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Rachael relaxed slightly, her hand
resting on his shoulder. “She’s a
powerful witch, if you can believe
everything that is said
about her.”

He raised an eyebrow. “Is that so?
Do you know any hexes, curses,
that type of thing?” he inquired
pleasantly. “I know of
a few people that would benefit
from having one placed upon
them. It might allow them to gain
unique insight on another’s plight
before snapping to hasty
judgments.”

Rachael squeaked in protest at
his comment, shaking her head. “I
give up,” she whimpered.

Kitty never moved, unaffected by
the seriousness of his words. “I
don’t l ike to boast, but I have a
wonderful l ittle hex that causes
the most uncomfortable rash on
the backside in my spell
book."

“Kitty!” Rachael gasped before
laughing. “Don’t encourage
him.” She had been around the
witch enough to know that she
could do the things she claimed.

Granted, she also prayed she
would never be on the receiving
end of one of Kitty’s spells.

“I was being quite serious,” Dorian
sniffed before draining
the last of his sherry.
“So was I ,” Kitty agreed with a
casual smile.

Rachael sighed, taking his glass
and moving over to the small
liquor cart to refil l it. “Well , at
least you get along with one of
my friends,” she off-handedly
remarked to Dorian. She placed
the stopper back in the decanter
before turning to face them.
“She has helped me with some
research for one of my novels.”
She handed him his glass. “Kitty,
can I offer you a glass of port
wine?”

Kitty sat more upright and smiled
at Rachael. “Oh, why not. 
I usually don’t indulge in spirits.. .”

“Rachael does,” Dorian growled as
he gazed at the author hungrily.
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QUICK FACTS

One nameless portrait. One
best-selling author. A dark
revenant. A chance for
redemption? The sparkling
brown eyes of the man in the
portrait seemed to follow
her, the pigments on the
canvas moved as if alive.. .

"Behind The Eyes Of Dorian
Gray" is also available as an
Audiobook read by Mr. Max
Brown from "The Tudors" and
"The Royals."
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     The Pirate’s Quarry was busy,
as always. Pushing the encounter
with Harlan James completely
from her mind, Branwyn entered
the tavern with one purpose: to
find the man that was the bane of
her existence. And the reason her
sister Igraine was now facing the
gallows in Jamestown. Her dark
violet eyes scanned the main
room before landing on the two
men in the far corner, laughing
over their tankards. Her eyes
narrowed menacingly as she
spied her quarry, a serving wench
on his lap and whispering in his
ear. Without warning or
provocation, she pulled her pistol
from her sash and fired. The
bullet buzzed over the man’s head
to lodge into the far wall. The
crowded room suddenly went
silent. Even the musicians in the
corner stopped their song. The
serving wench that had been
sitting on Captain Ayden
Fletcher’s lap quickly fled. “You!
You be Ayden Fletcher? Bloody
Cutlass Fletcher?” she bellowed
as she slowly moved towards
him. She knew damn well it was
Ayden Fletcher, but she wasn’t
sure if he knew who she was.

     Ayden wobbled in his seat as
he put his tankard down on the
table. He turned stiffly towards the
woman who had fired the shot
and called him out. Leaning
forward, his eyes focused upon
her. Branwyn’s very womanly
figure invaded not only his
sight but also every other sense
as she closed the distance
between them. At first glance, she
was enough to make him forget
the will ing doxy that had been
sitting on his lap. But her pistol,
which she reloaded as she walked
towards him, came dangerously
close to him, causing him to stare
at it ruefully. “That wasn’t very
nice, lamb,” he commented as he
raised his hand and pushed
the barrel of her pistol away with
his forefinger.
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QUICK FACTS

There is more to the legend than
meets the eye. And not even the
most notorious pirate could
prepare for the truth. Twin sisters
Igraine and Branwyn St. Pierre have
been unwillingly perpetuating the
legend of the infamous pirate
Captain St. Pierre. Having lost their
father, Benoit St. Pierre, at age
sixteen, the sisters have been
sailing the Spanish Main under the
guidance of their guardian,
Zachariah Hammond, a cruel man
who has forced them to do his
bidding. Will their nemesis "Bloody
Cutlass" Fletcher be their downfall?
Or can he help them win their
freedom?
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is also available as an Audiobook
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Wiggling a little at the thought of
him reading to her, Maggie
finished her beer. His gaze was
intense, and she was ready for a
bit of decadent and naughty in
her life. “I ’m going to take you up
on that,” she finally managed to
say. She regained her composure.
“Okay.” She thought about it for a
moment before tossing out
another book. “Wuthering Heights.”

