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Societies reports.

• Feature articles

Society Reports

Presidents letter ~ Page I

NDSGS President’s Letter
In my jobs as librarian and George’s “other dog”, I am usually

helping others with their genealogical searches. Last year I was fortu­
nate enough to discover something about my own family.

The local Arts Center hosted the exhibit, Snow Country Prison,
about World War II detainees at Fort Lincoln in Bismarck. The in­
stallation included white banners containing full-size photographs of
some of the prisoners. I entered the gallery and came face-to-face with
my father as a young man, around the time he had been a detainee.

I hope that when the exhibit finishes its out-of-state run that 1
will be able to obtain my father’s banner. I also plan to get a copy of
the picture from the Minnesota State Historical Society.

Discovering the picture was almost like having my father back
again for a little while. It made me even more aware of the importance
of saving and organizing historical and genealogical resources.

By a happy coincidence, the speaker at our March program was
Sharon Silengo, Photo Archivist at the Heritage Center. Sharon dis­
cussed handling photographs and the collections at the SHSND.

Daphne Drewello

BCHGS Report ~ Page 3

BMHGS Report ~ Page 5

CNDGS Report ~ Page 4

JRGC Report ~ Page 2

MKGS Report ~ Page 4

MRLGS Report ~ Page 2

RRVGS Report - Page 3

SWNDGS Report ~ Page 4

WCGS Report ~ Page 4

Thanks to all who submitted notes of interest for the newsletter

The North Dakota State Genealogical So­
ciety will meet at 1:00 PM June 16, 2006 at

the North Dakota Heritage Center. All Ge­
nealogical societies in North Dakota have paid their

membership and members are encouraged to attend or send a
representative of their society. Lets’ Network/

Next Meeting!
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James River Genealogy Club
Submitted by George Barron, (May 8,2006)

Our James River Genealogy Club held the first
meeting of 2006 on April 4 at the Northern Plains
Electric Cooperative in Carrington. We had a fair
turnout. The program was members reporting on
their winter projects and samples of things they
compiled.

A couple of us attended the recent 2006 Geneal­
ogy Workshop in Bismarck. We are now re­
energized after hearing featured speaker Henry
“Hank” Z. Jones, and other presenters. I might
even have to try another look at those old BURN­
ERS back in the 1700’s of the Virginia’s Shenan­
doah Valley!

Nita Werner, one of our members from Douglas,
WY attended our May 2 meeting, and we got a
look at her recently published Fandrich history,
“Fandrich Family Heritage 1775-2005”. Way to
go, Nita! Her Jamestown uncle, Vic Fandrich, pre­
sented our club with a copy of her book. The pro­
gram for our May meeting was member stories of
ghosts and ghost towns. Almost everyone had a
story or two.

The program for our June meeting is scheduled
to be video tapes of the recent PBS Antique Road
Show produced last summer at Bismarck. Two of
our members, Cathy and Sharon and husbands, are
off for a visit to Ireland during the last days of
May. We may be able to get them to tell us about
their experiences at the June meeting as well.

Our cemetery crew has been at work since De­
cember at constructing and checking a new data
base against the burials at Highland Home Ceme­
tery in Jamestown. This new collection of data
includes the usual cemetery information, but adds
the precise location of each burial. This project is
part of the preparation to be able to show visitors
to the 2008 125th Jamestown jubilee the location
of their buried ancestors.
Our officers are:
President: Cathy Paulson, Carrington, ND
Vice President: George Barron, Jamestown, ND
Secretary/Treasurer: Mary Kuhn, Jamestown, ND
Editor: Mary Kuhn, Jamestown, ND

North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
Mouse River Loop Genealogical Society
Submitted by John Mogren, (May 8.2006)

We continue to meet the first Saturday of each
month in the Minot Public Library and enjoy the fel­
lowship with other genealogists. Bev Haykel pro­
vided us with a program on Castle Garden, Amer­
ica’s first immigration Center. The website link is
http://www.CastleGarden.org CastleGarden.org of­
fers free access to an extraordinary database of infor­
mation on 10 million immigrants from 1830 through
1892, the year Ellis Island opened. Over 73 million
Americans can trace their ancestors to this early im­
migration period.

Sheila Guvakosky provides us with interesting
handouts which contain the websites of interest to
our members.

Herb Schwede continues to work on the Find A
Grave website http://www.findagrave.com/ when he
isn’t involved in his many other interests.

Mike Bartolf, our expert on Canadian research
continues to help our members with their research up
north.
Julie Lamphear is our hospitality chairman and we

appreciate her activities in our society.
We continue to do a 30 page quarterly publication

with research information on our area of the state.
Unfortunately Betty Schlichting felt it necessary

to step down as our president. She has taken an ex­
tended leave from North Dakota to be with her
daughter and newborn twin grandchildren. We miss
her at the meetings. We will be discussing who will
fill the position at our June meeting.

John Mogren and Iona Loken were presenters at
the Bismarck/Mandan Historical & Genealogical So­
ciety Workshop, Exploring your Heritage and Ex­
panding your Horizons. Iona spoke on Norwegian
research and John spoke on Swedish research. They
attended several of the sessions and were “fired up”
to try some new leads for research presented at the
workshop.
Our 2006 officers are:
President: Vacant
Vice President: Terry Marcotte
Treasurer: Sheila Guvakosky
Secretary: Betty Haykel
Newsletter: Lillian Vannett & John Mogren
NDSGS Representative: John Mogren

http://www.CastleGarden.org
CastleGarden.org
http://www.findagrave.com/
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North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
Bowman County Historical & Genealogical Society
Submitted by Clara Bliss (May 23,2006)

It has been very quiet in the Genealogy department
so there is little to report. We have had a very excit­
ing project going on from the history angle tho. We
have built a sod house! Not a large one but never the
less a real sod house. It was started the last weekend
of April with about 35-50 volunteers on hand to cut
sod, load sod, haul sod, and lastly stack sod. It is
was about half completed that weekend and the fol­
lowing weekend it was completed except for the
roof which came the next weekend. Our volunteers
remained true and we had a great deal of help and
support. The house is 12' x 14' with an interior of
10' x 12'. From the reading/research that was done
this is the minimum size that could be build to prove
up on a homestead claim. The roof is covered with
sod that we hope it will grown again with a little
moisture and warm temperatures. Future plans in­
clude appropriate landscaping and artifacts of the
era.
The volunteers ranged from 4 years to late 80's

early 90's. The 4 year old told his Dad that they had
to come because he needed to see how you built a
sod house. He was a good helps as they put him to
work carrying pails of fill dirt as needed. This he
had to scoop out of a pile and then take it to the
men. The older gentle men worked in supervisory
capacity. The one gentleman donated the sod from
his land and it had not been broken up since 1919.
The other gentleman was a carpenter by trade so
knew the ins and outs of building.

One of the TV stations came down and videoed it
and we were on the evening news report. Now we
invite all of you to come down to Bowman and see
the house. Perhaps we could even arrange a stay for
you.

One of the Historical and Genealogical Society
Board members said that he was planning to rent it
out as part of his motel operation. Do I have any
takers?
Officers of BCHGS
President Dean Pearson
Vice President Merle Clark
Secretary Kathy Wilkening
Treasurer Debbie Bucholz

Red River Valley Genealogical Society
Submitted by Jackie Marler (May 23.2006)

RRVGS has been answering research correspon­
dence at a steady clip this spring. Still fund raising
has been a constant concern since last fall.

