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BASS – NOT THE TRIUMPH BUT THE STRUGGLE

CONCEPTS, TERMS, AND THEMES

•Cold War

•Boycott

•Harry Edwards

•Olympic Project for Human Rights 



BASS – NOT THE TRIUMPH BUT THE STRUGGLE

CORE QUESTIONS

What is Bass trying to say by using Tiger Woods in the Introduction?

What are some examples of sport and the civil rights movement colliding in the 1940s 

and 1950s provided by Bass? 

NYU, 1940

1956, Olympic Boycott 

1960 and 1964, Potential Olympic Boycotts 

In what ways did the Cold War restrict the political expression of black athletes? In what 

ways did black athletes find the Cold War useful?

What are examples provided of former American athletes commenting about the 

threatened Olympic boycott in 1968?

What was the fate of the threatened boycott? What was its impact? 



“ T WO  B L AC K  P OW E R  A DVO C AT E S  O U S T E D  F RO M  O LY M P I C S ”
N E W  YO R K  T I M E S



GOUDSOUZIAN – FROM LEW ALCINDOR TO KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR

CONCEPTS, TERMS, AND THEMES

•Platform 

•Nation of Islam



GOUDSOUZIAN – FROM LEW ALCINDOR TO KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR
CORE QUESTIONS

• Why do we yearn to know/understand/digest high-profile athletes?

• According to Kareem (based on 1970 interview, see p. 438), how did 
the CRM and BPM place different expectations and present different 
challenges to black athletes?

• In what ways did Kareem respond to and participate in the late-1960s 
“revolt of the black athlete”?

• What do you believe the author wants us to take away from this 
depiction of Kareem? What larger truths can we glean from the history 
of one person? 

• How and why did Wilt Chamberlain’s reputation change during the 
early 1970s? 



JACKIE ROBINSON’S LETTERS TO U.S. PRESIDENTS



READINGS FOR NEXT CLASS

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 –

Gender and Sexuality in Sport, Part I 

22. Iqbal Khan, Abraham. “Michael Sam, Jackie Robinson, and the 

Politics of Respectability.” Communication & Sport 5, no. 3 (2017): 331-51.

23. Spencer, Nancy E. “America’s Sweetheart” and “Czech-Mate”: A 

Discursive Analysis of the Evert-Navratilova Rivalry.” Journal of Sport & 

Social Issues 27, no. 1 (Feb. 2003): 18-37.

24. Lake, Robert J. “The ‘Bad Boys’ of Tennis: Shifting Gender and Social 

Class Relations in the Era of Nastase, Connors, and McEnroe.” Journal of 

Sport History 42, no. 2 (Summer 2015): 179-99.



PRIMARY SOURCE FOR NEXT CLASS

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 –

Gender and Sexuality in Sport, Part I 

Jason Collins retirement article “I’m Out”