Wheedling for a moment, making
a face of indecision, Crispin finally
answered. “The first time it ’s good.
After that it gets predictable.”
Shrugging, he leaned back in the
chair, playfully rolling his eyes in
mock boredom. “Come on, duckie,
you can do better than that old
tripe.” He tossed back the rest of
his beer, waiting.

That was twice now he called her
“duckie” and it made Maggie feel
special. He had already given her
a nickname and she kind of liked
it. Tapping her fingers against her
lips, figuring that there was a
treasure trove to work with, she
tossed out the one thing she
thought would be her ace in the
hole. “Tolkien.” 

That brought Crispin back to
leaning on the table, a little closer
than before. “Ah... now that is a
discussion for an evening in front
of the fire with a bottle of wine.”
Raising an eyebrow at her, he
tapped her nose with the tip of his
finger. “Full Tolkien including the
Silmarill ion.”

And there it was. Full Tolkien catalog
discussion with a bottle of wine and
Crispin Yates in her living room.
Maggie’s lips twitched. “Red or white
wine?” The huskiness of her voice
surprised her. 

“Red. A rich port. With chocolate,”
purred Crispin. He caught her, hook
line and sinker, and didn’t even feel
the least bit guilty about it. Every
fiber in his being screamed to be in
her presence. 

Laughing quietly, Maggie nodded.
“Are you flirting with me, Crispin
Yates?” She leaned her chin on her
hand, staring at him. He was. She
started the game, but he was
finishing it. He was just as interested
in her as she was in him.

“If you consider a discussion about
Tolkien over a bottle of port wine and
chocolate in front of a fire flirting,
then yes, duckie, I ’m flirting with you.”
Crispin punctuated his words with a
lopsided grin. He folded his arms
over his chest. “Well?”
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QUICK FACTS

When award-winning photojournalist M.C. “Maggie”
Warner decides to take a break from assignments in
war-torn locales, she picks Balloch, Scotland on the
shores of Loch Lomond to get away. She knew she
would find solace and beauty around the Loch. 
She didn't expect to find love.

Enter Crispin Yates. Full-time literary professor.
Part-time pub barkeep. He knew the day he met
Maggie Warner he would marry her. Their
conversations about photography and literature
endear her to him. And he cannot get enough of
tramping through the highlands 
of Scotland with her.

But their love is threatened by a family member who
doesn't exactly like anyone not of the upper class.
They will do anything to besmirch Maggie’s name,
including throwing high-born socialite Lady Camilla
Knightsbridge Langdon at Crispin.

Can Maggie and Crispin’s love survive the rolling
moors of Scotland? Or will it be drowned in The
Loch?

Audiobook coming soon!
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A story fil led with adventure
and romance from the first
page to the last.

- Barbara, Amazon.com

I particularly liked how the
author really stayed true to
Oscar Wilde's vision of Dorian
Gray - the haughty elegance
of the character shone
through, not least in the way
he expresses himself. Overall
a very enjoyable listen that
can be recommended to
anyone looking for an easy
listening experience with a
touch of gothic.

-Kunde, Amazon.co.uk

I was intrigued by Beth’s
description of her novel
“Behind the Eyes Of Dorian
Gray.“ It was a delightful love
story with a different take, a
Christmas ghost story. My
interest was captured right
away, I could hardly put the
book down...A must read.

- Marilyn, Amazon.com

This author is new to me and I
honestly wasn’t sure what to
expect going in but by chapter
one I was hooked. This isn’t a
normal tale of pirates, this is a
story of love, both romantic and
learning to love yourself, of
traumas and trials that so many
of us deal with in our ways, and
of making our own happy
endings.

- M.E. Aster, Goodreads
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