Member Fay Littlefield has helped the coffers by
selling our redundant books on Ebay. We have
asked members to consider donating any good con­
dition hardcover or soft-cover local history books
to us for shelf or sale. We also have plots in the
Riverside Cemetery in Fargo (donated by a very
generous member)to sell.

RRVGS Library has come into an amazing group
of books and booklets through donation just re­
cently. These books range from the nice hardcover
History of the Methodist Church in North Dakota
to annuals of the old defunct Fargo College, proba­
bly numbering in total 60 volumes or so.

Four RRVGS members drove to Bismarck to at­
tend the recent workshop held there which featured
Henry Jones. It was nice to see such a promising
beginning for the workshop held there. It take time
to build it, but they will come. The Society was the
recipient of the winnings drawn by another atten-
dee-whose generosity is on the shelf ready for re­
searchers and whose gift is greatly appreciated.
Road and underpass construction in the RRVGS
Library neighborhood is a bit intimidating but so
far, the Society has not lost any parking to the on­
going 6-8 month construction project. Please visit if
you are in Fargo. Call first 701-293-4129.
Or visit our web:
www.redrivergenealogy.com
2006 Officers are:
Alice Ellingsberg- President
John Beving-Vice President
John Cruden-Recording Secretary
Karen Sutter-Corresponding Secretary
Maxine Workman-Treasurer.
Librarian: Linda Zeutschel Newsletter:
Jackie Marler

I knew an old Russian emigrant who died in 1986 at the
age of 106. Daniel Zaharee from Max, ND. Dan used to
tell me " you go aways... and look around and ask your­
self.... should I go farther or is this a good place to be?"
I hope you are at place that is good to be. John Mogren

http://www.redrivergenealogy.com
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North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
South West ND Genealogical Society
Submitted by Patrice Hartman (May
11,2006)

Several of our members enjoyed the workshop in Bis­
marck, April 29th. BMHGS did a great job organizing
and coordinating this event. Thanks. Our meeting topic
for March was citing your sources. In April we discussed
various new online databases.

Something new in Dickinson is the appointment of a
Historic Preservationist/Museum Center Director . Dan­
ielle Stuckle has accepted this job which has many facets
one of which is to promote genealogical research in the
area. We look forward to new opportunities for research
in the area.

From the City of Dickinson website: "The City re­
cently hired Danielle Stuckle to fill the newly created
Historic Preservationist/Museum Center Director posi­
tion. In this position, Ms. Stuckle will be responsible for
management of the Museum Center with the exception
of the Dinosaur Museum under the policy direction of
the Stark County Historical Society board and the
Joachim Museum board. In addition, Ms. Stuckle is re­
sponsible for enabling the work of the Historic Preserva­
tion Commission and promotion of the Renaissance
Zone."
The May meeting will be on F. Jay Haynes, Pioneer Pho­
tographer. Meetings are held the third Monday of each
month at the Dickinson Public Library at 7 PM.
Patrice Harman, President

Minnkota Genealogical Society

Williams County Genealogical Society
Submitted by Gloria Johnson (May 8,2006)

Our group now meets every other month as every­
one has so many other meetings to attend. We hope
this will help keep up the attendance.

Our group met in March at the L.D.S. Family
History Center. Everyone had good results in doing
their research projects. The Center is available for
use on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Contact:
Alice Anderson for appointments at 701-664-2123
(Tioga).
Books were received from U.N.D. Chester Fritz

Library -- Guide to Norwegian Bygdeboker (family
history room). Everyone doing Norwegian research
was pleased to get a book.
We met in May at Hardee's and the meeting was

spent sharing our research projects, etc. We don't
meet during the summer months, so our next meet­
ing will be September 9th. 9:30 AM at Hardee's,
with election of new officers. Bring something to
share.

Our cemetery book, "Gateway To The Past", rural
cemeteries of Williams County, continues to sell
well. $30.00 for the book and $ 15.00 for the CD.
President - Gloria Johnson,
Vice President - Marvin Baarstad,
Secretary - Alvinna Martel.
Treasurer - Adrienne Stepanek.

Submitted by George Freeman (May 25.2006)

March 14 meeting - MGS is teaching a beginning geneal­
ogy class for East Grand Forks Community Education.
Arnie Brekke gave a presentation on Norwegian geneal­
ogy.
April 11 meeting - Rich Audette gave a presentation on
courthouse records research methods.
May 9 meeting - DAR (Daughters of the American
Revolution) research presented by Boyd Wright and
Lucinda LeBel.
Upcoming Meetings
June 13
July 11 - picnic
We meet the 2nd Tuesday at the East Grand Forks Camp­
bell Library at 7 p.m.
President - Rick Audette
Vice President - Marge Burnstad
Secretary - Linda Bedard
Treasurer - Eugene Nielsen
Technology - Cathy Altepeter

Central North Dakota Genealogical Society
Submitted by Arlene Cable, reporter (May 20.2006)

The Central North Dakota Genealogical Society
recently hosted Shirley Wegner Nitschkie, author of
Heimat: Steppes of Russia, My Country, My Home
at the Harvey Public Library.
Members have completed the another phase of the
Hertz Funeral burials and are now working on the
next one. In May, several of the members visited
John Mogren for some suggestions on the best way
to have it formatted, printed and bound. We en­
joyed looking through his library of genealogical
books.
Our annual outing has been postponed until fall.
President - Marge Irons
Vice President - Sharon Haugen
Secretary I Treasurer - Marlene Ripplinger
NDSGS Representative: Arlene Cable
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North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
Bismarck Mandan Historical & Genealogical Society (May 20,2006)

Submitted by Susan Dingle , President; with contributions from Don Smith, Treasurer; and Linda Hippen and
Marcia Hansen, Program Committee members.

BMHGS hosted its first Genealogy Workshop in several years on Saturday, 29 April 2006. Several
changes were tried with this workshop. First, after holding the genealogy workshop in the fall, a time that
coincided with or was within weeks of the annual Fargo-Moorhead Genealogy Workshop, BMHGS
moved the workshop date to April. Second, after many years at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints Education Wing, the workshop was held this time at Horizon Middle School in north Bismarck.
Third, the workshop combined history and genealogy. Greeters and guides dressed in historic costume
from the Fort McKeen Detachment Old Scouts Society and the Minishoshe-Mandan Chapter and state
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution were perhaps the most visible change. Fur trappers,
military scouts, and pioneer women directed attendees to sessions, exhibits, washrooms, and the computer
areas. Folk artists and crafts demonstrators showed woodtuming, woodcarving, tatting, spinning, weaving,
quilting, and black work, crafts that our ancestors used in their daily lives and for the welfare of their fami­
lies, crafts that are pursued today as hobbies.
Exhibitors who charged for crafts, publications, and other materials were added; and longstanding exhibi­

tors with their displays lined the halls leading to the craft demonstrators and the workshop classrooms. We
netted several new exhibitors, such as Three Crowns [American-Swedish], Ukrainian Cultural Institute,
McLean County Historical Society, Museum Store of the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Dakota
Roots, and The Memory Preserve [family memories from slides and film to video to DVD], who said the
day was good for exposure and for the good will and sales generated. Longtime exhibitors such as Ger­
mans from Russia Heritage Society and the Family History Center in Bismarck also sponsored exhibits,
with the FHC this time bringing in their computer and other genealogy resources and assisting attendees
with research on family history.

