!2846 God seeks to bless abundantly those who seek Him 
within the purity of truth; yet the ulterior (carnal) motives found within 
multitudes are undesirable for any good and righteous fruition! It is 
hoped that now you (the reader) may understand the imperative to love 

2843 1 Samuel 13:13, 14; 16:1-13.
2844 2 Samuel 11:1-12:31.
2845 2 Samuel 23:8-39, specific v. 39.
2846 John 14:1-16:15.
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the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength; for within this 
selfless reality the good and righteous “work of God” may be fulfilled 
henceforth unto eternal fruition! Purposeful life while in our corporeal 
bodies is life which is lived for and unto the Lord, asking nothing in 
return; for within this reality the goodness and righteousness of the 
Lord may abound unto blessings which are ineffable (beyond words or 
explanation; indescribable)! A key help of this endeavor is to consider 
the already fulfilled blessings from God; Earth, habitability, being 
known prior to foundation of the world, being created unto purpose 
in righteousness (God’s relational righteousness)! 

The Imperative of Loving God  
First and Foremost 
The world is full of individuals who claim to love God; yet true dis-
ciplined devotional love for the Lord is a powerful spiritual motivator 
which allows selfless humble submission fiduciary of God’s perfect right-
eousness, to bring forth fruition in truth! The very first step toward 
spiritual depravity, is failing to love God first and foremost (sincerely 
without variation); which Biblically is referred to as—‘leaving one’s first 
love’; for leaving one’s first love is to exit one’s endeavor in fulfilling 
one’s purpose unto the Lord, which is always contingent to walking in 
the light of truth!2847 As God is spirit, righteous love for Him is spiritual 
as well; for it is the spiritual love which is of God’s fruits, that is rendered 
and manifested by God within a “drawn” believer’s spirit, that is right-
eously (devotionally and reverently) returned unto the Lord.2848 When 
an individual has left their first love (God first and foremost) because 
“self” has not been denied, they will no longer do the right thing for 
the right reason (serve foundational to God’s righteousness); for the 
love which goes forth unto the Lord will be the love which is founda-
tional to the flesh, and nothing of the flesh (self) is pleasing to God!2849 
As can be understood by a more in-depth presentation in chapter five, 
regarding leaving one’s first love because “self’ has not been denied, the 
reality of being led spiritually by the Lord ceases, which leads to being 
led carnally in the flesh; which from this point allows the darkness of 

2847 Revelation 2:4.
2848 Galatians 5:22, 23; cf. 1 John 4:7-10.
2849 Romans 8:6-8.
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deluding influence to stay the individual from witnessing clearly the 
spiritual detriment which is occurring to their relationship with God. 
Without the spiritual leadership of God to lead the individual to walk 
by actuated and emphasized faith, the endeavors hence will be founda-
tional to carnality; which causes a blinding effect (obscurity) to any 
further spiritual reality, as God is no longer allowed to lead the indi-
vidual by faith to spiritual growth and discernment (manifested mind 
of Christ)! The final effect becomes that the individual becomes inca-
pable of realizing the spiritual depravity which has been caused by the 
flesh, which leads to loving and serving God only with the superficial 
love of the world which seeks its own; thereby endeavors foundational 
to “self”!2850 The reality becomes fleshly and worldly endeavors (car-
nality; religiosity), accompanied by self-delusion that all is as it should 
be; although the Lord is no longer allowed to work by the rendering 
of spiritual blessings, which train us to walk by faith now and forever! 
The reality is therefore, that the devotional spiritual relationship has 
become superficial fleshly religiosity foundational to “self,” which denies 
the imperative that God must be worshipped in spirit and in truth; for 
the flesh is incapable of any spiritual understanding!2851 When this oc-
curs, how can the individual possibly hope to explain the spiritual reality 
of the Christ to others; for endeavoring within the flesh, righteous de-
votional supplication unto God for His masterful embrace, prior to 
ministry endeavor, will certainly never happen! 

When individuals claim to love God, yet have never: studied the 
Bible, tested received instruction from others according to appropriate 
Biblical reality, or studied specifics of the religion they profess; selfless 
devotional love for God is not witnessed, but rather selfish: laziness, 
complacency, pride, arrogance, and/or intentional ignorance! If we 
claim to love God, should not our love be evidenced by: devotion, dil-
igence, discipline, endurance, and righteous motivational effort?2852 
True sacrificial (selfless) love and servanthood for God is proven by 
God’s fruits manifest and witnessed (true reality of righteous fruition); 
for God is allowed to both will and work for His own good pleasure!2853 

2850 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.
2851 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.
2852 Luke 6:46-49; 2 Timothy 2:11-15; Hebrews 12:7-11; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Galatians 2:20; 

Philippians 1:21.
2853 Romans 12:1-3.

The Big If 1055



True disciplined and devotional legitimate children of God are blessed 
with doing the right thing for the right reasons; for the reality is—
God at work in us!2854 Just as Jesus our Lord was hated for speaking 
the truth regarding the Way to the spiritual relational reality, so also 
are we; yet with knowledge of God’s unwavering love for us, we yet 
persevere in love for the sake of the lost that remain deceived, as our 
love for them is the unwavering manifestation and fulfillment of God’s 
love; for we love because He first loved us, which remains pronounced 
only when maintaining love for God first and foremost (first love)!2855 

The Lord knowing the power and deceitfulness (when influenced or 
enticed) of our sinful nature, commanded that we love Him with all of 
our: heart, soul, mind, and strength.2856 This is the first and foremost 
commandment, for our benefit; for without devotional love for God 
first and foremost, the ugliness of “self” will assuredly coerce us to be 
stubborn and disobedient regarding the righteous reality of God! If we 
truly love God, we must follow and obey Him; which will never occur 
without denial of “self” (carnal volition), which always leads to forms of 
idolatry as we place greater emphasis upon matters apart from God!2857 
The coercing power of “self” is proven by demonstration when we do 
not follow and obey God, although claiming to love Him; which proves 
that we are known by our fruits, not our words or deluding fantasies!2858  

Within the unrighteousness of adolescent pride and the constant dis-
tractive prodding which it brings forth, which deludes the host individual, 
the necessity of “self-importance” far surpasses any reverence and love 
for God; by this individuals are completely blinded to the reality of their 
overall demeanor and character, and the fact that God knows all things 
even to the core of motive and intent! When prideful individuals who 
are actually irreverent regarding God speak of loving Him to others, 
they within the blinding effects (obscurity) of self-importance (prideful 
narcissism), actually delude themselves to believe their own false humility 
to be true; which when witnessed and realized by others causes extreme 
detriment regarding the drawing of others to love the Lord within the 
depths of reality! The truth remains that foolish adolescent pride (and 

2854 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
2855 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 1 John 4:19.
2856 Deuteronomy 6:4-9; reiterated Matthew 22:36-40.
2857 Matthew 16:24-27; John 15:1-17; Colossians 3:5; Hebrews 5:7-10.
2858 Matthew 7:16-27.
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the associated arrogance) forces a delusive superficiality which edifies 
no one (spiritually); while potentially harming many, through deluded 
denial of personal reality! Anyone who truly and devotionally loves the 
Lord realizes an imperative to test, judge, and examine oneself rightly; 
for the spiritual relational reality (adoption; justification; sanctification, 
salvation) pertaining to everyone is of utmost importance, lest our state 
of eternality remain one of torment and regret! 

The reality exists, that when God draws an individual to come to 
the spiritual relationship with Jesus, He does so by first placing the in-
dividual into a reality of selflessness; for the confession unto salvation 
is a matter of submissive surrender unto the authority of God, thus the 
confession accepting “Jesus as Lord” of one’s existence!2859 Within the 
cheap mimic of religiosity (Jesus solely as Savior), both God’s divine 
work allowing selflessness and the reality of Jesus (totality: Lord, Savior, 
King) are denied and/or rejected; for God cannot work within evasive 
mimic, emulation, or attempts to appease, but rather only in the light 
of truth which allows entrance into the spiritual reality of a saving re-
lationship! Within the saving reality, it is absolutely possible to 
understand that seeking God with sincerity of devotional love holds 
great righteous submissive potential; whereas seeking God through or 
by religion (carnality) holds only potential for deceit and deluding in-
fluence! The saving endeavor is solely spiritual; therefore nothing 
(motive, intent, and action) of the flesh or of the world is allowed in-
volvement; for the spiritual blessings of God which He renders are 
foundational to His love for us and our devotional love in return, which 
begins with God’s divine actions which place selfless individuals upon 
the narrow path of God’s righteousness, upon which few spiritually 
tread, which leads to salvation.2860 Simply stated, all of God’s blessings 
are foundational to the fact that God is the essence of pure and unde-
filed love; therefore, through the divine work of God in the salvation 
process, all that is of the flesh and of the world is ejected and kept aloof 
when God is at work; therefore, aloof the spiritual reality which is 
started and completed by God in love, there is no salvation! Nothing 
of the flesh or of the world (religion; elemental principles of the world) 
can change, mimic, emulate, or begin the spiritual reality which is from 

2859 Romans 10:8-13, specific v. 9.
2860 Matthew 7:13, 14.

The Big If 1057



God alone; therefore, nothing of the flesh or of the world can place us 
into a position whereby the divine work of God will occur to bring 
forth a spiritual reality! God is either sought spiritually in loving seek-
ing of the truth, which allows submissiveness unto God’s divine work, 
or He is denied and rejected in ignorance through carnality; the former 
is righteous, pure, and beautiful, whereas the latter is not! Leaving one’s 
first love (God first and foremost) which is spiritual, and this after com-
ing to the spiritual relational reality, leads only to fleshly endeavors 
which holds to but a notion of continued spirituality; for failure to love 
and focus upon the Lord spiritually, leaves only an impression of God 
which leads to obdurate behavior! When obdurate behavior continues, 
it tends to obfuscate all continued endeavors, as prideful stubbornness 
and the obscurity there from tends to increase with the passing of time, 
when not taken captive to obedience by righteous focus, intent, sub-
mission, and humility!2861 

Truly devotional and sacrificial love for God first and foremost, when 
brought to the spiritual relational reality by God, has many spiritual 
blessings! These blessings include: potential complete surrender of “self” 
(carnal volition and desire), servitude, spiritual growth, the ability to 
spiritually appraise and discern, intimate and precise spiritual fellowship 
with the Lord, spiritual chastisement (when necessary), nurturing, ex-
altation, abundant sanctification, increased humility and submission, 
and fulfillment of righteous spiritual purpose; for we were created by 
Him and for Him!2862 With the aforementioned being blessings from 
God which are received only through humble and submissive reverence 
and appreciation, and disciplined devotional focus and obedience, it is 
quite easy to discern why God is opposed to the prideful who choose 
to live for “self” (the flesh); for they deny and reject the spiritual im-
perative! Deceptive pulpit proclamations foundational to carnality, have 
added greatly to the spiritual detriment which comes forth from all ele-
mental teachings; as multitudes serve mammon and “self,” not God!2863 

 Holding to the spiritual imperative, we know that all: answers, 
strength, deliverance, victory, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge 
come from the Lord God of all creation; this realized through devo-

2861 James 4:3-10; cf. Romans 6:16-18; 12:3; 2 Corinthians 10:5; 1 Peter 113-16.
2862 Colossians 1:16, 17.
2863 Galatians 4:1-11; Matthew 6:19-24; cf. Colossians 2:6-10, 20-23; Hebrews 5:12-6:3.
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tional reverence and the grace of God! Within this knowledge, we re-
alize that we must take our thoughts obediently captive to Christ, lest 
the ways of the world and “self” mislead us along with the multitudes; 
for all that is of the world and of “self” is easily overpowered, influenced, 
and led astray by the ruler of the world who is Satan; for he (Satan) has 
many servants (demons; individuals held captive to do his will), who 
travel to and fro in unrighteousness to mislead even the elect (if pos-
sible)!2864 All of us can fall prey to unrighteousness if we do not maintain 
righteous devotional focus upon the Lord; it is our spiritual devotional 
love which motivates us to guard our focus and thereby the direction 
which we travel (straight or winding), and to beware when we stand lest 
we fall!2865 Standing firm upon the only true foundation which is Christ, 
or only thinking we stand, are entirely two separate things; for the 
former demands devotional courage and disciplined diligent effort, 
whereas the latter only has need of selfish fantasy and delusion!2866 
Those who do not devotionally love the Lord speak of loving Him 
(words only); whereas those who are truly devotional do not seek to in-
fluence by words alone, but rather put forth great effort, focus, and 
devotion so as to love Him with increased selfless sacrificial and devo-
tional vitality continuously; for we know that the reality of our devotion 
is witnessed by His fruits in us (His righteous actions)!2867 Returning 
the love which God has bestowed upon us back unto Him (first love) is 
the basis of spiritual success; for God’s spiritual love is: selfless, sacrificial, 
devotional, faithful, and unconditional!2868 The downfall of multitudes 
is because they seek to love God with only the self-centered love which 
is of the flesh and world; the love which always selfishly asks “what is 
in it for me!” There is no such thing as a righteous intimate relationship 
which abounds with “self”; which is why so many individuals cannot 
maintain sound relationships with God or others, as they believe the 
relationship must be beneficial within their own volition. If the love 
which is proclaimed by multitudes that cannot maintain relationships 
is the same love by which they claim to love God; is there really any 
doubt why multitudes have a weak lukewarm relationship with God, 

2864 John 17:15-17; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5.
2865 Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; cf. Proverbs 4:23-27; Matthew 7:13, 14.
2866 1 Corinthians 3:1-20; cf. Psalm 27: 11-14; 31:23, 24; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9.
2867 Matthew 7:15-27; James 1:22-25.
2868 1 Corinthians 13:4-13.
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while deluding themselves to believe otherwise?2869 The biggest prob-
lem with failure to deny “self” is the superficiality and spiritual blindness 
“self” brings forth; for without denial of “self” all in-depth spiritual po-
tential ceases through obscurity! 

A true example of those who do not actually love the Lord, although 
they claim to do so, is the fact that they do not investigate the truth so 
as to walk according to the reality of truth! The failure of multitudes 
to walk according to reality of truth is evidenced by their refusal to in-
vestigate the truth, refusal to believe the truth, rejection and rebellion 
against the truth, and seeking salvation through religiosity; for these 
failures directly indicate a contradiction regarding the truth, which is 
the instigated and influential work of Satan (Great Deceiver; father of 
lies)!2870 The truth regarding the spiritual relational reality is that our 
relationship with God is the primary basis of our existence; which far 
surpasses simple belief devoid of God’s fruits manifested and fulfilled! 
Within the seeking of truth in a relationship with God, there are two 
specifics which are being sought: 
 

The intimate reality of the one true God and Savior, from within 1.
the spiritual relational reality; for the Lord is in fact—the Way 
(Acts 9:1, 2; 19:9, 23; 22:4, 5; 24:14, 15, 22) (God) of righteousness 
whom must be followed and obeyed—Romans 8:14; the only path 
(Way; ladder) to God’s spiritual realm—John 1:51, cf. Genesis 
28:12); the truth (the essence of righteous factual reality, which 
makes us free from the domain of darkness and deceit—John 1:3-
5; cf. 8:31-36; Colossians 1:9-14); the life (purposeful existence, 
now and forever—John 1:9-13; cf. 15:1-3, 10-17; 16:13-15); for 
apart from Him we can do nothing which is righteous!2871 It must 
be understood that “salvation” is the result of the kind intention of 
God’s righteous will! 

 
The purity of light and truth! Within this seeking, individuals strive 2.
with disciplined devotion to walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord; 
walking according to Biblical standards by close relational 

2869 Ephesians 5:22-30; cf. Revelation 3:15-18.
2870 John 8:44; 1 John 4:1-6.
2871 John 14:6, 7; 15:4-11.
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association with the Lord, who masterfully leads solely in the light 
as He is in the light; for this is the narrow path of God’s righteous 
salvation!2872  

The narrow gate which opens to the narrow Way (path) of •
God’s righteousness (right doing) is small, and few are those 
who find it; for the path which leads to life indeed is specifically 
within the righteous standards set forth by the Lord God, which 
are found in the Gospel! It should be realized that the original 
Hebrew and Greek Biblical texts are inerrant; therefore, the 
most precise literal translation should be sought and utilized, 
lest err of lesser precise translations deter away from the reality 
of God’s inspired Word! The most accurate and precise literal 
translation in the English language from the original Hebrew 
and Greek texts is the New American Standard Bible (NASB).  

 
The many Biblical standards of righteousness are precise; for the Lord 
who inspired the standards is the one true God of absolute precision 
and righteousness!2873 To enter through the small narrow gate, is to 
confess “Jesus as Lord”; for this is the only Biblical avenue (action) of 
righteous humility and acquiescence (submission, even though reluc-
tantly)!2874 Reluctance and/or avoidance in proclaiming unto God the 
Biblical righteous confession of faith comes from demonic instigation; 
for Satan seeks to stop the spiritual relational reality between individuals 
and God before it even starts, through instigation and influence to at-
tempt entry through the narrow small gate without the specifics of God’s 
instruction and righteousness! Although many translations state the 
specific to be—“Jesus is Lord”; this although being true (Jesus is Lord) 
is not a statement which specifies the imperative of submission unto 
the masterful leadership and authority of God! To confess “Jesus as 
Lord” is a statement which confesses understanding as to the absolute 
imperative of being led in one’s existence (now and forever) by the Lord 
God (Jesus as Lord of one’s existence)!2875 THE SPIRITUAL RELA-
TIONAL REALITY IS A RELATIONSHIP FOUNDED UPON 
TRUTH WHICH DEMANDS SINCERE OBEDIENCE UNTO 

2872 1 John 1:5-10; cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Ephesians 5:1-17.
2873 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; cf. 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Peter 1:16-21.
2874 Romans 10:8-10, specific v. 9.
2875 Romans 8:5-14, specific v. 14.
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THE AUTHORITY OF GOD; PROVEN BY THE EMPHASIZED 
MENTION OF CHRIST’S LORDSHIP THROUGHOUT THE 
NEW TESTAMENT; FOR THE EMPHASIS IS TO BELIEVE IN 
THE LORD JESUS (CHRIST) IN ORDER TO BE SAVED!2876 
Please remember, the Old Testament “Messiah” of promise is the man-
ifest reality of the New Testament “Christ”! Just because someone comes 
out of darkness into the light, does not mean that they have been “born 
again” of the Holy Spirit; the transition from darkness to light simply 
allows an ability to witness the path before oneself, in order to make 
future decisions according to the truth of reality, for the transition from 
darkness to light is the action of conversion, not regeneration! The born 
again experience is not a matter of an individual’s own decision, but 
rather the work of God; yet as most believe what they choose to believe, 
rather than believing the truth pertaining to the reality of God, these 
facts are obscured through the flesh, when in failing to receive righteous 
instruction and thereby realize the facts, multitudes have stopped at 
conversion from obscurity in darkness to being able to see in the light 
of truth, hence trusting in themselves to choose their own path unto 
salvation! Being truly “born again” of the Holy Spirit is to realize that 
we are to surrender our existence through sacrifice of it (loyalty) unto 
the Lord, for realizing we were regenerated because of God’s righteous 
purpose, we no longer live for “self” but for Him who has blessed us by 
His divine righteous work!2877 Fantasy makes us believe we can be saved 
by personal choice; reality emphasizes that salvation within the spiritual 
relational reality is solely by God’s divine work in accordance to His 
grace; for the fact that God considers us at all emphasizes His loving-
kindness and grace, whereas our conceit dictates that we are deserving 
of God’s involvement in fulfillment of our own carnal volition! 
 

To avoid the specific of God’s righteousness for admittance •
through the small narrow gate, individuals have gathered for 
themselves ministers and teachers who will instruct according to 
fleshly (carnal) whims and desires!2878 This demonstrates the 
delusional “ignorance is bliss” mentality of multitudes; for 

2876 Exampled—Acts 16:31.
2877 Hosea 6:6; cf. Romans 12:1, 2; Titus 3:3-8.
2878 2 Timothy 4:1-5, specific v. 3; cf. 3:1-7.
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refusing to accept the specific standards set forth by God, 
multitudes desire to be saved within a fantasy of personal choice 
(volition), while remaining deluded in believing their choices of 
alteration and deception to be acceptable to God! The fact 
remains, to deny the standards set forth by God is to reject the 
reality of God! 

 
Within the Scriptures, there are many statements which emphasize the 
many deceptions of false leadership which lead multitudes astray; even 
so if possible the elect. Within Scripture is found emphasis of following 
sound Biblical doctrine, and the imperative of strict discipline so as to 
remain upon the righteous foundation which is Christ!2879 Within 
Scripture is found emphasis that we each should test, examine, and judge 
ourselves to see if we are actually in the faith; the reality of being in the 
faith is proven by God’s work of sanctification, which is to separate us 
from the ways of the world and make us holy; for He is holy!2880 God’s 
work of sanctification also takes us beyond the enticements and in-
fluences of the flesh; for the flesh is of the world, as also is narcissism 
(carnal exuberant love of self)! Although the Scriptures place emphasis 
upon the imperative of our spiritual existence, and this according to the 
kind intention of God’s will that we receive training from Him for a 
spiritual eternal reality; multitudes seeking imperative within a corporeal 
existence, live for the flesh while holding to a concept of a god who will 
change or alter from perfection so as to appease; this being nothing less 
than seeking God in the flesh, while claiming to walk by faith! Within 
the foolishness of human carnal conceit and assumption, which is aloof 
actual sincere love and devotion for God, Satan easily leads multitudes 
astray of reality, simply by influencing the multitudes to deny truth so 
as to live a fleshly existence in accordance to emotional stature; this 
being the reason that physical realm religion is emphasized and accepted 
so easily, for without denial of “self” and God’s work of sanctification, 
the flesh always seeks precedent involvement! Is our corporeal existence 
really of such importance that we would deny the good, acceptable, and 
perfect will of God, and the kind intention of His will, for the sake of a 

2879 1 Corinthians 3:10-14; 1 Timothy 4:6-8; Hebrews 12:7-11.
2880 1 Peter 1:13-21, emphasis vs. 13-16; cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 

2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
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conceptual relationship, when such a relationship is aloof spiritual re-
ality? Eternity is a long time to regret having denied the truth for the 
sake of feeling good in one’s flesh; and this in addition to willful inten-
tional ignorance regarding the spiritual imperative! Worship in 
ignorance is worship within delusive endeavor; thus worship of the 
Great Deceiver (Satan)! 
 

Many deceptions and delusions occur upon the broad path •
which leads to spiritual depravity and destruction; this easily 
occurring due to weakness of our flesh, when we do not stand 
firm upon the Rock (Jesus) who is the foundation of truth and 
spiritual reality!2881 

 
Those who sincerely love the Lord, realize the imperatives of Scripture 
emphasis according to the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God! 
Legitimate devotional children of God understand that God set the 
standards for our benefit; therefore, avoidance, denial, or rejection of 
the standards causes spiritual detriment or outright destruction of the 
eternal potential!2882 True devotional believers (legitimate children; dis-
ciples—i.e. learned pupils) submit therefore to the righteousness of 
God; this leading to special revelation from God which always places 
emphasis upon truth pertinent to the reality of God!  

What then does it mean that God is the Savior of all persons, espe-
cially of believers?2883 Simply stated, the statement means that true 
believers are spiritually and devotionally loyal and therefore obedient to 
the standards set by the Lord God of all creation; for we do not vary so 
as to feel good in our flesh! Those who will not be saved have never 
achieved the spiritual reality unto salvation (adoption; regeneration), by 
the divine work of God accordant to His grace! Although it is sometimes 
difficult to follow and obey God, it is never burdensome; for devotional 
love for our Creator motivates humble submission unto deliverance in 
all situations! Although the Lord seeks that none should perish but that 
all would come to knowledge of the truth, true believers are those (rem-
nant) who do not disregard or disobey standards set for by God’s 

2881 Matthew 7:13-27.
2882 Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18, 19.
2883 1 Timothy 4:10.
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righteousness, whereas multitudes do; the former will be saved, whereas 
the latter will not!2884 The answer to the enigma is simple; when we 
humbly and devotionally submit unto God for sanctification and spiritual 
training in righteousness, we are also empowered spiritually by the Holy 
Spirit; which is the power by which we obtain and maintain victory over 
the weaknesses of our flesh!2885 The beauty of this reality never occurs 
when “self” is not denied; for without denial of “self” there is no submis-
sion to follow the Lord within devotion and obedience within the reality 
of Gospel truth! It is absolutely true that those guilty of blatant natural 
fleshly carnality, have absolutely no idea as to the reality of the intricate 
and intimate spiritual relational reality, which could save them from the 
wages of sin which is death; for within spiritually destitute complacency, 
multitudes would rather listen to rhetoric and false pulpit proclamations, 
than to seek reality in the light of truth!2886 Jesus is the Savior of all per-
sons, especially of believers; because those divinely “drawn and taught” 
by God are the “believers” who will be saved, whereas those who re-
mained deceived to trust religion to save them, and those who outright 
reject God, will not be saved! The sacrificial atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was rendered once for all human beings; yet multitudes have and 
will yet reject the reality of what God has done for them! 
 

Upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness, there are no •
turns either right or left; for to cease moving straight forward to 
God’s upward call in Christ Jesus with maintained disciplined 
focus upon the Lord, is to sway or vary from the righteousness 
of God; which brings forth immediate spiritual stagnancy by 
stumbling!2887 The primary problem with carnal stumbling due 
to refusal to deny “self,” is that with each day that passes in fail-
ing to arise again from the stumbled posture, we will remain 
down without realizing the necessity to arise, as we become 
complacent within present circumstance! We cannot spiritually 
move forward to God’s upward call in Christ Jesus when we re-
main down and out because of a chosen carnal existence; for 
although the flesh receives what it desires, the will of God is left 

2884 1 Timothy 4:1-11; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10; John 12:46-50.
2885 Colossians 2:20-23.
2886 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; cf. Hebrews 5:11-6:3.
2887 Philippians 3:8-21.
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forlorn! It is one thing to love our existence within fulfillment 
of purpose to follow our Creator and Lord now and for all eter-
nity; it is something else entirely to love our “self” for the 
purpose of living carnally, with but a concept of a spiritual exis-
tence! The former will be delivered from bondage to the world 
and flesh in accordance to the righteous leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, the latter will not; for those who are led by the Lord are 
His legitimate children, whereas those who are led by the flesh 
or standards of the world are not!2888 Being found to be an ille-
gitimate child of God, and therefore aloof the family of God for 
all eternity, will truly be a terrible regrettable reality which lasts 
forever! Why will the cowardly not inherit the kingdom of 
God?2889 The answer is simple; because in cowardice multitudes 
will refuse to test, examine, and judge themselves rightly to see 
if they are legitimate children of God (in the faith), and this be-
cause they are afraid to admit the truth regarding personal 
wretchedness which remains, when aloof the spiritual relational 
reality which is led by the Lord!2890 God knows everything 
about us, even to the core of motive and intent; with freedom 
and victory being given by God’s grace to those who will submit 
to follow Him in reality, what purpose is cowardice in refusing 
to admit the realistic truth regarding our corporeal existence, 
when in love for the Lord we can approach His throne of grace 
with humble boldness to receive truth, mercy, grace, and His 
masterful righteous leadership; unto deliverance! It is an unfor-
tunate fact that most individuals place the least effort within 
their corporeal existence, into having a sound righteous rela-
tionship with God; for when the ways of the world and flesh 
lead endeavors, then the emphasis of existence remains upon 
those things which hold our attention and focus. As there is 
nothing more important than an appropriate righteous relation-
ship with our Creator, there is really no excuse for laziness in 
seeking proper understanding and knowledge pertaining to the 
relationship; yet the fact remains that multitudes choose inten-

2888 Romans 8:3-17; cf. Hebrews 12:7-11.
2889 Revelation 21:8.
2890 Romans 8:14-17.
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tional laziness and procrastination pertaining to the reality of 
the relationship, so that they may claim ignorance of under-
standing and knowledge when the time comes to render 
accountability for their deeds while in the flesh! What type of 
love does this intentional behavior example, within a relation-
ship with the One (Lord) who has loved us with unwavering 
considerations and abounding grace! When the Creator of the 
entire universe renders grace so that we may come to the spiri-
tual relational reality of absolute sincerity and disciplined 
devotion, only the blatantly selfish and blatantly prideful would 
dare take the blessing for granted! The entire key to our exis-
tence is to love the Lord with all of our heart, all of our soul, all 
of our mind, and all of our strength (first and foremost); yet the 
fact remains that we must go beyond “self” (personal priorities 
and motivations) for this actually to occur!2891 It is a terrible re-
ality that multiple millions of individuals will never know the 
beauty and righteousness of the spiritual relational reality, and 
this primarily because of stubborn pride; for within the obscur-
ity of selfish stubborn and rebellious pride, every avenue except 
the righteous narrow path are attempted, and this by obscured 
and obdurate misdirection pertaining to the instruction, com-
mandments, and guidance of God! 

 
Personal Note: With anointed knowledge that my existence must be 
wholly devoted to God, I made supplication for revelation from the 
Lord that He show to me the reality of my existence in the flesh as He 
sees me; when intentionally aloof His: tender mercies, everlasting lov-
ingkindness, and sufficient grace. Although the revelation literally made 
me physically sick and disgusted, the reality which I no longer sought 
to hide from brought forth increased devotion and humble submission 
unto Him; for in the Lord we are beautiful, whereas in and of ourselves 
we are wretched! Why did I make supplication to the Lord to show me 
the wretched reality of a life lived for the flesh? The answer is simple; 
within disciplined devotional love for the Lord, I wanted to know the 
truth, so that there would never again be denial or evasion of it, or at-
tempts to seek what the flesh desires! Within devotional diligent study 

2891 Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Matthew 16:21-27; 22:36-40; cf. Luke 14:25-35.
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of the Gospel so as to handle it accurately, and knowledge that it is by 
the Gospel reality that we will be held accountable by the Lord; I felt 
it necessary to have a personal jihad to eliminate the enticements of the 
flesh foundational to personal volition, which causes hindrance to my 
relationship with the Lord whom I must serve!2892 Although it takes 
courage to accept the truth of one’s existence in and of “self,” the beauty 
in surrendering all unto the Lord by abiding in the Word and stepping 
into the light of reality, truly brings forth freedom in Christ as He makes 
us free (God at work)!2893 Never hence that time have I ever sought or 
even considered what I feel is deserved within my corporeal existence; 
for truly a life lived for the flesh is deserving of an eternity in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone (hell)!2894 The beauty of revelation 
from the Lord regarding our sinful nature; when we have the courage 
to accept it is truly motivational; for the imperative to deny “self” ha-
bitually becomes blatantly obvious and forthright, even unto rejection 
(full abandonment) of it! When we truly love the Lord, entering and 
staying in the light of truth and reality becomes imperative; for without 
this reality, there is no actual fellowship with our Creator!2895 When 
the Lord blesses someone with abundance of His heavenly gift (actual 
intimate fellowship with Him), He does so only when we remain in the 
light of truth and reality; for He is light, and cannot bless anything that 
is within or of darkness; yet within the obscurity of prideful selfishness, 
multitudes delude themselves to believe that God will alter from right-
eous perfection to bless their deluded attempts at self-importance, 
self-gratification, self-insistence, and self-sufficiency!2896 The revelations 
and teachings from the Lord which come forth within intimate fellow-
ship with Him, are distinctively for the purpose of understanding and 
knowledge pertinent to spiritual growth in the Lord; never does the 
Lord render the blessing of intimate fellowship with Him, for the pur-
pose of growth within “self”; therefore, those who abound with “self” 
who believe they have an abundant relationship with the Lord, not only 
delude themselves, but also risk being released unto the depravity of 
their own false beliefs and notions (depravity of mind)!2897  

2892 John 12:48; 1 Corinthians 9:15-27; Philippians 1:21-24.
2893 John 8:31-36.
2894 Romans 8:5-14, specific—vs. 12, 13.
2895 1 John 1:5-10.
2896 2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
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The more we devotionally place the Lord as precedent first and fore-
most, the more He will guide us to love both Him and others with selfless 
sincerity! The closer we are to the Lord, the further He takes us from 
the ways of the flesh and world and the pathetic standards and ways of 
both; this by His righteous work of sanctification! In loving Him first 
and foremost, He not only literally reveals and teaches us His ways, but 
also leads us in righteousness so that His fruits displace the deeds of our 
flesh!2898 Without a willingness to deny “self,” the wonderful righteous 
work of the Lord will not occur; for without “denial of self” there is no 
further submission to follow the Lord upon the narrow path of His right-
eousness; as a willingness to “deny self” is the only acceptable first step 
to begin the spiritual journey! Within “denial of self,” He leads us to 
have appropriate relationships and associations, while also leading us 
away from the ways of the world, so as to guard us from being ensnared 
(taken captive); for how can we lead others out of captivity to delusion 
accordant to Satan’s schemes, if we ourselves have fallen prey to bond-
age!2899 Imagine the beauty of selfless relationships! Imagine the beauty 
of being able to discern all things that are of righteous importance! The 
wonderful fulfillment of these things is absolutely possible; we have only 
to sincerely and devotionally love the Lord first and foremost, while 
humbly submitting in a disciplined fashion so as to receive the blessings! 
God is awesome all the time; the only reason multitudes fail to realize 
this is because multitudes fail to love Him within any form of sincerity 
or devotion, because of the wretchedness of “self”! Within this foolish-
ness, the Lord remains but one aspect of a multiple aspect existence, and 
generally remains very low upon the multitudes list of priorities! 

Characteristics of the Flesh;  
When “Self” Is Not Denied 

Deluding influence due to denial and/or outright rejection of 1.
the reality of God: The truth of this dangerous predicament is 
realized by the words of the Lord; for He stated—‘I know your 
deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot, I would that you were cold 
or hot. ‘So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will 

2897 examples—Romans 1:28-32; 1 Timothy 6:3-5; 2 Timothy 3:1-9.
2898 Psalm 25:4, 5; 86:11-17; 143:8-10; Romans 8:26, 27; 12:1, 2; Galatians 5:19-23. 
2899 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
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spit you out of My mouth (NASB translation—Revelation 3:15, 16). 
The reality of the aforementioned statement by the Lord directly 
indicates that the behavior of “lukewarm” believers are sickening to 
Him; for the word “spit” or “spew” (depending on translation) in the 
Greek is emew, which means to vomit! Christianity (spiritual 
relational reality) is all about God (hot; light of truth); not about 
“self” (cold; deluded darkness), nor about living for “self” while 
claiming a relationship with God (lukewarm; delusive gray zone 
between darkness and light)! When individuals live within the gray 
zone (lukewarm; fantasy of living within light and darkness 
simultaneously), they allow entrapment of their spirit to carnal 
enticement and influence foundational to the blinding effects of 
foolish adolescent stubborn pride; this making null and void the 
necessity of a fostered meek and gentle spirit which is necessary to 
maintain humble submission unto the masterful righteous leadership 
of God, for spiritual success and victory! The primary culprit of this 
predicament remains double-mindedness; for we maintain belief 
that redemption (salvation) is all about us (self-importance; self-
emphasis), rather than all about God accordant to His grace and 
righteousness!2900 

The narrow path of God’s righteousness is the narrow path which 
leads to salvation; therefore a path of obedience upon which God 
leads and we follow!2901 Within deluding influence which is 
foundational to our flesh, we believe that God saves us because we 
are deserving of the redemption (salvation) which is found solely in 
Him; whereas the reality remains that entrance through the narrow 
gate upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness is solely by the 
grace (unmerited favor) of God, as it was determined by God that 
adoption, justification, sanctification, and salvation of human beings 
is right doing (righteousness) accordant to the kind intention of His 
will!2902 Within acceptance of this reality in accordance to God’s 
divine drawing and preparation, the legitimate children of God 
devotionally follow to receive the addition of God’s blessings for 
improved spiritual humility, submission, fellowship and servanthood; 

2900 2 Timothy 2:1-3:5.
2901 Philippians 1:6; 2:12-16; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10, specific v. 9; Romans 8:14.
2902 Romans 3:21-31, specific vs. 21-26; 1 John 4:7-10.
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which accompany the reality of redemption (salvation)!2903 Proof of 
acquiring and maintaining of the spiritual relational reality with God 
is emphasized solely by the means of sincerity regarding the salvation 
of others; not by the seeking of personal holiness, goodness, 
righteousness or salvation; for the reality of God’s presence motivates 
an individual’s intentions to be upon the betterment of all others to 
take precedence over any betterment of “self”! The blessings of God 
in the life of His servants are realized (evidenced) through righteous: 
focus, devotion and priorities (God’s)! To place this in context of 
God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will, is to realize that as God seeks 
that none should perish but that all should come to knowledge of the 
truth, we also, with the mind of Christ, would seek and live for the 
very same purpose; which is the purpose of our existence accordant 
to the kind intention of God’s will, and the reason why God works 
divinely within our humble and submissive corporeal existence 
according to His righteousness! 

The reality of the aforementioned is summed up by the Lord’s 
encounter with the rich young ruler.2904 The point of being “hot” 
within seeking and maintaining a relationship with the Lord, is 
realized by the willingness to abandon all that has been desired, 
worked for, maintained, and/or hoped within the flesh; with the 
intention of unhindered spiritual devotion and submission unto the 
righteousness of God, so that others may be saved; for this is the 
reality of surrendering unto the good, acceptable, and perfect will 
of God. Without willingness to abandon all that is of the flesh 
(“self”), the spiritual blessings of God are denied and/or rejected 
because of the wanton desires of the flesh; this placing individuals 
into a state of lukewarm-ness by choice! Within a stature of a 
chosen carnal corporeal existence, led by the volition of “self,” all 
aspects of a spiritual existence which places God first and foremost 
is rejected; this with the rejected additions of God’s strength, 
leadership, righteousness, purposes, and working of sanctification 
and holiness! The point of the matter is that there must be a 
willingness and motivation to abandon all that is of oneself, if the 
reality of God is to be accepted unto fulfillment of purpose! 

2903 Romans 1:1-7.
2904 Luke 18:18-30.
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Without a willingness to deny “self” there can never be a willingness 
to abandon all that is according to the flesh; for without willingness 
there can never be a reality which is pleasing to God, as we yet 
believe ourselves to be of importance aloof the Lord, and thereby 
of equal importance with the Lord! We must be willing to admit 
that God must be all in all in our existence (Lord), or in reality He 
will never be; for without actual denial of “self” so as to follow the 
Lord upon the narrow path of His righteousness which leads to 
salvation (redemption), there is no salvation, as a cold state of reality 
exists while deluding ourselves within a lukewarm stature! We either 
accept the righteous reality of God unto eternal salvation by willful 
denial of “self,” or we forfeit the reality of righteous purpose unto 
eternal torment and despair! The downfall of the multitudes who 
will remain eternally separated from God remains the same; denial 
and/or outright rejection of the reality of God, through the desires, 
concerns, lusts, pride, complacencies, assumptions and conjecture; 
which obscures and rebels against the well-lit reality which is 
possible when through denial of “self” God is allowed to both will 
and work for His own good pleasure upon the narrow path of His 
righteousness!2905 It is truly an eternal blessing to deny “self” even 
unto complete rejection of “self”; for we were truly and factually 
created by God for fulfillment of His righteous intentions and 
purposes! Without a willingness to go beyond one’s own carnal 
volition, the Lord is disallowed the ability to begin and continue 
the “good” work of which He alone is capable; for how can we be 
taken beyond the flesh unto the spiritual reality by the Lord, if we 
absolutely refuse to relinquish any or all aspects of our fleshly 
existence! 

Within the beauty and righteousness of God’s divine work to 
draw individuals to come to the spiritual relational reality, we are 
blessed with complete avoidance regarding: assumption, conjecture, 
preconceived notions, and fleshly desires; for the divine work of God 
in drawing individuals unto the spiritual reality, is the beginning step 
to a lifelong process which leads to spiritual growth and purpose! 
Within the corporeal lifelong process which is within God’s divine 
work of sanctification leading to a spiritual walking by faith even so 

2905 Philippians 1:1-11; 2:1-16.
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within our corporeal bodies, all that is of “self” is eventually 
renounced and rejected in preparation of our eternal existence with 
God in His kingdom. The only hindrances to the spiritual growth 
which is from God alone, are contingent upon the workings of our 
sinful nature when “self” is not denied; for God cannot lead those 
who are led carnally, for the imperative of the reality of God 
(spiritually) is denied and rejected within the seeking of carnal 
corporeal comfort, ease, and purpose. This is the reason why many 
legitimate children of God receive little actual spiritual growth 
during their corporeal lifetime, whereas a remnant receive 
abounding spiritual growth during comparable amounts of time; for 
where God is allowed to work there is change in righteousness, and 
when God is allowed to work abundantly there is abundant change! 
With practiced denial of “self” comes increased ability to deny “self,” 
for within devotional practice which places God first and foremost 
there is increased disciplined devotion which adores and submits to 
God all the more; this allowing God to work abundantly as the 
hindrances of the flesh diminish as the righteousness of God 
abounds!2906 If we selfishly refuse to decrease; the Lord cannot 
increase within His child’s selflessness! The reality of God, or 
rejection of the reality of God, is revealed truthfully through the 
fruits (actions) of individuals; for our spiritual purpose is fulfilled or 
rejected through the reality of our existence (core demeanor; 
character), when God is allowed to both will and work for His own 
good pleasure, or not! 

The carnality of believing human beings (for the most part) is 
witnessed by rebellious involvement with the world, through 
disobedience to the Biblical standard that we must come out from 
the midst of the world and be separate.2907 Within the superficiality 
of the world and flesh, words (rhetoric; worldly and empty chatter; 
chitchat) has replaced necessary truth; for multitudes fall prey to the 
schemes of Satan, who wills that human beings be kept from the 
spiritual reality which will save them. As superficial behavior brings 
forth increased superficiality which denies the in-depth spiritual 
relational reality, multitudes through skirting atop actual devotion 

2906 exampled—John 3:25-36.
2907 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; cf. James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
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have drawn unto themselves those who will teach according to the 
physical realm superficial mimic of the spiritual reality; this when 
accompanied by Satan’s schemes solidifies the damage which is 
caused to spiritual wellbeing, which brings forth increased rejection 
of the reality of God, for the sake of comfort which is found within 
fantasy and delusive disobedience. Acceptance of and submission to 
the reality of God is realized through disciplined devotional 
submission and obedience, as God both wills and works for His own 
good pleasure; whereas, denial and/or rejection of the reality of God 
is witnessed where the imperative of sanctification is rejected for the 
sake of living for the flesh and world, which is evidenced by the 
absence of God’s masterful righteous work because of: rebellion, 
rejection, opposition, and self-importance!2908  

Within the blinding effects (obscurity) of carnality and prideful 
self-importance, multitudes trust in everything which is separate 
from the reality of God!2909 Multitudes believe and trust in 
extraterrestrials, personal endeavor, technology, mammon, religion, 
and “self”; while believing they are children of God, although the 
reality of their fruits directly evinces that they do not trust in God, 
as carnality and the spiritual relational reality are diametrically 
opposed one to the other!2910 Because the fact remains that those 
who are led by the Lord are His legitimate (saved) children, whereas 
all others are not; the fact also remains that within the narcissism of 
prideful self-importance, multitudes within rebellion against the 
reality of God have denied the truth regarding the foe of 
righteousness (Satan) who seeks to spiritually murder multiple 
millions of individuals through deception and all that is of the flesh 
and world. Denial of the reality of God, and therefore also the 
imperative of being led by the Lord, has led multitudes to be 
spiritually destitute through the obscurity of ignorance and 
complacency; which emphasizes that all who live for the flesh and 
world are indeed held captive by Satan to deception, and the 
inevitable consequences of eternal torment which they refuse to 
acknowledge!2911 The primary truth which is most obscure to the 

2908 John 15:1-16:1.
2909 1 John 2:15-17.
2910 Galatians 5:16-26, specific vs. 16, 17; cf. Proverbs 3:5-7; 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:3-6.
2911 Romans 8:1-17; 1 Peter 5:8-11; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Revelation 12:9. 
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multitudes in these last days of blatant carnality and prideful self-
importance is this; to deny the reality of God is to deny reality; all 
who deny or reject reality (truth) will be deceived! The broad path 
of self-importance and denial of truth (reality) upon which multitudes 
have always tread is the broad path upon which Satan leads unto 
eternal spiritual destruction; the narrow path upon which the Lord 
leads is the narrow path upon which only a remnant (few) treads, 
which is the narrow path of spiritual: purpose, salvation, and eternal 
spiritual victory!2912  

Everyone has necessity to test, examine, and judge themselves 
rightly (righteously); for all who refuse these Biblical mandates 
remain intentionally ignorant, although ignorance leads to 
judgment!2913 The test which evinces a true legitimate child of God 
is habitual integrity (veracity; candor); for legitimate children of God 
can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth!2914 The 
necessary examination and judgment to ascertain being a legitimate 
child of God is—“self-denied”; for there is no place for “self” in 
church, or within a relationship with God!2915 The reason multitudes 
refuse to test, examine, and judge themselves righteously is because 
of cowardice regarding acceptance and acknowledgment of truth 
and reality regarding one’s existence; which happens to everyone 
who refuses to follow the Lord upon the narrow path which leads 
to salvation!2916 Being led by the Lord is everything to His legitimate 
children; for the Lord righteously leads in the light of truth and 
reality! The cowardice of the “self” absorbed multitudes, leads them 
upon the broad path of destruction; this derived from the fact that 
they choose to believe according to selfish volition, rather than 
according to the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God! The fact 
remains that God’s perfect love when manifested in the spirit of His 
legitimate children cast out all fear and cowardice; whereas all who 
are without God’s perfect manifest love remain fearful of truth, light, 
and forms of reality, which is the reason they choose to believe falsely 
according to carnal volition, no matter how far from the light of 

2912 Matthew 7:13-27; Hebrews 5:8-10.
2913 John 12:46-50.
2914 2 Corinthians 13:4-8.
2915 Matthew 16:24-27; 1 Corinthians 11:18-34.
2916 Revelation 21:8.
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truth and reality their chosen beliefs take them! Denial of “self” and 
being led by the Lord in the light of truth and reality are truly 
imperatives of our existence; for without these imperatives there is 
no proof of salvation!2917  

Because religious rhetoric has replaced the necessary truth of 
the reality of God, and because “self”-importance has taken 
precedence over humble submissive devotion unto God, the church 
since A.D. 1954 has closed the door to keep the Lord out of His own 
church.2918 Within the wickedness of staying the Lord (truth) from 
entering into the church, the reality of God and of the Christ (glory 
of Christ) has been denied and/or rejected for the sake of carnal 
comfort within manmade religiosity; this due to the reality that 
personal self-importance and self-gratification have replaced the 
imperative authority of the Lord, whereas also religious rhetoric 
has replaced truth. Although the fact remains that individuals must 
be drawn by God to know Jesus, and the confession unto salvation 
involves humble acquiescence to the authority of God in order to 
be saved; within the foolishness of narcissism to the point of 
believing ourselves to be of equal importance with God, the reality 
of God has been denied and/or rejected to the point that a simple 
acceptance of Jesus as Savior has become sufficient within 
deception; although within this absolute delusive behavior, the Lord 
is no longer worshipped in spirit and in truth, adored, revered, 
served, or actually appreciated! Just as Satan was cast from the 
heavens initially because of his pride which would settle for nothing 
less than being like (equal to) the Most High God, so also has 
multitudes of human beings through self-importance been held 
captive to the very same foolish adolescent stubborn and rebellious 
pride, which is opposed to the goodness and righteousness of God! 
All human beings who claim to know and love God, who yet refuse 
willingness to deny “self” so as to actually follow the Lord, are 
deceived by the depravity of their own deluded thinking processes; 
which is the final aspect of complete separation from God, as 
although God is patient to extremes, the foolishness of multitudes 
through self-importance have reached extremes which can longer 

2917 2 Timothy 3:1-5; cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.
2918 Laodicea—Revelation 3:14-22, specific v. 20.
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be tolerated or excused! All that remains for the human race (minus 
a remnant; few) in accordance to the righteousness of God is 
judgment; which will be severe beyond understanding. Amen, 
come Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20)! 

