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Sunday, September 27, 2026                         9:30 AM 

18th Sunday in Pentecost 
 

 Gathered to Worship!  
 
 

 

 

 

 To join worship on YouTube,  

use the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/live/Qz9zI77dFNU 

 

 

  First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

  142 North Date Street,   

  Mesa, AZ 85201 

  480-969-7221  

  felc@firstevlutheran.com  

 

Pastor Luis Ochoa  

480-969-7221  

PastorLuis@firstevlutheran.com  

https://www.youtube.com/live/hNlxZWz5GGk
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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING PRAYER   

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 The assembly stands.    
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GATHERING SONG                          Christ Be Our Light          ELW 715 

 

 

GREETING   

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.                 

C:  And also with you.  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

A:   The Lord be with you.      

C:      And also with you.  
  

God of covenant, you promised Abraham land, descendants, and blessing so that he might be a 

blessing for all. Show us how to honor the covenant, so that we might be a blessing to others. We 

pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

You may be seated.   

WORD 

FIRST READING      

Matthew 28:19-20 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

The Word of the Lord;  

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                            ELW page 188 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
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NARRATIVE LECTIONARY   Genesis 12:1-9 

 

The good news according to Genesis.      
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves.”  
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 

old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sar′ai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, 

and all their possessions which they had gathered, and the persons that they had gotten in Haran; 

and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram 

passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 

were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your descendants I will give 

this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 Thence he removed 

to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram 

journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

The Word of the Lord                  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON         Pastor Luis Ochoa  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      Day By Day          ELW 790 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 

 our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love.…..   
 

Hear us, O God.........Your mercy is great. 

….. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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 SHARING THE PEACE 

A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       

C: And also with you.  
 

 A:  Let us share a sign of God’s peace.          

 

ANTHEM                      "I Am Thine, O Lord"      Choir   

       

OFFERING 

THE DOXOLOGY                              ELW 884  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

A: Let us pray.  

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  
Amen.   

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   

DIALOGUE       
                                 

P: The Lord be with you:                     

C:  And also with you.  
 

P: Lift up your hearts:                           

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God:     

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE   

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
 
 THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      
  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.                    

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
  

P:   The Gifts of God for the people of God.      
C:      Thanks be to God.  

 
LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

 

The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat.  

 
 
COMMUNION   
  

P:   The body of Christ, given for you.   

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
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COMMUNION SONG                         In the Singing           ELW 466 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

peace. 

  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                  Canticle of the Turning          ELW 723 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news.        

Thanks be to God! 
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 TODAY                           October 4 

Opening Prayer: Laura O’Connell   Opening Prayer: Traci Laasch                            

Assisting Minister: Sharon Shields     Assisting Minister: Laura O’Connell 

Lector: Corinne Cursi          Lector: Diane Johnson              

Communion Asst: Diane Johnson             Communion Asst: Elizabeth Orozco              
                                 Altar Guild: Traci Laasch                          Altar Guild: Susan Potter 

                                 Sunday School: Susan Potter   Sunday School: Traci Laasch  

 

 

 

Choir rehearsal is on Wednesdays at  

6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Conference Room 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School has begun! 

Join us for a time just for kids 

Children grades K-5 are welcome. 

They will be dismissed from the church service            

after the Opening Prayer. 

 

 
 

Confirmation Class will take place the 3rd Sunday of each month. 

 
 

 

Adult Morning Bible Study 

Tuesdays at 10 AM in the Conference Room 

Theme: Breath, Blade, & Bedrock: Living the Unshakable Word 

Scripture is not a static museum piece or a passive collection of ancient 

wisdom. It is divine breath breathed into human history, a sharp blade that 

cuts through culture to align our hearts with truth, and the rock-solid 

foundation upon which an unshakable life is built. This study will take you 

beyond mere head knowledge to help you encounter God’s Word as an 

active, transformational force in your daily walk—guiding your decisions, 

refining your motives, and anchoring your soul. 
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October Lunch Bunch 
 

Chef Javi opened The Bread and Honey House in 2019 with fifteen years 

of kitchen experience and one clear goal: a neighborhood restaurant 

where the food does the talking. 

Tuesday, October 13, 11:30 AM at The Honey & Bread House 

144 S. Mesa Drive, Mesa AZ 85210 

 

Change for Change  

Today is the final day we are collecting change for Rancho del Arte. 

One last push: Drop your loose change in the Change for Change jar. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

Beginning next week through the end of the year we’ll be 

collecting items for Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. 

You can donate these items through December or place money in 

the Change for Change Jar and we’ll shop for you. 

 

LSS-SW Resource Center on our campus has a Wish List: 

Baby wipes, baby toys, sanitary napkins, hair clips, brushes, belts, socks. 

Gift cards for hair cuts. 

Personal items like soap, lotion, deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes. 

 

Manna Nights  

have resumed every Tuesday night at 6 PM in the  

Concordia Charter School cafeteria. 

The meal is followed by games and activities for children and adults alike. 

 

 

 

Today following worship in the Conference Room 


