Sunday, December 21, 2024 9:30 AM

Fourth Sunday of Advent
...

Gathered to Worship!

SR

To join worship on YouTube,
use the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/live/u3louTBrFII

First Evangelical Lutheran Church Pastor Luis Ochoa
142 North Date Street, 480-969-7221
Mesa, AZ 85201 Pastor@firsteviutheran.com

480-969-7221
felc@firsteviutheran.com



GATHERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GREETING

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic -try for our God, for the
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Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
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peo-ple  of God. Pow - er, 1ich - es, wis - dom,and strength, and
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hon - or, bless -ing,and glo - ry are his. This i1s the feast of
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vic-t'ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has be-gun his reign. Al -
0
y 4%
(o) — : — ) |
) - o ’ o
le - lu - ia 2 Sing  with all the peo - ple of God, and
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join in the hymn of all cre -a - tion: Bless - ing, hon - or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
Final refrain
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Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

God of all time,

Your Word became flesh and walked among us. Receive our gratitude and awe for all that you

have done through Jesus Christ out Lord Amen.

You may be seated.
WORD

PSALM 130:5-8
31 wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
® my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
70 Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plenteous redemption.
% And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.
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ELW page 188

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
ACCLAMATION
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Al-le-Ilu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al -le - lu - ia.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.




NARRATIVE PREACHING GOSPEL  John 1:1-18

The good news according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. >He
was in the beginning with God; * all things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made. *In him was life, and the life was the light of men. > The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

% There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came for testimony, to bear
witness to the light, that all might believe through him. ® He was not the light, but came to bear
witness to the light.

’ The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. '°He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. '' He came to his own
home, and his own people received him not. '*But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God; "> who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

4 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. '° (John bore witness to him, and cried, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before
me.””) '® And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. '’ For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '®No one has ever seen God; the
only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly sits.

SERMON Pastor Luis Ochoa

Please be seated.
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Hymn of the Day Beautiful Savior ELW 838
N 1 .
Y D 1 ] 1
(> b dl i 2 o J' e
\j/ = \—/J =
1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 1s the sun - shine, fair 1s the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - 1ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed n flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - Kkling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - o, praise, ad - o ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation....

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

......trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. F EM E v

C: And also with you. bo
with you

A:  Letus share a sign of God’s peace.

ANTHEM "Look To The Light". Choir
CHILDREN’S SERMON

THE DOXOLOGY ELW 884
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise him, all
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost
OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you:
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts:

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus

Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:  The Gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world, grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion
you may return to your seat.

COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

COMMUNION SONG All Who Hunger Gather Gladly ELW 461
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na 1S our bread.

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in joy we keep the feast.

Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us 1s our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-1 - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

Stand as you are able.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his peace.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will

be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace * bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

Verse 1

Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah

We're going to see the King

Verse 2

No more crying there

We are going to see the King
No more crying there

We are going to see the King
No more crying there

We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah

We're going to see the King

Verse 3

No more dying there

We are going to see the King
No more dying there

We are going to see the King
No more dying there

We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah

We're going to see the King

Verse 4

Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Soon and very soon

We are going to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah

We're going to see the King

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

TODAY December 28

Opening Prayer: Sharon Shields Opening Prayer: Ellen Riske

Assisting Minister: Laura O’Connell Assisting Minister: Even Rogers

Lector: Diane Johnson Lector: Traci Laasch

Communion Asst: Corinne Cursi Communion Asst: Rick & Barbie Luxem
Altar ServersAltar Guild: Traci Laasch Altar Guild: Diane Johnson

Sunday School: Susan Potter Sunday School: Sharon Shields
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TODAY after worship

Office Closed
Christmas Eve Day

Offices closes at 11:30 New Year’s Eve

CHRISTMAS EVE
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SERWILE

N/ 2025 Ministry Reports are

due January 11

% Annual  If you are responsible for a
[Report report, please email it to the

church office: felc@firstevlutheran.com

Mark your calendars for
February 1, 2026
Annual Congregational

Meeting & Potluck after church!

See you there!

SCHOOL

K- 6th grade

Children will be dismissed from the worship service
after the Advent Candle Lighting

Change for Change:
through December
This quarter, we are collecting change for
Hosana Scouting Troop. Mia Orozco & Joleen
Ochoa, our youth members, have been in
Scouts for a couple of years. They need trailer
tires, camping equipment, and help paying fees
for those in need.

First Evangelical now accepts
contributions via the Zelle app.

Search for “felc@firstevlutheran.com”