Exhibitors who charged for crafts, publications, and other materials were added; and longstanding ex­
hibitors with their displays lined the halls leading to the craft demonstrators and the workshop classrooms.
We netted several new exhibitors, such as Three Crowns [American-Swedish], Ukrainian Cultural Insti­
tute, McLean County Historical Society, Museum Store of the State Historical Society of North Dakota,
Dakota Roots, and The Memory Preserve [family memories from slides and film to video to DVD], who
said the day was good for exposure and for the good will and sales generated. Longtime exhibitors such as
Germans from Russia Heritage Society and the Family History Center in Bismarck also sponsored exhib­
its, with the FHC this time bringing in their computer and other genealogy resources and assisting atten­
dees with research on family history.

Our big experiment was bringing in a well-known genealogist, Hank Z. Jones, of Disney movie, Tennes­
see Ernie Ford, and other media fame, who in genealogy circles is known for his work on Palatine Ger­
mans (Germans from the Paltz and west bank of the Rhine region of Germany whose immigration to the
United Kingdom and North America began in the early 1700s), accuracy and evaluation of source docu­
ments, and finding the kernel of truth in family and local traditions that may be riddled with inaccuracies
and memories that consolidate experience of one or more persons or generations into one. Jones traced a
family tradition of an immigrating nobleman who turned out to have been a hardworking farmer and
craftsman who came to own so much land in America that he was nicknamed "the Baron." Other traditions
ascribed to the original immigrating ancestor turned out to be rather a first- or second-generation descen­
dant of that original immigrant. Hank was gracious and generous with his time and was really knocked out
by the natural beauty of North Dakota.

Continued on next page
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North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
Bismarck Mandan Historical & Genealogical Society continued

Our other out-of-state special guest and presenter was Margarita Choquette. Originally from Finland,
Margarita learned three languages in her home: Finnish, German, and Russian; she learned more languages
by academic study and research experience, such as Ukrainian. This gentle spirit of dry humor and many
anecdotes is an expert on Finnish, Russian, and Ukrainian genealogy, as well as being a long-time staffer
at the "motherlode," the Family History Library in Salt Lake City.
Presenters came from many of the genealogy societies around the state, and attendees were impressed in
each session by the knowledge, information, generosity, and helpfulness of the speakers. In addition to the
two already mentioned, speakers included John Mogren (Swedish roots), Iona Loken (Norwegian roots),
Patrice Hartman (genealogy on the Internet, all-day assistance and instruction in the computer lab) Alice
Ellingsberg (DAR and African-Americans in North Dakota), Elaine Lindgren (early women homesteaders
and women settlers), Perry Hornbacher (immigration history), Marilyn Hudson (Native American roots,
emphasizing Mandan-Hidatsa-Arikara Nation), Larry Wegleitner (Veterans History project and veterans
records), Bob Eastgate (funeral home and cemetery records), Jerry Newborg (preserving photos and docu­
ments), Todd Hanson (beginning genealogy), Greg Wysk (resources at the State Archives and Historical
Research Library of the State Historical Society of North Dakota), Mike Rempfer (German-Russian
genealogy), and JoAnn Winistorfer (genealogy tips and tricks).

Beth Bauman was honored with a plaque and the sustained applause of all the attendees for her many
years of planning, organizing, promoting, and offering the genealogy workshop. Beth continued at the cen­
ter of the conference, this time in the center of the path to and from classroom sessions, offering research
assistance at the Family History Center exhibit and computer workstation.
The workshop was very much a team effort, with Program Committee members Linda Hippen and Marcia
Hansen leading the way and coordinating many planning meetings, and pitching in on much of the work
throughout the process. President-elect Meredith Gross gave over her home to workshop collating, mail­
ing, processing, and storing needs. Meredith, Secretary Nadine Sheets, Historian Barb Neuhardt, associ­
ated family members and friends, and some other BMHGS members were found at Meredith's many times
of the day and night stuffing envelopes, gathering workshop materials, putting workshop handouts and
class syllabi into covers, and just about anything else that had to do with keeping the workshop on track
and ready to roll. Turning over her basement to massive photocopying by Treasurer Don Smith and Past
President Gary Zentz was charter member and long-time workshop planner Beth Bauman. Gary Zentz con­
tacted his Internet source for affordable binding equipment and covers so that we could bind the handouts
from the workshop presenters into one volume, variously known as the Handouts/Syllabi. JoAnn Winistor­
fer once again offered her career expertise and knowledge of contacting the media and promoting events
and arranged various press releases and radio and TV events to publicize the workshop.
Linda Hippen and Marcia Hansen did most of the talk with the media about the conference, and they

brought in a number of our walk-in attendees at the conference! Gary Zentz and Cathy Langemo arranged
for lunch and breaks from Dan's SuperValu, with Gary having the inspired idea to gather up the food we
did not eat and take it to one of Bismarck Mandan's homeless shelters, the Ruth Meiers Home, for lunch
next day for the Meiers Home guests. Jackson Bird, Cathy Langemo, and Susan Dingle worked on getting
grants to help cover mileage, travel, and associated expenses for Hank Jones, Margarita Choquette, pre­
senters, and the crafts demonstrators. Beth Bauman, Don Smith, Gary Zentz, and Dolores Green provided
much of the organizational memory and protocols for the workshop. Dolores, Meredith, and Nadine pre­
sided over the registration table, with Don at the BMHGS publications table.

Continued on next page
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North Dakota Genealogical Society Reports
Bismarck Mandan Historical & Genealogical Society continued,

Beth Bauman, Don Smith, Gary Zentz, and Dolores Green provided much of the organizational memory
and protocols for the workshop. Dolores, Meredith, and Nadine presided over the registration table, with
Don at the BMHGS publications table.
The principal at Horizon Middle School was accommodating and enthusiastic about the workshop; the
custodians, led by Ron Schumacher, were heroic in their efforts to help with setup and tear down and to
make sure room temperatures and computer connections were working.
The State Historical Society of North Dakota Regrant Program and the North Dakota Council on the Arts
came through with grant awards. The State Historical Society of North Dakota also helped BMHGS by
cosponsoring the workshop and the special session on Friday, 28 April 2006, at the North Dakota Heritage
Center, where Hank Jones gave a special free presentation for the public on "When the Sources Are
Wrong." Other cosponsors included the Minishoshe-Mandan Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the North Dakota state DAR chapter, the Fort McKeen Detachment Old Scouts Society,
the Germans from Russia Heritage Society, and the Sons of Norway Sverdup Lodge #107 of Bismarck.
All in all, there were 97 registrants for the Genealogy Workshop, 21 presentations, 8 crafts demonstrators,
and 16 exhibitors. It is possible that BMHGS will break even on conference expenses with registration,
individual lunch fees, and grants monies covering most of the bills for the conference. We had hoped for
close to 200 attendees and instead had close to 100. Despite checking out events planned for workshop
Saturday (almost a year in advance), the same day as the genealogy workshop saw graduation at the Uni­
versity of Mary, a conference at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the national Mothers Con­
vention in Bismarck, and no doubt, other events that pulled and lugged at erstwhile genealogists in the re­
gion. Attendees came from all over the state, with a few from Minnesota and South Dakota. We promoted
the conference to local historical and genealogical societies in South Dakota, Minnesota, eastern Montana,
and southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Higher gas prices may also have affected decisions on whether
or not to attend.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETINGS
June 8, Bismarck Public Library, Meeting Room B: "After Lewis and Clark," Kevin Kirkey, Lewis and
Clark Foundation
NO JULY MEETING
August 10, Potluck Picnic, Burlington Northern Park, Mandan, followed by music at the band shell
September 14, Germans from Russia Heritage Society, speaker TBA
October 12, Bismarck Public Library, Meeting Room B: "Oscar Will Seed Company," Bob Barr
November 9, Bismarck Public Library, Meeting Room B: "North Dakota Railroads," Frank Vyzralek
December 14, Bismarck Public Library, Meeting Room B: "Ethnic Christmas Foods and Traditions," coor­
dinated by Marcia Hansen

