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Sunday, August 16, 2026                              9:30 AM 

12th Sunday in Pentecost 
 

 Gathered to Worship!  

 

 

 To join worship on YouTube,  

use the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/live/et0UnxW9yBI 
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  First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

  142 North Date Street,   

  Mesa, AZ 85201 

  480-969-7221  

  felc@firstevlutheran.com  

 

Pastor Luis Ochoa  

480-969-7221  

PastorLuis@firstevlutheran.com  

GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING PRAYER   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen.  
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 

to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are been saved. In the name 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

Amen. 

 The assembly stands.    

GATHERING SONG                                God is Here                                                    ELW 526 
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GREETING   

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.                 

C:  And also with you.  

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    
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A:   The Lord be with you.      

C:      And also with you.  
  

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 

disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 

known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

You may be seated.   

WORD 

FIRST READING      

Matthew 22:34-40 
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sad′ducees, they came together. 35 And 

one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these 

two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” 
 

The Word of the Lord;  

Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                            ELW page 188 

 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY   Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-2 
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The good news according to Exodus.      
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

 

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone forth out of the land of Egypt, on 

that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they set out from Reph′idim and 

came into the wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there Israel encamped 

before the mountain. 3 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him out of the 

mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 You 

have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 

myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own 

possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 

20 And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

bondage. 

 

The Word of the Lord                  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

Please be seated.  
 

SERMON         Pastor Luis Ochoa  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   You Are Mine                                           ELW 

581  

APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 

 our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision,.…..   
 

Merciful God.........receive our prayer. 
 

….. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 SHARING THE PEACE 

A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       

C: And also with you.  
 

 A:  Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 

 

ANTHEM                                                I Saw the Light                 Richard Renzema 

                       

OFFERING  

THE DOXOLOGY                              ELW 884  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

A: Let us pray.  

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill 
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  
Amen.   

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

DIALOGUE       
                                 

P: The Lord be with you:                     C:  And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts:                          C:  We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God:    C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE   

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

  
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      
  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.  
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.                    
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 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
  

P:   The Gifts of God for the people of God.      
C:      Thanks be to God.  

 
LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat.  

 

COMMUNION   
  

P:   The body of Christ, given for you.   

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

  
COMMUNION SONG                Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup         ELW 492 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

peace.  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

SENDING SONG                             Go My Children          ELW 543 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news.        

Thanks be to God! 

                                 

         

  TODAY                 August 23 

Opening Prayer: Sharon Shields                                       Opening Prayer: Ellen Riske 

Assisting Minister: Laura O'Connell                                Assisting Minister: Diane Johnson 

Lector: Corinne Cursi                             Lector: Marilyn Bloom 

Communion Asst: Susan Potter                                       Communion Asst: Sharon Shields 

Altar Guild: Sharon Shields                         Altar Guild: Sharon Shields 
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