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Southbourne & Nutbourne Neighbourhood Planning 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
1. Can a Neighbourhood plan stop development? 
No – a neighbourhood plan can guide development to be more appropriate to local context 
and help decide where it goes within the area. A neighbourhood plan cannot stop 
development and government has made it clear that it is not a tool for residents to oppose 
proposals for new developments close to them.  
 
2. How is a Neighbourhood plan approved? 
Proposed neighbourhood development plans or orders need to gain the approval of a 
majority of voters of the neighbourhood (voting restricted to residents of the Parish ie 
Southbourne Parish) to come into force. If proposals pass the referendum, the local 
planning authority (ie CDC) is under a legal duty to bring them into force. 
 
3. What is the difference between a local plan and a Neighbourhood plan? 
What is a Council Local Plan? 
The national planning policy framework (nppf) defines a local plan as: 'The plan for the 
future development of the local area, drawn up by the local planning authority (ie CDC) in 
consultation with the community (ie Southbourne Parish Neighbourhood Plan). ... They set 
out a framework for the future development of an area on a 15-year horizon.   
 
4. What are the benefits of a Neighbourhood plan? 
Neighbourhood planning provides the opportunity for communities to set out a 
positive vision for how they want their community/ Neighbourhood Plan area to develop 
over a period of time. Communities can also address issues related to land use and 
development through the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
5. How is a Neighbourhood plan eventually approved adopted and put into legal force? 
A neighbourhood plan attains the same legal status as a local plan (and other documents 
that form part of the statutory development plan) once it has been approved at a 
referendum. At this point it comes into force as part of the statutory development plan. 
 
6. How long does a Neighbourhood plan last? 
A neighbourhood plan will normally last for fifteen years (Southbourne Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2034) to be reviewed Every five years. 
 
7. What is the role of a local plan? 
The local plan will guide the delivery of key infrastructure requirements in our area. The 
decisions about the delivery of infrastructure are critical to making the places that people 
want to live and work. If found 'sound' – the authority can then 'adopt' the plan, making it 
the statutory plan for the area. 
 
8. Why do we need a local plan? 
A local plan is a document which sets out planning policies and proposals for 
new development. ... One aim of a new Local Plan is to set out how the District will meet 
the unprecedented challenge of how to deliver the government's required increase in new 
homes in the most sustainable way. 
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9. How will the referendum be organised?  
The referendum will usually take place within 60 days of receiving CDC/examiner’s ‘Decision 
Statement’. The CDC Electoral Registration team will organise the referendum and will be 
responsible for meeting the costs. The referendum will be run in the same way as local 
elections, therefore the option for postal voting should be made available, as well as the 
ability to vote in person. All referendums will be advertised no later than 25 days before the 
poll is due to take place indicating the referendum, location and the date.  
 
10. How will the referendum be advertised?  
Information regarding any Neighbourhood Planning referendums will be made available on 
the Neighbourhood Planning webpages, CDC’s Info Centres, local libraries and where 
appropriate Council owned publicly accessible buildings within the referendum area at least 
28 days before the date of the referendum. This will include an Information Statement and 
the following documents.  
 

• The Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan;  
• The independent examiners report;  
• A summary of representations submitted to the examiner;  
• A statement that CDC is satisfied that the plan meets the basic conditions;  
• General information on town and country planning, including Neighbourhood 

Planning to ensure voters have sufficient knowledge to make an informed decision 
 
11. What will the required outcome be?  
The plan is required to obtain 50% plus 1 of those turning out to vote in the referendum to 
vote ‘yes’ in order for the plan to be adopted by CDC. It is important to note that there is no 
minimum turnout for the referendum to be valid.  
 
12. What happens if the vote is ‘Yes’? 
Following a successful referendum the SPC Neighbourhood Development Plan will be 
recommended to CDC Cabinet and Full Council for adoption. This will be at the first available 
meeting of Cabinet/Council possible following the referendum. Once the plan is adopted it 
will become part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area and will be used by 
Planning Officers and Planning committee at West Sussex Council to approve or refuse 
planning applications in the Neighbourhood Area.  
 
13. What will the referendum ballot look like? 
The front of the ballot paper will look similar to this: 
 

Referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan for Southbourne and Nutbourne 
Do you want Chichester District Council / West Sussex to use the Neighbourhood Plan for 
Southbourne & Nutbourne to help it decide planning applications in the Neighbourhood 
Area?  
Vote only ONCE by marking a cross (X) in the box next to your choice  
 

Yes  
No  
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14. What are the basic conditions that a draft neighbourhood plan must meet if it is to 
proceed to referendum? 

Only a draft neighbourhood Plan that meets each of a set of basic conditions can be put to a 
referendum and be made. The basic conditions are set out in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B 
to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as applied to neighbourhood plans by section 
38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The basic conditions are: 
a. having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the order (or neighbourhood plan). Read more 
details. 
b. having special regard to the desirability of preserving any listed building or its setting or 
any features of special architectural or historic interest that it possesses, it is appropriate to 
make the order. This applies only to Orders. Read more details. 
c. having special regard to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of any conservation area, it is appropriate to make the order. This applies only 
to Orders. Read more details. 
d. the making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) contributes to the achievement of 
sustainable development. Read more details. 
e. the making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) is in general conformity with the 
strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any 
part of that area). Read more details. 
f. prescribed conditions are met in relation to the Order (or plan) and prescribed matters 
have been complied with in connection with the proposal for the order (or neighbourhood 
plan). Read more details. 
Paragraph: 065 Reference ID: 41-065-20140306 
 
 
 