PRESIDENT - SUSAN DINGLE
PRESIDENT ELECT - MEREDITH GROSS
SECRETARY - NADINE SHEETS
TREASURER - DON SMITH
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - DOLORES GREEN
REPOSITORY - DON SMITH
HISTORIAN - BETTY NEUHARDT
CALLING TREE CHAIRPERSON - SANDY DENIS
PROGRAM COMMITTEE - MIKE KNUSON, MARCIA HANSEN, LINDA HIPPEN. GLENN HERDEBU
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE - GLENN HERDEBU, PAT HERDEBU, DON SMITH, AMY SCHAUER NELSON
TRUSTEES - VALBORG ZANDER, KAREN WILLIAMS, DORIS HANSEN
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State Historical Society of North Dakota
Books received since the previous newsletter, list provided by Rachel White

Submitted by Greg Wysk

1. Ammon family ancestors of Salmon Ammon living in the state of Wuerttemberg Germany during the
years 1650-1804
2. Obituary index to the Stutsman County Democrat and Stutsman County Record for 1904 through 1929
3. Upham centennial: 100 years, 1905-2005
4. Jamestown newspaper obituary index for 2000 through 2005
5. Our Scandinavian ancestry by Lowell Lykken (includes Lykken, Anderson, Olson, Orton, and Hem­
mingsen families)
6. Routledge family history
7. One family's story by Lloyd Svendsbye (Svendsbye family)
8. The descendants of Andrew and Taiesta LaFleur by Harold A. LaFleur
9. Memories of yesterdays past by Lilia Larson Reister (Larson family of Benson County, N.D.)
10. History of Mylo (Mylo, N.D.)
11. Minnewaukan cemetery directory & obituaries book
12. Sheldon, North Dakota 1881-2006: 125th anniversary
13. Histories of the Fairchild-Gagner family, Gagner-Conlin family, Conlin-Wallace family by Jean Fair­
child Peterson
14. One family of many names as seen by the eyes of one: a family history and personal memoirs by Har­
old Dan "Hal" Cusick

ANNUAL SALE OF BOOKS AND POSTERS
North Dakota Heritage Center
Tuesday, June 6 and Wednesday, June 7, 2006, 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Thursday, June 8, 2006, 9:00 A.M. to Noon

The State Historical Society of North Dakota will be selling duplicate and other unwanted publications
and posters at its thirteenth and final annual sale. Some of the publications will be individually priced
while others will be sold by silent auction.

In addition to the usual wide selection of books and magazines, a variety of North Dakota city directories,
local college annuals and many classic works on American history will be available. Early shoppers will
be able to find unique items, such as posters from World War I, vacation guides to national parks, and for­
eign language publications. Of special interest will be several volumes of the Collections of the State His­
torical Society of North Dakota and a complete set of North Dakota Reports, and other North Dakota re­
lated publications.
The State Historical Society's annual sale provides an opportunity for SHSND to sell duplicate titles or

titles that do not fit the collection guidelines. The funds are then used to further develop the State Histori­
cal Society's collection.

High bids will be posted at the end of the day Tuesday and Wednesday, and final bids will be posted
Friday, June 9. New bids will be accepted each day until noon on Thursday, June 8, 2006.
Successful bid items can be claimed Friday, June 9, 2006, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon and thereafter in the
Reading Room of the State Archives and Historical Research Library-

Starts Tuesday, June 6, 2006, at 9:00 A.M.
Ends Thursday, June 8, 2006, at Noon

(Source: http://www.state.nd.us/hist/)

http://www.state.nd.us/hist/


President Daphne Drewello called the meeting to order at 1:00 on March 17, 2006. The meeting was held
at the North Dakota State Heritage Center.

ROLL CALL: Genealogical societies/club representatives present: Patrice Hartman and Pat Ashley,
SWNDGS; Clara Bliss, BCHGS; George Barron and Daphne Drewello, JRGC; Beth Bauman, Susan Din­
gle and Don Smith, BMHGS; Greg Wysk, SHSND; John Mogren and Iona Loken, MRLGS; George Free­
man, MGS; Sharon Silengo, guest

PROGRAM
Daphne Drewello introduced Sharon Silengo, Photo Archivist SHSND. Topic SHSND Photo Archives.
There are almost 250,000 images in the photo collection. Photographs are donated by individuals, families
and other groups. They prefer original photos that identify who is in the picture. Once received they are
sorted by location or subject, numbered, scanned and placed in archival sleeves and then stored in horizon­
tal archival boxes. Biographical sketches of the people in the photographs, the photographers and donors
are compiled as time permits. The earlier collections were stored in vertical file cabinets and are being re­
housed in flat archival boxes after sleeving. The photos are handled with white cotton gloves to protect
them from substances that might be present on the skin. There are a number of cataloging programs avail­
able for organizing photos. SHSND Photo Archives uses an Access database to provide access to the im­
ages and track usage. The scanned images are available on a computer that will search by name, place and
other identifiers. Copyrights on photos belong to the photographer for their lifetime plus 70 additional
years. So copyrights can be a very challenging issue to deal with. Copies of images from the collection can
be purchased and used for personal reference for free or for publication or display for a one time fee of
SI0.00 per image per use, non-exclusive and in video production for S50 per image. Many of the older
photographs in the collection are deteriorating due to the chemicals used for developing the image. This
deterioration can be slowed or halted by placing the images in the freezer (with proper packaging). Identify
photos by writing on the back on an edge with a soft lead pencil. Store photo scans on a separate hard disk
drive instead of a cd. If using cds for storage purchase high quality gold cds. When scanning photos the
SHSND photo archives scans at 600 ppi, output 8x10 and save as a tif file, for personal use, scan at the
highest resolution possible and store as uncompressed TIFF file rather than a compressed JPG. For a fun
look at copyright issues see: http://www.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/zoomcomic.html
Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States 1 January 2006
http://www.copyright.cornell.edu/training/Hirtle_Public_Domain.htm

BUSINESS MEETING
John Mogren made a motion, which was seconded by Susan Dingle that the minutes of the September 16,
2005 meeting be approved as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURERS REPORT
Don Smith gave the Treasurers Report. Motion made by John Mogren and seconded by Clara Bliss io file
the treasurers report. Motion carried. John asked if the treasurers report could include a section showing
the activity from one meeting to the next.

OLD BUSINESS
A meeting will be set up with Valborg Zander, a representative from Luther Seminary, a representative
from the SHSND and a representative from the NDSGS sometime this summer regarding her father’s jour­
nals Continued on next page

http://www.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/zoomcomic.html
http://www.copyright.cornell.edu/training/Hirtle_Public_Domain.htm
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The ND Death Index website went online November 7, 2005. There were a few problems that were fixed
in the first couple of weeks. Patrice filed the final grant report with the ND Community Foundation and
sent letters to Darin Meschke and Terry Dwelle thanking them for their part in this project. Patrice will
check to see how many death certificates are being ordered or how much this has increased and if they
have any numbers on users of the site. Don will continue to send newsletters from 2006 to the individuals
who contributed to the death index project.

