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Wisdom From the District
Commander

Hello everyone. It is almost
September and at the time this
newsletter goes out, the Legion
Family will be in Louisville for
National Convention. I’ll see
many of you there and it will be
a good time. Hopefully, we’ll
bring back a lot of good
information and greetings from
across the globe.

2025-2026 Officers and Staff
﻿
Commander Burnell Rau 301 N. 3rd St.
Continental, Ohio 45831 
(419) 969-4705 bernrau@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Jeff Hess 111 S 5th St
Waterville, OH 43566-1304   (509) 995-6595
jeffhess_20@outlook.com

2nd Vice Commander Nicole Rush 3301 W
Lincolnshire Blvd Toledo, Ohio 43606-1224
(419) 297-2133 nrush06@yahoo.com

Adjutant Kevin Motter
516 W. Main St. Montpelier, Ohio 43543 (419) 630-
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Finance Russell Bohland
223 Dean Rd. Temperance, MI 48133 (734) 847-
3543 rgbcsb@buckeye-express.com

Chaplain Ron Distel 2010 S Nissen Rd Elmore,
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crosswindacre@aol.com
﻿
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September 11 th is Patriots Day
“Let us not forget”.
September 18 th is the Birthday
of my beloved Air Force.
Established in 1947, which
makes this service 79 years old.
I personally spent just over 29
years as a member of it.
Wouldn’t know where I would
be without it. “Salute!”
The only things that I have
done this past month, as your
District Commander, was make
a cameo appearance at the
District Golf Outing and attend
the DEC meeting in Delaware.
Bradner Post 338 did a great
job setting up and hosting the
District Golf Outing. Thank you
Bradner. The outing had a great
turnout (it sure seemed like a
bunch of folks were there).
All branches of the Legion
Family should have their
membership cards now. 2027
Membership is underway.
Department First Vice
Commander Holly Lewis is
passionate about our
Department’s membership. I’m
sure our District First Vice
Commander will have
information on the membership
initiative and the push to talk to
your veterans.
I’ll post the same information
about the 541 Family
Homecoming: Continental Post
541 is having a Joint
Homecoming on October 10 th .
We have major representation
in the Ohio Legion Family this
year. Mindi Rue is Department
of Ohio’s Auxiliary President,
Todd Bidlack is Detachment of
Ohio’s SAL Commander, Chris
Hoeffel is the SAL 1 st District
Commander and I am your 1 st
District Legion Commander. We
are combining for one big party.
If you ever have any questions
or advice about the District or
Legion (in general), call or text
419-969-4705.
I put this in the last newsletter
article, but (please) consider
hosting an event this year.
Show off your hometown
Legion Post and members. Any
post wishing to host an event
can let one of the District
Officers know (call or text)

Web Site: https://www.thegreatfirstdistrict.com
Jayson Montgomery
jracmm@gmail.com

Facebook www.facebook.com/The American
Legion-Great FIRST District of OHIO 

Upcoming E-Boards and Conferences

Fall Conference: October 11th, 2026
A.E.E.E.W. POST 373 5939 STATE ROUTE 109
DELTA, OHIO Conference begins at 1:30 pm,
Executive Board follows the Conference.

Mid-Winter Conference: January 10th, 2027
Adams Township Post 553
206 S. BYRNE ROAD TOLEDO, OHIO
Conference begins at 1:30 pm, Executive Board
follows the Conference.

Spring Conference: March 21st, 2027
Bowling Green Post 45
(Meets at VFW Post 1148)
719 S. MAIN STREET BOWLING GREEN, OHIO
Conference begins at 1:30 pm, Executive Board
follows the Conference.

District Convention: May 23rd, 2027
Whitehouse Post 384
6910 PROVIDENCE STREET, WHITEHOUSE,
OHIO
Convention Committees meet at 8:30 am
Convention scheduled to start at 9:30 am.

