
   

Sunday, August 24, 2025                               9:30 AM 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 Gathered  to Worship! 

Pastor Luis Ochoa 
480-969-7221 

Pastor@firstevlutheran.com 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
142 North Date Street,  

Mesa, AZ 85201 
480-969-7221 

felc@firstevlutheran.com 

 

 

To join worship on YouTube, 
use the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/live/gjWkERfKIg0 
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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

You may sit, kneel or stand as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                             God is Here                ELW 526  

GREETING  

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy    
 Spirit be with you all.    

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 



 4 CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

A: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.             
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, 
we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when 
we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
You may be seated.              

WORD 
 

NARRATIVE PREACHING TEXT   Revelation 13 

 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems upon 
its horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, 
its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his 
power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, 
but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth followed the beast with wonder. 4 Men 
worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, 
saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months; 6 it opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 
against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also 
it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over 
every tribe and people and tongue and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
every one whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb that was slain. 9 If any one has an ear, let him hear: 
10 If any one is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if any one slays with the sword, with 
the sword must he be slain. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
11 Then I saw another beast which rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it 
spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes 
the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It 
works great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of 
men; 14 and by the signs which it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast, it deceives 
those who dwell on earth, bidding them make an image for the beast which was wounded by 
the sword and yet lived; 15 and it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so that 
the image of the beast should even speak, and to cause those who would not worship the image 
of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free 
and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell 
unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for 
wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon the number of the beast, for it is a human 
number, its number is six hundred and sixty-six.  

 

The Word of the Lord        
Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM   Psalm 3:4-8 
4 I cry aloud to the Lord,  
and he answers me from his holy hill. 
5 I lie down and sleep;  
I wake again, for the Lord sustains me. 
6 I am not afraid of ten thousands of people  
who have set themselves against me round about. 
7 Arise, O Lord! Deliver me, O my God! 
For thou dost smite all my enemies on the cheek,  
thou dost break the teeth of the wicked. 
8 Deliverance belongs to the Lord; thy blessing be upon thy people! 
 
ACCLAMATION               ELW page 188 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL  John 12:30-32 

The good news according to John.   
Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 
30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of 

this world, now shall the ruler of this world be cast out; 32 and I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all men to myself.” 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                    Pastor Luis Ochoa   



 7 

Hymn of the Day                                       Day by Day          ELW 790  
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

…. in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 

Amen. 
 

A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
 

 A: Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   

ANTHEM             First Family Singers  

THE DOXOLOGY           ELW 884 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.  
 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

P: The Lord be with you:                      C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts:                           C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God     C :  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE  

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE        
 

 P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:  The Gifts of God for the people of God.  
C:   Thanks be to God.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you.  

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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COMMUNION SONG                  I Am the Bread of Life        ELW 485  
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Stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 
his peace. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and 
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

 P: Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with 
us. So be swift to love, make haste to be kind, and may the blessing and peace of God be with 
you and the whole world.   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                               On Eagle’s Wings                   ELW 787  
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DISMISSAL  
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!    
 

C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

TODAY 
Opening Prayer: Ellen Riske 
Assisting Minister: Sharon Shields 
Lector: Traci Laasch 
Communion Asst: Elizabeth Orozco 
Altar Guild: Diane Johnson  

August 31 
Opening Prayer: Marilyn Bloom 
Assisting Minister: Diane Johnson  
Lector: Sharon Shields  
Communion Asst: Ellen Riske 
Altar Guild: Traci Laasch 

Tuesday, August 26 

TIME CHANGE : 4:30 PM 

The Change for Change Offering is back!  
 

This quarter, we’ll be supporting Rancho del Arte  
(K-6 after school program). 

 
They are in need of: 

colored pencils 
mechanical pencils 
spiral notebooks 
loose leaf paper with 2-pocket folders 
construction paper 
markers - they go through a lot of markers! 

 
Now through September, you can drop off your supplies at the box in the Narthex.     
 
If you’d rather donate money, just toss it in the Change for Change jar. We’ll take care of     
the shopping for you!  
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Beginning Sunday, September 7 

K- 6th grade 

 

Children will be dismissed from the worship service 

after the Opening Prayer. 

 

Teachers: 

Traci Laasch 

Susan Potter 

Sharon Shields   
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Watch for details regarding projects. 