NEW BUSINESS
The BMHGS will be hosting a genealogy workshop on Saturday, April 29, 2006 at the Horizons Middle
School in Bismarck. Watch for more information about this workshop. The Keynote/Luncheon Speaker
will be Henry Z. (Hank) Jones. He will also present two 1 hour classes. There will also be a speaker
(Margarita Choquette) from Salt Lake City presenting Ukrainian research and possibly also classes on
Russian and Finnish research. The Genealogical Societies are welcome to have displays at the workshop.
Patrice is working on list of existing indexes to pre 1925 marriage records in ND. This index will eventu­
ally be placed online. A number of courthouses have compiled their own indexes, scanned licenses or
placed the information online.
George Barron asked if the marriage database (from July 1, 1925 to current) could be placed online.
Patrice will pursue this possibility with the State Department of Health Vital Statistics.

SOCIETY REPORTS:
SHSND: Bids for the expansion are due April 12th. The McHenry County marriage records are now in­
dexed and the Walsh county marriage records are being indexed. Both are available on microfilm. The
Bottineau county marriage records will be microfilmed and indexed. The ND Sheaf which is the Episcopal
newsletter has been microfilmed. The Veterans History Project has been extended.
BCHGS: Bowman will be celebrating their Centennial in 2007. They are working on many projects and
displays and are hoping to chart the locations of early businesses in the area.
BMGHS: Distributed registrations and information on their upcoming workshop.
MGS: Will be having a seminar in September.
JRGS: Received a diary written by someone who lived in Jamestown from 1886 to 1931. It will be do­
nated to the SHSND.
See the NDSGS newsletter for additional genealogical society information.

The Next Meeting is Friday June 16, 2006 at 1:00. The speaker will be announced later.
It is requested that Greg check on the availability of a room for us at the Heritage Center. The meeting was
adjourned.

Patrice Hartman, Secretary

The NDSGS encourages all local (ND) genealogical
societies to donate one copy of their works/publications
to the SHSND Archives & Research room. This is our
central repository for North Dakota genealogical materi­
als.

The State Archives and Historical Research Li­
brary reading room is open for research 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except le­
gal holidays.

It is also open for research
the second Saturday of each
month from 9:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., except legal holi­
days.
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Some Useful Photographic References from the
State Archives and Historical Research Library at the

State Historical Society of North Dakota
Banta, Melissa. A Curious and Ingenious Art: Reflections on Daguerreotypes at Harvard. Iowa City IA:
University of Iowa Press, 2000.
Curtis, Edward. Plains Indian Photographs of Edward Curtis. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press,
2001.
Darrah, William Culp. Cartes de Visite in Nineteenth Century Photography. Gettysburg PA: Times and
News Publishing Company, 1981.
Darrah, William Culp. Stereo Views: A History of Stereographs in America and Their Collection. Gettys­
burg PA: Times and News Publishing Company, 1964.
Earle, Edward W. (Editor). Points of View: The Stereographs in America-Acultural History. Rochester
NY: Visual Studies Workshop Press, 1979.
Edwards, Gary. International Guide to Nineteenth-Century Photographers and their works. Boston MA:
G.K. Hall & Company, 1988.
Feldvebel, Thomas P. Ambrotype, old and new. Rochester NY: Rochester Institute of Technology, 1980.
Hafey, John and Tom Shillea. The Platinum Print. Rochester NY: Graphic Arts Research Center, Roches­
ter Institute for Technology, 1979.
Haynes, F. Jay. F. Jay Haynes Photographer. Helena MT: Montana Historical Society, 1981.
Henisch, Heinz K. And Bridget A. Henisch. The Painted Photograph 1839-1914: Origins. Techniquest
Aspirations. University Park PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1996.
Heski, Thomas M. Icastinyanka Cikala HanzJ: The Little Shadow Catcher, D. F. Barty, Celebrated Pho­
tographer of Famous Indians. Seattle WA: Superior Publishing Company, 1978.
Jenkins, Harold F. Two Points of View: The History of the Parlor Stereoscope. Elmira NY: World in
Color Productions, 1957.
Keefe, Jr., Laurence E. and Dennis Inch. The Life of a Photograph: Archival Processing, matting, framing
and storage. Boston MA: Focal Press, 1984.
Mautz, Carl. Checklist of Western Photographers: A reference workbook. Brownsville, CA: Folk Image
Publishing, 1975.
Newhall, Beaumont (editor). On Photography: A Source Book of Photo History in Facsimile. Watkins
Glen NY: Century House, 1956.
Nolan, Edward W. Northern Pacific Views: The Railroad Photography of F. Jav Haxnes. 1876-1905. He­
lena MT: Montana Historical Society, 1983.
Polaroid Corporation. Storing. Handling, and preserving Polaroid Photographs. Cambridge MA: Polar­
oid Corporation, 1983.
Reilly, James M. Care and Identification of 19th Century Photographic Prints. Rochester NY: Eastman
Kodak Company, 1966.
Reilly, James M. The Albument and Salted Paper Book: The History and Practice of Photographic Print­
ing 1840-1895. Rochester NY: Light Impressions Corporation, 1980.
Rinhart, Floyd, Marion Rinhart and Robert W. Wagner. American Tintype. Columbus: Ohio State Univer­
sity Press, 1999.
Severa, Joan. Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion. 1840-1900. Kent, Ohio:
Kent State University Press, 1995.
Wilhelm, Henry and Carol Brower. The Permanence and Care of Color Photographs: Traditional and
Digital Color Prints. Color Negatives, Slides and Motion Pictures. Grinnell IA: Preservation Publishing
Company, 1993. Also available in downloadable format online at: http://www.wilhelm-research.com/
book_toc.html

Provided by SHSND at the March 2006 meeting of the NDSGS

http://www.wilhelm-research.com/


Information taken from, "Following the Frontier with F. Jay Haynes, Pioneer Photographer of the Old
West", by Freeman Tilden, c. 1964 and "Northern Pacific Views, the Railroad Photography of F. Jay
Haynes", by Edward W. Nolan, 1983.