*Dress for all Conferences and E-Boards is Legion
Business Casual, Uniform Cap, Legion Polo and
Slacks. Dress for the District Convention is Legion
Dress, Uniform Cap, Blue Blazer, Tie, Slacks.



about it. Better yet, be at the
Fall/Winter E-
Board/Conference. E-Board is
where we vote on locations for
all events.
If you have something that you
would like one of the table
officers to attend or be involved
with, invite us.
See you soon…

For God and Country,

Burnell Rau
Commander

Membership With the 1st Vice Jeff
Hess

Now is the time to start asking your
members to renew. With the per capita
increase coming at the beginning of
January members that renew before the
end of the year will save money if your
post has to raise its dues and the post
won’t have to pay the higher per capita.
Members can also renew on the
national website for three years. When
members renew on the national website
they can choose automatic renewal and
their dues will be charged to their credit
card every time their membership
comes up for renewal. (Yearly or every
three years) As a reminder, if a member
is not current they cannot use the
National Insurance Trust. The
membership year begins on January 1
st . Therefore, if a member is not paid
after January 1 st they lose this benefit
until they are paid. If something
happens to the member in a gape in
membership the insurance will not pay.

Activities With the 2nd Vice Nicole
Rush

Hello Legionnaires!
As we move into this month, let’s carry
forward the heart of who we are:
veterans supporting veterans. Every
event we attend is more than just
another date on the calendar. It is an
opportunity to reconnect with old
friends, meet new ones, strengthen our
posts, and remind ourselves why The
American Legion family is so important.
One opportunity to come together is the
Dept trap shoot tournament in
Marengo, Oh on Sunday Sep 6th.
Events like this give us a chance to
enjoy some friendly competition and
comradery while supporting the people
and traditions that make our legion
community special.
As we gather at events throughout the
District, I also encourage each of us to
think about membership. Membership
isn’t simply about numbers-it’s about
people. Every new member brings
another story, another set of
experiences another voice, and another



I attended the National Membership
Workshop in Indianapolis on Aug 6 th
though the 8 th . There was a lot
of great information in that workshop.
One of the things they talked about was
a way to help cut the cost of
membership. Posts could have a
fundraiser that is dedicated to
membership. The funds from that
project could be used to offset
membership dues. So instead of a
member paying $40 for example they
could pay $30 and the money from the
fund raiser could be used to pay the
rest.
I am very interested in doing a county or
district revitalization. We will need
volunteers to help make phone calls,
knock on doors, and greet people as
they come in. We will also need a
service officer that can process claims.
In addition, we will need a post to host
the event. Lunch will be provided to all
of the volunteers. I would like to do this
in January or February. If your Post
would like to host this event or if
you would like to volunteer to help
please let me know.
As of the time of this writing the District
membership was at 1,813 which is
28.10% of goal. I think that is pretty
good for this point in the membership
year. We need to talk to our members
and encourage them to renew before
the end of the year. The first quote
deadline is Sept 9 th . If your Post
makes qouta by that date you will split
$4,000 with any other posts that make
quota by that date. The next quota
date after Sept is Nov 11 th . If your
Post is quota by that date you will split
$6,000 with any other posts that make
quota by that date.

Respectfully submitted
Jeff Hess
1st Vice Commander

opportunity to strengthen the future of
the American Legion.
So, this month I challenge you: Bring a
friend, check on a buddy, invite a
veteran to an event, or reach out to
someone you haven’t seen in a while.
Sometimes all it takes is a personal
invitation to remind someone that there
is still a place for them at the table.
Together, let’s continue building a
District where veterans and their
families feel welcomed, valued, and
connected. Keep sending in flyers to
post and county events. I look forward
to seeing you out and around the
District. Let’s make it a great month!