 
Insecurities: All human insecurities are derived from failing to have 2.
an appropriate righteous relationship with one’s Creator; for fleshly 
insecurities remain because of spiritual immaturities, by failure to 
submit to and trust in the Lord! The security which is found within 
the spiritual relational reality is the only form of actual security, by 
the grace, strength, and faithfulness of God; which will displace the 
insecurities which remain foundational to carnality! Within the 
righteous spiritual relational reality, we are led to realize that in and 
of ourselves we are weak and insignificant; whereas abiding in the 
Lord we receive His strength and masterful leadership, so as to both 
realize and fulfill the spiritual significance of our existence (walking 
by faith), which is abounding with grace accordant to the kind 
intention of God’s will.2919 Because the kind intention of God’s will 
is that we receive spiritual blessings unto both spiritual growth in 
the faith and fulfillment of spiritual purpose according to His 
anointing, the imperative of our existence is therefore spiritual, not 
carnal; therefore, a life lived carnally is a life devoid of God’s spiritual 
blessings, and this by the choices of the individual, as God cannot 
spiritually bless intentional chosen carnality (worldly and fleshly 
character)!2920 When led by the Lord, our corporeal existence is by 
stern discipline placed under the authority of God by choice, 
eventually unto adamancy; for by God’s righteous tutelage we realize 
that our bodies must be presented unto God as a living and holy 
sacrifice, for this is foundational to righteous spiritual service of 
worship.2921 Therefore, our mortal bodies are presented for service 
under the righteous masterful leadership of God; this service being 
for God not our mortal existence, thus we live for God not for 
“self”!2922 This is the righteous relational reality within which we 
receive: growth, exaltation, nurturing, masterful leadership, wisdom, 

2919 Romans 8:14; 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10; John 15:1-8.
2920 Ephesians 1:3-12; cf. James 4:4-6; Romans 8:12, 13.
2921 Romans 12:1-3.
2922 Matthew 6:19-34; Colossians 3:1-25.
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understanding, knowledge, and chastisement (when necessary); 
through literal fellowship with the Lord, which stays us upon the 
narrow path of God’s righteousness; upon which few have the 
courage to journey, for the journey is difficult and in need of much 
perseverance and righteous focus!2923 

When the aforementioned is not a matter of knowledge which is 
from the Lord; as simple understanding will not suffice, except to 
allow potential for the seeking of knowledge through humble acqui-
escence and devotion; carnality within delusional concept and 
assumption of spirituality is the best that can occur. Within but as-
sumption, concept, pretense, and conjecture regarding a spiritual 
reality, the flesh leads all endeavors pertaining to God; therefore, carnal 
religiosity leading to emotional puffing up within the endeavors of 
fantasy, allow the weaknesses of the flesh to lead in opposition to the 
potential spiritual strength which is from the Lord; thus the inherent 
insecurities of the flesh continue to reign supreme in an individual’s 
existence, as obscurity exists because the veil remains un-lifted!2924 
The primary reason that multitudes have never actually come to the 
spiritual relational reality is because of attempts to love the Lord with 
only the insincere selfish love which is of the flesh; for devotion and 
humble submission unto the Lord’s authority cannot occur when an 
individual’s love expects something in return (i.e. what’s in it for me)!  

The spiritual relational reality with God that saves us is all about 
God; our blessings are rendered and received within this reality! 
When “self” is not denied in all things pertaining to God and 
walking by faith, the reality remains that in selfishness we seek to be 
blessed by the Lord in our flesh aloof spirituality, although all that 
is of the flesh cannot please God!2925 When we fail to love the Lord 
first and foremost, by returning unto the Lord the love by which He 
loves us (selfless, sacrificial, unconditional); as the spiritual relational 
reality is all about God; we within carnal selfish love consider 
ourselves as equal or greater than the Lord God, for the pride and 
arrogance of our wretched nature (“self”) denies the imperative of 
righteous humble devotion and submissiveness unto God!2926 

2923 Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 8:11-15; Romans 2:5-11; 5:3-5; 8:24, 25; 15:4-6.
2924 Matthew 26:38-41; 2 Corinthians 3:12-18.
2925 Isaiah 64:6, 7.
2926 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9-12; cf. Romans 9:19-24.
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Believing ourselves to have authority over our own existence is truly 
an action derived from human insecurities; this occurring because 
we refuse to deny our own volition (personal carnal choices), so as 
to humbly and submissively allow the Lord to remove us from the 
domain of darkness which is under the authority of the ruler of this 
world (Satan), for deliverance into the realm of righteous light which 
is within the spiritual relational reality (in Christ)!2927 Because of 
denial regarding the imperatives of truth, light, and God’s 
righteousness manifest; therefore denial of the imperative of God’s 
work rendered and received; multitudes will perish within the 
fantasy foundational to human insecurities, for without denial of 
“self” (personal volition and motive) we remain captive to our flesh, 
which is easily led astray by the enticements of demonic instigation 
and influence. The darkness of this reality is eternal; for we must 
come out into the light of truth and reality in order to be saved!2928 
When the reality of God’s imperative “good” work is not taught 
prior to confessions unto salvation, then the glory of Christ is 
neither taught; this leading to confessions made foundational to 
ignorance devoid of actual understanding or knowledge! 

The reality pertaining to “denial of self” is simple, without will-
ingness to deny “self” (personal volition, carnal motives and desires) 
there is no chosen intention to submit unto the Lord’s authority for 
change; without a willingness to change, the Lord cannot and will 
not render the righteousness and strength for spiritual success over 
the means and ways of the flesh; without superiority of spirit led by 
the Holy Spirit over the flesh and its means and ways, individuals re-
main captive within themselves to chosen blatant carnality and all the 
insecurities thereof! Because the flesh is generally delusive and evasive 
within insecurities, the work of the devil is easily formulated and 
forthcoming; as those abounding with intentional selfish carnality 
will always look external of “self” to others, regarding matters of per-
sonal responsibilities, with a mentality foundational to bigotry, 
prejudice, evasion, and judgment; for stubborn adolescent pride uti-
lizes these tactics to deny personal: frailties, weaknesses, 
responsibilities, culpabilities, and guilt. When individuals abound with 

2927 John 1:5; 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35, 36, 44-50; cf. 2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
2928 Acts 26:16-18; Romans 13:12-14; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Colossians 1:9-14.
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human insecurities and spiritual immaturities, they refuse to test, 
judge, and examine themselves righteously; for they seek to deny the 
reality of their own sinful nature, which is contingent upon denial of 
the imperative of allowing God to both will and work for His own 
good pleasure (righteousness manifest). The reality of this action 
which is in accordance to personal cowardice can be witnessed by the 
individual’s evasion of accountability regarding personal unrighteous 
behavior, as they evade or deceive in efforts to avoid a reality of per-
sonal accountability which is accordant to the faith that they profess! 
Although this is quite prevalent in an undisciplined world which 
denies truth and personal responsibilities, the fact remains that God 
knows all things and is graciously willing to take individuals (make 
them free) beyond the foolishness of the flesh, if and when individuals 
volitionally choose to submit unto God, which forces resistance to 
the devil; thereby forcing him to flee because of the power of God’s 
might which is rendered unto those who are devotionally obedient! 
God has the power, might, wisdom and righteousness to bring forth 
spiritual success within individuals; yet this never occurs without de-
nial of “self” so as to submit to God’s masterful leadership and 
strength! A true devotional relationship with God leads to a life lived 
for God; whereas a self-centered relationship with God, leads to a 
life of delusion and evasion pertaining to a righteous reality, as we 
believe our self-importance to be of utmost demand! 

When individuals attempt to come to Christ without being drawn 
by the Father, they do so in attempts to be saved from the wages of 
sin while living for the flesh; therefore, individuals who attempt this 
(multitudes; multiple millions), attempt to be saved without the di-
vine work of God! Why would anyone attempt such a foolish and 
vain approach to God? The answer is simple; because of the blatant 
selfishness which is foundational to human insecurities, which are 
foundational to the flesh! Because human insecurities are founda-
tional to the “me,” “myself,” and “I” of narcissism which is in 
opposition to the “we,” “us,” and “our” of Biblical unity, attempts to 
approach a relationship with God is attempted within the darkness 
of delusion and therefore not foundational to the grace of God; for 
although the grace (unmerited favor) of God is an immense free gift, 
it is neither rendered or received through prideful selfish demand 
or one’s deluding attempts! When Jesus said… “If anyone wishes to 
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come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me” (NASB; Matthew 16:24); this is not a request, for the path upon 
which the Lord leads is the path to salvation! This fact is evidenced 
and realized by the fact that those who will humbly acquiesce (by 
denying personal volition) to the divine work of God will be saved, 
whereas those who seek to be saved by selfish ambition (full of “self”) 
will not!2929 This reality makes evident why multitudes will be left 
behind at the time God’s legitimate children are caught up (Rapture); 
although believing themselves to be saved, while attempting to blame 
God for the reality!2930 To delusively avoid this reality, multitudes 
have gathered unto themselves teachers who instruct according to 
the human fleshly desires and whims; not realizing the darkness, 
within which they journey henceforth by their own choosing, is unto 
captivity to Satan’s intentions and deceptions to murder them spir-
itually!2931 Although human works are irrelevant pertaining to 
salvation, the work of God is imperative; for it is the Lord who makes 
individuals free from the domain of darkness upon the well-lit path 
of His masterful righteous leadership, yet it is our responsibility (and 
blessing) to follow Him! 

The primary defense mechanism which is evidenced in spiritual 
and fleshly insecure and immature individuals is pride; for as pride 
causes opposition to God, it easily leads individuals to deny the 
immaturity of their faith and insecurities which abound within the 
flesh. Because God is opposed to foolish adolescent pride, which 
abounds with stubbornness, rebellion, self-importance, and obscurity, 
there can be no deliverance by the Lord; for in failing to deny “self” 
which is the foundation of foolish pride, the individual is fully 
culpable and accountable for the inevitable outcome. Although God 
knows all things, even to the core of motive and intent within all 
human beings; countless multitudes evade the truth regarding 
themselves, feeling within the darkness of personal delusive character 
that the truth is what they choose it to be, although aloof reality. 
Within the insecurities of flesh and false hope, when attempting to 
obscure the light of truth regarding oneself, multitudes impugn the 

2929 Matthew 16:25-27.
2930 Matthew 7:21-23; Revelation 16:9-11, 21.
2931 John 8:39-45; 2 Timothy 2:3, 4; 2 Peter 2:1-3.
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reality of physical and/or spiritual stature; prideful in holding to a 
fantasy by evasion, thereby denying the light of truth and therefore 
the imperative necessity of God. Can we actually receive deliverance 
by God within a chosen deluded existence, when the reality of God 
is evaded or renounced through prideful denial? 

Although it is absolutely possible to do the right thing for the right 
reason by God’s manifest righteousness, it is also absolutely possible 
to do the right thing for the wrong reason, when led by the flesh 
within the obscurity of pride and insecurities! Multitudes of human 
beings in failing to judge or test themselves rightly according to 
Gospel righteous standards, endeavor continually without notion or 
concern as to the spiritual consequence; within this statement it must 
be understood that a righteous relationship with God (relational 
reality) is spiritual, not carnal.2932 When failing to love God accordant 
to devotion, we as humans fulfill our own volition generally without 
consideration of Gospel standard or the kind intention of God’s will; 
therefore, we go forward within carnal focus to fulfill the intentions 
of our flesh (“self”); whether for the right reason or wrong reason, 
makes no difference, as long as our own volition is fulfilled according 
to personal motive and intent! Within this prevalent behavior, an 
extreme superficiality exists which blinds us to the fact that as 
legitimate children we must be led by God for fulfillment of His 
manifest righteousness; for without this reality we are endeavoring 
solely in and of the flesh, which abounds with insecurities due to the 
lack of concern for the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God!2933 
Please remember—without intentional denial of “self,” derived from 
devotional love for the Lord, there is no willingness (personal 
volition) to follow and obey the will of God; although being led by 
God is the imperative for both security and salvation!2934 Some 
examples of the aforementioned right / wrong are: 

Physical Strength Although it is righteous (right reason) to a.
work with appropriate diligence to keep our mortal bodies 
(temple of God) cleansed and strengthened for righteous 

2932 John 4:20-24; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; example specifics—1 Corinthians 11:18-34; 
2 Corinthians 13:5-8.

2933 Romans 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Ephesians 6:5, 6; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7; 
Hebrews 10:36-39; 1 Peter 4:19.

2934 Matthew 16:24-26; Romans 8:14-17; cf. Hebrews 3:7-4:10; 5:8-10.
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sacrificial service unto the Lord; this same endeavor can be 
accomplished un-righteously in and for the flesh according to 
prideful motive and intent (wrong reason). The former en-
deavor is fulfilled humbly and sacrificially, whereas the latter 
is fulfilled in attempts to prove corporeal purpose through 
physical strength and/or bulk; the latter generally being to 
conceal fleshly insecurities and spiritual immaturity which 
lead to spiritual depravity, and this according to Satan’s delu-
sive intentions to murder the individuals spiritually! The 
spiritual destitution is proven when the individuals believe 
and emphasize their overall (physical, emotional, spiritual) 
strength to be proven by shear corporeal bulk and/or stamina, 
although denying the reality of their own overall demeanor to 
be witnessed with the passing of time! This demonstrates the 
aforementioned superficiality which obscures the light of 
truth and reality, especially when combined with adolescent 
stubborn pride; for this is proven as the endeavors point and 
lead continually back unto one’s own flesh (“self”)! When the 
cleansing and strengthening has been accomplished right-
eously (right reason), all endeavors prior and subsequent 
point unto the Lord by repeated righteous focus, intent, moti-
vation, and proclamations; all of which point and lead away 
from oneself, to emphasize the Lord in: thought, word, and 
deed! As God witnesses reality at all times, even to the core of 
motive and intent, the difference between fulfillment of God’s 
righteousness (right doing; right reason) and human un-right-
eousness (right doing; wrong reason) is huge and undeniable! 

 
Personal Note: Attempting to prove one’s significance through physical 
strength (right doing; wrong reason), occurs because of carnal insecu-
rities; believing oneself to hold the strength and stamina for ultimate 
success (prideful arrogance unto deliverance). The reality is actually in 
accordance to the fleshly notion of “Macho”; which is—“the foolishly 
prideful behavior of insecure individuals attempting to prove maturity 
as by absurdity!” My personal definition.  

 
Giving / Alms—Right doing for the right or wrong reason b.
Biblically explained. 
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GIVING 

Although it is righteous (right thing; right reason) to financially sup-
port church leadership; if they have been called of God; and those who 
have dire need (poor, widowed, orphaned, neglected); it is the purity 
of motive and intent in giving, which makes the endeavor righteous!2935 
The same monies may be given un-righteously (right thing; wrong 
reason), if personal notice or personal financial gains are within the 
motive and intent.2936 As can be noted by the 2 Corinthians 9:6, 7 
verses, the standard by which giving is righteous, is when giving as 
purposed in one’s heart; never grudgingly or under compulsion, as 
God loves a cheerful giver. 

When in a congregational setting, if the word “tithe” is rendered 
from the pulpit; although the “tithe” ceased when the dispensation of 
the Law ended with the spoken ministry of the Christ; the word is men-
tioned in attempts to render compulsion in giving.2937 When this occurs, 
the individual making mention of the “tithe” is actually sinning against 
the congregation; for they are violating the Gospel standard for the 
sake of monetary gains! For information sake, the “tithe” was the 10% 
rendered by eleven tribes of Israel to support the Levites, whose inher-
itance by the Lord was their devotional servanthood for the Lord.2938 
The Levites then rendered 10% (tithe of the tithe) unto the Levitical 
Priesthood; all of which was for the support and servitude of the Levites 
pertaining to the tent of meeting and Lord’s Temple (Solomon’s 
Temple), which came to a final end in A.D. 70 with destruction of the 
Temple, which was burned by the Romans.2939 The Temple of God 
(Solomon’s Temple) had to be destroyed, so as to put full closure to all 
attempts to worship God as through prior designated physical realm 
religion which was in accordance to the Levitical Law; for with the 
coming of the Messiah unto manifest reality (Christ), true worship of 
God has been in spirit and in truth (within the spiritual relational real-
ity), which negates the former physical realm religion which pointed 
to the blessing of the prophesied Messiah of promise! As the New 
Testament “temple of God” is actually the corporeal bodies of God’s 

2935 1 Corinthians 13:3-7; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; James 1:27. 
2936 1 Timothy 6:1-19.
2937 cf. Galatians 3:19-26.
2938 Numbers 18:20-24.
2939 Numbers 18:25-32.
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legitimate children, to even mention the “tithe” is absurd at best; by 
those who serve mammon; not God!2940 Those who are not called of 
God to pulpit service, and those who serve mammon not God, contin-
ually attempt to attach the Levitical Law of Old Testament antiquity 
with the “faith” based spiritual relational reality of New Testament ful-
fillment; because of the distinct 10% tithe of old for the purpose of 
financial gains; although the standards of worship pertaining to antiquity 
and the standards of worship pertaining to the “faith” based spiritual 
reality fulfillment are entirely two separate and distinct standards! 

To avoid being caught in one’s transgression by emphasis upon com-
pulsory giving, by those who understand Biblical standards; many 
Pastors and ministers have placed emphasis upon the sin of “coveting” 
to maintain servanthood unto mammon.2941 The way which this is ac-
complished is to bypass giving grudgingly by the promises rendered 
unto others by God (Job; Abraham); which is to say that individuals will 
receive back fifty to one hundred times more than what they have given, 
in accordance to blessings which were rendered unto Job and Abraham. 
The absurdity of this is evidenced by the fact that Job was the most 
righteous human being on planet earth, and Abraham was the father of 
many nations!2942 As can be witnessed by the aforementioned, to give 
righteously is to give joyously from one’s heart; all else is derived from 
the foolishness of human idolatry!2943 

ALMS 

To render unto those in need is both appropriate and righteous; if and 
only if it is accomplished selflessly; which is appropriate in the Lord!2944 
To render alms selfishly, is to render necessity unto others for personal 
carnal reasons; such as tax write-offs, personal notice or exultation, 
and/or to feel good about oneself.  

The simple fact remains, when we devotionally love the Lord we 
will do the right thing for the right reason; whereas to be void of right-
eous love for the Lord, all right doing will be for the wrong reason! As 
has been of mention repeatedly throughout the book, the command-

2940 Matthew 6:19-24, emphasis v. 24; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17.
2941 Exodus 20:17; Matthew 6:24; 2 Corinthians 9:7.
2942 Job 1:8; Romans 4:13-18.
2943 Colossians 3:5.
2944 Matthew 6:3, 4.
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ment to love the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength 
(fully and completely; first and foremost) was rendered by God right-
eously (right doing; right reason); for our Creator knows all things about 
us, and seeks to deliver us from the immaturities, insecurities, and dis-
obedience of blatant carnality, by the strength and beauty of His 
sufficient grace! Without true devotional love for the Lord, there is no 
humble submission or desire to follow the Lord; therefore, as those 
who are led by the Lord are truly His legitimate children and all others 
are not, if the essence of our existence is not willing to follow His mas-
terful and grace abounding leadership; how can He lead us to freedom, 
victory, and right doing for the right reason! 

SORCERY (GREEK: PHARMAKEIA;  

ENGLISH: PHARMACY, PHARMACEUTICS) 

We all know that drugs with righteous intent are for the benefit of our 
mortal bodies (right reason). We also know that utilization of drugs for 
wrong reasons can lead to physical and mental depravity, sickness, and 
even death. What most individuals do not realize is that Satan has and 
will continue to instigate and influence the use of drugs wrongly, as part 
of his scheme to deceive the whole world (minus the remnant; God’s 
legitimate children); for the purpose of spiritual death!2945 Within 
Satan’s scheme, he also holds the intention to stop legitimate children 
of God from righteous servitude and maintained freedom in Christ! 

When drugs are misused for personal selfish reasons or by overindul-
gence, they hinder an individual’s ability to think clearly; this creating a 
welcome mat for Satan’s intentions to become a reality, as by obscurity 
regarding the light of truth! Without the ability to think and reason 
clearly, individuals cannot humbly and righteously submit unto God 
during a confession unto salvation; this leading to a foundation for life-
long instigated bondage to deception, from which multitudes will never 
escape!2946 Within this bondage, multitudes will be led (by Satan) to be-
lieve the deceptions of human religiosity to be sufficient for salvation; 
for through the obscurity caused by drugs, they will never realize, or will 
forget the imperative of being led by God; which never happens when 
our thinking processes have become clouded by unrighteous use of 

2945 ref. Revelation 9:20, 21; 18:22-24.
2946 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.
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“sorcery” (drugs)! As the veil of obscurity is lifted in Christ; the work of 
Satan is made evident when “sorcery” (drugs) is utilized to obscure 
(cloud) the light of truth; for to be led by God, we must remain in the 
light of truth, as God never leaves the light of truth and reality!2947 When 
a legitimate child of God falls prey to the wiles of Satan by un-righteous 
use of drugs, they also may fall prey to addiction; therefore, as a drug 
addict the legitimate child of God can no longer be obedient to God, 
thus they can no longer be led for righteous fulfillment of spiritual pur-
pose and service! Once again, true disciplined devotional love for God 
could have been a powerful motivating factor, which strengthened the 
individual away from the addiction before it ever happened; yet by refusal 
to deny “self” and thereby refusal to follow and obey the Lord, bondage 
becomes the end result! This fact emphasizes the reality regarding the 
imperative to love the Lord wholly for fulfillment of purpose and service, 
spiritual success and victory; for all forms of bondage and captivity away 
from the necessary spirituality (walking by faith) foundationally come 
from failure to stand firm upon the foundation of our existence which is 
Christ Jesus the Lord!  

Without denial of “self” there can be no devotional focus upon the 
Lord; without devotional focus upon the Lord there can be no dis-
ciplined obedience unto humble submission; without humble 
submission there is absolutely no potential to follow the Lord and re-
ceive His instruction, masterful leadership, nurturing, chastisements 
(when necessary), deliverance from bondage, and victory! All that is of 
this world can be utilized by Satan to deceive, take captive, distract, 
discourage, and bring forth spiritual death; therefore, those who live 
for the flesh and the world will potentially perish, eternally!2948 The 
one characteristic of our wretched nature (volitional self) which Satan 
has no need to entice or influence, is foolish adolescent pride; for be-
cause of the insolent, stubborn and rebellious nature of pride, 
individuals who refuse to deny “self” volitionally cause opposition with 
God, thereby making void all potential for God’s blessings, and this 
they do by choice!  

Without raising a child in the admonitions of the Lord, pride and 
foolishness assuredly abounds, this leading to generations of 

2947 1 John 1:5-10.
2948 Romans 8:6-14, specific vs. 13, 14.
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un-disciplined individuals who are susceptible to every scheme and de-
sire of Satan.2949 As sorcery will be a primary weapon within Satan’s 
arsenal of schemes in these end times, overindulgences of drugs 
(sorcery) will lead to addictions, which by obscurity will cloud the 
minds of multitudes; staying them from the spiritual relational reality 
which would have saved and led them unto spiritual success and vic-
tory!2950 It is certain that where “sorcery” is concerned, a great and real 
danger will occur if the uses of drugs are utilized for the wrong reasons! 
Although the world is abounding with harshness, wretchedness, mean-
ness, and forms of idolatry which many would seek to avoid by denial; 
utilizing sorcery (drugs) as a means of accomplishing denial only adds 
to the problem, as to walk with the Lord we must remain in light of 
truth and reality, lest the necessary spiritual blessings of God be forfeit 
as well! 

