
ARCHAEOLOGY FIELD SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Sioux River Watershed is dense with some 

of the most important archaeological sites in Iowa. 

Most of these sites are located on private property. 

On the Little Sioux River alone, there are more than 

250 recorded sites and only 3% have been 

professionally surveyed. The 2018 field school will 

focus on the use of pedestrian walk-over, shovel-

testing, auger testing, and collaboration with 

landowners to identify new potential archaeological 

sites along the Little Sioux River and its tributaries. In 

the last two years the field school has found eleven 

new archaeological sites. 

 

Whether you have been out surveying sites 

for years, or you have no experience in 

archaeology, this program will offer a fun and 

challenging new experience!  

 

Field School Layout 
  The 2019 field school will be based around archaeology method    
  and theory as applied to Northwestern Iowa contexts.   

 
7 hours of classroom education 

¶ Introduction to archaeology  

¶ Northwest Iowa cultural history 

¶ Field work methods 

¶ Artifact identification 
 
25 (minimum) hours of field-work 
¶ Walk over fields to search for surface finds 
¶ Dig shovel tests to determine if sites exist beneath the 
surface 

¶ Take notes 
¶ Map sites 
 
10 (minimum) hours of lab work  

¶ Fill out site forms   

¶ Catalog and curate artifacts 

¶ Wash and identify artifacts 

 How to sign up 
 For more questions, or to sign up call the Sanford Museum at 
712-225-3922, or email us at archaeologist@sanfordmuseum.org 

  

Logistics and 
Requirements 

¶ Register before May 1st 

¶ We will be accepting 5-7 
students 

¶ Students must be 16 or 
older 

¶ Students must be able to 
walk more than 3 miles in 
uneven terrain and in 
inclement weather 

¶ Cost is $100 per person  

¶ Optional group lodging 
IS provided in county 
park cabins 

Field school students Norah, Deb, and Connie digging a shovel test in 2016 

9:00 AMð3:30 PM AT THE SANFORD MUSEUM , CHEROKEE, IOWA 
 9 DAY PROGRAM:  

MAY 28 - 31 AND JUNE 3ñ7, 2019   

Archaeology investigation shall be in accordance with ñGuideline for Archaeological Investigation in Iowaò and the Secretary of the Interiorôs standards 

Finding new archaeological 
sites in the Little Sioux 
River Watershed 



Archaeology Field School Application 
9 day program: 

May 28th -  31st, and June 3rd—7th, 2019 
9:00 am—3:30 pm  

Sign up deadline: May 1st 
 

Email application to archaeologist@sanfordmuseum.org 
Or mail to the Sanford Museum, 117 East Willow Street, Cherokee, IA 51012 

Signature   __________________________________________________________________Date__________________ 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________ State _____________________ Zip _____________ 

Home Phone ________________________________________    Cell Phone _______________________________ 

Health Concerns (allergies, food restrictions, etc.)  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship ____________________________________   Phone # _______________________________________ 

 

If you have any prior archaeology, museum, geology, or related field experience, please list (or you may attach 

a resume with your application: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cost: $100.00 (cash or check, make payable to the Sanford Museum) 