Respectfully submitted,
Nicole Rush
2nd Vice Commander



Chaplain’s Thoughts with Chaplain
Ron Distel

Greetings Comrades,
Happy September, can't believe that
FALL is just three weeks away. - --
Where does the time go???
I was informed last week that Past 1st
District Commander 1989-1990 Robert
"BOB" Kane is in Hospice Care as he
continues to battle Cancer that is
invading his body. Next -- - - - "Our"
current 1st District Commander Bernie
Rau has been visiting his Doctor for a
Serious ear infection that also could
effect his balance. lastly "Our" Finance
Officer Russell Bowland has been going
through issues of Partial loss of vision in
his left eye, causing an array of
problems and concerns.- - - - - -Please
keep all of these dedicated
individuals in your thoughts and
Prayers.
With prices out of control reach out to
your neighbors and make sure that they
are O.K.. -- -- - -Many will not let on that
they are sacrificing food for bills.- - - - - -
Also with colder weather approaching
some may be lacking proper protection. 
"WE" all have a THREE day holiday
weekend coming up . If your going on a
trip "BE CAREFUL". What ever your
doing this month --------- STAY SAFE.    
In Closing don't forget that appointment
that you have every Sunday Morning.---
--- See you in Church
God Bless and Thank Care

Respectfully
Ron Distel
District Chaplain
                                               

From the Desk of the Adjutant Kevin
Motter

NOTICE OF PER-CAPITA INCREASE
AND 2027 DUES CARDS!
The $5.00 Department Per-Capita increase
was passed at the Convention in Toledo
Ohio. This will take effect 1 January 2027.
National and Department Per-Capita, (what
National and Department both keep in
dues) was $32.50. With this raise it will go
to $37.50 per member. It is suggested you
raise your dues to $40.00 at a minimum.
Dues notice mailings were delayed coming
from the National HQ. The next scheduled
mailing should be in the October/November
timeframe.
I have re-started the 1st District Adjutant's
Call for the third Wednesday each month.
This is an informal get together of Post and
County Adjutants with me to discuss issues
and even possibly come up with solutions.
Our last one was on August 19th, and our
next will be September 16th. Check your
email for the link to join the meetings.
GO ARMY!

v/r
Kevin Motter
1st District Adjutant

NEWS FROM NATIONAL HQ AND THE DEPARTMENT OF OHIO

We are still waiting for the renewal reminders from National Headquarters with no ETA due to
technical difficulties. 
In the meantime, please contact your Posts and Squadrons and encourage them to begin
reaching out to their members. Emails and phone calls are a great way to remind members that
it is time to renew their membership. 
If you are still in possession of 2027 Membership Cards, please contact the Posts and/or
Squadrons whose cards you have and make arrangements to get the cards to them.
This will help ensure our Posts and Squadrons receive their cards as quickly as possible and will
help reduce the high volume of calls to the Department regarding membership cards. 
Urgent Reminder – Annual Reports
Please continue to collect Consolidated Reports and Officer Certifications. Both reports are
past due.
Posts and Squadrons that have not submitted their Officer Certification are expired in
myLegion and are unable to process membership. Please make sure these reports are
submitted as soon as possible so your Post or Squadron can continue processing membership. 



Department Bowling Committee – Teams Meeting
2nd Vice Commanders, 
You are invited to participate in the Department Bowling Committee Teams meeting on
Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 p.m. You should have already received the Teams meeting
invitation.
The purpose of this meeting is to brainstorm and identify possible locations for the 2028 and
2029 Department Bowling Tournaments.
📅 When: Wednesday, September 9
⏰ Time: 7:00 PM
💻 Where: Microsoft Teams
Hosts: Department 2nd Vice Commander Kenneth LaVoy and Department Bowling Chairman
Peggy Gross
We try to have the tournament locations scheduled two years in advance, but we are currently
having difficulty finding Posts willing to host the tournaments.
I am asking each District 2nd Vice Commander to reach out to the Posts in your District to see if
there is a Post that would be interested in hosting one of the upcoming Department Bowling
Tournaments.
Let's see if we can get some Posts interested in hosting and get the next couple of years
scheduled!
I have attached the Department Bowling Bid Packet for any Posts that may be interested in
hosting. Please share the packet with any Post that would like more information about what is
required to host the tournament.
Thank you for your help in reaching out to your Posts and helping us get the 2028 and 2029
tournaments scheduled.
First Vice Commanders! 
Department 1st Vice Commander Holly Lewis and Department 2nd Vice Commander Kenneth
LaVoy will be hosting a monthly Teams meeting for all First Vice Commanders on the 4th
Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM, Starting on September 24, 2026.
These meetings will be a great opportunity to share information, discuss membership and Post
activities, address questions or concerns, and learn from one another as we work together to
strengthen our Posts and the Department.
📅 When: 4th Thursday of each month
⏰ Time: 6:00 PM
💻 Where: Microsoft Teams
👩‍💼 Host: Department 1st Vice Commander Holly Lewis
All District 1st and 2nd Vice Commanders were invited by TEAMS; I have email all Post 1st and
2nd Vice Officers but many emails have bounced back. Please connect with your Post /
Squadron Officers for correct emails and phone numbers so they will have the most up to date
information. We are no longer mailing information. 
Department Tournaments 
8th Annual Roger M. Hight State Bowling Tournament
Please see the attached flyer.
February 13-14, 20-21, 26 & 27-28
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
February 26: 5:00 PM start
Hosted by Mt. Carmel Post 72
Location: Cherry Grove Lanes
4005 Hill Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45255
Hotel: Holiday Inn & Suites Cincinnati Eastgate
4501 Eastgate Blvd.
Cincinnati, OH 45245
(513) 752-4400
$109 + tax 
Dates to Remember
September 7: National and Department offices will be closed in observance of Labor Day.
September 9: Department Bowling Tournament Committee 7 PM via Teams
September 16: Department Golf Tournament Committee 7 PM via Teams
September 24: First Meeting - All First and Second Vice Commander Teams Meeting, 6 PM.
October 3: Standing Commission Meetings