INSECURITIES SUMMATION 

Human insecurities lead to many downfalls in life; the most substantial 
downfall being spiritual degradation and destruction, which occurs when 
falling prey to Satan’s scheme to deceive the whole world (minus the 
remnant) and spiritually murder its inhabitants! A righteous relationship 
with the Lord (spiritual relational reality), allows God to displace the 
un-righteous deeds of our flesh by the implantation (instilling by degree) 
of the fruit of the Holy Spirit; which occurs only during times of devo-
tional humble submissiveness. An additional blessing of the Holy Spirit’s 
indwelling also includes the power of God’s might that we may fight 
the good fight of the faith!2951  

All of the commandments of God are for our betterment, and obe-
dience to God’s righteous leadership and nurturing! Because all of God’s 
commandments, and more specifically His commandment to love Him 
first and foremost were rendered for our existence as obedient and de-
votional legitimate children; the Lord rendered instruction never 
utilizing the word—“please,” for if we truly love Him, and are loved by 
Him, we will submit to obey Him!2952 As is being revealed repeatedly 

2949 Proverbs 8:13; 11:2; 13:24; 16:18, 19; 21:24; 22:15; 23:13, 14; 29:15, 23.
2950 1 Timothy 4:7-11; cf. 1 John 5:1-5.
2951 Galatians 5:19-23.
2952 John 3:3-7, 36; Acts 5:32; Romans 2:5-8; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8; Hebrews 5:8-10; 

cf. Hebrews 12:5-8.
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in this chapter, the Lord loves us and hopes the best for us by His mas-
terful leadership, and training in righteousness!2953 When we volitionally 
choose not to deny “self,” our actions emphasize equality with our 
Creator; this leading to prideful arrogance and disobedience by our 
choice to delude ourselves by denial of the righteous imperatives set 
forth by God!2954 The un-righteous wretchedness of our sinful nature 
(carnal volitional “self”), and the schemes of Satan can hold us captive 
to sin and deceptive depravity; whereas the Lord God of all creation 
can release us from the depravity of sin and deception and make us free; 
to which we will submit is a matter of personal choice!2955 Without 
humble submission unto the Lord, there cannot be deliverance from 
the abounding insecurities within the flesh, which easily blinds us re-
garding the righteousness, goodness, and beauty of God; please submit 
therefore unto the Lord!2956 The best way for humble devotional sub-
mission and obedience to occur is complete and utter abandonment of 
personal carnal volition (“self”); please approach God’s throne of grace 
boldly for this reason, and receive His merciful, kind, and gracious de-
liverance!2957 Absolute humility and submissiveness are the imperatives 
of this endeavor! 

SUMMATION—CORRELATION OF FACTS 

God is spirit; nothing foundational to our flesh or the world can please 
God!2958 That which is of the flesh, and that which is of the Spirit, are 
in opposition one to the other; therefore, the reality remains that we 
must be willing to surrender all that is foundational to the flesh, in order 
to be led by God into the spiritual reality!2959 This truth is the reason 
that the righteous confession of faith unto salvation is foundational to 
truth regarding a willingness to accept and acknowledge “Jesus as Lord” 
of one’s existence; which far surpasses the deception of simply accepting 
Jesus as Savior, for within this deception there is no imperative for self-
less submission!2960 Without the reality and willingness of selfless 

2953 2 Timothy 2:1-3:17.
2954 Isaiah 29:15,40:25-31; 16; Matthew 7:16-20.
2955 John 8:31-36; Romans 6:1-23; 1 Peter 5:8-11.
2956 James 4:7-10.
2957 Hebrews 4:11-16; cf. 12:1-3.
2958 Isaiah 64:6; John 4:20-24; James 4:4-6; 1 John 2:15-17.
2959 Galatians 5:17, 18. 
2960 Romans 10:8-13; 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11.
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devotional submission even unto surrender, God cannot lead us to the 
spiritual relational reality; within which we are sealed, saved, led, trained, 
and secured for all eternity!2961 Without a willingness to go beyond 
“self” and that which is of the world, the spiritual relational reality will 
dwindle or never occur; neither will our being led by God to spiritual 
growth and maturity occur (if already adopted, sealed, and saved) during 
times when “self” is not denied, as without denial of “self” willingness 
to follow the Lord ceases!2962 Beyond what seems to be a current form 
of deluding influence and effect, in believing a short visit to a church 
congregational setting constitutes walking by faith in following the 
Lord; the reality yet remains that following the Lord is a daily endeavor 
of Christian corporeal existence, as we follow the Lord for training and 
preparation for eternity in His kingdom! Actual spirituality (being led 
by God accordant to walking by faith) is a foundational basis of one’s 
existence; which far surpasses a concept of God while living for the 
flesh! God cannot lead us, if we are not willing to follow, for God’s mas-
terful righteous leadership is accordant to the kind intention of His 
good, acceptable, and perfect will; never according to our carnal selfish 
volition! Because God leads upon the narrow path of salvation, which 
is the path of fulfillment of the spiritual relational reality, an imperative 
exists that we change our thinking processes for alignment with this 
fact; for without being transformed by the renewing of our minds 
(thought processes according to devotional obedience to God), we will 
not continue to deny “self” so as to maintain devotional humility to 
focus upon and follow the Lord!2963 Being devotionally diligent to deny 
“self” daily (moment by moment) in order to follow the Lord is imper-
ative; maintaining love for God first and foremost is the motivation 
which allows fulfillment of this imperative, knowing that God alone 
can manifest fruit in us (His) which brings forth righteousness and good-
ness!2964 The reality of staying one’s journeys to remain upon the narrow 
path of God’s righteousness is summed up by the statement—“pray 
without ceasing”; for again this indicates a focus and trust in the Lord 
with continual thanksgiving, for spiritual success while in our corporeal 

2961 Romans 8:14-17; 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; Ephesians 1:9-14; 4:30; 2 Timothy 2:19.
2962 Matthew 16:24-27.
2963 John 3:3-8; Romans 2:4-8; 12:1-3.
2964 Matthew 22:36-40; Philippians 1:6; 2:12-16; Romans 10:1-4; Mark 10:18; 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
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bodies, which is foundational to devotional love for the Lord; which 
will never happen as long as we continue to constantly trust in our-
selves!2965 Our purpose in accordance to the kind intention of God’s 
will is spiritual, not carnal; without fulfilling the imperative to deny 
“self,” the leadership of God cannot occur, as we are not willing to fol-
low! Although the Lord seeks to spiritually bless us for training 
pertaining to His kingdom, are we maintaining our forward straight 
motion upon the narrow path of His righteousness so as to receive the 
blessings; or are we turning to and fro upon the broad path of spiritual 
destruction, so as to live for the flesh while expecting God to bless our 
disobedience? Without the leadership of God there can be no spiritual 
edification or growth, thus spiritual stumbling and depravity occur! 
Without God’s strength and nurturing leadership unto security in 
Christ, the insecurities of the flesh will always return and abound; for 
there is no surety or security within anything that is certain to perish!2966 
If we truly trust God, we will take the Gospel seriously, which is another 
reason accuracy of translation is very important; for if we are not living 
according to the Gospel standards of reality, our doubts yet abound 
pertaining to the Gospel truth!2967 Ignorance pertaining to the Gospel 
is no excuse! 

The only surety and security we have in our mortal (corporeal) 
bodies is because of the faithfulness of God; which is foundational to 
the reality of God! Without God’s powerful righteous work within His 
legitimate children (actual Christians; those who are “Christ-like”), 
which is due to the reality of God’s indwelling, religious uncertainty 
and carnal insecurities remain, along with avoidance of any confidence 
foundational to faith and truth; for nothing of the world or of our flesh 
holds promise or surety, as the Lord does not bless carnal religiosity or 
selfish expectations; therefore, to live for the flesh and for the world 
holds only the reality of righteous judgment.2968 Without a devotional 
willingness to spiritually follow the Lord, there is no possibility of hum-
ble submission of the flesh to one’s spirit, which in turn is led by God; 
this proven as “self” (carnal selfish volition) must be denied, for the pos-
sibility of being led and following to occur in reality!2969 

2965 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; cf. Proverbs 4:23-27; Matthew 7:13-27.
2966 Colossians 2:18-23; cf. 2 Peter 2:4-22; 1 Corinthians 15:47-50.
2967 Romans 1:16, 17; 2 Timothy 1:8-12; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17; Hebrews 2:10-18.
2968 Hebrews 10:26-31, 35-39.
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There are two distinct natures of our existence in accordance to the 1.
beauty and goodness of God’s unique and precise creativity. 

Pertaining to each nature—flesh / spirit, God our Creator has •
allowed enticements and influences to affect each of the distinct 
two natures; with volition within each being to decide which 
nature will be dominant and which will be passive; the primary 
volitional choice holding the potential for leadership, with the 
other holding only the ability to follow, unless there is a change 
of thinking processes and focus. This was according to God’s 
just creation, in accordance to His good, acceptable, and perfect 
will; for this reason a decisive choice for God can never be 
associated with indecision which is formed by double-
mindedness; as within failure in this regard the flesh will never 
be spiritually forced into submitting to the will of God.  
Within God’s knowledge of all things, as He is the Creator of •
all things including living beings (with volition and two 
natures—corporeal and spirit) and living creatures (without 
volition and only one nature—corporeal); the Creator justly 
implanted (by creation) in the former (beings; humans and 
angels) the ability to decide and volitionally choose, with 
ultimate accountability unto the Creator for the volitional 
choices and ultimate decisions made.  

 
One is the nature of the flesh or physical structure, and the other is 2.
the nature of the spirit.  

Within the nature of the flesh is found great potential toward •
selfishness, depravity, lawlessness / sin, wretchedness, impurity, 
lewdness, and faithlessness; for in and of itself (physical 
structure existence), is found the same potential which is of the 
world (multitudes of structured beings); all of which are under 
the potential influence of Satan, who by the righteous authority 
of God in accordance to His good, acceptable and perfect will, 
was granted authority over all that is of the physical realm upon 
the earth (carnality). Within this is should be understood that 
there are two powerful forces with the ability to act against the 
nature of the spirit; these two forces being—the sinful nature, 

2969 Romans 8:12-14; Matthew 16:24.
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and demonic influence, both of which being of wretchedness 
and impurity which is of darkness. 
Within the nature of the spirit is found great potential toward •
selflessness, righteousness, holiness, purity, goodness, and 
faithfulness; all of which are solely under the authority, power, 
and influence of God within the spiritual relational reality. 
Whereas the flesh can be enticed and influenced by all that is of 
a physical existence, including the demonic forces which by the 
authority of God were granted authority over the same, which 
includes the nature of sin found within the flesh; the nature of 
the spirit within a being’s existence can only be righteously 
influenced and empowered by the Lord God who created both 
natures. The reality is therefore that the spiritual relational 
reality is led, empowered, nurtured, and fulfilled by the will and 
work of God by His indwelling; whereas all that is of a physical 
realm religious mimic is easily influenced by demons, with 
fulfillment in the flesh!2970 The world abounds within 
unrighteous compromise, because denial of the imperative of 
spiritual strength, leads to weakness within the flesh! Being led 
by the Lord is a matter foundational to submissive reverence 
and devotion by choice; being led carnally occurs anytime a 
decision for God has never been made with devotional 
certainty! Those who are led by God are His legitimate 
children; whereas those who are religious in the flesh while 
claiming to love and know God spiritually are deceived into 
living a deception! Satan is the father of deception (lies); 
therefore, all who remain involved in the religious mimic of the 
spiritual relational reality are in fact held captive by their father 
(Satan) to remain in bondage to the flesh and world, while 
deluding themselves in attempts to evade the reality!2971 The 
reality of the attempted mimic is demonstrated as religiously 
deceived individuals constantly attempt to emulate the 
righteousness of God, attempt to explain spiritual matters via 
human intellect and reason, and seek spiritual answers through 
physical realm religiosity; all of which is done solely in the flesh, 

2970 Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.
2971 John 8:44; 1 John 3:1-18; James 1:22-25; cf. 1 John 1:5-10.
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with but a concept of spirituality! With this knowledge, it is 
quite easy to understand why “religion” is the primary means by 
which Satan deceives the whole world, minus the remnant that 
are actually indwelled by God, trained by God, led by God, and 
there also sealed by God for the day of redemption! 

 
Although Satan was allowed authority over the physical earth and the 3.
physical nature of our existence which is the flesh (structure); Satan 
has never been allowed authority over the spiritual nature of our 
existence; for the spiritual nature was created for the purpose of an 
existence with the Creator (who is Spirit), which is the reason that a 
measure of faith was given to each. Apart from the Creator, in 
accordance to the primary decisions and/or volitional choices of the 
being, the measure of faith is not utilized righteously, but rather in a 
manner to place belief in something which is under the authority of 
Satan, which involves the flesh. The righteous outcome to believe 
according to the reason God rendered a measure of faith unto each, 
finds fulfillment unto spiritual success and victory only by the grace 
of God through legitimate adoption into God’s family (by God’s 
indwelling); this being the reason why our corporal motivations must 
be in conjunction with loving the Lord first and foremost, if our focus, 
actions, and intentions are to remain righteous; for the righteousness 
is God’s, with manifested fulfillment through humble devotional 
acquiescence and obedience, as God both wills and works for His own 
good pleasure within those who are willing to obey Him!2972 

The specific point between humanity’s flesh and spirit is •
volition; which in our corporeal bodies is of the mind, where 
decisions are made pro or con regarding that which is of the 
flesh and that which is of the spirit. Satan has been granted 
authority to entice the thinking processes of the mind in 
accordance to all physical aspects of which he has been granted 
authority; yet has not been granted authority over volition 
where final decisions are founded. For this reason, Satan has 
authority to place thoughts for the purpose of enticing 
wretchedness according to the physical aspects of existence; yet 
cannot read thoughts, as this could potentially sway volition. 

2972 Matthew 22:36-40; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Hebrews 5:8-10.
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Satan has not been allowed to sway or influence volition •
directly, as volition holds the authority over the final decision 
regarding a being’s eternal existence; for it is an individual’s 
volition to seek truth within the spiritual relational reality by 
submission unto God, or continue to live for the flesh while 
remaining deceived regarding spiritual matters; this being the 
reason why “double-mindedness” is extremely detrimental to 
any spiritual reality!2973 As God has knowledge of all that is of 
His creation; this knowledge also includes absolute precision 
regarding: volition, motives, and desires. If Satan was given 
authority by God to read a being’s thoughts, and thereby the 
ability to sway volition and final decisions and choices, the 
possibilities and potential of a being’s eternal state would be dire 
and bleak; as Satan by volitional choice and final decision holds 
to only evil and unrighteousness. This statement is pertaining 
solely to those who desire a relationship with God, through 
realizing the goodness and righteousness of God through 
observation; for once an individual is drawn by God to accept 
Jesus as Lord, nothing can interfere with God’s righteous and 
grace abounding work! 
Because God our Creator is absolutely holy, pure, righteous, •
faithful and just, and thereby has the ability for beautiful good-
ness, He and He alone has the ability to read thoughts; within 
this God and God alone can sway volition in accordance to pure 
light, truth and reality, as God desires that His living beings 
(humans) be allowed an eternity of: holiness, righteousness, pu-
rity, and goodness; all of which are within the spiritual relational 
reality, in accordance to the kind intention of God’s will in crea-
tion. It should be understood, because God willed the reality of 
existence accordant to His nature, He has ultimate authority 
throughout the entirety of all creation; therefore, foreknowl-
edge of all that is resolute regarding all volitional beings.2974 
The fact of this matter is proven by the reality that all who are 
drawn by God and accept His authority by devotional submis-
sion and obedience, actually come to the spiritual relational 

2973 James 1:2-8, specific vs. 7, 8; 4:3-10.
2974 John 2:24, 25.
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reality; whereas those who are “double-minded” and abounding 
with “self” will not, as they remain selfishly opposed to God 
through their own “self” indulgent importance!2975 

 
Just as by God’s creation, human beings have two distinct natures, 4.
so also do angels; for they can be seen or unseen, according to the 
choice of the being, or in accordance to the righteous will and 
intention of God.2976 

According to God’s just creation, He created in angels the same •
potential and possibilities according to volitional choices and 
final decisions, as He created within human beings. Angels can 
volitionally choose and finally decide to follow and obey God 
unto a righteous resolution; or they can volitionally choose and 
finally decide to rebel against God unto disobedience and a 
terribly unrighteous resolution; heavenly angels each chose the 
former, whereas fallen angels (demons) chose the latter. 
In a like manner, human beings can volitionally choose and fi-•
nally decide to follow and obey God unto a resolution of holiness 
and purity according to the kind intention of God’s will that none 
should perish; or each may volitionally choose and finally decide 
to rebel against God in disobedience to the kind intention of His 
will, unto a resolution of eternal torment. All must realize that 
the eternal reality will be because of personal volitional choices, 
and final decisions; for God can never be blamed for the eternal 
outcome, when the reality was because of final decisions which 
were in accordance to a volitionally resolute chosen character. 

 
Just as there are two distinct natures to our existence (flesh / spirit), 5.
so also there are two distinct possibilities within our two natures 
(obedience to flesh or spirit); for the flesh holds great potential 
toward all that is opposing to God; whereas the spirit holds great 
potential by God, when led and empowered by God’s indwelling 
(Holy Spirit).2977 

2975 John 1:10-13; 6:39-45; Romans 10:8-13; cf. Hebrews 5:8-10.
2976 examples - Genesis 6:4; cf. Job 1:6; Jude 1:6; Matthew 1:20; 2:13; Luke 1:11-14; cf. 

Hebrews 13:2.
2977 Matthew 26:41; John 15:5; Romans 8:5-8; 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4; Galatians 5:16-25; 

Ephesians 2:3-10.
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The true strength of human beings, by creation, is found within •
the spiritual possibility which is realized only within a personal 
relationship (spiritual relational reality) with our Creator; this 
being initially according to confessed acceptance and obedience 
of and unto the authority of the Lord Jesus (“Jesus as Lord”).2978 
The fact that God is the Creator of all things is undeniable, and 
this by the reality of precise design in creation.2979 Therefore, 
when we realize the immensity of the Lord God, we can either 
deny the reality which leads to wretchedness and rebellion 
within chosen ignorance and complacency, or we can 
acknowledge the one true astounding God and thereby accept 
reality!2980 To deny the reality of God is to deny truth; 
therefore, anyone choosing to deny the righteous and pure 
reality of God in the light of truth, has also by choice placed a 
distinct welcome for any or all forms of deception! Within 
acceptance of the reality of God, we can choose to continue 
living for the flesh, which allows worsening of our 
wretchedness; or we can accept the fact of our wretched carnal 
existence, and henceforth choose to realize the imperative of a 
personal relationship with God, for the purpose of change in 
righteousness.2981 Anyone who chooses complacency within 
living for the flesh, has intentionally rejected the purity and 
righteousness of God; for as God is witnessed within the beauty 
and precision of creation, so also has a basis of good and evil 
been placed within each and every human being; therefore, 
rejection of God is also violation of the law of good and evil 
placed within each, which leads to intentional rebellion against 
the reality of God!2982 There is absolutely no excuse by anyone 
for such an act of rebellious rejection of reality; therefore, the 
righteousness of God will abound in judgment! The reality 
remains, we can either submit unto God for spiritual fulfillment 
of our purpose in creation, which will force Satan to flee from 

2978 Romans 10:8-10.
2979 Romans 1:18-20.
2980 Romans 1:21-23.
2981 Romans 1:24-32; exampled - 1 Corinthians 11:26-32; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-24.
2982 Romans 2:14-16.
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us; or we can deny God by living for the flesh, which welcomes 
Satan to: deceive, entice, influence, coerce, and lead us astray 
within carnality! A remnant devotionally chooses the former; 
whereas multitudes rebelliously (within “self”-importance) 
choose the latter! 

 
Quick arrogance: When prideful behavior is maintained as a 3.
defense mechanism to deny spiritual and fleshly immaturity and 
insecurity, blatant arrogance is generally an immediate result! This 
can be witnessed (evidenced) when individuals make confident 
assertions regarding matters of which they have little or no 
understanding; yet claiming vast knowledge, although their own 
words demonstrate a contrary reality. Regarding religious matters, 
many individuals adamantly speak regarding what they believe, 
which is usually regarding a specific of religion or denomination, 
and in many cases fight against Biblical truth; for within prideful 
denial of actual understanding and knowledge, although professing 
otherwise, they speak and many times argue completely from a 
foundation of ignorance, being too prideful and arrogant to admit 
little understanding as to what they profess; this made evident by 
confident assertions being made without actual knowledge.2983 The 
primary problem is that when referring to the Bible, multitudes are 
long on words and short on effort; seeking to compensate by 
continuance of many words and additional little or no effort, all the 
while denying the reality that only actual knowledge displaces 
ignorance! It is the responsibility of all believers to study the Gospel 
with disciplined devotional diligence as unto the Lord; not attempt 
to con or evade, foundational to ignorance and laziness!2984  

The reality of multitudes attempting to know and worship God 
through vain and futile carnal religious doctrines, is witnessed as 
multitudes hold to manmade doctrines such as the Nicene Creed, 
which although considered a distinctive Christian doctrine, yet holds 
specifics such as the—“Trinity,” which is never mentioned in the 
Bible; for with the immensity and potential of God, arrogant 
mention of such things remains irrelevant, as within the spiritual 

2983 example—1 Timothy 1:3-7.
2984 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17.
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relational reality, God reveals necessary truth to His legitimate 
children!2985 Within the bold and blatant religiosity of comprised 
and compiled human doctrines which claim Christian origins; the 
reality remains that adding to and taking away from the Scriptures 
to suit religious doctrines which attempt to explain God is not 
“Christ-like” (Christian) at all; for the Lord Jesus never did any such 
thing, as additions, subtractions, and variances to God rendered 
truth, opens a door for the instigations and influence of demons unto 
delusive behavior!2986  

When new converts step out quickly within pride and arrogance, 
with little understanding and discipline, they shamefully obscure the 
reality of God; for they attempt to prove themselves fully capable of 
accurately handling the word of truth, of which they have only infant 
understanding; this action being one of blatant prideful self-
importance, which is never led by the Holy Spirit! This actually 
occurs quite often, as individuals abounding with “self” hold little or 
no consideration for God and those to whom they speak, as they 
seek personal notice and reverence! Pride, arrogance, emotionalism, 
and “self” have no place in ministry; for ministry is all about God, 
and secondly those to whom proclamation is made, as by the selfless 
love of God (not emotional) we hold sincere concern that others 
may be blessed within the spiritual relational reality! 

The blinding effects of adolescent stubborn pride, of which God 
is opposed, can easily be witnessed in a multitude of new believers. 
Having the simplest form of understanding regarding but a few 
Scriptures, which they have come across during the few weeks or 
months since coming to a basis of faith, multitudes proclaim 
abounding understanding of all Scripture, proven by the fact of their 
arrogance in refusal to converse about matters; for they already 
know it all! Unfortunately, when individuals who are guilty of 
prideful arrogance go forth and example their ignorance in a fashion 
(confident assertions) so as to prove vast understanding which does 
not actually exist, they cause dissention and confusion; this pushes 
the listeners further from the truth, according to the darkness of 
carnality, causing a scattering effect which is against Christ.2987 

2985 reality exampled—Jeremiah 33:3.
2986 Deuteronomy 4:2; cf. Revelations 22:18, 19; exampled—Matthew 4:1-11; 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
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Those individuals, who are guilty of this form of arrogant 
foolishness, are so blatantly spiritually insecure, that all they are 
concerned with is that they be an object of focus; unfortunately, 
many individuals of this type call themselves to church leadership, 
and lead many astray of the truth habitually; for being without God’s 
anointing, and abounding with “self,” they have no respect for 
anyone, yet demand respect because of the position they bestowed 
upon themselves!2988 Prideful arrogance from pulpits breeds prideful 
arrogance throughout the congregation, as a congregation led astray 
of truth by un-righteous manipulation of Scripture can never profit 
spiritually in reality; these congregations are easily witnessed by the 
way in which they will hold to but a few primary Scriptures as the 
entire foundation of their congregational belief system, proving their 
religion to be aloof the one true foundation which is Christ!2989 Is it 
any wonder why God is opposed to the proud and arrogant?2990  

A reality exists, and although obscure to many due to the 
darkening effects of pride, arrogance and human idolatry, the truth 
remains that no one who refuses to deny “self” has any business 
calling themselves to be servants of God (delusively; within 
façade)!2991 The Gospel truth remains that those who are led by God 
are His legitimate children and servants; therefore, as without denial 
of “self” there cannot be a selfless willingness to follow where the 
Lord leads, and as the Lord never leads those who are selfishly 
disobedient and delusive regarding the necessity of God’s manifest 
fruit and righteousness, and as all spiritual growth and nurturing is 
from God alone; planting righteous Gospel seed, and the watering 
of the seed with and by righteous devotional diligence, can never 
occur unto righteous fruition, if and when any of these facts are 
made void by prideful denial of them! It must be remembered—it is 
solely by the divine work of God that anyone comes to the spiritual 
relational reality; therefore, it is only by God’s divine work and 
leadership within His legitimate children that pure Gospel seed and 
righteous watering will occur unto fruition according to the: good, 

2987 Matthew 12:30.
2988 1 Timothy 6:3-11.
2989 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11.
2990 Romans 12:3-8; 1 Peter 5:5-7.
2991 Matthew 7:21-23; 16:24-27; Colossians 3:5.
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acceptable, and perfect will of God! Blinding adolescent pride and 
arrogance aloof God’s divine work and righteous masterful 
leadership, causes: distraction, confusion and spiritual detriment; for 
no one benefits when the blind lead the blind within the darkness 
of selfish carnal stupidity!2992 

 
Carnal Focus: Within spiritual detriment, and carnal attempts 4.
to worship God through physical realm religiosity, multitudes 
maintain desire for the things of the world, and a mindset 
foundational to the flesh, leading to focus upon the same.2993 
Without soundness within the spiritual relational reality, 
because “self” has not been denied so as to follow the Lord, all 
that can be accomplished through thought processes are: 
assumption and conjecture concerning spiritual matters, a 
carnal mindset leading to carnal focus, attempts to achieve 
security in the flesh through physical realm means, delusive 
behavior (by demonic enticement and influence), prideful 
stubbornness and rebellion, self-centeredness, and spiritual 
destitution; for without the Lord’s righteous masterful 
leadership, and the necessary submission to receive it, the only 
potential in the life of individuals is the potential of increased 
carnality within personal delusive beliefs!  

