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Southbourne & Nutbourne Neighbourhood Planning 
Latest Government Statements on national Planning Policy – May 2021 
 
The Planning white paper Planning for the Future, published in August 2020, setting out the 
Government's proposals for "once in a generation" reform of England's planning system, 
and separate proposals to reform the current system of calculating housing need proved 
controversial, with a commitment to build 300,000 new homes a year. 
 
On 1 April 2021 (!) the Government has published figures for indicative local housing need, 
using the updated methodology. This includes not progressing the proposed new way 
discussed in the 2020 consultation, but instead, will proceed with a ‘reformed standard 
method’ which reflects the commitment to levelling up and enables regeneration and 
renewal of urban areas.  Key points included: 
• More broadly, we heard suggestions in the consultation that in some places the numbers 

produced by the standard method pose a risk to protected landscapes and Green Belt. 
We should be clear that meeting housing need is never a reason to cause unacceptable 
harm to such places. But harm or homes is not a binary choice. We can plan for well 
designed, beautiful homes, with access to the right infrastructure in the places where 
people need and want to live while also protecting the environment and green spaces 
communities most value.  

• We can and must strive to build more homes, but to do so with sensitivity and care for 
the environment, heritage and the character of existing communities. 

• Many respondents to the consultation were concerned that the ‘targets’ provided by the 
standard method were not appropriate for individual local authority areas. Within the 
current planning system, the standard method does not present a ‘target’ in plan-
making, but instead provides a starting point for determining the level of need for the 
area, and it is only after consideration of this, alongside what constraints areas face, 
such as the Green Belt, and the land that is actually available for development, that the 
decision on how many homes should be planned for is made. It does not override other 
planning policies, including the protections set out in Paragraph 11b of the NPPF  or our 
strong protections for the Green Belt. It is for local authorities to determine precisely how 
many homes to plan for and where those homes most appropriately located. In doing 
this they should take into account their local circumstances and constraints. In order to 
make this policy position as clear as possible, we will explore how we can make changes 
through future revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework, including whether a 
renaming of the policy could provide additional clarity. 

• … principles of delivering more homes on brownfield land we will apply a 35 per cent 
uplift to the post-cap number generated by the standard method 

• In providing the important clarity and certainty to enable places to rapidly progress with 
their plans, and making no changes to the existing standard method, there will be no 
direct impact on the majority of authorities. These should continue to bring forward 
plans as quickly as possible. 

• Indicative Local Housing Need (December 2020 Revised Methodology) 
o E07000225 Local Authority: Chichester 753 
o E06000046 Isle of Wight 688 
o E07000090 Havant 504 

(the examples of Havant and IoW are used to highlight, that even with  the significant  
impact of the South Downs National Park and AONB affecting the area  available to build,  
Chichester has between 15-50% more housing need placed on them.) 
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The Covid-19 pandemic brought about some substantial changes to the planning system, 
aimed (the Government says) at creating a new system suitable for the 21st century, were 
the subject of consultation on the current planning system. Key areas were: 
• Local communities will be consulted from the very beginning of the planning process. By 

harnessing the latest technology through online maps and data, the whole system will 
be made more accessible 

• Valued green spaces will be protected for future generations by allowing for more 
building on brownfield land and all new streets to be tree lined 

• Much-needed homes will be built quicker by ensuring local housing plans are developed 
and agreed in 30 months – down from the current 7 years 

• Every area to have a local plan in place – currently only 50% of local areas has a plan to 
build more homes 

• The planning process to be overhauled and replaced with a clearer, rules based system. 
Currently around a third of planning cases that go to appeal are overturned at appeal 

• A new simpler national levy to replace the current system of developer contributions 
which often causes delay 

• The creation of a fast-track system for beautiful buildings and establishing local design 
guidance for developers to build and preserve beautiful communities 

• All new homes to be ‘zero carbon ready’, with no new homes delivered under the new 
system needed to be retrofitted as we achieve our commitment to net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050 

 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England voiced concerns about how community involvement 
would work within a zoning system.  In a preliminary response to the white paper, the Local 
Government Association said it was vital that new homes should be delivered through a 
locally-led planning system and communities should retain the right to shape the areas in 
which they live. 
 
Under Delivering a sufficient supply of homes, the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) sets out how LPAs should assess the size, type and tenure of housing needed, 
including affordable housing, and says that major development (defined as ten or more 
houses) should normally (but with certain exceptions) provide at least 10% of the homes for 
affordable home ownership. 
 
Permission in principle:  One of the key planning changes from the Housing and Planning 
Act 2016 was a new system of allowing the Secretary of State to grant planning “permission 
in principle”. Planning “permission in principle” is therefore a relatively new process which 
grants planning permission for housing-led development.  It separates the decision about 
the principle of whether housing development should be approved from a later technical 
details consent process. The in-principle matters relate to the location, use, and amount of 
development on a site.  It is expected that everything else will be reserved for the technical 
details consent stage.  Planning permission in principle would then have to be combined 
with a new “technical details consent” granted by the local authority before development 
could go ahead.  The PPG on permission in principle identifies the types of development to 
which LPAs cannot grant permission in principle; major development is outside the scope of 
permission in principle, unless the site is entered in Part 2 of a brownfield land register. 
The consultation document seeks views on extending permission in principle to cover major 
development.  The Government argues here that this change too would benefit SMEs.  The 
existing restrictions in the Permission in Principle Regulations relating to environmental 
impact assessments and habitats requirements would not change. 
 