MMPA (Membership & Post Activities) Commission Meeting via Teams 9 AM- Call Letters
will be mailed next month to District 1st and 2nd Vice Commanders 

Thank you for everything you are doing to continue growing our membership and strengthening
our Posts and Squadrons! 
Let's have a great membership year!
 
V/r, 
 
Sherry Yockey
Membership & Post Activities Manager
The American Legion Department of Ohio
60 Big Run Rd.
Delaware, OH 43315
(740)816-7552













NEWS FROM AROUND THE GREAT FIRST DISTRICT

North Baltimore Veterans Never Forgotten
by John W. Harden

Nestled on the back wall of the stage in the hall of American Post 539, North Baltimore Ohio is a
piece of history local veterans are very proud of.  A mural painted in 1952 by a local painter
named “Karl Barth” is affixed to the wall.
On this painting are 4 North Baltimore veterans that served in World War II along with scenes
depicting explosions in the background and if you look real close a sniper.  
As the story is told, this painting was displayed above the canteen since 1952 in a previous
location that was home to Post 539.  When that building was evacuated and bulldozed to rubble,
the painting was salvaged and stored in a garage adjacent to the current home of Post 539 In
1987.  The new post opened in 1988 and it wasn’t until approximately 1997 the painting that all



but had been forgotten was “found” in the same place it was stored 10 years earlier.  Then
Commander Sam Bretz brought it out of storage and discovered that it fit perfectly in the hall, on
the back wall of the stage. It was later sealed for protection and hangs where it was hung in
1997.
The individuals on the mural are World War II Veterans that lived in North Baltimore.  Frank
Paden AAC, Dale Symonds Army, Arvid Steif USMC, and Hilas Brown Navy.  Each went on to
successful lives and some had harrowing stories from their time serving.  
This mural, albeit of World War II veterans, not only represents the “War to End all Wars”
veterans but all veterans past and present from North Baltimore Ohio that have served in
defense our Great Nation.

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP STATS



Past Department Commander Stan makes
BIG Contribution!

Past Department Commander Stan Oren recently
presented his selected Charity, Challenged
Champions with a check totaling $17,947.01
Thanks Stan for making an impact!

American Legion Toledo Post 335

At our July 24, 2026 meeting, our Post was
presented a T-shirt by Scouting America -
Erie Shores Council. Pictured is Nelson
Shaffer of Scouting America – Erie Shores
Council, along with John Gentle of
American Legion Post #335. Nelson is
presenting John with a Miakonda Day
Camp T-shirt that shows all of the sponsors
for this year’s day camp. Post #335 gave a
donation of $2,500 to assist Scouting
America – Erie Shores Council and the
Buffalo Soldiers in their initiative to send
youth to camp for free.