As had been revealed prior, without true devotional love for God, 
the motivations of life are solely foundational to physical realm focus 
and intent (carnality); this being the reason that exuberant love of 
“self” (narcissism) leads the lives of multitudes, and why multitudes 
seek accomplishment and success through all that is of the world. 
This is the reason why religion is so profound upon the earth; for 
with failure to actually become spiritual by the divine work of God, 
and the necessary acquiescence and humility to receive spiritual 
blessings from the Lord, multitudes attempt to worship and follow 
God through the: doctrines, philosophies, precepts, ideologies, 
idealisms, rituals, and traditions of carnal human religion; all of 
which are under the instigations, influence, and coercion of the evil 
one (Satan)! Without a spiritual reality, all that exists to guide one’s 

2992 Matthew 23:16-19, 25-28; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; example emphasized—Romans 2:17-29.
2993 Romans 8:5-8.
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endeavors is the flesh; all of the assumptions, conjecture, and 
concepts regarding spirituality change nothing; for those who are 
led by the Lord spiritually are His legitimate children, all others are 
illegitimate children who delude themselves, or are delusively led 
astray!2994 If the actions of God cannot be witnessed by His both 
willing and working for His own good pleasure, which never 
contradicts Biblical standards, then all contrived fantasy cannot make 
the spiritual relationship a reality! If God never achieves high 
standing upon the list of an individual’s priorities of focus and 
existence; as God is spirit and thus never upon lists foundational to 
carnality; then He is not actually known; therefore, the individual is 
not known by God legitimately, for by choice the individuals have 
denied the power (God at work) of the true saving relationship 
(actual Christianity; spiritual relational reality)!2995 This type of 
choice (volitional blatant carnality), comes with dire spiritual 
consequences regarding behavior and the possibility of deliverance 
from the inappropriate as by actual knowledge!2996 Although 
multitudes claim to know and love God, the truth remains that if 
the Lord is not the object of our focus, then in reality He is not truly 
known or loved; for the reality of God’s presence (indwelling) brings 
forth spiritual focus and growth, leading to a changed life which 
abounds with devotion and obedience unto the King of kings and 
Lord of lords! The spiritual relational reality is all about God; for 
He alone is deserving of our utmost devotional reverence and 
gratitude; the blessing of true Christians is that the Lord God knows 
us personally as His legitimate adopted children, and has lovingly 
invited us to live in His kingdom; thus we diligently endeavor to 
journey toward our actual home, upon the specific narrow path He 
has righteously constructed; for only He knows how and which way 
we must travel without detours in order to arrive safely!2997 Chosen 
carnality creates detours over mountainous terrain, where dangers 
lead to falling and the fears associated; although the chosen 
structured spiritual path is: straight, direct, and safe, which is the 
reason that we can neither turn left, right or backwards! 

2994 James 1:22-25; Matthew 7:15-23.
2995 example emphasized—Galatians 4:3-11. 
2996 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
2997 Proverbs 4:23-27; Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16.
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Lack of spiritual discipline: True devotional children of God strive 5.
for spiritual discipline, so that God may deal with us as His legitimate 
children; for without the strength of spiritual discipline there is no 
controlling of the flesh; for freedom from the deeds of the flesh, 
which is true freedom indeed during our corporeal existence, is 
achieved solely in and by the Lord!2998 Those who are without spir-
itual discipline is plethora; for they believe a short stint at their local 
congregational setting once per week, sufficiently constitute a sound 
relationship with God. All who fall prey to this form of delusive 
thinking and belief live their lives for the flesh throughout the week, 
with only prayers of rote throughout the week to pacify religious 
craving. The world is full of individuals who fail to realize that only 
those led by the Lord are His legitimate children; this reality proven 
by the fact that legitimate children of God being devotionally dis-
ciplined, cannot practice sin because of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit!2999 Habitual violation of human laws which do not contradict 
Biblical standards is practiced sin (lawlessness); this includes traffic 
laws, which are rendered for the safety of all! Spiritually un-dis-
ciplined individuals (multitudes) fail to realize the dangers of their 
sinful behavior, although the reality of their behavior demonstrates 
(proves) they are void of the convictions of the Holy Spirit; for in 
most cases they are devoid of the Holy Spirit, which proves their re-
lationship with God to be a delusive façade!3000 Where God is at 
work there is growth within God’s righteousness; for the sanctifica-
tion of believers is the will of God!3001 Spiritual discipline by the 
grace of God always leads to physical discipline; multitudes are com-
pletely ignorant of this reality, because of the blinding effects of 
self-importance and the characteristics thereof (pride, arrogance, 
and narcissism)! Those who are without spiritual discipline are easily 
witnessed by the legitimate children of God, for they frequently con-
jure deceptions to mask the reality of their frequent deceptions and 
seeking of unjust gains, while compromising with the world in most 
aspects of their lives. 

 

2998 Hebrews 12:4-11; Romans 8:12-14; John 8:31-36; 2 Timothy 1:7.
2999 Romans 8:14; 1 John 3:1-18.
3000 Matthew 13:37-43; 23:27, 28; 24:12, 13; Romans 6:19-23; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
3001 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8.

The Big If 1103



Spiritual weakness: “Self” is the foundation of personal carnal 6.
(fleshly) volition. Without denial of “self” there is no denial of the 
desires and motivations of the flesh and of the world; therefore, as 
carnality is in opposition to the spiritual reality and growth which 
pertains solely to God, the insecurities of the flesh far surpass the 
spiritual security which is from God, and thus spiritual weakness 
remains through the carnal decisions and actions of the 
individuals.3002 The primary reason that so many believers are 
spiritually weak is because they refuse to study the Gospel; for 
increased faith comes from the Scriptures, as also the power of the 
Word through diligent disciplined devotional study and prayer!3003 
Simple visits to one’s local congregation will never achieve the 
spiritual strength which comes from devotional studies of Scripture, 
prayer, and personal fellowship with the Lord! Preconceived notions 
and intentions destroys all potential for spiritual strength, and 
increases regarding actual Scriptural knowledge; for “self” leads all 
endeavors of this kind, not the Lord! Daily submission, devotion, 
reverence and focus for and upon God is the primary key to spiritual 
strength; for only the Lord can bring the spiritual reality to 
righteous fruition within all endeavors! 

Multitudes are spiritually weak because of laziness and rejection 
of the truth! Multitudes are spiritually weak because of carnal 
attempts to worship God; foolishly following the status quo of the 
other spiritually weak who follow and argue for human doctrines 
and un-righteous traditions, which are influenced from the 
demonic realm! Multitudes are spiritually weak because they have 
chosen to place their faith upon other humans, upon “self,” or the 
things of uncertainty which are of the world; examples: money, 
technology, employment, theatrical fantasy, religion, creeds, 
doctrines, philosophies, traditions of rote, logic and reason, etc.! 
Multitudes are spiritually weak because they refuse to deny “self” 
so as to follow the Lord; from whom comes all spiritual strength 
and growth! Multitudes are spiritually weak because carnally 
choosing for themselves teachers who instruct according to human 
whims and desires; they never actually came to knowledge of 

3002 example—Matthew 26:40, 41.
3003 Romans 10:17; Hebrews 4:11-16.
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Biblical truth which abounds with the light of truth, within which 
God makes us free! Multitudes are spiritually weak because they 
choose to place trust and focus upon all that leads to ease and 
comfort during their corporeal existence! Multitudes are spiritually 
weak because carnal religiosity, and it’s enticements upon the flesh, 
takes precedence over the reality of God which is solely within the 
confines of “faith” (in spirit and in truth)! Multitudes are spiritually 
weak because they hate anything or anyone who interferes with 
their fabricated fantasy or façade! Multitudes are spiritually weak 
because of carnal and volitional choices aloof light and truth; for 
although the spiritual relational reality starts, carries forth, and is 
finished by the divine work of God, multitudes have chosen 
contrary to the reality of God!  

Praise God for the remnant (few) who have been spiritually 
strengthened for a life of change (carnality to spirituality); for having 
been sanctified (set apart) from the world and its ways, we consider 
God Himself to be our greatest blessing, as all else falls far short!  

 
Emotionalism (Emotionality): Physical realm religiosity is all 7.
about the flesh; while holding to but a concept of spirituality; which 
is why there must be emotional revival on a continual basis; this 
being the reason multitudes visit a local congregational setting 
weekly, while yet remaining carnal (fleshly / worldly) the remainder 
of the time! Because the spiritual reality of a relationship with God 
has not been emphasized or taught since A.D. 1954, and emotional 
(carnal) uplifting (puffing up) contrary to any spiritual reality has 
become precedent; the Lord has been kept out of His own church 
since that time, as those of the world have no concern for the certain 
necessity of truthful endeavor at all times!3004 Within this reality, 
teachings within the church (in general) have predominantly been 
regarding all that is carnally within a corporeal existence! Without 
the presence of the Lord in congregational settings (organized 
religious church), the teachings have become weak of discipline, and 
spiritually destitute; this being the reason why the purity of Scripture 
has been replaced with a verse now and again, with abundance of 
rhetoric throughout!  

3004 Revelation 3:14-22.
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Within the foolishness of church services void of convictions 
by the Holy Spirit (kept out), emotionalism has abounded to the 
point that multitudes consider emotional responses to constitute a 
spiritual reality; although not! Within the emotional uplifting 
(puffing up) of rhetorical religious hogwash (worldly jargon); 
multitudes although remaining spiritually destitute, have believed 
themselves to be obedient to God by their weekly visit, while 
remaining completely ignorant of the fact that they have not been 
led away from fleshly indulgences (sanctified); for aloof the righteous 
discipline of the Lord (kept out), nothing of God’s sanctifying work 
has occurred, leaving only the obscurity of religious deceptions 
within fleshly emotionalism!3005 This is always the outcome of 
repeated religiosity, which is aloof any and all spiritual reality; for 
where the Lord is present, there is righteous potential for spiritual 
growth and edification, whereas all that is devoid of God’s presence 
(kept out) remains spiritually destitute and delusive! This is easily 
proven by witnessing the “holier than thou” attitude of multitudes 
while at church, and the reality of their general character when away 
from the congregational setting! As God does not change or alter, 
neither do His legitimate children who are led by the Holy Spirit; 
for we are who we are by God’s immense sufficient grace, and have 
moved away from the deceptive foolishness of fleshly religious 
rhetoric and puffing up, so as to remain within the actual loving and 
righteous embrace of our Lord (spiritual reality)! 

The primary factor which has been avoided by religious 
individuals is the seeking of truth, and the righteous imperative to 
walk within the reality of truth! Within the preconceived notions 
foundational to weak and undisciplined carnal religious endeavors, 
multitudes have failed to devotionally submit unto the Lord; this 
leading to Satan’s welcomed presence to deceive and mislead, for 
there is no deliverance or spiritual success within ignorance! It is 
solely by humble obedient submissiveness unto God, that the devil 
(Satan) is forced to flee! Instead of devotionally and obediently 
submitting unto God, which would force Satan to flee, the church 
by closing the door to deny God access, has allowed the delusive 
influence of Satan to abound unto spiritual destitution; this setting 

3005 Colossians 2:20-23.
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the stage for spiritually destitute carnal emotionalism to abound 
unto supremacy, while yet only holding to but a concept of a spiritual 
reality!3006 Is it any wonder why the remnant who truly and 
devotionally love the Lord, have left church congregational settings; 
choosing instead to diligently study the Scriptures within small 
group settings, or alone when other devotional Christians cannot be 
found? The entire problem has always been failure to love the Lord 
first and foremost, and failure to be separate from others who are 
guilty of the same unrighteousness! The primary emotional excuse 
has most times remained—“Oh, but it makes us feel good”! This is 
completely absurd, as religious emotional responses and beliefs have 
replaced the necessary spirituality foundational to truth (Christ), 
which actually pleases the Lord!3007 

True devotional love for the Lord is foundational to the Lord, 
for it is the selfless, sacrificial and unconditional love by which God 
loves us; which by implantation by the Lord into the spirit of His 
legitimate children, is returned unto the Lord out of disciplined 
devotional dedication (loyalty), admiration, and reverence! This 
acceptable and righteous love for God, which is God’s love manifest, 
is not the emotional love which is of our flesh; for His love is 
spiritually manifested only within the spiritual relational reality, 
within those who have been drawn by God, and answered God’s 
call for devotional and submissive obedience! The love of God 
manifest is a wonderful and tremendous blessing which is bestowed 
upon those who spiritually live for God; not for “self” and the 
world! It is by this love that we love others and reach out to 
proclaim the truth of the spiritual relational reality; for it is God’s 
love manifest that motivates us to go unto those for whom we have 
no respect or likening due to their blatantly carnal and selfish 
demeanor; for we in love are concerned for their salvation, and 
therefore that they would come to an actual spiritual relationship 
with God, which is completely aloof the deceptions of carnal 
religiosity and church traditions; for in love we never instruct the 
lost to associate with groups which have rejected God’s presence 
and righteous standards!3008 

3006 James 4:7-10; Revelation 3:20-22, note—the “door” is the door to the current-day church.
3007 exampled throughout church history—John 4:20-24; cf. 14:6, 7.
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It is because of the carnal (fleshly / worldly) love (emotionalism) 
which is abounding in groups who are devoid of God’s masterful 
presence and leadership, that God’s true servants of truth remain 
aloof from close associations with religious individuals; for although 
multitudes emotionally enjoy speaking of God when in religiously 
deceptive settings, they yet reject and rebel against all truth which 
would interfere with the reality of spiritual ignorance! This occurs 
because Satan’s will is that individuals both deceive and remain de-
ceived; whereas God’s will is that His true devotional servants shine 
the light of truth into the darkness of deception, while remaining 
outside the darkness of close associations and relationships which 
could cause us to stumble.3009 Those who are held captive by Satan 
to maintain emotional religiosity are opposed to spiritual truth, as 
the fleshly endeavor is opposed to the Spirit of truth and light; 
whereas the devotional servants of the Lord realizing the dangers of 
emotionality and emotionalism, continually go forth with the reality 
of spiritual truth, and this we do against all adversity in love (God’s 
love manifest)!3010 The huge problem exists, that emotionally reli-
gious individuals believe themselves to be spiritual; for holding only 
to a concept of spirituality, they deny and reject any instruction re-
garding actual spirituality which would have potentially allowed them 
freedom within the spiritual relational reality if and when they submit 
unto God! Physical realm (ritualistic and doctrinal) religion will save 
no one; for we are saved solely within the spiritual relationship with 
God which He has deemed righteous and appropriate! 

Within the darkness of church settings which are devoid of the 
Holy Spirit’s presence (kept out), all that is carnally emphasized 
(rituals, traditions, proclamations placing precedence upon 
corporeal existence as imperative), attempts to emotionalize that 
which is actually spiritually appraised and discerned.3011 Within the 
darkness of flagrant emotional religiosity, multitudes believing 
emotional responses to be of a spiritual nature, remain captive to 
the guile of demonic influence; by this all hopes of escape remain 
hidden (obscured), as freedom is foundational to the spiritual reality 

3008 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Jude 1:20-23.
3009 1 Corinthians 10:12; 15:30-34; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; James 5:19, 20.
3010 Ephesians 4:14-16; cf. 2 Corinthians 2:9-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
3011 1 Corinthians 2:4-14.
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of God’s work, which is never found within darkness or deception! 
It is for this reason, that emotionally religious individuals will fight 
and rebel against the truth; for there is no spiritual reality within 
the emotionalism of organized human religion, when it is believed 
that emotionalism constitutes a spiritual reality; although not! 

The fact remains that the initial and abounding problem within 
the multitudes that remain prideful and emotionally religious is 
failure to deny “self,” so as to actually follow the Lord away from 
the flesh unto a spiritual reality! Without denial of “self” there 
remains no volitional willingness to submit unto the Lord; for “self” 
is all about the flesh, which is opposed to any spiritual reality; which 
is why all who live for the flesh “self” cannot please God and must 
die!3012 The reality which is neither seen or known by multitudes of 
prideful emotionally religious individuals, remains that in order to 
enter into the spiritual relational reality according to the kind 
intention of God’s will, by His righteous drawing of individuals to 
the relational reality with Christ, never involves the flesh! Within 
ignorance regarding the matter, multitudes desire a Savior, while 
outright rejecting the imperative of humble acquiescence unto the 
authority of God; this being the reason that by the influence of 
multitudes, pulpit proclamations have become—simply accept Jesus 
as Savior for salvation, although Biblically actual knowledge must 
precede a confession of “Jesus as Lord” for salvation.3013 Without 
knowledge of the Biblical imperative, multiple millions have never 
learned the imperative of the spiritual reality; for within their flesh 
they have sought God to serve them within the foolishness of 
prideful human carnal volition (“self”)! Any religion or religious 
setting which deems God changeable by alterations of Biblical 
standards should be avoided at all cost; for as God cannot change 
from being absolutely perfect, pure, holy and righteous, neither can 
the truth be altered, lest the light of reality be obscured unto utter 
darkness within those who remain within religious fantasy!3014 

The spiritual relational reality begins and is carried forth by the 
divine work of God; therefore, there must be a knowledgeable 

3012 Romans 8:5-17, specific vs. 12, 13.
3013 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.
3014 Matthew 6:19-24; cf. Luke 11:29-36; John 1:1-5; 3:17-21; 12:35-50.
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acceptance of the authority of God if a spiritual reality is to occur, 
for only God can bring forth the beginning and continuance of the 
spiritual relational reality which lasts for all eternity! Within the 
highs and lows of emotionalism, the spiritual reality remains a 
mystery, for seeking God in and through the flesh maintains a 
deception which is easily influenced by Satan and all who remain 
captive to the darkness of religious and carnal deceptions (by close 
association)!3015 If the Bible (accurate translations) had strictly 
remained the source of all learning endeavors pertaining to God, 
then the falsehoods of emotionalism and religiosity would never 
have abounded to the point of the entire world (minus the remnant 
of God’s actual legitimate children) being deceived and spiritually 
murdered by Satan! The fact remains, only God can bring forth the 
spiritual relational reality within which we are adopted, justified, 
sanctified, led, and saved; therefore, without the divine work of God, 
which is never found within religion, there can be no spiritual reality, 
but rather only the deceptions which are so easily enticed and 
influenced as multitudes intentionally and un-devotionally remain 
full of “self,” and draw unto themselves teachers who instruct 
according to fleshly emotional indulgence and desire!  

The fact of emotionalism being abounding in the church today 
is proven by the many denominations which have come forth; 
although all believers were to remain of one spirit, mind and intent 
in the Lord!3016 Individuals go from one form of religiosity to 
another, and then another, until they find a congregational setting 
(denomination) which makes them feel emotionally secure; for the 
reality of the spiritual imperative no longer exists, but rather the 
imperative has become feeling good in accordance to teaching which 
uplifts (puffs up) fleshly emotions! This is the reason there are so 
many kinds of religion; for Satan knows the weaknesses of the flesh 
and how to entice individuals through the weakness and insecurities 
of carnality, as he (Satan) also knows that without denial of “self” 
and actual knowledge of the divine work of God, the spiritual reality 
can be avoided unto eternal spiritual destruction (murder)! Eternity 
will be an extremely long time to regret seeking God in the flesh, 

3015 2 Timothy 3:5; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, specific vs. 11, 12; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1.
3016 Ephesians 4:1-32.
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by the seeking of emotional uplifting (puffing up); all of this because 
multitudes aloof believing God have trusted the deceptions of 
human beings who were led by the Great Deceiver (Satan)! 

  
Personal Notation Regarding Facts: To emphasize the blinding effects 
(obscurity) of abounding emotionalism within religion, due to a worldwide 
failure by multiple millions (plethora) to deny “self,” and the ease by which 
Satan holds the same number of individuals at bay and in bondage, can 
be witnessed in the celebration of the Christian religion holidays. Actual 
Christianity (spiritual relational reality) is solely foundational to “spirit” 
and “truth”; whereas the Christian religion is copious with deceptions, 
the exact same as all religions upon planet Earth, for all carnal religion is 
aloof the spiritual reality!3017 The only “religion” designated by God was 
the Levitical Law which pointed directly to the preciseness of God, which 
by God was fulfilled fully by the coming, earthly spoken ministry, atoning 
death, and resurrection of the Christ (Jesus; Immanuel)!3018 With the ful-
fillment of God’s blessing to atone for the sins of all humankind, all 
necessity for “religion” ceased; for from that time hence the imperative 
became one of “faith,” for the spiritual relational reality had begun!3019 
With the immense blessing by God upon humanity now completed, the 
only practice which was to be followed was—the Lord’s Supper celebra-
tion; for this was designated by God to emphasize and proclaim Jesus` 
death, until His triumphant return.3020 Through Satan’s (Great Deceiver) 
abundant deceptive work, the mother of harlots (Roman Catholicism; 
Babylon the Great; mother of the Christian religion) began to incorporate 
rituals and traditions from paganism, to ease conversion of humans from 
other pagan religions into the pagan religion which is the “Christian re-
ligion” (not actual Christianity); which is solely foundational to the work 
of Satan, as his greatest deceptive scheme is to spiritually murder as many 
human beings as possible!3021  

Two of the greatest deceptions within the Christian religion (not ac-
tual Christianity) which have held millions of individuals away from the 
spiritual relational reality, and the imperative of fellowship with God 

3017 1 Corinthians 3:10, 11; John 1:1-5; John 11:25, 26; 14:6, 7.
3018 Book of Leviticus; Isaiah 7:14, 15; Matthew 1:23; John 19:30.
3019 Galatians 3:12-29; 1 Timothy 4:10, 11.
3020 1 Corinthians 11:24-26.
3021 John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:3, 12-15; Revelation 17:1-18.
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in the light of truth and reality to receive freedom from the bondage 
of religious deception, are—Christmas and Easter; both of which have 
absolutely nothing to do with the God and Savior of the Bible! 
“Christmas” (Christ’s Masse) was Catholicism’s way of converting in-
dividuals from celebration of the winter solstice, which were celebrations 
believed to appease the gods who brought back longer days and shorter 
nights, thus leading to the well-lit warmth of Spring (Sol Invictus; sun 
worship). The winter solstice celebration at the time of the Roman 
Empire was a time to honor the Roman god of agriculture—Saturn; 
this celebration was called the festival of Saturnalia. Catholicism by in-
corporating the dates of the winter solstice and the festival of Saturnalia, 
did so by proclamation that the celebration event was in remembrance 
of the birth of Christ (Son worship); who most definitely was not born 
during the winter months, as at the time of Jesus` actual birth Caesar 
Augustus had decreed a census which would never happen during cold 
winter months!3022 “Easter” was Catholicism’s way of converting indi-
viduals from celebration unto the fertility goddesses of the Ashtaroth, 
who were believed (when appeased) to bring forth all harvest potential. 
The name “Easter” is derived from the name(s)—“Ishtar” who was the 
chief goddess of the Babylonian Mysteries Religion / Babylonian queen 
of heaven, and the Mesopotamian goddess of fertility and war; the sec-
ond name—“Eostre” who was the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn, 
from which came the sunrise aspect of the Easter celebration.3023 More 
information about the pagan rituals and traditions of the Christian re-
ligion is contained in chapter eight. Additional note, the “spirit” of these 
seasonal celebrations, is the spirit of deception (Satan), who by God’s 
authority is currently the ruler of the world!3024 Do we really want to 
“get into the spirit of the season”; I would certainly hope not; for de-
votional legitimate children of God must remain dedicated to the 
seeking of truth and remaining therein, without: variation, compromise, 
or excuse!3025 

To further emphasize the point of how “religion” being foundational 
to the work of Satan is alterable (changeable) within deception upon 
the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction, can be evidenced 

3022 Luke 2:1-5.
3023 ref. Jeremiah 7:18; 44:16-29.
3024 John 14:30, 31.
3025 2 Corinthians 13:5-8, specific—v. 8.
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by the study of history. A few reiterative facts can assist regarding de-
ceptive religious changes within the Christian religion (foundational to 
Catholicism; not Christ). 
 

