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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

GREETING  

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.      
C:  And also with you. 

 

 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST 



 4 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

You may be seated.             WORD 

 

NARRATIVE PREACHING TEXT   Daniel 3:1, 8-30  
King Nebuchadnez′zar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth 
six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
8 Therefore at that time certain Chalde′ans came forward and maliciously accused the 
Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnez′zar, “O king, live for ever! 10 You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image; 11 and whoever does not 
fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews 
whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed′nego. These men, O king, pay no heed to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the 
golden image which you have set up.” 
13 Then Nebuchadnez′zar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego 
be brought. Then they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnez′zar said to them, “Is 
it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the 
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the 
image which I have made, well and good; but if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 
cast into a burning fiery furnace; and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnez′zar, we have no 
need to answer you in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.[a] 18 But if not, 
be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 
which you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnez′zar was full of fury, and the expression of his face was changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it 
was wont to be heated. 20 And he ordered certain mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed′nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men 
were bound in their mantles,[b] their tunics,[c] their hats, and their other garments, and they were 
cast into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king’s order was strict and the furnace very 
hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′
nego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego, fell bound into the burning 
fiery furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnez′zar was astonished and rose up in haste. He said to 
his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered the king, 
“True, O king.” 25 He answered, “But I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and 
they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
26 Then Nebuchadnez′zar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego, servants of the Most High God, come forth, and come 
here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the 
prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203%3A1%2C%208-30%20&version=RSV#fen-RSV-21824a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203%3A1%2C%208-30%20&version=RSV#fen-RSV-21828b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203%3A1%2C%208-30%20&version=RSV#fen-RSV-21828c
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not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their 
mantles were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebuchadnez′zar said, 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set at nought the king’s command, and yielded 
up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I 
make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; 
for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed′nego in the province of Babylon. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

ACCLAMATION                 ELW page 188 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL  John 18:36-37 

The good news according to John.   
Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my 
servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from 
the world.” 37 Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. 
Every one who is of the truth hears my voice.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly sits. 
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SERMON                                       Pastor Luis Ochoa  

 Please be seated.  

Hymn of the Day                        Every Time I Feel the Spirit         TFF 241  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.  
       On the third day he rose again;  
       he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
       the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
       and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation…. 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
…...trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
 
 

 A: Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   
 

THE DOXOLOGY                     ELW 884 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you:                       
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts:                            
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God      
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE        
 

 P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:  The Gifts of God for the people of God.            
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On October 27, the choir would like to sing

"Whom Shall I Fear" 
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The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 
you may return to your seat. 

 
COMMUNION  
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you.  

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG                One Bread, One Body         ELW 496  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand as you are able. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

his peace. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with 
us. So be swift to love, make haste to be kind, and may the blessing and peace of God be with 
you and the whole world.   Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG                            Beautiful Savior         ELW 838  

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL     

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!   
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

TODAY 
Opening Prayer: Evan Rogers 
Assisting Minister: Traci Laasch 
Lector: Marilyn Bloom 
Communion Asst: Rick & Barbie Luxem 
Altar Guild:  Sharon Shields 
Sunday School: Susan Potter 

December 7 
Opening Prayer: Susan Potter 
Assisting Minister: Corinne Cursi 
Lector: Evan Rogers 
Communion Asst: Ellen Riske 
Altar Guild:  Traci Laasch 
Sunday School: Sharon Shields 
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 Please print all information 
 A gift of _____ poinsettia plants at $10 each 
 
Donated by _______________________________________________ 
 
 [  ] In Loving Memory of ___________________________ 
  _____________________________________________ 
  _____________________________________________ 
 
 [  ] In Honor of ___________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________ 
 [  ] To the Glory of God 
 
Amount enclosed $_____________________ 
 

Checks should be made out to First Lutheran Church. 

CHRISTMAS GARDEN 
OF POINSETTIAS 

We will adorn our Sanctuary with a 
Garden of Poinsettias at our 
Christmas Eve Services.  You can 
provide poinsettias by filling out the 
following form.  Your gift will be 
acknowledged in the Christmas Eve 
Bulletin. 
 

The cost of each poinsettia plant is 
$10. 
 

We do need your request completed 

by December 14. 
 

Simply complete the information 
below, place this form in the 
Offering Plate, or bring/send it to 
the Church Office. 

Advent Worship Services 
Wednesdays December 3, 10, 17 

 6 PM 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An Advent Midweek Prayer Service 

Overview 

This liturgy is an adaptation of evening prayer in which we return to Sunday’s psalmody and 
hear readings from the prophet Isaiah. In this service, the assembly will reflect on scripture and 
the season in light of the many pressures of our surrounding culture that challenge the message 
of Advent. 

Readings: 

December 3 - Advent 1: Isaiah 1:24-31- Preacher Patrick 

December 10- Advent 2: Isaiah 35:3-7 - Pastor Luis 

December 17- Advent 3: Isaiah 11:1-9 - TBD 
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