"F. Jay Haynes literally followed the working frontier-first from a tiny shop in Moorhead, Minnesota;
later in his Palace Studio Car, which pulled in on many a newly laid railroad spur in the Dakota and Mon­
tana territories in the 1870's and 1880's—to photograph sodbusters in their "boughten clothes," miners in
the heyday of Deadwood, freighters and bull teams, cowboys working cattle on the range." The Palace
Studio Car traveled the tracks for twenty years and was a very successful venture. F. Jay traveled to the
Black Hills, Canada and Alaska taking photographs to promote tourism.
F. Jay Haynes was unique in that he came to the pioneers and photographed many of them in their sur­
roundings.
"Haynes was a journeyman photographer who possessed ambition to master the craft and an overwhelm­
ing drive to get ahead."
He was the official photographer for the Northern Pacific Railroad and Yellowstone National Park. He
later became the first concessionaire in the park operating a host of stagecoaches and the family was still
doing this in the 1960's. Haynes was an adventurer and entrepreneur who photographed wild mountains
and valleys and had an eye for scenic beauty. Photographs were made of trading posts, stage stations,
army forts and many Indian Portraits. Over 36,000 prints and negatives were made and also thousands of
photos of Yellowstone. Called an "Expert in photography of water in motion "by making the water appear
to be an infinite number of droplets. Used various types of transportation to get to many wilderness areas
sometimes hauling or carrying 80 pounds of equipment. Saved and catalogued everything and many times
scratched the names of the subjects on the margin of the negatives.
The first studio was in Moorhead, MN in 1876. By 1879 he had moved to Fargo and was also selling oil
paintings, chromos and steel engravings. He loved music and was proficient on the piano and organ and
could also play trombone. In later years he expanded the items that he sold to include sheet music, pianos,
organs, accordions, harmonicas, violin and guitar strings, piano stools. In 1880 he went up the Missouri
River to Fort Benton, Montana. Photographed steamboats near the end of their era. Many of these photos
were offered in stereoscopic views. By 1893 he also had a Printory in St. Paul, MN where the pictures
were completed and mailed out to the customer.
The prints and negatives were carefully preserved by his son Jack E. Haynes. This collection is now
housed at the Montana Historical Society in Helena and the Renne Library at Montana State University in
Bozeman.
F. Jay met Norris, the superintendent of Yellowstone in early June 1877 in Bismarck. He said he would
pay the expenses for F. Jay to go there and photograph the many wonders. Early in 1881 F. Jay applied to
the Department of the Interior for an appointment as "official photographer of Yellowstone." This was be­
fore he had even seen the park. There was no authority to actually appoint him but he was granted a lease
of a small tract of land in the park upon which he could erect a building to work on his photography. He
left on 30 August 1881 for the park for a month. These photos were placed in a catalogue containing 120
prints. He also sent a set to the Dept of the Interior. Professor Haynes received his lease in 1884 and be­
came the official photographer for 32 years. He loved this area and spent many years photographing all
the wonders and scenes of the park. He put together the Haynes Guidebook in 1890 and it was in publica­
tion continuously until the 1960's.
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Norwegian Journalist Seeks Roots in Pierce County
By Dallas Knudson

It is common for Norwegian descendants living in North Dakota to go to Norway to research their roots but
not so common for Norwegians to come to North Dakota to learn about the homesteading of relatives. Such was the
case when Rune Nedrebo, a journalist with the Stavanger Aftenblad, Stavanger, Norway, came to Rugby to research
the homesteading and early life of his grandparents in Pierce County.

Rune was given the name and telephone number of Dallas Knudson, Towner. He called and said he would
be arriving in Rugby, Saturday evening, April 8th. Rune had very little information about his grandparents other than
the homestead was south of Silva, a few old pictures, and that his grandparents sold the homestead and returned to
Norway in 1914, just before World War I.

With a limited three day visit, Warner and Dallas Knudson contacted Harris and Joyce Lysne, who farm in
the Silva area and also have a son, Todd, living on the grandparent’s (James Lysne) farm nearby. Together they re­
viewed an old Atlas and township maps, abstracts, the Esmond Diamond Jubilee book (1901-1976) and the Century
of Area History of Pierce County and Rugby. 1886-1986.

It was established that Berdines Berg homesteaded 160 acres in Elverum Township, on June 15, 1905. The
homestead gave water rights, rights to ore and veins to extract or remove ore. Theodore Roosevelt was President at
the time. Later his mother and a sister came to live with the Iver Brenno family. His mother, Bertha, married Berg
and in 1908 her name was added to the farm deed. Bertha’s sister married an E. Weaver, whose homestead adjoined
the Berg and Lysne land.

In 1914, Berg and his wife decided to sell the 160 acre homestead and return to Norway. They had one
child, Ruth, bom in 1912, who later became Rune’s mother. The Bergs bought a 3.2 acre farm in Norway, where
Rune and siblings were raised. Rune’s brother continues to live on the farm and runs a dairy of 20 cows.

Harris and Joyce Lysne, son, Todd, and David Lindseth, were able to show Rune the exact location of the
Berg homestead. The buildings and barn are gone, but they did find some remnants in that area. A rusty old horse­
shoe and the bullet chamber for a gun with the trigger, were two items Rune brought back to Norway. Broken parts
of crocks and dishes, trimmed in flowers, gave indication of household items used. The land is all tilled. These
items will be important memories of the homesteading in North Dakota.

Rune Nedrebo is researching why some of the Norwegian emigrants returned to Norway after living and
homesteading in America. His goal is to write a book after compiling this information After his short stay in Rugby,
it was learned he had a relative living in Rugby. Carol Simonson is a granddaughter of Iver Brenno.

Warner Knudson, Towner, showed Rune the Norway Lutheran Church south of Denbigh and the gravesite
of the famous skier, Sondre Norheim. They also stopped to visit the Sandhills Dairy, a 700 milk cow operation.
This was a strong contrast to the 20 cow dairy operation of Rune’s brother.

Another highlight of his trip was the visit to the Heritage Center and interviewing Chester Reitan, learning
more of the Hostfest celebration. Rune is interested in bringing his family to the Hostfest and seeing firsthand how
Americans continue to celebrate their Norwegian ties.

Rune Nedrebo stated he was so impressed with the eagerness and the hospitality of the people to help him
search for information. Rugby resident, Joyce Lysne, said “It was exciting to meet and help Rune find information
about his grandparent’s homestead. We had an old Atlas and township maps which plotted the early homesteads. It
was interesting to learn that Harris’ grandfather, Peder Lysne and Rune’s grandfather, B. Berg, had neighboring
farmsteads and had known each other a hundred years ago.”

John
Am not sure if this article is of any interest but we were happy we could be of assistance to Rune. This journalist

took a big chance of finding anyone on a weekend. He actually had only seven days or less to do his research. The
Pierce Co. Tribune did a full page story on his visit. (April 22nd issue). Rune will have an article in the Stavanger
Aftenblad on May 12th. You can access it by: Stavanger Aftenblad.no for the web page. I usually use yahoo when 1
am searching info. If you know the name of any Norwegian newspaper, you can put the name in the address line and
use .(dot) no (Norway) So the address line would be Aftenposten.no or Stavanger Aftenblad.no The Aftenposten
from Oslo also has an English translator, so you can read stories in English. One such story today is: Discover your
family tree. It has many resources and one can go back to 1870. Another interesting article is on “Research of ag­
ing.” Dallas Knudson ( May 7, 2006 )

Stavanger_Aftenblad.no
Aftenposten.no
Aftenblad.no
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NO GREATER LOVE
by Lauga Geir

Submitted by George Freeman

The following story was submitted to me by the late J. J. Erlendson of Cavalier, re- <
questing that the Gardar-Mountain Unit of Pioneer Daughters preserve it. He sought all ------- ~/x
available sources to verify his statements including an interview with Jon Olason,
nephew of Mrs. Long. Miss Kristbjorg Kristjanson of Mountain, N. Dak., also contrib-
uted information from the Thorgeirson Almanac for the year 1929 pages 58-59. This is
the most authentic record now available of this incident which happened in March 18, of 1882.

The March day dawned mild and calm. For that time of year it seemed most satisfactory. True enough,
a blanket of snow shrouded the Village of Mountain, North Dakota and covered the plains stretching east
and west, but no one objected to the white mantle. In fact, it was decorative, especially where flakes stuck
to the roofs of pioneer cabins. Little houses, yet so big that there was always room for the homeless.

Such a place was that of Hallgrimur Jonsson and his wife, Nybjorg, living on what is now the Johannes
Anderson farm, half mile west of Mountain. Sharing their home was a comely woman in her early thirties,
Gudrun Long, with her two children, Borghildur, age 9 and Vihjalmur, age 7. She had been in this country
only a few years having come to America in 1878. She was bom in Iceland in 1850. At the age of twenty,
she was married to Sigmundur Long. For some time her husband was an innkeeper at Seidisfjordur, but in
a comparatively short time they were separated and Gudrun with her two children sailed for America, go­
ing directly to New Iceland near Gimli, Manitoba, where her half brother, Metusalem Olason was located.
Later he and his brother, Gudni, became homesteaders near Akra, N. Dak. After the first winter in Canada,
Gudrun brought her children to Mountain, N. Dak., finding refuge with Hallgrimur and Nybjorg Jonsson.

