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Sunday, March 26, 2023                            9:30 AM 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 Gathered  to Worship! 

Pastor Chris Stoxen 
480-969-7221 

Pastor@firstevlutheran.com 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
142 North Date Street,  

Mesa, AZ 85201 
480-969-7221 

felc@firstevlutheran.com 

To join worship on YouTube, 

use the link below: 

https://youtube.com/live/YZ8vDFvbo-o 



 2 

GATHERING 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩  Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 
You may sit, kneel or stand as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG      What Wondrous Love Is This         ELW 666  

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A: Let us pray.…. 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may be seated.  

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”………………………………………………. 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.………………………………………..….. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 
 1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
 2O Lord, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 
  with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.……………………….. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                        ELW page 189 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 
 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 
 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said 
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.”MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 
 
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them 
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
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 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated.  

SERMON                           Pastor Luis Ochoa 
 

Remain seated.  
 

Hymn of the Day             What a Friend We Have in Jesus         ELW 742  
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HOLY BAPTISM OF ANTHONY ARANDA 

PRESENTATION 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Renunciation Question 

P:  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God………Amen 
 

BAPTISM 
 

WELCOME 
 

I am the light of the world 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
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You may be seated.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our partnerships 
with our companion synods around the globe  especially Senegal and Mexico and bless the 
work of missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness 
especially those we name before you now either silently or aloud (pause). You hear us when 
we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that 
bind us. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and 
all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, we 
remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

 A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

 A: Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 
 

OFFERING   

THE DOXOLOGY                    ELW 884 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Stand as you are able. 

DIALOGUE  
P: The Lord be with you:          
And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts:               
We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call 
your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in 
the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           
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P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: The Gifts of God for the people of God.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION  
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG          Let Us Break Bread Together      ELW 471  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand as you are able. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in his peace. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

SENDING 
 
 

 

BENEDICTION 

P: God go before you to guide you. God go behind you to protect you. God go beneath you 
to support you. God go beside you to befriend you. Be not afraid. Let the blessing of Almighty 

God ☩  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit descend upon you, settle in around you and 
makes its home in you. Be not afraid. Amen.  
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SENDING SONG              My Faith Looks Up to Thee        ELW 759  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.    
Thanks be to God! 

TODAY 
Opening Prayer:  Traci Laasch 
 Assisting Minister: Corrine Cursi 
 Lector: Jim Craig 
Communion Asst: Traci Laasch 
 Altar Guild: Traci Laasch 

April 2 
Opening Prayer:  Evan Rogers 
 Assisting Minister: Traci Laasch 
 Lector: Corrine Cursi 
Communion Asst: Ellen Riske 
 Altar Guild: Ellen Riske 

Are you interested in representing First at the 2023 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly? 

It will be held June 9-10 at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Oro Valley, Tucson area 

This year’s theme is “Be Bold in Your Baptism.” 

Contact the office, a council member or one of the pastors by April 10 to say, “yes, send me!” 
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First Lutheran Lenten Worship 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays  4 PM              

followed by soup supper 
or 

6:30 PM  Wednesday Worship  
Holy Trinity - in person/livestream 

 
https://www.youtube.com/@HolyTrinityLutheranChurch1954/streams 

 
March 22 - Transformed Purpose 
Pastor Luis Ochoa 

March 20 - Transformed Relationships 
Pastor Melinda Gapen 

Sign-up sheets for the Wednesday Soup Suppers 

are on the office door. 

 

Spanish Bible Study 

followed by a meal 

 Spanish Bible Study  

Wednesdays, 6 PM   

Conference Room. 
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NEW BOOK 
Beginning April 17 

 
Monday Morning Book Club 

8 AM 

On Zoom 

Meeting ID: 838 1436 2438 

Passcode: 132468 

Join us! 

1989 W Elliot Rd, Chandler 85224 

on Mondays at 6:30 PM for a  

beverage and rousing discussion of 

 current social issues.  

 

 

Pastor Bernie leads studies 

Wednesday mornings at 6:30  & 

9AM 

Meeting ID:  819 0306 8084 

Passcode:  606144 
 

Or join in person at Holy Trinity 

 

Change for Change Offering 

TODAY’S offering will support  
ASU Campus Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Luis:  Tuesday 9:30 – 11 

Pastor Chris:  Wednesday 9:30 – 11 

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 

Turkey and Syria have been devastated by even 
more earthquakes. 

To donate to the relief effort through the ELCA 

go to https://community.elca.org/middle-east-
crisis?erid=1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-
0dfe92f34c0d&trid=1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-
0dfe92f34c0d 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.elca.org%2Fmiddle-east-crisis%3Ferid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d%26trid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d&data=05%7C01%7Cfelc%40firstevlutheran.com%7C116acfab3b344645f
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.elca.org%2Fmiddle-east-crisis%3Ferid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d%26trid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d&data=05%7C01%7Cfelc%40firstevlutheran.com%7C116acfab3b344645f
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.elca.org%2Fmiddle-east-crisis%3Ferid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d%26trid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d&data=05%7C01%7Cfelc%40firstevlutheran.com%7C116acfab3b344645f
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.elca.org%2Fmiddle-east-crisis%3Ferid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d%26trid%3D1117e580-ca3c-42dd-8403-0dfe92f34c0d&data=05%7C01%7Cfelc%40firstevlutheran.com%7C116acfab3b344645f
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EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
 

(All orders must be into the church office no later than Sunday,  March 26) 

 

  Name______________________________________________ 

 

  Phone Number ________________________  Email _________________________________________ 

 

  ( ) Please purchase _____  Spring Flowers for me at $10 each.  My check or cash is attached. 

  ( ) I will bring _____ Spring Flowers by 10 AM Saturday, April 4. 

  ( ) Please use my Money Gift for flowers for the Children’s Flower Cross. 

  ( ) In honor of:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  ( ) In memory of: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Total Amount Attached $__________. 

  ( ) Cash     ( ) Check (Check payable to First Lutheran Church) 

  ( ) Take plant/s home 
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Next Sunday we begin Holy Week with worship at 9:30 AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate Maundy Thursday 

with worship at 6 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At 6 PM on Good Friday, we remember our Lord’s journey  

through a service of the stations of the cross. 
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First Evangelical Lutheran’s 

75th Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, October 22, 2023 
 

Virginia Daniels, Laura O’Connell and Don 

Johnson are heading up the 75th Anniversary 

Task Force and would be thrilled to have you 

join them in planning this momentous day! 

 

We’re on Facebook &  

Instagram at 

ev.first.lutheran 

 

Follow us! 

 

6:30 AM in The Close Garden 

Between worship services in 

the Great Room 

9:30 AM in the 

sanctuary 