The priesthood of the Babylonians Mysteries Religion invaded into 1.
the beauty of Christianity through the church at Pergamum in the 
second century A.D., this occurred as Satan sent forth his servants 
to introduce falsehoods, which would inevitably lead a plethora of 
individuals astray of the truth (Jesus; God), and thereby astray of the 
spiritual relational reality.3026 It must be remembered, Satan’s scheme 
is to murder human beings spiritually! The delusive ways of the 
Babylonian Mysteries religion was then tolerated in the third 
century A.D., and became the primary influence by Satan which 
changed (altered) the beauty of Christianity (light and truth) into 
the Christian religion (darkness and deception) by the fourth 
century A.D.; for it was fully accepted!3027 Reiterative, the goddesses 
of the Ashtaroth and the Baals are associated with the Babylonian 
religion through—Ishtar. The primary deity of the Babylonian 
Mysteries religion was—Ishtar, the: Great Mother, goddess of 
fertility / harvest / war (variations within different Mesopotamian / 
Canaanite peoples or nations), “queen of heaven.” The great delusive 
comparison to Christianity came as “Ishtar” being the great mother 
goddess was portrayed as a mother with a child at her breast. This 
was then associated by comparison to Mary and Jesus as mother and 
Son; as the delusive foundational basis for attachment to 
Christianity, which was the threshold and origin of the deceptive 
(pagan) Christian religion. To prove that the Babylonian Mysteries 
religion has been the primary pagan religion utilized by Satan to 
lead human beings who seek the one true God astray, it should also 
be realized that Ishtar was closely associated during history of 
antiquity with a consort named—Tammuz.3028 Additionally, the 
nations which would lead astray the chosen of God with forms of 
the Babylonian religion fertility gods and goddesses, by close vicinity 
association, were to be utterly destroyed, the: Amorites, Hittites, 

3026 Revelation 2:12-17.
3027 Revelation 2:20-26; cf. Jezebel—1 Kings 16:31-33; 18:3-19:18.
3028 Ezekiel 8:1-18.
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Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, Girgashites, and Jebusites; for had 
the masterful leadership (commands) of the Lord been exactly 
followed, the Babylonian religion would have ceased causing 
religious (old; Levitical Law) and spiritual (new; Christianity, i.e. 
spiritual relational reality) harm to the chosen of God!3029 Within 
“self” and the disobedience thereof, a plethora of individuals have 
been forced to suffer the consequences for generations; this 
examples the dread and detriment which is inflicted upon others, 
when individuals before them have rejected the specific (exact) 
directions and instructions (commands) of the Lord; which directly 
proves that the righteousness of God must be followed at all times, 
or stumbling and detriment will always occur! “Self-centeredness” 
(blatant obedience to the flesh) has absolutely no place within a 
righteous relationship with God; thus to be devotionally dedicated 
and obedient to the Lord, “self” must be abandoned (habitually 
denied and rejected)!3030 

 
The Roman Catholic doctrines of Immaculate Conception and the 2.
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary are furtherance of the 
deceptive nature of the Christian religion! By the doctrine of 
Immaculate Conception, Mary was not born into the original sin of 
humankind (Adam), and this doctrine to emphasize purity in Mary 
apart from all other human beings; yet the fact remains that all 
human beings with a human father are guilty of the original sin by 
which human accountability for sin is derived! This doctrine was 
necessary to facilitate the deception of Mary being the “queen of 
heaven” within the Christian religion! Please recall the Babylonian 
Mysteries religion—Ishtar was “queen of heaven.” In A.D. 1950 
Pope Pius X11 decreed the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary; 
which is but a continuance of the religious deceptions which have 
been attempting defilement of Christianity through the pagan 
Christian religion, since the fourth century A.D. Another of the 
falsehoods which violate Biblical truth within Catholicism is—
“Mary always virgin”; which Biblically would mean that Mary sinned 
against her husband Joseph habitually throughout their marriage!3031 

3029 Deuteronomy 7:1-16; cf. 20:16-18; cf. obedience—4:1-40.
3030 Romans 8:1-17.
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Would the Lord have blessed Mary with giving birth to the Messiah 
(reality manifested—Christ), if she was a practicing habitual sinner; 
absolutely not!3032 

 
An additional form of blatant darkness foundational to Roman 3.
Catholicism is the praying to Mary and assorted saints, who 
supposedly can be prayed to for intervention. If praying for the dead 
violates Gospel standards of righteousness, praying to dead 
individuals is absolutely unrighteous and sinful.3033 With the 
Christian religion (not Christianity) remaining foundational to 
carnal emotionalism and religious rituals and traditions (of rote), 
there remains no wonder why the religion changes to suit religiosity 
and human frailties; for alterations within darkness all yet remain of 
darkness, whereas the truth can never change or be altered lest the 
outcome become yet another deception! All variable (alterable) 
religion involves worship of the Great Deceiver (Satan); for 
deception is his greatest weapon within religiosity, by which 
multitudes have and will continue to be spiritually murdered! 

 
The point to be made by these specifics of reality regarding the decep-
tive “Christian religion” which was founded by the “mother of harlotry” 
(Babylonian Mysteries [antiquity] / Roman Catholic Church [church 
history]), is the fact of how badly multiply millions of individuals have 
been led astray of truth regarding an actual relationship with God, by 
Satan throughout history; and the factor within individuals which has 
been the root cause of the obscurity regarding the light of truth! The 
key factor to be realized is that religions of falsehoods have always uti-
lized the two sources of human nature which is so easily influenced by 
Satan; the sources being fear, and the emotionalism of the flesh, because 
of refusal to deny carnal volition (“self”); so as to humbly and devo-
tionally acquiesce to the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God! 

Within failure to deny—“self” (personal carnal volition), a plethora 
of individuals throughout history, have been led astray (by Satan and car-
nal obscurity) because of allowing endeavors of the flesh to lead 

3031 Matthew 12:46-50; 1 Corinthians 7:3-5.
3032 1 John 3:4-12; cf. Luke 1:43-56, specific—vs. 46-48.
3033 1 John 5:14-17.
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involvement within all aspects of worship; although the flesh is opposed 
to the spiritual reality necessary in order to know, be known by, and please 
God!3034 This fact proves that multitudes were never taught the spiritual 
imperative necessary to worship God accordant to “faith,” in spirit and 
in truth; thus multitudes have submitted unto the deceptions of Satan 
through physical realm (fleshly; carnal) religious worship, which never 
having achieved the spiritual reality by the divine work of God, continued 
forth completely in the darkness of delusive beliefs and religious practices! 
This delusive reality is further proven as multitudes look forward to wor-
ship in darkness each year according to traditional practices, while 
remaining completely ignorant that deceptive worship and religious prac-
tices hold spiritual consequences within a relationship with God! The 
reality of this is that multitudes have never been taken beyond the flesh 
unto the spiritual reality by God’s gracious divine work; thus all the en-
deavors were of the flesh and never went beyond emotional responses 
to religious stimuli! This then is also proven by the multitudes who claim 
to have had great “spiritual uplifting” by visitation to Jerusalem; although 
Jerusalem holds no “spiritual” significance whatsoever in worship of God, 
thus once again emotional responses are believed to be of spiritual sig-
nificance, although the flesh and the Spirit are in opposition!3035 Satan 
absolutely knows that aloof the spiritual relational reality there will be 
no salvation, and in accordance to this fact, that the rituals and traditions 
of religiosity entice the flesh to lead emotional involvement so as to mimic 
spirituality within the carnal darkness of deception and fantasy; therefore, 
ritualistic and doctrinal (emotional; intellectual) religion to be a tremen-
dous tool for deception which assuredly allows enticements and influences 
to mislead away from the light of truth and reality! 

To further emphasize the point, let us now look at another reality 
which involves—Islam. Mohammed was initially seeking the one true 
God, which was the cause of his exile from Mecca. Upon gaining fol-
lowers, Mohammed unfortunately was turned from his spiritual pursuits 
to realize and know the one true God, by allowing attentiveness and 
praise from his followers to rest upon himself; when he should have al-
ways directed all attention by everyone to the fact of God according to 

3034 Romans 8:12-17; Galatians 4:4-11; 5:17.
3035 John 4:19-24, specific vs. 22-24; Galatians 4:3-11, specific vs. 8-11; 5:16-26, 

specific v. 16-18.
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his initial pursuits. Upon leaving the spiritual pursuit to realize and 
know the one true God, the flesh and the emotionalism of the flesh 
took hold of the endeavors henceforth, which led to the origins of 
another deceptive religion which could not be led by God because of 
the darkness of fleshly indulgences, and furthered pursuits within the 
flesh! The praise and adoration of Mohammed’s followers influenced 
Mohammed to leadership within worldly endeavors, which completely 
ended His pursuits regarding the imperative spiritual relationship with 
God, which were Mohammed’s initial endeavors! Had Mohammed 
stayed upon the original course in pursuit of truth, he could have been 
drawn by God to know the Messiah (Christ); which is the same one 
true God of Christianity, as there is but one true God; yet because of 
the flesh and the misleading of Satan through emotionalism founda-
tional to “self” was led astray; just as a plethora of believers within the 
Christian religion and Islam have been led astray into the darkness of 
deception because of the same reason! For information sake, 
Mohammed had stated that he believed Jesus to be a true prophet; as a 
true prophet can never make wrong statements or predictions (escha-
tology), and Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, so is revealed the truth 
which Mohammed could have realized!3036 Imagine what the outcome 
could have been, had Mohammed returned to the core of his beliefs 
and endeavors; thereby staying from further distractions. A plethora of 
individuals within both Islam and Christianity (both of which endeavor 
to know the one true God) have made this same mistake throughout 
history, as they continued upon the paths of distractions rather than re-
turning to the core of initial spiritual beliefs and investigation of truth! 

Just as the deceptions of the Christian religion have brought forth 
alterations and delusive traditions; as within delusive religion multiple 
directions upon the broad path which leads to spiritual destruction can 
be endeavored; so also occurred within Islam, when Mohammed’s en-
deavors were no longer foundational to walking within undistracted 
truth, during the endeavor of spiritually seeking God! Please under-
stand—no person can criticize Mohammed for making the same 
mistake which has been made by millions of individuals throughout 
history; for multitudes have been misled away from the spiritual reality, 
because of return to endeavors in the flesh which are foundational to 

3036 John 4:25, 26; cf. Hebrews 1:1-4; Revelation 1:1-3.
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“self”! Just as Mohammed failed to cross the threshold into the spiritual 
realm reality by the divine work of God within His drawing and teach-
ing unto the knowledgeable reality, because of distraction when 
approaching the threshold; for the exact same reason a plethora of in-
dividuals have failed throughout history; when a distraction, 
discouragement, or immediate need of emphasized self-importance 
arose, turned the individuals to the right or left at a crucial time when 
at the threshold of realization, when God would have divinely brought 
them to the spiritual imperative!3037 This occurs frequently, as Satan 
and his demons must stop the seeking process prior to God’s divine 
work; for once God’s drawing and teaching process begins, all potential 
to stop the spiritual relational reality ceases! Continuing further unto 
spiritual growth, edification, and exultation by the Lord is an entirely 
different matter; yet as the divine work of God saves an individual, hin-
drances can only stop the individual from serving God in the light of 
truth, which is why the harvest has always been plentiful, and the ser-
vants of truth few; for without continual disciplined and devotional 
focus and submission within humility unto the Lord, deterrents happen 
quickly, effectively, and many times hold lasting effects!3038 Strict dis-
ciplined devotion and submission unto God (in reality) is the only way 
to remain focused upon God, through all distractions and deterrents; 
this being the reason for the “great foremost commandment” of the 
Law, and why within the spiritual relational reality foundational to strict 
disciplined faith we actually establish the Law!3039  

The word—“infidel” directly indicates someone who does not have 
faith so as to know God, or someone who outright rejects God. During 
the Crusades to regain control of Jerusalem, members of the Christian 
religion (actual Christians remained aloof) were killing members of 
Islam, and members of Islam were killing the supposed Christians; while 
both called the other “infidels,” although both religious factions were 
claiming their endeavors to be founded upon their beliefs in God (re-
ligious foolishness); this making no sense whatsoever, directly 
demonstrates the extent by which Satan can lead multitudes who en-
deavor in religious darkness astray, when truth is no longer a factor of 

3037 John 6:44, 45.
3038 Matthew 9:37, 38.
3039 Deuteronomy 6:4-7, specific v. 5; Matthew 22:36-40, specific vs. 37, 38; Romans 3:21-31, 

specific v. 31.
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one’s pursuits, because the flesh is leading the endeavors!3040 In addition, 
a “jihad” (holy war) was never actually a battle with anyone else, but 
rather a battle within oneself to eliminate all distraction or discourage-
ment which would cause hindrance to one’s personal spiritual 
relationship with the one true God! The worst part of all the killing, 
and of religious endeavors throughout history, is the fact that the battles 
were always fought to achieve a goal or prize (stuff) which is of the 
world, and/or because of blatant adolescent pride which influences in-
dividuals (and groups of individuals; cultures) to seek conquest 
superiority!3041 Is the city of Jerusalem actually of righteous importance 
during this dispensation of grace; absolutely not!3042 

A personal “jihad” should be endeavored (frequently) by everyone 
who seeks to remain devotionally obedient to the Lord God; for strict 
discipline to test, examine, and judge oneself rightly is imperative, lest 
pride, arrogance, and/or self-deluding foundational to self-importance 
distract away from the devotional humble submission necessary to re-
main following the Lord’s righteous and masterful leadership!3043 
Within an appropriate “jihad” all factors of one’s existence must be 
righteously examined; for but one unrighteous (inappropriate) aspect 
of the flesh or of the world can cause severe detriment to an individual’s 
spiritual relationship with God! The unrighteous aspect can be: friends, 
family behavioral traits, associations, employment, and hobbies of fan-
tasy, sensuality, lusts, financial gains, etc.; for if it causes distraction away 
from righteous focus upon the Lord (author and perfecter of our faith), 
it must be eliminated; for the “jihad” begs the question—“which is more 
important, the Lord or the thing / endeavor”! True devotional obedience 
unto the Lord must maintain very strict discipline, so that God may 
deal with us as His legitimate children of righteousness; for without the 
strict discipline to test, examine, and judge (all things) rightly, failure 
to continue following the Lord’s masterful and righteous leadership re-
mains a very distinct possibility!3044 

Another realistic truth regarding the darkness of religious fleshly 
and emotional endeavors can be found in attempts to deify human 

3040 John 16:1-3.
3041 Matthew 6:25-34; 1 John 2:15-17.
3042 John 4:20-24.
3043 1 Corinthians 11:27-31; 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
3044 Hebrews 12:1-11, discipline specific vs. 7, 8.
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beings. Just as Roman Catholicism has attempted to deify Mary (by as-
sumption), so as to justify how she is the “queen of heaven,” so also did 
Islam by the religious teaching that Mohammad was raised into the 
heavens at the location of which currently sits—the dome of the rock 
(sight of the Jewish Temple). Reality check—Mary was blessed of God 
as His devotional servant who gave birth to Jesus / Christ, yet Mary as 
a human being died; in a like manner, Mohammed died on June 8, 632 
(not circa) after a sudden and fatal illness. All deceptions occur aloof 
light and truth, because in failing to deny “self” so as to devotionally 
submit to God, the flesh overpowers the measure of faith given to each 
by God; and thereby being led by Satan leads individuals away from 
the light of truth foundational to God, which could have made them 
free from the absolute havoc of religiosity, which abounds within the 
prideful fleshly emotionalism of human endeavors, when “self” is not 
denied so as to actually follow the Lord!3045 If all who truly want to 
know, and be known by God, would deny “self” so as to humbly and 
obediently be submissive to God’s divine work, we could all be one (un-
ified) in Christ; of one accord and faith, saved within the spiritual 
relational reality!3046 Imagine how the reality of Christ (glory of Christ) 
could have abounded upon the earth, had all those deceived within Islam 
and the Christian religion (not actual Christianity) only gotten over 
themselves, and their religious pursuits in attempts to prove “my god 
is greater than your god,” so as to walk in the light of truth; remaining 
aloof of all deceptions! As always when prideful, fleshly and emotional 
individuals attempt to prove their specific to be greater than everyone 
else’s specific; I will go with the Biblical imperative of—“Rather, let 
God be found true, though every man a liar”3047 Is denial of “self” an 
imperative; unknown by multitudes, because of the prideful (stubborn, 
competitive, and rebellious) emphasis upon self-importance? 

The point of this “personal notation regarding facts” of the obscurity 
of emotionalism within religion, is to demonstrate how Satan entices 
the flesh as part of his scheme to spiritually murder multiple millions 
of individuals; by holding them in bondage to deception, which holds 
them aloof the spiritual relational reality! The huge difference between 

3045 Matthew 16:24-26; John 8:31-36.
3046 Ephesians 4:4-6.
3047 Romans 3:3, 4.
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Christianity (spiritual relational reality) and the pagan Christian religion 
is the fact of actual Christianity being foundational to pure righteous 
truth regarding the reality of God, and the Christian religion being 
foundational to the same worldly delusive nature as all “religions”! The 
simple fact is plain to witness, righteous truth of the spiritual relational 
reality can never change, as the saving relationship with God is foun-
dational to the faithfulness of the Lord God of truth and light, who also 
can never change; for He is the Lord God of all creation!3048 As the 
Lord is absolutely pure, righteous, holy, and faithful; nothing pertaining 
to the Lord can involve any form of deceit, which proves the reality of 
Christianity to be of the Lord, and the reality of the Christian religion 
to be of the devil! No legitimate child of God who truly and loyally 
loves the Lord can be involved in delusive behavior; which most defi-
nitely includes the practice of deceptions!3049 Righteous worship of God, 
being spiritual and not carnal, demands that all aspects of fleshly / 
worldly (carnal) celebration is un-righteous, deceptive, and wrong (sin); 
therefore, in love for the Lord any and all celebrations, traditions, and 
rituals of carnal religiosity must not occur, lest the divine work of God 
unto salvation be denied and/or rejected! 

Within the emotionalism of religion, righteous worship of God 
does not matter; for all that matters is that individuals “feel good” about 
what they are doing, even if what they are doing is foundational to 
spiritual fantasy! When individuals claim to love the Lord, while yet 
practicing religious deceptions, the fact remains that they are all living 
a lie; which in fact proves that they do not actually love the Lord, but 
rather are held captive to their own “love of self” (carnality; fleshly 
narcissism)! The fact also remains, that we cannot actually love the 
Lord by humble acquiescence and righteous devotion, when we are 
willing to live a lie; for we are known by our fruits (actions), not by 
our own delusions or deluding words!3050 Because the flesh and the 
emotionalism thereof is the primary cause of a plethora of human be-
ings being religiously led astray within the schemes and guile of Satan 
to deceive and spiritually murder as many human beings as possible, it 
has been necessary because of the immense dangers involved when 

3048 John 1:1-10; Hebrews 13:8.
3049 2 Corinthians 13:5-8; 1 John 3:1-18.
3050 Psalm 11:1-7; 26:1-7; Proverbs 17:3, 4; Jeremiah 17:10; 1 Corinthians 3:11-20; cf. 

1 John 4:1-6.
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being led by the flesh, that this section of the chapter has been in-depth 
with the realism of facts! 

Question—what is a primary reason the Lord has been kept out of 
His church since A.D. 1954? Answer—because the spiritual relational 
reality has not been taught and followed; this is derived from failure 
to devotional love the truth (Jesus), because the carnal emotionalism 
of religion derived from the flesh and self-love (narcissism) now reigns 
supreme!3051 Again it must be asked, is denial of “self” so as to actually 
submit to and follow the Lord an imperative for spiritual success in 
reality? 

3051 2 Timothy 3:1-7.
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“IF” 

TO TRULY LOVE THE LORD,  is to realize that many of the instituted 
traditions and rituals followed within the Christian religion are in fact 
futile for one’s faith and spiritual growth! The Lord blessed us as His 
legitimate children with the circumstances and training (teachings) 
which renders the truth that we cannot please Him by our carnal phys-
ical attempts; for submissive disciplined devotional faith is the primary 
basis necessary. Throughout the Bible, our dearest heavenly Father 
(Abba—Romans 8:15) has attempted to show us that it is our devotion 
and loyalty given freely and sincerely to Him that matters in all aspects 
of our existence, whether—spiritually, physically or mentally. The Law 
from the Old Testament demonstrated how it is virtually humanly im-
possible to fully conform to God’s righteous standards and thereby 
please Him by one’s own merits, thus we were given the opportunity 
to realize factually that we are incapable of pleasing God by human ef-
forts. This in itself should have been enough for us to realize our true 
necessity in life is a personal relationship with Him, within which He 
righteously leads, and we follow through humble and loyal faith and 
trust! To finalize this fact, God with abounding grace for all, reduced 
the 614 laws (some say 613; now irrelevant) to but two—love God and 
all others.3052 Loving God first and foremost, and all others second, 
leaves our “self” for last; this being a true characteristic of Christianity; 
for we do not love our “self” narcissistically, but rather for who we are 
in the Lord, selfless, disciplined, loyal, and devotional servants of Christ; 
disciples (learned pupils) of truth.3053 

During our corporeal lives, our circumstances and other individuals 
teach us that we must trust in ourselves; the circumstances by harsh-
ness, and others by their letting us down repeatedly. These things along 
with being taught that “if you want something done right—do it your-
self,” we tend to lose trust in not only others but also in God. Being a 
“doubting Thomas” ourselves on far too many occasions, how long 

3052 Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:34, 35.
3053 Philippians 2:1-4.



will we fail to trust in Him who is faithful and true?! God has given 
us every opportunity to get past the drudgery of mistrust, yet onward 
we go—aggravated by our continual failure to realize that He has di-
vinely made us free from carnality (fleshly; earthy) so as to place full 
trust in Him spiritually.3054 As humans who place our greatest trust in 
that which is temporal (seen, witnessed and/or experienced in the phys-
ical realm), we tend to mistrust God by our experiences with others; 
for they are seen and He is not. The “seeing is believing” mentality of 
the world tends to draw us away from our faith (walking thereby), as 
we also tend to go with the status quo; many times with unbelievers 
and lukewarm believers, which is actually quite inappropriate if we are 
to maintain a fruitful disciplined and devotional faith!3055 All that is of 
the flesh and world terribly hinders our spiritual existence by the grace 
and divine work of God; thus spiritual focus upon the Lord is the im-
perative to remain free from the distractive hindrances; as we look to 
the beauty and goodness of God’s good work in creation, thereby stay-
ing focus from the ugliness accordant to Satan’s scheming, instigations 
and influences. 
 