On this particular day Gudrun seemed somewhat depressed. This mood probably prompted a
desire to see her intimate friends. Looking through the window she announced, "This being
such a mild day I have a mind to go visiting. I plan to walk with the children to Gardar. I want
to see my good friend, Asta, wife of Benedict Johannesson."

I I tub "I hate t0 see y°u S° t^iat distance on foot", replied Nybjorg. "Why not wait til later?"
"No, this is a good day", insisted Gudrun. "I shall first stop awhile in Mountain at Thorlakur

Jonsson's place."
Among the notable homes in the community was that of Thorlakur Jonsson and his wife, Lovisa

Nielsdottir. They were the parents of the Reverend Pall Thorlakson, founder of the Icelandic community in
North Dakota. At this time the beloved pastor was afflicted with tuberculosis and died in March 1882.
Gudrun Long with her children made a short visit there but soon prepared to leave for Gardar.

Lovisa Jonsson protested, "Walk to Gardar? My dear, do you realize that it is six miles to Gardar
and the snow still on the ground."

"I agree", echoed her husband, Thorlakur. "The weather is uncertain and traveling on foot with
children this time of year isn't good. Why not wait til later?"

Gudrun's reply was positive. "No, Lovisa I am used to walking and we are healthy, the weather
mild. Don't worry about us we will get there".

So it was; no persuasion could stop her. Late that afternoon Gudrun Long and her children trudged
the road south, bound for Gardar. 
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Not long after they left the wind began to howl. Threatening clouds overcast the sky
and snowflakes were falling fast. A North Dakota blizzard in all its fury was sweeping the
prairies. Soon it was pitch dark. No one knew whether Gudrun and the children had reached
Gardar. One hope remained that she might have reached some home not too far from the road
before the blizzard struck. Naturally her friends at Mountain were much concerned.

That night Nybjorg Jonsson woke up with a start calling her husband, Hallgrimur, wake up.
Gudrun Long is dead. She is dead, I say." "What are you saying, woman? Dead? How do you know she is

dead?

"She is. I know it. I had a dream. I saw her coming in through the doorway, snow clinging to her
garments. She stood at the foot of our bed, but said nothing. Then she put her hand under the
bedcovers and touched my foot. It was an icy hand, so cold it sent shivers through me. Just now
I saw her fade through the doorway.""There is nothing we can do now," replied Hallgrimur. "It

is still dark; we must wait until daylight."

At daybreak Hallgrimur was out summoning Thorlakur Jonsson and other neighbors to search the
road to Gardar. The storm had then abated. They followed the road south stopping at the home of Kristjan
Backman, which is now the Ami V. Johnson's residence. No one there had seen the wayfarers. The men
continued their search southward, seeing nothing til they came to Sigmundur Laxdal's quarter section
about three miles north of Gardar. There they noticed a stick with a handkerchief tied to it emerging from a
snowdrift. On investigation they found the children buried in the snow but unharmed. A short distance
away, by a boulder, was the scantily clad body of the mother, frozen to death. The bereaved children told
how their mother had removed her own coat and other wraps to bundle them up in and then buried them in
the snow, admonishing them not to stir until she returned. She was going to find her bearings before going
farther.

"It was such a long night," wailed the tearful children. "We were so scared
we couldn’t sleep and we prayed constantly as mother told us to do."

Now the long night was over, but there was no loving mother to cling to.
Thorlakur Jonsson assured the nine year old Borghildur that she could be a mem­
ber of his household. She remained there until she was married at the age of eight­
een to Metusalem Vigfusson. They began housekeeping on a farm east of Moun­
tain but soon homesteaded near Roseau, Minn. In 1917 they sold this homestead 
and moved to Blaine, Wash., where they lived ten years before moving to Yakima. Wash. Borghildur died
some years ago.

The seven year old Viljhalmur was adopted by Bjorn Thorlakson of Mountain. A youth, he went to
Montana to work for Dick Bockerman, a horse trader. At one time he herded sheep in the western part of
North Dakota with Vilhjalmur Stefanson, the explorer and his brother, Johann. Later Vilhjalmur Long died
of tuberculosis in Park River at the age of twenty three and was buried in the Mountain cemetery.

One sometimes wonders was it the call of the Grim Reaper that beckoned Gudrun Long on her ill-
fated sojourn, causing her to disregard the advice of friends. Is it possible that her days were numbered?
"Human power can not save the one doomed to die, nor destroy the one destined to live", said our pioneer

fathers.
At any rate Gudrun Long's story remains a symbol of the purest motherly

devotion. "Greater love hath no one than he be willing to sacrifice his life for an­
other". The children were miraculously saved by the icy hand that startled Nybjorg.
Jonsson from her sleep. The mother, though dead, was pleading for the life of her
children. The curtain separating the living from the dead, so seldom penetrated, was
opened by a mother's love—love stronger than death.
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Miscellaneous notes from the Editor
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NEED A DAR LOOKUP? Do you think you might have an ancestor who served in the American Revolu­
tionary War (1775-1783)? Would you like to know whether your ancestor is listed with the National Society
of the Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) in the "Patriot Index"?
A helpful group of organized DAR VIS Volunteers monitor the RootsWeb DAR Message Board every day
and welcome lookup requests.
Include your Revolutionary War-era ancestor's first and last name, spouse's name (if known), dates of birth,

death, and state of residence When posting your lookup request. You need not be interested in joining the
NSDAR to request a lookup.
http: //boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=board&i-rw&p=topics.organizations.dar
Source: RootsWeb Review: RootsWeb's Weekly E-zine 10 May 2006, Vol. 9, No. 19

Arlington National Cemetery
http ://dc.about.com/od/monuments/p/ArlingCemetery.htm

( Submitted Helen Fritchie )

Individual members of the NDSGS may list their ancestral
lines they are researching. Barbara Silkey is researching:
Willey, Leedham, Buskenes, Silkey, Prier, Reichert and Rpd.

(Submitted Don Smith)

f

I
I

Individual members of the
NDSGS may list their ancestral
lines they are researching. Jane
Skjei is researching: Dushinke;
Skjei; Iverson; Evanson and
Tollefson.

(Submitted Don Smith)

g Minnesota Death Index'. http://people.mnhs.org/dci/Search.cfm (Submitted by Patrice Hartman )
§ Illinois State Arc/nves.-http://www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments/archives/databases.html (Submitted by Joan
§ Peterson)
£ Missouri Death Certificate Database Index is online for 1910-1955. They have free images online from 1910-

1920, with an option to order photocopies for other years for $1.00 each. This is an ongoing project so check
back often. http://www.sos.mo.gOv/archives/resources/deathcertificates/#search (Submitted by Pat Ashley)

A new website goes live documenting the immigration of five ships of Ulster Scots to
Boston in 1718. http://1718migration.org.uk/
It is the dreamchild of Colin Brooks (Pennsylvania) who has worked with several
scholars in the US and Ireland. Several of the creators are on the Scotch-Irish list at
rootsweb. If you'd like to discuss or contact them. Apparently some descendents went
to Canada so we've already identified a need for information on that. In addition Dr. McMasters has
published an article (Scotch Irish Journal) documenting his discovery of estate records that identify
the home of some of these people. He's also on the Scotch Irish list.