District Membership Stats for August 26th, 2026

https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionpost335toledo?__cft__[0]=AZaAzvSTZPYjbyHPswcBJPVE5O8S5ex6AGTal5qn1YTbrG0kLdfDTCcrnYyVYIX2e5VBcq5pkgoRDz85rP2wJ1ky4aRZMgc103SSTTZeswX6_gZqRCfniwKdLrNOa35UKF_LkdyiCqoXD-QtL0DPPFZZ6IL4S_UdQZyuGg1wsdOSkvjmd9RowYzUd_Nau9dpSPXmITBg8bMlbGp7JKgnw2nY&__tn__=-UC*F












COUNTY COUNCIL SCHEDULE





News about Post Grants from Ohio American
Legion Charities Inc.
Charles Stennis, Past Department Commander and
President of Charities Inc., said they are in the
process of establishing a separate 501(c)
organization to meet the requirements of the Ohio
Attorney General's office regarding granting money
back to Posts for improvements. This process should
be completed by the end of the year. New guidelines
and an application process will be established.

If your Post has news it would like to appear in the Great FIRST District Newsletter, please
submit it to the Editor by the 25th of the month for the next issue at: 1stdistrictohio@gmail.com

















AMERICAN LEGION BASIC TRAINING
 
How many members of your Post have taken The American Legion Basic Training Course?
Have you taken The American Legion Basic Training Course?
Knowledge is Power. Find the Basic Training Course online at www.legion.org

Attend District Conferences and Conventions, WIN FREE Money!

Did you know your Post can win between $100 and $400 just by having any Post Officer attend a
District Conference or Convention? We draw one Poker Chip at the end of each Conference with
a Post Number from each Post in the Great FIRST District, if a member of your Post is present,
your Post WINS! If not, the money rolls over to the next meeting.
See the meeting schedule on the front page!

NEXT DRAWING IS WORTH $100.00
ALL YOUR POST NEEDS TO DO IS SEND A DELEGATE!



Not getting the Ohio Legion News?

Click on this QR Code:

1st District Facebook Page

Now you can find and share the Great FIRST District
Facebook Page with your Post members by using
the QR Code. Point your smart phone camera at the
code and BOOM! You are there with all the up-to-
date information on District activities.

Or copy and paste the below into your web browser:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100091936718414

SUPPORT THESE GREAT VETERAN OWNED BUSINESSES

Metal Fabricator
17026 Co Rd 8, Montpelier, OH,

United States, Ohio
(808) 754-5725

Twistedrootsmetalworks@gmail.com
twistedrootsmetalworks.com

Providing mobile Dj, 360/Photobooth,
comedy magic, GAME SHOWS,
Furry Overstuffed Animal Karts,

more!
335 Empire Street, Montpelier, OH,

United States, Ohio
(567) 239-2493

dacluckey@hotmail.com
www.fourofakindent.com

Subscribe and Share the Great FIRST District
Newsletter

Of the nearly 7,041 Legionnaires in the District only 262 of them, with ALA and Sons, are
receiving this newsletter. Of that number, only half are opening and reading it.

﻿Help us grow those numbers. Every Legionnaire with an email address should be receiving it.
Forward it to your Post membership. Anyone who wishes to receive it only needs to send me

https://www.twistedrootsmetalworks.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXFOVmZxZ25Bblc2MDJoUnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ScB0im1O8y9U9EWP8uGnBpHGqbN_CUpPgjH6yJiS9XJoh5EkZwayFTkIhsA_aem_JHP32ZQxspqrljxzZHNVAw
https://www.fourofakindent.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXFOVmZxZ25Bblc2MDJoUnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7YofV-a7qKDamJNy-g9x0Otsb4G_1BsCRsPuHvETbzkxYcb7LTrCqnVYfo1g_aem_8qcfzwKyh_PliUWC9bA_kw


their name, Legion affiliation and an email address. If you have an event coming up, send it also
for inclusion in the newsletter to: 1stdistrictohio@gmail.com

Connect with us on Facebook or our website!

First District American Legion of Ohio | 516 West Main Street | Montpelier, OH 43543 US
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