
 1  

Sunday, February 22, 2026                            9:30 AM 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

 Gathered to Worship!  
 

 
 

  

To join worship on YouTube, use 
the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/live/ObgXFHCRS8I 

 

 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

142 North Date Street,   

Mesa, AZ 85201  

480-969-7221 felc@firstevlutheran.com  

 

 

Pastor Luis Ochoa  

480-969-7221  

Pastor@firstevlutheran.com  
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GATHERING  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OPENING PRAYER   

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen.  

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 

of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord Amen.  

  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 The assembly stands.    
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GATHERING SONG                  Beneath the Cross of Jesus          ELW 338 

 

 

GREETING   
  
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.        
          

C:  And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

A:   The Lord be with you.      

C:      And also with you.  
  

God of new life,  

As Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, renew and restore us to new life, leaving in the grave all 
that prevents us from loving you fully.  

Amen.  

You may be seated.   

WORD 

Psalm 104:27-30 

 
27 These all look to thee,  

to give them their food in due season. 
28 When thou givest to them, they gather it up; 

    when thou openest thy hand,  

they are filled with good things. 
29 When thou hidest thy face, they are dismayed; 

    when thou takest away their breath,  

they die and return to their dust. 
30 When thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created; 

    and thou renewest the face of the ground. 

 

The Word of the Lord                     

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                            ELW page 189  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NARRATIVE PREACHING GOSPEL    John 11:1-44 
 

The good news according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

Now a certain man was ill, Laz′arus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It 

was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Laz′arus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when 

Jesus heard it he said, “This illness is not unto death; it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of 

God may be glorified by means of it.” 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laz′arus. 6 So when he heard that he was ill, he stayed 

two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 

into Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking to stone 

you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 

any one walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if 

any one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 Thus he spoke, and 

then he said to them, “Our friend Laz′arus has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him out of 

sleep.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus 

had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told 

them plainly, “Laz′arus is dead; 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Laz′arus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, while Mary sat in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 And even now I know that whatever you ask 

from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said 
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to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life;[c] he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 

whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying quietly, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now 

Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When 

the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they 

followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Then Mary, when she 

came where Jesus was and saw him, fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 

her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled; 34 and he said, “Where have you 

laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how 

he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a stone lay upon 

it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by 

this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 

you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 

And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 I knew that 

thou hearest me always, but I have said this on account of the people standing by, that they may 

believe that thou didst send me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Laz′arus, 

come out.” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, and his face 

wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

The Word of the Lord                   

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Please be seated.  

SERMON                         Pastor Luis Ochoa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John11%3A1-44&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26531c
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HYMN OF THE DAY                         I Am the Bread of Life           ELW 485 
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs.…..   
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

 

…... Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen.  

 

 A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       

C:  And also with you.  
  

 A:  Let us share a sign of God’s peace.  

 

 

ANTHEM          "Down by the Riverside"                      Choir 
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OFFERING 

THE DOXOLOGY                              ELW 884  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

A: Let us pray.  
  

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

MEAL   

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
  

DIALOGUE                                       

P: The Lord be with you:                      

C:  And also with you.  

 

P: Lift up your hearts:                           

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God:    

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE   

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE       

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER     Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
  

P:   The Gifts of God for the people of God.        C:      Thanks be to God.  

 

LAMB OF GOD  

The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat. 
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COMMUNION   
  

P:   The body of Christ, given for you.   

 The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 

COMMUNION SONG           One Bread, One Body            ELW 496 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

peace.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 

pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 

the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  
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INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We give 

thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and 

sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in 

our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 

the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who 

gathers us into one together with the whole church. 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, 

and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, 

in this community, and in the whole world. You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, 

that the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, 

fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 
 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

People of God, I ask you: 

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry 

that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them. 

I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this congregation. 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, 

that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION    

 

P: Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us. 
So be swift to love, make haste to be kind, and may the blessing and peace of God be with you 
and the whole world.   
 Amen.   
 



 14  

SENDING SONG                            Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross        ELW 335 

 

DISMISSAL     

 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.       

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY 

Opening Prayer: Corinne Cursi  

Assisting Minister: Laura O’Connell 

Lector: Evan Rogers 

Communion Asst: Rick & Barbie Luxem 

Altar Guild: Susan Potter  

Sunday School: Susan Potter 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1 

Opening Prayer: Evan Rogers 

Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Orozco 

Lector: Susan Potter 

Communion Asst: Traci Laasch 

Altar Guild: Sharon Shields  

Sunday School: Sharon Shields
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