
   

Sunday, May 11, 2025                                   9:30 AM 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 Gathered  to Worship! 

Pastor Luis Ochoa 
480-969-7221 

Pastor@firstevlutheran.com 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
142 North Date Street,  

Mesa, AZ 85201 
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felc@firstevlutheran.com 

 

 

To join worship on YouTube, 
use the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/live/9F3meBCtf5U 
 



 2 

GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
You may sit, kneel or stand as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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The assembly stands.   
 
GATHERING SONG                 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                      ELW 249  

 

 

 

 

GREETING  

P:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy    
 Spirit be with you all.     

C:  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST 



 5  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
A: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
 
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we 
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

You may be seated.              

WORD 
 

NARRATIVE PREACHING TEXT   Acts 8:26-39  
But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south[a] to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert road. 27 And he rose and went. And behold, an 
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of the Can′dace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of all her 
treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” 30 So 
Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless some one guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture which he was 
reading was this:

 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, pray, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about some one else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this scripture he 
told him the good news of Jesus. 36 And as they went along the road they came to some water, 
and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What is to prevent my being baptized?”[b] 38 And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, 
and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
 
The Word of the Lord                 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands![a] 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!  
3 Know that the Lord is God! 
    It is he that made us, and we are his;[b] 
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him, bless his name!  
5 For the Lord is good; 
    his steadfast love endures for ever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations.  

“As a sheep led to the slaughter or a lamb before its shearer is dumb, so he 
opens not his mouth.33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken up from the earth.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-39%20&version=RSV#fen-RSV-27185a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-39%20&version=RSV#fen-RSV-27195b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100&version=RSV#fen-RSV-15509a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100&version=RSV#fen-RSV-15511b
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ACCLAMATION                  ELW page 188 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 24:44-47 

The good news according to Luke.   
Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words which I spoke to you, while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations,
[a] beginning from Jerusalem.  
 
The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                    Pastor Luis Ochoa 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2024%3A44-47&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26022a
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Hymn of the Day                             Bind Us Together Lord                                       TFF 217  

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

…. in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
 

Amen. 
 

 A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
 

 A: Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   
 

THE DOXOLOGY                     ELW 884 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you:                       
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts:                            
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God      
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE  
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 
intercedes for us as our great high priest. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE        
 

 P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  The Gifts of God for the people of God.                     C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat. 

COMMUNION  
P: The body of Christ, given for you.  

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                         Now the Silence                                              ELW 460  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stand as you are able. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

his peace.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

 P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                     Jesus Call Us; O’er the Tumult                                 ELW 696  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL   
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!   
C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

 

TODAY 
Opening Prayer: Sharon Shields 
Assisting Minister: Laura O’Connell 
Lector: Sharon Shields 
Communion Asst: Traci Laasch 
Altar Guild: Ellen Riske 
Sunday School: Susan Potter 

May 18 
Opening Prayer: Marilyn Bloom 
Assisting Minister: Diane Johnson 
Lector: Corinne Cursi 
Communion Asst: Ellen Riske 
Altar Guild: Traci Laasch 
Sunday School: Sharon Shields 