If we truly love the Lord our God, selflessly as He loves us, we •
will proclaim Gospel truth (and spiritual reality) to as many 
others as we possibly can.3056 The good news of salvation by 
grace through faith must be accompanied by knowledge of the 
Lord (glory of Christ), knowledge of the reality of the 
relationship (authority of Christ), and knowledge of truth 
(imperative divine work of God)!3057 
If we truly have sincere love for all others, we will not want any •
to perish aloof the spiritual saving relationship; neither will we 
speak solely to appease.3058  

3054 John 8:31-36; 20:25-29; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 10:6-13; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; 
1 Peter 4:15-19.

3055 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
3056 1 Corinthians 9:16-19; Matthew 25:15-30.
3057 John 6:44-65; Romans 2:17-29; 10:1-4; 11:33-36; 15:14-17; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 2 

Corinthians 2:14-17; 4:1-6; 6:1-10; 10:5, 6, 17, 18; Ephesians 1:3-23; 3:11-13; 4:11-16; 
Philippians 1:9-11; Colossians 1:9-14; 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; 3:1-7; 2 Peter 1:2-11; 
cf. Hebrews 5:8-10.

3058 Colossians 3:22-4:1; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; James 5:19, 20; Jude 1:20-23.
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If we truly consider others as more important than ourselves, we •
will allow ourselves to be jeopardized (hated, persecuted) for the 
sake of reaching all with the Gospel truth!3059  
If we truly understand that as believers we go from life to “life •
indeed” and this according to God’s faithfulness, then we will 
not fear the intimidation of humankind or of death.3060  
If we do not fear intimidation, persecution or death, then we •
will not fear those who can kill only our mortal bodies.3061  
If we do not fear the persecution or death upon our mortal •
bodies; now boldly separate unto the Lord; we are in a position 
of truly trusting God in all circumstances!3062  
If we truly trust God in all circumstances, then we are fully •
prepared to serve even unto persecution and/or death; speaking 
the Gospel truth, so that others may come to knowledge of the 
truth, and the potential of salvation.3063  
If we have knowledge of the reality of God, within the spiritual •
relational reality by the Lord’s indwelling, which saves and leads 
us; then we can understand “Christianity” to hold the 
imperatives of: sincere selfless love, devotional discipline, 
disciplined diligence, and devotional disciplined humble 
acquiescence; unto God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will, in 
accordance to the kind intention of His will3064  

 
Every Christian falls short of our calling on occasion, yet the victory is 
in continually and devotionally rising up once again, by return to right-
eous focus and reverence unto the Lord! An understanding of great 
importance is to realize we are complete in Christ, having received all 
that is necessary for a successful Christian (Christ-like) life; endeavoring 
in the righteousness of God.3065 We have but to appropriate the 

3059 Philippians 2:1-4; Matthew 10:17-28; 16:24-26; cf. John 15:18-21.
3060 2 Corinthians 2:15-17; Romans 8:33-39; Hebrews 13:5, 6.
3061 Matthew 10:26-28.
3062 Psalms 7:8-11; 18:2-6; 28:1-9.
3063 Romans 8:35-39, specific v. 36.
3064 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 11; Hebrews 12:4-11; 2 Timothy 2:11-15, 19-23; James 4:7-

10; cf. Romans 12:1-3; Ephesians 1:3-12.
3065 Romans 1:16, 17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Colossians 2:8-10; 

Ephesians 2:1-10.
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necessary grace given us by God in any circumstance, that we may have 
victory leading to true freedom in Christ! God’s timing is always perfect! 
God’s love is always present! He will neither be early nor late when we 
need His measure of grace and tender mercies, therefore when the need 
arises—turn to Him; for He will always be there with power for success 
within righteous obedience. Understanding who we are in Christ, is 
true understanding indeed, for in this understanding comes the knowl-
edge of the sufficiency of God’s grace! GRACE being the unmerited 
favor of God, which is the second greatest blessing we could ever hope 
for; the first being the Lord Himself! 

Understanding God’s grace to be absolute wonderment in action; 
as it is the unmerited favor of the Creator upon His creatures; it would 
behoove us to be content; yet with continued focus upon the flesh be-
cause of refusal to deny “self” (selfish ambitious volition), contentment 
will never occur, as the ways of the world and carnal involvement being 
under the influence of the ruler of the world (Satan) will never cease; 
until the coming of the Lord’s re-creation of the heavens and earth in 
holiness and righteousness! Although many within the Body of Christ 
may seek the blessings of God reserved for the Nation of Israel to be 
their own due to the sin of covetousness, this is due to the failure of 
multitudes to appropriately appreciate the immensity and sufficiency 
of grace! When we seek for more on a continual basis, as we have failed 
to realize grace to be immensely sufficient; this demonstrates the cov-
etous nature of the world and the human sinful nature; which cannot 
cease without the Lord’s righteous work of sanctification! Realizing the 
wonderment of God’s grace, demonstrates the content nature of Christ! 
Truly we are known by our fruits and focus! Please submit unto God 
you’re all in all; receiving within humility the abundant blessing of His 
grace; for without selfless humility God’s blessings are not received, al-
though He seeks to give them! 

Amongst the many zillion things I have yet to know or understand, is 
the reason why human beings tend to always want what we do not cur-
rently have. We can receive gift after gift, while wondering why we did 
not receive the others we had hoped for! Could this be due to placing 
our hope inappropriately in that which is of the world?3066 Could it be 
that we carnally seek fulfillment of purpose through the standards and 

3066 Romans 5:1-5; 8:24, 25; 1 Corinthians 13:13; cf. Galatians 5:5; Ephesians 1:18-21; 2:11-16.

“If”1126



elemental things of the world?3067 We can enjoy the blessing of health 
granted us, while yet complaining about some small ailment or defect. 
We can praise God for His lovingkindness and tender mercies, yet con-
tinually fail to pass mercy, grace and love unto others. Submission being 
an act of love; why do we yet fail to submit to our Lord and others, instead 
continuing on our own designated path yet demanding that He and 
others submit to us. I must admit that I am tormented at the love of “self” 
which has become so prevalent in the world; although the Lord revealed 
the reality would occur; the extent of the narcissism is disgustingly terribly 
and mean. Although a personal exuberant love may seem appropriate to 
the individual themselves, how does such a love edify others?  

Love is the one thing that all living creatures seek with vigor! In this 
vigor, we most times seek love in all the wrong places; for the love of 
God is before us at all times; His love being unsurpassed, selfless and 
sacrificial! We go end around God’s love for us, by our attempts to fill 
our hearts with affections for worldly things. We tend to feel—if only 
I had this or that, I would be complete. We tend to believe—if only 
others would take my point of view, all would be okay. It is this type of 
inane thinking and selfish love which has caused divisions; where selfless 
unity was to abound by the grace of God! 
 

If all believers were to grasp hold of God’s grace and allow •
themselves to be led upon the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness, we would not have a plethora of denominations 
and religions; but rather one unified body of believers upon the 
same path. This as the “necessary righteous relationship with 
God” would be precedent, rather than the “rote of religious 
beliefs”!3068 
If all believers were to bask in the abundant love of God, we •
would not attempt to fill our existence with worldly forms of 
love. In this, God’s love would abundantly fill our hearts 
(demeanor and character) to the point of overflowing, with the 
overflow going forth to others; who can then experience the 
love of God in their own lives (if God permits).3069 

3067 James 4:1-10, specific vs. 3, 4; 1 John 2:15-17; Galatians 4:3, 9-11; Colossians 2:8, 20-23.
3068 Isaiah 29:13-16.
3069 Romans 5:1-5; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; 1 John 2:3-6; 4:7-10; 5:1-5.
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If we would realize that what we deserve—is an eternity of •
torment in hell derived from our wretched sinful nature, we 
would never again seek “what we deserve”; thereby 
contentment would be ingrained within our very existence.3070 
If and when we realize that by God’s grace we will never receive •
what we deserve, we will then stop falling prey to the same 
foolish desires as those who have no hope. 
If we realize that we are complete in Christ by His sacrificial •
work upon the cross, and by His personal righteous tutelage and 
leadership, we will then stop seeking additions to that which is 
totally completed in the Lord (It is finished—John 19:30).3071 
If we would spend our time diligently studying the Gospel, and •
practice listening in prayer so as to learn from our spiritual 
Teacher, we would understand that the answers we seek will 
come to us—if and when we wait patiently upon our Lord. Too 
much time is spent out on tangents, in attempts to intellectual-
ize and reason the Gospel. When we patiently and prayerfully 
wait upon God, He brings to us the fulfillment we seek regard-
ing the Gospel truth and purpose of existence! Are we so 
impatient that we cannot wait for answers and instruction from 
the Lord; instead of making conjecture and assumptions per-
taining to God, in our impatience and intellectual prowess?3072 
If we understand the love of God for each of us, then we will •
also love all others. Understanding the love of God (as is 
humanly possible), allows us to abhor the evil of sin, while 
loving the sinner. When this is accomplished, criticism is 
swallowed up by love, and replaced by edifying truth. In this—
our demands upon others are replaced by sincere hope that 
God’s grace may lead and teach others freedom in Christ. Our 
victory is found solely in our relationship with the Lord; for 
apart from Him we can do nothing of an appropriate 
righteous nature!3073 Our sinful nature, or the righteous nature 
of Christ; the choice as to which we will submit, rests with 
each of us. 

3070 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Philippians 4:10-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-19.
3071 Luke 4:43; John 12:27-32; 19:28-30.
3072 Romans 8:24-24-30; Philippians 3:15-21.
3073 John 14:1-16:15.
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If only we would practice denial of “self” unto full and complete •
selfless surrender of our existence unto our Creator and Lord, 
His abundant blessings would be both given and received unto 
true hope; for this “true hope” which is foundational to the 
faithfulness of God, can never, ever, disappoint!3074 
If we would truly, devotionally, and loyally love the Lord, we •
would deny “self” so as to actually follow His masterful 
righteous leadership!3075 When we actually follow the Lord, 
submission unto His good, acceptable and perfect will becomes 
easier; while never being burdensome!3076 When we are within 
the good, acceptable and perfect will of God, in accordance to 
the kind intention of His will, which is a spiritual reality not 
simply a carnal existence, then we can fight the good fight of the 
faith which is within the spiritual realm!3077 When the good 
fight is practiced unto efficiency by the grace of God, then the 
devil is forced to flee from us; which allows our existence to be 
free from the schemes, enticements and influence of the devil; 
with the exceptions of Satan’s work of wretchedness within 
those who are ignorant of the reality of God, as they may be 
utilized against us to stray us from the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness!3078 God, and God alone, is faithful; therefore, in 
Him (and Him alone) we can place our hope and trust with 
certainty, within the spiritual relational reality which saves us for 
all eternity, and within which we are led forth unto eternal 
purpose!3079 God seeks to train us now for the spiritual reality 
henceforth! 
If we truly want to know, love, worship, and adore the Lord •
God, then we must also seek truth, and walk therein, without: 
compromise, variation, or excuse!3080 The Lord is the God of 
absolute truth, light, love, holiness and righteousness; therefore, 
we as legitimate children of the Lord must devotionally (in a 

3074 Romans 5:1-5.
3075 Hosea 6:4-11; Matthew 7:13-27; 16:22-27.
3076 1 John 5:1-12. 
3077 Romans 12:1-3; 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4; Ephesians 1:3-14; 1 Timothy 1:18, 19; 6:12-19; 

2 Timothy 4:7, 8.
3078 John 8:31-36; cf. Proverbs 16:4 ,5; Matthew 24:9-13; 2 Corinthians 6:1-10.
3079 Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 10:13; cf. Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:20-27.
3080 John 4:20-24; cf. 2 Corinthians 13:5-8.
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disciplined fashion) submit unto the reality of God, and thereby 
live according to the standards He has set forth; for within 
devotional humble submission, which cannot begin without 
denial of “self,” the Lord God implants the reality of Jesus into 
us (mind of Christ), and thereby fulfills righteousness in us 
according to the kind intention of His will! 3081 
If we truly love the Lord, let us walk the talk of the faith we •
confess; for within this reality is found the many spiritual 
blessings by which the Lord seeks to bless us, which are for 
spiritual servitude, worship, and adoration unto the Lord now 
and forever!3082 

REGARDING MARRIAGE AND FAMILY: PLEASE REFERENCE 

EPHESIANS 5:22-6:4 

What does it mean that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her (v. 5:25)? This does not indicate 
the perfection between Christ and the church, which is believed in cer-
tain denominations and religious teachings; rather this indicates the 
selfless and sacrificial love of Christ for the church, of which a husband 
should have for his wife, as the husband is to summit unto the authority 
of the Lord as the spiritual head of the household (vs. 23, 24, 28-31)! 
The husband is to guide his wife in the admonitions of the Lord, by 
diligent study of the Gospel, so as to handle it accurately; for without 
accuracy in accountability, how will the wife understand the standards 
by which she is to submit unto her husband (vs. 22-33). Just as the hus-
band is accountable unto the Lord to lead his wife according to his 
(husband) being led by the Lord, so also the husband must do the same 
for the children of the household; should the Lord bless the husband 
and wife with children (vs. 6:1-4)! The point to be made is that the 
husband should place the Lord first and foremost, and thereby be dil-
igent in study and prayer; for as the spiritual head of the household, 
the husband above all others in the household is responsible unto the 
Lord for the spiritual wellbeing of both his wife and children! Within 
this the husbands priorities are—the Lord first and foremost, the wife 

3081 John 14:6; 15:1-27; 1 John 1:5-10; 4:7-10; Hebrews 12:1-11; Matthew 16:23-26; 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13.

3082 Romans 12:1-3; cf. Matthew 25:34-46; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; Ephesians 1:3-23; 
1 Peter 1:17-21.
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second only to the Lord, and the children third; whereas the husband’s 
love for his wife and family is a precedent during his corporeal existence 
upon the earth. 
 

If the husband truly loves the Lord unto “selfless” devotion, •
which is righteous, then the husband (and father) will guide and 
nurture his family to love the Lord also; the husband does this 
selflessly and courageously, as the spiritual head of the 
household who is accountable unto the Lord. The imperative of 
“courage” is necessary, as wives and children must be led (by 
example) against the ways of the world, and away from the 
instigations and influence of peers (at school, friends, neighbors, 
etc.) who do not follow the admonitions, discipline, and 
instruction of the Lord (v. 6:4)!3083 
If the husband is righteously serious about his family, he will be •
diligent to study the Gospel and maintain prayerful devotion 
unto the Lord; for the husband is the “sacrificial” member of 
the household, who must deny both “self” and anything of the 
world which would hinder his responsibilities unto the Lord, 
regarding the spiritual edification and Scriptural instruction and 
nurturing which allows his family “training in righteousness” 
(the Lord’s righteousness)!3084 
If the husband has the courage to maintain focus and devotion •
unto the Lord against all adversity, he will then have the 
courage to guide the members of his household to be 
courageous within their devotion unto the Lord as well! This is 
imperative; for the ways of the world must never be allowed to 
enter a household which is dedicated unto the Lord; which 
includes all aspects of the “internet” which would allow 
potential harm to come to members of the household!3085 
Biblical sanctification (set apart from the world and made holy), 
which is a gift from God, righteously guides away from the un-
righteousness of the world; yet this blessing from God is made 
void, when individuals intentionally choose to be disobedient, 

3083 James 1:5-12; 16-25; 2:18-26; 4:1-10; 1 John 2:3-3:3.
3084 2 Timothy 2:3, 4, 14, 15, 20-26; 3:1-7, 10-17.
3085 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 1 John 4:1-6; Matthew 18:5-14.
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which directly evinces the imperative of appropriate righteous 
child rearing while in the home of their parents! It takes great 
courage to be parents who maintain dedication and culpability 
unto the Lord; which evinces the imperative of devotion unto 
the Lord first and foremost, for wives and children are blessings 
from the Lord and must be treated accordingly!3086 Tough love 
involves great courage, and may lead to being despised for a 
time; yet within devotion for the Lord, parents will do what 
must be done regarding their children; for there is no love in 
cowardice and quitting so as appeasing emotions!  

 
It does not matter what the families devoid a relationship with the Lord 
may choose to do, when regarding one’s own family and household! 
What matters within a household of dedication unto the Lord, is that 
the discipline, instruction and admonitions of the Lord be strictly en-
forced! Within this blessing, children of the household may not have 
many friends; yet the friends they do have will not attempt to lead them 
astray, as the children of reverence unto the Lord, will not allow the 
foolishness of the world to entangle (entrap) them; while remaining dil-
igent in love for their friends, that the world not entangle (entrap) them 
as well! True devotional love for the Lord is foundational to God’s right-
eousness; thus this is the Love that goes forth unto all of close 
associations! This is the reason that it takes great courage to be a true 
child of God in a world of coercion and deceit; which evinces the im-
perative of the husband and father to stay upon the narrow path of 
God’s righteousness, and in doing so remain an example to both his 
wife and children!  
 

If the husband and wife truly love the Lord, they will treat each •
other with great respect; foundational to reverent fear of the 
Lord. 
If a man truly loves the Lord, he will marry foundational to his •
devotion for the Lord; which negates marriage with a non-
believing wife, believing that the wife will assuredly come to 
know the Lord; for this is completely inappropriate and 
unrighteous, as no one comes to the spiritual relational reality 

3086 1 Corinthians 7:10, 11, 14.
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without the divine work of God, which is never contingent 
upon the hopes or desires of a potential husband or wife!3087 
Violation of this Biblical standard has led to numerous husband 
/ wife relationships which were doomed to failure, because of 
blatant chosen disobedience! Bad company corrupts good 
morals; while abiding in the Lord and Gospel leads away from 
the foolishness of the world and its ways!3088 
If a husband is devotional unto the Lord, he will instruct the •
imperative of “denial of self” to his children; for although a 
devotional wife will know of this imperative, children must be 
taught the imperative, if true devotion unto the Lord is to 
occur unto spiritual successes and righteous behavior; for 
without “denial of self” there will be no submission unto the 
Lord, who alone can nurture spiritual growth unto victory! 
Children of a “Christian” household will learn this imperative 
primarily by the example of their parents; which is the reason 
that believing parents must live the reality of submission unto 
the Lord! In this endeavor, both the husband and wife should 
show by example, for the behavior of both must evidence the 
reality of being led by the Lord! Within this, there can be no 
difference between words spoken, and the “fruits” which 
evidence the words! 
If believing husbands and wives are truly devotional unto the •
Lord, they will remain strictly disciplined so that the Lord may 
deal with them as His legitimate sons and daughters!3089 Within 
this strict discipline, and through the righteous respect which is 
shown between the believing husband and wife, their children 
will witness the example of “God at work” within the 
household! As children of a “Christian” household must be 
considered within the righteousness of God, both parents 
should be sacrificial as to their chosen practices; for primarily 
the husbands must remain upon the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness for the sake of his family, and the wives must 
remain upon the narrow path of God’s righteousness as loving 

3087 2 Corinthians 6:14-16.
3088 1 Corinthians 15:33, 34; cf. John 15:1-16:1.
3089 Hebrews 12:1-11.
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examples of both devotion unto the Lord and dedication to 
their husbands, who strive with diligence to serve the Lord in 
the home! 
If the Lord God is not first and foremost loved within •
“Christian” households, then the “work of God” will be 
hindered and/or renounced! There is great victory within a 
“Christian” household, when the Lord is allowed to remain the 
shield and strength of the household; yet this blessing is 
assuredly hindered, when aloof the divine work and guidance of 
the Lord, due to disobedience! 

 
We can either maintain love for God first and foremost and thereby 
journey within the victory of freedom in Christ, or we can become in-
volved in forms of harlotry and idolatry leading to inevitable spiritual 
defeat. Please remember—our victory is by faith; therefore victory in 
both the physical and spiritual realms is obtained and maintained within 
the spiritual relational reality with the Lord, which is led and nurtured 
by the Lord!3090 To abound within a righteous spiritual relationship 
with the Lord in the light of truth, as He is in the light; all practices in-
volving the darkness of delusion, deluding, deceptions, and submission 
unto our sinful nature must cease, lest we return to all that is unright-
eous, and of the flesh and world!3091 Amen come Lord Jesus!3092

3090 Romans 8:1-17, specific—vs. 1, 14-17.
3091 James 1:1-5:20; 1 John 1:1-5:21.
3092 Revelation 22:20, 21; cf. Numbers 6:24-26.
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ENDING NOTES 

I  AM HOPEFUL  that this book has helped in answering many ques-
tions which may have existed prior to its reading. I have attempted: 
 

To simplify certain complicated matters; hoping a better •
understanding of the Gospel, and the reality of God will result. 
To emphasize the necessity of God’s divine masterful work, •
upon the narrow path of His righteousness, of which few (a 
remnant) travel; for the narrow path is the path which has no 
turns, as the Lord righteously leads in the light of truth, and we 
follow. This being the path of purposeful spiritual existence 
now (walking by faith), and righteous reality for all eternity; for 
it is upon this path alone that salvation is revealed and fulfilled 
accordant to the kind intention of God’s good, acceptable and 
perfect will, by His indwelling! 
To emphasize that prayerful and devotional faith-based hope •
never disappoints.  
By comparison of many Scriptural truths (systematic •
presentation), to assist in understanding the truth of the Gospel; 
so unrighteous (religious) teachings will no longer be 
acceptable, but rather seen for what they are; the doctrines 
derived from instigation and influence from the demonic realm.  
Important note: I have not documented within this book, •
many specifics which have been discussed within classes I have 
been blessed with instructing. I have done this, so as to allow 
the Lord to fill in the gaps derived from prayerful supplication 
during seeking of truth, within diligence of individual believers 
to ascertain and maintain truth; for it is the decision of each 
child of God to walk in truth accordant to faith, and worship 
Him in both spirit and truth.3093 
Imperative note: The book renders the truth and information •
necessary for anyone to realize, achieve, and abound within the 

3093 John 4:19-24; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 12:6-10; 
Hebrews 12:1-11; 2 Peter 1:1-11.



spiritual relational reality with God which saves us from the 
wages of sin, and allows us the instruction necessary to receive 
God’s: spiritual blessings, training, teaching, nurturing, and 
anointing; which is according to the kind intention of the Lord’s 
will for individual believers.3094 The plethora of Scripture 
specifics were listed so as to allow the power of the Word 
(Gospel) to: teach, lead, exult, and train in righteousness; for my 
words cannot possibly fulfill this righteous task! All the 
instruction in the world cannot render fulfillment of an 
individual’s purpose in and for the Lord; personal: seeking of 
truth, discipline, humility, denial of “self,” selfless devotion, 
dedication, and righteous focus; is foundational to pure motives 
and diligent effort on the part of the individual! No human 
spiritual leadership on planet earth can lead us or take us to the 
spiritual relational reality; for God alone draws, finds, spiritually 
teaches, and accepts us as His legitimate children! Therefore, 
trusting in human beings to do the work which God alone is 
capable is futile, distractive, and outright devious and deceptive; 
and should never be sought to bring forth spiritual awakening 
and growth which is from God alone! We must place our trust 
and hope in God alone regarding eternity; no exceptions! NOW 
IS THE I TIME TO GET BUSY WITH DISCIPLINED 
DEVOTIONAL DILIGENCE, FOR TOMORROW MAY 
NEVER COME; NOW IS THE TIME TO CONFESS 
“JESUS AS LORD,” FROM A FOUNDATION OF 
HUMBLE SUBMISSION (ACQUIESCENCE) AND 
KNOWLEDGE, FOR RELIGIOSITY, FALSE 
CONFESSIONS, AND IGNORANCE WILL LEAD TO 
THE SALVATION OF NO ONE! 

 
I have attempted to include different truths which I have come to realize, 
in my endeavors to better know and serve our Lord. I cannot say that 
all which I have included is accurate to its finest detail, yet I can say that 
I have done my best in presenting truth as I have come to know it; for 
knowledge and implantation of the Gospel reality is from the Lord! We 
all have much to learn in regard to our faith, trust, and hope in Jesus; 

3094 1 John 2:27.
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I as much as all others! Truly I hope that the information presented has 
helped the reader in some way, if even a small way to know of God’s 
love for you; hopefully assisting you in simply and devotionally loving 
and obeying Him. Truly we were created by Him and for Him! In this 
realization, hopefully we will understand how the Bible truly associates 
with our lives upon this earth, and our existence for all eternity! 