( Submitted by Patrice Hartman )

Where to go to find which States have on-line death indexes?
John: This is the website that I use for other states: http://home.att.net/~wee-monster/deathrecords.html
It seems to be the most up to date. This page has death links but at the bottom it has a link for marriage and
birth indexes. Patrice
Minnesota Birth Index: http://people.mnhs.org/bci/ (Submitted by Patrice Hartman )

http://www.library.sos.state.il.us/departments/archives/databases.html
http://www.sos.mo.gOv/archives/resources/deathcertificates/%2523search
http://1718migration.org.uk/
people.mnhs.org/bci/
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Wondering why you can’t find a recent death on the North Dakota State Death Index? Patrice was... and so
she wrote to Darin Meschke. Below is his response written on May 1, 2006:
Because of our birth/death matching process, we cannot display any current deaths (the last 12 months) in the
system until that information has been linked to a person’s birth record. This is a fraud fighting procedure that
we have in our office and the Public Index as the Historical Society will soon be updated to do the same thing.
It typically doesn’t take our staff 12 months to update a record, but as part of this process, we inform other
states of their resident deaths that occur in North Dakota and they do not get that information updated as
quickly as we do.
So, what you are experiencing is the death index will only display a death record whose date of death is more
than one year from the current date. Again, by opening our index up to the entire world, we have opened it up
to those people who will try and use it for fraudulent things and this is one step we can take to thwart some of
their opportunities.

Darin J. Meschke, State Registrar
Director, Division of Vital Records
ND Department of Health

North Dakota State Death Index (update)
The North Dakota death index website has been changed recently so that you now have to enter at
least a surname and a date of death range. The date of death (range) was always suppose to be a re­
quired field ( * ) and it was a mistake that it was not always this way. You do not have to know the
exact date of death, but you are required to search by a range of dates that is limited to a decade at a
time. The other change is that the death index will only display a death record whose date of
death is more than one year from the current date.
https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/doh/certificates/deathCertSearch.htm Submitted by Patrice Hartman

The Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections is
pleased to announce the completion of its project to electronically
index it’s holdings of Grand Forks County marriage records.

Researchers may access a searchable database for marriage records dat­
ing from 1875 through June 30, 1925 at:
http://www.librarv.und.edu/Collections/searchMarriageLic.jsp

Researchers may purchase a copy of a marriage record by emailing Sandy Slater, sandysla-
ter@mail.und.edu, or Curt Hanson, curthanson@mail.und.edu, or by contacting the Department of
Special Collections at (701) 777-4625, University of North Dakota.
The cost per marriage record is $5.00, payable on receipt.

Sandy Slater, Head Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections
Chester Fritz Library, University of North Dakota
3051 University Ave Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
(701)777-4625

(Submitted by Sandy Slater)

New Resource

https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/doh/certificates/deathCertSearch.htm
http://www.librarv.und.edu/Collections/searchMarriageLic.jsp
mailto:ter@mail.und.edu
mailto:curthanson@mail.und.edu
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Vikarbyns Lilia Spelmanslag Submitted: Claudia M. Pratt/Helen Swenson Lundell
\ Swedish Midsummer is not Midsummer without a group of fiddlers. We are thrilled to announce that
Vikarbyns Lilia Spelmanslag (young fiddle group) from the province of Dalarna, Sweden will be featured
at the 2006 Scandinavian Hjemkomst Festival!
This talented group of 25 youth ages 15-19 is led by Margaretha Mattson who was in Fargo with the Orsa
Youth Choir in August 2005. The group plays Swedish folk music and traditional music from each of the
five Nordic countries as well as Ireland. All the students study at the music school in Rattvik, located
nearby the village of Vikarbyns.
The Vikarbyns Lilia Spelmanslag was initiated in 1996 when enthusiastic fiddle students wanted to start a
fiddle group, like their adult counterparts. They have traveled previously to Norway, Finland, Iceland, Ire­
land and England and played in many concert halls, churches, for spelmans-stamman (fiddle gatherings),
festivals, weddings and much more. The group along with their teachers and parents often plan special ac­
tivities for the group to participate in. For them, music is life!
About Dalarna, Sweden
The province (county) of Dalarna is located in central Sweden, about three hours drive from Stockholm.
The province is about the size of Belgium with a population of about 276,500. Southern and northern Swe­
den meet in Dalarna. The south features mines and plains abundant with farming communities. The north­
ern territory is Sweden's southernmost mountain landscape. In the center is Lake Siljan, which was created
by a meteorite impact about 360 million years ago. The area is steeped in flowering meadows, overlooked
by blue mountains and dappled with red houses. Orsa, a community of about 7,000 people, is located on
the northern tip of the Lake, and is one of the cities that is host to sports events, folk music festivals. Mid­
summer celebrations, and a rich heritage of art, craft and industry.
Dalarna is home to:
• One of Sweden’s oldest county Coat-of-Arms, dating date back to the 1520s, during the first decade in

the reign of King Gustav Vasa
• The birth of the trademark Swedish red timber house (1500s) painted with genuine Falun Red Paint

which contains pigment from the mineralization of the Falun copper mine, now a UNESCO World
Heritage Site

• - The Dalahast! Thousands of the signature Swedish red horses decorated with rich traditional patterns
of flowers and flourishes are made in Dalarna. Both the largest (13m high, 66.7 tons) and smallest
(3.4mm high x 2.2mm long) Dala horses in the world are found here too.

• - The Vasaloppet, the 85+ km ski race, one of the world’s largest ski events that marks when King
Gustav Vasa convinced Mora men to join in the battle against the Danish king in 1520

• - Artists Carl Larsson and Anders Zorn who visually defined Swedish life in the late 1800s
• - Sweden’s third largest tourism industry, behind Stockholm and Goteborg; Dalarna is the most Swed­

ish of all Sweden’s provinces and a destination for both Swedes and tourists
The Swedish Cultural Heritage Society
The Swedish Cultural Heritage Society of the Red River Valley is a nonprofit cultural organization that
hosts events promoting Swedish heritage and culture in the community. Membership in the Swedish Soci­
ety is open to all who are interested in Swedish culture, past and present. The Swedish Society also serves
as one of six partners that host the annual Fargo-Moorhead Scandinavian Hjemkomst Festival. In June, the
Festival will feature Swedish Expo 2006. As one of Swedish Groups in the region, the Swedish Society is
member of SC AND ? Swedish Clubs around North Dakota that hosts an annual gathering of North Da-
kota’s Swedish ethnic clubs.
For More Information
For more information about hosting or sponsoring the Vikarbyns Lilia Spelmanslag, contact Terry Garske
701-293-3417 or Connie Swanson 701-235-8916. For more information about the Scandinavian Hjem­
komst Festival contact Executive Director Claudia M. Pratt at 218-299-5452, fmshf@ci.moorhead.mn.us
or www.ScandinavianHjemkomstFestival.org.
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OFFICIAL ROSTER OF THE NORTH DA­
KOTA SOLDIERS, SALIORS AND MARINES
When looking for relatives, don’t forget to con­
sult the veteran’s books, such-as ROSTER of
the Men and Women who served in the Army
or Naval Service (including the Marine Corps)
of the United States or its Allies from the State
of North Dakota in the World War, 1917-1918.
Prepared and published under the direction of
Brigadier General G. Angus Fraser, the Adju­
tant General of North Dakota. By authority of
the Legislative Assembly of North Dakota, Bis­
marck, ND 1931.
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