I am so very hopeful that simplistic love and devotion for God be-
comes the endeavor of the reader; so your life will reach abundance in 
knowing your purpose according to the kind intention of God’s will; 
accordant to His grace and anointing.3095 Please understand—“abundant 
life” is a life of devotional reverence, submission, obedience, and service 
unto the Lord; “eternal life”—the second greatest blessing ever given, 
the first greatest blessing being God Himself! 

I apologize for any harshness which I have presented within this 
book. I also apologize for using personal pronouns regarding myself, 
for my intent is in pointing to Christ. It was never my intent to hurt 
anyone, but rather to present the truth of—faith and trust in God to 
be derived from love for Him (apart from religious foolishness). Because 
our love for Him is a blessing derived from His love for us, I am hopeful 
that a necessity for disciplined devotional love for Him has become ev-
ident. It is also my hope that with many questions now answered, folks 
may move forward in their life for Christ with less distraction, and better 
devotion derived from knowledge. Although many aspects of our walk 
with Christ may seem difficult as by the “should” and “if” statements, 
the victory is found in placing our love and trust in Him; for truly He 
will complete the work He has begun! Please turn to, trust in and 
thereby love and worship Him daily.  

By the grace of God each of us has the potential to move forward 
to the upper call of God in Christ Jesus. Although we are in fact weak 
within ourselves, in Christ Jesus our Lord we are indeed strong. Please 
place your confidence in Him, and receive the strength of God’s might 
in your life (Ephesians 6:10). His grace is before us, we are complete 
in Him, the war has already been won; we have only to fight the indi-
vidual battles. Our endeavor is to love Him, so that in love, we ourselves 
will not be the hinderer of His conforming us to the image of His be-
loved Son. Please appropriate the abounding grace He freely gives, 

3095 John 10:7-18, specific v. 10; Ephesians 3:14-21; 1 John 2:20-27.
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and grasp the personal victory He has rendered—just for you. His 
righteousness will lead each of us to continued sanctification, if we will 
submit to follow Him and allow this to happen. The standards which 
He has set forth in the Gospel are not accomplished by human efforts 
or merit (although “religion” would have us believe so); but rather by 
His grace, in working within us that which is pleasing to Himself. God 
freely gives us His sufficient grace (un-merited favor); do we love Him 
enough to receive it? 
 
As final notes, may I suggest consideration of eight things: 

Please start your day in prayer. Praise and thanksgiving are the most 1.
powerful prayers! 

 
Please continue each day with prayer; pray without ceasing (1 2.
Thessalonians 5:16-24)! 

 
Please spend time listening when you pray; for the Lord cannot 3.
teach us if we refuse to listen and wait patiently for an answer! 
Always stay from proceeding within personal endeavor involving 
others, until instruction as to the proper (righteous) path has been 
received, as it is wise to never leave the narrow path of God’s 
righteousness! 

 
After making supplication unto the Lord, please wait patiently upon 4.
Him for the answer. Sometimes He answers “no,” and this for our 
betterment; therefore please do not fight against that which is best 
for you. Please also remember that our prayers will be answered at 
the appropriate time; for God’s timing is always perfect. Be 
persistent, patient, and persevere! 

Making supplication and actually waiting for an answer from •
the Lord, is an area within Christianity (mostly the Christian 
religion) where very few believers ever seek to go. Most 
believers ask God to walk with them through their day; yet in 
this, they are actually asking God to follow them wherever they 
choose to lead. We must ask the Lord to lead us accordant to 
the kind intention of His good, acceptable and perfect will for 
our day and life. We cannot by any Biblical sense expect the 
Lord to follow (nor lead) us upon the broad path of our own 
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carnal volition (generally founded upon the wretchedness of 
“self” which leads to unrighteousness)! “Carnal”—pertaining to 
the flesh, as opposed to the Spirit. 

 
Sanctification (being set apart unto the Lord and made holy) is of 5.
necessity! 

When the Lord told us to “come out from their midst and be •
separate” (2 Corinthians 6:17; cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1), He 
meant exactly that! God’s instructions are not a request, nor are 
God’s instructions open for debate by those who claim to know 
Him. If we claim to know the Lord, then we must follow where 
He leads; as we realize the imperative of devotional submission 
derived from focusing our desires upon fulfillment of His will 
for our existence (Romans 8:14). Is better knowing and serving 
God the desire within the heart of most believers, or is the 
desire of most focused upon “self?” Is Jesus Lord of our 
existence, or is He a God of convenience? The former is the 
foundational basis of “Christianity,” as we submit to serve in 
accordance to an actual relationship based in knowledge 
rendered by the Holy Spirit; the latter is the basis of the 
“Christian religion,” in seeking to worship without actual 
knowledge, but rather in ignorance devoid of spiritual 
discernment.3096 Worship in ignorance is worship of Satan (the 
Great Deceiver)! 

I have counseled (by request of their family) many ◦
individuals because of the amounts of time they spend on 
the internet, away from their families. Did most believers 
ask the Lord’s permission prior to connecting into the 
world? I would tend to think not; for ease and comfort seem 
to be the priorities of current life; which is exactly the 
priorities (ease; comfort) of the flesh! When I was requested 
to go on the internet so as to send researched Biblical 
information to pastors and teachers in other states, who had 
made request for the information for the sake of their 
congregations; I first made supplication (the first time) unto 

3096 Colossians 2:1-3:17; Romans 8:1-17; 10:1-13; 2 Peter 1:2-11; John 4:20-24; 
1 Corinthians 2:6-3:11.
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the Lord. Upon waiting almost four months for His answer, 
to this very day I have never been on the internet; except 
with permission from the Lord to present this book to those 
throughout the world who seek the truth of the spiritual 
relational reality. Even my Bible College could not 
understand my refusal to connect with their institution on 
the internet; which raises much question as to supposed 
Christian institutions having true understanding as to the 
purpose of prayer, or understanding pertaining to an actual 
relationship which is led by the Lord God; which far 
surpasses the emulated cheap mimic of religion, for the 
former is of light and truth and the latter of darkness and 
selfish deception!3097  
Does the Lord want us to connect into the world for ease, ◦
comfort, and pleasures of “self”? Through the wonderment 
of prayer, I know the specific answer in my case. Did the 
majority of believers even consider making supplication to 
the Lord, prior to proceeding forth entering involvement 
with the world? Christianity instructs us that God is in 
control and thus the leader. Are we willing to follow Him, or 
are we going to ask Him to follow us as we go with the status 
quo, or journey upon paths of our own choosing. When the 
Lord inspired the truth that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward Him (James 4:4-6; cf. 1 John 2:15-17), He 
meant exactly that! Are we really willing to stop loving the 
Lord unto the reality of adversity and hostility with Him by 
our own choosing, and this so as to be “carnal”? 
The internet is preparing millions of individuals to accept ◦
the “mark of the beast”! Will the “mark” actually be a 
computer identification and cyber finance chip, invented by 
man in accordance to demonic influence, which sets the 
stage for human government coercion and control?3098 In 
this world of “quick and easy,” most folks will have no 
problem accepting the mark necessary for corporeal 
existence to remain: simple, safe, easy, and comfortable.3099 

3097 Philippians 4:4-9; Matthew 6:25-34; Romans 8:26-28; Colossians 1:9-14. 
3098 Revelation 13:16, 17.
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Will life actually remain simple, safe, easy, and comfortable 
when acceptance of the mark leads to involvement within 
the wrath of God, and an eternity of dwelling within the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone?3100 As we are 
currently living amongst the apostate (carnal) church 
emphasized by the church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22), 
believing riches and comfort to be an indication of success 
even within supposed Christianity; are we truly prepared for 
Christ’s return (veil lifted), or will we continue denying the 
revelation of what must occur so as to “feel” comfortable in 
the moment (veil remains)?3101 For information sake please 
consider one truth of the emphasized internet (World Wide 
Web), for a web is a woven obstacle which ensnares and 
entangles; which is exactly what the internet (World Wide 
Web) does when utilized un-righteously! 

Again, “sanctification” is the blessing of being set apart unto the •
Lord, and made holy; for He is holy. This blessing from the 
Lord is imperative, if we are to have and maintain the strength 
and guidance of the Lord to abstain from the world and its 
ways! This blessing is terribly hindered and many times 
withdrawn completely, if and when we choose to be selfishly 
disobedient; for we cannot drink from both the cup of the Lord 
and the cup of demons!3102 

 
A personal relationship with God vs. secular religion. 6.

Although “religion” portrays supposed means of salvation, and •
supposed means by which humankind may please or assist God; 
the truthful reality yet remains that only a personal relationship 
with God will bring forth the victorious deliverance of salvation, 
and the only pleasing factor of human existence (reverent 
submission); so that the Lord may both will and work within us 
that which pleases Himself!3103 “Religion” always feeds the 

3099 Revelation 13:16, 18.
3100 Revelation 14:9-13; 16:1-21.
3101 cf. 2 Peter 2:1-9; Luke 17:26-36; Hebrews 10:36-39; 1 John 2:27-3:10; 

2 Corinthians 3:4-18.
3102 1 Corinthians 10:20-22.
3103 John 6:44, 45; 14:6; Hebrews 12:1-11; Romans 8:26-30; Philippians 1:6, 21; 2:12, 13.
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desires of emotional human existence (the flesh), thereby 
placing emphasis back upon “self.” Within “religion,” going with 
the status quo within compromise is generally acceptable; 
whereas within the “relationship” (the Way) between individual 
believers and the Lord (actual Christianity), the emphasis is 
solely upon Him spiritually, thereby disallowing close 
associations or involvements with the world. “Religion” 
condoning close relationships with the world, denies the 
righteous work of God (sanctification); whereas dwelling within 
the “relationship” allows full access for His work in our lives 
(fruit of the Spirit).  
“Religion” being void of spiritual wisdom, understanding, •
knowledge, and discernment pertaining to God, has necessity 
of rituals, icons, symbols, philosophies, doctrines, and 
traditions; whereas within the “relationship,” the 
aforementioned aspects of necessity within religion are 
adamantly denied for the sake of maintained uncompromising 
fellowship with God. The former (religion) is an attempt to 
seek and know God in the physical realm (walking by sight; 
spiritual emulated mimic); whereas the latter (actual 
Christianity) is the reality of actually being known by God as 
His legitimate children (walking by faith; led by God).3104 
We know that Christianity (as distinguished from the Christian •
“religion”) is the way of salvation, for within the entirety of 
bases of faith throughout the world, only Jesus is truth in 
reality; which is proven only by close intimate fellowship with 
Him, which is the most astounding reality (Amen)!3105 
All who have never actually been taught by the Lord •
“personally,” which cannot be emulated or mimicked by human 
beings, are void of the reality of God; for without His personal 
teaching and embrace, there is no prove of His indwelling! 
Those ensnared by religion (weak and worthless elemental 
things), will never know the immensity of the reality of God; for 
all must first make supplication unto the Lord for the truth of 
the relationship, and be willing to live within the revealed truth 

3104 Galatians 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21; cf. Hebrews 12:7, 8; Romans 8:14.
3105 Mark 16:9-14; 1 Corinthians 15:12-19; John 20:11-31; cf. John 15:1-16:4.
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by rejection of all that is of darkness!3106 Attempting to hold to 
the old (religion) while seeking involvement in the new 
(spiritual relational reality) can never occur; for an endeavor of 
this type is foundational to double-mindedness, in seeking to 
live within the darkness of religiosity, and the light of relational 
truth simultaneously!3107 For the sake of actual salvation, 
individuals must forsake the old completely, or at least be 
willing to do so, for the Lord to draw them unto the saving 
relationship (spiritual relational reality); for without volition to 
submit unto the authority of the Lord, which righteously 
involves light and truth while rejecting darkness and deception, 
He cannot divinely work within individuals, when they have 
refused to come out of practiced darkness!3108 

 
As a reiteration, please understand that the epistles to the individual 7.
churches found in the New Testament, were letters affirming 
appropriate righteous behavior, while holding words of necessary 
correction for inappropriate unrighteous behavior; while all that was 
written was for follow up pertaining to the spoken ministry which 
occurred initially. This with the exception of the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), Acts, and Revelation). 

During the year or more that the Apostles were personally •
ministering to the individual churches, much information and 
reiteration was proclaimed pertaining to the spiritual reality of a 
relationship with God; which included proclamation of 
individual testimonies including rendered testimonials from 
experiences of the spiritual reality.  
This being a matter of fact, which emphasizes the spiritual •
strength which can come from those who have learned the 
imperatives necessary to humbly and devotionally submit unto 
the Lord; should make example to everyone who hears, the 
importance of learning and practicing going unto the Lord who 
is the actual Teacher of spiritual matters, from whom comes 
spiritual growth!  

3106 Romans 8:3-8; Galatians 3:10-26; 4:1-11, emphasis vs. 9-11.
3107 2 Corinthians 5:14-19.
3108 John 1:1-5; 3:16-21; 8:12; 12:35, 36, 44-50; Romans 13:11-14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; cf. 

Matthew 6:22-24.
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Spirituality is greatly hindered within those who maintain the •
necessity to cling to other human beings, yet spiritual growth 
comes to those who look beyond human instruction, unto the 
Teaching of the One who is masterful and righteous in all 
things! Initially, a combination of both the instruction, and 
the reality of actual spiritual teaching from the Lord, work 
very well together; for individuals are allowed to witness in 
others the devotional diligence which leads to spiritual 
successes, while also witnessing the result in others when 
earnest effort was never put forth! Coming to the spiritual 
relational reality is truly a learning process, which is worth the 
greatest of effort! 
Example can be witnessed during the reading of the epistles, •
that although a few (remnant) taking the instruction seriously 
came to the spiritual relational reality in a short period of time, 
leading to their submission unto the Lord; many others 
continuing to straddle the fence of indecision (double-
mindedness), took much longer periods of time, and this if they 
ever came to the spiritual relational reality at all! 
Within all this, the lesson to be learned is that the Lord is •
deserving of our greatest: love, efforts, reverence, and devotion! 
If and when we have done our best unto the Lord today, we will 
have no place for regret tomorrow! 

 
It is quite realistic that we are truly known by our “fruits”; not by 8.
words devoid of actions (fruits). 

Being “indwelled” by the Holy Spirit renders righteous •
motivation pertaining to all aspects of the “reality of God” and 
the “reality of the Christ” (glory of Christ); for it is from this 
motivation foundational to God’s righteousness, by which the 
legitimate children of God make time for God, while 
maintaining disciplined diligence to abide both in the Lord and 
in the Gospel!3109 
Although the world has multitudes who claim to know and love •
the Lord God, the reality of the spiritual relationship with Him 
is proven by the abundance of extent by which the legitimate 

3109 John 8:31-36; 15:1-17; Philippians 1:21-24.
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children of God endeavor, with great diligence to do their best 
unto the Lord each and every day; whereas those aloof the 
reality within but assumption, conjecture and concept of the 
relationship, have many words which they speak, while yet 
showing little action (God’s manifest fruits) which “proves” the 
spiritual relational reality. 
The legitimate children of God who are led by the Lord, know •
what must be done by the grace of God, and fulfill the necessary 
tasks; whereas the illegitimate children of God and lukewarm 
believers having simple understanding of what must be done, 
render many words foundational to the understanding, yet 
never seem to actually fulfill the necessary tasks; unless of 
course they can gain notoriety by actual action, or are seeking to 
go with a group of other “talkers” who alone would never seek 
involvement in fulfillment of necessary tasks. 
The reality of this is that the legitimate children of God are •
devotionally disciplined and diligent “doers” of the Word; 
whereas illegitimate children and lukewarm believers remain 
simple “hearers” who delude themselves! The legitimate 
children of God go to great extents to fulfill necessary 
devotion and righteousness; whereas the illegitimate children 
of God and lukewarm believers go only as far as their flesh will 
allow! Within this reality it becomes plainly evident; those 
who live according to the Spirit, and those who live according 
to the flesh!3110 
The reality of the spiritual relational reality is proven by •
necessary actions (God’s fruits manifest and fulfilled); for where 
God is leading, there are always righteous actions which 
emphasize God’s masterful righteous leadership!3111 When 
illegitimate children of God and lukewarm believers witness 
some of the things which must be accomplished, which many 
times involves “tough love” and precise disciplined actions and 
accountability, they will criticize and gossip (more words only) 
pertaining to what occurred; while the legitimate children do 
what they must with little concern as to what is said and/or 

3110 James 1:19-27; 2:14-26; Romans 8:1-17.
3111 Romans 8:14.
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believed in ignorance; for we remain concerned only with the 
fact that God knows all things, and masterfully leads for 
fulfillment of His righteousness!3112 
The legitimate children of God do not attempt to explain the •
reality of their spiritual service unto God to those who are 
illegitimate or lukewarm; for as the Spirit and the flesh are 
opposed to each other, there is no righteous reason in attempts 
to explain spiritual matters to the flesh of others!3113 Those of 
the Spirit are led by the Holy Spirit, and having actual 
knowledge pertaining to our purpose, fulfill our purpose most 
times without “words”; whereas those who live according to the 
flesh speak a plethora of words, which remain without actions 
beyond what the “flesh” will allow! 
The reality remains that when the divine work of God has taken •
us beyond the flesh unto the spiritual reality (glory of Christ; 
reality of the Christ); the spiritual reality becomes a basis of our 
existence, as we “abide in the Lord” and He “abides in us,” for 
we “abide in each other!”3114 Those who live solely for the flesh, 
as the “good” divine work of God has never begun, may have a 
concept of the spiritual reality as it is but an aspect of their exis-
tence; while yet with but a concept of the spiritual reality, they 
cannot and will not gain knowledge of the spiritual relational 
reality of which they have never actually experienced! Those of 
the Spirit live for the Lord; whereas those aloof the Spirit live 
for the flesh!3115 All the assumption and conjecture in the minds 
of humankind cannot change this reality; for actual righteous 
spirituality is wholly by the divine “good” work of God!3116 All 
else is of the flesh, and emotional (carnal) religiosity!3117 

 
Because a personal relationship with Jesus saves from the wages of sin 
which is death, and because religion will save no one; please render unto 
the Lord your sincere love, reverence, and admiration, within the seek-

3112 Philippians 1:27, 28.
3113 Romans 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; Galatians 5:16-26, specific v. 17.
3114 John 15:4-9.
3115 Romans 8:1-17, specific vs. 5-14.
3116 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; cf. John 3:31-36; 6:44, 45; Hebrews 5:8-10.
3117 Colossians 2:20-23.
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ing of truth! He is faithful to bring forth all spiritual growth and bless-
ing; from the time of your devotion’s rendering, if pure motive and 
intent is witnessed; for it must be remembered, the Lord will look to 
the core of an individual’s existence (motive and intent), and therefore 
always knows the truth pertaining to each of us! Please make supplica-
tion unto the Lord for one thing—“truth”; for this supplication 
involving Him will always be answered, if it is rendered in love, with 
reverence (selflessly)! 

Throughout the book, I have rendered the truth! The truths which 
have been presented, especially pertaining to “religions,” have angered 
many folks; and although it was never my intention to anger folks, I 
will never apologize for presenting the truth; for without coming into 
the light of truth, only the potential for delusive darkness remains, espe-
cially when being held captive within the schemes of Satan involving 
the darkness of religion! It is terrible how multitudes will argue for the 
religion they have followed and adhered to, when their supposed 
“Christian” basis of belief violates numerous or all Scriptural standards 
pertaining to God; then when the truth of the religion is presented to 
them and taken captive to the Gospel, they will many times maintain 
continuation to argue in ignorance against the truth; for foolish ad-
olescent pride hates the light of truth, although only actual knowledge 
of the truth can displace ignorance! Because most individuals who hold 
to religion have never investigated the origins of the religion they fol-
low, profess, and adhere to; proclamation of truth is many times very 
difficult, although we have listened to their professions prior to any in-
depth discussions, in hopes they will listen to the truth! My concern is 
for the salvation of all; and although a plethora of individuals will not 
actually be saved through the religion the profess, I have done my best 
(by the grace of God) to reach out with the light of truth, so that all in 
whom I come in contact may achieve freedom in Christ (literally), which 
is freedom indeed!3118 I praise God for the opportunity to suffer for 
the sake of righteous truth; for by God’s grace, and through actual in-
timate fellowship with Him, I endure the harshness for the sake of 
anyone to whom I come in contact.3119 Praise God for the reality of 
Him, for the reality although ineffable to those aloof the reality, is 

3118 John 8:31-36; 2 Corinthians 4:5, 6; Ephesians 5:3-17; Colossians 1:9-14.
3119 John 14: 16, 17; 15:26, 27; 16:13-15; 1 John 4:1-6.
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absolutely beautiful, pure, righteous, and astounding! I hope the best 
for everyone, yet without individual willingness to deny “self” and come 
out darkness into the light of truth, there is nothing that can be done 
for them! Please remember—“religion” is the primary means by which 
Satan deceives the whole world, minus a remnant of devotional and 
selfless believers; all Satan has to do to hold anyone in bondage, is to 
keep individuals from the light of truth regarding their existence and 
practices! Please resist the Great Deceiver by selflessly submitting unto 
the Lord; for when we are in the Lord, Satan must flee because of God’s 
might!3120 External of the Lord, we actually have nothing but potential 
for delusive and carnal trouble; for the majority of endeavor, including 
religiosity, is but “vanity” and striving after wind!3121 

WONDERFUL SHEPHERD 
There once was a wonderful Shepherd, whom truly loved His sheep.3122 
Many of His flock came to know His voice, learned to trust His instruc-
tion and leadership, knowing that the loving Shepherd always sought 
the best for them.3123 Those of the flock, whom trusted the Shepherd 
enough to heed His words and nurturing leadership, were kept close and 
did not seek to stray; for they knew His lovingkindness is everlasting.3124 
Others of the flock were not fully aware of the Shepherds lovingkindness, 
and seeking to find such wonderful love elsewhere, were constantly seek-
ing different paths away from the safety of the wonderful Shepherd.3125 
These fell into difficulties which were not necessary, because they chose 
to stray from the warmth and protection of the Shepherd’s nurtured lead-
ership! No matter how far astray they went, the Shepherd was always 
watching and waiting to once again embrace them.3126  

If you are astray, please return to His loving embrace; He eagerly 
awaits you.3127  

May the Lord Jesus bless “you” with true abounding: freedom, 
knowledge, growth, and love!3128 

3120 James 4:3-10; cf. Romans 8:28-34.
3121 Ecclesiastes 1:1-12:14; Emphasis 1:14-17; 3:14; 12:1-14.
3122 John 3:1-21; 10:1-18.
3123 Romans 8:28; Hebrews 13:20, 21.
3124 Psalm 136:1-26.
3125 Matthew 7:13-27.
3126 Luke 15:11-32; cf. Hebrews 13:5, 6.
3127 1 Peter 2:25; Luke 15:20.
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MY FRIEND 
My Friend, I stand in judgment now, and feel that you are to 

blame somehow. 
On earth I walked with you day by day, and never did you point 

the way. 
You knew the Lord in truth and glory, but never did you tell 

the story. 
My knowledge then was very dim, yet you could have led me 

safe to Him. 
Though we lived together here on earth, you never told me of 

the second birth.  
And now I stand this day condemned, because you failed to 

mention Him. 
You taught me many things, that’s true: I called you “friend,” 

and trusted you. 
But I learn now that it’s too late, and you could have kept me 

from this fate. 
We walked by day, and talked by night, and yet you showed me 

not the light.  
You let me live, and love, and die, you knew I’d never live on 

high. 
Yes, I called you “friend” in life, and trusted you through joy 

and strife. 
And yet, on coming to this dreadful end, I cannot now, call you 

“My Friend.” 
Author Unknown 

 
Numbers 6:24-26: The LORD bless you, and keep you;  
The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious to 
you; The LORD lift up His countenance on you, And give  
you peace.

3128 John 8:31, 32, 36; 15:9-11; 1 Corinthians 3:1-11.
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